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Manchester Town Hall is 
Open to the Public.  Public 
hours are 9 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. 

Monday through Wednesday 
and 9 a.m. - 6:15 p.m. on 

Thursday. 
All board and committee 

meetings continue to be 
conducted virtually. Details 

on thecricket.com

Essex
Affordable Housing Trust

Tuesday, May 30
7 p.m. 

Gavel to Gavel
This Week’s Town Meetings

By Erika Brown

Hundreds of people 
packed into the Man-
chester Essex High 

School cafeteria Tuesday as 
the regional school district 
committee faced hard pro-
gram choices following a re-
jection by Essex voters two 
weeks ago of a $289K Propo-
sition 2½ override that would 
have fully funded its share of 
a $29.75 million FY24 district 
budget.

ME Regional School Com-
mittee (MERSD), the Man-
chester and Essex Select 
Boards and members of both 
towns’ Finance Committees 
entered a room filled with 
approximately 300 parents, 
students, and teachers plead-
ing them not to cut into the 
arts, language (specifically 
French), and STEM pro-
grams they say make MERSD 
schools one of the best in the 
state.

“It’s our job as citizens 
to support the future,” said 
Bruce Shaw, an Essex resi-
dent who supports the origi-
nal district budget.  

The district is currently in 
a 30-day window to produce 
a new final FY24 budget or 
make $781K in budget cuts to 
meet the spending level ac-
cepted by Essex before the 
override.  The School Com-
mittee will make a final rec-
ommendation on June 6.  

A parade of students hold-
ing signs to support targeted 
programs lined the cafeteria.  
There were children from 
all grades (one sign from an 
Essex elementary kindergar-
tener read, “I will never get to 
experience the programs that 
get cut”).  Alumna, like 2022 
graduate Charlie Weld, said 

she was admitted to the elite 
Berklee School of Music after 
learning music only in public 
school.  (“Think of me a D1 
music student,” she joked, re-
ferring to successful college 
sports recruits).  There were 
teachers who said cuts to 
arts, language and STEM pro-
grams would devastate the 
quality of local education.

“This cut will impact the 
culture of our entire school,” 
said Michelle Magana, head 
of the MERSD world languag-
es department.

“The simple truth is, we 
cannot teach classes of 30 the 
same way we teach a class of 
15,” said Caroline Coshow, a 

17-year French teacher. 
“Our students deserve bet-

ter,” said Doris-Ann Vosseler, 
world languages teacher.

ME School District Super-
intendent Pamela Beaudoin 
said in the district’s final FY24 
budget was a responsible one 
with “level services” that sup-
ported optimal class sizes, 
course offerings and services.  
That budget—ultimately re-
jected by Essex—was 2.85% 
higher than the FY23 budget, 
and she said it is within those 
of comparable districts.

“We need to find a long-
term solution, because it’s 
not a cycle that is good for 
the school or the students,” 

said Beaudoin, who added 
that communication between 
the district and the towns has 
broken down in recent years.

In Essex, where student 
enrollment is becoming an 
increasing portion of the 
overall district, the annual 
escalations in the town’s ap-
portionment of the budget 
have been escalating dispro-
portionately (upwards of 5%) 
because of the proportion of 
children from Manchester in 
the school district has been 
declining.  Essex’s FY24 dis-
trict apportionment is ap-
proximately $9.3 million and 
48.7% of the town’s budget, 
exclusive of debt, is spent an-

nually on MERSD costs. 
Behind the move to force 

an override this year was a 
need to “reset” dysfunction 
in district budgeting, specifi-
cally to stop the school dis-
trict’s use of reserve funds 
for operations every year.  
With the rejection by Essex 
voters, the School Commit-
tee now faces three options 
before June 4.  First, do noth-
ing, and keep the same level 
services budget accepted by 
Manchester and return it for 
consideration to Essex voters 
at a June Special Town Meet-
ing and at the ballot.  

The second option would 
cut the full $781K and live 

within the lower budget 
approved by Essex at its 
Annual Town Meeting in 
April.  The message from 
the school committee and  
administration on how to do 
this was clear:  the district 
is no longer in the realm of 
finding efficiencies.  It would 
have to eliminate programs 
and staff.

The recommendation be-
ing considered would include 
furthering teacher reduc-
tions—including by way of 
layoffs that would require 
notification by June 15 of this 
year—to 11.5 full-time teachers 
(comprised of 7.5 teachers in 
addition to four reductions 
in the district’s previously 
approved budget).  It also in-
cluded significant cuts to arts 
education across the board; it 
recommended doubling the 
class size for middle school 
exploratory classes as well 
as eliminating several STEM 
(science, technology, engi-
neering, math) classes at the 
high school.  

The cuts also feature elimi-
nation of the district’s widely 
admired French program.  
Under the recommended 
new FY24 MERSD budget, 
starting next year, no MERSD 
student can start French, and 
students in middle school 
and higher studying French 
would have to migrate to 
Spanish next year. 

These cuts and layoffs are 
what many at Tuesday’s pub-
lic hearing were fighting to 
stave off.  

The third option is cob-
bling together a compromise 
budget, and exploring com-
promise methods of funding.  

Some—including those 

School Committee Faces Protest 
to Cuts in FY24 Budget

Weather data pulled Wednesday and is subject to change.

Weekly Weather Chart
Saturday 27 May 65° 49°

Sunday 28 Mayl 74° 53°

Monday 29 May 62° 57°

Tuesday 30 May 75° 58°

Wednesday 31 May 65° 58°

Thursday 1 June 64° 59°

Friday 2 June 62° 59°

CST’s Parking Issues Debated at 
MBTS Planning Board

By Jeff Pope

When Cell Signaling 
Technology’s rep-
resentatives met 

with the Planning Board ear-
lier this month, they sought 
guidance from the board 
whether a few deviations 
from the town’s zoning by-
laws would be acceptable to 
the Planning Board.

CST is planning to build a 

four-storey parking garage 
to go with its two-phase re-
search and development 
laboratories complex off of 
Atwater Avenue.

Where CST’s plans dif-
fered from the town’s zoning 
bylaws was in the size of the 
parking spaces and the num-
ber of spaces.  The bylaws call 
for two-thirds of the spaces 
to be 9-feet by 19-feet and the 
other third to be 8-feet by 16-

feet. CST requested that all 
of their spaces be the same 
size, basically a compromise 
between the town’s two sizes 
at 8-foot-6-inches by 18-feet.

Concerning the number of 
parking spaces, Interim Plan-
ning Director Betsey Ware 
said there is nothing quite 
like the CST plan in town. For 
a business and professional 
office building in town, the 
requirement is one parking 

space for every 300 square 
feet of building. At those 
calculations, the CST would 
need 833 parking spaces 
for its 250,000 square foot 
buildings.

CST was looking to build 
236 parking spaces for the 
first phase of its develop-
ment, when it would have 
280 employees. 

...(Continued on page 5)

On Monday, May 29, 
the Manchester 
American Legion 

Amaral-Bailey Post 113 pro-
gram will begin at 8:45 a.m. 
in front of the Legion build-
ing on Church Street.  The 
Waterside Service begins at 
9 a.m., with an invocation 
and benediction by Judith 
Epstein before the service 
remembers those veterans 
lost at sea.  Then, the Le-
gion ceremony with a salute 
to departed comrades and 
trumpet taps is played be-
fore the parade begins near 
the Honor Roll.  

This year’s Memorial Day 
parade route has changed 
slightly.  The parade will 
begin on Pine Street and 
up to the Pleasant Grove 
Cemetery, then it proceeds 
to Rosedale Cemetery.  The 
ceremony at Rosedale will 
include a welcome by the 
Legion Commander, fol-
lowed by the MERSD band, 
the recitation of Flanders 
Field (and response recita-
tion to Flanders Field), the 

naming of those who made 
the Supreme Sacrifice, an 
address by the Chaplain, 
placing of the wreaths by 
the Legion Commander and 
Auxiliary President.  The 
keynote speaker is Judith 
Epstein.  

The procession then will 
move to the Hinkley Me-

morial for a Salute before 
the procession heads up 
to Union Cemetery and 
then returns to the Amaral  
Bailey Post 113 Legion Hall.  
A separate bus will travel to 
Kettle Cove Cemetery for fir-
ing detail, and will stop at the 
1661 Cemetery on the way 
back.

Manchester Memorial 
Day Program

On Tuesday at the ME High School, hundreds of students, parents, teachers and community members protested cuts in the school budget.

...(Continued on page 3)

Out & About 
on Cape Ann 
Summer Guide 
Published

Cape Ann is known far 
and wide for its scenic 
beaches, historic land-

marks, stunning marsh, and a 
vibrant cultural scene.  And this 
week, The Cricket has produced 
a 48-page magazine, “Out & 
About on Cape Ann” as a sum-
mer guide for local residents of 
Rockport, Essex, Manchester 
and Gloucester.  Read about the 
Gloucester 400+ celebration, 
food, music and ideas for how 
to have a “perfect” day on Cape 
Ann.  Oh yes, and there’s also a 
comprehensive calendar for the 
summer.  Look for it in mailbox-
es next week for Memorial Day.  
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CLASSIFIEDS
First, the good news. For subscribers, classified ads are free (one listing / sub-
scriber at a time, please … and keep it to 25 words or so). For all others, submit 
your weekend sales, lost and found, for rent, help wanted, services, etc. to clas-
sifieds@cricketpress.com or call us at 978-526-7171 and we’ll take your payment 
over the phone. Cost: 65 cents/word the first week and 55 cents/word thereafter. 
Minimum charge $12. Deadline for Classifieds Mondays, 5 p.m.

FOR RENT
MBTS—House, 2 bd, 3 fireplaces, 
2 full baths, living room, kitchen, 
dishwasher, washer/dryer. All one 
level. Five feet from its own in-
ground pool. Private driveway 
and additional bldg for storage 
with seasonal bath. No pets. 
Prefer no small children. Must be 
quiet person/couple. 1-2 yr lease. 
$4,250/mo + ut. Available now. 
978-807-5127  ...............…........
.......  5/25

MBTS—Storage downtown 
MBTS: 4 units from 10x10 ($100) 
up to 24x32 ($500) one garage 
unit.  Text (978) 473-1894 for 
details.  ................................ 5/25

SERVICES
THREE STRONG BOYS—
Atticus, Brody & Jarrett do it all: 

spring cleanups, yard work, move 
furniture, & whatever you need! 
Weekends only til school’s out. To 
schedule, call/text Atticus at 978-
473-0034 or email 3strongboys.
ma@gmail.com. Look for us in 
our hot pink shirts. ..............  TF

HANDYMAN, MBTS—Handyman 
for light constuction, home 
repairs, painting, cleanups, 
power washing, rototilling  fully 
insured. Have truck and trail-
er. Clean, honest, references. 
Contact Bill mbtshandyman@
gmail.com or 978-618-0999 ... TF

FREE
PORTABLE WASHER/DRYER—
Apartment-size portable washer 
and dryer. Dryer works fine, 
washer needs work. Take it away 
and it’s yours. Phyllis, 978-526-

1651.  .................................... 6/2

Lisa Joan Eliassen 

Lisa Joan Eliassen of 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, 72, 
passed away Tuesday May 
16 at her home, surrounded 
by her loved ones.  Born in 
New York City, she was the 
daughter of the late Bjorn 

and Florence 
( R i c h a r d s ) 
Eliassen.  She 
was the lov-
ing partner of 

Raynald Comtois with whom 
she shared the last 14 years. 

Lisa has two children Mark 
and Eric, whom she loved 
and adored.  She was very 
close to her siblings through-
out her lifetime. 

Lisa’s hobbies revolved 
around being a nurturer and 
healer.  She was known to 
console and talk for hours 
with friends and family that 
were dealing with their own 
struggles in life.  Lisa was a 
foodie, known far and wide 
for gourmet meals that often 
took days to prepare.  Her 

interest in touch and energy 
healing was always appre-
ciated, and good for a nice 
back or neck rub.  

Lisa was in the Air Force 
for seven years, joining in 
1970, and stationed at Fair-
child AFB, WA and Keesler 
AFB, MS.  Lisa was a tech-
nical instructor, base secu-
rity supervisor, and squad 
leader for recruits.   She re-
tired from the Air Force as a 
Staff Sergeant in April 1978.  
She was very proud of her 
service and spoke often of 
wishing she had been able to 
retire from the service.

Lisa was co-founder of 
Eliassen Group Inc. in 1989 
with her sister Mona Eliassen 
Taliaferro.  After leaving the 
company in 1997, she start-
ed a new venture, Magna-
Source, with her good friend 
Mark Maguire.  She was 
adored by those she worked 
with and her positive energy, 
magnetic personality and au-
thentic interest in people’s 
success drew people to her 
side. 

Lisa is survived by her 
partner, Raynald Comtois 
of Manchester via Montreal, 
Canada; sons Mark Eliassen 
of Manchester-by-the-Sea 
and Eric Grey of St Peters-
burg, FL; brothers Eric Eli-
assen of Summerland Key, 
FL and Nils Eliassen of New 
York, NY; sister, Mona Talia-
ferro of Manchester-by-the-

Sea, Adria Eliassen of Lau-
derdale by the Sea, FL, and 
Trina Eliassen of Gold Coast, 
Queensland, Australia; 
grandchildren Isabella, Caro-
line and Estella Eliassen, and 
Edward Siqueira; nephews, 
Leif, Alex, Ian, Colin and 
Anders, and nieces, Chanel, 
Nina, Eva, Alessandra, Ca-
rina, Ciera, and Savannah.  
She was predeceased by her 
brother, Kim Eliassen.

Visiting hours will be at 
the Campbell Funeral Home, 
525 Cabot St., Beverly on 
Friday, May 26, from 4 - 7 
p.m.  Her graveside funeral 
service, with military hon-
ors, will be at Pleasant Grove 
Cemetery, Manchester-by-
the-Sea, on Sunday, July 2, at 
1 p.m.  Relatives and friends 
are invited to attend.  A Cel-
ebration of Life in Manches-
ter will follow the graveside 
service.  Those interested 
in attending, please contact 
Lisa’s sister, Mona.  Con-
tributions may be made in 
Lisa’s memory to Cape Ann 
Animal Aid at capeannanim-
alaid.org. 

Sharon Moniz

Former Manchester-by-
the-Sea and Rowley Mass. 
resident Sharon (Silva) 
Moniz passed away in New-
port Beach, Ca at Hoag Hos-
pice.

She is survived by her 

husband of 56 years, George 
Moniz of Costa Mesa, CA., 
her son and daughter in 
law Charles and Dina Moniz 
along with her beloved 
grandchildren Sam, Lila and 
Sydney of Marblehead, MA., 
her son in law Kurt Smith of 
Cody, WY., her sister, Gail 
Purington of Chichester, 
NH, brother in law, Michael 
Moniz of Jupiter, FL., her 
beloved mother in law Irene 
Moniz of Palm Beach Gar-
dens, FL. (formerly of Man-
chester-by-the-Sea, MA) her 
niece, Wendy Despres, her 
husband Lee and their chil-
dren Colby and Camdyn of 
Chichester, NH., her niece, 
Emily Moniz of Boston, MA 
and nephew, Henry Moniz of 
Olympia, WA.

She was predeceased 
by her daughter Jennifer 
(Moniz) Smith of Cody WY., 
her parents, William and 
Mary Silva and her father-in-
law George Moniz Sr. all of 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA.

Obituaries
Following a long-standing tradition, The Cricket publishes obituaries as a public service for our readers. If an 
obituary cannot be published in time for a service, we will post the notice to our website and Facebook page 

(facebook.com/TheManchesterCricket).

Town Hall Closed: Town 
Hall will be closed on Mon-
day, May 29 in observance of 
Memorial Day. All trash, recy-
cling and compost collection 
will be delayed by one day. 

Memorial Day Services:  
Join us to honor our veter-
ans on Memorial Day, Mon-
day, May 29.  The program 
will start at 9 a.m. at Post 
113 (behind Town Hall) then 
will proceed up Pine Street 
to Pleasant Grove Cemetery, 
Rosedale Cemetery, Hinkley 
Memorial and Union Cem-
etery. 

Police Chief Office Hours:  
Chief Fitzgerald will hold 

his monthly office hours on 
Thursday, June 1 from 4-6 
p.m. at the Police Station.  All 
residents are invited to come 
by and say hello. 

Beach Walk on Tags:  Sing-
ing Beach tags that were or-
dered online are ready to be 
picked up at the Town Clerk’s 
office.  All visitors to Singing 
Beach ages 12 to 65 need a 
tag.  Tags can be purchased 
online or in the Town Clerks 
office for $35.

School Street Paving:  
School Street repaving con-
tinues this week.  The project 
is expected to be completed 
by mid-June.  Expect road 
closures and detours at times.  

Please contact DPW with 
questions.

Transfer Station Hours:  
The Transfer Station is closed 
on Wednesdays until further 
notice due to construction 
at the new compost facility.  
The Transfer Station is open 
on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 

Trash, recycling, and com-
post collection:   Delayed 
Schedule.   Please place curb-
side by 7 a.m. on day of col-
lection. 

Follow Us: Facebook, In-
stagram, and Twitter @
townofmbts and visit Manches-
ter.ma.us.  

BOARD UPDATES

Brookside ContraCting
978-526-1414

Manchester-by-the-Sea
keithlitka@brooksidecontracting.com
Home Improvement • Carpentry

Roofing • Siding
Replacement Windows

Over 40 Years Experience
Don: 978-526-4123
lombardimasonry.com

MCINNIS PAVING, INC.
Infra-Red Asphalt Repair Specialists
Cold Planeing • Driveway Rebuilding
Repairs • Seal Coating • Crack Filling

Beverly Farms, MA 01915
Timothy McInnis   978-921-1608

Cell: 978-375-1727 • Fax: 978-927-9602

Call (978) 526-7452 
Email Kathy.Willy@verizon.net

www.makeitgoaway.net
MAKE IT GO AWAY!

PROFESSIONAL LISTINGS

MANCHESTER
ELECTRIC

Full Service
Electrical Contractor

Daniel R. Houde
Lic. #A13265

(978) 526-1194
MEC934@aol.com

By Gregory T. Federspiel

As many residents 
know, the proposed 
School District budget 

did not receive the needed 
Proposition 2 1/2 override in 
Essex. Essex approved a low-
er amount which, because of 
the apportionment formula, 
would also lower the amount 
Manchester approved, re-
sulting in nearly $800,000 
less in District spending for 
the new fiscal year that be-
gins July 1. The School Com-
mittee is currently working 
through options with the aim 
of voting on a path forward 
at their meeting on June 6. 

This past Tuesday, May 
23, the School Committee 
hosted a public hearing to 
offer residents from both 
communities an opportunity 
to express their preferred 
approaches to getting to an 
approved budget. 

A large turnout packed 
the cafeteria and many more 
joined virtually expressing 
strong support for the bud-
get that was presented at the 
annual town meetings. In ad-
dition to concerned parents, 
supportive empty-nesters 
and worried teachers, a 
large contingent of current 
students and recent gradu-
ates voiced their support for 
programs that are on a ten-
tative list to be reduced or 
eliminated. 

Passionate, often emotion-
al comments were delivered 
to the School Committee 
advocating for sticking with 
the proposed budget that 
was approved at the annual 
town meetings in both towns 
but failed the ballot override 
question in Essex. 

Prior to the School Com-
mittee hearing the Man-
chester Finance Committee 
and the Select Board met to 
discuss the overall situation. 
Given the defeat of the pro-

posed override at the ballot, 
the consensus of the two 
bodies was that the School 
Committee should advance 
a compromise budget, one 
that would require a smaller 
override vote for Essex.  If a 
reduced overall budget was 
approved the two towns 
would avoid the necessity of 
holding a joint town meet-
ing.  

The two boards also rec-
ommend that the School 
Committee should consider 
potential cuts across the 
board and not focus on any 
one area. Additional recom-
mendations included revisit-
ing the amount of reserves 
being carried by the District 
and pursuing new revenues 
(fees for specialized pro-
grams, etc.). 

There is also interest in 
beginning a new process in-
volving the two towns and 
the School Committee aimed 
at examining new approach-
es that may bring about 
higher efficiencies while ad-
vancing quality education.   
Regardless of how the FY24 
budget gets resolved, there 
remains the longer-term is-
sue of stable funding for 
the District.  To avoid an-
nual struggles over budgets 
new agreements are needed 
on the level of funding the 
residents are willing to sup-
port. Determining what type 
of school system residents 
want and how the two towns 
should best pay for the sys-
tem will require a concerted 
effort to engage voters.

One of the issues that 
complicates getting to an ap-
proved budget is shifting de-
mographics and enrollment 
patterns from Manchester 
and Essex.  How much each 
town contributes to the dis-
trict is based on three factors 
– the number of students 
from each town, the total 

population in each commu-
nity, and the total value of 
all properties in each town.  
The latter two factors are 
fairly stable.  Enrollment pat-
terns have fluctuated.  It was 
not that long ago that Man-
chester was adding more stu-
dents relative to Essex and 
thus Manchester was picking 
up a bigger share of the an-
nual increase in the District’s 
budget.  The enrollment 
pattern has now changed.  
Manchester’s student popu-
lation has declined relative 
to Essex’s causing Essex to 
now pick up a larger share 
of any proposed annual in-
crease.  Thus, a District wide 
increase in spending of say 
3% can turn into a 5% in-
crease for Essex and only a 
2% increase in Manchester.  
This is a reversal of what was 
happening for many years 
prior to the past few years.  
Enrollment patterns are 
smoothed out over a three-
year period per the regional 
school agreement.  

Once a new budget is ap-
proved by the School Com-
mittee new special town 
meetings will be needed in 
each town. These are likely 
to take place in late June. If 
the new budget requires an 
override in Essex, a special 
election will be needed to 
approve the override. If this 
second round of votes was 
to fail in either community, 
a third try would be needed. 
This third try would be a 
joint town meeting with a 
majority vote of the com-
bined attendees. A third try 
would not be dependent 
on an override vote. The 
joint vote is binding on both 
towns. 

The month of June and 
possibly July will be impor-
tant ones for determining 
next year’s budget for the 
regional school district.  

 Next Steps for the 
School Budget

Family Law | Mediation | Estate Planning 

(978) 704-9223

Manchester by the Sea                            Charlestown, MA 
Andrea Lance, Esq. Jennifer M. Lamanna, Esq.

978.768.7900  |  www.carpmac.com

Manchester Police Notes | 
May 26

SUNDAY, MAY 14
10:04 a.m.  Forest St., fire 
alarm, fire false.
1:07 p.m.  Coolidge Point, 
animal complaint, assisted 
as needed. 4:35 p.m.  Route 
128NB, fire investigation, 
fire false. 7:43 p.m.  Church 

St., watercraft incident, as-
sisted as needed.

MONDAY, MAY 15
1:14 a.m.  School St., dis-
abled motor vehicle, vehicle 
towed. 3:09 a.m.  School St., 
motor vehicle stop, verbal 
warning. 3:47 a.m.  Board-
man Ave., alarm, secured/
checked. 5:38 a.m.  Route 

128SB, motor vehicle stop, 
verbal warning.

TUESDAY, MAY 16
1:13 a.m.  Tuck’s Point Rd., 
directed patrol, secured/
checked. 6:15 a.m.  Lincoln 
St., citizen assist, spoken to.
7:39 a.m.  Beach St., traffic 
hazard, assisted as needed.
11:16 p.m.  Summer St., 
motor vehicle stop, written 
warning.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17
9:20 a.m.  Central St., citizen 
assist, assisted as needed.
1:24 p.m.  Route 128NB, dis-
abled motor vehicle, assisted 
as needed. 5:09 p.m.  School 
St., motor vehicle accident, 
no personal injury, report 
to follow. 5:54 p.m.  Central 
St., motor vehicle accident, 
no personal injury, report to 
follow.

 THURSDAY, MAY 18

7:44 a.m.  Lincoln St., motor 
vehicle stop, verbal warning.
10:54 a.m.  Route 128NB, 
vehicle fire, fire confirmed.
5:13 p.m.  Pine St., motor 
vehicle stop, written warn-
ing. 6:38 p.m.  Old Neck Rd., 
parking complaint, spoken 
to.

FRIDAY, MAY 19
8:34 a.m.  Beach St., direct-
ed patrol, secured/checked.
11:15 a.m.  Pine St., motor 
vehicle stop, verbal warning.
2:43 p.m.  Route 128SB, 
motor vehicle stop, crimi-
nal application. 4:19 p.m.  
Woodholm Rd., animal com-
plaint, notification made.

SATURDAY, MAY 20
12:57 a.m.  School St., 
directed patrol, secured/
checked. 7:47 a.m.  Wood-
holm Rd., utility request, 
notification made. 11:10 
a.m.  Central St., citizen 
assist, spoken to. 1:20 p.m.  
Forest St., citizen assist, noti-
fication made.

MANCHESTER POLICE NOTES

On Monday evening, our 
two newest MBTS full-time 
patrolmen were sworn in 
during the select board 
meeting.  Pictured, with 
their families, are Officer 
Sean Mullins, who recently 
graduated from the 
Lynnfield Academy 2nd 
ROC on April 28 and Officer 
David Ko, who joins our 
ranks from Gordon College 
Police.  We welcome them 
to the department and wish 
them a happy, fulfilling, and 
safe career.  

	

DATE	
HIGH	 LOW	 	

AM	 FT	 PM	 FT	 AM	 FT	 PM	 FT	 RISE	 SET	
26	 Fri	 4:37	 9.0	 5:22	 8.2	 11:18	 1.4	 11:30	 2.1	 5:09	 8:10	
27	 Sat	 5:27	 8.7	 6:09	 8.2	 	 	 12:05	 1.6	 5:09	 8:11	
28	 Sun	 6:20	 8.5	 6:59	 8.3	 12:22	 2.1	 12:54	 1.7	 5:08	 8:12	
29	 Mon	 7:17	 8.4	 7:49	 8.6	 1:16	 2.0	 1:44	 1.7	 5:07	 8:13	
30	 Tue	 8:13	 8.3	 8:38	 8.9	 2:11	 1.8	 2:34	 1.7	 5:07	 8:14	
31	 Wed	 9:07	 8.4	 9:25	 9.3	 3:06	 1.5	 3:23	 1.6	 5:06	 8:14	
1	 Thu	 10:00	 8.5	 10:11	 9.7	 4:00	 1.1	 4:13	 1.5	 5:06	 8:15	

	
	
	

Tides & Sun Chart For The Week Ahead

90 YEARS AGO – 1933
At the meeting of the Board 

of Selectman held Tuesday 
evening, milk licenses were 
granted to the Deerfoot 
Farms Co., and the Hampden 
Creamery.

Peter A. Sheahan expects 
to get busy on the spraying 
of town trees along the road-
sides next week and will do it 
in the early morning hours in 
order to interfere with traffic 
as little as possible.

75 YEARS AGO – 1948
Last week figures were giv-

en showing the poor lighting 
now existing in the Manches-
ter Public School classrooms.  
In the Price school 38 chil-
dren are exposed to possible 
eye strain, 51 pupils in the 
Priest School and 51 students 
in Story High.  The problem 
of securing good lighting in 
modern classrooms has been 
the subject of much study by 
architects all over the coun-
try.

Bids for the construction 
of concrete piers and work 
incidental thereto under the 
building at New Rosedale 
Cemetery were opened Tues-
day evening by the Board 
of Cemetery Commission-
ers, two bids having been 
received.  They were:  John 
Halloran, $497.00 and Wil-
liam D. Flately, $690.00. The 
contract was awarded to Mr. 
Halloran.

60 YEARS AGO – 1963
Manchester Police of-

ficers issued 100 tickets 
for parking violations dur-
ing the first week of the  
crackdown ordered by the 
Board of Selectman as a mea-
sure to try to improve the 
parking situation in Manches-
ter, particularly in the down-
town section.

Charles A. Filias has been 
promoted to President and 
District sales manager of 
Do All Boston Company.  
Charles, who is a lifelong resi-

dent of Manchester, makes 
his home at 62 Pine St., with 
his wife Ann, and two chil-
dren, Kathy and Arthur.  He 
has been with Do All of Bos-
ton for seven years, being 
promoted in 1960 to Execu-
tive Tool Counselor and now 
to the top position in the 
company.

45 YEARS AGO – 1978
New Postal Rates will be ef-

fective at 12:01 a.m. on Mon-
day, May 29, 1978.  First class 
letter mails destine in the 
United States, Canada and 
Mexico will be 15 cents for 
the first ounce and 13 cents 
for each additional ounce.  
Postcards will require 10 
cents each.

Police investigated a break 
into the Shepard Brown 
house at 69 Bridge St., Satur-
day night.  Jewelry and silver 
of undetermined value were 
taken sometime during the 
day.  The incident is still un-
der investigation. 

committee members who 
ran on bringing fiscal hawk-
ishness to the district—say 
the district should tap its 
reserve funds for operating 
expenses to retain jobs and 
services.  They recommend-
ed looking at cuts to school 
administration or sports pro-
grams.  For its part the Man-
chester FinCom agreed with 
this “reserves/admin/sports” 
approach, with one member 
adding that it should con-
sider symbolic cuts (such as 
$20K late bus that is dispro-
portionately used by Essex) 
to “send a message” to Essex 
voters.

But dipping into reserve 
or stabilization funds for op-
erational spending (instead 
of emergency or “rainy day” 
uses) is a practice that ended 

this year.  Reserve Funds, 
say district officials, should 
be used for emergencies, not 
day to day operations.  

That said, many point to a 
larger discussion to be had 
about reserves.  Why, for 
instance, does revenue from 
school choice students go 
directly into the district’s re-
serve fund where it remains, 
asked Sarah Mellish, MBTS 
FinCom chairman.  Why 
doesn’t Essex use municipal 
reserve funds to bridge its 
appropriation gap, ask oth-
ers?  

But district officials say 
funding an operating deficit 
by depleting reserves—mu-
nicipal reserves or district 
reserves—solves a short-term 
issue, but ultimately leaves 
the district with a bigger 
hole to fill.  For instance, us-
ing reserves to fill this year’s 

gap means the district would 
need to cut an additional 
$900K from next year’s bud-
get before it does anything 
else.

The School Committee will 
make its recommendation by 
June 4.  School Committee 
Chair Theresa Whitman said 
she has personally received 
more than 200 emails from 
concerned residents about 
potential cuts to programs 
and staff.  If the budget is re-
duced by the amount asked 
for in the override, nothing 
more is needed.  If not, the 
budget will have to again go 
before voters, first at a Spe-
cial Town Meeting and then 
at the ballot box in a special 
election.  

If that fails, then a joint 
Special Town Meeting of 
both towns would decide the 
final budget.

...(Continued from page 1)
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Thanking Voters for 
Their Support

To the Editor,

I write to express my thanks 
to the folks who came to the 
polls on May 16 to cast their 
votes as well as to those who 
worked so hard on all the 
campaigns.  I thank the vot-
ers for supporting Sue Phil-
brick and me for the Planning 
Board, and I will do my best 
to work on your behalf.

I have to admit that I am not 
a natural campaigner.  I did 
not like the organizing and 
asking for contributions and 
all the work associated with 
making and placing signs, 
designing cards, attending 
meet and greets, and calling 
for help at every step of the 
way. I was fortunate in having 
assistance and encourage-
ment from many others.   The 
fact is that even with all the 
support, it was stressful and 
exhausting.  It was also weird 
seeing my name stuck into 
front yards all over town.

But it wasn’t all bad.  There 
were some wonderful take-
aways.  I enjoyed meeting 
and hearing the opinions of 
a lot of thoughtful and kind 
people. It was gratifying to 
have folks contact me- often 
out of the blue- and ask for 
a sign on their front lawn 
or to wish me well.   I spent 

part of an afternoon with 
a resident of Newport Park 
and learned about both the 
good things and challenges 
of living there.  I had an in-
teresting conversation with a 
Trustee of the Library about 
future plans to expand the li-
brary and make it more of a 
focal point of the downtown.  
I learned about an emerging 
group of social activists who 
want to promote diversity 
and greater affordability.   I 
thought it would be misera-
ble to stand for most of Tues-
day at the school entrance 
holding those silly signs- but 
I got to know and appreciate 
my fellow sign-holders.  It 
was rewarding to spend time 
with childhood friends and to 
make new friends.  I enjoyed 
getting to know my fellow 
candidates who comprise 
the Town’s leadership.  It was 
also gratifying to see that the 
voters could get past some of 
the misinformation and con-
sider the real issues.   

The challengers also 
worked hard.  They are well-
meaning people and we all 
share the goal of keeping 
Manchester’s unique char-
acter and making it a better 
place to live.  I admire their 
enthusiasm for getting things 
done, for sharing support for 
commercial development in 
the LCD, and for endorsing 
greater affordability of hous-

ing.  Their festive group of 
sign holders during election 
day at Memorial School called 
out the slogan to passing cars, 
“It’s time for change!”  

Indeed, it is time for 
change.  We have critical de-
cisions to make in the com-
ing years. Let’s finish the job 
of creating a better zoning 
bylaw.  Let’s keep working 
together to bring about the 
changes needed to make 
Manchester a more sustain-
able, thriving and vibrant 
community.

Thank you again,

Chris Olney 

Graditude to Voters

I write to thank Manchester’s 
voters for reelecting me to 
another term as moderator.  
After 28 years in office, my 
enthusiasm for the job is un-
diminished, and I’m grateful 
for their support.

As it was last year, turnout 
at the election was strong.  
1,332 voters went to the 
polls out of 4,351 registered, 
or 31%.  This was driven, of 
course, by contested races 
for Select Board and Planning 
Board.  Competition for elect-
ed positions is healthy for 
Manchester, introducing new 
candidates and possibly new 
ideas to town government.  I 
congratulate those who were 
elected and thank those who 
were not for participating.  

This election evidenced 
differences of opinion on crit-
ical issues facing the town:  
operating budget and capital 
expenditure questions, po-
tential changes to our zoning 
by-law, and on the horizon, 
whether and – if yes – how 
to comply with the mandate 
of state law for communities 
served by the MBTA.  These 
are questions that will pro-
foundly affect the future of 
Manchester; they also elicit 
strong emotions.  

In fact, they are potentially 
divisive.  It is crucial that we 
address them as friends and 
neighbors, respecting those 
whose opinions differ and 
recognizing that we all want 
the best for our town.  Each 
of us has a responsibility to 
state our views clearly, but 
equally to listen to those with 
whom we disagree.  Only by 
both speaking and listening 
can we hope to forge a con-
sensus on the town’s future.  
Without consensus – or at 

least a strategy that most 
residents support – we face 
dissension and dysfunction.  
As Abraham Lincoln said, “A 
house divided against itself 
cannot stand.”  Residents 
have met tough challenges in 
the past; I am hopeful we will 
do so again.

Sincerely yours,

Alan Wilson
Town Moderator

MBTS Needs More 
Family Affordable 
Housing

Building affordable housing 
in Manchester is a big proj-
ect, but we also think that 
it is obvious that something 
needs to be done. 

We are three students in 
the eighth grade at Manches-
ter-Essex Middle School, and 
we can see the impacts of 
less affordable housing in our 
neighborhoods.  Additions 
to affordable housing would 
benefit everybody and help 
increase diversity.  Currently, 
there are only four family 
affordable housing units in 
Manchester.  Comparably, 
a similar town like Wenham 
has more than double that 
number. 

The town needs to develop 
more units for families.  If 
you sign the petition to bring 
the topic to the next town 
meeting, we can create more 
affordable housing units for 
families in Manchester.

Aiden Cronin
Manchester

Best of Luck to Mark 
Hammond in his 
Retirement

I recently read in the Cricket 
about Mark Hammond’s re-
tirement.  At first, I was sur-
prised that he was old enough 
to retire and then started go-
ing back down memory lane. 

In the 90s and the early 
aughts, I was Chair for the 
Christmas Greens on the 
Common on behalf of the 
Woman’s Club.  The Annual 
tradition where members of 
the W’s Club created three 
large wreaths with cut Greens 
provided by the DPW for the 
facade of the First Parish 
Church, which the Manches-
ter Fire Dept. firemen had 
the task to hang up and take 

down each year until now.
One year the wooden 

wreath forms couldn’t be 
found and that ended that 
“hands on” project and 
the W’s Club purchases the 
Green wreaths ever since.

For many years, the DPW 
would wrap chicken wire 
around the fountain secured 
with wire in a cone shape and 
the women, most of them 
members of both the W’s 
Club and the Seaside Garden 
club, would fill it with all the 
Pine tree branches which the 
DPW would bring. The foun-
tain looked like a tree. 

When I took over, I asked 
Mark not to use chicken wire 
anymore and to tie only wire 
runners from the peak to the 
corners.  Also, instead of Pine 
Greens we would decorate 
the Fountain with garlands 
of laurel, etc. as a fountain 
should and it has been each 
Holiday Season since.

Mark continued this col-
laboration with me and my 
successors, between the Club 
and the Town, and he was al-
ways the man to contact.

In the 80s and 90s I was an 
exhibiting artist member of 
the Manchester Arts Council 
(later on “Manchester Cultur-
al Council” part of the Mass 
Local Cultural Council Pro-
gram) and became the MCC 
Chair of it for six years in 
2000 and stayed as member 
afterwards.

Up to that point, once a 
year the Council would hold 
a weekend “Arts Gala” where 
Manchester Artists would ex-
hibit their artwork for sale or 
not.

We had wooden panels 
built for it and held these Ex-
hibits at the First Parish Hall 
and later on at the Manches-
ter Community Center.

The wooden panels were 
kept in the Town Hall’s sec-
ond floor storage room and 
Mark and his crew would 
bring them with a truck to the 
Exhibiting Hall and take them 
back to the storage after the 
Exhibit each time.

After seeing all their hard 
work that it involved I spoke 
to Mark and informed him 
that I had approached the 
Selectmen about using their 
Meeting Room, the Hallway 
upstairs, the staircase walls 
and the front lobby in the 
Town Hall for the Arts Gala 
Event instead as a lot of other 
towns and cities in Massa-
chusetts had been doing by 
dedicating spaces for the Arts 

according to the Globe.
I reassured them that I 

would be responsible for set-
ting everything up on Friday 
evening as a Gallery with a 
reception for Artists and the 
public on Saturday evening 
and open house for all during 
the weekend. After closing 
on Sunday night everything 
was moved back in order, as 
if nothing had happened and 
the spaces were ready for 
business on Monday morn-
ing. And, from then on Mark 
Hammond did not have to 
deal with the wooden pan-
els anymore. I will always 
be grateful to Mark for his 
willing contribution while I 
was in charge of those activi-
ties for each of those Town 
Groups. Wishing him a good 
retirement with good health 
and pleasant times for the 
years ahead!

Thanks Mark,

Katerina Gates
Manchester

Masconomo Council 
1232 Knights of 
Columbus Record Sock 
Drive 

In late winter, we urged ev-
eryone to donate socks. Now 
we thank everyone who did.

Thanks to everyone who 
gave new, clean socks to the 
Masconomo Council 1232 
Knights of Columbus 2023 
Sock Drive.

Socks are one of the most 
important and useful cloth-
ing items that are provided 
to homeless people.  Clean 
socks promote good hygiene, 
health, and provide warmth 
during the cold winter 
months.

This year generous Cape 
Ann residents and parishio-
ners form Visitation parish 
Essex and Manchester-by-the-
Sea and St Paul’s Hamilton-
Wenham donated a record 
total of 1,127 pairs of socks 
that were distributed to local 
area homeless shelters on the 
North Shore and in Boston.  
The total this year knocked it 
out of the park and exceeded 
last year’s total of 1,000 pairs.

Again, thanks to all who 
gave.

Masconomo Council
1232 Knights of Columbus  
Manchester
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be original (no reprints), no more than 400 words and written in a 
general spirit of discourse, signed and include an email/phone and a 
valid address in case we have questions.  Letters may be edited for 
clarity and accuracy.  We have a “one letter, one person, one topic” 
policy, so please do not send multiple letters on a single issue.  We 
do not publish press releases, anonymous letters, those judged to be 
libelous or an invasion of privacy.  Longer pieces (up to 1,000 words) 
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MBTS Library’s beloved Children’s Librarian, Carol Bender, is retiring at the end of the month.  Come say 
goodbye and shower her with well wishes this week. � Courtesy Photo

Manchester Historical Museum
What's Old is New: The Trask House Portico
This year is the 200th 

anniversary of Man-
chester’s Hooper-Trask 

house, built in the summer 
of 1823 for Nabby Hooper, a 
then-unmarried self-made 
banker and retail operator, 
and now the home of the 
Manchester Historical Muse-
um at 10 Union Street.

Among the museum’s bi-
centennial undertakings 
is the restoration of a very 
important missing piece to 
downtown Manchester: the 
beautiful front entry por-
tico at the center-point of the 
house.  The original, removed 
about a hundred years ago, 
was added to the house when 
it was enlarged in 1830 for 
Abigail Hooper and husband 
Capt. Richard Trask.

The restored portico will 
be the portal which welcomes 
museum-goers to an entirely 
new experience at the Mu-
seum, complete with interac-

tive exhibits (some designed 
for young children) and a 
new room-by-room transfor-
mations (already under way) 
to relate a vivid narrative of 
Manchester’s people and en-
terprises in the 19th Century.  

One focus is Nabby Hooper 
(1788-1885), entrepreneur 
and builder of the house—the 
first woman in Massachusetts 
known to have built both her 
own business and her own 
residence.  Her story will be 
told through renovated and 
furnished rooms: a restored 
1823 kitchen, a corner of her 
department store, and her 
parlor, restored to its original 
color scheme.

Other new exhibits will fea-
ture little-known Manchester 
stories about the pre-colonial 
indigenous people, the salt-
cod fishery that sustained the 
town for nearly 200 years, its 
ascendancy as a furniture-
manufacturer (1830-1880), 

and the advent of its fame as 
a summer colony and center 
of the arts and theatre.  In ad-
dition, spaces will accommo-
date art shows, lectures and 
community gatherings.

To mark this significant 
200th anniversary, the Mu-
seum board has set a goal to 
raise $200,000 for the en-
dowment in support of the 
new programming and to 
attract 200 new members at 
the outset of the third centu-
ry of the Hooper-Trask house 
and its central place in the 
town. The first celebratory 
event, a party with orches-
tral music and catered food 
and beverages, will be held at 
Sharksmouth Estate at Kettle 
Cove on Wednesday, June 7 
and will include a presenta-
tion on “Winslow Homer In 
Manchester And Beyond” by 
Manchester author Bill Cross.  
Tickets are available on the 
MHM website.

Peek Into History: The Last of The Privateers 
of Manchester in the Revolutionary War

By Robert Booth

After the Revolution be-
gan at Lexington and 
Concord in April, 1775, 

the war for independence 
went on for eight long years.  
The land battles were fought 
in other colonies; but the war 
at sea was carried on largely 
from the ports of New Eng-
land, notably from Salem, 
Boston, Portsmouth, and 
Newburyport.  For seafaring 
men and boys, the fishermen 
and merchant mariners who 

made up most of the male in-
habitants of Cape Ann, their 
usual livelihoods had been 
shut down, so privateering 
was the way forward.  At first, 
the rebelling united colonies 
had no navy at all; then a 
few battleships were built 
by order of the Continental 
Congress; but the main na-
val force throughout the war 
was made up of the relatively 
small vessels—fishing schoo-
ners and freighters and, later, 
captured (former) British 
merchant vessels—that were 

fitted by their owners with 
deck cannon and rail-mount-
ed swivel guns and sent out 
as licensed privateers to prey 
on relatively defenseless en-
emy merchant shipping. 

Among the military lead-
ers of the town was its phy-
sician, Dr.  Joseph Whipple, 
the father of several young 
children, all residing at now-
8 Washington Street (then 
called High Street).  In July 
1777, 19 Manchester men 
and boys—including Doctor 
Whipple, bidding farewell to 

his pregnant wife Eunice—
joined a large crew on board 
the privateer brig “Glouces-
ter.” They had good success 
at first, capturing two Brit-
ish vessels which arrived 
in port as prizes; but then 
came silence.  The silence 
persisted, and dread set in, 
and then despondency vis-
ited the towns of Cape Ann, 
for the “Gloucester” never re-
turned—she had gone to the 
bottom with all on board.

At what is now 96 School 
Street, young Andrew Leach 
signed on board a New-
buryport privateer in 1779 
with nine fellow townsmen.  
Manchester, lacking a real 
harbor at that time, had no 
privateering vessels, but sent 
out many young men like 
Andrew, who was married to 
Jenny ( Jane) Sample and the 
father of an infant daughter.  
Crowding on board with high 
hopes of easy victories, the 

men prepared for a cruise 
of about three months; but 
we will never know how long 
they were at sea, for their ves-
sel, evidently hit by a terrible 
storm, was seen no more.

Andrew Leach’s brother, 
Ezekiel (1755-1822), began 
the war as a soldier and re-
mained so into 1776; thereaf-
ter, he went privateering.  He 
was captured with the rest 
of a crew and spent years as 
a prisoner of war.  He sur-
vived to be repatriated; and 
he resumed his sea-roving 
as a Manchester privateer.  
He and his wife Susannah 
(Sukie) Hilton would have 
seven surviving children—
including a son Andrew, 
named for his lost brother—
all of whom got to hear their  
father curse out anyone who 
would even mention the 
word England. 

After the war ended in 
1783, he shipped out as a sea 

captain, and then became 
a shoreman, owning fish-
ing vessels and supervising 
the curing of salt codfish in 
a fishyard.  Residing in the 
family home at 96 School 
Street, he prospered, and 
came to own trading vessels: 
the 54-ton schooner “Jane,” 
and the 90-ton “Active.” Af-
ter the conclusion of the war 
in 1783, Capt.  Ezekiel Leach 
was notable for his generos-
ity to the numerous poor, of 
whom many were young wid-
ows and fatherless children.  
The town had lost at least 50  
of its men and boys, gone pri-
vateering; the extent of their 
sacrifice cannot be overstat-
ed.

Historian and author Rob-
ert Booth is curator and mu-
seum director of the Manches-
ter Historical Museum, and 
regular contributor on local 
history for the Cricket.

A computerized rendition of the Manchester Historical Museum’s Trask House, circa 1823 when the 
house was built, with its handsome portico entry that the museum hopes to restore this year as part of its 
bicentennial. � Courtesy photo
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From this front door at 8 Washington Street, Dr. Joseph Whipple bade farewell to his young children and 
pregnant wife Eunice and went off to Gloucester to go privateering at the head of a band of Manchester 
men. � Courtesy photo

Their representatives said 
that only 70 percent of the 
employees would be on the 
site at any given time.

Ware suggested that CST 
supply parking data from its 
Beverly and Danvers loca-
tions so that the board could 
see if 236 spaces for the Man-
chester complex would be 
adequate.

The members of the board 
did not find any objections to 
size of the parking spaces.

“It seems to me the pur-
pose of our parking regula-
tions is to do two things,” said 
Board member Sarah Creigh-
ton. “One is to keep the im-
pervious surface to a mini-
mum. And the other is make 
sure that traffic doesn’t spill 
out to streets and cause traf-
fic or accidents. So, on both 
of those, I think their propos-
al meets those criteria.”

“This is reasonable so far,” 
said board member Laura 
Tenny. “It seems to me it’s 
headed in the right direc-
tion.”

Board member Christo-
pher Olney said that would 
still like to compare the num-
ber of parking spaces and the 
number used daily at CST’s 
other local facilities.

The board voted 6-0 to 
agree to the size of the park-
ing spaces but wants CST to 
provide more data concern-
ing the number of parking 
spaces as part of the site plan 
review. Board member Mary 
Foley was not present.

Creighton also noted that 

the four-storey parking ga-
rage would be need to be ap-
proved as part of the site plan 
review. 

“I don’t want to say, yeah, 
we are fine with a four-
storey garage until we have 
seen how it sits on the land 
and see how the storm wa-
ter drainage will work,” said 
Creighton.

In other business, the 
Planning Board received an 
update on the Facilities Plan 
from DPW Director Chuck 
Dam, who said the town was 
looking for lots of land to 
house new police, fire, and 
Public Works departments, 
as well as new locations for 
Council on Aging offices, a 
new library and even a new 
location for the water treat-
ment plant.

“So, if anyone has a 4- or 
5-acre parcels that they are 
looking to get rid of, that’s 
something we’d be interest-
ed in,” said Dam. The Black 
Earth lot off School Street 
was discussed as possible fu-
ture site for the DPW yard. 

Dam also said that the 
School Street repaving work 
would be complete in a cou-
ple of weeks.

A site plan review public 
hearing was opened on Black 
Earth Composting’s move to 
Pine Street. Andrew Brous-
seau, Black Earth’s partner 
and compost manager and 
CMA Engineering consultant 
Seth Morrissey presented an 
overview of the site plans, 
which will include the com-
pany’s composting facility 
as well as the town’s transfer 

station. 
The plans call for three 

entrances to the property off 
Pine Street. The first would 
be an entrance to the transfer 
station; the second, an exit 
from transfer station; and the 
third, an entrance and exit 
for the Black Earth vehicles.

All three entrances were 
planned at 24-feet wide. But 
Tenny suggested that since 
the middle one was only an 
exit, it didn’t need to be as 
wide as the others. She also 
suggested various landscap-
ing ideas to hide the plant 
from the street. Questions 
were raised about odor from 
the plant. But Brousseau 
assured the board that the 
state-of-the-art facility will 
minimize odors escaping to 
surrounding properties. The 
hearing on Black Earth was 
continued until June 12.

There will also be a public 
hearing of the Manchester 
Planning Board at 7 p.m. 
Monday, June 6 to review and 
explain the proposed zoning 
bylaw changes for consider-
ation at Manchester’s Special 
Town Meeting in June.  The 
proposed zoning changes 
are to, 1) update and clarify 
the Administrative section, 
2) add a section to clarify site 
plan review, and 3) to renum-
ber several sections.   These 
are part of the Board’s ongo-
ing effort to clarify and up-
date the Zoning By-Law.   The 
hearing can be attended in 
person or via Zoom, and, as 
with any public hearing, the 
public will be invited to com-
ment.  

...(Continued from page 1)

Memorial Day Closure
The library will close early at 
1 p.m. this Saturday, May 27 
for carpet cleaning and will 
be closed Monday, May 29 in 
observance of Memorial Day.

Hearthside Book Group
Tuesday, June 6 from 4-5 p.m.  
join us in person or on Zoom 
to discuss the novel “Horse” 
by Geraldine Brooks.

Discover India Series: The 
Spice Bowl (Virtual)

Tuesday, May 30 from 7-8 
p.m.  India is famous for its 
spices that are used for both 
culinary and health pur-
poses, many of which were 
included in ancient herbal 
medicines.  This presentation 
will describe the history of 
some of the spices, their ben-
efits, and how they are used 
in Indian cuisine and/or for 
health purposes.

Drop in Craft
Saturday, May 27 from 10 

a.m.-1 p.m.  Stop by and make 
a window cling mandala with 
an intricate paper outline 
and tissue paper.  The library 
will be open 10 a.m.-1 p.m. on 
this day due to annual carpet 
cleaning.  All ages, as long 
as you can handle cutting or 
tearing tissue paper.

Annual Book Sale and 
book donations
Annual book sale is August 
5.  Book donations will be at 
the Manchester Middle High 

School parking lot on June 10 
between 9 a.m. and 12 noon.

Craft Circle by the Hearth-
side
Sundays from 2-3 p.m.  Bring 
your craft project and cov-
ered beverage and enjoy 
comradery and conversation 
by the fireside. All ages wel-
come.

Literary Libations Writ-
ing Group is moving to 
Thursdays
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m.  
Do you need inspiration to 
start your next project?  Do 
you want some construc-
tive criticism before you 
send you work to an editor 
or publisher?  Meet with li-
brarian Maddy Willwerth or 

poet Crystal Condakes at the 
library’s hearthside for writ-
ing prompts, critique, and 
comradery.  Snacks and cof-
fee provided. Please register.

MPL Children’s Events: 
North Shore Children’s 
Museum Pass
The Friends of the Manches-
ter Library have donated a 
discount pass to the North 
Shore Children’s Museum in 
Peabody. The pass admits up 
to five persons at half-price 
admission.

Vox and Wonder Books
Kids are going to love these 
new audio and print picture 
and chapter books bound 
together for literacy and fun.  
The permanently attached 

Reader transforms an ordi-
nary print book into an all-in-
one read-along experience.  
No need for computers, tab-
lets or CDs, children simply 
push a button to listen and 
read.

Wicked Good Henna Sum-
mer Reading Kick Off
Tuesday, June 6 from 3-5 p.m.  
For ages 11-18:   It’s our Sum-
mer Reading Kickoff.  Stop 
by to get a splash of sweet 
body decoration courtesy of 
library fave Mandy Roberge—
and grab a sweet treat too. No 
registration required.

Stories and Songs with Ms. 
Carol
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Our youngest patrons and 
their caregivers are invited to 
share songs, rhymes and sim-
ple stories with Ms. Carol. .

Teen Advisory Board 
(TAB)
Second Tuesday of the 
month from 5:30-6:30 p.m.  
Want to earn community 
service hours while you de-
sign amusing activities for 
your friends and neighbors? 
Register on the library events 
calendar.
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Boys Lacrosse:
The ME boys’ lacrosse 

team hosted CAL member 
Amesbury HS on Monday.  
First 12 minutes out of the 
gate were back and forth, 
both teams exchanging tallies 
off possessions which Ames-
bury seemed to control.  The 
defense would find a rhythm, 
get stops, and transition to 
offense.  Three first quarter 
goals from Jesse Oliver, Mac 
Edgerton, and Quinn Brady 
would not be enough for the 
Hornets as they trailed 4-3 
heading to the second quar-
ter.  The Hornets offense 
responded with four unan-
swered goals in the second 
quarter to gain the lead 8-4 at 
halftime.

The third and fourth 
quarters were explosive for 
the Hornets offense.  There 
were 11 different goal scor-
ers on the afternoon, includ-
ing Freshman attack Charlie 
Thurlow’s first two registered 
varsity points (1g, 1a) fol-
lowing his first start of the 
season.  Manchester would 
outscore Amesbury 11-2 in 
the final two frames of the 
contest winning by a final of 
19-6, securing yet another 
home win on the season, and 
Manchester’s sixth CAL win.  
Manchester improves to 11-4 
on the season.

Game Scoring: Quinn 
Brady 4g, Mac Edgerton 2g, 
2a, Jesse Oliver 2g, 1a, Sam 
Athanas 2g, Cam Hubbard 
1g, 2a, Stephen Martin 1g, 1a, 
4/4 on face-offs, Doug Pratt 
1g, 1a, Charlie Thurlow 1g, 1a, 
Declan Kirk 1g, Alex Fraser, 
1g, Jack DiPasquale 8 saves, 
5 goals allowed and Connor 
Dickson 1 save, 1 goal allowed.

ME boys’ lacrosse hosted 
the Tanners of Peabody HS 
on Wednesday, their first out 
of conference contest since 
April 27.  Peabody would 
find the back of the Hornets 
net early in the first quarter 
off a low angle shot.  The 
Hornets responded with a 
goal from Jesse Oliver, how-

ever the Tanners would score 
three more times in the first 
quarter leading 4-1 after one.  
Manchester Essex’s defense 
would stand tall, killing off a 
man down penalty, and hold-
ing Peabody scoreless in the 
second quarter.  Quinn Brady 
would score twice to cut the 
lead to one, trailing 4-3 at 
halftime.

The second half both 
teams exchanged lengthy 
possessions at both ends, 
where both team’s goalies 
shined.  Senior Captain Jack 
DiPasquale backboned the 
Hornets’ defense with a sea-
son high 14 saves on the af-
ternoon, while Senior Sam 
Athanas played lockdown 
defense at the midfield.  Pea-
body was scoreless again all 
of the third quarter before 
scoring halfway through the 
fourth quarter to go up 5-4 
with their second lead of the 
day.  Athanas would score in 
transition with a bounce shot 
from the slot to tie the game 
at 5.  Then it was Hornets 
Senior Midfielder Chase Dick-
son with a dodge to his left 
to the middle and tuck one 
past the Peabody goalkeep-
er, to earn himself the game 
winning goal with little time 
to spare.  Peabody would 
win the ensuing faceoff, and 
yet turn the ball over to the 
Hornets defense once again.  
Manchester would march 
down the field, call a timeout 
and kill off the last two min-
utes of the clock in the box to 
secure the win 6-5.  It was an 
absolute battle of a win over 
a solid Division One team for 
the Hornets as they improve 
to 12-4 on the season.

Game Scoring: Quinn 
Brady 2g, Mac Edgerton 1g, 
1a, Jesse Oliver 1g, Sam Atha-
nas 1g, Chase Dickson 1g and 
Jack DiPasquale 14 saves, 5 
goals against.

The ME Boys Lacrosse 
team travelled up the North 
Shore on Friday to Ipswich 
High School for a rematch 
of their previous meeting 

just two weeks ago.  The 
first game was a dominant 
win by Ipswich; however 
the roles were in reverse as 
the Hornets took a quick 2-0 
lead early in the first quarter 
thanks to back-to-back goals 
from Junior Midfielder Quinn 
Brady.  Ipswich cut the lead 
to 2-1 shortly after with a long 
possession of their own and 
shortly tied the game soon 
after to end the first quarter 
of play.  Second quarter the 
home team Tigers scored ear-
ly to take the lead, but with 
the Hornets defense playing 
shut down defense on top op-
posing players they were able 
to hold Ipswich scoreless for 
the rest of the quarter.  The 
Hornets responded with two 
more goals to head into half 
4-3. The third quarter was 
scoreless for about eight min-
utes, with both teams’ de-
fense’ making stops and big 
saves.  Jack DiPasquale made 

some spectacular composed 
saves when Manchester Es-
sex needed to be bailed out, 
while Mark Pollock, Brennan 
Twombley, and Sam Athanas 
held it down for the defense-
men. It would be Mac Edg-
erton that stuck a shot off 
stick high from outside with 
about three and a half min-
utes remaining to increase 
Manchester’s lead to 5-3 
leading into the fourth.  The 
last 12 minutes seemed to 
be all controlled by the visit-
ing Hornets, with goals from 
Doug Pratt and Quinn Brady 
again in the slot off a feed 
from Charlie Thurlow behind 
the cage.  Ipswich would win 
two face-offs and gain two 
possessions of their own and 
cash in on both to climb back 
within 2 with short time left 
in the fourth. Manchester 
would end the game by kill-
ing the clock  to beat Ipswich 
for the first time since 2012. 

Final score was 7-5, where 
Manchester Essex moves to 
12-4 on the season, and 7-4 
in the CAL. Game Scoring: 
Quinn Brady 3g, Mac Edger-
ton 2g, Jesse Oliver 1g, Doug 
Pratt 1g, Charlie Thurlow 1a 
and Jack DiPasquale 9 saves, 
5 goals against.

Girls Tennis:
The Hornets had two big 

matches in the past week, 
a rematch with Hamilton 
Wenham and a huge con-
test against Lynnfield on se-
nior day.  The girls fell 5-0 
to Ham Wen on the road 
but had two incredibly close 
matches at both 1st and 2nd 
doubles.  The whole team 
rebounded on Friday against 
Lynnfield and secured a huge 
4-1 win with awesome tennis 
played across the board.  The 
doubles teams of Sophie Za-
losh / Emery Weber-Provost 
and Sienna Crocker / Grace 

Scarbrough both cruised to 
straight set wins while Calista 
Lai won a long, tight 3 setter 
and Grayson Crocker rattled 
off 9 straight games after go-
ing down 5-4 in the first set to 
win 7-5 6-0. 

Baseball:
HW 12 - ME 6.  Troy Flood 

went 2-4 with a HR a dou-
ble and an RBI with 2 runs 
scored.  Kevin Mckenna 
and Matteo Sarmanian each 
drove in a run.

Lynnfield 11 - ME 2.  Troy 
Flood threw 6 innings but fell 
short as Lynnfield broke it 
open in the 6th.  Kevin Mck-
enna and Matteo Sarmanian 
each had a hit. 

Ipswich 12 - ME 6.  Mike 
Deoreo, Troy Flood and 
Kevin Mckenna had multiple 
hits.  Mike Deoreo, Zak Porat, 
Matteo Sarmanian, Jacoby 
Catazaro, and Ross Edelstein 
all drive in a run.

 Hornets Nest Library will be closed Friday, May 26 and reopen Tues-
day, May 30 for Memorial Day

Author Nancy Horan (Virtual)
Wednesday, June 28 from 7-8 p.m.  Join Nancy Horan and 
Therese Fowler as the discuss Nancy’s new book, The House 
of Lincoln, a sweeping historical novel which tells the story 
of Abraham Lincoln’s ascendance from rumpled lawyer to 
U.S. President.

Friends of the Library Gardening
Sunflower growing contest, pick up your free packet of sun-
flower seeds to grow over the summer.

Library of Things
Giant Jenga, Corn Hole and Pickleball

Museum Passes
Passes available for your holiday weekend.

ESSEX POLICE NOTES  
MONDAY, MAY 15
8:08 a.m.  Turtleback Rd., disturbance, assisted as needed.
1:13 p.m.  River St., motor vehicle complaint, erratic opera-
tion, gone on arrival. 5:59 p.m.  Western Ave., motor ve-
hicle stop, citation issued. 7:57 p.m.  Eastern Ave., fire in-
vestigation, fire false.

TUESDAY, MAY 16
9:26 a.m.  Harlow St., male fall, transported to hospital.
11:46 a.m.  Main St., motor vehicle stop, arrest. 6:52 p.m.  
John Wise Ave., male fall, transported to hospital. 9:29 p.m.  
Lakeshore Drive, motor vehicle lockout, assisted as needed.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17
12:15 p.m.  Scotts Way, male fall, transported to hospital.
4:41 p.m.  John Wise Ave., citizen assist, assisted as needed.
8:15 p.m.  Apple St., motor vehicle stop, verbal warning.
10:39 p.m.  Martin St., directed patrol, secured/checked.

THURSDAY, MAY 18
1:23 a.m.  Martin St., motor vehicle stop, verbal warning.
9:08 a.m.  John Wise Ave., citizen assist, spoken to.
2:15 p.m.  John Wise Ave., traffic hazard, secured/checked.
4:43 p.m.  Goodwin Court, disabled motor vehicle, assisted 
as needed.

FRIDAY, MAY 19
1:17 a.m.  Centennial Grove Rd., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 1:39 a.m.  Conomo Point Rd., directed patrol, 
secured/checked. 5:45 a.m.  Chebacco Terrace, directed 
patrol, secured/checked. 6:19 a.m.  John Wise Ave., motor 
vehicle stop, written warning.

SATURDAY, MAY 20
6:50 a.m.  Conomo Point Rd., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 7:01 a.m.  Eastern Ave., selective enforcement, se-
cured/checked. 7:04 a.m.  Eastern Ave., motor vehicle stop, 
citation issued. 5:31 p.m.  John Wise Ave, motor vehicle 
stop, verbal warning.

SUNDAY, MAY 21
12:53 a.m.  Apple St., utility request, notification made.
2:10 a.m.  Story St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
5:13 a.m.  Main St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
7:13 a.m.  John Wise Ave., selective enforcement, no action 
taken. 

Essex Locals | May 26
115 Years Ago – 1908

The work of the local superintendent of the gypsy and 
tall brown moth suppression, Otis O. Story, is appreciat-
ed by state superintendent Kirkland as seen by the third 
annual report just issued.

90 Years Ago – 1933

A very unusual accident was reported at the Gaybrook 
garage last week.  A passing motorist had called there to 
have his gas tank filled and started before the hose had 
been removed, ripping the tank from its fastenings caus-
ing a short circuit and explosion of gasoline setting it afire 
and leaving a burning trail of gas behind and setting the 
car on fire.  The fire department was called but the blaze 
was put out before the arrival of the department, with 
small damage.

800-736-4929
ScottEnergyCo.com

ScottEnergy Community Bulletin Board

This ad space has been purchased by the ScottEnergy Company  
and is offered free of charge to local non-profits 501(c)(3) and  

public organizations. Call the Manchester Cricket at 978-526-7171  
to reserve this space for your group.

Supporting Our Community Since 1946

Sales service rentals

we fix all makes

Come visit our new location 
@ 21C Lexington Ave, Magnolia

(978) 712-8012

Grand opening Feb 2

Saturday saw the Essex bridge being dedicated as town officials and guests cut the ribbon across the center of the bridge.  This event 
took place during the 3-day Essex in Bloom celebration.  Pictured left to right; Paul Stedman, District 4 Highway Director, MADOT, Tim 
Hezzy, Project Engineer, MADOT, State Senator Bruce Tarr, Ruth Pereen, Chairman, Essex Board of Selectmen, Brendhan Zubricki, Town 
Administrator, Paul Francis, Chief of Police and Rick Bodi, General Superintendent, MAS Building & Bridge (project contractor).  
� Photo Paul Clark

Paper flowers adorn a building at Shepard Memorial Park during the Essex in Bloom celebration over Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  
Flower displays were featured all over town and there were many special events planned. � Photo Paul Clark

Town Administrator’s Report 

Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 
of May 22, 2023
Report covers from April 29, 
2023 to May 19, 2023

Bathing Beach Permit 
Renewals

Every two years, the Board 
of Health requires any owner 
of public or semi-public bath-
ing beaches to apply for a 
renewal of bathing beach 
permits.  The permitting pro-
gram allows the Board and 
its staff to keep updated on 
areas that are being utilized, 
including a summertime wa-
ter quality sampling program 
performed by the Board of 
Health Administrator.  The 
Selectmen are responsible 
for three public bathing 
beaches (the beach on Che-
bacco Lake at the Centennial 
Grove, and Clammers’ and 
Front beaches at Conomo 
Point.  With all three per-
mits set to expire this year, 
the Town Administrator (TA) 
requested applications for re-
newals and submitted them 
to the Board of Health office.

Town Clerk Hiring Update
At the last meeting, the 

Board asked that the Town 
Clerk expected vacancy be 
readvertised with a new ap-
plication deadline of May 
16, 2023 (after a candidate 
who had been offered the 
job declined to accept).  The 
current Town Clerk repeated 
the advertising regimen used 
during the month of March 
and I reposted the job locally.  
One new candidate with de-
sirable qualifications applied 
and the Board interviewed 
the candidate on May 18, 
2023.  Subsequent to the in-
terview, the Board asked that 
a specific offer letter be sent 
to the candidate and that has 
occurred.  The candidate, 
Marie Felzani, has accepted 
the Board’s offer and will 
soon work out a schedule for 
part-time cross-training with 
retiring Town Clerk, Pamela 
Thorne, through July 14, 
2023.  Marie will assume the 
Town Clerk position full-time 
as of July 15, 2023. It may be 
necessary to request a Re-
serve Fund Transfer to pay 
both Marie and Pamela dur-
ing cross-training.

Transfer Station Solid 
Waste Compactor Replace-
ment Contract Award

Bids for the replacement 
of the Essex Transfer Station 
Solid Waste Compactor were 
due on April 20, 2023.  We 
received a total of two bids, 
with the lowest bid being 
from Reaction Distributing, 
Inc. of Ontario, Canada.  The 
base bid (for the solid waste 
compactor) was $119,716.  The 
add-alternate bids for up to 
two, smaller compactors for 
recycling were $29,378 each 
(making the total $149,094 if 
one add-alternate is elected 
or $178,472 if both add-al-
ternates are selected).  The 
second bid was from Maguire 
Equipment, Inc. and pricing 
was as follows: base bid -- 
$165,067, each add-alternate 
-- $26,465.

The Town apparently bud-
geted sufficient funds for the 
improvements to the trans-
fer station (the transfer sta-
tion special appropriation 
for $280,000 presently has 
a balance of approximately 
$239,000 since new site fenc-
ing and a new garage door 
have already been charged 
to the account).  If all aspects 
of the bid are accepted, the 
Town will still have approxi-
mately $60,000 to install re-
cycling compactor pads, run 
underground electrical con-
duit and wiring, and any oth-
er miscellaneous site work.  
Over the last two meetings, 
the Board has been waiting 
for the Superintendent of 
Public Works and the Board 
of Public Works to verify that 
the proposed equipment in 
the NECB/Reaction Distrib-
uting bid meets all of the 
Town’s specifications.  The 
TA learned during the week 
of May 15, 2023, that the 
Board of Public Works does, 
indeed agree that the lowest 
bid meets the Town’s speci-
fications.  To be certain of 
the specifications to be deliv-
ered, the vendor has agreed 
to attach clarifying materials 
to the contract as certain as-
pects of the vendor’s bid ap-
peared to be in conflict with 
others.

Request for Proposals for 
Summer Camp and Youth/
Adult Enrichment Services

As the Board may recall, 
the previous Town Meeting 
authorization for a 10-year 
contract for summer camp 
services expires after the 
coming summer.  The An-
nual Town Meeting just held 
authorized the Board to enter 
into a new contract, starting 
next summer, for up to five 
years.  In order to meet State 
procurement requirements, 
the opportunity for the con-
tract (which will also include 
youth and adult enrichment 
services) will need to be ad-
vertised and interested ap-
plicants (which will include 
the YMCA) will need to re-
spond to a formal Request 
for Proposals (RFP).  Given 
that the last RFP used for 
this purpose did not include 
youth and adult enrichments 
services, it will be useful for 
the Board to determine how 
that expanded scope should 
be described in the new RFP.

Third-Party Ambulance 
Billing Agreement Re-
newal

Our third-party ambulance 
billing contract is considered 
on an annual basis.  Our pres-
ent vendor, Comstar, has 
provided excellent service 
and has developed a succes-
sor agreement for fiscal year 
2024.  The Fire Chief concurs 
with this course of action.

Apple Street Roadbed 
Elevation and Culvert Re-
placement Project Update

As the Board is aware, cer-
tain abutters retained legal 
counsel to appeal a recent 
Essex Conservation Commis-
sion Order of Conditions to 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP).  The abutters 
are asserting that the DEP 
should issue a Supersed-
ing Order of Conditions that 
prohibits the project from 
moving forward.  Selectman 
Phippen, Town Counsel, 
our engineering team, rep-
resentatives of the appel-
lants, representatives of the 
DEP, and Mr. Zubricki par-
ticipated in a DEP site visit 
to the project area on May 
17, 2023.  The group walked 
the entire project area and 
the DEP representative took 
the opportunity to ask ques-

tions.  Our engineering team 
had already developed a de-
tailed memo providing an-
swers to questions raised by 
the appellants, along with 
information that the appel-
lants had asserted the Town 
had not generated (which 
was not the case).  Gener-
ally, after suggesting that one 
particular portion of land 
adjacent to the project area 
might have been classified as 
an upland area when it could 
actually be a wetland area,  
the DEP representative took 
the matter under advise-
ment.  The Town will provide 
to the DEP and to the appel-
lants’ legal representative 
various other documents 
that may be helpful (includ-
ing the replanting plan that 
has been developed by the 
Town Planner).

Also, on May 9, 2023, rep-
resentatives of the Massachu-
setts Environmental Policy 
Act (MEPA) Office and other 
State agencies reviewed the 
project via remote meeting 
with our engineering team 
and the TA since the project 
is subject to the Environmen-
tal Notification Form (ENF) 
process under MEPA.  An 
attorney representing some 
of the abutters to the proj-
ect on whose land the Town 
requires easements for the 
project to be viable was also 
on the call.  Parties involved 
in the review of the project 
asked a variety of questions 
and our engineering team 
agreed to provide several 
documents and plans to sup-
plement the review file after 
reviewers indicated those 
would be useful in the review 
process.   

CAPE ANN
INSURANCE 
AGENCY
A division of Salem Five Insurance Services

978.283.7757  •  23 Dale Ave, Gloucester, MA

Home  •  Renters  •  Auto
Business  •  Life Insurance
Workers’ Compensation

Insurance products offered through Salem Five Insurance Services, LLC. Insurance products are not 
FDIC insured, not bank guaranteed, not a deposit and not insured by any federal government agency

Girls LAX coach Nan Gorton congratulates sophomore goalie, Brigid Carovillano, on her 300th career save on May 11 @girls lacrosse game 
vs. Hamilton-Wenham. What an incredible achievement! � Courtesy Photo

The families 
of Hadley 

Levendusky (left) 
and Paige Garlitz 

celebrate Senior 
Day for the girls 

lacrosse team.  
Photo Paul Clark 

Tennis Lessons: ME Boys Tennis Shows 
Growth Against Top Competition

By Jason Brisbois

While it might seem 
natural to focus on 
the pile of victories 

that the MERHS boys’ tennis 
team has accumulated this 
spring, coach Rob Bilsbury 
would rather look at how his 
team played in losses to the 
top competition in the CAL 
as the season has progressed 
to gauge how much the Hor-
nets have improved.

The Manchester Essex 
coach points to the team’s 
two losses against Hamilton-
Wenham.  On paper, the 
Hornets lost to the Gener-
als twice by an identical 4-1 
score on both May 17 and 
April 28.  To Bilsbury, the 
important thing was just 
how his team played the sec-
ond time around against the 
same challenging CAL foe.

At first singles, Jack Cum-
mins lost 0-6, 3-6, in the 
April match but was much 
more competitive on May 
17, losing 5-7, 3-6 in much 
more competitive sets.  It 
was a similar story at first 
doubles and third singles, 
while second singles stalwart 
Charles Virden provided the 
Hornets’ only points in each 
match.

“We went from being beat-
en handily to a more closely 
contested 4-1 loss,” says the 
coach.  “It makes us feel like 
if we see them again in the 
state tournament, we will be 
right there with them, and 
there’s no reason to be afraid 
of them because we can play 

with them.  We are lucky 
enough to know we can get 
there and now we don’t have 
to put them on a pedestal.”

As a result, a team that is 
11-6 overall and 9-3 in the 
Cape Ann League is finding 
encouragement in losses like 
the recent one to Hamilton-
Wenham, as well as seeing 
similar improvement in a 
4-1 loss to Lynnfield on May 
19.  A May 22 matchup with 
Marblehead completes the 
“murderer’s row” segment 
near the end of the regular 
season schedule that could 
end up being the perfect 
preparation for things going 
up another notch when the 
MIAA tournament begins 
next month.

“Marblehead is a team 
that would probably beat 
Lynnfield, and Lynnfield 
beat Hamilton-Wenham,” ex-
plains Bilsbury.  “Those are 
the types of matches – when 

you’re playing solid, hard-
hitting opponents – are the 
best to get you ready for the 
state tournament.  We have 
three quality opponents, 
back-to-back-to-back, we end 
up with North Reading (May 
24) and then we have a little 
bit of time before the tourna-
ment starts.”

That bit of time in between 
the end of the regular season 
and the tournament should 
give the Hornets more op-
portunity to keep things 
lively in practice, one of the 
secrets to the team’s success 
this spring.

“We have feisty contention 
for spots on the team,” says 
Bilsbury.  “We work hard 
in practice, which keeps us 
playing at our best.  That 
competition level has helped 
us to improve on our sea-
son.”

The coach points to the 
work that team captains 

Cummins, Virden, Finn 
Straub and Alexander Breuk-
er have done as the primary 
reason these sessions are so 
competitive and so success-
ful.

“That’s why practice is the 
way it is,” explains Bilsbury.  
“Those guys have just really 
helped us get to where we 
are right now.”

Cummins and Virden in 
particular have set an exam-
ple with their focus on self-
improvement.

“Charlie, with his back-
hand and Jack, with his serve 
and tactical strategies and 
ability to change things, both 
have worked hard on their 
tennis skills and both have 
been phenomenal.”

Also, of note has been 
the play of Jack Lawler  
and Finn Birkeland at second 
doubles.

“They’ve been super de-
pendable getting real im-
portant points for us in big 
matches,” says Bilsbury.

At the start of the week, 
the Hornets were looking to 
wrap up another successful 
season and perhaps improve 
on their top-10 rating in the 
MIAA Div. 4 Power Rankings, 
a crucial factor in determin-
ing postseason seeding and 
playoff matchups.  Thankful-
ly, Manchester Essex seems 
to be peaking at the perfect 
time.

“It’s been a good overall 
season, and this is a great 
group that’s playing better 
and better as the season’s 
gone on,” says Bilsbury.

ME Hornet senior tennis players from left to right; Sophie Zalosh, Emery 
Weber-Provost, Vanessa Gregory, Lexi Hano, Calista Lai, Helaina Davis and 
Mary Callahan. � Courtesy Photo

ME Hornet Jack Cummins shows perfect form as he lines up to serve 
to his CAL opponent. � Photo Paul Clark
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interior design services

COLES COLOR  

and  D E S I G N

Jennifer Coles, principal 
colescoloranddesign.com
jen@colescoloranddesign.com

978.808.7481

Manchester BOH April 
Diaper Drive

In April, the Manchester 
Board of Health held a 
diaper drive and last week 

members of the Manches-
ter Department of Health 
thanked residents who do-
nated as they dropped the 
donations to Beverly Boot-
straps, benefiting people in 
need in our local communi-
ties.

In all, 125 pounds, 62 pack-
ages of diapers and three 
packages of wipes, were do-
nated.  

This is a wonderful dem-
onstration of the compas-
sion and willingness of the 
community to work together 
and improve the lives of our 
children and families.  The 
board gave a special thank 
you to Crosby’s Marketplace, 
Manchester Public Library, 
Manchester Police, and Man-
chester Town Hall who col-
laborated and provided sup-
port by hosting collection 
boxes, raising awareness of 
the unmet need for diapers 
in Manchester and through-
out Massachusetts.  

Who is the American 
Legion Auxiliary?

They began in the after-
math of World War I.  
They continue today 

with a motto of Service Not 
Self.  They made a differ-
ence.

Injured and ill soldiers 
coming home in 1919 needed 
help.  On September 16 Con-
gress charted The American 
Legion; The American Le-
gion Auxiliary was formed 
at their first national conven-
tion in November.  In 1921 
Edith Hobart from Ohio was 
the first national convention 
president, and Hobart’s vi-
sion of a national hospital 
system began.  The blood 
red poppy became the Le-
gion’s memorial flower.

Purpose and population 
grew as Juniors were accept-
ed in 1934, and the ALA Girls 
State program was estab-
lished in 1937 to honor those 
who brought us our free-
dom.  Girls learn the “funda-
mentals of U.S. Government 
along with its rights, privi-
leges and responsibilities of 
citizens.”  In 1947 ALA Girls 
State hosted the first ALA 
Girls Nation in Washington, 
D.C and both programs con-
tinue today.

Many Manchester families 
are represented on the Girls 
State list from 1948 to the 
present.  

With 600,000 WW II mili-
tary injured, programs for 
rehabilitation of disabled 
veterans were established 
in 1944.  The Korean War 
brought more injured and 
advances in care.  The Aux-

iliary worked behind the 
scenes in supporting veter-
ans and their families in their 
communities. Manchester’s 
Post 113 began in 1920 with 
the Auxiliary the following 
year on October 11, 1921.

The National Auxiliary 
Emergency Fund was cre-
ated in 1969, “to assist mem-
bers who suffer a significant 
financial setback as the re-
sult of an act of nature or 
other personal crisis.”  Pop-
py donations are Manches-
ter’s emergency fund.

The Veteran’s Home in 
Chelsea has been a part of 
our Unit giving since 1945.  
We have had dedicated 
members who yearly helped 
with gifts for the Christmas 
Shop.  Since Covid, money 
has been sent for medical 
supplies.

Manchester’s Unit 113 Le-
gion dinner raffle baskets 
support Legion and Aux-
iliary scholarships, Girls 
State, and Operation Troop 
Support postage.  The Le-
gion building has a box in 
the front foyer for dona-
tions for our troops.  If you 
would want it from home, 
pop some in the box to send 
overseas.

To answer the question: 
Who is the American Legion 
Auxiliary?  They are all who 
desire to serve our veterans 
in your town of Manchester.

Four Auxiliary members 
and juniors will be stationed 
downtown on Saturday.  
Pick up a poppy, an Auxilia-
ry Coloring Book, and share 
your veteran stories with 
us.  Credit cards will be ac-
cepted.

One of the largest 
collections of origi-
nal plein air oil 

paintings of Rocky Neck 
ever exhibited can be seen 
now through June 1 at Ste-
phen LaPierre’s Open Stu-
dio at 75 Rocky Neck Ave. 
in Gloucester. 

LaPierre, a year-round 
resident of the historic 
Rocky Neck Art Colony 
for the past six years, is 
exhibiting more than 100 
of his original oil paintings 
of the Neck’s architecture 
and harbor views.  Many 
of LaPierre’s pieces allow 
us to see the changing 
landscape of this unique 
piece of land that has at-
tracted leading oil paint-
ers from John Sloan and 
Edward Hopper to Emile 
and Robert Gruppe, since 
the mid 1800’s. 

The exhibit is open sev-
en days a week from noon 
until 8 p.m., 75 Rocky 
Neck Ave. (2nd floor), next 
to the newly reopened 
Rudder restaurant.  

Major Exhibit of Original Oil Paintings 
of Gloucester’s Historic Rocky Neck 

Manchester’s public health nurse, Pamela Crehan, posed last week 
at Beverly Bootstraps as part of the town’s Dept. of Health’s donation 
of diapers and baby wipes.  � Courtesy photo

* * *
These aren’t 
the droids 

you’re looking 
for. 

~ Obi-Wan Kenobi -

Point Counterpoint
Should the US Adopt Ranked 

Choice Voting?

This month high school 
debaters across the 
nation will debate the 
resolution: “Resolved: 
The US should adopt 
ranked choice voting 
for its federal elections.”

Every election cycle, the me-
dia decries partisan polariza-
tion as the cause of America’s 

policy ills.  The story goes – most 
Americans are moderate and will-
ing to compromise, but our elected 
representatives are hardliners who 
rarely break the party mold.  

Why are Senators and members 
of Congress so much more extreme 
than the average American?  Why is 
government gridlocked over seem-
ingly commonsense things, like 
spending on infrastructure, rais-
ing the debt ceiling, and common-
sense reform?  Why are congressio-
nal hearings clogged with useless 
grandstanding and brinksmanship 
that never translates into actionable 
legislation for the American people?

One possible answer to this ques-
tion is the two-party system, where 
elections are essentially contests 
between the candidates that win 
party-primaries.  Because the win-
ner is the candidate with a plurality 
of votes, it makes very little sense 
to run a third-party challenger.  Do-
ing so would inevitably split the 
vote between the challenger and 
their closest ideological compatriot, 
which would result in both losing.  
The winning candidate would be 
the least acceptable choice to both 
other parties.  This style of elections 
is called “winner-take-all.”

One alternative to the winner-
take-all approach is ranked choice 
voting (RCV).  Ranked- choice vot-
ing is an electoral system that al-
lows voters to rank candidates by 
preference on their ballots.  Just 
like in winner-take-all elections, if 
a candidate wins a majority of first-
preference votes, they are declared 
the winner.  If no candidate wins a 
majority of first-preference votes, 
the candidate with the fewest first-
preference votes is eliminated.  The 
eliminated votes are reallocated to 
the candidate that was indicated as 
the voter’s second preference.  An 
instant runoff election determines 
whether any candidate has won 
most of the adjusted votes.  The pro-
cess is repeated until a candidate 
wins an outright majority.

 This topic is a deep dive into pub-
lic policy and implicates some of the 
most fundamental aspects of our 
democracy.  The topic forces de-
baters to think about how different 
electoral systems create structural 
incentives for different kinds of 
candidates to prevail.  It also makes 
students consider normative ques-

tions, such as what type of candi-
dates should prevail in an effective 
democratic system.  Fortunately, 
ranked-choice voting has been pi-
loted in many countries and locali-
ties worldwide.  Smart debaters will 
take this topic out of the abstract 
and make it about the successes and 
difficulties that actual places have 
faced in their transition to ranked 
choice. Here are two opinions on 
the topic. 

Nota Bene: High school debates cen-
ter on a controversial topic and fol-
low specific rules of debate to ensure 
a fair and clear response competition.  
Competitors are required to argue 
both sides of the topic, both pro and 
con.  Arguments and opinions do not 
represent the opinion of the debater.  
This article first goes through the CON 
side then PRO.

CON : No to 
Ranked Choice 

Voting
By Gwendolyn Berger

Ranked choice voting is a vot-
ing method that sequentially 
eliminates candidates in a se-

ries of rounds until it reaches a win-
ner.  Voters list their candidates in 
order of preference. (1).

The CON side of this argument 
takes a few stances including the 
complexity of the election, the 
heightened risk for extremism, 
and decreased representation.  A 
common critique is that it is com-
plicated and overwhelms voters 
(2).  An important part of voting is 
being well-informed about the can-
didates.  However, in ranked choice 
voting, responsible voters have to 
conduct increased amounts of thor-
ough research when deciding the 
rankings for their ballot (4).  This is 
very time-consuming for the typi-
cal voter, especially if it’s for a local 
election with upwards of 20 candi-
dates running.

Because of the complexity of 
these elections, it takes much lon-
ger to process than a traditional 
election.  The issue here is that 
even small delays can breed distrust 
about the election and destabilize 
America’s fragile democracy.

The effect is that it leads to a low-
er voter turnout which is undesir-
able in a democratic election. Fur-
thermore, the nature of RCV leads 
to higher error rates on the ballots 
when compared to traditional elec-
tions (4).  Moreover, the system in 
which ranked choice voting works 
can promote extremist candidates. 

The issue with ranked choice vot-
ing is that it permits extremist can-
didates with narrow support bases 
to run in elections without acting as 
a spoiler for one of the other major 
party candidates.  In this type of 
voting, if no candidate gets a majori-

ty, candidates are dropped from the 
election and their support is reallo-
cated amongst the remaining candi-
dates until one wins majority (3).

As The Hill states, “ranked-choice 
voting makes it more difficult to 
elect moderate candidates when the 
electorate is polarized.”

The Hill explains that, for ex-
ample, in a three-person race, the 
moderate candidate may be pre-
ferred to each of the more extreme 
candidates by a majority of voters. 

But, ranked choice voting makes 
it so voters with far-left and far-
right views will rank the moderate 
persona in second place instead of 
first place.  Since ranked-choice vot-
ing counts only the number of first-
choice votes, the moderate candi-
date would be eliminated, leaving 
one of the extreme candidates to be 
declared the winner.

This makes it more difficult for 
minorities to have a voice in the 
election because their preferred 
candidates may get voted out in the 
first round.  An article by Joseph 
Coll said, “Though previous stud-
ies have found potential benefits of 
RCV, some evidence suggests rank-
ing multiple candidates instead of 
choosing one most preferred candi-
date may be difficult, with potential 
demographic disparities linked to 
age, gender, or racial or ethnic iden-
tity” (5).

This eliminates important repre-
sentation in local, state, and federal 
elections. 

PRO : Yes to 
Ranked Choice 

Voting
By Stella Straub 

Ranked choice voting is an al-
ternative to the winner-take-
all approach that is used in 

various states and cities across the 
United States.  In this system, vot-
ers can rank candidates by prefer-
ence on their ballots.  If a candidate 

wins a majority of first-preference 
votes, they are elected.  However, 
if no candidate wins the majority, 
the candidate with the fewest first-
preference votes is eliminated and 
the eliminated votes are reallocated 
to the candidate that was the voter’s 
second preference.  An instant run-
off election determines whether 
any candidate has won most of the 
adjusted votes.  The process is re-
peated until a candidate wins an 
outright majority. 

One of the major benefits to 
ranked choice voting is that it can 
help promote democracy and up-
hold democratic values.

Democracy in the United States is 
at a critical juncture. Polarization is 
incredibly high, and public trust in 
the government is increasingly low. 

“A December 2021 poll found 
nearly two-thirds of Americans say-
ing that ‘American democracy is in 
crisis and at risk of failing,’” wrote 
Peter Ackerman for the Ameri-
can Purpose in the 2022 article, 
“Ranked-Choice Voting Is More 
Democratic, Not Less”. 

RCV revolutionizes the voting sys-
tem and strengthens democracy. 

“RCV, by contrast, encourages 
the election of candidates with the 
broadest electoral appeal.  It also 
makes it likely that candidates who 
win will have the support of a major-
ity of voters.  A factional candidate 
might get 30 percent of the vote, 
but if that candidate doesn’t attract 
wider support, they won’t succeed 
in an RCV system,” wrote  Fredreka 
Schouten in the 2022 article, “Can 
ranked-choice voting save Ameri-
can democracy? We ask an expert” 
for CNN. 

RCV presents a promising so-
lution in order to strengthen the 
health of American democracy in 
order to promote peace.

Another benefit of RCV is that it 
reduces political polarization by en-
couraging candidates to appeal to a 
wide base in the primaries.

“‘With ranked choice voting, you 
have an incentive to engage your 
opponent’s base and seek their 
second-and third-choice votes.’  Re-

warding candidates with broader 
support in the primaries would 
create for better options in general 
elections, where the use of ranked 
choice voting would also serve to 
encourage bipartisanship and can-
didates to seek second-choice votes 
from communities they would nor-
mally ignore,” Ryan Suto wrote for 
Fair Vote in his 2022 article, “Want 
to fix our polarized politics?  Fix 
how we vote.” 

RCV encourages candidates to 
campaign across party lines, which 
is how it decreases polarization.  Ad-
ditionally, it allows for more centrist 
and third-party candidates.  Voters 
are less discouraged by the idea of 
voting for a third-party candidate 
because they do not see their vote 
as a waste in a ranked-choice voting 
system. 

Lastly, ranked-choice voting en-
courages voter participation be-
cause voters feel more empowered 
to vote for candidates they truly 
believe in.  Research shows RCV in-
creases voter turnout which is good 
for democracy. For instance, RCV 
improved turnout in mayoral elec-
tions in Minneapolis-St. Paul.

“In the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
Metro Area, the introduction of IRV 
caused a 9.6 percentage point in-
crease in turnout for mayoral elec-
tions.  The effect on turnout is larger 
for precincts that have higher pov-
erty rates,” Eamon McGinn wrote in 
his 2020 report “Rating Rankings:  
Effect of Instant Run-off Voting on 
participation and Civility.” 

Overall, ranked-choice voting 
can be beneficial to democracy by 
reducing political polarization and 
voter turnout.  Adopting this system 
may be the key to improving the 
state of American democracy. 

Point / Counterpoint is a regular 
feature in the Manchester Cricket by 
the Manchester Essex Regional High 
School Debate Team.  Readers who 
would like to respond, or follow up 
with the team, please email news@
thecricket.com.

In commemoration of 
the upcoming June-
teenth holiday, the Es-

sex National Heritage Com-
mission (Essex Heritage) 
and Salem Maritime Na-
tional Historic Site present 
“Journey to Juneteenth” 
with Valerie Tutson at the  
Salem Armory Regional Visi-
tor Center on Saturday, June 
10 at 11 a.m. 

“Journey to Juneteenth” is 
a 45-minute program com-
prised of a collection of short 
stories celebrating freedom.  
During the performance, 
Tutson will recount the day 
that news of emancipation 
reached Galveston, Texas, 
through the eyes of a fic-
tional character.  Audiences 
will learn about the day 
General Granger read Order 
No. 3 and its impact on the 
fictional character's life as an 
enslaved person and what 
happened to her and her 
family after. 

All ages are welcome, and 
the event is free to attend, 
but registration is strongly 
encouraged as space is lim-
ited.  Registration is available 
through the Essex Heritage 
website: https://essexher-
itage.org/event/journey-to-
juneteenth/ 

“We are excited to bring 
this presentation to the Sa-
lem Armory Regional Visitor 
Center and look forward to 
the many festivities taking 
place throughout the Heri-
tage Area leading up to June 
19.  Finding new and interest-
ing ways to help people of all 
ages know and appreciate 
this day of freedom is very 
important and we are grate-
ful to the National Park Ser-
vice for partnering with us 
to make the event possible 
and free to the public,” said 
Essex Heritage CEO Annie C. 
Harris. 

“We are truly honored 
to celebrate Juneteenth at 

our site and to highlight the 
significance of this holiday 
alongside our partners.  Be-
ing a partner on this great 
program and wonderful ex-
hibit is a way for the National 
Park Service to engage with 
this crucial piece of our na-
tion's history and its ongoing 
impact in our society.  We 
are grateful to Ms. Tutson, 
the North Shore Juneteenth 
Association, and Essex Heri-
tage for partnering with us to 
offer these important events 
to our park visitors,” said 
Superintendent Jennifer Har-
din of Salem Maritime and 
Saugus Iron Works National 
Historic Sites.

The National Park Ser-
vice will also host A Tower 
of Strength: Black Women 
of the Suffrage Movement 
exhibit curated by the 
North Shore Juneteenth  
Association Inc. from June 1 
- July 16 in the visitor center 
gallery. 

“Journey to Juneteenth” 
Hosted by Local Groups

On Friday, the ME Music Honors 
Society along with the Soundwaves 
held their first Open Mic Night for 
student performers.  Emceed by 
Maddie Machain and Chloe Lilly.  
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Solution to puzzles on page 10SudokuPuzzle
CLUES ACROSS

1. Wear away by friction
7. Insecticide
10. Elicited a secret vote
12. Beef
13. Disagreement
14. __ Crawford, supermodel
15. Jeweled headdress
16. Digits
17. Trillion hertz
18. Snap up
19. Classical portico
21. Residue after burning
22. Large integers
27. Free agent
28. Where ballplayers work
33. Blood type
34. Scottish city
36. Google certification 
(abbr.)
37. Serbian monetary unit
38. Make a sudden surprise 
attack on
39. Wood or metal bolt
40. Relaxing attire
41. Famed neurologist
44. Dullish brown fabrics
45. Member of ancient Jewish 
sect
48. Griffith, Rooney
49. Lawmakers
50. Government lawyers
51. The arch of the foot

CLUES DOWN

1. Nonflowering aquatic plant
2. Britpop rockers
3. National capital
4. Consumed

Aerobic
Balance
Circuit

Compound
Cool Down

Deadlift
Energy
Fitness
Heart

Intensity
Interval

Isometrics
Lunge

Movement
Muscles
Oxygen

Recovery
Resistance

Stamina
Strength
Stretch

Warm Up
Workout

Yoga 

Solutions on Page 11

5. The habitat of wild ani-
mals
6. Sun up in New York
7. Cygnus star
8. Male parents
9. Talk to you (abbr.)
10. A place to clean oneself
11. Southwestern US state
12. South Korean idol sing-
er
14. Pirate
17. Pituitary hormone 
(abbr.)
18. Mistake

20. Promotions
23. Prepares
24. Partner to flowed
25. State lawyer
26. Patti Hearst’s captors
29. Pound
30. Electronic data pro-
cessing
31. Sports player
32. Treats with contempt
35. Apprehend
36. Excessively talkative
38. Highways
40. Ribosomal ribonucleic 

acid
41. College organization for 
males
42. Any customary obser-
vance or practice
43. Employee stock owner-
ship plan
44. Male parent
45. The 23rd letter of the 
Greek alphabet
46. Female bird
47. Autonomic nervous sys-
tem 

Religious Notes
Cornerstone Church
We gather for worship each 
Sunday at 10 a.m. and wel-
come you to join us for a time 
of studying the scriptures 
and praising the Lord.  Other 
ministry updates and details 
can be found on our web-
site, www.CornerstoneNorth-
Shore.org.  If you have any 
special needs or concerns, 
please let us know!  We’re 
here to serve!

Visitation Parish – Mass 
Schedule
The Visitation Parish Mass 
Schedule:
Sacred Heart Church – Sat-

urday Vigil Mass – Virtual 
Mass – on our Youtube as well 
as www.mecatholic.org
Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m.
St. John the Baptist Church 
– Saturday Vigil Mass – 5 p.m.
Sunday Mass – 10 a.m.
Please go to our website:  
www.mecatholic.org for Sac-
ramental Information as well 
as Parish Registration if you 
are new to town or looking to 
join a Catholic Church.  

The Assumption of the Vir-
gin Mary Greek Orthodox 
Church 
8 Lafayette Road,
Ipswich Mass.

Church services, with Father 
Christopher Kolentas, are 
held each Sunday. 
Sunday’s Divine Liturgy, with 
Father Christopher, starts at 
9:30 a.m. followed by a week-
ly sermon.  All are welcome to 
attend.

First Parish Church 
Manchester-by-the-Sea 
Worship Sunday May 28, 
2023, 10 a.m., 10 Central St 
and streamed on Facebook, 
FirstParishChurchManches-
terMa. 
Worship Leader, Rev. Teri 
Motley
Music led by Dr. Herman 
Weiss and the First Parish 
Choir, Rebecca Shrimpton, 
Paul Knox
Monday, Friends of the COA 

Senior Drop in 10 a.m.- 12:30 
p.m.
Book Group 6:30 p.m. “Les-
son in Chemistry” by Bonnie 
Garmus will be discussed.
Wednesday, Choir rehearsal 
7:30 p.m.
Thursday Health Clinic VNA 
10 a.m.- 12 Noon free and 
open to all
Seaside Parish Knitters 1-5 
p.m.
Bible Study, Via Zoom 4 p.m. 
join in with computer, smart 
device or dial in on a phone - 
email office.fpchurch@gmail.
com or call 978-526-7661 for 
the link

St. John’s Church
Every Sunday we hold ser-
vices at 8-10 a.m.  Childcare 

is available during the 10 a.m. 
service.

Gloucester Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church 
10 Church Street, holds Sun-
day morning services at 10 
a.m. in-person in its historic 
sanctuary, as well as online.  
Please visit the church’s web-
site, www.gloucesteruu.org, 
for the link to the livestream.  
Activities provided for ele-
mentary school-aged children 
during the service.  Masks are 
always now optional.  Our 
church is handicap acces-
sible.  All are welcome.

Quaker Meeting
Quakers of the North Shore 
worship every Sunday from 
10-11 a.m. at the Glen Urqu-
hart School:  74 Hart Street, 

Beverly Farms, Mass.  It is 
an unprogrammed Quaker 
Meeting.  There is no Pastor 
(or leader) save the spirit of 
God in and among us.  Our 
worship is primarily silent.  
When a worshiper is moved, 
it may include a brief, spoken 
ministry offered in a ‘spirit of 
worship.’  Friends gather qui-
etly, awaiting the experience 
of God’s presence. 
If you are new to Quakers, 
someone will be happy to 
talk with you and answer 
any questions you may have.  
Send an email to: northshore-
quaker@gmail.com.  First 
Day School, our Children’s 
Program, consists of forest 
walks near the Glen Urquhart 
School led by Jessica Kagle 
from the Kestrel Foundation.  
Blessings To You.

Call Me Burt Not 
Ernie

Hiya! Burt here!  I’m 
a 4-month-old Lab-
rador retriever mix.  

I’m a little anxious but I show 
it as fawning or fidgeting.  I 
like to be as close as possible 
to you, I tend to whimper 
quite a bit, and give subtle 
calming signals like paw rais-
ing and yawning.  My trainer 
here thinks it would be best 
if I could get into a force-free 
puppy training course.  If 
you’re looking for a kind, lov-

ing, lap puppy, send an appli-

cation in and let’s meet!
Burt is available to meet 

by appointment.  To submit 
an application for Burt, or 
for more information about 
him and all the other ani-
mals waiting for homes at 
the Christopher Cutler Rich 
Animal Shelter, 4 Paws Lane 
in Gloucester, visit capeann-
animalaid.org.

PETS OF THE WEEK 
By Lawrence Lamb, DVM

Congestive heart failure 
(CHF) is the clinical 
syndrome of fluid re-

tention due to severe heart 
disease.  

In dogs and cats, the fluid 
is retained in specific parts 
of the body, depending on 
the side of the heart that is 
diseased.  The left side of 
the heart brings oxygen-
ated blood to the body, the 
right side brings blood to the 
lungs where it becomes oxy-
genated.  

The heart should be seen 
as an amazing pump and 
seems complicated to under-
stand at first, however, once 
seen as a mechanical device 
that moves blood to different 
parts of the body, it can be 
demystified.  

CHF occurs because the 
pressure in the veins and 
capillaries draining into the 
diseased side of the heart 
increases to the point that 
fluid leaks out of the veins 
and capillaries.  The capillar-
ies and veins that drain into 
the left side of the heart are 
those coming from the lungs, 
so fluid leaks into the lungs.  
The capillaries and veins 
that drain into the right side 
of the heart are those coming 
from the body, so fluid leaks 
into the belly (ascites) or cre-
ates swelling in the legs, the 
skin under the belly.  Swell-
ing of the legs or the skin is 
uncommon in dogs and cats 
with right-sided CHF, but 
much more common in hu-
mans and horses.

It can be useful to think 
of this like a garden soaker 
hose.  If water is flowing 
through the hose under low 
pressure, only a little bit 
of water leaks through the 
soaker hose.  However, if 
we increase the pressure in-
side the hose, water starts to 
emerge from the soaker hose 
at a much greater rate and 
floods your garden.  

The same happens with 
the capillaries – under low 
pressure, only a little fluid 

leaks out of them, but if the 
pressure is too high, a large 
volume of fluid leaks out into 
the surrounding tissue, and 
overwhelms the ability of the 
body to absorb the fluid.

CHF requires severe heart 
disease that increases the 
resting cardiac pressure.  For 
example, diseases that cause 
leakage of valves like mitral 
or tricuspid valve disease 
can result in CHF if the leak is 
big enough.   Pericardial dis-
eases can prevent the heart 
from relaxing and stretching 
properly, which can result in 
right-sided CHF.  Heartworm 
disease can cause right-sided 
CHF.  Many congenital de-
fects that shunt blood can 
result in CHF like patent duc-
tus arteriosus, ventricular or 
atrial septal defects.  Con-
genital diseases that obstruct 
outflow from the heart, , do 
not normally cause CHF.

The clinical signs of CHF 
depend on the side of the 
heart that is diseased.  As 
fluid starts to deposit fluid 
into animals’ lungs, the 
amount of oxygen in the 
blood decreases because it 
can’t be absorbed from the 
lungs.  Human patients de-
scribe this as shortness of 
breath, initially during exer-
tion, such as climbing stairs, 
and eventually even when 
stationary.  

However, animals cannot 
tell us if they are short of 
breath.  Sometimes, own-
ers will notice a decrease in 
exercise ability, such as not 
going as far on walks and get-
ting winded on walks more 
quickly.  Keep in mind, many 
things can cause exercise in-
tolerance.  

Coughing has been de-
scribed as a feature of CHF 
in dogs, but there is some 
doubt as to whether CHF re-
ally causes coughing or not.  
Again, many dogs and cats 
cough for reasons other than 
heart disease.  As the fluid 
continues to build up, dogs 
and cats will also show dif-
ficulty in breathing as well 
as a faster respiratory rate.  

This is especially true of cats, 
who can hide their disease 
until it becomes advanced.  
Consequently, many cats see 
veterinarians with labored, 
open mouth breathing that is 
almost gulping for air, which 
appears to have started all of 
a sudden.  In dogs, the clini-
cal signs can be more gradu-
al and subtle.

With right-sided CHF, the 
most common presentation 
is a swelling of the abdomen 
(ascites), making the dog 
appear pregnant.  The dis-
comfort from a belly full of 
fluid results in difficulty get-
ting comfortable or breath-
ing comfortably when lying 
down.  These dogs will even 
resort to sleeping in a sitting 
position at times! Appetite 
often decreases slightly be-
cause of the abdominal pres-
sure.   If there is a buildup of 
fluid in the chest cavity, the 
animal might show difficulty 
in breathing.

The diagnosis of CHF re-
lies on pairing the clinical 
signs of increased respira-
tory rate and difficulty in 
breathing with the severe 
heart disease that is respon-
sible for these clinical signs.  
Many times, a murmur can 
be heard for the first time.  
The pet’s heart rate will be 
elevated, their respiratory 
rate will be elevated.  Some 
cats come in with a low body 
temperature because they 
are somewhat shocky from 
inadequate oxygen.

If I suspect CHF, I will take 
chest x-rays to see if there 
is evidence of severe heart 
disease that appears as an 
enlarged heart; and look for 
areas through which light 
does not pass in the lungs 
consistent with pulmonary 
edema, or fluid in the chest 
cavity consistent with pleu-
ral effusion.  If I am unsure 
or require additional infor-
mation, I might recommend 
a cardiac ultrasound.  Those 
are often performed by spe-
cialists, typically veterinary 
cardiologists or radiologists, 
who have the necessary 

equipment.
Treatment is directed at 

both the underlying heart 
disease and the accumula-
tion of fluid.  If possible, the 
cause should be corrected.  
Repairing a leaking mitral 
valve will correct the prob-
lem almost immediately, 
although this procedure is 
currently very expensive and 
performed by a limited num-
ber of surgeons.

The mainstay of medical 
treatment of left-sided CHF 
is the use of certain diuret-
ics, such as lasix.  Diuretics 
reduce blood volume and 
consequently reduce the 
pressure in the veins, forcing 
the fluid out into the lungs or 
the abdomen.

Other drugs are much less 
effective than diuretics and 
should never be given as 
the only drugs for managing 
CHF.  If a dog or cat does not 
require a diuretic, they most 
likely do not have CHF.

The fluid buildup in right-
sided CHF often requires 
repeated manual removal, 
using large catheters to make 
the patient feel better.  In 
many dogs, this can be done 
as frequently as every week 
or two.  Ideally, when cou-
pled with medical treatment, 
the frequency of belly taps 
can be reduced somewhat.

The most important thing 
to monitor with left-sided 
CHF is respiratory rate.  Pro-
vided the respiratory rate 
when sleeping is in the nor-
mal range, we can reason-
ably assume that we have 
good control of the CHF.  
When the sleeping respirato-
ry rate starts to increase, ad-
justments in treatment might 
be necessary; a veterinarian 
will evaluate the patient to 
determine exactly what to 
do.  Many veterinarians will 
monitor bloodwork to make 
sure that the medications 
being given are not causing 
problems with kidneys or 
elsewhere.  If a pet appears 
to destabilize after a period 
of control, additional x-rays 
might help better evaluate 
the situation.

The prognosis depends 
somewhat on the underly-
ing disease.  With the more 
common diseases, such as 
mitral valve disease in dogs 
or hypertrophic cardiomy-
opathy in cats, once CHF is 
diagnosed and treatment in-
stituted, survival is generally 
less than two years.  With 
mitral valve disease, approx-
imately 50 percent of dogs 
will succumb to their disease 
within eight to 10 months, 
and only 20 percent live for 
18 to 24 months.  With hy-
pertrophic cardiomyopathy 
survival data are less clear, 
but some older studies sug-
gest that 50 percent of cats 
will succumb to the disease 
within seven to 10 months.  
As is always the case, a few 
individuals will live longer 
than expected.

Dr. Lamb is the Veterinar-
ian at the Manchester Animal 
Hospital.
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Manchester Planning Board

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Planning Board of the Town 
of Manchester-by-the-Sea will hold 
a Public Hearing on Tuesday, June 
6, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 

Location: This is a Hybrid 
meeting. The Planning Board will 
meet in Room 5, Town Hall and 
on Zoom.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/896238
36690?pwd=a0V1WWxOSnk2aG5C
Y2ZSeVRIN21ndz09

Meeting ID: 896 2383 6690  
Passcode: 423768 Dial in: 646 
558 8656 

Legal Notice Zoning Articles for 
June 6, 2023 Town Meeting

Residents of the Town of 
Manchester-by-the-Sea please 
note that the Manchester-by-the-
Sea Planning Board will hold 
a public hearing on Tuesday, 
June 6, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in 
Room 5 of Town Hall, 10 Central 

Street, Manchester-by-the-Sea, 
MA. to discuss amendments and 
corrections to the Manchester-
by-the-Sea Zoning By-Law. 
These changes include adding or 
correcting the following sections 
of the By-Law:

•   Section 12 Administration

•   Adding a new Section 6.5- Site 
Plan Review

•   As needed, correcting cross-
references of recently renumbered 
sections and correcting 
typographical errors.

Copies of the proposed language 
are on file with the Town Clerk, 
Town Hall, 10 Central Street, 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA. and 
at the Public Library, 15 Union 
Street, Manchester-by-the-Sea, 
MA and on the Planning Board 
website.  For more information, 
please contact Gail Hunter, 
Planning Board Administrator 
(hunterg@manchester.ma.us) or 
Interim Town Planner, Betsy Ware 
(wareb@manchester.ma.us). 

Posted to MNPA website:   
http://masspublicnotices.org.

May 19, 2023 MC 
May 26, 2023 MC

LEGAL NOTICE

PROOF #1
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Gloucester | $2,195,000
Lanesville ocean front with spectacular views of Ipswich Bay. 
2-3 bedrooms, open floor plan, part ownership of seaside 
quarry. Alice Miller 

Rockport | $1,095,000
Circa 1907. Step back into the era of yesteryear & remember 
how homes were once built. Exquisite Old World Charm is the 
major theme throughout. Mary Matthews

Manchester | $4,975,000
Watch your boat sail in from this stunning oceanfront property in 
prime estate location.  Magnificent views from every room. 3Br 2 
Bath, 2 car garage. Lynda Surdam 

Manchester | $1,100,000
Turn Key, free standing condo- a rare find in village location in 
Manchester by the Sea: 4 bedrooms & 2 full bathrooms, w/ a 
spacious primary suite.  Brian Rothe

Ipswich | $779,000
Located on a picturesque road and very close to acres of 
conservation land, this updated 3 bedroom contemporary cape 
has so much you are looking for.  
Joan McDonald & Dee Vigneron

Magnolia, Gloucester | $899,000
Are you looking for a home that is nestled in the lovely village 
of Magnolia and located between the town of Manchester 
by-the-Sea and the ocean views of Gloucester's Stacey Blvd.? 
Then look no further.  Hope Watt-Bucci

Rockport | $5,200,000
Proudly positioned overlooking Pebble Beach in the coveted 
South End of Rockport, this oceanside clapboard and 
stone home will captivate you from the moment you arrive. 
 Scott Smith

Manchester | $849,000
Now showing! Beautifully renovated Mansard on .6 acre 
lot. Well-designed modern layout with high end finishes 
throughout. Krista Julian 

573 HALE STREET, BEVERLY, MA
OFFERED AT $5,490,000

For more than 170 years and 6 generations “Burnside” has 
been home to the same family. Constructed in 1851, this 
direct beachfront property on Plum Cove is a significant 
estate in historic and exclusive Pride’s Crossing. Pass 
the stone pillars and proceed on a 1/3 mile long appealing 
drive filled with mixed deciduous and coniferous woodlands.

bythesea.evrealestate.com

723 Hale Street, Beverly Farms | 978.865.1168 
120 Main Street, Gloucester | 978.522.6233

Victor Paulino
351.201.0258

7 6F 1H7,415 Sq.Ft.

162 DODGE ROAD, ROWLEY, MA
OFFERED AT $799,000

On the market for the very first time, this meticulous and custom-
built New England Salt Box exudes a sense of warmth and 
serenity the moment you step inside. An impressive renovation 
has transformed the first floor, seamlessly blending the 
sun-filled living room with the impeccably designed kitchen.

McClelland Del Rio Group
978.828.1579

4 2F 1H2,550 Sq.Ft.

Wenham $1,325,000
New Construction! Last 2 luxury 2-bedroom plus office, 
2.5-bath open concept attached 2,425 sf homes with 
fireplaced living rooms, deck, 2-car garage at Wenham 
Pines, 55+ active adult community.

Deb Evans & Alle Cutler

Hamilton $859,000
Move-in ready 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath Contemporary has 
refinished wood floors, 2021 roof, central air. Beautiful 
open kitchen-living-dining area, large primary suite, 
office. 2-car heated garage. 

Michelle Theriault

Newburyport $749,900
Recently renovated 2-bedroom, 2-bath townhouse in 
North End near downtown, park and rail trail. Open floor 
plan, fireplace, hardwood throughout. Fenced yard, 2-car 
parking and no condo fee.

Patricia Gallagher Martin

Danvers $749,000
Ranch style home in “Woodvale” neighborhood with 
four bedrooms, two wood-burning fireplaces and large 
fenced-in backyard. The in-ground pool is currently 
empty and in need of repair. 

Holly Baldassare

Ipswich Starting at $909,900
Farm Village Phase III. Beautiful new, architect-designed 
homes range from 2,300-2,857sf adjacent to 40+acres 
open space. Near Downtown. Several designs, 2-car 
garages. Ready in 2023!

Alle Cutler & Ed Dick

Beverly $1,980,000
Roseledge - Gracious stately home in Beverly Farms set 
in an acre of gardens is an oasis with seasonal ocean 
views. Near the beach, town and train and filled with 
incredible charm.

Hackett & Glessner

Manchester $1,995,000
Estate setting! Meticulously renovated, updated classic 
1950’s 3-bedroom Contemporary. Original pegged oak 
flooring, great room, 3 fireplaces, new 3-bedroom septic. 
Near beach, train, harbor.

Christine Grammas

Hamilton $2,495,000
Picture-perfect clapboard home on 3.94 acres. Fine 
craftsmanship, flexible, open-flow layout, stunning chef’s 
kitchen, office, library, and main level master suite. 
Generator, 3-car garage.  

George Needham

Thinking of  
Buying or Selling 
YOUR Home - 

WE ARE HERE  
TO HELP!

Find us on     : 
JBarrettRealtyNorthShore 

1 Beach Street • Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA 01944 • 978.526.8555

www.jbarrettrealty.com
J Barrett & Company, LLC supports the principles of both the Fair Housing and the Equal Opportunity Acts.

The North Shore’s Premier Real Estate Agency


