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Presidents Day: Monday, February 19

“Change will not come if we wait ...
been waiting for. We are the change that we seck.” ~ Barack Obama

We are the ones we’ve

VOL. 136,NO. 39

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2024

PRICE: $1.25

BRIEFLY

Last Call! MBTS
COA Off to Olive
Garden

On Friday, February 16th, the
Manchester Council on Aging is
offering a trip to the Olive Gar-
den in Danvers. Olive Garden
is a casual dining restaurant
chain that specializes in Italian
American cuisine. Join in and
get your pasta fix. The van will
start picking up seniors around
11a.m. Call to reserve. On an-
other note, the COA this week
started its weekly (Thursdays)
tax filing support service with
volunteer counselors trained
by the Internal Revenue
Service. Contact the COA: 978-
526-7500 for info.

Wellspring Hosts
Free Feb. 24 Open
House in Honor
of Black History
Month

The community organization,
Wellspring, will open its doors
for tours as part of a free Open
House featuring its “History
Lives Here” exhibit from 10
a.m. to 12 noon Saturday, Feb
24. The West Gloucester site
that Wellspring has always
operated from is also the
historic site of the Davis-
Freeman House. Come learn
about the fascinating story of
the Freemans, a prominent
Black American family who for
more than 100 years owned
and lived in the home where
Wellspring is headquartered
today. Tours run every 15
minutes and are limited to 10
guests. Docent-led tours of
the exhibit and activities will
engage and inform attendees
of all ages on an important
piece of Gloucester’s history.
Information at the Wellspring
website.

Mark Your
Calendars: Greater
Cape Ann Career
& Educational

Advancement Fair
On Thursday, March 7, from
5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Gloucester
High School Field House, the
Greater Cape Ann Chamber

of Commerce, in partnership
with Gloucester, Rockport,
Manchester-Essex, Ipswich,
and Essex North Shore Agricul-
tural & Technical High Schools,
will host its annual free Greater
Cape Ann Career & Educational
Advancement Fair. This is

a great opportunity for high
schoolers to learn about a full
spectrum of opportunities, in-
cluding meeting with represen-
tatives from more than 75 col-
leges, trade professionals, and
more than 50 business leaders.
Find summer jobs, internships,
community service opportu-
nities, and, yes, educational
options after graduation.

SINGING
BEACH
SUNDAY,
3 p.m.

Many folks
showed up to
see the running
of the many
brave this

past weekend
for the 2024
Magic Years
Cooperative
Nursery School
Polar Plunge.
The event raised
$9,000 (wow!)
for the school.
And the day
was relatively
temperate, so
Mother Nature
gave the group
a bit of a pass
this year. Great
job for a great
cause!

Photo:
Erika Brown

Cell Signaling Hearmg to Begin March 11

By Jeff Pope

he public hearing on

I the Cell Signaling plan
for a new research-
and-development laborato-
ry to employ over 500 peo-
ple will begin on March 11,
according to a tentative plan
set forth by Planning Board
chairman Ron Mastrogia-
como at the Feb. 12 meeting.

Cell Signaling is seeking
a special permit to build
the laboratory over two
phases off Atwater Avenue
in the area of the old gravel
quarry. The first phase will
include one of two labora-
tory buildings, which will be
connected by a lobby. The
first phase will also include
a parking garage, which will
be expanded during the sec-
ond phase.

Attorney Mark Glovsky,
CSI development consultant
Peter Gourdeau and Matt
Connors of Hancock Asso-
ciates attended Monday’s
Planning Board meeting.
CSI had submitted a box full
of documents to the town re-
cently as part of its applica-
tion for the special permit.

CSI had already received
a variance from the town’s
Zoning Board of Appeals on
several building height ex-
emptions last November.

Glovsky said CSI is cur-
rently before the town’s
Conservation Commission
to get its approval for the
project.

The hearing on the spe-
cial permit can take up to six
months, but Mastrogiacomo

Cell Signaling is seeking a special permit to build a corporate campus over two phases off Atwater
Avenue in Manchester’s Limited Commercial District. The process is expected to conclude in June.

said for a start, the Planning
Board was setting aside five
additional meetings after
March 11, to discuss traffic,
civil engineering, landscap-
ing, geo-thermal, utilities,
financial and environmental
issues.

At each of the hearings,
experts from CSI, or their
consultants, will present
reports on how the project
will affect the different ar-
eas of concern, such as traf-
fic. The Planning Board will
then be able to hire its own
consultant to conduct a peer
review, if it feels it is neces-
sary.

Town Planner Marc Resn-
ick presented the board with

a list of three possible com-
panies to do those peer re-
views - Environmental Part-
ners of Woburn, BSC Group
of Boston and Sampson and
Weston of Reading.

Resnick said he had sub-
mitted CSI’s application to
Environmental Partners.
“They will be submitting a
cost estimate of all of their
hourly rates,” said Resnick.

He said he had talked to
someone at Weston and
Sampson and that they are
used by many communities
around the North Shore, “I
need to talk to a different
person but they are inter-
ested in the project,” said
Resnick.

BSC hasn’t responded to
Resnick’s calls. “Someone
might be on vacation,” said
Resnick. “I will follow up

cerned that certain subjects
be covered in the peer re-
view process. Several mem-
bers mentioned stormwater
and water runoff from the
project as a concern. Mas-
trogiacomo said that would
be handled as part of the
civil engineering discussion.

Board member Susan
Philbrick raised the con-
cern about the effect of
the project on the surround-
ing wildlife. That will be
part of the discussion on en-
vironment.

Mastrogiacomo said they
Resnick will meet with
members of the town’s Po-
lice, Fire and Public Works
departments to get input on
the project, then report to
the board.

Glovsky also said that CSI
would be putting together
a presentation, probably
for the start of the hearing,
which would, hopefully, an-
swer a lot of residents’ con-
cerns about noise, lighting,
and visibility of the project

As Deadlines Approach, MBTA Task

Force Moves Forward

Editor’s note: Maps

with them as well.” from Route 128.

Several of the Planning .
Board members were con- --(Continued on page 11)
Weekly Weather Chart
Saturday 17 Feb 35° 20°
Sunday 18 Feb 36° 22°
Monday 19 Feb 37° 28°
Tuesday 20 Feb 46° 31°
Wednesday 21 Feb 40° 37°
Thursday 22 Feb 38° 34°
Friday 23 Feb 38° 35°

Weather data pulled Wednesday and is subject to change.

that show the differ-
ent areas being con-
sidered by the MBTA
Zoning Task Force
are on the town’s
website, under the
Quick Link to MBTA
Zoning, then scroll
down to the group
listed Maps. The
first map is the most
recent, although

it does not include
changes discussed at
this week’s meeting.

By Jeff Pope

ime was foremost
on the minds of the

Manchester-by-the-Sea

MBTA Zoning Task Force
members at its meeting on
Feb. 8.

New Town Planner Marc
Resnick set up a long-range
schedule for the Task Force,
starting with joint meetings
with the Planning Board in
April, and sending the Task
Force’s completed proposal
to the Executive Office of
Housing and Livable Com-
munities by May 18. That is
about a month earlier than
was proposed at the Task
Force’s last meeting.

The EOHLC has 90 cal-
endar days to approve or
reject the plan. This sched-
ule would allow the plan to
go to public hearings with
the Planning Board and
Select Board in September
and October and go to a spe-
cial Town Meeting in early
November.

When asked if the Task
Force has time to look at

other options, Resnick re-
sponded, “You don’t have
that luxury anymore.”

Task Force member Rich-
ard Smith said he was con-
cerned that they would be no
further along after the next
meeting. “I'm still worried
that we end the next meet-
ing and still have two options
that we want to check,” said
Smith. “I would like to think
that we could have a decision
pretty much in our minds
when (Consultant Emily
Innes) does could back.”

Innes presented the Task
Force with several workable
plans, although the side ef-
fects were often not what the
Task Force was looking for.

The zoning plan that the
Task Force is looking to ap-
prove, needs to meet the fol-
lowing criteria:

» Rezone at least 37 acres;
* those acres must average at
least 15 units of multi-fami-

ly housing per acre;

« allow for at least 559 units
in the rezoned area;

e include at least 40 percent
of the 37 acres (or 14.8
acres) be within a half mile
of the MBTA commuter rail
station on Summer Street.

The Task Force has
said it prefers to try not
to exceed any of the criteria
by any more than they have
to.

One option (Option 7) that
Innes provided would be
to rezone only the general
district downtown and the
Manchester Athletic Club
and medical building in the
Limited Commercial District.
The problem with this plan is
that it rezones 97.7 acres and
allows for 1,351 units in the
LCD, both far exceeding the
needed numbers.

...(Continued on page 5)
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Manchester Town Hall is
Open to the Public. Public
hours are 9 a.m. - 4:45
p-m. Monday through
Wednesday and 9 a.m.

- 6:15 p.m. on Thursday.
Essex Town Hall hours are
Monday through Thursday
7:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m.

Essex ConCom
Tuesday, February 20,
7:15 p.m.

Gavel to Gavel

This Week’s Town Meetings

MBTS Welcoming
Committee
Wednesday, February 21
7 p.m. Virtual Meeting

Essex Planning Board
Wednesday, February 21,
7 p.m.

Essex Board of Health
Thursday, February 22
7 p.m.
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Obituaries

Following a long-standing tradition, The Cricket publishes obituaries as a public service for our readers. If an
obituary cannot be published in time for a service, we will post the notice to our website and Facebook page
(facebook.com/TheManchesterCricket).

Christine M.
Lawson

Christine M. Lawson, 50 of
Manchester by-the-sea, died
peacefully on Sunday Febru-
ary 11 at her beloved home
surrounded by her family.
She was born October 12,
1973 to Patricia (Monahan)
and William Lawson and was
the beloved wife of David Re-
issfelder.

Christine had a passion
for many things, and was
an accomplished photogra-
pher, artist, and profession-

al. She developed a talent
for web development and
graphic design and flour-
ished in her role at Adobe,
where she ran a community
of thousands of developers
from all over the world. She
left Adobe in 2008 to dedi-
cate herself to being a full-
time mom.

She was an incredible
mom, and her true passion
was her family, and espe-
cially her children, who she
loved fiercely. She loved
spending time at home, gar-
dening, cooking and enter-
taining family and friends.
She had a love for all things
ocean, and dearly loved
the time she spent on the
water with her husband,
Dave, their children and
many friends, exploring the
coastline from Annapolis to
Maine. She loved antiquing
and had an incredible eye for
design. She explored all of
New England, but particular-

ly Cape Cod and Nantucket,
in search of art and antiques
for her home or to be given
as a gift to others.

Her home was truly hers,
and she made it a beautiful
place for all her friends and
family to enjoy. It was the
epicenter of the family, and
her family truly revolved
around her and her home.
She so loved her dogs, Hunt-
er, Piper and Penny who
are a constant presence and
known to anyone who knew
her and spent time with her.

Christine leaves her de-
voted husband of 22 years,
Dave, and her amazing and
cherished children, Sam
and Lee both of Manches-
ter by-the-sea; her mother
Pat of Beverly; her sister
and lifelong friend, Cathy
Lawson and her partner,
Charlie Adams of Beverly.
Christine was predeceased
by her father, William Law-
son, who she loved so dear-

ly. Christine also leaves an
extended family of nieces,
nephews, aunts, uncles,
cousins and in-laws all who
are family to her and are
wonderful.

Christine received incred-
ible medical care throughout
her battle with cancer from
so many medical profession-
als, family and friends that
are too numerous to name.
We extend our sincere grati-
tude and admiration for the
care they gave Christine and
for their devotion to her dur-
ing her fight.

In accordance with Chris-
tine’s wishes there will be no
funeral services. A joyous
Celebration of Life will be
held in her honor at a later
date. Contributions may be
made in Christine’s memory
to Dana-Farber Cancer In-
stitute at www.dana-farber.
org/gift , or Care Dimensions
at  www.giving.caredimen-
sions.org.
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MANCHESTER POLICE NOTES

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4
2:12 a.m. Central St., motor
vehicle stop, verbal warning.
10:06 a.m. Union St., motor
vehicle lockout, assisted as
needed. 9:04 p.m. Pleasant
St., selective enforcement,
citation issued. 9:06 p.m.
School St., motor vehicle
stop, citation issued.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5

9:14 a.m. Pine St., motor ve-
hicle stop, written warning.
12:34 p.m. Bridge St., citizen
assist, assisted as needed.
3:03 p.m. Nortons Point,
alarm, secured/checked. 4:31
p.m. Route 128NB, motor ve-
hicle stop, vehicle towed.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6
9:24 a.m. Pine St., motor ve-
hicle stop, written warning.

12:06 p.m. Beach St., animal
complaint, spoken to. 1:50
p.m. Beach St., animal com-
plaint, spoken to. 5:58 p.m.
Bridge St., motor vehicle
stop, citation issued.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
9:10 a.m. Old Neck Rd., ani-
mal complaint, other. 9:48
a.m. School St., motor ve-
hicle stop, written warning.

e
' %
I SEE
P
e

11:40 a.m. Lincoln St., com-
munity policing, assisted as
needed. 7:45 p.m. Summer
St., traffic hazard, secured/
checked.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8
9:36 a.m. Central St., fraud/
scam, report to follow.

12:07 p.m. Hickory Hill Rd.,
citizen assist, notification
made. 5:47 p.m. Summer

St., motor vehicle stop, writ-
ten warning. 9:36 p.m. Pine
St., motor vehicle stop, ver-
bal warning.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9
11:36 a.m. Powder House
Lane, fire alarm, fire false.
2:44 p.m. Raymond St., ani-
mal complaint, assisted as
needed. 5:42 p.m. Beach St.,
motor vehicle crash, assisted
as needed. 6:06 p.m. Beach
St., assault and battery, re-
port to follow.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10
8:46 a.m. Union St., motor
vehicle stop, verbal warning.
12:18 p.m. Beach St., harass-
ment, assisted as needed.
4:17 p.m. Smiths Point Rd.,
alarm, notification made.
4:39 p.m. Pulaski Drive, citi-
zen assist, other.

WHAT WAS “T HAPPENING

90 YEARS AGO - 1934

In one of the shortest and
most harmonious sessions
on record Manchester held
her town meeting on Mon-
day evening and completed
her appropriations totaling
over a quarter of a million
dollars in the short space of
two and a quarter hours.

A bad break in the six-inch
water main on Elm Street
gave the water department
considerable trouble this
week, digging to reach the
break through three feet of
frost, being a slow and te-
dious process.

75 YEARS AGO - 1949

Manchester’s Annual
Town Meeting was this year
held in Legion Hall, thus
marking the first time in the
history of the Town that it
has not been held in Town
hall. Both halls were needed
to accommodate the 700
voters who were present
Monday evening, and the
slightly lesser number who
were in attendance Wednes-
day evening.

A human skull, possibly
that of a matured male ne-
gro, was found Sunday on
the flats near the Manchester
Yacht Club by John Foster of
Salem. Sgt. Daniel MacEach-
ern and Officer John Con-

nors were assigned to the
investigation.

60 YEARS AGO - 1964

On Tuesday, the last day
for registration for new vot-
ers, 64 persons registered
to vote with the Registrars.
There are now 1143 men and
1224 women, a total of 2367,
registered voters in Man-
chester.

The baseball scoreboard
has disappeared from the
playground and the Man-
chester Athletic Association
directors are very anxious
that this essential piece of
equipment be located.

45 YEARS AGO - 1979

Edward Scott of Summer
Street was installed as the
new President of the Cape
Ann Area Chamber of Com-
merce last Saturday evening
at the Annual Meeting held
at the Surf.

The Hornets would like to
offer their congratulations
to the Varsity Cheerleading
squad that competed for the
first time in Cape Ann League
Cheerleading competition.
The girls placed well and
should be acknowledged for
their superior effort.

30 YEARS AGO - 1994
O’Brien Marine took Scott

i it

DESIGN - BUILD

978-539-5739 | inquire@worksbyjd.com

MANCHESTER
FRAMING

custom pzcturcframmg

Oil through pounding surf
this week and handed them
an 8-0 beating. In other
men’s bowling the league
leaders, Manchester Hard-
ware were 6-2 victors over
Peggy’s Sub, Cape Ann Sav-
ings Bank won their match
with Stoneworks 6-2 and
Hooper’s Market handed the
Crickets a 6-2 defeat. Twen-
ty-six and one-half inches
of snow in one 24-hour pe-
riod. It took a monumental
effort to clear the roads and
make them passable for the
Town’s citizens. The Town’s
work crews and contractors
accomplished this and our
town roads are much better

MANCHESTER
ELECTRIC

Full Service
Electrical Contractor
Daniel R. Houde
Lic. #A13265
(978) 526-1194
MEC934@aol.com

than many of our neighbor-
ing towns.

15 YEARS AGO - 2009

Anne Firth will present
“Gardening with Birds and
Butterflies” at the North
Shore Horticultural Society’s
meeting, Tuesday, February
24th at the American Legion
Hall. Ms. Firth will explain
what birds and butterflies
want in the garden.

This past week the Hor-
nets Boys’ Basketball team
played two games and came
away with two big victories
at Pope John and Rockport.

Manchester-by - the-Sea

A personal touch to
lobster bakes, birthdays,
celebrations & events
of all kinds,

Todd Crane
~ proprictor ~

(978) 998-1533
]

HANDYMAN

SERVICE

REMODEL

axd. PROJECTS

PAINT-CARPENTRY-PLASTER

508-932-1442

- INSURED -

RSLSELLS@COMCAST.NET

RS Building Sewices Bevert,

CLASSIFIEDS

First, the good news. For subscribers, classified ads are free (one listing / sub-
scriber at a time, please ... and keep it to 25 words or so). For all others, submit
your weekend sales, lost and found, for rent, help wanted, services, etc. to clas-
sifieds@cricketpress.com or call us at 978-526-7171 and we’ll take your payment
over the phone. Cost: 65 cents/word the first week and 55 cents/word thereafter.
Minimum charge $12. Deadline for Classifieds Mondays, 5 p.m.

FOR SALE

1-WK TIMESHARE - ATTITASH
MT VILLAGE—Not able to use
any longer. Children long gone,
need to sell. Located across the
street from Attitash Mountain,
Bartlett, NH. “Week 4,” two sepa-
rate units on main floor that can
be used as one. Private hallway
connects units. One with full
bath and Q-bed. Other full bath,
watsher/dryer, full kitchen, living
rm, fireplace, pull down double
bed. Main floor excess to pkg lot.
Ski locker, use of pool & game
rm. Pls call for details or to make
an offer: (978) 526-7036. ....... TF

FOR RENT

MANCHESTER 1st FLOOR
APARTMENT—One bedroom
apartment on the first floor in
downtown Manchester.  Good
size kitchen, living room, den,
laundry in the building, off street
parking for one car. Located in
downtown area. $2,000/month,
heat included. Tenant at will,
please call 978-526-7226. .......
2/19

MBTS VILLAGE—Upstairs at 38
Union St features renovated 1
bdrm/1bthrm with shower. Hdwd
floors, cathedral ceilings, exposed
beams, patio and backyard,
two private entrances. W/D in
unit. Central A/C. 700 sq.ft. +/-.
$2,500/month. Great light with
sunshine all day. Available now
thru May 2025. Come bring your
ideas to this ideal home or office

space in the heart of MBTS right
above Gray House Antiques! Email
hello@grayhouseantiques.com.

SEEKING RENTAL

MBTS, FAMILY—I, my husband,
children 7 & 5, are looking for
a 2+ bed house in Manchester
starting July/Aug/Sept during my
2 year position at Harvard. Year
round or winter rental Sept-June.
$4000 max. Dr Clara Carus &
Dr David Carus claracarus@gmail.
com. Excellent references, very

responsible. ......ccccoeeiuieen. 2/18

FREE!

YORKIES, MALE & FEMALE—
Male & female Akc Registered
yorkies puppies Free to a per-
fect Good Home if interested
contact:danamorgan187@gmail.
(0] 0o PRSPt 2/18

SERVICES

PERSONAL ASSISTANT—
Consider it Done/ Personal
Assistant. (Services offered but
not limited to) Errands, Shopping,
Medical Appointments Gardening.
Contact Tracy at 978-376-0950
or Email Te2photo2@gmail.com
.......................... 2/1

HANDYMAN, MBTS—Handyman
for light construction, home
repairs, painting, cleanups,
home repairs, painting clean-
ups, power washing, rototilling.
Fully insured. Have truck and
trailer. Clean, honest, references.
Contact Bill mbtshandyman@
gmail.com or (978) 618-0999. TF

PROFESSIONAL LISTINGS

MASONRY
‘ Lombardi & Son

" MAKE IT Go AwAY! |

W makergoaay.net

Call (978) 526-7452
Email Kathy.Willy@verizon.net

MCINNIS PAVING, INC.
Infra-Red Asphalt Repair Specialists
Cold Planeing e Driveway Rebuilding
Repairs e Seal Coating e Crack Filling

Beverly Farms, MA 01915
Timothy Mclnnis 978-921-1608
Cell: 978-375-1727 © Fax: 978-927-9602

THE ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT

Accounting & Bookkeeping Solutions

GAIL MCELHINNEY

Bookkeeping / Accounting, Client Invoicing, B2B Collections,
Bill Processing, 10995, Reconciliations, Monthly / Quarterly
Reports, Catch Up Services, Auditing Preparation

978-792-5433
Gail. TheAcctgDept@gmail.com

Brick & Stone
Restoration * Repairs

= Over 40 Years Experience
[ Don: 978-526-4123

lombardimasonry.com

BROOKSIDE CONTRACTING

978-526-1414
Manchester-hy-the-Sea

keithlitka@brooksidecontracting.com
Home Improvement e Carpentry
Roofing ¢ Siding
Replacement Windows

LOCAL & BEYOND

ESSEX LIMO
SERVICE .

EDWARD B. CUSHING W ¢

(978) 491-1267
essexlimoservice@yahoo.com s

Local weekly news since 1888,

HOME CLEANING SERVICE
By Po(vmv

Cleaners. Ask about our happy,
Local References

5" 781-656-3414

N

James

CUSTOM KITCHEN — BATH
ADDITIONS — RENOVATIONS — ROOFING

978-526-7408

12 OLD NECK ROAD, MANCHESTER

Dudley

C Okpn

Family Law & Estate Planning LLC

ANDREA LANCE, ESQ.

36 UNION STREET
MANCHESTER

(978) 704-9223

Sarah Rodier

(978) 808-2596

NEXTCHAPTERMA.COM

\ '/ BARTLETT
1/ TREE EXPERTS

'SCIENTIFIC TREE CARE SINCE 1907

BEVERLY FARMS
116 Years of Tree Science.
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Parking
Discussions On Tap

By Gregory T. Federspiel

major focus of the Se-
Alect Board’s meeting

scheduled for Tues-
day, February 20th is park-
ing regulations, utilization,
and enforcement. Parking
often ranks high as a topic
of concern at least for some.
It tends to take up a fair
amount of staff time as well.

Voters approved amend-
ments to the Town’s park-
ing bylaw which authorized
the Select Board to approve
annually the list of streets re-
stricted to resident cars only
from May through October.
The list used to be part of the
bylaw which meant every
time a change was needed
a town meeting vote had to
take place. Now adjustments
can be made by the Select
Board after taking public
comment at a Select Board
meeting. The Select Board
will be reviewing the list and
approving it after taking pub-
lic comments at their meet-
ing on the 20th.

Voters also approved re-
moving from the bylaw the
location of where the resi-
dent sticker is placed on a
car. This is now up to staff
and the Select Board to de-
cide. The bylaw used to
specify that stickers were
to be placed on the rear,
driver-side window but with
most cars having heavily
tinted side windows seeing
a sticker in this location be-
came too difficult. Resident
stickers should be placed on
the front windshield on the
driver’s side.

In the village core area
parking is generally limited
to two hours. For most of
the year there are ample
parking spaces but on hot,
sunny summer weekends
the Town can fill up. (Cer-
tainly, Singing Beach lacks
enough parking for all who
want to park there but that is
a somewhat separate issue.)
While a recent parking study
completed for the Town

"I was looking for my piece of the American
Dream when I bought this truck...now I'm looking
for a parking space.”

shows that the majority of
cars do not exceed the two-
hour limit, certainly some
do, and how best to enforce
the limits is a perennial chal-

lenge.
Using traditional park-
ing enforcement officers

has become more difficult
lately as fewer individuals
are stepping forward to do
this seasonal work. Alleged
violators sometimes want
to challenge the accuracy of
the officer’s work leading to
more staff time spent on ap-
peals of parking tickets.

To help alleviate some of
these problems many com-
munities turn to some type
of parking fee payment sys-
tem. Most communities with
timed parking have gone to
parking kiosks rather than
meters at every parking spot.
Police Chief Fitzgerald will
present a few options that
could be deployed here in
Manchester if that is a direc-
tion the Select Board decides
to take. The kiosks have
grown in sophistication and
can, for example, allow for
free resident parking when
license plate numbers are
entered. However, moving
in this direction represents a

pretty big change from how
the Town has managed park-
ing in the past. Discussions
on the pros and cons are
needed.

The parking study com-
pleted in 2022 concluded
that, with close to 500 park-
ing spaces in the village core
area there are almost always
available parking slots. How-
ever, how these spots are
managed could be improved
and messaging about where
parking is allowed and for
what duration could be
clearer. And there is the par-
ticular problem of employ-
ees of local businesses taking
up prime on-street parking,
moving their vehicle every
couple of hours to avoid tick-
eting. Eliminating this alone
could improve the availabil-
ity of on-street parking.

Other parking issues in-
volving mooring holders,
care takers, and other guests
of residents pose issues as
well. The intent of Tuesday’s
meeting is to review many of
these parking related chal-
lenges and to develop clear
procedures and approaches
that make for smooth en-
forcement and efficient use
of the parking we have.

BOARD UPDATES

Town Hall will be closed on
Monday, February 19 in obser-
vance of Presidents Day. All
trash, recycling and, and com-
post collection will be delayed
by one day.

Select Board Meeting: The
Select Board will meet on
Tuesday, February 20 at 6:30
p.m. Meeting details can be
found on the Town website.

Assessor Inspections: The
Board of Assessors, in con-
junction with Patriot Prop-
erties, will be conducting
state-mandated cyclical in-
spections on all properties in
Town over the next 30 days.
Inspectors will carry identifi-
cation from the Town Asses-
sor and Patriot Properties.
Please contact the Assessor’s
office with questions at 978-
526-2010. Thank you for your
cooperation.

Run for Office: Make a dif-
ference in our community
and run for elected office.
Nomination papers for Se-
lect Board, Planning Board,
School Committee and Li-
brary Trustees are available
at the Town Clerk’s office.

Zoning 101 Forum: What
zoning district is your prop-
erty in? What makes your
zoning district unique? Learn
answers to these questions
and more at a joint public fo-
rum hosted by the Planning
Board and MBTA Zoning Task
Force on Saturday, March 2
from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon in
the High School Learning
Commons.

Annual Town Meeting:
Save the date! The Annual
Town Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, April 24 at Me-
morial School. Learn about
the Town Meeting process on
the Town website.

Dog License Renewal: Dog
registration is open. All dogs
in Manchester are required
by State and local law to be
licensed through the Town
Clerk’s office by March 31.
Please see the Town website
to renew today.

DPW Rain Barrel Sale:
Think spring and purchase a
rain barrel from DPW. Order
by March 24. Fifty percent
off on the first barrel. Order
at greatamericanrainbarell.
com/communityy/.

Trash, recycling, and com-
post collection: Delayed
Schedule. Please place curb-
side by 7 a.m. on day of col-
lection. Transfer Station is
open on Wednesdays from
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Follow Us on Facebook, Ins-
tagram, and X @townofmbts
and visit the Town website
www.Manchester.ma.us  to
stay informed.

Tides & Sun Chart For The Week Ahead

DATE HIGH LOW

AM | FT | PM | FT | AM | FT | PM | FT | RISE | SET
16 | Fri | 4:12 |{10.2| 4:42 | 89 (10:46| 0.2 | 11:00 | 0.5 6:37 | 5:16
17 | Sat | 5:09 | 9.8 | 5:45 | 82 (11:48| 0.7 | 11:56 | 1.1 6:35 | 5:18
18| Sun | 6:12 | 94 | 6:53 | 7.8 12:55 | 1.0 6:34 | 5:19
19 Mon | 7:18 | 9.2 | 8:00 | 7.6 | 12:56| 1.5 2:07 1.2 6:33 | 5:20
20| Tue | 8:21 | 9.1 | 9:00 7.7 | 1:58 | 1.7 3:15 1.1 6:31 | 5:22
21| Wed | 9:18 | 9.2 | 954 | 79 | 2.58 | 1.7 4:11 0.9 6:30 | 5:23
22| Thu [10:09| 9.4 |10:40 | 82 | 3:52 | 1.5 4:54 0.7 6:28 | 5:24

LandVest

CONGRATULATIONS

LANSE ROBB

K

IN TOTAL CAREER SALES

Unrivaled in Luxury Sales for Over 30 Years

lanserobb.com

Lanse Robb 978.590.0056
Sophie Soman 617.529.1258

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

South Hamilton Riverfront Estate
Hamilton, MA | S6M | AVAILABLE

Lanse Robb has been named to the Christie’s

International Real Estate Masters Circle.
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The Cricket publishes every letter it receives. However, letters should
be original (no reprints), no more than 400 words and written in a
general spirit of discourse, signed and include an email/phone and
a valid address in case we have questions. Letters may be edited for
clarity and accuracy. We have a “one letter, one person, one topic”
policy, so please do not send multiple letters on a single issue. We
do not publish press releases, anonymous letters, those judged to be
libelous or an invasion of privacy. Longer pieces (up to 1,000 words)
may be submitted for consideration as an Op-Ed Commentary. Please
send submissions to letters@cricketpress.com.

Thoughts About Our
Town Library

To the Editor,

Our Manchester Public Li-

brary faces two big predica-

ments -- but we have an op-
portunity to do something
about it.

The root cause of both
predicaments is the library
building itself. It is both too
small and too poorly config-
ured to meet today’s needs.

Meanwhile, the idea of a
“public library” has evolved
over the last 60 years to in-
clude two kinds of educa-
tional services for the com-
munity:

e “Traditional”  individual
services: spaces to read
books and other materials,
spaces (and assistance) to
browse and find books and
other materials, resources
for doing research, and
space for tutoring (by staff
or other community teach-
ers).

e Group educational pro-
gramming events: Events
for children, teenagers,
and adults. Events that are
primarily for watching and
listening (lectures, presen-
tations, movies, concerts);
primarily for conversing
(book clubs, discussions);
and hands-on events
(craft workshops, writing
workshops, nature activi-
ties, cooking experiences,
games, etc.).

Predicament # 1: Our cur-
rent building makes it very
difficult to accommodate
both group programming

events AND the Library’s tra-

ditional services.

o The library consists of four
main “areas” (not “rooms”
with doors) -- and sound
travels easily from one area
to the next.

e Group activities are dis-
tracting to those in the
library for traditional ser-
vices especially if they are
happening in the same
room. Configuration pro-
motes the conflict in a va-
riety of ways (computer
workstations for individual
use in the same area used
for  20-person events;
the passageway to the
stacks and the bathroom
(Hearthside room) is some-
times also used for a 15- to
20-person event.

¢ Occasionally two group
events/meetings take place
in the building at the same
time. This completely dis-
rupts the traditional uses
of the library while creat-
ing a din of noise impacting
both events.

e SOLUTION: The library
needs at least two dedicat-
ed meeting/function rooms
with doors, separate from
other library activities and
services.

Predicament # 2: Our cur-

rent building does not have

enough space to grow our
collections.

* The size of our book col-
lection has declined from
a high of 46,000 in 1987 to
37,000 in 2023.

e The types of collections
that circulate have in-
creased: now there are
DVDs and Audio Books, for

example.

e Many popular “newly”
purchased books are dis-
carded 3-5 years later.
Realistically, all libraries
weed out older items; yet
our building now makes
this process more ruthless
than in the past.

e SOLUTION: The library
needs more space (1) to
display collections, and (2)
to store the seldom used
collections (often called,
“the stacks”), possibly with
“compressed mobile shelv-
ing”

The Overall Ideal Solution
Options: (1) we build a new
library elsewhere in town; OR
(2) we dramatically expand
our building while reconfig-
uring our existing space, all
while balancing the historic
features of the building. It
is a multi-million-dollar solu-
tion no matter how you look
at it.

Therefore, We Need Major

Donors!

¢ Ron Borel, who had moved
out of Manchester, gave a
large gift through his estate
in 2022-- but the project
will cost a lot more.

e T. Jefferson Coolidge, a
town resident (!), paid for
the architect and the entire
building that he gave to the
Town in 1887.

e We need more people like
Mr. Coolidge and Mr. Borel
to give land or cash to help
solve the predicaments of
the library. Do you know
someone who will help the
community in this way?

Meanwhile, two things

have happened to finally

bring the matter of an overall

solution within grasp:

1. Ron Borel’s major gift of
$500K

2.The Massachusetts State

Board of Library Commis-

sioners (BLC) 2024 con-

struction grants.

e It has been multiple
years since such grants
have been made avail-
able and it won’t happen
again for another chunk
of time.

» These are big amounts
of money: Example: 60%
of up to $5 million of our
eligible construction.

Our Opportunity for Ac-
tion as a Town is NOW, this
Spring. The Manchester Li-
brary Board of Trustees has
told the BLC that it intends
to apply for a 2024 Grant for
future construction. It has a
consultant helping to prepare
the complex application. We
are one of a very few librar-

ies in the entire state with no
meeting rooms. We have a
very good case to present.

But a BLC requirement for
an acceptable application
is proof of citizen support
for an expansion project.
That requirement of proof
must be a town vote to fund
the planning for the project.

I strongly urge my fellow
citizens to support passage
of the Library’s request for
$150,000 to plan the project
and to meet the requirement
of the grant proposal, at our
April 24 Town Meeting.

I have also made a video
to provide more clarity: mr-
pbet.com/lib

Respectfully,

Dick Goutal
Manchester

What a Joke

“The MBTA is on track to be
broke soon. There’s no long-
term fix.” (Boston Globe).

And, Healy and the MBTA,
WANT US TO CHANGE THE
CHARACTER OF THIS TOWN
SO MORE PEOPLE ARE
CLOSER TO THE STATIONS.

I think they might have
other things to worry about.

This is so typical.

Betsy Kross
Manchester

MBTS 4th July
Committee Thank You

The Fourth of July Commit-
tee would like to thank the
following for contributing to
this year’s Fourth of July Cel-
ebration over the past couple
of weeks.

The O’Malley Family, The
Ross Family, The Melamed
Family, The Spence Family,
The Lamphear Family, An-
dreas Ramos and the Man-
chester Barber Shop, the
Peart Family, The Eschauzier
Family, The Coyne Family,
the Noble Family, The Fitzgib-
bon Family, The Schoenherr
Family, The Taliaferro Fam-
ily, The Nesbit Family, The
Aiello Family, The Burroughs
Family, The Coccoluto Fam-
ily, The Deery Family, The
McNulty Family, The Marr
Family, The Macklem Fam-
ily, the McCabe Family, The
McDonald Family, The Mor-
ris Family, The Stone Fam-
ily, The Julian Family, The
Doneghy Family, The Lucas
Family, The Petty Family, The
Rives Family, The Kilpatrick
Family, the Nelson Family,
The Daley Family, The Ander-
son Family, The Bilotta Fam-
ily, The Wogan Family, The

O’Keefe Family, The Elder
Family, The Colburn Fam-
ily, The Meany Family, The
Michaels Family, The Almy
Family, The Costello Family,
The Kehoe Family and The
Canny Family.

With the listed donations,
we are about 15% of the way
to our fundraising goals
which is a great start at this
point. The cost of the entire
celebration is approximately
$70,000, with the rise in the
cost of the fireworks. We are
currently looking at corpo-
rate donations if you know a
company that may be inter-
ested, please pass the infor-
mation along to me at Town
Hall.

Thank you,
Cheryl Marshall,

Director, Manchester Parks
& Recreation Dept.

Cape Ann GOP Debate
Forum Feb 19

On behalf of the Cape Ann
GOP Debate Forum Commit-
tee, I would like to invite you
and your readers to attend a
debate featuring candidates
for Republican State Com-
mittee in the First Essex and
Middlesex District. The Cape
Ann GOP forum is an inde-
pendent forum started and
is co-hosted by Jonathan Ring
(chair, Rockport Republican
Town Committee), Julie De-
Paolis (Chair of the Essex Re-
publican Town Committee),
and Phil Corey (Vice Chair
of the Gloucester Republican
City Committee). In addition,
the group is joined by Jim Mo-
rose, chair of the Danvers Re-
publican Town Committee,
and Doug Dawes, Secretary
of the Georgetown Republi-
can Town Committee.

Candidates that have con-
firmed their attendance: Ash-
ley Sullivan, Lisa-Marie Cash-
man, Cynthia Bjorlie, Michael
Scarlata, and Jeff Yull.

Nicole Coles, and Clayton
Sova, who will also appear
on the ballot for state com-
mittee, have not responded
yet to the invite but we’re
hopeful they will show. Each
candidate is also invited to
post on the event page for
the debate: (20+) Cape Ann
GOP state committee forum |
Facebook.

This debate will be on Mon-
day, February 19th from 7:30
-9:30 p.m. at the Community
Room of the Rockport Po-
lice Station, 168 Main Street,
Rockport MA 01966. This
event is Free and Open to the
public. The moderator, Doug
Dawes, will ask five questions
of the candidates and then

open the questions up to the
audience. Each candidate
will have a chance to articu-
late their vision to the public
about how they will move the
Republican party forward.

Any questions, please con-
tact me at jring@hotmail.
com.

Jonathan Ring
Rockport

MERSD FY25 Budget:
Could There be More
Opportunities?

At their February 6th meet-
ing, the Manchester Essex
Regional School Committee
voted 4 to 3 on the Fiscal
Year 2025 budget: a 2.99%
increase from the prior year.

Superintendent Pam Beau-
doin recommended a 2.77%
spending increase that ac-
counts for all contractual
obligations, fulfils (Tier 1)
staffing and capital needs
but requires an additional
$66,000 in reallocations for
additional (Tier 2) staffing re-
quests. She warned: a budget
above her recommendation
will likely result in cuts next
year.

Most MERSD School Com-
mittee members are not
educators and look to the
administration for recom-
mendations. This time, how-
ever, the majority voted for
a higher budget—creating a
larger funding cliff in the next
budget cycle.

Further, the School Com-
mittee discussed adminis-
trators’ suggestions for a
potential schedule change at
the Middle and High Schools
whereby sharing staff would
increase academic rigor,
increase students’ time on
learning and allow the re-
turn of world language in
sixth grade—all while saving
$65,000 per year. The Com-
mittee, again, dismissed all
recommendations and op-
posed any effort to align the
schedules for now.

A more responsible alter-
native: use the $65,000 saved
from the schedule change to
(mostly) fund the Tier 2 staff-
ing requests. The district
could use reserves (which
never seem to go down) for
this request until the new
schedule is implemented.
Thereafter, the district would
see savings from the change.

This is just one example
of striving towards academic
excellence while being fiscal-
ly responsible. What other
opportunities is the School
Committee missing?

Antonella Muniz
Essex

LIBRARY:

Mindfulness Meditation

-- Moving Back to the
Library

Every Tuesday from 11 a.m.
- 12 Noon in the teen loft
starting January 2 with Alida
Bryant. Beginners and expe-
rienced meditators are wel-
come. There will be guided
meditation, some silence,
and discussion. Please reg-
ister if this is your first time
coming to this program. We
need either an email or a
phone number in case we
need to cancel or change ven-
ues.

“The Globemakers: The
Curious Story of an An-
cient Craft” (Virtual)
Thursday, February 22 from
2-3 p.m. Join Peter Bellerby,
founder of Bellerby & Co.
Globemakers, in this visual

tour through the history of
Globemaking, how it almost
became a lost art, and how
he is bringing it back, one
beautiful hand painted globe
at a time.

Romance Authors Hazel-
wood, Payne & Williams
(Virtual)

Monday, February 26 from
7-8 p.m. The authors will
discuss their latest romance
novels followed by audience
Q&A.

Mystery Book Group
Friday, February 23 from
10:30-11:30 a.m. We will
discuss “The Bookseller” by
Mark Pryor.

Free Friday Movies
Friday, February 23 from 6-8
p-m. The movie this month

7
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Medical, Surgical and Dental Care
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has a MPAA Rating: R; for vio-
lence.

Tai Chi

Wednesdays from 9:45-10:45
a.m. Join Susan Halpern in
a new Tai Chi form, Longev-
ity Tree. The Longevity Tree
is a form that addresses the
balance of mind, body, and
spirit by combining move-
ment, deep breathing, and
alertness. It was designed
to move all of the body, both
internally and externally.
The form begins with the im-
age of the tree-progressing
to other visual images as we
journey through a variety of
movements. This form will
be offered for 12 weeks but
registration is only available
until 1/17/2024. If you are in-
terested in the form but have
missed the registration peri-
od, contact Maddy Willwerth
and we will reach out when a
new session is available. For
now, the class will be held at
the Manchester Community
Center. Please complete the
Safety Release Registration
Form, on the event listing on
the library website, before
joining. Susan Halpern will

Marcia and Mark Wilson from Eyes on Owls, an education and rehabilitation center for owls, brought
some gorgeous birds to Manchester. Attendees learned how to hoot like an owl, as well as great tips for

conservation.

Courtesy Photo

update by email those who
have completed the Safety
Release Registration Form.

Digital Advice Appoint-
ments and Drop-ins
Register for a dedication ses-
sion on Mondays, or drop in
most Fridays between 3-4
p.m. Increase your comfort
level with technology or try
out a digital service you have
always wanted to try.

Friends, Parties, Holidays ...

"Time For Cleaning”
7 N

— Brass/Silver Polishing
% Kitchen Floors Restored
Post-Construction
B ﬂ ﬂ Window Washing
B — Chandliers

Marnchester- CLEANIN G Jervices

978-526-4741

Celebrating Our 38th Year!

Estate Caretaking & Management Services Available | Bonded & Insured
Post Office Box 52, MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944

Complete House Detail
Regular Routines

Shut Up and Write (Vir-
tual)

Every Thursday from 10:30
a.m.-12:15 p.m. Join a com-
munity of writers and artists
on Zoom who just want to
write. Come any time. No
need to share, no need to cri-
tique or be critiqued.

MPL Children’s Events:

Lego Club

Wednesday, February 21 from
3-4:45 p.m. Grades 2 and up.
Join us every third Wednes-
day of the month, drop in
and build with Legos.

All About Me Collage
Saturday, February 24 from
2-3 p.m. Ages 7-12. Join Miss
Audrey and rip up magazines
to make a work of art that’s
all about you.

Chocolate Olympics
Tuesday, February 20 from
4-5:30 p.m. Oreo stacking, M
& M themed relay races, Her-
shey’s Kiss unwrapping—with
oven mitts. Are you ready for
the Chocolate Olympics?

Graphic Novel Club
Wednesday, February 28

from 4-4:45 p.m. This pro-
gram is for grades 4-7. Join
the graphic novel club, we
meet once a month from
January to June. We will be
discussing “Ghost Book” by
Remy Lai. Registration is re-
quired.

Winter and Spring Story-
times

Wednesdays from 10:30-11:15
a.m. starting January 24.
Join Miss Audrey for Story-
time for children ages 0-5
with their caregivers. We
will share books, songs, and
games. This program runs
through April 24th.

Pajama Storytime
Thursday, February 22 from
6-6:45 p.m. Come dressed in
your pjs for a Storytime and
craft with Miss Audrey. This
program is for ages 4-7.

Teen Advisory Board (TAB)
Second Tuesday of the
month from 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Want to earn community ser-
vice hours while you design
amusing activities for your
friends and neighbors? Reg-
ister on the library events
calendar.
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Hmmm .... What Can’t P

By Jen Coles

ecently while driving,
RI glanced to my left as

a well-loved car was
passing. I'm pretty sure that
car was painted with house-
paint and a paintbrush. It
makes me pause and it’s a
“hmmmmm ... “moment for
sure, but I find myself smil-
ing and wanting to catch my
neighbor’s eye. Why? Be-
cause there is this unifying
element at play here.

It’s an instinct near to
my heart that so many of
us share; this urge to make
something look better. Or
to improve the places where
we spend our time. Or to
have those places be a closer
reflection of who we are.
I'm not really sure why, but
somehow it makes me want
to tip my hat to this fellow hu-
man and say, “I get it,” and,
“me too.”

I see that common instinct
take on many forms. Some
of us embark on expensive
home renovations, while oth-
ers buy a cement donkey for
the front yard or carefully
duct tape over a dented fend-
er. But regardless of what
drives you, I think we can all
agree that the humble can of
paint is frequently up to the
task. Nothing is better suited
to the job of a high-impact
improvement with low-im-
pact investment than a coat
of paint.

I’'m no stranger to the won-
ders of it. I shake my head
when I think about the “im-
provements” I used to make
to a host of sketchy rental
apartments in my youth. I
mean I never painted my car,
but I did paint a rusty refrig-
erator with house paint once.
Which makes just about the
same kind of sense, so this
glass house will be throwing
no stones.

I knew painting that fridge
wasn’t right when I did it.
But I also knew I'd prob-
ably be long gone before that
fridge shed its new layer of
skin. And that’s an impor-
tant distinction actually. You
really can paint just about
anything if your only goal is
to buy yourself a little time.
Paint can do that. It can also,
when done properly, create
lasting change that will stand
up to the years.

And all that makes paint
the perfect muse for these
long, dark days of February.
If youre like me, you are
craving a quick change that’s
not too big of a project. And,
again, if you're like me, you
may also be craving half a

...(Continued from page 1)

At Home Now

tray of mac and cheese. But
first things first.

What paint projects are
good candidates? Oh so, so
many. How about a new col-
or for your stair risers, your
mudroom built-in, the back
panels of bookshelves, or a
bedroom ceiling? Or whip
out some spray paint and
quickly upgrade your light
fixtures, or even (with the
proper masking) your door-
