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BRIEFLY

To Entice Voters to 
the MBTS’ Primary 
Polls? A Grilled 
Cheese Food Truck
Even in MBTS, there can be 
barriers to voting, so Manches-
ter resident Therese Melden, 
co-founder of Leading Ladies, 
a nonpartisan group dedicated 
to social justice and getting 
out the vote, arranged for the 
Melt Food Truck to be parked 
outside the polls from 4 to 8 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 5 at 
the Memorial School during 
the presidential primary vote.

SLV “40B” Appeal 
Comes to American 
Legion Hall Monday
Starting 10 a.m. on Monday, 
March 4 at the American 
Legion Hall, the MA Dept. of 
Housing Appeals Court (HAC) 
will begin a four-day hearing to 
determine if last year’s denial 
by the MBTS Zoning Board of 
Appeals of a 137-unit “40B” 
affordable housing project in 
Manchester’s Limited Commer-
cial District by Strategic Land 
Ventures should stand.  In the 
appeal, the HAC will determine 
if Manchester’s decision failed 
to consistently apply state 
rules governing environmental 
impact, traffic, and engineer-
ing codes.  The HAC will also 
be considing a citizens’ group 
appeal on whether the project 
will unduly impact the local 
environment.  The first day of 
the proceedings will be held at 
the Legion and then move to 
ZOOM.  All hearings are open 
to the public.  Details on the 
Manchester town website.

School Committee 
Meeting Tuesday, 
March 5
The next meeting of the 
Manchester Essex Regional 
School Committee is set to 
start at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 5 and the formal agenda 
will be taking up the business 
of FY25 District calendar, 
School Choice, and holding a 
“curriculum spotlight” on K-12 
Humanities.  What’s not on the 
agenda is the $30.13 million 
FY25 District budget, finalized 
two weeks ago, although it’s 
expected it will be addressed 
after Essex town officials 
hinted they may reverse 
expectations on a Proposition 
2 1/2 override to cover its share 
of the budget.  The MERSD 
budget is up 2.99% from FY24, 
a big win for the district after it 
received  better-than-expected 
savings on health insurance.  
That said, it does not meet the 
Town of Essex’s requests to 
come in at no more than a 2.5% 
increase and both towns Board 
of Selectmen and FinComs are 
set to weigh in on the budget.  
Those voting in the primaries 
can head over to ME Regional 
High School after for the 
meeting.  And, given the food 
truck situation in Manchester, 
grab a grilled cheese and stay 
for the whole agenda.

Manchester COA 
Heads to Farmer 
Brown’s Farm 
Stand Next Week

On Friday, March 8, the 
Manchester Council on Aging 
is headed in one of its vans to 
Farmer Brown’s Farm Stand 
in Middleton.  The store offers 
reasonable prices without 
sacrificing quality.  Farmer 
Brown’s is committed to stock-
ing and serving food from the 
best local vendors along with 
an assortment of fine imported 
products.  The van will start 
picking up seniors at 11 a.m. 
and reservations are required 
for the free trip.  Can’t make 
that trip?  The COA van is tak-
ing trips the next two Fridays 
too, on March 15 and March 22 
to the Ninety-Nine Restaurant 
for St. Patty’s Day corned beef 
and the Rose Art Museum at 
Brandeis University, respec-
tively.  Info at (978) 526-7500.

By Jeff Pope

Manchester-By-The-
Sea residents will 
have a chance to 

learn about and ask ques-
tions about the proposed 
MBTA Zoning districts at a 
forum on Saturday, March 2.

The forum, held jointly by 
the MBTA Zoning Task Force 
and the Planning Board, 
will be at Manchester High 
School’s media center from 
10 a.m. to 12 Noon.

The event will begin with 
a short presentation fol-
lowed by a Q&A period. Par-
ticipants will be invited to 
visit zoning district stations 
to learn more bout their cur-
rent zoning. 

The event will be open to 
noon so residents can also 
drop in when they can dur-
ing that time. The Planning 
Board also talked about hav-
ing zoning maps and videos 
to help explain the MBTA 
Zoning.

Chris Olney, a member 
of the Planning Board and 
chairman of the MBTA Zon-
ing Task Force, said the pur-
pose of the forum is to help 
spread the word about the 
MBTA Zoning – what it is, 
what it means to the town 
and what it doesn’t mean.

“We are trying to mini-
mize the effect on the 
town,” said Olney at last 
week’s Planning Board  
meeting, “on the character 
of the town, and on a num-
ber of new residences in the 
town.”

The MBTA Zoning is a 
state mandate that requires 
the town to create zoning 
districts allowing “by right” 
an average of 15 units per 
acre for 37 acres in town. 
Of those 37 acres, 40 per-

cent (or 14.8 acres) must 
be within a half mile of the 
MBTA train station on Sum-
mer Street.  The rest may be 
outside the half-mile station 
area.

The MBTA Zoning does 
not require that the town 
build any new units in the 
new zones. 

Olney said that at the fo-
rum Saturday, the Planning 
Board and Task Force mem-
bers will explain the state’s 
new zoning rules, what the 
current zoning in the differ-
ent sections of town is now 
and what the new zoning 
rules may mean to resi-
dents.  They will also try to 
answer residents’ questions 
about the proposed zoning.

“There are going to be 
several options but there is 
also going to be a preferred 

option,” said Town Planner 
Marc Resnick.

The Task Force has been 
looking at about 17 acres in 
downtown, avoiding com-
mercial areas and the His-
toric District. They avoided 
commercial areas so that 
businesses were not re-
placed by apartment build-
ings.

“We are excluding (the 
Historic District) because 
we don’t want to run the 
risk of having historic hous-
es torn down and replaced 
with three-family homes,” 
said Olney.

Olney explained that 
the advantage of selecting 
downtown areas made up 
of numerous small lots was 
the less likelihood that a de-
veloper could build a large 
project.

If a developer acquired a 
half-acre lot in downtown, 
the most that could be built 
on it is seven or eight units. 
However, if four-acre lots 
were included in the new 
zoning, then a developer 
might be able to build 60 
units on one lot. 

In addition, the Task 
Force has been looking at 
two larger lots in the Lim-
ited Commercial District 
that now houses the medi-
cal center on School Street 
and the Manchester Athletic 
Club on Atwater Avenue. To-

gether the two lots are about 
23 acres.

While the new zoning will 
be an overlay district on 
top of the current zoning, 
they will still have design 
controls, including height 
limitations, setback require-
ments, etc.

Olney said that while the 
Task Force has a preferred 
plan, there are other options 
of where to locate the new 
zoning. In addition to larger 
lots, some areas were reject-
ed because they didn’t have 
sewers, were prone to flood-
ing, or other constraints. 

The town needs to submit 
its proposed zoning plan to 
the state by June and is hop-
ing to have a final version of 
it on the warrant of a special 
fall Town Meeting.

Task Force member and 
Planning Board member 
Susan Philbrick stressed 
the importance of that last 
point. The goal of the Task 
Force was to come up with 
a plan that can, “get passed 
at Town Meeting,” said Phil-
brick.

Public Forum on MBTA Zoning Saturday

Weekly Weather Chart

Weather data pulled Wednesday and is subject to change.

Saturday 2 March 45° 36°

Sunday 3 March 44° 40°

Monday 4 March 43° 39°

Tuesday 5 March 56° 39°

Wednesday 6 March 51° 43°

Thursday 7 March 48° 40°

Friday 8 March 44° 40°

Last week’s 
front page 
featured an 
award-winning 
photograph of 
Piping Plovers 
in Ipswich.  This 
week, keeping 
with a theme of 
“birds,” here we 
have a beautiful 
shot of the 
gulls in flight at 
Manchester’s 
Black Earth 
Compost facility 
site on Upper 
School Street 
where they were 
awfully busy 
early on Sunday 
morning. 

Gavel to Gavel
This Week’s Town Meetings

Manchester Town Hall is 
Open to the Public.  Public 

hours are 9 a.m. - 4:45 
p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday and 9 a.m. 

- 6:15 p.m. on Thursday.  
Essex Town Hall hours are 
Monday through Thursday 

7:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m.

Presidential Primary
Tuesday, March 5

7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
MMES

Use GYMNASIUM Door

MERSD
SC Meeting

Tuesday, March 5
6 - 8 p.m.

 

“We are trying 
to minimize 
the effect on 

the town,” said 
Olney at last 

week’s Planning 
Board meeting, 

“on the character 
of the town, and 
on a number of 
new residences 
in the town.”

This week in Mushroom of the Week by Gary Gilbert, it’s “Wood Ears” (seen here) that have a long 
history in medicine and healing properties.  Read Gilbert’s column, Page 8.
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CLASSIFIEDS
First, the good news. For subscribers, classified ads are free (one listing / sub-
scriber at a time, please … and keep it to 25 words or so). For all others, submit 
your weekend sales, lost and found, for rent, help wanted, services, etc. to clas-
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FOR SALE
1-WK TIMESHARE - ATTITASH 
MT VILLAGE—Not able to use 
any longer�  Children long gone, 
need to sell�  Located across the 
street from Attitash Mountain, 
Bartlett, NH� “Week 4,” two sepa-
rate units on main floor that can 
be used as one� Private hallway 
connects units�  One with full 
bath and Q-bed� Other full bath, 
watsher/dryer, full kitchen, living 
rm, fireplace, pull down double 
bed� Main floor excess to pkg lot� 
Ski locker, use of pool & game 
rm�  Pls call for details or to make 
an offer: (978) 526-7036� ������� TF

FOR RENT
MBTS VILLAGE —Upstairs at 
38 Union St features renovated 
1 bdrm/1bthrm with shower� 
Hdwd floors, cathedral ceilings, 
exposed beams, patio and back-
yard, two private entrances� W/D 
in unit� Central A/C� 700 sq�ft� 
+/-� $2,500/month� Great light 
with sunshine all day� Available 
now thru May 2025� Come bring 
your ideas to this ideal home or 
office space in the heart of MBTS 
right above Gray House Antiques! 
Email hello@grayhouseantiques�
com�

FREE!
YORKIES, MALE & FEMALE—
Male & female Akc Registered  
yorkies puppies Free to a per-
fect Good Home if interested 
contact:danamorgan187@gmail�
com ������������������������������������� 2/18

SEEKING RENTAL
MBTS, FAMILY —I, my husband, 
children 7 & 5, are looking for 
a 2+ bed house in Manchester 
starting July/Aug/Sept during my 
2 year position at Harvard� Year 
round or winter rental Sept-June� 
$4000 max� Dr Clara Carus & 
Dr David Carus claracarus@gmail�
com� Excellent references, very 

responsible�  ����������������������� 2/18

SERVICES
REMODELING OR NEED A 
HANDYMAN?—Available for inte-
rior painting, carpetry, plaster 
projects and more�  Local and 
insured�  Call 508-932-1442� �� TF

PERSONAL ASSISTANT —
Consider it Done/ Personal 
Assistant� (Services offered but 
not limited to) Errands, Shopping, 
Medical Appointments Gardening�  
Contact Tracy at 978-376-0950 
or Email Te2photo2@gmail�com 
��������������������������  2/1

HANDYMAN, MBTS—Handyman 
for light construction, home 
repairs, painting, cleanups, 
home repairs, painting clean-
ups, power washing, rototilling�  
Fully insured�  Have truck and 
trailer�  Clean, honest, references�  
Contact Bill mbtshandyman@
gmail�com or (978) 618-0999� TF

WANTED—Someone to sell small 
treasures and knick knacks on 
EBay or other social platforms� 
Call or Text 617-909-5284� ��� 3/14

Brookside ContraCting
978-526-1414

Manchester-by-the-Sea
keithlitka@brooksidecontracting.com
Home Improvement • Carpentry

Roofing • Siding
Replacement Windows

Over 40 Years Experience
Don: 978-526-4123
lombardimasonry.com

MCINNIS PAVING, INC.
Infra-Red Asphalt Repair Specialists
Cold Planeing • Driveway Rebuilding
Repairs • Seal Coating • Crack Filling

Beverly Farms, MA 01915
Timothy McInnis   978-921-1608

Cell: 978-375-1727 • Fax: 978-927-9602

Call (978) 526-7452 
Email Kathy.Willy@verizon.net

www.makeitgoaway.net
MAKE IT GO AWAY!

PROFESSIONAL LISTINGS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18
7:01 a.m.  Beach St., directed 
patrol, secured/checked.
11:32 a.m.  Pleasant St., 
motor vehicle stop, written 
warning. 2:41 p.m.  Pleas-
ant St., motor vehicle stop, 
written warning. 3:11 p.m.  
Tuck’s Point Rd., directed pa-
trol, spoken to.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19

12:51 a.m.  Beach St., direct-
ed patrol, secured/checked.
8:22 a.m.  Brook St., alarm, 
secured/checked. 2:23 p.m.  
Central St., citizen assist, 
other. 7:37 p.m.  Smith Lane, 
structure fire, assisted as 
needed.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20
1:21 a.m.  Beach St., sus-
picious activity, secured/
checked. 11:33 a.m.  New-

port Park Rd., assault and 
battery, report to follow. 3:27 
p.m.  The Plains Rd., motor 
vehicle crash, criminal appli-
cation. 10:34 p.m.  Beach St., 
threat, report to follow.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 
21
9:07 a.m.  Beach St., motor 
vehicle stop, written warn-
ing. 10:20 a.m.  Bridge St., 
animal complaint, assisted as 

needed. 1:00 p.m.  Pine St., 
selective enforcement, no ac-
tion taken. 5:17 p.m.  Lincoln 
St., community policing, se-
cured/checked.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22
9:49 a.m.  Pine St., motor 
vehicle stop, citation issued. 
10:58 a.m.  Beach St., prop-
erty damage, notification 
made. 4:17 p.m.  Beach St., 
animal complaint assisted as 
needed. 11:24 p.m.  Wood-
holm Rd., animal complaint, 
spoken to.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23
7:07 a.m.  Beach St., directed 
patrol, secured/checked. 
10:26 a.m.  Central St., citi-
zen assist, assisted as needed.
3:10 p.m.  Beach St., animal 
complaint, spoken to.
11:39 p.m.  Filias Circle, dis-
turbance, spoken to.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24
12:52 a.m.  School St., direct-
ed patrol, secured/checked.
8:20 a.m.  Summer St., sus-
picious activity, report to 
follow. 10:56 a.m.  Pine St., 
motor vehicle stop, written 
warning. 10:04 p.m.  Stanley 
Ave., animal complaint, as-
sisted as needed.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL  
MBTS FIRE & RESCUE DEPT.

The Town of Manchester-By-
The-Sea, the Awarding Authority, 
will receive sealed bids for FIRE 
AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT 
- FIRE ALARM PROJECT, 
located at 12 SCHOOL STREET, 
MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, 
MA 01944 in accordance with the 
Contract Documents prepared 
by BLW Engineers, Inc., P.O. Box 
1551 - 311 Great Road, Littleton, 
MA 01460. The estimated cost of 
the project is:  $273,000. General 
Bids will only be considered from 
bidders holding a Certificate of 
Eligibility from the Division of 
Capital Asset Management in the 
category of Electrical and in a 

single project amount higher than 
the amount of the Bid.  General 
Bids must be accompanied by a 
copy of the Contractor’s DCAMM 
Certificate of Eligibility, a DCAMM 
Update Statement, Certification of 
Payment of Taxes, Non-Collusion 
Affidavit, Certificate of Authority, 
Certificate of OSHA Compliance. 
Plans and Specifications will be 
available on FEBRUARY, 26, 2024.  
Plans may be obtained electroni-
cally by emailing BLW Engineers, 
Inc. at bidding@blwengineers.
com.

Posted to MNPA website:  
http://masspublicnotices.org.

March 1, 2024 MC

PUBLIC NOTICE

PROOF #1

MANCHESTER
ELECTRIC

Full Service
Electrical Contractor

Daniel R. Houde
Lic. #A13265

(978) 526-1194
MEC934@aol.com

Christopher 
Allmond Shane 

Christopher Allmond Shane 
died in his sleep on Mon-
day, 19 February 2024 after 
a valiant battle with cancer.  
Christopher was born in Sa-
lem, Massachusetts on Octo-
ber 26, 1967.  He was raised 
by John Allmond and the 
late Nancy Lee (Megowen) 
Shane, first in Chestnut Hill 
and then in Hamilton, Mas-
sachusetts.  He attended The 
Landmark School in Beverly 
Farm before graduating from 
The Kildonan School in New 

York.
Christopher’s greatest ac-

complishments were made 
outside of school, making 
the world around him his 
classroom.  He spent many 
family holidays in Antigua, 
where he became a profi-
cient fisherman. Summers 
Christopher attended Mow-
glis, a camp for boys on 
Newfound Lake where he 
learned to love the outdoor 
life, marksmanship, sailing 
and made life-long friend-
ships.  Visiting Camp Mow-
glis was an annual pleasure 
he continued as long as his 
health allowed.

After graduating from 
school, Chris lived in Anti-
gua, where he worked on 
both pineapple and chicken 
farms, and learned West In-
dian cooking from Angella 
Stevens and friends in Free-
town.   Christopher was hap-

piest living a simple life, cro-
cheting clothing and growing 
his own vegetables and beau-
tiful flowers.  He carried his 
love of gardening back home 
to Merrimac, Massachusetts 
where he shared his beauti-
ful roses with those around 
him, including the staff at 
Anna Jacques Cancer Center 
during his care.

Christopher worked in 
swimming pool construc-
tion and maintenance, al-
ways willing to don a wetsuit 
for the dirty jobs.  He loved 
being on or near the water, 
especially metal detecting 
for countless treasures on 
beaches throughout New 
England.  He was a skilled 
craftsman, making boat, car, 
spacecraft models and hand-
carved woodworking pieces.  
Christopher’s proudest mo-
ments were sharing his crafts 
and treasures with those he 

loved.
Christopher is survived by 

his father and stepmother, 
John and Denise Shane, his 
sisters Lee Shane and Nancy 
Cady and her husband, Da-
vid.  Aunts Gloria Saberin 
and her husband Paul, 
Margaret Megowen, as well 
as many cousins, devoted 
friends, his beloved cat Mr. 
Taz and gecko, Gem.

Christopher had the heart 
of a lion.  He was not ready 
to leave us, but he is now 
at peace.  Chris wished no 
funeral service; a Celebra-
tion of Life will be held at 
a later date.  In recogni-
tion of Christopher’s love 
of the outdoors, his fam-
ily would greatly appreciate  
donations in his name be 
made to:  Holt-Elwell Memo-
rial Foundation, Camp Mow-
glis, PO Box 9, Hebron, NH 
03241. 

Obituaries
Following a long-standing tradition, The Cricket publishes obituaries as a public service for our readers. If an 
obituary cannot be published in time for a service, we will post the notice to our website and Facebook page 

(facebook.com/TheManchesterCricket).

Changing of the guard.  At a recent Manchester Club meeting, out-going President, Bruce MacDonald 
Jr., receives a commemorative plaque recognizing his service to the Club.  In turn, MacDonald handed 
over the gavel to new President, Kevin Delaney.  Photo Paul Clark
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BOARD UPDATES

Zoning 101 Forum:  What 
zoning district is your prop-
erty in?  What makes your 
zoning district unique? Learn 
answers to these questions 
and more at a joint public fo-
rum hosted by the Planning 
Board and MBTA Zoning Task 
Force on Saturday, March 2 
from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon in 
the High School Learning 
Commons.

Select Board Meeting:  The 
Select Board will meet on 
Monday, March 4 at 6:30 
p.m.  Meeting details can be 
found on the Town website. 

Primary Election:  Cast 
your vote in the State Pri-
mary Election on Tuesday, 
March 5 at Memorial School 
from 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Police Chief Office Hours:  
Chief Fitzgerald will hold 

his monthly office hours on 
Thursday, March 7 at the Po-
lice Station from 4-6 p.m.  All 
are welcome to stop by. 

Donate to Fireworks Fund:  
The Fourth of July Commit-
tee is seeking donations for 
the 2024 Singing Beach Fire-
works.  The Fireworks are 
primarily funded through 
donations.  Help make this 
year’s show sparkle and 
make your gift today at bit.ly/
MBTSjuly4.

Town Website Survey:  
Please take a short survey 
about the Town website to 
provide important feedback 
on your user experience for 
future updates. www.survey-
monkey.com/r/8L8WZ5P

Run for Office:  Make a dif-
ference in our community 
and run for elected office.  
Nomination papers for Se-
lect Board, Planning Board, 

School Committee and Li-
brary Trustees are available 
at the Town Clerks office.  Pa-
pers and signatures are due 
April 2. 

DPW Rain Barrel Sale:  
Think spring and purchase a 
rain barrel from DPW. Order 
by March 24.  Fifty percent 
off the first barrel.  Order 
at greatamericanrainbarell.
com/community/.

Trash, recycling, and com-
post collection:   Regular 
Schedule.   Please place curb-
side by 7 a.m. on day of col-
lection.  Transfer Station is 
open on Wednesdays from 
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Follow Us on Facebook, Ins-
tagram, and X @townofmbts 
and visit the Town website 
www.Manchester.ma.us to 
stay informed.

	

DATE	
HIGH	 LOW	 	

AM	 FT	 PM	 FT	 AM	 FT	 PM	 FT	 RISE	 SET	
1	 Fri	 2:37	 9.2	 3:04	 8.5	 9:21	 0.9	 9:33	 1.2	 6:15	 5:34	
2	 Sat	 3:18	 9.2	 3:50	 8.1	 10:08	 1.1	 10:18	 1.5	 6:14	 5:35	
3	 Sun	 4:05	 9.2	 4:42	 7.8	 11:02	 1.3	 11:11	 1.8	 6:12	 5:37	
4	 Mon	 4:59	 9.1	 5:43	 7.6	 	 	 12:02	 1.4	 6:11	 5:38	
5	 Tue	 6:01	 9.1	 6:52	 7.6	 12:11	 1.8	 1:05	 1.3	 6:09	 5:39	
6	 Wed	 7:09	 9.3	 8:01	 8.0	 1:15	 1.7	 2:08	 0.9	 6:07	 5:40	
7	 Thu	 8:17	 9.7	 9:04	 8.6	 2:17	 1.2	 3:08	 0.4	 6:06	 5:41	

	
	
	

Tides & Sun Chart For The Week Ahead

By Marc Resnick

As you may know the 
Planning Board and 
the MBTA Task force 

are holding a public forum 
on understanding zoning 
this Saturday morning.  Part 
of my job as Manchester’s 
Planner is to engage with 
residents and keep every-
one informed about plan-
ning initiatives.  The most 
important mechanism that 
the Town has available to 
control land use is our Zon-
ing Bylaw.  It is a legal docu-
ment, sometimes difficult to 
read, but is something we 
all need to understand.  The  
forum this Saturday morning 
will be an opportunity for 
the public to have an open 
conversation about zoning, 
with the Planning Board and 
the MBTA Zoning Taskforce.  
We are calling it “Zoning 
101”.   It will take place in 
the Media Center at the High 
School from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon.

The purpose of this gath-
ering is to explain what 

zoning is and how it works.  
You will be able to find in 
which zoning district your 
property is located and dis-
cuss the requirements of 
your specific district.  This 
forum is not about a MBTA 
zoning proposal as it is still 
under development by the 
Task Force.  The event is 
intended to be a more gen-
eral discussion about the 
concept of zoning and to 
help you understand the  
current bylaw.  We want 
Town residents to under-
stand what zoning is before 
we start presenting possible 
changes required by the 
MBTA zoning law. 

 Zoning laws regulate land 
use.  It is a relatively recent 
innovation.  Up until around 
100 years ago, property own-
ers were free to do what they 
wished with their land.  The 
earliest zoning laws were 
established in America dur-
ing the early 1900’s when 
the development of industry 
and manufacturing raised 
fears that noise and pollu-
tion could have negative im-

pacts on residential commu-
nities.  Separating harmful 
land uses such as factories 
and dumps from residential 
communities was seen as a 
public health measure.  In 
1920, Massachusetts enacted 
Chapter 40 of its general 
laws which authorized mu-
nicipalities to adopt their 
own zoning regulations.  
Chapter 40 remains the prin-
cipal law which governs how 
cities and towns can regulate 
land uses.

At the forum members of 
the Planning Board and the 
MBTA Taskforce will discuss 
how land uses are regulated.  
They will explain what is 
meant by “as of right” devel-
opment and what require-
ments these developments 
can be subject to.   The differ-
ent types of zoning districts 
and regulations that control 
the use, size, and placement 
of buildings in Manchester 
will be explained.  It will be 
an interactive discussion and 
a chance to ask questions 
and raise concerns.  I hope 
to see you there.

A Community Forum 
To Discuss Zoning

$45
ADULTS

$40
SENIORS 

(65+)

$20
STUDENTS 

OF ANY AGE

$5
YOUTH 

(12 AND UNDER)

 TICKETS AND INFO: 978-281-0543 OR CAPEANNSYMPHONY.ORG

CAPE ANN

MANCHESTER-ESSEX RHS

LIVE CONCERT

SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 2PM

KNOWN  
GREATS

(AND  
UNKNOWN) 

978.768.7900 | www.carpmac.com

90 YEARS AGO – 1934
Monday brought us the 

second fierce blizzard of 
the season which coming so 
closely on the heels of the 
first before we had fairly 
straightened out from its 
effects made it a very stiff 
proposition for the Highway 
Department to handle, but 
Supt. Dechene coped with 
the situation and did the 
job well. The first serious 
accident since the two big 
snowstorms came Wednes-
day evening when Mrs. Ada 
Burnham of 59 School Street 
was struck and knocked 
down by an automobile as 
she was crossing the street 
in front of her home near Sa-
cred Heart Church.

75 YEARS AGO – 1949
Philip H. Parsons, School 

Street and Donald Burgess, 
Summer Street, were ap-
pointed Saturday by Fire 
Chief Hammons as perma-
nent drivers on the regular 
Fire department force, thus 
bringing the force up on the 
required number to have 
the men on a 70-hour work 
week, as voted at the Annual 
meeting.

The automatic gates at the 
Beach Street crossing were 
put in operation officially on 
Monday at 10 a.m.  It is too 
early to get a reaction of the 
town on the gates.

60 YEARS AGO – 1964
The $503,834 oper-

ating budget request 
of the Manchester  
Schools is an increase of 11.1 
percent over the 1963 budget 
and 11.1 percent over the ac-
tual school expenditures in 
1963.

The 104-foot Gloucester 
fishing dragger Maris Stella, 
went aground in the fog 
Thursday noon at Kettle 
Cove, off Crow Island.  The 
Gloucester Life Boat Station 
of the U.S. Coast Guard re-
sponded and set buoys and 
were waiting for high tide 
to float the dragger off the 
sandbar.

45 YEARS AGO – 1979
The 1978 Manchester Jr.-

Sr. High School football team 
was honored at a special 
awards program Tuesday 
evening by their coaches, the 
Boosters Club and the town 
for the excellent undefeated 
season they completed.

Five students from the 
eighth and ninth grade 
classes spent on week at the 
North Shore Regional Vo-
cational School in a career 
exploratory program.  Dur-
ing this time, students were 
administered interest and 
aptitude tests and were able 
to sample hands-on tasks at 
a number of different shop 
stations.

30 YEARS AGO – 1994
The Manchester Boys’ 

basketball has finished their 
title winning regular season 
and are now preparing for 
Winthrop, their first-round 
opponent in the State Tour-
nament.  The fifth-seeded 
Hornets will have their hands 
full with the outside shoot-
ing fourth-seeded Winthrop 
team. A significant donation 
of labor and materials by 
three local men has reduced 
the financial goal for a new 
flagpole by one-third!  Greg 
Cook, Doug Cook, and Craig 
Geary have worked together 
to develop a plan that would 
provide and install a 70-foot 
white fiberglass flagpole on 
the Town Common to re-
place the old wooden one.

15 YEARS AGO – 2009
On Saturday, February 

28th the Manchester Essex 
Regional High School Drama 
Club was selected one of 3 
schools out of 7 to move on 
to the semi-final round for 
their presentation of Who 
Brought the Cool Kids? as 
their Massachusetts Drama 
Guild Festival Competition 
piece. Alexandra Cody of 
Manchester, MA is currently 
studying in the Dominic Re-
public as part of an off-cam-
pus program of Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges in 
Geneva, NY.

The 70th anniversary running of the Pinewood Derby took place last Sunday.  Cub Scouts from 
Manchester, Essex, Hamilton and Beverly participated.  Prizes were given to the first three winning 
racers and then for most creative, most Scout Spirit, and Most Patriotic.  Cub Scout Pack 30 meets 
regularly for fun outdoor and citizen building activities.  Boys and Girls in grades 1-5 are invited to 
join Cub Scouts.  For more information, parents should email John Judge, Cubmaster at judgeboston@
gmail.com.  Courtesy Photo

* * *

Who is more foolish? The fool or the fool who follows him? 
 ~ Obi-Wan Kenobi -
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Manchester Democratic 
Caucus

To the Editor,

Manchester Democrats will 
meet at Town Hall, 2nd floor, 
on Saturday, March 9, start-
ing at 9 a.m. to choose 4 Del-
egates and 3 alternates from 

Manchester who will attend 
the Massachusetts Democrat-
ic State Convention.  

The State Convention will 
be on Saturday, June 1, at 
the DCU Center in Worcester 
and will endorse Democratic 
candidates for statewide of-
fice and prepare for the fall 
election.  U.S. Senator Eliza-
beth Warren will be up for 
re-election this year, and the 
State Convention will consid-
er a motion to elect her as the 
Democratic Nominee for the 
United States Senate.   Del-
egates at the convention will 
also be amending the Party 
Charter.  

If you are a registered 
Democrat who lives in Man-
chester, please consider at-
tending the Democratic Cau-
cus on March 9th.  You can 
run for delegate or alternate 
to represent our town at the 
state convention. We gener-
ally meet on Zoom, but this 
will be an in-person meeting.  

Please call Michele Kulick 
(at 978-807-1046) of the Man-
chester Democratic Town 
Committee should you have 
questions or wish to “attend” 
any of the Committee’s Zoom 

meetings.

Thank you very much,

Michele Kulick
Manchester

On March 4th, Support 
Our Town and the ZBA’s 
Decision on Shingle 
Place Hill

Beginning Monday, March 
4th at 10 a.m., the Massachu-
setts Housing Appeals Com-
mittee (HAC) will conduct 
public hearings on Manches-
ter’s Zoning Board of Ap-
peals’ (ZBA) decision to deny 
a comprehensive permit to 
the proposed development 
on Shingle Place Hill.  The 
hearings will be held outside 
of the American Legion Hall 
in Manchester and we will 
gather there at 9:30 a.m.

It is imperative that we 
come together as a commu-
nity in support of the ZBA’s 
decision, one they based on 
the serious environmental, 
health and safety threats pre-
sented by the proposal.

While our community has 
been working to expand af-

fordable housing in Man-
chester, this project does not 
actually solve our affordable 
housing challenge, while it 
does jeopardize Manches-
ter’s environment, drinking 
water, and wildlife habitats.

Here are just a few exam-
ples of the environmental 
and health risks presented to 
our community by this pro-
posal:
• The proposed site is sur-

rounded by rivers and wet-
lands and would require 
blasting more than 40-feet 
of rock off the top of Shin-
gle Place Hill -- removing 
much of the vegetation in 
the area and making storm 
water runoff a significant 
worry.  

• One of the surrounding 
rivers is Sawmill Brook.  
Storm water runoff enter-
ing Sawmill Brook poten-
tially impacts the Lincoln 
Street well, which provides 
our town with about 50% 
of our drinking water.  Ad-
ditionally, within 400 feet 
of the proposed site are 
two wells that Manches-
ter views as an emergency 
public water supply.

• Sawmill Brook is also one 
of only two state-recog-
nized Coldwater Fisheries 
Resources (CFR) north of 
Boston, housing unique 
sea-run brook trout.  CFRs 
need cool water to survive; 
and pavement, cement 
blocks, retaining walls, 
and cutting trees would 
all threaten this fragile re-
source.

Beyond these examples are 
many more, ranging from 
sewage disposal to a single 
point of access to the site 
with steep grades, potentially 
endangering residents.

We need to highlight to 
the HAC that this proposal 
poses too many environmen-
tal, health and safety risks to 
move forward.  

Please show your sup-
port for the ZBA’s decision 
by coming out on March 4th 
and tuning into the hearings 
online.

Victoria Esser 
Board Member, 
Manchester Essex 
Conservation Trust

The Cricket publishes every letter it receives.  However, letters should 
be original (no reprints), no more than 400 words and written in a 
general spirit of discourse, signed and include an email/phone and 
a valid address in case we have questions.  Letters may be edited for 
clarity and accuracy.  We have a “one letter, one person, one topic” 
policy, so please do not send multiple letters on a single issue.  We 
do not publish press releases, anonymous letters, those judged to be 
libelous or an invasion of privacy.  Longer pieces (up to 1,000 words) 
may be submitted for consideration as an Op-Ed Commentary.  Please 
send submissions to letters@cricketpress.com.

Mindfulness Meditation-
Moving Back to the 
Library
Every Tuesday from 11 a.m.-
12 noon.  in the teen loft with 
Alida Bryant.  Beginners 
and experienced meditators 
are welcome.  There will be 
guided meditation, some si-
lence, and discussion.  Please 
register if this is your first 
time coming to this program.  
We need either an email or 
a phone number in case we 
need to cancel or change ven-
ues.

MBTS Cultural Council 

Presents: D. McCullough 
III, CEO of American Ex-
change Project
Thursday, March 21 from 
5:30-6:30 p.m.  For our 3rd 
session we will be hosting 
David McCullough, CEO of 
the American Exchange Proj-
ect.  Toxic polarization has 
moved into our daily lives, 
corroding our faith in one 
another and our democracy, 
shaping choices we make, 
the people we associate with, 
and the places we call home.  
As a consequence, our kids 
are growing up isolated in 
bubbles that burden their 

mental health and limit their 
development as young adults 
and young citizens.  Welcom-
ing the stranger, hometown 
pride, a deep love of our chil-
dren, and a reverence for the 
character-building journey 
-- these are deeply American 
ideals.  AEP harnesses them, 
along with the energy and 
curiosity of young people, to 
create a solution:  a free do-
mestic youth exchange pro-
gram.

Hearthside Book Group
Tuesday, March 5 from 4-5 
p.m.  We will discuss “The 
Daughters of Yalta:  The 
Churchills, Roosevelts, and 
Harrimans:  A story of Love 
and Wars” by Catherine 
Grace Katz.  

Friday Movie at MBTS 
Library
Friday, March 22 from 6-8 
p.m.  The movie this month 
has a MPAA Rating:  PG-13; 
for strong violent content 
and disturbing material.

Unraveling Myths About 
Trans People in Sport 
(Virtual)
Tuesday, March 5 from 7-8 
p.m.  Presenter Erin Reed 
(she/her) is a transgender 
journalist based in Washing-
ton, D.C.  she tracks LGBTQ+ 
legislation around the United 
States for her subscription 
newsletter, Erin In The Morn-
ing.  We will explore the 
complex and often misun-
derstood world of transgen-
der athletes in sports.  We 
will address the myths and 
misinformation surrounding 
“biological advantages.” We 
will discuss the discrimina-
tory nature of recent sports 
bans targeting transgender 
individuals, and interro-
gate how similar arguments  
have been historically used 
to marginalize other minority 
groups.  We will look at the 
real-world impact of these 
sports bans, and how they 
might touch places you didn’t 
think about.

“Witchcraft:  A History in 
13 Trials (Virtual)
Thursday, March 7 from 10-
11 a.m.  Join historian and 
author Marion Gibson who 
wrote “Witchcraft: A History 
of 13 Trials”.  

A fascinating, vivid global 
history of witch trials across 
Europe, Africa, and the 
Americas, told through 13 
distinct trials that illuminate 
the pattern of demonization 
and conspiratorial thinking 
that has profoundly shaped 
human history.

Art Across Asia:  The God-
dess:  Images of Power 
(Virtual)
Sunday, March 10 from 
2:30-4 p.m.  During Wom-
en’s History Month explore  
various cultural and religious 
manifestations of female dei-
ties.

Digital Advice Appoint-
ments and Drop-ins
Register for a dedication ses-
sion on Mondays, or drop in 
most Fridays between 3-4 
p.m.  Increase your comfort 
level with technology or try 
out a digital service you have 
always wanted to try.

Shut Up and Write (Vir-
tual)
Every Thursday from 10:30 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Join a com-
munity of writers and artists 
on Zoom who just want to 
write.  Come any time.  No 
need to share, no need to cri-
tique or be critiqued.

MPL Children’s Events:

New Free Resource
PebbleGo is a curricular con-
tent hub specifically designed 
for K-2 students.  Packed with 
informational articles, ready-
made activities, and literacy 
supports for students for all 
abilities, it boosts engage-
ment and fosters indepen-
dent learning in core subject 
areas.

Winter and Spring Story-
times
Wednesdays from 10:30-11:15 
a.m.   Join Miss Audrey for 
Storytime for children ages 
0-5 with their caregivers.  We 
will share books, songs, and 
games.  This program runs 
through April 24th.

Teen Advisory Board (TAB)
Second Tuesday of the 
month from 5:30-6:30 
p.m.  Want to earn commu-
nity service hours while you  
design amusing activities for 
your friends and neighbors? 
Register on the library events 
calendar.

Sales service rentals

we fix all makes

Come visit our new location 
@ 21C Lexington Ave, Magnolia

(978) 712-8012

Grand opening Feb 2
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Victory never tasted as sweet as it did at the MBTS library’s first and hopefully annual Chocolate Olympics event on February 20.  
Competitors built Oreo towers, mastered the M&M transport challenge, and even managed to unwrap Hershey’s Kisses wearing oven mitts.  
Lots of medals all around -- made of chocolate, of course.  Courtesy Photo
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Congratulations to  Congratulations to  
2024 Award Winners 2024 Award Winners for  for  

Outstanding Sales Performance in 2023!Outstanding Sales Performance in 2023!

Beverly  |  Danvers  |  Gloucester  |  Hamilton  |  Manchester-by-the-Sea  |  Newburyport  

www.ChurchillProp.com |  Info@ChurchillProp.com | 833-668-4649 

Philio Cushing 
978-884-9904

Karen Bernier  
978-807-5580

Diamond Leader #44

International 
President Elite #22

Andrea Lacroix
508-561-1161

Robin Martyn 
978-815-4497

Lisa Sullivan
978-979-1779

Ray Gosselin
617-543-9841

Bronze Club Award  #88

Moira Riccio
617-571-9102

Holly Welch 
617-680-6999

Silver Club Award  #77

Alli Allmendinger
978-325-2702

Gold Leader Award  #66

Michael Beaton 
978-884-9910

Lauren Mears
978-337-5250

Platinum Leader Award  #55

International 
Premier Elite  #33

Melissa Skomurski
617-850-2353

International Society
of Excellence #11

Tracey Hutchinson 
978-473-9720

Cheryl Clayton
978-810-1416

Debra Lovelace 
978-879-7356

Tara Farley
603-247-7800

Sam Gifford
781-307-0228

Leshia Crestin 
617-543-3104

Theresa DiPiro 
617-275-6624

Heidi Roy
978-270-7336

Ed Scialdoni 
781-771-9729

Robin Moore 
508-954-8689
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Tournament Begins This Week 
for Local Basketball Teams

By Jason Brisbois

The MIAA tournament kicks off 
in earnest this week for local 
basketball teams, and both 

the Manchester Essex girls’ and 
boys’ squads have a chance to make 
a run deep into the postseason.

Both teams finished with win-
ning records and earned high seeds 
in the Div. 4 tournament.  The girls 
finished the regular season with an 
overall record of 15-5, giving them 
the number 18 seed.  The Hornets 
were slated to begin the playoffs 
with a home game against 47-seed 

Madison Park RVT.  The Roxbury-
based vocational school finished 
with an overall record of 11-5.  There 
is little familiarity between the two 
teams.

“We don’t know much about 
Madison Park, just that they have 
and 11-5 record,” explains Man-

chester Essex girls basketball coach 
Lauren DuBois.  “We don’t play any 
common teams.”

Perhaps because both teams 
know so little about each other, it 
will be imperative for the Hornets 
to continue to do the things that 
helped the team to 15 wins in 2023-

24.
“We want to focus on playing 

our style of basketball,” says Du-
Bois.  “We want play great defense 
and generate offensive opportu-
nities through our defense.  We  
need to focus on the fundamentals – 
defense, rebounding, executing the 
offense.”

Experience will be key through-
out the tourney: Both basketball 
teams are not only talented and 
deep, but they are also veteran 
teams with players who have expe-
rienced tournament basketball at 
the varsity level.

“We have a lot of players 
with playoff experience who 
know that the level of play is  
going to go up,” says DuBois.  “We 
need to focus on doing the little 
things right and focus on what we 
can control.”

There is also the potential for 
the boys’ basketball team to play 
Madison Park Vocational in the first 
round as well: Manchester Essex 
is scheduled to play the winner of 
the Feb. 27 first-round matchup be-
tween Frontier Regional (the 28th 
seed in Div. 4) and 37-seed Madison 
Park.

The boys earned a bye thanks to 
a spectacular regular season, one 
in which the Hornets went 19-1 and 
earned the no. 5 seed in the tour-
ney.  The Manchester Essex team 
closed out its regular season with a 
three-game win streak, picking up 
wins against Randolph, Amesbury 
and Ipswich after suffering their 
only loss of the season to Burke on 
Feb. 12.

Not to be outdone, the girls team 
finished up the regular season with 
a five-game winning streak, high-
lighted by close wins against New-
buryport on Feb. 5 and Danvers (the 
season finale) on Feb. 16.  Since that 
time, both teams have been practic-
ing and playing scrimmages against 
other schools to keep the momen-
tum going.

“We have been practicing over 
vacation and working a lot on skill 
development,” says DuBois.

800-736-4929
ScottEnergyCo.com

ScottEnergy Community Bulletin Board

This ad space has been purchased by the ScottEnergy Company  
and is offered free of charge to local non-profits 501(c)(3) and  

public organizations. Call the Manchester Cricket at 978-526-7171  
to reserve this space for your group.

Supporting Our Community Since 1946

Hornet sophomore, Kacey O’Connell, drives to the basket in front of a Danvers Falcon defender, ME’s last home game of the season went to them in an exciting nail-biter 
that went down to the last buzzer, 49-46.  The Hornets end their season with a well-deserved 15-5 overall and 10-4 in the CAL.  They are on course to play Madison Park 
RVT in MIAA Preliminaries at home on Wednesday the 28th.   Photo Paul Clark

Congratulations to Nate Gardner on his 11th place finish in the Boys 55 Hurdles event at the MIAA Meet of Champions.  Courtesy Photo

Off at 
School 
and 
Doing 
Great

Now is the time that 
colleges and universi-
ties across the country 
announce last semester’s 
successes from local stu-
dents enrolled in schools.  
We’re happy to see that 
so many are doing well 
and have achieved aca-
demic honors.
Jennifer Baker, a Forensic 
Science major in the class of 
2027 from Essex was named 
to the Dean's List for the fall 
2023 semester at Saint An-
selm College.  To be eligible 
for this honor, a student must 
have achieved a grade point 
average of 3.4 or better in 
the semester with at least 12 
credits of study which award 
a letter grade.  Saint Anselm 
College is a private Benedic-
tine liberal arts college in 
Goffstown, New Hampshire. 
Founded in 1888, it is the 
third-oldest Catholic college 
in New England.  This semes-
ter, there were a total of 562 
students from 24 states and 4 
countries. 

Cali Parkins, a sophomore 
from Manchester at Merri-
mack College was named 
to the dean’s List in the fall 
2023 semester. Merrimack 
College is a private Augus-
tinian university in North 
Andover, Massachusetts. It 
was founded in 1947 by the 
Order of St. Augustine with  
an initial goal to educate 
World War II veterans. It en-
rolls approximately 5,700 
undergraduate and graduate 
students from 34 states and 
36 countries.

Got some news from a student 
we should know about?  Email 
us at news@thecricket.com 
and we’ll include it here in Off 
at School and Doing Great.
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Town of Manchester-by-the-Sea
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Town Hall, 10 Central Street, 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA 01944-

1399

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Zoning Board of Appeals of 
the Town of Manchester-by-the-
Sea will hold a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at 7:00 
p.m. 
Location: This is a Hybrid meeting. 
ZBA Board will meet in Room 5, 
Town Hall. Applicants, Presenters, 
and Public are welcome to join the 
Board in Room 5. 
New Applications
Application of Timothy Collins, 96 
Old Essex Road for a Variance under 
Section 5.4 of the Zoning By-Law to 
allow for relief from the minimum 
frontage requirement for a new 
residential lot at 96 Old Essex Road, 
Assessor’s Map 58, Lot No. 8, in 
District B filed with Town Clerk on 
February 1, 2024.

Application of Manchester-by-the-
Sea Museum, 10 Union Street for a 
Special Permit under Section 12.5.2 
to restore the portico at the front 
entrance of the Historic building at 
10 Union Street, Assessor’s Map 51, 
Lot 60, in District G filed with Town 
Clerk on February 14, 2024.
Application of Charles William 
Eppes, III and Caitlin Connolly Eppes 
for a Special Permit under Sections 
12.5.2 and 7.2 and a Variance under 
Section 5.4 to reconfigure the floor 
area for accessibility and address 
topographic challenges, at 26 
Proctor Street, Assessor’s Map 16. 
Lots 19 & 24, in District E filed with 
Town Clerk on February 20, 2024. 

 
Sarah Mellish, Chair, Zoning Board 

of Appeals

Posted to MNPA website:  
http://masspublicnotices.org.
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Tax Forms
State and Federal tax forms are available for pick up at the 
Library.

Meet and Greet
Wednesday, March 6 from 4-7 p.m.  Stop by to say hello to 
our new Director Carla Christensen and enjoy refreshments.

Massachusetts Pottery History
Tuesday, March 19 at 7 p.m.  Join potter Rick Hamelin and 
discover the rich pottery legacy of the Commonwealth in 
this fast-paced and exciting presentation.  Create your very 
own (unfired) pinch pot.

Coffee Cupping
Saturday, March 9 from 10 a.m.- 12 p.m.  Join Rob Fitzgibbon 
and learn all about the world of coffee and enjoy samples.  
Space is limited so please register.

Community Rummikub
Saturday, March 2 from 10 a.m. - 12 Noon.  No experience 
necessary.  Enjoy meeting others from the community over 
this popular game.

Regional Social Worker
Wednesdays, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the first-floor meeting room.  
Free, private, and confidential, learn about resources, gain 
strategies and skill to assist in stress reduction and manage-
ment.  No appointment necessary.

National Potato Chip Day
Thursday, March 14 at 3:30 p.m.  Grades 6-12, register for an 
afternoon of trivia, taste testing and themed activities.

Story Hours Begin
Wednesdays at 9 a.m. for Wee Ones, ages 0-2 yrs.  20 min-
utes for songs, rhymes, stories and creative play. Please reg-
ister. 10 a.m. Preschool ages 3-5 years.  30 minutes of songs, 
rhymes and stories read aloud and concludes with a themed 
craft. Please register.

CFCE Science Thursdays
Thursdays 9-10 a.m. for ages 2-6 years old.  Join Ms. Christine 
for some STEAM fun, you will listen to stories, then explore 
science, technology, engineering, art, and math.  Space is 
limited so please register.

Town Administrator’s Report
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 
of February 26, 2024
Report covers from February 
10, 2024 to February 23, 2024

Design of Centennial 
Grove Restroom Facility
At the last meeting, the 
Board agreed that volunteer 
professional labor should be 
enlisted to construct a post 
and beam-style restroom fa-
cility at the Centennial Grove 
(in much the same way that 
the new Folsom Pavilion was 
accomplished).  To that end, 
local architect Peter Levas-
seur has begun to work with 
volunteer project coordina-
tor Dan Mayer to develop 
plans that can be submitted 
to the Building Inspector in 
order to obtain a building 
permit.  

The Town Administrator 
(TA) has also continued my 
work concerning the de-
sign of the tight tank system 
into which the new facility’s 
plumbing will drain.  As not-
ed at the last meeting, the 
tight tank system will need to 
consist of two, smaller tanks 
connected together since we 
do not have the depth on 
site to bury and grade over 
one large tank.  The TA has 
submitted a preliminary 
tight tank plan to the Board 
of Health Administrator for 
review and will submit a 
signed and stamped version 
for Board of Health approval 
after the preliminary review 
has been completed.

Bid Process for Revised 
Public Well Moderniza-
tion Project Scope
At the last meeting, the Board 
agreed with our consulting 
engineer’s recommendation 
that all bids for the original 
scope of the subject project 
should be rejected (both 
bids received were well over 
the Town’s available budget) 
and that the project should 
be put back out to bid with 
a lesser scope.  Specifically, 
work on wells 2 and 3 was 
recommended for elimina-
tion in favor of getting the 
most essential improve-
ments made, which all in-
volve well 1.  All three wells 
will still get fiber optic cables 
pulled to them from the Wa-

ter Filtration Plant for better 
communication and control 
options.  Our consulting en-
gineer is presently revising 
the project specifications in 
that fashion and a new bid 
schedule will be developed 
soon.

Alewife Brook Water 
Level Monitoring Study 
Summary and Future 
Work 
Selectman Phippen and 
the TA met with personnel 
from the Interfluve consult-
ing firm and members of the 
Chebacco Lake Association 
on February 22, 2024 to dis-
cuss the results of a year-long 
water level monitoring proj-
ect.  Prior to the water level 
study, Interfluve had un-
dertaken an analysis of the 
morphology of the various 
reaches of the stream known 
as Alewife Brook.  Generally, 
given that the work to date 
has occurred during both 
an extreme drought year 
and during an extremely wet 
year, additional monitoring 
during a more typical year 
would be advantageous.  
Even though the State Leg-
islative Earmark for further 
work was recently cut in 
half by the Governor due 
to State budget constraints, 
our consultant will be able 
to provide the Board with a 
proposal for the $7,500 in 
available funding by meeting 
time. Further, we are hope-
ful that additional funding 

can be secured in fiscal year 
2025.

Recommendation: Board 
discussion as necessary, 
with the possible approval of 
a scope of work to utilize the 
limited funding available at 
this time.

Greater Cape Ann Cham-
ber of Commerce Essex 
Division Meeting
Chairman Pereen attended 
the subject meeting on Feb-
ruary 15, 2024.  The Chair-
man and other Town officials 
updated the Chamber mem-
bers concerning a variety of 
ongoing Town projects and 
initiatives.

Further Review of Draft 
Annual Town Meeting 
Warrant
Mr. Zubricki has revised the 
draft Annual Town Meeting 
warrant in accordance with 
the Board’s guidance from 
the last meeting.

Possible Conomo Point 
Boat Storage License for 
Essex Bay Sailing Club
At the last meeting, the 
Board reviewed a request 
from the Essex Bay Sailing 
Club to store sailboats at 
the Town’s property at 103 
Conomo Point Road during 
the off-season.  The Board 
asked that the TA put to-
gether a draft license for 
consideration at the present 
meeting.

Review of Revised Draft 
License for the Private 
Use of Town Landing
At the last meeting, the 
Board began to review and 
discuss a possible license/
rental agreement allow-
ing private groups to use 
the Town Landing for one-
day events during off-peak 
months. The Board asked 
that the TA make some 
changes to the original draft 
document for discussion at 
the present meeting.

Review of Revised Draft 
Town Hall Use Policy
At the last meeting, the 
Board began to review and 
discuss a possible policy out-
lining limitations and proce-
dures with respect to the use 
of the Town Hall.  The Board 
asked that Mr. Zubricki 
make some changes to the  
original draft document for 
discussion at the present 
meeting.

Presidents’ Day Holiday
The office was closed on 
February 19, 2024, in obser-
vance of the subject holiday.

Town Administrator 
Leave
The TA was out of the office, 
on leave, all day on February 
14, 15, and 23, 2024.
This report is available at 
www.essexma.org on the 
morning after any regularly 
scheduled Essex Board of Se-
lectmen’s Meeting.

Essex Senior Living | March 1
The Essex Council on Aging 
offers a variety of events and 
trips for seniors. For further 
information or to sign up for 
an event, please call the Essex 
COA Office at 978-768-7932 or 
visit the Senior Center at 17 
Pickering Street.

Monday Groove (Video), 
Mondays, 9:30 a.m.: Get 
your dancing shoes on and 
join this fun, energetic dance 
class! Video, no instructor. 
$5 donation suggested.

Creative Connections: 
Mondays, 10 a.m. - 12 noon: 
Bring your art projects or 
start a new one at our Open 
Art time! We have some sup-
plies and would love to see 
you!

Arts Group: Tuesdays, 1 - 3 
p.m.: Are you artsy? Do you 
love to paint, knit, crochet, 
or sew? Do you like creat-
ing different projects? Join 
us with your own project or 
help with making items for 
the Friends Boutique.

Balance in Motion, Tues-
days and Fridays, 10 a.m.: 
$5 Donation requested.

Fitness With Gil: Wednes-
days, 10 a.m.: Start your 
day than with Gil and focus 
on strength, stamina, and 
stretching... energize your-
self and leave feeling good! 
$5 Donation suggested.

Technology Assistance, 
Wednesdays 1-3 p.m.: Do 
you have questions about 
your computer, tablet, 
phone, or other technologi-
cal challenges? Drop in and 
see Curt or Bill for help.

Games with Gil at the Se-
nior Center: Wednesdays 
1 - 3 p.m.: ALL AGES WEL-
COME, come play BOARD 
games or Scrabble, Boggle, 
Cribbage, Backgammon, 

join us or bring a friend and 
come play ANYTIME!

Walking Club: Want to get 
some exercise but concerned 
about winter road condi-
tions? Enjoy the Gordon Col-
lege Bennett Center indoor 
walking track for FREE! Mon-
days, Wednesdays & Fridays, 
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Please 
register by calling Hamilton-
Wenham Recreation 978-
468-2178. Transportation is 
available from CATA.

Grab and Go Meals, Mon-
days & Thursdays, 12 Noon 
(must be picked up by 
12:30 p.m.): Monday meals 
provided by Open Door, 
Thursday meals provided 
by Senior Care. Please regis-
ter two business days in ad-
vance – 978-768-7932.

Mobile Market at the Es-
sex Senior Center, Friday, 
March 1 and Friday, March 
15, 10:30-11:30 a.m., On 
the first and third Fridays of 
each month the COA hosts 
a Mobile Market for Essex 
seniors. These markets are 
open to Essex seniors, re-
gardless of income, and are 
sponsored by Acord Food 
Pantry and The Open Door. 
For more information or to 
register in advance, please 
contact Tess Leary at the Es-
sex COA.

Essex Trash Bags -- Tues-
day, March 5, 11:30 a.m. 
- 12:30 p.m.: Discounted 
Trash Bags are available to 
Essex Residents age 60 and 
older. Limit of one roll per 
household per month. Bags 
are sold on a first  come, first 
serve basis. $7 Small bags, 
$15 Large bags.

Warning! Scam! Talk of 
the Town, Essex Police 
Detective Alexander Ed-
wards “SCAM AWARE-
NESS”, Thursday, March 

7, 1 p.m.: March is Scam 
Awareness Month and Det. 
Edwards will alert us to the 
various schemes and how to 
recognize and avoid them 
while protecting your finan-
cial and personal informa-
tion. Please call the Senior 
Center to register.

Village Pancake House, 
Monday, March 11, 9:30 
a.m.: We’re bringing back 
an old favorite! Grab a friend 
and meet others for break-
fast at the Village Pancake 
House in Rowley! Select and 
pay for breakfast at the res-
taurant. Drive on your own, 
with friends, or let us know 
if you want to reserve a spot 
on the CATA van. Advance 
registration is required.

??Mystery Ride?? – Mon-
day, March 11: Join us for 
an adventure, a scenic ride, 
and a stop for a sweet treat! 
Please arrive at Memorial 
Park at 12:15 p.m. The van 
leaves at 12:30 p.m. Trans-
portation provided by CATA 

-- $4 round trip (pay CATA). 
Advance registration re-
quired so please call 978-768-
7932 to register.

Men’s Coffee and Donuts: 
Wednesday, March 13, 9:30 
a.m.

Pi Day, March 14, 1 p.m.: 
Come celebrate all things Pi 
(3.14). We’ll have some tasty 
pie and special pi activities. 
Bring a friend! RSVP 978-768-
7932.

Ladies Brunch, Tuesday, 
March 19, 11 a.m.: Come 
and enjoy socializing and 
some tasty treats. Please 
RSVP five days before. Spon-
sored by FECOA.

Cape Ann Cinema and 
Pizza! – Thursday, March 
21: Movie: “A League of 
Their Own”. A fictionalized 
account of the real-life All 
American Girls Professional 
Baseball League with an all-
star cast! Come celebrate a 
hometown hero and the start 

ESSEX POLICE NOTES 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18
10:15 a.m.  Pickering St., property check, secured/checked.
11:46 a.m.  Centennial Grove Rd., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 6:11 p.m.  John Wise Ave., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 10:50 p.m.  Story St., directed patrol, secured/
checked.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19
10:54 a.m.  Chebacco Terrace, directed patrol, secured/
checked. 5:18 p.m.  Belcher St., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 8:26 p.m.  John Wise Ave., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 10:20 p.m.  Main St., directed patrol, secured/
checked.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20
12:07 p.m.  John Wise Ave., citizen assist, assisted as needed.
12:54 p.m.  Western Ave., fire other, assisted as needed.
7:00 p.m.  John Wise Ave., erratic operator, gone on arrival.
10:00 p.m.  Martin St., directed patrol, secured/checked.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21
12:54 a.m.  Scotts Way, directed patrol, secured/checked.
1:12 a.m.  John Wise Ave., directed patrol, secured/checked.
2:00 a.m.  Centennial Grove Rd., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 6:54 a.m.  Western Ave., animal complaint, report 
to follow.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22
12:49 p.m.  Story St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
6:35 p.m.  Ice House Lane, male unconscious, transported to 
hospital. 7:29 p.m.  Choate St., suspicious activity, spoken to.
11:03 p.m.  John Wise Ave., erratic operator, report to follow.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23
2:44 a.m.  Main St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
3:22 a.m.  Story St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
5:26 a.m.  Chebacco Terrace, directed patrol, secured/
checked. 6:50 a.m.  Spring St., directed patrol, secured/
checked.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24
No report. 

Pajama Storytime with Jackson.  Courtesy Photo
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Town of Manchester-by-the-Sea
PLANNING BOARD

Town Hall, 10 Central Street, 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA 01944-

1399

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Planning Board of the Town of 
Manchester-by-the-Sea will hold a 
Public Hearing on Monday, March 
11, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. 
Location: This is a Hybrid meeting. 
The Planning Board will meet in 
Room 5, Town Hall. Applicants, 
Presenters, and Public are welcome 
to join the Board in Room 5. 
New Application
Application of Old Quarry, LLC 
(c/o Mark B. Glovsky), for Special 
Permit and Site Plan Review as 
required under Section 4.2.D.19 and 
Sections 12.5 and 12.6 of the Zoning 

By-Law to construct a 260,000 
square foot Office and Research and 
Development facility, with a parking 
garage and surface parking totaling 
535 spaces, and other associated 
site improvements on a 41.4 +/- 
acre parcel located at Atwater Ave.  
Assessor’s Map 37, Lot No. 7 and 
8, in the LCD Zoning District filed 
with the Town Clerk on January 
18, 2024.
Zoom information will be available 
on the Town website prior to the 
meeting.

Gail Hunter, Administrator 
Planning Board 

Posted to MNPA website:  
http://masspublicnotices.org.
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Are you ready for spring?

interior design services

COLES COLOR  

and  D E S I G N

Jennifer Coles, principal 
colescoloranddesign.com
jen@colescoloranddesign.com

978.808.7481

Wood, Wire, & Song – Crossover Chamber 
Music in Annisquam

The nascent Lobster 
Cove String Quartet 
widens its wake with 

guest artists in a concert 
Sunday, March 3rd, at 3 
p.m. at the Annisquam 
Village Church.  With win-
dows looking out on the 
Cove itself, the concert 
is designed by Artist-in-
Residence, violinist and 
composer Scott Moore—
joined here by a glittering 
lineup of special guests 
in an eclectic program of 
new music as inviting as it 
is fresh. Pianist and song-
writer Elizabeth Ziman an-
chors the lineup with what 
NPR Music calls “beauti-
ful, thoughtful, smart mu-
sic largely built around her 
very approachable and 
warm voice.”

The March 3rd Wood, 
Wire, & Song program 
comprises music writ-
ten in the last 30 years: 
the plaintive strains of 
John Tavener’s mysteri-
ous Akhmatova Songs; 
the elemental crispness 
of recent Pulitzer-winner 

Caroline Shaw’s Valencia 
(composed in Manchester-
by-the-Sea); frequent Kro-
nos Quartet collaborator 
Osvaldo Golijov’s visceral 
setting of Emily Dickin-
son, How Slow the Wind; 
and Moore’s own setting 
of Shakespeare’s sunny 
Sonnet 18, a world pre-
miere. Classical soprano 
Theodora Nestorova joins 
Ziman, songwriter and 
multi-instrumentalist Di-
etrich Strause, and quar-
tet members Moore, Erica 
Pisaturo (violin), Brandon 
White (viola), and Alex 
Fowler (cello). Notori-
ously multi-talented Club 
Passim stalwart Zachariah 
Hickman ( Josh Ritter, Ray 
LaMontagne) contributes 
string arrangements.

The event is free, but a 
$35 donation is suggested, 
and a reception follows 
the concert. 

Annisquam Village 
Church
820 Washington St. | 
Gloucester  

Mushroom of the Week: Wood Ears
By Gary Gilbert

Even in the winter one 
can find this squig-
gly gelatinous edible 

mushroom busily decaying 
hardwood sticks and twigs in 
the forest.  The aptly named 
Wood Ear mushroom actu-
ally goes by a slew of other 
common names such as 
Tree Ear, Jelly Ear, Little Ear, 
Judas’ Ear, Cloud Ear and 
Brown Ear Fungus.  But its 
real scientific name is Auricu-
laria auricula-judae.  

It is a common ingredient 
in Chinese cuisine, such as 
Won Ton or Hot and Sour 
Soup as well as many other 
dishes.  The Wood Ear is very 
versatile for cooking and ca-
pable of absorbing the flavors 
of broths and spices quite 
easily.  It has a nice chewy 
texture, is neutral in flavor, 
dries easily, and is quick to 
reconstitute and cook with.  
Plus, the best thing might be 
that it is nearly impossible to 
confuse with anything that is 
not edible that you could find 
in the woods.  You don’t have 
to go to China to find them 
because they grow quite 
ubiquitously in our wood-
lands and are available in 
many supermarkets.

Wood Ear is a kind of jelly 
fungus included in a group of 
similar genera Auriculariales, 
Tremellales and Dacrymyce-
tales which includes other 
unique looking squishy things 
like the bright yellow Witch’s 
Butter.  The Wood Ear can be 
disc-shaped or ear-shaped 
or simply an irregular blob 
of squishy brown to reddish-
brown rubbery, gelatinous 
stuff.

Wood Ears have been used 
medicinally for centuries 
for all sorts of ailments such 
as a cure for hemorrhoids, 
strengthening the immune 
system, angina, diarrhea and 
even as preventing GI upset.  

A curious piece of medicinal 
history is that it was used as 
part of the “Doctrine of Sig-
natures’” from the 1800s, 
where they very simplisti-
cally believed that if a plant 
or fungus resembled a part 

of the body, it could be used 
to treat ailments on that 
part of the body also.  Since 
Wood Ear resembled the in-
sides of one’s throat, they 
would boil it in beer, milk or  
vinegar and use it to treat 
throat ailments. 

More recently the Wood 
Ear mushroom has been 
shown to hinder blood clot-
ting and if used regularly 
in small amounts may help 
prevent strokes or heart at-
tacks.  Those are big claims 
however, and like all consid-
erations of fungi for use as 
“mycomedicines,” I suggest 
the individual do their own 
experimenting to determine 
what it might actually work 
for you specifically and then 
try to learn what dosage is 
appropriate for your body.  

Unfortunately, there are not 
enough mycomedicine or 
herbal medicine research 
dollars floating about, so 
each individual needs to 
learn for themselves what 
works, and what might not 
work.  In the meantime, do 
consider using Wood Ears in  
dishes you may prepare.  It’s 
kind of fun to use and since 
it concentrates flavors in any 
dish, it can produce good cu-
linary results.

Gary Gilbert is a member of 
the Executive Committee of 
the Boston Mycological Club, 
lectures and leads identifica-
tion walks and is the author 
of “Mycocards”, flashcards for 
learning mushroom identifica-
tion (mycocards.com). He lives 
in Manchester-by-the-Sea.

A curious piece 
of medicinal 

history is that it 
was used as part 
of the “Doctrine 
of Signatures’” 
from the 1800s, 
where they very 
simplistically 

believed that if a 
plant or fungus 
resembled a part 

of the body, it 
could be used to 
treat ailments on 
that part of the 

body also.   

Auricularia auricula-judae, also known as “Wood Ears” can be found even in winter.

Wood Ear mushrooms have a variety of both medicinal and culinary 
uses. 

Wood Ear, aptly named, is a velvety gelatinous edible mushroom 
found decaying on hardwood sticks and twigs.  Photos: Gary Gilbert
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Lynn Anne Maguire 
Exhibit in Gloucester 
Opens February 27

The works of Gloucester 
artist Lynn Anne Ma-
guire will be in subject 

of a two-month lobby exhibit 
opens this week on Thurs-
day, February 27 and will run 
through April 26.  A reception 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on Saturday, March 9.  
The artist will be on hand to 
share insights into her work 
and light refreshments. 

Lynn Anne Maguire is a wa-
tercolor artist specializing in 
nature and plein air painting.  
She is a member of several 
art associations, including 
the North Shore Art Associa-
tion, the Rockport Art Associ-

ation & Museum, the Nevada 
Watercolor Society, and the 
Virgin Valley Artists with the 
Mesquite Fine Arts Gallery.  

She has participated in var-
ious art festivals, such as the 
Escalante Canyon Fine Art 
Festival at Grand Staircase 
National Monument.

Lynn started her artistic ca-
reer after 40 years of working 
as a physical therapist. She 
now runs an art studio on 
Rust Island in West Glouces-
ter called Snug Harbor Stu-
dio, where she offers classes 
and workshops for aspiring 
artists.  She is also an avid 
supporter of the North Shore 

Waterfront Greenway, a proj-
ect that aims to create a con-
tinuous bike and pedestrian 
path along the east coast.

She enjoys traveling 
around the world, captur-
ing the beauty of nature in 
various locations like Aix-
en-Provence, St Remy and 
Arles in France and several 
national parks.  Maguire was 
recently interviewed on The 
Art Box podcast about her 
studio, and her vision of cre-
ating a new cultural center 
on Rust Island, where artists 
and nature lovers can gather 
and enjoy the scenic views of 
the Annisquam River.

Flower Shop Honfleur, watercolor, Lynn Anne Maguire  Courtesy

Gloucester Dory Gifted, watercolor, Lynn Anne Maguire. Courtesy

Action Inc., the local non-
profit that serves Cape Ann 
residents in need, including 

rental and mortgage assistance to 
Manchester residents during COV-
ID through the Manchester Afford-
able Housing Trust, announced 
this week that plans a massive 
renovation of its first-floor, ground 
level space on Main Street in 
Gloucester.

The move will better position 
the organization to centralize its 
programming and increase acces-
sibility to better serve its clients. 

Over the past several years, 
Action Inc. has experienced sub-
stantial programmatic expansion 
to better address the needs of the 
residents in the communities it 
serves. 

To accommodate the signifi-
cant growth of the agency’s pro-
grams and staffing, programs were 
spread out over four offices in two 
different communities, splitting up 
some departments over separate 
office spaces.  Additionally, Action 
Inc. identified structural challeng-
es and accessibility issues at our 
main office on Main Street and En-
ergy office on Washington Street. 

Recognizing these internal and 

external barriers, the organization 
initiated a comprehensive feasibil-
ity study, conducted in collabora-
tion with project management 
firm DBI Projects, considered com-
munity feedback from Action Inc.’s 
recent needs assessment, focused 
on department-specific needs, 
assessed the physical space, and 
explored considerations for diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion. 

That study was the bedrock 
informing the strategy for how 
Action would tackle its long- and 
short-term goals.  One cornerstone 
of the plan is the revitalization of 
the first-floor space on Main Street 
to accommodate staff growth, en-
hance accessibility and visibility, 
and consolidate key programs, in-
cluding community services, hous-
ing services, and fuel assistance 
programs. 

Some of these services are cur-
rently offered on the second floor 
of the building on Main Street, 
while others are offered at 47 
Washington Street.  So, when con-
struction is complete, they will all 
be offered in the newly renovated 
first-floor space at its new home on 
180 Main. 

“Our vision is to create a ‘no 

wrong door’ service hub, offering 
a centralized resource center for 
residents. People will experience a 
physically accessible, easy to find, 
welcoming entry point for all Ac-
tion services, as well as for refer-
rals to community partners,” said 
Peggy Hegarty-Steck, CEO at Ac-
tion Inc.

This endeavor underscores Ac-
tion Inc.’s dedication to improving 
service delivery, streamlining ac-
cess to resources, fostering inclu-
sivity, and creating a centralized 
resource hub for residents. The 
agency looks forward to continued 
collaboration with the community, 
stakeholders, and partners to help 
people access the resources they 
need to achieve their goals. 

“Action Inc. is committed to 
evolving with the needs of our 
communities. These strategic ini-
tiatives align with our vision to 
provide inclusive and accessible 
services,” said Allison Lex, COO at 
Action Inc. 

Action Inc. anticipates construc-
tion will be completed at the end 
of summer 2024 and it empha-
sizes that all services will remain 
available to the community open 
throughout construction

Action Inc. to Renovate and Expand its Main Street 
Location to Centralize Services for Cape Ann Residents

Community services nonprofit Action Inc. is undergoing a major renovation of its Main 
Street Gloucester location to better serve Cape Ann.  Below is how the building looked a 
century ago. Courtesy
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SudokuPuzzlePuzzle
THEME: ICONIC FASHION MO-
MENTS

ACROSS
1. Aggressive remark
5. Pampering spot
8. Wharton degree
11. Light bulb, in comic book
12. Burn to a crisp
13. Size option
15. Cameron of “There’s Something 
About Mary”
16. Fabled racer
17. Take care of debt (2 words)
18. *He wore a white leisure suit on 
the dance floor
20. It can be pleasant or unpleasant
21. Buenos ____
22. Dove’s sound
23. *She wore a white dress above a 
subway grate
26. Get house ready for living
30. Rap sheet acr.
31. Famous fictional canine
34. Brussels org.
35. Not Astroturf
37. Take the gold
38. Certain cigarette
39. Speed of object divided by speed 
of sound
40. Lord’s subordinate
42. Ann Patchett’s novel “____ Canto”
43. Made by Bayer
45. Friskily
47. Long period of time
48. Repeat, in music
50. Cough syrup balsam
52. *She wore a meat dress
55. What cobbler does
56. Good’s foe?
57. Muddy road grooves
59. Waltz, in France
60. White House “sub”
61. Red light action
62. Layer
63. Marching insect
64. Sports award

DOWN

1. Ebay click
2. Miners’ passage
3. *Kim Kardashian exposed it on the 
cover of Paper in 2014
4. *Harper’s ____, famous fashion 
magazine, launched in 1867
5. Fossil fuel rock deposit
6. Fractions
7. Atlas stat
8. Egg salad ingredient
9. View from high-speed train?
10. High mountain

12. Uncontrollable movement disor-
der
13. Animal trail
14. *Singer who sported a cone bra
19. Viola da Gamba, pl.
22. Pool tool
23. Molten rock
24. Southern cuisine pods
25. Civil rights org.
26. Jimmy Buffet: “You got ____ to the 
left...”
27. Many iambs

28. Iron/carbon alloy
29. *Golightly of little black dress and 
sunglasses fame
32. Tchaikovsky’s fowl
33. Bro’s sib
36. *Nothing came between her and 
her Calvins
38. Loud noise
40. Car’s unique identifier, acr.
41. Diamond on a sweater
44. Awaken

46. Rough
48. Type of juniper
49. Proclamation
50. Bluish green
51. Billy Joel’s “____ the Good Die 
Young”
52. Bulgarian money
53. Glory prerequisite
54. Above
55. NFL’s Lamar Jackson in 1923, e.g.
58. Done with “my little eye”?

Solutions on Page 11

Religious Notes 
Cornerstone Church
We gather for worship each Sunday 
at 10 a.m. and welcome you to join 
us for a time of studying the scrip-
tures and praising the Lord.  Other 
ministry updates and details can 
be found on our website, www.
CornerstoneNorthShore.org.  If you 
have any special needs or concerns, 
please let us know!  We’re here to 
serve!

Visitation Parish – Mass Sched-
ule
The Visitation Parish Mass Sched-
ule:
Sacred Heart Church – Saturday 
Vigil Mass – Virtual Mass – on our 
Youtube as well as www.mecatho-
lic.org
Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m.
St. John the Baptist Church – Sat-
urday Vigil Mass – 5 p.m.

Sunday Mass – 10 a.m.
Please go to our website:  www.
mecatholic.org for Sacramental In-
formation as well as Parish Registra-
tion if you are new to town or look-
ing to join a Catholic Church.  

The Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary Greek Orthodox Church 
8 Lafayette Road,
Ipswich Mass.
Church services, with Father Chris-
topher Kolentas, are held each Sun-
day.  
Sunday’s Divine Liturgy, with Fa-

ther Christopher, starts at 9:30 a.m. 
followed by a weekly sermon.  All 
are welcome to attend.

First Parish Church
First Parish Church Manchester-by-
the-Sea - join us for a moving mes-
sage, beautiful music and commu-
nity at the center of town, 10 a.m. 
Sundays 10 Central St and streamed 
on Facebook, FirstParishChurch-
ManchesterMa.
Worship Leader, Rev. Katherine 
Schofield with music led by Dr. 
Herman Weiss, and the First Parish 
Choir. Sunday school 10 a.m. led by 

Jeanne Westcott.
Communion Sunday.
We invite everyone to join us for 
hospitality following the service. 
March 3 our youth fellowship will 
host an intergenerational Kindness 
Rock Workshop, free and open to 
all, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m., in the Chapel 
Community Hall.
Monday Friends of the COA Senior 
Drop in 10 a.m.- 12 Noon.
Lenten Study Group 5 p.m. via 
Zoom Five Spiritual Disciplines That 
Draw Us Closer to God

...(Continued on page 11)
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Solution to puzzles on page 10

* * *

In the depth of winter, I finally 
learned that within me there lay 

an invincible summer.  
 ~ Albert Camus -

Tips to Protect Yourself from 
Text Message Cyberattacks

Untold Story of Women’s Olympic 
Glory Featured at Sawyer Free Library 

(StatePoint) Every day, cy-
bercriminals create new 
methods of obtaining private 
financial information from 
unsuspecting individuals, 
most commonly employing 
tactics like emailing strang-
ers and convincing them 
to either share personal 
information or take an ac-
tion that compromises their 
systems and devices. Known 
as “phishing,” these cyber-
crime attempts can also 
come by way of short mes-
sage service (SMS) or text 
messaging, and when they 
do, it’s called “smishing.”

Scammers use smishing 
to prompt victims to click 
on internet links or send 
classified or personal infor-
mation through texts and 
other messaging apps, mak-
ing individuals vulnerable to 
identity theft and even extor-
tion.  However, understand-
ing their methods can help 
you protect yourself.  Here’s 
what to know:

Attacks Are Getting More 
Sophisticated

Cybercriminals often use a 
tactic called spoofing, where 
they impersonate a known 
sender or transmit messages 
from a legitimate number.  
Even if you know the sender, 
it’s still important to verify 
the message’s legitimacy be-
fore responding, opening an 
attachment, or clicking on 
a link that could potentially 
compromise your device.

Cybercriminals also share 
stolen credentials and per-
sonal information more 
readily now and work in 
gangs, ultimately amplifying 

the threat.  Through social 
engineering of your publicly 
available information — often 
gleaned from social media — 
and private data procured 
illicitly, scammers are able 
to craft text messages specifi-
cally designed to lower your 
defenses.  This means, com-
munication may look like 
it’s being sent from a known 
person or number, possibly 
making reference to shared 
knowledge.  Fraudsters may 
apply a sense of urgency 
or other scare tactic that 
prompts you to react quickly 
instead of taking the time to 
scrutinize a request.

Additionally, the ever-
growing capabilities of gen-
erative artificial intelligence 
(AI) tools have made it 
easier for scammers to de-
velop smishing attempts that 
closely mirror conversation, 
making it simpler and more 
affordable to distribute cy-
berattacks successfully to a 
large audience.

“Whereas previous smish-
ing and phishing messages 

often didn’t make sense, 
as generative AI advances, 
these messages contain few-
er grammatical or spelling 
mistakes.  As a result, users 
are less able to distinguish 
them from legitimate com-
munications,” says Raina 
Kanakis, a security specialist 
with PNC’s Global Security 
Fusion Center.

Simple Precautions Can 
Mitigate Risk

Vigilance is key, especially 
as attacks become more so-
phisticated.  One way to ver-
ify senders’ identities is by 
cross-checking short codes — 
the five- or six-digit number 
used by companies to deliver 
text messages to your phone.  
Each of these unique codes 
is used for certain purposes 
— to transmit card activity 
alerts, for instance.

Many companies, such as 
PNC Bank, have established 
resources to enable custom-
ers to verify the legitimacy 
of text messages appearing 
to come from them.  By ref-

erencing PNC’s Short Codes 
page for example, you can 
verify whether a text mes-
sage originated from a legiti-
mate short code, helping you 
detect and avoid possible im-
personation fraud.

Use these additional strat-
egies to help thwart smishing 
attempts:
1. If you are not expecting 

the message, proceed with 
caution.

2. Do not immediately re-
spond.

3. Do not click on any links 
within a text message. 
Navigate to the URL using 
a different means to vali-
date it.

4. If the message appears to 
come from a familiar com-
pany, contact them on a 
different channel to con-
firm legitimacy.

5. Getting a text and sub-
sequent call does not in-
crease legitimacy. Hang up 
and call the company or fi-
nancial institution directly 
using a known telephone 
number.

6. Screenshot and send any 
suspicious messages ap-
pearing to come from a 
company to them to verify 
and alert.

7. To report smishing to all 
mobile telecom carriers, 
screenshot and send the 
message to 7726. For add-
ed protection, use the “Re-
port Junk” feature on your 
mobile carrier’s system.

8. Visit the FCC website for 
more information on how 
to avoid smishing scams.

It’s an inspiring that tran-
scends athletic perfor-
mance. 

The Tigerbelles: Olympic 
Legends from Tennessee 
State, written by Wenham 
author Aime Alley Card is a 
story of the 1960 Tennessee 
State University all-Black 
women’s track team, which 
found Olympic glory at the 
1960 games in Rome. It is an 
epic story of desire, success, 
and failure—of beating the 
odds—against the backdrop 
of a changing America. 

The book is being pub-
lished to coincide with 
Women’s History Month in 
March.  And the author, who 
lives in Wenham, will speak 
as part of the Sawyer Free 
Library’s author event series 
from from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 7 at the 
library, 21 Main Street (up-
stairs) in Gloucester.

Ms. Alley Card, who grew 
up in Tennessee, was famil-
iar with the Tigerbelles be-
cause the team global per-
formance was stuff of local 
legend.  Also, her father was 
an athletic coach at neigh-
boring Vanderbilt University 
and impressed on Alley that 
the Tigerbelles had over-
come incredible challenges 
of a pre-Title 9, Jim Crow 
South world where resourc-
es and support were utterly 
vacant at southern schools 

like Tennesee State.
“As I got older, I realized 

others didn’t know this 
story,” she said.  “It’s like ‘A 
League of their Own’ meets 
‘Hidden Figures’.”

“My intention is to tell an 
epic story of desire, success 
and failure-of beating the 
odds-against the backdrop of 
a changing America, but to 
tell it in an intimate way.”  

“Readers will come to 
know the individuals’ unique 
struggles and triumphs, 

while also understanding 
how these dreams emerged 
and solidified just as the 
country was struggling to 
leave the Jim Crow era be-
hind.”

 Ideed, Tigerbelles is a 
multi-layered inspirational 
tale of triumph over adver-
sity.  The elite group of talent 
includes Wilma Rudolph, 
Barbara Jones, Lucinda Wil-
liams, Martha Hudson, Wil-
lye B. White and Shirley 
Crowder.  These are women 

who once were and should 
still be known world-wide.  
Ultimately the team’s drive is 
for more than medals.  Their 
coach, Edward Temple and 
the Tigerbelles offer a chal-
lenge the world’s perception 
of what a group of young 
Black women in the Jim Crow 
south are capable of. 

Aime Alley Card has been 
researching, interviewing, 
and writing, conducting and 
reviewed hundreds of hours 
of interviews for the project.

She is a nonfiction editor 
for Pangyrus literary maga-
zine and a board member for 
the Women’s National Book 
Association, Boston Chapter.

For those who can’t make 
the talk in Gloucester, Ms. Al-
ley Card will also be signing 
books from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 21 at The 
Book Shop of Beverly Farms.

(c) VioNettaStock / iStock via Getty Images Plus

Chalupa Is My Name
PET OF THE WEEK Hello there, I am a 

sweet little girl but a 
bit nervous with all 

the changes in my live.  I was 
found in a home with many 
other cats and now I have 
been living alone and hav-
ing lots of people and hands 
are coming towards me 
which is scary.  I just don’t 
know what to expect.  I am 
not mean and don’t scratch 
or bite but I do get scared 
when people try and touch 
me.  I just need some time to 
understand that people are 
good and all they want to do 
is help.  In time with lots of 
positive things coming from 
humans I will understand.  
If you have the time and pa-
tience to let me learn then 
I am sure we will be good 
friends.  If you think I am 
the kitten for you please fill 
out an online application to-
day and come visit me at the 
shelter (but remember go 
slow). Do I sound like a good 
fit for you?  You can find the 
application at https://ca-
peannanimalaid.org/adopt.
html 

Tuesday, COA Luncheon
Wednesday Vespers 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Choir rehearsal 7:30 p.m.
Thursday Seaside Parish Knitters 1-3 p.m., all knitters welcome 
to drop in
Bible Study, Via Zoom 4 p.m.
For Zoom programs join in with computer, smart device or 
dial in on a phone - email office.fpchurch@gmail.com or call 
978-526-7661 for the link
Also available a weekly at-home devotional: “Wendell Berry 
and the Sabbath Poetry of Lent”

St. John’s Church
Worship:
Every Sunday we hold services at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Child 
care is available during the 10 a.m. service. This Sunday we 
will have a guest speaker discussing Electric Transportation 
following the 10 a.m. service. 

Quaker Meeting
Quakers of the North Shore worship every Sunday from 10-
11 a.m. at the Glen Urquhart School:  74 Hart Street, Beverly 
Farms, Mass.  It is an unprogrammed Quaker Meeting.  There 
is no Pastor (or leader) save the spirit of God in and among us.  
Our worship is primarily silent.  When a worshiper is moved, it 
may include a brief, spoken ministry offered in a ‘spirit of wor-
ship.’  Friends gather together quietly, awaiting the experience 
of God’s presence. 
People in our community hail from the traditional tribal lands 
of the Pawtucket and Massachusetts now called Manchester, 
Gloucester, Beverly, Ipswich, Rockport, Salem, Lynn and 
Marblehead.  Whether you have worshiped in other Quaker 
(Friends) Meetings or not, we welcome you to join us.  If you 
are new to Quakers, someone will be happy to talk with you 
and answer any questions you may have.  Send an email to: 
northshorequaker@gmail.com.  First Day School, our Chil-
dren’s Program, consists of forest walks near the Glen Urqu-
hart School led by Jessica Kagle from the Kestrel Foundation.  
Blessings To You 

...(Continued from page 1)
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COLDWELL BANKER 
MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA 

40 BEACH STREET, MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944
TELEPHONE  978-526-7572 COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM 

6 Lattof Farm Circle
Rockport | $1,495,000
Impeccable Colonial on private cul-de-sac in 
Rockport. 4-5 beds/3.5 baths. Impressive great 
room, great fenced yard and 2-car garage. 

Scott Smith | Realtor 
617-750-2793

1 Beacon Hill
Gloucester | $1,495,000
Impressive ocean views from this Nantucket 
shingle saltbox in East Gloucester, set on 4.49 
acres. 3DB, 2BD main house, carriage house.

Scott Smith | Realtor 
617-750-2793

146 Hesperus
Magnoli | $1,350,000
Impeccable 3 BR, 3 BA home with ocean 
views over Strawberry Cove from almost every 
room.  Refreshing light through the oversized 
double sliders that welcome you to the large deck 
off the living room, watch the schooners and the 
storms safely in front of your cozy fireplace.

Lisa Ramos  |  Realtor 
978290-3005 

12 Pleasant st 
Rockport | $699,000
Charming 2-bedroom home, 1.5 baths on 
a quaint st near the heartbeat of downtown 
Rockport. Artist Loft. Fireplace, walk out 
basement, gardens.

Mary Matthews | Realtor 
978-317-1079  
Mary Francis | Realtor 
978-985-3035  

184 Western Ave
Essex | $1,989,000
Stunning new construction with 
sophisticated flair throughout 3 sun-
filled levels. Boasts 6 bedrooms & 3 
full baths. Grand 2-story light-filled 
family room with dramatic fireplace 
leads to expansive outdoor stone 
patio. Thoughtful floor plan with 
stylish chefs’ kitchen & designer 
finishes, quartz waterfall island, 
gas cooktop and stainless-steel 
appliances—all ideal for entertaining.

Michelle Mineo | Realtor
978-471-9178

33 Way Road 
Gloucester | $3,895,000
Stunning East Gloucester estate with impressive 
ocean views. Carriage, barn, and paddocks on 
28+ acres. 

Scott Smith | Realtor 
617-750-2793

NEW PRICE

$665,000 | Felicia Trupiano
East Gloucester Charmer. One-level 2-bedroom,  
1.5-bath condo has office, 2 decks, massive living 
room, granite-stainless kitchen, full basement, and 
2-car parking. Near beaches and downtown.

$525,000 | Fabyan & Filias Team
Unique opportunity to build your dream home on  
6.18-acre private, hillside lot near downtown and 
Singing Beach. Engineering for 5-bedroom septic 
system and shared driveway approved. 1 of 2 lots. 

$449,000 | Cressy Team
Fabulous 2 bedroom condo unit at The Village at 
Vinnin Square with fireplaced living room, formal 
dining room, in-unit laundry and extra space in the 
basement. Plus one-car detached garage!

$874,900 | Alle Cutler & Ed Dick
Scoop up the last unit at Farm Village! MAYAPPLE. 
3-bedroom, 2.5-bath 2,500 sf attached townhome 
with 1st floor main suite, loft, additional flex space, 
2-car garage. This unit is available now! 

$925,000 | Peggy McNamara
Newman-Fiske-Dodge House, a Wenham Icon since 
1658. Historic home in excellent condition with 
4,000 sq. ft., 5 bedrooms and 3.5 baths. Large barn,  
3 driveways and scenic grounds.

$1,797,000 | Fabyan & Filias Team
Enchanting custom Colonial with contemporary flair, 
grand foyer & home office. 4 bedrooms (2 en suite), 
4.5 baths. Open floor plan gourmet kitchen and family 
room. Pool-patio, 3-car garage. 

$2,150,000 | Ted Richard
Majestic Queen Ann Victorian overlooks Salem 
Common. 13 masterfully appointed rooms, 6 beds, 
4.5 baths, 7 fireplaces. Exquisite 2-story foyer, grand 
staircase, chef’s kitchen, handsome library.   

$2,600,000 | Kate Richard
Development opportunity. 20-acre lot abuts 
Ravenswood Park, near beach. Has potential as private 
estate or single-family-condo-40B development. Has 
existing dwelling, drive, pristine wooded lot.

$5,835,000 | Fabyan & Filias Team
Elusive “small” house on the water exists! Updated 
Contemporary with versatile, multi-level floor plan, 
floor-to-ceiling slider access to multiple decks, views 
from every window, 3-car garage.     
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Find us on     :JBarrettRealtyNorthShore 

1 BEACH STREET  •  MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944  |  978.526.8555  |  JBARRETTREALTY.COM 

J Barrett & Company, LLC supports the principles of both the Fair Housing and the Equal Opportunity Acts.

The North Shore’s Premier Real Estate Agency


