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BRIEFLY

EES Building 
Committee 
Candidates Sought
The Manchester Essex School 
Committee is seeking residents 
from both Essex and Man-
chester to serve on the Essex 
School Building Committee 
(ESBC).  The ESBC will oversee 
the Massachusetts School 
Building Authority (MSBA) 
process for all phases of the 
Essex elementary building 
project including feasibility, 
design, and construction.  
Those with backgrounds in 
construction, architecture, 
landscape, and education are 
key.  Applications are being ac-
cepted through March 22.  To 
apply please submit a letter of 
interest via email to lejeunea@
mersd.org.

George Darrah 
Featured Next Week 
at Evening of Jazz 
Program
It’s an Evening of Jazz starting 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 14 at 
the ME Regional Middle High 
School auditorium on Lincoln 
Street in Manchester.  Guest 
artist is George Darrah, MERSD 
Class of 2007 and a Boston-
based composer, drummer 
and music teacher.  Darrah 
specializes in a variety of styles 
including jazz, pop, funk, big 
bands, and symphonic orches-
tras. Darrah has performed 
with and composed and 
arranged music for numerous 
performing artists. He ap-
peared on NBC’s Today Show 
and performed for President 
Barack Obama and US Presi-
dent Joe Biden.  Also, in 2022 
and 2023, Darrah performed 
on drums with Keith Lockhart 
and the Boston Pops Orchestra. 

Rotary Club’s 
Annual St. Patty’s 
Day Dinner at the 
Legion on March 16
It’s time again for the ME Ro-
tary’s annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Dinner, 5:30 to 10 p.m. Satur-
day, March 16 at the American 
Legion Hall in Manchester 
featuring a corned beef dinner 
and Irish music from The Erst-
whiles and the Creaganmore 
Pipes and Drums.  $30 ticket 
gets you dinner, music and 
Irish step dancing (oh my!).  
Cash bar, and if you’re just up 
for the music, you can get into 
the Legion for just $10.  Tickets 
at manchesteressexrotary.com, 
$5 discount for Rotary Club 
members who purchase in ad-
vance.  Details on the Rotary’s 
website.

By Jeff Pope

Developer Geoffrey 
Engler and Town 
Counsel George Pucci 

sparred during the first day 
of hearings over the Strate-
gic Land Ventures’ proposed 
136-unit condominium plan 
for Shingle Hill off School 
Street. 

The state’s Housing Ap-
peals Committee, chaired 
by Shelagh Ellman-Pearl, 
conducted the first of at 
least four days of hearings 
into the proposed plan at 
the Amaral Bailey American 
Legion Post 113 on Monday.  
The additional days of the 
hearing—which could end 
as soon as Thursday, March 
7 but may last up to two 
weeks—were to be conduct-
ed online by video link. 

Engler had sought a com-
prehensive permit from the 
town’s Zoning Board of Ap-
peals, through the state’s 
40B regulations, in January 
2022.  The ZBA rejected the 
plan in August 2022, send-
ing the project to the state’s 
Housing Appeals Commit-
tee. 

Now 18 months later, the 
state committee is conduct-
ing hearings to determine if 
it should overturn the ZBA’s 
decision. 

The hearing consists of 
cross examination of wit-

nesses who have pre-filed 
testimony.  There is no 
direct examination of wit-
nesses since 40B appeals 
are designed by the state to 
be expedited.

“SLV has opted not to 
cross examine the town’s ex-
pert witnesses,” wrote Town 
Administrator Greg Feder-
spiel in an email.  “Thus, the 
hearing will focus on town 
counsel cross-examining 
SLV’s witnesses.”

One area Engler and Pucci 
sparred over was the town’s 

Master Plan.  Pucci main-
tained that the Master Plan 
provided ample area in town 
for new housing.  But Engler 
disagreed, leading to one of 
several heated exchanges. 

“In my opinion, in my 
professional opinion, this 
town has done a very, very 
poor job in general of iden-
tifying any opportunities 
for housing,” said Engler, 
“which is why Manches-
ter-by-the-Sea has not de-
veloped any multi-family 
housing and why since this 

whole process has started, 
Manchester-by-the-Sea has 
not developed any multi-
family affordable housing of 
any significance.”

Earlier, Pucci had ques-
tioned Engler about the de-
veloper’s attempts to work 
with the Select Board to cre-
ate a “friendly 40B” project, 
meaning it would have the 
approval of the Select Board 
from the start and would 
have secured concessions 
from the applicant such as 
a new fire department lad-
der truck, public van service 
to mitigate local traffic, and 
funding for the Manchester 
Affordable Housing Trust.

Pucci asked who Engler 
had worked with on the Se-
lect Board, but Engler could 
not remember any of their 
names, although he remem-
bered then-Town Counsel 
Jonathan Witten discussing 
issues at Select Board meet-
ings. 

“We were working on a 
development agreement,” 
said Engler, “and it was 
clear that was not going to 
happen. It was clear to my 

team that we were not mov-
ing forward.”

Pucci pressed Engler on 
whether the Select Board 
voted on the early version of 
the project. 

“I honestly cannot re-
member if they formally 
took a vote,” said Engler.  
“I remember the whole 
process fell apart when the 
town was pushing a certain 
issue, a certain position that 
we could not agree with. I 
made it very clear ... that we 
were going to respectfully 
discontinue this discussion 
because I couldn’t live with 
what Mr. Witten and the 
town were asking.”

Attorney Dennis Murphy, 
who was representing the 
Manchester Essex Conserva-
tion Trust, who is limited to 
asking questions about the 
environmental issues with 
the project, tried to ask En-
gler about the developer’s 
ban on applying for new 40B 
cases after admitting he has 
lied on an application for a 
Wellesley project in 2021.  

Engler’s team objected 

Engler Defends SLV Project at Hearing

Weekly Weather Chart

Weather data pulled Wednesday and is subject to change.

Saturday 9 March 40° 29°

Sunday 10 March 46° 37°

Monday 11 March 45° 38°

Tuesday 12 March 49° 34°

Wednesday 13 March 44° 40°

Thursday 14 March 45° 40°

Friday 15 March 45° 41°

A protest 
organized by 
the Manchester 
Essex 
Conservation 
Trust outside 
Manchester’s 
American 
Legion Hall 
Monday met 
members of 
the Mass. Dept. 
of Housing 
Appeals 
Committee 
who opened a 
hearing to rule 
on whether  
Strategic Land 
Ventures’ 
was wrongly 
denied a permit 
in 2022 by  
the Town of 
Manchester 
to build a 40B  
affordable 
housing project 
in the Limited 
Commercial 
District.  Below, 
Geoffrey Engler 
of SLV sits 
behind his legal 
team. 

Gavel to Gavel
This Week’s Town Meetings

Manchester Town Hall is 
Open to the Public.  Public 

hours are 9 a.m. - 4:45 
p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday and 9 a.m. 

- 6:15 p.m. on Thursday.  
Essex Town Hall hours are 
Monday through Thursday 

7:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m.

Essex BOS 
Monday, March 11, 6 p.m.

Essex FinCom 
Monday, March 11

6 p.m.

Essex ConCom 
Tuesday, March 12

7:15 p.m.

Adjustments Lead to Sweet Results 
for ME Boys Basketball 

By Jason Brisbois

The Manchester Es-
sex basketball team—a 
squad that has lost all 

of one game this season—was 
down by two at the end of the 
first quarter in their tourna-
ment game against Frontier 
Regional.  

Other teams may have pan-
icked in the situation, won-
dering about how to respond 
down early to a foe they had 
never faced in team history.  
The 2023-24 version of the 
Hornets are not just any oth-
er team, however, and they 
did pretty much what they 
have done all season long: 
adjust and respond.

“Throughout the entire 
season, we have a saying: 
‘Don’t worry about the first 
quarter,’” explains Manches-
ter Essex coach Tim St. Lau-
rent.  “We can tighten the 
screws after that.”

The coach adds: “We need 
to get through the first quar-
ter and adjust -- especially if 
it’s a team we haven’t seen 
before.”

The Hornets did just that, 

making adjustments in the 
second quarter that resulted 
in Manchester Essex holding 
a 12-point lead over Fron-
tier Regional at the half, and 
building that lead to 25 in 
the third quarter to put the 
game out of reach by the final 

stanza.  The result was a 75-
48 win and the opportunity 
to advance to the Sweet 16 of 
the MIAA Div. 4 Tournament, 
where the Hornets were slat-
ed to face 12-seed Tyngsbor-
ough on March 5 (6 p.m. at 
MERHS).

Tyngsborough is another 
opponent that Manchester 
Essex has not seen before, 
and is coming into the match-
up fully healthy after com-
pleting a 12-win season.

ME Hornet Chris Glass goes to the net in the Hornets Round of 32 match against Frontier Regional at 
home.  ME took the W 75-48, leading most of the way.  Photo Paul Clark

...(Continued on page 2)

...(Continued on page 6)

(Photos: Kirk Williamson)

* * *
After deadline 

on Tuesday, the 
Hornets won 

at home in the 
post season 

playoffs against 
Tyngsborough 77-
36! On to Round 

of 8!   
 ~ Editor’s Note -
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First, the good news. For subscribers, classified ads are free (one listing / sub-
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FOR SALE
1-WK TIMESHARE - ATTITASH 
MT VILLAGE—Not able to use 
any longer�  Children long gone, 
need to sell�  Located across the 
street from Attitash Mountain, 
Bartlett, NH� “Week 4,” two sepa-
rate units on main floor that can 
be used as one� Private hallway 
connects units�  One with full 
bath and Q-bed� Other full bath, 
watsher/dryer, full kitchen, living 
rm, fireplace, pull down double 
bed� Main floor excess to pkg lot� 
Ski locker, use of pool & game 
rm�  Pls call for details or to make 
an offer: (978) 526-7036� ������� TF

JOBS
MBTS FIREFIGHTER/
PARAMEDIC—The Town of 
Manchester-by-the-Sea Fire Dept� 
seekS highly responsible candi-
dates for Firefighter/Paramedic 
to fill one new position and estab-
lish a list of potential candidates 
for future openings�  Candidates 
must be:  Paramedic (EMTs may 
apply), HS graduate, and possess 
a valid driver’s license�  Able to 
pass NFPA 1582 Medical Exam 
and Mass PAT� To participate in 
the hiring process, mail a signed 
cover letter, résumé to: Fire 
Chief James McNeilly, 12 School 
St, Manchester, MA 01944�  
Applications must arrive by 4PM 
Friday, April 5, 2024� Contact 
Chief McNeilly at 978-526-4040 
with questions�  For additional 
information see the employment 
posting at www�manchester�
ma�us � The Town of Manchester-
by-the-Sea is an AA/EOE employ-
er�   ������������������������������� 4/1

SERVICES
REMODELING OR NEED A 
HANDYMAN?—Available for inte-
rior painting, carpetry, plaster 
projects and more�  Local and 
insured�  Call 508-932-1442� �� TF

PERSONAL ASSISTANT —
Consider it Done/ Personal 
Assistant� (Services offered but 
not limited to) Errands, Shopping, 
Medical Appointments Gardening�  
Contact Tracy at 978-376-0950 
or Email Te2photo2@gmail�com 
��������������������������  2/1

HANDYMAN, MBTS—Handyman 
for light construction, home 
repairs, painting, cleanups, 
home repairs, painting clean-
ups, power washing, rototilling�  
Fully insured�  Have truck and 
trailer�  Clean, honest, references�  
Contact Bill mbtshandyman@
gmail�com or (978) 618-0999� TF

WANTED—Someone to sell small 
treasures and knick knacks on 
EBay or other social platforms� 
Call or Text 617-909-5284� ��� 3/14

FOR RENT
MBTS VILLAGE —Upstairs at 38 
Union St features renovated 1 
bdrm/1bthrm with shower� Hdwd 
floors, cathedral ceilings, exposed 
beams, patio and backyard, two 
private entrances� W/D in unit� 
Central A/C� 700 sq�ft� +/-� $2,500/
month� Great light with sunshine 
all day� Available now thru May 
2025� Come bring your ideas to 
this ideal home or office space 
in the heart of MBTS right above 
Gray House Antiques! Email 
hello@grayhouseantiques�com�

Brookside ContraCting
978-526-1414

Manchester-by-the-Sea
keithlitka@brooksidecontracting.com
Home Improvement • Carpentry

Roofing • Siding
Replacement Windows

Over 40 Years Experience
Don: 978-526-4123
lombardimasonry.com

MCINNIS PAVING, INC.
Infra-Red Asphalt Repair Specialists
Cold Planeing • Driveway Rebuilding
Repairs • Seal Coating • Crack Filling

Beverly Farms, MA 01915
Timothy McInnis   978-921-1608

Cell: 978-375-1727 • Fax: 978-927-9602

Call (978) 526-7452 
Email Kathy.Willy@verizon.net

www.makeitgoaway.net
MAKE IT GO AWAY!
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Deborah T. Clough 

Deborah T. Clough 86, of 
Naples, FL and a former 
resident of The Villages, FL 
and Manchester- by-the-Sea, 
MA died on Sunday, Febru-
ary 25, 2024.  Deborah was 

born on February 4, 1938 in 
New York City, NY a daugh-
ter of the late Vincent A. and 
Deborah (Mann) Theisen.  
She had been a resident of 
Naples for the past 6 years 
coming from The Villages 
where she had resided for 
15 years prior to moving to 
Naples. 

She was a graduate of 
Brown University in Provi-
dence, RI where she earned 
her Bachelor’s degree.  After 
college, she began her ca-
reer as a legal assistant with 
the law firm of Foley and 
Hoag in Boston, MA.  She re-
tired after 30 years with the 
law firm.

Deborah was an avid ten-
nis player and instructor.  
She taught privately in the 
Northshore area of Boston.  
She was also a very talented 
golfer.

She is survived by her 
three children, Pamela Kier-
nan and her husband, Peter 
of Bonita Springs, FL, David 
Clough and his wife, Jenna 
of Northport, FL, and Kris-
tin Wendt of The Villages, 
FL; and 11 grandchildren, 
Kyle, Carly, and Hannah 
Kiernan and Robert, Mela-
nie, Catherine, Margot, Lily, 
Olivia, Tessa and William 
Clough.  She is also survived 
by her two sisters, Barbara 

T. McGonagle of Bonita 
Springs, FL and Pamela T. 
Morss of Gloucester, MA.

Private services will be 
held by the family.

The family would like 
to thank the staff at Ter-
racina Grand for all their 
exceptional care provided 
to Deborah and to Avow 
Hospice for their care in 
her final days. To sign her  
guest register or to leave on-
line condolences please visit 
www.ShikanyFuneralHome.
com. 

Arrangements are being 
handled by Shikany’s Bonita 
Funeral Home family owned 
and operated since 1978.

Obituaries
The Cricket publishes obituaries weekly in print and immediately online at thecricket.com as they are ap-
proved. If an obituary cannot be printed in time for a service, we will also post the notice to our Facebook 

page (facebook.com/TheManchesterCricket).  Send notices to obituaries@thecricket.com.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25
12:44 p.m.  Summer St., citi-
zen assist, assisted as need-
ed. 8:16 p.m.  Pine St., com-
munity policing, other.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26
12:44 a.m.  Summer St., wel-
fare check, transported to 

hospital. 11:21 a.m.  School 
St., motor vehicle stop, ver-
bal warning. 2:23 p.m.  Al-
pine Rd., animal complaint, 
notification made. 9:38 p.m.  
Filias Circle, suspicious activ-
ity, no action taken.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27
1:51 p.m.  Route 128SB, traf-

fic hazard, gone on arrival.
2:50 p.m.  Route 128SB, dis-
abled motor vehicle, spoken 
to. 6:51 p.m.  Proctor St., fire 
other, assisted as needed.
11:13 p.m.  Old Essex Rd., 
welfare check, secured/
checked.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 

28
8:17 a.m.  Masconomo St., 
citizen assist, report to fol-
low. 3:08 p.m.  Crow Island, 
alarm, no action taken. 6:23 
p.m.  Old Neck Rd., fire 
alarm, fire false. 9:06 p.m.  
School St., motor vehicle 
stop, written warning.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29
12:09 a.m.  Filias Circle, dis-
turbance, spoken to. 1:13 
a.m.  Forest St., traffic haz-
ard, assisted as needed. 6:28 
a.m.  Masconomo St., utility 
request, assisted as needed.
2:31 p.m.  Beach St., motor 
vehicle stop, verbal warning.

FRIDAY, MARCH 1
1:20 a.m.  Beach St., suspi-
cious activity, spoken to.
6:40 a.m.  Beach St., directed 
patrol, secured/checked.
1:46 p.m.  Pleasant St., motor 
vehicle stop, verbal warning. 
6:58 p.m.  Summer St., selec-
tive enforcement, other.

SATURDAY, MARCH 2
1:28 a.m.  Beach St., suspi-
cious activity, spoken to.
12:08 p.m.  Powder House 
Lane, citizen assist, assisted 
as needed. 1:06 p.m.  Sum-
mer St., property damage, 
assisted as needed. 8:42 p.m.  
Forest St., animal complaint, 
notification made

MANCHESTER POLICE NOTES

and Ellman-Pearl didn’t al-
low the questions.

When Murphy asked if 
the SLV project met all the 
necessary standards, En-
gler brought up the pro-
posed Cell Signaling proj-
ect, though not by name, 
as a project in the Limited 
Commercial District that re-
ceived height variances from 
the Zoning Board of Appeals 
this year and is scheduled to 
apply for a permit from the 
Planning Board starting next 
week.  

Engler said the project has 
started with similar difficul-
ties as the SLV project, but 
has not received the same 
blowback from the commu-
nity.

Before Engler’s testimony, 
David Formato, a civil engi-
neer for Onsite Engineering, 
was cross-examined about 
his testimony concern-
ing water and sewer pipes 
for the project, directional 

drilling, which would be re-
quired to install the pipes 
under Route 128, as well as 
the impact of digging pits on 
either side of the highway. 

After Engler’s testimony, 
Manchester attorney Rus 
Brown was cross-examined.  
Brown was the trustee of the 
trust that co-owned the 23.8 
acres, where the SLV project 
was proposed. 

Pucci asked him several 
questions about the mar-
keting brochure created to 
market the sale of the land in 
October 2018.  The brochure 
suggested several options for 
the land, including housing 
as suggested in the Master 
Plan and as a potential 40B 
project.  

Pucci noted that the 
town’s Master Plan was not 
completed until 2019, but 

Brown said that that plan 
was in the works well before 
that, and he had attended 
a number of meetings with 
town officials and stakehold-
ers, where opening up sec-
tions of the LCD to housing 
was discussed.

Later in the hearing sched-
ule, the HAC will hear from 
Scott Goddard (wetlands sci-
entist), Daniel Riggs (archi-
tecture), Jeffrey Dirk (traffic 
engineer), Jason Cleary (for-
mer MBTS Fire Chief ), Ken 
Milender (engineer), and 
Carlton Quinn (construction 
engineer).

Once the hearing is con-
cluded, both sides will turn 
in final filings and await the 
Housing Appeals Commit-
tee’s ruling.  Federspiel said 

that could take up to a year, 
and, even after the ruling 
comes in, either side may 
appeal that decision.

...(Continued from page 1)
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Town Hall 
10 Central Street 

Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA, 01944

SELECT BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Select Board will hold a hybrid 
public hearing on Monday, March 
18, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in Town Hall 
meeting room #5 and by zoom.  
Zoom information will be available 
on the Town website, prior to the 
meeting. 

•    Request from National Grid to 
install approx. 5 ft of underground 
conduit from MH 3 to Customer at 
3 Arbella St. 

Posted to MNPA website:   
http://masspublicnotices.org.

March 8, 2024 MC 
March 15, 2024 MC

PUBLIC NOTICE
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BOARD UPDATES

Planning Board Public 
Hearing:  The Planning 
Board will meet on March 
11 at 6:30 p.m. for a Public 
Hearing on the Cell Signaling 
application.  Meeting details 
can be found on the Town 
website. 

MBTA Zoning Task Force:  
The Task Force will meet on 
Thursday, March 14 at 6:30 
p.m.  Meeting details can be 
found on the Town website. 

DPW Rain Barrel Sale:  
Think spring and purchase a 
rain barrel from DPW. Order 
by March 24.  Fifty percent 
off the first barrel.  Order 

at greatamericanrainbarell.
com/community/.

Dog License Renewals:  
Register your dog by March 
31 to avoid a late fee.  Details 
and online payment instruc-
tions can be found on the 
Town website.  

Run for Office:  Make a dif-
ference in our community 
and run for elected office.  
Nomination papers for Se-
lect Board, Planning Board, 
School Committee and Li-
brary Trustees are available 
at the Town Clerks office.  Pa-
pers and signatures are due 
April 2.

Household Hazardous 

Waste Day:  The Board of 
Health will host a Hazardous 
Waste Day on Saturday, April 
6.  The cost is $25 per car.  
Detailed information can be 
found on the Town website. 

Trash, recycling, and com-
post collection:   Regular 
Schedule.   Please place curb-
side by 7 a.m. on day of col-
lection.  Transfer Station is 
open on Wednesdays from 
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Follow Us on Facebook, Ins-
tagram, and X @townofmbts 
and visit the Town website 
www.Manchester.ma.us to 
stay informed.

	

DATE	
HIGH	 LOW	 	

AM	 FT	 PM	 FT	 AM	 FT	 PM	 FT	 RISE	 SET	
8	 Fri	 9:21	 10.2	 10:00	 9.3	 3:18	 0.6	 4:04	 -0.2	 6:04	 5:43	
9	 Sat	 10:19	 10.8	 10:52	 10.0	 4:16	 -0.1	 4:57	 -0.7	 6:02	 5:44	
10	 Sun	 	 	 12:12	 11.1	 6:11	 -0.7	 6:46	 -1.1	 7:00	 6:45	
11	 Mon	 12:40	 10.6	 1:02	 11.3	 7:04	 -1.1	 7:33	 -1.3	 6:59	 6:46	
12	 Tue	 1:27	 10.9	 1:52	 11.1	 7:55	 -1.3	 8:19	 -1.2	 6:57	 6:47	
13	 Wed	 2:15	 11.1	 2:42	 10.6	 8:46	 -1.2	 9:06	 -0.9	 6:55	 6:49	
14	 Thu	 3:03	 11.0	 3:33	 10.0	 9:37	 -0.9	 9:53	 -0.3	 6:54	 6:50	

	
	
	

Tides & Sun Chart For The Week Ahead

The Task Force has 
considered all areas 
of Manchester-by-the-

Sea.  Several areas are no 
longer in consideration for 
different reasons, including 
some areas that appear to be 
a good fit.

One reason for excluding 
an area is that MBTA Zoning 
law does not make it easy to 
protect existing commercial 
and retail space.  Under the 
law, the Town cannot re-
quire reserving the first floor 
of a building for retail use.  
The new zoning can permit 
retail use, with restrictions.  
The Task Force chose not to 
consider the downtown re-
tail area because a walkable 
shopping area is an essential 
part of the character of Man-
chester.

Another reason for exclud-
ing an area is to protect the 
Town’s historic buildings, 
which are also an important 
part of the Town’s character.  
The Task Force tries to ex-
clude areas with houses that 
are more than 100 years old.  
Within the half-mile circle 
around the train station, the 
decision to exclude historic 
houses eliminated Wash-
ington Street, North Street, 
lower School Street, Union 
Street, Central Street and 
much of the heavy trick-or-
treat area.

Yet other reasons for 
excluding an area are the 
probability of flooding and 
the absence of Town sewer 
service.  Both those counts 
excluded the Magnolia area.   
The Town sewer system 
serves only about a third of 

Manchester.  The Task Force 
does not support building 
dense multi-family housing 
in an area that has private 
septic systems and is subject 
to flooding. 

A less obvious reason for 
excluding an area is the po-
tential for large apartment 
buildings or condos.  The 
MBTA Zoning law requires 
that the new zones allow 
15 units per acre.   A 6,000 
square foot lot (about one-
sixth of an acre) would be 
suitable for a three-family 
building under that den-
sity requirement.  A 6,000 
square foot lot could hold a 
two-and-a-half story house, 
a driveway, and parking for 
5 cars.  The General District 
and District D both have a 
minimum lot size of 6,000 
square feet.  Area A has a 
minimum lot size of 22,500 
square feet, so Area A could 
have apartment blocks with 
8 units.  The Task Force feels 
that a three-family, two-and-
a-half-story house fits the 
character of Manchester bet-
ter than an eight-unit apart-
ment building.

In addition, the Task 
Force’s goals include staying 

as close as possible to current 
zoning regulations.  Current 
zoning in the General Dis-
trict allows conversion of ex-
isting buildings to three fam-
ily dwellings by right, albeit 
with 5 onsite parking spaces 
required and only in exist-
ing buildings.  District D1 al-
lows two-family dwellings 
by right. District D2 allows 
two-family dwellings with a 
special permit from the ZBA.  
All other districts except the 
LCD allow only single-family 
dwellings.  Since the General 
District and District D are 
closer to what MBTA Zoning 
prescribes, the Task Force 
has been looking at those 
areas to give the Town a fair 
chance for compliance with 
the least amount of change 
to its character and current 
zoning.

The Manchester MBTA Zon-
ing District Task Force was 
created by the Select and 
Planning Boards to explore 
and prepare a recommended 
approach by the town to the 
State of Massachusetts’ man-
date that all communities ser-
viced by the public commuter 
rail line vote on whether to 
create “by right” multifam-
ily zoning, a portion of which 
must be within a half mile of  
the MBTA Commuter Rail sta-
tion.  Manchester voters will 
have to weigh in by a Town 
Meeting vote by the end of 
2024.  The Task Force will be 
taking on questions to answer 
in a regular feature in The 
Cricket to help readers navi-
gate the details supporting its 
work.  

MBTA Zoning Question of the Week  
Why is the MBTA Task Force 
Looking at Certain Areas of 

Town and Not Others?

90 YEARS AGO – 1934
The local American Legion 
Band is scheduled to play 
over station WHDH next 
Monday evening from 7:30 
to 8 o’clock, their second 
appearance for the Sons of 
Union Veterans broadcast.  
The band will leave the 
square by special bus at 5:30 
p.m. 
Manchester’s police force is 
being distinguished by the 
pistol marksmanship of Of-
ficer Daniel MacEachern.  In 
a recent shooting match he 
was second highest in his 
class, a class which consists 
of about 200 policemen.  
For his achievement he was 
awarded a bronze medal.

75 YEARS AGO – 1949
The Board of Health received 
bids for the collection of gar-
bage.  Bids submitted were 
as follows:  Joseph T. Mello of 
Peabody, $4300., Augustus 
G. Means of Essex, $4300., 
Martin J. Lawler of Beverly 
Farms, $5000.

The Girl Scout Committee 
held their regular monthly 
meeting, Monday evening 
at the home of Mrs. Fred 
Lear, Lincoln Street.  Tenta-
tive plans for coming events 
were discussed.  The host-
ess served delicious refresh-
ments.

60 YEARS AGO – 1964
An audience of 500 enthu-

siastic fans attended the Rex 
Trailer show sponsored by 
the Manchester Lions Club 
Sunday afternoon in the Me-
morial School.  The popular 
TV star arrived at 4 p.m. by 
helicopter landing on the 
school grounds.

The Sixth Race of the Win-
ter Series of the Manchester 
Frostbite Association was 
held March 8, 1964.  The 
wind was light and finally 
settled in the NE after con-
siderable shifting from the 
SW with occasional calms.  
The tour races were sailed in 
the outer bay under cloudy 
skies and temperature about 
40.

45 YEARS AGO – 1979
At 2:43 a.m. last Sunday po-
lice received 10 calls from 
area residents regarding a 
motor vehicle fire on Route 
128NB on the Manchester-
Wenham line.  When officers 
arrived, they found a 1970 
Olds Cutlass owned by Mark 
Power of Magnolia Ave., en-
gulfed in flames.  The Fire 
Department was called to 
extinguish the blaze, which 
was of unknown origin.

The Manchester Jr.-Sr. 
High School Band has an-
nounced that it will be sell-
ing fresh Valencia oranges 
and Pink Indian River grape-
fruit, shipped directly from 
Langdon Barber Groves in 
Florida.  Band members are 

raising funds for next year’s 
rip for performances in the 
Washington D.C. area.

30 YEARS AGO – 1994
We are wishing the DECA 
Team the very best in 
the state competition 
in Falmouth this week-
end and hoping by now  
everyone has locked Sat-
urday night, March 26th in 
their social calendar to at-
tend DECA’s

Annual fashion extrava-
ganza. On February 15, 
Troop 189 went to visit Mr. 
Paul Clark after school.  The 
troop, which was earning 
their computer badge ex-
plored many different kinds 
of software and learned 
about different CD Rom pro-
grams. Thank you, Mr. Clark.

15 YEARS AGO – 2009
Manchester Memorial School 
celebrated Read Across 
America Day and Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday with thousands of 
other schools across the na-
tion this week, and everyone 
got into the Seuss spirit.

Memorial School’s second 
annual Sketch Up contest 
will be on Saturday, March 
14, 2009.  Over 50 Memorial 
students in fourth, fifth, and 
sixth grade have accepted 
the challenge of designing 
both the inside and the out-
side of a one level, beach va-
cation home.

New Homes

Major Renovations

Property Development 

View our portfolio at www.chbuilds.com

1860s Victorian Renovation

$45
ADULTS

$40
SENIORS 

(65+)

$20
STUDENTS 

OF ANY AGE

$5
YOUTH 

(12 AND UNDER)

 TICKETS AND INFO: 978-281-0543 OR CAPEANNSYMPHONY.ORG

CAPE ANN

MANCHESTER-ESSEX RHS

LIVE CONCERT

SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 2PM

KNOWN  
GREATS

(AND  
UNKNOWN) 

On Saturday the MBTA Zoning Task Force, along with the Planning Board, held a joint forum to 
explain current zoning rules in different sections of town.  The forum touched on proposed MBTA 
zoning regulations and offered a question-and-answer period.  Here Chris Olney, Planning Board 
member and chair of the MBTA Zoning Task Force along with Planning Board member Susan Philbrick 
point out the various zones in town and the rules that apply to them.  Photo Paul Clark
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Democratic Party 
Caucus to Add Three 
Delegates, Three 
Alternates

On Saturday, March 9 at 9 
a.m., Democrats in Essex, 
MA will be caucusing to elect 
three delegates and three al-
ternates to the Massachusetts 
Democratic Convention on 
June 1, 2024 in Worcester, 

MA.  This nominating con-
vention will endorse candi-
dates for statewide office and 
prepare for the fall election.

Registered and pre-reg-
istered Democrats in Essex 
are invited to join the virtual 
caucus and run for delegate 
or alternate to the state con-
vention.  This is a great way 
to get involved and connect 
with Democrats across the 

town and state.
Please register in advance 

for the caucus: https://
us06web.zoom.us/meet-
ing/register/tZMvce2qqT-
koHNW4spyeHltGKypvn-
SjWtHJs

Please contact me with 
questions at essexmademo-
crats@gmail.com. 

I look forward to seeing 
you on Saturday, March 9 at 
9 a.m.

Carla Christensen
Essex, MA

Manchester-Essex 
Softball Association 
Community Thank You

Manchester-Essex Softball As-
sociation (“MESA”), a 501(c)
(3) organization, was created 
in 2023 to focus on creating 
the best atmosphere for our 
K-8th grade softball play-
ers.  Due to low participation 
over the past few years, the 
MERHS Varsity players had 
to co-op with Hamilton Wen-
ham and play out of town.  
This led to deterioration of 
the conditions at Sweeney 
Park Softball Field.

MESA’s goal was to fund-
raise, and over a three-year 
period, bring the field up to 
date.  In our first year, MESA 
was thrilled with the amount 
of donations received.  Be-
cause of these generous do-

nations, MESA was able to 
purchase a scoreboard and 
audio system, upgrade the 
playing surface, add an out-
field fence, as well as upgrade 
the existing dugouts and bat-
ting cage.  MESA was also able 
to purchase some field equip-
ment.  The Sweeney Park up-
grades brought the facility up 
to date.  MESA was happy our 
organization’s athletes were 
able to benefit from these 
upgrades and build the entire 
program.  The timing could 
not have been better because 
MERHS was able to field its 
own Varsity team and finally 
play at a home field.

MESA thanks all the orga-
nizations and individuals that 
made all this possible.  MESA 
sends a heartfelt thank you to 
The Hooper Fund, Cape Ann 
Savings Bank, Harbor Point 
Condominium Association, 
Kelly Automotive Group, 
SMSquared Property Ser-
vices, M/E Boosters, The M/E 
Rotary Club, Crocker’s Boat 
Yard, Standley’s Garage, Pal-
lazola Brothers Landscaping, 
and the numerous private do-
nors.  MESA also thanks the 
Manchester Park and Recre-
ation Department, Manches-
ter DPW, MERHS Athletic De-
partment, Manchester Essex 
Little League, and The Man-
chester Cricket.

MESA is committed to 
make the necessary upgrades 

and maintain the entire facil-
ity for all of these dedicated 
and deserving athletes for 
years to come. 

Paul Steriti, President 
Manchester Essex Softball 
Association 

Stop Manchester’s 
Minority Rule Over the 
Majority

The Power of Human Nature 
is a formidable force.  A moth-
er’s protective instinct for 
her children and the “hero” 
rescuing people from burn-
ing buildings are examples of 
how our innate human spirit 
can rise to right a wrong or 
protect the innocent.  While 
we celebrate these Higher 
Angels, we are less proud of 
the Fallen Angels that also di-
rect Human Nature. 

“Absolute Power Corrupts 
Absolutely” is a well know 
axiom that acknowledges one 
of our Darker Angels.

Although we deny this 
Human Nature exists in our-
selves, its siren song cannot 
be ignored.  I have run team 
building workshops where 
we played a “game” in which 
I surreptitiously favored one 
group over another and gave 
them the power to make the 
rules for the rest of the game. 
Invariably (i.e., 100% of the 
time), the group with power 

abused those without, and 
the game ended with lessons 
hard-earned.

At our last town meeting, 
a motion was put forth to re-
quire future zoning changes 
be placed on the ballot.

This article was put forth 
because 1) Town meetings 
routinely have less than 10% 
of the voters in attendance 
and 2) Permanent and far-
reaching Zoning changes 
were frequently being put 
forth with no opportunity 
for the other 90% of the vot-
ers to be heard.  The motion 
was not passed because a 
small minority of voters at 
the Town meeting absolutely 
did not want to share their 
power. 

There is a petition circu-
lating to put this same mo-
tion on the ballot at the next 
Town election. This will give 
the 90% a chance to make 
their voices heard on life-
altering zoning decisions 
such as the MBTA zoning, 
cluster housing, and acces-
sory dwelling units.  I urge 
you to sign the petition to re-
store our democracy and give 
power back to the governed.  
To get a copy of the petition, 
please send a request to Bal-
lot01944@gmail.com.

Jonathan Keefe
Mancheste

The Cricket publishes every letter it receives.  Letters should 
be original, no more than 400-600 words and written in a 
general spirit of discourse, signed and include an email/phone 
and a valid address in case we have questions.  We may edit 
letters for clarity and accuracy.  We do not accept multiple let-
ters on a single issue by the same author.  Longer pieces (up to 
1,000 words) may be submitted for consideration as an Op-Ed 
Commentary.  Please send submissions to letters@crick-
etpress.com.

Mindfulness Medita-
tion- Moving Back to the 
Library
Every Tuesday from 11 a.m. 
- 12 noon  in the teen loft 
with Alida Bryant.  Beginners 
and experienced meditators 
are welcome.  There will be 
guided meditation, some si-
lence, and discussion.  Please 
register if this is your first 
time coming to this program.  

We need either an email or 
a phone number in case we 
need to cancel or change ven-
ues.

MBTS Cultural Council 
Presents: D. McCullough 
III, CEO of American Ex-
change Project
Thursday, March 21 from 
5:30-6:30 p.m.  For our 3rd 
session we will be hosting 

David McCullough, CEO of 
the American Exchange Proj-
ect.  Toxic polarization has 
moved into our daily lives, 
corroding our faith in one 
another and our democracy, 
shaping choices we make, 
the people we associate with, 
and the places we call home.  
As a consequence, our kids 
are growing up isolated in 
bubbles that burden their 
mental health and limit their 
development as young adults 
and young citizens.  Welcom-
ing the stranger, hometown 
pride, a deep love of our chil-
dren, and a reverence for the 

character-building journey-
these are deeply American 
ideals.  AEP harnesses them, 
along with the energy and 
curiosity of young people, to 
create a solution:  a free do-
mestic youth exchange pro-
gram.

Haunted Happenings with 
DePaoli (Virtual)
Thursday, March 21 from 
6:30-7:30 p.m.  The Dark 
Woods is a haunted Hallow-
een event located at Trom-
bly Gardens in Milford, NH.  
Guests take a self-guided 
(walking) tour through dim-

ly-lit woodlands while be-
ing met by an unusual cast 
of creeps and misfits.  The 
event celebrates the spirit of 
Halloween and is perfect for 
families, couples, and people 
of all ages.  Join owner Chad 
Zingales and Jeff DePaoli, 
host of “That Halloween Pod-
cast”, as they talk about the 
fantastic, haunted experi-
ence in our backyard.

Friday Movie at MBTS 
Library
Friday, March 22 from 6-8 
p.m.  The movie this month 
has a MPAA Rating:  PG-13; 
for strong violent content 
and disturbing material.

Poetry Entries
Do you love poetry and writ-
ing?  Enter the Manchester 
Public Library Poetry Con-
test.  Entry deadline Fri-
day, March 22.   Anyone 
ages 8-180 may submit their 
poetry.  Entrance forms 
and contest rules can be  
found at the library or online.  
Selected poets will read their 
winning poems at a special 
poetry reading and recep-
tion on April 10th from 5:30-7 
p.m.  

Cookbook Club
Tuesday, March 19 from 5:30-
6:30 p.m.  March’s cookbook 
pick is “Brilliant Bites:  75 
Amazing Small Bites for Any 
Occasion” by Maegan Brown.

Art Across Asia:  The God-
dess:  Images of Power 
(Virtual)
Sunday, March 10 from 2:30-
4 p.m.  During Women’s His-
tory Month explore various 
cultural and religious mani-
festations of female deities.

Digital Advice Appoint-
ments and Drop-ins
Register for a dedication ses-
sion on Mondays, or drop in 
most Fridays between 3-4 
p.m.  Increase your comfort 
level with technology or try 
out a digital service you have 
always wanted to try.

Shut Up and Write (Vir-

tual)
Every Thursday from 10:30 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Join a com-
munity of writers and artists 
on Zoom who just want to 
write.  Come any time.  No 
need to share, no need to cri-
tique or be critiqued.

MPL Children’s Events:

Make Way for Peeps
Entry forms and Dioramas 
due by March 15.  We invite 
you to create a diorama us-
ing Peeps as the main char-
acters of your favorite book 
or movie.  Bags of Peeps 
are available at the library,  
while supplies last, or sup-
ply your own.  Dioramas 
and entry forms need to be 
submitted between March 
8 and March 15.  The public 
is invited to view the entries 
through March 22 and cast 
their vote for the Peeple’s 
Choice Award.  Join us on 
March 23 at 11 a.m.  for a 
Peeps Party where we will 
announce all winners.

New Free Resource
PebbleGo is a curricular con-
tent hub specifically designed 
for K-2 students.  Packed with 
informational articles, ready-
made activities, and literacy 
supports for students for all 
abilities, it boosts engage-
ment and fosters indepen-
dent learning in core subject 
areas.

Winter and Spring Story-
times
Wednesdays from 10:30-11:15 
a.m.   Join Miss Audrey for 
Storytime for children ages 
0-5 with their caregivers.  We 
will share books, songs, and 
games.  This program runs 
through April 24th.

Teen Advisory Board (TAB)
Second Tuesday of the 
month from 5:30-6:30 
p.m.  Want to earn commu-
nity service hours while you  
design amusing activities for 
your friends and neighbors? 
Register on the library events 
calendar.

Forget Ghostbusters.  Kids at the library’s Graphic Novel Club whipped up their own baking soda “ectoplasm” at their February meeting, 
where they discussed Remy Lai’s “Ghost Book.”  The group’s pick for March is “Four Eyes” by Rex Ogle.  Courtesy Photo

www.manchestervet.com

Comprehensive Veterinary 
Medical, Surgical and Dental Care

Larry A. Lamb,DVM
Office: 

978-526-9500
Urgent Care: 
978-500-6208

66 Summer Street
Manchester-By-The-Sea

MA 01944

Sales service rentals

we fix all makes

Come visit our new location 
@ 21C Lexington Ave, Magnolia

(978) 712-8012

Grand opening Feb 2
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Regular Affordable Cleanings
Window Washing

(978) 526-4741
Cleaning 

Local Homes 
for 30 Years!
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As part of the Manchester Museum’s 2024 Speaker Series, Gary 
Gilbert presented Mushrooms of the 1661 Cemetery: From Death, to 
Life.  This inaugural talk was held at the First Parish Community 
Hall on Thursday.  A standing-room-only crowd was captivated by 
the history of the 1661 cemetery and local mushrooming.  Gilbert is 
a well-known mycologist.  Look to the Cricket for information on the 
next three presentations that are scheduled for March 28th, April 
25th and June 27th.  Photo Paul Clark

YUM! On Tuesday, voters at Manchester’s Primary polls got a 
treat for performing their civic duty—free Gouda grilled cheeses! 
Here are Therese Melden and Judy Klein of LeadingLadiesVote.
org, a nonpartisan civic organization. (Photo: Erika Brown)
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CHURCHILL PROPERTIES
266 Cabot St, Unit 7, Beverly  |  169 Bay Rd, Hamilton |  49 Union St, Manchester  

230 North St, Unit 2, Danvers  |  127 Eastern Ave, Gloucester  |  1 Merrimac St, Suite 6, Newburyport 

Call 833-MOVING-9  |  Visit www.ChurchillProp.com

Want to Know the Value of YOUR Home?
Finding out has never been easier! 

Go to ChurchillProp.com and use the  
Churchill Instant Price Valuation Tool. 

This tool will instantly give you the value range and 
estimated value of your home.

Try it today!

When you entrust your listing with  Churchill Luxury 
Properties, we impart our expertise and leverage  luxury 

marketing venues to maximize the return on your investment and 
equity. Find out about our luxury  custom-designed, multi-media 

program  that provides exposure on an international, national, 
regional and local level by calling us at 1-833-MOVING-9.

Essex
LOTS OF SPACE!! This spacious 2400+ sqft 
Townhouse feels and lives like a single family 
home. Just one of two units, newly converted. 
$685,000 | Karen Bernier | 978-807-5580

Ipswich
Stunning house with breathtaking views of 
Ipswich River from the inviting 3-season porch. 
Beautifully restored and impeccably maintained 
$1,149,000 | Andrea Lacroix| 508-561-1161

Gloucester
“PRUDENCE HILL”- A rare opportunity to 
own one of Gloucester’s historic “Back Shore” 
properties. 
$3,495,000 | Karen Bernier | 978-807-5580

Boston
Welcome home to this lovely two bedroom,  
two bath condo situated on one of the South 
End’s tree-lined cul-de-sacs.
$1,195,000 | Theresa DiPiro | 617-275-6624

Wenham
Peaceful views abutting open space w/ a single 
level ranch facing Larch Row & a multi-level 
home attached behind the 2 car garage. 
$998,000 | Tracey Hutchinson|  978-473-9720

Newburyport
This downtown gem in the heart of picturesque 
Newburyport has a short walk to boutiques, 
dining and all the vibrant waterfront has to offer.
$725,000| Dana Sands | 978-500-1023

Hamilton
Enjoy FIRST FLOOR living in this beautiful 
townhouse in South Hamilton- close to 
downtown & conveniences.
$975,900 | Moira Riccio | 617-571-9102

Haverhill
Huge legal DELEADED and stabilized 5 unit 
multi-family with terrific ROI (approximately 
$13,000 monthly rent)! Many improvements.
$1,499,000 | Tracey Hutchinson | 978-473-9720

Manchester
“HARBORHEAD” has stunning town and 
water views. Fabulous New Construction is 
modern but Classic Colonial design. 
$11,000,000 | Karen Bernier | 978-807-5580

Newbury
This stunning NEW construction home offers 
abundant space for comfortable living. Open 
concept foyer, kitchen, dining and living room.  
$1,850,000 | Leshia Crestin | 617-543-3104

Beverly
This stunning townhouse in Beverly Farms is just 
what you have been looking for. With the com-
muter rail to Boston, just steps from your door.  
$1,195,000 | Robin Martyn | 978-815-4497

Rockport
The house was extensively renovated by the 
current owners. Full of light and charming open 
spaces, this home lends itself to entertaining.
$628,500 | Jane Meterparel | 781-237-3341

SOLD

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Shop Thoughts
It’s “Women First” in Our Salon Series

By Hannah Harlow

The first recorded sa-
lons — i.e., social gath-
erings that doubled as 

educational gatherings and 
vice versa — date back to 
15th Century Italy and were 
hosted by noblewomen, who 
perhaps had some time on 
their hands. They became so 
fashionable that the women 
of France soon heard about 
them and ran with the idea. 
Since women didn’t have ac-
cess to formal education at 
the time, these events served 
as an acceptable way for them 
to learn about topics of inter-
est. They were also one of the 
few venues where women 
had the freedom to express 
themselves and be in charge. 

A focus on art and litera-
ture took hold of these salons 
in 19th Century Paris and 
carried into the 20th Cen-
tury, most famously hosted 
by American ex-patriot Ger-
trude Stein, whose guests 
included Ernest Hemingway, 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, and other 
luminaries of the era. Some of 
the most well-known salons 
in America took place dur-
ing the Harlem Renaissance, 
hosted by A’lelia Walker, Zora 
Neale Hurston, and Ruth Lo-
gan Roberts. 

Women’s History Month, 
then, seemed the perfect time 
for our team at the Book Shop 
of Beverly Farms to launch a 
literary salon series. For the 
first event, we’ve teamed up 
with the nonpartisan activist 
organization Leading Ladies 
to host author Susan Wilson 
this Sunday, March 10, at 2 
p.m., at Hastings House in 
Beverly Farms, for a discus-
sion about pioneering sur-
geon Dr. Susan Dimock and 
her impact on modern medi-
cine.

Wilson’s new biography 
of Dr. Dimock, Women and 
Children First, is the first to 
fully chronicle Dimock’s life 
and give her a rightful place 
in history.  Beginning with 

Dimock’s childhood in North 
Carolina during the Civil War, 
through her move to Mas-
sachusetts after a devastat-
ing fire destroyed the family 
home in Dimock’s teens, Wil-
son profiles a woman driven 
to provide for the public 
good. Beset by the same pan-
dering misogyny that led to 
the creation of salons in the 
first place, Dimock is forced 
to leave the country to access 
the medical training she cov-
eted, but returned to Boston 
ready to transform women’s 
and children’s medicine — 
there’s a reason the Dimock 
Health Center is on Dimock 
Street in Boston.  Her vision 
for both public betterment 
and the improvement of sur-
gical methodology is as inspir-
ing as her untimely death at 
age 28 is tragic.

Come see Susan Wilson, 
author of Women and Chil-
dren First: The Trailblazing 
Life of Susan Dimock, M.D. 
Sunday, March 10, 2 p.m. at 
the Hastings House, 14 Oak 
Street, Beverly Farms.  The 
event is free to attend; books 
will be for sale at the event. 
Registration is free and not 
required but is appreciated.  
Visit www.bookshopofbever-
lyfarms.com/events for more 
information. 

Hannah Harlow is owner 
of The Book Shop, an inde-
pendent bookstore in Beverly 
Farms.  Harlow writes biweekly 
recommendations for us.  See 
more of what she recommends 
reading at thecricket.com.
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Royals Knock ME Girls 
Basketball Out of Tourney

By Jason Brisbois

The third time wasn’t nec-
essarily the charm for the 
Hornets.

This one was the biggest 
matchup of the season between 
the Manchester Essex and 
Georgetown girls’ basketball 
teams: the winner of the March 
1 meeting between Cape Ann 
League foes in the MIAA Div. 4 
Tournament would move on to 
the Sweet 16, the loser would be 
calling it a season for 2023-24.

And while the Hornets were 
able to avenge a January loss 
to the Royals with a 40-38 road 
win in the rematch on Feb. 8, 
Georgetown returned the favor 
on Friday night, beating Man-
chester Essex in a 50-40 loss in 
the Round of 32 that ended the 
local team’s postseason run.

“It was a close game, back and 
forth throughout until the end,” 
explains Manchester Essex girls 
basketball coach Lauren Du-
Bois.  “Both teams played great 
defense in the first half and we 

both held each other scoreless 
for long stretches.  We were 
ahead by three going into the 
fourth quarter but struggled to 
get much going offensively in the 
final frame and Georgetown hit 
their stride at that time.”

Lily Oliver led the Hornets 
with 13 points, six rebounds and 
six assists, while Tess Carpenter 
scored 11 and Harper Brooks 
scored five points to go with 10 
rebounds.  Phileine de Widt, 
Mechi O’Neil (eight rebounds, 
four points), Isabelle Donnellan 
Valade and Ella Arnsten all fac-
tored into scoring and played 
well in a game against a familiar 
opponent.

“We had two close games with 
them earlier in the season so we 
knew we could play with them 
despite the rankings,” says Du-
Bois (Georgetown was ranked 
15th in Div.4; ME was 18th).  “We 
knew they are a very good team 
and we had to play our best bas-
ketball.  We were happy to get 
another shot at beating them 
and gave it our all.”

Giving it their all was more 
than enough for the Hornets in 
the Preliminary Round, with the 
team getting every player on the 
roster out onto the court during 
a 64-19 romp over Madison Park 
Tech on Feb. 28.

“It was a great team victory,” 
explains DuBois.  “All 15 players 
on our roster contributed. Our 
players did a great job executing 
the game plan from the start and 
creating offensive opportunities 
out of our defense.  We attacked 
the basket in transition and were 
hitting our shots from the perim-
eter.” Brooks (16 points) and Kac-
ey O’Connell (13 points) were the 
top scorers for Manchester Es-
sex, while Carpenter scored sev-
en and Oliver and Tori Moulton 
scored six apiece. O’Neal, de 
Widt, Donnellan Valade, Arn-
sten, Gabbi D’Andrea, Emerald 
Jakes and Penelope Riggs all got 
in on the scoring action as well.

“It was a total team effort,” 
says DuBois.  “Everyone had 
active hands-on defense and 
anticipated well to create steals 

and get transition opportunities.  
We moved the ball very well and 
worked it in to the post in the 
second half.”

Now that it’s over, it’s worth 
looking back and celebrating 
some of the key accomplish-
ments in a season to remember:  
the girls’ basketball team collect-
ed 16 wins in total this season, 
including a five-game win streak 
to close out the regular season 
that featured victories over New-
buryport and Danvers.

“We had many highlights and 
a few frustrating losses,” ex-
plains DuBois.  “Big wins over 
CAL large opponents Triton, 
North Reading and Newburyport 
were definitely highlights. Being 
able to beat Hamilton-Wenham 
and Ipswich twice is always a big 
accomplishment. We also did 
very well against non-league op-
ponents.” The Hornets lose four 
key players to graduation in June 
-- Mackay Brooks, D’Andrea, de 
Widt, and O’Neil.  While they 
will be missed, the good news 
is that the team will return a 
number of players who were in-
strumental in putting together 
a winning season including Ella 
Arntsen, Carpenter, Donnellan 
Valade, Brooks, Oliver, Jakes, 
Riggs, Moulton, Charlotte Don-
nellan Valade, Anna Gardner 
and Penelope Riggs.

“I am really happy with our 
season and proud of what we ac-
complished,” says DuBois.  “This 
team had a lot of fight and a lot 
of heart.  I will miss our seniors 
very much.  They are great play-
ers and great people, but I am 
excited for next season too.”

800-736-4929
ScottEnergyCo.com

ScottEnergy Community Bulletin Board

This ad space has been purchased by the ScottEnergy Company  
and is offered free of charge to local non-profits 501(c)(3) and  

public organizations. Call the Manchester Cricket at 978-526-7171  
to reserve this space for your group.

Supporting Our Community Since 1946

HORNETS NEST

Boys Basketball

The 2023-24 Boys Varsity Basketball Team post 
season has begun!  The Manchester Essex Boys’ 
basketball team had a fantastic regular season, 

going 19-1 on the season, winning the Cape Ann league, 
and going undefeated in the league for the second  
straight year.  

The team is the number 5 seed for the tournament.  
The team hosted Frontier Regional high school on Friday, 
March 1, 2024 in the round of 32 MIAA basketball tourna-
ment.  The team won the game 75-47.  Cade Furse led all 
scorers with 28 points in the game.  The team hosts num-
ber 12, Tyngsborough High School on Tuesday, March 5, 
2024 at 6 p.m.

Nine MERSD 
Programs Tapped 
for $27,000 
in Spaulding 
Education Funding

Nine grants totaling $27,000 to fund 
programs spanning art education, ro-
botics, library collections, and extra-

curricular enrichment, among others have 
been awarded to Manchester Essex Regional 
School District as part of the Spaulding Edu-
cation Fund’s (SEF) spring grant cycle. 

SEF, an independent, non-profit orga-
nization that supports local public school 
programs for more than 30 years, has re-
turned to its funding schedule after a four-
year break during COVID.  In 2019, SEF do-
nated $29,890 and the year before that the 
organization donated $39,234 in grants to 
MERSD.  SEF funds projects across all four 
schools and grade levels in the district, help-
ing students in Manchester and Essex access 
programs that can’t be funded through the 
tax-supported school budget.  

“Grants from Spaulding Education Fund 
make it possible for our teachers to dive 
even deeper into our academic curriculum 
with students,” said Pam Beaudoin, Super-
intendent of Manchester Essex Regional 
School District. “Innovative programs like 
these reflect our commitment to our dis-
trict-wide Vision of the Graduate.”

In a year where budgets are tight, these 
grants offer much-needed resources to 
teachers.  This latest grant round recipients 
include: 
• Funds to update the library collections at 

Essex Elementary School and Memorial 
Elementary School with new reference 
materials in areas that “age” quickly, such 
as computer systems, life sciences, and 
maps;

• Fan carts, tracks, and motion sensors to 
support STEM education in the middle 
school;

• Tickets to a Broadway play for students in 
high school band and chorus;

• Toolkits to help students at Essex Elemen-
tary School build math fact fluency;

• Tools and supplies to support the high 
school Robotics Team’s competition ro-
bot;

• Art supplies for elementary school stu-
dents to learn about monoprinting with 
gel printing plates;

• A visit to UN Headquarters in New York 
for the high school Model UN Club;

• Specialized graphing calculators for math 
and science students in grades 6-12; and

• “Brain bins” to engage students at Es-
sex Elementary School at the start of the 
school day.

 “These grants pump more than $27,000 
into our school district and benefit more 
than 1,000 students in all four MERSD 
schools,” said SEF Steering Committee 
Member Lindsay Banks, who spearheads 
the grant process. “We were pleased to see 
strong applications from teachers across 
many disciplines, from printmaking to per-
forming arts to STEM education.”

Claudette Yutkins, art teacher at Essex El-
ementary School and Manchester Memorial 
Elementary School, applied for a SEF grant 
to purchase gel monoprint plates. “With this 
grant, all elementary students in the district 
will have the opportunity to explore this 
kind of printmaking,” Yutkins said. “I am 
very excited to be able to introduce my stu-
dents to this innovative way of making art.”

One grant application was submitted by 
a student, Charlie Langendorf, a junior at 
MERHS and the founder of the high school’s 
Model UN Club.  “Model UN is a new club 
for our school, and a lot of people are in-
terested in finding out more about what the 
UN does,” Langendorf explained. “This trip 
to visit UN Headquarters in New York will 
show us how one of the most important 
decision-making bodies in the world works 
and let us explore current issues, so we can 
be contributing members of the global com-
munity.”

The Friends of the ME Performing Arts congratulate the Cast and Crew of MERHS's Drama Fest team.  They had a great performance yesterday during the 
https://metg.org/high-school-festival hosted by @sjptheaterarts.  For those of you who missed your chance to see “Death of a Dead Guy” last week, they will 
have one last encore performance at some point soon! Stay tuned.  Copy and Photo Courtesy of FMEPA/FB

“Their best player, 
they’ve been injured, so 
they haven’t had a full 
squad all year,” explains St. 
Laurent.  “They are better 
than their record indicates: 
They’ve got a very quick, 
very good point guard, a 
lanky, good 6-2/6-3 shooting 
guard.  They’ve always got 
five guys on the floor play-
ing really hard and they’re a 
strong defensive team.”

To win and move on to 
the Elite 8, the Hornets have 
got to continue do the things 
that got them to this point to 

begin with.
“We’ve got to play strong 

team defense and get out in 
transition,” says the coach.  
“It’s going to be a battle.”

It also wouldn’t hurt to 
continue to get next-level 
performances from their 
top players, something that 
happened in the win over 
Frontier Regional. Offensive 
stars Cade Furse scored 28 
points and big man Eddie 
Chareas recorded a double-
double with 10 points and 14 
rebounds.

“They did what they 
were supposed to do in 
a big game,” St. Laurent 
says of his stars.  “We need  
them to play like that if 
we’re going to have postsea-
son success.”

The team will also need 
to get key buckets from 
Preston Potter, Jake Zschau 
and John Chareas (four 
big threes in the Frontier 
game), and for defensive  
specialists Zach Hurd and 
Milo Zeltzer to continue to 
clamp down on the opposi-
tion’s top scorer.

“[Frontier Regional’s] 
best player had 10 points 
in the first quarter, and 
then they held him to three 
points the rest of the game,” 
explains St. Laurent.

...(Continued from page 1)
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Massachusetts Pottery History
Tuesday, March 19 at 7 p.m.  Join potter Rick Hamelin and 
discover the rich pottery legacy of the Commonwealth in 
this fast-paced and exciting presentation.  Create your very 
own (unfired) pinch pot.

Community Book Group
Monday, March 25 at 10 a.m.  Come by for a discussion of 
“Eunice” by Eileen McNamara.

Coffee Cupping
Saturday, March 9 from 10 a.m.- 12 p.m.  Join Rob Fitzgibbon 
and learn all about the world of coffee and enjoy samples.  
Space is limited so please register.

Regional Social Worker
Wednesdays, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. in the first -floor meeting room.  
Free, private, and confidential, learn about resources, gain 
strategies and skill to assist in stress reduction and manage-
ment.  No appointment necessary.

National Potato Chip Day
Thursday, March 14 at 3:30 p.m.  Grades 6-12, register for an 
afternoon of trivia, taste testing and themed activities.

Jackson the Reading Dog
Wednesdays in March from 5-6 p.m. for ages 5 and older.  
Reserve your spot.

Easter Crafternoon
Tuesday, March 25 at 3:30 p.m. for ages 5 and older.  Join us 
to make a watercolor surprise Easter Egg.  Please register, 
space is limited.

Story Hours Begin
Wednesdays at 9 a.m. for Wee Ones, ages 0-2 yrs.  20 min-
utes for songs, rhymes, stories and creative play. Please reg-
ister. 10 a.m. Preschool  ages 3-5 years.  30 minutes of songs, 
rhymes and stories read aloud and concludes with a themed 
craft. Please register.

CFCE Science Thursdays
Thursdays 9-10 a.m. for ages 2-6 years old.  Join Ms. Christine 
for some STEAM fun, you will listen to stories, then explore 
science, technology, engineering, art, and math.  Space is 
limited so please register.

Essex Senior Living | March 8
The Essex Council on Aging 
offers a variety of events and 
trips for seniors. For further 
information or to sign up for 
an event, please call the Essex 
COA Office at 978-768-7932 or 
visit the Senior Center at 17 
Pickering Street.

Monday Groove (Video), 
Mondays, 9:30 a.m.: Get 
your dancing shoes on and 
join this fun, energetic dance 
class! Video, no instructor. 
$5 donation suggested.

Creative Connections: 
Mondays, 10 a.m. - 12 noon: 
Bring your art projects or 
start a new one at our Open 
Art time! We have some sup-
plies and would love to see 
you!

Arts Group: Tuesdays, 1 - 3 
p.m.: Are you artsy? Do you 
love to paint, knit, crochet, 
or sew? Do you like creat-
ing different projects? Join 
us with your own project or 
help with making items for 
the Friends Boutique.

Balance in Motion, Tues-
days and Fridays, 10 a.m.: 
$5 Donation requested.

Fitness With Gil: Wednes-
days, 10 a.m.: Start your 
day than with Gil and focus 
on strength, stamina, and 
stretching... energize your-
self and leave feeling good! 
$5 Donation suggested.

Technology Assistance, 
Wednesdays 1-3 p.m.: Do 
you have questions about 
your computer, tablet, 
phone, or other technologi-
cal challenges? Drop in and 
see Curt or Bill for help.

Games with Gil at the Se-
nior Center: Wednesdays 
1 - 3 p.m.: ALL AGES WEL-
COME, come play BOARD 
games or Scrabble, Boggle, 
Cribbage, Backgammon, 
join us or bring a friend and 
come play ANYTIME!

Walking Club: Want to 
get some exercise but con-
cerned about winter road 
conditions? Enjoy the Gor-
don College Bennett Center 
indoor walking track for 
FREE! Mondays, Wednes-
days & Fridays, 9:30- 11:30 
a.m. Please register by call-
ing Hamilton-Wenham Rec-
reation 978-468-2178. Trans-
portation is available from 
CATA.

Grab and Go Meals, Mon-
days & Thursdays, 12 Noon 
(must be picked up by 
12:30 p.m.): Monday meals 
provided by Open Door, 
Thursday meals provided 
by Senior Care. Please regis-
ter two business days in ad-
vance – 978-768-7932.

Mobile Market at the Es-
sex Senior Center, Friday, 
March 15, 10:30-11:30 a.m., 
On the first and third Fridays 
of each month the COA hosts 
a Mobile Market for Essex 
seniors. These markets are 
open to Essex seniors, re-
gardless of income, and are 
sponsored by Acord Food 
Pantry and The Open Door. 
For more information or to 
register in advance, please 
contact Tess Leary at the Es-
sex COA.

Warning! Scam! Talk of 
the Town, Essex Police 
Detective Alexander Ed-
wards “SCAM AWARE-
NESS”, Thursday, March 
7, 1 p.m.: March is Scam 
Awareness Month and Det. 
Edwards will alert us to the 
various schemes and how to 
recognize and avoid them 
while protecting your finan-
cial and personal informa-
tion. Please call the Senior 
Center to register.

Village Pancake House, 
Monday, March 11, 9:30 
a.m.: We’re bringing back 
an old favorite! Grab a friend 
and meet others for break-
fast at the Village Pancake 

House in Rowley! Select and 
pay for breakfast at the res-
taurant. Drive on your own, 
with friends, or let us know 
if you want to reserve a spot 
on the CATA van. Advance 
registration is required.

??Mystery Ride?? – Mon-
day, March 11: Join us 
for an adventure, a sce-
nic ride, and a stop for a 
sweet treat! Please arrive at 
Memorial Park at 12:15 p.m. 
The van leaves at 12:30 p.m. 
Transportation provided by 
CATA -- $4 round trip (pay 
CATA). Advance registration 
required so please call 978-
768-7932 to register.

Men’s Coffee and Donuts: 
Wednesday, March 13, 
9:30 a.m.

Pi Day, March 14, 1 p.m.: 
Come celebrate all things Pi 
(3.14). We’ll have some tasty 
pie and special pi activities. 
Bring a friend! RSVP 978-768-
7932.

Ladies Brunch, Tuesday, 
March 19, 11 a.m.: Come 
and enjoy socializing and 
some tasty treats. Please 
RSVP five days before. Spon-
sored by FECOA.

Cape Ann Cinema and 
Pizza! – Thursday, March 
21: Movie: “A League of 
Their Own”. A fictionalized 
account of the real-life All 
American Girls Professional 
Baseball League with an all-
star cast! Come celebrate a 
hometown hero and the start 
of Baseball season! Movie 
and pizza start at 11 a.m.; 
CATA departs Memorial Park 
at 10:30 a.m. $4 round trip 
fare (pay CATA). Advance 
registration is required.

Guest Chef: Friday, March 
22, 11 a.m.: Join us as Tess 
Leary, COA Director and 
amateur chocolatier, offers 
some Easter-themed treats 
for our monthly cooking 

demonstration! Samples and 
recipes will be available. Free 
to participants – advance 
registration is required.

Essex Eats! Vita Bella, 
Monday, March 25, 12 
Noon: Choice of Baked Had-
dock, Baked Scallops, Chick-
en Parmesan, Hamburger. 
$15 (pay at the restaurant). 
Please call 978-768-7932 to 
sign up.

Remember When…Es-
sex: Thursday, March 28, 1 
p.m.: Please join us to chat 
and share stories about the 
people and places of Essex. 
We are excited to continue 
this special program and 
can’t wait to hear more remi-
niscences! Diane Polley will 
lead the group.

Monthly Book Club - 
Tuesday, March 26, 1 
p.m.: “Horse” by Geraldine 
Brooks.

Through the generosity of 
the Friends, multiple copies 
of each title are available to 
borrow! New members are 
always welcome!

Bowling – Knock ‘em 
down, spin ‘em around! 
Wednesday, March 27, 11 
a.m.: Cape Ann Lanes: Shoe 
rental is $3.50 per person. 
Transportation available 
via CATA, $4 Roundtrip fare 
– departs Memorial Park 
at 10:45 a.m. Let us know 
you’re coming – and let’s go 
bowling! 

Jackson the Reading Dog

CAPE ANN
INSURANCE 
AGENCY
A division of Salem Five Insurance Services

978.283.7757  •  23 Dale Ave, Gloucester, MA

Home  •  Renters  •  Auto
Business  •  Life Insurance
Workers’ Compensation

Insurance products offered through Salem Five Insurance Services, LLC. Insurance products are not 
FDIC insured, not bank guaranteed, not a deposit and not insured by any federal government agency

After the ME performance of “Death of a Dead Guy” during Drama Fest competition at St. John’s Prep, Josh Cohen was given an All-Star 
Award in Acting, and Lilah Malone were given the All-Star Award for Hair Design.  Photo Courtesy of FMEPA/FB 

ESSEX POLICE NOTES 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25
2:44 p.m.  John Wise Ave., erratic operator, gone on arrival.
3:20 p.m.  Southern Ave., fire alarm, fire false.
9:46 p.m.  Lebaron Rd., male sick, transported to hospital.
10:58 p.m.  Martin St., directed patrol, secured/checked.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26
9:31 a.m.  Conomo Point Rd., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 12:17 p.m.  John Wise Ave., traffic hazard, notifica-
tion made. 3:35 p.m.  John Wise Ave., citizen assist, assisted 
as needed. 8:04 p.m.  Essex Reach Rd., utility request, noti-
fication made.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27
7:25 a.m.  Main St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
11:15 a.m.  John Wise Ave., directed patrol, secured/checked.
4:25 p.m.  Haskell Court, animal complaint, notifica-
tion made. 8:21 p.m.  Martin St., directed patrol, secured/
checked.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
7:01 a.m.  Horse Pond Rd., police investigation, other.
11:54 a.m.  Southern Ave., police investigation, other.
7:31 p.m.  Main St., motor vehicle complaint, gone on ar-
rival. 9:47 p.m.  Southern Ave., selective enforcement, no 
action taken.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29
12:48 a.m.  Centennial Grove Rd., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 1:36 a.m.  John Wise Ave., selective enforcement, 
no action taken. 3:34 a.m.  Main St., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 6:19 a.m.  Apple St., selective enforcement, no ac-
tion taken.

FRIDAY, MARCH 1
9:09 a.m.  Spring St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
1:28 p.m.  John Wise Ave., citizen assist, assisted as needed.
9:02 p.m.  Route 128NB, directed patrol, secured/checked.
9:34 p.m.  Western Ave., selective enforcement, no action 
taken.

SATURDAY, MARCH 2
9:47 a.m.  Story St., welfare check, no action taken. 10:34 
a.m.  Martin St., community policing, secured/checked. 1:41 
p.m.  Maring St., selective enforcement, assisted as needed. 
9:24 p.m.  Spring St., directed patrol, secured/checked.

Essex 
Locals  

March 8
115 Years Ago – 1909

The graduating class 
of Essex High School 
is small this year, 
numbering only four 
young ladies, one of 
whom expects to enter 
Wellesley in the fall.

90 Years Ago – 1934
A large number came 
out for the Annual 
Town Meeting last 
Monday evening, but 
if they were attracted 
by the promise of an 
exciting debate, they 
were grievously disap-
pointed for everything 
moved along smoothly 
and quietly and practi-
cally no friction devel-
oped throughout the 
meeting.

* * *

Act in haste, 
regret at 
leisure.   

 ~ Anonymous -
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interior design services

COLES COLOR  

and  D E S I G N

Jennifer Coles, principal 
colescoloranddesign.com
jen@colescoloranddesign.com

978.808.7481

SudokuPuzzlePuzzle
THEME: MARCH MADNESS

ACROSS
1. Window addition?
6. Huge software company
9. Spill the beans
13. Watcher
14. Acronym, abbr.
15. Words to live by
16. Ocean-dwelling ____ ray
17. Polynesian necklace
18. “Once upon a midnight dreary” 
bird
19. *Fill-in-the-blanks, March Mad-
ness style
21. *”One ____ Moment”
23. Like jalapeÒo
24. Give off
25. Bean counter?
28. *Dominate opponent, slangily
30. *____-elimination tournament
35. Bricklayers’ carrier
37. Wood sorrels
39. Jeweler’s unit
40. Alight, past tense
41. Swings around
43. Spice Girl
44. Bubonic plague carriers
46. Away from wind
47. D’Artagnan’s sword
48. *Elite Eight, or the ____ round of 
tournament
50. Bono’s bandmate, with The
52. Make a mistake
53. Landlord’s due
55. Small lump
57. *State Farm Stadium state
61. *Not pro
65. Chocolate substitute
66. Hot temper
68. Derived from oats
69. Cuckoo
70. Sir George Ivan Morrison’s stage 
name

71. Baby at a recital
72. Have supper
73. Young newt
74. Many affirmatives
DOWN
1. Brush alternative
2. Culture-growing turf
3. Long forearm bone
4. Satyr
5. City in Poland
6. *Delta Center location: ____ Lake 
City

7. Hole-in-one
8. Type of polyhedron
9. Raisin’s breakfast companion
10. Denim innovator
11. Port in Yemen
12. Toker’s pipe
15. Professional reviewer
20. Not pathos
22. Not hers
24. Shoulder rank display
25. Winnowing leftovers
26. Chicken in Mexico

27. Farewell in Paris
29. *School with most NCAA basket-
ball titles
31. Back of the neck
32. Search blindly
33. Lightsaber beam
34. Olden days anesthetic
36. *____ player
38. Garden starter
42. D.S., in sheet music
45. Dance club light
49. Female chicken

51. Speech at a funeral
54. Lacking guile
56. What speakers do
57. LSD, e.g.
58. Indian princess
59. Turkmenistan’s neighbor
60. *Type of defense
61. One tenth of a dime
62. Airline postings, acr.
63. Type of pool
64. What means justify
67. Churchill’s “so few”

Solutions on Page 9

Religious Notes 
Cornerstone Church

We gather for worship each Sunday 
at 10 a.m. and welcome you to join 
us for a time of studying the scrip-
tures and praising the Lord.  Other 
ministry updates and details can 
be found on our website, www.
CornerstoneNorthShore.org.  If you 
have any special needs or concerns, 
please let us know!  We’re here to 
serve!
Visitation Parish – Mass Sched-
ule

The Visitation Parish Mass Sched-
ule:

Sacred Heart Church – Saturday 
Vigil Mass – Virtual Mass – on our 
Youtube as well as www.mecatho-
lic.org

Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m.

St. John the Baptist Church – Sat-
urday Vigil Mass – 5 p.m.

Sunday Mass – 10 a.m.

Please go to our website:  www.
mecatholic.org for Sacramental In-
formation as well as Parish Registra-
tion if you are new to town or look-
ing to join a Catholic Church.  
The Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary Greek Orthodox Church 

8 Lafayette Road,

Ipswich Mass.

Church services, with Father Chris-
topher Kolentas, are held each Sun-
day.  

Sunday’s Divine Liturgy, with Fa-
ther Christopher, starts at 9:30 a.m. 
followed by a weekly sermon.  All 
are welcome to attend.

First Parish Church

First Parish Church Manchester-by-
theSea - join us for a moving mes-
sage, beautiful music and commu-
nity at the center of town, 10 a.m. 
Sundays 10 Central St and streamed 
on Facebook, FirstParishChurch-
ManchesterMa.

Worship Leader, Rev. Katherine 
Schofield with music led by Dr. 
Herman Weiss, and the First Parish 
Choir. Sunday school 10 a.m. led by 
Jeanne Westcott.

Monday Friends of the COA Senior 
Drop in 10 a.m. – 12 noon.

Lenten Study Group 5 p.m. via 
Zoom Five Spiritual Disciplines That 
Draw Us Closer to God

Wednesday Vespers 6:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary

Choir rehearsal 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study, Via Zoom 4 p.m.

For Zoom programs join in with 
computer, smart device or dial in 
on a phone - email office.fpchurch@
gmail.com or call 978-526-7661 for 
the link

Also available a weekly at-home de-
votional: “Wendell Berry and the 
Sabbath Poetry of Lent”
St. John’s Church

Worship:

Every Sunday we hold services at 8 
a.m. and 10 a.m. Child care is avail-
able during the 10 a.m. service. This 
Sunday we will have a guest speaker 
discussing Electric Transportation 
following the 10 a.m. service. 
Quaker Meeting

Quakers of the North Shore wor-
ship every Sunday from 10-11 a.m. at 
the Glen Urquhart School:  74 Hart 
Street, Beverly Farms, Mass.  It is 
an unprogrammed Quaker Meet-
ing.  There is no Pastor (or leader) 
save the spirit of God in and among 

us.  Our worship is primarily silent.  
When a worshiper is moved, it may 
include a brief, spoken ministry of-
fered in a ‘spirit of worship.’  Friends 
gather together quietly, awaiting the 
experience of God’s presence. 

People in our community hail from 
the traditional tribal lands of the 
Pawtucket and Massachusetts now 
called Manchester, Gloucester, 
Beverly, Ipswich, Rockport, Salem, 
Lynn and Marblehead.  Whether 
you have worshiped in other Quak-
er (Friends) Meetings or not, we 
welcome you to join us.  If you are 
new to Quakers, someone will be 
happy to talk with you and answer 
any questions you may have.  Send 
an email to: northshorequaker@
gmail.com.  First Day School, our 
Children’s Program, consists of for-
est walks near the Glen Urquhart 
School led by Jessica Kagle from the 
Kestrel Foundation.  Blessings To 
You 

Senior Highlights 
There’s a lot set to happen with 
the Council on Aging (COA) in 
the coming weeks.  Check them 
out here, and for on any of 
these great trips or to reserve 
your seat on the van, please 
call 978-526-7500.

Ninety-Nine Restaurant
On Friday, March 15th, the 
Manchester COA is offer-
ing a trip to the Ninety-Nine 
Restaurant.  Enjoy a wide 
variety of American fare at 

reasonable prices.  There 
is something for everyone.  
Corn Beef and cabbage 
should be on the menu for St.  
Patrick’s Day.  The van will 
start picking up seniors 
around 11 a.m.

Rose Art Museum and 
Lunch
The Manchester COA is 
pleased to offer a trip to the 
Rose Art Museum at Brandeis 
University on Friday March 

22nd.  The permanent collec-
tion at the Rose Art Museum 
is internationally recognized 
for its quality and compre-
hensiveness.  The collection 
numbers more than 8,000 
objects and is particularly 
strong in American art of 
the 1960’s and 1970’s.  After-
wards we’ll enjoy lunch at the 
Chateau Restaurant.

The COA van will begin to 
pick up at 10 a.m.  The Mu-
seum is free of charge and 

lunch is on your own. 

COA to Walmart
On Friday, March 29th, the 
Manchester COA van will be 
going to Walmart in Danvers.  
The van will start picking up 
seniors around 10 a.m. 

Chamber Music at Crowell 
Chapel
On Wednesday, April 3, the 
Arpeggione Ensemble will 
perform a chamber music 
concert at Crowell Cha-
pel.  The group’s program is 
called, “Rebels and Social-
ites: Women Ahead of Their 
Time,” a musical portrait of 

women who broke barriers, 
realized their unique artistic 
visions, and changed how 
we experience culture today.  
Music by Amy Beach, Flor-
ence Price, Rebecca Clarke, 
and others.  The event 
starts at 2 p.m. and is free of 
charge, but reservations are 
required, and transportation 
will be available.  Contact the 
COA office for more info or to 
reserve a seat.

Lunch at the Maple Street 
Bistro 
It’s off to the Maple Street 
Bistro for the COA van on 
Tuesday, April 9.  The estab-

lishment is the student-run 
restaurant at Essex Tech Vo-
cational School in Danvers. 
Attendees will enjoy an en-
trée, salad, roll, beverage, 
and dessert and the options 
for the entrée is Chicken Mar-
sala, Salmon Risotto, Spa-
ghetti Pomodoro (you can 
add chicken or fish) or a Ba-
con Cheeseburger.  (Oh my!). 
Cost is $16 per person, and 
the van will start picking up 
seniors around 10:15 a.m. for 
an 11 a.m. lunch reservation.  
Return is expected by 1:30 
p.m.  Reserve your seat by 
4/4, so be sure to contact the 
COA office.
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Town of Manchester-by-the-Sea
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Town Hall, 10 Central Street, 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA 01944-

1399

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Zoning Board of Appeals of 
the Town of Manchester-by-the-
Sea will hold a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at 7:00 
p.m. 
Location: This is a Hybrid meeting. 
ZBA Board will meet in Room 5, 
Town Hall. Applicants, Presenters, 
and Public are welcome to join the 
Board in Room 5. 
New Applications
Application of Timothy Collins, 96 
Old Essex Road for a Variance under 
Section 5.4 of the Zoning By-Law to 
allow for relief from the minimum 
frontage requirement for a new 
residential lot at 96 Old Essex Road, 
Assessor’s Map 58, Lot No. 8, in 
District B filed with Town Clerk on 
February 1, 2024.

Application of Manchester-by-the-
Sea Museum, 10 Union Street for a 
Special Permit under Section 12.5.2 
to restore the portico at the front 
entrance of the Historic building at 
10 Union Street, Assessor’s Map 51, 
Lot 60, in District G filed with Town 
Clerk on February 14, 2024.
Application of Charles William 
Eppes, III and Caitlin Connolly Eppes 
for a Special Permit under Sections 
12.5.2 and 7.2 and a Variance under 
Section 5.4 to reconfigure the floor 
area for accessibility and address 
topographic challenges, at 26 
Proctor Street, Assessor’s Map 16. 
Lots 19 & 24, in District E filed with 
Town Clerk on February 20, 2024. 

 
Sarah Mellish, Chair, Zoning Board 

of Appeals

Posted to MNPA website:  
http://masspublicnotices.org.
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LEGAL NOTICE

PROOF #1

When are we ready 
for help?

By Joanne MacInnis RN 
CDP, President, Aberdeen 

Home Care, Inc.

Aging-related changes 
are often slow and 
subtle unless an un-

derlying medical issue exists.  
We aren’t the same as we 
were at 40 or 60…most of us 
aren’t jumping on the black 
diamond trails anymore 
because things (like knees) 
change with age.  The brain 
is no different. 

Cognitive changes can 
have a variety of causes, and 
like all other medical condi-
tions, there are preferred 
treatment methods, as well 
as things to do and avoid.  
These medical conditions 
impact our thought process-
es, abilities, and responses 
and can manifest at any stage 
of life due to many factors.  

Understanding that diseas-
es affecting cognitive func-
tion, such as discernment, 
judgment, safety, risk aware-
ness, and decision-making, 
often worsen gradually over 
time is crucial when evalu-
ating someone in your close 
circle who may be affected 
by this. 

This insidious and horrific 
group of diseases requires 
our loved ones to rely on 
help and support to stay 
safe and well.  Witnessing 
the changes associated with 
dementia of any kind while 
personally contributing to 
our loved one’s care is a 
double whammy of loss…not 
a little lower-case loss; it’s 
UPPERCASE LOSS and is the 
incredibly difficult emotional 
toll we bear as caregivers.

If you’ve experienced 
similar situations, you 
know it’s a “family affair.”
As we try to manage “in-
house” with our well-mean-
ing team, we simultaneously 
deal with the following: 

“How do I support Mom 
when she insists that she 
lives elsewhere? I can’t be-
lieve this is happening. It 
is breaking my heart…”  
The wagons circle, helpers 
emerge for a time, and we 
think: how will we do this?  
Once you have a system that 
seems to work and the play-
ers are all in place…BAM…
there’s a change in condi-
tion, and new symptoms 
appear.  Just like that, our 
plan is outdated, leaving us 
feeling like our toolbox isn’t 
sufficient.

Changes can occur gradu-
ally or be sudden and ex-
treme, making it incredibly 
difficult to plan for the future 
because we can’t predict 
what will happen.  Changes 
often have a pattern.  For ex-
ample, after a fall or illness, 
there might be a change in 
how someone functions.  Oc-
casionally, there is a “recov-
ery” phase, and some people 
can return to their “normal,” 
but some do not and move 
into a new, usually more im-
paired phase. 

“Mom never wandered. 
She would never leave the 
house at night. It’s not in 
her nature.” Yet…
While that may be true, we 
must remember that we’re 
not dealing with the same 
Mom as before.  Thoughts 
start racing: was that a car 
horn I heard? Is someone 
outside? Could it be one of 
my grandchildren in trou-
ble? I should go out and see 
what’s going on.  The urge to 
investigate can feel easy and 
innocent, and yet it’s also 
dangerous.

If nothing disastrous has 
happened yet, wonderful! 
Let’s keep it that way.  How-
ever, maybe things aren’t 
going well, and you feel frus-
trated, angry, exhausted, 
and frequently worried.  If 

you think your toolbox isn’t 
sufficient or that you could 
use more strategies and 
structure but aren’t sure how 
to create and maintain them, 
lean on trusted resources.  
Thousands of publications 
are available from medical 
experts, professional care-
givers, and families who 
have navigated this maze.

Those who have dementia 
of any kind will benefit from 
specific schedules and pat-
terns to help them function 
and be as safe as they can.  
Educating yourself about the 
issue you’re facing, under-
standing its progression, re-
viewing medication choices, 
and learning about behav-
ioral management will serve 
you well. 

I’m a fan of being proac-
tive vs. reactive.
If sentinel events like leav-
ing the stove on or the door 
wide open have occurred, 
or even worse, something 
more personal like leaving 
the house at night, you may 
need input and a plan.  NOW.  
When “this could be danger-
ous” is part of your conver-
sation, or even still, in your 
own thoughts, it’s time. 

Approximately 80% of the 
families we help in caring 
for a loved one with cogni-
tive issues are requesting 
care after an “event” has 
taken place.  Once care is 
in place, we almost always 
hear, “Why didn’t we start 
earlier?”  Many of us in the 
helping professions, par-
ticularly around end-of-life 
and dementia care, come to 
this work from personal ex-
perience.  Sadly, we’ve been 
where you are and are well 
acquainted with the pain 
that comes with it. 

The Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation has abundant re-
sources not just limited to 
Alzheimer’s type Dementia 

(www.alz.org); some lo-
cal chapters have support 
groups for caregivers that 
can be invaluable.  Your 

local Council on Aging or 
Senior Center is also a great 
resource. 

There are various strate-
gies to navigate this unpre-
dictable group of diseases: 
learn more, connect with 
others in the same boat, and 
access real-time help.  Don’t 
do this alone.  You don’t 
have to. 

Joanne MacInnis, RN, is the 
founder and president of 
Aberdeen Home Care, Inc., 
in Danvers, a concierge pri-
vate duty home care agency 
in business since 2001. With 
35 years of nursing practice, 
management and adminis-
tration experience focused 
on home care and hospice, 
Joanne and her team special-
ize in advising and supporting 
families addressing the elders 
in their lives retain dignity 
and quality of life.
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court 
Essex Division 

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

Docket No. ES21P2909EA

Estate of Coreen W. Scharfe

Also Known As:  Coreen 
Scharfe, Coreen E. Wallace, 
Coreen Wallace Scharfe

Date of Death:  December 27, 
2023

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate, by Petition 
of Petitioner Stephen J. Prinn of 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA.

A Will has been admitted to 
informal probate.

Stephen J. Prinn of Manchester-
by-the-Sea, MA has been infor-
mally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered 
under informal procedure by the 
Personal Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision by the 
Court. Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal 
Representative and can petition 
the Court in any matter relating to 
the estate, including distribution 
of assets and expenses of admin-
istration. Interested parties are 
entitled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating or 
restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under 
informal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner.

Posted to MNPA website:  
http://masspublicnotices.org.
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Don’t Leave Me Alone
PET OF THE WEEK

Hi! Aloni here, I am a 
1-year-old doggo from 
Puerto Rico.  I enjoy 

running around the yard and 

playing fetch with the hu-
mans here at the shelter.  Toys 
are my main focus; I love all 
kinds of them.  I really enjoy 
going on walks on trails in 
the woods and getting all the 
sniffs in.  I do enjoy treats as 
well so learning new tricks 
will be fun for the both of us.  
I am ready to be your new ad-
venture buddy!  I am current-
ly available by appointment 
only; you can apply online for 
me today and can come meet 
me once you’re approved.

You can find the application 
at https://capeannanimalaid.
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COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

Docket Number: 24 SM 000825

ORDER OF NOTICE

To:  Ian O. Harrison; Lauren 
Harrison

and to all persons entitled to the 
benefit of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 
§3901 (et seq):

Freedom Mortgage Corporation

claiming to have an interest in 
a Mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Manchester, numbered 6 
Friend Street, given by to Ian O. 
Harrison and Lauren Harrison to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for 
Freedom Mortgage Corporation 
dba Jefferson Home Mortgage 
and Loan, dated May 16, 2012, 
and recorded in Essex County 
(Southern District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 31348, Page 366, 
and now held by plaintiff by 
assignment, has/have filed with 
this court a complaint for determi-

nation of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have 
been, in the active military service 
of the United States of America, 
then you may be entitled to the 
benefits of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act.  If you object to 
a foreclosure of the above-men-
tioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and answer 
in this court at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before April 8, 2024, or you may 
lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, 
Chief Justice of this Court on 
February 26, 2024.

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson 
Recorder 
23-015194

Posted to MNPA website: 
http://masspublicnotices.org.
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Town of Manchester-by-Sea 
Office of the

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Town Hall, 10 Central Street, 

Manchester-by-Sea, MA 01944-1399 

Public Hearing Notice to be 
Published on or before 3/8/24

Town of Manchester requests 
the Commission make a deci-
sion regarding a Notice of Intent 
for construction of two labora-
tory facilities, associated parking 
garages, driveway and landscaping 
within the 200-ft Riverfront Area 
to Sawmill Brook and the 100-
ft Buffer Zone at 8 & 0 Atwater 
Avenue (maps 38; 37, lots 0-13; 
0-8).

This request will be discussed at 
a VIRTUAL meeting Tuesday, March 
19 at 6:30 p.m. and will be reviewed 
under the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act (MGL Chapter 131, 
Section 40) and/or the Manchester 
General Wetlands Bylaw.

MNPA website:  http://masspub-
licnotices.org/
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Proof #1

Town of Manchester-by-Sea 
Office of the

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Town Hall, 10 Central Street, 

Manchester-by-Sea, MA 01944-1399 

Public Hearing Notice to be 
Published on or before 3/8/24

Town of Manchester requests 
the Commission make a deci-
sion regarding a Request for 
Determination of Applicability for 
construction of four park benches 
within the 100-ft Coastal Bank at 
Reed Park, Beach Street (maps 10, 
lots 0-36).

This request will be discussed at 
a VIRTUAL meeting Tuesday, March 
19 at 6:30 p.m. and will be reviewed 
under the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act (MGL Chapter 131, 
Section 40) and/or the Manchester 
General Wetlands Bylaw.

MNPA website:  http://masspub-
licnotices.org/
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Proof #1

Town of Manchester-by-Sea 
Office of the

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Town Hall, 10 Central Street, 

Manchester-by-Sea, MA 01944-1399 

Public Hearing Notice to be 
Published on or before 3/8/24

Town of Manchester requests 
the Commission make a decision 
regarding a Notice of Intent for 
construction of a building addition 
and associated landscaping within 
the 100-foot, 50-foot No Build 
Zone, and 30-foot No Disturb Zone 
Buffers and Inland Bank at 68 Pine 
Street (map 30, lot 66).

This request will be discussed at 
a VIRTUAL meeting Tuesday, March 
19 at 6:30 p.m. and will be reviewed 
under the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act (MGL Chapter 131, 
Section 40) and/or the Manchester 
General Wetlands Bylaw.

MNPA website:  http://masspub-
licnotices.org/
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COLDWELL BANKER 
MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA 

40 BEACH STREET, MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944
TELEPHONE  978-526-7572 COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM 

34 High St U C
Rockport | $399,000
This charming and affordable stand alone year-
round cottage on condo’d land is picture perfect 
in every way.  Complete with in unit washer and 
dryer, exclusive use outdoor storage shed as well as 
private basement and fenced in patio, this Rockport 
gem allows for ample storage. The hardwood floors 
add warmth and character. 

Paula Murphy | Realtor 
978-559-1465

4 Lane  Road
Annisquam | $3,475,000
Iconic Annisquam waterfront property located at 
the head of Lobster Cove. Proudly sited on over 
an acre of land with rolling lawns, bountiful seaside 
gardens and private tidal float and dock. The 
property enjoys stunning views of the mesmerizing 
changing tides in Lobster Cove. The property 
consists of a 9 room, 3 bedroom, 3.5 main house 
and handsome barn conversion guest house with 
great room, kitchen, bathroom and bedroom. Both 
structures offer stone terraces and stellar water 
views from every window.

Lynda Surdam | Realtor | 978-764-7474 
Scott Smith | Realtor | 617-750-2793

1 Beacon Hill
Gloucester | $1,495,000
Impressive ocean views from this Nantucket 
shingle saltbox in East Gloucester, set on 4.49 
acres. 3DB, 2BD main house, carriage house.

Scott Smith | Realtor 
617-750-2793

33 Way Road  
Gloucester | $3,895,000
Stunning East Gloucester estate with impressive 
ocean views. Carriage, barn, and paddocks on 
28+ acres. 

Scott Smith | Realtor | 617-750-2793

184 Western Ave
Essex | $1,989,000
Stunning new construction with 
sophisticated flair throughout 3 sun-
filled levels. Boasts 6 bedrooms & 3 
full baths. Grand 2-story light-filled 
family room with dramatic fireplace 
leads to expansive outdoor stone 
patio. Thoughtful floor plan with 
stylish chefs’ kitchen & designer 
finishes, quartz waterfall island, 
gas cooktop and stainless-steel 
appliances—all ideal for entertaining.

Michelle Mineo | Realtor
978-471-9178

6 Lattof Farm Circle
Rockport | $1,495,000
Impeccable Colonial on private cul-de-sac in 
Rockport. 4-5 beds/3.5 baths. Impressive great 
room, great fenced yard and  2 car garage. 

Scott Smith | Realtor 
617-750-2793

$1,299,000 | Susan Bridge
Meticulously renovated, this luxury contemporary 
3-bedroom, 4-bath home has open flexible layout. 
Aster Cucine cabinets in custom kitchen, heated 
floors, sauna. Heated 2-car garage. 1 mile to beach.  

$1,099,900 | Daniel Meegan
Located in Centerville, this 5 bedroom home sits on 
a beautifully manicured .35 acre yard and boasts a 
formal dining room, kitchen with ample storage and 
double bay garage. 

$849,000 | Terri Sheppard
Ranch style home on the Danvers River with 
three bedrooms and sun filled rooms. Enjoy the 
unobstructed views, fenced in yard, 2-car garage and 
public launch. Perfect for entertaining this Spring.  

$1,975,000 | Carla Husak
Luxurious Colonial with 5 beds, 4.5 baths, 2 kitchens, 
2 primary suites, 3-car garage, saltwater pool,  
& finished lower level. Tailored for Multigenerational 
Living.  Meticulously Crafted!  

$4,900,000 | Ann Olivo & Rick Marshall
Miles of ocean views, direct Plum Cove Beach access, 
mooring, huge paver patio top long list of highlights 
in custom 4-bedroom, 4.5-bath, 2016 stunner. Heated 
garage, generator, geothermal heat. 

MANCHESTER   
$5,835,000  |  Fabyan & Filias Team
Elusive “small” house on the water exists! Updated Contemporary with versatile, multi-level floor plan, 
floor-to-ceiling slider access to multiple decks, views from every window, 3-car garage.     
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Find us on     :JBarrettRealtyNorthShore 

1 BEACH STREET  •  MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944  |  978.526.8555  |  JBARRETTREALTY.COM 

J Barrett & Company, LLC supports the principles of both the Fair Housing and the Equal Opportunity Acts.

The North Shore’s Premier Real Estate Agency


