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By Gregory T. Federspiel

Parking, especially dur-
ing warm weather, is 
one of those peren-

nial concerns around town 
that never seems to be fully 
resolved.  Generally, there 
is adequate parking but cer-
tainly there are times (hot 
summer weekends!) when 
parking is at a premium 
and residents and visitors 
get frustrated trying to find 
a parking spot in the vil-
lage core area or at Singing 
Beach.  Parking complaints 
remain common at Town 
Hall.

Enforcement of parking 
rules, while generally de-
sired, sometimes runs into 
resistance when it comes to 
a resident getting a ticket!  
Staff are often requested to 
“just give a warning” or end 
up in disputes over what 
seems to be the simple facts 
of an incident – both situa-
tions put them in a difficult 
spot.  Understandably no 
one wants to pay for a park-
ing ticket.  But consistency 
is important, and it is criti-

cal that enforcement be fair 
to all regardless of visitor or 
resident.

Our primary enforcement 
mechanism has been sea-
sonal Parking Enforcement 
Officers that the Police De-
partment hires.  These are 
not easy positions to fill and, 
of course, officers cannot be 
at all places all the time lead-
ing to spotty enforcement.  

At the Select Board’s re-
quest, Police Chief Todd 
Fitzgerald investigated nu-
merous options for parking 
limit enforcement.  Park-
ing meters are a typical ap-
proach that communities 

utilize.  Certainly, meters 
can work but they are not 
trouble free and they have a 
more urban look that many 
are reluctant to add to Man-
chester.  

Another option that the 
Select Board has approved 
on a trial basis is the use of 
automated “safety sticks”.  
These are basically a solar 
powered digital camera 
on a short, 41” tall pole 
placed at no parking zones 
or limited timed parking 
spaces that automatically 
detect when a car arrives 
and monitors the length 
of time it remains. If the 

vehicle over-stays the maxi-
mum time allowed a picture 
is taken of the license plate 
and transmitted to the po-
lice station where the ticket 
is finalized and sent to the 
vehicle owner.  The devices 
operate 24/7 and thus offer 
continual parking enforce-
ment coverage.

This automated ticketing 
system will be tested in and 
around the Village in a few 
dozen locations.  Targeted 
areas are to include no park-
ing zones and the stretch of 
parking spaces along Beach 
Street from the railroad 
tracks to Masconomo Park.  
The company that devel-
oped the system, Municipal 
Parking Services, pays for 
the equipment and instal-
lation.  They receive a per-
centage of the ticket revenue 

generated going forward.  
Thus, the system does not 
require any up-front town 
funding.  We pay for the sys-
tem by turning over a por-
tion of the ticket revenue.  

You may have noted or-
ange construction cones 
around the village – small 
concrete pads are being 
poured at these locations 
and the new poles will be 
attached to these pads.  The 
poles will be a new element 
to the streetscape and will 
undoubtably take some 
getting used to.  The Select 
Board wants to use this sum-
mer pilot period to assess 
the acceptance and utility 
of the new devices.  While 
they are pretty confident 
the poles will improve park-
ing compliance and better 
turn-over of parking spaces 
near businesses, less clear 
is how well they will fit into 
the streetscape of the Village 
and how well they will be 
accepted by residents.  This 
summer will provide a good 
test of their effectiveness 
and acceptance.  

STATE HOUSE NEWS

Nearly 200,000 People Off 
MassHealth In Last Two Months

More Than 350,000 Removed From MassHealth Rolls In 11 Months

By Chris Lisinski 

On the verge of com-
pleting a year-long 
process to reassess 

eligibility for every mem-
ber, the MassHealth public 
insurance program has now 
cut more than 350,000 
people from its rolls since 
last April.

The caseload for the 
state’s combination of Med-

icaid and Children’s Health 
Insurance Program fell to 
about 2.04 million people 
by the end of March, down 
from the 2.4 million who 
were enrolled at the start of 
April 2023.

Officials removed about 
74,000 people from 
MassHealth last month—al-
most 2,500 per day, on av-
erage—offset by 23,000 Bay 
Staters who newly joined 

the program and another 
27,000 who regained cov-
erage after previously being 
deemed ineligible.

Cuts were even more sig-
nificant in February, when 
122,000 people were di-
vorced from MassHealth, 
17,000 signed up and an-
other 17,000 rejoined.

Weekly Weather Chart

Weather data pulled Wednesday and is subject to change.

Saturday 4 May 58° 39°

Sunday 5 May 63° 46°

Monday 6 May 53° 49°

Tuesday 7 May 63° 48°

Wednesday 8 May 58° 53°

Thursday 9 May 59° 54°

Friday 10 May 59° 54°

Gavel to Gavel
This Week’s Town Meetings

Manchester Town Hall is 
open to the public. Public 

hours are 9 a.m. - 4:45 
p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday and 9 a.m. 

- 6:15 p.m. on Thursday. 
Essex Town Hall hours are 
Monday through Thursday 

7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Essex BOS 
Monday, May 6

5:15 p.m.

MERSD
SC Meeting/Early Start/

EES
Monday, May 6

5 - 7 p.m. 

...(Continued on page 11)

Using Technology to Help 
Enforce Parking Limits

BRIEFLY

MCC’s “Open 
House” May 7
One week after a Salem District 
Court judge denied the Man-
chester Community Center’s 
appeal of a $199,000 judge-
ment and eviction, the group’s 
board of directors will hold a 
public “open house” from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 7 
at the Community Center to 
speak for the first time about 
the current state of the MCC 
and answer questions.  The 
MCC is reportedly still trying 
to go ahead with a $1.2 million 
countersuit in Salem Superior 
Court, scheduled to be taken 
up later in the month.  “The 
community has many ques-
tions, and the MCC board is 
eager to address them,” the 
group wrote in a flyer.  For ar-
ticles on how the case got here, 
go to thecricket.com.

Last Call!  May 4 
Artist Reception for 
Juni Van Dyke
Manchester artist Juni Van 
Dyke will be featured in an 
exhibit open now through May 
26, “Color: One of my Favorite 
Things,” at Inner Space Fine 
Arts in North Reading.  The 
exhibit explores the impact of 
color and compares Van Dyke’s 
work to Emile Nolde and Was-
sily Kandinsky.  A reception 
at the gallery for the artist is 
scheduled for this Saturday, 
May 4, 5 to 7 p.m.

Golden Agers: May 
11 Meeting
For the music lovers out there, 
The Manchester Golden Age 
Club will hold its final spring 
meeting at 11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
May 11 in the Masonic Lodge 
behind Manchester Town 
Hall.  Lunch will be served at 
12 noon, with entertainment 
provided by ME Regional High 
School acapella group, The 
Sound Waves.  Club members 
will be asked to sign up for the 
Sanford Trust-sponsored sum-
mer events, which include the 
anniversary lunch at Danvers-
port Yacht Club, the summer 
lobster bake at Tuck’s Point, 
and Cape Ann Lighthouse 
cruise.

Crib Addicts Week 4
Tuesday was Week 4 of this  
spring season of Cribbage (also 
known as the “Crib Addicts”) 
at the Amaral Bailey American 
Legion in Manchedster.  After 
Week 3 of play, it was (for the 
third week in a row) David 
Slade in the lead followed by 
Ted Cakounes, Billy Bell, Harry 
Parsons, Michela Hirnak, Tina 
Latassa, Stephen Chabot, John 
Bubrouski, Bob Torkildsen, 
Paul Clark, Clem Courcy, Jim 
Chabot, Heather MacDonald, 
Ben Conway, Karen Rieck, and 
Joan Snow.  The group meets 
every Tuesday at 6 p.m., and 
all skills are welcome.

Under the watchful eyes of 5th grade teachers, Maggie Tomaiolo, Joe McDonough and Tree Warden Tom Henderson Memorial School students help plant the Arbor Day 
Tree, a Northern Red Oak.  The event was organized by the Friends of the Manchester Trees.  Each 5th grader added their shovelful to the prepared hole.  Photo Paul Clark

This award-winning shot of a 
bobcat in full hunting mode, 
mid pounce, was taken this year 
by Dan Prosser near Jefferson, 
Mass.  Anyone who doubts the 
“rewilding” of Cape Ann may 
want to think twice, writes Jim 
Behnke.  Local sightings of 
beavers, bears, coyotes and, yes, 
bobcats are more common.  And 
this “rewilding” is changing how 
we relate to our local outdoors. 
Page 5  
 (Photo: Dan Prosser)
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CLASSIFIEDS
First, the good news. For subscribers, classified ads are free (one listing / subscrib-
er at a time, please … and keep it to 25 words or so). For all others, submit your 
weekend sales, lost and found, for rent, help wanted, services, etc. to classifieds@
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FOR SALE
‘08 TOYOTA 4RUNNER  —2008 
Toyota 4Runner SR5�  Moonroof, 
Running Boards, Roof Rack, Tow 
Package� Well maintained, runs 
great�  V8 engine, 4-wheel drive, 
very reliiable SUV�  Clean title, 
title in hand�  $4,800� Call or text: 
978-729-3995  ���������������������� 4/29

ST. JOHN USVI COTTAGE—
Caneel Trailside Cottage is 
located a mile east of Cruz Bay, 
St� John, USVI�  2 bdr, 2 bath 
furnished villa, pool with palm-
tree lined courtyard, veranda 
looking out to the south with 
a view of the Caribbean� Half-
acre property borders USVI Nat’l 
Park and the trail to Caneel 
Bay�  $1�5 M� Photos at https://
cateredto�com/#!/caneel-trail-
side-cottage  Contact (978) 407-
8454.����������������������������� TF

1-WK TIMESHARE - ATTITASH 
MT VILLAGE—Not able to use 
any longer�  Children long gone, 
need to sell�  Located across the 
street from Attitash Mountain, 
Bartlett, NH� “Week 4,” two sepa-
rate units on main floor that can 
be used as one� Private hallway 
connects units�  One with full 
bath and Q-bed� Other full bath, 
watsher/dryer, full kitchen, living 
rm, fireplace, pull down double 
bed� Main floor excess to pkg lot� 
Ski locker, use of pool & game 
rm�  Pls call for details or to make 

an offer: (978) 526-7036� ������� TF

FOR RENT
1BD MBTS VILLAGE—Nicely 
Furnished , 1 BR ,2 bath ,1st 
floor ,4 rm Condo in 2-unit  
Antique Coloniol  on School 
St � Original features� Recent 
upgrades include Granite coun-
ters and New SS Appliances� Unit 
has HW floors and Tile Bath� 
Off St Parking , WD in unit and 
Large Private deck� No Smoking, 
No Pets� Lease  for 1yr or longer� 
$2,600 / mo Plus util� Call or Text 

781�367�5247

MBTS VILLAGE—Upstairs at 38 
Union St features renovated 1 
bdrm/1bthrm with shower� Hdwd 
floors, cathedral ceilings, exposed 
beams, patio and back-yard, two 
private entrances W/D in unit 
Central A/C 700 sqft +/- $2,500/
month� Great light with sunshine 
all day� Available now thru May 
2025� Come bring your ideas to 
this ideal home or office space 
in the heart of MBTS right above 
Gray House Antiques! Email 
hello@grayhouseantiques�com 

LOST!
2 PICKLEBALL PADDLES —Two 
pickleball paddles/raquets mis-
takenly taken Tuesday morning 
(4/9) from the Summer Street 
courts�  If you have them, please 
call or txt (978) 3145-0018�  
Thank you in advance! ������ 4/24

SERVICES
3 STRONG BOYS ARE BACK! —
Do you need help with mowing, 
cleaning, raking, moving furni-
ture, weeding, or any other proj-
ect? The 3 Strong Boys do it all! 
Call/text Atticus at 978-473-0034 
or email 3strongboys�ma@gmail�
com to schedule� Weekends only 
until school’s out� ����������������� TF

EXPERIENCED HOME 
CARETAKER, MBTS—Over 20 
years experience working closely 
with families in the Cape Ann 
area�  I handle every aspect of 
home mgt: scheduling, coordina-
tion of tradesmen, home organi-
zation with meticulous attention 
to detail, home transition prep 
for a new season or rentals (or 
sales market)�  Experience peace 
of mind knowing your home is 
in trustworthy hands�  Call (978) 
223-8743�  ������������������������  4/29

REMODELING OR NEED A 
HANDYMAN?—Available for inte-
rior painting, carpetry, plaster 
projects and more�  Local and 
insured�  Call 508-932-1442� �� TF

HANDYMAN, MBTS—Handyman 
for light construction, home 
repairs, painting, cleanups, 
home repairs, painting clean-
ups, power washing, rototilling�  
Fully insured�  Have truck and 
trailer�  Clean, honest, references�  
Contact Bill mbtshandyman@
gmail�com or (978) 618-0999� TF

WANTED
MBTS RENTAL SOUGHT—I, my 
husband, children 7 & 5, are look-
ing for an apartment or house 
in Manchester starting July/Aug/
Sept during my 2-year position 
at Harvard� Ideally $4000 max 
(excluding bills)� Dr Clara Carus 
& Dr David Carus claracarus@fas�
harvard�edu� Excellent references, 
very responsible� �������� TF 

GOT A USED CAR FOR SALE?  
Fairly reliable used car wanted! 
New Endicott College professor in 
need of fairly reliable, inexpensive, 
used car�Please contact susan�we@
comcast�net   or 978 578 1546  
.����������������������������� TF

Brookside ContraCting
978-526-1414

Manchester-by-the-Sea
keithlitka@brooksidecontracting.com
Home Improvement • Carpentry

Roofing • Siding
Replacement Windows

Over 40 Years Experience
Don: 978-526-4123
lombardimasonry.com

MCINNIS PAVING, INC.
Infra-Red Asphalt Repair Specialists
Cold Planeing • Driveway Rebuilding
Repairs • Seal Coating • Crack Filling

Beverly Farms, MA 01915
Timothy McInnis   978-921-1608

Cell: 978-375-1727 • Fax: 978-927-9602

Call (978) 314-5085 
Email Kathy.Willy@verizon.net

www.makeitgoaway.net
MAKE IT GO AWAY!

PROFESSIONAL LISTINGS

MONDAY, APRIL 22
9:47 a.m.  Beach St., motor 
vehicle stop, verbal warning.
10:41 a.m.  Beach St., animal 
complaint, gone on arrival.
2:35 p.m.  Beach St., suspi-
cious activity, assisted as 
needed. 6:06 p.m.  Lincoln 
St., animal complaint, as-
sisted as needed.

TUESDAY, APRIL 23
1:54 a.m.  Lincoln St., alarm, 
secured/checked.
8:56 a.m.  White Beach, ani-
mal complaint, assisted as 
needed. 12:04 p.m.  Pine St., 
motor vehicle stop, written 
warning. 1:59 p.m.  Route 
128NB, motor vehicle stop, 
criminal application.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24
8:37 a.m.  Beach St., motor 
vehicle stop, criminal appli-
cation. 9:13 a.m.  Raymond 
St., animal complaint, other.
2:30 p.m.  Pine St., motor 
vehicle stop, criminal ap-
plication. 11:22 p.m.  Pine 
St., selective enforcement, 
secured/checked.

THURSDAY, APRIL 25
4:47 a.m.  Summer St., 

alarm, secured/checked.
9:14 a.m.  Proctor St., park-
ing complaint, secured/
checked. 7:10 p.m.  Summer 
St., noise complaint, gone 
on arrival. 11:02 p.m.  White 
Beach, directed patrol, 
secured/checked.

FRIDAY, APRIL 26
1:00 a.m.  Beach St., 
directed patrol, secured/
checked.
10:04 a.m.  Proctor St., park-
ing complaint, spoken to.
2:00 p.m.  Sea St., distur-
bance, spoken to. 9:56 p.m.  
School St., motor vehicle 
stop, verbal warning.

SATURDAY, APRIL 27

1:37 a.m.  Harbor St., 
alarm, cleared false alarm. 
2:59 p.m.  Union St., erratic 
operator, gone on arrival. 
4:10 p.m.  Bridge St., alarm, 
secured/checked. 6:02 p.m.  
Bridge St., alarm, no action 
taken.

MANCHESTER POLICE NOTES

Memorial School 5th Graders Celebrate Arbor Day
On Friday, April 26th, the 5th 
Graders at Manchester Me-
morial Elementary School 
celebrated Arbor Day with 
the Friends of Manchester 
Trees (FOMT). They experi-
enced the joy of planting a 
tree as they eagerly stepped 
up to shovel dirt around the 
massive root ball.  Now a 
beautiful Northern Red Oak 
stands next to the new play-
ground behind Memorial 
School. 

Ashley Ochs, an FOMT 
board member and parent 
of students at the elemen-
tary school, explained, “This 
tree will offer much-needed 
shade and wind protection 
for those enjoying the play 
structure. And we hope to 
add more trees here in the 
future.” 

Among the attendees were 
Tom Henderson, Manches-
ter’s Tree Warden, 5th grade 
teachers Maggie Tomaiolo 
and Joseph McDonough, and 
Principal John Willis, who 
read the official Arbor Day 
Proclamation signed by the 
Manchester Select Board. 

Manchester has upheld 
the Arbor Day tradition for 
over 30 years, when our 
town first earned recogni-
tion as a Tree City USA. Jody 
Morse, FOMT President, 
emphasized the importance 
of Arbor Day: “It shows our 
commitment to trees—they 
clean our air, provide wild-
life habitat, connect our 
community, and contribute 
to our well-being.”

Removals 
Pruning 

1 0RIA 
ree Service 

Spraying 
Fertilization 

Call us for a free evaluation
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS 

cicoriatree.com 
978-922-5500
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Thomas Knoke 

Thomas Knoke, 60, passed 

away suddenly on Saturday, 
April 20, 2024.  He was the 
loving husband of Regine 
Adam and devoted father of 
Emily and Shannon Adam. 

Thomas grew up in Wen-
den, Germany, as the oldest 
of three sons.  He earned his 
Master’s degree of Electroni-
cal Engineering and Informa-
tion Technology at the Tech-
nical University of Munich.  
Thomas founded TK Consult-
ing in 2004 and worked as 
a project manager and con-

sultant for many years.  His 
consulting included several 
international banks as well 
as Frankfurt International 
Airport.  Thomas had a deep 
passion for the environment 
and sustainability.  As Man-
ager IT Business Solutions 
at Form Energy in Boston, 
Thomas was able to find the 
best place to combine his 
passion and talents to sup-
port their mission of low-cost 
clean energy.

Thomas loved spend-
ing time with his wife of 28 
years and his two daughters 
whether at home or traveling 
the world together.  In 2012, 
he moved to Manchester-by-
the-Sea with his family for 
its sense of community and 
beautiful location.  He loved 
photography, riding his bike 

on Cape Ann as well as walks 
on Singing Beach.  At any 
family or friends gathering 
he could be found barbecu-
ing behind the grill; he was a 
great host. 

In addition to his wife and 
daughters, he will be missed 
by his brothers, Harald 
Knoke and Stefan Knoke; 
their spouses; his nieces and 
nephews; and many extend-
ed family members and close 
friends. 

A celebration of life will be 
hosted for family and friends 
on May 9, 4-6 p.m. at the 
Congregational Parish Hall, 
Manchester.  In lieu of flow-
ers, a donation can be made 
in his honor to PLAN Interna-
tional. Condolences, memo-
ries & photos can be shared 
on Thomas’ Tribute Wall.

Obituaries
Following a long-standing tradition, The Cricket pub-
lishes obituaries as a public service for our readers. If 
an obituary cannot be published in time for a service, 
we will post the notice to our website and Facebook 

page (facebook.com/TheManchesterCricket).

(Photos Paul Clark)
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BOARD UPDATES

Select Board Meeting:  The 
Select Board meeting will be 
held on Monday, May 6 at 
6:30 p.m.  Meeting details 
can be found on the Town 
website.

MBTA Zoning Task Force:  
The MBTA Zoning Task Force 
will meet on Wednesday, 
May 8 at 6:30 p.m.  Meeting 
details can be found on the 
Town website. 

Police Chief Office Hours:  
Chief Fitzgerald will hold 
his monthly office hours on 
Thursday, May 9 from 4-6 
p.m. at the Police Station. 

Board of Health Hearing:  

The Board of Health will hold 
a continued Public Hear-
ing on the proposed private 
well regulations on Thurs-
day, May 9 at 6 p.m.  Meeting 
details can be found on the 
Town website. 

Town Election:  The Town 
Election will be held on Tues-
day, May 21 from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m. at Memorial School.  
Details can be found on the 
Town website.  

Beach Tag Update: Singing 
Beach tags will be sold at the 
beach starting Memorial Day 
weekend during operating 
hours for $35 each.  All visi-
tors to Singing Beach aged 12 
to 65 need a tag to enter. 

Hydrant Flushing:  Hydrant 
Flushing will continue Mon-
day through Thursday start-
ing at 7 p.m.  If you experi-
ence dirty water, run a cold 
tap until clear. 

Trash, recycling, and com-
post collection:   Regular 
Schedule.  Please place curb-
side by 7 a.m. on day of col-
lection.  Transfer Station is 
open on Wednesdays from 
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Follow Us on Facebook, Ins-
tagram, and X @townofmbts 
and visit the Town website 
Manchester.ma.us to stay in-
formed.

Manchester Police Welcome 
First “Comfort Dog”

Chief Todd Fitzgerald and 
the Manchester-by-the-Sea 
Police Department last week 
announced the arrival of the 
department’s newest officer, 
its first comfort dog.

Daisy is a five-month-old 
female yellow Labrador re-
triever and she arrived for 
service on Wednesday, April 
17, from Professional Canine 
Services in Middleborough. 

The dog will be assigned to 
School Resource Officer An-
drea Locke, who will house 
her.

The K-9 will provide gen-
eral support for students, 
faculty, and staff of Manches-
ter Essex Regional School 
District, as well as the town’s 
senior population.  The K-9 
also will serve as a depart-
ment ambassador down-
town and at Masconomo 
Park, especially during com-
munity events.

“While a comfort dog can 
create positive interactions 
within a community, it also 
can greatly assist with our 
public safety work,” Chief 
Fitzgerald said.  “A dog can 
be a calming influence when 
we meet with a child victim 
or witness, provide a sense 
of comfort during a mental 

health intervention, and re-
duce the stress felt by resi-
dents during a critical inci-
dent.”

MERHS first-year students 
Cate Vendt and Scarlet Lee 
first proposed the idea for 
a comfort dog at the High 
School to SRO Locke.  The 
students worked with SRO 
Locke to develop a formal 
proposal.  A meeting was 
set up with Chief Fitzgerald 
and Lt. Mark McCoy, where 
the students presented their 
proposal.

SRO Locke and Lt. McCoy 
presented the idea to the Se-
lect Board, which approved 
it at its Tuesday, April 16 
meeting.  The students and 
the officers will present this 
to Manchester Essex Region-

al School Committee on May 
21 for its approval.

Program funding will 
start with the Department’s 
current K-9 allocation and 
its North Shore Health Out-
reach Account for mental 
health programming.  Lt. 
McCoy is working with the 
Hooper Fund to secure ad-
ditional financial support for 
the initial cost of the dog and 
required training.

“Thank you to the Select 
Board for its approval, and 
its ongoing support for our 
programs,” Chief Fitzger-
ald said.  “The Department 
truly appreciates the posi-
tive working relationship we 
have with the Board.”

Chief Fitzgerald said he 
wanted to thank the Man-
chester Masons Lodge, Man-
chester Rotary Club, and 
resident Ralph Bates for do-
nations.  The Essex County 
Co-Op and Crosby’s Market 
also pitched in and provided 
dog food and supplies.

Chief Fitzgerald also said 
the Manchester Essex Re-
gional High School Class of 
2024 has already pledged to 
donate a portion of its class 
funds as their class gift to-
ward Daisy’s startup costs.

90 YEARS AGO – 1934
Manchester was well 

represented at a hearing 
held in the Council Cham-
ber at Gloucester City Hall 
on Friday evening of last 
week on the building of the 
new proposed super high-
way running from Beverly 
to Gloucester, which has 
been under consideration 
by state engineers for some 
time the need for which  
is emphasized by the con-
gested condition of North 
Shore roads throughout the 
summer.

One of the largest branch-
es on the Elm tree opposite 
the Baptist Church on School 
Street was removed Wednes-
day.  There was a large cav-
ity in the crotch of the tree 
which was too deep to be 
filled and Tree Warden Mark 
Edgecomb was forced to am-
putate the limb.

75 YEARS AGO – 1949
It will certainly be a royal 

occasion tonight when the 
girls of Story High present 
Evelyn Millard’s three-act 
play, “Royal Occasion.”  The 
girls under the direction of 
Mrs. Carolyn Hardy, have 
worked hard on the play and 
the performance promises to 
be one of the best presented 
by Story in many years.

Word received from Wash-
inton states that Frederic 
B. Reynolds and Frederick 
Fleetwood of this town have 
successfully passed the Civil 
Service Examination for the 
Postmaster’s position here in 
Manchester.

60 YEARS AGO – 1964
The Hylandmen, suffered 

two losses this week, a 4-0 
set back at the hands of 
league leading Georgetown, 
at Georgetown on Thursday 
and they were edged 6-5 
Monday at the Brook Street 
Playground by the Mascono-
met Chiefs.

Police Chief Leonard An-
drews spoke to the inter-
mediate grade pupils at the 
Memorial School on Tuesday 
afternoon on bicycle safety.  
He stressed the Safe Bicycle 
Riding Rules for the boys and 
girls to observe at all times.  
A safety film of bicycles was 
shown.

45 YEARS AGO – 1979
Danny Ina set a blistering 

pace by shooting 21 out of 25 
foul shots Sunday, April 22 
at Boston College to win the 
13-year-old Boys Division of 
K of C Basketball Free-Throw 
State finals.  His score was 
the best of the day and quali-
fies him for the select inter-
national level.

Elizabeth D’Angelo, daugh-
ter of Dr. and Mrs. Nestore 
J. D’Angelo of Woodholm 
Road, has been named this 
year’s Manchester Jr. Sr. High 
School student delegate to 
the U.N. on July 2-7, spon-
sored by the Manchester-
Magnolia Lodge of I.O.O.F. 
and Rebekah.

30 YEARS AGO-1994
The Hornets boys’ tennis 

team is cruising right along 
with 3 more victories to their 
credit, making them unde-

feated so far in the season 
with 5 wins and no losses.  
Does this surprise Coach 
Snow?  “I had a feeling we 
would come out strong this 
season,” said Coach Snow, 
“but we’re still working 
hard to improve and not let 
our early success go to our 
heads.”

The Manchester Boosters 
Club has established a Build-
ing Fund for fundraising to 
build a permanent structure 
(Canteen) on a site located at 
the rear of Manchester High 
School.  Our Canteen, built 
years ago with volunteer la-
bor and material and main-
tained by the Boosters Club 
since, is showing signs of ad-
vanced old age.

15 YEARS AGO – 2009
The Manchester Essex 

High School Sailing Team 
sailed in the New England 
Scholastic Sailing Associa-
tion Fleet Racing Champion-
ship Qualifier on Saturday, 
April 25th out of Hyannis 
Yacht Club.   Manchester Es-
sex High School was among 
the sixty schools competing 
for the O’Day Trophy during 
the two-day event.

The Manchester Arts Festi-
val Committee, and the Cape 
Ann Chamber of Commerce 
are happy to announce that 
the second annual Manches-
ter Arts Festival has been 
scheduled for Saturday, July 
25, 2009.  This event is an 
open-air, juried Arts festi-
val which will take place in 
the streets and in the parks 
throughout Manchester. 

	

DATE	
HIGH	 LOW	 	

AM	 FT	 PM	 FT	 AM	 FT	 PM	 FT	 RISE	 SET	
3	 Fri	 7:26	 9.7	 8:09	 9.4	 1:34	 1.1	 2:12	 0.5	 5:32	 7:47	
4	 Sat	 8:33	 9.8	 9:08	 9.9	 2:35	 0.7	 3:08	 0.3	 5:31	 7:48	
5	 Sun	 9:37	 9.9	 10:04	 10.4	 3:36	 0.2	 4:04	 0.1	 5:29	 7:49	
6	 Mon	 10:36	 10.1	 10:58	 10.9	 4:36	 -0.3	 4:57	 0.0	 5:28	 7:50	
7	 Tue	 11:32	 10.1	 11:49	 11.2	 5:33	 -0.7	 5:49	 0.0	 5:27	 7:51	
8	 Wed	 	 	 12:25	 10.0	 6:28	 -0.9	 6:39	 0.1	 5:26	 7:53	
9	 Thu	 12:38	 11.3	 1:16	 9.8	 7:20	 -0.9	 7:27	 0.3	 5:24	 7:54	

	
	
	

Tides & Sun Chart For The Week Ahead

CAPE ANN

$45
ADULTS

$40
SENIORS 

(65+)

$20
STUDENTS 

OF ANY AGE

$5
YOUTH 

(12 AND UNDER)

 TICKETS AND INFO: 978-281-0543 OR CAPEANNSYMPHONY.ORG

SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2PM
MANCHESTER-ESSEX RHS

THE 
THREE Bs

interior design services

COLES COLOR  

and  D E S I G N

Jennifer Coles, principal 
colescoloranddesign.com
jen@colescoloranddesign.com

978.808.7481

SRO Locke and Lt. 
McCoy presented 
the idea to the 

Select Board at its 
April 16 meeting. 
Students and the 

officers will present 
this to the School 
Committee next.
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Former School 
Committee Members 
Support a New Essex 
Elementary School

To the Editor,

Since 2000, our two commu-
nities have been joined by a 
regional school agreement.  
The agreement includes a 
provision that “the District 
shall at all times maintain 
at least one (1) elementary 
school facility in each mem-
ber town.”  About 12 years 
ago, as MERSD prepared to 
embark on the project of 
rebuilding our elementary 
schools, extensive surveys 
were conducted to explore 
the idea of one central el-
ementary school.  At that 
time taxpayers were not in-
terested in a centralized el-
ementary school, and so the 
District proceeded to submit 
both elementary schools to 
the MSBA separately.  As we 
all know, Manchester Me-
morial School was in worse 
condition, so it was replaced 
first. Now it is time for Essex 
Elementary to go through the 
MSBA process. 

We know that there are 
many benefits to having an 
elementary school in each 
town. Neighborhood schools 
promote a sense of commu-
nity engagement and allow 
for expression of each town’s 
unique character.  The school 
buildings themselves serve as 
community centers and hubs 
of activity for the town.  Hav-
ing a local school means that 
students can walk or bike to 
school, a healthy habit which 
reduces rates of tardiness 
and absenteeism and there-
fore improves student out-
comes.  Small-town schools 
foster a culture of belonging, 
safety, and care, and provide 
opportunities for communi-
ties to become stronger and 
more connected.  We are 
lucky to have enjoyed excel-
lent schools here in Manches-
ter and Essex.  Our model 
works.

The first schoolhouse was 
erected on the common of 
Essex in 1702.  Now, almost 

325 years later, it is time for 
a new Essex Elementary 
School. 

Please join us in voting YES 
for the feasibility study to get 
this project started.
• Manchester residents: 

vote at the ballot on Tues-
day, May 21 

• Essex residents: vote at 
Town Meeting on Monday, 
May 6

Signed,

Past ME Regional School 
Committee Members:
Sarah Wolf, Annie Cameron, 
Ken Warnock, Caroline Weld, 
Ann Harrison, Susan Beck-
man, Linda Crosby, Shannon 
Erdmann

Of Smart Meters, 
Massachusetts for 
Safe Technology and 
“Generation Zapped” 
(the film)

Wireless technology is be-
coming a serious health is-
sue.  A quote from the ac-
claimed film, “Generation 
Zapped”:

“A wifi classroom is like 
the inside of a microwave 
oven set at very low pow-
er.  Children are exposed 
to that wifi radiation six 
hours every school day, 
five days a week, and for 
several months during the 
year.” -- Magda Havas, As-
sociate Professor of Environ-
mental and Resource Studies, 
Trent University, Canada

Today we encounter a 
hundred thousand times the 
level of radiation from wire-
less technologies than we did 
decades ago.  Yet the safety 
standards set by federal regu-
latory agencies are outdated.  
New wireless devices such 
as smart phones, tablets and 
baby monitors to the latest 
“Internet of Things” contin-
ue to enter the market with-
out any proper pre-market 
testing or post-market moni-
toring.  Too little is done to 
ensure public safety and 
awareness.” (From the web-

site on the film, “Generation 
Zapped”)

This letter is in regards to 
the suggestion that our town 
allow Smart Meter installa-
tion at great cost to taxpay-
ers, and an even greater cost 
to the health of our residents.  
I find it disturbing that this 
referendum is clumped to-
gether with a myriad of other 
items on one single article 
which was voted on at town 
meeting, and passed.

I was shamed at the last 
town meeting for bringing up 
safety concerns of smart me-
ters, being followed by com-
ments from an elder town 
resident (name?) quickly 
quoting his credentials and 
“dismissing” any concern 
after his (industry funded?) 
many papers on the subject, 
as the crowd clapped and 
cheered after his remarks. 

I would like to thank this 
gentleman.  It was his ar-
rogance and dismissiveness 
that fired me up to revisit 
the non-industry funded re-
search on the subject.  

I am no stranger to criti-
cal thinking when it comes 
to environmental health. 
When my now adult children 
were playing t-ball at Mas-
conomo Park, I sat next to a 
little yellow sign with a circle 
and a line across it. A trip to 
the town hall, acquiring the 
MSDS literature on the weed 
killer prompted a few meet-
ings with the DPW and be-
fore long, we had a Citizens 
Pesticide Awareness coalition 
(some of you helped in that 
endeavor!)  in town which 
changed practices. Amazing 
what can be done when logic 
meets the caring of the heart.

Presently, concerned that 
our community needed 
heightened awareness on the 
issue of wireless radiation 
health issues, I contacted 
known expert on the issue, 
Cecelia (Cece) Doucette, a 
woman of great agency who 
has over 13 years of research, 
and activism under her belt.  
She graciously alerted me to 
a free live virtual presenta-
tion in which she spoke on 
the current legal, ethical, and 
health issues nationwide.  I 
am more confident than ever, 
that we, as town residents, 
have every reason to demand 
that any decisions to allow 
water smart meters (at $650 
a household!!) be re-evaluat-
ed for safety and efficacy.  I 
suggest that anyone willing 
to take the time to review 
the links below will conclude 
that there is neither.  And … 
the town will quite possibly 
be legally liable for health is-
sues that arise with those that 
comply. 

I encourage the gentleman 
who was so very dismissive 
at the town meeting to con-
tact Ms. Doucette to receive 
a plethora of information not 
readily available before mak-
ing any further statements on 
behalf of the “safety” of wire-
less technology.  Industry 
funded research will always 
land on the side of industry. 
Industry does not care about 

the safety our community. 
Industry is, and always will 
be, driven by profit above all 
else. 

Please stay tuned for a live-
ly debate that I will arrange 
with Cecelia Doucette direc-
tor of Massachusetts for Safe 
Technology (ma4safetech.
org) presenting at our local 
library or school in the not-
too-distant future.  A flyer 
for this event will be posted 
in town and hopefully on our 
town newspaper!  

I welcome interested in-
quires.  Please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

Johanna M. Keefe, PhD 
Manchester 

Not So Smart Meters

“If it ain’t broke, then don’t 
fix it.”  

Why are we spending $1.5 
million ($650/home) on wa-
ter meters to replace working 
water meters.  Apparently, 
there may also be an ad-
ditional $75/quarter charge 
($300/year) for every home 
as discussed at the Town 
meeting.  Once again, less 
than 7% of the Town voters 
are deciding to spend the 
hard-earned money of the 
other 93% of the voters.

I understand there has 
been no justification, re-
turn on investment or other 
analysis for this expenditure 
submitted to the FinComm.  
Decisions like this demand 
transparency and thoughtful 
analysis.  Calling something 
smart doesn’t make it so.  
Why is this $1.5M bundled 
in a “pork like” fashion into 
a single capital authorization 
with other needed DPW wa-
ter and waste treatment re-
pairs and maintenance?

This seems like a solution 
looking for a problem.

As far as leak detection 
goes, the only leak it might 
help detect is the one inside 
your premises, AFTER it goes 
through your water meter.  
The information this expen-
sive system will provide is al-
ready readily available using 
the existing meters and a bit 
of old-fashioned analysis.

I suggest we vote “No” of 
the spending authorization 
at the town ballot in May 
until we can get satisfactory 
answers about this dubious 
undertaking or separate it 
out for a separate vote as was 
suggested at the town meet-
ing.

Jon Keefe
Manchester

Thanks for 2024 MBTS 
ATM Success

I write to thank the nearly 
400 voters who made time 
to attend the Annual Town 
Meeting (ATM) last week.  
Although the warrant con-
tained only 21 articles, many 
involved important decisions 
for the town and, in some 
cases, substantial financial 
commitments.  Careful prep-
aration by board and com-
mittee members and the vot-

ers themselves allowed us to 
have thoughtful discussions 
and complete our business 
before 9:30 p.m.

My thanks also go to the 
Soundwaves and director 
Ben Icenogle.  Their enthu-
siasm and musical perfor-
mance were engaging, and 
many people arrived early to 
listen.  Their rendition of the 
National Anthem was an ap-
propriate introduction to this 
early creation of American 
democracy. 

Like so many aspects of 
local government, ATM de-
pends on the efforts of the 
volunteers who make it run.  
Although they were too nu-
merous to list in this letter 
(there were 21 of them), I 
thanked them in my opening 
comments and reiterate my 
gratitude now.  

We added a new aspect at 
this year’s meeting:  closed 
captioning for those who 
may have difficulty hearing.  
I thank Caitlin Eppes of the 
ADA Advisory Committee for 
encouraging us to introduce 
it.

In my letter after last 
April’s ATM, I reported that 
problems with our electronic 
voting system seemed to be 
behind us, only to have them 
resurface in November.  Ac-
cordingly, I appointed a com-
mittee of technical experts to 
investigate and resolve the 
failure.  I thank the commit-
tee – Chair Jim Starkey and 
members Lee Spence, Kurt 
Melden and Bob Moffett – as 
well as Ann Harrison and Tif-
fany Marletta who assisted in 
the investigation.  This time, 
the system performed as it 
should.  It was important to 
get this right, because many 
voters have told me they 
value the opportunity to vote 
privately.

Sincerely yours,

Alan Wilson
Manchester Town Moderator

Thanks for the Support: 
Affordable Housing 
Trust 

As members of Manchester 
Affordable Housing Trust 
(MAHT), we wish to thank 
town residents for their sup-
port at the Town Meeting of 
the Community Preservation 
Committee (CPA) article that 
included an appropriation of 
$200,000 to the MAHT. 

The MAHT was approved 
by the Town Meeting in 2016 
to create, preserve and sup-
port community affordable 
housing that benefits low 
and moderate-income house-
holds in our town.  

Since 2016, with town sup-
port of CPA appropriations, 
the MAHT has been able to 
pursue a number of initia-
tives including a program to 
prevent evictions and fore-
closures of homes during and 
after the pandemic.  We have 
also been able to bankroll re-
sources for future projects.  
Repeated CPA appropria-
tions have helped MAHT’s 
financial position so that we 

can energetically pursue our 
goal. 

MAHT continues to assess 
and pursue local develop-
ment opportunities, includ-
ing modernization and ex-
pansion of the properties 
owned and managed by the 
Manchester Housing Author-
ity. 

In the future a developer 
will look to the Town for fi-
nancial support of an afford-
able community housing 
development.  The MAHT, 
bolstered by ongoing CPA 
support, is precisely that.  
In the meantime, the MAHT 
meets monthly, and all meet-
ings are posted on the town’s 
website.  We look forward to 
seeing folks at our meetings.
Sincerely,

The Manchester Afford-
able Housing Trust
John Feuerbach, Muffin 
Driscoll, Sarah Mellish, Joan 
McDonald, Chris Olney, Peggy 
Hegarty-Steck, Gretchen Wood

4th of July Committee 
Thanks … 

The Manchester-by-the-Sea 
4th of July Committee would 
like to thank the following 
donors in the last couple of 
months:

The Noyes Family, The 
Robbins Family, The De 
Sherbinin Family, The Harp-
er Family, The Marletta Fam-
ily, The Meyer Family, The 
Snider Family, The Wilson 
Family, The Diedrich Family, 
The Leahy Family, The Mo-
roney Family, The Grimaldi 
Family, The Weaver Family, 
The Ledbetter Family, The 
O’Neil Family, The Budden-
hagen Family, The Hatch 
Family, The Lane Family, 
The Tufts Family, The Jones 
Family, The Slade Family, 
The Steg Family, The Brox 
Family and Brox Industries, 
The Singleton Family, The 
Simonds Family, The Coulter 
Family, The Carrassi Family, 
The Parker Family, The Kind-
er Family, The Heisey Family, 
The Allard Family, The Sher-
man Family, The Condon 
Family, The Swift Family, 
The Laughlin Family, The Mc-
Closkey Family, The Luzin-
ski Family, The Briggs Family 
and The Hennigan Family. 

We would also like to thank 
the following businesses for 
their sponsorship; Sullco Inc 
and Allen’s Pharmacy.

July 4th in Manchester-
by-the-Sea will cost about 
$70,000 and we are almost 
25% of the way there through 
fundraising.  Please look for 
fundraising envelopes in 
your Town Meeting packets.  
If you know of any companies 
or businesses in town looking 
for sponsorship opportuni-
ties, please send them our 
way.  We have sponsorship 
levels set up to get some 
great advertising during the 
fireworks!

Thank you,

Cheryl Marshall
Director of Parks and Recre-
ation, Manchester-by-the-Sea

The Cricket publishes every letter it receives.  Letters should 
be original, no more than 400-600 words and written in a 
general spirit of discourse, signed and include an email/phone 
and a valid address in case we have questions.  We may edit 
letters for clarity and accuracy.  We do not accept multiple let-
ters on a single issue by the same author.  Longer pieces (up to 
1,000 words) may be submitted for consideration as an Op-Ed 
Commentary.  Please send submissions to letters@crick-
etpress.com.

Glorious Civilizations:  An 
Exploration of Southeast 
Asia (Virtual)
Sunday, May 5 from 2:30-4 
p.m.  Ten countries, numer-
ous cultures, thousands of 
years.  Explore the varied 
and intriguing art of South-
east Asia as reflected in the 
religious and secular art of 
this fascinating region.  Reg-
istration required.

Coexisting with Coyotes 
in Suburban Communities 
(Virtual)
Thursday, May 9 from 7-8 
p.m.  Join this webinar to 
learn about eastern coyote 
biology, how coyotes use sub-
urban areas, and how com-
munities can take effective 
steps to coexist with coyotes.  
This talk will be presented 
by Mass Wildlife’s Black Bear 
and Furbearer Biologist, 

Dave Wattles, PhD.  Registra-
tion required.

MBTS Cultural Council 
Presents:  Ron Skates, for-
mer CEO of Data General
Thursday, May 16 from 5:30-
6:30 p.m.  For our last ses-
sion we will be hosting Ron 
Skates, the former CEO of 
Data General who will be 
speaking about artificial intel-
ligence and the uses of new 
technological advancements.  
Registration for this event is 
required as space is limited.  
We will move locations if reg-
istrations exceed capacity, 
and attendees will be notified 
via the email or phone num-
ber provided.

Digital Advice Appoint-
ments on Monday and 
Drop In on Friday
Register for a dedicated ses-
sion Mondays at 12 noon or 
12:30 p.m. or drop in on most 
Fridays between 3-4 p.m.  We 
have guidance for easy to 
moderate tech issues.  Please 
bring your device, charger 
and any passwords associ-
ated with your device or 
project.  This is a program to 
offer one on one instruction 
on how to better utilize your 
technology, we cannot do a 
tech project for you and cer-
tain issues will be outside of 
our digital expertise.

Mindfulness Meditation 
at the First Parish Church 
Meeting Room

Every Tuesday from 11 a.m. - 
12 noon in the teen loft with 
Alida Bryant.  Beginners 
and experienced meditators 
are welcome.  There will be 
guided meditation, some si-
lence, and discussion.  Please 
register if this is your first 
time coming to this program.  
We need either an email or 
a phone number in case we 
need to cancel or change ven-
ues.

Book Donations
Help support the annual book 
sale on the library lawn dur-
ing Festival by the Sea on Au-
gust 3.  Please donate books 
you no longer want but are 
in good enough shape that 
you would buy them.  Our 

collection location is MERHS, 
not the library.  Drop off on 
Saturday, May 18 and June 15 
from 9 a.m.-12 noon.

Hearthside Book Group
Tuesday, May 7 from 4-5 p.m.   
We will discuss “The First La-
dies” by Marie Benedict and 
Victoria Christopher Murray.

Manchester Reads 2024
This May discover the uni-
verse together with a space-
themed Manchester Reads.  
Check out books, programs 
for all ages, crafts and even a 
telescope.

MBTS Library Renovation:  
Ask the Director
Tuesdays beginning from 11 

a.m. – 12 noon.  The MBTS 
Library is in the process of 
apply for grant funding to 
renovate and expand the li-
brary.  The Library Director 
will hold open table hours 
each Tuesday in the library.  
Drop in to ask questions and 
learn more about the project.
Shut Up and Write (Virtual)
Every Thursday from 10:30 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.  Join a com-
munity of writers and artists 
on Zoom who just want to 
write.  Come any time.  No 
need to share, no need to cri-
tique or be critiqued.

MPL Children’s Events:
Winter and Spring Storytimes
Wednesdays from 10:30-11:15 
a.m.   Join Miss Audrey for 
Storytime for children ages 
0-5 with their caregivers.  We 
will share books, songs, and 
games.  This program runs 
through April 24th.

Stem Club
Friday, May 10 from 3:45-
4:45 p.m.  For grades 3-6. 
How would you like to be the 
chief engineer for an impor-
tant NASA mission?  In this 
activity, you  design a great 
satellite.  Come down and see 
what’s happening.www.manchestervet.com

Comprehensive Veterinary 
Medical, Surgical and Dental Care

Larry A. Lamb,DVM
Office: 

978-526-9500
Urgent Care: 
978-500-6208

66 Summer Street
Manchester-By-The-Sea

MA 01944

We had perfect weather for the plant swap and paint a pot event on 
the library lawn.  (Courtesy Photo)
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By Jim Behnke

I’m no Daniel Boone, but 
I’ve paid enough attention 
to animal tracks over the 

years to recognize cat tracks 
when I see them.  The tracks 
I saw in the wet sand of the 
Dunes at Castle Neck one 
chilly morning last December 
could only come from one 
critter: a bobcat.  I learned 
later that a deer hunter with 
permission from the Trustees 
of Reservations to hunt in the 
dunes had photographed the 
bobcat.

Over the last few decades, 
this stealthy feline has gradu-
ally expanded its range east-
ward.  Unless someone can 
prove me wrong (and I’d be 
happy to be wrong!), that 
hunter documented the far-
thest east sighting of a bobcat 
in Massachusetts this cen-
tury.  We haven’t yet seen a 
bobcat in Essex or Manches-
ter, but most naturalists be-
lieve we soon will.  After all, 
we have perfect habitat for 
this mostly nocturnal mem-
ber of the lynx family.

The bobcat is just one of 
several fur-bearing mammals 
whose range has been ex-
panding eastward, including 
fishers, beavers, coyotes, and 
black bears.  Although the 
reasons differ, range expan-
sion is also occurring with 
birds, such as bald eagles, 
ospreys, and wild turkeys, all 
of whom have found suitable 
habitat on Cape Ann.  What’s 
driving this trend?

Conservationists use the 
term “rewilding” to describe 
the phenomenon where 
habitat is restored and native 
flora and fauna return (or are 
reintroduced) to their former 
range. Naturalist and author 
George Monbiot describes re-
wilding as “resisting the urge 
to control nature and allow-
ing it to find its own way.”  For 
this to occur, nature needs 
some help. Conservation 
initiatives, land trusts, and 
regulations are all contribut-
ing factors.  A major reason 
for the return of beavers, 
bobcats, and black bears to 
Eastern Massachusetts can be 
traced to Ballot Question One 
in 1996 (“Wildlife Protection 
Act”) when residents voted 
overwhelmingly to outlaw 
various inhumane methods 
of trapping fur-bearing ani-
mals.

It’s hard to imagine a more 
oppressed and underappreci-
ated mammal than the North 
American beaver.  In the 17th 

Century, having obliterated 
the population of European 
beavers, the French and Brit-
ish were delighted to find a 
seemingly endless supply in 
North America.  There was 
high demand in Europe for 
beaver pelts to make felt hats 
and castoreum for medicinal 
purposes and as an ingredi-
ent in foods and perfumes 
(never mind that it came from 
a gland between the beaver’s 
anus and genitalia).  Over the 
next two centuries, beavers 
were trapped and hunted to 
near extinction.

By the late 19th Century, 
there were no beavers in 
Massachusetts.  According to 

Michael Callahan, founder of 
the Beaver Institute  in South-
ampton, “the 20th Century 
brought increased awareness 
of the value of beavers and 
wetlands . . . beavers were re-
introduced to Massachusetts 
and spread to areas where 
beavers had not been seen 

for hundreds of years.”
Beavers and humans are 

the only mammals that con-
struct their environments to 
fit their own purposes.  Be-
cause of their critical role in 
habitat creation and restora-
tion, beavers are considered 
a “keystone species.”  Dave 

Rimmer, wildlife biologist 
and Director of Land Stew-
ardship at Greenbelt  says 
that beavers “create amaz-
ing habitats for a wide range 
of mammals, birds, amphib-
ians, reptiles, fish, you name 
it.”  Are they a boon to biodi-
versity?  “Big time!”  And they 
are a mitigating influence on 
floods, wildfires, drought, 
and depletion of ground wa-
ter.  But beavers and humans 
sometimes have conflicting 
plans.

In her recent book, Bea-
verland, author Leila Phil-
ip writes, “In 2019, bea-
vers caused an estimated 
$500,000 of damage in Mas-
sachusetts by flooding roads, 
train tracks, septic systems, 
and agricultural land, as well 
as felling trees . . .” Here in 
Manchester, Eric Richardson, 
Director of Grounds at Essex 
County Club, told me the golf 
course has been flooded re-
peatedly from breaching of 
upstream beaver dams and 
backup from downstream 
dams.  In 2019, due to pub-
lic health concerns, several 
beavers that built a dam and 
lodge just below the conflu-
ence of Sawmill Brook and 
Causeway Brook were eutha-
nized.

Beavers are also environ-
mental engineers on a grand 
scale.  There’s a beaver dam 
in Alberta that’s visible from 
space.  It’s almost 2,800 
feet long, twice the span of 
Hoover Dam.  The dam was 
reported by NASA, which is 
using remote sensing to mon-
itor beaver impact on climate 
resilience and the creation of 
wetlands.

Like beavers, black bears 
and coyotes are often con-
sidered “nuisance animals.”  
By 1940, black bears were 
almost nonexistent in Massa-
chusetts due to hunting and 
loss of habitat; there are now 
approximately 4,500 in the 
state.  The comeback of black 
bears corresponds to the re-
forestation of Massachusetts 
from its nadir of 20 percent 
forest cover in the mid-1800s 
to approximately 62 percent 
today.

Bears are a matrilineal spe-
cies.  The boars (males) have 
no role in rearing cubs. Most 
of the denning of sows and 
cubs occurs west of I-495, 
but each summer, increasing 
numbers of boars too young 
to successfully compete for 
sows in estrus have been 
showing up in Eastern Mas-
sachusetts—from Arlington to 
Amesbury to the South Shore 
to Danvers last August.

Could we see a bear in Es-
sex or Manchester?  Glouces-
ter naturalist and author 
Chris Leahy says, “It’s inevi-

table, and it wouldn’t even 
surprise me to run across 
one in Dogtown.”  You might 
think the most likely place 
to encounter a bear is in 
the woods, but you’re more 
likely to see a bear in your 
backyard or raiding a dump-
ster.  Bears are opportunistic 
foragers and the people of 
central and western Massa-
chusetts have had a couple 
of decades to learn how to 
co-exist with them.  The key 
is to eliminate anything that 
might lead bears to habitu-
ate to human-provided food 
sources, like unsecured trash 
and bird feeders.

The same goes for coy-
otes.  Although they aren’t 
native to Massachusetts, 
coyotes have certainly found 
a home here.  “They are so 
prevalent on our landscape 
now,” says Dave Rimmer. 
“They’re running across the 
salt marshes, they’re running 
on the beaches, they’re in the 
woods, they’re in your trash, 
they’re everywhere.”

There are two major mis-
conceptions I often hear 
about coyotes.  First, they’re 
coming into town because of 
a loss of habitat.  No.  They’re 
coming into town because 
it’s part of their habitat. 
They find food in towns and 
even big cities.  The City of 
Chicago has a population 
of over 2,000 coyotes! Sec-
ond, they’re overpopulated 
and should be culled.  No.  
Coyotes can adjust their lit-
ter sizes based on the carry-
ing capacity of their habitat.  
Dan Flores, author of Coyote 
America, writes that one 
function of the yipping and 
howling of coyotes we hear at 
night “is to assess the size of 
the surrounding coyote pop-
ulation.”  Attempts to cull the 
coyote population elsewhere 
have failed.  Coyotes always 
find a way.

In 1856, upon noting that 
he could no longer find bea-
vers at Walden Pond, Henry 
David Thoreau wrote, “. . . the 
nobler animals have been ex-
terminated here—the cougar, 
the panther, lynx, wolverine, 
wolf, bear, moose, deer, the 
beaver . . . I cannot but feel 
as if I live in a tamed, and . . . 
emasculated country.”  

I think Thoreau would be 
pleased to see the rewilding 
taking place in Eastern Mas-
sachusetts today.  After all, 
he also wrote, “In wildness is 
the preservation of man.”

Jim Behnke is a Manchester-
based nature writer whose sto-
ries have appeared in On the 
Water, Outside, and Scientific 
American.  He has been a con-
tributor to The Cricket since 
2019.

The Rewilding of Cape Ann
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With its primary predators—wolves and cougars—eradicated from the East, the coyote began expanding its range east of the Mississippi, 
reaching Western Massachusetts in the 1950s.  (Courtesy of Lucia Hackett)

The beaver is North America’s largest rodent. They live in family groups and use the tail slap to warn 
family members of possible danger.  (Courtesy of John Randell) 

The bobcat is primarily nocturnal and feeds on small mammals and birds. Adult bobcats can weigh up 
to 35 pounds.  (Courtesy of Dan Prosser)

Like this young male photographed in Bedford, bears love raiding 
birdfeeders. Why? A large feeder of black-oil sunflower seeds has the 
caloric equivalent of 10 cheese pizzas! (Courtesy  John and Donna Betz)

Sales service rentals

we fix all makes

Come visit our new location 
@ 21C Lexington Ave, Magnolia

(978) 712-8012

Grand opening Feb 2
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Girls Lacrosse:
The Hornets have been on a 
roll during week four of the 
spring season!  Their Tues-
day victory against the Lyn-
nfield Pioneers in the Cape 
Ann League brings their 
league record to 2-1.  The fi-
nal score of 14-4 reflects the 
team’s hard work on both 
offense and defense, result-
ing in another solid win.  
Mechi O’Neil led the charge 
with six goals, closely fol-
lowed by Abby Kent with 
four.  On Friday, the Hornets 
faced Triton and dominated 
the field throughout all four 
quarters.  With a nine-point 
lead at halftime the Hor-

nets made a few positional 
changes leading to a few new 
career accomplishments.  
Sophomore Teyah Fleming, 
senior Gabbi D’Andrea, and 
freshman Sarah Broadbent 
all scored their first career 
goals.  Additionally, Harper 
Brooks contributed her first 
goal of the season, extend-
ing the Hornets’ lead to 13.  
Defensively, junior goalie 
Brigid Carovillano continued 
her impressive performance, 
securing yet another shutout 
for her career stats.  Mean-
while, junior attacker Sylvie 
McCavanagh not only scored 
two goals in the offensive 
circle but also demonstrated 

impeccable game sense by 
setting up her teammates for 
numerous opportunities near 
the net.  With this decisive 
win, the Hornets now boast 
an impressive 5-1 record and 
are well-positioned for suc-
cess.  They’re gearing up for 
a Friday matchup against 
Georgetown, followed by 
a Sunday game against the 
Hamilton Wenham Generals 
where they hope to add two 
more commanding wins to 
their record. 

Boys Lacrosse:
The Manchester Essex boys’ 
lacrosse team finished 1-1, 
splitting their games last 
week between Lynnfield los-
ing 15-12, and beating Triton 
on the road winning 11-9.  
Senior Quinn Brady reached 
a milestone on Tuesday vs 
Lynnfield, recording his 
100th career goal, and cur-
rently at 106 on his four-year 
varsity career.  The Hornets 
are currently 2-2 in the CAL 
and 5-2 on the season.  They 
host Amesbury HS on Tues-
day, 4/30 on Hyland Field 
and travel to D4 powerhouse 
Weston HS on Saturday for an 
afternoon out of conference 
game.  This will be the first 
time Manchester Essex will 
play a top 5 team in the state 
for a regular season game in 

nearly eight years. 

Baseball:
Manchester Essex started off 
the week with a home game 
against Pentucket on Tues-
day, 4/22. Nick Brown and 
Satchel Rubin both pitched 
and only let up 2 Earned runs 
in a solid effort.  Troy Flood, 
Connor St. Laurant, and Ross 
Edelstein each had a hit.  
While the Hornets ultimately 
lost 4-0, it was a great game.

The following day, the 
Hornets traveled to North 
Reading.  Chris Heim went 
2-2 with 2 RBI’s and a stolen 
base.  Parker Woodman hit 
a 2 RBI double.  Troy Flood 
tripled and scored a run.  
Despite a strong offensive ef-
fort, the Hornets fell to North 
Reading 7-6 in the bottom of 
the 7th.  

Manchester Essex finished 
the week strong with a home 
game against Rockport on 
Saturday, 4/27.  The Hornets 
secured their first victory of 
the week, defeating Rock-
port 12-7.  Troy Flood was 3-4 
with a HR and 2b.  He drove 
in 4 with 2 runs scored.  Matt 
Mckenna was 2-4 with 3 RBI’s 
and 2 stolen bases.  Nick 
Glass contributed with 2 hits 
and an RBI double.  Connor 
St Laurent was 1-1 with an RBI 
Double.  Chris Heim got the 

win on the mound.

Sailing:
Wednesday, April 24 The 
Hornets were ready to take 
on Beverly, and Pingree was 
competing against visiting 
Concord Academy, when a 
front hurried through our 
sailing area.  

We had initiated a starting 
sequence when we observed 
dark rain clouds coming 
down towards us from the 
direction of Salem, with the 
threat of rain and a sharp 
burst in wind speeds.  A few 
boats capsized, while the 
coach boats gave assistance 
as others managed to take 
down their mainsails and 
ride out the winds with just 
their jibs.  As expected, the 
squall passed through quick-
ly, and we reset the course for 
the new wind.  Manchester 
squared off against Beverly, 
while Pingree and Concord 
headed back to the docks.

In Race 1, the Hornets 
jumped into an early lead 
in the full breeze, finishing 
the race with a 1, 2, 3, for 6 
points, versus Beverly’s 15.  
In Race 2, the Beverly sailors 
turned the tide and managed 
to achieve a 1, 2, 6, beating 
the Hornets’ 3, 4, 5.  But our 
sailors tightened things up 
and came back with another 
1, 2, 3, to seal the victory.

Thursday, April 25, The 
Hornets beat Pingree by the 
tight score of 3 races to 2.  

Eager to improve the pre-
vious day’s score while also 
getting the entire squad into 
the action, we started out 
with our top sailors in the 
boats and won the first two 
races handily.  But when we 
subbed in the JV sailors, the 
wheels fell off, and we lost 
two races by narrow margins. 
Getting the top sailors off the 
bench once more, we man-
aged to jump off the starting 
line and win the last race in a 
convincing manner.  It was a 
fun day of racing, and every-
one on the squad managed to 
participate in the effort.

Sunday, April 28 we head-
ed up to Portland to compete 
in the qualifying races for the 
New England High School 
Fleet Racing Championship, 
the O’Day.  The team was 
hampered by the absence 
of our top skipper due to an 
illness.  Our next two skip-
pers, Nicholas Bock and Grey 
Brooks, with Cole Cote and 
Thaddeus Bardsley crewing, 
had trouble with the condi-
tions and the strong competi-
tion, finishing in the bottom 
half, but picking up some 
valuable experience in a new 
venue. On May 2nd, we will 
take on Landmark at home, 
and on Saturday we will send 
our 9th and 10th graders to 
the Freshman-Sophomore 
Regatta on Lake Massapoag 
in Sharon, MA, and two 
teams to the North Shore In-
vitational at Manchester.

Pitching Has Been Key for ME Baseball in 2024

By Jason Brisbois 

Pitching, as much as any-
thing else, has been the 
key so far for the Man-

chester Essex (ME) baseball 
team.

The Hornets have gone 
4-4 to start the season and 

are still in the middle of fine-
tuning everything around a 
pitching staff that has been 
an anchor for this team in the 
early going.

“We are pitching very well 
compared to last year and 
even in our losses we are 
competitive,” explains ME 

baseball coach BJ Weed.  “We 
have improved on defense by 
making more plays and not 
letting errors snowball. We 
need to continue to improve 
on the little things offensive-
ly: bunting, baserunning and 
situational hitting.”

While the Hornets work 

out the kinks, they can lean 
on a pitching staff that in-
cludes Matteo Sarmanian, 
who has allowed only two 
earned runs over 16 innings 
and struck out 21, as well as 
Troy Flood, who is providing 
a boost both on the mound 
and at the plate (two home 

runs so far in 2024).
Outside of that, there have 

been signs of progress on de-
fense and offense for ME.

“We are finding our iden-
tity, moving some guys game-
to-game to find our best for-
mula.”

That includes some young, 
talented players finding their 
footing on the varsity stage.

“Parker Woodman as a 
sophomore has driven the 
ball very well in the four-
hole,” explains Weed.  “Con-
nor St. Laurant as a freshmen 
won the first base job and has 
played great defense and is 
starting to hit the ball well. 
An eighth grader, Nick Glass, 
has played beyond his years 
as our starting catcher and 
eighth Grader Kevin Heim 
has played a great SS for us 
when Troy pitches.”

ME started the season with 
a pair of losses to Arlington 
Catholic and Marblehead, 
but a 6-1 win over Hamilton-
Wenham on April 10 resulted 

in a three-game win-streak 
(with victories over Ipswich 
on April 16 and Amesbury on 
April 21). “Beating Hamilton-
Wenham in the third game of 
the year gave us confidence 
after starting 0-2,” says Weed.

Losses to Pentucket and 
North Reading followed, but 
the Hornets once again right-
ed the ship with a 12-7 win 
over cross-town rival Rock-
port on April 27.  The hope 
is that the team can use that 
victory as the starting point 
for another winning streak, 
with a home game against 
Georgetown scheduled for 
April 30, Newburyport com-
ing to town on May 2 (4:30 
p.m.), and a rematch against 
Hamilton-Wenham at home 
on April 4.

“We have a tough week 
with an undefeated George-
town team Tuesday, a very 
good Newburyport team 
Thursday, and Hamilton-
Wenham Saturday,” says 
Weed.

 In the Hornets’ Nest

800-736-4929
ScottEnergyCo.com
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This ad space has been purchased by the ScottEnergy Company  
and is offered free of charge to local non-profits 501(c)(3) and  

public organizations. Call the Manchester Cricket at 978-526-7171  
to reserve this space for your group.

Supporting Our Community Since 1946

8th grader Slade Gorton at the mound. (Photo Erika Brown)
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From Fungi to Foraging
Tuesday, May 7 at 7 p.m.  Learn about fungi with special 
guest Jana Harris.  Fungi history, terminology, hunting safe-
ty and ethics, growing them in your garden and more.  No 
registration required.

Healthy Eating Habits Workshop
Wednesday, May 29 at 7 p.m.  Registration required.

Pet Loss Grief Support
Monday, May 13 at 7 p.m.  Join grief support specialist Marla 
Andrews of Humane Hearts, LLC.  If you have experienced 
the loss of a beloved pet or are anticipating a loss, please join 
us for a conversation about this topic and find support avail-
able to help guide you.  No registration required.

Community Book Group
Monday, May 20 at 10 a.m.  Join us for a discussion of “Se-
crets of the Sprakkar” by Eliza Reid.

Regional Social Worker
Wednesdays, 9 a.m.-12 noon in the first-floor meeting room.  
Free, private, and confidential, learn about resources, gain 
strategies and skill to assist in stress reduction and manage-
ment.  No appointment necessary.

CFCE Science Thursdays
Thursdays 9-10 a.m. for ages 2-6 years old.  Join Ms. Christine 
for some STEAM fun, you will listen to stories, then explore 
science, technology, engineering, art, and math.  Space is 
limited so please register.

ESSEX POLICE NOTES 

MONDAY, APRIL 22
12:57 a.m.  Western Ave., motor vehicle crash, report to fol-
low. 7:48 a.m.  Spring St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
11:35 a.m.  John Wise Ave., citizen assist, secured/checked.
4:18 p.m.  Lakeshore Dr., animal complaint, notification 
made.

TUESDAY, APRIL 23
9:25 a.m.  Centennial Grove Rd., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 3:52 p.m.  John Wise Ave., animal complaint, no-
tification made. 6:08 p.m.  Spring St., directed patrol, se-
cured/checked. 8:47 p.m.  Main St., selective enforcement, 
secured/checked.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24
12:32 a.m.  Eastern Ave., selective enforcement, no action 
taken. 1:22 a.m.  Story St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
1:40 a.m.  John Wise Ave., directed patrol, secured/checked.
7:15 a.m.  Conomo Point Rd., directed patrol, secured/
checked.

THURSDAY, APRIL 25
7:51 a.m.  Eastern Ave., disabled motor vehicle, assisted 
as needed. 8:23 a.m.  Belcher St., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 3:48 p.m.  Main St., selective enforcement, other.
5:38 p.m.  Martin St., selective enforcement, no action taken.

FRIDAY, APRIL 26
9:42 a.m.  John Wise Ave, citizen assist, report to follow.
10:47 a.m.  Pickering St., community policing, other.
2:38 p.m.  Martin St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
8:00 p.m.  Centennial Grove Rd., suspicious activity, spoken 
to.

SATURDAY, APRIL 27
1:31 a.m.  Eastern Ave., selective enforcement, no action tak-
en. 1:49 a.m.  Chebacco Terrace, directed patrol, secured/
checked. 2:13 p.m.  Route 128NB, directed patrol, secured/
checked. 6:30 p.m.  Grove St., directed patrol, secured/
checked.

SUNDAY, APRIL 28
7:15 a.m.  Chebacco Terrace, directed patrol, secured/
checked. 1:18 p.m.  Choate St., male fall, secured/checked.
5:14 p.m.  Martin St., selective enforcement, no action taken.
9:23 p.m.  Scotts Way, directed patrol, secured/checked.

Library guests enjoyed a royal evening with actress Sheryl 
Faye performing “Her Majesty:  Queen Elizabeth II” followed by 
teatime.  (Courtesy Photo)

Town Administrator’s Report
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 
of April 22, 2024
Report covers from April 6, 
2024 to April 19, 2024

Installation of Conomo 
Point Ramp, Float, and 
Water Access Stairs
Our marine contractor will 
soon install the subject 
equipment at the small, wa-
terfront park at Conomo 
Point, for the season.

Drain Clog and Backup 
in Public Safety Facility
A drain in the public safety 
facility experienced a seri-
ous blockage on April 16, 
2024 and backed up sewage-
contaminated water into the 
building.  The clog was on 
the street level and backed 
up water drained down 
through the ceiling to the 
police offices on the lower 
level.  The Chief of Police 
brought in a remediation 
specialist immediately af-
ter having a drain company 
visit the building to clear the 
blockage.  The TA has con-
nected the Chief with our 
insurer since cleanup and re-
pair costs may be substantial 
and are likely covered by our 
insurance policy.

Finalization of Annual 
Town Meeting Motions
The Board reviewed pre-
liminary ATM motions at the 
last meeting and we have 
updated the motions in ac-
cordance with the Board’s 
guidance.

Quarterly Review of Ex-
ecutive Session Minutes
Chairman Pereen has re-
viewed unreleased execu-

tive session minutes as she 
does on a quarterly basis 
and has discussed with me 
her recommendations for 
potential release.  The TA 
has reviewed the recommen-
dations with Town Counsel 
and several matters can be 
considered concluded, war-
ranting the release of the 
minutes.

Site Visit to Owner Un-
known Parcel Adjacent 
to Route 128
Chairman Pereen and the TA 
and Economic Development 
Committee Chair Jodi Harris 
accessed the subject parcel 
from abutting private prop-
erty (with permission from 
that abutter) just to under-
stand the topography and 
possible depth to bedrock.  
This preliminary viewing 
of the area confirms steep 
slopes and shallow depth 
to bedrock.  While the site 
conditions on this parcel 

are generally not ideal for 
future development, some 
portions of the property 
may be useful.  Our title ex-
aminer is continuing to re-
view area property deeds in 
an effort to understand past 
ownership and possibly to 
approach this parcel from a 
tax-title taking perspective in 
the future.

Closeout Meeting for 
Community Planning 
Grant
Mr. Zubricki participated in 
the subject meeting on April 
10, 2024 along with Chair-
man Pereen, Planning Board 
members, Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council personnel, 
and others.  MAPC was in-
terested in collecting feed-
back from the Town with 
respect to how the project 
played out.  Comments were 
registered concerning how 
public engagement could 
be improved in the future 

and how exercises could 
have been better tailored 
to the average citizen in a 
more understandable way.  
All agreed that the project 
final summary report would 
benefit from additional de-
tail and cross-referencing of 
work products and MAPC is 
preparing a revision to that 
report.

Town Administrator 
Leave
Mr. Zubricki was out of the 
office, on leave, on April 12, 
2024, and for a portion of 
the day on April 17, 2024.

Patriots’ Day Holiday
The office was closed on 
April 15, 2024 in observance 
of the subject holiday.
This report is available at 
www.essexma.org on the 
morning after any regularly 
scheduled Essex Board of Se-
lectmen’s Meeting.

Essex Senior Living | May 3
The Essex Council on Aging 
offers a variety of events and 
trips for seniors. For further 
information or to sign up for 
an event, please call the Essex 
COA Office at 978-768-7932 or 
visit the Senior Center at 17 
Pickering Street.

Monday Groove (Video), 
Mondays, 9:30 a.m.: Get 
your dancing shoes on and 
join this fun, energetic dance 
class! Video, no instructor. 
$5 donation suggested.

Creative Connections: 
Mondays, 10 a.m. - 12 noon: 
Bring your art projects or 
start a new one at our Open 
Art time! We have some sup-

plies and would love to see 
you!

Arts Group: Tuesdays, 1 - 3 
p.m.: Are you artsy? Do you 
love to paint, knit, crochet, 
or sew? Do you like creat-
ing different projects? Join 
us with your own project or 
help with making items for 
the Friends Boutique.

Balance in Motion, Tues-
days, and Fridays, 10 a.m.: 
$5 Donation requested.

Fitness With Gil: Wednes-
days, 10 a.m.: Start your 
day then with Gil and focus 
on strength, stamina, and 
stretching... energize your-

self and leave feeling good! 
$5 Donation suggested.

Technology Assistance, 
Wednesdays 1-3 p.m.: Do 
you have questions about 
your computer, tablet, 
phone, or other technologi-
cal challenges? Drop in and 
see Curt or Bill for help.
Games with Gil at the Se-
nior Center: Wednesdays 
1 - 3 p.m.: ALL AGES WEL-
COME, come play BOARD 
games or Scrabble, Boggle, 
Cribbage, Backgammon, 
join us or bring a friend and 
come play ANYTIME!

Walking Club: Want to 
get some exercise but con-

cerned about winter road 
conditions? Enjoy the Gor-
don College Bennett Center 
indoor walking track for 
FREE! Mondays, Wednes-
days & Fridays, 9:30- 11:30 
a.m. Please register by call-
ing Hamilton-Wenham Rec-
reation 978-468-2178. Trans-
portation is available from 
CATA.

Grab and Go Meals, Mon-
days & Thursdays, 12 Noon 
(must be picked up by 
12:30 p.m.): Monday meals 
provided by Open Door, 
Thursday meals provided 
by Senior Care. Please regis-
ter two business days in ad-
vance – 978-768-7932.

"Spring For Cleaning"
Feel Better, Stimulate Your Senses

Complete House Detail
Regular Routines
Brass/Silver Polishing
Kitchen Floors Restored
Post-Construction
Window Washing
Chandliers

978-526-4741
Estate Caretaking & Management Services Available | Bonded & Insured
Post Office Box 52, MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944

#workfunhome

Essex Locals 
115 Years Ago – 1909

Monday was a cold raw 
day with high wind in 
great contrast to that of 
the preceding Monday 
which was the warm-
est April 19th for several 
years.

90 Years Ago – 1934
The seniors of the High 
School reported a glori-
ous time on their spring 
visit to New York city be-
ing chaperoned by their 
teacher Mrs. Durnion.  
They were especially in-

Third singles Sienna Crocker returns a shot from her Amesbury opponent during Friday’s match against the Red Hawks.  The Hornets 
took the W 5-0.  ME stands at 6-1 at this point of the season.                                                                                                                    (Photo: Paul Clark)
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Shop Thoughts: 
Event on May 5 Asks: Can New England 

Make Things Again?

Unforgettable Afternoon Planned in Cape Ann Symphony 
Presents The Three B’s Concert

By Sam Pfeifle

Looking around at all of 
the old mill buildings 
and tanneries that have 

been turned into fashionable 
shopping areas and apart-
ment buildings, it’s easy to 
think of New England’s man-
ufacturing history as a thing 
of the distant past, like Paul 
Revere and women wearing 
corsets.  

But the factory that is at 
the core of Jamie Sayen’s new 
“You Had a Job for Life” just 
closed in 2007; and Rachel 
Slade’s new “Making It in 
America” notes that rough-
ly 100,000 manufacturing 
plants have been lost nation-
wide since the passage of 
NAFTA in 1994, many of them 
throughout New England. 

This Sunday, May 5 at 2 
p.m. at Hastings House in 
Beverly Farms, Sayen and 
Slade will join me in discus-
sion as the Book Shop’s Sun-
day Salon Series returns to 
tackle the topic of what hap-
pened to American manu-
facturing, the people who 

worked those jobs, the towns 
that sprang up around those 
factories, and where we are 
now.  It’s inspiring to think 
that manufacturing began in 
New England with utopian 
ideals, as with Francis Cabot 
Lowell, who argued that his 
workers “would be housed 

and fed by the company and 
remain employed only a few 
years rather than form a per-
manently downtrodden un-
derclass.”

But, as Sayen shows, hav-
ing a community and town 
too dependent on its largest 
employer can lead to exploi-

tation and, eventually, be-
trayal and abandonment.  His 
profile of Groveton, NH, is in-
credibly detailed in its depic-
tion of avaricious owners and 
the working people who suf-
fered from their indifference 
to the public good.  Slade, 
however, seeks to provide 
hope with her profile of the 
Waxmans, whose effort to re-

turn manufacturing to Maine 
is both a labor of love and, 
potentially, a way forward. 

As their books demon-
strate, the loss of manufactur-
ing isn’t just about the loss of 
9-to-5 jobs that paid enough 
to cover the mortgage and 
the car payment, but also 
about a general security and 
the ability for communities 

to control their own destiny, 
rather than find themselves 
at the whim of far-off and un-
caring billionaires.  Remem-
ber the supply-chain crisis 
that COVID caused? How less-
ened would the impact have 
been with our 1980s manu-
facturing base? 

We’ll explore these ques-
tions and so much more at 
the Hastings House on Sun-
day.  Please come and join us 
and offer your thoughts. 

What Happened to US 
Manufacturing
(A Book Shop of Beverly 
Farms Salon Talk)
Sunday, May 5, 2 p.m.
Hastings House | 14 Oak St, 
Beverly Farms
bookshopofbeverlyfarms.com/
events

Sam Pfeifle is the co-owner 
of the Book Shop of Beverly 
Farms. When he’s not busy 
managing the website and 
newsletter, he writes and plays 
music with the World Famous 
Grassholes from his homebase 
in Maine. 

As the Cape Ann Sym-
phony’s 72nd Con-
cert Season draws to 

a close, anticipation builds 
for the grand finale: “The 
Three B’s Concert featur-
ing Beethoven, Bizet, and 
Brahms.”

The production will take 
place at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 
12 at Manchester-Essex High 
School auditorium.

The Three B’s Concert 

takes its name from a careful-
ly curated selection designed 
to work together and open 
the audience’s eyes to some-
thing new.  It will open with 
Beethoven’s stirring Egmont 
Overture, setting the tone for 
an evening of musical mas-
tery.  Following this, the pro-
duction will ease into Bizet’s 
Symphony in C, a youthful 
and spirited composition that 
showcases the composer’s re-

markable talent.  The “pièce 
de resistance” of the after-
noon will be Brahms’ majes-
tic Violin Concerto, featuring 
the virtuosic talents of Lucia 
Lin, esteemed violinist of the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra.

Yoichi Udagawa, the 
Cape Ann Symphony’s Mu-
sic Director and Conduc-
tor said the last concert of 
the 72nd season will feature 
“three special Bs—the mu-

sic of Beethoven, Bizet, and 
Brahms. The Beethoven 
Egmont is powerful and ex-
citing. The Bizet is a youthful 
work full of high spirits, spar-
kle, and tremendous charm. 
He wrote the work when he 
was still 17, and his incredible 
genius is on full display. The 
Brahms monumental Violin 
Concerto will feature violinist 
Lucia Lin. She’s an incredible 
artist, virtuoso, and musi-

cian, and we all love working 
with her.”

Lin is indeed renowned for 
her extraordinary talent, and 
brings a wealth of experience 
to the stage.  With a career 
spanning international per-
formances and collabora-
tions with prestigious orches-
tras, including the Boston 
Pops Orchestra and the St. 
Louis Symphony Orchestra, 
Lin’s performance with the 
Cape Ann Symphony prom-
ises to be a highlight of the 
season, building on her past 
successes with the orchestra.

Born in Champaign-Ur-
bana, Illinois, Lin’s musical 
journey has taken her across 
continents and through a 
variety of prestigious posi-
tions.  From her early debut 
with the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra to her tenure as 
Concertmaster with the Lon-
don Symphony Orchestra, 
her dedication to her craft is 

evident.  Lin is also a profes-
sor of music at Boston Uni-
versity’s College of Fine Arts.

Tickets for The Three B’s 
Concert are $45 for adults to 
$5 for youth aged 12 and un-
der. 

With a legacy spanning 
over seven decades, the Cape 
Ann Symphony continues to 
enrich the cultural landscape 
of the region.  Under the lead-
ership of Music Director Yoi-
chi Udagawa, the orchestra 
remains committed to pro-
viding unparalleled musical 
experiences for audiences of 
all ages.

Cape Ann Symphony’s The 
Three B’s: Beethoven, Bi-
zet, and Brahms 
Sunday, May 12 at 2 p.m.
ME Regional High School Au-
ditorium
Lincoln Street, Manchester
$45 adults, $5 youth 12 and 
under

Authors Jamie Sayen and Rachel Slade are the featured speakers next week in the Book Shop of Beverly Farms’ salon exploring the dynamics behind the loss of America’s manufacturing base. (Courtesy images)

Violinist Lucia Lin of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. Yoichi Udagawa, the Cape Ann Symphony’s Music Director and Conductor.  Courtesy Images

Honest Dependable Hardworking

MAINTENANCE 
& A-1A-1 CARPET CLEANING

(978) 281-0975 sales@A1CarpetCapeAnn.com

Commercial & Residential Cleaning
Call or email today and 

Ask About Our 
AREA RUG CLEANING SPECIAL

Pickup & Delivery Available
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Jane Deering Gallery Features Renata Fryshara

ME Softball Team Working on 
Its Finishing Touch

By Jason Brisbois

The term “finishing 
skills” is traditionally 
applied to sports like 

basketball or soccer, but Man-
chester Essex (ME) softball 
coach Frank Sarro is hoping 
his team can find a way to ap-
ply it to their game as well.

The Hornets are 4-4 to this 
point and have shown some 
promise in the first eight 
games of the season: Close 
wins against Hamilton-Wen-
ham (a 4-3 victory on April 
8) and Ipswich (an 11-10 win 
on April 15) certainly shows 
the team’s ability to put the 

finishing touches on a game.  
Sarro states he was hoping 
to see more of that mindset 
in a 17-11 win over Rockport 
on April 26, one in which the 
mercy rule could have been 
applied early in the game 
had ME finished up in a simi-
lar manner to the previous 
games.

We came out in the third 
inning with a 15-0 lead, and 
it was 17-0 in the fourth,” 
says Sarro. “After that, we 
gave up runs but never came 
back on offense ourselves.  It 
was a great game in the first 
four innings, and they really 
hit well, but even the players 

acknowledged after the game 
that they have to keep push-
ing forward and not letting 
up.”

When this team pushes 
and doesn’t let up, it can be 
a scary proposition for op-
ponents.  This group Anna 
Gardner, Abby Aiello, and Ce-
lia Mann each hit home runs 
in the Rockport win and are 
among some of the team’s 
top batters: Aiello leads the 
team in hitting, and Gard-
ner has hit at a .348 clip af-
ter starting the season going 
0-for-9 at the plate.  Catcher 
Cami Friedrich has one of 
the highest OBPs on the team 

and is hitting just under .400.  
Also of note was the play of 
Lucy Parmalee.

“They worked a lot in the 
offseason,” Sarro says of his 
players.  “They’ve improved 
offensively and given us a 
lift.”

The offensive lift has 
helped offset some of the 
Hornets’ defensive inconsis-
tencies.

“We’re kind of going back 
to the drawing board a bit 
with our defense,” explains 
Sarro.  “[On April 28], we 
had time for players to do 
some individual defensive 
drills and then work out on 
defense as a team.  We’re also 
in the middle of looking at 
different players in different 
positions.”

After that, it was back to 
game time, with Manchester 
Essex hosting Georgetown 
on April 29 before heading to 
Newburyport on May 1 and a 
road rematch with Hamilton-
Wenham on May 3.

“Georgetown is the num-
ber one team in their divi-
sion, they’re playing very 
well,” says Sarro.  “That’s a 
good test for us. Newbury-
port on Wednesday is a tough 
team, and Friday is Hamilton-
Wenham, which is always a 
big game for us in our confer-
ence.”

Hopefully spending some 
time on defense in practice 
and focusing on their finish-
ing skills will help the Hornets 
navigate this week’s gauntlet 
and collect a few more wins.

“I like the fact that we 
are able to win some close 
games,” says Sarro.  “We beat 
Hamilton-Wenham by one 
run, we beat Ipswich by one 
run.  We’ve had some good, 
timely hitting.  I feel like we 
just need to keep our pedal to 
the medal to win games.”

Artist Carmela Martin 
Showing in Gloucester 

April 30 – June 28

Cape Ann artist Renata 
Fryshara will be fea-
tured in an exhibit, 

“life | capsules” at Jane Deer-
ing Gallery in Gloucester 
through May 26.

An opening reception is 
planned from 3 to 6 p.m. 
this Saturday May 4.

Fryshara’s exhibition 
has a lot to say.  About the 
timeline of life, personal 
experience, the world.  At 
the core of her work is the 
intersection between col-
lective humanity and hu-
man beings in the singular.  
Her work presents dichoto-
mies—capsules of time past 
and time present; the cos-
mic and the minute; the ex-
terior and the interior; the 
quiet and the fierce; kind-
ness and cruelty.  Frysha-
ra’s drawings give equal  
thought to the vast—the 
ocean, the moon, moun-
tains, the mass of granite, 
the girth of trees, unbound-
ed dreams—as they do to 
the contained—the tininess 
of life-generating seeds, the 
labyrinth, a thread.

Look closely at her work.  
There is a range of emotion—
curiosity, contentment, un-
certainty, sadness, indepen-
dence, loneliness, joy, loss.  
The universal psyche and 
the private perception.     

And in a charming series 
of early drawings, the artist 
offers a look at memorable 
items from her home—a 
table, a sewing machine, an 
embroidered cloth, a grand-
mother’s hand, a lamp, a 
colored pencil, the dog, 
a rug, the bed, the potted 
plant, a child’s portrait—the 
mundane and the precious. 
A collection we would all 
recognize; they touch us 

Gloucester-based art-
ist Carmela Martin’s 
paintings will be fea-

tured through June 28 in the 
Main Street lobby exhibit 
space of BankGloucester.

A reception will be held 
from 10 a.m. to noon Sat-
urday, giving the public an 
opportunity to view the art-
work and at which guests will 
have a chance to meet the 
artist and ask questions while 
enjoying some light refresh-
ments. 

Carmela Martin was born 
in Connecticut and received 
her B.A. in Psychology from 
Connecticut College.  Her in-
terest in drawing and paint-
ing began in childhood, was 
pursued sporadically while 
raising a family and serving 
in many volunteer positions, 
and finally became a focus 
of her life in 2006.  She has 
taken courses at Montser-
rat College of Art and stud-
ied with many gifted and 
renowned artists from the 
North Shore and beyond.  
Her paintings are in private 
and corporate collections in 
the U.S. and abroad.

Martin is an artist member 
of the North Shore Arts As-
sociation where she served 
a term on the Board of Di-
rectors. She is also an artist 
member of the National As-
sociation of Women Artists, 
and of its Massachusetts 
chapter, of the Rockport 
Art Association & Museum, 
the Experimental Group at 
RAA&M, the Newburyport 
Art Association and Rocky 
Neck Art Colony.  

Carmela Martin Paintings
Through June 28
BankGloucester | 160 Main 
St., Gloucester
$ free

all. These are universal ob-
jects treasured across time 
and geography. Fryshara 
brings them to our attention 
through quiet impressions. 

Renata Fryshara was born 
in Moravia in the Czech Re-

public.  Educated at the 
University of West Bohemia, 
Pilsen, Czech Republic; fur-
ther studies at the Academy 
of Arts, Architecture and 
Design, Prague; and the 
Maastricht Academy of Fine 

Arts, Maastricht, Nether-
lands.  Her teaching experi-
ence includes positions at 
the Academy of Fine Arts, 
Maastricht, Netherlands; and  
Montserrat College of Art, 
Beverly MA. Further work as 

journalist and photojournal-
ist in Prague. The artist main-
tains a studio and gallery in 
Rockport MA. 

This is her first solo exhibi-
tion with Jane Deering Gal-
lery.

life | capsules
Jane Deering Gallery
19 Pleasant St., Gloucester
$ free 
info@janedeeringgallery.
com

Standing My Ground, 2024 by Renata Fryshara. (Courtesy image)

Manchester Essex Regional High School students Anna O’Leary and JP McDonald gave out information 
recycling, composting and other sustainability issues to the public in front of the Manchester Post Office 

Saturday.  Courtesy photo

Hornet Celia Mann hauls in a pop fly from a Georgetown hitter on Monday.  ME dropped the game 3 -7 
against the Royals.  The Hornets are 4-5 as of press time.  (Photo Paul Clark)
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SudokuPuzzlePuzzle
THEME: THE 1960s

ACROSS
1. “Odyssey” author
6. Time in NYC
9. Pay as you earn, acr.
13. Avoid paying taxes
14. Also
15. Rolled up, on a farm
16. From distant past
17. News channel acronym
18. Very angry
19. *____ Invasion
21. *Vostok I pilot
23. Spring water resort
24. Talcum powder ingredient
25. Muted order
28. Sports award
30. Doled out, as in soup
35. Future atty.’s exam
37. Engage for service
39. In all sincerity
40. *____ Preminger, director of “Exo-
dus”
41. Petri dish jellies
43. DDS exam
44. Gordon Gekko: “____ is good”
46. Barbershop sound
47. Bread pocket
48. Rumor
50. Whiskey straight, e.g.
52. Cubby hole
53. One-horse carriage
55. *#29 Down invasion coordinator
57. *TV’s Tony Nelson’s “dream”
61. *”8 1/2” and “La Dolce Vita” di-
rector
65. Lake scum
66. Toothpaste type
68. Baited
69. Thorny
70. Anger
71. Last eight in college basketball
72. Kill
73. Lamentable
74. Bob Marley, e.g.
DOWN
1. *____ Alpert & the Tijuana Brass
2. Last word over walkie-talkie

3. Algeria’s southern neighbor
4. Written corrections
5. Chef’s guide
6. *____ A Sketch toy, launched in 1960
7. *Just one of “My Three ____”
8. Polynesian kingdom
9. Prefix with trooper or legal
10. Resembling wings
11. Abominable humanoid
12. *#57 Across actress

15. Large feline (2 words)
20. The Obamas’ daughter
22. *”A Man for ____ Seasons” movie
24. Political repression
25. Nordic gl hwein
26. *____Turf
27. Man behind Windows
29. *Bay of ____ Invasion
31. *”Turn on, tune in, ____ out”
32. Shockingly graphic

33. Fill with optimism
34. *”The Times They Are A-Chan-
gin’” singer-songwriter
36. Three on a certain sloth
38. It’s between Ohio and Ontario
42. *#21 Across - first man in ____
45. *”Mary Poppins” producer
49. Not Beta or Kappa
51. Farm tool
54. Front of cuirass

56. Spurious wing
57. Kickboxing moves
58. Twelfth month of Jewish year
59. City of Taj Mahal
60. “____ a soul”
61. Ran off
62. Purple flower
63. Not gross
64. Brainchild
67. E in B.C.E.

Solutions on Page 11

CHURCHILL PROPERTIES
266 Cabot St, Unit 7, Beverly  |  169 Bay Rd, Hamilton |  49 Union St, Manchester  

230 North St, Unit 2, Danvers  |  127 Eastern Ave, Gloucester  |  1 Merrimac St, Suite 6, Newburyport 

Call 833-MOVING-9  |  Visit www.ChurchillProp.com

Want to Know the Value of YOUR Home?
Finding out has never been easier! 

Go to ChurchillProp.com and use the  
Churchill Instant Price Valuation Tool. 

This tool will instantly give you the value range and 
estimated value of your home. Try it today!

MARBLEHEAD
“TWELVE LANTERNS”- A Mediterranean 

villa on Marblehead Neck, known as “Isabella 
Stewart Gardner’s Marblehead secret”

$2,595,000 | Karen Bernier | 978-807-5580

ESSEX
CHIC CONTEMPORARY- Panoramic 

marsh and river views! This amazing custom 
contemporary overlooks the Great Mash.

$3,195,000 | Karen Bernier | 978-807-5580

GLOUCESTER
“PRUDENCE HILL”- A rare opportunity to 

own one of Gloucester’s  historic “Back Shore” 
properties. Ocean views of rocky coastline.
$2,995,000 | Karen Bernier | 978-807-5580

BOSTON
Welcome home to this lovely two bedroom,  
two bath condo situated on one of the South 

End’s tree-lined cul-de-sacs.
$1,149,000 | Theresa DiPiro | 617-275-6624

IPSWICH
Welcome to 6 Oakhurst Ave. This ranch style 
home is sited on a nice size lot in a peaceful 

highly sought-after neighborhood.  
$649,000 | Antonia Frank | 978-879-8610

IPSWICH
Contemporary townhome invites you to live 

the North Shore lifestyle you are dreaming of 
in elegance, comfort and convenience! 

$829,000 | Alli Allmendinger | 978-325-2702

GEORGETOWN
This Colonial gem, conveniently situated near 

downtown Georgetown, exudes charm and 
character. Lovely home in a great town.
  $599,900 | Tara Farley | 603-247-7800

MANCHESTER
With peaceful overland views to Kettle 

Cove, this beautiful Colonial is located in the 
sought-after neighborhood of Hickory Hill. 
$1,739,000 | Kelly Blagden | 978-771-7791

WENHAM
Drenched in natural light, this character filled, 
energy-efficient home boasts an enviable open 

floor plan, perfect for entertaining.  
$1,100,000 | Tracey Hutchinson | 978-473-9720

NEWBURY
Immaculate newer colonial in a highly desirable 

location, a short distance to the Upper Green, 
Merrimack River, and Plum Island Beach.   

$1,250,000 | Leshia Crestin | 617-543-3104

MANCHESTER
“FIELDS ROCK” is a direct oceanfront 

property, built in 1885, with commanding views 
of Lobster Cove and beyond.

$6,995,000 | Philio Cushing | 978-884-9904

NEW LISTING

IPSWICH
BEST HOUSE EVER! Exquisite and 

exceptional are accurate descriptions of this 
bright Custom Colonial Farmhouse.  

$2,500,000 | Philio Cushing | 978-884-9904

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Churchill Properties is pleased to welcome
Kathryn Catalano

to our Newburyport office.  If you are considering renting,   
buying or selling a home, contact Kathryn today at
978-697-3287 or Kathryn@ChurchillProp.com

Religious Notes 
Cornerstone Church
We gather for worship each Sunday 
at 10 a.m. and welcome you to join 
us for a time of studying the scrip-
tures and praising the Lord.  Other 
ministry updates and details can 
be found on our website,  www.
CornerstoneNorthShore.org.  If you 
have any special needs or concerns, 
please let us know!  We’re here to 
serve!
Visitation Parish – Mass Sched-

ule
The Visitation Parish Mass Sched-
ule:
Sacred Heart Church– Saturday 
Vigil Mass – Virtual Mass – on our 
YouTube as well as  www.mecatho-
lic.org
Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m.
St. John the Baptist Church – Sat-
urday Vigil Mass – 5 p.m.
Sunday Mass – 10 a.m.

Please go to our website:    www.
mecatholic.org  for Sacramental In-
formation as well as Parish Registra-
tion if you are new to town or look-
ing to join a Catholic Church.  
The Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary Greek Orthodox Church 
8 Lafayette Road, Ipswich Mass. 
Church services, with Father Chris-
topher Kolentas, are held each Sun-
day.   Sunday’s Divine Liturgy, with 
Father Christopher, starts at 9:30 
a.m. followed by a weekly sermon.  
All are welcome to attend.
First Parish Church
First Parish Church Manchester by 

the Sea – a lovely place to start your 
week, join us for a moving message, 
beautiful music and community in 
the center of town -- 
Sunday worship at First Parish 10 
a.m. worship leader, Rev. Katherine 
Schofield, music led by Dr. Herman 
Weiss, and the First Parish Choir
Monday Friends of the COA Senior 
Drop in 10 a.m.-12 noon. 
Tuesday  Online  Bible Study, Via 
Zoom 4 p.m., join in with computer, 
smart device or dial in on a phone 
from wherever you are - email  of-
fice.fpchurch@gmail.com  or call 
978-526-7661 for the link

Wednesday Choir rehearsal 7:30 
p.m.
St. John’s Church
Worship:
Every Sunday we hold services at 8 
a.m. and 10 a.m. Child care is avail-
able during the 10 a.m. service.
Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. & 10 a.m.

Quaker Meeting
Quakers of the North Shore wor-
ship every Sunday from 10-11 a.m. at 
the Glen Urquhart School:   74 Hart 
Street, Beverly Farms, Mass.  

...(Continued on page 11)
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Solution to puzzles on page 10

Senior Highlights 
There is a lot set to happen 
with the Council on Aging 
(COA) in the coming weeks.  
Check them out here, and for 
on any of these great trips 
or to reserve your seat on 
the van, please call 978-526-
7500.

COA to the Malls 
On Friday, May 3rd, the 
Manchester COA van will 
be going to the Peabody 
and Danvers Malls.  Seniors 
can pick between the North 
Shore Mall or Liberty Tree 
Mall.  The van will start 
picking up seniors around 
10 a.m.

COA to Outback Steak-
house & Trader Joe’s
On Friday, May 10th, the 
Manchester COA van will 

be going to Outback Steak-
house for lunch followed by 
a trip to Trader Joe’s, Burl-
ington Coat Factory, & T.J. 
Maxx shopping area.  The 
van will start picking up se-
niors around 11 a.m.

COA to Walmart
On Friday, May 17th, the 
Manchester COA van will 
be going to Walmart in 
Danvers.  The van will start 
picking up seniors around 
10 a.m.

Gloucester Boulevard 
On Friday, May 24th, the 
Manchester COA is offering 
a trip to enjoy the Boulevard 
in Gloucester.  Enjoy walk-
ing along the Boulevard, get 
your steps in or just find a 
bench and enjoy the view.  

PET OF THE WEEK
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Town of Manchester-by-the-Sea
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Town Hall, 10 Central Street, 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA 01944-

1399

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Zoning Board of Appeals of 
the Town of Manchester-by-the-
Sea will hold a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, May 15, 2024, at 7:00 
p.m. 
Location: This is a Hybrid meeting. 
ZBA Board will meet in Room 5, 
Town Hall. Applicants, Presenters, 
and Public are welcome to join the 
Board in Room 5 or on Zoom. 
New Applications
Application of James Gaddis, 35 
School Street for a Special Permit, 
under Sections 5.4 and 12.5 for 
setbacks and Variances under 
Sections 5.4 and 12.3.3 for setbacks 
and coverage under the Zoning 
By-Law to demolish an existing 
1 ½ story, single family residence 
with detached garage/shed and 
to construct a 2-story, 2-family 
structure on a lot with less than 
the required lot area at 35 School 
Street, Assessor’s Map 51, Lot 5, in 
District D-1 filed with Town Clerk 
on March 18, 2024. 
Application of Seaside Legal 
Solutions, P.C. for a Special Permit, 

under Sections 5.4 and 12.5 and 
a Variance, under Sections 5.4 of 
the Zoning By-Law to convert an 
existing single-family dwelling 
into a two-family dwelling by 
constructing an addition of a 
second residential unit that will be 
connected to the existing structure 
via a single-story corridor at 90 
School Street, Assessor’s Map 41, 
Lot 87, in Districts D2 and B filed 
with Town Clerk on April 18, 2024.  
Application of Jill M. Rynkowski 
Doyle and Timothy P. Doyle for 
a Special Permit under Sections 
5.4 and 12.5 for setbacks and 
Variances under Sections 5.4 and 
12.3.3 for setbacks and coverage 
under the Zoning By-Law for 
demolition of a two-family structure 
and construction of a one-family 
structure located at 9 Bennett 
Street, Assessor’s Map 28, Lot 10, in 
District A filed with Town Clerk on 
April 22, 2024.

Sarah Mellish, Chair, Zoning Board 
of Appeals 

Posted to MNPA website:  
http://masspublicnotices.org.
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IMPORTANT! PROOF RELEASE FORM
Please read and check this pdf carefully as final 
responsibility rests with you. One proof will be 
produced for ad copy supplied upon request. We will 
correct our mistakes without charge if clearly marked 
and FAXED back to us at 978-526-7172. There will 
be a $15 charge for each additional proof/AA 
requested. It is the advertiser’s responsibility to make 
final ad approval before 5 PM on Tuesday or ad will 
be run as supplied. We do not pick-up phone or email 
messages during production on Wednesday. 

In lieu of charging up-front fees for illustrations, labor, 
and ad composition, all camera ready ad materials 
furnished by The Manchester Cricket remain the 
property of The Manchester Cricket, including all 
rights of copyright therein. Advertisers understand 
and agree that they cannot authorize photographic 
or other reproduction, in whole or in part, of any 
advertising material created by The Manchester 
Cricket for use in any other medium without The 
Manchester Cricket’s prior written consent. A $25.00 
release fee PER PUBLICATION will be charged to 
advertisers wishing to re-use materials created by 
The Manchester Cricket.

Date ____________      n APPROVED

Customer Signature  ____________________

n CORRECTIONS
n OMISSIONS
n AUTHORS ALTERATIONS (AA’s)
n FAX REVISED PROOF, FAX #__________________
n EMAIL REVISED PROOF TO ME 
__________________________________________

Please Mark All Corrections Clearly, 
Sign and FAX this form to 978-526-7172
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Manchester Town Hall 
10 Central Street 

Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA, 01944

BOARD OF HEALTH

Continued Public Hearing Notice

The Manchester Board of Health 
will hold a continued public 
hearing on Thursday, May 9, 2024  
at 6:00 p.m. to review the following 
proposed regulations:

•Regulations for Private Wells, 
revised

The continued public hearing 
will be held in room #5 of the 
Manchester Town Hall, located at 
10 Central Street in Manchester-
by-the-Sea as well as on the Zoom 
meeting platform.  Copies of the 
draft regulations are available on 

the Town website and from the 
Board of Health office.  The Zoom 
link for the meeting will be made 
available on the Board of Health 
website www.manchester.ma.us.

Questions may be directed to the 
Board of Health.

Peter Colarusso, Chairperson 
Manchester Board of Health

Town Hall 
10 Central Street 

Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA

978 526 7385

Posted to MNPA website:   
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Weddings…Showers…
Graduations…OH MY!

By Joanne MacInnis RN 
CDP, President, Aberdeen 

Home Care, Inc.

Creating a new scale is 
one of our most challeng-
ing (aka crushing) aging 
adjustments. 

Various factors impact our 
ability to “do what we used 
to.”  However, accommoda-
tions can usually be made 
for many areas of need.  As 
we fly head-first into gradu-
ation and wedding season 
(how is it already May?), let’s 
talk about the what, when, 
where, and how as a re-
sponse to social opportuni-
ties for our seniors who may 
have considerations of physi-
cal, cognitive, or emotional 
limitations.

The hard reality might be 
that our loved ones can only 
attend some of the events 
they are invited to, regard-
less of whether they’re 
considered significant occa-
sions.  How do we decide?  
Will their presence, or lack 
thereof, at an event signifi-
cantly impact others?

Apart from triaging the 
event and finding its place 
in the order of importance, 
other considerations include 
location, ease of access, dis-
tance to travel, event length, 
exposure, energy demand, 
mental/emotional band-
width, and social demands.  
When deciding what events 
“cut the mustard” in priori-
tizing attendance for your 

loved ones, start by asking 
the right questions:
• Is there a quiet table in 

the corner, away from the 
fray?

• Can we sit near the rest-
rooms?

• Can we hold this event 
near our elder’s home to 
reduce travel?

• Can we participate in 
some, but not all, of the 
event? What part works 
best? 

A grandchild’s wedding is 
likely worth the effort.  Cre-
ating memories for everyone 
in the family and having this 
dearly loved one present will 
have a lifetime of benefits.  
However, attending their 
8th great-grandson’s second 
birthday with 10 other tod-
dlers might not be as essen-
tial. 

Sometimes, family and 
friends not in regular 
contact with our compro-
mised senior don’t get the 
“full picture” of what’s 
happening. 

We hear well-meaning 
sentiments like “it won’t be 
the same without him be-
ing there,” which may be 
absolutely true.  It would 
be wonderful if nothing had 
to change, even in frail and 
limited-capacity conditions.  
Unfortunately, that’s not 
reality.  However, it is pos-
sible to modify and custom-
ize the experience for our 

loved ones who fit into this 
category. 

Most of the time, it’s not 
“either / or,” but rather, 
“both / and.”  We can know 
what limitations exist and 
the burning desire of the se-
nior in question.  While ex-
ploring the opportunities to 
make modifications and ac-
commodations to the event 
and trying to get most of the 
family on the same page, 
it’s far more likely that we 
can continue to keep Gram, 
Gramp, or whoever engaged 
with those they love.  Here 
are some prompts to get you 
started:
• We can’t stay for the week-

end, but we’d love to come 
up for the afternoon.

• Gram can’t tolerate an 
event with so much going 
on. Could you visit her at 
home and show her the 
video and pictures?

• Large groups confuse and 
sometimes agitate Grand-
pa. If we could find a quiet 
spot where he is a bit shel-
tered from “the crowd,” he 
would be much more com-
fortable. 

• I know it’s not the same 
as having her there, but 
could we Zoom so she can 
participate that way?

What if “Brother Bossy 
Pants” flies in from Hong 
Kong, decides he knows 
best and tries to throw a 
monkey wrench into the 
plans? 

Yikes.  No quick answer to 
that.  More often than you 
would imagine, the most 
geographically and emotion-
ally distant person has the 
loudest voice and opinion.  
In addition, this well-mean-
ing relative may be outside 
the loop regarding what’s 
really going on with their se-
nior family member.  When 
you don’t see the decline and 
changes regularly, it’s easier 
to deny they are happening.  
Also, don’t forget the “show 
off” nature of elders in this 
position.  The peacock feath-
ers come out and can even 
fool the most vigilant observ-
ers. 

In summary, be willing to 
think outside the box. Get-
ting Gram to her great-grand-
daughter’s wedding might 
indeed be possible.  Break 
down the outing’s com-
ponents into manageable 
chunks.  Ask others in simi-
lar situations how they’ve 
done it.  Work as a team.  Ask 
for help. 

Managing the situation will 
allow your loved one to have 
a meaningful experience.  If 
they lugged you around as 
a child, complete with all 
you needed, remember, that 
wasn’t a piece of cake.  Think 
of it as returning the favor.  
Set a good example to the 
younger generations of how 
to intentionally and tenderly 
take good care of our elders 
with special consideration.  
One day … this will be us.

A Real Lady
Meet Chloe, a 12-year-old fe-
male who is soft-spoken, so-
phisticated, and ready to start 
anew. She spent her life in a 
home with another cat and 
would likely tolerate another 
but wouldn’t mind getting all 
the love and attention.  Chloe 
prefers to stay clear of the hus-
tle and bustle, and because of 
this, would enjoy a quieter, 
low-traffic home to live out 

her retirement years.  She is 
still relatively playful and of-
ten seeks attention from staff 
here at Cape Ann Animal Aid.  
As part of CAAA’s extended 
stay program, Chloe’s adop-
tion fee has been waived!  
Visit www.capeannanimalaid.
org for more information 
about Chloe and all the other 
animals waiting for homes 
here at the Christopher Cutler 
Rich Animal Shelter, 4 Paws 
Lane in Gloucester.

It is an unprogrammed Quaker Meeting.  There is no Pastor (or 
leader) save the spirit of God in and among us.  Our worship is 
primarily silent.  When a worshiper is moved, it may include a 
brief, spoken ministry offered in a ‘spirit of worship.’  Friends 
gather together quietly, awaiting the experience of God’s pres-
ence.  People in our community hail from the traditional tribal 
lands of the Pawtucket and Massachusetts now called Manches-
ter, Gloucester, Beverly, Ipswich, Rockport, Salem, Lynn and 
Marblehead.  Whether you have worshiped in other Quaker 
(Friends) Meetings or not, we welcome you to join us.  If you 
are new to Quakers, someone will be happy to talk with you and 
answer any questions you may have.  Send an email to: north-
shorequaker@gmail.com.  First Day School, our Children’s Pro-
gram, consists of forest walks near the Glen Urquhart School 
led by Jessica Kagle from the Kestrel Foundation.  Blessings To 
You

...(Continued from page 10)

...(Continued from page 1)

Through the first 11 
months of the eligibility re-
determination campaign, 
the publicly funded health 
insurance system’s casel-
oad has dropped by nearly 
358,000.  Officials forecast at 
the outset of the effort that it 
would cumulatively decrease 
the MassHealth rolls by 
300,000 to 400,000 people, 
while freeing up $1.9 billion 
to spend elsewhere in fiscal 
year 2024.

Most of the roughly 
810,000 people who have 
left MassHealth since April 
1, 2023 lost coverage for pro-
cedural reasons, according 
to state data.  About 541,500 
were disenrolled because 
they did not provide enough 

information for MassHealth 
to confirm whether they are 
eligible, and another 15,200 
could not be reached by 
state officials.  The remain-
ing 259,400 Bay Staters were 
confirmed ineligible after a 
review.

A similar trend is under-
way nationally.  According to 
health policy nonprofit KFF, 
69 percent of Americans dis-
enrolled from state Medicaid 
systems lost coverage for 
procedural reasons.

The overall MassHealth 
caseload still remains signifi-
cantly higher than it was be-
fore the COVID-19 pandem-
ic—the system had about 1.76 
million members in Febru-
ary 2020—and officials have 

said they expect enrollment 
levels to remain elevated.

Federal policy blocked 
states from removing resi-
dents from Medicaid during 
the pandemic. After the state 
of emergency ended, all 
50 states had to embark on 
similar efforts to determine 
eligibility for their full rolls.

MassHealth conducted its 
reassessment in a staggered 
manner, adding more people 
to the review process each 
month. A spokesperson said 
Monday that the redetermi-
nation process has now start-
ed for every single member 
but stressed that final wrap-
up data for the year-long 
campaign will not be avail-
able until June because Bay 

Staters get a month or longer 
to submit materials needed 
to determine their eligibility.

State law requires resi-
dents to carry health insur-
ance or face a tax penalty.  
Over the same 11-month 
redetermination span, 
about 122,000 people who 
were declared ineligible for 
MassHealth newly enrolled 
in a plan available through 
the Massachusetts Health 
Connector marketplace, offi-
cials say.  Others likely regis-
tered for private plans avail-
able through employers, but 
data is not available on the 
insurance status of all of the 
disenrolled.

~ State House News Service
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COLDWELL BANKER 
MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA 

40 BEACH STREET, MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944
TELEPHONE  978-526-7572 COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM 

64 Lakeman Lane 
Ipswich | $599,000
Sweet 3 bedroom ranch, freshly 
painted and gleaming hardwood 
floors. Single level living!  Close 
to downtown Ipswich and Crane 
Beach.

Joan McDonald  |  Realtor 
978-4238086

9 Herds Hill
Gloucester | $2,675,000
Rare offering! Beautiful Contemporary home 
perfectly situated on hilltop land - Ocean views 
of Gloucester towards Eastern Point Lighthouse 
and direct access to the trails and views of 
Ravenswood Preserve to the rear. This freshly 
updated home offers an expansive open floor 
plan, cathedral ceilings, and walls of windows to 
capture the views. The designer kitchen & butlers 
pantry are open to the dining-living room areas & 
large stone fireplace. 

Katherine McKnight  |  Realtor
978-618-1266

80 Boyles Street
Beverly | $795,000
Beautiful sunny three 
bedroom one level home 
with  high ceiling sunroom 
and primary suite that open 
to the deck and lovely back 
yard.

Krista Julian | Realtor 
978-808-5451

4 Lane St
Annisquam | $2,995,000
Iconic Annisquam waterfront property located at 
the head of Lobster Cove. Proudly sited on over 
an acre of land with rolling lawns, bountiful seaside 
gardens and private tidal float and dock. The 
property enjoys stunning views of the mesmerizing 
changing tides in Lobster Cove. The property 
consists of a 9 room, 3 bedroom, 3.5 main house 
and handsome barn conversion guest house with 
great room, kitchen, bathroom and bedroom. Both 
structures offer stone terraces and stellar water 
views from every window. 

Scott Smith   |  Realtor | 617-750-2793
Lynda Surdam | Realtor | 978-764-7474

23 Forest Lane 
Manchester | $1,399,000
Spacious 4 bedroom (First floor primary), 2.5 bath 
home, 2 car garage.  Approx. 1 acre of beautiful 
green space.

Marianne Round | Realtor 
978-902-5452
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$1,175,000 | Hackett & Glessner
Charming antique with 4 bedrooms and large open 
kitchen with fireplace. Complete with 2-garage with 
workshop and bonus room, lush yard and patio and 
close to downtown amenities. 

$930,000 | Cricket Sperry
Antique New England farmhouse with 5 bedrooms, 
spacious rooms, mostly fenced yard and 2-story barn 
with room for 2 cars or other possibilities. Surrounded 
by pastoral & woodland trails.  

$775,000 | Susan Collins
New England style home with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
hardwood floors throughout and updated kitchen. 
Complete with fireplaced dining/living room, level 
yard and 2-car garage with bonus room.

$1,725,000 | Deb Evans
Restored to maintain its original design this Victorian 
style home has 4 beds, 2 baths, large eat-in kitchen 
and iconic turret. Enjoy the gorgeous yard and 
porches. Located in coveted in-town location.  

$4,800,000 | Ann Olivo & Rick Marshall
Miles of ocean views, direct Plum Cove Beach access, 
mooring, huge paver patio top long list of highlights 
in custom 4-bedroom, 4.5-bath, 2016 stunner. Heated 
garage, generator, geothermal heat. 

MANCHESTER   
$15,675,000  |  Fabyan & Filias Team
Sweeping outer harbor views from OakLedge. Timeless Shingle-style 2009 masterpiece at the ocean’s 
edge with unique historic details, waterfront living, private beach, seaside pool, and sports court.      
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Find us on     :JBarrettRealtyNorthShore 

1 BEACH STREET  •  MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944  |  978.526.8555  |  JBARRETTREALTY.COM 

J Barrett & Company, LLC supports the principles of both the Fair Housing and the Equal Opportunity Acts.

The North Shore’s Premier Real Estate Agency


