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By Erika Brown

On Monday, 198 Es-
sex residents passed 
measures to fund all 

financial operations, includ-
ing the FY25 annual regional 
school district and mu-
nicipal budgets.  But it was 
changes to the town’s zon-
ing bylaws and the future of 
the aging Essex Elementary 
School building that took up 
most of the evening’s public 
discussion and debate.

The business of the Town 
Meeting Warrant’s 31 articles 
were taken up quickly, in 
just over two hours.  The 
first ten articles were ap-
proved by voters within 15 
minutes, including the Es-
sex FY25 $9,351,174 General 
Budget and a series of water 
and sewer related DPW ex-
penditures.  

School District Supported
Articles 11, 12, and 13 

were school district related 
and the School Committee 
took no risk introducing 
them.  School Committee 
Chair Theresa Whitman de-
fended the board’s choice 
to finalize and present Es-
sex’s $9,889,756 share of the 

$31.1 million FY25 operating 
budget for the ME Regional 
School District, which rep-
resents a 2.9% increase over 
last year.  

The district budget could 
have come in slightly lower, 
but the committee approved 
the current one that in-
cludes $64,000 for two part 
time teaching assistants that 
Whitman said was a respon-
sible choice for students.

“We are an outlier,” said 
Whitman, commenting on 
other school districts in 
Massachusetts that average 
3.9% in budget increases 
this year.  She nodded to 
success with union negotia-
tions, which she said were 
transparent and collabora-
tive.  In the end, the budget 
is financially sound.  She 
also said MERSD won’t feel 
the financial loss of Covid 
funding because the district 
was responsible and used 
the funds for actual Covid-
related expenses instead of 
general operations.  Other 
districts didn’t, she said, and 
now suffer for that decision.

“We appreciate good val-
ue,” Whitman said.

Then a potential spoiler.  
Antonella Muniz of Harlow 

Street suggested that the 
entire FY25 MERSD district 
budget article was moot 
since, according to Massa-
chusetts state law, school 
budgets require passage 
by a two-thirds majority 
of the School Committee.  
MERSD’s passed by a 4-3 ap-
proval, she said.

Town Moderator Jeff 
Jones asked Muniz what 
she was seeking in her 
comment.  Muniz de-
murred, stopping short 
of moving to recall the 
article.

Then Town Adminis-
trator Brendhan Zubricki 
stood up and said the vote 
should continue, and if 
anything was required by 
state law it would be rec-
onciled later.

Whitman said that of 
the three school commit-
tee member votes against 
the 2.9% budget included 
one member who supported 
a larger district operational 
spend, which by inference, 
would mean the budget pre-
sented at town meeting was 
supported by the required 
number of school commit-
tee members.

Article 12 passed eas-

ily, as did Article 11 seek-
ing $345,545 for the town’s 
share of the Essex North 
Shore Agricultural and Tech-
nical School District.

Essex Elementary Build-
ing

Article 13 stirred animated 
discussion seeking $336,050 
as Essex’s contribution to an 
estimated $1.5 million fea-
sibility study on the future 
of Essex Elementary School 
(EES).  Whitman said the 
EES project was formally ac-
tivated by the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority 
(MSBA) earlier this year, trig-
gering a two-year window to 
formally study the project 
or lose grant funding that 
would defray 30% of the 
cost.  She urged voters to 
support the article.

“No use playing ‘chicken’ 
with this building,” Whit-
man said.

The study was greeted 
with a sense of sticker shock 
by many in the room.  

Weekly Weather Chart

Weather data pulled Wednesday and is subject to change.

Saturday 11 May 53° 45°

Sunday 12 May 54° 43°

Monday 13 May 57° 45°

Tuesday 14 May 64° 46°

Wednesday 15 May 58° 51°

Thursday 16 May 61° 54°

Friday 17 May 61° 56°

Gavel to Gavel
This Week’s Town Meetings

Manchester Town Hall is 
open to the public. Public 

hours are 9 a.m. - 4:45 
p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday and 9 a.m. 

- 6:15 p.m. on Thursday. 
Essex Town Hall hours are 
Monday through Thursday 

7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Essex ConCom 
Tuesday, May 14

7:15 p.m.

Essex Planning Board
Wednesday, May 15

7 p.m. 

EES Study Approved Along with Wide-
Ranging Zoning Changes at Essex ATM

BRIEFLY

Skates on 
Computers: May 16 
Lecture
As the final presentation in the 
Manchester by the Sea Cultural 
Council Speaker Series, Ron 
Skates will present “Living 
with Computer and Software 
Technologies,” 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, May 16.  Skates, 
the former president of Data 
General Corporation from 1989 
until 1999, will offer a brief his-
tory of computer and software 
advances from 1965, the tech-
nology advances, significant 
uses of these new technologies, 
and what artificial intelligence 
(AI) means.  Registration is 
required, and the event will be 
held at either the MBTS Library 
or Crowell Chapel, depending 
on the number of registrants.

Election Food Truck
Again, with the generosity!  
After a successful stint at the 
March primary polls in Man-
chester, the Melt Food Truck 
will park outside the election 
polls from 4 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 21 at Manchester Memo-
rial School to reward locals 
for their civic duty.  It’s free 
because of the generosity of 
Leading Ladies Vote, a non-
partisan local group committed 
to encouraging citizens to vote.

Crib Addicts Week 5
Results for Week 3 of Crib-
bage (a.k.a. “Crib Addicts”) 
at the Manchester American 
Legion are in.  This week, it 
was (for the FOURTH week 
in a row) David Slade in the 
lead.  Then it’s Billy Bell, Ted 
Cakounes, Harry Parsons, 
Stephen Chabot, Michela 
Hirnak, Heather MacDonald, 
Jim Chabot, John Bubrouski, 
Bob Torkildsen, Tina Latassa, 
Paul Clark, Clem Courcy, Karen 
Rieck, Joan Snow, Ben Conway, 
Annette Mackin, and Mark 
Wadleigh.  The group meets 
every Tuesday at 6 p.m., and 
all skills are welcome.

“Summers by the 
Sea” Museum 
Lecture May 30 
 Kory Curcuru, from 1623 
Studios, will be the featured 
speaker at the Manchester by 
the Sea Museum’s popular 
lecture series and his talk, 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 30 at the First Parish 
Hall.  In “Summers by the 
Sea: Masconomo Hotel & the 
Resort Era,” Kory will discuss 
the resort-era movement and 
summer life in Manchester-by-
the-Sea.  He will also provide a 
look at the Booth family, pro-
prietors of the majestic Mas-
conomo Hotel, and share the 
history of Lexington Avenue, 
the area’s fashionable shopping 
destination.

Last Call! Kids Pan 
Mass Challenge May 
11 
Kids Pan Mass Challenge
The North Shore PMC Kids 
Ride will be hosted in Man-
chester by the Sea on Saturday, 
May 11 from 7:45 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
at Masconomo Park in an ef-
fort to raise money for cancer 
research and treatment at 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.  
Come on down!

Last Call! Golden 
Agers May 11
For the music lovers out there, 
The Manchester Golden Age 
Club will hold its final spring 
meeting at 11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
May 11 in the Masonic Lodge 
behind Manchester Town 
Hall.  Lunch will be served at 
12 noon, with entertainment 
provided by ME Regional High 
School acapella group, The 
Sound Waves.  Club members 
will be asked to sign up for the 
Sanford Trust-sponsored sum-
mer events, which include the 
anniversary lunch at Danvers-
port Yacht Club, the summer 
lobster bake at Tuck’s Point, 
and Cape Ann Lighthouse 

Every year MMES teacher Maggie Tomaiollo offers a group of 5th graders the opportunity to volunteer to be “Student Ambassadors” whose function is to manage 3-4 fund 
raisers over the school year. Tuesday the “Ambassadors” gathered to sort through 2 weeks-worth of donations to go to Action Inc.  Students were divided into groups, one 
to design posters and the other one to sort and classify items defining them as for male, female or as neutral.  Several teaching points were reached; giving back to the 
community, learning to understand the needs of less fortunate people and working cooperatively as a team.   Photo Paul Clark

Hornets Troy Flood celebrates a home run last week vs. Hamilton-Wenham. (Photo Bradley Griffin)

...(Continued on page 9)

Essex voters at Monday’s Annual Town Meeting.  (Photo: Paul Clark)
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CLASSIFIEDS
First, the good news. For subscribers, classified ads are free (one listing / subscrib-
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FOR SALE
‘08 TOYOTA 4RUNNER  —2008 
Toyota 4Runner SR5�  Moonroof, 
Running Boards, Roof Rack, Tow 
Package� Well maintained, runs 
great�  V8 engine, 4-wheel drive, 
very reliiable SUV�  Clean title, 
title in hand�  $4,800� Call or text: 
978-729-3995  ���������������������� 4/29

ST. JOHN USVI COTTAGE—
Caneel Trailside Cottage is 
located a mile east of Cruz Bay, 
St� John, USVI�  2 bdr, 2 bath 
furnished villa, pool with palm-
tree lined courtyard, veranda 
looking out to the south with 
a view of the Caribbean� Half-
acre property borders USVI Nat’l 
Park and the trail to Caneel 
Bay�  $1�5 M� Photos at https://
cateredto�com/#!/caneel-trail-
side-cottage  Contact (978) 407-
8454.����������������������������� TF

1-WK TIMESHARE - ATTITASH 
MT VILLAGE—Not able to use 
any longer�  Children long gone, 
need to sell�  Located across the 
street from Attitash Mountain, 
Bartlett, NH� “Week 4,” two sepa-
rate units on main floor that can 
be used as one� Private hallway 
connects units�  One with full 
bath and Q-bed� Other full bath, 
watsher/dryer, full kitchen, living 
rm, fireplace, pull down double 
bed� Main floor excess to pkg lot� 
Ski locker, use of pool & game 
rm�  Pls call for details or to make 

an offer: (978) 526-7036� ������� TF

FOR RENT
1BD MBTS VILLAGE—Nicely 
Furnished , 1 BR ,2 bath ,1st 
floor ,4 rm Condo in 2-unit  
Antique Coloniol  on School 
St � Original features� Recent 
upgrades include Granite coun-
ters and New SS Appliances� Unit 
has HW floors and Tile Bath� 
Off St Parking , WD in unit and 
Large Private deck� No Smoking, 
No Pets� Lease  for 1yr or longer� 
$2,600 / mo Plus util� Call or Text 

781�367�5247

MBTS VILLAGE—Upstairs at 
38 Union St features renovated 
1 bdrm/1bthrm with shower� 
Hdwd floors, cathedral ceilings, 
exposed beams, patio and back-
yard, two private entrances W/D 
in unit Central A/C 700 sqft +/- 
$2,500/month� Great light with 
sunshine all day� Available now 
thru May 2025� Come bring your 
ideas to this ideal home or office 
space in the heart of MBTS right 
above Gray House Antiques! Email 
hello@grayhouseantiques�com 

SERVICES
V A C A T I O N - R E N T A L 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES—
Turn your home into a vacation 
rental! We handle everything� 
From initial set-up to market-
ing to guest inquiries to cleaning 
and more! We’ve got you covered�  
Servicing Cape Ann & beyond�  
Visit XSTRHomes�com to book 
a no-obligation consult or call 
617�212�3251 ���������������������� 7/26

HANDYMAN, MBTS—Handyman 
for light construction, home 
repairs, painting, cleanups, 
home repairs, painting clean-
ups, power washing, rototilling�  
Fully insured�  Have truck and 
trailer�  Clean, honest, references�  
Contact Bill mbtshandyman@
gmail�com or (978) 618-0999� TF

WANTED
MBTS RENTAL SOUGHT—I, my 
husband, children 7 & 5, are look-
ing for an apartment or house 
in Manchester starting July/Aug/
Sept during my 2-year position 
at Harvard� Ideally $4000 max 
(excluding bills)� Dr Clara Carus 
& Dr David Carus claracarus@fas�
harvard�edu� Excellent references, 
very responsible� �������� TF 

GOT A USED CAR FOR SALE?  
Fairly reliable used car wanted! 
New Endicott College professor in 
need of fairly reliable, inexpensive, 
used car�Please contact susan�we@
comcast�net   or 978 578 1546  
.����������������������������� TF

Brookside ContraCting
978-526-1414

Manchester-by-the-Sea
keithlitka@brooksidecontracting.com
Home Improvement • Carpentry

Roofing • Siding
Replacement Windows

Over 40 Years Experience
Don: 978-526-4123
lombardimasonry.com

MCINNIS PAVING, INC.
Infra-Red Asphalt Repair Specialists
Cold Planeing • Driveway Rebuilding
Repairs • Seal Coating • Crack Filling

Beverly Farms, MA 01915
Timothy McInnis   978-921-1608

Cell: 978-375-1727 • Fax: 978-927-9602

Call (978) 314-5085 
Email Kathy.Willy@verizon.net

www.makeitgoaway.net
MAKE IT GO AWAY!

PROFESSIONAL LISTINGS

Ralph E. Bates 

Ralph E. Bates, 92, born May 
30 1931, died April 29 2024.

Ralph was the son of Ralph 
O. and Leah G. Bates.  He 
was also predeceased by his 
sister Evelyn E. Dowell (1926-
2010) and brother George K. 
Bates (1928-1929). 

He leaves his nephew Ste-
ven Dowell, his nieces Bailey 
and Whitney Dowell and his 
cousin Bob Bates and his wife 
Janice.  He was very grateful 
for his close friendships with 
George Eramo and Bob Will-
ing.

Ralph was born in Water-
town, Massachusetts and 
grew up in the Boston area.   
He attended Nichols College 
and Boston University.  He 
made his living in real estate 
by purchasing and manag-
ing apartment buildings and 
creating the real estate news-
paper Greater Boston House 
Buyers Guide.

Ralph was a benevo-
lent philanthropist and his 
charitable donations were 
very important to him.   He 
wanted to help those less 
fortunate and enjoyed giving 
back to the community.  His 
generous donations have en-
sured that his name will be 
remembered for many years.

In his earlier days he en-
joyed athletics such as ten-
nis, basketball, and softball.  
Ralph was unique and had 
a great sense of humor.  He 
used to enjoy driving around 
in his Hummer with his large 
stuffed tiger in the front 
seat – going to the Century 
House, Prattys in Gloucester 
or the Legion in Manchester.  
In his more recent years, he 
liked the simple pleasures 
such as eating Pirate’s Booty, 
ice cream and candy, doing 
puzzles with a roaring fire 
and watching the deer in 
his backyard. He also loved 
running his indoor trains 
and cuddling his cats Lefty 
and Spooky.  Ralph was very 
grateful for Aberdeen Home 
Care and the loving care he 
received from their caregiv-
ers until his final day. Funer-
al Services for Ralph will be 
held privately in New Bruns-
wick, Canada.  Arrangements 
by the Campbell Funeral 
Home, 61 Middle Street, 
Gloucester.  Condolences at 
www.campbellfuneral.com

Henry Anthony 
Taron 

Henry Anthony Taron, 92, 
of Manchester passed away 
peacefully at home sur-
rounded by family on April 
12, 2024.  Son of the late 
Waclaw and Michalena Ta-
taronis, Henry (Hank) was 
born in Salem, and raised 
in Salem and Danvers.  He 
graduated from Holten High 
School (Danvers) in 1950 and 
later married his high school 
sweetheart, Nancy O’Neill.

Henry attended Colby Col-
lege through an Air Force 

ROTC schol-
arship.  He 
majored in 
business and 
graduated in 
1955.  His Air 

Force service included posts 
in Pensacola, Florida; Harlin-
gen, Texas; Waco, Texas, and 
Otis Air Force Base on Cape 
Cod.  Following his military 
service, he and his growing 
family settled in Manchester-
by-the-Sea, Massachusetts, 
and he embarked on his busi-
ness career with the Trav-
elers Insurance Company, 
working first in Boston and 
later in Wakefield and Dan-
vers.  

Henry and Nancy shared 
a love of antiques and ran 
Tradewinds Antiques, a shop 
in Essex.  As the business 
evolved, Tradewinds became 

an exclusive purveyor of fine 
antique canes and walking 
sticks.  The success of this 
specialization changed their 
business into the first auc-
tion house entirely dedicated 
to this collectible. Henry 
was considered a world-
renowned expert on this 
subject and handled the sale 
of important pieces from fa-
mous makers like Tiffany and 
Fabergé, pieces owned by US 
presidents, and many deco-
rative and historical pieces 
that now reside in museums.

A lifelong sportsman, Hen-
ry played football and base-
ball at Holten High School 
and baseball at Colby Col-
lege.  He later coached youth 
baseball in Manchester.  As 
a diehard Red Sox fan, his 
passion for the game led his 
friends to call him the “May-
or of Section 32” at Fenway 
Park, where he held season 
tickets for many years.  He 
also had a life-long love of 
tennis and fishing.  

Henry also enjoyed travel 
and spent many weekends 
with his family visiting Cape 
Cod, the White Mountains 
of New Hampshire, and the 
coast of Maine.  Later in life, 
he and Nancy developed a 
fondness for international 
travel, particularly to Eng-
land.  A naturally gregarious 
man, Henry will be fondly 
remembered by his many 
friends, colleagues, and asso-
ciates around the world.  

Henry was preceded in 
death by Nancy, his wife of 
43 years.  He is survived by 
his son Douglas Taron and 
his husband Leon Halloran 
of Elgin, Illinois, his daughter 
Kathleen Taron Kinney and 
her husband David of Mar-
blehead, his son Christopher 
Taron and his wife Barbara 
of Essex, his grandson David 
Kinney, his granddaughters 
Abigail and Isabelle Taron, 
and his sister-in-law Sheila 
McCarthy of Danvers.

His Funeral Mass will be 
Celebrated on Friday May 17 
at 9 a.m. at Visitation Par-
ish - Sacred Heart Church 
62 School St. Manchester-
by-the-Sea, MA.  Interment 
will be held privately by the 
family.  A collation will be an-
nounced at the end of Mass. 
In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations be made 
in his memory to the “Fam-
ily Fund” of CareDimensions 
giving@caredimensions.
org). Information, direc-
tions, condolences at www.
CampbellFuneral.com.

Jeffrey L. Peart

Jeffrey L. Peart died suddenly 
on Monday, April 8, 2024, at 
Beverly Hospital with his 
wife by his side. He was the 
son of the late Charles and 
Noreen Peart.

Jeff graduated from Man-
chester High School and St. 
Anselm College in Manches-
ter, NH.  He belonged to the 
Manchester Club and was a 
friend of Bill W. for 34 years.  
He began his career as a lab 
scientist and moved to deal-
ing with quality assurance 
and regulatory affairs.  He 
could communicate well 
with MDs, PhDs, lab techs, 
FDA bureaucrats, and man-
agement.  He loved his ca-
reer and worked on some 
life-changing medications.

Visiting new places with 
Jeff was always an adventure. 
Close to home, summer trips 
to Maine were a tradition, 
and he and Mary had vis-
ited all of Canada’s maritime 
provinces. From a family trip 
cross country in 1995 to vis-
its to England, Austria, Italy, 
Greece, Switzerland, and 
Ireland, Jeff loved getting to 
know the history and cuisine 
of all these places.

Beyond his love for his 
family and friends, he was 
passionate about baseball.  A 
lifelong member of Red Sox 
nation, he was disappointed 
by management’s lack of in-
vestment in the team in re-
cent years.  He was the um-
pire for the Essex Baseball 

club, based at Spence-Pierce-
Little farm in Newbury, MA.  
Their game is played by 19th 
century rules when a ball 
that bounced once was con-
sidered an out and gloves 
were not used.  He was in 
his element, overseeing the 
play on the field on summer 
weekend afternoons.

He loved his family and 
friends, his cats and dogs, his 
little town, Singing Beach, 
baseball, cookies, and ice 
cream.

Jeff is survived by his wife, 
Mary of Manchester; his son, 
Michael, and partner Shanti 
Singh; sisters, Lorene Peart, 
Elizabeth Jennings, Joan Fly-
nn; his brothers and sisters-
in-law; and several nieces 
and nephews. Jeff is also sur-
vived by his beloved cat and 
dog.

A Celebration of Life will 
be held for Jeff on Tuesday, 
May 14, 2024, at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall, 14 Church 
Street, Manchester at 11:30 
a.m. In his memory, his fam-
ily requests that donations 
be made to the Friends of 
Manchester Council on Ag-
ing, P.O. Box 264, Manches-
ter, MA 01944. Arrangements 
by the Greely Funeral Home, 
212 Washington Street, 
Gloucester, MA.

Joanne Crerand

Joanne Crerand of Essex 
died on May 2nd, 2024 in 
Hospice following a battle 
with cancer. She was 62.  
Joanne was born on October 
7th 1961 to Mary Grace (Cole-
man) and Joseph Crerand.  
She leaves her husband of 
30 years Charlie Hay and 
her two amazing sons Jack 
Hay and Cole Hay, whom she 
adored and was enormously 
proud of.  She was a devoted 
and gifted mother to her 
boys, supporting them and 
encouraging their imagina-
tions, varied interests, and 
ambitions.

Joanne was raised in Pitts-
ford NY near Rochester, and 
attended Ithaca College, re-
ceiving a Bachelor of Science 
Magna Cum Laude in Cinema 
Studies and Photography, 
with a minor in applied writ-
ing.  Her adult life was closely 
intertwined with the written 
word.  After moving to Bos-
ton she had jobs in technical 
writing and as a production 
manager and project manag-
er at publishing houses.  She 
continued her education at 
the renowned Radcliffe Pub-
lishing course and at North-
eastern where she earned a 
Masters in English.

After moving to Essex in 
1998 she built a career as a 
freelance editor which she 
continued throughout her 
life, performing both content 
and copy editing.  She also 
became the librarian at Glen 
Urquhart School.  She loved 
children and was able to in-

stantly connect with them 
and focus on their interests 
and enthusiasms.  A student 
of children’s literature, she 
was able to pass along her 
excitement about books and 
reading and use her innate 
skill in reading out loud, 
something she also loved to 
do with her sons.  Joanne 
was famous for organizing 
book fairs twice a year at the 
school which were carefully 
curated to offer the best titles 
to students, parents, and 
teachers alike.

Joanne was recognized by 
everyone who knew her well 
to be incredibly generous, 
warm-hearted, and selfless.  
She was known for her gift-
giving and her thoughtful-
ness and kindness towards 
others.  Even during her 
illness, she invariably had 
a kind word and a smile for 
those assisting her.  She was 
a gifted gardener tending to 
both a house full of indoor 
plants, her summer peren-
nial beds, and an abundant 
and colorful flower garden 
from which she created Cart 
Path bouquets that were sold 
at the Utopia Farms farm 
stand and elsewhere.  She 
was a lover of literature and a 
writer, being with her family 
skiing at Sugarloaf, cinema, 
art, nature, her dog Swallow, 
and yoga with her favorite in-
structor April DeVries. 

This loss is devastating to 
the family, she was such a 
bright light in all of our lives.  
Joanne leaves an extended 
family including her beloved 
sister and lifelong friend 
Mary Ellen Myers.  Her broth-
er Peter, who was always sup-
portive.  Her brother David, 
and her sister-in-law and 
friend Ann Crerand, wife of 
Joanne’s brother Kevin who 
predeceased her.  Joanne 
also leaves many nieces and 
nephews on both the Cre-
rand and Hay/Burroughs 
sides of the family.  Thank 
you to everyone who sup-
ported Joanne during this 
challenging time with visits, 
cards, flowers, and calls; 
they all made a difference.

The family would like to 
thank all the excellent doc-
tors, empathetic nurses and 
caregivers who supported 
and connected with Joanne 
at Tufts Medical, MGH and 
the Kaplan House.  Stepha-
nie Morgan, Joanne’s good 
friend, was loving and loyal 
to her and offered wise 
counsel to the whole family.  
Thanks to Madeline Lawson, 
who was a great friend to 
Joanne and who she loved 
having as part of the family.  
Per Joanne’s request, no ser-
vice is planned at this time.  
Please consider donations in 
her honor to the Cape Ann 
Museum, capeannmuseum.
org, or the Essex Public Li-
brary Children’s department, 
essexpubliclibrary.org.

Obituaries
Following a long-standing tradition, The Cricket pub-
lishes obituaries as a public service for our readers. If 
an obituary cannot be published in time for a service, 
we will post the notice to our website and Facebook 

page (facebook.com/TheManchesterCricket).

Removals 
Pruning 

1 0RIA 
ree Service 

Spraying 
Fertilization 

Call us for a free evaluation
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS 

cicoriatree.com 
978-922-5500

MANCHESTER
ELECTRIC

Full Service
Electrical Contractor

Daniel R. Houde
Lic. #A13265

(978) 526-1194
MEC934@aol.com
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BOARD UPDATES

MBTA Zoning Task Force:  
The MBTA Zoning Task Force 
will meet on Thursday, May 
16 at 6:30 p.m.  Meeting de-
tails can be found on the 
Town website. 

Town Election:  The Town 
Election will be held on 
Tuesday, May 21 from 7 a.m. 
- 8 p.m. at Memorial School.  
Early voting will take place at 
Town Hall May 14-16 Details 
can be found on the Town 
website.  

MBTA Zoning Public Fo-
rum:  The MBTA Zoning Task 
Force and Planning Board 
will hold a Public Forum to 
give an overview of a draft of 
the proposed MBTA Zoning 
Bylaw and answer questions 
from the community.  Join 

us on Thursday, May 23 at 
7 p.m.  Details on the Town 
website. 

Zoning Board Volunteers:  
The Zoning Board of Appeals 
is seeking interested volun-
teers to serve on the Board 
beginning July 1.  Volunteer-
ing for a Town Board or com-
mittee is a great way to serve 
the community.  Please email 
powersd@manchester.ma.us 
to learn more. 

July Fourth Fund:  The July 
Fourth fireworks display will 
take place on July 3, 2024 on 
Singing Beach. Donations are 
still needed to help fund this 
annual tradition.  Donate at 
bit.ly/MBTSjuly4.

Beach Tags: Singing Beach 
tags will be sold at the beach 
starting Memorial Day week-

end during operating hours 
for $35 each.  All visitors to 
Singing Beach aged 12 to 65 
need a tag to enter. 

Hydrant Flushing:  Hydrant 
Flushing will continue Mon-
day through Thursday start-
ing at 7 p.m.  If you experi-
ence dirty water, run a cold 
tap until clear. 

Trash, recycling, and com-
post collection:   Regular 
Schedule.  Please place curb-
side by 7 a.m. on day of col-
lection.  Transfer Station is 
open on Wednesdays from 
7:30 a.m.- 3 p.m. and Satur-
days from 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. 

Follow Us on Facebook, Ins-
tagram, and X @townofmbts 
and visit the Town website 
www.Manchester.ma.us to 
stay informed.

Options for 
Masconomo Park

By Gregory T. Federspiel

Rising seas and bigger 
storms will alter our 
landscape over time.  

We are seeing early signs of 
this as low-lying areas flood 
more frequently and to a 
greater extent than in the 
past.  For example, many 
were surprised to see Mas-
conomo Park and a section 
of Beach Street under six 
inches of ocean water this 
past winter during a minor 
storm.   

A group of residents who 
attended last week’s work-
shops aimed at develop-
ing possible new plans for 
Masconomo Park provided 
important input to the team 
of design experts brought 
in to assist. Over the course 
of three days a few dozen 
residents engaged at various 
points first walking the Park 
and highlighting the many 
attributes that are valued 
and later giving feedback to 
the concepts that the con-
sultants were developing 
based on the initial citizen 
input.  The highly interac-
tive process yielded strong 
results – a set of concepts co-
produced by residents and 
the professionals who could 
take the ideas provided and 
turn them into practical ap-
plications.

As many know, Mascono-
mo Park was created by fill-
ing tidelands.  Photographs 
from 1900 show Beach Street 
as a causeway traversing the 
mud flats on either side of 
the raised roadbed.  (You can 
still make out the archway 
where the tidal waters used 
to flow under Beach Street 
and up into the old marsh-
lands, now also filled in, 
between Tappan Street and 
the railroad tracks.)  As the 
park evolved, so did its uses. 

There used to be a public 
boat ramp and the parking 
on the point has had differ-
ent configurations over the 
years.  The presence of a ball 
field tended to come and go. 

We rather instinctively 
want to protect what we 
know.  For Masconomo 
keeping what is there would 
require much higher and ex-
tensive seawalls and bring-
ing in a significant amount of 
additional fill to raise the el-
evation of the park.  Neither 
possibility would be permit-
table given local, state, and 
federal regulations.  Regu-
lators may in some limited 
circumstances permit the 
expansion/upgrade of exist-
ing seawalls, but they are not 
allowing new seawalls where 
they currently do not exist. 
And even if it was possible to 
do this, there inevitably will 
be a bigger storm that comes 
along to erase all that new in-
vestment.  

Thus, the focus is on how 
we can stretch out the cur-
rent uses of the park for as 
long as possible and plan for 
the changes that are happen-
ing. Three different designs 
pivoting around the loca-
tion of the parking area were 
developed.  All three have a 
new boardwalk built around 
the wetter southeastern edge 
of the park.  Building such a 
boardwalk now would be 
permissible and once it is in 

place it can be raised as sea 
level rise advances.  Another 
common element is “peeling 
back” the point, removing 
fill and creating a gradual, 
more natural interface with 
the harbor with reestab-
lished saltmarsh areas and 
tidal pools instead of the ex-
isting hardscape of boulders 
that exists today.  

Parking options included 
shifting inland slightly from 
the current location, relo-
cating the parking along the 
access drive, or moving the 
parking to run alongside 
Beach Street.  The most vi-
able long-term solution puts 
parking alongside Beach 
Street.  Eventually, both 
the parking area and Beach 
Street will need to be elevat-
ed to avoid flooding with a 
new raised pier connecting 
Beach Street and the floats at 
the fisherman’s and the rec-
reational boater’s piers. 

Essential elements in 
any of the options in-
cluded retaining the band-
stand (raising the ground  
underneath it over time) 
playground structures for all 
ages and a “great lawn” area 
for community concerts and 
playfield uses.  

The design team devel-
oped sketches of what the 
options could look like and 
how elements of the design 
could be gradually imple-
mented over time.  The de-
signs that emerged from the 
public input will be available 
at the project’s website, ac-
cessible through Coastal 
Vulnerability’s link on the 
Town’s web page. 

Further refinement of the 
designs based on additional 
public input will take place 
and another presentation 
will be made at one of the 
June Select Board meetings.      

90 YEARS AGO – 1934
Officer Daniel MacEachern 

again led his class in Police 
Pistol Marksmanship for the 
final meet of the year.  These 
meets, each of which lasted 
for a month took place for 
the last seven months and 
Officer MacEachern has re-
mained consistently with 
the leaders. Bevo Park at 
the corner of Pleasant and 
School Street has had its 
equipment, such as benches 
and waste cans, put back in 
place for the convenience of 
citizens, who, make use of 
them.

75 YEARS AGO – 1949
To give everyone in Man-

chester the fullest opportu-
nity to learn all the advan-
tages and drawbacks of a 
regional high school a public 
panel discussion on the sub-
ject will be held in Manches-
ter soon under the auspices 
of the Manchester Regional 
High School Committee. On 
Tuesday the Senate followed 
the example of the House 
of Representative and voted 
against the bill authorizing 
the City of Gloucester to ac-
quire Magnolia Beach and 
adjoining lands for parking 
or playground purposes.

60 YEARS AGO – 1964

The Board of Assessors 
announced this week that 
the tax rate for Manchester 
has been set at $65.00 per 
$1,000.00 valuation, an in-
crease of $3.00 over the 1963 
tax rate. Mrs. Hayes’s third 
grade class made a field trip 
on Friday, May 1, to the home 
of Michael Digby at 5 Flately 
Avenue for a first hand ob-
servation of construction 
taking place there.  The ob-
ject of the trip was to review 
a unit entitled “Our Homes.”

45 YEARS AGO – 1979
The Capital Plans Advisory 

Committee (CPAC) would 
like to take this opportu-
nity of recommending the 
approval of the proposed 
expenditure of $83,600 for 
the renovation of the roofs 
of the Memorial School.  At 
the Town Meeting last Sat-
urday, it was voted to place 
this proposal on the written 
ballot of the adjourned Town 
Meeting.

A fire erupted early Tues-
day afternoon and in a mat-
ter of a very few minutes 
completely engulfed the 
barn on the Helmut Hellwig 
estate of Eaglehead.  The 
Hellwigs are new residents to 
Manchester having arrived 
only one month ago.

30 YEARS AGO – 1994
Gayle Macklem, School 

Psychologist in the Man-
chester School System, and 
Special Education Coordina-
tor at Memorial School, was 
recently elected President 
of the Massachusetts School 
Psychologists Association.  
This will give Gayle the op-
portunity to learn about and 
perhaps to influence issues 
that effect children at the 
state and national levels.

The day was nearly per-
fect but still only 1330 of 
the town’s registered voters 
made it to the polls on Mon-
day.  There are, according to 
Town Clerk Gretchen Wood, 
3378 registered voters in 
Manchester.

15 YEARS AGO – 2009
With Town Meeting be-

hind us and the beach sea-
son yet to come Town Hall 
has settled into a methodi-
cal daily routine.  April is 
a transitional time of year 
when Town Hall employ-
ees’ cleanup, catch up and  
prepare for the coming sum-
mer season.

The Manchester Council 
on Aging is pleased to part-
ner with the Manchester 
Community Center and Bev-
erly Bootstraps in bringing a 
Food Pantry to Manchester.

	

DATE	
HIGH	 LOW	 	

AM	 FT	 PM	 FT	 AM	 FT	 PM	 FT	 RISE	 SET	
10	 Fri	 1:26	 11.2	 2:07	 9.5	 8:11	 -0.7	 8:16	 0.6	 5:23	 7:55	
11	 Sat	 2:14	 10.8	 2:58	 9.2	 9:00	 -0.3	 9:04	 0.9	 5:22	 7:56	
12	 Sun	 3:04	 10.3	 3:49	 8.8	 9:48	 0.1	 9:53	 1.3	 5:21	 7:57	
13	 Mon	 3:54	 9.8	 4:41	 8.6	 10:36	 0.6	 10:42	 1.6	 5:20	 7:58	
14	 Tue	 4:47	 9.3	 5:33	 8.4	 11:24	 1.0	 11:33	 1.9	 5:19	 7:59	
15	 Wed	 5:41	 8.9	 6:26	 8.3	 	 	 12:14	 1.4	 5:18	 8:00	
16	 Thu	 6:38	 8.7	 7:18	 8.3	 12:25	 2.1	 1:04	 1.6	 5:17	 8:01	

	
	
	

Tides & Sun Chart For The Week Ahead

58 Hart Street
Beverly Farms 
978.927.0153  

beverly-farms.com
juelandcompany.com    

G R E E N H O U S E
Bever ly  Farms

ig | @chapmansflorist_bevfarms | @juelandco

Cuteness in a clutch, 
or a drawstring 

leather crossbody.

Come on in.
We have everything 

for Mom.

Parking options 
included shifing 
inland slightly 

from the current 
location, relocating 
the parking along 
the access drive 

or moving to run 
along Beach St.

978.768.7900 | www.carpmac.com

May 6, 2024
MBTA Question of the Week #3:  

Can the MBTA Zoning District(s) be an overlay district?  What does that mean?

It can be an overlay district or districts.  An overlay zoning district superimposes an ad-
ditional set of regulations over existing zoning districts.  The basic rules for the underly-
ing districts remain unchanged, while special rules are applied to projects that are built 

according to the overlay district.  Manchester currently has several such districts including 
a “Water Resource Overlay District” that includes additional regulations for protecting the 
water supply. Any other use besides multifamily housing would have to conform to the 
underlying zoning regulations.    
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Peter Morton for MBTS 
Planning Board

Dear Manchester residents,

My name is Peter Morton, 
and I am writing to you to ask 
for your vote on May 21st for 
a seat on the Planning Board.  
I have been a Manchester res-
ident since 1992, raising three 
children here, all of whom 
benefitted from attending 
Manchester schools begin-
ning with Memorial and con-
tinuing through High School.  
My wife and I are empty nest-
ers and reflect often on how 
lucky we are to live in MBTS. 

We were both continu-
ally active in our children’s 
youth sports careers, coach-
ing and serving on boards, 
giving back as most parents 
in our community do.  I am 
at a point in my career where 
I am fortunate to have more 
time and I want to dedicate 
it to our town.  I have always 
been interested in our town’s 
development, attending Se-
lect Board, Planning, Town, 
and other meetings regularly. 
It seems that at this moment, 
the confluence of substantial 
developments before us is 
considerable. 

I have had a 40-year ca-
reer as an executive in sales 
and marketing, developing 
effective communication, 
negotiating, and listening 
skills.  I have always been col-
laborative and open-minded 
– weighing alternate opinions 
before deciding. 

My interest in joining 
the Planning Board focuses 
primarily on “maintaining 
and enhancing the natural 
and historical amenities of 
MBTS” while “promoting the 
development of a sustain-
able coastal community and 
encourage climate resiliency 
and adaptation.”  Mostly I 
want to contribute to protect-
ing the character of MBTS 
and I want to collaborate 
with the citizens of our town 
to do it.  I ask for your vote 
for a seat on the Planning 
Board on May 21.
Sincerely,

Peter Morton
Manchester

Sarah Creighton for 
Planning Board

I am running for re-election 
to the Manchester Planning 
Board and ask for your vote 
at the election on May 21st.

My family chose to move 

here more than 20 years 
ago because of Manches-
ter’s strong sense of place, 
walkable streets, and special 
character.  I have come to 
care deeply about the town 
and would like to continue to 
use my experience to help to 
achieve its goals.

I have significant planning 
board experience.  I am fin-
ishing a three-year term, dur-
ing which I helped spearhead 
the upgrading of our zoning, 
and a number of years ago, I 
also filled a one-year vacancy 
on the board.  Before mov-
ing to Manchester, I was vice 
chair of the Newbury Plan-
ning Board for seven years 
and dealt with complex plan-
ning issues associated with a 
number of large residential 
subdivisions.

I have a strong track record 
of advancing dialogue and 
delivering results in Man-
chester.  As a member of the 
School Committee during 
the early years of regional-
ization, I helped to build a 
strong partnership with Es-
sex.  I chaired the MERSD 
Middle/High School build-
ing committee – overseeing 
that award-winning project 
that was completed on time 
and under budget.  I have 
served on the Downtown Im-
provement, Memorial School 
Building, and Harbor Man-
agement Committees.  I am a 
realist about municipal bud-
gets, planning board author-
ity, and the role of the public 
in shaping strategic decisions 
for the town.

My career focuses on cli-
mate change action, energy, 
and sustainability and I serve 
on the board of the Essex 
County Greenbelt.  I hold an 
M.S. in Environmental Policy 
and Civil Engineering from 
Tufts and a B.S. in Physics 
from Bates. 

I care deeply about the 
town and would like to con-
tinue to use my experience 
to help balance compliance 
with recent state mandates 
and the need for affordable 
housing, while preserving 
our community’s unique 
character and valued assets.

I look forward to continu-
ing to use my knowledge of 
zoning and planning, as well 
as my demonstrated munici-
pal project leadership and 
collaboration skills for Man-
chester.  Thank you for your 
support.

Sincerely, 

Sarah Hammond Creigh-
ton 
Manchester

Setting the Record 
Straight on Smart 
Meters and Safety

I feel bound to respond to 
the letter from Johanna M. 
Keefe in the May 3rd edition 
of the Cricket.  I was the per-
son who spoke up at the last 
Town Meeting to rebut the 
claims that the electromag-
netic radiation from smart 
water meters could damage 
your health. 

I must rebut Ms. Keefe’s 
claim that my knowledge in 
this area is industry funded.  
I received a D. Phil degree 
from Oxford University radio-
carbon dating for archaeol-
ogy and incidentally also for 
tracking fossil fuel CO2 enter-
ing the atmosphere.  My work 
has involved many types of 
radiation, focused strongly 
on safety.

Electromagnetic radiation 
of all types occupies a large 
spectrum of wavelengths, 
and includes radio waves, mi-
crowaves, infrared heat radi-
ation, light waves, ultraviolet, 
x-rays, and gamma radiation.  
What harm can each of these 
do to us?  All these forms of 
electromagnetic radiation 
carry energy from a source to 
a destination, in tiny pulses 
of energy, called photons, at 
the speed of light. 

Light has a spectrum of 
colors that our eyes can see, 
ranging from red to violet, 
which has the highest en-
ergy we can see.  Light is 
nearly harmless, and we are 
exposed to a lot of it, for our 
entire lives.  Ultra-violet ra-
diation is invisible, and each 
photon carries more energy 
than visible light.  This can 
cause damage to our skin, 
ranging from sunburn to skin 
cancers.  X-rays have still 
higher energy, and they can 
interact with our tissue in 
harmful ways, and can cause 
biochemical changes which 
lead to cancer.  They can also 
be used in focused beams to 
alleviate cancer.  Doctors and 
nurses who use x-rays take 
great precautions to mini-
mize their exposure to x-rays 
while treating patients.  Gam-
ma rays have still higher en-
ergy per photon and are still 
more effective at penetrating 
matter.  They also have the 
ability to cause biochemical 
reactions and cause cancer 
and other forms of damage.

But as we look at types of 
radiation with lower energy 
per photon, the situation is 
quite different.  First, infra-
red radiation (which is invis-
ible) is radiant heat – we feel 
it when we stand in the sun.  
Under certain circumstances 
this can damage our bodies, 
crops, and other items, sim-
ply by heating them up ex-
cessively.  However, almost 
none of this radiation carries 
enough energy in each pho-
ton to cause biochemical re-
actions.

Microwave radiation, 
which is the radiation used 
in radar, in microwave ovens, 
and in cellular telephonic 
communication, has much 
lower energy.  The energy in 
each photon is about one mil-
lionth that of a visible photon 
and is much too small to 
cause biochemical reactions.  
It is called non-ionizing ra-
diation.  However, it has been 
known for 80 years or so, that 
if you place your body in an 
intense beam of microwave 

radiation, you will get deep 
burns, and damage related to 
strong heating.  If you place 
your eyes into such a beam, 
you may damage the cornea 
and the lens of your eye.  As 
I said in the Town Meeting, if 
you stand on a ladder in front 
of one of the long-distance 
transmitters on a radio tower 
or a radar transmitter, you 
are risking this kind of dam-
age.

But let me stress that the 
harm that microwave radia-
tion can do comes only from 
its heating effect – i.e. if you 
are using hundreds of watts 
of power to generate a micro-
wave source, you can cause 
severe burns of flesh.  But if 
you are using a cell phone, 
the highest power that it can 
emit is 3 watts. Think of the 
power in a tiny lightbulb in 
a 20th century flashlight – it 
might feel warm to the touch, 
but it won’t harm you.  The 
radiation from a cell phone is 
not going to cause biochemi-
cal reactions, and it is not go-
ing to burn you, because the 
energy is simply too low.

Now, consider a water me-
ter, or other device which 
uses cellular technology to 
communicate with a utility.  
Its maximum power level is 
similar, at 3 watts, but most 
of the time it is off.  It can-
not do you any harm when 
it’s transmitting because the 
power is way too low. 

I do not dismiss com-
pletely the possibility that 
cell phones can do harm to 
us and to our kids – but that 
harm comes from the content 
in many ways – from doom-
scrolling to distraction to ad-
diction to visual stimulation, 
and so on.  But no biochemi-
cal harm comes from these 
devices.  I am aware that cell 
phone use is alleged to corre-
late with brain cancers – but 
I have tried to follow these 
claims to well-controlled ex-
periments, and only found 
one 2006 study related to 
the use of 1990s analog cell 
phones; this study apparent-
ly resolved a small effect after 
15 years of cell-phone use. 
The formal reference is En-
vironmental Health Perspec-
tives. 2008 Oct; 116(10): A422.  
I have requested information 
on other studies in this field 
from Environmental Work-
ing Group, but have received 
none.  According to the 
American Cancer Society and 
my own searching, this re-
sult has not been replicated.  
The National Cancer Institute 
states: “there is currently no 
consistent evidence that non-
ionizing radiation increases 
cancer risk in humans.  The 
only consistently recognized 
biological effect of radiofre-
quency radiation in humans 
is heating.”

Regarding the cost of these 
water meters, they are re-
placing 20-year-old failing 
meters, at a net cost to each 
subscriber of about $30/year.

Let’s focus on real environ-
mental risks.  PFAS, insec-
ticides, and many forms of 
chemical pollution are real 
threats, significantly increas-
ing risks of cancer and harm-
ing our food supply.  Climate 
change is posing an existen-
tial threat to us.  Radiation 
from our water meters is a 
complete non-issue.

Nicholas R. White.
Manchester

“Flawless” MBTS ATM

To the accolades due Town 
Moderator Alan Wilson for 
his usual flawless perfor-
mance at Town Meeting, I’d 
like to add a special thanks 

for the introduction of closed 
captioning. Now often un-
able to follow the discourse 
at large gatherings due to 
hearing loss, I was delighted 
to be kept informed. Thanks 
also to ADA advisory commit-
tee member Caitlin Eppes for 
bringing this service to Alan’s 
attention.

Helen Bethell 
Manchester

Manchester Town 
Meeting and Capital 
Projects

First, I would like to thank ev-
eryone for a successful town 
meeting and their support on 
DPW Town Meeting articles 
and continued support for 
DPW projects.  As with most 
things at Town Meeting a 
lot of the work happens be-
fore the actual meeting and 
the major capital items on 
this year’s warrant and sub-
sequent ballot vote are no 
exception. We (DPW person-
nel, other Town staff, Select 
Board, Finance Committee 
and others) spent innumera-
ble hours doing the requisite 
research, study, planning, 
benchmarking, engineering 
and deliberation before this 
bond article (or any other 
capital request) made it to 
town meeting floor.  

Please check out the agen-
da center and town YouTube 
channel on the Town web-
site to review some of the 
prior planning and debate.  
I would like to also note that 
while DPW will shepherd and 
execute these projects (i.e., 
spend the money), these are 
all Town projects for the bet-
terment and efficiency of the 
systems and benefit the tax-
payers, rate payers and the 
environment of the Town.   

It is important to note that 
the water and sewer system 
are enterprise systems, i.e. 
financially self-sustaining.  
The Town has made the com-
mitment to own and operate 
these systems and we need to 
invest and reinvest in these 
systems accordingly; all rev-
enue (rates and taxes) need 
to cover expenses. This is 
business 101 I think we can all 
agree on.

On the water side we have 
spent many hours, days, and 
weeks discussing the system 
at large and needed improve-
ments.  There is a plethora of 
information both on the DPW 
webpage and now the water 
protection task force page. 
The short version is that the 
meters are 20+/- years old 
which is about the useful life 
(most of the pipes are over 
100-years old which is also 
old).  

As was also mentioned pri-
or and at Town Meeting, we 
are piloting the technology 
prior to buying it (more due 
diligence) and early reviews 
have been positive with some 
additional questions to be 
asked and answered during 
the request for proposal. It 
does seem the technology is 
worth investing in, too, but 
that is only part of what we 
are doing on behalf of the 
Town. 

With respect to water me-
ters, the metrics are as fol-
lows: according to our 2023 
Annual Statistical Report 
(ASR), we calculated 16.2% 
Unaccounted for Water 
(UAW).  The state standard 
is 10%. UAW is quite simply 
the amount of water pumped 
(metered at the plant and 
well) minus metered water 
(also known as revenue me-
ters) and confidently estimat-
ed use.  

Several factors can contrib-
ute to UAW, such as small 
leaks, big leaks, construc-
tion, theft, and another big 
one: (in)accuracy of meters. 
In our case, we replaced 
the meters at the plant in 
the last two years (before 
that they were original to 
the plant); we calibrate the 
meter at the well annually 
(and will replace it when we 
implement improvements 
to treat PFAS); we do leak 
detection every other year 
(minimum, sometimes an-
nually if we notice spikes 
in pumping); we estimate 
lost water for breaks; we 
estimate use for construc-
tion and firefighting; and I 
assume that most people 
are not knowingly steal-

ing water from hydrants or 
otherwise.  This only leaves 
under-registering (revenue) 
meters as a (major) source of 
UAW.

While it would be nice to 
get to 0% UAW, this is not 
likely or probable either.  
However, if you assume that 
7% of our UAW is associated 
with the meters, thus getting 
us below the 10% threshold, 
and that our annual rev-
enue is somewhere between 
$1.3M and $1.5M (depending 
on the year), then that 7% 
represents approximately 
$100,000 of (lost) revenue, 
conservatively.  Given a po-
tential $1.5M price tag we are 
looking at a 15-year ROI.  We 
expect a 20-year life cycle for 
new meters.  

Of course, this is just some 
simple math using a snapshot 
of 2023 data.  You could also 
consider meters underread-
ing getting worse over time, 
better or worse results in 
terms of UAW, or any other 
variables and tweak the num-
bers accordingly.  We should 
also consider that this project 
is supported by many other 
factors beyond revenue and 
ROI. 

Again, thank you for your 
support of these Town proj-
ects and if there are any other 
questions, please feel free to 
stop by or call the office. 

Charles Dam
Director, Manchester Dept. of 
Public Works

Support Essex 
Elementary School’s 
Next Chapter at the 
Ballot

At its last meeting on April 
30th, the Memorial School 
Building Committee (MSBC) 
voted to support the Feasibil-
ity study for Essex Elemen-
tary.  

As the Memorial School 
construction project wound 
down, our committee had 
a chance to walk Essex El-
ementary to assess its condi-
tion and we found that ma-
jor systems such as the roof, 
windows and the boiler had 
exceeded their useful life.   
A study conducted in 2023 
by Habeeb Associates con-
firmed this and noted addi-
tional concerns with hidden 
systems such as domestic hot 
and cold water, heating dis-
tribution piping and compo-
nents, and electrical wiring 
and panels.  Further, the cur-
rent 67-year-old building is 
not designed for how schools 
operate and deliver instruc-
tion in the 21st century. 

The MSBA has a very pre-
scriptive process, and the 
Feasibility Study is essentially 
a data gathering exercise that 
informs the recommenda-
tion the District makes to the 
MSBA about what action to 
take—whether that be a reno-
vation, addition/renovation, 
or rebuild. 

Along with choosing an 
owner’s project manager 
and an architect, the Essex 
School Building Committee 
will be gathering the follow-
ing relevant data: 

• Specifics on the education-
al program

• An initial space summary
• Documenting existing con-

ditions and establishing de-
sign parameters

• Developing and evaluating 
alternatives

Throughout this time, the 
District will hold public fo-
rums for Essex and Manches-
ter residents to share what 
we’ve learned and to ask 
questions.  It’s an iterative 
and robust process. 

The new Essex SBC is com-
prised of a diverse group of 
public officials and citizens 
from both towns, with over 
a century’s combined exper-
tise in all aspects of construc-
tion and the state-driven pro-
cess.  Many members have 
also served on the Middle/
High School and/or Memo-
rial projects, where we have 
established a track record of 
great success in execution 
and collaboration, delivering 
two buildings on time and 
under budget. 

Please join us (present and 
former SBC members) in sup-
porting the Essex feasibility 
study on the ballot in Man-
chester on May 21st. 

Gordon Brewster
Remko Brueker
Annie Cameron
Sarah Creighton
Shannon Erdmann
Andy Oldeman
Lisa O’Donnell
Tim O’Leary
Tyler Virden
Caroline Weld
Adam Zaiger

The Cricket publishes every letter it receives.  Letters should 
be original, no more than 400-600 words and written in a 
general spirit of discourse, signed and include an email/phone 
and a valid address in case we have questions.  We may edit 
letters for clarity and accuracy.  We do not accept multiple let-
ters on a single issue by the same author.  Longer pieces (up to 
1,000 words) may be submitted for consideration as an Op-Ed 
Commentary.  Please send submissions to letters@crick-
etpress.com.

Sales service rentals

we fix all makes

Come visit our new location 
@ 21C Lexington Ave, Magnolia

(978) 712-8012

Grand opening Feb 2
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CAPE ANN

$45
ADULTS

$40
SENIORS 

(65+)

$20
STUDENTS 

OF ANY AGE

$5
YOUTH 

(12 AND UNDER)

 TICKETS AND INFO: 978-281-0543 OR CAPEANNSYMPHONY.ORG

SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2PM
MANCHESTER-ESSEX RHS

THE 
THREE BsArchitect: Julia Chuslo | Photography:  Jack Vatcher

Are you ready for spring?

Cape Ann Museum Acquires Hopkinson’s 
“Three Dancing Girls”

By Erika Brown

For the last 30 years, Cape 
Ann Museum visitors have 
become familiar with a 

stunning painting hanging promi-
nently at the top of the staircase 
in the museum’s main hall.  It’s 
Charles Hopkinson’s “Three 
Dancing Girls,” a fresh, colorful, 
lively painting that has been on 
loan since 1997. 

Well, this month, the museum 
announced it has acquired the 
painting from its private owner.

“The thing that I really love 
about this particular story is that 
this piece has been on view and 
loved by visitors since the 1990s,” 
said Oliver Barker, director of the 
Cape Ann Museum.  “It always felt 
like a part of the museum’s fabric.  
And, now, it is.”

Barker said Hopkinson holds an 
important place in the Cape Ann 
story. 

Charles Hopkinson, a longtime 
resident of Manchester, was one 
of the most successful portrait 
painters in America during the 
first half of the 20th  Century.  
Over his 60-year career, he made 
more than 700 portraits including 
two of United States’ presidents, 
four Supreme Court justices, 
and 65 of university presidents, 
deans, and professors, according 
to the museum’s archives. 

He was also part of the team of 
artists, selected by the National 
Art Committee in 1919, to paint 
portraits of the delegates to the 
Versailles Peace Conference.  
While primarily known as an oil 
painter and portraitist, Hopkin-
son also worked in watercolors. 

For “Three Dancing Girls,”  a 
1988 essay by Leah Lipton, 
“Charles Hopkinson: Pictures 
from a New England Past,” noted 
that the title should be credited 
to John Singer Sargent “…after 
seeing the girls dressed in old-
fashioned costumes, dancing on 
the rocks in Manchester.  Sargent 
visited the Manchester house in 
1916 while he was in Boston work-
ing on the murals at the (Boston) 
public library.”  In 1917, Sargent 
and Isabella Stewart Gardner re-

portedly visited the Hopkinson 
house in Manchester too and en-
couraged Hopkinson to finish the 
painting.

“Three Dancing Girls captures 
a very personal moment … It fea-
tures three of Hopkinson’s four 
daughters,” said Barker, who said 
the scene is particularly apt given 
the museum last weekend held its 
annual Cape Ann Blossoms event in 
which more than 20 floral design-
ers from around the North Shore 
created eye-catching arrangements 
inspired by artworks around the 
museum.  

One of the arrangements was in-
spired by, and displayed next to, 
Three Dancing Girls.

Barker reports the painting will 

be sent immediately for profes-
sional conservation.

“That will ensure the painting 
will be enjoyed for decades to 
come,” he said.

Appreciation for Hopkinson is 
enjoying what some call “a mo-
ment.”  Last year, the Manches-
ter by the Sea Museum acquired 
three Hopkinson paintings after 
Matt Genta, then-president of the 
museum set his eyes on tracking 
down works by prominent Man-
chester artists, including Charles 
Hopkinson, Anna Coleman Ladd, 
and Katharine Lane Weems.

“Three Dancing 
Girls,” oil on canvas 

by Manchester artist 
Charles Hopkinson 

(1869-1962), has 
been on loan and 

on display for 
decades at the Cape 
Ann Museum.  This 

month, the museum 
announced it has 

acquired the painting.  
This photo was shot 

last weekend, and 
displays a beautiful 
floral arrangement 

inspired by the 
two Hopkinson 

paintings as part 
of the museum’s 
popular annual 

“Blossoms” event.                          
Photo: Oliver Barker

Last summer, then-president of the Manchester by the Sea Museum Matt Genta sat on the porch of the “Hop House” with Hopkinson grandson Charles Shurcliff, who is 
himself a painter.  The pair were chatting just a few  feet from the setting of “Three Dancing Girls” (above, right).   Photo: Kris McGinn)

Charles Hopkison, painting his 
daughter Mary in 1918.   
 Photo: Smithsonian
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GIRLS TENNIS:
Hornets Girls Tennis had an-
other successful week, this 
one highlighted by a hard 
fought 3-2 win at Ipswich and 
a very competitive rematch 
against Newburyport that 
was ultimately postponed 
by rain.  The Ipswich match 
featured wins by Sienna 
Crocker, Grace Scarbrough 
/ Sarah Cort, and Mackay 
Brooks / Emily Parkins.  Gray-
son Crocker and Nina Zalosh 
played very tight matches at 
first and second singles as 
they continued to play great 
tennis but couldn’t quite pull 
out the victories. 
The Hornets finished the 
week at 8-1 overall and are 
currently undefeated in the 
CAL. The upcoming week 
is a big one, with rivals Lyn-
nfield and Hamilton Wenham 

on the schedule, along with 
Rockport and the potential 
completion of the Newbury-
port match.  Let’s go Hornets!

BASEBALL:
5/2
Newburyport 9
ME 8

ME fell short, but had great 
production from the bats.  
Troy Flood Went 3-4 with an 
RBI. Kevin Mckenna was 3-3 
with 3 RBI’s.  Ross Edelstein 
contributed with 2 hits and 
Matt Mckenna had 2 hits.  
Eighth grader Kevin Heim 
made outstanding plays at SS.
5/4
HW 8
ME 6

Nick Brown did a great job on 
the mound pitching 4 innings 

and coming out with the lead.  
Troy Flood led the offense 
going 3-4 with a HR, Double 
and an RBI.  Matt Mckenna 
chipped in with 2 hits and an 
RBI.  Nick Glass and Parker 
Woodman each had a hit.

BOYS LACROSSE:
The Manchester Essex boys’ 
lacrosse team split their 
home and away games this 
past week with a win at 
home vs Amesbury 17-5, and 
a tough but very close loss 
on the road to #3 Ranked 
Weston by one 8-7.  The Hor-
nets play three games this 
coming week, with a home 
game hosting Pentucket on 
Tuesday, and travel to Ips-
wich HS on Thursday and 
Gloucester HS on Saturday.

SOFTBALL:
The Hornets lost to George-
town to start the week 7-3.  
Anna Gardner was 2-4 with 
an RBI. Abby Aiello was 1-3 
with an RBI.  Penelope Riggs 

was 1-4 with an RBI.  Celia 
Mann and Lucy Parmelee 
also contributed with hits.  
Anna Gardner went the dis-
tance giving up four earned 
runs and had seven strike-
outs. The Hornets traveled to 
Newburyport on Wednesday 
losing 1-0 in a pitchers’ duel.  
Anna Gardner was phenome-
nal in the circle going the dis-
tance!  She gave up no earned 
runs and had 5 strikeouts on 
the day.  Lucy Parmelee laid 
down a perfect bunt in the 
sixth to give the Hornets a 
chance to take the lead, but 
they could not cash in.
The Hornets lost a tough one 
to Hamilton Wenham on Fri-
day 6-5.  The Hornets trailed 
4-1 before scoring four times 
in the sixth to take the lead 
5-4.  H-W came back with two 
in the bottom of the sixth to 
take the lead.  Bianca Torri 
put down a perfect bunt in 
the seventh to put runners 
at second and third and 
only one out, but the Hor-

nets could not score.  Anna 
Gardner was 3-4 with two 
RBIs and 3 stolen bases.  Pe-
nelope Riggs hit one off the 
fence to drive in a run. Syd-
ney Hemme doubled and just 
missed a homerun and was 
2-3 with 2 RBIs. 

GIRLS LACROSSE:
The Hornets secured another 
pair of CAL wins in week 5 of 
the spring season.  On Friday, 
May 3rd, the Hornets faced 
the Georgetown Royals and 
asserted their strength from 
the first whistle.  They were 
up 6-0 at halftime and ended 
the game with an impres-
sive 13-0 victory.  This win 
marks another shutout for 
junior goalie Bridgid Carvil-
lano.  On the offensive side, 
Mechi O’Neil led the team 
with four goals, followed by 
Abby Kent, Maggie Light, and 
Charlotte Crocker, each con-
tributing a pair.  The Hornets 
maintained their momentum 
through the weekend when 
they faced Hamilton Wen-
ham on Sunday, May 5th.  
With a 10-3 lead at halftime, 
the Hornets secured a solid 

13-7 win. Sylvie McCavanaugh 
led the offense this time with 
six goals, supported by three 
from Charlotte Crocker.  Me-
chi O’Neil’s six draw controls 
set the team up for success.  
The defense remained strong 
under pressure, with Bridgid 
Carovillano tallying ten saves.  
Next up, the Hornets prepare 
for a big week, facing Pen-
tucket, Ipswich, and Med-
field, aiming to improve their 
record to 10-1 for the 2024 
season.

BOYS TENNIS:
The Manchester Essex boys’ 
tennis team brought its re-
cord to 8-2 on the season with 
wins over Rockport, New-
buryport and Ipswich and a 
narrow defeat to Hamilton 
Wenham.  Coming off their 
CAL Individual Tournament 
title over the weekend with 
first singles Jack Cummins 
and third singles Jan Vytopil 
winning individual titles, the 
boys knew that they had a 
big week ahead of them not 
only in terms of a league title 
but state tournament power 
rankings as well.  Hamilton 
Wenham was ranked num-
ber one in Division IV coming 
into the week with Newbury-
port also highly ranked in 
Division III.  The jam-packed 
week started on Tuesday as 
the boys traveled to Rock-
port and won every match 
in straight sets including a 
second doubles match of Bro-
die Tolo and Shay Englehardt 
looking solid as they stepped 
into the varsity lineup and 
won 6-2, 6-3.  On Wednesday 
against Hamilton Wenham 
Jan Vytopil and Charlie Vird-
en took home the points for 
the Hornets as four out of the 
five matches went three sets 
in a narrow 2-3 loss.  Thurs-
day, the boys went right back 
to work as they took on New-
buryport and defeated them 
in a 3-0 rain shortened match 
with all three wins coming 
in the singles positions.  Ip-
swich Friday was also an ex-
cellent match for the boys as 
they won at each position in 
straight sets.  The boys travel 
to Lynnfield next week to 
take on the Pioneers.  Lyn-
nfield’s earlier win over HW 
has since pushed them up to 
the number one spot in the 
state, so we will see where 
things shake out after the 
match.

Rapid Transit: ME Girls Tennis 
Gets Up to Speed Quickly in 2024

By Jason Brisbois

With four of the sev-
en starting players 
graduating from a 

team that went to the Div. 4 
Final in 2023, the assump-
tion was that it would take 
players on the Manchester 
Essex girls tennis team some 
time to adjust to new roles 
and get up to speed and 
learn on the job.  The big-
gest question hovering over 
the team at the start of this 
spring, then, was: How long 
would this process take?

If the first half of the sea-
son is any indication, the an-
swer to that question is reso-
lutely, “Not very long.”

After losing a close one to 
Masco to open the regular 
season, the Hornets have 
won nine straight matches 
to amass a 9-1 record and 
rocket into the upper eche-
lon of the Cape Ann League.  
Both starting doubles teams 
were undefeated through 
nine matches, and the roster 
boasts enviable depth, talent 
and consistency from top to 
bottom.

“Honestly, [it] has gone as 
well as I could have hoped,” 
says Manchester Essex girl 
tennis coach Barrett Alston.  
“All seven starters are ei-
ther new to varsity or are 
playing in a higher position 
in the lineup than last year.  
We will keep working on the 
tennis skillsets that will help 
us compete and be able to 
adapt strategies to different 
opponents as we prep for 
the playoffs.”

The postseason seems like 
a foregone conclusion for a 
group that had the pedigree 
to be a top team but carried 
some uncertainty because of 
the roster turnover.  That un-
certainty is a distant memo-
ry now.

“We are doing well be-
cause we have great depth, 
a fully committed team, 
and two great senior cap-
tains who set the tone for 
the team,” explains Alston.  

“Definitely a confidence 
boost to win the matches.”

Those captains – the sib-
ling duo of Grayson and Si-
enna Crocker – are leading 
the way for the team with 
both their play and their 
knack for setting the tone 
for the rest of the Hornets.  
Grayson moved from third to 
first singles this season, and 
Sienna moved from playing 
second doubles in 2023 to 
third singles in 2024.

“They’ve thrived in the 
new positions, winning big 
matches and truly setting an 
example of how to practice 
hard, compete with a great 
mix of intensity and sports-
manship,” says Alston.

The rest of the Manchester 
Essex lineup has been just 
as impressive stepping into 
new roles.

“Nina Zalosh was on jay-
vee last year, now playing 
second singles and compet-
ing hard in long, grinding 
matches,” explains Alston.  
“First doubles of Grace Scar-
brough/Sarah Cort – a soph-

omore and freshman – have 
gelled into a great team, 
won the CAL Open, and 
play great attacking doubles.  
[The] second doubles of Em-
ily Parkins/Mackay Brooks, 
neither played tennis last 
year but can flat out com-
pete and complement each 
other’s games really well.”

The team’s talent and 
depth were evident in a 4-1 
win over Newburyport at 
home on April 23.  Sienna 
Crocker and Zalosh won 
lengthy, competitive, three-
set matches to complete 
the win over a squad fielded 
from a bigger school that 
plays in a higher division.

“We’ve had the same line-
up throughout the season, 
so seeing the value of con-
sistency,” explains Alston.  
“Singles and doubles require 
such different skillsets, so 
it’s great to see the players 
developing the shots, [the] 
movement required to suc-
ceed.”

Manchester Essex contin-
ued its torrid pace against 

top competition at the start 
of this week with a 3-2 win 
over tennis stalwart Lyn-
nfield on May 6.  After 
that, the team had road 
matches with CAL rivals  
Hamilton-Wenham (May 
9) and Rockport (May 10).  
Matches with the Pioneers 
and Generals should serve 
as measuring sticks for this 
team.

“We played them in the 
state semis and final last 
year,” Alston says of Hamil-
ton Wenham and Lynnfield.  
“They are, again, excellent 
teams with great players, I’d 
expect them both to make 
deep runs in state tourna-
ment again.  Currently they 
are fourth and first, respec-
tively, in Div. 4 power rank-
ings – we are third.

Alston adds: “Win or lose, 
we’ll take those matches 
and results and use them to 
inform how we’ll practice 
and prepare for other big 
matches later in the season, 
potentially rematches in the 
tournament.”

 In the Hornets’ Nest

800-736-4929
ScottEnergyCo.com
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This ad space has been purchased by the ScottEnergy Company  
and is offered free of charge to local non-profits 501(c)(3) and  

public organizations. Call the Manchester Cricket at 978-526-7171  
to reserve this space for your group.
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At number 2 singles, Nina Zalosh returns the ball to her Lynnfield rival on Monday at Memorial 
School courts.  The Hornets came away with the W, 3-2.  They are 8-1 for the season at press time.   
 Photo Paul Clark)

Positive Signs for 
ME Boys Tennis in 
First Half of 2024

By Jason Brisbois

The signs are already 
showing that this could 
be a special year for the 

Manchester Essex boys’ ten-
nis team.

Of course, it’s easy to look 
at the Hornets’ 8-2 record 
in the first 10 games of the 
2024 season and make as-
sumptions about this being a 
quality team.  However, the 
evidence is there that there 
might be even more to this 
team’s success story so far 
than the record would indi-
cate.

The first exhibit would be 
how Manchester Essex fared 
against some of the top com-
petition on the North Shore 
and in the Cape Ann League 
during their first half of the 
season gauntlet.  The Hor-
nets have a pair of wins over 
perennial tennis power New-
buryport (the most recent be-
ing a 3-0 win in a rain-short-
ened match on May 2), a pair 
of 5-0 wins over Rockport 
and Ipswich and a close, 3-2 
loss to a Hamilton-Wenham 
team that could have final say 
in who takes home both the 
Cape Ann League and MIAA 
Division 4 crowns.

“We played them tough,” 
says ME boys tennis coach 
Rob Bilsbury of the loss to 

Hamilton-Wenham. Out of 
the five matches, four of 
them went to three sets.  That 
tells us that we know we can 
play with them and are right 
there with them.

He adds: “To be able to 
beat Newburyport twice was 
a great test for us and we did 
well.  That’s a really talented, 
really amazing team. We had 
four matches in five days, and 
we played rock-solid in all of 
them.”

The gauntlet was no less 
challenging at the start of 
this week, with the Hornets 
slated to face Lynnfield on 
May 6 on the road, followed 
by matches against a deep 
and talented Gloucester team 
(May 8), and one of the best 
Rockport squads in recent 
memory (May 10, 4:15 p.m.).

The Hornets, Pioneers and 
Generals are currently the 
top three teams in the CAL: 
Third-place Lynnfield picked 
up a win over first-place 
Hamilton-Wenham recently, 
which means second-place 
Hornets were certain to have 
their hands full against the 
Pioneers. “If we win [against 
Lynnfield], it gives us a sense 
that we can play with a team 
that is sitting atop Div. 4,” ex-
plains Bilsbury.  

Jack Cummins serving during a match with Newburyport in a rain-
shortened game that the Hornets won 3-0.  The boys sit at 8-3 for the 
season.  Photo Paul Clark

...(Continued on page 7)
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Library Closed
The library will be closed on Monday, May 27 in observance 
of Memorial Day.

Friends of the Library Plant Swap
Wednesday, May 22 from 5;30-7 p.m.  Bring a plant, take a 
plant, or both.  If it’s raining we will meet under the portico.

Healthy Eating Habits Workshop
Wednesday, May 29 at 7 p.m.  Registration required.

Pet Loss Grief Support
Monday, May 13 at 7 p.m.  Join grief support specialist Marla 
Andrews of Humane Hearts, LLC.  If you have experienced 
the loss of a beloved pet or are anticipating a loss, please join 
us for a conversation about this topic and find support avail-
able to help guide you.  No registration required.

Community Book Group
Monday, May 20 at 10 a.m.  Join us for a discussion of “Se-
crets of the Sprakkar” by  Eliza Reid.

Regional Social Worker
Wednesdays, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. in the first -floor meeting room.  
Free, private, and confidential, learn about resources, gain 
strategies and skill to assist in stress reduction and manage-
ment.  No appointment necessary.

CFCE Science Thursdays
Thursdays 9-10 a.m. for ages 2-6 years old.  Join Ms. Christine 
for some STEAM fun, you will listen to stories, then explore 
science, technology, engineering, art, and math.  Space is 
limited so please register.

ESSEX POLICE NOTES 

MONDAY, APRIL 29
8:53 a.m.  Western Ave., animal complaint, assisted as need-
ed. 10:28 a.m.  Pickering St., fire alarm, cleared false alarm.
12:16 p.m.  Water St., brush fire, fire false. 1:11 p.m.  Picker-
ing St., male choking, transported to hospital.

TUESDAY, APRIL 30
12:12 a.m.  Centennial Grove Rd., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 1:16 a.m.  Main St., selective enforcement, no ac-
tion taken. 6:13 a.m.  Conomo Point Rd., directed patrol, 
secured/checked. 6:43 a.m.  Scotts Way, directed patrol, se-
cured/checked.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1
11:16 a.m.  Southern Ave., male with medical problem trans-
ported to hospital. 12:22 p.m.  Story St., directed patrol, se-
cured/checked. 5:38 p.m.  Wood Drive, parking complaint, 
gone on arrival. 9:01 p.m.  Route 128SB, disabled motor ve-
hicle, vehicle towed.

THURSDAY, MAY 2
10:48 a.m.  Conomo Point Rd., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 2:45 p.m.  Martin St., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 7:27 p.m.  Conomo Point Rd., directed patrol, se-
cured/checked. 8:35 p.m.  Chebacco Terrace, directed pa-
trol, secured/checked.

FRIDAY, MAY 3
8:44 a.m.  Southern Ave., community policing, secured/
checked. 12:13 p.m.  Story St., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 6:12 p.m.  Martin St., selective enforcement, se-
cured/checked. 7:54 p.m.  Eastern Ave., erratic operator, 
gone on arrival.

SATURDAY, MAY 4
1:15 a.m.  John Wise Ave., directed patrol, secured/checked.
1:35 a.m.  Route 128NB, directed patrol, secured/checked.
3:27 a.m.  Chebacco Terrace, directed patrol, secured/
checked. 6:55 a.m.  Spring St., directed patrol, secured/
checked.
 

Little ones were treated to stories and teatime at the Teddy Bear 
Tea.  Courtesy Photo

Town Administrator’s Report
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 
of May 6, 2024
Report covers from April 20, 
2024 to May 3, 2024

Economic Development 
Committee Meeting 
Summary
The Town Administrator 
(TA) attended the subject 
meeting along with Chair-
man Pereen on April 24, 
2024.  The meeting featured 
a discussion with respect to 
a list of Committee-generat-
ed ideas that could bring in 
additional revenue for the 
Town.  The Economic De-
velopment Committee (EDC) 
Chair, Jodi Harris, also chairs 
the Finance Committee and 
she plans to share the list 
with the Finance Committee 
in an effort to help prioritize 
possible future actions.  The 
EDC will also spend more 
time prioritizing the ideas at 
its next meeting.  

An item more immediate 
in nature is the beautifica-
tion of the downtown area 
now that spring has arrived.  
Last season, the Town had a 
contract with a landscaping 
company for certain main-
tenance activities.  The Com-
mittee has learned from that 
experience and has worked 
to narrow the focus for this 
year’s effort, which will 
include the purchase and 
deployment of new plant-
ers, limited landscaping and 
maintenance tasks, and the 
addition and maintenance of 
flowers.  A proposed scope 
of services is discussed in 
the procurement section of 
this report.

Affordable Housing 
Trust Meeting Sum-
mary

The TA attended the sub-
ject meeting along with 
Chairman Pereen (who is 
also Chairman of the Af-
fordable Housing Trust) on 
April 25, 2024.  The meeting 
featured a discussion regard-
ing a grant application that 
our Town Planner is work-
ing on to obtain funding for 
a Housing Production Plan.  

The Planner provided the 
Trust with a suggested letter 
of support for the grant and 
indicated that the grant ap-
plication deadline is June 5, 
2024, with decisions being 
made roughly in September.

Commencement of 
Work for New Town 
Clerk

New Town Clerk Ann 
Dunne commenced work on 
April 23, 2024.  Ann is work-
ing with retired Town Clerk 
Pamela Thorne to obtain a 
good understanding of office 
procedures and to transfer 
institutional knowledge.

Commencement of 
Work for New Town 
Accountant

New Town Accountant 
Makayla Nolan has signed an 
employment contract with 
the Town and the Board will 
be voting on countersigning 
that contract at the present 
meeting.  Ms. Nolan will be 
eligible to commence work 
after passing standard CORI 
and drug/medical screens 
and will start work as the 
Assistant Town Accountant 
(between some date in May 
and June 30, 2024).  On July 
1, 2024, Ms. Nolan will be-
come the Town Accountant 
and present Town Accoun-
tant Chuck Benevento will 
become the Assistant Town 
Accountant and will stay en-
gaged in the department to 
train Ms. Nolan through at 
least the end of the calendar 
year.  

Pre-bid Site Visit for 
Public Safety Facility 
Repair Project

The TA attended the sub-
ject site visit along with per-
sonnel from our engineer-
ing consultants on April 24, 

2024.  No prospective con-
tractors attended the site 
visit, but it was not manda-
tory to submit a bid.  Filed 
sub-bids are due on May 8, 
2024 and general bids are 
due on May 15, 2024. Some 
contractors have picked up 
bid documents, so it is pos-
sible that some bids will still 
be submitted.

Downtown Decorative 
Street Lighting Project 
Update

At the last meeting, the 
Board agreed that the sec-
tions of sidewalk that were 
saw-cut out for the installa-
tion of lighting pole bases 
should be patched by a local 
mason, as opposed to con-
tinuing with the original plan 
to replace entire flags of con-
crete, embedding decorative 
ships plaques in each during 
the repouring process.  This 
will allow for smooth pe-
destrian passage during the 
upcoming summer season 
and the Town can undertake 
the plaque project in the fu-
ture, possibly on both sides 
of the street, under a sepa-
rate procurement, if desired. 
The mason plans to begin 
work on this project within 
a couple of weeks, after he 
completes another project 
that he is presently working 
on.  The DPW has deployed 
traffic cones at each sidewalk 
cut for the time being to alert 
pedestrians to the uneven 
conditions.  Custom lighting 
components that have been 
delivered to the Town and 
are in dry storage.  The lights 
may be used on some other 
Town project such as light-
ing for the Centennial Grove 
in the future.

Centennial Grove 
Improvement Project 
Update

At the last meeting, the 
Board agreed to allow Dan 
Mayer of Mayer Tree to take 
down some large pine trees 
adjacent to the large Centen-
nial Grove parking lot sub-
ject to verifying the scope 
of work at a site visit.  The 

Board held that site visit on 
April 24, 2024 and agreed 
that all of the identified trees 
were consistent with the dis-
cussion at the meeting.  Mr. 
Mayer is proceeding with 
that work, which is all out-
side of the Wetland Protec-
tion Act buffer zone.

While on the site, Mr. May-
er explained his ideas for 
new plantings at the Grove, 
reducing the size of the up-
per parking lot (in favor of 
more green space), and pos-
sibly putting an earthen di-
vider in the lower parking lot 
to allow for more organized 
parking of a larger number 
of vehicles.

Scope of Services for 
Downtown Beautifi-
cation/Maintenance 
Contract
As noted above, the Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mittee (EDC) has recom-
mended a revised plan for 
downtown beautification 
and maintenance for the 
coming season.  Mr. Zubricki 
has used the schedule of lo-
cations from last season as a 
basis for a scope of services 
for the coming season, with 
attention to the areas of fo-
cus that the EDC has arrived 
at.  A contract for the nec-
essary services can be pro-
cured after seeking competi-
tive quotes.  New planters 
for traffic islands will also be 
purchased and flowers will 
be planted and maintained 
in these locations by volun-
teers.

Town Hall HVAC Re-
frigerant Leak Repair 
Update
As the Board discussed pre-
viously, the electric, duct-
less HVAC system in Town 
Hall requires evaluation by 
our HVAC contractor since 
there is very likely a refriger-
ant leak inside the building. 
Our contractor has begun 
the investigatory process by 
valving off each of the 24 
individual refrigerant runs 
to the various offices and 
other interior spaces.  In the 

"Spring For Cleaning"
Feel Better, Stimulate Your Senses

Complete House Detail
Regular Routines
Brass/Silver Polishing
Kitchen Floors Restored
Post-Construction
Window Washing
Chandliers

978-526-4741
Estate Caretaking & Management Services Available | Bonded & Insured
Post Office Box 52, MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944

#workfunhome

Essex Locals 
115 Years Ago – 1909

Zenephone S. Perkins is 
having a gasoline engine 
installed on his boat for 
his use on our river in the 
summer.

90 Years Ago – 1934
Through the efforts of 
Jacob Story local E.R.A. 
administrator a sufficient 
additional sum of money 
has been obtained to fin-
ish the work undertaken 
in the improvements 
started on the High 
School building.  Some 

The Hornets sailing 
team heads out from the 

Manchester Yacht Club dock 
to joust with the Landmark 

School Vikings on a brisk 
Thursday afternoon.  Photo 

Paul Clark)

“We will all be scrapping 
for the league title, but also 
thinking about the tourna-
ment at the same time.  We 
will have to beat Hamilton-
Wenham that second time 
through (the rematch is 
slated for May 16) to win the 
league.”

With that in mind, exhibit 
two certainly could have 
some bearing on the rest of 
the spring season.  Manches-
ter Essex played in the CAL 
Individual Open on April 27 
and won the whole thing.  
The tourney is unique in that 
instead of teams facing off 
against one another, each 
position on the team tennis 

ladder faces one another in 
a bracket to earn points and 
attempt to come out number 
one (i.e., all the first singles 
players from each CAL team 
faced off in a tournament, 
all the second singles play-
ers faced each other in their 
own bracket and so on).  The 
Hornets scored the most 
points based on this format 
and won the Open, with 
both Jack Cummins (first sin-
gles) and Jan Vytopoil (third 
singles) were the individual 
champions at their respec-
tive spots.

“We got the most points, 
which is pretty amazing in 
a tournament that includes 

us, Hamilton-Wenham, Lyn-
nfield and Newburyport,” 
says Bilsbury.  “Having those 
three in the CAL and having 
Newburyport highly ranked 
is phenomenal, and in our 
offseason goals during the 
summer we knew these were 
going to be the teams to beat.  
We know we can play with 
them and are right there 
with them.”

When asked why the Hor-
nets have been able to play 
so well in the first stanza of 
the season, Bilsbury repeat-
edly points to the team’s 
depth as well as its talent.

“For me, it feels like it 
comes down to depth,” the 
coach explains.  “We have 

a first singles player who is 
very versatile – for him to win 
the CAL Open was absolutely 
amazing because that’s a ro-
bust class of number one sin-
gles.  My second singles play-
er (Charles Virden) is equally 
impressive, handling really 
tough matches throughout 
the season.  My third singles 
(Vytopil) is undefeated – he’s 
beaten everyone in front of 
him.  We have a good first 
doubles team (Finn Birke-
land/Jack Lawler) that can 
compete with anyone in the 
league, and our second dou-
bles team (Charles Langen-
dorf/Sander Breuker) is right 
there with them.”

...(Continued from page 6)
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At Home Now: A Vessel for Your Best Self
By Jen Coles

Sadly, I attended a me-
morial service last 
week. It was for one of 

my college friends who ex-
perienced life with such a 
unique and vivacious spirit 
that it felt just cruel to no lon-
ger have her with us.  Memo-
rial services are hands-down 
sad, and oddly, sometimes 
uproariously funny.  This 
one was no exception.   But 
hearing the stories of all the 
people she had touched was 
really meaningful.  I under-
stood her more at the end, 
this woman with all her com-
plex layers. 

As it turns out, I only knew 
a sliver of her.  Which is won-
derful.  She had this rich, full 
life in ways I had never really 
bothered to imagine.  I know 
that sounds terrible, and now 
get ready for another one.  
Does it make me horribly self-
involved to say I drove home 
thinking about my own life?  
I couldn’t help it.  It all just 
made me think about how 
I want to live.  Whose lives I 
hope to touch.  And what I 
want to leave behind. 

I am conscious that parts of 
that sentiment are a familiar 
theme when I talk to poten-
tial clients about their homes 
and their lifestyles.  One of 
my first questions is, what 
would they like to change?  
Or as I sometimes say, “Tell 
me what’s working for you 
and what’s not.”  At its core, 
that’s me asking them how 
they want to live.  Not that 
how you live in your home 
defines you one hundred 
percent as a human, with all 
your own complex layers.  
There is much more to you 
than that.  But on the other 

hand, it’s not an unimportant 
piece of who you are either. 

The responses I get, when 
I’m touring a home and talk-
ing about possible improve-
ments, defy categorizing.  I 
can’t tell you that old-money 
will respond this way, and 
new-money will respond that 
way. I can’t even tell you that 
couples will be aligned with 

one another.  But a success-
ful meeting is when I’ve given 
them something to think 
about when I leave, whether 
they hire me or not. 

And for the projects I take 
on? I’m not invested in what 
I’d like to see get done.  I’m 
invested in getting done what 
my client wants to get done.  I 
have a deep respect for their 

wisdom, and the real-life con-
straints of their pocketbook.  
Most of us need to prioritize 
and amend our projects af-
ter the quotes come in.  And 
sometimes I can help with 
that too. 

I have a pretty good sense 
of what improvements may 
dramatically improve their 
lifestyle.  For instance, I once 

encouraged a client to go 
ahead and upgrade their hot 
water tank as part of their 
bathroom renovation.  They 
lived in a quirky old home, 
and I happened to hear 
them make reference to hav-
ing cold showers.  Honestly, 
I barely remember the ex-
change.  But a few years ago 
I bumped into that client and 
she thanked me so profusely 
for pushing that particular 
improvement through.  She 
laughed and used the words 
“life changing.” 

I have a client now whose 
kitchen island has a counter 
that over-hangs the cabinets 
by just four inches, which is 
sort of a head-scratcher. It’s 
longer than the traditional 
half inch overhang, yet way 
short of the twelve inches 
needed to sit somewhat com-
fortably.  And yet, I see the 
stools they’ve tucked there 
underneath those four little 
inches.  And I know they are 
probably eating their cereal 
perched on those stools, with 
their knees crunched in and 
their shoulders hunched.  
That counter was not on their 
wish list during our walk-th-
ru, but I’m going to suggest a 
new one anyway to see what 
they think. 

This sort of decision mak-
ing, the how-am-I-going-to-
live part of it, reminds me of 
a doctor appointment I had 
years ago.  I was in the thick 
of raising my four kids. and it 
had taken me a few years to 
get to my annual physical.  In 
it, I described an ailment I had 
and the compromises I was 
making in my life to accom-
modate it.  My doctor asked 
how long this had been going 
on, and I said, “Oh, maybe 
a year or so.”  He looked up 

from his notes, cocked his 
head and said very matter-of-
fact, “Well, you don’t have to 
live like that.”  

And suddenly I was blink-
ing back tears.  It was like he 
gave me permission to live 
better. 

Which is sometimes all we 
need.  On my very best day, 
I’d like to think I can do that. 
I hope that if I listen intently 
enough, and intuit smart 
enough, and rely on my expe-
rience well enough, that I too 
can offer that permission to 
live better.  I just wish there 
wasn’t a price tag attached.  
Because then I would be the 
fairy godmother of home 
improvement and how fun 
would that be?

During those initial walk-
throughs I hear so much.  
There are the people that 
say, “Well we’ve lived with it 
this long, I think we’ll leave it 
alone.”  And the people that 
describe a problem and then 
say, “but I don’t think it’s fix-
able.”  Or those that reveal 
a secret desire to me about 
something like a soaking tub, 
but they do it in a whisper be-
cause they think it’s frivolous 
or indulgent.

And, in fact, I’m not their 
fairy godmother, but I sure 
wish I was.  Because I think it 
all matters, and it’s all impor-
tant!  YOU matter.  And how 
you live is important.  Your 
home is a vessel, a place that 
allows you and your loved 
ones to be their best selves.  
Not all the time, of course.  
But I’m willing to bet more 
often than not.

Jennifer Coles is a local inte-
rior designer. www.colescolo-
randdesign.com  instagram: 
coles_color_and_design

Sailing Team Report
It was a busy week with 

lots of practice, a team 
race in home waters, and 

two squads in two different 
locations on Saturday.

We suffered our first loss 
of the season in team racing 
against a strong Landmark 

team, which is bolstered by 
one topflight New England 
sailor.  Despite being in con-
trol of many of the initial legs, 
we were not able to hold our 
positions across the finish 
line in three straight races.

Our performance on Sat-

urday was more promising.  
Four Hornet Freshmen trav-
eled to Sharon for the Fresh-
man / Sophomore Regatta 
of the Mass Bay League.  In 
a good showing against Sha-
ron, Duxbury, Hingham and 
Brookline, the Hornets fin-

ished in third place out of 
nine teams, with Nicholas 
Bock and Logan Lunt plac-
ing third in A Division with a 
score of 19 points, while Grey 
Brooks and Thaddeus Bards-
ley posted 25 points for fifth 
place in B-Division.  The rac-
ing was very close, with the 
Hornets winning a tie-break-
er with Sharon to gain third 
place.  The winds were even 
more shifty than usual, but 
prior experience on the lake 
may have helped our perfor-
mance.

Landmark Coach Doug 
Walker hosted the second 
“North Shore Invitational”, 
featuring eight teams from 
six schools, Landmark, Man-

chester, Pingree, Wayland, 
Winthrop, and Beverly.  The 
racing was close and exciting 
on the Windward-Leeward 
courses, and by mid-after-
noon the wind was piping 
up to 15-16 mph, testing the 
abilities of all sailors, but 
particularly the 7th graders, 

for whom this was their first 
formal racing event.  There 
were even a few capsizes, 
but safety boats were close, 
and senior team-mates liter-
ally “jumped in” to help the 
lighter sailors with the rescue 
of their over-turned boats.

The team showed real con-
sistency.  Ian Carlin and Cole 
Cote sailed in A-Division, 
scoring a string of seconds, 
with the Landmark star, 
Grant Dalton nailing first 
place in every race. James 
Donohoe and Gus Hall, our B-
Division sailors, managed to 
rack up a string of five firsts, 
marred by one second.  Since 
both teams scored a total of 
19 points, the tie-breaker 
went to Landmark since they 
had one more first place fin-
ish than the Hornets.

Rounding out the effort 
was our second team, with 
Asa Bardsley and Loben 
Fouser in A-Division, and the 
B-Division sailed by James 
Lamb, Liem Lunt, and Mad-
elyn Nazzaro.

It was a great weekend for 
the team since every avail-
able team member was able 
to represent Manchester-Es-
sex on the water.

INVESTMENTS PURCHASED THROUGH THE CAPE ANN 
SAVINGS TRUST & FINANCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
ARE NOT FDIC INSURED, NOT FDIC GUARANTEED, NOT 
BANK GUARANTEED AND MAY LOSE PRINCIPAL VALUE.

978-283-7079
learn.capeannsavings.bank/planning

At Cape Ann Savings Trust & 
Financial Services, we’ve got your back. 
Our In-House Fiduciary Team makes you 
the center of everything we do.  
It All Starts With A Conversation.

WE 
GOT 
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Schedule a free, no-obligation personal finance conversation today.

SCAN ME

Honest Dependable Hardworking

MAINTENANCE 
& A-1A-1 CARPET CLEANING

(978) 281-0975 sales@A1CarpetCapeAnn.com

Commercial & Residential Cleaning
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Ask About Our 
AREA RUG CLEANING SPECIAL

Pickup & Delivery Available
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On The Waterline

By Bion Pike
Manchester Harbormaster

Launch Operations 
Thanks to everyone who vot-
ed to approve the purchase 
of the Manchester Mooring 
Launch Service at the April 
24 Annual Town Meeting.  
As the service evolves and 
grows, the launch will pro-
vide an important public ac-
cess opportunity for those 
without a boat.  Stand by for 
future announcements of ex-
panded service! 

Launch Service will run 
mid-May thru October.  The 
launch will pick you up at any 
town facility or if you are a 
Crocker Boat Yard customer, 
Manchester Marine custom-
er or Manchester Boat Club 
member, you may be picked 
up at those locations. The 
service will be available sev-
en days a week from 9 a.m. 
to sunset, and longer service 
will be offered on holidays 
and special evening events.  
You may reach the launch on 
channel VHF 68 or by call-
ing (978) 473-0281.  And, as 
always, reach out directly to 
the Harbormaster’s office if 
you have any questions.

Safe Boating Class
An in-person Environmental 
Police, USCG and NASBLA 
certified safe boating course 
will be offered in Manchester 
this month.  The course will 
be held from 4 - 9 p.m. on 
Friday, May 10 and 9 a.m. - 2 
p.m. Saturday, May 11.  You 
must attend both dates.  Safe 

boating certificates will be 
issued to all students with 
a passing grade.  Minimum 
class size is 10 and maximum 
is 60. 

There are two options to 
complete a boating safety 
education course.  The Mas-
sachusetts 

Environmental Police of-
fers an online Safe Boater 
course in addition to the 
traditional classroom-based 
education course. 

Anyone going out in the 
boat as a passenger as well 
as paddle sport enthusiasts 
are encouraged to take this 
course.  Safe boating isn’t just 
for sailors and power boat-
ers!

Safe Boating Day Man-
chester Yacht Club
Come to the Manchester 
Yacht Club on June 8th for 
your free safety inspection 
by the USCG Auxiliary! Also 
on tap, flair demonstrations 
as well as training on fire ex-
tinguishers and lifeboat infla-
tion. 

Kayak Rack Spots
Spots are available at Tuck’s 
Point for residents.  Contact 
the Harbormaster and secure 
a spot today.

Marine Mammals
A beached whale, dolphin 

or porpoise should be report-
ed immediately and left alone 
pending further instruction. 
Call the NOAA 24-hour Ma-
rine Animal Hotline: (866) 
755- 6622.  Please leave your 

name and a phone number 
where you can be reached.

Sea turtles in our region 
do not typically come ashore 
unless they are seriously de-
bilitated.  Call the 24-hour 
Marine Animal Hotline: (866) 
755-6622.

Seals belong on the beach. 
It’s normal.

What should you do if you 
spot a seal on the beach?

Keep people and dogs 150 
feet away from the seal.

Does the seal look injured 
or unhealthy?  If so please 
call (866) 755-6622 or call the 
Harbormaster.  All marine 
mammals are protected by 
the Marine Mammal Protec-
tion Act.  This law makes it 
illegal to touch, disturb, feed 
or otherwise harass marine 
mammals without authoriza-
tion.

Manchester Draw Hours 
0f Operation
Manchester Harbor. Effec-
tive: Tuesday, November 01, 
2011 the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
Bridge at mile 1.0 in Manches-
ter shall operate as follows:  

The draw shall open from 
Memorial Day thru Septem-
ber 30 from 7 a.m.- 11 p.m.

From Memorial Day and 
from Oct.1 to Nov.1 from 9 
a.m. - 1 p.m. and

2-6 p.m.
At all other times, the draw 

shall open on signal with at 
least four hours of notice.  
Call (617) 222-6114

Towing Policy 

Manchester Harbormaster 
only tows those vessels that 
are in immediate danger or 
present a potential environ-
mental hazard.  Please con-
tact a towing or salvage op-
erator should you need to be 
towed.

Towing Insurance
What happens when you 
breakdown or run out of gas 
or some other unforeseen 
event that ruins a perfectly 
nice boating day?  If you are 
lucky enough to be in an area 
where the community allows 

towing by the harbormaster 
help is nearby and probably 
free.  Many communities in-
cluding Manchester do not 
allow towing unless there 
is risk to life or property in-
volved, otherwise you will 
pay large sums for towing 
service.

It would be wise to consid-
er the purchase of towing in-
surance from your insurance 
company, Seatow or Tow 
Boat US.  For a reasonable 
rate you will potentially avoid 
thousands in towing fees.

Harbormaster Hours
Through the end of May, Har-
bormaster’s office hours are 
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.

Hours will vary depend-
ing on training, Safe Boating 
classes and meetings.  Feel 
free to call before coming to 
the office.

Be vigilant and notify the 
harbormaster of any missing 
or off station aids to naviga-
tion.  The latest Manchester 
Harbor Rules & Regulations 
are posted on the Harbor-
master website.

Pam Beaudoin, MERSD 
superintendent, said that 
was understandable but as-
sured those at town meeting 
that “study” is something 
of a misnomer.  The project 
would onboard an entire 
building team, including 
architects, a project man-
ager and specialists who will 
deeply review and cost out all 
conceivable options for the 
EES, including renovation, 
changing school formats (K-2, 
K-5, etc.), new siting options, 
shutting down EES entirely, 
and, yes, rebuilding a new 
school building in its current 
address.

Ben Buttrick, former chair 
of the Finance Committee, 
said data is needed to deter-
mine the future of the Essex 
Elementary School building, 
and the study would pro-
vide that data.  Further, he 
said, the Essex FinCom had 
supported the expenditure 
unanimously, and recom-
mended residents follow suit.

“Vote ‘YES’ really loud,” 
Annie Cameron, former 
school committee member 
said to the crowd in her re-
marks.  And, whether it was 
in response to Cameron’s 
plea, the vote came in loud 
and clear: Article 13 passed 
quickly, and unanimously.

So Much Zoning
It was then Lisa O’Donnell, 

chair of the Essex Planning 
Board’s turn.  She introduced 
the board’s seven articles 
on the annual town meeting 
warrant regarding proposed 
changes to the current Essex 
zoning bylaw. 

The Planning Board began 
its steady march to “recod-
ify” the Essex Town Bylaws 
governing land use three 
years ago, and have been 
working with the support of 
outside consultants at the 
state’s Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council (MAPC).  
The idea has been to intro-
duce small changes and chip 
away shaping Essex’s zoning, 

which until three years ago 
allowed permitted uses—resi-
dential, commercial, retail 
and industrial—anywhere.  
The board has been able to 
do this under the protection 
of a temporary moratorium 
preventing residential-to-
commercial changes in use. 

In the last several town 
meetings, the PB has suc-
cessfully created Essex’s first 
“districts”—the Downtown 
District, two residential dis-
tricts, and the rest of Essex 
falls under the General Dis-
trict (comprised of 98% of 
town lands).

But Monday’s ATM may 
have felt like a change in 
pace for voters.  O’Donnell 
presented a wide-reaching 
series of articles taking up 22 
pages in the meeting guide.  
She said the changes were 
designed to add clarity and 
detail to provide stronger 
protections for residences 
and businesses. 

O’Donnell said the changes 

are needed.  So far it’s been 
Essex’s limited ability to ac-
cess public sewer hookups 
and perks that have protect-
ed Essex from unwanted de-
velopment, she said.

But these protections are 
tenuous.  The changes to the 
bylaw, O’Donnell said, would 
“protect the character” of 
Essex.  She emphasized that 
special permitting process, 
which allows review by the 
Planning Board and includes 
impact of neighbors, would 
ensure that the Essex resi-
dent have come to know and 
love will stay that way.

Collectively, the PB’s ar-
ticles addressed dimensional 
changes in the Essex Down-
town District (Article 14); 
Article 15 addressed updat-
ing the purpose and intent 
of the town’s entire zoning 
bylaw; Article 16 added a sec-
tion unlimited and permitted 
uses; Article 17 added general 
provisions to special permits, 
a process reserved for uses 

that are allowable in town, 
but are not permitted “by 
right.” Article 18 updated the 
special permit for cell phone 
towers, otherwise known as 
personal wireless service fa-
cilities; Article 19 addressed 
special permit use for adult 
entertainment, which is pro-
tected by state law under 
freedom of speech laws; Ar-
ticle 20 added uses that re-
quired a special permit.

Ed Neal of Western Ave. 
disagreed with O’Donnell, 
strongly.  He said the entire 
slate of Planning Board ar-
ticles would irrevocably alter 
the very core of what makes 
the Essex character what 
it is: opportunity without 
meddling from local govern-
ment.  He said the new bylaw 
changes were more about 
the agenda to overregulate 
small towns by the state’s 
Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council that Neal called, “the 
hand maiden of the (Massa-
chusetts) Legislature.”

Neal warned voters that ex-
cessive regulation would ob-

struct local small businesses 
like his, and it would make 
the Planning Board a large, 
powerful force that could go 
unchecked.

“These would be limiting 
to the beginning of a new 
business and the expansion 
of existing ones,” Neale said.  
If Essex voters supported the 
Planning Board’s articles, 
“we’d be cutting our own 
throats.”

Neal’s pleas fell on deaf 
ears.  All Planning Board ar-
ticle passed by the required 
two-thirds majority, easily 
and without need for a re-
count.

Other business passed at 
town meeting included:

• Voters supported a series 
of water and sewer-related 
expenditures and moves, 
including transferring 
$38,968 from the Town 
Septic Betterment Fund 
for FY25 payments to the 
Massachusetts Clean Water 
Trust to repay Community 

Septic Management Pro-
gram loan funds (Article 
5); and raising $1,736539 
for the FY25 contribution 
to the Sewer Enterprise 
Fund (Article 8) as well as 
$870,985 for the Water En-
terprise Fund (Article 10).

• $267,537 in FY25 Com-
munity Preservation Act 
funds, which accrue annu-
ally from a surcharge on lo-
cal real estate taxes and are 
matched by state money, 
were approved for expen-
ditures on local projects 
that qualify under afford-
able housing, open space, 
recreation or historic pres-
ervation. 

• Other “smaller” expen-
ditures were all easily 
approved without signifi-
cant discussion, includ-
ing: $86,721 to purchase 
a new Water and Server 
heavy truck; $55,524 to 
replace the Essex Police 
Dept.’s bank of 10-year-
old tasers, which are now 
obsolete; $62,000 for IT/
security cameras for Cen-
tennial Grove; and $14,602 
for AEDs.

• Finally, good news came 
in a reduction of the cost 
of municipal trash bags af-
ter last year’s “pay as you 
go” pricing set at the ATM 
turned out to be overly 
conservative.  “Small” 
trash bags (15-gallon) will 
now be $2 (down from 
$2.50) and “large” trash 
bags (33-gallon) will be $4 
(down from $4.75).  New 
fees are effective July 1.

interior design services

COLES COLOR  

and  D E S I G N

Jennifer Coles, principal 
colescoloranddesign.com
jen@colescoloranddesign.com

978.808.7481

...(Continued from page 1)

Manchester Launch Service was successfully moved into public/town management from Manchester 
Mooring, a private operation, after a successful vote at Manchester’s Annual Town Meeting nearly three 
weeks ago.  Courtesy: Manchester Mooring

Ed Neal of Western Ave. on Monday.                              (Photos: Paul Clark)

BOS Chair Ruth Pereen defends finding for EES planning.

Antonella Muniz questioned if the MERSD FY25 budget was legal.

It’s May and the season for getting out on the water has 
already started.  Here are some of the big things happening 
for you to know about right now.
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SudokuPuzzlePuzzle
THEME: THINGS WITH WINGS

ACROSS
1. Country alliance
5. Fish of liver oil fame
8. *Stinging pollinator
11. Prefix in levorotary
12. *Dark home to #33 Down
13. Sudden growth
15. Like certain Steven
16. Symphony member
17. Type of feather
18. *Comfy seat (2 words)
20. Don’t put these into one basket?
21. Full nelson is ____ wrestling ____
22. Santa ____, Orange County
23. Puts down
26. Et cetera (3 words)
30. Pen point
31. With signs of wear and tear
34. Beyond natural, in U.K.
35. Messes up
37. Chitchat
38. Willow twig
39. Evening purse
40. Win a race
42. Tucker of “Modern Family”
43. Army bathroom
45. Eucharist plates
47. Opposite of WSW
48. French composer Erik Alfred 
Leslie ____
50. “Back to the Future” antagonist
52. *Beatle with Wings
56. Poodle minus d
57. England’s medieval royal house
58. Rabbit’s cousin
59. Nymph chaser
60. Genealogist’s creation
61. Blackhearted
62. George Gershwin’s brother
63. “For ____ a jolly...”
64. It often goes with a rod

DOWN
1. What the Big Bad Wolf did
2. First name in jeans
3. “Pop it in the ____!”

4. Cuban drums
5. Secret clique
6. Roundish
7. Chronic wasting disease carrier
8. Plug for a barrel
9. *As opposed to urns
10. Pilot’s estimate, acr.
12. Herb for treating menopausal 
symptoms

13. Shop till you drop, e.g.
14. *Flying stallion
19. “The Queen’s Gambit” game
22. Take your pick
23. *Biblical Gabriel, e.g.
24. All plants and animals
25. Approximately
26. Shortened word, abbr.
27. Drink request

28. Home to largest mammal
29. Socially acceptable behaviors
32. Malaria symptom
33. *Nocturnal mosquito eater
36. *Lightning beetle
38. Recording studio sign
40. Next to nothing
41. Same as intake
44. Reason by deduction
46. Restraint

48. Academy Award for Best Original 
____
49. Chunks of 43,560 square feet
50. Wild hog
51. Itty bit
52. Urban legend
53. Part of cathedral
54. Great Lake
55. Holler
56. Tire meas.

Solutions on Page 11

Religious Notes 
Cornerstone Church
We gather for worship each Sunday 
at 10 a.m. and welcome you to join 
us for a time of studying the scrip-
tures and praising the Lord.  Other 
ministry updates and details can 
be found on our website, www.
CornerstoneNorthShore.org.  If you 
have any special needs or concerns, 
please let us know!  We’re here to 
serve!
Visitation Parish – Mass Sched-
ule

The Visitation Parish Mass Sched-
ule:
Sacred Heart Church – Saturday 
Vigil Mass – Virtual Mass – on our 
YouTube as well as www.mecatho-
lic.org
Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m.
St. John the Baptist Church – Satur-
day Vigil Mass – 5 p.m.
Sunday Mass – 10 a.m.
Please go to our website:  www.
mecatholic.org for Sacramental In-

formation as well as Parish Registra-
tion if you are new to town or look-
ing to join a Catholic Church.  

The Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary Greek Orthodox Church 
8 Lafayette Road,
Ipswich Mass.
Church services, with Father Chris-
topher Kolentas, are held each Sun-
day.  
Sunday’s Divine Liturgy, with Fa-
ther Christopher, starts at 9:30 a.m. 
followed by a weekly sermon.  All 
are welcome to attend.

First Parish Church
First Parish Church Manchester by 
the Sea – a lovely place to start your 
week, join us for a moving message, 
beautiful music and community in 
the center of town - Sunday worship 
at First Parish 10am worship leader, 
Rev. Katherine Schofield, music led 
by Dr. Herman Weiss, and the First 
Parish Choir
Monday Friends of the COA Senior 
Drop in 10 a.m. – 12 Noon.
6:30 p.m. Trustees Meeting
Tuesday Online Bible Study, Via 
Zoom 4 p.m., join in with computer, 
smart device or dial in on a phone 

from wherever you are - email of-
fice.fpchurch@gmail.com or call 
978-526-7661 for the link
Wednesday Choir rehearsal 7:30 
p.m.
Thursday Seaside Parish Knitters 1-3 
p.m., all knitters welcome to drop in

St. John’s Church
Worship:
Every Sunday we hold services at 8 
a.m. and 10 a.m. Child care is avail-
able during the 10 a.m. service.
Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. & 10 a.m.

...(Continued on page 11)
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Solution to puzzles on page 10

PET OF THE WEEK

X-Rays and Ultrasound for Pets

By Lawrence Lamb, DVM

There are several imag-
ing tests that are avail-
able to help me diag-

nose and treat diseases in my 
practice at the Manchester 
Animal Hospital.  They re-
quire specialized equipment 
that is costly, however they 
are invaluable in diagnosing 
different kinds of disease 
from cancer to foreign bod-
ies.  

These tests include  radi-
ography  (x-rays) and ultra-
sound. In some cases, even 
more advanced types of 
equipment such as CT and 
MRI scans, in which case I 
will refer to major teaching 
hospitals or referral clinics, 
where they are available and 
performed by specialists.  As 
with all tests, none of them 
is perfect for every situation. 

The following is a brief de-
scription of different types of 
imaging.

Radiograph/X-ray
A  radiograph, commonly 

called an x-ray, is a black and 
white two-dimensional im-
age of part of the interior of a 
body.  An image is generated 
by passing radiation through 
a particular structure or 
area, such as the chest or a 
limb, and the image is then 
captured.  The traditional 
way of recording the image 
is on specific x-ray film that 
senses how much radiation 
passes through the structure 
and reaches the film, much 
like photographic film cap-
tures light.  The denser a 
tissue is (such as bone), the 
whiter the image is on the 
film.  Less dense structures, 
such as air in the lungs, allow 
almost all the x-ray energy 
to pass through to the film, 
turning that area black.

In the past 10-12 years, 
many practices have upgrad-
ed to  digital radiography.  
The principles are similar, 
but the images are captured 
on a digital recording device 
and displayed on a computer 
screen.  No x-ray film is used.  
These images are easy to 
store as well as to transmit to 
other hospitals, or to copy to 
send home with pet owners. 

Regardless of whether 
the images are on film or 
digital, radiography is the 
most common and readily 
available imaging test in vet-

erinary practice. It is used to 
evaluate the size and shape 
of organs, such as the heart 
and lungs, as well as to dem-
onstrate broken bones, some 
foreign objects, fluid accu-
mulations, and many more 
abnormalities that may aid 
in diagnosis.  It is also the 
most affordable imaging test, 
and is most often done prior 
to any of the other imaging 
options.

Contrast Studies
There is a subcategory of 

x-ray studies that use  con-
trast dyes  that show up on 
radiographs to highlight cer-
tain structures.  The most 
familiar of these is the bari-
um series, in which either a 
liquid or a paste containing 
barium is given orally or by 
enema to a patient to high-
light a part of the gastroin-
testinal (GI) tract.  Because 
some objects do not show up 
on radiographs (such as plas-
tic, cloth, toys, rubber, etc.), 
barium can help diagnose 
obstructions or blockages.   
Barium shows as bright 
white on radiographs, so if it 
reaches a certain point in the 
GI tract and stops abruptly, 
we can infer that there is 
something blocking its prog-
ress.  Sometimes we can also 
see a foreign object outlined 
by the barium trying to get 
around it.

The reason it is called a 
barium “series” is because 
it’s necessary to take a series 
of x-rays at timed intervals 
as the barium goes through 
the stomach and intestines 
to the large intestines.   The 
amount of time the series 
must be continued depends 
on what is found, but it can 
take up to 24 hours to com-
plete in some cases, so usu-
ally the pet is hospitalized 
for the day. Some patients 
may even need to return to 
the hospital the next day for 
follow-up.

A barium study can be 
done in any clinic that has 
radiographic equipment 
and liquid barium.  I am 
frequently grateful for the 
digital equipment we now 
employ.  I now have the abil-
ity to adjust the exposure of 
a study on a computer and 
not be limited to a certain 
number of films I may wish 
to take in any study.

Ultrasound (Sonogram)
Unlike radiographs, no 

radiation is used in an ultra-
sound study.  An ultrasound 
machine uses sound waves.  
The ultrasound waves move 
out from the wand and ei-
ther become absorbed into 
organs, pass through them, 
or are reflected (echo) back.  
Depending on how many 
sound waves are absorbed 
or reflected, an image of the 
internal organs is formed by 
a sophisticated integrated 
computer, and the image is 
then displayed on a monitor.  
Real-time moving images are 
displayed, and still images 
can be captured as well.

Ultrasound is painless and 
does not require anesthesia 
or even sedation in most cas-
es.  For an ultrasound evalu-
ation to be done, the pet 
does need to have the hair 
shaved from the evaluation 
area because it will interfere 
with the images.

This test is typically done 
after blood tests, x-rays, or 
a physical examination indi-
cates a possible problem. It 
is useful for evaluating ab-
dominal organs, eyes, and 
the reproductive system. As 
with people, it can be used 
during pregnancies.  A spe-
cific ultrasound called an 
echocardiogram is used to 
visualize the heart and blood 
vessels as well as its valves.  
However, I prefer to refer an 
“Echo” to a board-certified 
cardiologist as he will pro-
vide expert analysis of the 
heart study.

Ultrasound can “see” 
some things that can’t be vi-
sualized on radiographs.  For 
example, if the abdomen is 
filled with fluid, the organs 
can’t be distinguished on tra-
ditional x-rays because fluid 
and tissue have the same 
density.  However, they ap-
pear quite different from 
each other on an ultrasound 
image, so we can see through 
the fluid.  It is also useful, for 
the same reason, for seeing 
inside an organ such as the 
heart or liver.

On the other hand, it is not 
as good at seeing through air 
or bone, so it does not re-
place radiography but rather 

is complementary to the in-
formation we can get from 
radiographs.  It is common 
to do both x-rays and ultra-
sound to get a good picture 
of what is going on.

As with radiography, there 
is also a subset of ultrasound 
imaging tests called contrast 
ultrasonography  in which a 
material that is visible to ul-
trasound waves is injected as 
the image is being watched 
on the screen.  These proce-
dures are usually performed 
by a specialist.

Computed Axial Tomogra-
phy (CAT or CT scan)

These images are white, 
black, and various levels of 
gray.  Depending on how 
dark or light the gray is, 
a radiologist can see how 
well tissue absorbs the x-ray 
beam and can thus identify 
abnormal tissue. It can dif-
ferentiate tissue and display 
smaller structures, such as 
lung nodules, better than a 
traditional radiograph.  CT 
scans are helpful in a variety 
of areas.  Some of the most 
common indications for a CT 
scan are nasal disease, brain 
and spinal cord disease and 
injury, lung disease, and uri-
nary tract abnormalities.

Due to the high cost of the 
equipment, CT scans are 
more expensive than radi-
ography or ultrasonography, 
and are usually available 
only in referral centers or 
large practices.  Your veteri-
narian will refer a pet for CT 
scans when x-rays and ultra-
sound cannot provide a diag-
nostic result.

Dr. Lamb is the Veterinar-
ian at the Manchester Animal 
Hospital.

Meet Patty 
This 4-month-old, spayed 
Labrador retriever mix was 
rescued as a stray.  Patty is a 
little introverted at first but 
with snacks and gentle pats, 
she’ll be an absolute lovebug 
in no time. She’s spent a lot of 
time in foster with other con-
fident pups, and even a feisty 
cat and made fast friends.  
She loves her humans and 
will take a good cuddle ses-
sion anytime.  Her confidence 
has come a long way.  Patty 

would do best with a confi-
dent canine friend.  As part 
of the Extended Stay Club, 
her adoption fee is reduced 
to help Patty find a family to 
call her own.  Apply online 
today and come down to visit 
her during open hours at the 
Christopher Cutler Rich Ani-
mal Shelter, 4 Paws Lane in 
Gloucester.   Once approved, 
you can find the application 
and more information about 
Patty and other animals at the 
shelter at https://capeannani-
malaid.org.

Quaker Meeting
Quakers of the North Shore worship every Sunday from 10-
11 a.m. at the Glen Urquhart School:  74 Hart Street, Beverly 
Farms, Mass.  It is an unprogrammed Quaker Meeting.  There 
is no Pastor (or leader) save the spirit of God in and among us.  
Our worship is primarily silent.  When a worshiper is moved, it 
may include a brief, spoken ministry offered in a ‘spirit of wor-
ship.’  Friends gather together quietly, awaiting the experience 
of God’s presence. 

People in our community hail from the traditional tribal 
lands of the Pawtucket and Massachusetts now called Manches-
ter, Gloucester, Beverly, Ipswich, Rockport, Salem, Lynn and 
Marblehead.  Whether you have worshiped in other Quaker 
(Friends) Meetings or not, we welcome you to join us.  If you 
are new to Quakers, someone will be happy to talk with you and 
answer any questions you may have.  Send an email to: north-
shorequaker@gmail.com.  First Day School, our Children’s Pro-
gram, consists of forest walks near the Glen Urquhart School 
led by Jessica Kagle from the Kestrel Foundation.  Blessings To 
You 

...(Continued from page 10)
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Town Hall 
10 Central Street 

Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA, 01944

SELECT BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Select Board will hold a hybrid 
public hearing on May 20, 2024, 
at 6:30 p.m. for the discussion and 
possible decision on the removal of 
the following trees:

• Between 6-8 Bridge Street:  
10” Pin Oak

• 49 School Street:  24” Pin 
Oak

• 1 Highwood Road:  24” Pine

• 59 Forest Street:  30” Choke 
Cherry

• 95 Pleasant Street:  20” 
Sugar Maple

Public Comment is welcome. For 
more information see the agenda 
on the Town website.
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http://masspublicnotices.org.
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Town of Manchester-by-Sea 
Office of the

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Town Hall, 10 Central Street, 

Manchester-by-Sea, MA 01944-1399 

Public Hearing Notice to be 
Published on or before 5/10/24
The Town of Manchester Department 
of Public Works requests the 
Commission make a deci-sion 
regarding a Notice of Intent for 
replacing two undersized generators 
and elevating the generator 
platforms to increase flood resilience 
within the Riverfront Area and Land 
Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage 
at 10 Central Street and 12 School 
Street.
This request will be discussed at a 
VIRTUAL meeting on Monday, May 
20 at 6:30 p.m. and will be reviewed 
under the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act (MGL Chapter 131, 
Section 40) and/or the Manchester 
General Wetlands Bylaw.

MNPA website:  http://
masspublicnotices.org/
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court 
36 Federal Street 
Salem, MA 01970 

CITATION ON PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME 

Docket No. ES24C0133CA

In the matter of: Nicolo Bruno 
Maximus Patota.

A Petition to Change Name 
of Adult has been filed by Nicolo 
Bruno Maximus Patota of 
Manchester MA requesting that 
the court enter a Decree chang-
ing their name to: Nicolo Bruno 
Maximus Rerisi-Patota.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the peti-
tion by filing an appearance at: 
Essex, probate and Family Court 
before 10 a.m. on the return day of 
06/03/2024.

This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must file 
a written appearance and objection 
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Frances M. 
Giordano, First Justice of this 
Court.

Date: April 25, 2024

Pamela A Casey O’Brien, 
Register of Probate 
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TOWN OF MANCHESTER

Town Hall 
10 Central Street 

Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA, 01944 

PLANNING BOARD 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Planning Board of the Town 
of Manchester-by-the-Sea will hold 
a Public Hearing on Tuesday, May 
28, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. 

Location: This is a Hybrid meet-
ing. The Planning Board will meet 
in Room 5, Town Hall. Applicants, 
Presenters, and Public are wecome 
to join the Board in Room 5. 

New Application

Application of Old Quarry, LLC 
(c/o Mark B. Glovsky), for Special 
Permit and Site Plan Review as 
required under Section 4.2.D.19 
and Sections 12.5 and 12.6 of 

the Zoning By-Law to construct 
a 260,000 square foot Office and 
Research and Development facil-
ity, with a parking garage and 
surface parking totaling 535 
spaces, and other associated site 
improvements on a 41.4 +/- acre 
parcel located at 2 Atwater Ave., 
Assessor’s Map 37, Lot No. 7 and 
8, in the LCD Zoning District filed 
with the Town Clerk on January 
18, 2024.

Zoom information will be avail-
able on the Town website prior to 
the meeting.

Gail Hunter, Admin Planning 
Board 
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COLDWELL BANKER 
MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA 

40 BEACH STREET, MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944
TELEPHONE  978-526-7572 COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM 

64 Lakeman Lane 
Ipswich | $599,000
Sweet 3 bedroom ranch, freshly painted and 
gleaming hardwood floors. Single level living!  
Close to downtown Ipswich and Crane Beach.

Joan McDonald  |  Realtor 
978-979-3190

80 Boyles Street
Beverly | $795,000
Beautiful sunny three bedroom one level home 
with  high ceiling sunroom and primary suite that 
open to the deck and lovely back yard.

Krista Julian | Realtor 
617-312-5413

126 School St
Manchester | $1,250,000
Impeccable Colonial on private cul-de-sac in 
Rockport. 4-5 beds/3.5 baths. Impressive great 
room, great fenced yard and  2 car garage. 

Lynda Surdam  |  Realtor 
978-764-7474 
Scott Smith | Realtor 
617-750-2793

9 Herds Hill
Gloucester | $3,895,000
Rare offering! Beautiful Contemporary home perfectly situated on hilltop land - 
Ocean views of Gloucester towards Eastern Point Lighthouse and direct access 
to the trails and views of Ravenswood Preserve to the rear. This freshly updated 
home offers an expansive open floor plan, cathedral ceilings, and walls of 
windows to capture the views. The designer kitchen & butlers pantry are open to 
the dining-living room areas & large stone fireplace. 

Katherine McKnight | Realtor 
$2,675,000

457 Washington St Unit 6
Gloucester | $710,000
 The Seller invites you to tour this immaculate 2 
bed, 2 bath condo in close proximity to Wheeler’s 
point & all things Gloucester.  Beautiful sunlight, 
amazing gardens,  amenities abound. 

The Hope and Lisa Team | Realtor
978-808-5451

126 School St
Manchester | $1,250,000
Beautifully expanded and renovated 4 bedroom, 
2.5 bath home with easy access to 128, close to 
schools and town.

Marianne Round  |  Realtor 
978-471-9178

PC

$920,000 | Ann Olivo & Rick Marshall
New high-end construction condo with time to add 
your personal choices! Primary suite on main level with 
water views, chef worthy kitchen, living room with 
slider to patio. Close to village and beaches.

$780,000 | Jackelyn Enslow
Beachfront condo unit with two bedrooms, one bath 
and separate studio space. Modern finishes and 
amenities, plus rental opportunity. Spend time on 
Long Beach – the North Shore’s best beach getaway. 

$749,999 | Steven Graczyk
Split level home with opportunity for in-law or 5 bedroom 
home. Hardwood floors, 4-season room off deck, large 
living and dining area and located in highly desirable 
area of Danvers.

$930,000 | Cricket Sperry
Antique New England farmhouse with 5 bedrooms, 
spacious rooms, mostly fenced yard and 2-story barn 
with room for 2 cars or other possibilities. Surrounded 
by pastoral & woodland trails. 

$1,200,000 | Joel Margolis
Antique Cape (ca. 1817) on 1.6 acres with today’s 
amenities! Meticulous landscaping, inground pool,  
4 fireplaces, huge deck, and garage. 2 baths, 1st floor 
bedroom. Updated windows, electric.

$3,790,000 | Gretchen Berg
Seaside compound near Tuck’s Point on 1.183 acres 
has Atlantic & Bakers Island views. Many 2019 updates 
/renovations. Fireplaced living room, butler’s pantry, 
media room, office, gym, 3 decks.  

$4,800,000 | Ann Olivo & Rick Marshall
Miles of ocean views, direct Plum Cove Beach access, 
mooring, huge paver patio top long list of highlights 
in custom 4-bedroom, 4.5-bath, 2016 stunner. Heated 
garage, generator, geothermal heat.   

$6,750,000 | Alle Cutler
Rare Waterfront opportunity! 1+ acre in downtown 
Essex, includes restaurant w/full liquor license,  
225 total seating plus Motel & Inn, 16 boat slips. 
Extensive parking. Many development options.

$15,675,000 | Fabyan & Filias Team
Sweeping outer harbor views from OakLedge. Timeless 
Shingle-style 2009 masterpiece at the ocean’s edge 
with unique historic details, waterfront living, private 
beach, seaside pool, and sports court.    
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Find us on     :JBarrettRealtyNorthShore 

1 BEACH STREET  •  MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944  |  978.526.8555  |  JBARRETTREALTY.COM 

J Barrett & Company, LLC supports the principles of both the Fair Housing and the Equal Opportunity Acts.

The North Shore’s Premier Real Estate Agency


