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BRIEFLY

Week 5 Cribbage 
Results
Joan Snow continues to reign 
supreme on this week’s crib-
bage scoreboard.  Of course, 
it helped Joan that her three 
closest competitors, Harry 
Parsons, David Slade and 
Heather MacDonald, all went 
home winless.  Following Snow 
in the Legion’s Tuesday night 
Crib Addicts play was Tina 
Latassa, Paul Clark, Heather 
MacDonald, Harry Parsons, 
Ben Conway, Betsy Nickless, 
David Slade, Jim Chabot, John 
Bubrouski, Everett Morss, Hala 
Makowska, and Jim O’Neill.  
Crib Addicts play every Tues-
day at 6 p.m., and all skills are 
welcome.

Can You Smell the 
Cider Donuts? 
The 2024 HarvestFest/Carnival 
is finally here, this weekend, 
Oct. 18 to 20.  Made possible by 
the Manchester Essex Athletic 
Boosters, the public carnival 
at Masconomo Park will raise 
funds for local sports programs 
at MERSD.  Last year, despite 
challenging weather, the event 
was a big success thanks to 
organizers Emily McCavanagh 
and Tyler Pinstein.  This year 
promises ideal temperatures.  
Expect a family friendly 
weekend with the same 
community carnival feel of 
last year (think fairway, rides, 
games) along with expanded 
“harvest fest” activities for 
kiddos and their parents.  That 
means apple cider donuts, 
a harvest photo booth, beer 
garden, food trucks and 
harvest games.  Finally, two 
weeks ago we wrote that Josh 
Pinstein, Tyler’s brother, was 
an event organizer.  We’d like 
to confirm that it is, indeed, 
Tyler who has been working 
hard with Emily on behalf of 
the Boosters for this incredible 
event.

Gardens of the 
Gilded Age
At 7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 24, 
the North Shore Horticultural 
Society continues to celebrate 
its 125th year with a lecture 
by Jana Milbocker entitled 
“Gardens of the Gilded Age” at 
the Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 
62 School St. in Manchester.  
Come down and learn about 
the grand, glorious, and bril-
liant garden styles crafted for 
estate spaces toward the end 
of the 19th century.  Some of 
the properties that will be high-
lighted in Milbocker’s lecture 
are those of the Vanderbilts, 
Roosevelts, and Carnegies.

Indigenous Trading 
in Colonial Era at 
Museum Lecture
Also on Thursday, Oct. 24, the 
Manchester by the Sea Mu-
seum lecture will host Thomas 
(Spirit Tree) Green, a Neponset 
band of the “Massachusett” 
descendant for a lecture on the 
interaction and trade between 
European and Indigenous 
traders.  6:30 p.m. at the First 
Parish Hall on Chapel Street.

By Gregory T. Federspiel

As we get closer to the 
November 18th Spe-
cial Town Meeting 

scheduled for 6:30 p.m. at 
the high school, more and 
more citizens are starting to 
gather information on the 
articles that will be before 
voters.  As stated before, the 
main attraction of the meet-
ing is proposed zoning that 
aims to bring the Town into 
compliance with the state’s 
“MBTA 3A” requirements.  

As people do their due dil-
igence on the proposals it is 
worth looking at some of the 
broader issues and concerns 
that are in play.  Going back 
to the origins of the new law, 
state legislators and housing 
advocates were and remain 
very concerned about the 
high cost of housing and the 
negative impact high hous-
ing costs can have on the 
economy.  

This is a national, state 
and local issue.  They choose 
to address this desire for 
more housing by focusing 
on zoning near transit sta-
tions, requiring towns with 
transit stops to allow multi-
family housing as a by-right 
use meaning the use can-
not be subject to a special 
permit though it can still be 
subject to site plan review.

It is not hard to see that, 
in Manchester, the majority 
of homes are very expen-
sive single-family homes.  
The median home value is 
over $1.2 million.   We typi-
cally see a handful or less 
of new homes constructed 
annually and most of these 
are rebuilds of a teardown.  
There is very little oppor-
tunity for young families to 
move into town or for empty 
nesters to downsize and re-
main in town.  We are seeing 
this tight housing market 
play out in our demograph-
ics.  The most rapid growing 
cohort of the population is 

those over 65 and student 
population has been shrink-
ing.  A call for a more di-
versified housing stock was 
one of the highlights of the 
Town’s recently adopted 
Master Plan.

Understandably, there 
is a very strong desire to 
maintain the character of 
the community.  These con-
cerns have been at the fore-
front of much of the work 
of the MBTA Task Force and 
the Planning Board as they 
craft proposed new zon-
ing.  They have focused on 
zoning areas of town that 
already are developed with 
the majority of the areas 
consisting of small lots.  This 
results in a lower net num-
ber of potential new hous-
ing units and avoids large 
structures.  In addition, the 
new zoning comes with de-
sign standards that requires 
new construction to fit into 
the look and feel of existing 
buildings in Manchester.  All 
told, only 37 acres of land 
out of a land mass in excess 
of 5,100 acres is impacted by 
the proposed new zoning.  
But change is change and 
residents should make sure 
they are comfortable with 
the protections the planners 
have proposed.

The law requiring the 
new zoning stipulated as the 
penalty for non-compliance 
the withholding of certain 
state grants.  There is some 
confusion over what these 
grant totals for Manchester 
have been and could be go-
ing forward due to the state 
adding more grants to the 
list that could be withheld.  
We know that grants to the 
Manchester Housing Au-
thority would be withheld 
as well as MassWorks and 
Housing Choice grants.  We 
are told that the MassWorks 
grants include the funds that 
we have received from the 
Seaport Economic Devel-
opment Council and the 
recently re-established 
library construction aid.  
The Town has grant ap-
plications before both of 
these entities. 

To some people, these 
amounts are not impor-
tant enough to risk what is 
viewed as detrimental to 
the character of the town.  
Others view the millions 
that we have received over 
the years as an important 
incentive to comply (the 
larger grants have been 
the recent MassWorks 
grant of $3.5 million for 
the water and sewer line 

extensions to the Limited 
Commercial District, nu-
merous Seaport Economic 
Development grants for har-
bor improvements totaling 
over $1 million and Mass-
Works funds for dredging at 
$500,000).  

This is an area where rea-
sonable people can disagree 
and is really secondary to 
the main issue of creat-
ing a more diverse housing 
stock for the community.  In 
terms of tax impacts, a 1% 
tax increase generates about 
$300,000.

The new law is the subject 
of a case before the state’s 
Supreme Judicial Court.  
The Attorney General filed 
the case against the Town 

of Milton for not complying 
with the law when voters 
rejected the new zoning af-
ter it had been approved by 
the town’s representatives 
(Milton does not have an 
open town meeting.)  Some 
residents believe Manches-
ter should hold off voting 
on the proposed zoning 
pending the outcome of this 
court case.  This request has 
been put to the Select Board 
who ultimately control what 
goes on Town Meeting war-
rants.  Legal opinions vary 
on how the Court will rule 
but the basic law will likely 
stand though some of the 
guidelines promulgated by 
the state agency respon-
sible for implementation of 
the law may be revisited.  
The Select Board feels that  
Manchester should proceed 
and if some of the rules 
change that impact our pro-
posed zoning, changes can 
be made at a subsequent 
Town Meeting. 

There is a lot to consider 
as we get closer to decision 
time at the November 18 
Special Town Meeting.  All 
voters are encouraged to 
become familiar with the 
wealth of materials available 
on the Town’s website under 
“MBTA Zoning.”       

Preparing for the MBTA Zoning Vote 

Saturday 19 Oct 65° 42°

Sunday 20 Oct 68° 45°

Monday 21 Oct 63° 51°

Tuesday 22 Oct 69° 53°

Wednesday 23 Oct 58° 54°

Thursday 24 Oct 56° 50°

Friday 25 Oct 56° 47°

We are seeing 
this tight 

housing market 
play out in our 
demographics.  
The most rapid 
growing cohort 

of the population 
is those over 

65, and student 
population has 
been shrinking.  

The Move: Molisse to William Raveis
Gavel to Gavel
This Week’s Town Meetings

Manchester Town Hall is 
open to the public. Public 

hours are 9 a.m. - 4:45 
p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday and 9 a.m. 

- 6:15 p.m. on Thursday. 
Essex Town Hall hours are 
Monday through Thursday 

7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Essex BOS 
Monday, October 21

6 p.m.

Essex School Building 
Committee Meeting
Tuesday, October 22

6 - 8 p.m. 

Almost a year ago, a subtle change took 
place on Central Street in Manchester.  
Molisse Realty Group, a familiar name in 
local real estate started by Brian Molisse, 
began operating under a new set of 
signs bearing the name “William Raveis 
Real Estate.”  Unlike other acquisitions, 
there were no grand announcements or 
celebrations.  It was a quiet change.  By 
design. This week, read the story on how it 
all came together.  Page 8.

Die Wurst 
Comes In  
“Dee Best!”

Weather was no 
match for Sun-
day’s 15th Annual 

Cardboard Boat Regatta, 
with eager spectators brav-
ing cold and “spitty” rains 
at Manchester’s public 
boat launch behind Town 
Hall to cheer on home-
made cardboard racing 
boats with names like the 
“SS Gnarwhal,” “Kiss My 
Grass,” and “Tipsy.”  But in 
the end, it was “Die Wurst” 
that won First Place, seen 
here manned by Adrian Ar-
gento and Taylor Hwong.  
In the end, an epic day of 
raucous fun.  

See full results and  
photos, Page 5.
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CLASSIFIEDS
First, the good news. For subscribers, classified ads are free (one listing / subscrib-
er at a time, please … and keep it to 25 words or so). For all others, submit your 
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HELP WANTED
CLUB CAPTAIN, MYC—
Manchester Yacht Club seeks a 
year-round Club Captain.  The 
position manages and hires 
launch drivers, maintenance 
staff, and event staff to support 
launch service, racing, cruising, 
on-water and shore-based events. 
The position manages and main-
tains the clubhouse, docks and 
boats. A combination of manage-
ment skills, exemplary seaman-
ship, boat handling, customer 
service, and boat and on-shore 
maintenance are desired.  Coast 
Guard launch driving license 
required.  Salaried. Job descrip-
tions at: manchesteryc.org . 
Please submit a resume and cover 
letter to HR@manchesteryc.org.  

............ 10/31

ESTATE SALE!
MBTS, OCT. 12—34 Pine St, 
Sat, Oct 12th, 9 am - 4:30 pm.  
(No Early Birds please.)  Dining 
room, Bedroom, Living room, 
and Porch furniture, crystal, 
china, silver, etc. Cash or Venmo 

only!  10/17

FOR RENT
MBTS WINTER RENTAL—
Winter Rental. $4,500/month 
(includes heat, electric and 
cable). Available Oct 1st . Two-
level townhome. 4 bed/1.5 baths. 
Tastefully decorated & furnished. 
Chef’s kitchen that connects to 
living room, creating a great 
space for cooking, hosting, and 
entertaining. Call 617.212.3251 

MANCHESTER—Manchester 
Village, 2 bedroom apartment on 
the third floor with open floor 
plan, views of the harbor and 
parking. Available October 1, 
$2,400 per month includes heat 
and hot water. No pets or smok-
ers. 978-526-1646.

MANCHESTER – 2 bed/1 bath on 
School St. Top floor unit. Bright, 
clean & tastefully updated. 2 car 
parking. Convenient location. 
Available Sept 1st. $3,100/month. 
Call 617.212.3251  ............. 9/20

V A C A T I O N - R E N T A L 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES—
Turn your home into a vacation 
rental! We handle everything. 
From initial set-up to market-
ing to guest inquiries to cleaning 
and more! We’ve got you covered.  
Servicing Cape Ann & beyond.  
Visit XSTRHomes.com to book 
a no-obligation consult or call 
617.212.3251 ...................... 8/26

FOR SALE

2023 YACHTLINE 360 FOR 
SALE—Zodiac YachtLine 
360, with custom Bimini from 
Browns Yacht Yard, 40hp Yamaha 
4-stroke, only 150 hours. We love 
this boat but we’re sizing up! 4 
Passengers, 9 gallon tank, Length 
11’10”, BEAM 5’10”, Stored and 
maintained by Browns. $24K Bob 
615-423-5498.  ................... 10/27

1959 CORVETTE, $70K—1959 
Corvette; white with red side 
coves,  convertible with hard top; 
43,000 miles; motor is not origi-
nal but is period correct.  $70,000 
Call 978-526-4273  ............. 10/27

FREE!
NEED A CRIB?—Free Baldwin 4 
in 1 convertible crib.  Excellent 
shape.  Again, it’s free but pick up 
necessary.  Contact 978-526-7137.  

............................... 10/27

SERVICES
HANDYMAN, MBTS—Handyman 
for light construction, home 
repairs, painting, cleanups, 
home repairs, painting clean-
ups, power washing, rototilling.  
Fully insured.  Have truck and 
trailer.  Clean, honest, references.  
Contact Bill mbtshandyman@
gmail.com or (978) 618-0999. TF

Brookside ContraCting
978-526-1414

Manchester-by-the-Sea
keithlitka@brooksidecontracting.com
Home Improvement • Carpentry

Roofing • Siding
Replacement Windows

Over 40 Years Experience
Don: 978-526-4123
lombardimasonry.com

MCINNIS PAVING, INC.
Infra-Red Asphalt Repair Specialists
Cold Planeing • Driveway Rebuilding
Repairs • Seal Coating • Crack Filling

Beverly Farms, MA 01915
Timothy McInnis   978-921-1608

Cell: 978-375-1727 • Fax: 978-927-9602

Call (978) 314-5085 
Email Kathy.Willy@verizon.net

www.makeitgoaway.net
MAKE IT GO AWAY!

PROFESSIONAL LISTINGS

William Siderewicz

William Siderewicz, 74, of 
Manchester-by- the -Sea, 
passed away peacefully on 
August 13, 2024 at Mass Gen-
eral Hospital, in Boston.  Bill 
(or Billy) was born on July 7, 
1950 in New London, CT, the 
son of Gladys Sadowski and 
Anton (Tony) Siderewicz.  He 
is survived by his cherished 

wife of 52 
years, Chris 
Kinney of 
Manchester-
by-the-sea, 

and two children and their 
spouses; Jonathan and Tea-
gan Siderewicz of South 
Hamilton, and Katie Sid-
erewicz and Alex Weare of 
Ipswich, his grandson who 
he adored greatly, Rory Sid-
erewicz, and 3 brothers and 
a sister, Joe Siderewicz, Bob 
Siderewicz, Stephen Sidere-
wicz, and Caroline Sidere-
wicz.  He was predeceased 
by his parents Gladys and 
Anton.

Bill loved everything life 
had to offer.  He enjoyed 
being an outdoorsman. He 
loved fishing, camping, and 
going to the beach.  He also 
thoroughly enjoyed being on 
the water where he was most 
comfortable in a boat some-
where, probably exceeding 
the speed limit, or with a 
fishing line trolling behind.  
He could always be found 
watching his favorite hockey 
team, the Boston Bruins, on 
the sidelines of his son’s la-
crosse games, or at any of his 
daughter’s horse shows.  Bill 
was an avid sports fanatic 
and passed that on to both 
his children.

Bill and his wife Chris wel-
comed two children after 19 
years of marriage, Jonathan 
and Katie, and were well on 
their way to a beautiful life 
together.  Before kids, Bill 
and Chris loved to travel, 
checking numerous beau-

tiful destinations off their 
bucket list; Hawaii, Switzer-
land, and London to name 
a few.  Eventually, Jonathan 
and Katie were included on 
these adventures of a life-
time which created ever-
lasting memories that were 
sacred and cherished to Bill.

A brilliant, talented, dedi-
cated, hard-working entre-
preneur. Bill excelled in aca-
demics; specifically, science 
& math.  Earning his first 
Masters in Environmental 
Engineering from Cornell 
University and his second 
Masters, an MBA, from 
Northeastern University.  Bill 
created a life for his family 
that was comfortable while 
filling everyone’s heart with 
joy, laughter, respect, kind-
ness, self-value, and most 
importantly, love.  There was 
never a project, or object, or 
problem that he couldn’t fix.  
Bill made friends very eas-
ily and always saw the good 
light in people.  His special 
gift was his ability to find hu-
mor in all things, and he was 
extraordinarily good at re-
ally connecting with people.  
He was a family man, and his 
favorite place to be was at 
their beautiful home in Man-
chester or on island time on 
Nantucket with the ones he 
loved most.  His love affair 
with the island lasted more 
than 44 years, eventually 
becoming his family’s “Ferry 
Tale”.

A Naval Reserve Veteran, a 
son, a brother, a loving hus-
band, an adoring father, and 
the most special grandfather 
( Jaja), Bill was a man that 
was everything to everyone, 
making anyone he encoun-
tered or spoke with more 
comfortable, more joyous, 
and a better human being.  
He was well loved, and loved 
well, and most definitely will 
still be living his fun and ad-
venturous life up in the sky 
waiting for all of us to join 
him one day.

Wendy Ann Smith 
Wendy Ann Smith of Man-

chester-by-the Sea passed 
away peacefully on October 
12 after a difficult pulmo-
nary disease.  During her 
time at the Kaplan Hospice 
House, she was continually 
surrounded by loving fam-
ily and friends.  She will for-

ever be remembered for her 
kind and gentle spirit.  Even 
towards the end of her life, 
she maintained an incred-
ibly positive attitude and was 
a beloved patient to all that 
cared for her.

Wendy was born in Seat-
tle, WA 1941, the first child of 
Stuart and Olive Yeaton.  At a 
young age the family moved 
to Pennington, NJ where she 
grew up.  She attended Miss 
Fine’s School (now Princeton 
Country Day) and then went 
west to the University of Col-
orado where she loved skiing 
and served as President of 
the Kappa Alpha Theta so-
rority.  She graduated cum 
laude with a degree in Edu-
cation in 1963.

During a holiday break 
from college and while 
studying at the Princ-
eton University Firestone  
Library, she met Ralph Chris-
tian Smith, a student there.  
Ralph would become the 
love of her life for more than 
60 years.

Their life together began 
after Ralph’s graduation 
from Princeton and his con-
tinuing studies at Harvard 
(MA) and Northwestern 
(MBA), and ultimately for 
three years in Bolivia.  At ev-
ery stop Wendy was involved 
in her teaching career, most 
enjoyably at the American 
Cooperative School in LaPaz 
as a first-grade teacher.  By 
this time, they had their two 
special children, Carrie and 
Tim with them.  While in Bo-
livia, she never missed an op-
portunity to expose her chil-
dren to the life and culture 
they were living in.

Ending up back in the 
US, the family settled in 
Manchester-by-the Sea, MA 
where she began teaching at 
the Brookwood School.  Her 
family had a short time liv-
ing in Nashville, TN where 
she taught at the University 
School.  Once again, Wendy 
delved into everything that 
Nashville had to offer explor-
ing different parts of the state 
and getting to know local art 
and music.  Three years later, 
the family returned to their 
home in Manchester where 
she once again taught third 
grade at Brookwood and 

later went on to become the 
beloved Head of the Lower 
School.  Throughout her ca-
reer she was loved and ad-
mired by students, teachers 
and parents.

A wife, mother, sister of 
many talents she most en-
joyed gardening, having her 
lovely home filled with in-
door and outdoor plants and 
flowers (even a Ficus tree).  
She loved sailing and boating 
with family and all events at 
the Manchester Yacht Club, 
especially the marriages of 
her two children.  Her knit-
ting was legendary.  Most 
recently, she became part of 
the Seaside Knitting group 
creating sweaters and blan-
kets for those in need.  Dur-
ing her spring vacations, she 
was also a pro on the fly rod 
for bonefish in the Yucatan 
with fishing friends.

Wendy was an accom-
plished pianist as well.  Af-
ter a teenage recital at the 
Westminster Choir College in 
Princeton she turned to bow 
only to see Albert Einstein in 
the audience applauding.... 
now family lore.

Wendy’s pride and joy was 
her family including each 
of her beloved dogs.  Af-
ter retirement, she was the 
daytime caregiver for her 
two grandchildren spending 
their days reading, exploring 
Ipswich, MA on foot, and at-
tending playgroups.  She cel-
ebrated 60 years of marriage 
this past August, her 83rd 
birthday in January with her 
entire family including her 
brother and sister visiting, 
and always looked forward 
to family celebrations and 
holidays together.

In addition to her husband 
Ralph, Wendy is survived 
by her children Tim Smith 
( Janet) and Carrie Wood-
ruff (Tom) in Ipswich, MA; 
grandchildren Jack and Ad-
die Woodruff; brother Tom 
Yeaton (Valerin) in Ireland; 
sister Joan Seamon (Hal) in 
Virginia and many nieces 
and nephews.

Memorial donations in 
Wendy’s memory may be 
directed to the Ipswich 
Public Library where she 
spent countless hours with 
her grandchildren exposing 
them to reading and classic 
children’s books and litera-
ture.  Ipswich Public Library 
– Board of Trustees (George 
Gray)/Director (Nora Blake) 
25 North Main Street Ips-
wich, MA 01938.

A Remembrance and 
Celebration of Wendy’s life 
will be held for family and 
friends on Saturday, October 
26th from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
Manchester Yacht Club.

Obituaries
Following a long-standing tradition, The Cricket 

publishes obituaries as a service for our readers. If an 
obituary cannot be published in time for a service, we 
will post the notice to our website and Facebook page 

(facebook.com/TheManchesterCricket).

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6
1:27 a.m.   Bennett St., 
directed patrol, secured/
checked. 2:08 a.m.  School 
St., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 7:51 p.m.  School 
St., motor vehicle stop, 
verbal warning. 8:39 p.m.  
White Beach, suspicious 
activity, secured/checked.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7
1:41 a.m.  Tuck’s Point Rd., 
suspicious activity, spoken 
to. 2:38 p.m.  Highland Ave., 
parking complaint, notifica-
tion made. 3:38 p.m.  Mill 
St., motor vehicle crash, 
report to follow. 9:27 p.m.  
Norwood Ave., fire alarm, 
fire confirmed.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8
3:57 a.m.  White Beach, sus-

picious activity, spoken to.
10:18 a.m.  Beach St., animal 
complaint, secured/checked.
2:58 p.m.  Bridge St., traffic 
hazard, secured/checked.
7:34 p.m.  Tuck’s Point Rd., 
suspicious activity, secured/
checked.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9
9:13 a.m.  Lincoln St., animal 
complaint, notification 
made. 11:10 a.m.  Summer 
St., motor vehicle stop, writ-
ten warning. 5:16 p.m.  Lin-
coln St., animal complaint, 
no action taken. 10:47 p.m.  
Old Essex Rd., motor vehicle 
stop, citation issued.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10
6:31 a.m.  Raymond St., 
animal complaint, assisted 

as needed. 2:40 p.m.  Smiths 
Point Rd., alarm, secured/
checked. 6:05 p.m.  Central 
St., citizen assist, no action 
taken. 10:10 p.m.  Route 
128SB, erratic operator, 
notification made.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11
6:17 a.m.  School St., direct-
ed patrol, secured/checked.
1:06 p.m.  Norwood Ave., 
disturbance, spoken to.
6:10 p.m.  Summer St., mo-
tor vehicle crash, criminal 
application. 
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SELECT BOARD 
UPDATE

Select Board Meeting:  The 
Select Board will meet on 
Monday, October 21 at 6:30 
p.m.  Meeting details can be 
found on the Town website. 

Hydrant Flushing:  DPW 
Hydrant Flushing will begin 
on October 21 and will occur 
Monday through Wednesday 
from 8 p.m. - 12 p.m. over 
several weeks until com-
plete.  If you experience 
cloudy water, run a cold tap 
until clear. 

MBTA Zoning:  The Plan-
ning Board will host a Public 
Hearing on October 28 at 7 
p.m. to discuss MBTA Zon-
ing. Meeting details be post-
ed to the Town website.  Stop 
by the information table at 
the Harvest Carnival on Oc-

tober 19 to ask questions and 
give feedback. 

Board of Health Tobacco 
Public Hearing:  The Board 
of Health will review To-
bacco Regulations on Thurs-
day, October 24 at 6:30 p.m.  
Meeting details can be found 
on the Town website. 

Chowder House Rentals:  
A lottery will be held for 
2025 Chowder House rent-
als on Thursday, October 
24 at 5 p.m. at Town Hall.  
First come, first serve.  Non-
resident rentals will open on 
January 2, 2025

Leaf Collection:  Black 
Earth will offer curbside leaf 
collection during the weeks 
of November 18 and Decem-
ber 2.  Please place leaves in 
bags on your curb on your 
collection day.

Special Town Meeting:  
The Fall Special Town Meet-
ing date will be held on Mon-
day, November 18 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Manchester Essex 
Regional High School.  Resi-
dents will be asked to vote on 
MBTA Zoning along with oth-
er potential Town matters. 

Trash, recycling, and com-
post collection:   Regular 
Schedule.  Please place curb-
side by 7 a.m. on day of col-
lection.  Transfer Station is 
open on Wednesdays from 
7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. and Satur-
days from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Follow Us on Facebook, Ins-
tagram, and X @townofmbts 
and visit the Town website 
www.Manchester.ma.us to 
stay informed. 

90 YEARS AGO – 1934
Before a large holiday 

crowd, Story High and Rock-
port High battled to a score-
less tie last Friday morning.  
It was an ideal day for foot-
ball with a brisk wind blow-
ing.  The American Legion 
Auxiliary celebrated their 
13th anniversary Thursday 
evening of last week by hav-
ing the members of Frank B. 
Amaral Post as their guests.  
A supper was served at 6:30 
p.m. and this was followed 
by a social evening.

75 YEARS AGO – 1949
The two major highway 

projects in town, at this time 
are progressing nicely.  At 
the Lily Pond, Superinten-
dent of Streets, P. Edward 
Sweeney and his men are do-
ing a fine job of resurfacing 
and this road is expected to 
be open to two-way travel in 
about a week. A Manchester 
boat, “Petit Manan”, owned 
by Nathaniel Clapp of Prides 
Crossing was stolen from 
its berth off the Yacht Club, 
Tuesday evening of last week 
and recovered in Marble-
head.

60 YEARS AGO – 1964
A Children’s Concert will 

be presented at the Memo-
rial School on Saturday, Oc-
tober 24, at 11 a.m.  by Na-
tasha Lorenz, the proceeds 
to be used for the new Chil-
dren’s Room at the Manches-
ter Public Library. It was a 
happy bunch of high school 
ball players, coaches, cheer-
leaders and fans, following 
a 28-0 conquest of Cardinal 
Cushing Academy of West 
Newbury.

45 YEARS AGO – 1979
The league-leading 

Browns and the second-
place Crickets were big win-
ners in the men’s Monday 
evening bowling league as 
they each produced 34-8 vic-
tories.  The Browns bombed 
Table Four while the Crickets 
chewed up Al’s Café.

Memorial School staff 
used Wednesday’s release 
day to review and discuss 
the revised health education 
curriculum.  Nurse Susan 
Malter gave the staff a per-
sonal health questionnaire 
to evaluate their own health 
risk factor.

30 YEARS AGO – 1994
The Massachusetts Depart-

ment of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) has rejected a 
request for additional time 
to examine the possibility of 
utilizing the Beverly-Salem 
Water Board’s treatment 
plant instead of constructing 
a new water treatment plant 
for the time. The PTO Play-
ground Committee recently 
received approval and fund-
ing for the purchase and in-
stallation of a new swing set 
to be located between Me-
morial School and the Brook 
Street playing fields.

15 YEARS AGO – 2009
Manchester Firefighters 

will host a Railroad Training 
Drill on Sunday, October 18, 
2009.  The training exercise 
will simulate a collision be-
tween a motor vehicle and 
an MBTA tram at the Sea 
Street Crossing. On Octo-
ber 18, 2009, there will be 
a Community Open House 
to tour the new Manches-
ter Essex Middle and Upper 
School.  The doors will open 
at 1:30 p.m.  and everyone is 
invited to share in viewing 
the exciting new building.

	

DATE	
HIGH	 LOW	 	

AM	 FT	 PM	 FT	 AM	 FT	 PM	 FT	 RISE	 SET	
18	 Fri	 12:13	 10.7	 12:31	 11.7	 6:35	 -0.7	 7:10	 -1.3	 6:59	 5:57	
19	 Sat	 1:04	 10.5	 1:19	 11.8	 7:23	 -0.6	 8:02	 -1.3	 7:00	 5:55	
20	 Sun	 1:55	 10.2	 2:07	 11.6	 8:11	 -0.2	 8:53	 -1.0	 7:01	 5:53	
21	 Mon	 2:47	 9.7	 2:58	 11.1	 9:01	 0.2	 9:46	 -0.5	 7:02	 5:52	
22	 Tue	 3:43	 9.2	 3:51	 10.5	 9:52	 0.8	 10:40	 0.0	 7:04	 5:50	
23	 Wed	 4:41	 8.7	 4:49	 9.9	 10:45	 1.3	 11:36	 0.6	 7:05	 5:49	
24	 Thu	 5:42	 8.4	 5:51	 9.3	 11:42	 1.8	 	 	 7:06	 5:47	

	
	
	

Tides & Sun Chart For The Week Ahead

EARN UP TO 

No monthly service fees.

For new Cape Ann Savings Bank business 
customers who enroll in seamless business 
banking, merchant processing and payroll 

processing services.

For full disclosure, please visit 
learn.capeannsavings.bank/businesschecking

It’s Time for a Change

Personalized 
Service

Seamless 
Integration

Advanced 
Digital Tools

Learn how at www.keepitincapeann.com

It was a special cross country trip for the descendants of Benjamin Crowell, who came from California 
last week to visit Crowell Chapel in Manchester.  The Gothic building was a 1905 gift from Susan 
Crowell who donated it in her brother’s name.  Benjamin had left Manchester for Colorado to seek his 
fortune.  He struck gold, and sent needed money back home to support his sisters who ran a boarding 
house.  Here, sisters Alicia “Lee” Crowell Newman and Cyndy Crowell Cotton pose for family. 

This week at the library there 
is a virtual Haunted Experi-
ences, Art exhibition and sale, 
Community Game Night, Pop-
Up Art and more.

Open Sundays
Beginning October 20, the 
library will be open Sundays 
from 1-4 p.m.

Mystery Book Group
Friday, October 25 from 
10:30-11:30 a.m.  This Octo-
ber we are reading “Devil’s 
Corner” by Lisa Scottoline.

Cookbook Club
Saturday, October 26 from 
12-1 p.m.   October’s pick is 
D’iasporican:  A Puerto Ri-
can Cookbook” by Illyanna 
Maisonet.  This month we 
are celebrating Hispanic 
Heritage Month (September 
15-October 15) by sharing 
these Puerto Rican recipes.  
Please register online so we 
know how much cutlery to 
have on hand.

Job Search Help –10 Es-
sential Ways to Avoid Job 
Scams (Virtual)
Monday, October 28 from 
2-3 p.m.  Over the years, job 
scams have become more 
complicated and complex.  
Technology’s advancement 
allows scammers to appear 
as hiring managers, employ-
ers, career professionals, 
and recruiters to lure them 
into fake job opportunities, 

scamming them for money 
and private data.  By being 
proactive and informed, you 
can avoid becoming a victim.

Dungeons and Dragons 
for Adults (Virtual)
Monday, October 28 from 7-9 
p.m.  MBTS’s Head of Adult 
and Reference Services, 
Maddy, will be your Game 
Master for this two-hour ses-
sion.

Haunted Library Tours
Wednesday, October 23 at 
5:30, 5:50, 6:10 and 6:30 
p.m.  The annual haunted 
library is excited to welcome 
you back for a ghoulishly 
good time.  Take a tour of the 
library in its Halloween re-
galia, enjoy some treats and 
very few tricks.  This is a fam-
ily event appropriate for age 
4 and above.  Registration is 
required.

The Origins and Evolution 
of Project 2025 (Virtual)
Wednesday, October 23 from 
7-8 p.m.  Registrants will re-
ceive a video link of the re-
cording within 48 hours of 
the event.  Project 2025 has 
been in the news lately but, 
for some, it seemed to come 
out of nowhere.  Join Profes-
sor Brian Conley of Suffolk 
University, as we delve into 
the history of this document 
and it’s origins during the 
Reagan Years.

History of Shipwrecks 
with Retired Captain Greg 
Ketchen (Virtual)
Wednesday, October 24 from 
1-2 p.m.  This talk will focus 
primarily on, but not lim-
ited to, historic shipwrecks 
that have occurred south 
and east of Massachusetts.  
The region has been called 
the Graveyard of the North 
Atlantic with over 3,000 
wrecks here since European 
sailors first began exploring 
the shores of the western At-
lantic.

Medicare 101
Tuesday, October 22 from 
5:30-6:30 p.m.  Medicare 
Open Enrollment is October 
15-December 7.  Planning 
for Medicare-Countdown 
to 65 is a no-cost seminar 
that helps you understand 
your Medicare health insur-
ance options outside of your 
employer-sponsored cover-
age, whether or not you are 
planning to retire.  Registra-
tion is encouraged but not 
required.

Calling All Local Artists
2nd Annual Falling for Art 
Exhibit and Sale, October 18-
20, 2024.  Artists are invited 
to submit 3-5 digital jpeg im-
ages by September 30, fall-
ingforartmbts@gmail.com.  
Photos must be labeled:  Last 
Name¬_First Name_Title of 
the Piece_Price.  50% of the 
proceeds benefit The Friends 
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True, Honest, 
Human Discourse vs. 
Dangerous Online 
Anonymity 

To the Editor,

The upcoming vote on MBTA 
Zoning is an important one 
for our town.  As we tackle 
this issue as a community, it’s 
important that we all care-
fully consider all of the facts 
before us and especially the 
sources they come from.  In 
particular, I am concerned 
about anonymous sources 
and misinformation.

We live in an age of social 
media, which has drastically 
changed the communication 
landscape.  Sure, a person 
posting anonymously on so-
cial media or on a website 
might be a concerned MBTS 
resident with sincere inten-
tions trying to engage with 
the issue and still feel safe.  
It’s scary and stressful to 
engage on these platforms.  
However, it could be possible 
that the anonymous person is 
just trying to stir up trouble. 

How do we know this per-
son doesn’t live in another 
town, state, or even country?  
It could also be possible that 
the anonymous person is ac-
tually just a troll or a Russian 
bot.  Of course, people, trolls, 
and bots can all post anony-
mously on the Internet and 
town Facebook page.  It hap-
pened just recently.  

It’s up to each individual 
reading this to decide for 
themselves whether or not 
they trust these unknown 
entities or whether they trust 
their neighbors and fellow 
community members.   

I know who I trust.  I trust 
my fellow residents when I 
can put a face to a name.  I 
know that even if we dis-
agree, we can respect each 
other’s opinions and engage 
in healthy dialogue based 
on facts and continue to live 
with respect side by side.  
Even if we disagree, we can 
show up, in person, to a fo-
rum, hearing, or a public 
meeting to learn and share 
our thoughts, opinions, and 
fears face-to-face to be a part 
of the dialogue. 

Even if we disagree, we 
can respect the efforts of our 
elected town officials, volun-
teers, who are trying to find 
a way forward for this town 
so that we can keep our state 

grant money, protect the 
town’s character, and create 
housing opportunities at dif-
ferent price points – some-
thing our town desperately 
needs.  These elected officials 
answer to Ethics Laws, Open 
Meeting Laws, Freedom of 
Information Act and other 
standards that hold them ac-
countable.  They are the op-
posite of anonymous.

When we can trust each 
other and engage in a re-
spectful, healthy dialogue, 
we can see each other around 
town and feel a sense of com-
munity, not tension.  In my 
opinion, this is what has and 
will keep our democracy and 
our MBTS community strong.

Lindsay Banks
Manchester

43 Reasons to Go Blue 
in November, and 
Counting

In the aftermath of the Biden-
Trump debate I was experi-
encing quite a bit of anxiety.  
The only thing I was certain 
about was the need to defeat 
Trump.  

I decided I would write 
a list of all my reasons, one 
each weekday, on Facebook.  
That was July 3 and there was 
much speculation whether 
Biden would persist or quit, 
so I just said “Vote Blue” 
at the end of each post.  At 
that point I thought I’d have 
roughly 90 weekdays until 
the election, so I labeled the 
posts, “My 90 Reasons to De-
feat Trump and Vote Blue.”

I shortly realized that the 
Facebook format made brev-
ity impossible and it was awk-
ward to list references so that 
any reader could see where I 
came up with various bits of 
information.  So, I also post-
ed the same “Reason” on a 
website (blog).  There, I could 
expand with additional infor-
mation, add videos in some 
cases, and list all of the sourc-
es I used.  This also added to 
the amount of time spent on 
each reason from one to two 
hours to sometimes more 
than a day.

Then came Biden’s deci-
sion to quit, his endorsement 
of Kamala Harris, her hurried 
and effective cementing of 
delegate support, followed 
by the joyful Democratic Par-
ty Convention.  I changed the 
tagline to “Defeat Trump and 

Vote Harris/Walz.”
But getting five articles 

written each week was way 
too optimistic.  It’s not that 
there would be any difficulty 
writing hundreds of reasons 
to defeat Trump, given the 
time, but I have accepted my 
own limitations.  

So far, I have written 43 
“Reasons.”  

I guess it will be a bit more 
than 50 by the time I quit on 
November 5.

If you are curious, you can 
read the list and/or articles at 
RichardGoutal.com

Richard Goutal
Manchester

A Voice From Elm 
Street

Where are all those MBTS 
folks who put up pink STOP 
SLV! signs?... the folks who 
raised millions of dollars to 
hire attorneys and purchase 
the Powder House Lane 
apartment complex to try 
and block the SLV develop-
ment from going up?  

Many of us are concerned 
this development will be 
ugly; will be seen from Rt 128; 
and will also endanger wild-
life, a municipal water sup-
ply, etc.

Where are all those We-
Love-Manchester folks now? 
… now that the state legisla-
ture has been hoodwinked 
by an association of high-end 
developers, itching to get 
their fingers into prime real 
estate land in MBTS, Rock-
port, Marblehead, Milton 
and other high-end suburban 
towns?  

Under these develop-
ers’ 3A “MBTA” mandate… 
our hand-appointed seven-
person subcommittee (all of 
whom plan on continuing to 
live peacefully on Bennett 
Street, Tucks Point Rd, Mas-
conomo, Old Neck, Wash-
ington, etc.) have been quick 
to earmark a few of MBTS’ 
less-fancy streets for high rise 
apartment houses and park-
ing garages.  Why? 

According to our current 
town administrator … It’s 
all about more state grants!  
Here is his latest plan!

Our “administrator” has 
actually drafted a plan to 
commercialize/develop Reed 
Park (that grassy area on 
Beach Street with benches 
overlooking our quiet har-
bor… next to the railroad 
tracks) 

Our administrator’s water-
front expansion goal includes 
moving the town’s few work-
ing lobstermen’s boats away 
from their current moorings 
on Morss Pier to build more 
docks for out-of-town boat-
ers, plus a harbor master 
office?!  In fact, he (aka The 
Town?) has already applied 
for two Special Permits from 
the Planning Board for this 
expansion; without our se-
lectboard bothering to sur-
vey the town re: our inter-
est in commercializing OUR 
town harbor! 

But wait!  The state says we 
can only receive this grant to 
commercialize/expand our 
town harbor if we allow the 
MBTA big- box housing man-
date to pass on November 
18th! 

Always remember – the 
more grants Manchester 
receives; the more fiscal re-
sponsibility and often addi-
tional compensation a town 
administrator or manager re-
ceives.  Is this why our town 
administrator keeps trying to 
grab every grant that comes 
down the pike?  I do not think 

the majority of Manchester 
wants to see our town turned 
into a new and improved 
Manchesterport-by-the-Sea, 
where parking lots are plen-
tiful, and tourists outnumber 
residents many days of the 
week!  

Meanwhile… do not be 
fooled by talk about the 
MBTA mandate encouraging 
low-income housing.  In fact,  
this new housing mandate 
specifically says that senior 
housing; studio and one bed-
room apartments “cannot be 
counted” in the additional 
171 units and parking garages 
that the MBTS subcommit-
tee has said will be allowed 
to be built in, around,  and 
on top of the 164 housing 
units that currently exist on 
a portion of Pine St, Morse 
Ct, Elm Street and in the cur-
rent Powder House Apart-
ment area… including, at 
some point,  the town pond 
behind the fire station.  Yes!!  
These mandated two+ bed-
room luxury units, with their 
handy parking garages, will 
be perfect for those wanting 
to retire here or enjoy Man-
chester during the summer 
season.  

If this mandate passes on 
November 18th, property 
owners in and around Pine, 
Elm and Morse Court will 
watch neighbors sell their 
properties for VERY high 
prices to these happy devel-
opers, Am I being too dra-
matic?  Listen up!

Last week the Massachu-
setts Ethics Commission 
forbade two Gloucester 
Ward Councilors from par-
ticipating, let alone voting, 
in the city’s recent vote on 
their MBTA housing man-
date.  Councilor-at-Large Jeff 
Worthley and Ward 3 Coun-
cilor Marjorie Grace both 
own property in one or more 
of Gloucester’s MBTA tar-
geted neighborhoods.  The 
Commission therefore forced 
them to RECUSE themselves 
from voting with the rest of 
Gloucester’s ward council-
ors.  They were prohibited 
from representing their con-
stituents when it came to a 
vote on the MBTA mandate. 
Why? 

The Ethics Commission 
told the two councilors they 
would have a conflict of in-
terest if they voted, as they 
could substantially benefit 
financially if the mandate 
passed! 

On the flip side… under 
this mandate, what happens 
to your home’s current value 
when the two houses across 
the street at, say, 30 and 34 
Pine Street, with a combined 
lot size of 1.3152 acres, are 
sold to a developer who will 
by right be able to build a 
minimum of 15 units, per-
haps 20, along with the man-
dated 1.5 parking spaces per 
unit?   Clearly this develop-
ers’ dream housing mandate 
is going to create nasty divi-
sions among and between 
MBTS neighbors and neigh-
borhoods.  

It is critical that town resi-
dents look at the big picture. 
It is important to understand 
this kind of mandate can 
only be happening in 2024, 
when it appears we no longer 
have national, state, nor local 
government by and for the 
people.

 If we, as a small town, can-
not muster a simple majority 
to say “NO” to this most re-
cent government mandate… 
and ride out this storm … as 
we have chosen to do with 
the SLV development, how 
will we respond when faced 

with additional mandates 
when they come sliding 
down the pike? 

Breaking News!!!  Norton 
Selectmen just voted “NO” to 
this mandate; North Reading, 
Middleboro, Milton, Holden 
and East Bridgewater town 
meetings also voted NO to 
the MBTA mandate.  Mean-
while…earlier this month 
the Massachusetts Superior 
Court heard testimony re: 
Milton’s refusal to accept the 
MBTA mandate. The court 
will now issue its opinion 
within 120 days, upholding or 
rejecting Milton’s town meet-
ing vote to block this MBTA 
state housing mandate.  

Manchester should there-
fore NOT HAVE A TOWN 
VOTE until the court’s opin-
ion is issued. WHY?  If the 
majority of our town meeting 
votes on November 18th to 
accept this mandate…we will 
be stuck with the mandate.  
Hence; it makes sense to 
postpone the November 18th 
town vote until AFTER the 
court renders their decision 
on whether towns, such as 
Milton and Manchester must 
follow the MBTA mandate or 
not.  

To request Yellow SaveMB-
TS yard sign: www.savembts.
org;  or join MBTA Multifam-
ily Zoning Communities on 
Facebook. 

Susan Wadia-Ells
Manchester

Proposed MBTA Zoning: 
an Irreversible Blow to 
Municipal Sovereignty

There are several things that 
concern me deeply about the 
MBTA 3A ruling.  Until the 
present, we have had sover-
eignty over our city’s zoning.  
In Gloucester’s 401st year, 
seven city councilors have 
decided that the state should 
now take over that role in his-
toric downtown Gloucester, 
thus transferring the sover-
eignty of Gloucester’s down-
town zoning to unelected bu-
reaucrats who reside all over 
the state, and who have no 
investment in our city.

Have you ever gone from 
being a renter of an apart-
ment or a home, to becoming 
an owner of a home?  Once 
able to purchase a dwell-
ing that was yours, you felt 
a sense of relief and joy. No 
longer could a landlord raise 
your rent or ask you to leave 
because the residence was 
now needed for the land-
lord’s family members, or it 
was up for sale.  

I have had that very expe-
rience in Gloucester three 
times prior to my buying my 
condo in 2006.  My buyer’s 
broker had asked, “Where 
do you want to look for a 
home?” “Gloucester,” I re-
plied.  “Where else?” she 
asked.  “Gloucester.”  I had 
invested my heart in this city, 
and finally had been able to 
purchase my home here.  
There were no more landlord 
unexpected requests to move 
again.  My fate was no longer 
left to whims of others, but it 
was now in my hands.  Why 
would we give up the sover-
eignty of our Gloucester zon-
ing to an absent landlord?

3A MBTA zoning is not 
about ownership of condos 
and homes.  It is about the 
creation of multiple fam-
ily apartments with multiple 
bedrooms, to be allowed by 
State Right, not Gloucester 
Right.  As the law was writ-
ten, 3A did not include af-
fordable, Senior or Veterans 
Housing.  The city of Glouces-

ter has apparently submitted 
a request to include afford-
able housing, but that re-
quest has not been assented 
to or answered by the state as 
of this time.

Our city council has spent 
the last two or so years, fig-
uring out where they were 
going to relinquish land sov-
ereignty of our city to the 
state.  I have asked to see the 
studies councilors have done 
to determine the costs of ad-
ditional police, fire, teach-
ers, medical workers, water 
availability in a drought etc., 
as a consequence of the ad-
dition of conceivably thou-
sands of new residents.  The 
answer?  Crickets.  Two of 
the city councilors, decided 
in the last week before the 
vote, that they should recuse 
themselves for personal con-
cerns.  I live in Ward 3.  I did 
not have representation for 
the vote that gave the state 
my Ward, in addition to Ward 
2.  Wow!  I want representa-
tion.  Shouldn’t we all have 
that right?

We can have representa-
tion by choosing to sign pe-
titions that are being distrib-
uted by Gloucester citizens at 
public places around town.  
Those petitions request that, 
we the people, be able to vote 
as the people, on changes to 
our zoning that could forever 
fundamentally alter our city 
and our lives.  If they zone it, 
they will build.  If they build 
it, they will come.  Then 
what?

Beverly Johnson
Gloucester

Sara Lewis, Ph.D. is 
the Keynote at MECT 
Annual Meeting

MECT is delighted to pres-
ent Sara Lewis, Ph.D., the 
keynote speaker for our 2024 
Annual Meeting. Lewis is a bi-
ologist and professor emerita 
at Tufts who has spent the 
past 30 years studying fire-
fly behavior, ecology, and 
evolution. She currently co-
ordinates global firefly con-
servation efforts as co-chair 
of the IUCN Firefly Specialist 
Group. In addition to writing 
scientific articles, Prof. Lewis 
has given a TED talk and has 
written popular articles for 
Scientific American, CNN, 
The Guardian, and National 
Wildlife, and has been fea-
tured in the New York Times, 
Wall Street Journal, Washing-
ton Post, and BBC. She is the 
author of Silent Sparks: The 
Wondrous World of Fireflies. 
Join us for an entertaining 
journey and fascinating look 
into their luminous lives! The 
MECT Annual Meeting takes 
place on November 3, 2024 
at 5 p.m. at Riversbend Res-
taurant, 35 Dodge Street in 
Essex. We’ll have a short An-
nual Meeting to elect officers 
and trustees, and to present 
2023 financial results, 2024 
activities and updates, and to 
discuss our plans for the fu-
ture. Then we’ll turn it over 
to Professor Lewis! We look 
forward to gathering with our 
community and sharing this 
upbeat and fascinating lec-
turer. Riversbend Restaurant 
in Essex is generously host-
ing us. Enjoy their wood-fired 
pizza, courtesy of our spon-
sors, and a cash bar. Please 
register for this event online. 
Sincerely,

Patrice Murphy
Manchester Essex  
Conservation Trust

The Cricket publishes every letter it receives.  Letters should 
be original, no more than 400-600 words and written in 
a general spirit of discourse, signed and include an email/
phone and a valid address in case we have questions.  We 
may edit letters for clarity and accuracy.  We do not accept 
multiple letters on a single issue by the same author.  Longer 
pieces (up to 1,000 words) may be submitted for consider-
ation as an Op-Ed Commentary.  Please send submissions 
to letters@cricketpress.com.

1-866-476-0191
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning 
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home 
With LeafFilter.

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, 
AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 
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LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

Halloween Party
By Tom Kehoe

Halloween is fast ap-
proaching – are you 
ready to celebrate?

The pumpkins are appear-
ing all around the town and 
the houses are being decorat-

ed, telling all that Halloween 
is right around the corner.  
Be sure to make plans to at-
tend the Halloween Party 
at the Memorial School be-
tween 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  
on Thursday October 31st.  
Please enter the school at 

the gymnasium entrance 
(entrance closest to Summer 
Street). Look for signs direct-
ing you to the entrance. 

When you arrive at the 
party, sit down for a slice of 
pizza and a drink.  After see-
ing your friends, pick-up a 
goodie bag filled with trick-
or-treat goodies and then put 
on a Glow-in-the-Dark neck-
lace before leaving to con-

tinue to trick-or-treat around 
town.  “Be seen on Hallow-
een” is the safety motto for 
2024 and the necklaces will 
help to keep the children 
safe. The party is sponsored 
by the Halloween Commit-
tee.  Anyone who would like 
to make a donation to sup-
port the cost of the party is 
encouraged to send a do-
nation to Manchester Hal-
loween Committee, P. O. 
Box 1422, Manchester, MA. 
01944. If you are planning on 
attending the party, please 
consider bringing some cash 
or a check you can drop into 
the donation pumpkins to 
help defray the cost of the 
party. Hope to see you at the 
Memorial School on October 
31st.

Removals 
Pruning 

1 0RIA 
ree Service 

Spraying 
Fertilization 

Call us for a free evaluation
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS 

cicoriatree.com 
978-922-5500

* * *
Blessed are the 
happy-go-lucky 
girls and boys. 

~ Kurt Vonnegut -
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Cardboard Boat Regatta: Charmed at 15!

A throng of eager specta-
tors braved cold and 
“spitty” rains on Sun-

day for the 15th Annual Card-
board Boat Regatta behind 
Town Hall to cheer on home-
made cardboard racing boats 
with names like the “SS Gnar-
whal,” “Kiss My Grass,” and 
“Tipsy.”  

In the end, “Die Wurst” 
(Adrian Argento and Taylor 
Hwong) took First Place who 
finished in 46.52 seconds.  
Second and third place went 
to father-daughter Akshay 
Patel (“Cocktail,” 51.83) and 
Aashika Patel (“Mocktail,” 
54.04).  The Patels are re-
gatta veterans, and Akshay 
is a highly competitive, con-
sistent top performer.  This 
year, he learned his daugh-
ter, herself a veteran racer 
and now a teenager, is just 
as tough.  Aashika’s time 
this year made her 3rd place 
overall as well as 1st place 
in the youth category. Brian 
Sollosy won the “Catastro-
phe” award (a.k.a., “the big 
sinker”) as he gallantly swam 
his rig most of the way in sub-
optimal waters.  

The Hofeldt family (Bob, 
Kim, and Summer) and the 
rest of the Float or Die team 
that organizes this race every 

year rose to new heights of 
success.  

Kim’s reported highlights 
this year included the MBTS 
Fire Dept.’s rivalry with the 
Police Dept.; Evan Olsen’s 
boat, “Float or First Die 
Float” and its superhero-like 
engineering that enabled it to 
compete four years in a row 
(!); and Becci Sollosy win-
ning Best Design and “Crowd 

Favorite.”   (“Bluey” and the 
Fire Dept. came in a close 
second.)

Get the full list of winners at 
thecricket.com or on the Float 
or Die Facebook page.

CD Specials for your big plans

12-Month CD

%
APY4.00 *

6-Month CD

%
APY4.50 *

.com

Visit us in-branch or online to open an Account today!

START HERE.
Gloucester | Ipswich | Essex

978-283-8200

*Advertised annual percentage yields (APYs) accurate as of 09/21/2024. 6 month CD: Minimum balance of $2,500 to
open. 12-month CD: Minimum balance of $500 to open. Limited time offer; terms subject to change. Fees could reduce
earnings. On Certificate Accounts, a penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. All deposits are insured in full.

Member FDIC | Member DIF
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ME Golf Completes Stellar Regular 
Season, Readies for Postseason

By Jason Brisbois

This fall will be a hard 
one to top, even for 
a team that was itself 

hard to top during the 2024 
regular season.

The Manchester Essex golf 
team just completed one of 
its best seasons in recent 
memory, finishing up with a 
record of 12-2, just a hair be-
hind rival Hamilton-Wenham 
for the top spot overall in 

the Cape Ann League. In a 
season filled with highlights, 
the Hornets’ 176-162 win over 
Newburyport on October 9 is 
one of the most impressive. 
Every Manchester Essex golf-
er scored 24 points or better 

to earn a rare win over one of 
the better golf programs on 
the North Shore.

“That was our biggest point 
total in a long time,” explains 
golf coach Bill Melvin. “New-
buryport is a perennial Div. 

2 power, to knock them off is 
a real big deal for our team. 
They are always a good golf 
team, so for us to beat them 
we must be playing well at 
the right time.”

One day later, the Hornets 

finished the regular sea-
son with a 169-137 win over 
Georgetown. Jack Lawler 
scored 32 points, team cap-
tain Gray West scored 30 and 
Matt DeOreo finished with 29 
points.

“I’ll remember how this 
team continued to get better 
throughout the season and 
gained confidence,” explains 
Melvin. “They really stuck 
together when they went 
through a bit of adversity, re-
gained their composure and 
finished the season strong. 
They have lots to be proud 
of.”

Lawler, West and DeOreo 
were set to join team captain 
Jack McCavanaugh, Graham 
Lewis and Jake Zschau for the 
state sectional tournament 
in Stowe on October 15, the 
team’s first foray into post-
season play.

“Those are the six who 
are going to represent the 
Hornets based strictly on 
their scoring average for the 
season,” says Melvin. “All six 
are playing terrific right now. 
They have a chance to finish 
in the top three, and the top 
three advance to the divi-
sional state finals at Foxboro 
Country Club.”

After the sectional meet, 
Lawler and DeOreo will com-
pete on behalf of their team 
in the Cape Ann Cup on Oc-
tober 18. “They’re playing re-
ally well right now, and have 
just as good a chance as any 
of the other teams going,” 
says Melvin.

ME Cross Country Readies for Postseason Meets
By Jason Brisbois

The regular season is 
over for the Manches-
ter Essex cross country 

teams, and now comes the 
postseason push.

Both Hornet squads will 
compete in the Cape Ann 
League Championships at 
Wrentham Developmental 
Center on October 26, fol-
lowed by the MIAA State Di-
visional Meet in Fort Devens 
on November 9. If successful 
there, then the next step will 
be the State Championship at 
Fort Devens on November 16.

The girls’ team should be 
particularly encouraged for 
the postseason after finishing 
up with a winning record.

“The girls’ team with a 3-2 
record has had a good season 
so far,” explains Manchester 
Essex cross country coach 
Steve Whittey. “Sabine Coo-
per has been running well 
all season and hopes to make 
the All-Star team for CAL 
again this year. River Silva 
has improved greatly over 
last year and had a personal 
record (PR) at Twilight, and 
Kalin Bennett has been an 
awesome surprise as a fresh-
man running fourth on the 

team.  Whitney Turner And 
Hayden Remmington had 
season bests at Twilight.”

While the boys’ team 
hasn’t had quite the same 
level of success as a team, the 
Hornets have come close in a 
number of meets this season, 
including tight losses to Ips-
wich and Lynnfield to open 
the season.

“The boys’ team with a 1-4 
record are underrated,” says 
Whittey. “After losing the first 
two meets by one point, it 
was going to be tough to have 
a winning season. Hamilton 
Wenham has been dominat-
ing the CAL and Amesbury 
has a good team. 

Despite the overall regu-
lar season record, the boys’ 
team has seen some impres-
sive individual performances 
in 2024.

“Henry Stevens has been 
having a great year and has 
been competitive in every 
meet,” says Whittey. “Lyall 
Cunningham has been a solid 
second run and just ran a PR 
at the Cape Cod Twilight Invi-
tational.  Gus Hall and Isaiah 
Nicastro have contributed 
greatly as freshmen.

Another encouraging de-
velopment for the Hornets is 

that reinforcements could be 
on the way just in time for the 
postseason meets.

“Getting a solid fifth run-

ner will be key in the cham-
pionships we have going 
forward,” explains Whittey. 
“Senior tri-captain Henry 

Chadbourne has been injured 
most of the season but is now 
healthy and ran a PR at Twi-
light. Matt Ala and James Aloi 

have both performed well 
as fifth runners in different 
races and also both had PRs 
at Twilight.”

Hornets Nest

Girls Soccer
Manchester Essex Girls’ 

Varsity soccer competed in 
an away game against Lyn-
nfield High School on Tues-

day the 8th with the result 
of a 5-1 loss.  Lynnfield had 
three goals in the first half 
with Manchester Essex’s 
only goal coming in the sec-

ond half from a speedy Meg 
Hurd breakaway.  Unfortu-
nately, it was not enough to 
put a halt to the Lynnfield of-
fense, which generated over 
20 shots on net.  Madi Cook 
had 16 saves for the Hornets 
in net. 

Field Hockey
Field Hockey has had a busy 
week this week!  On Monday, 
we tied Essex Tech 1-1.  Maya 
Frangioso scored the lone 
goal.  Despite leading most 
of the game, we weren’t able 
to put one more in the back 
of the net to edge out a win.  
Against Triton on Wednes-
day, we won 4-1.  Abby Kent 
earned her first hattrick of 
the season!  Kiernan Day’s 
quick stick put the first goal 
in the net early on in the 
game.  We’re excited to face 
a strong Sandwich team 
tonight at 4 p.m.  Overall, 
we’ve ranked 4th in the D4 
MIAA Power rankings and 1st 
in the CAL Baker standings. 
We’re looking forward to 
improving over the next two 
weeks, cleaning up our play 
and showing up to games 
with lots of energy and ef-
fort.  Shout out to junior 
Abby Kent for being ranked 
top scorer by the Salem 
News!

Golf

The Hornets golf team fin-
ishes the season at 12-2 with 
a couple of wins against two 
solid Division 2 opponents, 
Newburyport and George-
town. In the Newburyport 
match, Jack Lawler scored an 
impressive 34 points, while 
Captain Gray West carded 
30 points, and Jake Zschau 
and Matt DeOreo scored 29 
in the 176-162 victory. The 
following day, the Hornets 
closed out the season with a 
169-137 win over the Royals 
of Georgetown.  Jack Lawler 
had 32 points, Captain Gray 
West had 30 and Matt DeO-
reo carded 29 points in the 
victory. Tomorrow (October 
15), the Hornets travel to 
Stow Country Club to play in 
the Division 3 North Section-
al tournament.  A top 3 finish 
in the sectional will put the 
Hornets in the state finals 
next Monday at Foxborough 
CC.

CROSS COUNTRY
Manchester-Essex Cross 

Country finished their regu-
lar season against Amesbury.  
Celebrating our 6 seniors’ 
last home meet were Sabine 
Cooper, Whitney Turner, 
Hayden Remmington, Libby 
McKinnon, Henry Stevens 
and Henry Chadbourne.  

800-736-4929
ScottEnergyCo.com

ScottEnergy Community Bulletin Board

This ad space has been purchased by the ScottEnergy Company  
and is offered free of charge to local non-profits 501(c)(3) and  

public organizations. Call the Manchester Cricket at 978-526-7171  
to reserve this space for your group.

Supporting Our Community Since 1946

Advancing to the state finals!  It’s Hornets Varsity Golf, under the able coaching of Bill Melvin.  From left, Jake Zschau, Jack Lawler, Graham Lewis, Capt. Jack McCavanagh, 
Capt. Gray West, Matt Graeter, Matt DeOreo, and Connor Dickson.� Courtesy Photo

Team Update
As of Wednesday morn-
ing, the Hornets advance 
to the State Finals by fin-
ishing 3rd in the D3 Sec-
tional at Stow Acres! Gray 
West leads us to victory 
with a medal tying round 
of 75.

The ME cross country team met their opponents, Amesbury on Senior Day at Ravenswood Park in Gloucester.  From left, the senior runners 
are Henry Stevens, Henry Chadbourne, Libby McKinnon, Sabine Cooper, Whitney Turner and Hayden Remington. � Photo Paul Clark

Ella Arntsen and keeper Madi Cook guard the Hornets goal in 
Mondays’ home game against Marblehead.  ME took the loss 0-2 
and are 5-5-2 at this point in the season.  Next, they are scheduled 
to play Rockport Tuesday the 15th. � Photo Paul Clark

...(Continued on page 7)
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Children at Story Hour enjoy meeting baby chicks. (Courtesy 
Photo)

Library open Saturdays
The library will be open Saturdays from 10 a.m.-12 noon.

Storytime with Jackson
Wednesday, October 30 at 6 p.m.  Hear stories, eat cake and 
meet Jackson in his Halloween costume, feel free to wear 
yours.

Haunted Lighthouses of New England (Virtual)
Monday, October 28 at 7 p.m.  with Jeremy D’Entremont, 
President and Historian of the American Lighthouse Foun-
dation.

Pet Loss Grief Support
Monday, October 28 at 7 p.m.  Join certified Pet Loss Grief 
Support Specialist Maria Andrews, to find validation and 
support as you grieve, or anticipate, the loss of a pet.  No 
registration required.  Feel free to bring photos or memen-
tos of your loved one.

New Museum Pass
Check out a pass for access to Historic New England proper-
ties.  You and a guest can choose from 38 exceptional muse-
ums and landscapes to visit at no cost.

Community Book Group
Monday, October 28 at 10 a.m.  Come by for a discussion of 
“The Heiress” by Rachel Hawkins.

Regional Social Worker
Wednesdays, 9 a.m.-12 noon in the first-floor meeting room.  
Free, private, and confidential, learn about resources, gain 
strategies and skill to assist in stress reduction and manage-
ment.  No appointment necessary.

Messy Glue Ghosts
Thursday, October 24 at 4 p.m. for teens, grades 6-12. Join us 
to make your very own ghost.

Spooky Bones & Creepy Crawlies
Tuesday, October 29 at 4 p.m. for age 5-11.  Meet Professor 
Bugman and explore real bones and skeletons from endemic 
Massachusetts animals, or hold and pet some of the biggest 
bugs you’ve ever seen.

Birthday Storytime with Jackson
Wednesday, October 30 at 6 p.m.  Hear stories, eat cake and 
meet Jackson in his Halloween costume, feel free to wear 
yours.

STEAM & Stories
Mondays at 9 a.m. for ages 2-6 years with their adult, join 
Ms. Christine to listen to stories, then explore science, tech-
nology, engineering, art and math.

Story Hour
Weekly Story Hour begins September 25, at 9 a.m. for chil-
dren ages 0-2. Weekly Story Hour begins September 25, at 
10 a.m. for ages 3-5.

Town Administrator’s Report
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting 
of October 7, 2024
Report covers from September 
21, 2024 to October 4, 2024

Continued Review of Fall 
Town Meeting Warrant
The TA has revised the draft 
Fall Town Meeting War-
rant in accordance with the 
Board’s guidance from the 
last meeting.  The Planning 
Board has developed its first 
draft of proposed articles 
concerning definitions, per-
mitted uses, and zoning dis-
tricts as well.  The Board will 
consider the signature of the 
warrant at its next meeting.

Floodplain Bylaw Revi-
sion Webinar
The Building Inspector and 
TA participated in the sub-
ject webinar on Septem-
ber 26, 2024.  The Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) is revising 
flood maps for our area that 
will become effective in mid-
2025 and the Town’s flood-
plain overlay district bylaw 
will need to be revised at the 
Annual Town Meeting in May 
of 2025.  The webinar cov-
ered the process and time-
line for changes and per-
sonnel at the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation 
& Recreation (DCR) will as-
sist the Town in developing 
a revised draft of the Town’s 
bylaw that will conform to 
FEMA’s new requirements 
and revised map numbers.

Open Space Residential 
Development Proposal 
Meeting
The Board and TA attended 
the subject meeting, hosted 
by the Planning Board, on 
October 2, 2024.  The Town 
has an Open Space Residen-
tial Development (OSRD) 

bylaw that allows a property 
owner to reduce lot sizes 
(translating to more lots as 
compared to a standard sub-
division), and leaving large 
areas of open space intact.  
The bylaw has been in place 
for many years but no prop-
erty owner has ever taken 
advantage of it, until now.  
The Planning Board took 
comments and questions 
officially from the Conserva-
tion Commission, Depart-
ment of Public Works, Board 
of Health, and Open Space 
Commission and allowed 
others in attendance to also 
provide input.  The appli-
cant will continue to work 
with the Planning Board and 
will produce a Preliminary 
Subdivision Plan and a De-
finitive Subdivision Plan over 
time.  The Planning Board 
will have the OSRD subdivi-
sion proposal reviewed by a 
private consultant at the ap-
plicant’s expense.

Intermunicipal Agmt. for 
Eastern Essex Regional 
Public Health Coalition
At the last meeting, the 
Board voted to consent to 
joint representation of sev-
eral communities represent-
ed by KP Law with respect 
to the review of the subject 

intermunicipal agreement 
(IMA).  KP Law completed 
its review of the proposed 
document and a final ver-
sion has been developed for 
consideration by the board 
of selectmen in each of the 
participating communities.  
Final approval of the IMA 
is pending approval by the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health (DPH) since 
DPH provides the funding 
for the Coalition’s services.

Quarterly Review of Ex-
ecutive Session Minutes
Chairman Pereen has con-
ducted her quarterly review 
of the Board’s unreleased ex-
ecutive session minutes and 
has not identified any new 
minutes suitable for release.

Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Causeway 
Study Update
At the last meeting, the 
Board discussed a draft 
scope of work developed by 
the Central Transportation 
Planning Staff (CTPS) of the 
Boston Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (MPO) for 
a study of how future sea lev-
el rise and increased stormi-
ness will make flooding of 
the causeway more frequent 
in the future.  The MPO is in 

the process of formalizing 
the scope of work into a stan-
dardized and more detailed 
format and we expect to see 
that in the coming weeks.  
We remain hopeful that MPO 
will fund the scope of work 
using Federal money once it 
has been produced.

Great Marsh Barriers 
Restoration Project Grant 
Proposal Update
As the Board may recall, the 
Town is a partner in a grant 
proposal that was hoped to 
eventually be evaluated by 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) as part of NOAA’s 
Coastal Zone Management 
Habitat Protection and Res-
toration Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law Competition.  
The Massachusetts Office of 
Coastal Zone Management 
(CZM) is the lead applicant 
for this proposed project 
and submitted a Letter of In-
tent that included input from 
all project partners includ-
ing the Ipswich River Water-
shed Association (IRWA) and 
Essex, Ipswich, and Glouces-
ter.  NOAA has announced 
that the Letter of Intent that 
was submitted has been rec-
ommended by NOAA review-
ers for the development of a 
full proposal. Importantly, if 
funded, the project contains 
a component facilitating di-
rect coordination of a state 
highway stream crossing 
(Castle Neck River) between 
CZM and MA DOT, calling 
specific attention to the need 
to plan for sea level rise at 
the State transportation 
level.
This report is available at 
www.essexma.org on the 
morning after any regularly 
scheduled Essex Board of Se-
lectmen’s Meeting.

ESSEX POLICE NOTES 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 7
7:37 a.m.  John Wise Ave., citizen assist, other.
12:31 p.m.  Spring St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
3:11 p.m.  Martin St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
8:55 p.m.  Route 128NB, directed patrol, secured/checked.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8
 5:59 a.m.  Main St., selective enforcement, secured/checked.
12:15 p.m.  Martin St., directed patrol, secured/checked.
4:36 p.m.  John Wise Ave., selective enforcement, secured/
checked. 7:09 p.m.  Eastern Ave., suspicious activity, se-
cured/checked.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9
6:19 a.m.  Southern Ave., selective enforcement, secured/
checked. 1:05 p.m.  Centennial Grove Rd., directed patrol, 
secured/checked. 4:00 p.m.  John Wise Ave., citizen assist, 
assisted as needed. 8:56 p.m.  Martin St., directed patrol, no 
action taken.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10
6:28 a.m.  Eastern Ave., selective enforcement, no action 
taken. 2:05 p.m.  John Wise Ave., theft, assisted as needed.
6:23 p.m.  Southern Ave., disabled motor vehicle, assisted as 
needed. 8:50 p.m.  Centennial Grove Rd., suspicious activity, 
spoken to.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11
7:11 a.m.  Main St., selective enforcement, assisted as need-
ed. 10:25 a.m.  Conomo Point Rd., directed patrol, secured/
checked. 2:05 p.m.  John Wise Ave., erratic operator, spoken 
to. 7:27 p.m.  Conomo Point Rd., suspicious activity, citation 
issued.

CAPE ANN
INSURANCE 
AGENCY
A division of Salem Five Insurance Services

978.283.7757  •  23 Dale Ave, Gloucester, MA

Home  •  Renters  •  Auto
Business  •  Life Insurance
Workers’ Compensation

Insurance products offered through Salem Five Insurance Services, LLC. Insurance products are not 
FDIC insured, not bank guaranteed, not a deposit and not insured by any federal government agency

ESSEX SENIOR LIVING | Oct 16
The Essex Council on 
Aging (COA) offers a 
variety of events and 
trips for seniors.  For 
further information 
or to sign up for an 
event, please call the 
Essex COA Office at 
978-768-7932 or visit 
the Senior Center at 17 
Pickering Street.

RECURRING EVENTS

Groove (Video), Mondays, 
9:30 a.m.:  Get your danc-
ing shoes on and join this 
fun, energetic dance class!  
Video, no instructor.  $5 do-

nation suggested.

Arts & Crafts: Tuesdays, 
1-3 p.m.: Are you art-
sy?  Do you love to paint, 
knit, crochet, or sew? Do 
you like creating different  
projects?  Join us with your 
own project or help with 
making items for the Friends 
Boutique.

Balance in Motion, Tues-
days, and Fridays, 10 a.m.:  
$5 Donation requested.

Fitness Fun with Gil: 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.:  Start 
your day then with Gil and 
focus on strength, stamina, 
and stretching... energize 
yourself and leave feeling 
good!  $5 Donation suggest-
ed.

Technology Assistance, 
Wednesdays 1-3 p.m.:  Do 
you have questions about 
your computer, tablet, 
phone, or other technologi-
cal challenges?  Our Tech ge-
nius can help!

Ga.m.es with Gil at the Se-
nior Center: Wednesdays 
1-3 p.m.:  ALL AGES WEL-
COME, come play BOARD 
ga.m.es or Scrabble, Boggle, 
Cribbage, Backgammon, 
join us or bring a friend and 
come play ANYTIME!

Walking Club: FREE, 
Pass Required* Mondays, 
Wednesdays & Fridays, 
9:30-11:30 a.m.:  Passes 
available for the Gordon 
College Bennett Center in-

door walking track! *Con-
tact Hamilton-Wenham 
Recreation at 978-468-2178 
to register. Transportation 
is available from CATA (978-
283-7916).

Grab and Go Meals, Mon-
days & Thursdays, 12 noon 
(must be picked up by 
12:30 p.m.): Monday meals 
provided by Open Door, 
Thursday meals provided 
by Senior Care. Please regis-
ter two business days in ad-
vance – 978-768-7932.

MONTHLY EVENTS

In addition to our recurring 
weekly and monthly events, 
we host numerous exciting 
events every month, all of 
which are highlighted in our 
monthly newsletter and cal-
endar, as well as on the Essex 
COA Webpage. 

The girls lost 35-21 with Sa-
bine Cooper finishing a close 
second place.  The boys lost 
32-25.  Henry Stevens ran a 
personal best 17:10 for second 
place behind Amesbury’s 
Josiah Fugate who set a new 
course record of 16:46. 

On Saturday the teams 
competed in the Cape Cod 
Twilight Invitational.  Every 
runner who completed one 
of the races we had runners 
in either ran a Personal Re-
cord (PR) or a Season Best 
(SB).  

...(Continued fom page 6)

On Wednesday 
October 9th, 
the Hornets 

golf team met 
Newburyport 

at the Essex 
County Club.  

ME took the 
match 176-162.  

Pictured here 
with their 

folks are from 
left to right; 

Ian Campbell, 
Jack Lawler, 

Robbie 
McLaughlin, 

Henry 
Swerdloff 

and Matthew 
Graeter.  

�  
Photo Paul Clark
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A Quiet Transition and a New Chapter: 
Molisse Realty to William Raveis

By Erika Brown

Almost a year ago, a sub-
tle change took place 
on Central Street in 

Manchester.  Molisse Realty 
Group, a familiar name in lo-
cal real estate, began operat-
ing under a new set of signs 
bearing the name “William 
Raveis Real Estate.”  

Unlike other acquisitions, 
there were no grand an-
nouncements or celebra-
tions.  It was a quiet change.  
By design.

William Raveis Real Estate 
(pronounced “RAVE-is”), a 
family-founded and family-
run firm, has been a promi-
nent player in the real estate 
industry for nearly 50 years, 
but it’s remained under the 
radar on Cape Ann.  Not else-
where.  Originating from Fair-
field, Connecticut, the com-
pany operates across nine 
states, including Massachu-
setts, and continues to be led 
by its founder, William Raveis 
himself, and his two sons.

Holding Out for the Right 
Fit 
The acquisition of Molisse 
Realty by William Raveis was 
not a rushed decision.  Brian 
Molisse spent more than two 
decades building his epony-
mous business.  Starting from 
a single office in Hanover, 
Ma., Molisse expanded to five 
locations, including the Man-
chester office, which opened 
eight years ago.

Brian was a hands-on man-
ager, known for his commit-
ment to the community and 
his team.  His focus was on 
steady, incremental growth, 
reinvesting in his business 
and maintaining a stable 
team of agents.  It was a tight 
office with a real local feel, 
and it stayed that way, even 
after the team moved in 2021 
to a larger, renovated office 
on Central Street.

As Cape Ann’s real estate 
star rose, Molisse began re-
ceiving offers to sell his busi-
ness.  Despite tempting bids 
from larger, global firms with 
big resources, he held out, 
seeking a partner with the 
right cultural fit and values 
he had established.  When he 
met with William Raveis and 
his sons in 2023, he found the 
perfect match.  By the end of 
that year, the sale was final-
ized.

Brian Molisse’s decision to 
partner with William Raveis 
was driven by more than just 
financial considerations.  The 
family-run nature of the firm, 
along with its integrated ser-
vices, made it an attractive 
choice. 

“Brian had opportunities, 
but it never felt like the right 
fit,” said Margaret.  “This one 

did, and it shows. We’re still 
here, and we’re still focused 
on serving our community.”

Despite the change in own-
ership, familiar faces at the 
Manchester office remain.  
Agents like Margaret Maher 
Sheehan and Jessica Tully, 
who were there from the 
beginning of Molisse, made 
the jump to William Raveis.  
There’s also Vicki Lauber 
and Shelley Delaney, both 
longtime local agents.  And 
there are new faces such as 
Kelly Schmidt from Wenham, 
and Camille Nagle Murphy 
of Magnolia, who moved 
to Cape Ann from Boston’s 
western suburbs during Co-
vid, who add to the blend 
of experience and fresh per-
spectives.

“We wanted to ensure that 
our agents and clients would 
be in good hands,” said Jes-
sica Tully.  “With William 
Raveis, we have the resources 
of a larger firm without losing 
the personal touch that’s so 
important in real estate.”

For Margaret, who has 

been with the Manchester 
office since its inception, 
William Raveis represents 
an opportunity to grow 
while maintaining the local 
feel that clients have come 
to trust.  And for agents like 
Camille Nagle Murphy, who 
relocated to Cape Ann during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, join-
ing William Raveis felt like 
a natural progression.  She 
worked with the firm’s Lex-
ington office before moving 
to Cape Ann and jumped at 
the chance to reconnect with 
a company she respected. 

“Real estate is about help-
ing people navigate one of 
the biggest decisions of their 
lives,” said Murphy.  “Here, 
I can do that in a way that 
feels supportive and client 
focused.”

For everyone, the operat-
ing ethos of their new owner 
is familiar.  But there are 
marked differences as well 
that are welcome.  

For instance, William 
Raveis regional managers, 
like Deb Payson who oversees 

the company’s Marblehead, 
Reading, and Manchester lo-
cations, are prohibited from 
selling real estate.  This poli-
cy removed internal competi-
tion, said Payson, and fosters 
a collaborative environment.

“It’s a smart approach.  
We focus on supporting our 
agents and ensuring they 
have the tools they need,” 
said Payson.  “It’s a unique 
setup, and it works well be-
cause it allows our team to 
focus on what matters most: 
serving clients.”

And because of its his-
tory and deep pockets, the 
company is able to offer ex-
pansive services that com-
plement real estate sales, 
like offering mortgages, or 
insurance products that 
make transactions smoother.  
There’s also its affiliation 
with Luxury Portfolio Inter-
national, which allows Wil-
liam Raveis clients to tap a 
network of more than 200 
luxury brokerages global ex-
posure, particularly for high-
end properties.  

Looking Ahead
As the Manchester office ap-
proaches its one-year anni-
versary under the William 
Raveis banner, there is a sense 
of continuity and growth.  
The office remains next to J. 
McLaughlin and Style Snoop 
on Central Street, and the 
team continues to serve lo-
cal clients with the same care 
they have always shown.

Margaret Mayer Sheehan 
notes that the rental market 
remains tight, with high de-
mand and limited supply. 
This trend has given her in-
sights into broader market 
movements. “From the rental 
market, I get a sense of when 
people are moving, down-
sizing, or just transitioning 
in general,” she explained. 
“That knowledge helps me 
understand what’s going on 
in the sales market.”

While the day-to-day oper-
ations may not have changed 
significantly for locals, the 
partnership with William 
Raveis brings new opportu-
nities.  A big area lies in the 

firm’s technological tools, 
and that’s something Molisse 
couldn’t replicate.  The Raveis 
“Purchase App,” for instance, 
allows clients to manage real 
estate, mortgage, and insur-
ance needs if they’re needed, 
in one place.  It’s a tech-savvy 
approach that would have 
been out of reach for a small, 
independent brokerage.

The transition from 
Molisse Realty to William 
Raveis Real Estate reflects a 
broader trend in the real es-
tate industry, where local ex-
pertise meets the resources 
of a larger network. For Cape 
Ann residents, it means more 
options, more services, and 
the same familiar faces guid-
ing them through buying or 
selling their homes.

As William Raveis cel-
ebrates its 50th anniversary, 
the company’s expansion 
into markets like Cape Ann 
signifies its commitment to 
growth while staying true to 
its business roots.  For Brian 
Molisse and his team, it’s the 
start of a new chapter, one 
that promises continued suc-
cess and community engage-
ment.

To add a kicker to the story 
of one company purchasing 
another, there’s the fact that 
Brian Molisse was asked by 
the Raveis family to remain, 
not as a consultant assuring 
a smooth transition, but as a 
permanent regional manager 
overseeing two of his former 
offices on Boston’s South 
Shore as well as a third loca-
tion, William Raveis in Hing-
ham.  That’s highly unusual 
in acquisitions where former 
owners step away, and it 
speaks to the mutual align-
ment of goals between the 
two companies.

Maybe that’s why, in an 
industry where change can 
be marked by disruption, 
the transition from Molisse 
Realty to William Raveis has 
been decidedly smooth.  Dif-
ferent, and yet for locals, 
pretty familiar.  And that’s a 
good thing.

Members of the Manchester William Raveis team.  From left, Camille Nagle Murphy, Margaret Maher Sheahan, Jessica Tully, Deb Payson, 
and Tracy Aguila-Ramos. � Photo: Kris McGinn

A year into 
new ownership 

shows a lot. 
For everyone, 
the operating 
ethos of their 
new owner is 
familiar.  But 

there are marked 
differences as 
well that are 

welcome.

Two Hopkinsons, Making 
Their Way

By Erika Brown

The Cape Ann Museum 
has begun the pains-
taking process of pack-

ing up its original downtown 
campus on Pleasant Street to 
make way for an historic, $18 
million modernization and 
renovation that will begin in 

December.  During the reno-
vation, the museum will op-
erate from its Museum Green 
Campus.

On Tuesday, a cherished 

item in the museum’s perma-
nent collection, “Three Danc-
ing Girls” by Manchester 
painter Charles Hopkinson 
was packed up and readied 
for its own renovation.  The 
oversized oil painting has 
been prominently hung at 
the top landing of the muse-
um’s main stairs.  Earlier this 
year CAM announced it had 
purchased the piece, which 
had been on loan to the mu-
seum since 1997.  

Now, before placing the 
painting into storage, Three 
Dancing Girls will be shipped 
to a restoration house for ex-
pert care.

  “For the Hopkinson, in 
addition to removing some 
regular surface grime, the 

treatment will importantly 
address some active paint 
flaking, as notable canvas 
distortions indicate that 
structural treatment of the 
painting is warranted at this 
time.   This is a multi-phased 
series of treatments includ-
ing unframing the work and 
documenting its current con-
dition. By then securing and 
stabilizing loose and flaking 
paint with an appropriate 
adhesive work will then be 
focused on removing surface 
dust and accretions,” said 
Oliver Barker, CAM direc-
tor.   “The work will eventual-
ly be given a new stretcher to 
better support the painting in 
preparation for returning it 
to the newly revitalized CAM 

Galleries in spring 2026.”
Hopkinson was a prolific 

20th Century portrait painter 
who worked with John Singer 
Sargent, among many others.  
He graduated from Harvard, 
then went on to attend the 
Art Students League in New 
York and the Académie Julian 
in Paris.  He became a highly 
successful portrait artist, 
completing over 350 com-
missioned portraits between 
1920 and 1950.

After years of international 
travel, Hopkinson returned 
home and married his sec-
ond wife, Elinor Curtis.  He 
spent his summers work-
ing from the Curtis estate, 

(978) 775-2953

Floor Repair & Maintenance, Doors & 
Windows Service, Gutters, Painting 

Services, Fencing Repairs & Maintenance, 
Carpentry, Drywall, and more!

(978) 526-4000

WE OFFER 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES!

DID YOU KNOW?

MANCHESTER ACE HARDWARE
WINER BROS INC. SALEM

• MAX HOULE
WWW.ACEHANDYMANSERVICES.COM

On Tuesday, the Cape Ann Museum packed up “Three Dancing Girls,” by Manchester’s Charles 
Hopkinson as it empties its Pleasant Street home to make way for an $18 million renovation.  Here, 
Assistant Curator Leon Doucette and Jennifer Hale carefully remove the work from the wall to be 
prepared for shipping. � Photo Paul Clark

...(Continued on page 9)
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Cape Ann 
Symphony 
Musicians 
Unleashed 
Concert Series 
Cape Ann Symphony 

proudly announces the 
opening of the 2024/25 

Musicians Unleashed Con-
cert Series with Bluegrass 
and Beyond, on Saturday, 
October 26, 2024 at 3 p.m. 
at The Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 10 Church Street, 
Gloucester.  The ticket price 
for Bluegrass and Beyond is 
$40 for adults.  Call CAS at 
978-281-0543 or go to www.
capeannsymphony.org to 
purchase tickets.  Premier-
ing in 2019, the Cape Ann 
Symphony’s Musicians Un-
leashed programs are small 
intimate chamber concerts 
performed by members of 
the Cape Ann Symphony at 
unique performance venues 
on Cape Ann.  Musicians 
Unleashed concerts have be-
come a wonderfully popular 
series with an overwhelm-
ingly enthusiastic audience 
response. “The Musicians 
Unleashed Series gives our 
musicians and our audience 
members an opportunity to 
connect in a more relaxed 
intimate setting, “ points out 
CAS Board President John 
Todd, “Bluegrass and Be-
yond is a terrific start to the 
concert series!  The lively 
afternoon features a wide 
range of music and show-
cases not only instrumental 
skills but vocals.  The musi-
cians will all be singing and 
playing fiddle, bass and gui-
tar!”

Bluegrass and Beyond is 
an intriguing blend of Ameri-
can and international Blue-
grass, country and folk music 
played and sung using violin, 
guitar and bass instruments.  
This afternoon of fiddle, gui-
tar and bass as well as vocals 

features CAS Concert Master 
Scott Moore, fiddle, vocals; 
Erica Pisaturo, fiddle, vocals; 
George Clements, guitar, vo-
cals; Charles Clements, bass, 
vocals playing a program of 
creative and varied composi-
tions. The performance takes 
place Saturday, October 26 at 
3 p.m. at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church, 10 Church 
Street, Gloucester.  Ticket 
prices for Bluegrass And Be-
yond are $40 for Adults.  

Info  and tickets at capeann-
symphony.org. 

“Sharksmouth.”  Painting 
by the ocean, he often used 
family members and the 
picturesque surrounding 
landscape as inspiration for 
his oils and watercolors.  
Completed in 1915, Three 
Dancing Girls captures three 
of his daughters, Harriot, 
Mary, and Elinor, dancing on 
the lawn of the Manchester 
homestead.

Meanwhile, at the Lenox 
Hotel in Boston this past Sun-
day afternoon, Vose Galler-
ies and Barridoff’s American 
Fine Art Auction featured 
a smaller version of Three 
Dancing Girls at its auction 
alongside works by distin-
guished American artists, 
including Winslow Homer, 
William Trost Richards, 
Jane Peterson, Alex Katz, 
Wolf Kahn, and many more.  
Called “Three Dancing Girls 
(Ladies Chain),” Lot 14 was 
a smaller version (23” by 
25.75” completed on a wood 
panel) that Hopkinson com-
pleted before moving to com-
plete his final piece.  After a 

fierce and exciting battle of 
bids, it was taken home by a 
local Cape Ann collector, the 
highlight of the auction with 
the afternoon’s highest ham-
mer price.

So nice to know the paint-
ing will stay close to its home 
on Cape Ann.

“Musicians 
Unleashed” 

has become a 
wonderfully 

popular program 
from Cape Ann 

Symphony, 
and it gives 

locals a pared-
down format in 

suprising venues. 

The Bluegrass and Beyond concert features Charles Clements, bass, 
Concert Master Scott Moore, fiddle, George Clements, guitar, and 
Erica Pisaturo, fiddle. � Courtesy Photo

Women’s Fund of Essex County Receives 
HAWC’s 2024 Community Partner Award

The Women’s Fund was 
selected for its dedica-
tion to fostering a safe 

and supportive environment
October is Domestic Vio-

lence Awareness Month, and 
HAWC (“Healing Abuse Work-
ing for Change” kicked it off 
on October 3 with its annual 
Breakfast to Heal.  During the 
event, HAWC Executive Di-
rector Sara Stanley present-
ed their Community Partner 
Award to Beverly, MA-based 

The Women’s Fund of Essex 
County. 

The award recognizes an 
organization whose excep-
tional dedication and impact 
have significantly advanced 
the cause of ending abuse 
and supporting survivors in 
the community.

Stanley said that Women's 
Fund of Essex County and its 
Co-Chairs Trish Moore and 
Wendy Roworth have, "dem-
onstrated unwavering com-

mitment, remarkable leader-
ship, and tangible results in 
fostering a safer and more 
supportive environment for 
all." The Women’s Fund of 
Essex County connects the 
community – individuals, 
businesses, foundations and 
others – to local non-profits 
who support the well-being 

and achievement of women 
and girls. Over the past 20 
years, The Women’s Fund 
has provided $3.2 million in 
grants to more than 150 orga-
nizations across Essex Coun-
ty. Moore said, “This award is 
not for us, but for all the do-
nors who help the Women’s 
Fund complete its mission 
to provide financial support 
Essex County nonprofits that 
improve the lives of women 
and girls. HAWC plays a vital 
role in these efforts and The 
Women’s Fund is happy to 
support their work. We are 
overjoyed and humbled at 
receiving their Community 
Partner Award.”

HAWC provides services 
to survivors of domestic 
abuse residing in 23 cities 
and towns on Massachusetts’ 
North Shore in order that 
they may make informed, 
independent decisions about 
their futures.

The Women’s Fund of Es-
sex County will be celebrat-
ing its 2024 Grantees on 
Thursday, October 17 at its 
Grantee Celebration Break-
fast, in Danvers at Danvers-
port, from 7:30-9 a.m. 

At the HAWC “Working to Heal” awards breakfast. From left, Helisa Castillo, PhD, AWC Board 
President, Trish Moore, Co-President, The Women’s Fund of Essex County, Wendy Roworth,  
Co-President, The Women’s Fund of Essex County, and Sara Stanley, Executive Director, HAWC.   
� (Courtesy image)

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human 
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or Department 
of Public Works for information on where to safely dispose 
of these items.

SPONSORED BY

www.manchestervet.com

Comprehensive Veterinary 
Medical, Surgical and Dental Care

Larry A. Lamb,DVM
Office: 

978-526-9500
Urgent Care: 
978-500-6208

66 Summer Street
Manchester-By-The-Sea

MA 01944

...(Continued on page 8)

Vose catalog for its auction in 
Boston on Sunday prominently 
featured a smaller “study 
painting” by Hopkinson, who 
prepared for the large, final 
painting in 1915.  It brought a 
record price. �  
� Photo: Erika Brown

* * *
We must learn to live together as 

brothers or perish together as fools.  
~ Ronald Reagan-
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SudokuPuzzlePuzzle
THEME: WORLD SERIES

ACROSS
1. End of WW2 conference location
6. No longer is
9. Cake with rum
13. *____ Asinoff, author of “Eight 
Men Out”
14. Invoice qty.
15. Fox crime drama, 2005-2017
16. *Baseball player’s representative
17. Pastrami’s partner
18. With irregular edge
19. *Last year’s World Series win-
ners
21. *Brave contender
23. Certain tray content
24. Fail to mention
25. Nocturnal flyer
28. Team homophone
30. *Last year’s MVP Corey ____
35. Iranian monarch
37. Proactiv target
39. “Superman” star
40. Head of family
41. Button-up or button-down
43. Singles
44. Graduates
46. Symphony member
47. *Number in a baseball lineup
48. Say again
50. Brezhnev’s country
52. PST plus three
53. Mouth off
55. Brewed beverage
57. *Fall ____
61. *Two-time World Series MVP 
winner in 1970s
65. Two under on one hole in golf
66. Brewed alcoholic beverage
68. Grind down
69. #72 Across, in the olden days
70. *2003 World Series winner or 
Marvel leader, Stan
71. Plural of #62 Down

72. Eject
73. ____ excellence
74. Noise of contempt
DOWN
1. 1984, e.g.
2. Pond plant
3. Right to a property
4. Polynesian kingdom
5. Affirm to be true
6. TV’s “Storage ____”
7. Comedian Schumer
8. Iron setting

9. Bora ____
10. Any day now, formerly
11. Superlative of better
12. Not in port
15. Loud singer
20. Actress ____ Perlman, pl.
22. ____ the season!
24. Double-decker
25. Wilde of “The Picture of Dorian 
Gray” fame
26. Blue or gray swimmer
27. Drink like a cat (2 words)

29. Reply from a tunnel
31. Eon, alt. sp.
32. Robin Williams in “Aladdin”
33. 0 and 2, e.g.
34. Set to zero
36. *Touch to score
38. Son of Aphrodite
42. T in Ferrari TR
45. Uses #53 Across
49. ____ Chi
51. Break for Congress

54. Dandruff manufacturer
56. Ohio city
57. ____pit
58. Nordic native
59. Malaria symptom
60. A whole bunch
61. Crowd’s derision
62. Performer’s time to shine
63. Aroma
64. Egg holder
67. Grazing field

Solutions on Page 11

Religious Notes 
First Universalist Church of 
Essex
59 Main St, Essex, MA
Sunday services 10 a.m. & Coffee 
hour after service
Visit our website for more events & 
info: https://www.uuessex.org/
Cornerstone Church

We gather for worship each Sunday 
at 10 a.m. and welcome you to join 
us for a time of studying the scrip-
tures and praising the Lord.  Other 
ministry updates and details can 
be found on our website, www.
CornerstoneNorthShore.org.  If you 
have any special needs or concerns, 
please let us know!  We’re here to 

serve!
Visitation Parish – Mass Sched-
ule
The Visitation Parish Mass Sched-
ule:
Sacred Heart Church – Saturday 
Vigil Mass – Virtual Mass – on our 
YouTube as well as www.mecatho-
lic.org
Sunday Mass-8:30 a.m.
St. John the Baptist Church – Sat-
urday Vigil Mass-5 p.m.

Sunday Mass-10 a.m.
Please go to our website:  www.
mecatholic.org for Sacramental In-
formation as well as Parish Registra-
tion if you are new to town or look-
ing to join a Catholic Church.  
The Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary Greek Orthodox Church 
8 Lafayette Road,
Ipswich Mass.
Church services, with Father Chris-
topher Kolentsas, are held each 

Sunday.  
Sunday’s Divine Liturgy, with Fa-
ther Christopher, starts at 9 a.m. fol-
lowed by a weekly sermon.  All are 
welcome to attend.
First Parish Church
First Parish Church Manchester-by-
the-Sea – a lovely place to start your 
week, join us for a moving message, 
beautiful music and community in 
the center of town -

...(Continued on page 11)

CHURCHILL PROPERTIES
266 Cabot St, Unit 7, Beverly  |  169 Bay Rd, Hamilton |  49 Union St, Manchester  

230 North St, Unit 2, Danvers  |  127 Eastern Ave, Gloucester  |  1 Merrimac St, Suite 6, Newburyport 

Call 833-MOVING-9  |  Visit www.ChurchillProp.com

Want to Know the Value of YOUR Home?
Finding out has never been easier! 

Go to ChurchillProp.com and use the  
Churchill Instant Price Valuation Tool. 

This tool will instantly give you the value range and 
estimated value of your home. Try it today!

Churchill Properties is pleased to welcome
Caroline Bernier Bramhall

to our Hamilton office.  If you are considering renting,   
buying or selling a home, contact Caroline today at

978-578-0163 or Caroline@ChurchillProp.com

GEORGETOWN
Discover this delightful four-bedroom Colonial 

nestled in a highly desirable Georgetown 
neighborhood, where homes are rarely available.  

$925,000 | Tara Farley | 603-247-7800

ROCKPORT
Oceanfront! Overlooking Twin Lights, this 9 

bedroom, 9 bath property offers all the room you 
will need for extended family, friends or guests. 
$3,950,000 | Michael Beaton | 978-884-9910

MANCHESTER
This is a rare opportunity for a manageable size 
home on coveted Smith’s Point, truly captures  

the elegance and grace of a bygone era.
$5,900,000 | Philio Cushing | 978-884-9904

ROCKPORT
Nestled along the picturesque coast, this seaside 

Queen Ann victorian antique offers a rare 
opportunity to restore a piece of history.

$3,499,000 | Jane Meterparel | 781-237-3341

GLOUCESTER
Located only 5 minutes from 128. Ocean views 
of rocky coastline. Close to Bass Rocks Golf/

Tennis, Good Harbor Beach & Eastern Point YC.
$2,300,000 | Karen Bernier | 978-807-5580

ROCKPORT
This unique residential/commercial property, 
located in vibrant Bearskin Neck, offers the 
fortunate buyer an incredible opportunity!  
$1,395,000 | John Kotch | 978-500-4271

GLOUCESTER
Enjoy the abundance of natural light pouring 

in from all around in this open concept 
Colonial near Gloucester’s back shore.  

$1,890,000 | Bruce Figurido | 978-869-3151

MANCHESTER
Discover timeless elegance in this stunning 
Colonial home. The separate guest house is 
ideal for extended family or rental income.
$2,350,000 | Philio Cushing | 978-884-9904

NEWBURYPORT
Simply STUNNING! As you enter the building 

you see stained glass windows & a gorgeous 
staircase. Many period features are left intact.

$760,000 | Gael Meyer | 978-884-0378

DANVERS
Waterfront- New Construction- 4 bedroom 
3.5 bath- Luxury Home- Designed with the 
captivating views and entertaining in mind.
$1,990,000 | Robin Martyn | 978-815-4497

NEWBURY
This thoughtfully restored antique blends old 
world charm with modern convenience. 1.64 

acre parcel on the Newbury Upper Green. 
$2,695,000 | Karen Bernier | 978-807-5580

BEVERLY
This spacious 4-bedroom, 2-bath residence offers 
1,844 SqFt of comfortable living space, perfect 

for families. Peaceful neighborhood setting. 
$749,900 | Ed Scialdoni | 781-771-9729

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING
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Solution to puzzles on page 10

By Joanne MacInnis  
RN CDP,  

President, Aberdeen Home 
Care, Inc. Yikes. 

The good news here, if 
there is any, is that the 
word “cancer” does 

not need to strike the terror 
in us that it used to.  Many 
forms are, of course, very 
treatable, and across the 
spectrum of cancer diagno-
ses, there is room for hope 
and optimism.  However, in 
those heartbreaking scenari-
os where recovery and cure 
are not in the cards, we need 
to develop language around 
what is happening that in-
forms but does not terrify.  
How exactly do we do that?

Step One: Take inventory. 
How much do the children 
already know?  Has the word 
cancer come up in conversa-
tion?  If they have heard you 
in the car, on the phone, or 
in conversation at home, 
they know more than you 
think they do.  In the absence 
of information, children may 
“fill in the blanks” from their 
collective experience and 
imagination.  They could 
create an extreme and un-
likely scenario or minimize 
what they see, contributing 
to their angst. 

Step Two: Identify the 
difference between a cold, 
the flu, strep throat, and 
a serious life-limiting ill-
ness. 
In my decades of hospice 
work, I learned that even 
teens and young adults 
could have significant anxi-
ety about “how sick is sick.”  
Identify the illness: “Grampa 
smoked cigarettes for most of 
his life. He tried to stop many 
times, but the damage was 
done. He is now struggling 
with lung cancer, and his 
treatment worked in the be-

ginning. He was getting a little 
better, but the treatment isn’t 
working anymore.”

You are creating a space of 
safety for your children by 
clearly identifying where this 
illness came from (although 
we may not always know), 
helping them not to fear that 
everyone and anyone is a 
potential victim. They know 
that sickness comes and 
goes. They “catch” some-
thing, and then they recover. 
Make a special point to clari-
fy that there is sickness that 
we recover from and, much 
less commonly, sickness 
from which we cannot heal. 

Step Three: Know your 
audience. 
•	 What are the children’s 

ages and developmental 
levels?

•	 Does your child have is-
sues with anxiety?  How 
does your child respond to 
stress and fear?

•	 What is the relationship 
with the grandparent?  Do 
they live in California and 
see the kids once a year 
or so, or do they live next 
door and are a part of your 
children’s daily lives?

•	 Have the kids visited dur-
ing hospitalizations?  Have 
they witnessed the impact 
of the illness?

•	 Have you had preliminary 
conversations with them 
about “sickness?” 

Consider how your child 
processes difficult informa-
tion in general. Soft stepping 
may be a temptation here. 

While the truth should be 
told very tenderly and care-
fully, not being honest may 
lead your child to feel lied 
to. If you present a picture 
that is more hopeful and less 
honest, the death will come 
as more of a shock and may 
have a damaging impact.  If 
you have been sharing modi-

fied truths about Grampa’s 
condition, ask some ques-
tions about their level of un-
derstanding. “Do you think 
Grampa is getting better? If 
so, tell me what you see that 
makes you think that. Do 
you believe Grampa is getting 
sicker? If so…tell me what you 
see.”

Step Four: Empowerment. 
Since we can’t change Gram-
pa’s health, what can we do 
for him?  This introduces 
the “quality of life” concept.  
Depending on age and de-
velopment, children’s in-
volvement in the end-of-life 
process can be profoundly 
important for Grampa and 
everyone in the family.

Provide the canvas and the 
opportunity for your child to 
engage. “What do you think 
would make Grampa happy 
today? A game of checkers, 
a hand-made card, flowers, 
ice cream, or iced coffee? We 
could go over for a visit, watch 
a TV program together, and 
have hot chocolate.” What 
you are modeling and facili-
tating is finding your power 
in a situation you find unac-
ceptable.  This is not boot 
camp.  In fact, it is the oppo-
site…It’s another deep dive 
inside.

You are teaching invalu-
able lessons.  Even when we 
are afraid and sad, we are 
not powerless.  Small acts 
of kindness often have BIG 

results.  Our children will 
likely face some of the same 
heartache and difficulty in 
the real world.  What an op-
portunity to shepherd them 
through this, demonstrating 
that we as parents are willing 
to have open conversations, 
share our own sad feelings, 
and begin the conversation 
that is always the case…it’s 
both/and. 

“Yes, he has this illness, and 
we sure wish he didn’t. He had 
treatment that helped him for 
a while. He doesn’t feel well 
again, and now we can show 
him how much we care.”  A 
quick Amazon search will 
give you dozens of great op-
tions for children’s books 
that tackle the subject of seri-
ous illness.  Don’t forget, we 
have a remarkable resource 
(right here on the North 
Shore) in Care Dimensions of 
Danvers. 

Fortunately, the conversa-
tion is evolving, as is our un-
derstanding and approach 
to including children in the 
end-of-life experience.  As 
always, garner the resources 
of those you trust and ad-
mire who may have walked 
this path already.  As painful 
as this is, it affords us an op-
portunity to introduce our 
children to the concept of 
what we can do instead of 
focusing on what we can’t.

Joanne MacInnis, RN, is 
the founder and president of 
Aberdeen Home Care, Inc., 
of Danvers, a concierge pri-
vate duty home care agency 
in business since 2001. With 
35 years of nursing practice, 
management and adminis-
tration experience focused 
on home care and hospice, 
Joanne and her team special-
ize in advising and supporting 
families addressing the elders 
in their lives retain dignity 
and quality of life.

My Father-In-Law Has 
Terminal Cancer.  What Do 
We Tell the Grandchildren?

Worship and Sunday School 
continues this Sunday, 10 
a.m. led by Rev. Katherine 
Schofield and Dr. Herman 
Weiss with the First Parish 
Choir
Monday Friends of the COA 
Senior Drop in 10 a.m.-12 
noon.
Tuesday Online Bible Study, 
Via Zoom 4 p.m., join in with 
computer, smart device or 
dial in on a phone from wher-
ever you are - emailoffice.
fpchurch@gmail.com or call 
978-526-7661 for the link.
Wednesday Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. New voices wel-
come
Book Group monthly, Octo-
ber 28 “The Heaven & Earth 
Grocery Store” by James Mc-
Bride. Open to all.
St. John’s Church
Worship:
Every Sunday we hold servic-
es at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Child 
care is available during the 10 
a.m. service.
Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. and 
10 a.m.
Quaker Meeting
Quakers of the North Shore 
worship every Sunday from 
10-11 a.m. at the Glen Urqu-
hart School:  74 Hart Street, 
Beverly Farms, Mass.  It is 
an unprogrammed Quaker 
Meeting.  There is no Pastor 
(or leader) save the spirit of 
God in and among us.  Our 
worship is primarily silent.  

When a worshiper is moved, 
it may include a brief, spoken 
ministry offered in a ‘spirit of 
worship.’  Friends gather qui-
etly, awaiting the experience 
of God’s presence. 
People in our community 
hail from the traditional trib-
al lands of the Pawtucket and 
Massachusetts now called 
Manchester, Gloucester, Bev-
erly, Ipswich, Rockport, Sa-
lem, Lynn and Marblehead.  
Whether you have worshiped 
in other Quaker (Friends) 
Meetings or not, we welcome 
you to join us.  If you are new 
to Quakers, someone will be 
happy to talk with you and 
answer any questions you 
may have.  Send an email to: 
northshorequaker@gmail.
com.  First Day School, our 
Children’s Program, consists 
of forest walks near the Glen 
Urquhart School led by Jes-
sica Kagle from the Kestrel 
Foundation.  Blessings To 
You.

...(Continued from page 10)
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Town Hall 
10 Central Street 

Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA, 01944

SELECT BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING 

The Planning Board of the Town 
of Manchester-by-the-Sea will 
hold a Public Hearing on Monday, 
October 28, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. 
on proposed amendments to the 
Manchester-by-the-Sea Zoning 
By-Laws.

Location: This is a Hybrid meeting. 
The Planning Board will meet in 
Room 5, Town Hall. The Public 
is welcome to join the Board 
in Room 5 or on Zoom.  Zoom 
meeting information will be posted 
in the October 28, 2024, Planning 
Board public meeting agenda. 

The Planning Board will hold a 
Public Hearing on a proposed 
new Section 9.4, to create a new 
Community Housing Overlay 
District that would allow as-of-
right multifamily housing in 
accordance with Section 3A of the 
Zoning Act (MGL Chapter 40A) 
subject to site plan review by the 
Planning Board, and to amend the 
Zoning Map of Manchester-by-the-
Sea to incorporate the Community 
Housing Overlay District Maps. 
There are four proposed overlay 
districts. The proposal would also 
amend Section 2.0 (“Definitions”) 
by inserting several new definitions 
into the Zoning By-Laws.

The Proposed Community 
Housing Overlay District Zoning 
By-Law, the proposed Overlay 
District Maps, and the proposed 
amendments to Section 2 
(“Definition”) of the Zoning 
By-Laws are on file in the Office of 
the Town Clerk and are available 
for inspection and review during 
normal business hours at the office 
of the Town Clerk, Town Hall, and 
on the Manchester-by-the-Sea 
website.  

Posted to MNPA website:   
http://masspublicnotices.org.

Oct. 11, 2024 MC 
Oct. 18, 2024 MC

PUBLIC NOTICE

In my decades of 
hospice work, I 

learned that even 
teens and young 

adults could 
have significant 
anxiety about 
“how sick is 

sick.”  Identify 
the illness. 

Amethyst is a 4-year-old 
Portuguese Podengo 
mix, weighing about 

35 pounds, in foster care who 
is looking for her forever 
home.  Her foster family says 
she eats well, loves treats, 
sleeps when tired, does her 
business outside, knows how 
to walk on a leash, listens to 
basic commands and loves 
to cuddle.  Amethyst is part 
of the Extended Stay Pro-
gram and her adoption fee 
has been reduced to $100 to 
help her find a home more 
quickly; she is also available 
for Foster to Adopt to ensure 
a smooth transition to her 
forever home.  Visit www.
capeannanimalaid.org for 
more information about Am-
ethyst and all the other ani-
mals waiting for homes here 
at the Christopher Cutler 
Rich Animal Shelter, 4 Paws 
Lane in Gloucester. 

PET OF THE WEK

A REAL GEM

The Hornets huddle 
up before “tackling” 
Ipswich in a home 
game on Friday 
at Hyland Field.  
ME prevailed 27-0 
against the Tigers.  
The Hornets next 
meet rival Hamilton 
Wenham at home 
on Friday.  The boys 
are 4-1.  They have 
outscored their 
opponents 145-65.  
 
Photo Paul Clark  
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COLDWELL BANKER 
MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA 

6 Ancient Country Way
Manchester | $649,999
Here It Is!  The coveted 3 Bedroom ranch 
surrounded by green space and close to town.  
Just needs some tender loving care!.

Marianne Round  |  Realtor
978 902-5452

55 School St
Manchester | $582,000
It’s a 2 bed 1 bath condo on the second floor in a very well maintained building.  
Windover converted this 3 family to condos several years ago.  It is a short walk to 
everything!  Pets are allowed with restrictions.

Joan McDonald   |  Realtor | 978-979-3190

9 Masconomo St
Manchester | $2,100,000
Exceptional location between Singing Beach 
and Downtown Manchester, this unique property 
boasts soaring ceilings and large windows 
overlooking the private backyard.  Shown by 
appointment only.

Joan McDonald   |  Realtor | 978-979-3190

1 & 5 Proctor St
Manchester | $20,600,000
Rare opportunity to own over 7 acres of waterfront 
property in Manchester. Two private residences, 
two docks and stunning views!

Krista Julian | Realtor |  617-312-5413

120 Pine St
Manchester | $989,000
This well cared for home offers a beautifully 
landscaped, level, potential lot in a highly desirable 
location.  Redecorate or renovate!   

Betsy Bullock  |  Realtor | 978-985-6575

59-61 Main St
Rockport | $1,750,000
Impressive mixed-use opportunity in downtown 
Rockport. Three residential units and two 
commercial spaces. Fantastic position overlooking 
Front Beach. Fully renovated! 
Scott Smith  |  Realtor |  617-750-2793 NEW

NEWNEW

40 BEACH STREET, MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944         TELEPHONE  978-526-7572 COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM 

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, countyrecords and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be 
accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©️2024 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Cold-
well Banker and the Coldwell Banker logo are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker®️ System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC and 
franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

$1,069,000 | Karen Masino
Move-in ready 2-bedroom, 2.5-bath home at  
55+ Patton Ridge. Open concept, office. Skylights, 
vaulted ceiling, gas fireplace in living room. Unfinished 
lower level has bath rough in. Deck, patio.
  

H
A

M
ILT

O
N

$899,000 | Ann Olivo & Rick Marshall
Rare brand-new-high-end-move-in-ready home in 
Magnolia with chef-worthy kitchen by McCormick 
Kitchens, open dining-living room and main level 
primary suite. Patio, attached garage. Near beaches.

$665,000 | Jacqueline Simmonds
Minutes to downtown. Light-filled 2-level, 4-bedroom, 
1.5-bath condo. Hardwood flooring throughout, eat-
in stainless kitchen, 2nd level multi-purpose area, and 
spacious deck. 3-car parking. 

$995,500 | Ann Olivo & Rick Marshall
Sprawling 1960’s Ranch with 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, 
vaulted ceilings, huge geometric windows, stone front 
fireplace, eat-in kitchen, in-ground pool ready for 
today’s lifestyles and décor.

$1,395,000 | Emily McPherson
Newly renovated 3-bedroom, 4-bath home in beautiful 
1-acre setting has flexible main floor plan with fireplaced 
living room, pantry in beautiful kitchen, 1st floor main 
suite, office, finished basement.

$1,685,000 | Mandy Sheriff
Take back your weekends! Treasured 2 bedroom,  
3.5-bath in-town home on side street with harbor views, 
open floor plan and radiant heat in sunroom and office. 
Newer furnace, a/c, generator, roof.

$2,200,000 | Alle Cutler
Premium downtown site zoned General Business. 
10,000+ sf warehouse has loading dock and 3 oversized 
drive-in bays. Diverse uses: indoor sports complex, retail, 
general storage, etc. Near MBTA.

$2,695,000 | Susan Bridge
Amazing ocean views, stunning gardens, a pool & easy 
Phillips Beach access! A great layout, chef’s kitchen, 
abundance of natural light, entertainment areas  
& fenced yard. 4 garage spaces & more.

COMMERCIAL

$785,000 | Fabyan & Filias Team
Hidden treasure! 2-en suite bedroom, 2.5-bath home 
with private entrance, open-concept, designer kitchen 
with birds eye maple cabinet, in-unit laundry, and 1-bay 
garage. Along Danvers River.
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Find us on     :JBarrettRealtyNorthShore 

1 BEACH STREET  •  MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA, MA 01944  |  978.526.8555  |  JBARRETTREALTY.COM 

J Barrett & Company, LLC supports the principles of both the Fair Housing and the Equal Opportunity Acts.

The North Shore’s Premier Real Estate Agency


