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2020 VISION
BY JAMES SWIFT

james.swift@daily-tribune.com

Bartow County Administrator 
Peter Olson said the local govern-
ment’s 2020 SPLOST priorities 
revolve around the three “P’s” — 
paving, parks and parking.

“One of the fi rst things we want 
to hit is a good bit of paving,” he 
said. “Paving has gotten very ex-
pensive with the rising cost of as-
phalt, which is petroleum-based, 
and we really need to be paving 
more road miles per year than we 
have been able to over the last sev-
eral years to keep the County roads 
on a good cycle.”

The County road department, 
Olson said, has already prioritized 
projects based on traffi c volume 
and deterioration levels. The Coun-
ty is set to start collecting its new 
SPLOST funding in January, with 
several million dollars set to be 
invested in such infrastructure im-
provements come 2020.

Another big investment for the 
2020 fi scal year, Olson said, is the 
Hamilton Crossing Park expan-
sion.

“We hope to get that out to bid 
in terms of the infrastructure here 
this summer — fi nishing all the 
grading, putting in the roads and 
the parking lots, stormwater,” he 

said. “I’m not sure how long that’ll 
take … it’ll probably be at least a 
year to get that sort of backbone 
in, and then we can start on getting 
the actual facilities going, like the 
soccer fi elds, the tennis complex, I 
know that’s a high priority for the 
rec department.”

Olson said the County is expect-
ing those infrastructure bids to 
come in at around $2 million to $3 
million.

Meanwhile, he said he antici-
pates a roundabout at Hamilton 
Crossing Elementary and the re-
alignment of Beavers Drive to be 
completed by late summer. That 
project is tabbed at about $300,000; 
a similar roundabout project on 
Cass-White Road near Cass High 
is expected to cost $850,000, with 
the Georgia Department of Trans-
portation kicking in $350,000 as 
part of a Local Maintenance and 
Improvement Grant.

Olson said he also expects con-
struction of a parking deck in 
downtown Cartersville — situated 
between Main Street and Cherokee 
Avenue, behind the County annex 
building — to get underway short-
ly. 

“That’s going to be the fi rst 
phase of the multi-phase court-
house expansion, and we need to 
get parking built so that when we 

start working on the projects that’ll 
tear up our parking lots over here, 
that there’s some parking places to 
go to keep the courts functioning,” 
he said. 

Moving forward, Olson said the 
County’s philosophy on SPLOST 
projects is essentially “pay as you 
go.”

“We don’t want to incur interest 
and issue costs for taking on debt, 
to then have to pay it back on the 
backside,” he said. “For some of 
the bigger projects, we’re just going 
to accumulate the funds before we 
launch them, so things like the dou-
ble gym, the water features of the 
park, those will be a couple years 
out and the main part of the court-
house expansion will be a couple of 
years out.”

Beyond the improvements going 
on near Hamilton Crossing Park, 
Olson said numerous water and 
sewer infrastructure projects are 
planned for Old Alabama Road 
and Highway 411. 

“We’re looking at two different 
treatment facilities to expand the 
water treatment capabilities of the 
County — one on the south side, 
one on the west side,” he said. 
“We’re looking for some wells, po-
tentially, to diversify our water sup-
ply … they’ve got a lot of different 
irons to grow the system to meet 

the needs of the community.”
PUBLIC SAFETY 
INVESTMENTS

While the last round of SPLOST 
was dominated by public safety ex-
penditures — indeed, the County 
spent around $15 million on a new 
public safety radio system and 911 
expansions and updates — Olson 
said the 2020 SPLOST isn’t so 
heavy on such expenses.

“There are some moderate-sized 
projects in the SPLOST, some new 
facilities for the sheriff — they 
want to improve some training 
opportunities, they want to im-
prove some of their special opera-
tions-type facilities, so we’re look-
ing at some locations for that kind 
of stuff,” he said.

A bigger public safety concern 
for the local government, how-
ever, is a pronounced manpower 
shortage. Earlier this year, Bartow 
County Sheriff Clark Millsap said 
his department had almost 20 open 
positions.

“It’s always a struggle to recruit 
folks. It’s a diffi cult profession — 
the environment, these days, is 
particularly kind of hostile towards 
law enforcement. People don’t 
give them the credit they deserve 
so much anymore,” Olson said. 
“We’ve worked on different mea-
sures to try to improve recruitment 
and retention, implementing a hir-
ing bonus and some other types 
of things, like adjusting their pay 
scale. But in terms of facilities and 
equipment, I think they’re in pretty 
good shape.”

Finally having the public 
safety radio system online, Ol-
son said, provides big benefits 
for police, fire and emergency 

medical responders alike.
“It’s been a fi ve-year project to 

get that public safety radio system, 
so from my point of view, getting 
to what’s called ‘a benefi cial use’ 
of the radio system has been a huge 
achievement in the last year,” he 
said. “The coverage is way better 
than our old VHF system was, so 
that provides a lot of safety margin 
for both fi re and police operations.”

Over the last few months, the 
County has also inked user agree-
ments with numerous community 
stakeholders to access that system, 
including Cartersville Medical 
Center, MetroAtlanta Ambulance 
Service and the Bartow County 
Board of Education.

Like many counties in Georgia, 
Olson said Bartow is awaiting the 
arrival of “next-gen 911” services. 

“You’re going to be able to po-
tentially receive video, texts to 
911,” he said. “But there’s a lot of 
technical challenges with that, so 
statewide, they’re still working on 
implementing standards and pro-
tocols.” 
DEVELOPMENTS, BIG AND 

SMALL
From an economic development 

perspective, Olson said the county 
is on pace for an exhilarating 2020. 
Chick-fi l-A Supply just broke 
ground on a distribution center off 
Cass-White Road, construction on 
a roughly $30 million Loloi, Inc. 
development is almost complete 
and existing industries such as 
Vista Metals Corp. and Toyo have 
announced plans for major expan-
sions.

“Some of our existing employers 
are saying ‘Whoa, stop recruiting 
industry, we’re all a little squeezed 

at fi lling our jobs as is,’ so that’s 
certainly something on our mind,” 
Olson said. “We don’t want to over-
whelm the local workforce, the la-
borshed area, with too many jobs. 
But there’s still a lot of good proj-
ects looking at us.”

Then there’s the ongoing work 
on LakePoint Sporting Communi-
ty’s northern campus on the south 
end of the county.

“I think we’re going to start to 
see some vertical development 
coming out in the next year, and 
that will be very positive,” Olson 
said. 

Continuing, he said he doesn’t 
anticipate Bartow’s commercial 
and industrial boom to slow down 
anytime soon. 

“I think we will continue to see 
the trends that we’ve seen so far,” 
he said. “We’ve still got a good 
bit of ready and developable land 
around our industrial corridors, 
Cass-White Road and so forth. 
That’ll continue to attract jobs.”

But not all of the developments 
happening in Bartow are of the 
multi-million-dollar variety. For 
example, while groundwork on the 
Hamilton Crossing Park expansion 
is expected to continue through-
out 2020, Olson said several of its 
amenities may be just a few months 
away from completion.

“We hope to have the dog park, 
for example, opened fairly soon,” 
he said. “That project kind of 
stands alone — the access will be 
kind of temporary until the rest of 
the infrastructure gets put in, but 
it’s something they’ve fi gured out a 
way to get opened up here.”

Bartow County sets sights on a new year 
— and decade — of developments

JAMES SWIFT/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Bartow County Administrator Peter Olson said the County’s 2020 SPLOST priorities 
are paving, parks and parking.  

SEE BARTOW, PAGE 5D
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Emerson offi cials lay out 
groundwork amidst massive 

economic developments
BY JAMES SWIFT

james.swift@daily-tribune.com

Ten years from now, the City 
of Emerson may be totally un-
recognizable. Of course, Lake-
Point Sporting Community’s 
northern campus expansion 
is expected to bring a litany 
of new commercial and recre-
ational developments to south 
Bartow, but that’s just one of 
several massive mixed-use 
developments planned in and 
around the municipality.

Also in the mix is the project-
ed $300 million Vineyard Park 
development — with a concep-
tual site plan including 750,000 
square feet of office space, 
two hotels, a retail village and 
at least 300 residential units 
— and Jacoby Development 
Inc.’s gargantuan, 1,000-acre-
plus Etowah Highlands project 
south of Red Top Mountain 
Road, which is expected to 
bring 3,700 residential units to 
the community. 

And while these proposed 
developments may be years 
from coming to fruition, Em-
erson City Manager Kevin Mc-
Burnett nonetheless said their 
shadows loom large over the 
local government’s day-to-day 
planning. 

“They’re always on the mind, 
but until plan sets come in, we 
don’t try and look at those,” he 
said. “We’re very interested in 
them, they offer great potential 
impacts to the City, but we’re 
just kind of like everybody else 
— we’re waiting to see what 
actually materializes out of 
them.”

As for the latest on those 
developments, McBurnett said 
the City is hearing that the 
LakePoint Parkway expansion 
should be wrapped up in Au-
gust, perhaps even sooner. But 
details on Vineyard Park and 
Etowah Highlands are far more 
vague.

“At this time, it would be hard 
for me to say,” he said. “Jaco-
by’s a huge, huge development, 
that scope kind of morphs back 
and forth at this point as they’re 
still trying to determine exactly 
what they’re wanting to do over 
there.”

McBurnett discussed the 
possible effects those major 
mixed-use developments may 
have on the City’s infrastruc-
ture and resources. 

“The service delivery areas 
for that fall more in the Bartow 
County area, so we do not see 
the heavy impact of the wa-
ter and sewer on us,” he said. 
“While it is most likely going 
to be located all in Emerson, 
we will be having to provide 
the police services and the oth-
er general government services, 
so they could have a potential 
impact on us.”

Last December, Bartow 
County Commissioner Steve 
Taylor approved the formation 
of the $1.4 billion Etowah-Al-
latoona Economic Corridor, a 
tax allocation district (TAD) 
around the old Paga Mine 
property where base value tax 
proceeds would be used to pay 
for some of the initial redevel-
opment costs of the proposed 
Jacoby development. 

“It was approved through 
legislation to be able to be 
created, but it hasn’t been put 
in place yet,” McBurnett said. 
“The City has advised the de-
veloper that we are not intend-
ing to be part of the TAD, and 
that we would not be providing 
any incentive to them on that.”

Not that the City had the fi-
nancial capability to offer sub-
sidies or incentives to Jacoby if 
it wanted to.

“The City couldn’t afford 
it — the scope of that devel-
opment is greater than what 

the City can provide without 
having that tax increase, so we 
would have to have the taxes to 
be able to provide services to 
them,” McBurnett said. 

Of course, the City is ey-
ing some significantly smaller 
projects. Among others, Mc-
Burnett said the City hopes 
to make some improvements 
to Old Alabama Road and get 
work underway on a proposed 
7th Street park in the year 
ahead.

“We are having to replace 
our meter-reading infrastruc-
ture, so we are currently in the 
process of vetting the different 
companies that are out there, 
and the different suppliers who 
have this type of technology 
and seeing what would be our 
best route to go,” McBurnett 
said. “We intend to replace 
all of our meter-reading infra-
structure during that timeframe 
— who, what, when, where and 

how much, I have no idea right 
now.”

McBurnett said he’s also en-
thusiastic about seeing more 
commercial developments, such 
as a proposed $10 million, 270-
lot RV park along the Etowah 
River, coming to the communi-
ty in 2020 and beyond.

“The RV park is coming 
along,” he said. “They are still 
working through their due dili-
gence at this time trying to get 
everything nailed down. But 
they’re still on track and we’re 
still trying to make it happen.”

McBurnett also expects to 
see more activity coming out of 
the old Highwoods Properties 
industrial park off U.S. 41. 

“Old Dominion Freight Line 
is building out and that’s a huge 
complex there in the industrial 
park, they’re coming along re-
ally well,” he said. “We have 
another group who is moving to 
try to purchase the remainder of 

the industrial park to do anoth-
er half a million to three-quar-
ters of a million square feet of 
industrial area, as well.”

McBurnett said residential 
growth is happening in Emer-
son, albeit at a rate that is far 
from dizzying.

“We’re averaging anywhere 
from 10 to 20 homes, so I 
would say probably another 15 
in the next year would be built,” 
he said. “We have capacity for 
numbers like that — the couple 
of entities who have talked to 
us about doing some residential 
development, they’re just all 

talking right now.”
Still, entities are reaching 

out to the City about bringing 
more residential developments 
to Emerson — although, at this 
point, McBurnett said nothing 
concrete has been presented.

“Emerson, just like the ma-
jority of Bartow County, would 
like to see more single-family 
and multi-family residences 
available,” he said. “Commer-
cial interest is what seems to 
be the highest in Emerson right 
now, and to be able to support 
those commercial entities we 
need to have more residential.”

Naturally, McBurnett said he 
believes that deluge of major, 
mixed-use developments com-
ing online will be the big sto-
ry for Emerson as the new de-
cade unravels. And in that, the 
parkway expansion off U.S. 41 
isn’t just a path to LakePoint’s 
northern campus in his eyes — 
it may very well be a figurative 
road to Emerson’s future.

“The big announcements 
are coming,” he said “I don’t 
know what they would be, but 
I just foresee that that will start 
booming once this road opens 
up.”

JAMES SWIFT/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Emerson offi cials said the roadwork linking LakePoint’s north and south campuses is destined 
to open up a deluge of new developments in the corridor.

LAKEPOINT AND 
BEYOND
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With more than $100M budgeted, Cartersville is making 
big investments in water, gas and electric in 2020

BY JAMES SWIFT
james.swift@daily-tribune.com

The City of Cartersville’s fi scal 
year 2020 budget, which was ap-
proved last month, comes out to 
about $165 million. And with close 
to two-quarters of it is dedicated to 
three funds — electric ($47.1 mil-
lion), water and sewer ($45 million) 
and gas ($28.8 million) — it’s clear 
that the local government is invest-
ing a signifi cant amount in its utili-
ty services and resources. 

Of course, wading through the 
line items doesn’t exactly paint 
the clearest picture of what those 
multi-million-dollar infrastructure 
investments are and how they ben-
efi t the municipality and its inhab-
itants. So as part of Progress 2019, 
The Daily Tribune News reached 
out to City of Cartersville Com-
munications and Public Relations 
Manager Rebecca Bohlander to 
help sift through the technical jar-
gon and, in more practical terms, 
elaborate on why things like nutri-
ent removal upgrades, transconti-
nental pipelines and even planned 
nuclear plants in south Georgia 
are so signifi cant for the future of 
both the local government and its 
residents — not just for the year 
ahead, but the approaching decade, 
as well.

IT’S A GAS
The Daily Tribune News 

(DTN): To begin, can you give us 
a quick overview of the most note-
worthy Transco developments ex-
pected over the next year or so?

Rebecca Bohlander (RB): 
The City is seeking the approval 
currently from the Georgia Pub-
lic Service Commission (PSC) 

to give us a waiver to [the State’s] 
Countywide Safety Plan 80-foot 
rule, so we can cross AGL’s facil-
ities on State Route 113. We do not 
anticipate any diffi culty acquiring 
this waiver. The regulator station 

is currently being designed, so we 
can purchase the equipment and 
begin assembly and placement. We 
expect to purchase all the piping 
and begin installation as soon as 
we receive PSC approval. Our plan 

is to be able to fl ow gas during the 
fall of 2020.

DTN: Similarly, can you give us 
an update on the new gas depart-
ment facility? 

RB: The new facility is complet-
ed; very nice, clean and well-orga-
nized.

DTN: What sort of functionality 
does it give the City that, perhaps, 
it did not have at the older facility?

RB: The ability to have all of 
our equipment and stock in one lo-
cation is a great plus. We now have 
a welding facility where there is 
enough area to assemble and move 
items with an overhead crane. We 
have inside pipe storage and the 
ability to unload fl atbed trucks 
safely. The offi ces are all heated 
and air conditioned by natural gas. 
It is a great change for all the em-
ployees. We are all very apprecia-
tive of this new facility!

DTN: Are there any concerns 
about energy prices in the year 
ahead — i.e., any thoughts on the 
extent that the global market (or 
even potential federal/state regu-
lations) may impact City services 
and customer prices? 

RB: No. Natural gas prices are 
stable and the next year seems to 
be also. We are hopeful the federal 
and PSC regulators will not discov-
er some new unfunded mandates 
that will create additional burdens 
on our staff or our rate payers.

DTN: Are there any plans to per-
haps expand the City’s gas depart-
ment services/functions through-

out 2020 — maybe even offering 
services outside of the County? 

RB: We are involved with the 
Transco expansion but that is all 
of Bartow County. We do current-
ly serve a small portion of Floyd 
County in the Dykes Creek [and] 
Morrison Camp Ground Road area, 
where we’ve served for decades.

DTN: And lastly, how would 
you describe the City’s long-term 
strategy for meeting both residen-
tial and commercial demand over 
the next decade? 

RB: Our long-term strategy 
is the additional supply from the 
Transco pipeline. All indications 
show there is plenty of supply to 
take care of the City gas system 
residential and commercial de-
mands without problems over the 
foreseeable future and down the 
road.

ELECTRICITY IS IN THE AIR
DTN: What would you describe 

as the biggest electric department 
projects or initiatives for 2020? 

RB: One, to continue our con-
versions to LED lighting; two, 
make progress toward completing 
a second source to service East 
Main Street; and three, start up-
grading our traffi c signals.

DTN: Can you give us a break-
down of the three largest electricity 
items included in the FY 2020 bud-
get, and what their impact may be 
on residential/commercial users?

RB: The three largest electricity 
items in the FY ‘20 budget are: 

— Traffi c signal upgrades to re-
place old, outdated equipment that 

should be more reliable and require 
less maintenance and repair costs.

— A replacement truck for one 
of our underground crews.  The ex-
isting truck is 15 years old and has 
become too costly with repairs.

— The continuation of our con-
version to LED area lighting and 
street lighting. 

There will be no fi nancial im-
pact to residential/commercial 
users. The projects have all been 
included in the FY ‘20 budget, yet 
our FY ‘20 departmental budget 
is still considerably lower than the 
FY ’19 budget was.

DTN: Over the next decade, how 
do you envision residential, com-
mercial and industrial demand and 
services changing in Cartersville?  

RB: Since the City is still grow-
ing, I am expecting growth in all 
three sectors of our customer base. 
Over the next decade, I foresee that 
the City will continue employing 
more of the available technologies 
to be more effi cient and provide 
more real-time information to our 
customers.

DTN: And lastly, is there a blue-
print in mind for how the City 
plans on addressing and meeting 
increased residential/industrial/
commercial demand over the next 
decade or so?  

RB: The electric system does 
not have a blueprint in mind from 
a graphical standpoint. Our strate-
gic approach is to constantly mon-
itor the effects of the increases on 
our existing infrastructure, and 
proactively shift electrical load to 
other circuits that are less heavily 
loaded. We will build new circuits 
only as necessary to serve our cus-
tomers’ needs. In reference to our 
entire system, we have additional 
capacity becoming available with 
the completion of the expansion at 
the Plant Vogtle power plant which 
will further ensure that our cus-
tomers’ needs are met.

WATER, SEWER AND MORE
DTN: To begin, can you give us 

a quick update on the wastewater 
treatment plant project? At the mo-
ment, what’s the projected budget 
and developmental timeline for 
construction?

RB: The fi rst milestone for the 
nutrient removal upgrade is on 
schedule to be completed by the 
end of 2019 in order to meet in-
terim phosphorus discharge limits 
beginning in March of 2020. This 
fi rst phase will add chemical treat-
ment, an additional gravity clarifi er 
and an 8,300-square-foot covered 
biosolids storage facility. Further 
improvements, following this ini-
tial phase, include removing the 
old mechanical aeration systems 
and replacing them with the sig-
nifi cantly more effi cient diffused 
air system, adding a fi ltration sys-
tem onto the end of the plant, and 
numerous mechanical, electrical 
and controls systems upgrades.

The $37 million project is on 
schedule to be completed in three 
separate phases by October 2021.

JAMES SWIFT/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
A $37 million project to update the municipal wastewater treatment plant is on pace for completion in October 2021.

SEE CARTERSVILLE, PAGE 6D
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The ambitious Euharlee Road Corridor Design Overlay looks to spur developments off Highway 113
THE NEXT BIG CORRIDOR?
BY JAMES SWIFT

james.swift@daily-tribune.com

When one thinks “economic corridor” 
in Bartow County, he or she usually thinks 
of development hotspots anchored around 
Interstate 75 (i.e., Cass-White Road) and 
Highway 41 (such as the ever-expanding 
LakePoint nexus in Emerson.)

City Planning and Zoning Administra-
tor Charles Reese is confi dent that, in a few 
years, we’ll be able to add another corridor 
— if not a somewhat unexpected one — to 
that list: Euharlee Road.

“We’re talking about the southern por-
tion of Euharlee Road,” he said. “It’s go-
ing to encompass pretty much everything 
from the entrance to the City limits, to 
right around where the clock tower is, all 
the way to the property that is in between 
the bridge and Woodland Middle School.”

Reese’s plan is called the “Euharlee 
Road Corridor Design Overlay” — or 
“ERCDO,” for short. The intent of the 
overlay, he said, is to draw new commer-
cial and residential investments to Euhar-
lee while enhancing the aesthetic qualities 
that already exist within the community. 

“When you look at other municipalities 
such as the City of Roswell, with what 
they’ve done with their downtown area, or 
Acworth, what they’ve done, Woodstock, 
those are the types of areas that we’ve kind 
of looked at,” he said. “We can use some of 
the aspects of what they’ve done with those 
areas and bring it here into Euharlee.”

Ultimately, Reese said he’s optimistic 
the overlay will attract mixed-use devel-
opments and more varied housing to Eu-
harlee.

“That’s pretty much the emphasis sur-
rounding the overlay ordinance, we’re do-
ing it in a way where you still recognize 
the fact you’re in Euharlee, you’re not in 
metro Atlanta, so that’s why we wanted to 
have more say in our zoning ordinances 

in terms of what comes out here,” he said. 
“We’re trying to ensure that those cer-
tain developments are not going to come 
into this area. Industrial would have to be 
something that’s planned down the road, 
that’s not really the plan of the overlay or-
dinance at this time — we want the type 
of uses that are compatible with what’s al-
ready here.”

Reese said he’s optimistic the proposal 
will truly make the Euharlee Road corri-
dor a “live, work and play” community, 
complete with retail, restaurants and mul-
tifamily developments.

But at the same time, he said he also 
wants to accentuate the amenities  and 
features that already exist within the City 
— the covered bridge, the Black Pioneers 
Cemetery, Joe Cowan Park and, of course, 
the Etowah River.

“We’re looking at professionals coming 
out here, we’re looking at this place being, 
long-term, a tourist community, where 
people can come out here and appreciate 
the history that’s here,” he said. “We’re try-
ing to magnify what’s already here, pretty 
much, and to let the rest of the world know 
that this is just not a rural community, this 
is a community where you can bring your 
family and kids, and why not even live 
here?”

Another aspect of the overlay, Reese 
said, is the development of more public 
infrastructure, particularly pedestrian 
amenities. Continuing, he said he believes 
economic development within the corridor 
will help spur some much-needed infra-
structural upgrades in the community — 
and vice-versa.

“It’s going to work hand-in-hand,” he 

said. “This will be a situation where what-
ever development that’s going to come in 
is defi nitely going to be developing plan 
reviews and [there will be] coordination 
between developers and the City and the 
County.” 

The properties that already exist within 
the overlay-designated area, Reese said, 
will not be impacted.

“There’s not a situation where we’re say-
ing ‘OK, this residential property is going 
to have to abide by the new regulations,’ 
that will not happen, they will carry on as 
they do,” he said. “Whatever’s existing out 
there is what it is, unless down the road that 
property is going to be rezoned … that’s 
when that ERCDO becomes activated.”

The City continues to lay the ground-
work for the overlay, Reese said — the 
municipality defi nitely wants to be proac-

tive instead of reactive when it comes to 
potential economic developments within 
the corridor.

In fact, he said developers are already 
reaching out to the City about getting those 
projects underway.

“There have been inquiries that I can’t 
speak of at this particular moment in 
time, but we haven’t been too aggressive,” 
he said. “We want to make sure we get 
through with this fi rst step fi rst, and then 
we’ll plan in terms of who will be a best fi t 
for this community.”

On the subject of development incen-
tives — be they State, County or local 
— Reese said no major discussions have 
taken place yet. 

“As far as taxes and what have you, that 
should not be a deterrent here,” he said. 
“And given the fact that this is a growing 
community, right now for us we feel that’s 
enough of an incentive for development to 
come in here, based on what’s potentially 
to happen in Emerson, you have some real-
ly good economic development growth go-
ing on in Cartersville and the surrounding 
areas of Bartow County … all that does is 
make it more of an attraction to bring that 
type of development here in the Euharlee 
community.”

Reese said he’s certain that the ERCDO 
plan will make the community “stable fi -
nancially in terms of its assets” — yet in a 
way that will not radically alter the City’s 
identity in the process.

“This overlay ordinance is about future 
generations coming out here and being 
able to live, work and play and raise fami-
lies in a safe environment, an environment 
that allows you to do pretty much every-
thing you need to do without stepping out-
side of this community,” he said. “It’s for 
future development to not just build, but 
build based on ‘OK, we’re in Euharlee, this 
is how we need to develop, based on en-
hancing what’s already here.’”

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Euharlee offi cials say infrastructure development and economic development will occur “hand in hand” within the 
Euharlee Road Corridor Design Overlay area.

Beyond brick and mortar devel-
opments, Olson said the local gov-
ernment will also be eying some 
ordinance changes — including 
ones outlining the County’s gen-
eral zoning protocols and its pol-
icy on digital billboards — in the 
months ahead.

He also said to expect more news 
on redevelopment efforts in and 
around the Allatoona Community 
to emerge.

“We’re looking at trying to en-
courage positive redevelopment 
down in the Glade Road area, so 
we’re looking at an overlay district 
for that to improve the development 
standards down there,” he said. 

THE POPULATION 
EQUATION

As far as the well-being of the 
local economy is concerned, Olson 
said much depends on how the in-
ternational market fares. 

“I try to keep my eye on the mac-
roeconomics of the country and 
where the economy’s going — we 
got nervous here a year or so ago, it 
looked like people started to think 
a recession was coming and that’s 
always a challenge for a local gov-
ernment,” he said. “But everything 
weathered that storm and things 
seem to be going positive.”

Still, he said geopolitical insta-
bility, such as the Iranian crisis, 
could knock “the market psycholo-
gy for a loop” at a moment’s notice. 

Another major variable for Bar-
tow, Olson said, are the results of 
the 2020 Presidential election. 
Even without turnover in the Oval 
Offi ce, he notes that the mere 
prospects of an executive branch 
shakeup could create uncertainty 
in federal funding and government 
programming.

As for general population trends, 
Olson said he expects to see a con-
siderable — although very manage-
able — uptick in the years ahead. 

“We’ve been fortunate to have a 
pretty healthy growth rate without 
it being an overwhelming growth 
rate,” he said. “Paulding and Cher-
okee are picking up 4,000-6,000 
people per year, and that’s a lot of 
growth to absorb — that poses a lot 
of challenge to your infrastructure.”

But Bartow, he said, is growing 
at a more measured pace.

“We’ve picked about 6,000 
since 2010, which is not that rapid 
of growth,” he said. “But I think it 
accelerated in the last few years, so 
we’ll see where it stabilizes at.”

Still, Olson said more residential 
development in the community is a 
foregone conclusion.

“There’s several larger subdivi-
sions fi xing to get off the ground, 
so I think we’ll see a little bit of 
ancillary growth,” he said. “But 
I think it’s needed from what we 

hear from industry. We need some 
more bodies in the county to fi ll the 
jobs that are here and are coming.”

With projections from the Carters-
ville-Bartow Metropolitan Planning 
Organization estimating the popu-
lation of the county to increase to 
anywhere from 140,000 to 170,000 
between now and 2050, however, 
Olson said it’s never too early to start 
preparing for the future.

“We’re seeing some increased 
traffi c, some increased growth,” he 
said, “so we’re trying to plan for that.”

THE DECADE AHEAD
As for the course Bartow Coun-

ty may take in the next 10 years, 
Olson said an economic downturn 
— at some point — is inevitable.

“I imagine that we will have a re-
cession somewhere in the next few 
years, so that will be a slowdown,” 
he said. “With any luck, it won’t be 
like the horrifi c 2008 recession, it 
will be like a traditional recession 

— maybe a six-month to one-and-
a-half-year slowdown that doesn’t 
do that much damage.”

Furthermore, he said he expects 
the geographic gap between Car-
tersville and Atlanta to continue 
to shrink thanks to developments 
such as the reversible northwest 
corridor lanes on I-75.

“That’s going to lead to more 
people looking at Bartow and go-
ing, ‘Hey, that’s not really that far 
out,’” he said.

Of course, commercial develop-
ments appear poised for signifi cant 
growth in Bartow throughout the 
2020s.

“As LakePoint moves into its 
next phase, its current owners, their 
goal is to double the attendance 
there from a little over one million 
to two million,” Olson said, “and I 
think they will achieve that.”

Olson also said he’s impressed 
by some of the United States Corps 

of Engineers’ plans to increase 
both visitors and investments in 
and around Lake Allatoona. 

And as the metro Atlanta region 
continues to grow, Olson said it’s 
only reasonable to assume that Bar-

tow County will likewise reap the 
benefi ts of being so close to one of 
the nation’s hottest economic hubs.

“As other counties get more and 
more crowded and more costly, it’s 
natural that the development world 

would say ‘Hey, here’s a pretty good 
spot, still with some available land 
and costs aren’t too bad and the gov-
ernment’s pro-business,’” he said. 
“We’re going to continue to see in-
terest in residential growth out here.”

Bartow
From Page 2D

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Bartow County offi cials expect to see substantial infrastructur-
al development on the Hamilton Crossing Park expansion in the 
year ahead.
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DTN: Can you give us a quick 
statement on why making these 
upgrades is so important for 
future municipal development 
(beyond meeting the unfunded 
mandate requirements?)

RB: When answering these 
type questions, we must always 
consider two separate but inter-
dependent components of plant 
design and operations; that is 
treatment ability, or the ability 
of the plant technology, equip-
ment and personnel to consis-
tently produce an effl uent that 
meets or exceeds permitted 
discharge limits, and plant ca-
pacity, or the ability of the plant 
to meet all permitted limits un-
der normal and peak biological, 
chemical and hydraulic loading 
rates.

We have attempted to an-
ticipate future discharge lim-
itations, as well as potential 
additional loading to the plant 
infl uent, and designed these up-
grades to accommodate future 
development of the City’s sew-
er infrastructure. All of what is 
being done in this upgrade can 
be added onto with the same or 
similar technology to meet rea-
sonably stricter discharge limits 
with increased loading from 

residential, commercial and in-
dustrial sources.        

DTN: Along those same lines, 
how are things moving along on 
the Historic Downtown water 
main replacement project, and 
can you give us the latest num-
bers for the project budget and 
construction timetable?

RB: The Historic Downtown 
water main replacement project 
is nearing completion. All of the 
water mains for this project have 
been installed and the customer 
connections are completed. The 
contractor is currently install-
ing paving replacement and per-
forming clean-up and punch list 
items. The contract bid amount 
for this project was $1,397,102. 
Current expenditures are ap-
proximately $1,060,000. The 
project is expected to come in at 
approximately $200,000 below 
the budgeted contract amount.

This project has allowed for 
a section of water line dating 
back to 1880 which is located 
under Main Street between Er-
win Street and the railroad to be 
abandoned. This replacement 
is a signifi cant advancement in 
system reliability and fi re pro-
tection for the downtown area.

DTN: Ultimately, what’s the 
biggest benefi t for the City of 
Cartersville to have this new 
investment (i.e., in what ways 

may it facilitate more residential/
commercial growth in the area)?

RB: With the old water main 
being located in the middle of 
Main Street, no new connec-
tions could be made to the line. 
The new replacement water 
main is located in the parking 
area behind the businesses fac-
ing Main Street. Maintenance to 
the water main can now be per-
formed more effi ciently. Previ-
ously, several of the downtown 

businesses which had requested 
fi re sprinkler services could not 
be served. Having the option of 
installing fi re sprinkler systems 
allows restaurants to have high-
er seating capacity and service 
options. After this initial project 
is completed, work will contin-
ue on the replacement of the 
water mains in the remaining 
downtown areas.

DTN: Can you give us a quick 
rundown of the City’s major 
sewer projects for 2020?

RB: The majority of sewer 
projects underway involve the 
replacement of old lines which 
are deteriorated and susceptible 
to collapse or which leak and 
allow infi ltration of groundwa-
ter. By eliminating the entry of 
rainfall and groundwater leak-
age into the sewer system, the 
hydraulic loading on the water 
pollution control plant will be 
reduced. 

The water department cur-
rently has under construction 
the replacement of a deterio-
rated sewer crossing under the 
railroad near Cook Street. This 

project is being constructed in 
conjunction with a stormwa-
ter culvert replacement by the 
public works department. Con-
structing the two replacements 
as a joint project achieves sig-
nifi cant cost savings.

The design is complete on 
the replacement of one of the 
City’s older sections of sewer 
which extends from West Av-
enue to the interceptor sewer 
along Pettit Creek. This project 
will eliminate possible sewer 
overfl ows during heavy rainfall 
events.

There are several projects 
under design to eliminate or 
replace sewer lines crossing 
creeks. The water department’s 
practice is to replace these lines 
before they fail to maintain 
compliance with environmental 
regulations and avoid fi nes.

DTN: What are some of the 
smaller (but still signifi cant) 
water line repair/replacement 
projects planned for the next 
year or so?

RB: The water department 
will soon be going out for bids 

on a water main replacement 
project for an area known as 
Roger’s Station. This is a neigh-
borhood off of Cassville Road 
which is currently served by 
small diameter galvanized wa-
ter lines. The replacement lines 
will be 8-inch diameter ductile 
iron pipe which is more durable 
and will provide better service 
pressure for households in the 
area. Installation of fi re hy-
drants will bring adequate fi re 
protection to the community for 
the fi rst time.

Projects are scheduled for a 
number of similar communi-
ties in our service area. These 
neighborhoods were typically 
constructed in the ‘50s and ‘60s 
before the adoption of develop-
ment regulations. Small diame-
ter water lines were originally 
installed which barely met fl ow 
and pressure needs and did not 
provide any fi re protection. 
These lines are now at the end 
of their service life and must be 
replaced. The replacement lines 
will be constructed using larger 
diameter pipes and will include 
fi re hydrants for fi re protection.

DTN: And lastly, can you 
give us a few statements about 
the City’s long term strategy for 
water and sewer over the next 
decade? Is there any particular 
project/initiative/technological 
upgrade you think will impact 
the department — and the City 
— signifi cantly over the next 
decade?

RB: One of the foremost 
concerns, which may always 
be a concern, is the availabili-
ty of water withdrawal capaci-
ty from Lake Allatoona. While 
there have been some reasons 
for cautious optimism related 
to the City’s request for an in-
creased allocation in the lake, 
we are continuing to develop 
our Etowah River emergency 
intake and pump station. Both 
the water treatment and water 
pollution control plants will 
continue to have some aging in-
frastructure replacement needs, 
although signifi cantly less so 
after current modifi cations are 
complete.

The City is also moving to-
ward a framework for installing 
advanced metering infrastruc-
ture (AMI). This system will 
encompass all utilities, but for 
the water department it would 
potentially increase metering 
accuracy and provide real time 
and trending data that we cur-
rently do not have.

Cartersville
From Page 4D
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The City of Cartersville opened its new gas department facility off Old Mill Road over the past year.

AN UPHILL BATTLE
In White, debate over Richards Road casts a wide shadow

BY JAMES SWIFT
james.swift@daily-tribune.com

There are so many municipal ini-
tiatives, projects and undertakings 
White Mayor Kim Dupree Billue 
would prefer to talk about — the re-
cent designation as a “Camera Ready 
Community” for film and television 
productions, the big Centennial cele-
bration on Aug. 10, and the new City 
charter that was signed into law in 
May, among many others.

Alas, for her municipality, 2019 
thus far has been dominated by a sin-
gle issue.

“I hate to keep beating this dead 
horse, but you know it’s Richards 
Road,” she said. 

A portion of the thoroughfare ex-

tending from Highway 411 to School 
Street has been closed off since April. 
Long story short, fears of a “cata-
strophic failure” near the CSX cross-
ing has had the White City Council 
stuck in a holding pattern for the last 
few months — and at this juncture, 
Billue said the ultimate fate of the 
roadway remains unknown.

“It’s still just up in the air and we 
don’t know how the council’s going 
to move on that,” she said. “I haven’t 
heard anything on that yet, but I ran 
across a company that, maybe, they 
can help us get it fixed at a fraction of 
the cost. We’re looking into that right 
now … I’ve got to talk with the en-
gineers to see what they think about 
it, if that would work, but if this pans 
out, it would be a great savings to the 

City.”
But if that approach doesn’t pan out, 

the City’s options are fairly limited. 
To bring the portion of the road up to 
Georgia Department of Transporta-
tion (GDOT) standards, a Rindt-Mc-
Duff Associates, Inc. report estimates 
the total cost of corrective actions 
would approach $400,000.

Meanwhile, CSX and GDOT of-
fered the City almost $20,000 to shut 
down the portion of the road altogeth-
er in June, sweetening the deal by also 
offering $420,000 in essentially free 
upgrades to the railroad crossing at 
Rocky Street. 

Another possible option is to one-
way the road, although at an estimat-
ed $300,000 with engineering and 
pipe replacement expenses factored 

into the final bill, that too seems out 
of the City’s price range. 

At this point, Billue said the City is 
awaiting more survey results to deter-
mine the best path to take concerning 
the Richards Road dilemma. 

“I think everybody’s just waiting, 
pretty much, on this survey to get 
done to go forward,” she said. 

As for possible funding sources for 
repairs, Billue said the only reason-
able offer the City has received so far 
is from GDOT — and even then, that 
was a matching grant that still placed 
a hefty financial onus on White’s cof-
fers.

“We’ve looked everywhere and that 
was the only one that looked like we 
could get any help from,” she said. 

Still, Billue said the blowback from 

local residents over the road closure 
hasn’t been as severe as one may ex-
pect.

“Myself, I’m very inconvenienced 
because I use it all the time,” she said. 
“But I think everybody has been very 
amiable and they know we’re work-
ing on it and trying to get something 
done, and it’s for the safety of the citi-
zens. So they’re working with us.”

The Richards Road issue dovetails 
into the City’s other major infrastruc-
tural challenge — drainage issues 
along Wolfpen Branch.

“It’s all tied together,” Billue said. 
“And that’s what the survey is to ad-
dress, too. They’re getting the slope, 
to see if it’s off.”

SEE WHITE, PAGE 8D
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WATER WORKS
For Adairsville, water and sewer upgrades are key to growth

BY JAMES SWIFT
james.swift@daily-tribune.com

Tabbed at about $11 million, 
Adairsville’s proposed North 
Wastewater Treatment Plant ex-
pansion is undoubtedly a huge 
investment. 

And it’s one City Manager 
Pam Madison said Adairsville 
has to make to continue to at-
tract both residents and busi-
nesses to north Bartow. 

“It’s extremely important,” 
she said. “Most industrial and 
large commercial businesses 
could not function without a 
sewer system — septic tanks 
just aren’t feasible with the 
amount of wastes they produce.”

Madison said construction 
of the new treatment plant is 
expected to take about 12-18 
months. Once completed, the 
new facility will allow Adairs-
ville to double its wastewater 
treatment capacity from one 
million gallons to two million 
gallons per day.

“We are tracking at about 
80% of our existing capacity 
and it’ll just give us an oppor-
tunity to recruit more businesses 
and residential developments in 
the City and have the capacity 
to treat their wastes,” Madison 
said. 

The entire project is being fi -
nanced via a Georgia Environ-
mental Finance Authority loan. 

“The bids come in a little 
higher than expected, which is 
happening with their projects all 
around the state,” Madison said. 
“We just updated our funding 
document … we will repay the 
loan through debt service.” 

The project also entails the 
demolition of the City’s south-
ernmost wastewater treatment 
plant. 

“Once the new north plant is 
built, they will be decommis-

sioning and removing all of the 
elements of the South plant there 
at Hall Station by the Strikers’ 
fi eld,” Madison said.

In anticipation of the treat-
ment plant expansion, the City 
recently made a series of sweep-
ing changes to its sewer use or-
dinance. Among other amend-
ments, the revisions establish 
fees for “the equitable distribu-
tion” of publicly-owned treat-

ment works operation, set main-
tenance and improvement costs 
and brings Adairsville in com-
pliance with National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit conditions.

“That basically set local limits 
in terms of the types of wastes 
that can go into our system,” 
Madison said. “It also provided 
the City with delegated authority 
from the State to issue our own 

permits — we will be issuing 
the pretreatment permits for the 
City instead of all of that going 
through the Environmental Pro-
tection Division at the State.”

Elsewhere, Madison said the 
$1.2 million Veterans Memori-
al Park is expected to be com-
pleted this fall, just in time for 

the City to host a major event 
to commemorate Veterans Day. 
And in terms of major economic 
investments, she said plans for 
a gargantuan, nearly 2-million 
square foot development with-
in the Georgia North industrial 
park continues to move forward.

“Ashley Capital is moving 

along with their fi rst building 
and we expect, as soon as they 
complete construction of that 
one, to go right into continuing 
to build on all of the property 
that they’ve acquired in the in-
dustrial park,” Madison said. 

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Adairsville offi cials say a roughly $11 million wastewater treatment plant expansion is expected to draw more economic, industrial and residential interest to the 
local community.

SEE ADAIRSVILLE, PAGE 8D
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The City isn’t having much luck 
fi nding state or federal funding to 
address that problem, either.

“They do it based on how 
many people are affected by that 
problem, to where you get mon-
ey,” Billue said. “We don’t have 
enough people affected, we’re 
not populated enough …. there’s 
no fl ooding of people’s hous-
es, there’s always red tape that 
makes you not qualify for some 
grant.”

But beyond those two thorny 
subjects, Billue said things are 
going quite well in the commu-
nity.

“I think we’re on a good course 
right now, the people are telling 
me they’re happy to live here,” 
she said. “They want to move 
here and they’re taking more 
pride in the City — I want us to 
live up to our name, being the 
friendliest mile in Georgia.”

At times, Billue — who came 
into offi ce in 2018 — said she 
feels more like the mechanic of 

White than its mayor. 
“Ever since I’ve been here, I’ve 

been fi xing things, I want to get 
everything fi xed and move on to 

do something new,” she said. 
Indeed, she said her person-

al vow to the City is — over the 
next decade — to surmount its 

infrastructural headaches and get 
things moving along on decided-
ly more leisurely projects.

“I would love to get the ball 

fi elds and the recreation, and I 
want a splash pad for the kids 
— it’s more geared towards that 
kind of thing,” she said. “I want 

to do something with the play-
ground, I want to get new play-
ground equipment — I want to do 
something fun for a change.”

White
From Page 6D

JAMES SWIFT/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Left, Richards Road in White has been closed since April, with
the local government unsure of its future. Above, “Ever since
I’ve been here, I’ve been fi xing things,” said White Mayor Kim
Dupree Billue. “I want to get everything fi xed and move on to do
something new,” she said.

The City will continue to look at 
potential routes to spur more large-
scale investments in the year ahead, 
she continued — specifically, through 
the Adairsville Development Author-
ity (ADA.)

“Right now, industrial land is defi-
nitely in high demand, so I think what 
they are trying to do is to determine 
if there are other types of incentives 
that we can offer that are not contrary 
to the gratuity section of the Consti-
tution that would help us attract other 
types of commercial development in 
the City,” she said. “And there are lots 
of tools you can use for that redevel-
opment — staff has been doing some 
research for the ADA relating to that.”

Madison said she anticipates the 
demand for housing in Adairsville to 
continue to grow. 

“I think that we are seeing an in-
credible increase in housing devel-

opment here in the City and in our 
service delivery area,” she said. “The 
City serves, with utilities, a lot of 
land outside our City limits and that 
includes a couple of housing devel-
opments. We have had some interest 
from two other large housing devel-
opers — one with land already in the 
City and one that includes some land 
potentially being annexed into the 
City.”

As for Adairsville’s “bigger pic-
ture,” Madison said she expects on-
going maintenance of the City’s wa-
ter and sewer systems — post-North 
Wastewater Treatment Plant comple-
tion — to be one of the municipali-
ty’s most important initiatives in the 
decade ahead.

“I think the City, like other small 
municipalities, we have some aging 
infrastructure, specifically in our 
sewer collection system,” she said. 
“We have made a good impact on re-
placing some of those pipes, but we 
are developing a specific, five-year 
capital program specific to our sewer 
collection system.”

Adairsville
From Page 7D
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Adairsville offi cials hope to have the $1.2 million Veterans Memorial Park open just in time for a Veterans Day cele-
bration this November.                         
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CHARGING FORWARD

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS, FILE
The fi rst classes in the new academic building on Georgia Highlands College’s Cartersville campus were held spring semester, which started in January.

GHC celebrates successes of past year, looks ahead to next year
BY DONNA HARRIS

donna.harris@daily-tribune.com

Georgia Highlands College 
fi nished an academic year in 

which it continued its mission of 
providing a quality, low-cost ed-
ucation for its students and cut 
the ribbon on a new $22.5 mil-
lion academic building on the 

Cartersville campus. 
President Dr. Don Green said 

the fi ve-campus college’s main 
goal of keeping the cost of tui-
tion and books as low as possi-

ble hasn’t gone unnoticed.
“During the 2018-2019 aca-

demic year, Georgia Highlands 
College has seen a number of 
recognitions, proving the effort 
and goal to be one of the best 
options for an affordable, debt-
free college experience is res-
onating with GHC’s students, 
graduates, alumni and commu-
nity,” he said. 

GHC was one of only two col-
leges in the state named to Rice 
University’s list of the Top 10 in-
stitutions in the country that are 
saving students money with free 
textbook initiatives.

“To date, GHC has saved 
students over $6 million by 
eliminating textbook costs and 
providing free digital options,” 
Green said. “GHC’s faculty have 
been working since fall 2015 to 
expand open education resourc-
es courses each semester. On av-
erage, GHC has saved students 
over $2 million a year.” 

The college also was listed by 
Scholarship Owl as the fourth 
most affordable four-year col-
lege in the country, he added. 

GHC continues to grow each 
year, “boasting the highest en-
rollment increase among state 
colleges for fall 2018 while also 
approaching a $170 million eco-
nomic impact,” Green said. 

The nursing program and 
several online degree programs 
were nationally ranked last year, 
the president said, for “provid-

ing career-readiness, affordabil-
ity, accessible formats and much 
more.”

Green also praised a group of 
faculty and staff members who 
retired last year.

“As a testament to the great 
work environment GHC con-
tinuously provides to its faculty 
and staff who work to help stu-
dents achieve their goals each 
and every day, GHC celebrated 

the retirement of four employees 
with over 100 years of cumula-
tive service in 2019, with posi-
tions spanning four different 
college divisions and two loca-
tions,” he said. 

And the college was “equal-
ly happy” to celebrate the fi rst 
graduating class to earn a bache-
lor’s degree in business last year, 
Green said.

“As a part of GHC’s growing 
number of bachelor’s degrees 
overall, a bachelor’s in crimi-
nal justice was added in 2019, 
which can be completed entirely 
online,” he said. 

Perhaps the most exciting and 
long-awaited celebration for the 
college fi nally came in October, 
when more than 300 people at-
tended the ribbon cutting and 
open house for the new academ-
ic building on the Cartersville 
campus, Green said. 

The 52,000-square-foot facil-
ity focuses on science, technolo-
gy, engineering, art and mathe-
matics-based areas of study and 
had a full slate of classes begin 
in January.

“This new addition adds an art 
studio, computer labs, science 
labs and several classrooms to 
GHC’s site in Cartersville, and 
it increases GHC’s ability to 
directly impact and support the 
community workforce through 
STEAM-based degrees, allow-
ing GHC to better serve as the 
University System of Georgia’s 
primary access institution in the 
region,” he said.

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS, FILE
Cutting the ribbon last October for the offi cial opening of the 
new academic building on Georgia Highlands College’s Car-
tersville campus were GHC President Don Green, with scis-
sors, left, and University System of Georgia Chancellor Steve 
Wrigley. Also taking part in the ceremony were, from left, Vice 
President of Finance/Administration Jeff Davis; Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs Dana Nichols; Vice President of Stu-
dent Affairs Dr. Todd Jones; Cartersville Campus Dean Leslie 
Johnson; Green; Wrigley; Vice President of Advancement/
Government Relations Mary Transue; Student Government As-
sociation President Danielle Griesemer; and Director of Plant 
Operations Phillip Kimsey.

SEE GHC, PAGE 3E



BY DONNA HARRIS
donna.harris@daily-tribune.com

The past academic year for 
Chattahoochee Technical Col-
lege was marked by a number of 
signifi cant state and national rec-
ognitions.

“Chattahoochee Technical 
College continued to demon-
strate that it has what it takes to 
help students soar to success,” 
President Dr. Ron Newcomb 
said.

Among the major highlights 
from the year were the “out-
standing achievements” of the 
college’s health sciences pro-
grams, Newcomb said.

“The Chattahoochee Tech 
practical nursing program was 
ranked as the top practical nurs-
ing program in Georgia for the 
second year in a row, while the 
college’s RN [registered nurse] 
program was ranked third-best 
in Georgia among all of the 
state’s colleges, universities and 
technical colleges,” he said. 
“The college’s radiography pro-
gram and the physical therapist 
assistant program, both of which 
are located at the college’s North 
Metro campus in Bartow Coun-
ty, marked 10 consecutive years 
of a 100% pass rate for students 
on their fi rst attempts at national 
exams.”

For the second consecutive 
year, CTC was designated as 
one of the nation’s top mili-
tary-friendly schools, receiving 
the Military-Friendly Schools 
Gold Award, while also being 
designated as a 2019 Military 
Spouse-Friendly School, New-
comb said.

“These awards refl ect the col-
lege’s successful efforts to sup-
port the educational journeys of 

U.S. military members and vet-
erans as well as military family 
members,” he said.

Top college accomplishments 
also included Director of Coun-
seling Cheri Mattox-Carroll of 
Bartow County being named 
Counselor of the Year by the 
Georgia College Counseling As-
sociation, Newcomb added.

One highlight of the previous 
year that wasn’t award-related 
was the continued success of 
Chattahoochee Tech’s partner-
ship with the Bartow County 
College and Career Academy.

“Located in Cartersville, BC-
CCA serves as a pipeline to both 
post-secondary education and 

career opportunities for high 
school students enrolled in this 
program,” Newcomb said. 

As for the next 12 months, the 
college will continue its mission 
to “strengthen both individuals 
and businesses through work-
force training,” the president 
said.

“All of the college’s projects, 
programs and events for the up-
coming year aim to support that 
mission,” he said. “Two major 
projects include the new Health 
Sciences Education Center cur-
rently under construction at 
the college’s Marietta campus 
as well as the new Center for 
Advanced Manufacturing and 

Emerging Technology planned 
for the North Metro campus in 
Acworth. Both of these proj-
ects will bring updated space to 
current programs and allow for 
new health programs to be estab-
lished.” 

With a total enrollment of al-
most 15,000 students last year, 

CTC is the largest technical 
college in the Technical College 
System of Georgia and awards 
associate degrees, diplomas 
and certifi cates in more than 
50 programs of study in health 
sciences; technical studies and 
engineering technologies; and 
business, computer and public 
service professions. 

The programs offered at the 
college’s eight campuses in Bar-
tow, Cherokee, Cobb, Gilmer, 

Paulding and Pickens counties 
allow students to gain “the skills 
and experience they need for the 
next step in their professional or 
academic careers,” Newcomb 
said.

“Students at Chattahooch-
ee Tech have easy access to a 
high-quality and affordable col-
lege education in programs of 
study that support workforce de-
velopment in our community,” he 
said.
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Chattahochee Tech coming off  recognition-fi lled year

SPECIAL
The radiography program at Chattahoochee Tech, led by Program Director Jamie Bailey, right, 
shown with Abby Carter, has had 100 percent of its graduates pass their national certifi cation 
exam for the past 10 years.

Regarding some of GHC’s 
plans for the upcoming year, 
Green named three projects the 
college will undertake.

“As GHC continues to offer 
a high-quality education at 
one of the lowest rates in the 
country, it will be important, 
looking forward, to maintain 
what GHC does while simulta-
neously looking for new ways 
to prepare students to be ca-

reer-ready graduates with as 
little college debt as possible,” 
he said. “GHC is excited to be 
a part of the Georgia FinTech 
Academy that brings the fi-
nancial-technology industry 
together with 26 University 
System of Georgia institu-
tions, offering education and 
training in a wide range of 
fintech topics and career path-
ways. GHC is thankful for all 
our communities do to help 
share the opportunity for stu-
dents here to earn an excellent 
and affordable degree close to 
home.” 

Georgia Highlands also will 
be celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary in 2020.

“The college started in 1970 
and is excited for the opportu-
nity to share this golden mo-
ment with each of the commu-
nities we serve,” Green said. 

And during the next year, of-
ficials will be looking forward 
to “increasing GHC’s commu-
nity engagement opportunities 
while continuing to build part-
nerships with local businesses, 
civic and religious organiza-
tions as well as our county and 
city school systems,” he added. 

GHC
From Page 2E

SPECIAL
TopRNtoBSN.com ranked Georgia Highlands College at No. 2 on a list of the state’s best online 
nursing programs for registered nurses who want to earn a bachelor’s degree.
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Repair, Service & Tires
All Makes & Models Bartow plans for magnet 

programs, PLC in upcoming year

Big 
Plans

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS, FILE
Read to Grow volunteer Carol Branton, left, gives Cloverleaf Elementary School fi rst-grader Amayrani Flores a high fi ve at the 
completion of a reading exercise.

SPECIAL
A group of 25 juniors at Cass High School signed agreements in December to enroll in the cybersecurity pathway — the Bartow County School System’s fi rst distance learning course — for 
second semester.

BY DONNA HARRIS
donna.harris@daily-tribune.com

The Bartow County School 
District started several suc-
cessful programs last school 
year that will help students 
learn new skills and strengthen 
their existing ones as they jour-
ney toward graduation.

Superintendent Dr. Phillip 
Page cited three accomplish-
ments of which he’s most 
proud from the 2018-19 school 
year. 

“The Bartow County School 
System’s Read to Grow initia-
tive, which works to provide 
additional classroom reading 
support, yielded impressive 
results during its inaugu-
ral year in four elementary 
schools,” he said. “We saw 
reading composite-score 
growth among first-grade stu-
dents as well as gains in other 
areas. In addition to the re-
sults, it has been amazing to 
see local volunteers, business-
es and our faith-based com-
munity rise to the challenge 
and work with our young stu-
dents to master foundational 
reading skills.”

The second accomplishment 
Page mentioned is the three-
year professional learning 
community plan the system be-
gan implementing in late July 
last year.

“Since then, a lot has been 
accomplished,” he said. “The 
district-level guiding coalition, 
comprised of district leaders 
and principals, served as a 
change oversight team. They 
carefully crafted a handbook 
to help all 20 Bartow Coun-
ty schools successfully create 
their own professional learning 
communities. By doing so, we 
are ultimately creating an envi-
ronment for learning that will 
maximize our impact on stu-
dent achievement.”

Another big accomplishment 
occurred in December, when 
the district launched a “spe-

cially designed cybersecurity 
course at Cass High School – 
the first of its kind,” Page said.

“Right now, the first co-
hort of students is working to 
achieve three certifications 
through a new distance learn-
ing opportunity,” he said. 
“We are proud to offer this, as 
these students will be employ-
able immediately upon gradu-
ation, entering a fast-growing 
field.”

As for the next 12 months, 
Page said the 13,400-student 
system will be developing 
magnet programs at Adairs-
ville, Cass and Woodland 
high schools – The Center for 
Advanced Science, Math and 
Technology Studies at AHS, 
The Center for Advanced In-
ternational Studies at CHS 
and The Center for Advanced 
Studies in Medical Sciences at 
WHS. 

“The programs, each with a 
curricular focus, will provide 
students opportunities to pur-
sue specialized interests, de-
velop their talent and extend 
their competencies beyond the 
usual scope of high school,” he 
said. 

Through a collaborative pro-
cess, each school will create a 
magnet team to research and 
design their program of study, 
with support from the central 
office, and in the fall, the dis-
trict will host a magnet open 
house for prospective eighth-
grade students, according to 
Page. 

The application process will 
run through December; stu-
dents who are selected will be 
notified by next February; and 
the first cohort of freshmen 
magnet students will begin 
their programs at the start of 
the 2020-21 school year.

A second goal for the coming 
school year is fully implement-
ing Phase 2 of the PLC process 
in the fall, Page said.

SEE BCSD, PAGE 6E
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The new athletic facility at Cartersville High School should be ready to open when school starts back next month.

Cartersville system looks back 
at successes, ahead to goals

BY DONNA HARRIS
donna.harris@daily-tribune.com

The Cartersville City School 
System hopes to continue the 
success it experienced during 
the recently completed school 
year into the upcoming year.  

The 4,500-student system 
saw everything from construc-
tion projects and improvements 
in school safety to a new trans-
portation plan and an increase 
in community involvement 
during the past year. 

“We are proud of the achieve-
ments of our staff, students and 
school system during the 2018-
19 school year,” Superintendent 
Dr. Marc Feuerbach said. “We 
saw positive outcomes in many 
academic areas and extracur-
ricular areas. Furthermore, 
we saw individual growth for 
many of our students compar-
ing where they started and fin-
ished the year, both in academ-
ics and personal growth.”

One example of how stu-
dents’ individual needs were 
met was Cartersville Primary 
School implementing a daily 
schoolwide intervention time 
from 7:40 to 8:10 a.m.

“This gave all CPS students 
an uninterrupted 30 minutes of 
needs-based instruction, which 
resulted in positive student 
gains,” Feuerbach said.   

Construction on the new, 
nearly completed athletic facil-
ity at Cartersville High School 
“has progressed as planned,” 
the superintendent said.

“This project required the 
high school to make adjust-
ments this past year to include 
a new traffic and bus pattern,” 
he said. “All stakeholders did a 
great job adapting, and for the 
most part, the process was a 
smooth one. We look forward 
to the new facility being ready 
for the start of the school year 
as it is replacing the current 
facility, which is over 35 years 
old.”   

The new building will house 
a multi-station fitness and 
weight room that will accom-
modate a variety of boys’ and 
girls’ sports teams as well 
as physical education classes 
during the school day and a 
sports medicine training and 
treatment suite.  

A new transportation system 
— which provided bus rides 

only for primary and elemen-
tary school students who live 
more than one-half mile from 
their school and for middle and 
high school students who live 
further than 1 mile from their 
school — was implemented 
this year to “address our in-
crease in ridership while si-
multaneously minimizing the 
financial impact on our local 
taxpayers,” Feuerbach said.

“Overall, the plan worked, 
and we are appreciative of the 
grace and understanding our 
stakeholders exhibited as we 
implemented this plan,” he 
said. 

The safety of all four schools 
and their students was “another 
big area where we saw major 
improvements this past school 
year,” Feuerbach said.

“Higher-resolution camer-
as were placed in our school 
buildings, and we increased 
the number of cameras on our 
campuses in an effort to pro-
vide more comprehensive cov-
erage of our campuses with 
video surveillance,” he said. 

“Most of our schools are now 
equipped with access-control 
panels, which prevents un-
authorized individuals from 
entering the building. Our 
schools really focused on their 
lockdown procedures, and I felt 
all of our schools were ready to 
implement their procedures at 
a minute’s notice if needed.” 

The district’s successful 
mentoring program, Mentor 
Canes, continued to gain more 
volunteers from the communi-
ty, and system officials “saw 
amazing relationships built” 
through it, Feuerbach said.

“The number of children we 
can serve has increased because 
of volunteers in our community 
who are stepping forward and 
are willing to serve and stand 
alongside a child during their 
academic journey,” he said. 
“These mentors encourage and 
motivate our students in the 
program, and they are helping 
our students succeed both aca-
demically and personally.” 

SEE CCSD, PAGE 6E

BUILDING AND DEVELOPING



“The work will begin on the 

school level, with each guiding 
coalition leading the collabora-
tive culture while focusing on 
high levels of student learn-
ing,” he said. “Educators will 
start their contractual day a 

little earlier to make that hap-
pen. When teacher-leaders 
meet regularly, take owner-
ship of their school’s mission 
and feel empowered to make a 
difference, students can experi-

ence more than three years of 
growth over the course of only 
one school year. I’m excited to 
see our schools build on the 
foundation that was laid last 
school year.”

And another major goal for 
the system is expanding the 
Read to Grow initiative to all 
12 elementary schools, the su-
perintendent said.  

“We started with 145 volun-

teers, and we need about 500 
to help all first-grade children 
learn sight words and improve 
reading fluency during the 
2019-2020 school year,” he 
said.
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Another systemwide program the 
district decided to implement during 
the last school year was Capturing 
Kids’ Hearts.

“The process assists us with devel-
oping a schoolwide environment that 
strengthens student connectedness 
to others through healthy bonds with 
their teachers and peers by establish-
ing collaborative agreements of ac-
ceptable behavior within the school 
that translates into the community,” 
Feuerbach said.  

In the area of technology, the dis-
trict’s biggest successes were School-
ogy, its online learning system, and 
with its new Cartersville Schools app, 
the superintendent added.  

As for the upcoming school year, 
Feuerbach said Schoology will “con-
tinue to be a focus.”

“This past year, we utilized it, by 
design, at a very basic level,” he said. 
“Our schools will dive deeper in the 

use of this online learning system this 
coming year, and we will also use it 
for digital learning days when inclem-
ent weather or other emergency school 
closures prevent us from coming to 
school.”  

The Capturing Kids’ Hearts and 
Mentor Canes programs also will con-
tinue to be a focus.

“We have over 100 teachers in the 
system trained in the Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts process, and 50 more are par-
ticipating in the training this sum-
mer,” Feuerbach said.

The district also is seeking more 
volunteers for Mentor Canes.

“We have approximately 150 adults 
who are currently mentoring, and we’d 
love to grow this number by another 
50 volunteers for next year,” he said. 
“The relationships that are built will 
last a lifetime, and I encourage any 
adult who can spare one hour a week 
to contact us and volunteer as a men-
tor. Our kids benefi t from these posi-
tive mentor relationships, and this ul-
timately leads to a brighter tomorrow.”  

The district has laid the groundwork 
for a new program to begin at CHS 

when school starts in August. 
“The building blocks are in place 

for U.S. Army JROTC at Cartersville 
High School, and we are excited to 
welcome to class the fi rst 120-plus stu-
dents who registered for JROTC next 
school year,” Feuerbach said.  “This 
program is a fi rst for CHS and one that 
will be a huge benefi t for our school 
and community.”

The superintendent also said school 
offi cials are in the “planning stag-
es of possibly adding construction at 
CHS in the next year or two” and are 
“looking at” computer science options 
at both the middle school and high 
school.

“We are excited about these poten-
tial opportunities, as we believe it will 
just further enhance all of our course 
offerings and opportunities on our 
campuses,” he said. “Furthermore, we 
will also look at how we can continue 
to expose our primary and elemen-
tary students to the numerous career 
pathways we offer in our system. Our 
desire is to see all of our students, 
even at a young age, excited about the 
opportunities to explore and learn in 

specifi c areas they are interested in.”  
Academically, Feuerbach said 

school offi cials will continue to pro-
vide a “rigorous yet personal curricu-
lum to our students.”

“We will look at how our four 
schools are vertically aligned and how 
what we are doing in one grade level 
is impacting the next grade level and 
so on,” he said. “The academic path 
we create for our students should lead 
them all to graduate and be appropri-
ately equipped for the next phase of 
life. This idea will be discussed next 
year within the concept of True Ac-
countability and how we can build, 
maintain or enhance the structures and 
processes needed to best support our 
students and community. This process 
will require time and community in-
volvement but will pay huge dividends 
in regards to student and community 
success, if done appropriately.”  

While the fi ne arts and athletic pro-
grams experienced success “in a va-
riety of ways” at the middle school 
and high school levels last year, the 
system always is “working to be bet-
ter” in those areas, Feuerbach said.  

“Both of these extracurricular areas 
are important to our school communi-
ty because of the high percentage of 
student involvement at our schools,” 
he said. “Our teachers and coaches on 
all levels will continue to collaborate 
together as we build upon past success 
and continue to enhance what we are 
already doing.  We will continue to 
emphasize the importance of fi ne arts, 
athletics and academics and strive to 
offer the very best experiences to our 
students in all three areas.”

The district also will create new 
community partnerships while main-
taining and strengthening its existing 
ones.   

“We are very fortunate in Car-
tersville City Schools to have a wide 
range of ongoing community support,” 
Feuerbach said. “We will continue to 
foster these relationships and build 
new ones because a positive commu-
nity, industry and school relationship 
is pivotal to the success of a school 
system and crucial to providing our 
students with an educational experi-
ence that is truly both personal and 
exceptional.” 

CCSD
From Page 5E

BCSD
From Page 4E

RANDY PARKER/THE DAI-
LY TRIBUNE NEWS, FILE

Cartersville City 
Schools social 
workers Mara Da-
vis, left, and Paula 
Womack, second 
from left, promoted 
the Mentor Canes 
program at the Part-
nership Expo in 
May.
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Steps of Faith inspires through dance at home and abroad
BY MARIE NESMITH

marie.nesmith@daily-tribune.com

Continuing to “spread the 
Gospel through dance,” Julie 
Reeves is the owner and di-
rector of Steps of Faith Dance 
Studio. Situated at 65 Walnut 
Grove Road in Cartersville, 
the studio was established in 
1997.

“I taught for years and years 
and years,” said Reeves, a Car-
tersville resident. “I’ve run the 
studio for a very long time. I’ve 
found as I get older, leading and 
mentoring and making the big 
picture decisions is something 
that I truly enjoy. I also enjoy 
getting to know these kids per-
sonally.

“… I do teach some. But I 
have found that especially go-
ing forward to make a studio 
business, not just a little side 
hobby, but to make it some-
thing that can really make an 
impact in the community is 
what my goal is. And I feel like 

we’re doing that.”

The Daily Tribune News: 
Why did you name your dance 
studio Steps of Faith?

Julie Reeves: I had a partner 
at the time — in the very begin-
ning for the fi rst six months. She 
felt like God called her to call it 
Steps of Faith. I loved it because 
it meshed two of our loves: 
dance and the Lord. It complete-
ly edifi ed exactly what we were 
planning on doing.

DTN: Why did you want this 
to be a faith-based dance studio?

JR: There are a lot of wonder-
ful studios out there, but there 
at the time weren’t any faith-
based studios. That way, we 
can use our faith to spread the 
Gospel through dance. But not 
only that, we provide a very safe 
environment with a faith-based 
atmosphere to teach the children 
more about God, but also more 
about themselves in addition to 
teaching excellence in dance 

and so forth.

DTN: How do you incorpo-
rate faith-based offerings into 
Steps of Faith’s programming?

JR: We have prayer at all of 
our classes, because we feel 
that’s very important. We also 
have coloring sheets that usual-
ly have Scripture on it. We have 
Scripture on the walls. We base 
our decisions upon what we feel 
like God wants us to do as far as 
the business is concerned. Also, 
the songs that we use — the 
performances that we do — are 
meant to inspire.

DTN: What are some of Steps 
of Faith’s accomplishments over 
the past 12 months, since last 
June?

JR: We’ve changed some of 
our programming to include 
more recreational dancers as 
well as our preprofessional 
dancers. We consolidated our 
payment systems to make things 
easier on the families — [an 

all-inclusive pricing model].
… We actually went on our 

fourth international mission trip. 
We went to Kenya [June 22 to July 
6]. It’s the fi rst time we’ve gone to 
Africa. So that was a huge accom-
plishment. We stayed at an orphan-
age. It was an orphanage/boarding 
school kind of situation, where 
children would come who didn’t 
have family or would come to get 
good schooling. It was a Chris-
tian-based place, called Ray of 
Hope. We’re planning on partner-
ing with them in the future to help 
raise money for their books and 
fees and clothing. We were able to 
bring some donations. … We con-
ducted a bunch of dance camps. It 
was awesome. It was amazing. We 
did a little sightseeing, but we were 
there mainly for the kids and to 
teach dance.

DTN: Looking ahead to the 

next year, what are some of 
Steps of Faith’s offerings that 
you are most excited about?

JR: Our Esther program. We 
have a program meant to be 
a moderate program between 
preprofessional, which is pret-
ty intensive, and our recreation 
program for kids [who] just 
come once a week. It’s a mod-
erate program, where they come 
twice a week. We actually added 
an ensemble component to that, 
where they would actually get to 
perform locally, like at nursing 
homes and festivals.

DTN: What has some of your 
favorite moments been over the 
past year?

JR: There was a moment in Af-
rica. We were at a Muslim school. 
They had all different faiths danc-
ing. It was just a neat thing to see 
all these different creeds come to-

gether and just have a great time. 
It truly was amazing.

I’m also very proud of the fact 
that our community raised a lot 
of money to pay for a meal that 
we had out there one Saturday. 
Two-hundred dollars fed like 
300 people. It was a record num-
ber of children that came to our 
campus that day. 

What am I most proud of? 
There’s so many moments that 
I’m very proud of. I’m proud 
of just the everyday accom-
plishments of seeing girls and 
boys being able to do stuff they 
couldn’t do before, didn’t think 
they could do inside the class-
room [and] seeing my staff step 
up to their own leadership roles. 
I’m having a lot more of my 
staff take more leadership roles 
underneath me and that’s been 
fun to just mentor and see them 
accomplish so [much].



BARTOW CUMBERLAND
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

2851 Hwy. 140 N.E. Rydal, GA

Sunday School: 10:00
Worship Service: 11:00

Evening Worship Service: 7:00

Mark Rackley, Pastor

770-382-3896
“A friendly church with a Christ-centered message.”

FREEDOM 
Worship Center

Walking With Jesus Leads to Freedom

Sunday School 
10:00 AM

Sunday Worship 
11:00 AM & 6:00 PM

Wednesday Fellowship 7:00 PM

Childcare Available

Everyone Invited!

1941 Cassville Road, Cartersville, GA
678-899-9646

worshipwithfreedom.com

770-928-2795
www.prayerandpraise.org

“A church family seeking to embrace the Father’s love to worship, to serve, and
to build the Kingdom of God.”

6409 Bells Ferry Road                  Woodstock, GA 30189

Sunday: Discipleship Training .........................................9:30 a.m.
Worship Service and Message ........................10:30 a.m.

Monday: Writer’s Guild .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Women of Destiny..............................................6:30 p.m.

Wednesday: Youth Service ......................................................6:30 p.m.

Larry and Diana Baker, Senior Pastors

(every other Monday)

(every other Monday)

PRAYER & PRAISE
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Service Times:
Sunday Prayer Service 9:15 AM • Sunday School 9:45 AM

Sunday Worship 11 AM & 6 PM • Wednesday 6:30 PM

606 Cassville Road, Cartersville • (770) 606-3826
Senior Pastor, Stephen Cochran

pastorstephenc@gmail.com

Wofford’s Crossroads
Baptist Church

222 Old Tennessee Hwy., White, GA 30184
www.woffordscrossroadsbaptist.org
Email: WCBCbulletin@yahoo.com

Sunday School
10 AM

Worship Service
11 AM

Interim Pastor
Keith Dempsey

Sunday School at 9:45

Worship at 11:00 & 6:00

Wednesday Service at 6:30

Joe Ringwalt, Pastor
79 Rowland Springs Road, S.E.

Cartersville, GA 30121

770-382-4778

Pastor: Rev. J. Clinton Green

Pine Grove 
Baptist Church

Sunday School at 10:00am
Worship at 11:00am

2nd & 4th Sunday Night 6:00pm
Wednesday Night Youth
& Adult Classes 7:00pm

93 Pine Grove Road
Cartersville, GA

770-387-1412
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707 N. Tenn. St., Cartersville 

770-382-9013

Bring your
angel to us ...

• Styling 

• Bathing 

• Coat 

Conditioning 

• Nail 

Clipping 

• Ear 

Cleaning 

• Flea Bath
Callaway & Rubie Jean

ASE MASTER

TECHNICIANS

YOU CAN TRUST!

We service Powerstrokes, Cummins and Duramax.
470-227-8005

88B Wansley Dr. SE, Cartersville, GA 
info@bestautorepairexperience.com

 
Terms and conditions may apply. See store for specifi c details. Coupons cannot be combined with 
any other offers or discounts. Coupon must be presented before services are performed to be 
valid. No guarantee until discounted services are agreed upon. Limit one coupon per customer, 

per visit. Discount applies to regular retail pricing. Shop fees and taxes are extra. 
Expiration 8/31/2019.

  FREE Air Conditioning 

System Check

My AC Isn’t Cold Enough!

FREE A/C System Check. Any further diagnostics, 
if needed, is extra. Includes recording A/C pressures 

and vent temperatures with recommendation 
and advisory.

I Need An Oil Change Soon!
$10 OFF Any Oil Change

Terms and conditions may apply. See store for specifi c details. Coupons cannot be combined with 
any other offers or discounts. Coupon must be presented before services are performed to be 
valid. No guarantee until discounted services are agreed upon. Limit one coupon per customer, 

per visit. Discount applies to regular retail pricing. Shop fees and taxes are extra. 
Expiration 8/31/2019.

$10 OFF Any Oil Change includes vehicle 
inspection, tire pressure adjustment and 

washer  uid top-off

INCLUDES SYNTHETIC & DIESEL

DIAGNOSTICS • ENGINES & TRANSMISSIONS • DIESEL REPAIR • BRAKES • TUNE UPS • TIRES • BELTS • BATTERIESDIAGNOSTICS • ENGINES & TRANSMISSIONS • DIESEL REPAIR • BRAKES • TUNE UPS • TIRES • BELTS • BATTERIES

 Ready to Experience ...
The BEST in Auto Repair!

We want to help alleviate the stress that automotive services create 
by offering a relaxing waiting area, refreshments, games,

UBER (shuttle home), free WIFI and much more!

Cartersville venues 
‘entertain and 

delight’ theatergoers
BY MARIE NESMITH

marie.nesmith@daily-tribune.com

Recording successful seasons 
over the past year, The Grand 
Theatre and The Legion The-
atre continue to help anchor 
downtown Cartersville’s arts 
scene.

The Grand Theatre
Established in 1910, The 

Grand Theatre is situated at 7 
N. Wall St. and features about 
500 seats.

“The Grand’s most recent 
season was incredibly success-
ful,” said Kristy Montgom-
ery, program director for The 
Grand. “From well-sold and 
exciting camp productions to 
beautifully performed Christ-
mas shows — Atlanta Pops, 
‘The Nutcracker Ballet’ and 
the ‘Nativity Ballet’ — we 

were pleased by both our in-
house programming as well as 
our rental performances. Some 
notable programs included our 
senior camp show, ‘Grease’ — 
which was sponsored by Af-
fordable Remodeling and Roof-
ing — and our Grand Youth 
Theatre production of ‘Seussi-
cal Jr.’”

Looking back, Montgomery 
shared the 2018-2019 Century 
Bank Entertainment Series fea-
tured a bevy of memorable mo-
ments. Kicking off in Novem-
ber 2018, the offering featured 
fi ve concerts through April 13. 
The artists included Still Stand-
ing — A Tribute to Elton John, 
the Atlanta Pops Orchestra, The 
Travelin’ McCourys, Little Tex-
as and Darryl Worley.

“Our Entertainment Series 
gave us some incredible per-
formances and opportunities 

— even including the ‘oppor-
tunity’ to see how we could 
respond to our ceiling falling 
in just four hours before show-
time,” Montgomery said. “Of 
course, that particular situation 
allowed us to host the newly 
Grammy Award-winning Trav-
elin’ McCourys after their big 
win instead of before, so we 
think we came out ahead in the 
long run.

“Another incredible moment 
in our programming this year 
came from new renters, CK 
DanceWorks, who performed 
nine shows over six days, each 
one essentially sold out. It was 
incredible to watch their or-
ganization maneuver through 
such a big undertaking in our 
space, and we look forward to 
hosting them again.”

In the next 12 months, Mont-
gomery noted “Grand Theatre 
patrons can expect more op-
portunities to enjoy incredible 
performances.” Along with the 
return of a spring adult musical, 
the venue also plans to update 
some of its technology.

“In late July, our senior camp 
will be presenting ‘Matilda the 
Musical,’” she said. “In Octo-
ber, the Grand Youth Theatre 
will present ‘The Music Man, 
Jr.’ Later in the fall, our yet-to-
be-announced Entertainment 
Series will kick off again, and 
we’ll have our exciting holiday 
shows [to] offer yet again.

“At the beginning of 2020, 
we’ll be producing ‘Senior She-
nanigans’ again, and we’ll have 
a full spring season of dance 
recitals. In addition to these 
public performances, we’ll also 
be showing off some of our re-
vamped educational program-
ming to our school groups who 
come to the theater for fi eld 
trips.”

Further details about The 
Grand Theatre’s offerings can 
be obtained by calling 770-386-
7343 or visiting The Grand’s 
website, http://thegrandtheatre.
org, or ticket offi ce Monday 
through Friday from 8 to 11 
a.m. and 12:30 to 5 p.m.

The Legion Theatre
From new works to classic 

tales, The Pumphouse Players’ 
most recent season featured 
sold-out shows that entertained 
theatergoers while earning a to-
tal of eight Metropolitan Atlan-
ta Theater Award nominations.

“Over the past year, we have 
been working hard to spread the 
news about our shows and pro-
gramming and become more 
involved with the vibrant down-
town community,” PHP Pres-

ident Laurel Ann Lowe said. 
“We offered well-known shows, 
like ‘Little Women’ and ‘Frost/
Nixon,’ to sold-out crowds from 
around the Cartersville-Bartow 
County area and, on the fl ip 
side, offered an opportunity for 
community members to take 
part in the play development 
process by presenting readings 
of new plays by local play-
wrights.”

“Frost/Nixon” and ““Little 
Women: The Broadway Musi-
cal,” — performed at The Le-
gion Theatre in March and May 
respectively — received high 
marks from MAT judges, who 
evaluated each production in 
various categories. 

The MAT accolades, which rec-
ognize plays and individual per-
formances in community and non-

union professional theater, will be 
presented Aug. 25 at the Roswell 
Cultural Arts Center.

Along with Kip Henderson 
being recognized in the Leading 
Actor/play category for his por-
trayal of Richard M. Nixon in 
“Frost/Nixon,” the PHP’s “Lit-
tle Women” hit the right notes 
in the MAT’s musical division. 
The latter production captured 
seven nominations: Best Mu-
sical; Leading Actress, Grace 
Weeks as Jo March; Major Sup-
porting Actress, Ann-Marie 
Thomas as Marmee March; Set 
Design, Bob Whaley; Costume 
Design, Sandy Cunningham; 
Music Direction, Bill Brown; 
and Lighting Design, Jason 
Branham and Jessica Green.

RANDY PARKER/DTN
Above, comedian James 
Gregory, known to many 
as “...the funniest man in 
America,” entertained more 
than 400 people at the Grand 
Theatre in Cartersville with 
Southern-style stories about 
events in his life. Left, The 
Legion Theatre.

SEE THEATERS, PAGE 10F



WE’VE BEEN SERVING CARTERSVILLE 
AND THE SURROUNDING AREA SINCE 2012

Our New Event Venue

Why choose us? Because we offer:
• Affordable burials and cremations in our on-site crematory
• Personalized church burials
• Expert preplanning services
• Distinguished veteran tributes
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Savoy Automobile Museum eyes late 2020 opening
BY MARIE NESMITH

marie.nesmith@daily-tribune.com

Anticipated to be an “ev-
er-changing and evolving venue,” 
the Savoy Automobile Museum is 
tentatively set to open in late 2020.

The museum will be the fourth 
Georgia Museums Inc. entity in 
Cartersville. GMI also operates 
the Bartow History Museum and 
a pair of Smithsonian affi liates 
— Booth Western Art Museum 
and Tellus Science Museum.

“Georgia Museums Inc. is tru-
ly an incredible asset to this com-
munity, state, region and coun-
try,” said Macra Adair, Savoy’s 
executive director. “The Booth 
has a strong presence within the 
fi ne art world. Tellus has set the 

bar as a family-friendly science 
center. The Bartow History Mu-
seum conveys the rich history of 
our community and how Bartow 
has evolved because of it.

“At Savoy, we’ve come to learn 
that everyone has a connection to 
a car, and every car has a story 
to tell. We hope to complement 

our sister museums by connect-
ing the general public with these 
stories.”

Savoy’s main museum build-
ing — located at the intersection 
of Highway 20 and Highway 411 
— is anticipated to include exhi-
bition spaces, a cafe, gift shop, 
special events area, theater and 

administrative offi ces. 
“We began grading the 35-

acre property the summer of 
2018 and continue to do so as 
plans evolve,” Adair said. “The 
Savoy will be comprised of three 
separate footprints: the physi-
cal museum structure at rough-
ly 65,000 square feet; a garage/
storage facility at 35,000 square 
feet; and an outdoor covered pa-
vilion at 15,000 square feet. We 
began erecting structural block 
and pouring footers on the ga-
rage/storage facility in the spring 
of 2019 and will begin installing 
steel later this summer.

“Construction of the museum 
itself is on schedule to start in 
early fall 2019. From a timeline 
perspective, the overall exterior 

design of the Savoy has been fi -
nalized, leading the way for con-
struction to begin. The interior 
design elements are continuing 
to evolve in ways that are exceed-
ing our expectations.”

For Adair, the Savoy will offer 
a unique viewing experience.

“The perception of car muse-
ums across the world encompass 
converted warehouses and glo-
rifi ed garages showcasing a sin-
gle collection,” she said. “These 
museums are wonderful in their 
own right. When we began this 
process, we wanted to be some-
thing different.

“First, the Savoy is being de-
signed and built so that it feels 
like it was made to tell the 
unique and diverse history of the 

automotive industry. Secondly, 
we want to showcase more than 
our collection.”

Once open, the Savoy will 
feature four gallery spaces to 
display exhibits, and one gallery 
to highlight the museum’s collec-
tion.

“The other gallery spaces will 
be fi lled with cars loaned from 
individuals, enthusiasts, museums 
and both private/public collec-
tions,” Adair said. “Our plan is 
to curate exhibitions on any given 
automotive theme, borrow com-
plementing vehicles and rotate 
these exhibitions on a varying 
schedule every four to six months. 
Unlike the vast majority of other 
car museums, the Savoy will be 
ever-changing and evolving.”

Heritage Baptist Church: Sharing a heritage of help and healing, hope and home
BY MICHAEL TUTTEROW

Lead Pastor, 
Heritage Baptist Church

In 1987, as Bartow County be-
gan experiencing rapid growth, a 
core group of about a 100 deeply 
committed people sensed a call 
to leave downtown Cartersville 
and begin a new church.

They envisioned a church that 
would appeal to the growing di-
versity of the community as well 
as one that allowed diversity of 
thought. They also wanted to 
build a church that was as pas-
sionate about helping others as it 
was about worshipping God. So 
they planted a church in a cotton 
fi eld on the growing edge of town 
with an open mind to explore 
spiritual truths, an open heart for 
God and others, and open hands 
toward those in need.

For the past 32 years, Heritage 
Baptist Church has been telling 
the story of God’s love in pro-
gressive and creative ways. Early 
on the church developed a unique 
Church Covenant that sketched 
out its vision to be an inclusive 
congregation “that accepts all 
who confess Jesus as Savior and 
Lord, recognizes all modes of 
Christian baptism, and... is com-
mitted to loving God and all peo-
ple.” 

From its fi rst days, women 
and men have shared equally in 
leadership at Heritage, includ-
ing the role of ministers and 
deacons — a progressive stance 
among Baptists in the late-1980s. 
The church practices “hands-on” 
lay leadership with teams of lay 
members using their gifts and 
abilities to serve others.

Heritage members actively serve 
as “the presence of Christ” in the 
community, caring for others reg-
ularly alongside local missions 
partners like Advocates for Chil-
dren, the Good Neighbor Homeless 
Shelter, Habitat for Humanity and 
Tranquility House Women’s Shel-
ter. For the past seven years, HBC 
members have provided an af-
ter-school reading program at Em-
erson Elementary School where 
volunteer “Reading Buddies” work 
with about 25 children in growing 
their reading skills.

Each month church members 
also cook up and deliver Meals-
on-Wheels lunches to dozens of 
local residents. And each week, the 
church prepares 18 backpacks with 
food that local schools distribute 
to children for the weekends, part 
of the county’s Backpack Buddies 
program. In 2003, Heritage began 
its annual Operation Inasmuch, 
which involves dozens of church 
members in local community ser-

vice projects. This past April, fi ve 
other Bartow churches partnered 
for OPIN’s day of service, offer-

ing care to community residents in 
need through several dozen proj-
ects. This fall, the church will host 

a “food pack” where volunteers 
will put together dried food items 
for some 20,000 meals that will be 

shipped to orphanages overseas.

SEE HBC, PAGE 9F

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Savoy Automobile Museum is eyeing a late 2020 opening.



6F Sunday, July 28, 2019 • www.daily-tribune.com Arts & Religion  The Daily Tribune News



www.daily-tribune.com • Sunday, July 28, 2019  7FArts & ReligionThe Daily Tribune News



8F Sunday, July 28, 2019 • www.daily-tribune.com Arts & Religion  The Daily Tribune News

PERSONAL CARE LIVING
“Celebrate Life. Find Home.”

• Service Rich Environment
• Health Maintenance Activities Provided

• Stop by for a tour and lunch.
Make sure to ask about our monthly specials.

Call Whitney at 770-382-8989

Personal Care Home Personal Care Home
16 Roving Rd.

Cartersville, GA 30121
770-382-8989

241 Nelson St.
Cartersville, GA 30121

770-386-8147

Linda - In the Driver’s Seat!

Whitney Johnson & Yoda

Georgia Museums Inc. 
venues mark attendance, 
anniversary milestones

BY MARIE NESMITH
marie.nesmith@daily-tribune.com

Celebrating attendance highs 
and anniversary milestones, 
Georgia Museums Inc.’s venues 
experienced a period of pros-
perity over the last 12 months. 
Along with the Bartow History 
Museum, GMI’s facilities also 
include two Smithsonian affi li-
ates — Booth Western Art Mu-
seum and Tellus Science Mu-
seum — and the future Savoy 
Automobile Museum.

“The past year has been an 
exciting year at Georgia Muse-
ums,” GMI Chief Operations 
Offi cer Cathy Lee Eckert said. 
“In 2019, nearly 272,000 visi-
tors came to the museums. Tel-
lus celebrated welcoming its 2 
millionth visitor since opening 
in 2009. The Booth museum 
broke a record and had its high-
est attendance ever and Bar-
tow History Museum had the 
second highest attendance in a 
calendar year. An impressive 
number of changing exhibits, 
educational programs and fun 
events were hosted in each mu-
seum throughout the year, with 
the help of a dedicated staff and 
volunteer corps.

“We look forward to offer-
ing even more cultural oppor-
tunities to the community and 
visitors with the addition of a 
fourth museum – Savoy Auto-
mobile Museum. It is scheduled 
to open in late 2020 and will be 

located on the corner of US-411 
and GA-20. Savoy will offer ro-
tating exhibits featuring classic 
and vintage automobiles.”

Bartow History Museum
Setting a record number of 

participants in the museum’s 
school fi eld trip programs, BHM 
Director Trey Gaines called the 
last year a “great one” for his 
venue. In a span of 12 months, 
more than 10,000 visitors — in-
cluding students — took part in 
the curriculum-based offering.

Along with the visitation 
achievement, the Bartow Histo-
ry Museum featured engaging 
exhibits and programming.

“New and returning visitors 
learned more about agriculture 
and the 1950s in Bartow County 
through our two feature exhibits 
this year and other related pro-
gramming,” Gaines said. “One 
of our newest event offerings 
this year was the Sip ‘n Stroll 
guided tours around downtown 
Cartersville. These walks have 
covered a variety of themes, 
including food history and true 
crime, and have sold out each 
time we’ve offered one.

“The museum also received a 
grant from the Digital Library 
of Georgia to digitize a collec-
tion of documents preserved in 
the archives that will soon be-
come available online and aid 
researchers and genealogists. 
Also this year, we launched a 
new website that we hope will 

make information about the 
museum’s programs, facilities 
and resources more visible and 
useful to our members and vis-
itors.”

Formed in 1987, BHM’s gift 
shop, multi-purpose room, and 
permanent and temporary ex-
hibits have been housed in 
the 1869 Courthouse — 4 E. 
Church St. in Cartersville, un-
der the Church Street bridge — 
since December 2010. Divided 
into six galleries, the permanent 
exhibits include “A Sense of 
Place,” “Bartow Beginnings,” 
“Community Champions,” 
“People at Work,” “The Coming 
War” and “Toward New Hori-
zons.”

Serving as Bartow’s court-
house from 1869 to 1902, the 
museum’s two-story brick 
building was utilized for a va-
riety of purposes in the 1900s, 
some of which included a roller 
skating rink, furniture store and 
warehouse. After sitting vacant 
since the 1980s, the structure 
was acquired by the city of Car-
tersville in 1995 and renovat-
ed with $1.7 million in Special 
Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 
funds.

“For the upcoming year, we 
will continue to offer several 
of our signature events, includ-
ing Baked Goods & Backyard 
Farms and the History Hustle 
5K,” Gaines said. “We will also 
offer another historic bus tour 
and cemetery tour giving partic-

ipants new ways to experience 
and become familiar with the 
rich history that surrounds us.

“Our next feature exhibit will 
highlight the 150th anniversary 
of the 1869 Courthouse.  For 
nearly 10 years now, we have 
enjoyed our location in this 
beautiful and historic structure, 
and we look forward to telling 
the history of its construction 
and uses over the years.”

For more information about 
the BHM and its exhibits and 
programs, call 770-382-3818 or 
visit http://bartowhistorymuse-
um.org.

Booth Western Art Museum
As part of its 15th anniversary 

celebration, the Booth museum 
unveiled one of its most notable 
exhibits, “Treasures From the 
Frederic Remington Art Muse-
um and Beyond,” in September 
2018.

“The highlight of the year for 
the Booth Western Art Museum 
was the major Frederic Reming-
ton retrospective exhibition that 
broke our temporary exhibition 
attendance record, as well as 
helping us have our best overall 
attendance year ever,” said Seth 
Hopkins, executive director of 
the Booth museum. “The show 
included approximately 75 piec-
es of art, of which only six were 
sculpture, allowing us to focus 
on Remington’s other artis-
tic media, including drawings, 
paintings and print making. In 
addition to great attendance 
during that period of time, we 
also had some excellent pro-
gramming involving scholars 
and collectors from around the 
country.”

Situated at 501 Museum 

Drive, the Booth is known 
worldwide for its extensive col-
lection of contemporary West-
ern art. The 120,000-square-
foot venue became an Affi liate 
of the Smithsonian Institution 
in 2006. The museum offers a 
variety of exhibit spaces, some 
of which include the Civil War 
gallery; Sculpture Court; a pres-
idential gallery; the “Picturing 
America” photography gallery; 
and the interactive children’s 
gallery, Sagebrush Ranch.

“In addition to the highly suc-
cessful Remington exhibition, 
the Booth took a major step for-
ward in presenting high quality 
art exhibitions this year,” Hop-
kins said. “By showcasing the art 
of American master artists, such 
as Quang Ho, Scott Christensen, 
T. Allen Lawson and the current 
group of six outstanding Navajo 
master artists, we are bringing 
truly world class art to Carters-
ville and Bartow County.

“While some of these artists 
do not produce work that would 
fi t under a narrow defi nition of 
Western art, we are continuing 
to push the boundaries of the 
genre and look at artists who 
live in the West and respond 
to their surroundings or artists 
who may live in the East but are 
interested in Western subjects. 
In either case, we are mainly fo-
cused on identifying artists who 
are producing work of the high-
est quality.”

The Booth museum wel-
comed nearly 65,000 visitors 
in 2018, the majority of whom 
were from the metro-Atlanta 
area and around Chattanooga, 
Tennessee.

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Above, the Tellus Science Museum celebrates its 2 millionth visitor. Below, the Bartow County 
History Museum’s 1950s exhibit.

SEE MUSEUMS, PAGE 10F
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BY REGINA WHEELER
Director of Operations, Cartersville-

Bartow County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau

In 1950 a Civil Rights victory 
was achieved when George Wash-
ington Carver Park (GWCP) was 
established and John Loyd Atkin-
son became the fi rst black man 
to be hired as superintendent of a 
Georgia State Park. This would 
impact many black Georgians as 
Atkinson developed the park and 
formed relationships with the At-
lanta Girl Scout Council, so that 
many generations could enjoy the 
beach and the freedom of Alla-
toona’s shoreline.

Ultimately, the girl scouts for-
mally established Camp Pine Acres 
adjacent to GWCP in 1956. Both 
parks thrived for the fi rst two de-
cades. Atkinson left GWCP in 1958. 
At this time Cartersville resident 
Clarence Benham became the new 
superintendent and operated the 
park alongside his family. His son 
Robert Benham, who would later 
become Georgia’s fi rst black Su-
preme Court Chief Justice, “had the 
pleasure of growing up at the park.” 
Justice Benham shares that “most 
people saw the park as a refuge” 
from day-to-day life, and “looked 
forward to the weekend when they 

could come to The Beach.”
In 1970, GWCP’s lease was trans-

ferred from Georgia’s park system 
to Bartow County. A countywide 
effort to preserve and share our 
communities’ African American 
history led Bartow County to task 
the Cartersville-Bartow Coun-
ty Convention & Visitors Bureau 
(CVB) to redevelop GWCP and 
establish a plan for sharing its his-
tory with new visitors. Under new 
management of the CVB, the park 
was fully renovated in 2017 and 
now features interpretive signage 
as well as the beach, picnic areas, 
a large outdoor shelter and interior 
event hall, a playground, boat ramp, 
and canoe and kayak rentals. While 
the park is open for day-use season-
ally, the indoor and outdoor shelters 
are available for rentals year-round.

Next door, Camp Pine Acres wit-
nessed the end of segregation and 
enjoyed expansions and improve-
ments for 50 years. In 2017 the Girl 
Scouts of Greater Atlanta found it 
could no longer economically sus-
tain the 210-acre property. In 2018, 
Bartow County assumed the Pine 
Acres lease and once again turned 
to the CVB for the park’s manage-
ment and redevelopment.

In 2019, the CVB established 
a Parks Division with two full-
time and fi ve part-time employ-

ees. Though renovation at Pine 
Acres greatly exceeded the needs 
at GWCP, the CVB successfully 
completed the task of restoring 
and repurposing Pine Acres’ 21 
buildings, getting the expansive 
swimming pool in working order, 
replacing the dock, roofi ng, heating 
and air conditioning, and interior 
furnishings, while making miles of 
trails and pathways safe for visitors.

The camp is now Pine Acres 
Retreat, Bartow County’s newest 
facility available for individual 
lakeside getaways, family reunions, 
church or corporate retreats, wed-
dings and much more. Multiple 
indoor and outdoor event venues, 
overnight lodging with cottages, 
campsites and bathhouses, a pool, 
picnic shelters, swimming dock, 
pebble beach and canoe and kay-
ak rentals are available to guests 
by reservation year-round. The se-
cluded, waterfront setting on Lake 
Allatoona and its Mid-Century 
Modern lodges and meeting halls 
are so scenic that producers for 
Netfl ix and Fox TV fi lmed scenes 
there prior to the park’s re-opening 
earlier this year.

Finally, for the fi rst time since 
1950, the 600 acres of Lake Alla-
toona shoreline along Bartow Carv-
er Road are once again on common 
ground and available for all to en-

joy. Learn more about the parks at 
http://visitcartersvillega.org/gwcp/ 

or http://visitcartersvillega.org/par/.
For reservations, call the Carters-

ville-Bartow County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau at 770-387-1357.

Cartersville Civil rights-era park, Girl Scout camp back on common ground and open to the public

Art in Bartow Grant Researcher position offers ‘unique 
blend of community engagement, advocacy and research’

BY MARIE NESMITH
marie.nesmith@daily-tribune.com

As the Art in Bartow Grant 
Researcher, Hannah Cook is 
helping strengthen the commu-
nity’s arts scene. Her position 
was created by a Bartow Public 
Art Research Grant awarded by 
the Cartersville-Bartow Coun-
ty Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau’s board of directors.

“This project officially 
launched on June 17, and we’re 
starting with interviews across 
the county as we begin to doc-
ument shared objectives and 
goals for the arts,” Cook said. 
“From here, we’ll identify, con-
nect and organize the resources 
already in place as we look to 
the opportunities for the fu-
ture.”

Valued at $25,000, the Bar-
tow Public Art Researcher 
grant — which is the first step 
to the creation of a Bartow 
public arts organization — will 
be funded solely by hotel and 
motel taxes.

According to the CVB’s 

news release, “As the recip-
ient of the Bartow Public 
Art Researcher Grant, Cook 
is charged with building a 
countywide consensus among 
leaders, residents, artists and 
the corporate community of 
what a unified public art pro-
gram should bring to the qual-
ity of life and economic vital-
ity of Bartow County. In so 
doing, she will be calling on a 
wide range of people through-
out the county to initiate dis-
cussions intended to lead to 
a comprehensive plan for the 

display and creation of public 
art countywide.

“… While the Public Art Re-
search Grant has a 12-month 
duration, the goal is that the 
researcher will successfully 1) 
[analyze] other Georgia com-
munities’ public arts programs 
and determine best practices; 
2) determine existing city or 
county ordinances that po-
tentially impact a public arts 
program; 3) recommend an 
organizational structure for a 
sustainable Bartow arts pro-
gram; 4) develop a database of 
local art resources; and 5) cat-
alog potential grants and other 
funding sources for arts pro-
gramming, which will enhance 
public appreciation and con-
tribute to sustained economic 
growth.”

In addition to leading the 
Rome Little Theatre, Cook’s 
professional experience in-
cludes being the creative team 
project manager for Dave Ram-
sey’s The Lampo Group and 
manager of special projects 
development and marketing for 

Word Entertainment, both in 
Nashville, Tennessee.

“I was first introduced to 
the Art in Bartow research 
grant through the Rome Area 
Council for the Arts,” Cook 
said. “The timing was perfect 
as I’d just decided to leave my 
position as executive director 
for Rome Little Theatre. I was 
drawn to the position of Art in 
Bartow Grant Researcher as it 
offered a unique blend of com-
munity engagement, advocacy 
and research.

“Most of my career has been 
in and around the arts, from 
record labels, music events 
and radio marketing. I love 
to see a project through from 
concept to completion. My 
husband, David, and I brought 
our two young girls to Rome 
in January of 2016. They are 
now in school full time and I 
am thrilled to dive into this 
project, which allows me to 
continue to work within the 
arts, and to further the art 
objectives in Cartersville and 
Bartow County.”

Cook

Heritage also reaches beyond its local community through a va-
riety of international partnerships. In 2015, church members spent 
a week working on projects in the Dominican Republic, as well 
as hosting a small medical clinic there. Previously, Heritage sent 
medical mission teams to the southern state of Chiapas, Mexico. 
The trips grew out the passion of one church member, a pediatri-
cian in the community, who participated in a mission trip 11 years 
ago and came back and founded Medical Missions, Unlimited, a 
non-profi t medical ministry. Last year, 29 church members (youth 
and adults) spent a week in Puerto Rico working in hurricane re-
lief efforts.

Heritage also partners with a sister church, Mount of Olives 
Baptist Church in Holguin, Cuba. With the political changes in 
that country, church members are hopeful of sending a ministry 
team there in the near future. In Balama, Liberia, the church has 
shared in projects sponsored by the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship and Orphan Aid Liberia. Several church members played 
key roles in the construction of a new orphanage in the Balama 
community and in the development of solar energy panels for that 
facility. And last year, the church began supporting Amani Sasa, a 
ministry that helps vulnerable refugees and their families who are 
traumatized, abused, traffi cked and/or vulnerable to exploitation 
in Kampala, Uganda.

From its earliest days when it met for worship in a bank build-
ing, Heritage set out to become a community-focused church. 
Now, Heritage continues to share help and healing, hope and 
home in Bartow and beyond. And just as that core group envi-
sioned, we continue to be a church with open hands, open minds 
and open hearts.

— Michael Tutterow has served as the Lead Pastor of Heritage 
Baptist Church since January 2011.

HBC
From Page 5F
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“The most extensive exhibition 
the Booth museum has ever un-
dertaken will open to the public 
on Aug. 25, when ‘Warhol and the 
West’ begins a four month run,” 
Hopkins said. “This is a national 
traveling exhibition, organized by 
the Booth and two other venues, 
and includes more than 100 objects 
and works of art. It will travel to 
Oklahoma in the winter of 2020 
and to Washington state in the 
spring of 2020. 

“In addition, there is a major 
144-page art book coming out at 
the time of the opening as a com-
panion guide to the show. Booth 
Circle members will be the fi rst to 
see the exhibit during a special pre-
view on Aug. 23 and all members 
are invited to a pre-opening event 
on Aug. 24. Individuals wishing to 
take part in one of these events are 
urged to contact the membership 
department at the Booth.”

Further details about the Booth 
can be obtained by calling 770-
387-1300 or visiting http://booth-
museum.org.

Tellus Science Museum
Like its sister museums, Tellus 

celebrated a year fi lled with mile-
stones.

“This past January we celebrat-
ed our 10th birthday with a fun 
Birthday Party, where we had over 

1,700 guests attending, two-thirds 
of whom were members,” said Jose 
Santamaria, the museum’s exec-
utive director. “In April, we wel-
comed our 2 millionth visitor since 
opening. This was a very heart-
warming moment for us, realizing 
how many people we have exposed 
to our cool science exhibits and 
programs.”

Over the past year, he shared, Tel-
lus was named the Best Attraction 
for 2018 in the Cartersville-Bartow 
County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau’s People’s Choice Awards, 
and featured “three outstanding” 
special exhibitions: “Meteorite 
Headlines,” “Georgia Stone” and 
“Human Plus.”

“These special exhibits, which 
change once or twice a year in each 
of our special exhibit galleries, are 
one of the reasons visitors come 
back and for our high membership 
rates,” Santamaria said. “Another 
reason for return visitation is our 
schedule of special events, from 
Night at the Museum, Heavy Metal 
in Motion, Superhero Saturday and 
more.

“This past RockFest, for exam-
ple, had record attendance with 
4,000 visitors attending our two-
day event. We also got national rec-
ognition during the lunar eclipse in 
January when the Weather Chan-
nel used our live feed for updates 
during their updates.”

An expansion of the former 
Weinman Mineral Museum, Tel-
lus opened at 100 Tellus Drive in 
January 2009 and became a Smith-

sonian affi liate during its fi rst year.
Along with the Collins Fam-

ily My Big Backyard, the 
120,000-square-foot museum is 
comprised of three other main gal-
leries — Millar Science in Motion, 
Weinman Mineral Gallery and the 
Fossil Gallery — a 120-seat digital 
planetarium, solar house and ob-
servatory.

In 2018, Tellus recorded nearly 
200,000 visitors, 40,000 of whom 
were students taking part in an or-
ganized offering.

Looking ahead, Santamaria 
said, Tellus’ staff is “very excited 
about some upcoming exhibits:

‘Reaching for the Moon’ 
[opened] on July 20, the 50th an-
niversary of the fi rst moon landing. 
This special exhibit covers 60 years 
of lunar exploration and all we have 
learned about the moon since then. 
A companion permanent exhibit, 
our Astronaut Wall, [opened] on 
the same day and will exhibit au-
tographed photos of famous astro-
nauts, some of whom have lectured 
at Tellus. An important piece is the 
‘Moonwalkers,’ signed by 11 of the 
12 Apollo astronauts who walked 
on the moon.

· ‘Leonardo da Vinci: Machines 
in Motion’ opens May 2020 and fo-
cuses on bringing the engineering 
drawings of Leonardo to life. The 
exhibit will include many models 
based on his work.”

For more information about the 
museum and its events and pro-
grams, call 770-606-5700 or visit 
http://tellusmuseum.org.

Museums
From Page 8F

RANDY PARKER/DTN
As he signs 

books in the 
gift shop of the 
Booth Western 

Art Museum, 
entertainer 

Marty Stuart 
speaks with 

one of the many 
attendees of the 

opening of his 
photography 

exhibit “Amer-
ican Ballads: 

The Photo-
graphs of Marty 

Stuart,” which  
ran through 

Nov. 18 at the 
Booth.

“Our board of directors has been ecstatic to 
see the happiness of audience members when 
they leave our shows and events,” Lowe said. 
“‘Little Women’ was a major undertaking for us, 
and it ended up as a major accomplishment: sell-
ing out all six shows and garnering seven MAT 
awards.

“One of our most seasoned members — Kip 
Henderson — was also MAT-nominated for his 
performance as Richard Nixon. We have seen 
many newcomers and fi rst-timers on our stage 
this year, and I cannot overstate how exciting it is 
to see our newbies take the stage.”

Opened in 1940, the 70-seat Legion Theatre at 
114 W. Main St. is operated by the PHP.

To meet the need for an organized theater 
group, The Pumphouse Players was formed in 
1975 by a small group of people, led by the late 
Don Kordecki. The troupe’s fi rst production, 
“Mary, Mary” was presented in the offi ces of the 
once abandoned First National Bank loan offi ce 
on Main Street. The PHP performed at several 
venues — Episcopal Church of the Ascension, 
American Legion Hall, Bartow Carver Camp 
Recreation Hall and The Grand Theatre — be-
fore fi nding a permanent home at The Legion 
Theatre in 1993.

“In our upcoming milestone 45th season, au-
diences can expect many, many opportunities to 

laugh; to see some familiar characters in new sit-
uations; and to enjoy well-written work that we 
believe has something for everyone,” Lowe said. 
“If you like Shakespeare, zombies and/or irrev-
erent humor, try ‘Living Dead in Denmark.’ Pre-
fer a classic comedy? ‘Drinking Habits,’ ‘Closed 
for the Holidays,’ ‘Men are Dogs’ or ‘Present 
Laughter’ might scratch the itch.

“Lovers of literature and history might en-
joy ‘Recommended Reading for Girls’ or ‘Ada 
and the Engine.’ We really tried to hone in on 
the types of plays that entertain and delight our 
community.”

Looking ahead, the PHP will center its atten-
tion on original works and the Pumphouse Ju-
nior program.

“Over the next year,” Lowe said, “we are 
working on expanding our new works program, 
which supports the development of new plays, 
and our Pumphouse Junior children’s theater 
program, which supports theater education for 
youth ages 5-18.

“We also believe that art should be accessible, 
which is why we instituted a Front of House vol-
unteer program that allows patrons the opportu-
nity to earn free tickets by volunteering to run 
concessions or box offi ce. We are committed to 
serving and entertaining our community, since 
we are so generously supported by the Carters-
ville-Bartow County Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau.”

For more information about the PHP’s offer-
ings, visit http://pumphouseplayers.com or call 
770-387-2610.

Theaters
From Page 4F
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Brokers, developers 
largely optimistic 
over Bartow’s 
market in 2020

BY JAMES SWIFT
james.swift@daily-tribune.com

According to the latest Bartow County tax digest numbers, the 
combined worth of the county’s residential, industrial and com-
mercial properties comes out to about $10.2 billion.

And with both the local and national economy in an upswing, 
local realtors, developers and investors seem to agree that, when 
it comes to real estate investments, land in Bartow County is des-
tined to increase in value — across the board — in the year ahead.

Still, there are plenty of questions heading into 2020 concern-
ing the local real estate market. Just how much will a lack of af-
fordable housing inventory impact sales? To what extent will fears 
of another housing bubble affect prices? And when it comes to 
commercial investments, what sort of businesses are fl ocking to 
Bartow in droves, and what sort of amenities are they looking for?

To answer these hot-button questions, The Daily Tribune News  
reached out to two individuals who certainly have their thumbs on 
the local market’s pulse: Josh McWhorter, founder and president of 
Cartersville-based McWhorter Capital Partners, and Leah Harper 
Bush, a broker representing Cartersville’s H&H Realty, LLC.

The Daily Tribune News (DTN): To begin, do you have any 
general thoughts on Bartow’s real estate market heading into 
2020?

Josh McWhorter (JM): In general, I think our market is fairly 
strong but primarily due to Bartow’s location and pricing. Macro 
trends could negatively affect us, but with supply being limited, I 
feel any blip on the radar will be short-term. 

DTN: When it comes to the County’s residential market, do you 
have any insights into the current housing inventory? What’s most 
in demand, and what is Bartow lacking?

JM: No doubt the biggest demand is $200,000-$250,000 or less. 
Unbelievably, that’s coming close to the criteria of affordable hous-
ing. At this point, we’re still behind on multifamily, but I know 
several projects are in the works and understand a lot of challenges 
are faced when developing scalable projects from the governmen-
tal side as well as the economics of the development itself. 

Leah Harper Bush (LHB): I see a lot of demand in affordable 
housing, particularly the $250,000 and below price range. Bartow 
County is defi nitely lacking in that category. We are also seeing 
many buyers wanting more land, whether it be a house on one acre 
or 10 acres. As of mid-July 2019, there are seven properties listed 
for sale with 10 acres in the whole county under $500,000, with all 
seven of those being in Kingston and/or Adairsville. As our coun-
ty continues to grow, land is becoming more and more expensive.

DTN: Do you have any thoughts on how housing prices may 
change in the year ahead — i.e., do you see prices continuing to climb, 
or is the market due for a “correction” over the next few months?

JM: Going back to our LakePoint Realty Group’s dinner, it de-
pends on your timeline. Anything in the world can happen short-
term to create stress in the market. However, we’re extremely well 
positioned if you’re looking 10 years out. My best guess over the 
next year is we stay relatively fl at.

LHB: With 2020 being an election year, I do see prices stabiliz-
ing. People are holding tight to see what happens during the next 
presidential election.

DTN: When it comes to the question of affordable housing, 
how important would you say that is as a real estate concern in 
Bartow County, and do you think there is anything in particu-
lar that would facilitate the creation of more $100,000-and-under 
products in the community?

JM: I really don’t think $100,000 and under exist any longer. If 
a developer is willing to take that risk, kudos to them. The cost of 
development just doesn’t make it feasible to build that price home. 
To get a pad-ready lot, you’re looking anywhere from $25,000-
$35,000 a lot in hard costs depending on the price of the land. 
Factoring in closing costs with realtor fees, you have to construct 
a $40,000 home to make it worth the risk, which again, just isn’t 
possible these days. I don’t have all the answers but if we can fi g-
ure out $150,000 or less projects with some sort of assistance pro-
gram, the net result might be the same to the end-user. $150,000 
doesn’t leave a lot of wiggle room for the developer, but there’s 
more at that price than $100,000.

SEE MARKET, PAGE 4G

NORTHERN EXPOSURE
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LakePoint Sports President and CEO Mark M. O’Brien said the north campus bridge is on pace to open this fall.

New LakePoint Sports CEO lays out business, 
branding strategy for 2020 and beyond

BY JAMES SWIFT
james.swift@daily-tribune.com

The de facto headquarters for 
LakePoint Sporting Communi-
ty isn’t a towering, multi-story 
building in downtown Atlanta. 

Rather, it’s a modular home 
on a hilltop near the junction of 
U.S. 41 and GA-293 — albeit, 
one that’s surprisingly spacious, 
complete with hardwood fl oors. 

And few people have as clear 
a view of the ongoing construc-
tion there than LakePoint Sports 
President and CEO Mark M. 
O’Brien, whose offi ce window 
gives a virtually unobstructed 
glimpse at the bridge connect-
ing the sports-entertainment 
complex’s existing southern 
amenities with its sprawling, de-
veloping northern campus.

“It’s an exciting growth stage 
we’re in now,” the former Mizu-
no USA president and CEO said. 
“We’re looking, really, at all fac-
ets of the business and what are 
the areas that we can continue to 
grow and maximize.”

To say O’Brien is a man hard 
at work is an understatement. 
Nearly an entire wall in his of-
fi ce is comprised of a humon-
gous dry-erase board, nearly 
every inch of which is tattooed 
with red, blue and black nota-
tions. 

It’s almost like Russell 
Crowe’s chalkboard in the 2001 
fi lm “A Beautiful Mind” — this 
gargantuan equation with so 
many moving parts and pieces 
that it would be virtually impos-
sible for the layman to fi gure out 
the question, let alone the solu-
tion being sought.

But O’Brien is quick to sum 
up what all those jumbled etch-
ings, essentially, boil down to.

“Our goal is to make sure that 
our focus is on the guest experi-
ence,” he said. “Developing the 
right amenities, the right expe-
riences, developing and enhanc-
ing our existing and new sports 
verticals, those all play into the 
fi nancial growth of LakePoint 
… we’re going to do that by de-
livering on what we say we’re 
going to do, developing branded 
events and experiences on cam-
pus and continuing with great 

partnerships.”
O’Brien, who was named the 

new CEO and president of Lake-
Point Sports in April, spoke at 
length about the mammoth 
sports-entertainment complex’s 
northern campus expansion 
plans. 

“As we look at the opening of 
the bridge later this fall, what 
are the appropriate, next ameni-
ties that we’re going to enhance 
on the north campus to com-
plement the south campus?” he 
posed. “We’re going to continue 
to look at how do we help each 
other, both publicly and private-
ly, with that public-private in-
vestment strategy.”

To date, O’Brien said a mix-
ture of public and private mon-
ey totaling “tens of millions” 
has already been invested in the 
grading, infrastructure work and 
horizontal development neces-
sary to get the northern campus 
where it is today.

And with about 600 acres 
opening up as construction on 
the northern campus bridge 
wraps up, O’Brien said Lake-
Point has been mulling many 
options when it comes to poten-
tial restaurant, retail and recre-
ational amenities. 

“What are the next verticals 
that we are going to be pur-
suing and looking at, both in-
dependently and collectively 
across different business sectors, 
with different leaders across dif-
ferent opportunities that were 
assessing that’ll enhance the 
campus?” he said. “There’s cer-
tainly a sense of urgency around 
the sooner that we can do that, 
the better for everybody, our 
guests, fi rst and foremost … we 
don’t want to rest on our laurels 
and rest on what’s already in 
place, we want to continue to 
look at what we can develop and 
build, sooner versus later.”

Still, O’Brien said there is no 
timetable in place for when ver-
tical development on the north-
ern campus may begin, nor an 
estimate of how long buildout 
on the project may take.

Rather, he said he is more in-
terested on focusing on “respon-
sible growth” of LakePoint’s ex-
panding footprint. 

“One thing that we want to 
be sensitive to is overpromising 
and underdelivering,” he said. 
“Our timing will be ‘What are 
the right amenities, what are the 
right partnerships?’” 

But development opportu-
nities aren’t just abounding on 
LakePoint’s northern campus. 

“There are still plenty of de-
velopment opportunities on the 
south campus,” he said. “We’re 
running pro formas on different 
activities [and] events, both in 
the sports vertical but also, I’d 
say more lifestyle and event-ex-
periences, and experiential ac-
tivities that will enhance our 
campus but also be more a part 
of this community, as well as 
greater Atlanta, but Bartow 
County and surrounding coun-
ties as well.”

At this point, however, 
O’Brien said he’s not at liberty 
to discuss any potential brands 
LakePoint may be speaking 
with, but he said he nonetheless 
remains excited about the op-
portunities promised by “expe-
riential retail partners that really 
understand the guest or consum-
er experience on our campus.”

As far as O’Brien is con-
cerned, “everything’s on the ta-
ble” when it comes to potential 
south campus developments. 

“We’re looking at a variety of 
potential retail opportunities, 
with food and beverage included 
in that. We’d love to see hotels 
on the south campus, sooner 
versus later,” he said. “I’m re-
ally excited about the next few 
months and what we’re working 
on, but it would be premature 
to say defi nitively what’s next 
other than there’s a lot of excit-
ing work in process, and we’re 
anxious to continue down that 
path.”

O’Brien said he’s also very 
open to the possibility of more 
hotel, offi ce and residential de-
velopments in and around Lake-
Point’s existing and upcoming 
amenities.

“We’re looking at all of those, 
both for the north and south 
campus,” he said. “With nearly 
1,300 acres of real estate, how 
and what and where do each of 
those types of amenities exist 
and really enhance that guest 
experience … what’s comple-
mentary to the baseball com-
plex, what’s complementary 
to the indoor, what would that 
experience be like when you 
enter the campus from Red Top 

Mountain Road?”
As for LakePoint’s current 

recreational and youth sports 
services, O’Brien said he ex-
pects a recent partnership with 
PlaySight Interactive to be a 
“game-changer” in the truest 
sense of the term.

“They’re the leader in lives-
treaming and video on demand 
services, and the A.I. technol-
ogy is one of a kind,” he said. 
“It’s exciting for us because it 
will enhance that guest experi-
ence, whether you’re on campus 
or off-campus, you can lives-
tream any event, any game.”

The partnership, he said, 
will bring “unprecedented” 
high-defi nition camera set-ups 
to the campus baseball fi elds, 
each of which are planned to 
have seven on site. The indoor 
pavilion, he said, will have an 
even more impressive audiovi-
sual infrastructure, with more 
than 60 scattered throughout the 
building.

“The fact that we’ll be able 
to have content from all 30-plus 
sports at any venue across this 
campus and curate the content 
in a way that is accessible to our 
guests and for them to then tap 
into and leverage and use as they 
need, that’s an exciting point of 
difference for us,” he said.

As for the Champions Center, 
O’Brien said the facility con-
tinues to see double-digit, year-
over-year growth. 

“We’re already fi lling up our 
calendar for 2020, so we’re 
seeing great interest for events 
to return to campus, and then 
we’ve started go down a path 
of creating our own events,” he 
added.

With so many major mixed-
use developments eying the 
south Bartow corridor, O’Brien 
said LakePoint’s overall busi-
ness strategy isn’t to compete 
with the likes of Vineyard Park 
or the proposed Jacoby Devel-
opment Inc. project, but to coor-
dinate with them.

“I think the key is how do we 
work with the Jacoby develop-
ment, how do we work with the 
other developments so that we’re 
complementary, and we’re sup-
porting one another and we’re 
not duplicative in nature?” he 
said. “And how do we ensure 
we’re doing it for the betterment 
of the county and the state, col-
lectively?”

SEE LAKEPOINT, PAGE 6G
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Bartow economic development offi cial 
weighs in on local employment trends

BY JAMES SWIFT
james.swift@daily-tribune.com

You can’t say Cartersville-Bartow County 
Department of Economic Development Exec-
utive Director Melinda Lemmon doesn’t bring 
the numbers. Utilizing her department’s Job-
sEQ software from Chmura Economics and 
Analytics, not only did she come forward with 
some hard digits on the overall Bartow econo-
my, she got as granular as wage information in 
specifi c labor markets.

Take Bartow’s accommodation and food 
services industry, for one. In the fourth quar-
ter of 2018, Lemmon’s metrics showed about 
4,349 people employed across the sector, with 
the average worker garnering yearly wages of 
$17,466. Curious about the real estate and rental 
and leasing market? Per her data, there’s about 
510 people employed in that particular seg-
ment in Bartow, with an average annual wage 
of $43,432. And as for high-tech jobs? About 
2,768 Bartow County employees fall into just 
such a classifi cation, running the gamut from 
team assemblers making an average of $27,200 
a year to general and operations managers 
bringing in approximately $109,100 annually.

And, for the most part, those sectors are 
seeing respectable growth across the board. 
Wholesale trade jobs are up 2.8%, while trans-
portation and warehousing is up 2.2%. Retail 
trade is up 1.4%, management is up 4.4%, health 
care and social assistance is up 1.4% and arts, 
entertainment and recreation is up 4.3%. Some 
sectors were even on the verge of witnessing 
double digit growth, such as the mining, quar-
rying, oil and gas segment, which saw employ-
ment rise 9.4% over the year that was.

“There was a substantial amount of growth 
for both existing industries in Bartow County, 
as well as new companies that were interested 
in coming here,” Lemmon said. “And frankly, 
quite a few developers have also invested in 
Bartow County and are producing new proper-
ties that will be coming on the market in the 
near future.”

That includes major expansions for existing 
employers like Shaw, Toyo Tire and Vista Met-
als, as well as new investments from companies 
like Old Dominion Freight Line and Chick-fi l-A. 

“From what I have seen, advanced manu-
facturing is growing, particularly in the fl oor 
covering and automotive industries,” Lemmon 
said. “The logistics industry is growing at an 
incredibly rapid pace, but I’ve also observed 
[growth] from other segments of our economy 
… tourism has seen a substantial increase, and 
residential growth is on the rise in all of our 
jurisdictions.”

Bartow County, she said, is clearly benefi ting 
from a healthy macro-economy throughout the 
United States.

“I think the national economy is what’s driv-
ing the growth of these companies,” she said, 
“the additional orders they’re receiving, and 
then the demand for increased jobs, but also the 
quality of skills that they need from out of the 
workforce.”

Of course, not every sector is on the upswing. 
Administrative, support, rate management and 
remediation services decreased by 1.6%, while 
educational employment decreased by 1.6%. 
Elsewhere, fi nance and insurance jobs fell by 
2.2%, as did professional, scientifi c and techni-
cal services.

But even as the total number of those types of 
jobs in Bartow shrank, on the plus side annual 
wages — across each of those afore-mentioned 
sectors — continued to increase.

“We are right around 4% unemployment over 
the last year or so, and that is having an impact 
on wages to the positive,” Lemmon said. “Be-
cause talent is so highly valued right now, I do 
think it’s causing an increase in the overall wag-
es that are paid in Bartow County, particularly 
for the skilled jobs that are in high demand.”

Yet while unemployment levels in Bartow hit 
record lows over the past year, Lemmon also 
notes a seeming statistical anomaly; while the 
employment rate has increased, the County’s 
overall workforce participation rate continues 
to decrease. Indeed, projections from Lem-
mon’s department show Bartow’s workforce 
participation rate decreasing from 63.4% to 
60.4% from 2010 to 2019 — this, despite the 
labor force itself increasing in size from 47,836 
to 50,337 over the same time frame.

SEE EMPLOYMENT, PAGE 4G
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While certain sectors witnessed job loss 
over the last year, data from Carters-
ville-Bartow County Department of Eco-
nomic Development Executive Director 
Melinda Lemmon indicates average annual 
wages are up across the board.                 

Heard it Through 
the Grapevine

BY JAMES SWIFT
james.swift@daily-tribune.com

The corporate offi ce real es-
tate market of 2020, SSG Real-
ty Partners, LLC Senior Partner 
David Branch said, certainly 
isn’t the same “CEO-centric” 
business it was in the 1980s, 
1990s or even the early 2010s.

“Once you determined where 
the CEO and senior management 
live, the corporate facilities 
would typically be developed 
within a 10-minute radius,” he 
said. “Starting about 2015, that 
whole paradigm shifted. Now, 
virtually every corporate facil-
ity’s decision is driven by a sin-
gle question, which is ‘Where 
do we need to locate in order to 
attract the millennials that will 
be the lifeblood of this company 
or organization?”

And that, Branch said, is why 
SSG and venture partner Pope 
and Land Real Estate selected 
Emerson as the site for their 
proposed Vineyard Park de-
velopment, a roughly 155-acre 
mixed-use project with a full 
mile of frontage along the inter-
state at the I-75/Red Top Moun-
tain Road interchange.

At full buildout — which is 
expected to take seven to 10 
years — Branch said he antici-
pates the total economic invest-
ment in the project to eclipse 
$300 million.

“We closed on the site in ear-
ly 2018, and we closed on it on 
an all-equity basis,” he said. 
“We raised all of the funds to 
acquire the land and do the ini-
tial site development work, so 
we would have absolutely no 
debt on the project and there-
fore allow us the luxury of sort 
of taking our time and master 
planning the project and master 
planning the parkway.”

That parkway starts at Red 
Top Mountain Road, winds its 
way throughout the develop-
ment and ultimately connects 
to the LakePoint Sporting Com-
munity campus.

“Next year, you will see the 
start of construction on the fi rst 
phase of the parkway. We an-
ticipate that that will open up 
the fi rst phase of the develop-
ment, which we would expect 
that to include the initial hotel 
and a goodly amount of retail/
restaurant space, the fi rst phase 
of that four-story residential and 
the medical offi ce complex,” he 
said. “It’ll probably end up be-
ing three phases, if you will, 
and each phase will be opened 
up by an extension of the park-
way.”

The Vineyard Park conceptu-
al plan calls for about 600,000-
700,000 square feet of user-of-
fi ce space, which Branch said 
will likely come in the form of 
several four-story buildings.

“There’s been a huge infl ux 
of international companies and 
international investment into 
Bartow County,” he said. “But 
virtually all of that internation-
al investment into real estate in 
Bartow County — whether it’s 
coming from Korea, Japan, Ger-
many — has been focused in 
the distribution/logistics/ware-
house/manufacturing sphere 
just because there has never 
been a Class-A offi ce park in 
that Bartow/Emerson market.”

The target market for that es-
timated 60-acre offi ce park, he 
said, includes the sports perfor-
mance, sports medicine, sports 
manufacturing and sports me-
dia sectors.

“When we presented this 
project concept to Bartow 
County, one of the things that 
Bartow County was most excit-

ed about is feeling that — real-
ly, for the fi rst time — there is 
going to be a major offi ce build-
ing component that is going to 
generate a signifi cant number of 
white collar jobs, whether that’s 
being done by the medical of-
fi ce complex or whether it’s be-
ing done by the more traditional 
suburban user offi ce buildings,” 
he said.

In fact, Branch said end-users 
are already lining up to lease 
out space.

“We have signed up a com-
mitment from a major medical 
offi ce building developer that is 
planning on doing a three-build-
ing medical offi ce complex in 
our fi rst phase and we are fi nal-
izing, actually this month, we’ve 
gone through a competition to 
do what we call our ‘mixed-use 
village,” he said. “Our goal is to 
create a mixed-use retail village 
that is evocative, if you will, of 
downtown Woodstock or down-
town Blue Ridge that plays on 
the mining history of Bartow 
County, to sort of create a base 
camp and a retail destination 
that is very unique.”

Branch said that much of the 
groundwork conducted over 
the last year has been lining up 
amenities for corporate tenants 
— including developments such 
as hotels, retailers and restau-
rants. 

“We had secured pre-sale 
commitments for a 300-plus 
unit, 38-acre garden apartment 
project geared towards the mil-
lennial market,” he said, “and 
we had secured a hotel pre-sale 
commitment from a major ho-
telier who will initially do one 
hotel in our fi rst phase and then 
intends to do two more as we 
bring our second phase.”

JAMES SWIFT/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
H. Mason Zimmerman, senior managing development partner for Pope and Land Real Estate, 
gives an update on the $300 million Vineyard Park development planned for Emerson at an event 
in Cartersville earlier this year.

$300M-plus Vineyard Park project focuses 
on corporate offi ce, appeal to millennials

SEE DEVELOPMENT, PAGE 4G



LHB: I imagine affordable 
housing is a concern for every-
one right now. Out of 100 buyers, 
probably 90 can afford the price 
range of $150,000 and below. 
Maybe only fi ve out of 100 can af-
ford a house priced over $500,000. 
There is more competition among 
buyers in the lower price range. 
This is all over though, not just 
Bartow County. I can’t foresee 
developments under the $100,000 
price range, with the cost of mate-
rials, labor and land being so high. 
It does not seem like a feasible 
project to be able to create a prod-
uct in that price range.

DTN: In what ways do you see 
the fears of a housing bubble — 
and even a recession — in 2020 
impacting the real estate market in 
Bartow in the next year?

JM: This is a simple answer but 
it’s just time for a pullback. We’ve 
ran hot for a few years and histori-
cally [are] long overdue for a cool-
off period. From a free market per-
spective, it wouldn’t be a bad thing. 
I think you’re seeing the start of 
some unraveling with interest rates 
from the Fed. The fact they see 
core infl ation increasing yet also 
say they see no rate hikes should 
say something. Banks are tighten-
ing up lending a little bit and we’ve 
seen some larger projects under 
contract not close. 

LHB: I think anyone who was 
of adult age in 2008 fears a hous-
ing bubble. I see many buyers 
concerned about purchasing while 
prices are high. However, home 
ownership still makes more sense 
than renting and mortgage interest 
rates are still very low, therefore 
making purchasing a fi nancially 
sound decision.  

DTN: When it comes to com-
mercial and industrial proper-

ties, what are buyers looking for 
in Bartow — i.e., metrics like 
square-footage, amenities and lo-
cation?

JM: Offi ce warehouse is a big 
driver of calls these days, any-
where from 3,000-10,000 square 
foot. As a side note, it’s been fun to 
see downtown demand, in general, 
really pick up steam. 

DTN: Are you seeing an uptick 
in demand for Bartow real estate 
from any particular industries or 
sectors? And with that in mind, 
what do you anticipate seeing more 
of in 2020?

JM: I think you’re seeing larger 
scale retail questions and projects 
and industrial growth that is lead-
ing to higher density residential. 
Downtown, we continue to get 
questions about “downtown liv-
ing.” With all of this, I see an in-
crease in hospitality continuing to 
grow as well. 

DTN: In terms of retail and 
restaurants, what sort of things are 
end-users looking for in the current 
Bartow market?

JM: I have no research on this 
other than calls our offi ce and my-
self receive — higher end, down-
town. 

DTN: And lastly, is there any-
thing in particular that you think is 
bringing developers and end-users 
to Bartow’s market as opposed to 
elsewhere in metro Atlanta, or the 
I-85 and GA-400 corridors?

JM: It’s price and location. I 
know some of your subscribers 
will fi nd this hard to believe but our 
(Bartow County) land is relatively 
cheap. Our location is absolutely 
ideal looking out over the next 50 
years. As Chattanooga and Atlanta 
continue to expand, we’re stuck in 
the middle. It’s a great place to be 
and be invested, if you’re willing 
to wait patiently. The major chal-
lenge to our community will be 
infrastructure — making the right 
decisions and investing in it.
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From Page 2G

“We know that people are moving 
here, we know that the population 
is growing, both with new residents 
and organic growth — births — and 
we know that the workforce is going 
to grow over the next several years, 
based on age demographics,” she said. 
“But each month, as new data comes 

out on the employed and unemployed, 
the overall workforce in Bartow re-
mains right around 50,000 people.”

And that, she said, is an economic 
enigma that defies a clearcut cata-
lyst. Venturing a guess, she surmised 
that the number of women choosing 
to stay at home instead of working 
might play at least a partial role in the 
decreasing labor force participation 
numbers.

“It lets me think that maybe some 
of-age to be in the workforce choose 

not to because they have the freedom 
to do that,” she said. “And maybe that 
is, in and of itself, a good measure of 
our economic improvement.”

Ten years removed from the apex 
(or, perhaps more fitting, nadir) of the 
Great Recession, Lemmon said the 
community ironically finds itself in 
the inverse situation. There’s no short-
age of jobs out there, she insists — yet 
employers nonetheless report great 
difficulties in filling open positions.

“We have to look at what skill sets 

have shortages, and that’s what our 
education partners are being strategic 
about,” she said. “I think that’s what’s 
going to make the difference in the 
long term. They’re not solutions that 
are going to be presented overnight … 
it’s about the pipeline of talent.”

While she credits the local high 
schools, career academies and two-
year colleges for doing their respec-
tive parts to prepare tomorrow’s 
workforce, Lemmon nonetheless ac-
knowledges that there is a pronounced 

labor problem across many of Bar-
tow’s sectors at the moment.

“There is a shortage of certain skill 
sets, and to that, our community’s 
brain storming,” she said. “With the 
creation of some quality jobs, we can 
convince those that commute out of 
town to work closer to home — if the 
jobs are of equal or greater quality, 
why should they have to commute so 
far, when they can work closer to their 
family, their child’s school and their 
community?”

Employment
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Plans are in the works to com-
plement those likely two-story 
apartments with additional three-
and-four-story multifamily hous-
ing units, which Branch described 
as being “surrounded by retail” 
users.

“We have gone through a devel-
oper beauty contest and we have 
asked about six to eight of the top 
multifamily developers in Atlanta 
to come in and look at our project 

and make a proposal as to what 
they would do and what their vi-
sion would be,” he said. “We’ve 
narrowed it down now to two fi -
nalists and we anticipate going to 
a letter of intent probably at the end 
of this month.”

In total, he said he anticipates 
the fi nal product containing about 
600 multifamily units. As for po-
tential commercial and restaurant 
investments, Branch said the de-
velopment has certainly generated 
quite a bit of interest from possible 
tenants, but noted that selections 
for end-users will be made in con-
junction with a retail development 

partner.
Concerning the economic im-

pact of the development on Bartow, 
Branch said it was a bit early to 
throw out any numbers on job cre-
ation or tax revenue. 

“Ultimately, it’s driven by us-
er-demand and it may change,” he 
said. “But I think it will be a signif-
icant number.”

Regarding potential incentives 
for development, Branch said that 
the developers are working closely 
with Bartow County, but did not di-
vulge any details on any potential 
abatements or bonds.

“When you do a mixed-use proj-

ect of this magnitude, whether it’s a 
LakePoint or it’s a Vineyard Park, 
you’re typically going to try to 
forge a public-private partnership 
of some form or fashion,” he said, 
“so I wouldn’t rule that out.”

While Branch said the develop-
ers are heavily marketing the real 
estate opportunities presented by 
Vineyard Park, just as important 
to the success of the development, 
he continued, is marketing a cer-
tain “lifestyle” associated with the 
project. 

Whereas a large contingent of 
millennials want to live in mid-
town Atlanta, Branch noted that 

inner city experience usually came 
with a costly tradeoff — housing 
prices that aren’t only “exception-
ally expensive,” but bordering on 
prohibitive. 

“The second choice for millen-
nials is what I call the “Colorado 
outdoor recreation lifestyle,” he 
said. “They want to live some-
where when they leave the offi ce, 
and within 10 minutes of leaving 
the offi ce they can be on the water, 
they can be on the river, they can be 
on the mountain or on their moun-
tain bike.”

Which, from Branch’s perspec-
tive, makes Bartow County the 

perfect market for drawing in up-
wardly mobile 20- and 30-some-
thing professionals. 

“When you cross the bridge over 
Lake Allatoona and enter Bartow 
County, the whole world changes, 
and you’re now in North Georgia 
mountain and lake country,” he 
said. “We think that Vineyard Park 
has the opportunity to offer that 
health and wellness lifestyle, that 
outdoor recreation lifestyle, that 
you fi nd in Boulder, Colorado, and 
similar places, and yet still only be 
28 minutes from anything that you 
might want to do in midtown At-
lanta or Buckhead.”

Development
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A broker in Bartow for over three decades, Mark Harris says 
the local real estate market has never looked brighter

BY JAMES SWIFT
james.swift@daily-tribune.com

In his 30 years in the real estate busi-
ness, local broker Mark Harris said he’s 
never seen such a “pent-up demand” for 
industrial space in Bartow County. 

“It certainly speaks well to developer 
confi dence in our area with over four mil-
lion square feet under construction and 
over 20 million square feet on the drawing 
boards,” the H&H Realty, LLC founding 
member said. “Lease rates are gradually 
increasing, due to the limited supply in re-
cent months, and this trend will continue a 
bit and reach a point of stabilization once 
the supply and demand aspects begin to 
level out.” 

And that, Harris said, naturally creates a 
domino effect on housing and retail.

“And with these buildings come new 
companies, and with these new companies 
come new jobs,” he said. “And with these 
new jobs comes need for more housing, 
and with these new houses comes the need 
for commercial and retail development to 
service these new residents.”

Indeed, there’s only one term he can 
think of to describe the market in Bartow at 
the moment — “unstoppable momentum.”

At this point, Harris said he’s getting 
about fi ve to seven qualifi ed calls per week 
— from users, economic development de-
partments and tenant/buyer brokers — on 
the prowl for more industrial space, be it 
5,000 or 500,000 square feet.

“Buyers and tenants looking for the 
500,000 square feet to one million-plus 
square feet are usually working with the 
State or local economic development de-
partments,” he said. “Statistically, the most 
sought-after requirements are mostly in the 
25,000 to 75,000 square feet range, where 
there is virtually no inventory in Bartow 
County.”

That gap in the local market was his 
catalyst to partner with New York-based 
Eckstein Properties to bring the Interstate 
Commerce Park, or ICP, to the junction of 
Cass-White Road and Spring Place Road. 

“ICP is a 62-acre master planned park 
that will consist of up to six buildings to-
taling some 360,000 square feet of lease 
space when completed,” he said. “I’m 
presently negotiating with a number of 
prospective tenants attracted to ICP on the 
fi rst two 76,000-square-foot buildings — 
the largest user is 51,840 square feet and 
the smallest is 17,280 square feet.”

Smaller companies seeking industrial 

space in the 5,000 to 10,000 square foot 
range, Harris said, are more challenging to 
satisfy. 

“Not only because of the low inventory, 
but the development and land costs are so 
high, it’s diffi cult for an investor to justify 
developing free-standing small buildings 
on one-to-three acre sites,” he said. “The 
rental amounts needed to make the eco-
nomics work just aren’t there.” 

Then there’s the commercial space. 
Amidst an array of longstanding “big box” 
marts, Harris said smaller, niche retail de-
velopments are certainly seeing some suc-
cess. Hence, his investment in the Shoppes 
at Village Hill development off West Ave-
nue in Cartersville. 

“We’ve just broke ground on a 
14,000-square-foot retail strip center and 
have it 50% leased,” he said. “Family-style 
restaurants are beginning to see the ‘West 
End’ as an underserved area in Carters-
ville. We have remaining four commercial 
lots facing West Avenue, and I’m negotiat-
ing with restaurants more than any other 
type use.”

With real estate opportunities along 
Main Street and Highway 41 few and far 
between, Harris said retailers are on the 
lookout for “tertiary” locations through-

out Bartow. “They are looking to fi ll the 
present and future niche of their specialty, 
whether it be restaurants or mom and pop 
shops in a location that is deemed to be un-
derserved,” he said.

As more jobs bring more people to 
Bartow, Harris predicts a considerable in-
crease in residential and mixed-use devel-
opments in the years ahead.

“I think we will see some regional de-
velopers acquire properties for fi rst-time 
buyers, active adult communities and as-
sisted living campuses in the next several 
years,” he said. “The City and County’s 
infrastructure is suffi cient to attract larger 
tract developers.”

And all signs, Harris said, seem to point 

to the northern Interstate 75 corridor be-
coming the next big developmental hotbed 
in metro Atlanta — that is, if it hasn’t be-
come so already.

“From quality of life to a develop-
er-friendly community, we have utility 
infrastructure capacity, road improvement 
projects underway or planned for the near 
future and our land prices are considered 
reasonable for most types of develop-
ment,” he said. “Cartersville and Bartow 
County’s other municipalities are a great 
place to live, work and play. As cliche as 
that sounds, that is what we offer as a com-
munity, and our secret is out there now — 
hold on and fi nd opportunity in the growth 
we are about to experience.”

JAMES SWIFT/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Mark Harris, of Cartersville’s H&H Realty, LLC, said just one term describes 
the outlook for Bartow’s real estate market — “unstoppable momentum.”
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Skin Cancer and 
Cosmetic Dermatology 
Center celebrates 4 
years in the Bartow

CONTRIBUTED BY SKIN CANCER AND
COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY CENTER

Skin Cancer and Cosmetic Dermatology Center proudly cele-
brates four years in the Bartow County and Cartersville area. Of-
fering a range of dermatology services for various skin, hair and 
nail disorders, the Cartersville offi ce is a full service offi ce for the 
entire family, with medical, surgical and aesthetic services.   

John Chung, MD, is the Medical Director of the Center, and he 
is a Board Certifi ed Dermatologist and Fellowship Trained Mohs 
Surgeon. Dr. Chung specializes in treating skin cancer as well 
as other diseases of the skin, hair and nails. Kisa Seymore, MD, 
is a Board Certifi ed Physician, and Dr. Seymore treats a variety 
of general and surgical dermatologic conditions. The Associate 
Providers at the Center are Jodi-Ann Moore, PA-C and Douglas 
DiRuggiero, PA-C. Our medical practitioners have over 55 years 
combined experience in dermatology, and they are highly trained 
in the most up to date treatments for dermatology conditions and 
skin cancer.   

Full body skin examinations to screen for skin cancers and ab-
normal moles is the specialty of the center, but all of the providers 
treat general dermatology conditions such as acne, rosacea, melas-
ma, psoriasis, warts and eczema, just to name a few.  

Skin cancers of all types (melanoma, basal cell carcinoma and 
squamous cell carcinoma) can be treated with surgical excision 
or Mohs surgery in our convenient locations. For select non-mel-
anoma skin cancer patients interested in a non-surgical option (no 
pain, no needles or sutures and little to no wait time), Superfi cial 
Radiation Therapy (SRT) is an excellent option for patients ideally 
that are 60 years old or older. As a plus, it takes less than 90 sec-
onds to deliver each treatment, and it’s available at our Cartersville 
location.

The newest and growing component of the Cartersville offi ce 
is the Aesthetic Department, offering an array of medical grade 
skin care products (such as Revision, Avene and Neocutis), cus-
tomized chemical peels, and hypoallergenic mineral based make-
up. Some of the latest and most requested services in the country 
are now available locally, such as Ultherapy (an FDA approved 
ultrasound technology that provides nonsurgical lifting and tight-
ening treatment of the face, neck, and chest), and microneedling 
with SkinStylus (an effective minimally invasive alternative for 
the treatment of acne scarring, collagen stimulation, fi ne lines, 
wrinkles and anti-aging). Certifi ed Aesthetician, Julie Johnson, 
LMA, also offers IPL for hair removal, brown spots and vascular 
damage, and she offers spray tans for a sunless glow year-round.  
Cindy Minshew, RN, Injection Specialist, performs non-surgical 
rejuvenation procedures such as Botox, Juvederm and Voluma 
and sclerotherapy. All cosmetic consultations are always compli-
mentary.

The staff at Skin Cancer and Cosmetic Dermatology Center 
looks forward to seeing you and your family and addressing all of 
your skin care needs at their offi ce at 9 Medical Drive. For more 
information, please call 470.227.1600, or visit online at theder-
mcenters.com.

Above all else, patients fi rst at Cartersville Medical Center
BY GINGER TYRA

Director, Marketing & Public 
Relations, Cartersville Medical Center

Cartersville Medical Center has 
experienced exponential growth 
recently and will continue to ex-
pand and grow while remaining 
focused on the most important 
priority, every colleague’s commit-
ment to the care and improvement 
of human life.

2018 brought many exciting 
additions to the medical center, 
including a new chief executive of-
fi cer, Chris Mosley. While Mosley 
spent much of his fi rst year becom-
ing familiar with physicians and 
hospital colleagues as well as the 
community, he was also very busy 
overseeing the development of a 
new urgent care center, designation 
as a Level III Trauma Center, ER, 
OR and Cardiac Cath Lab expan-
sions and the launch of a new state 
of the art cancer treatment system 
at The Hope Center.

Cartersville Urgent Care opened in 
February of this year, offering an af-
fordable option with a convenient lo-
cation close to home to meet the com-
munity’s urgent healthcare needs.

For medical needs that do not 
require a visit to the emergency 
department, or in instances when 
a patient is unable to see their pri-
mary care physician, Cartersville 
Urgent Care fi lls the gap between 
primary care and emergency care 

needs. The affi liation with CMC 
grants patients seen at Cartersville 
Urgent Care access to the hospital’s 
network of physicians should they 
need to be referred to see a special-
ist for continued care.

Cartersville Urgent Care offers 
walk-in care for most minor inju-
ries and illnesses, along with pre-
ventative care and testing. Whether 
a patient has a fracture or the fl u, 
the modern facility and experi-
enced providers are able to quickly 
diagnose and recommend a course 
of treatment. The facility has on-
site x-ray and in-house labs.

Open seven days a week, the 
hours of operation are Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m., and Saturday and Sunday 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; simply walk 
in or check-in online. 

In June of last year, Cartersville 
Medical Center was designated 
a Level III Trauma Center by the 
State of Georgia Department of 
Public Health Offi ce of EMS and 
Trauma. The designation complet-
ed a nearly two-year process of 
preparation by the hospital and an 
extensive on-site survey by the state. 
One of the most important benefi ts 
to patients transported to the CMC-
Trauma Center is quicker access to 
critical care for serious injuries and 
expedited transfers when necessary. 
CEO Chris Mosley said the desig-
nation is a milestone achievement 
for the hospital and staff.

“The designation as a Level III 
Trauma Center is the result of many 
hours of hard work and coordina-
tion among multiple members of 
our hospital team,” Mosley said. 
“It is a testament to our facility’s 
commitment to further enhance the 
quality and skill of the emergency 
services we provide to the people of 
Bartow and surrounding counties.”

To secure the three-year desig-
nation, a trauma leadership team 
led by John Pope, RN, Trauma 
Program Manager, and John Sim-
mons, MD, Harbin Clinic board 
certifi ed general surgeon and Trau-
ma Medical Director for Carters-
ville Medical Center, spent months 
designing and refi ning systems and 
procedures to ensure an excellent 
trauma program. 

“We are thankful to Dr. Sim-
mons for his oversight of our trau-
ma program and passionate pursuit 
of enhanced trauma services for 
our community,” Mosley said.

Construction began for the emer-
gency department expansion (in-
creasing the bed count from 30 to 
43) and was completed this month, 
while a new helipad construction 
project is currently underway. An 
expansion of surgical services suites 
was also completed, allowing for 
additional capacity in the OR.  

With an unprecedented increase 
in cardiac catheterization lab pro-
cedures, the hospital launched a 
multi-million dollar cardiovascular 

services expansion and renova-
tions.  The project is expected to be 
completed in 2020.

In 2018 and already in 2019, 
CMC has received the following 
accolades for exceeding stringent 
standards for superior quality:

• Sixth consecutive “A” Patient 
Safety Grade by The Leapfrog 
Group.

• Healthgrades 2019 Recipient of 
Excellence Awards in Coronary In-
tervention, Pulmonary Care, Gener-
al Surgery and Patient Safety.

• 5-Star Recipient for Coronary 
Interventional Procedures, Treat-
ment of Heart Failure, Treatment of 
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Dis-
ease, Treatment of Pneumonia, Col-
orectal Surgeries, Treatment of Bow-
el Obstruction, Treatment of Sepsis, 
Treatment of Respiratory Failure.

• Named among the Top 5% in 
the nation for Patient Safety.

Since the fi rst Nurse Residency 
Program Cohort began in 2017, a 
total of approximately 64 nurses 
have enrolled in the program, which 
offers opportunities to support new 
nursing graduates as they transition 
from student nurse into the profes-
sional nursing role responsible for 

patient care in a hospital unit.
Cartersville Medical Center con-

tinued to support the local com-
munity with sponsorship, partici-
pation and involvement in various 
health-related events such as March 
of Dimes March for Babies and Bar-
tow County Relay for Life. Our em-
ployees volunteered their time for 
local non-profi t organization events 
including Cookin’ on the Creek, 
Annual Feed the Community Din-
ner, Feed Bartow and Shop with a 
Hero. Cartersville Medical Center 
provided health education and pre-
vention information to numerous 
area schools and organizations. 

In October, more than 40 leaders 
from CMC participated in a “Com-
munity Day of Service” and volun-
teered their time for three separate 
projects, including Harvest House 
Food Bank, Hickory Log Men’s 
Home and front porch construction 
for a Meals on Wheels recipient. In 
addition to the opportunity to care 
for and improve the lives of patients 
every day, this day of service was 
considered to be a truly rewarding 
experience for all involved.

Cartersville Medical Center 
is a 119-bed acute care hospital, 
Chest Pain Center, Certifi ed Pri-

mary Stroke Center, Level III 
Trauma Center, Certifi ed Total 
Joint program and Gold Seal In-
patient Diabetes program facility 
accredited by the Joint Commis-
sion. The Breast Imaging Center 
at The Women’s Center provides 
mammography services that are 
gold seal accredited by the Amer-
ican College of Radiology. The 
Advanced Wound Healing Center 
provides specialized treatment for 
chronic or non-healing wounds.

The Hope Center, a regional, 
Commission on Cancer approved 
cancer treatment facility, is conve-
niently located on the hospital cam-
pus and provides more than 4,000 
treatments with more than 300 new 
patients per year from a 10-county 
region. For medical needs that do not 
require a visit to the emergency de-
partment, Cartersville Urgent Care 
offers a convenient location close to 
home with walk-in care for most mi-
nor injuries and illnesses along with 
preventative care and testing.

For more information about 
programs and services offered at 
Cartersville Medical Center or The 
Hope Center, call MedLine at 800-
242-5662 or visit www.cartersville-
medical.com.

Building in Bartow
CONTRIBUTED BY HARBIN CLINIC
Harbin Clinic is expanding its 

care throughout Bartow County, as 
it welcomes new physicians, new 
services and a 34,000 square-foot 
clinic opening soon in Cartersville. 

In mid-August, the multi-spe-
cialty health clinic will begin see-
ing patients at 200 Gentilly Blvd., 
right next door to the current loca-
tion at 150 Gentilly Blvd. While 
the original location will continue 
to house Harbin Clinic practices, 
the new facility will serve as the 
new location for the women’s cen-
ter, as well as the pediatric and gas-
troenterology clinics. 

Along with two stories and ex-
panded parking availability, the 
new location will create a conve-
nient and comfortable experience 
for patients. The Women’s Center 
at 200 Gentilly Blvd. will welcome 
patients to their new suite on Aug. 
19, and doors will open to the new 
pediatric suite on Aug. 26. Gastro-
enterology Cartersville will wel-
come patients to their new suite in 
the fall. 

“With all the growth in Carters-
ville community, Harbin Clinic’s 
expansion is a great opportunity to 
enhance patients’ healthcare expe-
rience,” says Assistant Medical Di-
rector of Bartow County, Dr. Max-
well Prempeh. “Our medical team 
here is very excited about the new 
space, and we can’t wait for our pa-

tients to see it, as well.”
Dr. Prempeh, who has been 

practicing cardiology in Carters-
ville for nearly nine years, believes  
receiving world-class care does not 
have to mean travelling to a major 
city. Dr. Prempeh himself has been 
involved in many fi rsts for Carters-
ville. He performed the fi rst coro-
nary stent procedure in the city and 
introduced the fi rst interventional 
cardiovascular program as well.

“Even in a smaller area like Car-
tersville, Harbin is able to provide 
the highest level of care available 
to patients. It’s a misconception 
that you have to travel to a big city 
to get state-of-the art treatment. We 
have those services right here in 
Bartow.” 

Forging Strong Relationships 
with the Community

The expansion in Cartersville 
is part of Harbin’s focus on grow-
ing its services in Bartow County, 
which is home to over 100,000 
residents. For Harbin CEO Kenna 
Stock, the new growth serves as a 
milestone for the clinic’s mission to 
care completely for patients. 

“We’re not only expanding the 
breadth of our specialties offered in 
the area, but we’re aiming to nur-
ture the wellness of the community 
by hosting healthy events for fami-
lies and increasing our presence in 
the area overall,” Stock says.

One physician ready to build 

relationships with her patients is 
Rheumatologist Dr. Zeina Yanbeiy 
— a new addition to Harbin Clinic. 

 “I love connecting with people 
from different walks of life and I 
felt that being a doctor brought my 
love of science and passion for peo-
ple together in a very natural way,” 
Dr. Yanbeiy said. 

As a rheumatologist, Dr. Yan-
beiy treats various types of dis-
eases, building long-lasting rela-
tionships with her patients as she 
guides them through their treat-
ments. Not only does she diagnose 
and treat illnesses, but she strives 
to help patients keep all aspects of 
their well-being on track. 

“I feel that we are a team and we 
are working together toward the 
goal of getting them a better quali-
ty of life and better health.”

Caring Completely for Both 
Sides of Bartow

Harbin Clinic’s complete care 
reaches farther than just the Car-
tersville area. In April 2018, Har-
bin Clinic Family Medicine & 
Pediatrics Adairsville moved to its 
new location at 115 N. Central Ave. 
The presence of the primary care 
practice allows Harbin to provide 
services to patients in the northern 
half of the county and everywhere 
in between. This year, the Adairs-
ville clinic continues to grow as it 
welcomes Dr. Garvin Lee Chan-
dler to the family medicine prac-

tice. Dr. Chandler is a Doctor of 
Osteopathic Medicine. 

“While I was in medical school, 
I was searching for the fi eld that 
would allow me to make genuine 
connections to people,” he says. “I 
discovered that family medicine 
was the perfect place to do that.”

Working with Dr. Chandler is 
Family Medicine Physician Dr. 
Robert Sullivan, who has been 
practicing at Harbin since 2004. 
After observing fi rsthand Dr. 
Chandler’s dedication to patients, 
Dr. Sullivan is excited to have him 
join the Adairsville team. 

“He’s a great addition to our 
practice and we are very happy 
to welcome Dr. Chandler to our 
healthcare team,” Dr. Sullivan 
says. “I know he will fi t in well in 
our community.”
About Harbin Clinic in Bartow

Harbin Clinic in Bartow Coun-
ty has more than 60 providers 
across 22 specialties, serving the 
communities of Adairsville and 
Cartersville and everywhere in 
between. With 150 years of prac-
ticing medicine in Northwest 
Georgia, Harbin Clinic cares for 
thousands of people each day. By 
providing expert primary care, 
diagnostic services and specialty 
medicine, Harbin Clinic is on a 
quest to improve health and save 
lives so that the Bartow commu-
nity fl ourishes.

Save my spot making urgent care visits more convenient
CONTRIBUTED BY

FLOYD MEDICAL CENTER
Imagine a busy day when your 

schedule includes work, play, tak-
ing care of kids and possibly visit-
ing a Floyd Urgent Care location.

Floyd has taken steps to make 
your day a little less hectic with the 
introduction of Save My Spot. The 
online tool is designed to cut down 
on time spent in the waiting room 
when you might need to be run-
ning to or from somewhere else.

Save My Spot was rolled out fi rst 
at Floyd Urgent Care sites in Carters-
ville, Rome and Centre, Alabama. 

That means if you have to go out of 
town, a visit still might be convenient.

To use the online tool, patients 
can go to www.fl oyd.org/urgent-
care and select one of the three 
Urgent Care locations. They will 
be redirected to a secure partner 
site and asked to provide a general 
reason for their visit and choose a 
time. They will also be asked for 
their email, phone number and date 
of birth. Children or a spouse can 
be added to an appointment if more 
than one person needs to be seen.

Registrants will receive an email 
confi rming their request and will 

be notifi ed if estimated wait times 
change. “This really gives the pa-
tient choices and provides them 
a way to fi t the visits more easily 
into their busy schedules,” said Al 
Davis, Administrator of Floyd Pri-
mary Care.

Davis said Floyd plans to expand 
the service to all its Urgent Care 
locations by the middle of August, 
offering even more patient choices. 

The following conditions are 
treated at Floyd Urgent Care:

• Colds and fl u
• Sore throat, ear ache, fever, 

congestion and cough
• Eye, ear or skin infections
• Minor cuts, bruises and abra-

sions
• Headaches, nausea, vomiting 

or diarrhea
• Respiratory infections
• Strains or sprains
• Urinary tract infections
Urgent Care also provides DOT 

physicals, sports physicals and 
wellness exams. Floyd has eight 
Urgent Care locations: Armuchee, 
Calhoun, Cartersville, Cedartown, 
Centre, Rockmart, Rome and 
Summerville.

An era of growth for Harbin
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BY PEGGY BROWN SHINALL
Senior Warden at Church of the 

Ascension

On May 30, 2019, Ascension Day 
of the church calendar, dozens of sup-
porters and community leaders gath-
ered at the home of Marty Knight, 
great-great-great-granddaughter of 
William Henry Stiles, a founder of the 
Episcopal Church of the Ascension, to 
kick off a year-long celebration of the 
congregation’s 175 years together. 

It was a breezy Thursday evening 
with excitement bubbling through the 
crowd, waiting for “Mother Mary,” the 
Very Rev. Mary K. Erickson, to intro-
duce Cartersville’s mayor.  Erickson 
and I stood with Mayor Matt Santini, 
as he read the 175-Year Proclama-
tion.  Suddenly, he stopped, looked 
at our rector, and said he would also 
add, “Ascension is a crown jewel in 
the community.”  Now, I wonder, how 
could this tiny gray church which 
has regularly struggled to exist be a 
“crown jewel”? 

Today the church is located on West 
Cherokee Avenue in Cartersville, but 
it began on the Etowah River. On 
November 6, 1844, Bishop Stephen 
Elliott, fi rst bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Georgia, visited his friend 
William Henry Stiles, Savannah na-
tive, Congressman, and Ambassador 
to Austria. Stiles and other friends 
of the church encouraged Elliott to 
form a parish “in this most interesting 
country.” By June 22, 1845, the bish-
op consecrated a church on ten acres 
adjoining Valley View plantation and 
a parsonage and school on 40 acres 
across Euharlee Road. 

Businessman and third-generation 
Ascensionite Guy Parmenter explains, 
“The 1844 church was serviced by a 
circuit rider ministry and subject to 
conditions of the time, weather and 
transportation as examples.”

Ascension’s rector — when one was 

available — often divided his duties 
among up to four mission churches. 
Stiles descendant and brother to Mar-
ty, Frederick Knight said, “The Stiles 
family were very devout Episcopa-
lians and led Morning Prayer and per-
haps Evening Prayer every day in their 
households. But they didn’t go into 
town often like we do.” Travel was 
diffi cult even for short distances, so 
everyone’s attendance in church would 
have been affected.

Ascension, however, has survived 
into the 21st century. What helped 
the small church endure? Partly, it 
was the support of community leaders 
migrating from Savannah and else-
where. William Henry Stiles Jr., his 
son W.H. Stiles III, as well as his son 
Robert Mackay Stiles, were church 
leaders throughout the late 1800s and 
1900s. Parmenter said that his parents 
and grandparents, who came in 1929, 
“contributed heavily both in time and 
money to the betterment of Ascen-

sion.”
Another reason the church survived 

struggles such as lack of clergy lead-
ership was partly due to the liturgy. 
Referred to by some as ritual, liturgy 
is the group response to and partici-
pation in the sacred, from Greek word 
liturgia, meaning the people’s work 
for the common good. According to 
Erickson, rector since 2010, liturgy 
is key to emphasizing “the role of the 
people over and above the role of the 
clergy. It is important to have an or-
dained person, but regardless, ... it is 
the community that gathers that really 
matters.” 

Another factor that helped the 
church survive is the ability to change. 
In the early 1870s, the congregation 
relocated into the growing town of  
Cartersville. The church chose a Car-
penter “Country” Gothic design for 
the building, but fi nances plagued the 
building project, halting construction 
during 1873 for lack of funds.  Nev-

ertheless, the community support-
ed Ascension with a December 1873 
fundraiser, advertised in the newspa-
per:  “The Episcopal church ought to 
be fi nished.  It will be an ornament to 
the city.”

Finally completed and consecrated 
in 1874, the historic sanctuary still 
stands today.  According to Knight, “I 
don’t know anybody who doesn’t love 
that church.”

Though the church struggled, it 
often prospered with changes and 
growth intermittently throughout its 
175 years. Notable changes include 
adding gas lights and carpet in 1892, 
a parsonage behind the church in 1900 
(the current parking lot), stained-glass 
windows in 1938 secured from the 
closed church at Cave Springs, and the 
Sunday School wing and parish hall 
during the 1950s.  From 1955 to 1960, 
while the population of Cartersville 
increased by 25%, membership at As-
cension more than doubled.

Also during this time the church 
advanced to full parish status in the 
Diocese of Atlanta. From the dioce-
san council records:  “Parishioners 
seemed convinced that the most ex-
pansive part of their history lay ahead.  
So too must have felt Episcopalians in 
Cartersville.”  

With growth and a succession of res-
ident ministers Rev. William D. Winn 
and Rev. Louis Tonsmeire Sr., Ascen-
sion’s identity formed as a church that 
helps people. Tonsmeire came to As-
cension in 1965 with helping people 
in mind, it seemed, fostering bi-racial 
discussions, the Retired Men’s Group, 
and compassion among people. 

Parmenter remembers his youth 
group in the late 1960’s:  “one week-
end where [Tonsmeire] took us on an 
eye-opening tour of blighted areas of 
Atlanta and [we] learned of the Epis-
copal Church’s community assistance” 
and to “NAACP headquarters in order 
that we could learn about their mis-

sion.”
During the 1980s, Rev. Michael 

(Corky) Carlisle welcomed to Ascen-
sion the nationwide Episcopal renewal 
along with tremendous growth, and he 
invited the late founder of Habitat for 
Humanity, Millard Fuller, which led 
to a Cartersville branch of Habitat — 
still active today.  

Perhaps the reason for the mayor’s 
statement that Ascension is a “crown 
jewel in the community” is the Red 
Door Food Pantry (RDFP). Begun as 
a few shelves of canned food, it has 
grown over the last decade. With Er-
ickson as rector, gleaming facilities 
supplanted the crumbling parish hall 
and Sunday School wing, and the sec-
ond largest room added was space for 
RDFP. Director Karen Tindall said, 
“The Red Door Food Pantry served 
over 96,000 pounds of food to 4,135 
families in Bartow County in 2018.” 
RDFP is a hands-on ministry, which 
appeals to the community, with over 
60 volunteers who actively serve.

The motto of the year-long celebra-
tion of 175 years is “Honor the past, 
celebrate now, forge our future in 
Christ.”

The church clearly honors the past 
and plans numerous celebrations 
during this year, but how do we forge 
our future in Christ? Who is Church 
of the Ascension after 175 years and 
where is it going? To discover these 
answers, the church conducted a 
self-survey recently, and consultant 
Rev. Frank Baltz led church leaders 
through the survey results on June 15. 
The group was thrilled with his news.

Of course, struggle and challenge 
remain, such as attracting millennials 
and remaining open to change. But 
Baltz said, “You are very strong as a 
church.  I’ve only seen one in the same 
ballpark. There is real vitality [here].” 

A “crown jewel”?  Maybe, but we’re 
not resting on our laurels.  There is 
work to be done.

Church of the Ascension Celebrates 175 Years

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION

LakePoint Sports certainly had its ups 
and downs in 2018. Yet after emerging 
from Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceed-
ings in December, the organization 
began 2019 with an all-equity balance 
sheet.

O’Brien said the monetary investment 
LakePoint Sports’ owner Rimrock Cap-
ital Management has made in the project 
is proof positive the California-based 
hedge fund is in it for the long haul.

“They’ve invested tens of millions at 
this point, obviously moving the organi-
zation through a restructure and uniting 
us in a really great position fi nancially, 
they’re all in — this is a signifi cant com-
mitment from Rimrock, and that’s why 

I’m here,” he said. “Their commitment 
is evident not only fi nancially, but also 
just by the accessibility and the part-
nership I’ve forged with the leadership 
there.”

As for how LakePoint can avoid the 
fi nancial shortfalls that befell its previ-
ous ownership group, O’Brien laid out a 
succinct mission statement.

“First and foremost, it’s how do we 
make LakePoint Sports all that it can 

be?” he said. “As the ultimate authority 
in youth sports, we want to continue to 
carry that banner and champion that as 
the premier youth sports destination in 
the country.”

Heading into a “new growth stage,” 
O’Brien said there’s certainly plenty of 
discussion of what LakePoint is “teth-
ered to” and plans for the brand and 
business moving forward. 

Yet, in his eyes, the year ahead will be 

defi ned by one key objective.
“My top priority heading into 2020 

is the guest experience, making sure we 
are mindful, thoughtful and relentless 
in providing exceptional guest experi-
ence in the LakePoint Sports campus,” 
he said, “and how do we embrace the 
community here, and how do we get 
involved in the community here as we 
continue to pursue responsible growth 
at LakePoint and the surrounding area?”

LakePoint
From Page 2G
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www.cartersvillepawnnshop.com

22 Year Anniversary Sale!

New Taurus 
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STARTING AT
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Present this coupon for

20% OFF
one regular priced item
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103 W Main Street

Downtown Cartersville

Mon-Sat 10-6

770.334.3920

BIGGEST AND FASTEST Tax Refund
Allowed By The IRS - GUARANTEED!

Reasons for Choosing Hometown Tax &
Accounting Services, Inc. To Professionally Prepare
and/or Electronically File Your Tax Return This Year:

129 W. Main St., Cartersville, GA

FREE Electronic Filing (with paid preparation)
SAME Day Tax Preparation (on most returns)
“No Wait EXPRESS Drop Off” Service
“NO MONEY PAID UP FRONT” Electronic Filing Services
“Never - Worry - About - Your Taxes - Again”

ACCURACY GUARANTEED!
IRS Representation

www.hometowntaxservices.com

Hometown Tax &
Accounting Services, Inc.

770-382-1295
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help you create a beautiful custom frame!

Custom Frames, Custom Frames, 
Unique Jewelry,Unique Jewelry,
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4 East Church Street • Cartersville, GA
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The Law Office of

Brad Stephens, P.C.
YOUR HOMETOWN ATTORNEY

Criminal Law • Family Law
Wills & Trusts • Bankruptcy

Personal Injury

Your Best
Defense
Put our legal
expertise to work on your case.

Where Customer Service is Always Free

Ask About Our 
Custom Cuts Package Deals!

Visit our website at:

www.MyGourmetSteaks.com
Mon - Thurs 9:30AM - 6PM 

Fri & Sat 9:30AM - 7PM • Closed Sunday
Mike Velon

770-334-8755
151 West Main St., Cartersville
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Cartersville, GA 30120
Owners Don
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R
139 W. Main St.

Downtown
Cartersville, GA
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