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BY JAMES SWIFT
james.swift@daily-tribune.com

While COVID-19 has understand-
ably been at the forefront of Depart-
ment of Public Health (DPH) discus-
sions over the last two years, it’s not 
the only pressing concern facing the 
local community.

Indeed, since the pandemic began, 
Bartow County Health Department 
Nurse Manager Cyndi Carter said 
there has been a considerable up-
tick in cases of sexually transmitted 
diseases and sexually transmitted 
infections — and the numbers are just 
now beginning to level off  in Bartow. 

“We do have people who live here 
that will go to other counties or people 

from other counties that come here to 
keep that private,” Carter said. “But 
regardless of where they’re coming 
from, we provide them education 
on the issue they may be facing and 
education to prevent issues that could 
occur.”

Talk of STDs and STIs may be 
uncomfortable, but it’s apparent that 
sexual health and wellbeing is a seri-
ous issue.

Long before COVID-19, the gravest 
public health crisis in America wasn’t 
a respiratory virus but AIDS — a sex-
ually-transmitted scourge that, over 
the last four decades, has led to more 
than 30 million deaths worldwide.

“If anybody does come back positive 
then we refer them to the HIV clinic in 

Rome,” Carter said of the local testing 
services. “If we have somebody that 
screens for a possible, potential candi-
date to receive pre-exposure prophy-
laxis (PREP), then we also send their 
information over to Floyd County to 
the PREP coordinator and they will 
further interview them.”

Beyond the STI and STD testing ser-
vices, the local health department also 
off ers a wide array of family planning 
and other reproductive health options.

“When they come we can do their 
assessments,” Carter said. “We assess 
what birth control method they’re 
wanting, what they’re eligible form 
what criteria they meet to get cer-
tain birth control methods — if it’s a 
long-acting contraceptive we have a 

nurse practitioner here who can put 
this in here at the health department.” 

Birth control and cervical cancer 
screening services are accessible for 
individuals ages 13 and up in Bartow 
County. Long active reversible con-
traceptives (LARCs) and Depo-Pro-
vera shots are among the treatments 
available.

The local health department also 
provides specialized breast and cer-
vical cancer prevention services for 
women over the age of 40.

“We can refer them for mammo-
grams through that program, which 
is all covered through State funding,” 
Carter said. 

BEYOND COVID

SEE COVID, PAGE 3
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 After COVID, Carter said many 
individuals that already have pri-
vate insurance have turned to public 
health services — due in part to pan-
demic-related constraints on primary 
care physicians.

“We don’t turn anyone away, re-
gardless of inability to pay,” she said. 
“Family planning starts out at $75, 
some people will scale down depend-
ing on their income to $35.”

Non-COVID immunization pro-
grams, Carter said, have certainly 
slowed down over the last two years. 

“A lot of the private sector, because 
they have limited the patients that 
they can see, are not able to keep the 
vaccines because they expire,” she 
said. “So a lot of our private sector 
physicians are not off ering the vac-
cines right now.”

Which, in turn, has resulted in more 
residents turning to the public health 
department for required and recom-
mended vaccinations.

“We always have those patients that 
are a little behind, but it’s for various 
diff erent reasons,” she said. “We run a 
report every month and when we see 
that a child is behind, we send them a 
letter asking them to come back in — 
we try to send them at least three so 

that we can get them back in.”
The local health department pro-

vides information sheets on all of its 
vaccines. Carter said the department 

does not mind answering any ques-
tions residents may have about partic-
ular services — and as always, there 
is additional information abounding 

on the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) website.COVID

From Page 2 SEE COVID, PAGE 4

Harbin Clinic furthers its reach with Heart Center
BY MARIE NESMITH

marie.nesmith@daily-tribune.com

Harbin Clinic expanded its services 
in Cartersville last year with the 
opening of its Heart Center. Estab-
lished in September 2021, the facility 
is located at 150 Gentilly Blvd.

“The opening of the Harbin Clinic 
Heart Center was a recognition of the 
diverse set of cardiac services and 
excellence that our local cardiologists 
have been providing for the communi-
ty for years,” said Dr. Maxwell Prem-
peh, cardiologist and Harbin Clinic’s 

assistant medical director for Bartow 
County. “We strive to provide quality 
cardiac care for all our patients and 
the Heart Center will helps us contin-
ue to serve in this capacity for years 
to come. Harbin Clinic is committed to 
Cartersville and the Heart Center is a 
milestone in our quest to care com-
pletely.”

The new center spans 7,800 square 
feet and off ers patients access to nu-
merous cardiac services and health 
care providers. 

SEE HEART, PAGE 6

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY 
TRIBUNE NEWS

Harbin Clinic’s Heart 
Center opened in 
September at 150 
Gentilly Blvd. in Car-
tersville.
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“Every program that someone 
comes in for, whether it’s an STI, 
a family planning, a breast and 
cervical cancer program, any pro-
gram that they come in, we look at 
their immunization records,” she 
said. “We tell them at that time if 
they have anything that’s out-
standing or if we have any recom-
mended vaccines.”

Over the last few months, Carter 
said she’s noticed an increase in 
the number of Bartow residents 
requesting vaccinations for shin-
gles and pneumonia.

“Whether a lot of that has to do 
with the concerns that COVID 
brought or not, I don’t know,” she 
said. “We have been giving those 
more than we normally do.”

Georgia DPH spokesman Logan 
Boss said that “vaccine hesitancy” 
isn’t just an issue with COVID-19.

“We work with our private 
physicians in the community on 
education, we promote immuni-
zations and the safety of immuni-
zations through social media and 
traditional news media,” he said.

That includes eff orts to 
“cross-market” immunization in-
formation to DPH clients who may 
come in for diff erent reasons, such 
as Women, Infants and Children 
(WIC) program-related services.

“It’s primarily an educational 
process,” he said. “Just the same 
as it is with the COVID vaccines.”

Regardless of the nature of visits 
— whether it’s for school-year 
inoculations or emergency treat-
ment for highly contagious com-
municable diseases — Carter said 
public health services are direly 
important for the community.

And that’s especially true, she 
said, for low-income clientele. 

“All the nurses are great educa-
tors and we have walk-in services 
every single day,” she said. “We 
see people that are insured, 
uninsured, under-insured — and 
if they don’t have insurance or 
they’re under-insured, those vac-
cines are just $20.”

COVID
From Page 3

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION

As healthcare continues to evolve, 
staying on the cutting edge of inno-
vative treatments and diagnostics is 
essential to the wellness of a commu-
nity. At Harbin Clinic, it is equally 
important to honor the foundational 
principles of the clinic – intentional 
patient care focused on the wellbeing 
and health of the whole person.  

The physician-led multi-specialty 
group looks ahead to the ever-chang-
ing landscape of healthcare, poised for 
progress. 

“The past few years showed us the 
critical importance of meeting our pa-
tients where they are and challenging 
ourselves to rethink how we operate. 
Being able to adapt and establish new 
means of providing care, from tele-
medicine visits to virtual community 
outreach, is an important part of our 
mission,” says Kenna Stock, Harbin 
Clinic CEO. “Harbin Clinic has a rich 
history and proven track record of 
innovating to meet the needs of the 
patients we serve.”

In 2021, Harbin Clinic made in-
vestments in people and space to 
better serve the Northwest Georgia 
community. In fact, Harbin Clinic 
welcomed 11 new physicians to prac-
tices throughout the region. Interven-
tional Cardiologist Dr. Ryan Chizner 
recently joined the cardiology team 
in Bartow County, and his approach 
to heart care incorporates advanced 
evaluation and treatment methods 
alongside an inherent desire to help 
people. Pediatrician Dr. Chelsea Te-
han and Family Medicine physician 
Dr. Lacey Johnson joined the practices 
at Harbin Clinic Adairsville and bring 
extensive knowledge and expertise to 
the thriving community. Continuing 
to recruit world-class providers who 
are committed to comprehensive, com-
passionate care remains imperative as 

the clinic moves into 2022. 
The Harbin Clinic Heart Center 

Cartersville also opened its doors in 
2021, extending patient accessibili-
ty to exceptional care and bringing 
integrated heart care closer to home 
for Bartow County residents. The 
new 7,800 square-foot Heart Center 
provides care in clinical cardiology, 
pediatric cardiology, interventional 
cardiology, cardiac imaging, nuclear 
imaging, and stress echocardiography 
all within one building.

Harbin Clinic Physical Therapy 
and Hand Therapy services work in 
tandem with numerous specialties 
at the clinic. An essential part of the 
recovery process, these specialties 
help injured and postoperative pa-
tients gain back strength and mobility. 
These experienced medical profes-
sionals are trained to perform an 
array of treatment techniques to help 
patients manage pain and get back to 
their routine. 

A key focus for Harbin Clinic in 
2022 is working with patients to 
ensure they are up to date on crucial 
preventative screenings and exams. 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, 
many individuals opted to delay rou-
tine tests, which could potentially in-
crease their risk of detrimental health 
conditions. Prioritizing outreach to 
patients on the life-saving importance 
of these wellness screenings and their 

ability to detect 
specifi c diseases 
early is a signifi -
cant initiative for 
Harbin Clinic.

Stock summa-
rizes, “As Harbin 
Clinic looks to the 
future of health-
care in Rome, we 
also believe in 
being good stew-
ards of the values 
established by our 
founders – putting 
patients’ needs fi rst, empowering our 
physicians, caring for our community, 
and providing expert care.” 

About Harbin Clinic 
Harbin Clinic is Georgia’s largest 

physician-owned, multi-specialty clinic 
with more than 250 providers across 
more than 40 specialties in 21 locations 
throughout Northwest Georgia. Since 
1871, the Harbin family has practiced 
medicine in the region, founding the 
Harbin Hospital in 1908 in Rome, 
Georgia. That hospital grew into the 
present Harbin Clinic, which cares for 
thousands of patients each day. Harbin 
Clinic Cares Completely for Northwest 
Georgia. For more information, visit 
www.harbinclinic.com.

Harbin Clinic continues legacy 
of patient-focused healthcare

Kenna Stock, Harbin Clinic CEO Dr. Ryan Chizner
Interventional
Cardiologist

Dr. Chelsea Tehan
Pediatrician

Dr. Lacey Johnson
Family Medicine
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“The Cartersville Heart Center team 
consists of 12 providers, including fi ve 
cardiologists — four adult cardiologists 
and one pediatric cardiologist — and 
seven APCs [advanced practice clini-
cians],” Prempeh said. “We serve all 
ages and provide a variety of cardiac 
services, including heart cath, heart 
stents, cardiac noninvasive imaging, 
stress testing, peripheral artery inter-
ventions, heart failure clinic, pulmo-
nary hypertension management and 
percutaneous ASD/PFO closures. We 
are always looking for ways to provide 
more cardiac services to our communi-
ty and anticipate further expansion in 
the future.”

One of the Heart Center’s newest 
physicians is Dr. Ryan Chizner, an in-
terventional and clinical cardiologist. 
The Acworth resident joined Harbin 
Clinic’s cardiology team in Carters-
ville in November.

“I was very impressed by the com-
passionate, comprehensive, coordinat-
ed, patient-centered care that is deliv-
ered here and the camaraderie that 
exists between the physicians, nurses 
and other members of the health care 

team,” Chizner said. “Harbin Clinic 
cardiology off ers the latest most com-
prehensive state-of-the-art innovations 
in cardiovascular care, including a 
broad range of diagnostic and treat-
ment options to provide each patient 
with the best care possible.”

He noted his passion for “challenging 
intellectual work and the art of medi-
cine” drew him to cardiology.

“The best part of interventional 
cardiology is performing procedures 

that have an instant positive result,” 
Chizner said. “Whether it is a mid-
dle-aged man gripping his chest in the 
throes of a heart attack, a patient on di-
alysis with shortness of breath caused 
by fl uid around the heart or a frail 
elderly woman with congestive heart 
failure caused by a critically diseased 
heart valve, the ability to perform im-
mediate invasive procedures that sig-
nifi cantly impact a patient’s health and 
well-being is incredibly rewarding.”

Through his subspecialty, interven-
tional cardiology, Chizner continues to 
fi nd his work “stimulating, challeng-
ing and rewarding.”

“I chose interventional cardiology 
because I enjoy the acuity and variety 
of the procedures I perform,” he said. 
“We are now seeing rapidly evolving 
advances in technology for the treat-
ment of all heart ailments.

“The clinical and technical opportu-
nities in this fi eld will continue to grow 
in the future. Although interventional 
cardiology is a subspecialty that can 
be both physically and emotionally 
demanding while also time and labor 
intensive, the investment that I have 
made in my training and career has 
been well worth the eff ort.”

For Chizner, the most important 
reasons for entering the medical fi eld 
are never-changing.

“First and foremost, it’s an abiding 
fascination with science and technolog-
ical advances for sure,” he said. “But, 
I believe deep down inside even more 
important than that is a burning desire 
to help people in need of care.

“To me, there is no greater oppor-
tunity, responsibility or calling than 
to be a physician, a healer. Cardiology 
is my passion because of the physical, 
spiritual and emotional meaning it pro-
vides to me in prolonging and improv-
ing patients’ quality of life.”

Chizner considers himself “fortu-
nate” to have had numerous “inspir-
ing” mentors and role models during 
his career. His father is a cardiologist 
and his mother serves as a speech 
pathologist.

“My father, also an interventional 
cardiologist, has been eternally sup-
portive and instilled in me the passion 
for interventional cardiology,” Chizner 
said. “He imparted upon me the impor-
tance of caring for others from a young 
age.

“Two philosophies that still resonate 
with me from my father are: ‘Cure if 
you can, alleviate if you cannot, always 
comfort and support, and never take 
away hope.’ And, emphasizing the im-
portance of real patient care, ‘No one 
cares how much you know until they 
know how much you care.’”

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Dr. Ryan Chizner consults with a patient 
at Harbin Clinic’s Heart Center in Carters-
ville.

Heart
From Page 3

Types of venous disease and treatment options
Types of venous diseases

Spider veins are the small, visible 
veins which often have the appear-
ance of having been drawn on the 
skin, with a fi ne pen.  They do not 
bulge out beyond the skin, but can be 
unsightly, and can also be associated 
with itching or discomfort, though 
they are considered cosmetic.  

Varicose veins are the bulging 
veins, often seen on the thighs and 
legs. As they grow larger, they can 
cause more pain, itching, burning, 
fatigue, and become more unsightly.  
Varicose veins are not just a cosmet-
ic issue but can often be a sign of an 

underlying vein condition known as 
Chronic Venous Insuffi  ciency (CVI). 

CVI is one of the most common 
vascular conditions worldwide and 
is twice as prevalent as heart disease 
and fi ve times more prevalent than 
peripheral arterial disease. CVI is due 
to blood fl owing backwards (refl uxing) 
in the superfi cial veins due to mal-
functioning valves. This leads to blood 
pooling in the legs, especially in the 
calves and feet, leading to a variety of 
symptoms including leg heaviness/
fatigue, restless legs, Charley horse/
night cramps, itching, spider and 
varicose veins, skin discoloration, 
numbness/tingling (i.e. neuropathy), 

and venous ulcers. CVI aff ects 25% to 
90% of the population in their lifetime 
and is one of the greatest epidemics in 
this country that goes undiagnosed. 
The diagnosis of CVI is done with a 
venous refl ux ultrasound done in the 
offi  ce with minimal discomfort by 
our vascular technician followed by a 
provider visit. 

Treatment options

Compression stockings, usually 
knee-high along with exercise and 
weight loss are the initial treatments 

Arun Chervu, MD, FACS, RVT, MBA, MHA, 
is a board-certifi ed vascular surgeon.

SEE VENOUS, PAGE 7
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of CVI. Compression stockings im-
prove blood fl ow in two ways. First, 
they improve the function of the 
muscle pump system in your calf. 
Second, they minimize pooling 
of blood in the dependent portion 
of your legs secondary to gravity.  
Compression stockings come in 
diff erent strengths measured in 
“millimeters of mercury”, just like 
your blood pressure. The lowest 
strength ranges from 8-15 mmHg 
and are often used in hospitals to 
reduce the risk of blood clots (aka 
deep vein thrombosis, DVT.) The 
highest strength is 40-50 mmHg 
and is used for those with lymph-
edema or severe venous disease. 

The most common strength is 20-30 
mmHg and is used for patients with 
chronic venous insuffi  ciency (CVI).  
While it is true that compression 
stockings cannot prevent CVI, they 
can minimize the severity of CVI 
and delay the onset of symptoms. 
People with history of blood clots, 
obesity, inactivity and in jobs 
that require prolonged sitting or 
standing should wear compression 
stockings.  

Fortunately, there have been 
several advancements in our 
treatment of vein problems.  Most 
of them can be done in the offi  ce, 
with minimal discomfort, and very 
little recovery time.  Most of the 
time, patients can return to work 
and regular activities the day after 
treatment, or even the same day. 

Venous
From Page 6

SEE VENOUS, PAGE 9

Atrium Health Floyd expands 

robotic surgery off erings

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION

Atrium Health Floyd began of-
fering robot-assisted surgery about 
a year and a half ago. Since then, 
Floyd Medical Center has added two 
more surgical devices as it honors 
its commitment to provide the latest 
technology to the communities it 
serves. 

“Robot-assisted surgery is a 
continually expanding option in 
the medical fi eld,” said Dr. Kenneth 
Jones, Executive Vice President and 
Chief Medical Offi  cer at Floyd Medi-

cal Center. “We are always watching 
new technology is it evolves to im-
prove outcomes and ensure a better 
experience for our patients.”

Floyd Medical Center installed 
its fi rst da Vinci Xi Surgical System 
in the fall of 2020. That system is 
optimized for a full range of surgical 
services. The hospital fi rst used it in 
November 2020. The technology is 
ideal for many surgeries because it 
enhances the ability to make small 
incisions in very tight confi nes.

SEE ATRIUM, PAGE 11
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Better health
for a better community

Atrium Health Floyd — where the brightest minds in healthcare have

come together to bring award-winning care to you — will elevate and strengthen

the health and wellness of our community like never before.
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For patients with varicose veins, 
treatment is fi rst focused on venous 
insuffi  ciency, if it is present. Depend-
ing upon which vein or veins are af-
fected, they may be able to be sealed 
off , to prevent the blood fl owing back-
wards in the superfi cial veins. 

For several years, we have used en-
dovenous laser treatment (EVLT) or 
radiofrequency (Venefi t) to close off  
the refl uxing veins.  These modali-
ties have been been shown to be very 
safe and over 95% eff ective.  

Most recently, a special surgi-
cal adhesive, called Venaseal, has 
allowed us to glue the incompetent 
veins shut. This exciting new proce-
dure has virtually no discomfort and 
has shown equally good results but 
is currently limited to only certain 
insurance carriers. Often, closing 
off  the malfunctioning veins will 
allow the varicose veins to collapse 
down, and fl atten out. In some cases, 
the more superfi cial veins below the 
area of vein closure do not complete-
ly disappear and these veins can be 
removed through tiny incisions in 
the offi  ce, a procedure called stab 
phlebectomy.  

Another minimally-invasive, 
non-surgical option is to use Varith-
ena to administer a small amount of 
micro foam into aff ected veins. The 
vein then collapses, and blood is re-
directed to healthier vessels nearby.  

Veins both above and below the knee 
can be treated using this method, 
and it’s appropriate for veins with 
a range of diameters, from small 
to large. Twisted veins and veins 
that have been treated unsuccess-
fully with other methods may also 
respond to Varithena. Your vascu-
lar surgeon can discuss treatment 
options with you during your initial 
consultation. 

Spider veins are mainly treated for 
their appearance. We can use medi-
cations including hypertonic saline 
and Asclera to make these tiny veins 
shrivel up and disappear.  Some-
times, we can shine special laser 
light on the veins, to make them go 
away.

 The results of treatment for vein 
problems have been excellent. To-
day’s minimally invasive procedures 
are often dramatic, and long-lasting. 
The patient’s frequently report feel-
ing better, with more energy and less 
tiredness in their legs.

What to do next?

In conclusion, there is no need to 
continue suff ering from tired legs or 
unsightly veins, with the availabili-
ty of modern vein treatment. Better 
feeling and more attractive legs are 
more accessible to men and women 
than ever before. If you suff er from 
these types of problems, or know 
someone who does, a quick evalua-
tion by a qualifi ed vascular surgeon, 
is just an offi  ce visit away.

— Arun Chervu, MD, FACS, RVT, 
MBA, MHA, is a board-certifi ed 
vascular surgeon. He has been prac-
ticing in northwest Georgia for almost 
27 years and for the last year has 
extended his practice to the Roswell/
Alpharetta area. He is a partner at 
Vascular Surgical Associates, PC and 

Vein Specialists of Northwest Georgia.  
Vascular Surgical Associates and 
Vein Specialists of Northwest Geor-
gia currently have eleven convenient 
locations to serve your needs.The Al-
pharetta offi  ce is located at 5755 North 
Point Parkway, Suite 214. You may 
reach the offi  ce at 770-423-0595. 

Venous
From Page 7

Feeling Down? Try These Tips From Piedmont To Get Out Of A Funk
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION

If you’re feeling unmotivated, down 
or not like yourself lately, you’re not 
alone. Many people are in a funk after 
more than two years of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“A lot of people are in a funk right 
now—and I’ve noticed it getting worse 
as the pandemic continues,” says 
Angela Buttimer, MS, NCC, RYT, LPC, 

a licensed psychotherapist at Cancer 
Wellness at Piedmont. “I see even 
typically high-functioning, energized 
people feeling unmotivated.”

Buttimer recommends several ways 
to get out of a funk and feel better:

• Move your body

Physical activity is so helpful be-
cause there are more neuroreceptors 

in the body than in the skull brain, 
she explains. Even fi ve to 10 minutes 
of movement can improve your mood. 
“When you move your body, you send 
a message to your brain that you’re 
feeling better. Your brain will follow 
your body.”

• Get fresh air

“Getting a breath of fresh air can be 

invigorating,” says Buttimer. A signifi -
cant body of research shows the mental 
and physical benefi ts of nature.

• Listen to upbeat music

Music can have a powerful eff ect on 
how you feel. “Find music that’s uplift-
ing, motivating and positive,” she says. 

SEE DOWN, PAGE 10
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“Just one song can instantly change 
your mood.”

• Mindfully consume content

Your brain has mirror neurons, 
which cause your thoughts to “mirror” 
the TV shows you watch, podcasts you 
listen to and books you read. Choose 
content that refl ects how you want to 
feel.

• Do something productive

Self-care is essential, says Buttimer, 
but too much rest can create malaise. 
Being engaged and productive can 
boost your energy.  

• Spend time with a furry friend

 “Research has shown that an ani-
mal’s playful nature has the power to 
lift a person’s mood and improve their 
immune function,” she says. If you 
don’t have a pet of your own, spend 
time with a friend’s pet.

• Refl ect on your habits

 “During the pandemic, many people 
have self-medicated with poor nutri-
tion, alcohol or drugs,” says Buttimer. 
“These activities may initially give you 
relief, but if you keep drinking or eat-
ing cookies, the serotonin hit you got 
at fi rst won’t increase.” Instead, eating 
well, exercising and getting enough 
sleep can work wonders for your mood.

• Connect with others

While you might have found value 
in alone time during the pandemic, 

it’s possible to overdo it. “Connect 
with friends who make you laugh and 
love and accept you unconditionally,” 
she says. “Just one conversation can 
turn around your mood.”

Get help if you’re in a funk

If you feel down or depressed, reach 
out to a professional for support, such 
as a physician, counselor or coach.

Buttimer also recommends getting 
tested for vitamin and mineral defi -
ciencies. If you’re low on vitamin B, 
vitamin D or iron, it can lead to a lack 
of energy and demotivation, she says. 
Find a provider who looks at your 
whole health picture rather than only 
treating your symptoms.

“We all need support,” says Buttim-
er. “Find a coach, counselor or doctor 
who can help you. If they’re not the 
right fi t, don’t assume it was a bad 
idea to seek help. When you fi nd the 
right person, you can go from feeling 
bad to good or from feeling good to 
great.”

Getting healthy happens wherever 
you are - and we’re right there with 
you every step of the way. For more 
health and lifestyle tips, news and 
recipes, visit our Living Better blog at 
piedmont.org. 

— To locate and schedule an ap-
pointment with a Piedmont physician, 
visit piedmont.org.

Down
From Page 9
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SPECIAL
Stephen L. Brown, MD, Rome Orthopaedic Center, and Bryce Gibson, Surgical Tech-
nologist, prepare a patient before using the robot during a knee surgery.

SPECIAL
Physician assistant Brooke 
Bingham (left), Shannon Gibel, 
DePuy representative, and 
Stephen L. Brown, MD, Rome 
Orthopaedic Center, use a 
monitor.

 The da Vinci Xi Surgical System 
allows the doctor to sit at a console 
and guide the surgical instruments. 
The surgeon is 100 percent in con-
trol. The technology translates hand 
movements into smaller, more precise 
movements of tiny instruments inside 
the patient’s body. The Xi System’s im-
mersive 3D-HD vision system provides 
surgeons a highly magnifi ed view, vir-
tually extending their eyes and hands 
into the patient.

In December, the hospital recorded 
its fi rst robot-assisted knee replace-
ment surgery using the DePuy Syn-
thes VELYS Robotic-Assisted Solu-
tion. That device is used for total knee 
replacement surgery. The VELYS 
technology assists the surgeon in 
ensuring the knee implant fi ts per-
fectly to give patients the best overall 
experience. 

The hospital also added a second da 
Vinci Xi Surgical System in late 2021.

— Since 1942, Floyd, now Atrium 
Health Floyd, has worked to provide 
aff ordable, accessible care in northwest 
Georgia and northeast Alabama. To-

day, Atrium Health Floyd is a leading 
medical provider and economic force. 
As part of the largest, integrated, non-
profi t health system in the Southeast, it 
is also able to tap into some of the na-
tion’s leading medical experts and spe-
cialists with Atrium Health, allowing 
it to provide the best care close to home 
– including advanced innovations in 
virtual medicine and care. At the hub of 
these services is Floyd Medical Center, 
a 304-bed full-service, acute care hospi-
tal and regional referral center. Atrium 
Health Floyd employs more than 3,400 
teammates who provide care in over 40 
medical specialties at three hospitals: 
Floyd Medical Center in Rome, Geor-
gia; Floyd Cherokee Medical Center in 
Centre, Alabama; Floyd Polk Medical 
Center in Cedartown, Georgia, as well 
as Floyd Behavioral Health Center, a 
freestanding 53-bed behavioral health 
facility, also in Rome; and a primary 
care and urgent care network with 
locations throughout the service area 
of northwest Georgia and northeast 
Alabama.

Atrium
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