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Registration
In Progress

Precautions are taken to keep all of our students healthy!
For Registration Information Call 770-386-4779

www.cartersvilleschoolofballet.com

“A Tradition of Excellence” – Established in 1972
43 Public Square • P.O. Box 603 •Located in Historic Downtown Cartersville

• Ballet • Jazz

• Hip Hop

• Tap • Pointe

• Contemporary

• Ballet/Tap Combination

• Jazz/Tap Combination

Sat, Sept 3 Oregon *
Sat, Sept 10 Samford
Sat, Sept 17 @ South Carolina
Sat, Sept 24 Kent State
Sat, Oct 1 @ Missouri
Sat, Oct 8 Auburn

Sat, Oct 15 Vanderbilt
Sat, Oct 29 Florida *
Sat, Nov 5 Tennessee
Sat, Nov 12 @ Mississippi State
Sat, Nov 19 @ Kentucky
Sat, Nov 26 Georgia Tech

Georgia 
Bulldogs 2022 

Schedule

Georgia 
Tech 2022 
Schedule

* Game played at neutral site.

Fri, Sept 5 Clemson
Sat, Sept 10 Western Carolina
Sat, Sept 17 Ole Miss.
Sat, Sept 24 @UCF
Sat, Oct 1 @ Pitt
Sat, Oct 8 Duke

Thur, Oct 20 Virginia
Sat, Oct 29 @ Florida State
Sat, Nov 5 @ Virginia Tech
Sat, Nov 12 Miami
Sat, Nov 19 @ North Carolina
Sat. Nov 26 @ Georgia

Region 6-3A
 2021 Season 2021 Region 
 Record Record
Adairsville 8-3 6-2

remen -6 2-4
Coahulla Cree  4-6 2-6

ordon ee -6 4-3
a a ette 4-6 3-

 1-9 1-9
Ridgeland 1-9 0-
Ringgold 10-2 -1

Region 7-5A
 2021 Season 2021 Region 
 Record Record
Calhoun 12-3 4-1
Cartersville 10-1 5-0
Cass 5-6 2-3
Dalton 2-8 1-6
Hiram 1-9 1-4
Woodland 1-9 0-5
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From Our Winning Team To Yours... 
Good Luck For A Great Season!

Call Us For All Of Your Heating
And Air Conditioning Needs

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

“Serving You For Over 62 Years”
770-382-1221

Wishing You A Winning Season!

402 E. Church Street
Cartersville, GA

770-382-0076
www.stilesjewelers.com

Stiles Jewelers
More than you expect from a jewelry store.
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ADAIRSVILLE TIGERS
1 Easton Elrod
2 Connor Ray
4 Kymoni Pullum
5 Tre Winters
6 Ethan Blome
7 McKaiden Reece
8 Grayson Belcher
9 Austin White
11 Charlie Ray
12 Chase Hilburn
13 Jaydon Hovarth
14 Xavious Nalls
15 Jonathan Gough
16 Kolt McCord
17 Caden Copeland
18 Chris Roper
19 Jamarian Pullum
20 Malachi Linley
21 LJ Smith
22 Brock Slocumb
23 Peyton Bowen

24 J’Vian Ledbetter
25 Ethan Baker
26 Howard Bailey
27 KB Wilkey
28 Vaidyn Payne
29 Tamarius Wilkey
30 Hayden Blalock
31 PJ Richards
32 Jay Chancey
33 Seth Abernathy
34 Blaine Leighly
35 Zachary Stephey
36 Ethan Brown
37 Reeece Alexander
38 Arthur Lefl er
39 Jacob Jones
40 Elisha Moore
41 Adam Poch
42 Logan Franklin
43 Cooper Souders
44 Collier Vanorder

45 Cody Dobbs
46 Brad Barton
47 Joseph Thorne
48 Graham Coheley
49 James Searcey
50 Jaden Watson
51 Mason Tordrup
52 Andrew Foster
53 Seth Sellers
54 Melvin Gonzales
55 Jarrett Scott
56 Keshaun Miles
57 Jaimen Long
58 Braxton Ryan
59 Riley Worthington
60 Daelon Beasley 
61 Luke Altizer
62 CJ Gardner
63 Matthew Grant
64 Kaleb Bunch
66 Tallon Crunkelton

67 David Romo
68 Jett Johnson
69 James Foster
70 William Gutierrez
71 Eli Swanson
72 Markaveous Diamond
73 William Ritter
74 Hayden Tribble
75 Archer Dasinger
76 Bobby Campbell
77 Coleden Garner
78 Jake Barton
80 Norman Poch
81 Noah Matthews
88 Barrett Fuller 
89 Westin Crisp
92 Adrian Harris
94 CJ Slocum
99 Mason Shankles

PHOTO COURTESY OF TONSMEIRE STUDIO
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Hours: Monday - Saturday 8 AM - 7 PM • Sunday 10 AM - 6 PM

924 West Ave. • 770-382-1298

ro ane as e  lls and Much More ...

Good Luck This Season
from Your Friends at

We Are Your Headquarters For

Cartersville
Hardware

408B GRASSDALE ROAD
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1983

Ralph Bagley - Owner

770-386-3250

GARAGE DOORS • LIFTMASTER OPENERS

Atlanta Area Door
Bagley’s

RS

GOOD LUCK
ON A SAFE AND 
SUCCESSFUL SEASON!

Adairsville Tigers
Aug. 26 Cherokee Bluff

Sept. 2 @ Rabun County

Sept. 9 Cass

Sept. 16 @ Lakeview-Fort Oglethorpe*

Sept. 23 Ringgold*

Sept. 30 @ LaFayette*

Oct. 7 @  Ridgeland*

Oct. 21 Gordon Lee*

Oct. 28 @Breman*

Nov. 4 Coahulla Creek*

20
22

*Region Game

Tigers e ing region 
c ampions ip

Adairsville returns eight 
starters in what Coach Jon 
Cudd hopes will be a potent 

off ense. Defensively, only two starters 
return, but he said there is a lot of 
returning talent ready to step up and 
be starters. If everything works out 
as Cudd is hoping, and the Tigers stay 
healthy, Adairsville could possibly be 
crowned as region champions in a few 
months.

“Our goal is to win the region,” 
Cudd said. “We have a lot of returning 
talent. I like our guys, and by that I 
mean my coaches and my players. A 
region championship is our goal and 
our expectation. The sky is the limit 
for us.”

But a lot has changed since last 
year, mainly the teams that now make 

up the region. Gone is Rockmart, 
North Murray and Sonoraville while 
Bremen, Gordon Lee and Ridgeland 
have been added. 

Adairsville went 8-3 overall and 
6-2 in Region 6-3A, which placed the 
Tigers second in their region behind 
Rockmart.

Asked who the favorite is in the re-
gion this year, Cudd said it’s probably 
Adairsville by what he’s heard from 
others. Being tagged as one of the 
favorites is something that will take 
some getting used to.

“We are used to being the underdog 
here,” Cudd said. “We play that role 
well. We have to make sure our play-
ers understand that nothing is given 

SEE TIGERS, PAGE 14
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CARTERSVILLE PURPLE HURRICANES
1 Morocco Wilkey  
1 Darnel Toliver
2 Malachi Jeff ries
2 Demari Benham
3 Ja’mauri Brice
3 Adrian Taylor-Wilson
4 Romo Pace
4 Khoa Tang
5 Chris Ryan
5 Mooaz Suleman
6 Khristian Lando
6 Logan Vermillion
7 Paul Gamble
8 Monterrius Tolbert
9 Jaylen Scott
10 Nate Russell
11 Collin Fletcher
12 Turner Abernathy 
13 JD Trail
14 Kace Adams
15 Philip Schiltz
17 Andrew Schrimsher
18 Luke Parker

19 Kendric Price
21 Braylon Inman
22 Richard Houston
23 Caleb Coley
24 Christian Thomas
25 James Echols
27 Logan Shrewsbury
28 Talan Nix
39 Stephen Rowser
30 Kelson Mitchell
31 Quashawn Lopez
32 Maddox Frazier
33 Jace Steele
34 Ahmari Thomas
35 Baylon Long
36 Chad Lynn
37 Caden Aleman
38 Jachai Delgado
39 Keylan McCarty
40 Landen Heath
41 Luke McBride
42 Landen Whitman
43 Myles Forristall

44 Connor Brasfi eld
45 Tayshaun Carter
46 Thomas Peters
47 Braxton Kitchens
48 John Hullander
49 KJ Morris
50 Delroy Hurst
51 Ali Hamilton 
52 Martavius Cochran
53 Nicholas Kenney
54 Tre Taylor
55 Jade Akins
56 Jayden Curtis
57 Cooper Moon
58 DJ Hill
59 JoJo Scott
60 Josh Durrett
61 Jarvis Card
62 Jaxson Litton
63 Jaden Cureton
65 Devyn Brown
66 Ryland Mott
67 Johnathan Radford

68 Cole Dumas
70 Co’ryn Hayes
71 Johnathan Cline
72 Treshaun Winters
73 Langston Hogg
74 Luke Surrett
75 Andrew Medina
76 Darrien Preston
77 Malachi Toliver
78 Bobby Dellaporta
80 Cliff ord Harshaw
81 Xavier Parker
82 Cooper Graves
83 Jimmy Channell 
84 Jordyn Woods
85 Will Feuerbach
87 Jack Graves
88 Aaron Schrimsher
90 Cameron-Preston Hill
91 Jaden Summerize
92 Osiel Nava
93 Johan Ramirez
98 Jesus Gutierrez
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Good Luck On A Successful Season!

From Our Sales Team to Yours...
ew  re wned Sales
Service e artment

 . Main Street
Cartersville, GA 30120

www.hondaofcartersville.com

Sales ours
Mon ri am m • Sat am m

Service ours
Mon ri am m

Sat am m

Cartersville Canes
Aug. 19 @ Cherokee

Aug. 26 Jonesboro

Sept. 2 @ Allatoona

Sept. 9 Columbia

Sept. 16 Heritage

Sept. 30 Calhoun*

Oct. 7  @ Cass*

Oct. 14 @ Hiram*

Oct. 21 Woodland*

Oct. 28 @ Dalton*

2
0

2
2

*Region Game

BY SCOTT POWER
scott.power@daily-tribune.com

Cartersville football is, year in 
and year out, one of the top 
teams in the state of Georgia 

and Coach Conor Foster embraces 
the expectations that come with hav-
ing talented teams.

The Hurricanes went 10-1 last 
season, losing to Warner Robins in 
the second round of the playoff s by 
a touchdown. As always, there are 
expectations, but Foster, entering his 
ninth year at Cartersville and fourth 
as the head coach, isn’t worried as 
much about other people’s expecta-
tions as his team’s expectations.

“From a season standpoint, it’s 
to get the most out of what we have 
been given, to maximize our gifts 

and our talents,” Foster said. “Our 
mantra this year is to plant the fl ag. 
We’ve been very close the last few 
years to being back on top. We are 
not going to shy away from that goal, 
but really for us that happens if we 
focus on ourselves and our standard 
and we are working against our 
standard every day. We have found 
that the end results takes care of 
itself.”

While this season is important, 
Foster is also looking at continuing 
to build the program and hopefully 
compete for titles every year. 

Cartersville last won a state title 
in 2016 and also won in 2015. The 
Hurricanes played for the state title, 
but lost, in 2018 and 2020.

Cartersville embraces 
expectations

SEE CANES, PAGE 15
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CASS COLONELS
1 Sacovie White
2 Chris Wood
3 Mac Nelson
4 Ja’Kai Baldwin
5 Freddie Gbadie
6 Brodie McWorther
7 Devin Henderson
8 JaShaun Brown-Whatley
9 Kaden Krause 
10 Kevin Henderson 
11 Kaden Ellis 
12 Todd Gaddy  
13 Kintrell Whatley  
14 Jeremiah Deroche´ 
15 Madix Young
16 Braylon Hill
17 Chase Tatum 
18 Sean Sisk 

19 Treshaun Reed 
20 Logan Woods 
21 Jerome Sanders 
22 Trey Renfro 
23 Bailey Berry 
24 Malachi Harris 
25 Laron Taylor 
26 Corey McHenry 
27 Zeke Helton 
28 Elijah Slocum 
29 Miles Cooley 
30 Josh Love 
31 Cortez Clemmons 
32 William Buttrum 
34 Dariyon Woff ord 
35 Alexander Hale 
36 Chandler Congo 
38 Amaurie Lacey 

39 Jayden Evans 
40 Tripp Adams
41 Samson Stevenson
42 Ja’Caiden Leonard 
43 Mason Tomkins 
44 Wyatt Harris 
46 Bryant Cullifer 
47 Derris Reece 
48 Jamari Jackson 
49 Michael Cameron
50 TJ Green 
51 Tayvian McKibbins 
52 Saboor Kamal 
53 Brennon Coleman 
54 Judd Hyde 
55 Tyler Pinson 
56 Gracen Vanhook 
57 Porter Kirby 

58 Malik Henry 
59 Christian Carson 
60 Colton Graham 
61 Peyton Graham 
62 Jayden Malone 
63 Charles Cullifer 
64 Walker Sims 
65 John Abernathey 
66 Abram Franco 
67 Owen Flores 
68 Price Higgins 
70 Trey Congo 
71 Aidan Hurndon 
72 Aydin Priest 
74 Nicholas Garrett 
75 Jacob Brown 
76 Bear McWhorter 
77 Parker Dunn 

78 Kail Ellis 
80 Jamari Talley 
81 Brandon Lee 
83 Donnell Wise 
86 Adrian Dye 
87 Logan Vickers 
88 Makiah Barnett 
89 Nazaire Fleurine 
90 Karter Berdnik 
91 Jose Reyes 
92 Isaac Dukes 
93 Austin McCarthur 
94 Braden Vickery 
95 Saul Villela 
96 Andy Avelar 
97 Kayden Johson 
98 Alejandro Ortiz 
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Go Teams Go!
Ready for some football?

707 N. Tenn. St., Cartersville • 770-382-9013

Bring your angel to us ...
• Styling • Bathing
• Coat Conditioning
• Nail Clipping
• Ear Cleaning
• Flea Bathr ley

Cass Colonels
Aug. 19 Kennesaw Mountain

Aug. 26 Rockmart

Sept. 2 Drew

Sept. 9 @ Adairsville

Sept. 23 @ M.L. King

Sept. 30 @ Woodland*

Oct. 7  @ Cartersville*

Oct. 14 Dalton*

Oct. 21 Hiram*

Oct. 28 @ Calhoun*

20
22

*Region Game

Cass not shying away 
from competition

BY SCOTT POWER
scott.power@daily-tribune.com

Cass football reached the play-
off s for the fi rst time since 2006 
last season, but Coach Steve 

Gates isn’t celebrating.
Making the playoff s, fi ve years 

removed from going 0-10, made a lot of 
Colonel fans happy, but Gates is aiming 
higher than going 5-6 overall and 2-3 in 
Region 7-5A.

“That was great, that was awesome,” 
Gates said of qualifying for the play-
off s. “It was fun for the community, 
that was fun for the school, the kids, 
the administration, the student body, 
but 5-6 is unacceptable in my book. So 
we are going to continue to push and 
excel in all facets to get to the next 

round of the playoff s and continue to 
build this program. That would be my 
goal, not to accept mediocrity.” 

This will be Gates’ third season at 
Cass. He wants to continue to build the 
program; the team’s slogan is ‘WAR,’ 
which he said has nothing to do with 
rival Cartersville.

“Cass’ motto is WAR and some may 
say that has to do with their rival 
school, but in reality it has nothing to 
do with our rival school,” Gates said. 
“I don’t make one decision based on 
Cartersville. WAR stands for ‘We Are 
Relentless.’ I want us to be relentless in 
everything we do and I can’t expect my 
kids, the program, the administration 
to be relentless if I’m not myself.”

SEE COLONELS, PAGE 17
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WOODLAND WILDCATS
1 Brelace Williams
2 Jay Walker
3 Zach Wiggins
4 Ray Glover
5 Parker Collins
6 Nick Drennan
7 Isaiah Livsey
8 Cam Williams
9 Spencer Fleming
10 Chase Carson
11 Dylan Carver
12 Brayden Pope
13 Jaeden Smityh
14 Michael Walker

15 Jack Webb
16 Korbyn Jarrett
17 Keve Porter
18 Quintez Borders
19 Zyon Heath
20 Cameron Broome
21 Xavior Darby
23 Heath Tatum
24 Dalton Barrett
25 Colt Williams
26 Keve Porter
27 Dieby Sanchez
28 Evan Womack
29 Ziad Ibraham

31 Kaleb Levey
32 Cameron Collins
33 Josh McBroome
34 Brayden Deems
37 Nick Miranda
38 David Byars
50 Josue Escobar
51 Titus Bagley
52 Kaleb Dupree
54 Nemo Colon
55 Ryan Membreno
58 Aiden Holt
59 Khloe Lumsden
60 Ayden Carson

61 Frank Weigner
62 Steven Dumas
65 Shane Murphy
66 Sebastian Garcia
67 Cadyn Wade
68 Jack Gore
69 Kyler Allison
70 Garret Satterfi eld
71 Champ Higdon
72 Corbin Lumsden
73 Allen Williams
74 Kwadrus Wilson
76 Sam Rosales
77 Logan Dugger

1 Brelelacacee WiWW lliaiiamsms
22 Jay Walkkeeer
33 ZaZaZach Wigigigggginnnnsn
4 RaRaRaRaRay Glovvvvverrrrr
5 Paaaaarrkr er CCColololololllil ns
6 Niccckckck Dreennnnnnnnan
7 Isaiiiiiaaha  Livvvsey
8 Cammmmm Williams
9 Spennnnncecc r Flemininninnggggg
10 Chaaaaassse Carsoonnnnn
11 Dylaananana  Carveeeerrrrr
12 Braydydydydydenenen PPPopoppope

1515 JJacack WeWebbbb
11666 Korbyn JJJJarrrrrrrrr ett
11777 KKKeve PoPoP rrrrtererererer
18 QQQQQuintezezezzz Booooro ders
19 ZZZZZyyyoyy n Heeeeeatatatatathhh
20 CCCCCaaamaa erononnnon Broome
21 Xaavavaavior DaDaDarby
23 Heaeeaeaeath Tatum
24 Dalllllttton Barretetetttttttt
25 Colttt tt Williamsmsssms
26 Keveee ee Porterrr
27 Diebyyyyy SSSanananchchhchhez

3131 Kalalebeb Levee eyyyyy
33222 Cameronnnn Coooloo lins
33333 JJJosh McMcMcBrBrBrrroooooo me
34 BBBBBraydenenennn DDDDDeeeems
37 NNNNNicii k Miiiiirararararanndn a
38 DDDDDaaavaa id BBByayyyayars
50 Joososoosue Escscscobarr
51 Titttttuuus Bagley
52 Kallllleebe  Dupreeee
54 Nemmmmmo Colon
55 Ryannnn n Membbbrrrrer no
58 Aidennnnn HHHolololttt

6161 Frarank WWWeigngngg erer
66222 Steven DDDummmmam s
66555 SSShane MMMurururrrppphy
66 SSSSSebastiiiananananan GGGarcia
67 CCCCCaaadyn WWWWWaadadada e
68 Jaacacaca k Gooorerrrere
69 Kyylylyly er Allllllison
70 Garaarararret Satterfififififieeleee d
71 Chaaaaampmm  Higdooonnnnn
72 Corbbbibb n Lumsssdddedd nnnnn
73 Allennnnn Williamamammms
74 Kwadrdrdrdd ususus WWWWiiiili son
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Make a stop at

GET BACK IN THE GAME!

Don’t get “sidelined” with swollen, achy legs!

770-423-0595 • 962 JFH Pkwy., Suite 202, Cartersville
“Good Luck Team On A Great Season!”

SPECIALIZING IN:
Treatment of Varicose Veins, Spider Veins, Swollen Legs, and Leg Pain.

Woodland Wildcats
Aug. 19 @ East Paulding

Aug. 26 Coosa

Sept. 2 Model

Sept. 9 @ Pepperell

Sept. 23 @ Osborne

Sept. 30 Cass*

Oct. 7  @ Dalton*

Oct. 14 Calhoun*

Oct. 21 @ Cartersville*

Oct. 28 @ Hiram*

20
22

*Region Game

Woodland seeks to 
fl  i  the scri t

BY SCOTT POWER
scott.power@daily-tribune.com

It’s a new chapter in Wildcats 
football and new coach Brandon 
Haywood hopes his team writes 

a winning script.
The Wildcats are coming off  a 4-4 

season and were only 1-4 in Region 
7-5A, so the fi rst item on the agenda is 
getting the players to believe they can 
win; and Haywood believes he is on 
the right track in that regard.

“What I have seen over the course 
of the summer is, whether it’s 7v7 or 
11v11, our team has the confi dence to 
compete with other teams,” Haywood 
said. “Now we have to sustain that 
confi dence over four quarters. We are 
in the game, that is expected, now we 

have to get over the hump.”
This is Haywood’s fi rst head 

coaching job, having come over from 
Rockmart, where he was the co-of-
fensive coordinator. He is a former 
Rockmart and Carson-Newman quar-
terback and was the South Atlantic 
Conference’s co-off ensive player of the 
year in 2012. He has coached at Cass, 
River Ridge and Rockmart.

Haywood felt like coming to Wood-
land was too good an opportunity to 
turn down. In short, he has come back 
home.

“I felt like I was called to it, to be 
honest,” Haywood said. “I’ve lived in 
Cartersville since my wife and I grad-
uated from Carson-Newman, we’ve 

SEE WILDCATS, PAGE 18
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MOST AFFORDABLE 
BACHELOR’S DEGREE IN NORTHWEST GEORGIA

 706.802.5000  • go.highlands.edu

Start taking 
charge today!

Take charge of your future at Georgia Highlands College with the most affordable bachelor’s 
degree in Northwest Georgia.

You belong at GHC. Whether you’re just starting out of high school or you’ve been out of 
school for a while, GHC will help you meet your college and career goals. Get started by 
completing the form at go.highlands.edu.

To learn more about all of GHC’s degree options, visit schools.highlands.edu. 
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RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS
Adairsville’s Jonathan Gough passes under pressure from Cass’s Ian 
Lowe during a rivalry game last season at Tiger Stadium.

and that you have to earn 
everything you get.”

In total there are about 80 
players on the squad, though 
that number could increase 
slightly if some ninth grad-
ers decide to join. 

Cudd himself is new in 
some ways. Although he 
has been at the school for 14 
years, this is his fi rst year as 
the head coach after being 
the defensive coordinator. 

Off ense
Cudd said at this point, 

before any games or presea-
son scrimmages have been 
played, that there is a lot of 
returning talent starting 
on off ense, including the 
starting quarterback and 
four out of the fi ve off ensive 
linemen.

The Tigers run a pistol 

off ense with two slot backs 
and what they call a tail-
back. Right in between them 
is the quarterback.

Junior Jonathan Gough 
is the man in the middle at 
quarterback.

“He played well for us 
last year,” Cudd said. “I’m 
excited to have him back 
this year. He has caught up 
to the mental part of the 
game.”

The four returning of-
fensive lineman are James 
Foster, Mason Tordrup, 
Luke Altizer and Bobby 
Campbell. 

They will be making room 
for who will likely be the 
new starting t-back, junior 
Ethan Blome. He was a back 
up last year, but Cudd said 
he did a good job.

The two slotbacks are 
expected to be seniors Chris 
Roper and Caden Copeland. 
Cudd believes Roper will be 
up for region player of the 

year honors.
Defense

The defense will line up 
in a multiple 4-2-5 and will 
disguise what they are doing 
before the play.

But if there is a concern 
on the team, it could be the 
lack of experience on the de-
fensive side of the ball, with 
only two starting defenders 
returning. But Cudd doesn’t 
see that as a problem. 

“Yes, we may take a few 
lumps early, but we have a 
lot of young talent there,” 
Cudd said. “I think we can 
be as good or better than 
last year. I am super con-
fi dent in the guys we have 
there.”

Charles Ray will anchor 
the defense at linebacker. 

“He is our vocal leader,” 
Cudd said. “He gets people 
lined up and makes all the 
calls.”

gers
From Page 

SEE TIGERS, PAGE 21
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“Our No. 1 goal is to have 
a championship program. 
That’s an infi nite goal,” 
Foster said. “That is a box 
we can never truly check. 
We are constantly looking 
for ways to get better in ev-
erything we do, whether it’s 
in the classroom, involve-
ment in the community, 
whether it be our play in 
the fi eld. Every piece of the 
program is important to us 
and are constantly looking 
at ways we can be the best 
in everything that we do. 
To build a championship 
season is our number one 
goal.”

Cartersville typically 
has a lot of superior ath-
letes, which is always im-
portant, but Foster would 
like to see his team mesh 

together well. 
“I hope it’s going to be 

our team chemistry,” 
Foster said when asked 
about his team’s strength. 
“That’s huge. In tough 
games and tough mo-
ments, are those guys go-
ing to fi ght for each other? 
Are those guys going to 
fi ght for the standard, the 
opportunity to play anoth-
er down, another game as 
a Purple Hurricane? Our 
kids in our program love 
our program. They are 
proud of being a Purple 
Hurricane so that chem-
istry is huge to us and 
developing it is of upmost 
importance.”

The Hurricanes have 
approximately 95 10th-
12th grade players on the 
team with about 125 total 
players on the team. Even 
with that many players, 
depth is always a concern 
because of injuries that 

often occur throughout 
the season.

“As we have going up 
into classifi cation, you 
run into great talent in the 
playoff s and in the regu-
lar season. Our region is 
really deep. Cass, Dalton, 
Hiram, I can go on down 
the list. It’s not just about 
what does our football 
team look like in week 1, 
what does it look like in 
week 12, 13, 14, 15 when we 
are playing a murderers’ 
row in the playoff s? You 
have to be able to knock off
multiple teams in the play-
off s that have a chance to 
win the state title.”

The season kicks off  on 
Aug. 19 with a road trip to 
Cherokee.

Though there can only 
be so many starters, Fos-
ter noted that a lot of play-
ers will see playing time.

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS FILE
Cartersville head ootball coach Conor oster s eaks to his la ers 
during last ear’s regular season o ener at Weinman Stadium.

Canes
From Page 

SEE CANES, PAGE 19
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The Colonels have about 94 players 
this year, but Gates said depth is still 
a possible issue.

“Depth is a concern,” Gates said. 
“Probably the defensive line (in 
particular). And we are still young. 
I’ve said that for three straight years, 
but I only have 13 seniors and I’ve 
got 95 kids. And only a few seniors 
are starting this year. So we are still 
young. We’ve got guys that are going 
to play on TV that have never stepped 
on a varsity fi eld before.”

On the positive side, athleticism 
should be a strong point. 

“We won’t play anybody who has 
more athletes that we’ve got,” Gates 
said. “It will come down to execution. 
I’ll put my top fi ve players up against 
anybody else’s top fi ve players in the 
state.”

Because of that athleticism, Gates 
currently runs a spread off ense with 
a zone read concept. 

“Today’s kids are diff erent, so you 
open it up and get more skill guys on 
the fi eld,” Gates said. “They say tight 
ends and fullbacks are a dying breed. 
You look at the NFL and there aren’t 
many fullbacks. Same thing here (in 
high school). You are going to a one 
running back system now and four 
wide receivers.”

Defensively the Colonels will run a 
3-3-stack (3-3-5).

“At smaller schools, in my opinion, 
it is harder to fi nd four defensive 
linemen than three,” Gates said. 
“That’s probably the main reason (for 
running a 3-3-5), just personnel.”  

Gates added that his off ense and 
defense could potentially change 
from year to year based on the type 
of personnel he has.

“If there was a time in the next 
year or two years that we’ve got very 
few wide receivers but we have a 
bunch of running backs and a bunch 
of tough guys we may go to a diff erent 
off ense,” Gates said. “We may go to 
the I (formation), run two tight ends, 
a fullback, a tailback and one or two 
receivers. I’m not going to just pound 
a square peg into a round hole. The 
same with defense. If we are short 

on defensive linemen it doesn’t make 
sense in running a 4-3. If we have a 
plethora of big guys on defense then 
sure, a 4-2 or 4-3 is diffi  cult to block.”

Cass returns eight starters on 
off ense and six defense, with several 
players going both ways.  

Because his team is young he is not 
sure how his team will react when 
the lights come on. Some years he 
can guess about how the season is go-
ing to go, but this is not one of those 
years.

“This is probably the fi rst time, 
being an assistant coach or a head 
coach, that I don’t know,” Gates said. 
“I really don’t. I think we are really 
good. But so are the teams we are 
playing. We will know each week, 
literally. I’ll know which type of team 
shows up. We’ve got players, we’ve 
got a great coaching staff . If we exe-
cute, if we hang on to the football and 
don’t turn the ball over, we will be 
able to beat some teams.”

A couple of things he is pretty sure 
of, though. The lack of depth on the 
defensive line may hurt against run-
ning teams and that his team has the 
potential to light up the scoreboard.

“There are some teams that we 
don’t match up well against, per 
se - teams that run the wing-t and 
the triple option that run the ball 60 
times a game,” Gates said. “One of 
our weaker points is the defensive 
line, so teams that run the ball will 
likely have some success against us. 
On the fl ip side, we are going to score 
points. If we hold on to the football 
we are going to score a lot of points. 
Our off ensive coordinator (Josh 
McWhorter) has done a tremendous 
job in getting this off ense where I 
want it. We have the players to score 
points.”

The Colonels will fi nd out how good 
they are the fi rst week as they face 
powerful Kennesaw Mountain on Fri-
day, Aug. 19 at Rome on television.

“We are playing a top 10 7-A team, 
ranked nationally, in the fi rst game 
of the season,” Gates said. “I did that 
on purpose. I am not going to shy 
away from competition. If somebody 
wants to play Cass we will play them. 
If that gets us better prepared for re-
gion, that’s what we are going to do.”

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS FILE
Cass’ Freddie Gbadie carries the ball during a game at Adairsville last season.
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been here roughly 10 years. The 
thing that grabbed me was that I 
could bring my family to practice. My 
daughter is at every summer workout 
and she has built this bond with all 
the players. She has 60 big brothers.”

Haywood noted that the administra-
tion has given a lot of support and that 
he can build something at Woodland.

“My short-term goal is to lay a 
foundation of confi dence,” Haywood 
said. “As a team, we want to improve 
every week and that doesn’t necessar-
ily mean on the scoreboard. 
It’s in fi lm study. Are 
you doing the same 
things you did last 
week or are you 
improving? From 
a game stand 
point I would 
love to win fi ve 
games and go to 
the playoff s. That 
the big goal.”

There are 65 
players on the 
team as of now. 

While that is 
a solid number, 
the team’s depth is 
not what Hay-
wood would like 
it to be.

“Even with 65 players there are a 
lot of fi rst year players and a lot of 
inexperienced players,” Haywood 
said. “The question is how we condi-
tion, not only their bodies, but also 
their minds to play fi ve quarters. 
What I want is that at the end of the 
game, win or lose, I want the other 
team to respect us and say there is no 
quit in that team. I want that to be our 
identity.”

While there is a tentative depth 
chart, every position is subject to 
change.

“My logic is earn everything,” 
Haywood said. “They may have been 
a starter last year, but if you are not 
showing what we need to see out of 
you this year, then that depth chart 
will be up to debate.”

Off ense

Haywood is installing a new off ense, 
which he calls a hybrid wing-t, out 
of the pistol formation, with spread 
concepts. 

“It’s a way to marry two systems,” 
Haywood said. “We do the wing-t 
system to attack the inside and then 
keep things balanced by going out-
side with the spread and our passing 
game.”

Brelace Williams, as of now, is the 
starting quarterback and he is backed 
up by Brayden Pope.

The base off ense the Wildcats will 
employ uses three running backs, 
called the B-back, F-back and A-back. 
The starting F-back is set to be Isaiah 

Livsey, backed up by Keve Porter. 
The B-back is Dylan 

Carver and then 
Colt Williams. 

The A-back 
is Ray Glover 

and then Chase 
Carson.

At tight end, 
the Wildcats 
will feature 
Jack Webb and 

Spencer Flemming. 
The off ense line will 

consist of Cadyn Wade, 
Champ Higdon, Steven 

Dumas, Titus Bagley and 
Sam Carlsen.

Defense
Haywood said the Wildcats would 
base out of a 3-4, which will morph 
into some 3-3 sets. 

“We have to disguise what we are 
doing,” he said.

The two defensive ends are Jack 
Webb and Champ Higdon and the nose 
tackle is Kwadrus Wilson.

The inside linebackers are Brayden 
Pope and Zach Wiggins while the 
outside linebackers are Dylan Carver 
and Carson.

The secondary unit is Jaeden Smith, 
Jay Walker, Rakaylin Glover and 
Livsey.

Place kicker Nick Miranda and 
Spencer Glenn are part of the special 
teams.

So far Haywood likes what he sees 
out of his team.

“Our kids have invested a lot,” Hay-
wood said.

“They want to be good. We’ve been 
attacking every day.”

oo lan
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RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS FILE
Woodland uarterback Brelace Williams hands o  to running back saiah ivse  at 
Wildcat Stadium in a game last season. 
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“Quite a few skill guys will play 
both ways, mainly for depth more 
than anything else,” Foster said. 
“We have the philosophy that in big 
moments we want our best players 
on the fi eld. We are going to rotate 
in a lot of people. That’s one thing 
you will see with us, we are going to 
try to fi nd roles and packages for as 
many players as possible.

“Again, to let them use the gifts 
they have been given and also to 
try to create buy-in in the program. 
We’ve found that it has help us stay 
fresh throughout the season.” 

Off ense
“We want to be multiple. Our phi-

losophy is we want to try to use the 
talent we have been blessed with and 
try to put them in situations where 
we are in favorable matchups,” 
Foster said. “It will look diff erent 
every year depending on strengths 
and weaknesses. This year we will 
be able to throw diff erent personnel 
groups at people, whether it will 
be 10 personnel or some 11 and 12 
personnel with some two tight end 
stuff . We have some bigger bodies 
that we have had in the past. We 
want to throw some diff erent looks 
at people.”

The evolution of football has 
placed more emphasis on the quar-
terback and that is no diff erent at 
Cartersville. Senior Paul Gamble is 
expected to move into the starting 
role with Nate Russell backing him 
up.

“Our quarterbacks with, pre-snap, 
post-snap, with the RPO game, we 
put a lot on their shoulders,” Fos-
ter said. “Paul will be a fi rst-time 
starter. Again, he’s played a lot last 
year. He’s a guy we have a ton of 
confi dence in. He’s got great lead-
ership. The players love him, the 
coaches are excited for him to get 
this chance. We will put a lot on his 
plate and expect him to put us in 
great position.”

At running back there will be a bit 
of a change as Malachi Jeff eries, at 
over 200 pounds, will be the primary 
back.

“He’s a bigger back that we have 
had, about 210 pounds,” Foster said. 
“We are really excited about him. He 
brings a little bit diff erent dimen-
sion than we have had in the past.  
Khristian Lando will be our prima-
ry backup, but there will be a host 
of players that will rotate in there 
- Richard Houston as well as Joseph 
Mitchell. We feel really good about 
our running back by committee, but 
we expect Malachi Jeff ries to set the 
tone for that group.”

Of course, every running game 
needs an off ensive line to open holes 
and the expectation is that this 
year’s line will do just that. 

Jonathan Cline is the starting left 
tackle, as of the preseason, and then 
comes Jaden Akins at left guard, 
Luke Surrett at center, DJ Hill at 
right guard and Malachi Toliver at 
right tackle.

Their backups - in order from left 
tackle to right tackle - are Jaden 
Cureton, Andrew Medina, Langston 

Hogg and Jayden Curtis. Cureton is 
listed as a backup at left tackle and 
right guard.

“We have four returning starters. 
We are really excited about that 
group,” Foster said. “We are bigger 
than we have been in a long time. 
We have three players up front that 
have Div. I off ers. We have got some 
other guys that have played a lot 
that are really good football players, 

RANDY PARKER/THE DAILY TRIBUNE NEWS FILE
Cartersville’s Ja’Mauri Brice runs with the ball during a game against Creekside last season at Weinman Stadium. 

SEE CANES, PAGE 21
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Below is the expected starters and 
backups, though the depth chart is 
subject to change.

Off ense
Junior Devin Henderson is a three-

year starter at quarterback for the 
Colonels.

“He started here as a freshman,” 
Gates said. “He has never missed a 
play. You are talking about a true 
freshman out there playing Blessed 
Trinity and Calhoun and getting the 
snot knocked out of him every single 
time. He is as tough a football player 
that I’ve ever been around. He is one 
of the most competitive players I’ve 
ever been around. He’s my ride or die.”

Backing him up is freshman Brodie 
McWhorter.

At running back senior Freddie 
Gbadie is listed as the starter, but 
several other running backs will get 
carries as well.

“He struggled some holding on to 

the football last year, but he is big, 
strong and fast,” Gates said of Gbadie. 
“We actually moved him to outside 
linebacker so he will start on defense 
for us because we have some oth-
er running backs that can run the 
football. He is listed as the starter but 
I’ve got a couple of other kids that are 
going to run the football this year.”

One of those other running backs is 
sophomore JaCaiden Leonard.

The receiver group is tall, athletic 
and can run, but depth is not where 
Gates would like it to be. One player 
that he is excited about, however, is 
junior Sacovie White.

“He is, as of today, the best athlete 
I’ve ever coached,” Gates said. “Hav-
ing played at that level, knowing what 
it takes to play in the SEC, it doesn’t 
surprise me that he got an off er from 
the University of Georgia. He is an 
extremely special talent.”

Besides White are senior Jashawn 
Brown-Whatley and junior Mac 
Nelson. Freshman Braylon Hill will 
backup Nelson and Kintrell Whatley, a 

Colonels
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Cass uarterback evin enderson throws the ball downfi eld during a game last 
season against idgeland at oug Cochran Stadium. SEE COLONELS, PAGE 22
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Roper, who will also anchor the 
defense as well as being a playmaker on 
off ense, will play in the secondary and 
he also returns kicks. The rest of the 
secondary will be new players.

“It may take awhile for them to get the 
communication down, but they are good 
athletes and they will be okay.”

Arthur Lefl er can be both the kick-
er and the punter, though that could 
change. At punter Adairsville tends to 
put skill players in that position, such as 
quarterbacks or tailbacks.  

“We put a lot of emphasis on special 
teams,” Cudd said. “Arthur could do all 
three (punting, place kicking and kick-
off s) but we like to have really athletic 
guys back there.”

Overall, Cudd believes the Tigers have 
the potential to have a really good year - 
and not just because of athletic ability.

“They are super kids,” Cudd said. 
“They hold each other accountable. They 
show leadership. I like my guys.”

gers
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as good as anybody we have got. We 
have some depth up there as well. 
Our sixth, seventh and eighth guys 
up front we feel really strongly 
about.”

Out wide the Hurricanes have 
several solid athletes playing re-
ceiver.

“Collin Fletcher has played a lot 
for us,” Foster said. “He got hurt 
last year, broke his collarbone, but 
had a tremendous off season and is 
back healthy. Ja’mauri Bryce is a 
young guy on the outside that we 
think is going to step up and have 
a really big year for us. Again, we 
will have a lot of guys rotating in, 
but those are two guys that really 
jump off  the page.”

Tight end will be manned by a 
trio of players that will also play 
defense. 

“We will use tight ends quite a 
bit this year,” Foster said. “Jaylen 

Scott played some tight end and 
defensive end. A big body, 6’3”, 240 
pounds. Connor Brasfi eld, he will 
play tight end and inside lineback-
er, and Landon Heath, those are 
the three names you will see at 
tight end. All will play defense as 
well. They are weapons in the run 
game and they can catch the ball as 
well.”

Defense
“Defensively, similar philosophy 

(as on off ense in terms of using a 
lot of players),” Foster said. “We 
will start in the 3-4 and we want 
to rotate in a lot of bodies and give 
people some diff erent looks. We 
want to slant and move and create 
pressure and create some confu-
sion for the off ense.”

As with the off ense, the 
defense starts with the big 
bodies up front with the 
defensive line. 

“It’s a group that 
is coming on. It 
was a big concern 
at the end of the 
season last year, 
but we’ve had 
some guys step up,” 
Foster said. “We’ve had 
some guys get healthy. 
Jaylen Scott was a guy we 
missed at the end of last year. 
Delroy Hurst was a guy that 
got hurt and we have both of 
those guys back. That will improve 
our depth. Jaden Akins has been 
an off ensive lineman, he’s going to 
play some defensive line for us so 
we are excited about him on that 
side of the ball.”

Linebackers are usually a focal 
point of every defense and the Hur-
ricanes have several that Foster 
believes are ready to play.

“It starts inside with Conor Bras-
fi eld and Ahmari Thomas having 
taken the reins inside. Landen 
Heath will give us some great 
depth there. At the outside, Myles 
Forristal has been a three-year 
starter for us and Richard Houston 
will be kind of our jackknife on 
defense. He will play safety, out-
side linebacker and play on special 
teams. He is someone to keep an 
eye on this year. Richard Houston 
will play a lot of football.”

In the secondary two of the three 
positions are set with one corner 
spot likely being manned on a rota-
tional basis.

“My safety, Case Adams, he’s 
the tone setter,” Foster said. “He’s 
physical and can really, really run. 
He’s a returning starter. Him and 
Braylon Edmond rotated a lot for us 
last year so he was basically a third 
starter on the back end. I feel really 
good about our safety.”

There could be some newcomers 
at one of the cornerback positions, 
but one spot is already taken.

“Our corners, Chris Ryan, a guy 
who played a lot of speed and a lot 
of length,” Foster said. “The other 
corner will be a rotation of guys. 
Romo Pace is new to football, he 

has been playing basketball 
so we are excited about 

him. Collin Fletcher will 
play out there on the 

perimeter as well.” 
Though over-

looked by many 
fans, the kicking 
game can win and 
lose games. The 

placekicker will be 
Jesus Gutierrez. Foster 
noted that he has a range 

of about 40 yards or so and 
can stretch that to about 50.

“It’s nice to have a good 
kicker,” Foster said. “They 

can make you a good coach.”
The punter is Phillip Schiltz.
“He can kick it with his left foot 

or his right foot,” Foster said. “So 
we are blessed with that weapon.”

Foster said he is happy with the 
the growth of his coaching staff , 
which is up to 16 coaches, but also 
with their commitment to Car-
tersville on and off  the fi eld. He 
said the coaches and a lot of other 
people help make game nights in 
Weinman Stadium special. 

“It’s so important,” Foster said 
of the game atmosphere. “Our kids 
feed off  it. But for our cheerleaders, 
our band, our JOTC, for Cane Vi-
sion,  for all the groups that it takes 
to make a Friday night at Carters-
ville a success, I’m appreciative of 
all the parents and all the fans and 
the other school groups that make 
Friday nights an opportunity.”
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junior, will back up Brown-What-
ley. At tight end/Y receiver is junior 
Kevin Henderson and Chase Tatum, 
a freshman. Sophomore Samson Ste-
venson is behind White at the other 
receiver spot.

Then comes a position that Gates, 
an off ensive lineman at the University 
of Georgia, knows a lot about. 

“This could end up being the best 
off ensive line I’ve ever had,” Gates 
said. “Size-wise, athleticism and they 
are young. A couple of freshmen, 
a sophomore, a junior. On paper, it 
shows we are starting two seniors, but 
we’ve got two or three other kids that 
are champing at the bit to get in there 
so that depth chart could change. We 
are big and physical, but again we 
will be playing on TV without having 
played much varsity football. We will 
see if they can keep their emotions in 
check.”

Freshman Bear McWhorter is listed 

as the starter at left tackle, backed up 
by senior Aiden Hurndon. Tay McK-
ibbins, a sophomore is the left guard 
ahead of sophomore Peyton Graham. 
Senior Parker Dunn is the center and 
is backed up by freshman Kail 
Ellis while senior Tyler 
Pinson mans the 
right guard spot 
ahead of senior 
Nick Garrett. 
Jayden Malone, 
a junior, is 
the right 
tackle 
ahead of 
Price Higgins, 
a sophomore. 

Defense
Junior Bryant 

Cullifer, senior 
Tripp Adams and 
sophomore Kaden 

Ellis are the three 
starting defensive lineman. They are 
backed up by sophomore Dariyon 
Woff ard and juniors Ryan Muchal 
and Alexandro Ortiz. 

“We have a couple of returning 

starters,” Gates said. “We have Kaden 
Ellis, who will be a sophomore.  He 
will give a lot off enses fi ts, but he’s 
just a sophomore so we will see how 
he does on Friday nights.”

The linebackers are led by 
Kevin Henderson. 

“He’s Devin’s 
brother. He is a 
special, special 

player. He doesn’t 
get all the noto-

riety that 
Devin does 
being the 

quarterback, 
but Kevin is an 

absolute beast at 
linebacker. He makes 

play after play. 
I’m expecting 
him to have a 

huge season at line-
backer. He’s a little bigger 
than Devin, stronger than Devin, but 
not as athletic as Devin.” 

While they may not have quite the 
same athleticism as Kevin Hender-
son, Gates said the other linebackers 

are not afraid to plow into opposing 
ballcarriers.

“We have hitters this year,” Gates 
said. “We have Chris Wood, who is 
pretty physical. Chris and William 
Buttrum are both my inside guys. 
They will hit you. Devin plays more 
at outside linebacker or safety, and is 
probably the most athletic of our four 
linebackers.”

Gbadie also starts at outside line-
backer. Other linebackers in the two-
deep depth chart include junior Wyatt 
Harris, sophomore Jeremiah Der-
oche, senior Madix Young and junior 
Logan Woods.

The secondary includes a pair of 
staters on off ense with White man-
ning one of the safety spots and Devin 
Henderson lining up at corner. 

“My other starting safety is (senior) 
Todd Gaddy, he’s deceiving. You look 
out there and see him, he’s not really 
big, not real tall, doesn’t look real 
athletic, but he’s a playmaker. He 
runs our defense, he makes our calls 
from the safety position. He’s a leader. 
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The other corner is a really good 
basketball player, Ja’Kai Baldwin. 
He started as a freshman in varsity 
basketball and I got him to come out 
for football. He’s a special, special 
player. If Ja’Kai sticks with football 
he will get some big off ers in foot-
ball.”

Other defensive backs include 
Brown-Whatley and sophomore 
Treshawn Reed at corner and soph-
omore Cortez Clemmons and junior 
Trey Renfro at safety.

The kicking game is in good hands 
with sophomore Saul Villa, who both 
kicks and punts. Gates said Villa has 
a range of about 40 yards, or maybe 
45.

“He’s got a huge leg,” Gates said.
Andy Avelar and Austin McCar-

thur provide depth in the kicking 

game.
The special teams overall, Gates 

said, has improved.
“Our special teams the last couple 

of years has been dismal,” Gates 
said. “They’ve been bad, so we made 
a change. We have Spencer Smith up 
here running our special teams and 
we are doing some things already in 
special teams in this short of time. 
We’ve excelled a lot in special teams 
and I’m excited about that with a 
pretty good kicker in Saul.”
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