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With 3 Locations Choice  Realty Has You Covered

VANESSA WALTERS
BROKER

937-631-8174

ANNE SADLER
DESIGNATED MANAGING

BROKER/OWNER
815-266-9162

LISA RADKE
MANAGING

BROKER
815-494-8965

JOSH LONGAMORE
MANAGING

BROKER
815-238-6031

MISTY HELGESON
BROKER

228-265-1694

WENDIE HORTON
BROKER

251-377-7250

ANDY KLEMMT 
BROKER

815-291-8911

GARY CONLON
MANAGING

BROKER
815-297-4915

SCOTT ETTLEMAN
BROKER

815-541-0975

MICHAEL FERRY
BROKER

815-990-9745

BOB DEMBSKI
BROKER

773-710-9682

GINGER EISBACH
BROKER

815-238-2939

324 Spring Street, Galena, IL
779-214-0461

444 Eagle Ridge Dr., Galena Territory 
815-777-3100

718 W Stephenson St, Freeport, IL
(815) 616-5311

ChoiceRealtyGalena.com
Like us on Facebook

KELLY LAZORE
BROKER

563-543-1894
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The Oldest Operating Hotel in Illinois—A Galena Landmark Since 1855

230 S. Main Street • Galena, IL • 815-777-0090 • 800-343-6562 
Check our website for packages, events and specials. 
 www.desotohouse.com            Visit Us on Facebook

DeSoto House Hotel

Nestled in the heart of downtown Galena, we offer 55 guest rooms, enclosed 
complimentary guest parking and all Galena has to offer just outside our 
front door. As you step into our lobby, you will see why this historic hotel 
has greeted such notable guests as Abraham Lincoln, Stephen A. Douglas 

and served as the campaign headquarters for Ulysses S. Grant.
The DeSoto House offers the finest wedding, banquet, and meeting facility in 
the area and the charm and history come at no extra charge. Join us for our 

self-guided historical walking tour and video.

In 1855 there was only one place to stay; we feel the same way today!

Generals’ Restaurant
Casual Evening Dining

Green Street Tavern
and Restaurant

For your favorite cocktails, 
casual snacks, sandwiches, 
salads, and dinner menu

from hand-cut steaks
to fresh seafood.

Green Street Tavern

Courtyard Restaurant
Serving Breakfast and Lunch

As you enjoy
our warm 

surroundings, 

take time to enjoy
one of our DeSoto 

House Restaurants.



9380 West US Highway 20
Galena, IL 

815-777-1000
www.BlaumBros.com

TOURS, TASTINGS,
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contents Galena Gazette Publications, Inc. 
PO Box 319, Galena, IL 61036

815.777.0019
galenagazette.com

Publishers 
P. Carter Newton, Sarah Newton
Advertising manager Jay Dickerson
Editor Hillary Dickerson
Advertising representatives 
LeAnne Sharkey, Michael Jones
Editorial staff Maya Dickerson, Brandon Behlke
Composition Kevin Engler
Front office Janet Shaw, Milly Jones
Delivery Jim Houtakker

The Galenian, Galena’s official magazine, 
is owned by The Community Development 
Fund of Galena and published under contract 
with Galena Gazette Publications, Inc. 

The Galenian is published twice each year, 
in spring and late summer. 

For information about advertising, editorial 
content and deadlines, call 815-777-0019, 
email jdickerson@galgazette.com or fax 
815-777-3809. Information is also available 
at galenagazette.com and galenian.com. 

The Galenian travel guide is also available 
online at galenian.com. 

Neither Galena Gazette Publications, The 
Community Development Fund of Galena as 
agents, nor the printer, assumes financial 
liability for production errors in or non-
insertion of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. Dates 
and times of events listed are accurate as 
of the date of publication.

The Community Development Fund of 
Galena retains all rights to the use of The 
Galenian. 
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Blacksmith Rich Tickner at work at 
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Something Special/Wooden Wardrobe-6177_1

209 N. Main St., Galena
815-777-0335

Polish Pottery

Something 
 Special

208 N. Main St., Galena  
815-281-0880

lauriedigman1127@gmail.com

209 N. Main St., Galena
815-777-0335

Home DecorHome Decor

Art Poles



E A G L E R I D G E . C O M   8 0 0 . 8 9 2 . 2 2 6 9

Nestled among the 6800 acres of rolling hills in The Galena Territory and seven 
miles from historic downtown Galena, Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa combines 
spectacular scenery with full-service amenities and activities for all occasions. 
With four championship golf courses, a world-class spa, fine and casual dining, 
hiking and biking on woodland trails, fishing and boating, hot-air ballooning, and 
more, there’s something for everyone. Plan your next intimate getaway, family 
fun, a grand celebration, or your next company retreat at Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa.

Try one of our
RENTAL HOMES

today!
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GET OUT AND PLAY AT
EAGLE RIDGE RESORT & SPA
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Time for

adventure
Time for

adventure

Chestnut Mountain Resort
8700 W Chestnut Mountain Road, Galena, 800-397-1320, 
chestnutmtn.com. Take a drive into the country and you will 
find Chestnut Mountain Resort atop the hills where skiers and 
snowboarders enjoy their winter sports. The hills are still filled with 
adventure as the Alpine Slide takes over in the warmer months. 
Race down 2,050 feet of tailored track on a sled to the banks of 
the Mississippi on the ride of your life. A ski lift whisks you back 
to the top of the mountain where a gorgeous panoramic view of 
the Mississippi River valley is unveiled. Also try out the Soaring 
Eagle Zipline, Segway tours and mini golf.

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa
444 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, 815-777-5000, eagleridge.com. Eagle 
Ridge Resort & Spa offers fun in the warmer months with golf 
and other activities. There are 22 miles of hiking and biking trails 
to explore. Go cross-country skiing, ice skating, and explore the 
winter outdoors. Those ready for more adventure can check out 
the Shenandoah Riding Center. 

Shenandoah Riding Center
200 N Brodrecht Rd, Galena, 815-777-9550, thegalenaterritory.
com. A little bit of everything for horse lovers. There are trail rides, 
pony parties, riding lessons, wagon rides, lead lines and more at 
this facility. The location in The Galena Territory makes it the 
perfect spot to take in the beauty of the area on scenic trail rides. 
Fun for all ages. 

Long Hollow Canopy Tours 
3247 W Longhollow Road, Galena, 815-281-2853, longhol-
lowcanopytours.com. Embark on a 2.5-hour, completely guided 
zipline tour, where well-trained guides take groups of up to eight 
into the canopy of Tapley Woods. Also check out the high ropes 
challenge course to highlight the rolling hills and unique wildlife 
of this area. The course includes many classic challenge obstacles 
like a cargo net climb, a tightrope walk and a wooden bridge jump.

Belvedere Mansion
1008 Park Ave, 815-777-0747, belvederemansionandgardens.com. 
Built in 1857, the Belvedere has been considered the finest mansion 
in Galena. Tour the elegant interior and landscaped gardens. Open 
for tours May-November. 

Hoof It Goat Treks
616 S Devil’s Ladder Road, Galena, 563-663-6944, hoofit-galena.
com. It’s all about the fun, the laughter and pure joy of walking 
with goats through native prairies and forest. Lace up your shoes 
and get ready to hoof it! All guides, a.k.a. trekkers, have an inherent 
knowledge of the land and the animals. They have grown up on 
the property, raised their families there and are excited to share it 
with you. Join a wine trek, book a bonfire trek or enjoy live music 
around the fire after your trek.

Jo Daviess Conservation 
Foundation offers many 
different relaxing places 
to visit. From hiking 
at Rutherford Refuge 
to taking in the views 
at Horseshoe Mound, 
there are many places to 
have a minute to your-
self. 

Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation
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P.T. Murphy Magic
204 Hill St, Galena, 779-214-0035, ptmurphy.com. Galena’s #1 
attraction-Trip Advisor 2013 and 2014. The setting for this intimate 
encounter with illusion is P.T. Murphy’s private 24-seat theater 
located in the heart of historic downtown. Matinee and evening 
performances available. Call for show times.

General Grant Walking Tour
DeSoto House Hotel, 230 S Main St, Galena, 815-777-9129. Join 
General Grant, portrayed by Bob Buman, for a one-hour walk 
down Galena’s historic Main Street. Tours are conducted every 
Saturday at 10 am and noon, May through October. Pet-friendly 
and runs rain or shine.

All About a Ghost Tour
230 S Main St, Galena, 815-777-9252. By day, Steve Repp works at 
the Galena Public Library, combing through historical documents 
and newspaper clippings. But by night, he prowls the streets of 
downtown Galena–giving ghost tours. Enjoy the perfect mix of 
“History and Mystery” on Repp’s All About a Ghost Tour. The 
walking tour takes participants from the DeSoto House Hotel, 
through downtown, then up onto Bench Street.

Galena Goat Yoga
7306 US 20, Galena, 563-663-6945, galenagoatyoga.com. Part 
yoga, part animal-assisted therapy, all fun. Goat Yoga focuses on 
disconnecting from stress and finding happiness. During class, 
which takes place in a climate-controlled barn, goats may hop on 
your back during a pose or snuggle next to you on your mat. The 
experience is perfect for private events like bachelorette parties and 
team building.

Blaum Bros. Distillery
9380 US 20, Galena, 815-777-1000, blaumbros.com. Come to 
the distillery for a comprehensive look at the art of distilling. From 
the distillation area, to the barrel room, to the comfortable tasting 
room and cocktail bar, you will take a journey through the entire 
process of how Blaum Bros. spirits are hand-crafted in historic 
Galena. Take a tour to touch, taste and feel the ingredients that 
make the spirits unique! 

Haunted Galena 
Tour Company
304 S Main St, Galena, 
815-990-7203, haunt-
edgalenatourcompany.
com. The Haunted Galena 
Tour Company offers par-
ticipants a glimpse into the 
past. The tour covers most 
of Main Street, starting at 
Haunted Galena’s com-
panion store, A Darkness 
Lovely, and wrapping up at 
the DeSoto House Hotel, 
with many haunted spots 
along the way. The old jail, 
the Dowling House and 
the Old Market House 
are just some of the stops. 

Scent Workshop
307 S Main St, Galena, 309-530-9786, scentworkshop.com. The 
Scent Workshop is a fragrance studio where guests experience the 
art of French perfumery to make custom scented candles, perfumes, 
colognes, diffusers and more. This is an all-age workshop experience 
during which guests learn to layer fragrance to create their own 
scent and transform it into an item of choice. The Scent Work-
shop experience is perfect for date nights, birthdays, bachelorette 
and wedding parties or family gatherings. Scent is the first thing 
someone notices, and the last thing they forget, so come create 
some memories.

Champagne on Main
116 S. Main St., Galena, 

815-777-6007, champagneon-
maingalena.com. Champagne on 
Main is a champagne bar with 
charcuterie boards and specialty 
cocktails. Sit back and relax on 
Main Street while trying out a 
taste of Galena. 
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by Maya Dickerson

About three years ago, at a Galena Area Chamber of 
Commerce annual dinner, Earl Thompson crossed paths 
with Paul AuWerter. The two happened to be sitting at 

the same table and started talking. They discovered their shared 
interest in coffee. AuWerter, it turned out, had 10 years of 

experience at Starbucks. 
Their coffee-centered friendship took off 

from there.
In the late spring of 2021, Thompson 

and AuWerter went into business 
together, launching Galena Roasters 
Coffee Shop at 118 N. Main St. in 

downtown Galena. 
Thompson, who owns Galena Roasters, 

now partners with AuWerter for the coffee shop.
Thompson moved permanently to this area in 1996 and 

enjoys living in Galena.
“I really like the small-town atmosphere. I like that it’s 

a mix of local people and transplants who bring different 
perspectives,” said Thompson.

For years, Thompson has worked as a mason and for over 
25 years has owned and operated Earl Thompson Masonry in 
Galena. 

Ready for a change, Thompson started roasting coffee in 
2018, at which time he founded Galena Roasters LLC. 

“It started out that (Paul) was just hanging around and 
coming to cuppings. We were doing what we were doing 

just for fun. Then he started working for me some, trying to 
develop this coffee shop idea. Finally, last fall we thought, 
‘Okay, we can do this,’” said Thompson.

Thompson and AuWerter went to work to secure the 
financing and to find the perfect location.

“It took us a little while to get that building, but I knew it 
was the building to have,” said Thompson. 

Since opening the shop, Thompson and AuWerter have 

Boom.

Roasted
Boom.

Roasted
Galena Roasters Coffee Shop’s Earl Thompson and Paul 

AuWerter have a passion for coffee and their speciality brews. 

FYI
Check out the coffee 

and specialty brews at 
Galena Roasters Coffee 

Shop, 118 N. Main 
St., Galena. 
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received lots of great 
feedback on the quality of 
their products. 

The coffee partners are 
always dreaming and have 
plans to expand and grow 
their business. They hope to 
add an additional location 
with a drive-thru and sell the 
Galena Roasters’ products to 
more vendors. 

Although expanding 
may happen in the future, 
for now, the duo is perfectly 
content on Main Street.

“We’re very excited to 
bring our coffees to Main 
Street and the coffee shop. 
I think Main Street is the 
place to be,” said Thompson. 
“People are downtown and 
walking around and the smell 
of the coffee draws them in.” 

Both Thompson and AuWerter are proud of the roasts produced by their 
business. They recommend their espresso, which is single origin and organic, 
and has caramel-toffee notes.

Thompson and AuWerter feel at home in the coffee industry. 
“I really enjoy the people within the specialty coffee industry,” said 

Thompson. “There isn’t as much competition as there is everyone being part 
of the education.”

Smell the 
coffee 

grounds

a way to test the 
coffee beans 

multiple ways 
before roasting. 

Pour 
water onto 

the grounds to 
form a crust on 

top

Break 
the crust with a 
spoon to smell 

the different 
aromas.

Taste. 
With a spoon, 

slurp or drink the 
coffee, tasting 

the different flavor 
notes of the drink.

Cupping:

Roasts
Galena Roasters Coffee Shop’s 

roasts are specialities, which 
means the coffee has to pass 

cupping tests and certain grades to 
have the speciality title. 

Light roasts have the most 
flavor from the original 

coffee bean.

Medium roasts have flavor 
from a blend of the original 

coffee beans and flavor from 
the roasting process.

Dark roasts have less of the 
original flavor and are more 

about roasting.

Espresso roasts have longer 
development times which 

lead to more caramelization 
and flavor.
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 Regional Artists Gallery
  Artist’s Studios
  Historic Photos from the 

Alfie Mueller Collection
  Gift Shop
  Special Exhibits
  Events

971 Gear 
Street

Open Thurs - Sun     779-214-0261
Directions to 971 Gear Street:

From Main Street, turn right (west) on U.S. 
20. Follow U.S. 20, up the hill. Turn left at 
the Gear Street intersection, at the top of 
the hill. The Center will be on your left.

See our full schedule at:
www.GalenaCenterfortheArts.com

Free Exhibits        Ample Parking
Like Us on Facebook!

NEW LOCATION UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

Enjoy art/performances in the 
safety of your own space on 

our YouTube channel!

SHENANDOAH RIDING CENTER
 in The Galena Territory

200 N Brodrecht Rd., Galena, IL • 815-777-9550
shenandoahridingcenter.com

info@shenandoahridingcenter.com

Take Life

• Guided Discovery Trail Rides

• Private Trail Rides

• Lessons

• Lead Lines

• Wagon Rides

• Orb Soccer

• Special Events  & More...

Discover the Driftless 
Region’s Secrets on 

Horseback!

FREEDOM REINS Shenandoah Pro Rodeo July 1-2, 2022

by
theReins

Galena Territory-6499_1

*Based on Galena (Area C ) Dollar volume obtained from The Realtor Association of 
Northwestern Illinois Multiple Listing Service for the period 01/01/16 through 12/31/20.

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell 
Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

401 south main street, galena, il 61036
(815) 777-6500 • Fax (815) 777-6900

Toll Free (877) 722-6537
www.ColdwellBankerNetworkRealty.com
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Wes Cocagne
Managing Broker

Jon Checker
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Pete Brennan
Managing Broker
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Wes CocagneWes Cocagne
Managing Broker

Jonathan Miller

Dave Bisenius
Managing Broker
Dave Bisenius

Mary Hartman
Broker

Pete BrennanPete Brennan
Managing Broker

Dave Bisenius
Managing Broker
Dave Bisenius

Mary Hartman Damon Heim
Managing Broker

Jon CheckerJon CheckerPete BrennanPete Brennan
Managing Broker

Damon Heim

the #1
Galena Area

real estate office 
Five yeARs iN A Row!*
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Hauntingly Chic. 

Gifts Books Art 
featuring...

Fine Yarns, Notions and Needlecrafts

- Books
- Divination
- Art Prints
- Games
- Journals
- Candles
- Jewelry
- Kid’s Gifts 
- Tour Tickets

- Yarn
- Patterns
- Embroidery
- Cross Stitch
- Needles
- kits
- Books
- Project Bags

304 S. Main Street, Galena         Hauntedgalena.com
Home of the Haunted Galena Tour Company

Tickets online at www.hauntedgalena.com,  
A Darkness Lovely (304 S. Main)  

or call 815-990-7203

Trip Advisor

 

“THE HIGHLIGHT OF OUR GALENA TRIP” 

Haunted Galena
Performed in a true storytelling format, we will lead you through  

the streets of historic Galena by candlelight. Wednesday-Sunday evenings.

Visit 3 of Galena’s most haunted establishments and hear their stories of 
ghostly inhabitants! Includes 3 Specialty Drinks, it’s a Haunted Happy Hour!

 Saturday Year-Round 4:00 PM

GALENA’S #1
GHOST TOUR
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Galena photographer Geoffrey Mikol 
has a special story.

by Maya Dickerson
Geoffrey Mikol is a local Galena artist who was born with 

Down Syndrome. He has a passion for photography, and the 
fruits of his talent are on display at River Bend Gallery on 
Main Street in Galena. 

Geoffrey’s story
Mikol grew up in the Chicago area 

and as a freshman in high school took 
a photography class. While Mikol was 
enrolled in this class, the teacher reached out 
to Mikol’s father, Paul. 

“Even back then, the teacher had called me 
up and said, ‘Hey, this guy has really got talent.’ 

And he continued to take photography for the four 
years he was in high school,” Paul explained. 

Throughout high school and his teen years, Geoffrey 
showed off his work at art fairs, winning awards and selling 
several pieces. 

After high school, Geoffrey attended Harper Community 
College in Palatine. After college, Geoffrey was set with a 
choice to make, what job he wanted. 

“His first choice was rock star. I told him that was great 
and to keep practicing his guitar, but while he was waiting for 
that to gel, is there anything else you want to do? And he kept 
going with his photography,” said Paul. 

Now, Mikol shoots photos about once a week. He enjoys 
capturing rocks and caves, usually around Galena and the 
tri-state area. 

Reopening
River Bend Gallery, now located at 300 S. Main St., is 

actually the third version of the business. 
When the Mikols moved to Galena in 2016, they opened 

the first gallery in a store front at the north end of Main 
Street. In a short amount of time, Geoffrey’s work took off. 

“Geoffrey got really popular, really fast, so we needed more 
space,” recalled Paul. 

The Mikols moved the gallery to a location on the far end 
of South Main Street, where they remained for about four 
years. During this time, Geoffrey sold his work and was able 
to meet with customers to share his story. The gallery ran 
smoothly–until the pandemic hit in early 2020. 

“When COVID hit, we decided to close the gallery to 
maintain his health especially,” said Paul. 

The Mikols closed River Bend for the remainder of that 
year with the intent to reopen as soon as it was safe.

On May 1, 2021, their hopes became reality when they 
moved to a location in the Davis Block on Main Street. The 

Camera LensCamera Lens
Through theThrough the 

FYI
To learn more about 

Geoffrey Mikol’s story, 
visit River Bend Gallery at 
300 S. Main St., Galena, 

or riverbendgalleries.
com.
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gallery has been up and running since.
“This space is twice as big as what we had 

before, but we still don’t have enough room in 
here to put up all of his artwork. We have to 
rotate it in and out, because he shoots so much,” 
said Paul. 

 The Mikols 
love living in 
Galena, as well as 
having the gallery 
downtown so 
that people can 
meet the Mikols 
and talk with 
Geoffrey about 
his photography. 
The Mikols enjoy 
meeting with 
people from all 
over and watching 

as people interact with Geoffrey. 
“We always think of Geoffrey as Geoffrey. He’s 

got blue eyes and blonde hair, and he has Down 
Syndrome, but he’s got a bunch of different 
things. He’s an unbelievable photographer,” said 
Paul, who works in the gallery with his wife, Deb. 

River Bend Gallery features Geoffrey’s work 
in a wide variety of forms from wall hangings to 
coasters, puzzles, ornaments and much more.

“When people visit, they get to take home 
a little piece of Galena, and a little piece of 
Geoffrey,” concluded Paul.
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Visit one of Galena’s unique 
galleries, with a wide 

assortment of artwork.

Hello
Galena!

Hello
Galena!

FYI
The Market House Square 
Art Festival, sponsored by 
Hello Galena, is held each 

August on the lawn of the Old 
Market House State Historic 

Site in downtown Galena. For 
more information, visit 

hellogalena.org.

by Maya Dickerson
ello Galena, founded in 2004 in the small brick building next to 
the Old Market House State Historic Site on Commerce Street in 
Galena, is a nonprofit organization with the main purpose to help 
and encourage first-time selling artists and other artists. 

“The state of Illinois Historical Sites was looking for someone to fill this 
space, and they asked Galena Cultural Art Alliance if they 

would be interested in the space to sell some items and 
to also sell tickets to events at Turner Hall. Then it 
evolved mainly into just art,” said manager Toni 
Klingler.

Klingler, a basket weaver, has been leading 
Hello Galena for about a decade and is also one of 
many artists at the gallery who displays and sells 

work. 
The gallery features a large variety of artwork, 

from more traditional pottery, paintings and 
photography, and more one-of-a-kind pieces such as jewelry, 

wooden toys, handmade clothes and woven baskets. 
There are around 50 artists who display their work and volunteer a 

certain number of hours in order to have their work displayed. All artists and 
volunteers are from Jo Daviess County. 

Check out Hello Galena on Facebook and at hellogalena.org.

H
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Artists and Artisans
137 N Main St, Elizabeth, 815-213-5880. Community-

focused art gallery and activity center, specializing in local and 
regional artists and artisans, as well as emerging talent. facebook.
com/137nmain

Dejawood
121 N Main St, Elizabeth, 815-777-9625. Laszlo Marton 

transforms logs, barn wood and discarded wood into useful 
household items to be cherished forever. dejawood.com

Eshelman Pottery
238 N Main St., Elizabeth, 815-858-2327. Pottery by Paul 

Eshelman is contemporary, and functional. Various cups and 
platters are presented elegantly. eshelmanpottery.com

Galena Center For The Arts
971 Gear St, Galena, 779-214-0261. The Galena Center for 

the Arts is a non-profit elevating and celebrating regional arts. 
galenacenterforthearts.com

Galena Clay Works
704 Dewey Ave, Galena, 815-978-7765. Galena Clay Works 

features pottery by Kent Henderson. His clay works are all made 
and fired on the premises. galenaclayworks.net

Hello Galena!
121 N Commerce St, Galena, 815-777-1448. Hello Galena! 

offers unique gifts and artwork for all ages made entirely by Jo 
Daviess County artists. hellogalena.org

Janet Checker Studio
115 S High St, Galena, 815-777-2277. Janet Checker Studio 

offers visitors a chance to see Checker’s original works using oils, 
pastels and small paintings. janetcheckerstudio.com

Kelli May-Krenz Studio
Galena, 952-449-9231, by appointment only. Kelli May-

Krenz is a fabric designer, graphic designer, illustrator and online 
class teacher. Sign up for her classes at kellimaykrenz.com.

Marie’s Wood Carving
106 S Main St, Stockton, 563-543-4276. Marie McDonough 

carves custom woodworks of wildlife. Marieswoodcarvings.com

Northwest Designs Glass Studio
13493 E Blair Hill Rd, Stockton, 815-947-2983. Pennie 

Groezinger’s studio features local artists using fusing techniques 
to create jewelry and wine stops. nwdglassstudio.com 

Pinder Pottery and Gallery
236 N Main St, Galena, 815-291-0618. Joe Pinder brings 

his unique pottery and 29 years of experience creating wheel-
thrown, stoneware pottery to Galena. pinderpottery.com

River Bend Gallery
815-281-9199. Geoffrey Mikol is a photographer who owns 

River Bend Gallery with his family. riverbendgalleries.com

Outside The Lines Gallery
101 S Main St, Galena, 815-776-9166. Owned by Connie 

Twining, Abby Schrup and Stormy Mochal, it features hand-
made items from over 140 artists. otlag.com

Skidmore Art Gallery
319 S Main St, Galena, 815-777-1500. Offering original 

artwork from professional artist Mark Skidmore, the gallery fea-
tures a wide variety of artwork. skidmoreart.net

Galena Spoon Co.
201 Hill St, Galena, 224-209-6409. Visit the store for live 

demonstrations or register online for a class at the Spoon Carver 
Cottage. thespooncarvercottage.com

Stoned Art Studio
284 N Snipe Hollow Rd, Elizabeth, 708-565-7967. Photog-

rapher Henry Matthiessen offers guided photography tours and 
private workshops. stonedartstudio.com

Stone House Pottery and Gallery
418 Spring St, Galena, 815-777-0354. Featuring work by 

Charles Fach, Stone House Pottery & Gallery has a variety of 
artwork. stonehousepotterygalena.com

Seagraves Sculpture
3522 S Ebys Mill Rd, Elizabeth, 815-858-3684. Bronze, 

stone and wood sculptures made by David Seagraves. davidsea-
graves.com

West Street Sculpture Park
620 S West St, Galena 815-777-9591. The West Street 

Sculpture Park offers the opportunity to take a stroll through a 
park while enjoying large, welded metal sculptures made by artist 
John Martinson. weststreetsculpturepark.com

Woodbine Glass Museum
3799 E Woodbine St, Stockton, 815-947-3904. Displaying 

4,000 pieces of hand-blown glass, the museum represents 200 
modern studios.

hometown art
Celebrating
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Get Outdoors & Enjoy Nature...
with the  Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation

JDCF is a member-supported non-profit 
whose mission is to preserve land for the 
lasting well-being of people and wildlife. 

JDCF owns 7 beautiful nature preserves that 
are open to the public for hiking, wildlife 
viewing, and picnicking such as community 
favorites Casper Bluff and Horseshoe Mound. 
No tax dollars are used for the acquisition, 
restoration, or maintenance of JDCF 
preserves.  We currently have over 1,000 
acres open to the public to enjoy outdoor 
activities for FREE. We also host a series of 
educational and recreational events for 
people of all ages. 

For a list of preserves, upcoming events, and 
volunteer opportunities, visit www.jdcf.org.  

info@jdcf.org ~ 815-858-9100View from Horseshoe Mound
(c) Stoned Art Studio
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   102 South Main, Galena, IL. 
         1-815-777-9005

A family-owned business
for Forty years with

Women’s Clothing & Accessories

   102 South Main, Galena, IL. 

Women’s Clothing & Accessories

. 

✦ Exclusive Jewelry Lines:
	 •	Holly	Yashi	
	 •	Firefly
	 •	Adajio

✦ Women’s	Specialty	Clothing:
 •	Parsley	and	Sage	
	 •	Baciano	•	Kamana

✦ Rocks	&	Crystals,	Minerals			
&	Fossils

✦ Hot	New	Items:
	 •	Fabulous	Scarves	
	 			&	Eclectic	Purses
	 •	Handcrafted	Jewelry

Be sure to visit 

   “Art To Wear”
305 S. Main St., Galena, IL.
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Women’s Clothing & Accessories

Be sure to visitBe sure to visitBe sure to visit

   “Art To Wear”   “Art To Wear”   “Art To Wear”
305 S. Main St., Galena, IL305 S. Main St., Galena, IL

Women’s Clothing & Accessories

Be sure to visitBe sure to visitBe sure to visitBe sure to visit

   “Art To Wear”   “Art To Wear”   “Art To Wear”

 illustration by J H
eiden

On Main Street

shopotlag.com

Galena & Dubuque

Outside the Lines-6416_1
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by Maya Dickerson
o Daviess Conservation Foundation, more 
widely known as JDCF, is a big reason why so 
much of Jo Daviess County’s natural beauty is 
preserved.

Founded in 1993 by a group of local people 
who wanted to protect and maintain an 

open piece of property that was 
up for sale near Galena, JDCF 

first met around kitchen tables 
as members brainstormed 
ideas to help preserve land. 
In 1994, the first property 
donated to JDCF, a non-profit 

organization with no tax dollars 
involved, is what is now known as 

the Schurmeier Teaching Forest. 
Around the start of the new century, 

JDCF started to purchase land through grants that 
mostly came from foundations. The organization 
purchased the first property in 2005 and started stew-
ardship work as well as opening up properties for the 
public to enjoy. Soon after, JDCF started an education 
and outreach program to train the next generation of 
conservationists. 

That was just the start of a conservation journey. 

Today
Up until 1999, JDCF was entirely dependent on 

volunteers. But a turning point came when JDCF of-
ficials were able to hire, through grant funds, the first 
executive director, Julie Bruser. Now, Steve Barg has 
been the executive director for the past eight years.

Of his work, Barg says, “It entails managing a really 
talented staff, working with a volunteer board of direc-
tors who govern our organization, raising money and 

J

Preserving & protectingPreserving & protecting

Natural beautyNatural beauty

Luminaria walk at Casper Bluff

FYI
Founded in 1993, the 

Jo Daviess Conservation 
Foundation has grown to include 

over 170 active volunteers 
and 1,000 members. More 

information at jdcf.org.
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Experience the rich history of Galena on your smart phone! You can visit Galena virtually 
from your own home as well as take and customize your own self-guided driving and 
walking tours while you’re in town! 

Pre-Arranged Tours • Ghost Legends New This Year! • Download the App and Explore Galena!
Over 290 locations that include U.S. Grant’s pre-Civil War home, Turner Hall, Market House, Old Stockade, 

Coatsworth Building, DeSoto House Hotel, Washburne House, Blacksmith Shop, Belvedere Mansion, The 
Dowling House, the Old Central School and many more historic houses, churches, and downtown Galena 

buildings.

Download the
app now at:

Over 290 locations that include U.S. Grant’s pre-Civil War home, Turner Hall, Market House, Old Stockade, 
Coatsworth Building, DeSoto House Hotel, Washburne House, Blacksmith Shop, Belvedere Mansion, The 

Dowling House, the Old Central School and many more historic houses, churches, and downtown Galena 
buildings.

Galena’s first
& only tour aPP!
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‘To preserve land for the 
lasting well-being of 
people and wildlife.’

developing budgets, strategic planning and execution, getting 
everyone excited and motivated so everyone is working towards 
the same goal.” 

Today, JDCF has over 170 active volunteers and is member 
based, having grown to over 1,000 members and more than 70 
supporting businesses. 

Barg really enjoys his role in the organization.
“I enjoy it. It’s my passion. I am lucky to have found a career 

and to come to work doing something I love to do,” said Barg. 
“I love the community of conservation supporters that has been 
created here. I love working with people. Everything from local 
residents, to business owners, to volunteers and tribal people 
who once called this place home.”
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Casper Bluff Land & Water Reserve
870 S Pilot Knob Rd, Galena

Casper Bluff Land and Water Reserve offers rich Native 
American history on its 100-acre site of prairies, savannas and 
effigy mounds. Breathtaking views of the Mississippi River, Iowa 
and Illinois can be seen from dawn until dusk at Casper Bluff. 
There are 51 burial mounds indicating that the area served as 
ceremonial grounds for the Late Woodland Indians. On the 
property, visitors will also find the last known intact Thunderbird 
Effigy Mound in the state.

Horseshoe Mound Preserve
1679 N Blackjack Rd, Galena

Located at the eastern gateway to the historic city of Galena, 
the 40-acre Horseshoe Mound Preserve features a central 
gathering area with a stone compass, viewing scopes, hiking 
trails and scenic outlooks with a 40-mile view including parts 
of Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin and the Mississippi River, making 
Horseshoe the perfect place to watch the sunset.

Galena Gateway Park
9300 W Powder House Hill Rd, Galena

Visit one of Illinois’ most scenic views, overlooking downtown 
Galena and surrounding mounds. Galena Gateway Park includes 
natural prairies with an always-changing population of wild 
flowers and woodlands. There are mowed and gravel paths for 
hiking, running, mountain biking, bird watching and picnicking.

Buehler Preserve
102 Jefferson St, Galena

The eastern portion of Buehler Preserve contains a hilly 
woodland; the western portion, a flood plain that offers water 
filtration, a prairie restoration and open space values in close 

proximity to the city of Galena. The Galena River Trail, open for 
bikers, dog-walkers and hikers, extends from the Meeker Street 
footbridge, adjacent to Buehler Preserve.

Wapello Land & Water Reserve
8642 Illinois 84 South, Hanover
Named after the original name of Hanover and the chief of the 
Fox Indians, Wapello is located just south of Hanover. Referred 
to as the “John Chapman Archaeological Site” by the National 
Register of Historic Places, Wapello was the meeting point of two 
Native American cultures, the northern Woodland and southern 
Mississippian Native American tribes. Walking trails, featuring 
effigy mounds and barred villages, are equipped with interpretive 
signage. 

Valley of Eden Bird Sanctuary
5559 E Rush Creek Rd, Stockton

Explore 109 acres of prairie, forest and grassland at the only 
bird sanctuary in the county, which offers a peaceful environment 
to watch the sun set. It features six miles of walking trails and two 
observation decks for bird watching. So far, over 120 species of 
birds have been identified on site.

Schurmeier Teaching Forest
147 E Reusch Rd, Elizabeth

In memory of their parents, Jerry and Jon Schurmeier do-
nated 52 acres of land to JDCF in 1994. With the help of the 
Northwest Illinois Forestry Association and a grant from the Illi-
nois Council on Forestry Development, the Schurmeier Teaching 
Forest was created on the 11 westernmost acres of the property. 
This is the only teaching forest in Illinois. The site consists of rug-
ged hillside that is entirely wooded.

Rutherford Refuge at Twin Bridges
9532 E Twin Bridges Road, Warren

Purchased in December 2020, Rutherford Refuge at Twin 
Bridges is the newest JDCF property to open to the public. Mowed 
hiking trails take visitors along a sedge meadow, through prairie 
home to several rare plant species, and past impressive oak trees.

Visit these properties
These Jo Daviess Conservation 

Foundation sites are preserved for 
the public to enjoy.
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•EsprEsso drinks

•BrEwEd CoffEE

•Cold BrEw

spECialty CoffEE  
roastEd in-housE

•BrEakfast sandwiChEs

•pastriEs & Muffins

•tEas & BoostEr JuiCE

s

Galena Roasters-6223_1

118 north Main st. GalEnaordEr onlinE! GalEnaroastErs.CoM

•Bulk wholesale for coffee 
shops, cafes, restaurants, 
B&Bs, hospitality
•Custom roasting and 
labeling

earl@galenaroasters.com
815-541-0941
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COOKWARE•BAKEWARE•BARWARE•TABLETOP•FINE TEAS
GALENA ROASTER’S COFFEE•SPECIALTY FOOD•DEMOS•CUTLERY

204 NORTH MAIN ST. GALENA, IL | (815) 777-1922 | WWW.GRATEFULGOURMETGALENA.COM

DISCOvER A NEW LEvEL OF k ITCHENWARE



Wickless soy 
& traditional 

candles created 
at Galena

Main Street 
business

114 S. Main St., Galena, IL. 61036 (815) 776-0811
Home of Finley Grace Wickless Soy Candles

It’s been 13 
years since 
Bill and Patti 

Murphy began 
searching for a way 
to raise money for 
their now 15-year-
old grand-

daughter’s 
trust fund. 
Finley Grace 
was born with a rare and incurable 
genetic deficiency called Cri du Chat 
syndrome, or 5P minus for short. 
Their perfect business opportunity 
turned out to be in the form of a 
scented Wickless Soy Candle.
Launching the business in 2008, 

the Murphys began manufacturing the air 
fresheners in a 

room on the 
second floor 
of their store, 

At Home in 
Galena.

Nearly 1500 
highly scented 

Wickless Soy Candles 
can be poured in one 
day. The small tins of 

soy wax “super saturated” with fragrance will cover 200 square 
feet of space and give off a delightful scent for up to 15 weeks. At 
any given time there are 50-60 different fragrances displayed on 

the first floor of the store. 
The Murphys also sell Finley 
Grace products through 
over 500 retail outlets 
mostly in the Midwest and 
have been able to network 
and market their products 
for fundraisers all over 
the United States with 

customers who visit their Galena store.
Finley Grace Promotions continues to develop new product 

lines. Nonny’s Lifestyle line is the latest complete line addition with 
candles, soaps, travel candles, body butter, lotions, liquid soaps 
and shower gels. . .all produced with 
essential oils.

Stop in to see the ever-
expanding lines we offer. 

At Home in Galena--1698_1

At Home in Galena owners, Bill 
and Patti Murphy, launched 
Finley Grace, a wickless soy 
candle business in 2009, 
as a way to raise funds for 
their granddaughter, Finley 
Grace, who has a rare and 
incurable genetic disorder. 
The business has taken 
off, and now Finley Grace 
products are sold across the 
country.

searching for a way searching for a way 
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...it’s all about FAMILY!

Finley is cooking up 
something new...
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Built in 1857

The Belvedere
Open To The Public

Discounted Combination Belvedere
&  Dowling House tickets    

1008 Park Ave                                               (815) 777-0747

Visit Galena’s Largest Mansion
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Eric and Monique Bonnetain, a husband and wife duo, 
open Bread & Vine on Main Street.
by Maya Dickerson

New Galena business owners, Eric and Monique 
Bonnetain, are making a mark on the community 
with their Main Street bar and bakery, Bread & Vine.

Monique, who grew up in the south suburbs of 
Chicago, went into the wine business after graduating from 
Illinois State University. 

 “That business has allowed me to travel 
and live in different cities all around 

the country,” said Monique, “When 
I was in New York, that is when I 
met Eric.”

Eric was born and raised 
in Paris, France, but lived all 
around the world–in St. Martin, 
Shanghai, and other parts of the 
United States. 

When the pandemic hit in early 
2020, Eric was in Shanghai, China, 

when the first rounds of the shutdowns 
happened. He was able to come back to 

the U.S. eventually, but then the U.S. shut down 
as well. 

It was during the shut down that Monique and Eric 
visited Galena. 

“There was one day in June that we decided to take a 
trip up to Galena. Back in the 90s I used to sell wine for 
the same company that Jamie from Jamie’s Wine Studio 
sold for. I happened to text her and say I was coming up to 
Galena,” Monique said. 

Monique and Eric spent the day in Galena, shopping 
and enjoying the town.

“It’s the Midwest sensibility about Galena and the 
community,” said Monique. 

They stopped at Jamie’s Wine Studio, and when 
leaving happened to run into Joan Raymond, who owns 
the Ulysses Suites. Raymond showed Eric and Monique 

around her building, and when they got to the main floor, 
Raymond mentioned that she was looking for someone to 
fill the spot. Eric made a few suggestions about the space. 

“He made a few recommendations, and I jokingly said, 
‘Why don’t you open up a space?’ We drove back that 
night and we were sitting in the car quietly and I said, ‘Do 
you really want to do this?’ And that really started the ball 
rolling,” Monique recalled. 

The Bonnetains took a leap into launching their own 
business in downtown Galena. 

Owning a downtown business
The Bonnetains got to work, planning the kind of busi-

ness that would be a good fit for Galena.
“We wanted to come in and bring something that would 

Bread
&

Vine
&

Bread

Vine

FYI
Bread & Vine Bakery, 217 S. 

Main St., Galena, partners with 
a few other stores downtown. Their 
cheese boards are made by Galena 
Spoon Company. They have wines 

from Galena Cellars and carry brands 
from Blaum Bros. Distillery 
as well as jams and jellies 

from Galena Canning 
Company.



2021 Fall/Winter Galenian      31

complement the city. We didn’t want to bring 
something in that would compete with anyone 
else. We worked on bringing together a concept 
that no one else had, that would be another 
reason for people to visit,” said Monique. 

The couple researched a lot and found that 
people wanted more variety, more lunch places 
and shorter wait times. Based on those factors, 
they designed a business model that would pro-
vide amazing food with fast turnaround times. 
It was important to the Bonnetains that the 
dining experience feature foods they love from 
all around the world. 

All of their ideas and concepts resulted in 
a bakery and bar featuring European charm 
mixed with clean and sophisticated touches. 

To help them run day-to-day operations, 
they’ve established a strong leadership team, 
that in addition to the Bonnetains includes 
their pastry chef, Laura, and their chef, Em-
manuel. 

Since opening, the Bonnetains have been 
welcomed by the community.

“The welcoming response from the commu-
nity has been wonderful. It almost makes you 
emotional to see how you are embraced, to see 
you are bringing joy to people, a new experi-
ence, and we are happy to do that. It is hum-
bling and it makes you feel like you’ve created 
an opportunity for people to have new experi-
ences,” said Monique. 

Try it. You’ll like it!
Some of Eric and Monique’s favorites on the menu are the 
almond croissant; the salmon quinoa and seaweed salad; 
the chocolate tart with salted caramel; the macarons; and 
the french hot dog.
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By Maya Dickerson

One, two, three. That’s the wood 
carving method used by Galena Spoon 
Company’s Paul Pendola. Pendola, a 

self-taught woodworker, uses one solid piece of 
local wood, both of his hands and three tools to 
create his artwork.

Becoming a full-time artist
Originally living in Chicago, Pendola 

worked in the hospitality business, as a 
consultant, and even for Disney and the 
Paralympics at one point. “I have been coming 
to Galena since 1975. My family came here 
for vacation. As an adult I would come here 
often for day trips or weekend getaways. I 
really fell in love with Galena,” Pendola said. 

Pendola moved to Galena in 2017 and 
eventually decided to make woodworking his 
full-time job. “It became very clear to me that 
Galena would be a great canvas for my spoon 
business,” said Pendola. “There is an audience 
and a supportive and large arts community.”

Before opening his shop at 201 
Hill St., just off Main Street, 
Pendola worked with the city to 
get the Prospect Street cottage 
he lived in rezoned. “You 
could maintain businesses 
in your residential property, 
but at the time there was 
no mechanism for an artist 
to have an art studio and sell 

directly in their home,” said Pendola.
With the ordinance change, artists in 

residential areas 
can now apply to 
use their residential 
homes as art studios 
where they can 
sell to the public. 
From 2018 to 2020, 
Pendola sold directly 
out of his cottage 
on weekends. 
Pendola also teaches 
woodworking classes at his cottage, as well as 
at the Galena ARC and at Shake Rag Alley 
Center for the Arts in Mineral Point, Wis.

Once Pendola left his corporate job in 
2019, he started working on a retail business 
to open in downtown Galena. In October 
2020, Pendola opened Galena Spoon Co. in a 
small shop space just steps from Main Street. 
Pendola now wholesales, partners with other 
businesses, sells in his own shop and online.

Pendola sells his handcrafted 
wooden spoons, boards, 

pie servers, spatulas and 
candleholders in his shop, 
where visitors have a one-of-
a-kind shopping experience. 
He also sells jams, chocolates 
and other specialty items. 

“I’m in the shop carving 
spoons, so it’s an experiential 

travel moment for people when they meet the 
maker and see the product being made,” said 
Pendola. “It is also a very intimate shopping 
experience. I hand select all the products, and 
I can share with people my passion behind the 
products.” 

Each piece is authentically handcrafted as 
well as finished with only natural products. 

“My wooden spoons, bowls, spatulas, 
boards, are all finished with natural coconut 
oil and beeswax. It’s shelf stable, all natural 
and food safe. There are no chemical finishes, 
stains or dyes,” said Pendola.

Not only are the finishes on Pendola’s 
products authentic and natural, but also the 
majority of the wood he uses is locally sourced. 

“The boards are sourced locally from old 
buildings,” said Pendola. “The wood comes 
from the Eisbachs at Hoof-It Galena. It is lo-
cally sourced and all natural.”

In the future, Pendola hopes to extend his 
hours and increase his production by expand-
ing his staff. Pendola also hopes to start creat-
ing gift sets and he’d like to attend local fairs 
and festivals to sell and demonstrate his work. 

Opening his shop near Main Street has 
been a game changer for Pendola and his busi-
ness. 

“I’m getting referrals and fortunately I’m 
getting repeat business,” said Paul. “The store 
has done so much better than I anticipated. It 
has been just terrific.” 

Handcrafted from locally-
sourced wood, wood carver 
Paul Pendola’s creations are 

beautiful works of art

FYI
Pendola partners with 

many other businesses in 
town that sell his woodworking 

artwork. He partners with the 
Galena Apothecary, Shenandoah 

Riding Center, the Goldmoor, 
Bread & Vine, and many more 

with whom he hopes to 
work in the future.

Galena Spoon

Company
Galena Spoon

Company



2021 Fall/Winter Galenian      33

B O O K  T E E  T I M E S  O N L I N E  A T  W O O D B I N E B E N D . C O M

3500 E CENTER RD STOCKTON, IL     (815) 858-3939

Come for the fun

Stay for the yum

Woodbine Bend-6512_1
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Local author P.J. HarteNaus with her husband, David, and grandson, Caelan, 
in front of Mary Jane, the vintage 1953 Chevrolet truck that she’s converted 
into her Belden Boy Series Bookmobile. 

Plan ahead for summer!
Each summer P.J. HarteNaus joins with other 
educators to host the Belden Boys Writing Camp, 
a three-day summer writing camp at Belden 
School, a one-room school house set deep in 
the woods of Galena. The camp for children is 
designed for serious young writers who use a 
good old-fashioned pencil and paper. To learn 
more, visit whistleslickpress.com

Add your own splash of 
color and creativity to these 

Galena coloring pages.

Choose yourChoose your

ColorColor
   here’s a new way to enjoy the sites of Galena. Pull out the 
crayons or colored pencils and add your own creativity to 
the pages of the new “A Colorful Drive with Mary Jane” 

coloring book from Whistleslick Press. 
With the encouragement of her daughter, 

Kelly Scrima, local author P.J. HarteNaus 
worked with illustrator Tracey Hayes to 
create the detailed 20-page coloring book 
that features Main Street views, Casper 
Bluff Land & Water Preserve, Thunder 
Bay Falls, Shenandoah Riding Center and 

Belden School in The Galena Territory, Jail 
Hill Inn, the Elihu B. Washburne House 

State Historic Site, Chestnut Mountain Resort 
and more. The Whistleslick Press Bookmobile, a 

1953 Chevrolet truck named Mary Jane, appears on each page, 
leading the way from site to site. 

Hayes did the illustrations, while HarteNaus wrote informa-
tion on each page about the view shown. HarteNaus saw this 
as a way to promote preservation efforts in the community and 
support small businesses.

So far, the coloring books have been a hit with all ages, 
and HarteNaus, who has written seven books with more to be 
released soon, is pleased with the reception. 

The coloring books are available at whistleslickpress.com and 
at various locations throughout Galena. A portion of the pro-
ceeds are donated to animal rescues and animal sanctuaries. 

FYI
“A Colorful Drive with 

Mary Jane” coloring book is 
available at whistleslickpress.

com or at a variety of locations in 
downtown Galena. A portion of the 
proceeds from all P.J. HarteNaus’ 

books go to animal rescues 
and animal sanctuaries.

T
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Check out the beautiful paintings, pottery, photography, jewelry, 
stained glass, wearable art jackets, knitted & felted items, baskets, 

wooden toys & pens, books & music, Galena art & souvenirs.

121 N. Commerce St., Galena

Phone: (815) 777-1448
hellogalena.org

selling the work of 65 local artists!
next to the historic old Market house
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Galena River Wine & Cheese

420 South Main Street - Galena 

www.galenariverwineandcheese.com 

815 777-9430
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Market Bakery

Smell the Goodness!
   vSweet Breads 
   vSavory Breads
   vCinnamon Rolls 
   vCookies vPies 
        v  Brownies 
        vCoffee & More!

119 S. Main   Galena, IL
815-776-0473

Market BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket Bakery
Breads vPiesvCookies & More

Fresh Daily
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• One notice of letting.• Four tentative budget and appropriation hearings.• Three assumed name no-tices.
• Three claims notices.• Two notices of public hearing, Jo Daviess County Building & Zoning.

Public notices: 8A

Continued to page 7A
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Chris
Curran
Financial 
Advisor
985 Galena Square Dr.
Galena, IL 61036

Give Chris a call at
815-777-6027

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

“Are you invested 
properly? Get a 

second opinion.”
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11371 Oldenburg Lane  Galena, IL 61036(815) 777-9401

Upcomingevents
May 9

Mother’s Day: Moms get a 
free 1-scoop sundae with 

purchase of a regular basket

May 6
Scoop of
Thanks

Culver’s-5331_1

Galena’s new chiefs

A couple of familiar faces make up

Lt. Eric Hefel will become Galena’s police chief when he is sworn in on June 15. He’ll officially take the reins 
the following day, June 16, the day after current chief Lori Huntington retires. Hillary Dickerson photo

by Hillary Dickersonhdickerson@galgazette.comGALENA–Eric Hefel has taken the next step in his career, climbing the ladder from Galena Police lieu-tenant to chief. He’ll take on his new role Wednesday, June 16, the day after Lori Huntington retires. “This is definitely something that I’m happy about and looking forward to,” said Hefel. It was in middle and high school that Hefel set his sights on a career in law enforcement. A 1988 graduate of Galena High School, he had strong examples from his grandfather, a Galena po-lice officer, and his father, Leo, who started with the Galena Police Department, worked for the Illinois 

State Police and served as Jo Daviess County Sheriff. Out of high school, Hefel attended Highland Community College for two years before transfer-ring to Western Illinois University to study criminal justice. 
Hefel started in law enforcement in 1997 with the East Dubuque Police Department. He remained there until 2011, serving as both a sergeant and an investigator. 

In 2011, Hefel switched to Galena, starting out as a patrol officer. He was promoted to investigator in 2012 and then lieutenant in 2013. From the beginning of his career, no matter 

Bob Conley is the new chief of the Galena Fire Department, taking on the role previously held by Randy 
Beadle. Conley served as Beadle’s assistant chief for eight years and is ready for the new challenge. Hillary 
Dickerson photo

by Hillary Dickersonhdickerson@galgazette.comGALENA–Bob Conley knows he has some big shoes to fill as the new chief of the Galena Fire Department, but he is ready for the challenge after working alongside former chief Randy Beadle for the last eight years as assistant chief. 

“I’m very much looking forward to it,” said Conley, who feels fortunate to be surrounded by a great group of department members who make his job easier with their commitment and dedication. Twenty-three years ago, it was Beadle who saw something in Conley from the very beginning. 

Conley: Galena’s new fire chief

Continued to page 7A

Hefel appointed police chief

Donut miss an issue.
Nothing goes together better than coffee, donuts and The Galena Gazette. 

Subscribe today, and you’ll be up to date on all things in Jo Daviess County. 
A local subscription is only $36.  That’s a dime a day.
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Galena’s new chiefs

•Two tentative budget and appropriations.•Six tax deed notices.•One claims notice.
•One notice of unknown heirs and legatees.•One assumed name notice.•One meeting date changed.•One town fund budget notice.•One road and bridge budget notice.•One notice to bidders.

Public notices: 9-10A

HELP WANTED WRAP•Find your newest employees!•Your HELP WANTED ad will be front & center•In print & online at GalenaGazette.com
LeAnne: lsharkey@galgazette.comMike: mjones@galgazette.comJay: jdickerson@galgazette.com

815-777-0019
galenagazette.com

Continued to page 8A

Place your ad any time at galenagazette.com

Pages 15-17A Public notices on 6A: • One early voting notice, Jo Daviess County Clerk.• One public hearing, Jo Daviess County Health Department.• One notice of assessed valuation, Ill. Department of Revenue.• One notice of dissolution of marriage.• One assumed name.• Four claims notices.

Public notices

Green Street TavernFamily Meal DealSunday-Thursday 4 pm - 8 pmPick Up in Green Street Tavern$34 serves a Family of 4SUNDAY: Chicken ParmesanFlour Dusted Sauteed Chicken Tenders over Fettuccine with Housemade Marinara Sauceserved with House Salad, choice of Dressingand Garlic Toast.MONDAY-BBQ Pulled Pork SandwichesHousemade BBQ Pulled Pork on Pretzel Buns served with Baked Potatoes with Butter and Sour Cream, Cole Slaw, House Salad and choice of Dressing.TUESDAY-Homemade MeatloafHousemade Meatloaf served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, Seasonal Vegetables, House Salad,choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.WEDNESDAY-Beer Battered Chicken TendersHandmade Beer Battered Chicken Tenders with Housemade Macaroni and Cheese served withHouse Salad, choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.THURSDAY-Italian Beef SandwichesThinly Sliced Prime Rib on Sub Rolls with Housemade Giardiniera, Mozzarella Cheese, andAu Jus on the Side. Served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, House Salad and choice of Dressing.Green Street TavernCorner of Main & Green Street815-777-0090 DeSoto House-2
04_1

When MembersCome First...

Crystal Performance Award 2019
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BIRTHDAY, EASTER, WHATEVER!

402 S. MAIN ST., GALENA

happiness in a box for any reason!

Culver’s of Galena  815-777-9401

Culvers-4658_1

Remembering Sheriff Allendorf

Friends, colleagues and family look back on the life of a man 

who meant so much to the community. See pages 12-14A.

Who gets on the priority wait list? See page 8A

Answering the call

fyiReach the call center by cal l ing 815-591-2673 Mon-day through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

by Brandon Behlkebbehlke@galgazette.comHANOVER–The Jo Daviess County Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in 

Hanover has been transformed into a call center with the goal of helping those in 

Phase 1b without access to a computer or internet sign up for a vaccination clinic. 

According to Sandra Schleicher, public health administrator, anyone can call 

if they have questions, but the registration list is going to be limited to those 

over 65 for now. From 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday through Friday weekly, beginning Feb. 22, volunteers of the Medical Reserve 

Corps will answer phones to register those in need.Emergency management director Chuck Pedersen’s 

past career working as a project manager at AT&T came 

in handy as he has set up many call centers in his years 

with AT&T. About two weeks ago, Pedersen answered a call from Lori 

Stangl, clinical services director at the Jo Daviess County Health 

Department, and was asked if the health department could utilize 

the EOC for a vaccination call center. “We have always thought about how we can use this space,” said Pedersen. “She asked how we 

could utilize this space as a call center. We had a couple extra lines that were put in and Joe (Kratcha, 

county GIS director) helped the programming get all set up.”

There are four stations set up with individual phones and computers. The county’s GIS department worked 

over the weekend to make sure everything was ready to go for the call center to go live. 

Prior to being utilized as a call center, the EOC was used for personal protective equipment distribution. 

“The purpose of this space is shifting with the need,” said Pedersen. “It is here to help the county.”

Jo Daviess County Emergency 
Operations Center becomes call 
center for vaccine registration

Half page10.5” x 5.4”$322, first week$225 each extra week 30% discount

Quarter page5.25” x 5.4”$200, first week$140 each extra week 30% discount

Full page10.5” x 11”$500, first week$350 each extra week 30% discount
Eighth page5.25” x 2.6”$115, first week$80 each extra week 30% discount

Place your ad any time at galenagazette.com

Pages 12-14A

Continued to page 10A

Green Street Tavern
Family Meal DealSunday-Thursday 4 pm - 8 pmPick Up in Green Street Tavern$34 serves a Family of 4SUNDAY: Chicken ParmesanFlour Dusted Sauteed Chicken Tenders over Fettuccine with Housemade Marinara Sauceserved with House Salad, choice of Dressingand Garlic Toast.

MONDAY-BBQ Pulled Pork SandwichesHousemade BBQ Pulled Pork on Pretzel Buns served with Baked Potatoes with Butter and Sour Cream, Cole Slaw, House Salad and choice of Dressing.TUESDAY-Homemade MeatloafHousemade Meatloaf served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, Seasonal Vegetables, House Salad,choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.WEDNESDAY-Beer Battered Chicken TendersHandmade Beer Battered Chicken Tenders with Housemade Macaroni and Cheese served withHouse Salad, choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.THURSDAY-Italian Beef SandwichesThinly Sliced Prime Rib on Sub Rolls with Housemade Giardiniera, Mozzarella Cheese, andAu Jus on the Side. Served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, House Salad and choice of Dressing.

Green Street TavernCorner of Main & Green Street815-777-0090
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Culver’s of Galena  815-777-9401
18G25--Culvers

Culver’s of Galena  815-777-9401

ONLINE ORDERING IS HEREOrder from our patio for delivery!Order at:
CULVERS.COM

On Tuesday, June 1, Galena Country Tourism staff set up LGBTQ+ flags and decorations on the pedestrian bridge to Grant Park to mark June as Pride Month. On Saturday, June 12, there will be a pride picnic in Grant Park. From left Justin Helle, Emily Tepper and Rose Noble create rainbow steps leading to the bridge. Maya Dickerson photo

73 years in the family business

Now, 73 years later, Montgomery’s sons, who grew up to follow in their father’s footsteps and spent decades growing and transforming the business for the times, are ready for their next chapters. Brian and Gordy Montgomery will sell Montgomery Truck-ing to Waste Connections in July. They’re counting down the days and feel confident that customers in the areas they serve throughout Jo Daviess County won’t notice a difference. The name, the trucks and the employees 

will remain the same. 

From the beginning
From the stories they heard from their parents, the early days of the business were a far cry from today, Brian and Gordy noted. 

The business only covered Galena at the time as a subscription service–people signed up if they wanted their garbage picked up–and almost all of the garbage was carried out by Gordon and whoever he picked up at the bar to work with him that day. There was a lone 

Wednesday, June 9, 2021 • 188 years • No. 23  $1.50
 188 years • No. 23 • $1.50 • galenagazette.com

Honor the Stars 
& Stripes

Flag retirement ceremony June 12GALENA–The Galena American Le-gion Post 193 will host a flag retirement ceremony from 10-11 a.m. on Saturday, June 12 at Wienen Park in Galena. 

American flags will be burned with full honors. Drop off flags at boxes behind both the Galena VFW Post 2665 and behind Galena City Hall, 101 Green St. 

GALENA–Ga lena ’ s first Pride Picnic–open to everyone–will take place Saturday, June 12 from 1 to 5 p.m. at Grant Park. Those who plan to attend are en-couraged to pack a picnic lunch to enjoy live music, entertainment and prizes from local businesses. 
Picnic-goers will be treated to swag bags fea-turing items donated by local businesses includ-ing totes from The Galena Bakehouse; hand sanitizers from The Scent Workshop; and other items from River Bend Gallery, New Earth Animals, Galena Kids, Verilife Galena and the Galena-Jo Daviess County Historical Society & Mu-seum. Consumers at The Workshop will assemble the bags. 

Howl2Go, a dueling piano band, will perform from 1 to 5 p.m. in the pavilion. There’s a drag performance scheduled from 3 to 4 p.m. There will be wine slushees, a goat meet-up, a tie-dye station and lawn games.

Pride in 
Galena

A 1990s photo of Gordy and Brian Montgomery with their mom, Ethel, who was a huge part of the business for years, handling all the book-keeping. Contributed photo

by Hillary 
Dickerson 

hdickerson@
galgazette.com

GALENA–Seventy-three years ago, sitting at a bar in downtown Galena, Gordon Montgomery took a leap. Married for three years, working different odd jobs and with a toddler at home, Montgom-ery used the last $400 he had to buy a garbage business. 
Even though he may have taken a bit of flack from his wife, Gor-don must have had a pretty good feeling about the potential for the business. 

Brian and Gordy Montgomery are selling Montgomery Trucking, the business their father purchased in 1948

2021
Class of

Galena•East Dubuque•River Ridge•Scales Mound• Southwestern•Stockton•Wahlert•WarrenSpecial section in this issue

Bob Conley is the new chief of the Galena Fire Department, taking on the role previously held by Randy 
Beadle. Conley served as Beadle’s assistant chief for eight years and is ready for the new challenge. 
Dickerson photo

Hefel appointed police chiefSubscribe today, and you’ll be up to date on all things in Jo Daviess County. 

Place your ad any time at galenagazette.com

Pages 17-20A Public notices on 6A: • Two petitions for tax deeds.• One notice of annual budget hearing.
• One sheriff ’s sale.• One estate notice.• One name change.

Public
notices

Continued to page 8A

Green Street Tavern
Family Meal DealSunday-Thursday 4 pm - 8 pmPick Up in Green Street Tavern$34 serves a Family of 4SUNDAY: Chicken ParmesanFlour Dusted Sauteed Chicken Tenders over Fettuccine with Housemade Marinara Sauceserved with House Salad, choice of Dressingand Garlic Toast.

MONDAY-BBQ Pulled Pork SandwichesHousemade BBQ Pulled Pork on Pretzel Buns served with Baked Potatoes with Butter and Sour Cream, Cole Slaw, House Salad and choice of Dressing.TUESDAY-Homemade MeatloafHousemade Meatloaf served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, Seasonal Vegetables, House Salad,choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.WEDNESDAY-Beer Battered Chicken TendersHandmade Beer Battered Chicken Tenders with Housemade Macaroni and Cheese served withHouse Salad, choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.THURSDAY-Italian Beef SandwichesThinly Sliced Prime Rib on Sub Rolls with Housemade Giardiniera, Mozzarella Cheese, andAu Jus on the Side. Served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, House Salad and choice of Dressing.

Green Street TavernCorner of Main & Green Street815-777-0090
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Order from our patio for delivery!Online Ordering AvAilAble At Our PAtiO, tOO!

At the filming of the “Family Dinners” episode last July, from left: show host Anthony Zimmern, David Sandlers, Barbara Blust, Sarah Sandlers 

and Eliana Sandlers, Don Steffan, Susan Steffan, Josh Kimball and Naomi and Austin Kimball. Missing from the photo are Addie and Noah 

Sandlers. Contributed photos

fyi
The “Family Din-

ner” episode featur-
ing Susan Steffan and her family is scheduled to launch on the Magnolia Net-

work this week. 

by Hillary Dickersonhdickerson@galgazette.comLast July, for three days, Susan and Don Steffan’s Jo Daviess County 
home was transformed into a television set. Special lights were set in place, 
crew members scurried about and the cameras rolled. After the session wrapped following three days of work–and lots of fun–
the Steffan family had to wait patiently for their moment in the spotlight. This week, the wait is over. An episode of the Magnolia Network’s “Family Dinner,” featuring the Steffan family, premieres for the world–and the family–to see on Thursday, July 15. The episode is on-demand and can be watched at any point.Hosted by Andrew Zimmern, the show fea-tures the famous chef visiting families across the country to learn about their stories, culture and food.

The stars of this particular episode are Susan 

ELIZABETH–The Elizabeth Com-munity Fair is celebrating 100 years of memories and traditions Friday-Sunday, July 16-18. The weekend will be filled with shows, kid’s games, tractor pulls, contests, music, food and assorted en-tertainment.
Saturday’s 11 a.m. parade has a differ-ent route this year, starting at the former nursing home on Pleasant Street and traveling Orange Street, South Madison Street, East Sycamore Street and South Ash Street before sending at West Myrtle Street. 

For a complete lineup, see page 10A of this week’s Gazette. 

by Brandon Behlke
bbehlke@galgazette.comELIZABETH–The Elizabeth Commu-nity Fair has been a fixture in the com-munity since 1918. This year marks the 100th celebration, making it the longest running of the two community fairs left in Illinois. The other community fair takes place in the central Illinois com-munity of Fisher. The fair has only been postponed twice, with the most recent being in 2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

100 years of fun
For many in Elizabeth, the event is 

a ritual of summer that has become customary for the community and an event they look forward to each year. “I remember as a kid, watching on the tractor pulls and standing on the stone bolt as it passed,” said Joe Am-brosia, fair board member. Ambrosia said the fair began in 1918 as a way for the community to exhibit 

agriculture. 
“It started as an exhibition fair and still is,” said Ambrosia. “That is its main emphasis. We receive some state monies from the State Fair Association. People just always wanted to show their wares whether it was canning stuff, crops, housewares or livestock.”

Community fairs were a popular 

summertime activity in small commu-nities throughout the region. Many have now faded into history. 
Elizabeth and Warren are the last of the community fairs to remain. Warren’s transitioned to the Jo Daviess County Fair, which still agitates many long-time Elizabeth residents. At last count, 84-year-old Elizabeth resident John Eversoll, who was also on the fair board for many years, has attended at least 75 of the fairs.“The start of the fair was before my time,” said Eversoll. “It is an amazing thing that we have been able to have it 

Elizabeth Community Fair turns 100Annual event is the longest-running community fair in the stateGerald Speer, Elizabeth Historical Society named grand marshal
Page 7A

Serving up traditions on national TV

Continued to page 8A

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local NeedsApple River, IL  •  Scales Mound, IL  •  Warren, ILElizabeth, IL  •  Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WIGalena, IL –  First Community BankAppleRiverStateBank.com Member FDIC
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Southwestern Baseball Team!

First C
omm

unity 
Bank-

6400_
1

A season to remember

Wildcats

The Southwestern Wildcats celebrate after the sectional championship win over Bangor on Tuesday, June 22. Back row, from left: assistant coach Justin Hahn, Jordan Pergande, Carson Reese, Jordan Stanton, Peerson Kephart, Bryce Reese, Jace Mess, Colson Splinter, Corbin Splinter, Tyler Brotzman, Isaac Stanton; front row: assistant coach Adam Hutchins, AJ Lutes, Cooper Allen, Gavin Jochum, Peyton Edmonds, Cade Buxton, Trey Weiland, Mason Kaiser and assistant coach Hunter Petsche. 

by Brandon Behlkebbehlke@galgazette.comHAZEL GREEN, Wis.–Very few teams faced the adver-sity that Southwestern dealt with this year. Due to the construction of the new baseball fi eld, and the anticipation for grass to begin to grow at the facility, the Wildcats baseball team was faced with the diffi cult challenge of playing on the road for 16 consecutive games, beginning with their fi rst game in Darlington on Tuesday, May 4 and ending one month later, on Friday, June 4 in Fennimore.Over the course of the regular season, the team over-came many obstacles and tried to hold it together through each peak and valley on the roller coaster of a season. The Wildcats also were faced with limited varsity high school baseball experience. Only one senior, Peyton Edmonds, went out for the team this year. Along with having only one senior, the team also had a fi rst-year coach in Isaac Stanton. Stanton had coached youth baseball before and was hired in 2020, but due to the baseball season being cancelled, wasn’t able to have a full season under his belt until this year. Injuries also impacted the Wildcats as a couple po-tential starters, Mason Kaiser and Jordan Pergande, were sidelined for the entire baseball season due to injuries sustained during the football season. The extended football season also put a damper on the early part of the baseball season as practice was limited for many of the athletes.The team began with a 1-3 record, winning their fi rst game over the Darlington Redbirds 10-4, before falling to Potosi/Cassville in a close 7-8 matchup two days later. The team was met with a pair of games against a challenging Riverdale Chieftains team that dropped the team to 1-3 in the fi rst week. The team rebounded the following week with wins over Argyle and Boscobel to even the season at 3-3 on Tuesday, May 11. This would be the last day until Tuesday, June 22, the date of the sectional championship game, that the team would have a .500 record. 

The team would go on a four-game losing streak in the middle of May with a challenging schedule that featured rival Cuba City and a Mineral Point team that were regular state qualifi ers in recent years. The team dropped to 3-7 on Thursday, May 20. During the following week, the team would go on its largest winning streak of the regular season, three games. The team defeated Darlington and won a pair of games over Iowa-Grant to take the team to a 6-7 record. A three game losing streak, which included an extra inning loss to Boscobel, dropped the team to a three-seed in the upcoming WIAA tournament. However, the three-seed pairing let the Wildcats host their fi rst home game since 2019. The fi rst regional game took place on Thursday, June 10 as fans lined the new fences at Southwestern High School to cheer on their Wildcats in Hazel Green for the fi rst time during the season. The game was close, with the teams never being more than two runs from each other. Southwestern led from the start thanks to an RBI single by Tyler Brotzman in the bottom of the second inning that scored Edmonds. Jordan Stanton would score on a fi elder’s choice after Trey Weiland grounded to the shortstop. The third run of the 3-2 affair would be from Peerson Kephart, who hit a sacrifi ce fl y to centerfi eld to score Gavin Jochum. Jordan Stanton earned the win as Kephart pitched in relief. The second home game on Tuesday, June 15 was unlikely as Iowa-Grant upset Wauzeka-Steuben to al-low Southwestern to host at the new facility once again. Edmonds led the team during that game going 2-for-3 with two RBIs. Kephart earned the win with Edmonds pitching the last out at the home fi eld for the 2021 season. The team would upset the top-seeded Belmont Braves on Wednesday, June 16 with a 5-2 win. Colson Splinter and Edmonds both went 2-for-4 in the game and Jace Mess hit in 2 RBIs during the game. Stanton earned the win and struck out 12 of the 24 Braves that he faced.The team then traveled to Blanchardville for the sec-tional matchup. The fi rst game saw the team matchup 

against Barneveld, which beat Benton/Shullsburg 20-5 in the prior round. The team was a defensive slugfest as neither team would score until the last inning. Barneveld came within a few feet of scoring in the second inning, however a throw by Splinter to Jochum at the plate kept Barneveld off the board.  The Wildcats’ only run was scored by Edmonds who brought home Stanton who got to fi rst base off of a dropped third strike. As the players erupted with emotion, a second game awaited 30 minutes later as they would face off against Bangor. The Wildcats found themselves down for the fi rst time since June 4 in the third inning, a steal home by Splinter would tie the game in the bottom of the fourth inning. In the next inning, Colson Splinter remained the hero of the game as a fl y ball by Splinter to right fi eld would score Cooper Allen, Brotzman and Kephart to extend the lead to three. The Wildcats would win 4-2  as Kephart would earn the win in relief. The win sealed the program’s fi rst state berth since 2010 as the atmosphere swelled around the program. Signs were hung up around the community and a pep rally was planned to send the team off to Appleton the day before the game. 
On Monday, June 28, the Wildcats took to the fi eld at Fox Cities Stadium as they squared off against the Boycev-ille Bulldogs, a team that featured college commits and three players that batted over .400 for the season. The rumors around town was that the Boyceville pitcher was unhittable, but the Wildcats proved otherwise beginning with a Kephart double to centerfi eld. The Wildcats got fi ve hits on the day, but were unable to stop the momentum of the Bulldogs as the team fell 11-1. 
Even with the end not occuring the way they hoped it would, the Wildcats’ season brought much joy and pride to the Southwestern School District and also added some fuel to the players as many begin to prepare for next season with the goal of returning to Fox Cities Stadium once again. 

2021: The epic season

May 4: 
First victory 
of the season, 
10-4 over 
Darlington

May 11:
Record now 3-3 
with 12-inning 
win over 
Boscobel

May 20: 
Four-game 
losing streak 
brings record 
to 3-7

May 25: 
Three-game 
winning 
streak brings 
record to 7-7

June 16: 
Defeats top-
seeded Belmont 
in Regional 
victory

June 22: 
Drops both 
Barneveld 
and Bangor in 
Sectionals! 
On to State!

June 28:
Falls to 
Boyceville 
in second 
state berth in 
school history

May 1

June 1

May 4: 

May 11:

June 10: 
First home 
game and 
fi rst game of 
Regionals

EPIC STATE RUN!

Southwestern High School’s

Special Section this issue

Steffan family to appear on Magnolia Network this week

Green Street Tavern
Family Meal DealSunday-Thursday 4 pm - 8 pmPick Up in Green Street Tavern

Pick Up in Green Street Tavern$34 serves a Family of 4SUNDAY: Chicken ParmesanFlour Dusted Sauteed Chicken Tenders over Fettuccine with Housemade Marinara Sauceserved with House Salad, choice of Dressingand Garlic Toast.
MONDAY-BBQ Pulled Pork SandwichesHousemade BBQ Pulled Pork on Pretzel Buns served with Baked Potatoes with Butter and Sour Cream, Cole Slaw, House Salad and choice of Dressing.TUESDAY-Homemade MeatloafHousemade Meatloaf served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, Seasonal Vegetables, House Salad,choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.WEDNESDAY-Beer Battered Chicken TendersHandmade Beer Battered Chicken Tenders with Housemade Macaroni and Cheese served withHouse Salad, choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.THURSDAY-Italian Beef SandwichesThinly Sliced Prime Rib on Sub Rolls with Housemade Giardiniera, Mozzarella Cheese, andAu Jus on the Side. Served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, House Salad and choice of Dressing.

Green Street TavernCorner of Main & Green Street815-777-0090
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On Tuesday, June 1, Galena Country Tourism staff set up LGBTQ+ flags and decorations on the pedestrian bridge to Grant Park to mark June as Pride Month. On Saturday, June 12, there will be a pride picnic in Grant Park. From left Justin Helle, Emily Tepper and Rose Noble create rainbow steps leading to the bridge. Maya 

73 years in the family business

June 12 at Wienen Park in Galena. 
both the Galena VFW Post 2665 and behind Galena City Hall, 101 Green St. 

GALENA–Ga lena ’ s 

Pride in 
Galena

Brian and Gordy Montgomery are selling Montgomery 

Place your ad any time atgalenagazette.com

Federally Insured by NCUA

ThankUse

Bob Conley is the new chief of the Galena Fire Department, taking on the role previously held by Randy 
Beadle. Conley served as Beadle’s assistant chief for eight years and is ready for the new challenge. 

GALENA–Bob Conley knows he has some big shoes to fill as the new chief of the Galena Fire Department, but he is ready for the challenge after working alongside former chief Randy Beadle for 

“I’m very much looking forward to it,” said Conley, who feels fortunate to be surrounded by a great group of department members who make his job easier with their commitment and dedication. Twenty-three years ago, it was Beadle who saw something in Conley from the very beginning. 

Conley: Galena’s new fire chief

-nities throughout the region. Many have 
Elizabeth and Warren are the last 

Elizabeth Community Fair turns 100

Place your ad any time at galenagazette.com

Pages 8-11B

• Three assumed name notices.• One tax deed notice.• Three claims notices.• One notice of letting.• One notice of advertisement for bids.• Five tentative budget and appropriation notices.
• One notice of foreclosure.• One public meeting notice.• One annual treasurer’s report notice.

Public notices 6-7B

Green Street Tavern
Family Meal DealSunday-Thursday 4 pm - 8 pmPick Up in Green Street Tavern$34 serves a Family of 4SUNDAY: Chicken ParmesanFlour Dusted Sauteed Chicken Tenders over Fettuccine with Housemade Marinara Sauceserved with House Salad, choice of Dressingand Garlic Toast.

MONDAY-BBQ Pulled Pork SandwichesHousemade BBQ Pulled Pork on Pretzel Buns served with Baked Potatoes with Butter and Sour Cream, Cole Slaw, House Salad and choice of Dressing.TUESDAY-Homemade MeatloafHousemade Meatloaf served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, Seasonal Vegetables, House Salad,choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.WEDNESDAY-Beer Battered Chicken TendersHandmade Beer Battered Chicken Tenders with Housemade Macaroni and Cheese served withHouse Salad, choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.THURSDAY-Italian Beef SandwichesThinly Sliced Prime Rib on Sub Rolls with Housemade Giardiniera, Mozzarella Cheese, andAu Jus on the Side. Served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, House Salad and choice of Dressing.

Green Street TavernCorner of Main & Green Street815-777-0090
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Federally Insured by NCUA

Together, 
Members 

Share
dupaco.com/ThankUse

D
upaco-2615_6

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 • 188 years • No. 19 • $1.50 • galenagazette.com

$0
down

START SAVINGIMMEDIATELY WITH APR AS LOW AS 0.99%

Proudly Local
Galena, IL

Get a free consultation - 815.580.3142  /  helloarrowco.com
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Patriotic 
honor

Second Lt. Brett Shutts, center, with his parents, Ron Shutts and Carole Shutts, at the Iowa State Capitol in 
Des Moines, where he was presented with the Governor’s Cup for his outstanding achievements in the Army 
Reserve Officer Training Corps. Contributed photos

Shutts awarded foroutstanding achievementby Hillary Dickersonhdickerson@galgazette.comGALENA–Second Lt. Brett Shutts has had a busy couple of weeks. On April 28, he was awarded the Governor’s Cup for his outstanding Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) achievements by Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds during a ceremony at the Iowa State Capitol in Des Moines. 

Then, a few days later, on May 2, he graduated from Coe College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, with a degree in business administration. Later that week, on Friday, May 8, Shutts was commissioned at the National Guard Armory in Iowa City. To say that Shutts, the son of Ron Shutts and Carole Shutts, Galena, is driven is probably an 
Continued to page 6A

ELIZABETH–Northwest Illinois residents and businesses are invited to participate in the upcoming recycling collection set for Saturday, May 22, from 9 a.m. to noon at the Elizabeth Community Building rear parking area just off U.S. Route 20, at 330 N. West St., Elizabeth. Several categories collected at the event include fees to cover a portion of the recycling expense while other categories are free. No paint, no tires and no household hazardous waste items will be accepted.Electronics with a screen of any kind will be collected for a $25 fee per item. This would include computer monitors/screens, laptops and all types of televisions. Large household appliances will be accepted for $10 each and in-clude refrigerators, washers, dryers, stoves, air conditioners, dehumidifiers, microwaves, etc. Paper shredding is also being offered with a $5 fee per participating household or business. Unfortunately, no magazines, no newspapers, no inserts and no paper clips or binder clips can be shredded.
 Unwanted prescription medications will also be collected for free. No sharps will be accepted.Compact and large fluorescent bulbs will also be accepted with CFL bulbs costing 25 cents each and larger fluorescent bulbs cost-ing $1 each.

 Free recycling categories include most small electronic items such as computer towers, VCRs, DVD players, printers, keyboards, mice, cables, phones, radios, copiers, cell phones and more. Small household appliances are also ac-cepted at no charge including vacuums, coffee makers, toasters, small saws, drills, holiday lights, hair dryers and more. Batteries are also accepted for free and 

by Brandon Behlke
bbehlke@galgazette.comGALENA–The Jo Daviess County Board of Health received a positive report from director of clinical services Lori Stangl at its Wednesday, May 5 meeting. 

Stangl reported there had only been eight reported cases since April 30, a trend she hopes will continue. 

“Cases this 
week are less 
than they have 
b e e n .  T h e y 
had been go-
ing  up ,  bu t 
now they seem 
to be trending 
down,”  sa id 
S t a n g l .  “ We 
hope that  i t 
stays in that 
direction.”

Stangl said 
she is finding 
tha t  contac t 
t r a c i n g  h a s 
become more challenging lately as people aren’t being as cooperative or aren’t responding to the calls from the health department. “People aren’t responding to our contact tracing program,” said Stangl. “We are going to keep trying as some people are still doing good and following it.”

Stangl said people have been unresponsive on health indicators that are sent via text or phone to check on their health and to ensure they aren’t spreading the virus. Cases that involve school children are different. People are proactive in taking the necessary precautions as schools won’t let students in until they have completed the necessary protocols. 
Stangl reported there were 114 individuals in quarantine as of the meeting date; however, that was primarily due to the cases involving 

Recycling 
event set 
for May 22

Cases down, 
vaccinations 
up in JDC

As of last 
week’s board of 
health meeting:

92.6% 
of JDC residents 
65 and older are 
vaccinated, and

61.3% 
of JDC residents 
18 or older are 

vaccinated.

Continued to page 6A

Continued to page 6A

‘Help Wanted’ wrap 
special this weekSpecial to The Galena Gazette this issue and in the May 19 issue is a Help Wanted wrap, de-signed to reach new employees for businesses. Classifieds and public notices are featured in the second section this week.
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wine bar    cocktails    epicurean specialties    french pastries  

wed 9a-9p
thr 9a-9p
fri 9a-10p
sat 9a-10p
sun 9a-9p
mon 9a-9p
tue closed

located in 
historic, 
downtown 
galena, il

217 S. Main St.

815.402.2100

breadandvinebakery.com
Bread & Vine-6246_1
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Trolley Depot Coffee & Tea-6234_1

Galena’s Favorite Cafe Home of the

“Bigger than your 
Plate” Pancake

“Bigger than your Bigger than your Bigger than your 
Breakfast Served All Day

Your Hometown Cafe with Delicious Homemade Food!
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 Beer, Wine, Cocktails

& Our Famous

Bacon Infused 

Bloody Mary

Delicious Sandwiches, Burgers & Salads
Lunch Specials & Bruce’s Famous Homemade Soups
Delicious Sandwiches, Burgers & Salads

Plate” Pancake

Delicious Sandwiches, Burgers & SaladsDelicious Sandwiches, Burgers & Salads

Plate” PancakeBreakfast Served All Day Plate” Pancake

Delicious Sandwiches, Burgers & SaladsDelicious Sandwiches, Burgers & Salads
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Cafe Open 7am to 2pm Daily
200 N. Main St. Galena, IL. 815.777.4407

victorycafes.com • suitevictorygalena.com

Downtown reserved parking included!

Your Hometown Cafe with Delicious Homemade Food!

Beer, Wine, CocktailsBeer, Wine, Cocktails

Bacon Infused 

Your Hometown Cafe with Delicious Homemade Food!Servicing the Tri-State Area
Readings • Reiki • Energy 

Balancing • Astrology
Aura Alignment & Guidance 

Free Question by Phone

(563) 564-9925
19 Locust Street, Dubuque, Iowa

(at the end of Bluff across from the 
IA/IL bridge)

Habla Español

Psychic 
chakra
center

Psychic Chakra Center-6782_1

He could’ve used
a Galenian.
Learn about the 
community with 

Galena’s O�  cial Magazine.
Call 815-777-0019.

U.S. Grant 
fi rst came 
to Galena 
in 1860.

He could’ve used
a Galenian.
Learn about the 
community with 

Galena’s O�  cial Magazine.
Call 815-777-0019.

U.S. Grant 
fi rst came 
to Galena 
in 1860.
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975 Galena Square, Galena IL
OPEN Daily: Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm 

Fri. & Sat. 11am - 11pm, Sun. 11am - 9pm

$400 off
Your entire purchase 

of $25 or more
Limit one (1) coupon per visit. Dine in Only. 
Excludes Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays. 

Not valid with any other offer. Tax and 
Gratuity not included. Not valid on drink 

specials. Expires 04/15/2022

Mexican Restaurant

Complimentary 
Chips & Salsa
with Lunch or 
Dinner Order

100 Original
Family Recipes 
� Over

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN ENTREES
DAIly lUNCH & DINNER SpECIAlS
CARRy-oUT AlwAyS AvAIlAblE

Come Visit Mexico in Galena!

LOTS
 OF PARKING

Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila 
in the Area! Voted Best Mexican Restaurant

in the  Tri-States for more than 12 years!

www.losaztecasdbqgalenawis.com

Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila 

Draft Beer

 

Bud Light

Modelo 
Special Draft

Miller Lite

Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila 

Special DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial Draft

    1: 975 Galena Square, Galena, IL
(815) 777-9066

      2: 2700 Dodge Street, Dubuque, IA 
        (563) 584-0212

        3: 2345 NW Arterial, Dubuque, IA 
                                  (563) 583-5026

                  4: 634 S. Marquette
                     Rd., Prairie du Chien, WI 

                                    (608) 326-1988

Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila 

Bud LightBud LightBud Light

Modelo Modelo 
Special DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial Draft

Miller LiteMiller LiteMiller LiteMiller LiteMiller LiteMiller Lite

Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila 

   Wed. Lime   
  Margarita

  12 oz.  $199

  Lunch     

  Margarita

     $1 99 Daily

   lime  only  Dubuqu e on l y 
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Check out our Facebook page @cajunjacks
Open daily for lunch and dinner

1336 Hwy. 20 W. Elizabeth, IL. 815-858-3535

Serving All 

your Favorite 

Beverages

Check out our Facebook page @cajunjacksCheck out our Facebook page @cajunjacksCheck out our Facebook page @cajunjacksCheck out our Facebook page @cajunjacksCheck out our Facebook page @cajunjacksCheck out our Facebook page @cajunjacksCheck out our Facebook page @cajunjacksCheck out our Facebook page @cajunjacks

Follow us on Facebook For updated InFormatIon

There’s 
something 

for everyone 
on our 
menu!
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The views are stunning no matter the 
time of day or season of the year.



Champagne on Main-5368_1



Fried Green Tomatoes
213 N. Main St., Galena
friedgreen.com
815-777-3938
Pork Osso Buco 
Slow roasted pork shank served over garlic mash potatoes with a cider glaze. 

Chestnut Mountain Resort
The Summit
8700 Chestnut Mountain Rd., Galena
chesnutmtn.com | 800-397-1320
Reuben sandwich
Corned beef, sauerkraut, melted Swiss and Thousand 
Island dressing on marble rye.

Brazen Open Kitchen
955 Washington St #101, Dubuque
brazenopenkitchen.com
563-587-8899
20 oz. Iowa Premium Beef Ribeye
20 ounce ribeye, served with potato mash, local carrots 
and red wine gastrique. 

Brazen Open Kitchen

Trolley Depot Coffee & Tea Co. 
315 S. Commerce St., Galena
trolleydepotcoffee.com | 815-281-1077
Sweet & Salty Latte
Hand packed and pulled espresso shots, paired with 
frothy steamed milk, real honey and topped with 
applewood smoked sea salt. 

Galena River 
Wine & Cheese
420 S. Main 
St., Galena
815-777-9430
galenariverwineand-
cheese.com
Grilled cheese
Galena River Wine & 
Cheese makes grilled 
cheese sandwiches out 
of any cheese in the 
case. If you can’t decide 
on just one, choose two!

Flavor
Filled
Flavor
Filled



Cajun Jack’s
1336 U.S. 20, Elizabeth
facebook.com/cajunjacks
815-858-3535
Trifecta basket
Three pieces each of fish, shrimp and oyster. 
Customers can also add gator and crawtail to 
their basket. Served with fries, hush puppies, 
and coleslaw. Make sure to ask for the house-
made remoulade sauce!

Cajun Jack’s

Champagne on 
Main
116 S. Main St., 
Galena
champagneonmain-
galena.com 
815-777-6007
Love Potion #116
Named after their loca-
tion on Main Street. 
Sparkl ing brut and 
raspberry. 

Bread & Vine Bakery
217 S Main St, Galena
breadandvinebakery.com
815-402-2100 
Bruschetta, prosciutto gorgonzola and fig jam. 

Galena Roasters Coffee Shop
118 N. Main St., Galena
galenaroasters.com | 815-776-0504
Caramel macchiato
Our iced version for summer is made with 
vanilla syrup, milk of choice, ice, organic 
espresso and caramel sauce drizzle. Our hot 
version for fall and the holiday season is made 
with vanilla syrup, steamed milk of choice, 
organic espresso, caramel sauce drizzle over 
whipped cream. Pumpkin spice whipped 
cream is available in the fall and peppermint 
for the holidays.

Klein’s Bakery
121 S. Main St., Galena
815-776-0473
Brownies
Chocolate perfection in bar form. 

Blaum Bros. 
Distillery
9380 US Hwy. 
20 W, Galena
blaumbros.com | 
815-777-1000
Vigo the Carpathian
Try this cocktail in a 
coupe glass with gin, 
s imp le  sy rup ,  egg 
whi tes ,  g renad ine , 
lemon juice, lavender 
bitters, grated lemon 
and a drop cherry.

Victory
victorycafes.com 
815-777-4407
Bacon-Infused 
Bloody Mary
The seasoned rim, slice of 
bacon and veggie spear make 
this Bloody Mary everything 
but ordinary.

Goldmoor Inn
9001 W Sand Hill Rd, Galena
goldmoor.com  | 815-777-3925
Halibut
Halibut on a bed of Maitake mushroom, Eng-
lish peas, Cauliflower emulsion, white wine 
dill Beurre Blanc and candied salad.
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EXPERIENCE Ahh-MAZING

Goldmoor InnGoldmoor Inn
From exquisite 

accommodations 
to chefmade classic 

cuisine, and views of the 
Mississippi River Valley, 

the Goldmoor Inn 
is extraordinary.

Seeking culinary 
indulgence? Dine in the 

restaurant or at the Chef’s 
Table to enjoy classic 
recipes created with 

the freshest ingredients 
possible–many from 

our own garden. 

Reservations: 815-777-3925 
www.Goldmoor.com  @GoldmoorInn

Goldmoor Inn
9001 West Sand Hill Road, Galena, Illinois

Cater  at  your  home or  choose a pr ivate din ing venue on s i te for  10 to 150 guests .
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1-815-777-3929
LeFevreInn.com

Grant Hills-6314_1
LeFevre-6315_1
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Luxurious and historical vacation suites on Main Street in Galena 
For information and booking visit www.ulyssessuites.com

214 S. Bench Street, Galena IL 
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N e w l y  R e N o v a t e d
•Complimentary Hot 

Breakfast  – Made to 
Order Waffles with 
Toppings

•Complimentary Coffee, 
Tea, Hot Chocolate & 
Cookies

•	Free Wi-Fi
•	Fitness Center
•	Pool Area with 72-foot Waterslide, Baby Pool & Full Game Room
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Children’s Books & Camps 
for Budding Authors

“Belden Boy Series”
www.whistleslickpress.com
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GALENIANONLINE.COM

GALENA’S 
OFFICIAL 

MAGAZINEStep back in 
Step back in Galenaʼs Old Blacksmith Shop page 62-63

Galenaʼs offi cial magazine | Fall/winter 2021-22

� e� e

GalenianGalenian

« « Get out and explore the areaʼs natural beauty | page 24
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G A L E N A’ S  T O P  D E S T I N A T I O N 
F O R  B A N Q U E T S  A N D  W E D D I N G SF O R  B A N Q U E T S  A N D  W E D D I N G S
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Enjoy the 
sights and 
sounds on 

Main Street 
in Galena all 
through the 

year.
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Fire in 
the Sky

Watch 
the sky over 
the Galena 
River light 
up on Dec. 
4 from 
downtown 
Galena, the 
levee or De-
pot Park.

20 Dirty Hands
An art fest that takes place in 

parts of Galena and the county. This 
event is Oct. 15, 16 & 17.

Halloween 
Parade

The Halloween 
Parade takes 
place Oct. 30 in 
downtown Galena. 
See all of the fun 
floats!

Oktoberfest
Oktoberfest will be Oct. 2, start-

ing at noon until 10, in Depot Park. 

Nouveau
Walk and sip on Main Street during 

this annual wine event Nov. 19-21.

Picture-perfect

events
Picture-perfect

events

Country Fair
This year, Galena’s Country Fair will be Oct. 9 and 10 at Grant Park. Various venders and fall snacks, from caramel apples to funnel cakes, will be available. 
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Main Street
815-281-9199
riverbendgalleries.com

And Gifts

riverbendgalleries.comriverbendgalleries.comriverbendgalleries.comriverbendgalleries.com

RIVER BEND 
GALLERY

Now featuring a complete 
line of Gift Items

GEOFFREY MIKOL is a professional artist that 
owns RIVER BEND GALLERY with his family, 

in historic Galena. As a person born with 
Down syndrome, Geoffrey has found a special 
connection with photography as a means of 

expressing his creative side. He has a talent for 
capturing moments in nature that still the soul & 

quiet your senses.  Now in his mid twenties, 
Geoffrey has practiced his photography 

for about a decade, with spectacular results!
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St. Patrick’s Day
Galena’s St. Patrick’s Day celebra-

tion will be March 12. Watch the 
parade in downtown Galena. 

Luminaria
The Night of Luminaria will be 

Dec. 11. Walk the streets of Galena 
and take in the holiday cheer. 

Santa comes to town
See Santa mark the start of the 

holiday season, downtown Galena, 
Nov. 27.

Living Windows
Watch downtown Galena’s shops liter-

ally come to life on Dec. 11.
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On the trailOn the trail
I f you like being surrounded by nature, the Galena River 

Trail is for you. Climb aboard a bike or tie on some 
running or walking shoes–or even cross-country skis in 

the winter months–and take in all the nine-plus-mile trail 
has to offer you. Additionally, there are opportunities, either 
on or near the trail, for bird watching, geocaching, fishing, 
kayaking or canoeing. 

•The 3.4-mile Galena Junction Trail segment is the original 
trail. Starting from Depot Park just below the U.S. 20 bridge, 
the forested trail winds south to Galena Junction and the 
backwaters of the Mississippi River. At the junction, trains 
pass close by the trail.

Interpretive signs along the way detail the history and 
wildlife of the area. The Galena Junction Trail also offers some 
of the best bird watching in the region. There are 60 species of 
birds already identified.

•Recently, 2.1 miles from Galena Junction to South River 
Road in Aiken, near Chestnut Mountain Resort and Blanding 
Campground, opened. Along the new trail, new access points 
to Casper Bluff Land & Water Reserve are offered. The new 
leg of the Galena River Trail offers access to Native American 
burial grounds and effigies at Casper Bluff. Now, the distance 
from the U.S. 20 bridge to Aiken is 5.5 miles one way.

•If you turn right on River Road, you’ll end up at Chestnut 
Mountain Resort or beyond. 

•The downtown trail covers a half mile from the Meeker 
Street bridge to the trailhead at Depot Park, while the Buehler 
Trail covers 1.4 miles from the trailhead to the Buehler Preserve.

•Along the Muchow Park Trail and Depot Park, donated 
fitness equipment lines the sides of the river trail. The fitness 
equipment is designed to target a variety of muscle groups, 
allowing users to incorporate interval training into their 
workouts.

•Another trail to enjoy is the Recreation Park Trail that 
covers 1 mile from the trailhead to Recreation Park.

Free parking is available at several trail entry areas, includ-
ing under the U.S. 20 bridge, Meeker Street at Field Street, 
Recreation Park and South River Road.
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Aiken Trail
2.1 miles

Mississippi River

Spratt’s Lake

Galena Junction Trail
3.4 miles

U.S. 20—to Elizabeth/Hanover
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to East Dubuque

Picnic area

Site of old 
Galena 
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Meeker 
Street 
Bridge

Base of Chestnut 
Mountain via South 

River Road
2.6 miles

Galena Junction 
Site of the Old 

Railway Station
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Trailhead to Galena Junction—3.4 miles
Trailhead to Aiken—5.5 miles
Trailhead to Meeker Street bridge—0.5 miles
Trailhead to Buehler Preserve—1.4 miles
Trailhead to Recreation Park—1.0 mile
McDonald’s to Oldenburg Lane—1.0 mile

Galena River Trail

Legend
        Trailhead
        Alternate Starting Point
        Point of Interest
        Parking
        Trail Signs
        Public Restrooms
        Drinking Water

S

Buehler 
Preserve

Galena 
River 
Trail

Aiken

Old Market House
State Historic Site
123 N. Commerce

Galena River

Hart John Road

Harris Slough

Casper Bluff
 Land and 

Water Reserve
(Native American 
Burial Mounds)

        Drinking Water
        Public Restrooms
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Tammy’s

PRIME 
CUTS

YOUR BEST

FOR

YOUR BEST

CHOICE
Hand cut meats & seafoods

Liquor, Wine & craft beer
fresH bakery custom cakes

Biggest selection 
of craft beers and wine
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Party trays for 
every occasion
Party trays for Party trays for Party trays for 
every occasionevery occasionevery occasionevery occasion
Party trays for Party trays for Party trays for 
every occasionevery occasion

Best 
gaming 

in Galena

Unique cakes
for every event

997 Galena Square Dr.   815-777-1111
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Rocky WateRs WineRy
Fine Wine • GiFt Shop • taStinGS • eventS • Cabin Rental

open Daily
home oF 54 inteRnational aWaRd-WinninG WineS

2003 W. HANOVER ROAD, HANOVER, IL • 815-591-9706
WWW.RoCKYWateRS.net

63 aWaRd WinninG WineS

Rocky Waters-6039_1

606 S. Prospect St., Galena, IL 61036 
815.777.3883 

averybedandbreakfast.com
Short walk to Galena’s historic downtown

Avery Guest House-6153_1 O
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Book your experience:
galenagoatyoga.com

7306 U.S. Highway 20, Galena, IL 61036
563-663-6945

A bucket list experience!

This 
season, 
warm 
your 
heart 
and feed 
your 
soul. 
Enjoy 45 mins. of yoga followed by 
45 mins. of goat playtime. Let these 
funny animals fill your heart with 
happiness & laughter!
• Our floors are warm!
• No yoga experience necessary!
• Book your experience now!

ALL ABOUT A
GHOST TOUR
A fascinating walking tour 
with stories about Galena’s 
Ghostly past and present

Friday and Saturday 
Evenings at 8 p.m.
Tours year-round

call for more information
(815) 777-9252

A mix of History & Mystery

allaboutaghosttourgalena
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2000 Territory Drive, Galena, IL 61036
 thegalenaterritory.com    815-777-2000

Holiday
Market

The Territory

Dec. 4, 2021
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Join us inside at 
The Galena Territory
Association Owners’ Club
to welcome the holiday
season with winter decorations,
gift items, arts & crafts , baked
goods, and much more.

Don’t miss Galena Territory Farmers Markets Sundays 
Memorial Day weekend through Columbus Day from

8 a.m. until noon in the Owners’ Club parking lot.

Galena Territory-6414_1 Galena Trolley Tours-6490_1

SERVING GALENA SINCE 1988

GRANT’S HOME

THE BELVEDERE

DOWLING HOUSE

• Two and a Half Hour Tour of Homes
• 3 Major AttractionS 
• INCLUDES ADMISSION TO HOMES
• Haunted Trolley Tour
• Wine Tour
• AVAILABLE FOR CHARTERS

Galena Trolley Tours-6490_1

314 S. Main St, Galena  815-777-1248
  galenatrolleys.com

 Depot TheatRE

One Hour Non-Stop TourS 
On the hour all day
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by Maya Dickerson

A short drive from Galena, beyond the quaint village of Ha-
nover and tucked in the rolling hills of Jo Daviess County, 
is Rocky Waters Vineyard and Winery. 

Owned and founded by the Spahn family, Rocky Waters 
Vineyard and Winery is an attraction in the greater Galena area. 

Jared and Phyllis Spahn both grew up in the tri-state area, 
but moved to the Peoria area to pursue their 

careers. When the Spahns retired, they 
moved to Hanover to realize their retire-
ment dreams of opening a vineyard. They 
bought a 25-acre property in 1994 and 
got to work.

Jared, who was an owner of a computer 
consulting business, had degrees in chemistry 

and biology, which helped 
with the production of the 
wines. They were also men-
tored by winemakers from the 
Wollersheim Winery in Prai-
rie Du Sac, Wis., which has 
a verdot style wine-making 
process. 

Kyle Spahn, Jared and 
Phyllis’s youngest son, moved 
back to the Hanover area after 
graduating college and work-
ing as a dealer at a casino. 

Now the president and chief operating officer of the winery and 
vineyard, Kyle tends to the land, makes, bottles and markets the 
wine. 

“We planted the grapes in ‘96, and by ‘99 we had our first 
crop,” said Kyle. 

Rocky Waters Vineyard and Winery got its name from a 
stream that runs through the property. 

“We had a competition with the grandkids,” said Kyle. “And 
my oldest nephew came up with Rocky Waters because of the 
stream going through the property.”

Kyle lives on the property with his family. He really enjoys 
living in the Midwest and in the Driftless region. 

“I like the hills and the views, and the people,” said Kyle.
The vineyard holds wine tasting and tours, and can host a 

variety of events. 
“We do receptions, retirement parties and class reunions,” 

said Kyle.
Rocky Waters Vineyard and Winery is different from many 

other wineries. 
“We’re an estate winery,” said Kyle. “We grow 100 percent of 

what we make. Everything is grown, processed and made on the 
site.”

Because he enjoys all the wines made at Rocky Waters, Kyle 
said he doesn’t have a favorite. 

“They’re all my babies, so it’s hard to pick which kid is the 
best,” Kyle laughed. “I have taken 65 medals in 10 years and 
57 international. Every bottle of wine we’ve made has medaled 
internationally.”

A dream come true at

Rocky Waters
A dream come true at

Rocky Waters

FYI
Visit Rocky Waters 
Vineyard & Winery 
located at 2003 W 

Hanover Road, 
Hanover.
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American
Old Fashioned

Ice creAm PArlOr

102 North main Street, 
Galena, Il

815-402-2002

Old FashionedOld FashionedOld Fashioned

One Less Traveled-6406_1

The Dowling House

Circa 1826, home and trading 
post of John Dowling.

220 Diagonal Street, Galena.
815.777.1250.
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Massbach Ridge Winery
8837 S. Massbach Road

Elizabeth, IL 61028
www.MassbachRidge.com

815-291-6700
Open Year ‘Round 11am to 5pm Daily

Local 
WinEries
Local 
WinEries

Massbach Ridge Winery
8837 S Massbach Road, Elizabeth
Tucked away in the Massbach hills, seven miles southeast of Elizabeth, 

Massbach Ridge Winery has been growing grapes and making wine for 
over a decade. Massbach Ridge offers over 15 wines, which can be tasted 
and purchased in the tasting room and gift shop at the Vineyard, or at 
their tasting room location in downtown Galena. Visit massbachridge.
com.

Rocky Waters
2003 W Hanover Road, Hanover
Located in the northeast side of Hanover, Rocky Waters Vineyard is a 

boutique winery offering 14 wines, which can be tasted and purchased in 
the tasting room and gift shop at the Vineyard. Visit rockywaters.net.

Fergedaboudit
4595 W Speer Road, Hanover
Founded by Rosario Bruno, this winery located in the countryside 

of Hanover showcases breathtaking views, delicious wines and a fun 
atmosphere. Guests can sample 14 wines. Visit fergedaboudit.com.

Galena Cellars Vineyard & Winery
4746 N Ford Road, Galena
Take in the scenic countryside while enjoying a 30-year tradition 

of family winemaking at Galena Cellars Vineyard & Winery. Visit 
galenacellars.com.
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Simply

elegant
Simply

elegant

by Maya Dickerson

Since opening in October 1994, Simply Elegant Boutique 
on Main Street in Galena has adapted to changing fashion 
and styles. Owner, Robin Vaughn, has adapted over the 

years as well. 
Vaughn, who moved to Galena in 1991 with her husband, 

John, explained the origins of the business. Her mom, Patricia 
Karl, owned a building on Galena’s North Main Street, and 
Vaughn was her executive secretary. When Karl’s tenants moved 
out, she suggested the mother-daughter duo open a store. They 
named their new clothing store Simply Elegant, and the busi-
ness took off. 

After a few years, when Vaughn’s mother sold that property, 
they had to decide whether to move the business or close. 

“I told John that I didn’t want to go smaller. I wanted to go 
bigger or I didn’t want to do it,” Robin recalled.

Vaughn ended up moving into the building at the corner of 
South Main Street and Washington Street, just across the street 
from Simply Elegant’s current location. When that building 
sold, it was once again time to move. This time, the transition 
took them across the street, to 130 S. Main St. She expanded 
the store by adding in a home section and has a homestore 
warehouse, located off U.S. 20 on the edge of town, for some of 
those items.

Over the years of owning and running Simply Elegant, 
Vaughn has learned many life lessons and values she uses every 
day. One of these lessons is that “bigger isn’t always better.”

“It is a little ironic that it is one of the first things I said, but 
growing from 1,000 square feet, to 1,600, to now, and having 
two locations, the space is nice but not necessary. In today’s 
environment it isn’t the key to ‘making it.’ I think you can do a 
lot in a small space if you stay focused,” Vaughn said. “Even in 
the store, smaller vignettes are really quaint.”

One extremely important personality trait that Vaughn 
believes helps her business prosper is that she is a builder.

“I build relationships and the business, which go hand in 
hand with each other. I think that’s really something you’re 

born with and I’m really thankful for that,” said Vaughn. “I 
feel very free just doing what I love and building the business 
organically.”

Vaughn values how fulfilling it is to run a business. She 
likes to handwrite her checks for her employees, sometimes 
even writing notes with the checks to offer encouragement and 
thanks. 

Even through the difficulties of the pandemic in 2020 and 

Robin Vaughn has been in business on 
Galena’s Main Street for 27 years
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‘I feel very free just doing what I love and 
building the business organically.’

Above, behind the registers of Simply Elegant hangs a photo of Vaughn and her mother, 
Patricia Karl. At left, Vaughn poses with items in her store. There is a variety of items from 
furniture to clothing, home decor, candles and more. Below, a display of items in the store.

2021, Vaughn kept a positive outlook and found many silver 
linings. 

“I think COVID actually brought out many positive things 
from a business perspective. We fine tuned positions in the store, 

and focused on what really is needed,” said 
Vaughn.

She also hired Eric Dregne, who is the 
founder of Next Level project manage-
ment, to help her look at the business in 
new ways. 

“I just decided I wanted to invest in 
building it, but getting an outside view 

looking in. He gave me a fresh set of eyes,” 
said Vaughn. 

Vaughn really enjoys that the business is on Main Street. 
“I like being in the hub of it all. We can always see what’s go-

ing on,” she said. “Last night the community band was playing in 
the park, and I went out on the bench and just started to listen to 
them for a while.”

She also enjoys the community of fellow Main Street business 
owners.

“I think businesses are good about helping each other. We see 
that if we have full store fronts, we will all do better. It isn’t about 
getting everybody, it is about everyone doing well,” concluded 
Vaughn.

Visit Simply Elegant at simplyelegantboutique.com or on 
Facebook. 

FYI
Simply Elegant is 

located at 130 S. Main 
St., Galena. Visit 

simplyelegantboutique.
com
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Acting in a variety of local 
productions, Jay Dickerson is a 

familiar face as part 
of Galena’s theater community. 

by Maya Dickerson
ay Dickerson grew up in Herscher, a small town near 
Kankakee, where he graduated from high school. It was 
during that time that his love for the stage began. He 
participated in many plays, including “Our Town,” and 

was in the show choir and band. 
Following high school, Dickerson attended Monmouth 

College, where he continued to pursue his acting career. An 
English and theater arts major, he was a founding member of 
an improv troupe, performing with that group, Anvilhead, 

for over four years. He also acted in more 
traditional shows, most notably as Friar 

in “Romeo and Juliet” and Autolycus 
the Thief in “Winter’s Tale,” during 
the school year and in summer 
troupe performances. 

After marrying and spending 
two years working at a newspaper 
in northern Michigan, Dickerson 

took a job at The Galena Gazette 
in 2003. He worked for eight years 

as editor before becoming advertising 
manager in 2011. He moved with his family to 

Galena in 2005. 
Dickerson continues to work at The Gazette and is currently 

pursuing a master’s degree in English education with plans to 
become a high school English teacher. He looks forward to 
sharing his love for the arts with younger generations. 

“Galena is unlike any other place,” said Dickerson of what 
drew him to this place. “It is unlike any other community in 
the Midwest.” 

Busy with family and work obligations, Dickerson took a 
break from acting until 2013, when he started working part-
time at a ghost tour company downtown. 

“That was a fun way for me to tie into my improv roots, 
because you never knew exactly how the audience would 
respond,” said Dickerson.

In 2014, Dickerson was approached by Ronn Toebaas, 
who directs the historical society’s annual Cemetery Walk. 
Dickerson took on the role of an undertaker, Herman Sheerer, 
who is buried at Greenwood Cemetery, where the walk 
typically takes place. 

“I had the opportunity to really make him odd and 
develop some odd mannerisms. I think the character was so 
well received because he was so strange, and yet an absolute 
gentleman when caring for his undertaker service,” said 
Dickerson. 

It turned out that Dickerson enjoyed being roped back into 
acting. He considers it a privilege that he was able to portray 
Sheerer. 

The following year, Dickerson was invited to be part of 
Toebaas’ original production, “Peace in Union,” which marked 
the 150th anniversary of the end of the Civil War. Dickerson 
played General Orville Babcock, aide de camp to Union 
General U.S. Grant. 

Two years later, Dickerson was invited back to the Cemetery 

FYI
Check out this year’s 

Cemetery Walk on Saturday 
and Sunday, Sept. 18 and 

19, from 1-4:30 p.m., at 
Greenwood Cemetery 

in Galena. Visit 
galenahistory.org

Getting intoGetting into

CharacterCharacter

J
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Walk cast, this time as trapeze artist Johnny McQuade, who 
is buried at St. Michael’s Catholic Cemetery. Dickerson said 
that at some points, he struggled with this character because it 
was such a stretch to act as someone so different–and to wear a 
unitard in public. Dickerson also played Walter Ehrler, a Galena 
banker, in the 2018 Cemetery Walk. 

“Being on stage is a thrilling way to recreate someone’s life, 
and work with others to create art,” said Dickerson. 

In his years off from being on the Cemetery Walk “stage,” 
Dickerson guides people through the experience as a “grave 
digger.” He enjoys greeting walk-goers and being able to watch 
his fellow community theater actors perform. 

This fall, Dickerson plans to make his fourth appearance 
in the Cemetery Walk, this time as Daniel Wann, a longtime 
customs inspector and early Galena businessman, in the 
Cemetery Walk. 

After acting in the Cemetery Walks, Dickerson became 
more involved with the Galena Center for the Arts radio plays. 
He played Nick Charles in “The Thin Man” and has also been 
involved in various table readings and plays at the Center for 
the Arts. Now that life is returning to a semblance of normal 
after the pandemic, Dickerson looks forward to returning to the 
center stage. 

Dickerson also served as the board president for the Galena 
Center for the Arts during the time of the purchase of a new 
permanent home, the former Illinois Bank & Trust building on 
Gear Street. Being part of that transition was memorable, and 
he can’t wait to watch the center grow and thrive. 

“Here in Galena we have so many different opportunities to 
do theater,” said Dickerson. “There is the Cemetery Walk, the 
Galena Center for the Arts, and sometimes it’s as easy as going 
to one of these events and talking to people to get involved.”

“Being on stage is a 
thrilling way to recreate 

someone’s life, and work 
with others to create art.”

“Being on stage is a 
thrilling way to recreate 

someone’s life, and work 
with others to create art.”
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by Maya Dickerson

Sometimes the pieces just all fall into place. 
While visiting Galena in 2017, Bob and Cherish 

Criswell started to consider a change in their lives. They 
started their search for just the right property in Galena. 

Living in Chicago at the time, 
the Criswells hoped to open a 
meadery, a winery that produces 
honey wines, but then their plans 
switched to a bed and breakfast. 

They’re now settling in as the 
proprietors of the Avery on Pros-
pect Hill Guest House, located at 
606 S. Prospect St., Galena. 

Coming to Galena
When Cherish, who is 

originally from Michigan, was in 
college she worked at a large bed 
and breakfast in North Carolina. 
After that, she became a project 

manager, facilities manager, worked in customer service, and 
was then in the hospitality industry for over 20 years. While 
living in Chicago, she and her husband Bob owned a multi-
family property. 

Originally from Indiana, Bob also worked in the hospital-
ity industry for many years, but was focused more on the food 
side. He was a waiter, bartender, as well as a service manager 
and worked in customer service for many years.  

While visiting Galena in 2017, Cherish fell in love with 
the town. The Criswells started to look for properties in Ga-
lena after their trip.

“When the pandemic hit and I started working remotely, 
we started seriously looking here. We thought this would be 
the time,” said Cherish.

The Criswells felt called to Galena and felt very lucky to 
have happened upon their opportunity at the Avery House. 

They sold their house in Chicago around the end of 
August, and moved into the Avery during the first week of 

September. 
“Our very first week of operation was that Labor Day 

weekend,” said Cherish. “We dove right into the deep end.” 
The work that they did in the hospitality field has made it 

very easy to adjust with running the Avery and life in Galena. 
With Bob cooking and both Cherish and Bob cleaning and 
working customer service for the Guest House, they have 
found success. 

Avery Guest

House
Avery Guest

House
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House History
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The Avery Guest House, named after Major George S. 
Avery, was built in 1848. The house wasn’t Major Avery’s 
boyhood home, but a short time after the Civil War, Avery 
and his family moved in and he farmed. 

In 1876, Major Avery was elected Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Jo Daviess County and held the Postmaster posi-
tion for the city. In 1881, Avery and his family moved into the 
house where they lived until his death in 1923. 

The Averys remained there after his death, until the 1950s. 
The Avery Guest House has been a bed and breakfast 

since 1985. Cherish and Bob are the bed and breakfast’s 
sixth owners. 

At left: The parlor of the Avery ready to welcome guests for a relaxing evening. At right: Artwork made by innkeeper Cherish Criswell is on display in the home.

“The house has been very well taken care of over the 
years. There wasn’t much we needed to do. It was pretty 
much turn key and adding our own touches.”

Bob and Cherish really enjoy running the bed and 
breakfast in Galena. They enjoy providing a relaxing, 
welcoming place for people to stay.

“What we really like here in Galena is that we offer a 
place of rest and relaxation for people,” said Cherish. 

“Hospitality is deep in the blood,” said Bob, who is of 
Polish descent. “I even feel there is a certain wholesome 
spirituality to it.” 

One aspect of Galena that the Criswells always enjoy is 
the town’s charm. 

“It’s like living in a snow globe. It could be late Febru-
ary and you’re hating the snow and you still look out the 
window and go ‘It’s so beautiful,’” said Bob. 

“I’ve always been attracted to beautiful old buildings 
and artwork, and this town has all of that,” agreed Cher-
ish. “Galena isn’t ‘Any Town USA’. We are very individual 
people, and we like the individualism here.”

Cherish Criswell made custom room signs, center 
photo. Each room was named after one of Major 
Avery’s daughters. 
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Take a step back in time at 
Galena’s Old Blacksmith Shop, 
where volunteer blacksmiths 
share history while they work. 

FYI
The Old Blacksmith 

Shop, 245 N. Commerce 
St., Galena, is open Friday 

through Monday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., May through October. 
For more information, visit 

galenahistory.org. 

The glow of the The glow of the 

ForgeForge

By Hillary Dickerson

Walking through the door of the Old Blacksmith 
Shop on North Commerce Street in Galena is 
like stepping back in time. A coal fire burns in 

the forge and blacksmiths are at work, transporting visitors 
to a bygone era as they demonstrate, first hand, the art that’s 

largely been lost to the ages.
Depending on the day and time, 

any one of a dozen or so volunteer 
blacksmiths might be narrating 
history, detailing the shop’s 
existence, while heating iron and 
using special tools to shape pieces 
that are stamped with the Old 

Blacksmith Shop maker’s mark 
and eventually sold by the Galena-Jo 

Daviess County Historical Society & 
Museum, which operates the site.

The volunteers, none of whom has any sort of 
background in blacksmithing, put in the time to learn. 
They’re drawn to the history and are committed to sharing 
it with others. 

“Sometimes there are too many irons in the fire,” 
admitted blacksmith Rich Tickner, drawing from a well-
known blacksmithing phrase to illustrate his point. 

Tickner runs the shop and has pretty much mastered 
talking to visitors while he works. It’s not an easy task. 

Twenty years ago, recognizing the shop was in need of 
restoration and with the downtown reconstruction project 
in the works, Galena city officials approached the private 
party that owned the shop about purchasing it in order to 
save the important piece of local history. 

The shop, built in 1897 by Louis Readel, was 
eventually moved a short distance in March 2002 and 
restored from top to bottom during the two and a half 
years that followed. The historical society has a 10-year 
lease, paying $1 a year and caring for the interior of the 

building, while the city maintains the exterior portions.
The forges were fired back up in mid-October 2004; the 

shop opened to visitors 16 years ago. 
In order to staff the historic site with actual blacksmiths, 

the historical society put an advertisement in The Galena 
Gazette, seeking volunteers. Eight people responded and spent 
time every Monday for a month training and learning the art. 
One of those original volunteers, Bryan Ackerman, continues 
in that role today. 

Tickner, who is in his 14th season, started at the shop in 
the spring of 2008 as the coordinator who was charged with 
scheduling volunteers, talking to visitors and giving life to the 
shop. He learned to blacksmith along the way. 

As Tickner works at the forge, he details the history of 
the shop, from the early days when Readel had the shop and 
shoed horses and made tools. Readel’s was the last such shop 
to be built in Galena, the newest and largest at the time. 
Blacksmithing was already in decline. Prior to the Civil War 
Galena had 15 shops, but times were changing. 

After Readel died in 1920, Harry Parker bought the shop 
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in 1921 for $125. Parker’s father, Henry, who 
died in 1912, had a blacksmith shop where Fritz 
and Frites is located today on North Main Street. 
Parker closed his dad’s shop and moved into 
Readel’s. 

Just a few years later, in 1928, Parker placed 
an advertisement, seeking a buyer for the shop. It 
took quite some time to secure a buyer because, by 
that time, blacksmithing really was on the decline. 
Many blacksmith shops became machine and 
repair shops, the identity of the blacksmith shop 
lost to time. 

In mid-January 1929, Parker struck a deal with 
Willard Richardson, who worked with Parker. 
Richardson took over the shop and deserves credit, 
Tickner says, for recognizing how the blacksmith 
story line fit into Galena’s history. He dubbed the 
shop the Willard Richardson Blacksmith Museum. 
The sign still hangs in the shop’s back room. 

The shop was run by mainline blacksmiths, 
Tickner shared, for 82 years, the line never 
breaking. A photograph of Richardson at work in 
the shop at age 82 in 1976 still hangs on the wall 
for visitors to see. Richardson died in 1979 at age 
86. 

Richardson’s children, Jim and Anabel, opted 
to rent their dad’s shop in the spring of 1979 to 
local metal artist John Martinson, who eventually 
opened his own studio in 1986 next to the West 
Street Sculpture Park he continues to operate. 

The Richardsons finally sold it in 1990. 
Since the historical society took the reins, 

Tickner said it has always been the goal to make 
the shop as self-sufficient as possible, and for the 
most part, that’s been the case. 

“We live off the things we make,” said Tickner 
as he pounded a new barbecue tool into the perfect 
shape. “This shop lives or dies off of visitors.”

The Old Blacksmith Shop is open Friday 
through Monday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., May through 
October. Gift items, made by the blacksmiths 
and the local foundry, are for sale in the on-site 
gift shop and at the museum gift shop on Bench 
Street. 

For more information, visit galenahistory.org. 

It’s hammer time!
Galena-Jo Daviess County Historical Society’s Old Blacksmith 
Shop, in partnership with the Upper Midwest Blacksmith 
Association (UMBA), will present a special hands-on event and 
two-day music fest, “The Other Side of the Anvil,” on Saturday, 
Oct. 16 and Sunday, Oct. 17 on the lawn adjacent to the Stillman 
Mansion, 513 Bouthillier. Six forging stations–complete with 
forge, anvil, vise and tools–will be fired up as skilled regional 
blacksmiths provide hands-on instruction for visitors. In addition, 
there will be traditional broom tying demonstrations.

Be 
sure to check out 

the Galena & U.S. 
Grant Museum at 211 
S. Bench St. for more 
about the history of 

Galena and the 
region.
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FYI
The U.S. Grant Home State 

Historic Site is located at 
500 Bouthillier St., Galena, 

and is open for tours. For 
more information, visit 

granthome.org.

by Maya Dickerson
alena is known as home to nine Civil War gener-
als. The most famous Galena general is Ulysses S. 
Grant, who eventually went on to become the 18th 
President of the United States. 

When Grant returned to Galena from the war, citi-
zens of Galena gifted him a house at 500 

Bouthillier St. This house sits high on a 
hill on the east side, overlooking the 
town. 

Today, Galena visitors can tour 
this notable home and learn more 
about Grant and the town’s rich 

historic roots.
The Grant Home was built in 

1860. At that time, Grant moved to 
Galena and lived in a home on South High 

Street, working in his family’s tanning shop on Main 
Street. When the Civil War broke out, Grant left to 

fight for the Union. Rising 
through the ranks during the 
war, Grant became a Union 
hero.

When Grant returned to 
Galena, the citizens of the 
town gave Grant and his 
family the iconic house that 
sits perched on top of the 
hills of Galena. 

Grant became the 18th 
President and toured the 
world, which led the family 
to leave Galena behind. 

The Grant family owned 
the house until after Grant’s 

death in 1885 and his wife Julia’s death in 1902. In 1904, 
the four Grant children gave the house to the city of Ga-
lena as a memorial to their parents. 

With over 80,000 visitors each 
year, the U.S. Grant Home 

is a Galena treasure.

The Grant family pantry, stocked with food goods in the home.

During the Great Depression, in the 1930s, Galena 
fell on rough times financially and turned the home over 
to the state. It is now open to the public for tours and 
operates as a state historic site. 

The house didn’t need many, if any, renovations after 
the Grants gifted it to the city. The house features about 
90 percent of the furniture original to when the Grant 
family called the house their home.

The U.S. Grant Home State Historic Site in Galena

Grant

Home
Grant

Home

G
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Dittmar Farms And Orchard
Find us on Google or Facebook
For wholesome family fun...
PICK YOUR OWN

256 S. Grebner Road, Elizabeth, IL 61028 
Dittmar Farms and Orchards 

Like us on Facebook or visit dittmarfarms.com

And visit

DITTMAR ORCHARD STATION
106 Diagonal St. (HWY 20), Elizabeth
Apple cider donuts • A variety of 
frosted vanilla donuts • Cold drinks

Coffee • Many Gift Items

APPLES PUMPKINS

Member FDIC

Borrowing money for a new home?

Get the best lender.

Doug Laity
(815) 777-6300
NMLS #1116301

Jason Thomasson
(815) 858-2225

NMLS #627892

Marcy Doyle
(815) 777-6300
NMLS #1438351

Valerie Stocks
(815) 745-2194

NMLS #627373

Ben Wooden
(815) 745-2194

NMLS #888993

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions...
Meeting Local Needs

Apple River State Bank locations:
Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL

Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL
Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI

Galena , IL–
First Community Bank of Galena

AppleRiverStateBank.com

From application to loan closing,
home ownership, and beyond!
Call, stop by, or log on today.

First Community Bank-6250_1
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Elihu B. Washburne House
State Historic Site

Chicago Great Western 
Railroad Museum

1876 Banwarth House & Museum

Stockton Heritage Museum

908 Third St, Galena, 815-777-3310, 
granthome.org. This handsome Greek 
revival home once belonged to Elihu 
Washburne and his family. Here lived 
a future mayor of Chicago, a friend to 
Abraham Lincoln and U.S. Grant and a 
U.S. Congressman whose efforts assisted in 
the Union success. The Elihu Washburne 
House was constructed in 1843, three 
years after Washburne came to Galena and 
became a Whig lawyer. The home that 
was constructed at this time was one third 
of the size it is today. On the eve of U.S. 
Grant’s election in 1868, Grant went to 
Washburne’s house to await the election 
results. At 1:30 am, the telegraph announc-
ing the final election results came through, 
naming Grant the president of the United 
States. 

111 E Myrtle St, Elizabeth, 815-858-
2343, elizabethhistoricalsociety.com. 
Located in a former Chicago Great West-
ern Railway station, the Chicago Great 
Western Railway Museum in Elizabeth 
focuses on the railroads of northwest Il-
linois. The museum houses thousands of 
railroad artifacts, and also gives visitors the 
opportunity to step into a full-size Milwau-
kee Road caboose. 

Old Market House 
State Historic Site

Hanover Historical Society

123 N Commerce St, Galena, 815-776-
9200, granthome.org. The Old Market 
House, erected by the city of Galena in 
1845-1846, served for 65 years as the city 
market during the decades of Galena’s 
greatest prosperity as a river port, lead-
mining center and commercial hub. The 
Old Market House also served as the seat 
of Galena government and for years had 
two jail cells. 

Apple River Fort 
State Historic Site

311 E Myrtle St, Elizabeth, 815-858-
2028, Appleriverfort.org. The Apple River 
Fort was the site of an important battle 
during the Black Hawk War. On June 24, 
1832, the settlers of the fort turned back 
an attack by 200 Sauk and Fox warriors led 
by Black Hawk himself. The war ceased the 
threat of Sauk and Fox Native American at-
tacks in the area and opened the region to 
further settlement. Today, the fort has been 
reconstructed for visitors to take a step 
back in time. 500 Fillmore St, Hanover, 815-591-

3623, hanoverhistoricalsociety.com. The 
Hanover Historical Society provides an 
in-depth look at the history of Hanover. A 
recently added exhibit is the Larry Bell, Jr. 
Collection, featuring 1,000 Native Ameri-
can artifacts collected over 45 years with 70 
percent found at the Wapello Site. 

107 W Front Ave, Stockton, 815-947-
2220. Learn more about the history and 
heritage of Stockton by paying a visit to the 
Stockton Heritage Museum. 

408 E Sycamore St, Elizabeth, 815-
858-2014, banwarthmuseum.com. Step 
back in time to 1876, and enjoy a tour of 
the Banwarth family home. Experience 
first-hand what life was like in America’s 
centennial year.

Explore 
historyThe Washburne House

Old Market House

211 S. Bench St, Galena, 815-777-9129, 
Galenahistory.org. Step inside the Galena & 
U.S. Grant Museum in Galena to discover 
the history behind the area’s lead mining, 
steamboating and commercial success during 
the Civil War era. Meet the spirit of Ulysses 
Grant in a hologram that welcomes guests 
into the museum. There are also true national 
treasures, like the “Peace in Union” and 
“General Grant on the Battlefield” paintings 
and the flag from the Vicksburg Siege. 

The museum is located in an 1858 Itali-
anate mansion built as a private residence by 
Galena merchant Daniel Barrows. It features 
over 6,000 square feet of exhibit space and 
presentations on lead mining in the north-
west region, the Driftless Area, Grant’s leather 
store and the Port of Galena. Souvenirs, gifts 
and books are available for purchase in the 
gift shop.

Galena & U.S. Grant Museum
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Apple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River Fort

Apple River Fort-6232_1

Come to Elizabeth to 
see and hear a great 

frontier story.
Wednesday thru Sunday 9-5

815.858.2028
appleriverfort@gmail.com

appleriverfort.org

Only at the
 Museum! 
“Peace in 

Union”

Galena & U.S. Grant History Museum

211 S Bench Street - 1 block up from Downtown   
815-777-9131          www.GalenaHistoryMuseum.org          Open Year-Round

Explore Galena’s History!
• Driftless Area & First 

Peoples
• NW Illinois Leadmining
• Port of Galena 1858
• Made in Galena
• “Peace In Union”
• Vicksburg Flag
• Grant’s Leather Store

A Walk 
Through 
Galena’s 

Black History

New Permanent Exhibit 2021
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The memory of the nine Galena Civil War Generals is kept
alive by volunteers. Lynn Pehlke portrays General Jasper Maltby.

by Maya Dickerson

As visitors learn about Galena’s history, they will find that 
Galena is known for its nine Civil War generals. Even 
though the Civil War ended over 155 years ago, the 

memory and legacy of these generals lives on through the Galena 
Generals, a group of local men who portray the historic figures. 

Lynn Pehlke is General 
Jasper Maltby, who served 
with the Union Army and 
was injured multiple times 
throughout his service. 

Maltby’s history
Maltby was born in 

Kingsville, Ohio, on Nov. 
3, 1826, and had two 
sisters and two brothers. 
Both brothers fought for 
the South during the Civil 
War. Maltby attended 

school in Kingsville, and eventually 
enlisted in the U.S. Infantry at the age 

of 20. 
Maltby trained as a private in the 

Army, until Sept. 20, 1847, when 
he was injured in battle, during the 
Mexican-American War. He was 

honorably discharged from the service 
and moved to Chicago. After living there 

for about a year, Maltby moved to Galena, where 
he owned a gunsmith shop. Maltby invented one of the first 
telescopic rifles and sold guns manufactured in London, 
labeled as “Maltby Rifles.”

In 1852, Maltby married Malvina James, and in 1855, 
their only son, Henry, was born. 

When the war broke out in 1861, Maltby enlisted once 
again as a private in the 45th Illinois Infantry. The same day 
he enlisted, he was elected the regiment’s lieutenant. Shortly 
after enlisting and being promoted, Maltby was injured in 
battle and sent back to Galena to recover. 

After recovering, Maltby became a colonel, fighting 
with General U.S. Grant in the Battle of Vicksburg. Maltby 
sustained injuries to his internal organs, ribs, and head. 
Following the battle, he was promoted to brigadier general 
and took command of the 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division of the 
Army in Tennessee. 

In 1864, Maltby received a surgeon’s certificate and was 
sent to Galena to recover with his family. A year later, in 
1865, he returned to service for three months before retiring. 
In 1867, Maltby served as the Vicksburg Military Governor, 
until he stepped down due to illness. Ten days after stepping 
down, Maltby died of cardiac arrest on Dec. 22, 1867. He 
was only 41. His body was brought to Galena and buried in 
Greenwood Cemetery. 

Becoming a general 
This year, the Galena Generals are marking 60 years in 

the community, and Pehlke is proud to be part of the group 
dedicated to sharing history. 

Lynn Pehlke and his wife, Linda, started out just visiting 
Galena and attending events in town. And that’s when he saw 
the Galena Generals. One day, he stopped and talked to Bob 
Buman who plays General U.S. Grant. 

“I indicated that this seemed like it would be a fun thing 
to do,” Pehlke said. 

Civil War GeneralCivil War General
Jasper MaltbyJasper Maltby

FYI
The annual Generals’ Ball 

is set for the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving. Check the 

Generals’ Facebook 
page for updates. 



After a parade, Kirk Foecking, who plays John E. Smith, 
invited Pehlke to a meeting even though Pehlke hadn’t 
moved to Galena yet. At the time he lived near Aurora. He 
worked as a watchsmith, while his wife was a real estate 
agent. Location didn’t stop him from portraying Maltby. 

“The first few months I commuted up here on meeting 
nights,” said Pehlke. “We had a long commute but I knew 
we’d be moving up here.” 

In 2016, the Pehlkes bought land in The Galena 
Territory and built a house. Pehlke started to work part-
time for The Workshop as a transit driver. He regularly 
attended the Generals’ meetings as well as parades, 
celebrations, events, and the annual Generals’ Ball. 

From the start, the Generals have been a good fit for 
Pehlke. He enjoys being part of the group.

His favorite memories of portraying Maltby include 
helping educate kids during the annual Boy Scout Weekend 
and Memorial Day of 2020. During that Memorial Day, 
the Generals each recorded videos and posted them on 
Facebook. It was a way to reach people even though the 
usual events were cancelled because of the pandemic. 

“As a group we wanted to do something. We all created 
little three- to five-minute videos,” Pehlke said. “I started 
out at Maltby’s grave and took the camera up a few 
hundred yards where soldiers from Galena who enlisted 
in the Civil War were buried. It touched me then, and it’s 
touching me now.” 

Simple things that the generals do are also very 
memorable for Pehlke. 

“Just walking up and down the streets sometimes (is 
memorable). Meeting the people and stopping and talking 
to them and answering their questions is always a fun little 
thing,” Pehlke ended. 

Above: Four of the nine Galena Generals, from left: Gary Jobgen as Gen. John Rawlins, Kevin Melancon as Gen. Augustus 
Chetlain, Kirk Foecking as Gen. John E. Smith and Lynn Pehlke as Gen. Jasper Maltby. At left: Lynn and his late wife, Linda, 
who passed away in early 2020, at a Generals’ Ball.

Lynn Pehlke portraying General 
Jasper Maltby catches the spy 
during Grant’s birthday weekend.
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This was the very first all-brick block 
in Galena. Consisting of five stores, the 
block housed a 
jewelry store owned 
by Civil War 
general John E. 
Smith, and office to 
controversial lawyer 
M.Y. Johnson. 

Originally home 
to trader Amos Far-
rar, during the Black 
Hawk War this home-
stead was transformed 
into a refuge for 
women and children. It never had to be used. 
The home has been remodeled since its days 
as a stockade and now welcomes visitors.

These streets were made forThese streets were made for

walkingwalking
Flat Iron Building « 222 N. Main St.

The original building housed Bradley/
Taylor House hotels and was three stories 
until it was destroyed by fire in 1876. The 
new Italianate structure is only two floors 
and has housed many different businesses 
from the People’s Bank (original safe still 
there) to a Justice of the Peace.

This building was home to the Stan-
dard Cigar Factory, one of the many cigar 
manufacturers in Galena. Tobacco was a cash 
crop for some county farmers, particularly 
in the Stockton area. Several businesses now 
welcome customers here. 

J.A. Meusel Cigar Factory « 
208-210 N. Main St. 

The stone laid on this street was originally 
as a deterrent to erosion, not a paving stone. 
However, maintaining control of horses and 
wagons on steep hills was a constant concern 
in the early days of Galena.

Perry Street

Old Stockade « 208 Perry St.

The second floor of this building was 
home to the law office of John A. Rawlins, 
one of Galena’s nine Civil War generals. He 
later served as Grant’s chief of staff. Today it’s 
the Galena Kandy Kitchen. 

Hempstead Store « 100 N. Main St.

The Newhall Drug Store was built in 
1843 by Galena physician and pharmacist, 
Horatio Newhall, a Yale graduate, who 
also published Galena’s first newspaper, the 
“Miners Journal.” His most notable work 
was treating cholera victims in the 1832 
and 1848 outbreaks. The observations he 
made about the disease and its spread were 
considered some of the best of that period. 
The addresses are now home to Outside the 
Lines Gallery and Strawberry Lane. 

Newhall Drug Store « 
101-103 S. Main St. 

This section of buildings housed the 
leather goods shop of Jesse Grant (U.S. 
Grant’s father). Located at 120 S Main St., 
you can shop in the same store where U.S. 
Grant worked from 1860 to 1861. 

Barrows & Coatsworth Stores « 
120-126 S. Main St. 

Lena Schmohl’s millinery store in the 
1850s. In 1886, after her husband died, 
Lena built and installed Galena’s first hy-
draulic elevator. She was a highly-respected 
business leader long before most women 
had the opportunity.

Schmohl Building « 
215-217 S. Main St.

Davis Block « 304-310 S. Main St.

Take a stroll downtown, learn some history

Hempstead Store

Barrows & Coatsworth Building
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U.S. Customs House/
Post Office « 

Green & Commerce
The U.S. Post Office and Cus-

toms House is still the second 
oldest continuously owned and 
operated post office in the United 
States. The Renaissance Revival 
style used by architect Ammi B. 
Young was the first standardized 
style to be used throughout the 
country by the U.S. government. 

The superintendent of con-
struction was engineer Ely S. 
Parker, a Native American with 
the Seneca nation who was raised 
on a reservation in western New 
York State. The post office sits 
at the corner of Green and Com-
merce streets in Galena. Parker 
would go on to become a briga-
dier general in 1867 and then be 
appointed U.S. commissioner of 
Indian affairs in 1869 by President 
Grant. 

Named after the discoverer of the 
Mississippi River, the DeSoto House 
Hotel opened in 1855 at Galena’s 
economic peak. The hotel was billed 
as the “Largest Hotel in the West,” 
and was built to service the many 
people arriving in Galena. Abraham 
Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas 
spoke on the hotel’s balcony on sepa-
rate occasions. The hotel also served 
as the venue of Ulysses S. Grant’s 

reception ball and celebration after 
his homecoming from the Civil War. 
His presidential campaign headquar-
ters were also housed in the DeSoto 
in rooms 209 and 211. The historic 
DeSoto House Hotel now offers 55 
guest rooms with private baths, three 
dining areas, a ballroom, conference 
and banquet rooms, specialty shops 
and a private parking garage.

   DeSoto House Hotel « 230 S. Main St.

   Dowling House « 220 Diagonal St.

Galena’s oldest house, Dowling 
House, was built of limestone 
by John Dowling in 1826. At 
one time, the house was the only 
trading post in the city and was 
equipped with primitive living 
quarters and hosted many fur 
traders in years past.

Now open for tours, guides 
offer visitors a complete history of 
the house and the city. 
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This building served as the 
home of Galena’s foremost 
physician, Dr. Horatio Ne-
whall. Its use as a funeral 
home goes back over 80 
years.

This stairway, 
originally wooden, 
has been in this 
location since the 
1850s. In addition 
to hilltop residents, 
these stairs serviced 
hundreds of students who attended the Old 
Galena High School, which overlooks Galena 
on the top of the hill. 

&prospect TourBench

 This house 
was originally 
built in the 1850s 
for dry goods 
merchant Lucius 
Felt. What you see 
today, however, is 
a “new” version, 
as the house went under major remodeling in 
1874. The “new” house was done in the Sec-
ond Empire style and sports a large dance hall 
under the mansard roof. The outside double 
stairway cost thousands of dollars and was for 
many years known as “Felt’s Folly.”

Felt Manor « 125 S. Prospect St.

Turner Hall

Old Galena High School

Grace Episcopal Church «
107 S. Prospect St.

 The Grace 
Episcopal church 
was built partly 
from stone quar-
ried at the site. 
The original 1837 
Henry Erben organ 
has been restored, 
making it the old-
est organ still in 
use in Illinois. 

Old Galena High School « 
411 S. Prospect St.

This massive structure dominates Galena’s 
skyline. Built after the previous school 
burned, the new building features a square 
tower with four circular openings, each nearly 
seven feet in diameter. In 1980, the school 
was sold and converted to condominiums.

Old High School Steps «
106 N. Bench St.

Dr. Newhall House « 235 S. Bench St.

St. Michael’s Catholic Church « 
227 N. Bench St.

The current church was built after 
the previous building burned down. The 
building was designed and the parish was 
established by Father Samuel Mazzuchelli. 
St. Michael’s Parish was made up largely of 
Irish working-class families.

History Museum « 211 S. Bench St.
Designed by 

architect William 
Dennison, who also 
designed U.S. Grant’s 
home, this residence 
was home to Daniel 
A. Barrows and his 
family. Barrows was a 
prominent busi-
nessman, owning a 
confectionery store, 
distillery and lumber yard. Barrows was also a 
Republican and Lincoln supporter, which led 
to his front window being smashed by rocks 
during a Democratic rally on Bench Street in 
1864. In 1938, the city purchased the build-
ing and used the front two rooms as city hall 
until 1967. Today, the building houses the 
Galena-Jo Daviess County Historical Society 
& U.S. Grant Museum.
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The origi-
nal structure, 
built in 1832, 
burned in 
January 1838. 
The pres-
ent church 
building was 
dedicated in 
1857. General 
U.S. Grant at-
tended church 
here with his 
family. The Grant pew is marked with a U.S. 
flag.

Galena Public Library « 601 S. Bench St
The Galena Public Library’s story starts in 1892. Galenian 

Benjamin Felt’s goal was to establish a free public library in 
the city, and that goal became reality with the dedication and 

opening of the South Bench Street building on July 4, 1908. Felt 
donated $28,500 of the funds, while Andrew Carnegie gave 

$12,500 for the neoclassical revival building. The cornerstone of 
the building is dated April 27, 1907. 

Today the mission of the Galena Public Library is to “inspire 
lifelong learning, advance knowledge, provide cultural and 
recreational opportunities, and strengthen our community.”

The library is open six days a week and closed on Sundays. 
The library features a historical collections room as well.

To learn more about the Galena Public Library, visit 
galenalibrary.org or call 815-777-0200.

Galena United Methodist Church « 
125 S. Bench St.

Turner Hall « 105 S. Bench St.

Constructed by the local Turner Society, 
Turner Hall was to serve as a public hall 
for lectures, theater, rallies and events. In 
1926, the hall was gutted by fire but then 
rebuilt. Many famous visitors have been to 
Turner Hall including William McKinley 
and Theodore Roosevelt.

First Presbyterian Church « 
106 N. Bench St.

The architectural style of this church 
comes from the East Coast, specifically the 
New England area. The steeple is said to 
be copied from the Old South Church of 
Boston.

St. Rose Academy « 228 N. Bench St.
Designed and built by Father Samuel 

Mazzuchelli, the St. Rose Academy was an 
all girls Catholic school also known as “the 
Academy.” From 1868 to 1875, the building 
was used by the German Lutheran Church as 
a part of Wartburg College.

Jo Daviess County Courthouse « 
330 N. Bench St.

The construction of the Jo Daviess 
County Courthouse began in 1839 and took 
five years to complete due to shortages of 
materials, labor and finances.

First Presbyterian Church

St. Rose Academy

Jo Daviess County Courthouse



S
hu

lls
bu

rg
-4

23
0_

1

Nestled in the Southwest corner of 
Wisconsin is the city of Shullsburg, 
the state’s third oldest city after 
Green Bay and Prairie du Chien. 
Founded in 1827 by a fur trader 
by the name of Jesse Shull who 
came to find mining more lucrative 
than buying furs, the town came 
came to find mining more lucrative came to find mining more lucrative 

Artwork courtesy of Paul Chase

to life once he married and 
established his first home, creating 
a destination for migrating miners 
in search of a good living mining 
the precious lead and zinc ore the 
area hid beneath its ground. Today, 
Shullsburg is on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

211 W. Water Street
Shullsburg, WI 53586

A fun, family-owned boutique with an 
amazing selection of styles and many sizes!

207 W. Water St.
Shullsburg, WI 53586

(608) 778-5935

Licensed in
Illinois, Iowa
and Wisconsin

Organic Coffee 
Drinks
Baked Goods 
Fresh Daily
Gourmet Hot 

Dogs and Pizza
Live Music Saturdays

Organic Coffee 
Drinks

Dogs and Pizza
Live Music Saturdays

203 W. Water St.
 Shullsburg, Wi

Hours:  Mon-Fri  10 am-5 pm;  
Sat & Sun  9 am-5 pm      

210 W. Water St. , Shullsburg, WI   608-965-3855   
Order Online at:  www.ShullsburgCheeseStore.com

Your Fine Wisconsin Cheese and  
Unique Gift Shop Destination!
Shullsburg Creamery, Now a Division of Prairie Farms!

 

 

 Cheese Store & Gift Shop

Eat Local , 
Shop Local, 

Bank Local 
Local 

 
Member FDIC 

Eat Local , 
Shop Local, 

Bank Local 
Local 

 
Member FDIC 

Eat Local , 
Shop Local, 

Bank Local 
Local 

 
Member FDIC 

Driftless Area
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 ExperienceShullsburg

• Shops  • Eateries  • Events
• Lead Mine Tours
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Vintage Charm
 in a Historic 1800s Mining Town

WISCONSIN

ILLINOISIOWA


Shullsburg

Dubuque

Galena
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Dubuque, Ia
rivermuseum.comDubuque, Ia

rivermuseum.com

Explore the Currents of

the Mississippi River
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www.platteville.com

151 Business Hwy. 151
Platteville, WI

May-Oct: Mon-Fri 8a-5p
     Sat-10a-4p, Sun-10a-2p

Nov-Apr: Mon-Fri 8a-5p

PlattevillePlattevillePlattevillePlatteville
ATV & Snowmobile Trails t Biking t Miles of 

Paved & Lit Non-Motorized Trails  
Fishing t Climb 266 Stairs Up the 

World’s Largest ‘M’ 

Southwest WisconsinSouthwest Wisconsin
Platteville

Southwest Wisconsin
PlattevillePlatteville

Southwest Wisconsin
Platteville
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The U.S. Grant statue at Grant Park 
stands vigil over Galena.
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Art, history and religion are intertwined at a 
countryside stop in southwestern Wisconsin

by Brandon Behlke

Visible for miles in many directions, Sinsinawa Mound 
is a picturesque spot in the Driftless region landscape. 
Seven-and-a-half miles from Dubuque, Iowa, and less 

than 10 miles from Galena, the Mound has been a beckoning 
call to travelers for over 150 years. 

Father Samuel Mazzuchelli is well known in the region as a 
pioneer priest who founded many local parishes and designed 

buildings that still stand today. 
In 1844, Mazzuchelli purchased 800 
acres of land, 450 of which are home 

to Sinsinawa Mound. During that 
year, Mazzuchelli also built the stone 
building that still stands on the 
property and houses retired Sisters and 
those working in congregation offices. 

The history of Mazzuchelli is 
featured in one of the exhibits at 

Sinsinawa Mound, which includes the 
only contemporary portrait of Mazzuchelli 

from 1827.
Visitors interested in seeing the exhibits as well as the chapel 

or the art gallery are asked to check in at the front desk before 
entering the building. Sisters are available to give a detailed tour 
of the exhibits upon request. The tours can be self guided as well. 

Sister Priscilla Wood, promoter of arts and cultural 
heritage, leads tours and is impressed by Mazzuchelli’s many 
accomplishments. 

“His journey was remarkable,” said Wood.
Mazzuchelli, who is one step away from being canonized 

as a saint in the Catholic church, is an important figure in the 
region. Wood believes his importance would only spread if he 
were to be canonized.

The artifacts in the Mazzuchelli exhibit include his scientific 
instruments, which even Smithsonian experts find intriguing 
as Mazzuchelli ordered many of them in the 1850s to study 
electricity and other scientific phenomena. 

The history of the Sinsinawa Dominican Sisters stems back 
to 1847 when the order was founded. The Sisters’ history is 
intertwined with Galena as the first college established by 
the order was located in Galena. This building, designed by 
Mazzuchelli, is still standing at the corner of Bench and Franklin 
streets. 

A second exhibit at the Mound details the history of the 

Sinsinawa Dominicans, Mazzuchelli was an advocate for 
education, especially among women on the frontier. 

“His vision was education for women, which included the 
sciences,” said Wood. “That was not typical for that time. Students 
would take Latin, botany, astronomy, trigonometry and many 
other courses. It was quite extraordinary.”

Along with the historical exhibits, visitors can also stop in the 
Queen of the Rosary Chapel, built in 1964. The chapel includes 
a large pipe organ and beautiful stained glass windows that were 
designed by Sister Teresita Kelly. Windows depict St. Dominic, 
Moses and Abraham and other biblical scenes.

The Mounds’ visitor complex also includes an art gallery which 
features the work of local artists and members of the congregation. 

“We love to have people visit,” said Wood. 
Another popular stop in the visitor center is the gift shop, 

which features bakery items which have become a local staple, as 
well as cards and gift items. The products are made at Sinsinawa 
Mound with best-sellers being the caramel rolls, cinnamon bread, 
Sin-A-Mound and zucchini bread. 

The visitor experience at Sinsinawa Mound isn’t only indoors. 
Sinsinawa Mound also offers trails, giving visitors an opportunity 

Sinsinawa MoundSinsinawa Mound

Faithful tripFaithful trip

FYI
Sinsinawa Mound Center, 

home to the Sinsinawa 
Dominicans, is located at 585 

County Road Z, Sinsinawa, 
Wis. To learn more, call
608-748-4411 or visit 

sinsinawa.org.
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to explore the flowers, plants and trees that also call 
Sinsinawa Mound home. 

Sinsinawa Mound officials are also working on an 
oak savanna restoration and have a collaborative farm 
on the property. 

Events occur regularly throughout the year and are 
available in-person or on Zoom during the fall and 
winter seasons.

Some of the upcoming events include: Roots of 
Injustice, Seeds of Change (Native American History), 
Sept. 11; Yoga retreat, Oct. 2-3; Canvas Painting Classes, 
Oct. 5, Nov. 9 and Dec. 7; and a Dan Schutte Concert, 
Oct. 15. 

Sinsinawa Mound is a place where people can find 
something that suits their passion, whether it is attending 
a religious service, visiting an exhibit or art gallery, 
purchasing caramel rolls or going on a hike. 

The greatest attraction, though, is the panoramic 
view of the tri-state region. No matter the season, the 
view is stunning. 

“It has attracted people for over a century,” said 
Wood. “We are blessed to enjoy it every day.”
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Oh, the places to go

Stockton, the youngest community 
in Jo Daviess County, was established 
as a result of increased railroad traf-
fic to the area. Established after the 
Minnesota Northwestern Railway, 
which later became the Chicago Great 
Western Railway, built a station in 
Stockton Township in 1886, Stockton’s 
industry grew with the newly added 
transportation. In 1914, the Kraft 
brothers opened their first cheese plant 
in Stockton. 

Stockton showcases panoramic 
views of the landscape. Much of Jo 
Daviess County is part of the Driftless 
region, meaning the glaciers did not 
come through this area flattening the 
hills. 

Spend a day at the Memorial Park, 
where you can hit up three playgrounds and a pool all in one, or Kid-
stown, a wooden playground. Stop by Valley of Eden for rolling hills 
brimming with a wide variety of birds. Head downtown to enjoy some 
shopping, local history and mural paintings. Looking to play a round 
of golf? Visit the 18-hole golf course, Woodbine Bend, just outside 
Stockton.

Nestled between Galena and Stock-
ton, the drive to charming Elizabeth 
is a beautiful scenic tour and makes a 
perfect stop for the beginning, middle 
or end of your trip. 

The village of Elizabeth has some-
thing for everyone. 

In the 1800s, early settlers were 
drawn to the area as the lead mining 
rush began. They started a settlement, 
and then the Black Hawk War took 
place in 1832. 

Native Sac and Fox warriors at-
tacked the Apple River Fort, and the 
battle lasted for about an hour. 

Legend states that three women, all 
named Elizabeth, stood shoulder-to-
shoulder with their husbands, assisting 
in successfully defending the fort. It 
was in their honor that the settlement 
was named Elizabeth.

History buffs and seekers of knowl-
edge will delight in the Apple River 
Fort State Historic Site, a replica fron-
tier fort modeled after its predecessor 
which was constructed quickly during 
the Black Hawk War. 

Antique collectors will find a haven 
of treasures as they explore northwest-
ern Illinois’ largest antique mall, the 
Elizabeth Grand Antique Co. Set in an 
old school building, each room is full 
of special finds and gems. 

While you have shopping on the 
mind, head to downtown Elizabeth, 
where you will find stores featuring 
clothing, art and gourmet cupcakes!

ElizabethElizabeth

StocktonStockton East DubuqueEast Dubuque
Located on the eastern 

side of the Mississippi 
River, opposite Dubuque, 
Iowa, East Dubuque is a 
small, picturesque com-
munity with breathtaking 
views. The city is con-
nected to Dubuque by the Julien Dubuque Bridge, one of the 
longest tied arch and cantilevered bridges ever built.

East Dubuque’s history is quite an interesting one, featur-
ing Middle Woodlands Indians, railroad tycoons, ferryboat 
kings and even Al Capone. 

Visitors can walk in the footsteps of history while visiting 
Gramercy Park. The 10-acre city park is an Illinois Natu-
ral Heritage Landmark, and is home to 26 ceremonial and 
burial mounds from the Middle Woodlands Native American 
culture. It has views of the Mississippi River bluffs and Port of 
Dubuque. Pack a picnic or plan to cook out on the charcoal 
grills. The area also offers walking trails, a playground and 
modern restroom facilities.

Many of the neighborhood bars and nightclubs located 
here are left from prohibition. During prohibition, many 
speakeasies, gambling halls and whiskey stills popped up 
throughout the area, and legend has it that Al Capone was 
involved.
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Over 35 local dealers offering: Antiques, Vintage, Primitives, Folk Art, Breweriana, Furniture, 
Jewelry, Hand-Crafted & Up-Cycled Items, Glassware, Collectibles and so much more!

NOW FEATURING SKY PARLOR PRIMITIVES & FARMHOUSE DECOR

117 S. Main St., Cuba City, WI (only 13 miles north of Galena)
Open 10-5 Daily • (608) 778-2263 • www.junquestopshere.com

facebook.com/junquestopshere • junquestopshere@outlook.com

Character
  &  Charm
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Over  100 Years of Fine Quality Meats!
Visit Our retail stOre

 725 N. Jackson St. Cuba City, WI.
14 miles North of Galena/19 miles Northeast of Dubuque

(608) 744-2159 • Monday thru Friday: 7 AM-5:30 PM • Saturday: 7 AM-3 PM

Known as the City of Presidents. Drive through this Wisconsin 
community of 2,012 and you can’t help but see shields lining its 
Main Street honoring each of our presidents. Also lining the Main 
Street are a number of local businesses. cubacity.orgCuba CityCuba City
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won’t you meet

neighbors
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The Galena Territory, Illinois
(9 miles E) The Galena Territory, which encompasses 6,800 

acres, is home to Eagle Ridge Spa & Resort and numerous out-
door activities including Shenandoah Riding Center, Thunder-
bay Falls and Lake Galena and Marina. thegalenaterritory.com
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Dubuque, Iowa
(16 miles NW) population 58,000, Dubuque is Iowa’s oldest 

city and is among the oldest settlements west of the Mississippi 
River. The first permanent settler to the area was French-Cana-
dian fur trader Julien Dubuque in 1785. Today it is known for 
its casinos, the Mississippi Riverwalk and the National Missis-
sippi River Museum and Aquarium. Eagle Point Park provides a 
panoramic view of Lock and Dam 11 and the Mississippi River 
valley. traveldubuque.com

Hazel Green, Wisconsin
(13 miles NE) population 1,200, was the first permanent 

settlement in Wisconsin in 1825 and is part of the region’s 
mining heritage. In 1831, Lucias Lyon began surveying two 
miles south of Hazel Green. This “Point of Beginning” is the 
basis for all descriptions on all property deeds in Wisconsin. 
villageofhazelgreen.org

New Diggings, Wisconsin
(12 miles N) provides a look back at another day and age. St. 

Augustine Church was founded by Father Samuel Mazzuchelli 
in 1835 and built in 1844. 

Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin
(77 miles NW) population 5,911, is located along the 

Mississippi River, and has a wide array of natural beauty, a 
history dating back many centuries, events all year around, and 
businesses, shops and attractions. Referred to as Wisconsin’s 
second-oldest city, Prairie du Chien was established by French 
voyageurs in the late 17th century. prairieduchien.org

Shullsburg, Wisconsin
(19 miles NE) population 1,200, home of Shullsburg 

Creamery, is the third-oldest community in Wisconsin with 
roots in the mining and trapping industries. The last mines 
were closed in the 1970s, but the Badger Mine & Museum 
keeps the history alive. A visit to Gravity Hill is a must. 
experienceshullsburg.com

Apple Canyon Lake, Illinois
(18 miles E) was developed in 1969 by the Branigar 

Organization. Activities include water sports, camping and 
golfing. applecanyonlake.org

Apple River, Illinois
(21 miles NE) population 366, Apple River grew along with 

the Illinois Central Railroad in 1854. Three churches built in 
the 1870s–Methodist, Catholic and Presbyterian–still stand.

Hanover, Illinois
(18 miles S) population 784, is home to Wapello Land & 

Water Reserve, a park with premiere prairie restoration. The 
Apple River runs through the center of the town. Hanover is the 
Mallard Duck Capital of the World, home to Whistling Wings 
duck hatchery. In September they celebrate their title with 

Mallardfest, a weekend of fun including a parade, food, music, 
duck-calling contest and more. 

Savanna, Illinois
(32 miles S) population 3,000, is best known for the Army 

Depot. The depot, established in 1918, was used for several 
purposes, including manufacturing, testing and storing of 
weapons. The military use was gradually phased out and it is 
now the Lost Mound Unit of the Upper Mississippi River 
Wildlife Refuge. savanna-il.us

Scales Mound, Illinois
(12 miles NE) population 378, Scales Mound was founded 

in 1853. Just west of town on Stagecoach Trail is the famous 
“Jesus Saves” rock. Ninety percent of the town is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. scalesmound.com

Warren, Illinois
(27 miles NE) population 1,600, grew with the arrival of the 

railroad. Alexander Burnett and Freeman Tisdel founded Warren 
in 1853. Pumpkin Festival is the last full weekend of September. 
Take in the community’s historic downtown. villageofwarren.
com

Platteville, Illinois
(25 miles N) population 11,244, surrounded by rolling 

topography, the area around Platteville hosts some of the most 
breathtaking sights in the state. Besides being home to a University 
of Wisconsin campus, Platteville also offers recreational opportuni-
ties like fly fishing the Platte and Grant rivers. On the side of Platte 
Mound stands a large letter “M” that symbolizes the university’s 
mining history. platteville.com

Mines of Spain near Dubuque, Iowa



84        galenian.com

 

Catholic Churches of Galena-6462_1

Galena Area
Catholic Churches

Welcome You!
815-777-2053

catholicgalena.com

Holy Trinity
302 Franklin St., Scales Mound

Mass: Sunday 11:15 AM

St. Mary
406 Franklin St., Galena

Mass: Saturday 4 PM, Sunday 9:30 AM
Confession Saturday 8 AM or by appointment

St. Michael
227 S Bench St., Galena

Mass: Saturday 5:30 PM, Sunday 8 AM
Spanish Language Mass: Sunday 6 PM

by Brandon Behlke

Former Galena educator Paula Schon-
hoff has spent the past five years 
adding information to her Galena 

Tours app. Since its inception in 2016, the 
app has expanded to include more stops 
and more information for each stop. This 
year, the app features a new tour, “Ghost 
Legends.”

“It has been really fun to add that 
because people have been sharing their 
ghost stories with me,” said Schonhoff. 

Schonhoff said she is continuing to 
add more of what people have requested. 
Schonhoff began researching and looking 
for information and has also received 
assistance from Daryl Watson, former 
historical society director. She has his 
permission to use stories he compiled in 
his book, “Ghosts in Galena.”

Schonhoff has added newspaper 
articles from the 1890s to add more 
information to haunted locations.

“One of the biggest changes is that I 
am constantly adding things to posts that 
I have already made,” said Schonhoff.

Schonhoff has used information from 
local historians Terry Miller and Tim 
Doser for background information on 
many of the locations throughout the 
community.

“They have been wonder-
ful about sharing things,” 
said Schonhoff. “Terry has 
given me permission to use 
anything that he puts on 
Facebook. Tim Doser has 
added newspaper articles 
and he lets me use them.”

Schonhoff is amazed by how 
the app has grown.

“It is turning out to be more of a 
community project, which I love, from 
all of the people providing me with 
information,” said Schonhoff. “Terry 

Cole has given me permission to use 
photos, as well as Craig Albaugh, who 
has given me photos and information. 
For example, when we were talking 
about the Stanley Theater he told me 
that Mr. Stanley would buy shoes for 
the kids. Nancy Buening also provided 
information on Mr. Stanley, and I asked 
her permission to use that.”

Schonhoff said that one example of 
the community feel for the app is the 

information she has about St. Mary’s 
School.

“Mary Hartman and Cin-
dy McCarthy were telling 
me about when they were 
cheerleaders there and they 
gave me permission to use 
that story,” said Schonhoff. 

“It has been a lot of fun.”
Schonhoff said she is grate-

ful to the people who have shared 
information, photos and support.

Andy Willis has also been a major 
support for Schonhoff as he provides 
tech support. Willis has taught Schon-

Get out 
&

Get out 

ExploreExplore
&

FYI
The Galena Tours 

app can be found at 
galenailtours.com or 

downloaded from 
Google Play or the 

App Store.
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hoff how to add her own pictures and articles to the app, which she 
enjoys.

“It is still growing and it is still changing,” said Schonhoff.
Schonhoff is always learn-

ing new things as well.
“I am learning things that 

I never knew,” said Schonhoff. 
“One thing I never knew was 
that a building was supposed 
to be built for a community 
center where Washington Park 
is now. It is also fun when 
I get to add pictures of my 
family.”

Schonhoff said that one of 
the spots on the ghost legends 
tour is her grandmother’s 
house.

Galena history has always 
fascinated Schonhoff and was 
something she made a point 

of teaching in her fourth-grade classroom. A bulletin board in her 
classroom included many photos of Galena. Students spent weeks 
learning about Galena’s past.

History in the classroom is still important to Schonhoff, who 
serves as a substitute teacher in area schools. Schonhoff serves on 
The Galena Foundation board and connects classrooms to tour op-
portunities and also gives presentations to students. 

“It has been fun for me,” said Schonhoff. “Galena history has 
always been a passion of mine.”

Galena United Methodist Church-6166_1

Come worship with us.

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-845-2272

Worship Sunday 10:00am

Schapville Zion 
Presbyterian Church

Schapville Zion 
Presbyterian Church

Come worship with us.

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-845-2272

Worship Sunday 10:00am

Schapville Zion 
Presbyterian Church

635 E. Schapville Rd.  Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-845-2272   Worship Sunday 10am
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The levee has always been 
a hub for riverfront activity

Researched by Steve Repp, Galena Public Library 
alena was a very busy river town during its early years, 
beginning in the 1830s. Although Galena is located 
several miles from the Mississippi River, it’s close ac-
cess to the Mississippi put Galena in contact with the 

outside world, which helped with its early development and 
settlement. Without the river, Galena might not have been 
settled until later years when railroads expanded westward. 

It might be hard to believe, but the Galena River during 
those early years was approximately 265 feet in width as river 
boats made daily visits to Galena, stopping along the levee 
which is now known as Riverside Drive. 

The Galena Daily Jeffersonian of Oct. 2, 1854 reported, 
“The Levee presented a scene of great activity. The arrival of 
seven boats, in quick succession, each with a large load put 
porters, drayman, ticket agents, butchers and bakers in a 
flurry from which they have not recovered.” 

From research it appears that the levee began near the 
present day location of the stoplights by the U.S. 20 bridge 
and continued to a bit past the present floodgates where 
Main Street numbers began. Numerous business locations 
along the levee were given street numbers like the Louisville 
House, which was a hotel located at 7 Levee and present day 
601 Riverside Dr. 

G

During the late 1800s and into the early 1900s, most river 
traffic consisted of lumber, gravel and sand for use in paving 
streets and for construction purposes. But it was also during this 
time that numerous launches and pleasure boats offered a very 
popular form of recreation as people would take a boat ride out 
to the islands on the Mississippi where camps were built and 
people could spend a day or weekend. There were all sorts of fun 
activities like playing tennis, picnics and there was even a bowl-
ing alley on one of the islands. 

In 1908, an effort was made to change the name of what had 
been known as “the levee” to Riverside Drive. Since it had been 
paved, trees planted and several nice houses built, some people 

Down by the

River
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felt the roadway would sound a bit more “dignified” with the 
new name. 

Looking back on Galena’s river history, it went from one 
extreme to another. Silting narrowed the river and there have 
been many floods, the one in 1937 being the worst. 

The most important 
thing that took place during 
the years from 1948-51 
was the construction of the 
flood control project and 
the floodgates. It took both 
federal and local funds, as 
well as the hard work of 
local officials and the Army 
Corps of Engineers out of 
Rock Island, to make it all 

happen. 
During the 1950s and 1960s, boat races became popular 

along the old levee as “River Days” attracted many people. The 
Veteran’s Memorial was constructed in 1960 to honor local 
people who served during the more recent wars. 

Years ago, Bob Bainbridge shared his recollections: “A man 
by the name of Paul Fisher, who was a brakeman for the Chi-
cago and Northwestern Railroad, put ducks in the river back 
in the 1920s. I don’t know where he got them, maybe from the 
Mississippi, but he took care of them for a long time until he 
died.” 

As the years passed, local people took care of the ducks and 
fed them for quite a number of years. During the flood of 1993, 
there was a sign along Riverside Drive which cautioned drivers 
about the “Duck Crossing.”

FYI
During the early 

years of Galena, the 
Galena River was 265 
feet in width and river 

boats made daily 
visits.

What was known as the levee for years continues to be a 
source of enjoyment for local residents and visitors. The “scene 
of great activity” lives on. The Galena River contributed to a 
way of life and remains an important part of local history.
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Green Street Tavern • Courtyard • Generals’ Restaurants

$5.00 off when you purchase any two breakfast or lunch 
entrees from our Courtyard or Green Street Tavern Menu.

$10.00 off when you purchase any two dinner entrees 
from our Generals’ Menu.

Offer not valid with any other discounts. Some restrictions may apply.
Card must be presented when ordering.

DeSoto House Hotel
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109 N. Main St. Galena, IL 61036 | Tel: 815.776.0043 | Fax: 815.776.0046
info@RusticRiverFinds.com | www.RusticRiverFinds.com

20% o�  your purchase of $50.00 or more

Rustic River-6167_1

Fact!
You never 
know what 
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Out for a walk or a 
drive, you’ll never 
know what you’ll 

fi nd in Galena 
and Jo Daviess 

County. Reach new 
customers. Call 

815-777-0019 or visit 
GalenaGazette.com.

Out for a walk or a 
drive, you’ll never 
know what you’ll 

fi nd in Galena 
and Jo Daviess 

County. Reach new 
customers. Call 

815-777-0019 or visit 
GalenaGazette.com.
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Stay right on Main!
404 S Main St.

Galena, IL
815-777-3454

www.MAINSTINN.com
Poopsie’s-6491_1

815-777-1999   •   POOPSIES.cOm

ShOPPIng 
ExPErIEncE!!

A BEyOnd 
thE OrdInAry

402 S. mAIn St., 
gAlEnA

403 S. mAIn St., gAlEnA
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Our local hospital 
is  here for you.               

Emergency Medicine | Convenient Care

B o a r d - C e r t i f i e d                   
E m e r g e n c y               
M e d i c i n e       
P h y s i c i a n s                  
a v a i l a b l e               
2 4  h o u r s          
a  d a y . 1 Medical Center Drive                                                  

Galena, IL                                   
(815) 777-1340 
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8700 W. CHESTNUT MOUNTAIN RD. GALENA, IL 61036 | 800-397-1320
WWW.CHESTNUTMTN.COM | INFO@CHESTNUTMTN.COM

G A L E N A ,  I L L I N O I SG A L E N A ,  I L L I N O I S

YOUR FAMILY’S 
FOUR SEASON  
DESTINATION
RESERVATIONS:  
800.397.1320
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180 Main St • Dubuque, IA
Ph: 563.588.9600
www.VinnysDubuque.com

201 S. Main St • Galena, IL
Ph: 815.777.8100

www.VinnysGalena.com

180 Main St • Dubuque, IA
Ph: 563.588.9600
www.VinnysDubuque.com

NEW! Private Old World Hospitality Suites. 
Secure all-day hospitality suites just steps off  Galena’s Main Street. A place for your group 

to rest, relax, stow belongings/packages, and enjoy a private lunch and/or dinner.
Family Friendly • Group Menus • Self-serve Beverage Options

An Authentic Italian Dining Experience
Italian Specialties • Homemade Sauces • Pastas • Sandwiches • Salads • Garlic Bread

Gluten Free Options • Outstanding Wine & Beer Selection • Carry Out Available
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     Fettuccine Chicken Alfredo • Spaghetti & Meatballs • Baked Seafood Italiano • Pasta Ala Vinny      A
untie N

ancy’s M
anicotti • Veal Parm

igiano • D
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ncle Paulie’s B

aked Penne       Stuffed Shells • Chicken Marsala • Penne Chicken Romano • Spaghetti Olio • Pollo Compomare
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• •
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