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With 3 Locations Choice  Realty Has You Covered

VANESSA WALTERS
BROKER

937-631-8174

ANNE SADLER
DESIGNATED MANAGING

BROKER/OWNER
815-266-9162

LISA RADKE
MANAGING

BROKER
815-494-8965

JOSH LONGAMORE
MANAGING

BROKER
815-238-6031

MISTY HELGESON
BROKER

228-265-1694

WENDIE HORTON
BROKER

251-377-7250

ANDY KLEMMT 
BROKER

815-291-8911

GARY CONLON
MANAGING

BROKER
815-297-4915

SCOTT ETTLEMAN
BROKER

815-541-0975

MICHAEL FERRY
BROKER

815-990-9745

BOB DEMBSKI
BROKER

773-710-9682

GINGER EISBACH
BROKER

815-238-2939

324 Spring Street, Galena, IL
779-214-0461

444 Eagle Ridge Dr., Galena Territory 
815-777-3100

718 W Stephenson St, Freeport, IL
(815) 616-5311

ChoiceRealtyGalena.com
Like us on Facebook
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The Oldest Operating Hotel in Illinois—A Galena Landmark Since 1855

230 S. Main Street • Galena, IL • 815-777-0090 • 800-343-6562 
Check our website for packages, events and specials. 
 www.desotohouse.com            Visit Us on Facebook

DeSoto House Hotel

Nestled in the heart of downtown Galena, we offer 55 guest rooms, enclosed 
complimentary guest parking and all Galena has to offer just outside our 
front door. As you step into our lobby, you will see why this historic hotel 
has greeted such notable guests as Abraham Lincoln, Stephen A. Douglas 

and served as the campaign headquarters for Ulysses S. Grant.
The DeSoto House offers the finest wedding, banquet, and meeting facility in 
the area and the charm and history come at no extra charge. Join us for our 

self-guided historical walking tour and video.

In 1855 there was only one place to stay; we feel the same way today!

Generals’ Restaurant
Casual Evening Dining

Green Street Tavern
and Restaurant

For your favorite cocktails, 
casual snacks, sandwiches, 
salads, and dinner menu

from hand-cut steaks
to fresh seafood.

Green Street Tavern

Courtyard Restaurant
Serving Breakfast and Lunch

As you enjoy
our warm 

surroundings, 

take time to enjoy
one of our DeSoto 

House Restaurants.



Tammy’s

PRIME 
CUTS

YOUR BEST

FOR

YOUR BEST

CHOICE
Hand cut meats & seafoods

Liquor, Wine & craft beer
fresH bakery custom cakes

Biggest selection 
of craft beers and wine
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Party trays for 
every occasion
Party trays for Party trays for Party trays for 
every occasionevery occasionevery occasionevery occasion
Party trays for Party trays for Party trays for 
every occasionevery occasion

Best 
gaming 

in Galena

Unique cakes
for every event

997 Galena Square Dr.   815-777-1111
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GALENA’S CANOPY TOURS

HOLLOW
Call us today!
815-281-2853

ZIPLINE

CHALLENGE COURSE

Enjoy the outdoors on two guided treetop 

adventures. If you are a thrill seeker you will 

love our Canopy Tour. Our ziplines range 

from 190’ to 1,250’ with speeds up to 40 

mph! This course includes a UTV ride,           

6 ziplines, rappel, hike, SkyBridge, 

 and QuickJump.

If you want to push your limits you will want to conquer 

our Challenge Course! With 37 elements to choose from, 

at a variety of difficulty levels, there is something for 

everyone.Our Canopy Tour and Challenge Course are open 

to participants who are 10 years of age or older. The weight 

requirement for our tours is 70-250 pounds.

Long Hollow-4358_2
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Galena Gazette Publications, Inc. 

PO Box 319, Galena, IL 61036
815.777.0019

galenagazette.com

Publishers 
P. Carter Newton, Sarah Newton
Advertising manager Jay Dickerson
Editor Hillary Dickerson
Advertising representatives 
LeAnne Sharkey, Michael Jones
Editorial staff Emma Eaton, Brandon Behlke
Composition Kevin Engler
Front office Janet Shaw, Milly Jones
Delivery Jim Houtakker, Matt Jackson, Cindy Tegtmeyer

The Galenian, Galena’s official magazine, 
is owned by The Community Development 
Fund of Galena and published under contract 
with Galena Gazette Publications, Inc. 

The Galenian is published twice each year, 
in spring and late summer. 

For information about advertising, editorial 
content and deadlines, call 815-777-0019, 
email jdickerson@galgazette.com or fax 
815-777-3809. Information is also available 
at galenagazette.com and galenian.com. 

The Galenian travel guide is also available 
online at galenian.com. 

Neither Galena Gazette Publications, The 
Community Development Fund of Galena as 
agents, nor the printer, assumes financial 
liability for production errors in or non-
insertion of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. Dates 
and times of events listed are accurate as 
of the date of publication.

The Community Development Fund of 
Galena retains all rights to the use of The 
Galenian. 

Kayakers on the Galena River as 
crowds watch a Civil War 

reenactment from the levee. 
Photo by Jay Dickerson
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Check out The Galenian 
online at galenian.com
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TOURS, TASTINGS, GIFT SHOP
& SPECIALTY COCKTAIL BAR

9380 West US Highway 20, Galena, IL 
815-777-1000     www.BlaumBros.com
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9380 West US Highway 20, Galena, IL 
815-777-1000     www.BlaumBros.com

Galena for the win. 
Sorry, Kentucky.

Galena’s #1 Attraction
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GET OUT AND PLAY AT  
EAGLE RIDGE RESORT & SPA

Nestled among the 6,800 acres of rolling hills in The Galena Territory and seven 
miles from historic downtown Galena, Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa combines 
spectacular scenery with full-service amenities and activities for all occasions. 
With four championship golf courses, a world-class spa, fine and casual dining, 
hiking and biking on woodland trails, fishing and boating, hot-air ballooning, and 
more, there’s something for everyone. Plan your next intimate getaway, family 
fun, a grand celebration, or your next company retreat at Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa.
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adventure 
seekers

Long Hollow Canopy Tours 
3247 W Longhollow Road, Galena, 815-281-
2853, longhollowcanopytours.com. Embark on 
a 2.5-hour, completely guided zipline tour, where 
well-trained guides take groups of up to eight into 
the canopy of Tapley Woods. Also check out the 
high ropes challenge course to highlight the rolling 
hills and unique wildlife of this area. The course 
includes many classic challenge obstacles like a 
cargo net climb, a tightrope walk and a wooden 
bridge jump.
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Champagne on Main
116 S. Main St., Galena, 815-777-6007, 
champagneonmaingalena.com. Champagne 
on Main is a champagne bar with charcuterie 
boards and specialty cocktails. Sit back and 
relax on Main Street while trying out a taste 
of Galena. 

Chestnut Mountain Resort
8700 W Chestnut Mountain Road, Galena, 
800-397-1320, chestnutmtn.com. Take a drive 
into the country and you will find Chestnut 
Mountain Resort atop the hills where skiers 
and snowboarders enjoy their winter sports. 
The hills are still filled with adventure as the 
Alpine Slide takes over in the warmer months. 
Race down 2,050 feet of tailored track on a sled 
to the banks of the Mississippi on the ride of 
your life. A ski lift whisks you back to the top 
of the mountain where a gorgeous panoramic 
view of the Mississippi River valley is unveiled. 
Also try out the Soaring Eagle Zipline, Segway 
tours and mini golf.

General Grant Walking Tour
DeSoto House Hotel, 230 S Main St, Galena, 
815-777-9129. Join General Grant, portrayed 
by Bob Buman, for a one-hour walk down 
Galena’s historic Main Street. Tours are con-
ducted every Saturday at 10 am and noon, 
May through October. Pet-friendly and runs 
rain or shine.

Haunted Galena
304 S Main St, Galena, 815-990-7203, haunt-
edgalenatourcompany.com. The Haunted 
Galena Tour Company offers participants a 
glimpse into the past. The tour covers most 
of Main Street, starting at Haunted Galena’s 
companion store, A Darkness Lovely, and wrap-
ping up at the DeSoto House Hotel, with many 
haunted spots along the way. The old jail, the 
Dowling House and the Old Market House are 
just some of the stops.

Hoof It Goat Treks
616 S Devil’s Ladder Road, Galena, 563-663-
6944, hoofit-galena.com. It’s all about the fun, 
the laughter and pure joy of walking with goats 
through native prairies and forest. Lace up your 

shoes and get ready to hoof it! All guides, a.k.a. 
trekkers, have an inherent knowledge of the 
land and the animals. They have grown up on 
the property, raised their families there and are 
excited to share it with you. Join a wine trek, 
book a bonfire trek or enjoy live music around 
the fire after hoofing it.

All About a Ghost Tour
230 S Main St, Galena, 815-777-9252. By day, 
Steve Repp works at the Galena Public Library, 
combing through historical documents and 
newspaper clippings. But by night, he prowls 
the streets of downtown Galena–giving ghost 
tours. Enjoy the perfect mix of “History and 
Mystery” on Repp’s All About a Ghost Tour. 
The walking tour takes participants through 
the downtown.

P.T. Murphy Magic
204 Hill St, Galena, 779-214-0035, ptmur-
phy.com. Galena’s #1 attraction-Trip Advisor 
2013 and 2014. The setting for this intimate 
encounter with illusion is P.T. Murphy’s private 
24-seat theater located in the heart of historic 
downtown. Matinee and evening performances 
available. Call for show times.

Scent Workshop
307 S Main St, Galena, 309-530-9786, 
scentworkshop.com. The Scent Workshop is a 
fragrance studio where guests experience the art 
of French perfumery to make custom scented 
candles, perfumes, colognes, diffusers and 
more. This is an all-age workshop experience 
during which guests learn to layer fragrance to 
create their own scent and transform it into an 
item of choice. The Scent Workshop experience 
is perfect for date nights, birthdays, bachelor-
ette and wedding parties or family gatherings. 
Scent is the first thing someone notices, and 
the last thing they forget, so come create some 
memories.

Belvedere Mansion
1008 Park Ave, 815-777-0747, belveder-
emansionandgardens.com. Built in 1857, 
the Belvedere has been considered the finest 
mansion in Galena. Tour the elegant interior 
and landscaped gardens. Open for tours May-
November. 

Jo Daviess Conservation 
Foundation

Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation offers 
many different relaxing places to visit. From 
hiking at Rutherford Refuge to taking in the 
views at Horseshoe Mound, there are many 
places to have a minute to yourself. 

Shenandoah Riding Center
200 N Brodrecht Rd, Galena, 815-777-9550, 
thegalenaterritory.com. A little bit of everything 
for horse lovers. There are trail rides, pony 
parties, riding lessons, wagon rides, lead lines 
and more at this facility. The location in The 
Galena Territory makes it the perfect spot to 
take in the beauty of the area on scenic trail 
rides. Fun for all ages. 

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa
444 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, 815-777-5000, ea-
gleridge.com. Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa offers 
fun in the warmer months with golf and other 
activities. There are 22 miles of hiking and bik-
ing trails to explore. Go cross-country skiing, 
ice skating, and explore the winter outdoors. 
Those ready for more adventure can check out 
the Shenandoah Riding Center. 

Blaum Bros. Distillery
9380 US 20, Galena, 815-777-1000, blaum-
bros.com. Come to the distillery for a com-
prehensive look at the art of distilling. From 
the distillation area, to the barrel room, to the 
tasting room and cocktail bar, you will take 
a journey through the entire process of how 
Blaum Bros. spirits are hand-crafted in historic 
Galena. Take a tour to touch, taste and feel 
the ingredients that make the spirits unique! 
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Find it
The Grateful 
Gourmet has 
been a fixture 
on Galena’s 
Main Street 
for almost 
25 years. It’s 
located at 204 
N. Main St.

Grateful
Gourmet

by Emma Eaton

Almost 25 years ago, Kimberly Thompson 
recognized a trend: cooking as a hobby. Niche 
kitchen stores were up-and-coming, so Thompson 

acted quickly and started her business, The Grateful 
Gourmet Co., in downtown Galena.

“I wanted to be my own boss, but I also saw the 
need for it around here,” Thomp-
son said. “I had an instinct that 
cooking would really explode, and 
it has.”

Thompson graduated from the 
University of Iowa and found her 
love for cooking while working for 
a catering company in college. The 
Davenport, Iowa, native moved to 
Galena and opened The Grateful 
Gourmet Co. in 1998. Her store, 
located at 204 N. Main St., sells 
everything from bakeware to drink-
ware to cutlery, kitchen gadgets and 
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‘It’s not just pots and pans.  
It’s so much more: coffees, teas, 
fun gift items, local products.’

      «  «  «  «  «  «  «  «

chai tea. Thompson said she takes pride in 
the store’s extensive, fun inventory.

“I love that this is not a typical ‘sterile’ 
kitchen store,” Thompson said. “It’s not 
boring in the least. I’m always on the hunt 
for cool, unusual, unique products.”

Currently, coffee and tea ware are The 
Grateful Gourmet’s most popular items. 
Thompson said she has noticed more men 
visiting her store because they learned how 
to cook during the pandemic, and they 
are even asking for products she has never 
carried before. Kitchen shows and channels 
like Food Network help propel the home-
cooking and kitchen supplies industry, 
Thompson said.

“It’s not just pots and pans,” Thompson 
said. “It’s so much more: coffees, teas, fun 
gift items, local products.”

Besides its diverse selection of prod-
ucts, The Grateful Gourmet Co. offers a 
complete customer experience. Shoppers 
can speak with knowledgeable, passionate 
staff and receive direct assistance on the 
floor. Thompson said she has a staff that 
has stuck with her forever, and excellent 
customer service is a byproduct.

The Grateful Gourmet Co. has grown 
dramatically since its inception. It has 
two entire floors filled with kitchen and 
tabletop items, including a sale room on 
the second floor. The Grateful Gourmet is 
open seven days a week, and its prices are 
competitive with big name stores.

“I hope to be here for a lot longer,” 
Thompson said. “I have a lot of great ideas 
planned, and I want to continue to grow. 
I never get complacent. I’ll stay out on the 
floor of the store, right in the thick of it.”

During the winter months, she orga-
nized a gift box program and completely 
remodeled the store. Thompson is always 
striving to improve and expand The 
Grateful Gourmet Co. Running her own 
business and controlling her fate is a luxury 
she does not take for granted. It has its 
flaws and obstacles, but Thompson said she 

would not have it any other way.
“Meeting new people, all the time … 

creating the way I want,” Thompson said. 
“It’s always a wild ride. Sometimes it’s 
really scary, but sometimes it’s just really 
awesome.”



2022 Spring/Summer Galenian      15

Get Outdoors & Enjoy Nature...
with the  Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation

JDCF is a member-supported non-profit 
whose mission is to preserve and steward 
land and water for the lasting well-being of 
all people and wildlife. 

JDCF owns 7 beautiful nature preserves that 
are open to the public for hiking, wildlife 
viewing, and picnicking such as community 
favorites Casper Bluff and Horseshoe Mound. 
No tax dollars are used for the acquisition, 
restoration, or maintenance of JDCF 
properties.  We currently have over 1,000 
acres open to the public to enjoy outdoor 
activities for FREE. We also host a series of 
educational and recreational events for 
people of all ages. 

For a list of preserves, upcoming events, and 
volunteer opportunities, visit www.jdcf.org.  

info@jdcf.org ~ 815-858-9100
View from the Spiroff Overlook at 
Horseshoe Mound Preserve
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by Emma Eaton

The Driftless Region is characterized by rolling hills, 
diverse wildlife and natural beauty. Driving, hiking 
and biking through and around Galena is gorgeous, no 

doubt, but have you ever seen it from a kayaker’s perspective?
Steve and Susan Barg are avid kayakers on the Galena 

and Mississippi rivers. They lived in Chicago for years and 
started canoeing and kayaking on Lake Michigan and the 
Des Plaines River before moving to Galena in 2013. As a 
teenager, Steve was inspired by the adventurous river tales of 
Huckleberry Finn and eventually became a certified canoe 
instructor who taught canoeing and led multiple canoe trips.

“I’ve always liked being on water …” Steve said. “I really 
enjoyed being on moving water and the challenge of that. It’s 
a great outdoor experience, different from hiking on a trail or 
biking.”

Within the past 20 years, the Bargs began to prefer kayak-
ing over canoeing. Kayaking does not require a partner, and 

one can take full ownership for actions and outcomes. 
Kayaks are also lightweight and easy to maneuver. Susan 
said she likes having her own boat because that way she 
is not forced to depend on others.

“I enjoy kayaking because of the solitude and free-
dom to go whenever you want,” Susan said.

Steve recognized his wife’s passion for kayaking and 
the independence it brings, so he gifted her a labor of love 

that amounted to around 400 hours of work–a handmade 
kayak. He built it with his friend, experienced woodworker 

One with nature

FYI
To find maps that include 

the kayak and canoe launches 
along the Galena and Mississippi 

Rivers, turn to the back of the 
publication. Maps are found 

on pages 102-109.
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and kayaker Ted Harms, and learned mostly from watching.
It was an amazing experience, Steve said, and required a lot of 

laborious evenings and weekends. The kayak was constructed from 
marine-grade plywood which makes it very light for a wooden boat. 
It weighs 34 pounds and is easy to lift, rides, turns and performs well. 
Steve described the kayak as “a sports car in the water” because it is so 
responsive. He added some gold leaf shaped as the cancer zodiac sym-
bol of a crab. The cancer sign represents both his birthday’s astrological 
sign as well as his experience having cancer. In summer 2019, Steve 
gave the kayak to Susan.

“About halfway through I realized I was building it for Susan,” Steve 
said. “I knew she would really enjoy it.”

Steve said the beaming look on Susan’s face was the most rewarding 
part of the process. She uses the beautiful wooden kayak quite often 
in the summer and receives questions and comments from others on 
the river wondering where she got it. Since her handmade kayak is 
of sports car caliber, the Bargs are selective with how it is used. The 
Galena River provides the perfect terrain–flat, deep, muddy and not 
too rocky or rough. Susan said she enjoys kayaking that particular river 
because it’s smaller, and the kayak/canoe access has great parking and 
is convenient. There are kayak/canoe launches located on both sides of 
the Galena River at Depot Park near the heart of downtown.

“I like the diversity, and you can start locally, park the car,” Susan 
said. “There’s not a strong current and so much wildlife and beautiful 
scenery. You can go north or south for miles.”

She usually kayaks for a couple hours once a week or every other 
week with her husband or a small group of friends. While on the Ga-
lena River, she has seen eagles, ducks, other shorebirds and turtles. 

Steve agreed and said the river makes him feel remote and incon-
spicuous. He has seen cows, deer, beavers, muskrats, otters and birds, 
but very few people.

“It’s very peaceful and quiet and far away from the road,” Susan 
said. “You hear the trains, but there is something soothing about that. I 
just think it’s fascinating, even the foliage and the lily pads. It’s a whole 
different world in a wetland area.”

Kayaking is a great way to view the region’s landscape from a differ-
ent perspective, Steve said. It is relaxing, safe and can provide a bit of 
adventure to family gatherings. Beautiful outcroppings and bluffs hide 
behind bends, and the scenery varies season-to-season.

“You are propelling the boat but also the water is moving you,” 
Steve said. “You’re never sure what’s going to be around the next corner 
… it just sort of unfolds in front of you.”

The Bargs recommend three routes for people to kayak or canoe: 
from the kayak/canoe launch in Galena to the Mississippi River and 
back; Blanding Landing to Chestnut Mountain and back; Buckhill 
Road to the kayak/canoe launch.

“It’s an experience that’s available and accessible,” Susan said. “It 
takes you out on the water, out into nature, and you can walk there 
in minutes. It’s a wonderful alternative for visitors and a wonderful 
offering this town has.”
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“THE HIGHLIGHT OF OUR GALENA TRIP” 
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Haunted Galena

Performed in a true storytelling format, we will lead you through  
the streets of historic Galena by candlelight. Wednesday-Sunday evenings.the streets of historic Galena by candlelighighi t. Wednesday-Ssday-Ssda unday nday nda evenings.

Visit 3 of Galena’s most haunted establishments and hear their stories of 
ghostly inhabitants! Price includes 3 Specialty Drinks, it’s a Haunted Happy Hour!

 SaturdaysYear-Round 4:00 PM

GALENA’S #1
GHOST TOUR

Haunted Galena-6221_2
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- Tour Tickets
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- Embroidery
- Cross Stitch
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- kits
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- Project Bags

304 S. Main Street, Galena         Hauntedgalena.com
Home of the Haunted Galena Tour Company

featuring...

Hauntingly Chic. 
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by Emma Eaton

Outside the Lines Art Gallery has something for everyone. 
Since 2003, Outside the Lines has stayed true to its 
mission: offering quality, handmade items at affordable 

prices.
Stormy Mochal opened the gallery’s first location 

in Dubuque, Iowa, with business partner Connie 
Twining. The pair met while working at the 
now-closed Rocco Buda, a non-profit gallery. 
Outside the Lines originally operated in a 
small space that was adjoined to a coffee 
shop. Mochal was 27 years old at the time, 

and she’s glad she took the plunge, she said.
“She (Twining) and I actually came over to 

Galena one day for an artist demo at one of the 
galleries,” Mochal said. “I told her about my idea…and decided 
that we were going to try it.”

Mochal and Twining continued to operate their gallery in 
the coffee shop space for just over two years before they had an 
opportunity to expand. Outside the Lines moved to a larger 
building down the street, added more artists and art shows 
every other month. In 2018, the gallery moved once more in 
Dubuque, this time to its present location at 1101 Main St. 
Mochal and Twining opened a second store in 2014, at 101 

S. Main St., Galena. The Galena location allowed Outside the 
Lines to add even more artists to its inventory, including more 
Illinois-based artists.

Currently, the gallery has been busier than ever, and Mochal 
is buying Twining out of her share of the business so Twining 
can officially retire. Mochal has three employees who assist her. 
She said Outside the Lines prides itself on knowing the artists 
personally. This helps Mochal and her employees correctly 
describe each artist’s products and processes.

“Primarily we select the artists by going to shows, art fairs, 
wholesale shows …” Mochal said. “I find sometimes when we 
hand pick … that we seem to do better with them because we 
have a lot of experience doing this. We know what our custom-
ers are going to like and what price points are going to sell.”

Mochal is an artist herself, but she has been too caught up in 
managing the gallery to create any new work. She said she hopes 
to get back in the studio when things slow down. Since the pan-
demic, inventory restock and refresh has been almost constant. 
Managing time and people are the most difficult aspects of run-
ning the gallery, Mochal said.

“I think the challenging parts are just working with so many 
different individual people, not just all the artists, which we 
have 150,” Mochal said. “It’s keeping track of ‘who we need 
work from, how long is it going to take to get it’ and then also 

Outside 
the lines

Thinking

Explore!
Outside the Lines Gallery 

is located at 101 S. Main St., 
Galena. Call 815-776-

9166 or visit otlag.
com.

      «  «  «  «  «  «  «  «
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Market Bakery

Smell the Goodness!
   vSweet Breads 
   vSavory Breads
   vCinnamon Rolls 
   vCookies vPies 
        v  Brownies 
        vCoffee & More!

119 S. Main   Galena, IL
815-776-0473

Market BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket BakeryMarket Bakery
Breads vPiesvCookies & More

Fresh Daily
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keeping track of employees.”
Despite having two locations, space is 

still limited. Outside the Lines is look-
ing for specific qualities when it searches 
for artists. Mochal and her team will also 
review portfolio submissions via email 
every so often.

“Number one, we’re looking for good, 
quality craftsmanship,” Mochal said. 
“Also, the price point. We have to be 
able to find that spot…We’re also look-
ing for follow-through with artists. We 
want them to have a decent amount of 
work that we can get on a regular basis.”

Outside the Lines also finds artists 
through friends, other gallery owners 
and artists, word of mouth and even 
from travelers shopping in the galleries. 
The gallery also has a successful online 
store. Portfolios come mostly from 
painters due to the limited wall space.

“We’ve worked with a lot of the same 
painters for years,” Mochal said. “I know 
we have one that has been with us since 
we opened.”

Jamie Heiden is the gallery’s best-
selling artist. She is a photographer who 
takes her photos to the next level using 
multiple photographic layers to create a 
finished product. Mochal said post office 
door banks have also been flying off the 
shelves. Two of Mochal’s employees are 
artists who sell their work at Outside the 
Lines to make a little extra money.

She said she wants visitors and cus-
tomers to feel comfortable shopping in 
the gallery, maybe buying a smaller and 

more affordable item one time and then 
splurging on a larger piece of wall art the 
next time. 

Gallery dog Eddie greets customers 
when they walk in and emphasizes the 
gallery’s welcoming atmosphere.

“I want people to come here and look 
around, soak in a little bit of calmness 
and some beauty, maybe pet the dog …” 
Mochal said. “I want to give people that 
overall experience, not just for my store, 
but so they come back to Galena.”

Mochal said she hopes to open a 
small sculptural area in the outside 
courtyard behind the Galena gallery. 
The courtyard has immense potential, 
especially during warmer months. Most 
importantly, Mochal wants to create an 
enjoyable, pleasant experience for visi-
tors, she said.

“I want people to know we care that 
they are here in Galena,” Mochal said. 
“Because we wouldn’t be here without 
them.”

While Galena is known for its Chica-
goan weekenders, Mochal said she meets 
tourists from all over the country. Locals 
visit the store as well, and she has gotten 
to know some local regulars, but one of 
her favorite parts of owning the gallery 
is meeting new people and hearing their 
stories.

“I meet people from all over, and 
when I start talking to them, asking 
questions about where they’re from, I 
learn so much,” Mochal said. “It makes 
the job more enjoyable.”
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Pants Clothing • Heebies Jeebies 
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Squishables • & much more

TOY STORE & LEARNING CENTER
313 S. Main St., Galena, IL 61036
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Experience the rich history of Galena on your smart phone! You can visit Galena virtually 
from your own home as well as take and customize your own self-guided driving and 
walking tours while you’re in town! 

Pre-Designed Tours • New! Ghost Legends • Download the App and Explore Galena!
Over 290 locations that include U.S. Grant’s pre-Civil War home, Turner Hall, Market House, Old Stockade, 

Coatsworth Building, DeSoto House Hotel, Washburne House, Blacksmith Shop, Belvedere Mansion, The 
Dowling House, the Old Central School and many more historic houses, churches, and downtown Galena 

buildings.

Download the
app now at:

Over 290 locations that include U.S. Grant’s pre-Civil War home, Turner Hall, Market House, Old Stockade, 
Coatsworth Building, DeSoto House Hotel, Washburne House, Blacksmith Shop, Belvedere Mansion, The 

Dowling House, the Old Central School and many more historic houses, churches, and downtown Galena 
buildings.

Galena’s first
& only tour aPP!
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Galena Clay Works, 704 Dewey Ave.

Janet Checker Studio, 115 S High St.
 

Pinder Pottery and Gallery, 236 N Main St.

Skidmore Art Gallery, 319 S Main St.

Galena Spoon Co., 201 Hill St.

Stone House Pottery & Gallery, 418 Spring St.

Dejawood, 121 N Main St.

Seagraves Sculpture, 3522 S Ebys Mill Rd.

Eshelman Pottery, 238 N Main St.

Stoned Art Studio, 284 N Snipe Hollow Rd.

Marie’s Wood Carving, 106 S Main St.

Northwest Designs Glass, 13493 E Blair Hill Rd.

Woodbine Glass Museum, 3799 E Woodbine St..

Plenty of chances to see something unique!
GALLERIES

Galena Center For The Arts
971 Gear St, Galena, 779-214-0261. The 

Galena Center for the Arts is a non-profit elevat-
ing and celebrating regional arts. galenacenter-
forthearts.com

Hello Galena!
121 N Commerce St, Galena, 815-777-

1448. Hello Galena! offers unique gifts and 
artwork for all ages made entirely by Jo Daviess 
County artists. hellogalena.org

Outside The Lines Gallery
101 S Main St, Galena, 815-776-9166. 

Owned by Stormy Mochal, it features hand-
made items from over 140 artists. otlag.com

West Street Sculpture Park
620 S West St, Galena 815-777-9591. The 

West Street Sculpture Park offers the opportu-
nity to take a stroll through a park while enjoy-
ing large, welded metal sculptures made by artist 
John Martinson. weststreetsculpturepark.com

River Bend Gallery
815-281-9199. Geoffrey Mikol is a photog-

rapher who owns River Bend Gallery with his 
family. riverbendgalleries.com

ElizabethGalena Stockton

Woodbine
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Bread & Vine-7334_1

wine bar    cocktails    epicurean specialties    french pastries
visit our website for updated information: breadandvinebakery.com

located in 
historic, 
downtown 
galena, il

217 S. Main St.

815.402.2100

summer hours
wed 9a -9p
thur 9a -9p
fri      9a -10p
sat    9a -10p
sun   9a -9p
mon  9a -9p
tue    closed

breakfast     lunch    dinner
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975 Galena Square, Galena IL
OPEN Daily: Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm 

Fri. & Sat. 11am - 11pm, Sun. 11am - 9pm

$400 off
Your entire purchase 

of $25 or more
Limit one (1) coupon per visit. Dine in Only. 
Excludes Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays. 

Not valid with any other offer. Tax and 
Gratuity not included. Not valid on drink 

specials. Expires 09/08/2022

Mexican Restaurant

Complimentary 
Chips & Salsa
with Lunch or 
Dinner Order

100 Original
Family Recipes 
� Over

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN ENTREES
DAIly lUNCH & DINNER SpECIAlS
CARRy-oUT AlwAyS AvAIlAblE

Come Visit Mexico in Galena!

LOTS
 OF PARKING
in the Area! Voted Best Mexican Restaurant

in the  Tri-States for more than 12 years!

www.losaztecasdbqgalenawis.com

Special DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial Draft

    1: 975 Galena Square, Galena, IL
(815) 777-9066

      2: 2700 Dodge Street, Dubuque, IA 
        (563) 584-0212

        3: 2345 NW Arterial, Dubuque, IA 
                                  (563) 583-5026

                  4: 634 S. Marquette
                     Rd., Prairie du Chien, WI 

                                    (608) 326-1988

Special DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial DraftSpecial Draft

   Wed. Lime   
  Margarita

  12 oz.  $199

  Lunch     

  Margarita

     $1 99 Daily

   lime  only  Dubuqu e on l y 
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by Emma Eaton

Stonedrift Spa is the ultimate haven for relaxation and 
rejuvenation. Located at Eagle Ridge in Galena’s secluded 
countryside, the 6,000-square-foot facility features 10 private 

treatment rooms including a Vichy shower wet treatment room.
The full-service spa boasts a halotherapy treatment unit and 

hydrafacial machine which are rare for the area. 
According to Stonedrift Spa manager Abbi Porter, halotherapy is 

a relatively new science that uses salt to detoxify and improve one’s 

A new look for 
Stonedrift
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Note: The road 
that circles Apple 

Canyon Lake 
is called Apple 

Canyon Rd.

* Marks the Clubhouse 
Recreation Core and 
the Cove Restaurant

Note: The road 
that circles Apple 

Canyon Lake 
is called Apple 

Canyon Rd.

* Marks the Clubhouse 
Recreation Core and 
the Cove Restaurant

The Cove is located on the 
shore of Apple Canyon 

Lake. Featuring a relaxing 
casual atmosphere with a 
menu offering a variety 
of entrees sure to please everyone. Take a scenic drive 

through the countryside and visit us soon!
14A158 Canyon Club Drive , APPLE RIVER Il. 61001

815.492.0277

Check out our Facebook page @cajunjacks

Open daily for lunch and dinner
1336 Hwy. 20 W. Elizabeth, IL. 815-858-3535

Serving All 

your Favorite 

Beverages

Cajun Jack’s/Cove-6506_2

Cove Gift Certificates
Available At Cajun Jack’s
Wed, Thu & Sun 11 am-8 pm | Fri-Sat 11 am-9 pm | Closed Mon & Tue

Follow us on Facebook For updated InFormatIon

Now serving 
breakfast 
Saturdays

and Sundays!
Open at 8am

breathing. A Hydrafacial is a non-invasive skin resurfacing treat-
ment that exfoliates, extracts and suctions out dead skin cells. 

Porter said the spa’s most requested service is a basic Swedish 
massage, hands down. Couples’ massages are also popular. 

Several of the highly-trained, licensed 
massage therapists have been with Stone-
drift Spa since it opened 16 years ago. 
The spa also offers custom-tailored mas-
sages, facials, energy therapies and men’s 
and junior’s services. There is a semi-
private nail suite, multiple steam rooms 
and a spa boutique. Guests can bundle 
services and find the Signature Stonedrift 
Spa Package that appeals to them.

At the urging of regular clients and 
guests alike, Stonedrift Spa is expanding. 
Eagle Ridge is gutting the old Country 
Store building to create a full-service 

salon and barbershop. Porter said there was demand for a barber-
shop in the Galena area. The spa has a heavy regular clientele, so 
an expansion was desired and needed. The new building will be 
completed in May or June.

Porter said the expansion will only enhance what Eagle Ridge 
already does best: provide a complete resort experience that makes 
guests feel like they are in another world. At Eagle Ridge, visitors 
can golf on state-of-the-art courses, dine at fabulous restaurants, 
unwind at Stonedrift Spa, and much more.

“Eagle Ridge is known as that Midwest destination …” Porter 
said. “We’re a full-service resort, which means you don’t have to 
leave. That is what sets us apart.”

Go relax!
Stonedrift Spa is 
located at Eagle 
Ridge Resort 
& Spa, 444 
Eagle Ridge Dr., 
Galena. To learn 
more, call 815-
776-5772 or visit 
eagleridge.com.
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F rank O’Dowd’s Pub & Grill at the 
Irish Cottage in Galena has under-
gone a bit of a transformation with 

new outdoor seating, an expanded kitchen 
and a revamped menu. 

Guests to the venue this spring and 
summer will be able to enjoy some fresh 
air while listening to live music–weather 
permitting, of course–on the deck over-
looking the scenic landscape. There will 
be sun canopies to keep the ray at bay 
and heat lamp poles for use when it’s a bit 
brisk. 

The deck addition, with outdoor bar 
games, adds 80 seats to the venue. It’s 
ready for wedding rehearsal dinners, other 
larger events and cocktail hours. 

“The idea is to not only expand the 
restaurant but try to help Galena generate 
more of a night life,” said Joshua Roberts, 
food and beverage manager, who is look-
ing at the restaurant with a fresh perspec-
tive.

Roberts is hop-
ing to team with 
local vendors, such 
as Blaum Bros. 
Distillery, Lena 
Brewing Company 
and others, during 
the months ahead for special events.

With construction completed in early 
March, the goal was to be up and running 
for St. Patrick’s Day weekend, a chance to 
showcase the new digs and welcome guests 
to the updated pub atmosphere.

Roberts brings 17 years of experience as 
a chef, making the kitchen is primary fo-
cus since assuming his new role in March 
2021. 

Frank O’Dowd’s opened in 2003 with 
the inn and suites. This is the first major 
renovation to take place since that time, 
according to Krystle Hewitt, general man-

ager. Thursday evening entertainment 
through the summer will feature local 
artists, while the Friday and Saturday 
evening performers will be Irish-focused 
musicians. 

In addition to the surroundings, the 
more culinary-focused menu will grab 
attention, too. For Easter, Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day and other special occasions, 
Frank O’Dowd’s will offer an upscale 
brunch with action stations as Irish music 
plays in the background. 

Chef Froylan Kruz brings a great deal 
of experience to the kitchen and is excited 
to prepare and plate the new dishes. A 
glance down the menu features a bit of 
everything from Scotch eggs and poutine 
to fresh salads and soups, pub sandwiches 
and traditional entrées such as pub fish 
and chips, fried chicken and stout gravy, 
shepherd’s pie, corned beef and much 
more. 

With the focus on the food, Roberts 
explained, everything is prepared in-
house, right down to the sauces. The qual-
ity is definitely the priority, while the set-
ting remains casual and non-intimidating. 

The goal is to deliver food and service 
that guests would expect at a high-end res-
taurant, Roberts noted. The Irish Cottage 
Inn & Suites and Frank O’Dowd’s Pub & 
Grill are located at 9853 U.S. 20, Galena. 
Visit theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com or 
call 866-284-7474.

Irish Cottage
food at its finest

Irish Cottage
food at its finest



Wickless soy 
& traditional 

candles created 
at Galena

Main Street 
business

114 S. Main St., Galena, IL. 61036 (815) 776-0811
Home of Finley Grace Wickless Soy Candles

It’s been 13 
years since 
Bill and Patti 

Murphy began 
searching for a way 
to raise money for 
their now 16-year-
old grand-

daughter’s 
trust fund. 
Finley Grace 
was born with a rare and incurable 
genetic deficiency called Cri du Chat 
syndrome, or 5P minus for short. 
Their perfect business opportunity 
turned out to be in the form of a 
scented Wickless Soy Candle.
Launching the business in 2008, 

the Murphys began manufacturing the air 
fresheners in a 

room on the 
second floor 
of their store, 

At Home in 
Galena.

Nearly 1500 
highly scented 

Wickless Soy Candles 
can be poured in one 
day. The small tins of 

soy wax “super saturated” with fragrance will cover 200 square 
feet of space and give off a delightful scent for up to 15 weeks. At 
any given time there are 50-60 different fragrances displayed on 

the first floor of the store. 
The Murphys also sell Finley 
Grace products through 
over 500 retail outlets 
mostly in the Midwest and 
have been able to network 
and market their products 
for fundraisers all over 
the United States with 

customers who visit their Galena store.
Finley Grace Promotions continues to develop new product 

lines. Nonny’s Lifestyle line is the latest complete line addition with 
candles, soaps, travel candles, body butter, lotions, liquid soaps 
and shower gels. . .all produced with 
essential oils.

Stop in to see the ever-
expanding lines we offer. 

At Home in Galena--1698_3

At Home in Galena owners, Bill 
and Patti Murphy, launched 
Finley Grace, a wickless soy 
candle business in 2009, 
as a way to raise funds for 
their granddaughter, Finley 
Grace, who has a rare and 
incurable genetic disorder. 
The business has taken 
off, and now Finley Grace 
products are sold across the 
country.

searching for a way searching for a way 

I
Murphy began 
searching for a way 
to raise money for 
their now 16-year-
old grand-

daughter’s 
trust fund. 
Finley Grace 

the Murphys began manufacturing the air 

I
Murphy began 
searching for a way 
to raise money for 
their now 16-year-
old grand-

daughter’s 
trust fund. 
Finley Grace 

the Murphys began manufacturing the air 
fresheners in a 

room on the 
second floor 
of their store, 

At Home in 
Galena.

Nearly 1500 
highly scented 

Wickless Soy Candles 
can be poured in one 
day. The small tins of 

fresheners in a fresheners in a 
room on the 

At Home in 
Galena.

Nearly 1500 
highly scented 

Wickless Soy Candles 
can be poured in one 
day. The small tins of 

...it’s all about FAMILY!

Finley is cooking up 
something new...
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C hris and Resa Larson were ready for 
a change. They were staying at the 
Lamberson Guest House for their an-

niversary, sitting on its front porch overlook-
ing Galena, when they realized the bed and 
breakfast was for sale. The prospect of moving 
to Galena and owning the property seemed 
like it was meant to be. Chris had retired from 
his corporate position in Minnesota, and the 
couple loved Galena’s historic charm. 

The Larsons took over the Lamberson Guest 
House and became its 10th owners in Septem-
ber 2020. It has been smooth sailing ever since. 

“All the stars lined up,” Resa said.
The Larsons did a few cosmetic updates, 

but the business was pretty turnkey when they 
purchased it, Resa said. The previous owners, 
Michelle and the late Brian Heurung, com-
pleted most of the current major renovations 
during their tenure. The Heurungs were the 
ones who renamed the mansion “Lamberson 
Guest House’’ to honor its original occupants. 
In 1870, David Lamberson purchased land and 
built the mansion for his wife, Elizabeth, and 
four children, George, Jessie, Mary and Maud. 
Today, the four guest rooms are named after 

Charmed 
by home’s history

Larsons are 
new owners 
of Lamberson 
Guest House
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the Lamberson women, while the coffee sta-
tion is named after George. 

David Lamberson originated from 
Keokuk, Iowa, but moved to Galena in the 
late 1850s. He learned the photography trade 
and opened a gallery at 167 Main St. (pres-
ently 100 S. Main St., above the VFW). 

By 1860, he was advertising “Photographs 
of the city of Galena” in the Galena Daily 
Advertiser. He then began a partnership with 
his wife Elizabeth’s brother, J.E. James, called 
Lamberson & James. The pair carried on 
an extensive business advertising the most 
up-to-date photographs, including many 
stereoview photos of scenery, residences and 
public buildings. Lamberson & James pho-
tographed Ulysses S. Grant in his younger 
years. 

David and Lizzie sold their home to 
Henry and Anna Wallace in 1875 and moved 
to Chicago. Henry owned a men’s clothing 
store located at 100 N. Main (today’s Kandy 
Kitchen). The Wallaces lived in the Lamber-
son home for 50 years, raising four children, 
entertaining and hosting their daughters’ 
grand wedding receptions in the formal din-
ing room and library.

“The personal touch is something people 

continue to say,” Resa said. “They feel it’s 
like ‘coming home to their home away from 
home,’ and the location is perfect.”

Sitting atop 113 S. Prospect St., the man-
sion welcomes guests with an Italianate-style 
porch, hand-carved leaded glass doors and a 
spectacular view of downtown Galena below. 
Original carved woodwork, pine floors, tiled 
fireplace, gas lights and leaded windows allow 
guests to travel back in time and appreci-
ate a well-maintained piece of history. Each 
guest room has its own personality, whether 
that be bright sunlight shining in through 
the windows, a peaceful reading nook or a 
breathtaking view.

“We meet amazing people,” Resa said. 
“The first week we opened we had a great 
group…and then the next weekend they 
were the same way. It didn’t take long to 
figure out this is a very people-oriented busi-
ness. We’ve developed a lot of friendships.”

Chris said they received Christmas cards 
from various guests who they now consider 
family. Repeat customers are common, as 
the bed and breakfast provides a unique 
combination of history and modernness, 
friendliness and cleanliness, warmth and el-
egance. The Larsons even display a scrapbook 

containing photos of the house’s evolution 
over the years. 

“People really want the old charm with 
updated conveniences, and I think we offer 
that,” Resa said.

Throughout the spring and summer, 
the Lamberson Guest House hosts girls’ 
getaway weekends, golf weekends, garden-
ing weekends, along with supporting the 
plethora of wonderful festivals Galena has to 
offer, the Larsons said. The bed and breakfast 
is within walking distance from the heart of 
downtown, and the Larsons can help guests 
arrange reservations and give activity recom-
mendations. 

“When the weather is nice, we have a 
beautiful outdoor courtyard,” Chris said. 
“We have seating out there, and we’ll have a 
happy hour.”

Along with the outdoor courtyard happy 
hour, the guest house features a three-course 
candlelight breakfast from Resa, second-floor 
coffee bar, 24-hour homemade cookies and 
a complimentary wine and cheese reception 
daily. Visitors can book their stay at lam-
bersonguesthouse.com, email stay@lamber-
songuesthouse.com or call 779-214-0889 for 
details.

Above: Chris and Resa 
Larson are the new own-
ers of the Lamberson 
Guest House. At right: 
David Lamberson, who 
built the home, was a 
photographer in Galena. 
The photograph is of 
U.S. Grant and bears the 
“Lamberson & James” 
marking.
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NEWEARTHANIMALS.COM
TWO LOCATIONS IN GALENA!

224 South Main St., Galena
815-994-3647

DOGA CLASSESDOGA CLASSES

Dog Hotel/Daycare/Grooming
Toys, Supplies & Apparel
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by Emma Eaton

V isitors will find home decor, women’s apparel, jewelry, 
personalized signs, cookware and more at the downtown 
Galena shops, Something Special and Wooden Wardrobe. 

Laurie Digman opened Wooden Wardrobe in 1996 and Some-
thing Special in 2011. 

Wooden Wardrobe is a women’s clothing store known for its 
novelty items like trollbeads and travel purses. Digman started 
Something Special because she wanted to expand the Polish pot-
tery inventory. The oven-safe stoneware is imported from Poland’s 
famous Ceramika Artystyczna Company. Hundreds of carefully 
crafted designs are hand-painted in rare Unikat patterns and signed 
by the artist. The stoneware is also scratch-resistant and microwav-
able, so it looks like fine china but is functional for everyday use.

The two stores are conveniently located right across the street 
from each other at 209 N. Main St. and 208 N. Main St.

“We have a lot of returning customers and repeat business,” Dig-
man said.

Customers get to know the lines she carries and develop favor-
ites, Digman said, and they look forward to the next season’s releas-
es. Wooden Wardrobe always offers a sale section toward the back of 
the store. Digman said she enjoys meeting visitors who come from 
all over and wants to give them a positive shopping experience.

“They are on vacation to have fun while they’re here,” Digman 
said.

Digman stayed home with her kids while they were young, but 
once her daughter went to kindergarten, she needed to get out of 

the house, she said. Inspired by her mother’s occupation as a 
small business owner, Digman decided to open a store of her 
own.

“My mom used to have a clothing store in Platteville (Wis.), 
where we live,” Digman said. “She helped me get started when 
we started down here, and then she retired in 2005.”

Digman can usually be found working at Wooden Ward-
robe while her husband, Gerald, runs Something Special. They 
have a little, white, fluffy dog named Sadie who lounges around 
and naps quietly. Stop into Wooden Wardrobe or Something 
Special for spring and summer essentials like dresses, brimmed 
hats, vintage signs, bird houses and jewelry.

SomethinG
Special
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EXPERIENCE Ahh-MAZING

Goldmoor InnGoldmoor Inn
From exquisite 

accommodations 
to chefmade classic 

cuisine, and views of the 
Mississippi River Valley, 

the Goldmoor Inn 
is extraordinary.

Seeking culinary 
indulgence? Dine in the 

restaurant or at the Chef’s 
Table to enjoy classic 
recipes created with 

the freshest ingredients 
possible–many from 

our own garden. 

Reservations: 815-777-3925 
www.Goldmoor.com  @GoldmoorInn

Goldmoor Inn
9001 West Sand Hill Road, Galena, Illinois

Cater  at  your  home or  choose a pr ivate din ing venue on s i te for  10 to 150 guests .
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1-815-777-3929
LeFevreInn.com

Grant Hills-7579_1
LeFevre-7580_1
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Designed and handcrafted in Ireland, the pub features rich 
oaks and mahoganies, etched glass and hand painted murals. 
With an expanded pub menu, extensive beverage selections 
and entertainment on many Friday and Saturday nights, you 
won't get any more authentic if you traveled to Ireland for your 
pint! And enjoy outdoor dining on our deck (coming this spring).

Frank O’Dowd’s is located next to The Irish Cottage 
Inn & Suites (need not be hotel guest to dine)

9853 US Hwy. 20, Galena, Illinois 61036
(815) 776-0707 • www.theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com

Frank O’Dowd’s is located next to The Irish Cottage Frank O’Dowd’s is located next to The Irish Cottage Frank O’Dowd’s is located next to The Irish Cottage Frank O’Dowd’s is located next to The Irish Cottage Frank O’Dowd’s is located next to The Irish Cottage 

(815) 776-0707 • www.theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com(815) 776-0707 • www.theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com(815) 776-0707 • www.theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com(815) 776-0707 • www.theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com(815) 776-0707 • www.theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com(815) 776-0707 • www.theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com(815) 776-0707 • www.theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com

Want to explore the remote areas of 
Galena alongside a railroad track and the 
backwaters of the Mississippi River? The 
nine-plus-mile Galena River Trail is for 
you. The trail offers the perfect place for 
walking, jogging, hiking and biking. You 
can also partake in activities such as bird 
watching, kayaking or canoeing on or 
around the trail, all free of charge. 

The 3.4-mile Galena Junction Trail 
segment is the original trail. Originating 
from Depot Park just below the U.S. 20 
bridge, the forested trail winds south to 
Galena Junction and the backwaters of the 
Mississippi River.

Interpretive signs detailing the history 
and wildlife of the area are located at vari-
ous locations.

Capture the natural beauty of Galena 
in various locations along the trails. The 
downtown trail covers a half mile from the 
Meeker Street bridge to the trailhead at 
Depot Park, while the Buehler Trail covers 
1.4 miles from the trailhead to the Buehler 
Preserve. Along the Muchow Park Trail and 
Depot Park, donated fitness equipment 
lines the sides of the river trail. Fitness 
equipment is designed to target a variety of 
muscle groups, allowing users to incorpo-
rate interval training into their workouts.

Another trail to enjoy is the Recreation 
Park Trail that covers 1 mile from the trail-
head to Recreation Park.

In the past few years, 2.1 miles from 
Galena Junction to South River Road in 
Aiken, near Chestnut Mountain Resort 
and Blanding Campground, opened. There 
are access points to Casper Bluff Land 
& Water Reserve, which features Native 
American burial grounds and effigies. The 
distance from the U.S. 20 bridge to Aiken 
is 5.5 miles one way. If you turn right on 
River Road, you’ll end up at Chestnut 
Mountain Resort or beyond.

Free parking is available at several trail 
entry areas, including under the U.S. 20 
bridge, Meeker Street at Field Street, Recre-
ation Park and South River Road.

Take time 
to explore 
the Galena 
River Trail 
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Luxurious and historical vacation suites on Main Street in Galena 
For information and booking visit www.ulyssessuites.com

214 S. Bench Street, Galena IL 
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_2 606 S. Prospect Street, Galena
(815) 777-3883 

averybedandbreakfast.com
Just off Rt 20 - short walk to Main Street

Avery Guest House-6153_2

• Romance & Birthday 
Packages Available 
Upon Request

• Complimentary Hot 
Breakfast - Made to 
Order Waffles with 
Toppings

• Fitness Center
• Pool Area with 72-Foot 

Waterslide, Baby Pool and Arcade
• Event Space for up to 85 Guests Available for Baby Showers, Pool Parties, Rehearsal 

Dinners, etc.
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Book now at
countryinnamericas.com/galena

Rocky Waters-6039_2

2003 W Hanover Rd 
Hanover, IL 61041

815.591.9706

Rocky Waters
Vineyard & Winery

Tours & Tastings
Gifts & Souvenirs

Weddings & Special Events
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Jail Hill Inn-7549_1

Lamberson-7563_1

Guest House
� Bed & Breakfast �

Overlooking the heart of 
downtown Galena, Illinois 

at the top of Prospect 
Street in Galena’s scenic 

Historic District

113 S. Prospect St., Galena, IL 61036 • (779) 214-0889
Stay@Lambersonguesthouse.com

lambersonguesthouse.com

INTRODUCING THE NEWLY RENOVATED
CORDING EVENT BARN

AT HAWK VALLEY RETREAT & COTTAGES
Intimate Weddings
Corporate Events

Social Gatherings
Catering for up to 45

Full Property B & B Rental Available

2752 W Cording RD, Galena    815-777-4100

www.hawkvalleyretreat.com
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Enjoy the scenic beauty of 
Grant Park as you take a 
stroll through Galena. The 
park has been revamped 
during the past several 
years, thanks to generous 
funding from The Galena 
Foundation and other local 
contributors. 
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Apple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River Fort

Apple River Fort-4005_1

Come to Elizabeth to 
see and hear a great 

frontier story.
815.858.2028

appleriverfort@gmail.com
appleriverfort.org
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suitevictorygalena.com
Downtown reserved parking included!

Galena’s Unique AirBnB right on Main Street
with a café as your personal restaurant
Your Hosts: Ashlee & Jake Bainbridge
200 N. Main Street Galena, IL 61036
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CBD, THC, 
& Accessories 
228 N Main St
Galena, IL

Hemp, CBD,
& Accessories
Kennedy Mall
Dubuque, IA

10% OFF
Your Entire Purchase

With this Dynamite Coupon. 
Not valid with any other 
coupon, offer, or special. 

Expires 4/30/22.

CBD, THC, 
& Accessories 
305 E HWy 151 Ste a
Platteville, wi

CBD, THC, 
& Accessories 
228 N Main St
Galena, IL

Hemp, CBD,
& Accessories
Kennedy Mall
Dubuque, IA

10% OFF
Your Entire Purchase

With this Dynamite Coupon. 
Not valid with any other 
coupon, offer, or special. 

Expires 4/30/22.

CBD, THC, 
& Accessories 
305 E HWy 151 Ste a
Platteville, wi

Hemp, CBD,
& Accessories
Kennedy Mall
Dubuque, IA
CBD, THC,
& Accessories
228 N Main St
Galena, IL
CBD, THC,
& Accessories
305 E HWy 151 Ste a
Platteville, wi

www.botanicanna.shop



Something Special/Wooden Wardrobe-7327_1

209 N. Main St., Galena
815-777-0335

Art Poles

Polish 
Pottery

Something 
 Special

208 N. Main St., Galena  
815-281-0880

lauriedigman1127@gmail.com
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by Emma Eaton

T he highly-anticipated, newly-renovated Galena Center 
for the Arts is finally ready for visitors, displays and 
performances. Located at 971 Gear St., just off 

U.S. 20, the increased visibility of the Center for the Arts 
will help attract visitors. Other benefits of the new location 

include parking and accessibility. Moving 
the Center for the Arts closer to the 

highway in a relatively high-traffic 
area will demonstrate the importance 
of arts in Galena, Carole Sullivan, 
Galena Center for the Arts executive 
director, said.

“The increased visibility will be 
really a benefit for us and a benefit 

for the town because people will 

A new home
The Galena Center for the Arts moves to 

newly-renovated space, ready to demonstrate 
importance of the arts in the community

FYI
The new Galena Center 
for the Arts is located at 

971 Gear St., Galena, the 
former Illinois Bank & Trust 
building. To learn more, visit 

galenacenterforthearts.
org.
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Built in 1857

The Belvedere
Open To The Public

Discounted Combination Belvedere
&  Dowling House tickets    

1008 Park Ave                                               (815) 777-0747

Visit Galena’s Largest Mansion
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know they have some other option, especially if they 
can’t park downtown,” Sullivan said.

After a yearlong renovation process, the Center for 
the Arts has expanded and created a haven for artists 
and performers alike. The upstairs level of the building 
is dedicated to visual art. There is a big, open gallery 
in the center of the space, where visitors can enjoy and 
purchase art. On the perimeter, existing offices were 
transformed into art studios that artists can rent as 
work spaces for a reasonable price. The upstairs level 
did not require many renovations, as it was already 
finished and housing Illinois Bank & Trust. 

“I think this will put us on a whole different level 
than where we were before and what we did before,” 
Sullivan said. “The options for displaying artwork and 
the options for beautiful art studios will be appreciated 
by a lot of people.”

The downstairs level, however, was a completely dif-
ferent story. Prior to the move, the Galena Food Pantry 
operated out of the bank’s basement. The Center for 
the Arts was tasked with finishing the basement–add-
ing walls, doors, flooring, plumbing, lighting–before 
attempting anything else. Pandemic-induced supply is-
sues brought challenges to each step of the renovation.

“When we first envisioned this process, we figured 
we would have a grand opening, and everything would 
be finished,” Sullivan said. “I think all of us who have 
been through this pandemic know how hard it is to 
even get something in the grocery store. I think our 
audience will understand if there’s something not com-
pleted, but we’ll be rolling one way or the other.”

Nevertheless, the downstairs level, which is dedi-
cated to performance art, is now fully-functioning and 
includes a theater with seating on three sides, a light-
ing/sound control room, dressing rooms, a concession 

‘We have been so pleased that 
people in the area are excited. 
There has been a lot of support 
for us doing this whole project, 
and people have been generous 
with their time, effort and 
donations.’

   «  «  «  «  «  «  «  «
area, bathrooms, a backstage set and props work space, 
a dance studio and more. The new building’s higher 
ceilings and proper dressing rooms will enhance the 
quality of productions, Sullivan said. Another benefit 
is the property’s ample outdoor space. It sits on seven 
acres, so the Center for the Arts can host outdoor con-
certs and activities during the warmer months.

“Now that we have this space, if we plan an outdoor 
concert, and it’s inclement weather, we have an auto-
matic backup plan,” Sullivan said.

There’s so much more to come. 
“We have been so pleased that people in the area are 

excited,” Sullivan said. “There has been a lot of support 
for us doing this whole project, and people have been 
generous with their time, effort and donations.”
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Check out the beautiful paintings, pottery, photography, jewelry, stained glass, wearable art jackets, 
knitted & felted items, baskets, wooden toys & pens, books & music, Galena art & souvenirs.

Follow us on Facebook for changes and cancellations.

121 N. Commerce St., Galena

Phone: (815) 777-1448
hellogalena.org

selling the work of 65 artists!
next to the historic old Market house
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Visit 1859 Belden School!
Come see a charming, historic

one-room schoolhouse!

Belden School is a restored 1859 one-room 
limestone schoolhouse located deep in the woods.limestone schoolhouse located deep in the woods.

Illustration by 
Carl Johnson

Open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. the 1st and 
3rd Saturday of the month,

June through October.
august 13-14, 2022 • august 12 & 13, 2023

Saturday 10 am to 6 pm  •  Sunday 10 am to 4 pm

*June 18: Fairy Garden Walk
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Follow us on Facebook 

for changes and cancellations.
Follow us on Facebook for 

changes and cancellations.
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Actress, voiceover performer, clown, corporate sales 
professional, yoga instructor, local food advocate: 

Galena’s own Cindy Tegtmeyer does it all

Center stage

by Emma Eaton

C indy Tegtmeyer is a jack of all trades: actress, voiceover performer, clown, corporate sales professional, 
yoga instructor, local food advocate. 

She lived in Chicago for much of her life before moving to Galena in 2013. Chicago is where 
she met her husband, magician P.T. Murphy, had their son and started her lifelong acting career; how-
ever, her family was looking for a more laid-back lifestyle. 

They needed to move anyway and thought 
“what better time than now” when their son 
was 4 years old. Tegtmeyer had visited her aunt 
who lived in the Galena area, and Murphy had 
developed connections with the local magic show 
crowd, so they took the chance.

“We would come out and visit, just with our 
small kid, like many Chicagoans do, to get out of 
the city,” Tegtmeyer said.

In Galena, Murphy was doing magic shows, 
while Tegtmeyer worked from home in corporate 

sales. She quickly became involved with the local 
theater scene and started teaching yoga classes as 
well. Her favorite part about Galena is its sense of 
community.

“There’s a familiarity that is comforting, and 
there’s also this sense of thinking of stuff I want 
to do and knowing who I can recruit to do it with 
me.”

Tegtmeyer is an avid supporter of whole 
health, including plant-based nutrition and yoga. 
She is involved with Jo Daviess Local Foods 
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and the feminist art show Broad Ideas. The show takes place 
every March at the Galena Center for the Arts and is a space for 
women’s stories in various mediums. Nevertheless, she would 
choose acting over all her other interests, if she could. Stage per-
formances are collaborative, and she has loved performing since 
she was young.

“I like to dabble …” Tegtmeyer said. “I could act all day every 
day, if it was quality enough, and if I didn’t need to make money. 
It would be completely fine.”

Tegtmeyer’s family moved frequently around the Midwest dur-
ing her childhood. She said she always had a knack for performing 
and sometimes dressed as a clown. She and her sister regularly 
performed for their “neighbor ladies” while they were living in 
Wisconsin.

“We charged a dime to come see whatever show we put on in 
the driveway,” Tegtmeyer said.

When her family moved to southern Illinois, the school was 
much smaller, so Tegtmeyer’s opportunities to pursue theater were 
limited. Her new school only put on a production every other 
year. Thankfully, her father worked at a nearby community col-
lege, so she participated in it’s plays. “The Miracle Worker” and 
“A Christmas Carol” are two shows Tegtmeyer fondly remembers 
from that time.

Her family moved again, and Tegtmeyer finished her final years 
of high school at Homewood-Flossmoor in the Chicago suburbs. 
The school had a well-known, well-funded fine arts department 
that opened a world of possibilities for Tegtmeyer.

“I had no idea it (theater) was even an option for my life,” 
Tegtmeyer said. “I got into an advanced theater class, and then I 
just realized I loved it.”

She attended Millikin University, studying theater and English, 
before returning to Chicago. She auditioned for as many acting 
gigs as she could but also had to work in restaurants to pay the 
bills.

“I waited tables and acted, like many of my other friends,” 
Tegtmeyer said. “You were either doing both, or one.”

She was living in Chicago with her college roommate when her 
mother sent an advertisement for Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Clown College. Tegtmeyer and her roommate auditioned 
for clown college together and were both accepted on scholarship. 
It was a three-month program in Venice, Fla., that produced pro-
fessional clowns. Graduation included a final performance, and 
Kenneth Feld, owner of Ringling Bros, attended and watched the 
show to find clowns to fill the open spaces in his circus. Tegtmeyer 
made the cut and joined the circus, as all clown college students 
were required to join the circus if offered a position.
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“Clown college is sort of the romantic little ‘Willy Wonka be-
fore you go down the dark tunnel’ experience,” Tegtmeyer said. 
“The circus is grungy and dirty and cool and awful, all of it.”

She only spent a year in the circus because she knew she was 
not a “lifer,” and she had student debt to pay off. Circus life 
was not easy: performers did up to 13 shows a week, with six 
shows coming on weekends. The circus train was a mile long, 
and Tegtmeyer traveled across the whole country, hitting 40 of 
the 50 states. Mondays were normally travel days, but this was 
before the Internet and smartphones existed. 

“I had a really janky, black-and-white TV that the previous 
clown left,” Tegtmeyer said. “I had my CD player, some books, 
that was it. I made like $200 a week, before they took out room 
and board for living on the train, which was a six-by-eight 
space.”

Clowns were very low on the totem pole, Tegtmeyer said, and 
there were just three female clowns out of 20 in a given unit. 
She was a clown in the circus’ big-city tour, which sounds glam-
orous, but again, the train was parked in abandoned parking 
lots, train yards and strip malls. Times were often rough, but she 
learned a lot about herself and describes the circus as her “best 
worst experience.”

“Some of it was so great,” Tegtmeyer said. “Performing was 
fun, and traveling was fun, and I made some wonderful friends 
who are still my friends.”

When she returned to Chicago, Tegtmeyer said employers 
could not resist hiring her after they saw “circus clown” on her 
resumé. They wanted someone who could handle anything. 
Tegtmeyer began a career in voice overs, typically recording 
commercials and joined the union for voiceover performers, 
called SAG-AFTRA. 

Staying true to her clown background, Tegtmeyer also 
continued theater. She said she enjoys comedic roles, but her 
favorite performances occur when she is the “breath of fresh air” 
in a somber, dramatic show. 

“It’s a serious play, but it has comedy in it, and I like to be the 
comedic relief,” Tegtmeyer said.

She has also participated in puppet theater, voicing multiple 
different characters simultaneously.

Moving to Galena provided the flexible, relaxed lifestyle 
Tegtmeyer wanted, but it altered the course of her acting career. 
Galena is known for its historic charm and artistic inhabitants, 
no doubt, but there are not a plethora of performance opportu-
nities. Tegtmeyer said she would like to be more involved with 
the theater scene and even produce her own show someday.

“Since I’ve been out here, I’ve done a show at Bell Tower 
and a couple of the Cemetery Walks, and a couple of the radio 
shows,” Tegtmeyer said. “I would love to dig in and put on a 
show of my own, a professional-grade show.”



2022 Spring/Summer Galenian      51

G
al

en
a 

C
en

te
r 

fo
r 

th
e 

A
rt

s-
60

46
_2



52        galenian.com

Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation sites 
are preserved for all to enjoy.

Horseshoe Mound Preserve
1679 N Blackjack Rd, Galena

Located at the eastern gateway to the historic city of Galena, the 40-acre Horseshoe Mound Preserve 
features a central gathering area with a council ring, stone compass, viewing scopes, hiking trails and scenic 
outlooks with a 40-mile view including parts of Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin and the Mississippi River, making 
Horseshoe the perfect place to watch the sunset.

Nature’s beauty
FYI

Founded in 1993, the 
Jo Daviess Conservation 

Foundation, a land conservancy, 
has grown to include over 
170 active volunteers and 

1,000 members. More 
information at jdcf.

org.

Casper Bluff Land & Water Reserve
870 S Pilot Knob Rd, Galena

Casper Bluff Land and Water Reserve offers rich Native 
American history on its 100-acre site of prairies, savannas and 
effigy mounds. Breathtaking views of the Mississippi River, 
Iowa and Illinois can be seen from dawn until dusk at Casper 
Bluff. There are 51 burial mounds indicating that the area 
served as ceremonial grounds for the Late Woodland Indians. 
On the property, visitors will also find the last known intact 
Thunderbird Effigy Mound in the state.
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Massbach Ridge Winery
8837 S. Massbach Road

Elizabeth, IL 61028
www.MassbachRidge.com

815-291-6700
Open Year ‘Round 11am to 5pm Daily

22022 Memberships
$700 Single • $950 Family

-18 holes with cart
Monday-Thursday:

$39

-18 holes with cart
Friday & Sunday:

$49

-18 holes with cart
Saturday before 2pm:

$53

-Located just 12 miles east of Dubuque- G
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 Great golf!

 Spectacular golf course!

 Fantastic members
& staff!

Join us...
815-777-3599  • galenagolfclub.org              11557 US 20 W • Galena, Illinois

+18 Holes

+5185 yard-6613 yards

+4 sets of tees

+Driving Range

+Pro Shop

+Bar and Grill
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Subscribe 
today!

Visit
Galenagazette.com 

or call
815-777-0019

The oldest weekly 
newspaper in Illinois
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Wapello Land & Water Reserve
8642 Illinois 84 South, Hanover
Named after the chief of the Fox Indians and the original 
name of Hanover, Wapello is located just south of Hanover. 
Referred to as the “John Chapman Archaeological Site” 
by the National Register of Historic Places, Wapello was 
the meeting point of two Native American cultures, the 
northern Woodland and southern Mississippian Native 
American tribes. Walking trails, featuring effigy mounds 
and barred villages, are equipped with interpretive signage. 

Galena Gateway Park
9300 W Powder House Hill Rd, Galena

Visit one of Illinois’ most scenic views, 
overlooking downtown Galena and 
surrounding mounds. Galena Gateway Park 
includes natural prairies with an always-
changing population of wild flowers and 
woodlands. There are mowed and gravel 
paths for hiking, running, mountain biking, 
bird watching and picnicking.

Buehler Preserve
102 Jefferson St, Galena

The eastern portion of Buehler Preserve contains a hilly wood-
land; the western portion, a flood plain that offers water filtration, 
a prairie restoration and open space values in close proximity to the 
city of Galena. The Galena River Trail, open for bikers, dog-walkers 
and hikers, extends from the Meeker Street footbridge, adjacent to 
Buehler Preserve.

Rutherford Refuge at Twin Bridges
9532 E Twin Bridges Road, Warren

Purchased in December 2020, Rutherford 
Refuge at Twin Bridges is the newest JDCF 
property to open to the public. Mowed hik-
ing trails take visitors along a sedge meadow, 
through prairie, home to several rare plant 
species, and past impressive oak trees.

Schurmeier Teaching Forest
147 E Reusch Rd, Elizabeth

In memory of their parents, Jerry and 
Jon Schurmeier donated 52 acres of land to 
JDCF in 1994. With the help of the North-
west Illinois Forestry Association and a grant 
from the Illinois Council on Forestry Devel-
opment, the Schurmeier Teaching Forest was 
created on the 11 westernmost acres of the 
property. This is the only teaching forest in Il-
linois. The site consists of rugged hillside that 
is entirely wooded.

Valley of Eden Bird Sanctuary
5559 E Rush Creek Rd, Stockton

Explore 109 acres of prairie, 
forest and grassland at the 
only bird sanctuary in the 
county, which offers a peaceful 
environment to watch the sun set. 
It features six miles of walking 
trails and two observation decks 
for bird watching. So far, over 
120 species of birds have been 
identified on site.
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by Emma Eaton
Galena is no stranger to severe flooding. In fact, the 

two know each other well, with some of the worst meet-
ings occurring in 1892, 1916, 1937 and 1993. Today, the 
floodgates and earthen levee protect the historic down-
town district. The Galena Gazette’s new location lies just 
inside the massive gates.

The Flood of 1892
At an unprecedented two feet, 11 inches high, flood 

water rushed through Commerce Street and created a 
river of its own. 

According to “The Flood of Memories,” by local 
historian Steve Repp, sidewalks sailed down the street at 
speeds of 10 miles per hour. 

In order to travel, residents were forced to construct 
rafts or wade through the water, which was up to their 
knees. According to Repp’s book, “In 1892, seven bridges 
spanned the Galena River within the city limits.” These 
bridges would not survive the increasingly severe floods 
that would follow.

The Flood of 1916
The Galena River continued to rise and rise over the 

course of three days until it needed release. Galena’s main 
business district was submerged. “For a while it seemed as 
though it would sweep every building on Main Street …” 
wrote the Galena Daily Gazette in 1916. While the flood 
did not necessarily destroy everything, the damage and 
cleanup were even more extensive than 24 years before. 
Despite this, no flood prevention or flood control plans 
were enacted.

The Flood of 1937: The Breaking Point
Tragedy struck Galena again in relentless fashion. Five 

feet of water descended upon downtown Galena. Busi-
ness owners rushed to save their goods, with little avail. 
“Everyone is convinced that something must be done to 
stop this outrage…the muddy, sopping mess in the stores, 
factories and foundries made a pitiful and heart breaking 
sight,” wrote the Galena Daily Gazette in 1937. 

Thankfully for Galenians, U.S. Congressman Leo 
Allen, who lived in Galena, was elected in 1932 and went 
on to serve 28 years. He set his sights on flood prevention 
and was instrumental in securing funding for a levee and 
floodgates along the Galena River.

Origins of the floodgates and levee 
Shortly after the worst flood in Galena history, Allen 

formed a Flood Control Committee that included local 
residents. The million-dollar project received federal 
funding and was supervised by the Rock Island District 
Corps of Engineers. Work began in 1948.

An automatic water pumping station and new storm 
sewers were the first improvements implemented. Five 
of the seven bridges over the Galena River were removed 
during the project. An earthen wall, also known as a levee 
or dike, was constructed on the west side of the river. 
Simultaneously, 18-foot-tall floodgates were built. The 
improvements cut off direct access from downtown to 
the west river bank and also ceased railroad service on the 
west side of the river. Nevertheless, by 1950, Galenians 
finally felt safe.

According to Repp’s book, “The effect (of floods) 
on business was becoming noticeable and the desire for 
improvement of buildings was halted in most instances. 
Proprietors of such buildings may now improve their 
units without fear or hazard from flood waters that have 
at times past crippled the business of the city for a week 
at a time.”

Dedication of the Flood Project
On April 27, 1951, Galena hosted a massive parade 

that was a double celebration for Ulysses S. Grant’s 
birthday and the dedication of the flood control proj-
ect. Congressman Allen was honored, along with 
committee members Charles Blum, Frank Einsweiler, 
Palmer Eustice, James Furlong, Irving Gamber, Henry 
Grimm, LeRoy Hirst, Ernest Kempter, Tom Kerr, Oscar 
Kraehmer, Mike Murphy, Louis Nack, James Sheehan, 
Otto Sponheimer, Jack Westwick and Merle Gaber. Luhr 

floodgates
Beyond the 

floodgates
Beyond the 

This view from Prospect Street shows the Leadmine Cigar Factory (currently home to 
Poopsie’s) and Grant Park during a 1930s flood.



2022 Spring/Summer Galenian      57

Bros. Construction Company, contractors for the project, 
was honored for the work. Various Illinois state senators, 
representatives and circuit court judges were also present, 
according to the Galena Advertiser.

Floodgates withstand rapids of 1993
The floodgates and levee faced their first true test in 

early July 1993. The Fourth of July is one of Galena’s 
biggest holidays: Businesses rely upon its revenue. In years 
prior to the flood control project, keeping the downtown 
area open during periods of heavy rainfall was impossible. 

According to “Historic Galena Fights The Tide,” by 
Galenian Donald Jonjack, who wrote for the Chicago 
Tribune, the Galena River hit flood stage due to backwa-
ter from the cresting Mississippi River as well as copious 
amounts of rain. 

“The river rose more than four feet in the last 12 
hours,” former Galena Mayor Gary Bartell told the Tri-
bune, “and it’s still rising. But while the gates are closed, 
the town is open. Thank God for the floodgates.”

As the river continued to rise, locals and tourists alike 
gathered on the levee in lawn chairs and along the east 
side in recreational vehicles to watch and survey the flood, 
the Tribune reported. The beginning of Main Street was 
closed off, but “business continued as usual behind the 
giant green floodgates … Staffers at the Galena Cham-
ber of Commerce were busy showing visitors alternative 
routes into downtown, including a nearby walkbridge,” 
the Tribune wrote.

Despite the flood control project’s success in preserv-
ing Galena’s downtown, it is important to note that floods 
still negatively affect areas and residences outside the 

floodgates. Even the levee cannot protect the entire town 
from water damage.

A continued investment 
There is now a flood control tax levy collected annu-

ally. In 2010, the floodgates were repainted, and the old 
hand-crank system was replaced with a powerized one. 

The July floods of 2010 and 2011 came to be known 
as the “100-year and 500-year” floods by many locals, 
according to the Galena Gazette. A 100-year rain event 
is characterized as three inches of rain per hour. In both 
cases, the floodgates protected the city from insurmount-
able disaster. 

“Closing the floodgates is not a simple matter of 
throwing a couple of switches,” the Gazette wrote. “After 
the gates are closed, which takes about 10 minutes, a sheet 
of heavy plastic has to be installed at the juncture of the 
bottom of the gates and the street surface to make that 
joint watertight. Then sand bags are placed on the plastic 
to secure the joint. The 
whole process takes about a 
half an hour.”

In 2010, without the 
flood control system, Main 
Street would have been 
four feet under flood water, 
the Gazette reported. Com-
merce and Green Streets 
would have been seven 
feet under. The flood of 
2011 was even worse. The 
courtyard at the DeSoto House was completely filled with 
water, with heights up to the tables.

“  The storms had never been this bad, this quickly be-
fore. Streets that were once familiar became water-washed 
and alien, as the rain fell,” the Gazette wrote. “And the 
rain kept falling. Officials closed the floodgates in down-
town Galena around 1 a.m. Thursday morning. And the 
rain kept falling.”

The floodgates serve a real, immediate purpose, but 
they are also a stark reminder of Galena’s love-hate rela-
tionship with the river. 

Today, visitors can see the various heights of flood 
waters, which are marked on the floodgates. There is 
information about severe floods like 2011, and the total 
destruction that could have been without the mighty gates 
that protect the city’s heart.

Floodgates were closed in downtown 
Galena during the July 2011 flood, 
the second 100-year flood in the 

span of a year.

Water reaches the windows of the Post Office in downtown Galena during the flood of 1938.

During the July 2011 flood, three Galena youths 
keep an eye on the floodgates.
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Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course
Apple Canyon Lake has the ideal nine-hole course for land 

lovers. Built in 1972, the 3,280-yard par 72, has only one water 
hazard, but rolling hills, tree-lined fairways, bunkers and small 
greens challenge every aspect of your game. The course winds 
through the hills and canyons of Apple Canyon Lake, providing 
a view while you play. If nine holes aren’t enough, different sets of 
tees allow for an 18-hole experience. 14A157 Canyon Club Dr, 
Apple River, 815-492-2477, applecanyonlake.org

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa, The General
The General, the crown jewel of Eagle Ridge, is a 6,820-yard, 

par 72 designed by Roger Packard and two-time United States 
Open champion Andy North. When it opened in 1997, it was 
voted one of the top 10 golf courses to open in the country. The 
course features many elevated tees, undulating greens and tre-
mendous views. All of the fairways are bent grass and the course 
sits atop the Galena Territory. 109 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, 815-
777-4525, eagleridge.com

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa, East Course
The par 34, 2,648-yard, East Course is a nine-hole course 

that places a premium on accuracy off the tee with tight landing 
areas. If you can keep it in play, you will have the ability to shoot 
some low numbers. There are three different par threes with only 
one par five. Its size and length make it a great course to play 
after a morning 18 or to just tighten up your short game play. 
100 E Point Dr, Galena, 815-777-5200, eagleridge.com

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa, North Course
Opening in 1977, the Par 72, 6,875-yard North Course is 

the oldest, and most-storied course at Eagle Ridge. It features 
elevated tees, great views, undulating greens and a driving range. 
400 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, 815-777-2500, eagleridge.com

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa, South Course
The par 72, 6,762-yard, South Course will put your driving 

accuracy to the test. The course is cut out of a heavily wooded 
valley and has numerous tight landing areas. There is a creek 
that comes into play on 11 of the 18 holes. In 1996, the course 
was voted one of the top 75 upscale courses in the country. 
The South may be shorter than the other 18-hole courses on 
site, but it is still considered the most difficult course. 10 Club-
house Dr, Galena, 815-777-2280, eagleridge.com

Galena Golf Club
The par 71, 6,623-yard, Galena Golf Club includes two 

distinctly different nines, testing even the best golfers. The 
front nine, built in 1927 and recently remodeled, is a par 35 
that is more compact, and puts more emphasis on scoring with 
the ability to shoot low numbers. The back nine, built in 1994, 
is over 500 yards longer and puts a lot of emphasis on being 
able to keep the ball in play. Big numbers are very possible! 
11557 US 20 W, Galena, 815-777-3599, galenagolfclub.org

Lacoma Golf Course
Located in the wooded hills of the Mississippi River valley 

only five minutes from Dubuque, Iowa, and 15 minutes from 
Galena, Lacoma Golf Club features two regulation 18-hole 
golf courses and a par three course, Lacoma offers a challenge 
to golfers of all skill levels. The 6,800 yard, par 71 Blue Course 
provides a good test of golf for experienced players. The wood-
ed and hilly Gold Course is a picturesque and challenging nine 
hole experience. The original nine-hole Red Course is a more 
forgiving test of golf and is perfect for families and those learn-
ing the game. Foot golf is also offered for quick, inexpensive, 
group-oriented fun. Groups can combine foot golf and the 
traditional game as part of an outing. 8080 Timmerman Dr, 
East Dubuque, 815-747-3874, lacomagolf.com

Woodbine Bend Championship Golf Course
For a true variety of holes packed into one course, visit the 

Woodbine Bend Championship Golf Course. The 18-hole, 
6,755-yard, par 72 course opened in 2002. The links-style 
course is open, with trees lining some fairways. Moguls thick 
with tall fescue dot the course, and both sand and grass bun-
kers force you to be precise. Water comes into play on eight 
holes. 3500 E Center Rd, Stockton, 815-858-3939, woodbine-
bend.com

Golf
Out for a 
round of 
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Galena’s #1 Show! ~TripAdvisorGalena’s #1 Show! ~TripAdvisor



60        galenian.com

K
el

le
r 

W
ill

ia
m

s-
84

48
_1

by Emma Eaton

When he set off for the Civil War, where he 
would establish his legacy as a hero, in May 
1861, Ulysses S. Grant said goodbye to his 

family and his home in Galena.
He and his family moved to Galena in 1860 and 

rented a residence at 121 S. High St. which still exists 
today. Prior to the war, Grant worked at his father’s 
leather goods store as a clerk for $600 a year.

After the war, in 1865, U.S. Grant returned to 
Galena as a renowned general and was awarded a 
new, larger home on Bouthillier Street. This residence 
is what typically comes to mind when someone says 
“Grant’s Home.” However, the unassuming two-story 
brick house on High Street should not be forgotten.

Iowa residents Daniel and Sandra Hurt wanted 
to capture the house’s unique history and have spent 
countless hours restoring and transforming its rooms 
into a vacation rental property that began welcoming 
visitors in January. Stepping through the front door 

is like stepping back in time. Since purchasing the 
property last spring, the Hurts have put their stamp 
on each room. The front parlor features a couple of 
British pub tables from the 1860s. There’s a fireplace 
with an electric insert and new lighting fixtures hang 
from the ceiling. In the dining room, the original 
wallpaper remains.

This massive undertaking wasn’t anything out of 
the ordinary for the Hurts, who have completed 13 
projects together in their 15 years of marriage. At the 
end of 2014, they purchased a 100-year-old brick 
school in Fairfax, Iowa, and turned it into high-end 
lofts.

Tucked away at the end of the front hallway is 
a space the Hurts have turned into the Ulysses S. 
Grant Library. Lining the walls is late 1800s Carne-
gie library shelving, and those shelves are filled with a 
variety of Grant and Civil War books the Hurts have 
collected, including 10 books from Grant’s library. A 
receipt from when Grant worked in the Main Street 

Grant LIVed
Visit the place where, before the Civil War, 

Grant LIVed
Visit the place where, before the Civil War, 



2022 Spring/Summer Galenian      61

GEOFFREY MIKOL is a professional 
artist that owns RIVER BEND GALLERY 
with his family in historic Galena. As a 

person born with Down syndrome, 
Geoffrey has found a special 

connection with photography as a means 
of expressing his creative side. His work 

is stunning, catching elusive light that 
the eye sees but that cameras often 
miss. He has a talent for capturing 

moments in nature that still the soul and 
quiet your senses. Now in his late 
twenties, Geoffrey has studied and 

practiced his photography for about 
a decade, with spectacular results!

112 N. MAIN STREET
815-281-9199

riverbendgalleries.com

Now featuring a complete line of Gift Items

RIVER BEND 
GALLERY

Geoffrey’s

and Gifts
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leather store and lived in the house hangs on the wall.
The kitchen underwent an extensive overhaul. The low 

ceiling has been replaced with a vaulted ceiling, complete 
with beams that were saved from a log cabin that was 
torn down near Galena. There’s a kitchenette space and 
bedroom at the rear of the house as well. There are two 

more bedrooms upstairs, 
as well as a full bath and 
what once was Julia Dent 
Grant’s sewing room fea-
turing an excellent view of 
the city. 

On the exterior, the 
green shutters were re-
moved, the wooden parts 
of the house painted, the 
windows reglazed and new 
storm windows added. Two 
off-street parking spots are 

now available, and the white picket fence once positioned 
out front was removed.

“From this home Captain Ulysses S. Grant, a citizen 
of Galena, Illinois, went to the Civil War May 1861. ‘At 
the call of duty he did not falter,’” reads a plaque, placed 
in April 1929 at Grant’s pre-war home by the Priscilla 
Mullens Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution.

The Hurts brought life to the home that started 
Grant’s legacy in Galena. Visitors and guests now have the 
opportunity to walk the same grounds as Grant and his 
family.

Home on High
To stay at the Pre-Civil War U.S. Grant Home on 
High Street, visit ulyssessgrantguesthouse.com; 
call 319-310-3660; or email slhurt58@gmail.com.
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Member FDIC

Doug Laity
(815) 777-6300
NMLS #1116301

Jason Thomasson
(815) 858-2225

NMLS #627892

Marcy Doyle
(815) 777-6300
NMLS #1438351

Valerie Stocks
(815) 745-2194

NMLS #627373

Ben Wooden
(815) 745-2194

NMLS #888993

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions...
Meeting Local Needs

Apple River State Bank locations:
Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL

Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL
Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI

Galena , IL–
First Community Bank of Galena

AppleRiverStateBank.com

Our mortgage lending team doesn’t use an 800 number…
you can call them direct.

Call us anytime.
That’s local service you won’t find anywhere else! 
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✦ Exclusive Jewelry Lines:
	 •	Holly	Yashi	•	Firefly	•	Adajio

✦ Women’s	Specialty	Clothing:
 •	Parsley	and	Sage	•	Kaktus	•	Kamana

www.earthstreasuresgalena.com

Be sure to visit      305 S. Main St., Galena, IL.    “Art To Wear”
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   102 South Main, Galena, IL.     1-815-777-9005
A family-owned business for Forty years 
with Women’s Clothing & Accessories
Rocks, Crystals, Minerals & Fossils



64        galenian.com

Historic Main Street 
Walking Tours with 
General Grant 

Early Galena 
Lead Mining 
Steamboating 
Grant & the Civil War 

Enjoy fascinating,   
  factual stories of 

MAY through  
OCTOBER  
 

10 am & Noon  
 
Starting at the  
DeSoto Hotel lobby;  
230 S. Main St.  
 
$20 per person (age 10+) 
One-hour tours;  
Rain or shine; No reservations required 
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Palace Campground-7577_1

 18 holes of unique championship type 
miniature golf

 Waterfalls and cascading streams
 Arcade with games

 Glow in the Dark Golf
 Beautifully shaded and contoured

^ 22 Full hook ups – 46 Water & Electric – 30 Electric  
sites and 25 acres of primitive (tent) camping  

^ Pull-through sites available
^ 8 camping cabins with queen size beds and bunks
^ Heated swimming pool
^ Outdoor movies and hayrides on Saturday plus a 

basketball court
^ 24 shower stalls located in separate bathroom 

facility buildings including laundromat
^ Wi-Fi available at most RV sites

GRANT PARK, GALENA
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by Hillary 
Dickerson 

hdickerson@
galgazette.com

Continued to page 7A

Place your ad any time at galenagazette.com

Pages 16-19A

• Three assumed names.• Four notices of property sold for delin-quent taxes.
• One notice of guardianship for minor children.
• Two claims notices.• One notice of public hearing.• One notice accepting qualification submittals from consulting fi rms.• One notice of pending foreclosure.

Public notices 6A

Green Street TavernFamily Meal DealSunday-Thursday 4 pm - 8 pmPick Up in Green Street Tavern$34 serves a Family of 4SUNDAY: Chicken ParmesanFlour Dusted Sauteed Chicken Tenders over Fettuccine with Housemade Marinara Sauce served with House Salad, choice of Dressing and Garlic Toast.MONDAY-BBQ Pulled Pork SandwichesHousemade BBQ Pulled Pork on Pretzel Buns served with Baked Potatoes with Butter and Sour Cream, Cole Slaw, House Salad and choice of Dressing.TUESDAY-Homemade MeatloafHousemade Meatloaf served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, Seasonal Vegetables, House Salad,choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.WEDNESDAY-Beer Battered Chicken TendersHandmade Beer Battered Chicken Tenders with Housemade Macaroni and Cheese served withHouse Salad, choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.THURSDAY-Italian Beef SandwichesThinly Sliced Prime Rib on Sub Rolls with Housemade Giardiniera, Mozzarella Cheese, andAu Jus on the Side. Served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, House Salad and choice of Dressing.

Green Street TavernCorner of Main & Green Street815-777-0090
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Wednesday, February 23, 2022 • 189 years • No. 8 • $1.50 • galenagazette.com

Culvers-7604_2

A uthorities are investigating a rash of car break-ins in Ga-lena and rural East Dubuque. During the overnight hours on Feb. 15, reports were made of burglaries on Perry, Bench, Elk, Franklin, Dewey, Dodge, West and High streets. The Galena Police Department is 

asking for help from the public to fi nd whoever is responsible. If you have outdoor cameras or a doorbell camera and notice anything suspicious, contact Investigator Keith Brandel at 815-777-2131 or at kbrandel@cityofgalena.org. Any information received will remain confi dential. 

In the morning hours of Feb. 19, the Jo Daviess County Sheriff ’s Offi ce was notifi ed of several vehicles that had been burglarized overnight. The offenders targeted unlocked vehicles in the areas of the Mount Vernon sub-division, Illinois 35 North, and North Badger Road in rural East Dubuque.  

Anyone who may have captured video of the offenders or suspicious vehicles in those areas are encouraged to contact the Jo Daviess County Sheriff ’s Offi ce at 815-777-2141.
Residents are also reminded not to keep valuables in vehicles and to lock vehicle doors. 

hit Galena, East Dubuque

Rash of car burglaries
•Keep vehicles locked•Call Galena Police Dept. at 815-777-2131 or Jo Daviess County Sheriff ’s Offi ce at 815-777-2141
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Broad Ideas organizer Irene Thraen-Borowski displays some of this year’s work for the feminist art show planned for March at the Galena Center for the Arts, 971 Gear St., Galena. Hillary Dickerson photo

Page 
13A
Page 
13A

Broad Ideas show opens in Galena

Broad Ideas Spoken Word closing
Sunday, March 27, 4-5:30 p.m.
Galena Center for the Arts, 971 Gear St.

Broad Ideas opening 
Friday, March 4, 5-7 p.m.Galena Center for the Arts, 971 Gear St.

Celebrate the opening of the fi fth show. 

Broad Intentions
Sunday, March 13, 3:30-4:30 p.m.Zoom: us02web.zoom.us/j/81931713800You’ll participate in a journaling activity, create your own Broad Intention, and then get to share it if you choose. 

Songwriters ShowcaseWednesday, March 16 7-9 p.m.Galena Center for the Arts, 971 Gear St.
A concert brought to you by numerous women songwriters. 

Broad 
events

But, now, Broad Ideas is back, in-person, the fi rst show to be held at the new Galena Center for the Arts, 971 Gear St., the former Il-linois Bank & Trust building.  
This is the 

show’s fifth 
y e a r ,  a n d 
Irene Thraen-
B o r o w s k i , 
who gathered a group of women fi ve years ago to organize what was then proposed as a one-time show, is excited about the month-long show and all the activities that come along with. “It’s weird planning an art show in a pandemic,” said Thraen-Borowski. 

As she has every year, Thraen-Borowski has enjoyed every minute of working with fellow organizers Kate Miller, Rose Noble, Cindy Tegtmeyer, Nancy Schult, Carole Sullivan, Cathie Elsbree, Jen Not-trott and Connie Warsing, who are all so collaborative and supportive of the effort. 
“It’s the most functional group 

of people,” said Thraen-Borowski, noting that Broad Ideas is about tell-ing women’s stories and smashing stereotypes. 
The Broads do just that by working together respectfully, each fulfi lling their specifi c roles while jumping in to help and offer sugges-tions whenever they can as they all feel the show’s continued success is essential. “I think everyone feels vested.”

It is expected that between 75-100 artists–both regional and from across the country–will submit art work. This is a show that includes all generations with artists spanning the age spectrum. 
Each artist is limited this year to two works because the center is still in a state of construction. Art work will be dropped off on Friday, Feb. 25 from 4-6 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 26 from 10 a.m. to noon. 

All those who submit art work are eligible to apply for one of two $500 scholarships that are awarded each year. 

Two years ago, the opening for Broad Ideas, the feminist art show focusing on empowerment and solidarity at the Galena Center for the Arts, was one of the last public gatherings before the pandemic shutdown. 
No one could have predicted that the following year’s event would be held virtually and that in-person events would become the exception rather than the norm. 

Donut miss an issue.
Nothing goes together better than coffee, donuts and The Galena Gazette. 

Subscribe today, and you’ll be up to date on all things in Jo Daviess County. 
A local subscription is only $36.  That’s a dime a day.

Call 815-777-0019.

Broad Ideas show opens in GalenaT
one of the last public gatherings before the pandemic shutdown. 

Donut miss an issue.
Continued to page 11A

Place your ad any time at galenagazette.com

Pages 19-21A

Public notices on 6A: •One name change minor children.•One tax deed notice.•One notice of foreclosure.•One claims notice.•One notice of legal guardianship.•One notice of bid for lawn services.•One operating assistance grant notice.•One notice of public hearing.

Public notices

fyi
The Galena Zon-ing Board of Appeals will hold a meeting to discuss the Marine Hospital development plan on Wednesday, Feb. 9 at 6:30 p.m. at Galena City Hall. 

Green Street TavernFamily Meal DealSunday-Thursday 4 pm - 8 pmPick Up in Green Street Tavern$34 serves a Family of 4SUNDAY: Chicken ParmesanFlour Dusted Sauteed Chicken Tenders over Fettuccine with Housemade Marinara Sauce served with House Salad, choice of Dressing and Garlic Toast.MONDAY-BBQ Pulled Pork SandwichesHousemade BBQ Pulled Pork on Pretzel Buns served with Baked Potatoes with Butter and Sour Cream, Cole Slaw, House Salad and choice of Dressing.TUESDAY-Homemade MeatloafHousemade Meatloaf served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, Seasonal Vegetables, House Salad,choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.WEDNESDAY-Beer Battered Chicken TendersHandmade Beer Battered Chicken Tenders with Housemade Macaroni and Cheese served withHouse Salad, choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.THURSDAY-Italian Beef SandwichesThinly Sliced Prime Rib on Sub Rolls with Housemade Giardiniera, Mozzarella Cheese, andAu Jus on the Side. Served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, House Salad and choice of Dressing.

Green Street TavernCorner of Main & Green Street815-777-0090
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Better
Federally Insured by NCUA

Learn more at dupaco.com/ThankUse

in Thank Use shared since 2016.
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Culver’s of Galena  815-777-9401
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Order from our patio for delivery!

Place your ad any time at galenagazette.com

Pages 22-25A
Public notices on 6A: • Two claims notices.• One tax deed notice.• One notice of school renovations.• One notice of meeting on annexation.• One statement of affairs.• One notice of name change.• One notice of meeting date change.

Public notices

Better
Federally Insured by NCUA

Learn more at dupaco.com/ThankUse

in Thank Use shared since 2016.

$20.5+MILLION

Du
pac

o-2
615

_8

Wednesday, February 2, 2022 • 189 years • No. 5 • $1.50 • galenagazette.com

Chris
Curran
Financial 
Advisor
985 Galena Square Dr.Galena, IL 61036

Give Chris a call at815-777-6027www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Cold shoulder from your broker? Let’s talk.

Edw
ard J

ones
-327
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Crispy Grilled spiCy ChiCken sandwiChes
culvers.comCulver’s of Galena  815-777-9401

Culvers-7968_1

A new U.S. Grant statue?New, life-sized sculpture coming to Washington Park in 2022
St. Patrick’s Day parade, shimmy 

on March 12

Shuttle bus to 
run from June 
through Oct.

Food Truck Fight! Vendors slug it 
out on June 4

See Galena City 
Council story, 

page 12AA concerning development
Neighbors fear Marine Hospital development will change their neighborhood

An architect’s 
rendering of the Marine Hospital development 

project after the fourth phase 
shows the 
expanse of 
the develop-
ment, which 
includes over 
100 cabins, a 
vineyard and an events center. 
Contributed 
image

Zehr lives near the property and she was in-formed about the development by Clark. “I was shocked quite frankly and thought she was exaggerating the number of cottages,” said Zehr. “After looking at the proposal and speaking with Jim Baranski, I see the scope of the project was not exaggerated.”The number and volume of cabins was also concerning to Zehr. 

“My main concern is that I will be looking at little cottages along the hillside on the other side of Davis Creek,” said Zehr. “One side of these cottages will be all window, thus all light at night.”During Baranski’s presentation to the Galena Country Tourism board, he said he and the devel-oper will make sure there isn’t light pollution from the development as they use some of the same stringent regulations on light for the property as he 

had in a residential home he designed in Woodside, Calif., which has more strict light regulations. Zehr and her neighbors still have a lot of concern about the light. 
“Not only will I see (the light), but the light I am afraid will be even more visible from town, from the stop light, from Prospect Street, from anywhere that you can see the Highway 20 bridge, you will see this 

by Brandon Behlkebbehlke@galgazette.comGALENA–This past fall, when Jim Webster and his neighbor Wendy Clark were asked to attend a meeting in regard to plans for a neighboring prop-erty, they had no way of knowing what they were about to hear might change their quiet corner of Galena forever. 
At the meeting, developer Dave Hooten and architect Jim Baranski laid out plans for a develop-ment that would feature over 100 cabins surround-ing the historic Marine Hospital building, which would be restored as part of the proposal. “I was trying to be optimistic that day,” said Webster. “From the beginning, I didn’t like the idea of cabins along the hillside right behind our house, and I still don’t. We were really upset about Fourth Street being widened, but that has been changed.”The idyllic landscape around Davis Creek in the valley below where the Marine Hospital is located is one of the more peaceful and pristine locations in Jo Daviess County. Webster, Clark and many of their neighbors have voiced concern about the potential increase in traffic and the impact that might have on those who call the neighborhood home. “It will change the aesthetics of the neighbor-hood, adding light, sound and traffic,” said Karen Zehr. “I was happy with seeing cows in the pasture.”“I think it is an absolutely horrible idea,” said Faye Wrubel, a neighbor. “It will change Galena fundamentally. The beauty of Galena is its emphasis on being a historic community and to maintain historic integrity. This idea is an antithesis of what Galena has been.”

Continued to page 12A

A concerning development
Neighbors fear Marine Hospital development will change their neighborhood
GALENA–This past fall, when Jim Webster and his neighbor Wendy Clark were asked to attend a meeting in regard to plans for a neighboring property, they had no way of knowing what they were about to hear might change their quiet corner of Galena forever. 

At the meeting, developer Dave Hooten and architect Jim Baranski laid out plans for a development that would feature over 100 cabins surrounding the historic Marine Hospital building, which would be restored as part of the proposal. “I was trying to be optimistic that day,” said Webster. “From the beginning, I didn’t like the idea of cabins along the hillside right behind our house, and I still don’t. We were really upset about Fourth Street being widened, but that has been changed.”The idyllic landscape around Davis Creek in the valley below where the Marine Hospital is located is one of the more peaceful and pristine locations in Jo Daviess County. Webster, Clark and many of their neighbors have voiced concern about the potential increase in traffic and the impact that might have on those who call the neighborhood home. “It will change the aesthetics of the neighborhood, adding light, sound and traffic,” said Karen Zehr. “I was happy with seeing cows in the pasture.”“I think it is an absolutely horrible idea,” said Faye Wrubel, a neighbor. “It will change Galena fundamentally. The beauty of Galena is its emphasis on being a historic community and to maintain historic integrity. This idea is an antithesis of what Galena has been.”
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Green Street Tavern
Family Meal Deal

Sunday-Thursday 4 pm - 8 pm
Pick Up in Green Street Tavern

$34 serves a Family of 4
SUNDAY: Chicken Parmesan

Flour Dusted Sauteed Chicken Tenders over Fettuccine 
with Housemade Marinara Sauce served with House 

Salad, choice of Dressing and Garlic Toast.

MONDAY-BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwiches
Housemade BBQ Pulled Pork on Pretzel Buns served 

with Baked Potatoes with Butter and Sour Cream, 
Cole Slaw, House Salad and choice of Dressing.

TUESDAY-Homemade Meatloaf
Housemade Meatloaf served with Smashed Potatoes 

with Gravy, Seasonal Vegetables, House Salad,
choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan 

Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.

WEDNESDAY-Beer Battered Chicken Tenders
Handmade Beer Battered Chicken Tenders with 
Housemade Macaroni and Cheese served with
House Salad, choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of 

Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.

THURSDAY-Italian Beef Sandwiches
Thinly Sliced Prime Rib on Sub Rolls with 

Housemade Giardiniera, Mozzarella Cheese, and
Au Jus on the Side. Served with Smashed Potatoes 
with Gravy, House Salad and choice of Dressing.

Green Street Tavern
Corner of Main & Green Street
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Principal 
hire on 
agenda

GALENA–The search for a 
new Galena High School (GHS)
principal may be over.

According to the agenda for 
the Tuesday, Jan. 18 meeting, the 
Galena School Board was sched-
uled to hire Madeline Hawkins. 
The former Madeline Gereau is a 
2003 GHS graduate. 

She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from the 
University of Iowa in 2007; a 
master’s degree in early child-
hood education and teaching 
from Loyola Marymount in 2010; 
and a master’s degree in school 
leadership from Harvard in 2016. 

She’s taught in the Los Angeles 
area, the Chicagoland area, and 
for the past six years has been 
assistant principal, principal and 
associate director of schools at 
Rocketship Public Schools in 
Milwaukee, Wis.

For more information, see full 
story in the Jan. 26 Galena Gazette.

A rendering of the reconstruction of the Marine Hospital that is part of a project that could see over 100 cabins dotted throughout 
the property. Contributed rendering

Failure of 
the Marine 
Hospital

1844
City originally 
plans Marine 
Hospital, but 
put plans on 
hold.

1857
Construction begins 
in April. Facility to 
care for sick and 
disabled boatmen. 
Completed in 1859.

From the Jan. 6, 1866 Galena Daily Gazette:
“...the marine hospital system of the country has on the whole proved a failure. It was es-
tablished with the best and noblest intentions... The buildings for the hospitals were erected 
with great cost and admirably adapted to the purpose designed... But, after all, the number 
of patients were too few to warrant the expense...”

1866

What does the future hold for Galena’s

Marine Hospital?

Plans to go before zoning committee in February
by Brandon Behlke

bbehlke@galgazette.com
GALENA–About 30 people joined a Zoom call 

for the Galena Country Tourism board meeting 
Jan. 12, with many listening in to see what ar-
chitect Jim Baranski had to say about a project 
he designed for developer David Hooten involv-
ing a large lodging project revolving around the 
historic Marine Hospital on Galena’s east side. 

A few of the property’s neighbors heard a 
similar presentation earlier this winter, but 

this was the first time that the information was 
made public. 

“Over my holiday break, I met with Jim in 
person and learned about this project. I am very 
excited about it for many reasons,” said Rose 
Noble, GCT president and CEO. “I feel like this 
is an amazing opportunity for our community. 
If we are looking at it from a board of director 
point of view, having a project like this come 
in is a positive.”

The Marine Hospital, since it was built 150 

years ago, has had a roller coaster of ownership 
changes and uses, but Baranski and Hooten 
are hopeful their plan can sustain the building 
into the future while bringing visitors to the 
historic hillside. 

Purchasing the property
“The number one reason that David 

purchased the property was for the Marine 
Hospital,” said Baranski. “He fell in love with 

Continued to page 7A

GALENA–To accommodate those interested in watching the city of Galena’s Wednesday, Feb. 9 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting, but who do not want to attend in person, the public can view the meeting using Zoom Video Com-munications. The meeting is at 6:30 p.m. at Galena City Hall. The main topic addressed at the meeting will be the proposed 

development on the east side of the city. 
Zoom users may access the meeting at us02web.zoom.us/j/84672591347 (Meeting ID: 846 7259 1347). Members of the public viewing with Zoom will be muted. No meeting testimony will be accepted using Zoom. All testimony must be made in person during the meeting at city hall.

Galena was home last week to the Special Olympics Illinois Winter Games, which brought athletes 
and volunteers together for three days of competition and fun. More photos can be found on page 
24A. Mark Van Osdol photo

Public can watch 
zoning meeting 

on Zoom

Marine Hospital meeting Feb. 9

A jarring discovery

About 20 years 
ago, Galena 

resident Charles 
Fach found shards 

of hand-thrown 
pottery in his 

yard along Spring 
Street. He wasn’t 

sure what the 
mysterious pot-

tery once held 
until 2018, when a 

completely intact 
jar was found in 
another location 
on his property. 

That complete jar 
helped answer 

some questions. 
Hillary Dickerson 

photos

by Hillary Dickersonhdickerson@galgazette.comGALENA–About 20 years ago, Charles Fach was working on some stone terraces outside the Artists’ An-nex on Spring Street when he dug up some shards of hand-thrown pottery. He picked them out of the ground, cleaned them off and stored them in a container where he had other shards he’d collected through the years. Fach thought at the time those pieces of pottery might have been used to store wine. A potter himself, Fach studied the work for clues. And then he went on with life. Fast-forward two decades. It was the 

spring of 2018 when a crew from Matt Wienen Construction was digging the foundation for the Fachs’ new home on South Dodge Street, on the hillside up from the old brewery building and Art-ists’ Annex. Years ago, Fach said, a barn stood on the hillside, where a couple horses, associated with the brewery, worked a pump or grinder. Fach has 

an 1876 diary entry from Rudolph Speier, who owned the brewery from 1856-1880, that mentions when one of the horses died. 
One of the construction workers walked up to Fach that spring day with a hand-thrown jug–completely intact–that he’d found when a scoop of earth 

“I looked and I thought, ‘What? This can’t be happening.’”
Charlie Fach, on the unique findSubscribe today, and you’ll be up to date on all things in Jo Daviess County. 

A jarring discovery
of hand-thrown 

pottery in his 
yard along Spring 
Street. He wasn’t 

sure what the 
mysterious pot-

tery once held 
until 2018, when a 

completely intact 

by Hillary Dickersonhdickerson@galgazette.comGALENA–About 20 years ago, Charles Fach was working on some stone terraces outside the Artists’ An-nex on Spring Street when he dug up some shards of hand-thrown pottery. He picked them out of the ground, cleaned them off and stored them in spring of 2018 when a crew from Matt an 1876 diary entry from Rudolph 

“I looked and I thought, ‘What? This can’t be happening.’”
Charlie Fach, on the unique find
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Green Street TavernFamily Meal DealSunday-Thursday 4 pm - 8 pmPick Up in Green Street Tavern$34 serves a Family of 4SUNDAY: Chicken ParmesanFlour Dusted Sauteed Chicken Tenders over Fettuccine with Housemade Marinara Sauce served with House Salad, choice of Dressing and Garlic Toast.MONDAY-BBQ Pulled Pork SandwichesHousemade BBQ Pulled Pork on Pretzel Buns served with Baked Potatoes with Butter and Sour Cream, Cole Slaw, House Salad and choice of Dressing.TUESDAY-Homemade MeatloafHousemade Meatloaf served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, Seasonal Vegetables, House Salad,choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.WEDNESDAY-Beer Battered Chicken TendersHandmade Beer Battered Chicken Tenders with Housemade Macaroni and Cheese served withHouse Salad, choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.THURSDAY-Italian Beef SandwichesThinly Sliced Prime Rib on Sub Rolls with Housemade Giardiniera, Mozzarella Cheese, andAu Jus on the Side. Served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, House Salad and choice of Dressing.

Green Street TavernCorner of Main & Green Street815-777-0090
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Principal 
hire on 
agenda

GALENA–The search for a new Galena High School (GHS)principal may be over.
According to the agenda for the Tuesday, Jan. 18 meeting, the Galena School Board was sched-uled to hire Madeline Hawkins. The former Madeline Gereau is a 2003 GHS graduate. 

She earned her bachelor’s degree in psychology from the University of Iowa in 2007; a master’s degree in early child-hood education and teaching from Loyola Marymount in 2010; and a master’s degree in school leadership from Harvard in 2016. She’s taught in the Los Angeles area, the Chicagoland area, and for the past six years has been assistant principal, principal and associate director of schools at Rocketship Public Schools in Milwaukee, Wis.
For more information, see full story in the Jan. 26 Galena Gazette.

A rendering of the reconstruction of the Marine Hospital that is part of a project that could see over 100 cabins dotted throughout 

the property. Contributed rendering

Failure of 
the Marine 
Hospital

1844
City originally 
plans Marine 
Hospital, but 
put plans on 
hold.

1857
Construction begins 
in April. Facility to 
care for sick and 
disabled boatmen. 
Completed in 1859.

From the Jan. 6, 1866 Galena Daily Gazette:“...the marine hospital system of the country has on the whole proved a failure. It was es-
tablished with the best and noblest intentions... The buildings for the hospitals were erected 
with great cost and admirably adapted to the purpose designed... But, after all, the number 
of patients were too few to warrant the expense...”

1866

What does the future hold for Galena’sMarine Hospital?

Plans to go before zoning committee in Februaryby Brandon Behlke
bbehlke@galgazette.comGALENA–About 30 people joined a Zoom call for the Galena Country Tourism board meeting Jan. 12, with many listening in to see what ar-chitect Jim Baranski had to say about a project he designed for developer David Hooten involv-ing a large lodging project revolving around the historic Marine Hospital on Galena’s east side. A few of the property’s neighbors heard a similar presentation earlier this winter, but 

this was the first time that the information was made public. 
“Over my holiday break, I met with Jim in person and learned about this project. I am very excited about it for many reasons,” said Rose Noble, GCT president and CEO. “I feel like this is an amazing opportunity for our community. If we are looking at it from a board of director point of view, having a project like this come in is a positive.”

The Marine Hospital, since it was built 150 

years ago, has had a roller coaster of ownership changes and uses, but Baranski and Hooten are hopeful their plan can sustain the building into the future while bringing visitors to the historic hillside. 

Purchasing the property“The number one reason that David purchased the property was for the Marine Hospital,” said Baranski. “He fell in love with 
Continued to page 7A

Green Street TavernFamily Meal DealSunday-Thursday 4 pm - 8 pmPick Up in Green Street Tavern
Pick Up in Green Street Tavern$34 serves a Family of 4SUNDAY: Chicken ParmesanFlour Dusted Sauteed Chicken Tenders over Fettuccine with Housemade Marinara Sauce served with House Salad, choice of Dressing and Garlic Toast.MONDAY-BBQ Pulled Pork SandwichesHousemade BBQ Pulled Pork on Pretzel Buns served with Baked Potatoes with Butter and Sour Cream, Cole Slaw, House Salad and choice of Dressing.TUESDAY-Homemade MeatloafHousemade Meatloaf served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, Seasonal Vegetables, House Salad,choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.WEDNESDAY-Beer Battered Chicken TendersHandmade Beer Battered Chicken Tenders with Housemade Macaroni and Cheese served withHouse Salad, choice of Dressing, and a Loaf of Parmesan Encrusted Basil Focaccia Bread.THURSDAY-Italian Beef SandwichesThinly Sliced Prime Rib on Sub Rolls with Housemade Giardiniera, Mozzarella Cheese, andAu Jus on the Side. Served with Smashed Potatoes with Gravy, House Salad and choice of Dressing.

Green Street TavernCorner of Main & Green Street815-777-0090
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displays some of this year’s work for the feminist art show planned for March at the Galena Center for the Arts, 971 Gear St., Galena. Hillary Dickerson photo

one of the last public gatherings before the pandemic shutdown. 
No one could have predicted that the following year’s event would be held virtually and that in-person events would become the exception rather than the norm. But, now, Broad Ideas is back, in-person, the fi rst show to be held at the new Galena Center for the Arts, 971 Gear St., the former Il-

shutdown. 
No one could have predicted that the following year’s event would be held virtually and that in-person events would become the exception rather than the norm. 

Galena was home last week to the Special Olympics Illinois Winter Games, which brought athletes 
and volunteers together for three days of competition and fun. More photos can be found on page 

by Hillary 
Dickerson 

hdickerson@
galgazette.com

Broad 
events

Arts, 971 Gear St., the former Il-linois Bank & Trust building.  

a group of women fi ve years ago to organize what was then proposed as a one-time show, is excited about the month-long show and all the activities that come along with. “It’s weird planning an art show in a pandemic,” said Thraen-Borowski. 
As she has every year, Thraen-Borowski has enjoyed every minute of working with fellow organizers Kate Miller, Rose Noble, Cindy Tegtmeyer, Nancy Schult, Carole Sullivan, Cathie Elsbree, Jen Not-trott and Connie Warsing, who are all so collaborative and supportive of the effort. 

“It’s the most functional group 

 galenagazette.com

Thank you for allowing us to achieve our 2021 goal!

Principal 
hire on 
agenda

GALENA–The search for a new Galena High School (GHS)

According to the agenda for the Tuesday, Jan. 18 meeting, the Galena School Board was sched-uled to hire Madeline Hawkins. The former Madeline Gereau is a 

She earned her bachelor’s degree in psychology from the University of Iowa in 2007; a master’s degree in early child-hood education and teaching from Loyola Marymount in 2010; and a master’s degree in school leadership from Harvard in 2016. She’s taught in the Los Angeles area, the Chicagoland area, and for the past six years has been assistant principal, principal and 
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Crispy Grilled spiCy ChiCken sandwiChes
culvers.comCulver’s of Galena  815-777-9401

Culvers-7968_1

A new U.S. Grant statue?New, life-sized sculpture coming to Washington Park in 2022St. Patrick’s Day 
parade, shimmy 

on March 12

Shuttle bus to 
run from June 
through Oct.

Food Truck Fight! 
Vendors slug it 
out on June 4

See Galena City 
Council story, 

page 12AA concerning developmentNeighbors fear Marine Hospital development will change their neighborhood

An architect’s 
rendering of the 
Marine Hospital 
development 
project after the 
fourth phase 
shows the 
expanse of 
the develop-
ment, which 
includes over 
100 cabins, a 
vineyard and an 
events center. 
Contributed 
image

Zehr lives near the property and she was in-formed about the development by Clark. “I was shocked quite frankly and thought she was exaggerating the number of cottages,” said Zehr. “After looking at the proposal and speaking with Jim Baranski, I see the scope of the project was not exaggerated.”
The number and volume of cabins was also concerning to Zehr. 

“My main concern is that I will be looking at little cottages along the hillside on the other side of Davis Creek,” said Zehr. “One side of these cottages will be all window, thus all light at night.”During Baranski’s presentation to the Galena Country Tourism board, he said he and the devel-oper will make sure there isn’t light pollution from the development as they use some of the same stringent regulations on light for the property as he 

had in a residential home he designed in Woodside, Calif., which has more strict light regulations. Zehr and her neighbors still have a lot of concern about the light. 
“Not only will I see (the light), but the light I am afraid will be even more visible from town, from the stop light, from Prospect Street, from anywhere that you can see the Highway 20 bridge, you will see this 

by Brandon Behlke
bbehlke@galgazette.comGALENA–This past fall, when Jim Webster and his neighbor Wendy Clark were asked to attend a meeting in regard to plans for a neighboring prop-erty, they had no way of knowing what they were about to hear might change their quiet corner of Galena forever. 

At the meeting, developer Dave Hooten and architect Jim Baranski laid out plans for a develop-ment that would feature over 100 cabins surround-ing the historic Marine Hospital building, which would be restored as part of the proposal. “I was trying to be optimistic that day,” said Webster. “From the beginning, I didn’t like the idea of cabins along the hillside right behind our house, and I still don’t. We were really upset about Fourth Street being widened, but that has been changed.”The idyllic landscape around Davis Creek in the valley below where the Marine Hospital is located is one of the more peaceful and pristine locations in Jo Daviess County. Webster, Clark and many of their neighbors have voiced concern about the potential increase in traffic and the impact that might have on those who call the neighborhood home. “It will change the aesthetics of the neighbor-hood, adding light, sound and traffic,” said Karen Zehr. “I was happy with seeing cows in the pasture.”“I think it is an absolutely horrible idea,” said Faye Wrubel, a neighbor. “It will change Galena fundamentally. The beauty of Galena is its emphasis on being a historic community and to maintain historic integrity. This idea is an antithesis of what Galena has been.”

Continued to page 12A
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Located in the heart 
of Jo Daviess County,
 Elizabeth is known 

for its rolling hills, beautiful 
scenery and friendly 
people. The recipient of 
the Illinois 2010 Governor’s 
Home Town award, 
Elizabeth is an exceptional 
village in which to live, 
conduct business or stay a 
spell and visit .
Elizabeth was incorporated 
in 1868 and provides a 
glimpse of the past as well 
as maintaining an up to 
date infrastructure. 

Elizabeth captures all of 
the benefits of rural America, while maintaining the advantages of being a 21st century Main Street community.

Home to more than 700 friendly residents, Elizabeth is one of Illinois’ most unique small towns.  Located directly on Ulysses 
S. Grant U.S. Highway 20, the village of Elizabeth is a convenient spot to operate a business. Residents are proud of their 
Midwestern lifestyle and great work ethic.

134 N. Main St.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

(815) 858-3749

113 S. Main Street 
Elizabeth, IL 61028

(815) 277-9206

Exclusive Retailer ofTHE Exclusive Retailer ofTHETHE

Clothes
Bin and

GIFT SHOP
Why Go ordinary When you 

Can Go extraordinary!
Designer Inspired Apparel • Scarves • Candles

Coobies • Unique Jewelry & Accessories
Trendy & Stylish Footwear • and much more!

148 N. Main, Elizabeth, IL • 815-858-3714
15 E. Stephenson, Freeport, IL • 815-235-1168

C
lothes B

in-8789_1

101 West Main Street
Elizabeth, Illinois 61028

15 min. East of Galena on Hwy 20
(815) 990-8618

Make Online Reservations at 
thethreeelizabethsguesthouse.com

The Three 
Elizabeths 

Guest House

238 N Main St. 
Elizabeth, IL
815-858-2327

Eshelman Pottery
Elegant & Functional

Made in Elizabeth since 1988

Mon-Sat
9 to 5
Call ahead

eshelmanpottery.com

Safe Haven Humane Society is a small 
nonprofit animal shelter in rural Jo Daviess 

County that works to save as many cats 
and dogs as possible, provide them 

exceptional care, and keep them safe until 
they are adopted into a forever home.

www.safehavenforpets.org

Safe Haven
Humane Society

1471 HW 20 W.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

815-858-2265

(815) 776-0773
almostheavenrentalsgalena.com

Worship Times:
9am Sunday

May-September 
Services will be 
held outdoors 

(weather 
permitting) and 

feature live 
music with 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
411 W. Catlin Street, Elizabeth, IL 61028

(815) 858-3334

Visit stpaulelizabeth.org for more information

free coffee and donuts. We 
invite all to join us and 

encourage visitors 
to come enjoy 

a Sunday 
morning 

service 
with 
us.

102 N. Main St.
Elizabeth, IL 61028
(815) 858-6026
info@lolas-deli.com
http://www.lolas-deli.com/

DELIcious

102 N. Main St.

Sliced-to-order deli meats and 
cheeses, deli salads, breakfast
and hot & cold sandwiches
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by Emma Eaton

Galena boasts nine Civil War Generals, with General and 
President Ulysses S. Grant being the most notable. However, 
one must not forget the other eight, as their roles in the 

Civil War and ensuing rebuild were crucial. 
General William Rueben Rowley was the 
last surviving member of Grant’s staff. 
He was a lieutenant colonel and military 
secretary during the war. Rowley was later 
brevetted Brigadier General and became a 
close confidant of Grant.

Born fifth of seven children in 1824 
New York, Rowley made his way west to 
teach and practice law. His ancestors were 
patriots in the American Revolution, and 
their fierce spirit flowed through his veins. 
In 1843, he moved to Jo Daviess County 

and taught in Scales Mound, meeting his wife, Elizabeth, who 
was a steamboat captain’s daughter. During this time, Rowley’s 
career took a different direction, and he became very involved in 
local politics. He was appointed recorder and collector for the 
county, and he and Elizabeth built a house on Hill Street in Ga-
lena. They had a son, Louis, and three daughters: Louise, Estelle 
and Geneva. In 1854, Rowley was elected county sheriff and 
carried out Jo Daviess County’s first and only legal hanging of a 
man who was convicted of murdering his wife. His final pre-war 
position was deputy circuit clerk.

Grant and his family lived right around the corner from the 
Rowleys, but the two men could have never predicted how close 
they would become in the coming years. 

In 1861, Rowley was commissioned 1st Lieutenant, Com-
pany D, 45th Illinois Infantry. Under Grant’s command, Rowley 
fought at the Battle of Fort Donelson, where the Union troops 
were successful and moved farther south. Rowley was commis-
sioned captain for his performance, as the battle was a key step in 
ending the war. 

Rowley also played a major role in the Battle of Shiloh. When 
the Confederate troops launched a surprise attack, Grant needed 
reinforcements, but they were nowhere to be found. Grant tasked 
Rowley with finding the reinforcements and their general, which 
he did, but he then had to convince the general to follow him 

General
Rowley

By portraying one of Galena’s 
nine Civil War generals, Jeff Klein 
shares important history lessons
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to the battle. Generals typically do not take orders from 
captains, but Rowley had Grant’s backing. 

Rowley returned to a bloodbath in Shiloh–Grant was 
leading a counterattack. Rowley watched a bullet strike 
Grant’s scabbard, splitting his sword in half as a shell passed 
between his horse’s legs. 

“Pretty loud, call that for my horse’s legs,” Grant said. 
“I think that was a pretty loud call for your legs,” Rowley 

responded. 
By the second day’s conclusion, the Union had the up-

per hand and claimed the victory. Rowley was promoted 
to major and served as Grant’s aide de camp. Later, he was 
appointed lieutenant colonel and military secretary.

Unfortunately, Rowley’s valor in the Western Theater cost 
him his health. He contracted rheumatism from lying in the 
snow on the battlefield. It grew increasingly worse, which 
forced him to resign from his positions in 1864. 

Rowley returned to Galena and became the circuit clerk 
of Jo Daviess County. His health improved, but he never 
fully recovered. Grant and Rowley remained close and 
spent a lot of time together after the war. Rowley staunchly 
defended Grant’s character and actions, and Grant made 
frequent visits to Rowley’s office in Galena. On Grant’s rec-
ommendation, Rowley was brevetted Brigadier General. 

Rowley was also an extremely active member of the 
Masons and held numerous offices before and after the war. 
In 1877, he was elected county judge, a position he held 
until his death in 1886. He was the last surviving member of 
Grant’s staff, and his death occurred on the final official day 
of mourning for President Grant–a full-circle moment that 
forever links the two Civil War heroes. Rowley was buried in 
Galena’s Greenwood Cemetery.

Lasting Legacy and Portrayal
Now, Jeff Klein portrays Rowley for the Galena Generals. 
The Galena Generals were founded in 1961, and its 

members suit up and portray the nine Generals at parades, 
weddings and various speaking engagements. 

Klein has been involved for 10 years; he was originally 
introduced to group members at a parade.

“I belong to the American Legion in East Dubuque,” 
Klein said. “We’ve been in parades together with the Gener-
als, and I got talking with a couple of them, and they all 
seemed to like it.”

The Galena Generals perform in five major parades 
throughout the year, including the Fourth of July parade in 
Galena. Their largest responsibility comes around Memorial 
Day, when they honor fallen soldiers. 

The Generals wear authentic wool uniforms with few 
pockets and little ventilation, even in the summer. Despite 
the heat, Klein said he enjoys performing in the Memorial 
Day parade in East Dubuque the most.

“For me, especially being a veteran, it’s always the Memo-
rial Day parades,” Klein said.

Klein said the impact of the Galena Generals is two-fold. 
It is important for the community to remember and honor 
the legacy of its nine courageous generals, no doubt, but 
many people are unaware any other generals lived in Galena 
besides Grant. Oftentimes, the existence of Rowley is forgot-
ten, even though he was instrumental to Grant’s victories 
at Fort Donelson and Shiloh. All the generals deserve some 
credit, Klein said.

“For one thing, I’ve lived in the tri-state area my whole 
life …” Klein said. “I think it (the portrayal of the generals) 
is important because people only hear of Grant, basically.”
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ALL ABOUT A
GHOST TOUR
A fascinating walking tour 
with stories about Galena’s 
Ghostly past and present

Friday and Saturday 
Evenings at 8 p.m.
Tours year-round

call for more information
(815) 777-9252

A mix of History & Mystery
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620 S. West St., Galena
(815) 777-9591 

John Martinson, Artist
weststreetsculpturepark.com

Studio 
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Quotes from TripAdvisor
“Out-of-the ordinary and fascinating.”
“This is the most unique sculpture park 

we ever have seen.”
“Hidden gem!”

“Took a lot of pictures
and had a great time.”

“Go there and be ready to smile!”
“We stop by every time we are in 
the area just to see what is new.” 

“Wonderful, fanciful and imaginative.”
“A nice surprise and

a welcome change of pace.”

• Outdoor Gallery
• Woods  • Trails
• Free Admission
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FIrsts & Onlies
•Clint Youle, a former publisher of The Galena 

Gazette, was the first television weather broadcast-
er in the United States.

•Galena has 37 sets of public steps (and scores 
of private ones).

•The only dedicated Masonic Cemetery in 
Wisconsin is located in nearby New Diggings, 
Wis., part of the original Federal Mining District 
of northwest Illinois and southwestern Wisconsin.

•Galena is the second-most popular tourism 
city in Illinois after Chicago.

•The only stained glass window dedicated to 
the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) in the 
U.S. is in the United Methodist Church, 309 S. 
Main St., Elizabeth.

•There are 17 places named Galena in the U.S. 
There is one Galena in British Columbia, Canada, 
one in Brazil and one in Australia.

All sorts of fun Galena & 
Jo Daviess County trivia
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History
•Nine Union generals from 

Galena served in the Civil War, 
including General U.S. Grant. 
This is the most generals per 
capita to serve from one com-
munity in the Civil War.

•Ulysses S. Grant, who lived 
in Galena, was the 18th Presi-
dent of the United States. 2022 
is the 200th anniversary of his 
birth (April 27, 1822).

•Several Native American 
tribes lived in the Galena area 
before Euro-Americans arrived, 
among them Ho-Chunk, Sac 
and Fox (Meskwaki Nation) 
and Menominee.

•The First Presbyterian 
Church in Galena is the oldest 
Protestant church building in 
continuous service in the old 
Northwest Territory (1838).

•The DeSoto House Hotel is 
the oldest continuously operat-
ing hotel in Illinois (1855).

•The Galena Fire Protection 
District was created in 1830. 
It is Illinois’ oldest fire depart-
ment.

•The Galena Gazette is Illi-
nois’ oldest weekly newspaper, 
founded in November of 1834. 
It’s the third-oldest newspaper 
in continuous operation in Il-
linois.

•Galena was the first Illinois 
community after Springfield 
to adopt an historic preserva-
tion ordinance, which in turn 
established an historic district. 
Eighty-five percent of Galena is listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places District.

•Civil War general Augustus Chetlain of Galena was the first Illinois-
an to volunteer for the Union in the Civil War.

•Ely S. Parker–Do-ne-ho-ga-wa–was the only Native American (Sen-
eca Nation) general in the Union Army during the Civil War. Parker 
was the superintendent of engineering for the U.S. Customs House in 
Galena (now the downtown post office) and Marine Hospital.

•In 1845, Galena produced 80 percent of the lead in the U.S.
•The oldest stone house in Galena is the Harrison House, 458 Dewey 

Ave. (1826).
•The oldest frame house in Galena is the Morrison House, 347 Spring 

St. (circa 1830).
•The Galena Post Office is the second-oldest post office in continuous 

service in the U.S. (1857).
•The Galena Area Chamber of Commerce is the oldest chamber in 

Illinois (Feb. 2, 1838).
•Old No. 1 Firehouse on Bench Street is the oldest firehouse of its 

type extant in Illinois.
•There are more than 1,450 structures within the Galena 

Historic District.
•The city of Galena was organized in 1826.
•Grace Episcopal Church in Galena is the oldest Episcopal 

church in continuous use in the Diocese of Chicago (1849).
•The Log Cabin is the oldest continuously-operating restau-

rant in Galena (1937).
•The Point of Beginning, just across the Wisconsin-Illinois 

state line, outside Hazel Green, Wis., is the benchmark from 
which all land in Wisconsin was surveyed (1831).

•Jo Daviess County was organized in 1827. It was named for 
Colonel Jo Daviess who was killed at the Battle of Tippecanoe 
in 1811.
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Stop by!
The DeSoto 
House is 
located at 230 
S. Main St., 
Galena.

Majestic on main
T he history of Galena’s DeSoto House is equal parts 

splendid and sordid, spanning from 1855 to today. 
In the 1850s, Galena was at its peak. The Il-

linois Central Railroad was making plans to lay track to 
Galena, which was already a main Mississippi River port. 

Travelers, investors and workers treated 
Galena as the halfway point between the 
established river cities of St. Louis and St. 
Paul. Galena also boasted a steady mining 
industry, for which the town was named. 
Local investors, including U.S. Grant’s 
father, Jesse Root Grant, aimed to capital-
ize on Galena’s prosperity, so they formed 
the Galena Hotel Company and built the 
DeSoto House in 1855. It was named af-

ter Hernando DeSoto, who discovered the Mississippi River. 
The DeSoto was billed as “the largest hotel in the West.” 

The original building consisted of five stories and a lower 
level basement. The DeSoto had 225 guest rooms, various 
reading rooms and parlors, as well as retail stores, offices, a 
saloon and a bowling alley. The hotel’s dining room could 
seat 300 guests, and it even had its own gas works to light 
the entire building.

John C. Parks, the first proprietor of the DeSoto House, 
furnished the hotel at a cost of $15,000 in exchange for a 
two-year rent-free contract. In the early years of its opera-
tion, the DeSoto House established itself as a hub for social 
and political events. In 1856, Abraham Lincoln spoke from 
the DeSoto House balcony in support of John Fremont’s 
bid for presidency. In 1858, Stephen A. Douglas made a 

speech from the same balcony. In 1860, over 15,000 specta-
tors crowded in front of the hotel in support of Lincoln’s 
presidential bid.

Ulysses S. Grant’s return to Galena after the Civil War 
was arguably the biggest celebration the DeSoto House 
hosted, as 25,000 people took to the streets to welcome the 
hero home. Bands, parades and cannon salutes preceded a 
huge reception ball. Grant later used hotel rooms 209 and 
211 as his presidential campaign headquarters. During the 
next few years, as Galena’s economy declined, the DeSoto 
House still managed to shine. The hotel continued to wel-
come soldiers, dignitaries and other celebrities for banquets, 
balls and gatherings.
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Eventually, when railroads became more popular than 
river transportation, Galena and its DeSoto House were 
in trouble. To make matters worse, the hotel suffered two 
devastating fires that caused water and smoke damage and 
destroyed several rooms. The second fire, which occurred 
in the hotel’s basement in 1869, was its final demise. The 
DeSoto House was put up for rent in 1870, with all its 
furnishings auctioned off.

W.H. Blewett purchased the hotel a year later and re-
stored it to its original glory. Local industries were succeed-
ing and learning how to survive without steamboats. Under 
Blewett’s direction, the DeSoto House hosted traveling 
performers like General and Mrs. Tom Thumb, Duprey and 
Green’s Minstrels as well as American aeronaut, Professor 
S.M. Brooks. The upper two floors of the hotel were com-
pletely removed, and the tavern moved to the Green Street 
side of the building, where it is located today. A bowling 
alley was attached to the tavern in 1883.

In the early and mid-1900s, the hotel was redecorated 
and hot and cold running water were installed in every bath-
room. The DeSoto House transitioned into a combination 
hotel and boarding house due to the dwindling economy 
of the town. Failed renovation attempts occurred in 1971 
and 1977. Finally, former Galena Mayor Frank Einsweiler 
brought the necessary people and funds together to restore 
the once-magnificent DeSoto House. The project took a 
year to complete, spanning from 1985 to 1986 and costing 
$7.8 million.

Today, the DeSoto House has 55 guest rooms with 
private baths, three dining areas, a ballroom, conference and 
banquet rooms, specialty shops and a private parking garage. 
It features a four-story atrium with a restaurant that serves 
breakfast and lunch. The Courtyard can also be reserved 
for private events. The Generals’ Restaurant, located on the 
lower level, was named in honor of Galena’s nine Civil War 
generals. It offers a lounge and dining rooms with origi-
nal brick walls and beamed ceilings. Green Street Tavern, 
DeSoto’s third dining area, remains in its 1883 location: on 

the main level with a perfect view of Main Street. At the 
DeSoto House, visitors and guests will feel the full-circle 
moment of past and present colliding.



Living history

Old Blacksmith Shop
245 Commerce St, Galena, 815-

777-1893, May through October. 
Old Blacksmith Shop is a museum, 

but there are forges that operate 
and blacksmiths are on duty during 

the season. Check out the well-
stocked gift shop filled with things 
made by blacksmiths and also the 
local foundry. They do beautiful 

custom work as well. Come watch 
the sparks fly at the Old Blacksmith 
Shop. Open 10 am to 4 pm Friday 

through Monday.

Galena & U.S. Grant Museum
211 S. Bench St, Galena, 815-777-9129, Galenahistory.

org. Step inside the Galena & U.S. Grant Museum in Galena 
to discover the history behind the area’s lead mining, steam-
boating and commercial success during the Civil War era. 

Meet the spirit of Ulysses Grant in a hologram that welcomes 
guests into the museum. There are also true national treasures, 
like the “Peace in Union” and “General Grant on the Battle-

field” paintings and the flag from the Vicksburg Siege. 
The museum is located in an 1858 Italianate mansion built 

as a private residence by Galena merchant Daniel Barrows. It 
features over 6,000 square feet of exhibit space and presenta-
tions on lead mining in the northwest region, the Driftless 

Area, Grant’s leather store and the Port of Galena. Souvenirs, 
gifts and books are available for purchase in the gift shop.

There are pieces of the past 
to explore at every turn
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The Two Charleses:
Charlie Fach holds a 

plaque of Charles Scheerer, 
an avid member of the 

Turner Society. Scheerer, a 
three-time Galena mayor, 

served as caretaker for 
Turner Hall, and even died 

inside the building in 1910.
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Turner Hall’s
eternal keeper

by Emma Eaton

A new plaque is on display in Galena’s historic Turner 
Hall. It honors Charles Scheerer, a man who was 
extremely passionate about Turner Hall and served 

as its manager until his death in 1910. 
Artist and former Turner Hall committee member 

Charles Fach created the memorial plaque with financial 
sponsorship from Barbara Wimbush. Fach’s involvement 
with the Turner Hall committee inspired him to preserve 
Scheerer’s legacy. 

Scheerer had two loves: his wife, Emma, and Turner 
Hall. He was a charter member of The Galena Social 
Turner Society, an avid supporter of Turner Hall and 
dedicated his life to managing the hall from its inception 
in 1874 until his dramatic death. Scheerer was also Ga-
lena’s mayor for three terms, postmaster for two terms, 
Liberty Fire Co. No. 1 active member and Knights of 
Pythias, Saxon Lodge 382 member. In 1892, he was 
elected Grand Chancellor in the State of Illinois. 

According to The Galena Gazette, “Harmony was his 
rule.” 

While Scheerer’s extensive service to the community 
was unmatched, he is perhaps most remembered for 
the circumstances of his death. En route to a meeting at 
Turner Hall, Scheerer collapsed on the building’s front 
steps. His colleagues carried him inside, where he passed 
away shortly after.

“Here the guy is, no children,” Fach said. “One of his 
big loves was Turner Hall, and the other was his wife, 
so he passed away with both by his side. It’s pretty darn 
romantic.”

Today, Scheerer’s ghost is said to lurk around the 
building. It is an interesting juxtaposition–Turner Hall 
represents his deathbed but also much of his life and 
legacy. Fach aimed to capture this narrative. He used a 
photo of Scheerer for guidance but encountered a couple 
challenges.

“The photo, of course, had his left eye shadowed, so 
you don’t really know what’s going on,” Fach said. “I had 
to interpolate.”

Fach said he intended to cast the project himself, 
but the text threw him for a loop. He did not have the 
capability to create professional-grade text. 

City of Galena Facilities Manager Janelle Keeffer con-
nected Fach with Wimbush, who had lived in the same 
house that Scheerer and his wife had once owned. The 

Charles Scheerer
May 31, 1844–March 14, 1910

Mr. Scheerer was a charter member of The Galena 
Social Turner Society, an avid supporter of Turner Hall, 
and was manager of this Hall from the time it was built 
in 1874 until his death in 1910. His service to the City 
of Galena was exemplary. Galena mayor for three terms, 
Galena postmaster for two terms, active member of Lib-
erty Fire Co. No. 1, Member of the Knights of Pythias, 
Saxon Lodge 382, and in 1892 elected Grand Chan-
cellor in the State of Illinois. According to The Galena 
Gazette, “Harmony was his Rule.” On March 14, 1910 
on his way to a meeting in Turner Hall, he collapsed at 
the stairs leading to the entrance. He was carried into 
the Hall where he passed away 15 minutes later with 
Emma, his wife, by his side.
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Funeral procession for Charles Scheerer in front of 
the Jo Daviess County Courthouse in 1910.

house is located just down the street from Turner 
Hall, and Wimbush had a significant collection of 
Scheerer’s memorabilia. Fach said Wimbush had 
worked on garnering her collection for almost 27 
years. The two met, and Fach resumed sculpting.

“He (Scheerer) was just Turner Hall’s booster …” 
Fach said. “We’ve had a lot of people ever since, in-
terested in Turner Hall, and they try to do their best, 
but he was the beginning of a long procession of 
people who love the building. To me, it was obvious 
it needed to be done, some kind of tribute to not let 
him be forgotten.”

Turner Hall is a historically significant space that 
everyone loves, Fach said. Restoration and preser-
vation efforts must continue to keep the building 
viable, despite flaws like the unmoving cliff behind 
the structure and limited parking. Fach commended 
Keeffer and the city’s efforts and said Turner Hall is 
in good hands. 

Fach and Scheerer may have the same first name 
and a shared passion for Turner Hall, but the simi-
larities end there, Fach said. Scheerer was social and 
politician-like, while Fach prefers to keep to himself. 
The two men are direct opposites, if anything. 
Nevertheless, Scheerer set an important precedent: 
Protect Turner Hall at all costs. The new plaque will 
serve as a constant reminder of this sentiment. It 
will honor the original keeper of Turner Hall and 
encourage others to continue his legacy, Fach said.

“You just don’t have that kind of ending for ev-
erybody,” Fach said. “It’s so poignant that happened, 
then she (Emma) got there and was by his side, in 
the building that he dearly loved.”

Turner Hall is located at 
115 S. Bench St., Galena

‘Mayor Scheerer was a man who was 
untiring in his efforts toward the 
betterment of Galena. He discharged 
his duties as a public official with that 
same degree of care that he gave to his 
own personal affairs.’
Attorney J.M. Nack 
upon the death of Charles Scheerer in 1910
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Built in 1857, it’s one of the oldest post offices in continuous operation in the U.S. 

Standing tall

This historic view is of the Custom House 
and Post Office at the corner of Green and 
Commerce streets.

See it!
The Galena 
Custom House 
and Post Office 
is located at 
110 Green St., 
Galena. The 
main entrance, 
shown in the 
picture above, 
was originally 
on the side of 
building facing 
the river. That 
door is now a 
window. 

by Steve Repp 

E arly newspaper accounts refer to the subject of this 
story as the Galena Custom House and Post Office, 
but in more recent times the historic building is 

known as our local post office. 
Construction began on the building, which was 

designed by architect Ammi Young, who designed a 
number of federal buildings, in 1857. Ely Parker, a 
member of the Seneca tribe who later served on the 
military staff of General Ulysses S. Grant during the 
Civil War, was the supervisor in charge of construc-
tion.

The footings and foundation for the building were 
laid in the fall. Pig lead, approximately the weight of 
the completed building, was placed on the foundation 
and left until the following spring. This procedure was 
intended to firm up the ground under the building to 
make it more stable. The exterior was the best quality 
of limestone that could be found at the time. It was 
shipped up the Mississippi River from Nauvoo. 

The Galena Daily Courier reported in June 1859 
that the building “is situated near the center of the 
city, and could not have been placed in a more con-
spicuous place to be seen by those passing through our 
city by railroad or arriving and departing on steam-
boats.” 

The Custom House and Post Office opened to the 
public in August 1859. The post office was on the 

main floor while the Custom House was located on 
the second floor. Galena was listed as a Port of Entry 
due to the many steamboats that arrived and departed 
here. A number of the goods and merchandise being 
shipped had a “duty,” similar to a tax, levied on them 
which was taken care of at the Custom House. 

Through the years, the historic building has stood 
firm through many devastating floods. 

At the Green Street entrance to the building, there 
are several plaques denoting the historical significance 
of the building. It is one of the oldest post offices 
in continuous operation at the same location in the 
United States. The lobby still retains the elegant look 
of the past. Notice the wavy look of the window glass, 
original to the building. 

The second floor has original fireplaces with marble 
mantels. This area was used for a number of social 
gatherings during much of the building’s early history. 
The Galena Public Library was first located on the 
second floor until it moved to its present location on 
Bench Street in 1908. The Peace In Union painting by 
Thomas Nast was mounted on the wall on the second 
floor until it was removed to the Galena & U.S. Grant 
Museum, 211 S. Bench St., in 1938. When the Cus-
toms House closed in 1913, the second floor was also 
used for community meetings and later the local draft 
board had offices there. 

One final reference from August of 1859: “It is 
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The historic building as it appears today 
at 110 Green St. 

Flooding in February 1948 put a portion 
of the Custom House and Post Office 
building under water. 

A boat was used to deliver mail, as shown in this 1937 photo

pleasant to contemplate that those who 
may live in Galena a thousand years 
hence will probably see the same build-

ing that we now see still appropriated 
to the same uses for which it stands at 
the present time.”
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908 Third St, Galena, 
815-777-3310, granthome.
org. This handsome Greek 
revival home once be-
longed to Elihu Washburne 
and his family. Here lived a 
future mayor of Chicago, a 
friend to Abraham Lincoln 
and U.S. Grant and a U.S. 
Congressman whose efforts 
assisted in the Union suc-
cess. The Elihu Washburne 
House was constructed 
in 1843, three years after 
Washburne came to Ga-

lena and became a Whig 
lawyer. The home that was 
constructed at this time 
was one third of the size it 
is today. 

On the eve of U.S. 
Grant’s election in 1868, 
Grant went to Washburne’s 
house to await the election 
results. At 1:30 am, the 
telegraph announcing the 
final election results came 
through, naming Grant 
the President of the United 
States. 

HISTORY
Looking back at

Looking at the Elihu Washburne House State Historic Site are, from left, Deb Pausz as Jane 
Addams, Emily Painter as Clara McClellan, Carmen Ferguson as Adele Gratiot Washburne 
and Cathie Elsbree as Susan B. Anthony. The four Women of Third Street performed at the 
site in honor of the centennial anniversary of the 19th Amendment.

Elihu B. Washburne House 
State Historic Site



2022 Spring/Summer Galenian      85

B
el

le
vu

e 
C

ha
m

be
r-

45
09

_1

Shopping • Restaurants • Fishing
Boating • 9-Hole Golf • Disc Golf

Parks • Bike/Walking Trails • Heritage 
Days/Unwrap the Magic of Christmas

Bellevueia.com

BellevueTHE GEM OF 
EASTERN IOWA

Meaning “beautiful view,” Bellevue is home to spectacular views of 
the Mississippi River from the towering bluffs of Bellevue State Park. 
Located along the Great River Road, Bellevue offers opportunities to 
relax with nature, enjoy unique shopping and dining options and 

participate in a variety of festivities throughout the year.
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American Old Fashioned
Ice creAm PArlOr

102 North main Street, Galena, Il
815-402-2002

Delighting patrons since 1970 with premium ice cream. 
Open seasonally April through October.

The Dowling House

Built in 1826 by John Dowling, entrepreneur. 
Open for tours daily April through October.

220 Diagonal St, Galena, IL 61036
Phone:  815. 777.1250
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Chicago Great Western
Railroad Museum

111 E Myrtle St, Elizabeth, 815-858-
2343, elizabethhistoricalsociety.com. 
Located in a former Chicago Great West-
ern Railway station, the Chicago Great 
Western Railway Museum in Elizabeth 
focuses on the railroads of northwest Il-
linois. The museum houses thousands of 
railroad artifacts, and also gives visitors the 
opportunity to step into a full-size Milwau-
kee Road caboose. 

Old Market House State Historic Site
123 N Commerce St, Galena, 815-776-

9200, granthome.org. The Old Market 
House, erected by the city of Galena in 
1845-1846, served for 65 years as the city 
market during the decades of Galena’s 
greatest prosperity as a river port, lead-
mining center and commercial hub. The 
Old Market House also served as the seat 
of Galena government and for years had 
two jail cells. 

Apple River Fort State Historic Site
311 E Myrtle St, Elizabeth, 815-858-

2028, Appleriverfort.org. The Apple River 
Fort was the site of an important battle 
during the Black Hawk War. On June 24, 
1832, the settlers of the fort turned back 
an attack by 200 Sauk and Fox warriors led 
by Black Hawk himself. The war ceased the 
threat of Sauk and Fox Native American at-
tacks in the area and opened the region to 
further settlement. Today, the fort has been 
reconstructed for visitors to take a step 
back in time.

Hanover Historical Society
500 Fillmore St, Hanover, 815-591-

3623, hanoverhistoricalsociety.com. The 
Hanover Historical Society provides an 
in-depth look at the history of Hanover. A 
recently added exhibit is the Larry Bell, Jr. 
Collection, featuring 1,000 Native Ameri-
can artifacts collected over 45 years with 70 
percent found at the Wapello Site. Stockton Heritage Museum

107 W Front Ave, Stockton, 815-947-
2220. Learn more about the history and 
heritage of Stockton by paying a visit to the 
Stockton Heritage Museum. 

Galena & U.S. Grant Museum
211 S. Bench St, Galena, 815-777-9129, 

Galenahistory.org. Step inside the Galena & 
U.S. Grant Museum in Galena to discover 
the history behind the area’s lead mining, 
steamboating and commercial success during 
the Civil War era. Meet the spirit of Ulysses 
Grant in a hologram that welcomes guests 
into the museum. There are also true national 
treasures, like the “Peace in Union” and 
“General Grant on the Battlefield” paintings 
and the flag from the Vicksburg Siege. 

The museum is located in an 1858 Itali-
anate mansion built as a private residence by 
Galena merchant Daniel Barrows. It features 
over 6,000 square feet of exhibit space and 
presentations on lead mining in the north-
west region, the Driftless Area, Grant’s leather 
store and the Port of Galena. Souvenirs, gifts 
and books are available for purchase in the 
gift shop.

U.S. Grant Home State Historic Site
500 Bouthillier St, Galena, 815-777-

3310, granthome.org. The U.S. Grant 
Home was built in 1859-60. When Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant returned to the city in 
1865 as a Civil War hero, he was presented 
with the house. Grant used the home as 
his official political and voting address, 
living there with his family during his 
1868 presidential campaign, and then for 
a few brief periods during his presidency 
(1869-1877) and retirement. The restored 
U.S. Grant Home is a two-story brick 
structure, decorated and furnished to repre-
sent the mid-1860s, primarily with family 
heirlooms. The site includes several small 
mid-19th century homes comprising the 
three-block Grant Home Historic Neigh-
borhood. Grant State Park, a tree-shaded 
area south of the Grant Home, has picnic 
tables for use. Also in the park is the Long 
House, a log building constructed in 1851 
and moved to the site from Elizabeth in 
1976, representing a typical settler’s home 
of mid-19th-century Jo Daviess County.

Check out these 
other local 

historic sites &
 museums

The U.S. Grant Home State Historic Site
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Stockton, Illinois is the youngest town in Jo Daviess County, 
but it’s also the second largest. As part of the Driftless Zone, 
Stockton is home to rolling hills, scenic farmland, and 

vistas that stretch across the Northwestern Illinois skyline. 
Stockton is also home to various architectural treasures, as 
many of  their downtown buildings are designed in the 
Queen Anne style of the late 19th century. The White 
Building, the current home of Stella’s Café and 
Catering, is even listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places.
The Village of Stockton was incorporated 
in April of 1890. It was created thanks 
in part to the Chicago Great 
Western Railroad Company, 
which established a line 
through the northern 
portion of the Stockton 
Township. The name 
Stockton was chosen 
by the village’s 
first citizens.

Stockton
In 1914, J.L. Kraft, the founder of the Kraft Cheese Company, arrived 

in Stockton looking for a place to establish a cheese factory and 
creamery. Kraft chose to settle in Stockton thanks in part to 

the abundance of dairy cows, but also because the railroad 
offered easy transportation for his exceptional goods. 

Kraft, Inc. owned the plant until 1998, when they 
sold to Brewster Cheese. Swiss Cheese is still 

produced in Stockton.

The Village is home to a thriving 
downtown, an expansive 

public park, a museum, 
a multitude of 

service-oriented 
businesses, and 

more.

Gateway To
Jo Daviess County

Your Community

Bank Through Life

Find us in Lena, Stockton,
and Freeport. 

Coming in June, Elizabeth!

3602 Woodbine Street, Woodbine, IL
(815) 858-3722

naturestreasureswoodbine.com/

Crystals • Home Décor 
Nature’s Garden

Jewelry • Self Care

120 W. Front Ave.
Stockton, IL 61085

815/947-3700

Antique & vintage finds abound in every 
niche and corner of this multi-dealer store 

in a 100-year-old restored farmhouse!

841 E. North Ave.
Stockton, IL 61085

(815) 947-3173
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The Galena Public Library first opened 
in 1895 and a new building–still in use–

was completed in 1908.

Shelve it
The Galena 
Public Library is 
located at 601 
S. Bench St., 
Galena. Hours 
are Monday-
Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m., 
and Friday-
Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

by Emma Eaton

Libraries serve a vital purpose in communities. They provide 
citizens with books, audiobooks, movies and more. They 
are a quiet, safe, escape from whatever realities people 

may be facing. They host programs that 
bring community members and children 
together, and they incentivize reading 
and procuring knowledge. Libraries are 
important. 

Galenian Benjamin Franklin “B.F.” 
Felt knew this, even back in 1892.

The Galena Public Library has been a 
community staple for as long as anyone 
can remember, and Felt made it pos-
sible. In 1892, Felt, a prominent banker 
and landowner, presented an idea to 
allow “leading taxpayers” to fund a free 
public library in Galena. According to 
the Galena-Jo Daviess County Historical 
Society, Illinois state law prohibited the 
action.

However, Felt would not take no for 
an answer, so he “offered to pay from his own pocket the total 
costs for two years, donate 1,200 books to start the library, as 
well as find and pay for a location and room,” the museum 
website reports. Felt had one stipulation: The City of Galena 
would take ownership and operate the library using tax revenue 
after two years.

In 1894, terms of office were drawn, a rules and regula-

tions committee consisting of three members was chosen and a 
request was sent for the library to be located on the second floor 
of the U.S. Customs House and Post Office. The committee 
declared the library to be called “The Galena Public Library and 
Reading Room; that no anarchistic, atheistic or immoral book 
shall be tolerated; that all well behaved persons over 10 years of 
age shall be entitled to the free use of Reading Room; that no 
person having any contagious disease be allowed in the library 
and that perfect quiet must be maintained in the Reading 
Room,” the historical society shared.

The library officially opened to the public Jan. 3, 1895, 
which was Felt’s 74th birthday. A public ceremony at Turner 
Hall was held, about which the Galena Gazette wrote, “All in 
the hall rose in a silent but nevertheless eloquent testimonial of 
appreciation of Mr. Felt’s munificence.”

From that point forward, the library was open every day. 
W.H. Tippet of East Galena checked out the very first book, 
“The House of Seven Gables” by Nathaniel Hawthorne. A 
report from the first librarian of the Galena Public Library, Julia 

For the community
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The Alfred Mueller Historical Collections Room in the 
lower level of the library is a treasure trove of historical 
documents and research tools with historical librar-
ians and volunteers ready to help. Hours are Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 1-5 p.m., Wednesday, 
1-7 p.m. and Saturday, 1-4 p.m.

Jones, procured by the Galena History Museum, revealed the 
library possessed 2,386 books, lost none; issued 1,148 library 
cards; and had 20,243 visitors during the first five months of 
operation. The famous Thomas Nast painting “Peace in Union” 
that depicts Robert E. Lee’s surrender to Ulysses S. Grant at 
Appomattox first hung in the library, thanks to Galenian Her-
man Kohlsaat. The painting is now displayed at the Galena & 
U.S. Grant Museum.

Four of the nine Galena Library Board of Trustees were 
female, per Felt’s request. The Chicago Evening Post wrote, 
“We cannot find one woman on a public school or private 
library board in Chicago. Galena truly has put Chicago to the 
blush.” It was the first time in history women had been ap-
pointed as directors to any public library in Illinois. One of the 
women was none other than Anna Felt, B.F.’s daughter. When 
the library opened, Anna was 35 and had previously graduated 
from Wells College in New York where she befriended future 
First Lady Frances Cleveland. Anna eventually became the 
financial secretary of the library and remained on the board 
until her death in 1953. Felt said of his daughter, “My daughter 
has done everything about the library but pay the bills. That is 
my part.”

The first Galena Public Library, housed above the post 
office, was a great success; however, it quickly overcrowded. 
David Sheean was a well-known local attorney who became the 
president of the library board of trustees in 1896. He and Felt 
both agreed Galena needed a new, larger library building. Felt 
died in 1899, and his estate highly contributed to funding the 
second library project. The project was a lofty undertaking that 
required hefty funds. Sheean reached out to the-king-of-all-li-
braries Andrew Carnegie regarding a potential grant. The Carn-
egie Foundation obliged in 1905 and gave Galena $12,500. 
Anna Felt said she would match and surpass Carnegie’s offer on 
behalf of the Felt Estate. City taxes were expected to maintain 
the library, and the board needed to find a site.

According to the historical society, “The Library Board 
quickly compiled a list of seven alternate sites for the library; 
two on Main Street and five on Bench Street. The two Main 
Street locations included a corner at Main and Meeker Streets 
…The Main Street sites were ruled out primarily due to floods, 
and also Main Street was ‘where most of the loafing was done.’”

In the end, it was Anna Felt’s decision, as her family was 
paying for the lot. According to the museum, the new library 
“must be viewed from the heart of town.” Thus, property was 
purchased on Bench Street and could easily be viewed from 
Main Street. The new library was built from Indiana limestone 

in Classical Greek architectural style. 
Construction began in fall 1906, and the cornerstone was 

laid, of course, on Grant’s birthday in spring 1907. According 
to the historical society, “Silver trowels and mallets were used 
in laying the cornerstone. The silver was combined with wood 
handles cut from trees planted by Grant while living at his 
High Street home before the Civil War.”

The library was dedicated and opened to the public on the 
Fourth of July in 1908. The dedication ceremony included 
music from the Galena High School band and speeches from 
former Mayor Charles Scheerer and former School Board 
President Jim Nack. Benjamin Franklin Felt Jr. handed the 
keys to Sheean in a full-circle moment. The new library cost 
almost $60,000 in total. To this day, the Galena Public Library 
stands tall on Bench Street and represents a community coming 
together for the benefit of all its citizens. 

In 1988, East and West Galena Townships voted to expand 
the library’s boundaries, making it a district library. Operating 
in the new building since 1908, the Galena Public Library cur-
rently serves over 4,600 residents.
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Over  100 Years of Fine Quality Meats!
Visit Our retail stOre

 725 N. Jackson St. Cuba City, WI.
14 miles North of Galena/19 miles Northeast of Dubuque

(608) 744-2159 • Monday thru Friday: 7 AM-5:30 PM • Saturday: 7 AM-3 PM
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Over 35 local dealers offering: Antiques, Vintage, Primitives, Folk Art, Breweriana, Furniture, 
Jewelry, Hand-Crafted & Up-Cycled Items, Glassware, Collectibles and so much more!

NOW FEATURING SKY PARLOR PRIMITIVES & FARMHOUSE DECOR

117 S. Main St., Cuba City, WI (only 13 miles north of Galena)
Open 10-5 Daily • (608) 778-2263 • www.junquestopshere.com

facebook.com/junquestopshere • junquestopshere@outlook.com

Character
  &  Charm

Season
Fun during every

Maybe you want to learn about Galenians of the past at the 
annual Cemetery Walk, grab a stein of beer at Oktoberfest 
or check out the works of local potters at the Twenty Dirty 
Hands Pottery Tour. Fall in Galena and Jo Daviess County 
is filled with events and activities to keep you entertained. 
There’s Country Fair at Grant Park in Galena, Mallardfest 
in Hanover and Warren’s Pumpkin Festival. Maybe you’d 
like to visit an apple orchard and pumpkin patch. Galena’s 
Main Street is sure to awe the Saturday before Halloween 
with the Galena Area Chamber of Commerce Halloween 
Parade, and in November, there’s Nouveau weekend. Santa 
arrives at the end of the month.

Fall
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The Midwest’s largest Great American Showcave, Crystal Lake 
Cave is a “natural living” cave that is visited by people from around 
the world. A guided tour takes the visitor through a panorama of 

intricate and beautiful formations that only nature alone could create.
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Gift/Rock Shop 
Presents for 
the Curious 
Shopper Located 3 Miles 

South of Dubuque, 
(20 Minutes from 

Galena), on the 
Great River Road 

Highway 52 South
Open May 
Through the 
Last Weekend 
In October

Address For GPS:
6684 Crystal Lake Cave Rd.

Dubuque, Ia. 52003

Ph. 563-556-6451 or
visit www.crystallakecave.com

Nature’s Masterpiece

Gem Mining Sluice

Family Owned 
for 40 Years
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Produced by David J. Wagner, L.L.C.    |     A RETROSPECTIVE OF LEGACY IMAGES nearly 50 years of nature and wildlife 
photography capturing the Earth’s last great wild places.

  

Traveling Museum Exhibition

NOW OPEN!

Sponsored by:

A Life in the Wild photography exhibition  
is included with general admission.

RiverMuseum.com
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Servicing the Tri-State Area
Meditation  •  Chakra  •  Tarot

(563) 564-9925
19 Locust Street, Dubuque, Iowa (at the end of Bluff 

across from the IA/IL bridge)
Habla Español

Psychic Readings
by Rose

Meditation  •  Chakra  •  Tarot

(563) 564-9925

Servicing the Tri-State AreaServicing the Tri-State Area
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Servicing the Tri-State Area
Meditation  •  Chakra  •  Tarot
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December ushers in some popular annual events. There’s 
Christmas in Elizabeth, and Galena lights up the sky 
with fireworks for Fire in the Sky. The Galena ARC 
hosts a Take the Cake auction and Cookie Walk, with a 
little something sweet for everyone. Galena’s Main Street 
storefronts come alive with holiday scenes and music 
during Living Windows, and that same evening, over 
5,000 luminarias line the streets, sidewalks and steps of the 
historic community for Night of Luminaria. In addition 
to the events, there’s plenty to do outdoors between 
downhill skiing at Chestnut Mountain, snowshoeing, 
cross-country skiing and more, weather permitting.

Winter



American Lady/Catfish Charlie’s-414_2

Fish • Seafood • Pasta • Cajun Selections
The 

Seafood 
Experts

You’re Only 15 Minutes from 
Dubuque’s Finest

Mississippi River Cruise

 Warm and Happy Memories Start
On the Beautiful Mississippi River

•	Luxurious	yacht	with	135-guest	capacity
•	Three	Cruises	daily	(closed	on	Tuesdays),	from
	 mid-April	to	late	October:	Lunch	Cruise,	Sightseeing	

Cruise,	Happy	Hour	Cruise	and	Sunset	Dinner	Cruise
•	Private	charters,	weddings,	parties,	work	functions

Welcome aboard!

Located inside Catfish Charlie’s Restaurant
1630 E. 16th St. Dubuque, IA

catfishcharliesdubuque.com • 563-582-8600

Cruises depart from Dubuque Yacht Basin behind Catfish Charlie’s

Full	service	catering	to	the	
Galena	area	•		563-663-3458

make your reservations at americanladycruises.com 
or call us at 563-557-9700
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: :  T H E  F I L A M E N T  : : : :  C H E R R Y  L A N E S  : ::: MISSISSIPPI MOON BAR ::

: :  W O O D F I R E  G R I L L E  : : : :  FANDUEL  SPORTSBOOK  : :

Must be 21 or older to enter except for Cherry Lanes and Woodfire Grille. 
If you or someone you know needs gambling treatment, call 1-800-BETS OFF. 

©2022 Boyd Gaming Corporation®

: :  T H E  F I L A M E N T  : : : :  C H E R R Y  L A N E S  : ::: MISSISSIPPI MOON BAR ::

: :  W O O D F I R E  G R I L L E  : : : :  FANDUEL  SPORTSBOOK  : :

Must be 21 or older to enter except for Cherry Lanes and Woodfire Grille. 
If you or someone you know needs gambling treatment, call 1-800-BETS OFF. 

©2022 Boyd Gaming Corporation®

Situated in Dubuque’s historic downtown and nightlife district, Diamond Jo Casino 
is an entertainment destination not to be missed! 

We offer a high-energy casino with over 750 slots, 20 table games, FanDuel 
sports betting, live entertainment at Mississippi Moon Bar, state-of-the-art 
bowling center, and a variety of restaurants to suit every taste.

Port of Dubuque   |   DiamondJoDubuque.com

® ®

Situated in Dubuque’s historic downtown and nightlife district, Diamond Jo Casino 
®

Winning IS JUST THE BEGINNING.
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dubuque, iowa
21 MILES NORTHWEST OF GALENA

SkyToursZipline.com 

See Iowa in 
a new flight!

IOWA’S PREMIER 

ZIPLINE 
CANOPY TOUR

DUBUQUE, IOWA
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The Dubuque Arboretum & Botanical Gardens have been a 
part of the Dubuque community since 1980. The free 57 
acre park features more than 60 different types of gardens, 
including Rose, Hosta, English, Japanese, Herb, and more.

OPEN DAILY 7 AM TO DUSK
3800 Arboretum Drive • 563.556.2100

www.dubuquearboretum.net

Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1Dubuque Arboretum-9010_1
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Located 25 miles west of Dubuque, IA on Hwy 20!
563.875.2311 or visit us online at dyersville.org Iowa

DYERSVILLE

Come see why people confuse Dyersville with Heaven:  

Newest Attraction: If You Build It Museum (Movie & Ghost Player Museum) 
• Home of the Field of Dreams Movie Site • Basilica of St. Francis Xavier 

• National Farm Toy Museum • Dyer-Botsford House & Doll Museum
 • Plaza Antique Mall • TOMY Outlet Store • Textile Brewery • Wineries

• Boutiques • B&B’s and Hotels • 26-mile Heritage Trail

Dyersville, Iowa

Dyersville Chamber-4511_2

JOIN US!
July 2-4 • Badger Park 

Live Music E  Parade E  Food  
Games E  Fireworks and more!

HOMETOWN THROWDOWN 
Shullsburg4thofJuly.com

Shullsburg 4th of July-4512_2
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He could’ve 
used

a Galenian.
Promote your
business with 

Galena’s O�  cial 
Magazine.

815-777-0019

U.S. Grant 
fi rst came 
to Galena 
in 1860.



experienceshullsburg.com
 ExperienceShullsburg

• Shops  • Eateries  • Events
• Lead Mine Tours
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Vintage Charm
 in a Historic 1800s Mining Town

WISCONSIN

ILLINOISIOWA


Shullsburg

Dubuque

Galena
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Nestled in the Southwest corner of 
Wisconsin is the city of Shullsburg, 
the state’s third oldest city after 
Green Bay and Prairie du Chien. 
Founded in 1827 by a fur trader 
by the name of Jesse Shull who 
came to find mining more lucrative 
than buying furs, the town came 
came to find mining more lucrative came to find mining more lucrative 

Artwork courtesy of Paul Chase

to life once he married and 
established his first home, creating 
a destination for migrating miners 
in search of a good living mining 
the precious lead and zinc ore the 
area hid beneath its ground. Today, 
Shullsburg is on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

2022 Badger Park
Shullsburg, Wisconsin

Great Live Music! I All Concerts 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Free of Charge! I Nightly Drawings I Bring Your Lawn Chair!

Local Food & Beverage Available at Each Event!
www.ShullsburgMusicInThePark.com

Thursdays: July 7, July 14, July 21, 
July 28 and Aug. 4

207 W. Water St.
Shullsburg, WI 53586

(608) 778-5935

Licensed in
Illinois, Iowa
and Wisconsin

Driftless Area

Eat Local , 
Shop Local, 

Bank Local 
Local 

 
Member FDIC 

Eat Local , 
Shop Local, 

Bank Local 
Local 

 
Member FDIC 

Eat Local , 
Shop Local, 

Bank Local 
Local 

 
Member FDIC 

Hours:  Mon-Fri  10 am-5 pm;  
Sat & Sun  9 am-5 pm      

210 W. Water St. , Shullsburg, WI   608-965-3855   
Order Online at:  www.ShullsburgCheeseStore.com

Your Fine Wisconsin Cheese and  
Unique Gift Shop Destination!
Shullsburg Creamery, Now a Division of Prairie Farms!

 

 

Cheese Store  
      & Gift Shop
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The Galena Territory, Illinois
(9 miles E) The Galena Territory, which encom-

passes 6,800 acres, is home to Eagle Ridge Spa & 
Resort and numerous outdoor activities including 
Shenandoah Riding Center, Thunderbay Falls and 
Lake Galena and Marina. thegalenaterritory.com

Dubuque, Iowa
(16 miles NW) population 58,000, Dubuque is 

Iowa’s oldest city and is among the oldest settlements 
west of the Mississippi River. The first permanent 
settler to the area was French-Canadian fur trader 
Julien Dubuque in 1785. Today it is known for its 
casinos, the Mississippi Riverwalk and the National 
Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium. Eagle 
Point Park provides a panoramic view of Lock and 
Dam 11 and the Mississippi River valley. trav-
eldubuque.com

Cuba City, Wisconsin
(22 miles N) is known as the City of Presidents. 

Drive through this community of 2,012 and you 
can’t help but see shields lining its Main Street 
honoring each of our presidents. Also lining the 
Main Street are a number of local businesses. The 
first name of the community was Yuba, but was later 
changed to Cuba and then Cuba City. cubacity.org

Hazel Green, Wisconsin
(13 miles NE) population 1,200, was the first 

permanent settlement in Wisconsin in 1825 and is 
part of the region’s mining heritage. In 1831, Lucias 
Lyon began surveying two miles south of Hazel 
Green. This “Point of Beginning” is the basis for 
all descriptions on all property deeds in Wisconsin. 
villageofhazelgreen.org

Sinsinawa, Wisconsin
(12 miles NW) Sinsinawa is an unincorporated 

community one mile north of the border with 
Illinois, just north of Menominee. The town is 
known for being the mother house of the Sinsinawa 
Dominican Sisters, founded by Father Samuel Maz-
zuchelli. Sinsinawa Mound hosts numerous events 
throughout the year and runs a bookstore and art 
gallery which is open to the public. sinsinawa.org

New Diggings, Wisconsin
(12 miles N) provides a look back at another day and 

age. St. Augustine Church was founded by Father Samuel 
Mazzuchelli in 1835 and built in 1844. 

Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin
(77 miles NW) population 5,911, is located along the 

Mississippi River, and has a wide array of natural beauty, a 
history dating back many centuries, events all year around, and 
businesses, shops and attractions. Referred to as Wisconsin’s 
second-oldest city, Prairie du Chien was established by French 
voyageurs in the late 17th century. prairieduchien.org

Shullsburg, Wisconsin
(19 miles NE) population 1,200, home of Shullsburg 

Creamery, is the third-oldest community in Wisconsin with 
roots in the mining and trapping industries. The last mines 
were closed in the 1970s, but the Badger Mine & Museum 
keeps the history alive. A visit to Gravity Hill is a must. 
experienceshullsburg.com

Ourneighbors

The Great Galena Balloon Race is held 
each June at Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa. 
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Apple Canyon Lake, Illinois
(18 miles E) was developed in 1969 by the 

Branigar Organization. Activities include water 
sports, camping and golfing. applecanyonlake.org

Apple River, Illinois
(21 miles NE) population 366, Apple River 

grew along with the Illinois Central Railroad 
in 1854. Three churches built in the 1870s–
Methodist, Catholic and Presbyterian–still stand.

Hanover, Illinois
(18 miles S) population 784, is home to 

Wapello Land & Water Reserve, a park with 
premiere prairie restoration. The Apple River 
runs through the center of the town. Hanover is 
the Mallard Duck Capital of the World, home to 
Whistling Wings duck hatchery. In September they 
celebrate their title with Mallardfest, a weekend of 
fun including a parade, food, music, duck-calling 
contest and more. 

Savanna, Illinois
(32 miles S) population 3,000, is best known 

for the Army Depot. The depot, established in 
1918, was used for several purposes, including 
manufacturing, testing and storing of weapons. The 
military use was gradually phased out and it is now 
the Lost Mound Unit of the Upper Mississippi 
River Wildlife Refuge. savanna-il.us

Scales Mound, Illinois
(12 miles NE) population 378, Scales Mound 

was founded in 1853. Just west of town on 
Stagecoach Trail is the famous “Jesus Saves” rock. 
Ninety percent of the town is on the National 
Register of Historic Places. scalesmound.com

Warren, Illinois
(27 miles NE) population 1,600, grew with 

the arrival of the railroad. Alexander Burnett and 
Freeman Tisdel founded Warren in 1853. Pumpkin 
Festival is the last full weekend of September. 
Take in the community’s historic downtown. 
villageofwarren.com

Platteville, Wisconsin
(25 miles N) population 11,244, surrounded by 

rolling topography, the area around Platteville hosts 
some of the most breathtaking sights in the state. 
Besides being home to a University of Wisconsin 
campus, Platteville also offers recreational opportuni-
ties like fly fishing the Platte and Grant rivers. On the 
side of Platte Mound stands a large letter “M” that 
symbolizes the university’s mining history. platteville.
com

This natural area in Platteville, Wis., is 
the perfect place to explore. 

Cross the Mississippi 
to discover the 

Heritage Trail in 
Dubuque County, 

Iowa. The trail 
runs 26 miles 

between 
Dubuque and 

Dyersville.



Haunted Galena-6221_2



Haunted Galena-6221_2



Bouthillier St

Blackjack Rd

Pa
rk

 A
ve

Pa
rk 

Ave

Powder House Hill Rd

S
 D

od
ge

 S
t

Pr
os

pe
ct

 S
t

B
en

ch
 S

t

Gear St

Gear St

Fe
rry

 L
an

di
ng

 R
d

To Boat Landing
& Mississippi River

B
en

ch
 S

t

H
ig

h 
St

H
ig

h 
St

Greenwood
Cemetery

St. Mary’s
Cemetery

St Michael’s
Cemetery

To Galena
Territory and
Eagle Ridge

Resort & Spa

To Chestnut Mtn Resort,

Horseshoe Mound Preserve &

Casper Bluff

Irvine St

G
alena S

quare D
r

M
ars Ave

D
od

ge
 S

t

D
od

ge
 S

t

Hill St

H
ill S

t

H
ill St

Franklin St

Franklin St

Franklin St

Fulton St

Elk St

Bench St

Meeker St

Jo
 D

av
ie

ss
 S

t

Stag
ec

oa
ch

 Tr
ail

Dew
ey Ave

Buck Hill Rd

M
ai

n 
St

4t
h 

S
t

Midwest Medical Center
Galena Golf Club

Dubuque, Iowa
Wisconsin

Main St

School
Campus

Galena River Trail

G
alena R

iver Trail

Ridge St

This City of Galena map brought to you by Choice Realty

324 Spring St., Galena, IL  •  (779) 214-0461
444 Eagle Ridge Dr., Galena Territory  •  (815) 777-3100
718 W Stephenson St., Freeport, IL  •  (815) 235-2111
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Galena Junction 
Site of the Old 

Railway Station

Trailhead to Galena Junction—3.4 miles
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Recreation
1  Chestnut Mountain
2  Galena Territory
3  Apple Canyon Lake
4  Casper Bluff Land & Water Reserve
5  Wapello Land & Water Reserve
6  Crystal Lake Cave
7  Buehler Preserve & Gateway Park
8  Horseshoe Mound Preserve
9  Schurmeier Teaching Forest

            Valley of Eden Bird Sanctuary
          Apple River Fort
          Gramercy Park
          Rutherford Refuge at Twin Bridges

Casinos
1  Diamond Jo Casino
2  Mystique Casino

Golf Courses
1  Eagle Ridge North Course
2  Eagle Ridge South Course
3  Eagle Ridge East Course
4  Eagle Ridge The General
5  Galena Golf Club
6  Woodbine Bend
7  Lacoma
8  Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course
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1  Ferry Landing
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3  East Dubuque Public
4  Midtown Marina
5  Frentress Landing
6  Blanding Landing
7  Massey Station
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Nestled between Galena and Stockton, the drive to charming Elizabeth is a beautiful 
scenic tour and makes a perfect stop for the beginning, middle or end of your trip. 

The village of Elizabeth has something for everyone. 
In the 1800s, early settlers were drawn to the area as the lead mining rush began. They 

started a settlement, and then the Black Hawk War took place in 1832. 
Native Sac and Fox warriors attacked the Apple River Fort, and the battle lasted for 

about an hour. 
Legend states that three women, all named Elizabeth, stood shoulder-to-shoulder with 

their husbands, assisting in successfully defending the fort. It was in their honor that the 
settlement was named Elizabeth.

History buffs and seekers of knowledge 
will delight in the Apple River Fort State His-
toric Site, a replica frontier fort modeled after 
its predecessor which was constructed quickly 
during the Black Hawk War. 

Antique collectors will find a haven of 
treasures as they explore northwestern Illinois’ 
largest antique mall, the Elizabeth Grand An-
tique Co. Set in an old school building, each 
room is full of special finds and gems. 

While you have shopping on the mind, 
head to downtown Elizabeth, where you will find stores featuring clothing, art and gour-
met cupcakes! Keep cool and enjoy the splash pad at Terrapin Park. 

Elizabeth

Located on the eastern side of the Mississippi River, op-
posite Dubuque, Iowa, East Dubuque is a small, picturesque 
community with breathtaking views. The city is connected to 
Dubuque by the Julien Dubuque Bridge, one of the longest tied 
arch and cantilevered bridges ever built.

East Dubuque’s history is quite an interesting one, featuring 
Middle Woodlands Indians, railroad tycoons, ferryboat kings 
and even Al Capone. 

Visitors can walk in the footsteps of history while visit-
ing Gramercy Park. The 10-acre city park is an Illinois Natu-

ral Heritage Landmark, and is home to 26 ceremonial and 
burial mounds from the Middle Woodlands Native American 
culture. It has views of the Mississippi River bluffs and Port of 
Dubuque. Pack a picnic or plan to cook out on the charcoal 
grills. The area also offers walking trails, a playground and mod-
ern restroom facilities.

Many of the neighborhood bars and nightclubs located here 
are left from Prohibition. During Prohibition, many speakeas-
ies, gambling halls and whiskey stills popped up throughout the 
area, and legend has it that Al Capone was involved.

East Dubuque
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Come worship with us.

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-845-2272

Worship Sunday 10:00am

Schapville Zion 
Presbyterian Church

Schapville Zion 
Presbyterian Church

Come worship with us.

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-845-2272

Worship Sunday 10:00am

Schapville Zion 
Presbyterian Church

635 E. Schapville Rd.  Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-845-2272   Worship Sunday 10am
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Galena United Methodist Church-6166_2

Join us for 10:30 AM SUNDAY WORSHIP (10:00 AM summer) in our 
historic church or livestream the service on our website and Facebook!

10:30 am Sunday Worship (10:00 am summer) • 815-777-0192

Stockton, the youngest 
community in Jo Daviess 
County, was established as 
a result of increased railroad 
traffic to the area. Founded 
after the Minnesota North-
western Railway, which later became the Chicago Great Western 
Railway, built a station in Stockton Township in 1886, Stockton’s 
industry grew with the newly added transportation. In 1914, the 
Kraft brothers opened their first cheese plant in Stockton. 

Stockton show-
cases panoramic 
views of the land-
scape. Much of Jo 
Daviess County is 
part of the Driftless 
region, meaning 
the glaciers did not 

come through this area flattening the hills. 
Spend a day at the Memorial Park, where you can hit up three 

playgrounds and a pool all in one, or Kidstown, a wooden play-
ground. Stop by Valley of Eden for rolling hills brimming with a 
wide variety of birds. Head downtown to enjoy some shopping, 
local history and mural paintings. Looking to play a round of 
golf? Visit the 18-hole golf course, Woodbine Bend, just outside 
Stockton.

Stockton
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109 N. Main St. Galena, IL 61036 | Tel: 815.776.0043 | Fax: 815.776.0046
info@RusticRiverFinds.com | www.RusticRiverFinds.com

20% o�  your purchase of $50.00 or more

Rustic River-4225_1

GALENA’S GENERAL EXPRESS LLC

FLAT RATE RIDE SERVICE

SCAN THE CODE TO BOOK YOUR RIDE

CALL OR TEXT: 815-275-5546
Park your car and leave the driving to us

thegeneralsexpress.com
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Arts & Galleries
Eshelman Pottery ...........................65
Galena Center for the Arts ............. 51
Hello Galena! ................................. 47
River Bend Gallery ............................ 61
Outside the Lines ........................... 69
West Street Sculpture Park ............. 71

Entertainment,
Recreation & Tours

All About a Ghost Tour .................. 71
Apple River Fort ............................. 42
Belden School ................................ 47
Belvedere Mansion ......................... 45
Blaum Bros. Distilling Co. ............... 7
Dowling House .............................. 85
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa..............8-9
Galena Center for the Arts ............. 51
Galena Country Fair ...................... 81
Galena Golf Club ........................... 53
Galena Territory Farmer’s Market ... 15
Galena Tours App ........................... 24
Galena & U.S. Grant Museum ..... 114
Haunted Galena Tour Company 18-19
Hoof It Goat Treks ......................... 71
Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation .. 15
Li’l General Golf Course ................ 64
Linmar Gardens ................................ 71
Long Hollow Canopy Tours ............. 5
Main Street Walking Tours ............. 64
Market House Square Art Festival .. 47
Massbach Ridge Winery ................. 53
Nuts Outdoors ................................ 107
P.T. Murphy Magic ......................... 59
Scent Workshop ............................. 21
Shenandoah Pro Rodeo .................. 21
Shenandoah Riding Center ............ 69
Woodbine Bend ................................ 70

Lodging
Almost Heaven Rentals ................... 65
Avery Guest House .......................... 40
Chestnut Mountain Resort ........... 115
Country Inn & Suites .................... 40
DeSoto House Hotel ................ 3, 112
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa..............8-9
Goldmoor ......................................37
Grant Hills Motel ........................... 38
Hawk Valley Retreat .......................... 41
Irish Cottage ..................................... 39
Jail Hill Inn ....................................... 41
Lamberson Guest House ................... 41
LeFevre Inn .................................... 38
Main Street Inn ............................ 113
Palace Campground ....................... 64
Suite Victory ..................................... 42
Three Elizabeths Guest House ........... 65
Ulysses Suites ................................. 40

Food & Drink
American Old Fashioned Ice Cream Parlor .. 85
Blaum Bros. Distilling Co. ............... 7
Bread & Vine Bakery .....................26
Cajun Jack’s .................................... 29
Champagne on Main ........................ 27
Chestnut Mountain Resort ........... 115
The Cove ........................................... 29
DeSoto House Hotel ................ 3, 112
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa..............8-9
Fergedaboudit Winery ....................... 28
Fried Green Tomatoes .................... 25
Goldmoor ...................................... 37
Highway 20 Brewing ......................... 65 
Incognito Bar .................................. 112
Irish Cottage ..................................... 39
Lola’s Deli ......................................... 65
Los Aztecas ........................................ 28
Massbach Ridge Winery .................... 53
Rocky Waters .................................... 40

Vinny Vanucchi’s .......................... 116
Woodbine Bend ................................ 70

Retail Shops
A Darkness Lovely .....................18-19
Antiques Etcetera. ..........................87
At Home in Galena ........................ 31
Blaum Bros. Distilling Co. ............... 7
Botanicanna .................................... 42
The Clothes Bin .............................65
Earth’s Treasures ............................. 63
Elizabeth Grand Antique Mall ........... 65
Galena Kids Toys & Learning Center ..23
Galena River Wine & Cheese ......... 69
Galena Roasters ............................... 35
Grateful Gourmet .......................... 35
Gustafson & Grey .......................... 13
Hello Galena! ................................. 47
Klein’s Market Bakery ........................ 21
Nature’s Treasures .............................. 87
New Earth Animals ........................ 34
Poopsie’s ....................................... 113
River Bend Gallery ............................ 61
Rustic River .................................. 112
Scent Workshop ............................. 21
Simply Elegant ............................... 55
Something Special .......................... 43
The Stitching Hour ................... 18-19
Wooden Wardrobe ......................... 43
Village Treasures ................................ 65

Services
Arrow & Company ........................77
Choice Realty ...................2, 105, 106
City of Galena ................................ 64
Citizens State Bank ........................... 87
Coldwell Banker Network Realty ... 69
First Community Bank .................. 63
Galena Free Ride ...................102-103
The Galena Gazette ............ 53, 64, 96
Galena General Express ................... 112
Garret Hillary Realty ................... 15, 60

Keller Williams ................... 42, 53, 85
Midwest Medical Center ................ 67
Safe Haven Humane Society ............. 65
Stockton Dental Center .................... 87
Tammy’s Piggly Wiggly .................... 4

Churches
Galena United Methodist ............. 111
Grace Episcopal ............................ 111
Schapville Zion Presbyterian......... 111
St. Paul Evanelical Lutheran .............. 65

Iowa
American Lady ...............................93
Bellevue Chamber of Commerce .... 85
Catfish Charlie’s ................................ 93
Crystal Lake Cave .......................... 91
Diamond Jo ...................................... 94
Dubuque Arboretum & Botanical Gardens ..94
Dyersville Chamber of Commerce ... 96
Gino’s East ........................................ 92
Grand Opera House .......................92
National Mississippi River Museum ... 92
Psychic Readings by Rose .................. 92
Sky Tours Zipline .............................. 94

Wisconsin
Benton State Bank ............................. 99
Experience Shullsburg ....................... 97
Junque Stops Here ............................. 90
Pahnke Realty.................................... 98
Platteville Chamber of Commerce ..... 96
Prairie du Chien Chamber of Commerce .. 95
Shullsburg Community Bank ............ 99
Shullsburg Cheese Store .................... 98
Shullsburg Fourth of July .................. 96
Shullsburg Market ............................. 98
Shullsburg Music in the Park ............. 98
Water Street Market Cafe .................. 98
Weber Meats ..................................... 90

Green Street Tavern • Courtyard • Generals’ Restaurants

$5.00 off when you purchase any two breakfast or lunch 
entrees from our Courtyard or Green Street Tavern Menu.

$10.00 off when you purchase any two dinner entrees 
from our Generals’ Menu.

Offer not valid with any other discounts. Some restrictions may apply.
Card must be presented when ordering.

DeSoto House Hotel
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Index of our Advertising Partners

79 Sinsinawa Avenue, East Dubuque, IL 61025
(815) 554-6041

STEP BACK IN TIME AT INCOGNITO BAR
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Stay right on Main!
404 S Main St.

Galena, IL
815-777-3454

www.MAINSTINN.com
Poopsie’s-6491_2

815-777-1999   •   POOPSIES.cOm

ShOPPIng 
ExPErIEncE!!

A BEyOnd 
thE OrdInAry

402 S. mAIn St., 
gAlEnA

403 S. mAIn St., gAlEnA
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8700 W. CHESTNUT MOUNTAIN RD. GALENA, IL 61036 | 800-397-1320
WWW.CHESTNUTMTN.COM | INFO@CHESTNUTMTN.COM

YOUR FAMILY’S FOUR 
SEASON DESTINATION

RESERVATIONS: 800.397.1320

YOUR FAMILY’S FOUR 
SEASON DESTINATION

G A L E N A ,  I L L I N O I S
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180 Main St • Dubuque, IA
Ph: 563.588.9600
www.VinnysDubuque.com

201 S. Main St • Galena, IL
Ph: 815.777.8100

www.VinnysGalena.com

180 Main St • Dubuque, IA
Ph: 563.588.9600
www.VinnysDubuque.com

Private Old World Hospitality Suites. 
Secure all-day hospitality suites 

just steps off  Galena’s Main Street. 
Family Friendly • Group Menus • Self-serve Beverages 

NEW! Curbside & Carry-out. 
Convenient curbside or carry-out option in 

Galena from our full menu for lunch and dinner.
Appetizers • Pastas • Entrees • Kids Meals • Desserts

An Authentic Italian Dining Experience
Italian Specialties • Homemade Sauces • Pastas • Sandwiches • Salads • Garlic Bread

Gluten Free Options • Outstanding Wine & Beer Selection • Carry Out Available
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