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BANNER
THE McKenzie, Tennessee

A special supplement to

CANDIDATE PROFILES FOR THE AUGUST 2, 2018 
STATE PRIMARY & COUNTY GENERAL ELECTION

01  Lavinia
National Guard Center, 
325 Arsenal Ln, Lavinia 

02  Trezevant
Trezevant Senior Center, 

135 Front Street, Trezevant 

04  McLemoresville
McLemoresville CC, 

5637 Main St, McLemoresville

 05  Cedar Grove
Cedar Grove Fire Dept.  

4215 Hwy 70, Cedar Grove

06  Clarksburg
Clarksburg City Hall, 

65 Clarksburg Rd, Clarksburg
 

07  Macedonia
Macedonia CC, 

4550 Hwy 423, McKenzie 

08  Civic Center
Carroll County Civic Center, 
201 Mustang Dr, Huntingdon 

09  Huntingdon City Hall 
Huntingdon City Hall, 

12740 Lexington St, Huntingdon 

11  Buena Vista
Buena Vista Fire Depart, 

7325 Buena Vista Rd, Buena Vista 

12  Bruceton
Bruceton Fire Hall, 

209 Cheatham St, Bruceton

13  Hollow Rock
Hollow Rock City Fire Dept, 
29035 Broad St, Hollow Rock 

14  Vale
Vale Community Center, 
26175 Hwy 114, Bruceton 

16  Atwood
Atwood City Hall, 

45 First St, Atwood 

17  Senior Citizens
McKenzie Senior Citizens Center, 

172 S. Main St, McKenzie 

18  Cannon
Carroll County Recycling,
21650 Hwy 77, Huntingdon

 
19  Concord

Concord - Westport Fire Dept., 
7301 Westport Rd, Westport 

20  Westport
Westport Fire Department, 

7301 Westport Rd, Westport 

21  Bethel University
Bethel University Fieldhouse, 

325 Cherry, Fieldhouse 

 
22  McKenzie City Hall

McKenzie City Hall, 

2470 Cedar St, McKenzie 

Carroll County
Current Voting Precincts

2010 Population by Precinct

James K. Polk State Office Building
505 Deaderick Street, Suite 1700
Nashville, Tennessee 37243-1402

Phone: (615) 401-7773
Fax: (615) 532-5279

STATE OF TENNESSEE
COMPTROLLER OF THE TREASURY
OFFICE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

This map was generated using digital data obtained from
the US Census Bureau.
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Atwood

Bruceton

McLemoresville

Trezevant

Hollow Rock

Clarksburg
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Maple Creek Lk

Presley Lk
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Clear Lk
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Sunshine Lk

Rosser Pond

6 Clarksburg1 Lavinia

2 Trezevant

14 Vale

5 Cedar Grove

9 City Hall/Big Buck

18 Cannon

8 Civic Center

11 Buena Vista

16 Atwood

21 Bethel 

19 Concord

4 McLemoresville

12 Bruceton

20 Westport

7 Macedonia

17 Senior Citizens

13 Hollow Rock

22 McKenzie City hall
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2010 Total Population 28,522

1 County Commission 
District Number

1234 Precinct ID Number

Interstates

U.S. Highway

State Highway

Local Roads

Railroads

Creeks / Stream
S S Powerline

City, Town

Lakes / Rivers

Precinct Name
1 Lavinia

11 Buena Vista

12 Bruceton

13 Hollow Rock

14 Vale

16 Atwood

17 Senior Citizens

18 Cannon

19 Concord

2 Trezevant

20 Westport

21 Bethel 

22 McKenzie City hall

4 McLemoresville

5 Cedar Grove

6 Clarksburg

7 Macedonia

8 Civic Center

9 City Hall/Big Buck

Precincts may change after the publication date of this map. 
Contact the Office of Local Government at 

(615) 401-7773 or visit 
http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/lg/ActiveMapCounties.asp 

for current information

NAME TOTALPOP TOTALPOP18 CCD
1 Lavinia 912 689 4
11 Buena Vista 434 333 3
12 Bruceton 1846 1415 3
13 Hollow Rock 1238 968 2
14 Vale 355 285 3
16 Atwood 1663 1314 4
17 Senior Citizens 2724 2086 8
18 Cannon 978 741 2
19 Concord 708 560 6
2 Trezevant 1848 1451 1
20 Westport 325 258 6
21 Bethel 2807 2237 9
22 McKenzie City hall 1403 1207 9
4 McLemoresville 931 711 1
5 Cedar Grove 1434 1167 4
6 Clarksburg 1679 1281 6
7 Macedonia 487 357 2
8 Civic Center 3929 3035 5
9 City Hall/Big Buck 2821 2174 7

Carroll County Election Commission Precinct List
Refer to map below for precinct coverage area

This 2018 Voters’ Guide inside this issue of  The 
McKenzie Banner offers the candidate an opportu-
nity to make a written announcement and to publish 

an advertisement. The content of  the advertisement 
is written by or for the candidate and is part of  the 
paid advertisement. Neither the announcement nor 

the advertisement is an endorsement by this news-
paper. The candidate is solely responsible for the 
content of  the announcement and the advertisement.

The Banner staff  is pleased to offer the sample 
ballot and a map of  the voting districts for the reader 
to examine prior to voting.

Voters’ Guide Offers Candidate Announcement, Advertisement
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Paid for by the Candidate: Keith Priestley, Treasurer

Friends,  What we have worked 
so hard for over the past several 
months is now upon us! Tomor-
row, Early Voting for the August 
2nd election begins. Early Voting 
runs from July 13 - July 28, with 
Election Day being August 2. 

It is time for us to mobilize - 
to move from passionate energy 
and enthusiasm to actual votes. 
Here’s the plan - I encourage you 
to VOTE as quickly as possible, 
and take family and friends with 
you when you do so. Then, we 
can focus our energy on getting 

others out to vote to guarantee 
the turnout that we know we’ll 
need.

A recent poll done by the Ten-
nessee Republican Party had us 
leading our competition 42%-
27%, and that was before T. 
Richard Goodwin suspended his 
campaign to endorse us. We are 
thankful for T.’s decision, and 
believe it puts us in an even bet-
ter position to achieve the goal 
we all desire.

I want you to know that I am 
not letting up, rather, I’m prepar-

ing to sprint across the finish 
line. Many of  you will receive 
our second mailer in the mail 
in the coming days, and we will 
follow up with another mailer 
in the weeks to come. We will 
continue to be visible, have meet-
ings, take calls, knock on doors, 
and work to earn more votes. 
I hope you will do the same in 
some way to help us succeed.

Let’s get to work, together! 
The future of  Carroll County is 
depending on us.

Vote Joseph G. Butler,
Carroll County Mayor

Voter Identification Requirements
All voters must present an ID containing the voter’s name and photograph when voting at the polls, 

whether voting early or on Election Day. This information is provided to ensure that all Tennessee 
voters have access to information about the new law. If  you have further questions, call 1-877-850-4959. 

FAQ
When will I need to bring a photo ID?  You will need a photo ID to vote at a polling place, 

whether you vote early or on Election Day.
What if  I don’t bring a photo ID to the polling place?  If  you don’t bring a photo ID, you will 

vote a provisional ballot.  You will then have two (2) business days after Election Day to return to 
the election commission office to show a valid photo ID. Upon returning to the election commission 
office, the voter will sign an affidavit and a copy of  the voter’s photo ID will be made to be reviewed 
by the counting board.

What IDs are acceptable?  Any of  the following IDs may be used, even if  expired:  Tennessee 
driver license with your photo, United States Passport, Photo ID issued by the Tennessee Department 
of  Safety and Homeland Security, Photo ID issued by the federal or Tennessee state government, 
United States Military photo ID, Tennessee handgun carry permit with your photo

What IDs are not acceptable?  College student IDs and photo IDs not issued by the federal or 
Tennessee state government are NOT acceptable. This includes county or city issued photo IDs, 
such as library cards, and photo IDs issued by other states.

Who is exempt?  Voters who vote absentee by mail, Voters who are residents of  a licensed nurs-
ing home or assisted living center and who vote at the facility, Voters who are hospitalized, Voters 
with a religious objection to being photographed, Voters who are indigent and unable to obtain a 
photo ID without paying a fee.

What if  I registered by mail and am voting in my first election?   Federal law requires first 
time voters who register by mail to present one of  the following:  A current photo identification 
with voter’s name and photo OR If  the photo identification is expired, the voter must also present 
one of  the following: a copy of  a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck 
or other government document that shows the voter’s name and address.

What if  I don’t have a photo ID?  You may obtain a free photo ID to vote from the Department 
of  Safety and Homeland Security at any participating driver service center across the state.  You 
may use the “express service” line at the driver service center to obtain your photo ID to minimize 
wait times.  Visit the Department of  Safety and Homeland Security web site for more information, 
http://www.tn.gov/safety/photoids.shtml.

What will I need to get a free photo ID from the Department of  Safety and Homeland 
Security?  You will need:  Proof  of  citizenship (such as a birth certificate), and Two proofs of  Ten-
nessee residency (such as a voter registration card, a utility bill, vehicle registration or title, or 
bank statement).  If  your name differs from that on your primary ID, proof  of  the changed name 
(such as a certified marriage certificate, divorce decree, court order, etc.)  Learn more about the 
required documents at http://www.tn.gov/safety/photoids.shtml. 

I have a driver license, but it doesn’t have a photo.  Can I use it to vote?  No, but if  you 
do not have another form of  valid photo ID, the Department of  Safety and Homeland Security will 
reissue your license with your photo for free upon request.

I can’t afford a copy of  my birth certificate, so I can’t get a photo ID.  Can I still vote?  
Yes.  If  you cannot afford a copy of  the documents required to obtain a free photo ID, you may sign 
a form stating under oath that you are indigent and have been unable to obtain an acceptable photo 
ID for voting without paying a fee.

2018 Election 
Important Dates

AUGUST 2  
State Primary & County 

General
July 13   First day of  early  

 voting.
July 26   Deadline for  
receiving an application for 
a by-mail ballot
July 28   Last day to vote 
early
Aug 2   Election Day 

NOVEMBER 6 
State & Federal General
Aug 8  First day to apply for
an absentee ballot
Oct 9   Last day to register 
to vote in person
Oct 17   First day of  early
voting
Nov 1   Last day to vote 
early
Nov 6   Election Day

Voter Qualifications
• You must be a citizen of  

the United States, (18) years 
of  age or older on or before 
the date of  the next election.  

•  You must be a resi-
d e n t  o f  T e n n e s s e e .  
•Special Considerations for 
Homeless Persons Residency 
and Non-resident Property 
Owners

• You must not have been 
convicted of  a felony, or if  
you have, your full rights of  
citizenship must have been 
restored (or you must have 
received a pardon).  

• In order to participate 
in an election, a qualified 
voter must be properly 
registered no later than 
thirty (30) days before 
the election. The election 
commission office will pro-
cess any by-mail voter reg-
istration form that has been 
postmarked at least thirty 
(30) days before the election. 
T.C.A 2-2-109.

Need to Know Before You GoNOTICE OF EARLY VOTING
FEDERAL/STATE PRIMARY, CARROLL COUNTY GENERAL, CARROLL COUNTY 

SPECIAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND THE CITY OF CLARKSBURG ELECTION

The Carroll County Election 
Commission announces Early 
Voting Requirements for the 
August 2, 2018 Federal/State 
Primary, Carroll County Gen-
eral, Carroll County Special 
School Districts,  & City of  
Clarksburg Election. Any prop-
erly registered voter may cast 
a ballot by personal appear-
ance at the Election Commis-
sion Office located, 625 High 
Street, Suite 113, Huntingdon 
TN, beginning on Friday, July 
13, 2018, and ending on Satur-
day, July 28, 2018. 

State law requires voters 
to have Federal or State gov-

ernment issued photo ID to 
vote, unless an exception ap-
plies.  College student IDs will 
not be accepted.  The voters 
must have photo identification 
when they present themselves 
to vote.  This includes early 
voting at the election office 
and voting on Election Day at 
your assigned polling place. To 
learn more about the new law 
and its exceptions, please call 
Carroll County Election Com-
mission office or visit www.
GoVoteTN.com.

*CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
DEADLINE:  4 P.M. July 28, 
2018. Pursuant to T.C.A. 2-2-
109 (a), the last time to change 
your address inside your coun-
ty of  registration is the close 
of  business on the 5th day 
before Election Day.  Voters 
who have moved within Car-
roll County may change their 
address at the Early Voting site 
or by sending a change of  ad-
dress in writing to the Carroll 
County Election Commission 
Office, 625 High Street, Suite 
113, Huntingdon, TN.

QUESTIONS?  If  you have 

questions regarding the above 
procedures or about the elec-
tion process in general, call 
the Carroll County Election 
Office.

CARROLL COUNTY ELEC-
TION COMMISSION

Dennis R. Coleman, Chair-
man

Michael Corrado, Secretary
Nellie Hale, Joyce Scates, & 

Billy J. Smith, Members
Attest: Vince Taylor, Admin-

istrator of  Elections
Phone: 731-986-1968
E-mail:  election@carroll.

tn.org

IS MY PHOTO ID 
ACCEPTABLE?

If  you are unsure or have 
questions about your photo ID, 
contact your county election 
commission or the Division 
of  Elections at 1-877-850-4959.

WHERE CAN I 
FIND OUT MORE 
INFORMATION?

Call or visit your county 
election commission. Call 
1-877-850-4959. Visit http://
carrollcountytnelections.
com.

Wyoming First State to 
Elect Female Governor

Wyoming was not only the 
first state to grant women the 
right to vote, but it also was 
the first state to elect a female 
governor, electing Nellie Tayloe 
Ross to that post in 1924. Ross 
was elected after being nomi-
nated for governor in a special 
election following the sudden 
death of  her husband, William 
Ross, who died from complica-
tions of  an appendectomy less 
than two years into his term. 

Wyoming granted full voting 
rights to women in 1869, 21 
years before it was even granted 
statehood. The year 1869 proved 
to be a groundbreaking year 
with regard to voting rights, as 
it was in February of  1869 that 
Congress proposed an amend-
ment that would ban voting re-
strictions on the basis of  race, 
color or previous servitude. 
That amendment would not be 
ratified for nearly 12 months, 

but it would still precede the 
19th Amendment, which grant-
ed American women the right to 
vote, by half  a century. Among 
those credited with fighting 
hard for women’s suffrage in 
the United States are Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott 
and Susan B. Anthony, none 
of  whom would ultimately live 
long enough to see the 19th 
Amendment passed.

DID YOU KNOW? 



The McKenzie Banner • Voter’s Guide • Election 2018 • Page 3

RODITIS
CARROLL COUNTY PROPERTY ASSESSOR

ElectElect

BRINGING THE PROPERTY ASSESSOR’S OFFICE TO THE PEOPLE

SANDI STAFFORD

AUG. 2  GENERAL ELECTION

PAID FOR BY THE CANDIDATE. DESIGNED & PRINTED BY THE MCKENZIE BANNER, 731-352-3323.

ACCESSIBLE • DEDICATED • ENERGETIC

A
55
42

Roditis Announces Bid 
For Property Assessor

Sandi Stafford Roditis announc-
es her candidacy for the office of  
Carroll County Property Assessor.

Roditis is a 1985 graduate of  
McKenzie High School, 1989 grad-
uate of  UT-Martin with a degree 
in economics and finance, and 
the principal broker of  Nicky Joe 
Stafford Real Estate in McKenzie.

She and husband, Spiros, re-
side in McKenzie and have two 
children, Ellie, a sophomore at 
University of  Central Arkansas 
and Stafford, a sixth grade student 
at McKenzie Middle School.

Sergeant Major Roditis is a 
full-time member of  the Army-
National Guard and stationed at 

headquarters in Jackson. He has 
served 26 years and deployed three 
times. His initial military service 
was in the Army while stationed 
at Fort Campbell.

Sandi has worked 21 years in 
real estate, first as an affiliate 
broker under her father, Nicky 
Stafford, the principal broker. 
After college, she worked at Op-
ryland Hotel in hospitality and 
later a sales representative for a 
pharmaceutical company.

She is a member of  the Tennes-
see Valley Board of  Realtors, a 
member of  First Baptist Church-
McKenzie, and McKenzie Rotary 
Club. She previously volunteered 

to work with the church’s youth 
outreach and the church’s out-
reach to provide food to the less 
fortunate. She also helps coordi-
nate the annual Rotary Auction 
in McKenzie.

Sandi said she has worked in 
customer service her entire career 
and interested in working with 
the people of  Carroll County to 
provide excellent service in that 
office and in field visits through-
out the county.

She said she is excited about 
the possibility of  producing the 
data that so many residents, real 
estate agents, attorneys, bankers, 
and appraisers rely on each day.

While July 4th is synonymous 
with American independence, one 
of  the United States’ founding fa-
thers felt that July 2nd was a more 
appropriate date to celebrate the 
colonies’ declaration of  indepen-
dence from Great Britain. John 
Adams, who would serve as the 
second President of  the United 
States, felt July 2nd was the cor-
rect date to celebrate the colonies’ 
independence and even protested 
July 4th by refusing invitations 
to appear at events on that day 

during his lifetime. Adams’ con-
tention dates back to June 7, 1776, 
when Richard Henry Lee, the 
Virginia delegate of  the Conti-
nental Congress, first introduced 
a motion calling for the colonies 
to declare their independence. 
Voting on Lee’s motion was post-
poned, though a five-man commit-
tee consisting of  Adams, Benja-
min Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, 
Robert R. Livingston, and Roger 
Sherman was appointed to draft a 
statement justifying independence 

from Great Britain. Lee’s motion 
was approved on July 2nd, and Ad-
ams even wrote his wife, Abigail, 
that the day would be celebrated 
as the anniversary of  the colonies’ 
independence for many years to 
come. But that was not to be, as 
American independence is instead 
celebrated on July 4th, the day 
when the Continental Congress 
formally adopted the Declaration 
of  Independence.  

The Second of July, Not the Fourth

Elect Tracie L. McCormick, 
Circuit Court Clerk, Independent

A graduate of  Huntingdon High 
school in 1989, Tracie is an ex-
perienced former deputy court 
clerk with over nine years at the 
Carroll County Courthouse from 
2008-2017. As the Deputy Juvenile 
Clerk, she prepared deposits, re-
ceipted monies, prepared court 
dockets, updated minute books, 
completed data entry on the com-
puter system for all courts includ-
ing, General Sessions, Juvenile, 
and Circuit Court. She worked 
with judges, attorneys, various 
state offices including child sup-
port, Department of  Children 
Services, District Attorney and 
courthouse clientele, both plain-
tiffs and defendants of  the court. 

She is familiar with the various 
different aspects of  the courthouse 
serving to backfill as needed in 
Circuit and General Sessions. She 
is experienced with the TnCIS 
software that was implemented 
across the state for managing 

the courts records. She will work 
locally and across the region to 
improve and modernize the court 
operations, communication and 
insure transparency of  the courts 
revenues and expenditures while 
improving service to everyone 
that uses our court system.

As an independent business 
owner, Tracie has traveled and 
worked with leadership and suc-
cessful organizations to leader-
ship teams. This experience will 
serve Carroll County well in shap-
ing the future of  the courthouse 
operations to improve service 
to all constituents of  the court. 
Tracie is committed to transpar-
ency to ensure the integrity of  
the court system to the people it 
serves.

Tracie believes in serving the 
community and has worked with 
the American Youth Soccer Orga-
nization (AYSO) overseeing youth 
soccer programs in middle and 

western Tennessee, Arkansas, 
Mississippi and Louisiana. Dur-
ing her 20+ years with AYSO she 
has overseen audits of  numer-
ous programs to ensure revenues 
and expenditures are properly ac-
counted for as well as supporting 
the participants of  the program 
by insuring those who volunteer 
to work with the kids have cleared 
required background checks.

Tracie is married to Shawn Mc-
Cormick and has two children in 
Carroll County, (Grant McPeake 
(fiancé Kirsten Lane) and Rusty 
Mullins) and two step children in 
California, (Jonathan McCormick 
and Nicole McCormick).

Tracie believes it is time for 
a change and she humbly asks 
for your support to serve as the 
Circuit Court Clerk by bringing 
transparent, fairness and lead-
ership experience to all Carroll 
County residents.
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29 Years Experience

I am Rita Jones, and I have 
had the honor of  serving the 
past 7 years as your Carroll 
County Assessor of  Property. 
I have 29 years of  experience 
in the office and worked for 
assessors Ray White, Joel Col-
lins, and Johnny Radford. I 
have an extensive background 

in mapping, deed transfers 
Greenbelt Programs, commer-
cial and residential appraisals, 
and tangible personal property.

I am the widow of  Bobby 
Jones, a butcher at E.W. James 
in Huntingdon, Tennessee and 
have one son Dusty Jones, a 
paramedic at West Tennes-

see Health Care in Jackson, 
Tennessee. I am a member of  
Carter’s Chapel United Meth-
odist Church in McLemores-
ville, Tennessee.

I would like to ask for your 
vote on August 2, 2018 to con-
tinue the good work I do for 
the people of  Carroll County.

Re-Elect Rita Jones, Carroll 
County Assessor of  Property

To The Voters of  District Nine, 
Carroll County Tennessee,

 Four years ago, your vote of  
confidence allowed me to serve 
as your County Commissioner. I 
want to thank you for the conver-
sations we’ve had concerning our 
county government during my 
first tenure as a commissioner. 
I have been allowed to voice my 
concerns and vote as I see will 
benefit not just our district, but 
our entire county. 

I am going to seek re-election 
for another four years to serve as 

your county commissioner. I feel 
that the next four years are going 
to be exciting and challenging 
times for our commission, and I 
want very much to be a part of  
this. We have been blessed with a 
strong county government due to 
the decisions made by the com-
missioners, not just in the past 
four years, but in many years past.

 As most of  you know, I have 
lived my entire life in McKenzie. 
Larry and I have three children 
and eight grandchildren. As you 
can see, my investment in our 

community is something I feel I 
can provide for the future of  not 
just my family, but also the voters 
of  District Nine. 

Again, thank you for your sup-
port during the past four years. 
Early voting began July 13, or 
you can go to the polls on August 
2, 2018. This is one of  the few 
privileges we can use to voice 
our support of  not just our com-
munity but our county as a whole. 
Please vote! 

Paula Watkins

Re-Elect Paula Watkins, District 
Nine, County Commission

Buying ink by the barrel for over 140 years. 
Let us handle all your printing.  Call Today. 731.352.3323

Research Candidates, 
Upcoming Elections

Cast your vote for the right 
candidate this election season.

Presidential elections may 
grab the national headlines, 
but local elections also have a 
big impact on voters’ daily lives.

Locally elected officials are 
typically much more accessible 
to voters, whose participation in 
local elections can bring about 
real change. With that in mind, 
here are some tips to prepare for 
Election Day, whether you are 
selecting state, county, town, pro-
vincial, labor union, or school 
officials.

Solidify your stance. The first 
step to casting your vote is de-
ciding how you feel about key 
issues and candidates. Some 
voters back a particular politi-
cal party, while others spend 
more time moving across party 
lines and standing with poli-
ticians who have like-minded 
goals and ideas. Make a list of  
the issues that you find most 
important and want addressed 

in this election. Then research 
the stance each candidate takes 
on the issues that most resonate 
with you.

Research the candidates. Con-
duct some preliminary research 
into each candidate running 
for office. Chances are their 
websites provide background in-
formation regarding their quali-
fications as well as their stances 
on certain issues. Many times 
newspapers will offer their own 
round-up on local candidates 
so you can get to know them 
further. Such information can 
save you the time and effort of  
looking into candidates on your 
own. Delve further when needed 
to see if  the facts are correct. Ex-
amine public records for policies 
candidates supported to confirm 
if  their ideals are similar to 
your own.

Ignore the polls. If  you strong-
ly support a candidate and his or 
her agenda, then stick with your 
preferences rather than relying 

on the polls. Polls may be used 
to sway indecisive voters. How-
ever, even though the polls may 
be indicating one thing, the real 
test of  a candidate’s mettle is the 
end result come Election Day.

Attend a town hall meeting. 
Many local candidates interact 
with voters at informal town 
hall meetings. This is a great 
chance to assess a candidate, 
and provides voters the oppor-
tunity to have their voices heard 
and ask questions about the is-
sues that concern them. You also 
may be able to watch candidate 
forums on television or online.

Stick to the issues. The best 
candidate is not necessarily the 
one with the biggest campaign 
war chest. Resist the temptation 
to be swayed by the flashiest 
signs or the best slogan. Pay 
more attention to the candi-
dates’ answers on tough ques-
tions.

Prepare Now for Election Day
Elections decide the leader-

ship that guides legislation and 
enforcement of  regulations. The 
right to vote is something many 
people take for granted, but else-
where in the world many people 
have no say with regard to their 
political leaders, which only 
emphasizes the importance of  
participating in the election pro-
cess whenever you’re afforded 
the opportunity to do so.

The first step to prepare for 
Election Day is to confirm your 
eligibility. Age, legal residency 
and citizenship status are just a 
few of  the factors that may affect 
your eligibility to vote. County 
clerks, municipal offices as well 
as the Division of  Motor Vehicles 
should have voter registration 
forms, and additional informa-
tion is available online. 

Voter registration may have to 
be filed several weeks to a month 
in advance of  Election Day in 
order for you to be eligible. In 
the United States, when voter 
eligibility is in question at the 
time of  an election, a person 
typically may cast a provisional 

vote, which will then be con-
sidered after other ballots are 
counted.

Once your eligibility has been 
verified, it is important to know 
the dates of  key elections. Local 
newspapers often print sched-
ules and this information can 
be found online as well. Various 
local and federal elections occur 
each year, and November is when 
national elections take place in 
the United States.

Before voting, voters should 
research the respective candi-
dates for each election. To bet-
ter understand candidates’ plat-
forms, visit their websites as 
well as those of  nonpartisan 
political organizations, such as 
The League of  Women Voters. 
Deciding who to vote for requires 
more than just siding with a 
particular political party. Read 
as much as you can on the candi-
dates’ beliefs, concerns and voter 
history. This will help you make 
the best decision possible.

In the days leading up to Elec-
tion Day, confirm your polling 
location and voting options. USA.

gov advises that if  you need 
special assistance, contact your 
local elections office for informa-
tion, advice, and educational ma-
terials about voting equipment 
and details on access to the poll-
ing place, including designated 
parking.

Understand that voter intimi-
dation is illegal. Never feel obli-
gated to vote for one candidate 
because you felt bullied into do-
ing so. Your vote should remain 
private unless you want to share 
your choice with others.

Keep in mind that, in addition 
to voting for candidates, you may 
be asked to answer additional 
questions about issues impacting 
your local community. These are 
called ballot measures. A voter 
guide also may include informa-
tion about certain issues that 
will require your vote.

Elections are on the horizon 
and preparing now can help vot-
ers make educated and sound 
choices at the polls.

American Flag Etiquette
The American flag symboliz-

es many things to many people. 
While the American flag is proud-
ly displayed in millions of  build-
ings and homes across the United 
States year-round, it tends to draw 
special attention each summer, 
when Americans celebrate their 
independence on July 4.

The Flag Code formalizes and 
unifies the standards of  respect 
that must be given to the flag, even 
containing specific instructions 
regarding how the flag should not 
be used. The following are some 
of  the rules that govern how to 
display the American flag.

Raising and lowering the flag

According to USFlag.org, the 
American flag should be raised 
quickly and lowered slowly and 
ceremoniously. While the Flag 
Code suggests the flag should be 
displayed only between sunrise 
and sunset, if  it is displayed at 
night, it should be illuminated. 
The flag should be saluted as it 
is hoisted, and when lowered that 
salute should be held until the flag 
is unsnapped from the halyard or 
through the final note of  music, 
whichever is the longest.

When displayed indoors, the 

flag should be displayed to the 
right of  the speaker, staging area 
or sanctuary. Any additional flags 
hanging in the room should al-
ways hang to the left of  the Ameri-
can flag. When flags are grouped 
for display, the American flag 
should be in the center and at the 
highest point of  any flag.

In mourning
The American flag is often dis-

played in mourning. When placing 
the flag at half  staff, first hoist it 
to the peak for an instant before 
lowering it to a position halfway 
between the top and bottom of  
the staff. During mourning, when 
the time comes to lower the flag, 
it should once again be momen-
tarily raised to the peak before it 

is lowered.
The American flag is flown at 

half-staff  when mourning des-
ignated, principal government 
leaders. It also must be flown at 
half-staff  upon presidential or 
gubernatorial order.

When covering a casket, the 
American flag should be placed 
with the union at the head and 
over the left shoulder. The flag 
should never be lowered into the 
grave.

Parading the flag
When the American flag is car-

ried in a procession, such as in 
a parade, the flag should always 
be to the right of  the marchers 
when it is the lone flag being rep-
resented. When other flags are 
carried, the American flag may 

be centered in front of  the others 
or carried to their right. Parade 
audiences should salute the flag as 
it passes in the procession.

Flag restrictions
There are many conditions un-

der which the American flag is not 
to be used. These include:

The flag should never be used 
as a decoration. Use bunting to 
decorate with the colors of  the 
American flag, always ensuring 
the blue stripe of  the bunting is 
on top.

The flag should not be used 
as part of  advertising. The flag 
also should not be embroidered, 
printed or impressed on articles 
such as cushions, napkins, boxes 
or anything considered temporary 

that is likely to be discarded after 
use.

The flag should not be used as 
part of  a costume. The uniforms 
of  military personnel, firemen, 
policemen and members of  patri-
otic organizations are permitted 
to wear American flag insignias 
on their uniforms.

The flag is not to be used as a 
receptacle to carry, deliver, hold, 
or receive anything.

The American flag is an en-
during symbol of  freedom and 
sacrifice to millions of  people 
across the globe. The flag should 
always be displayed with the ut-
most respect and in adherence 
to the guidelines set forth by the 
Flag Code
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Elect Sarah
BRA DBERRY

Circuit Court Clerk Paid for by the candidate.

A5542

 My name is Sarah Bradberry 
and I want to be your next Circuit 
Court Clerk. I am a servant and 
I see the opportunity to expand 
my services to the County. I un-
derstand the complexities of  the 
court system and look forward to 
providing:

 • Education programs for teens 
before they may be faced with 
problems within our judicial sys-
tem;

• Programs to inform the com-
munity about the judicial system 
and careers in law, law enforce-
ment and the legal system;

• Outreach Clinics to provide 
self-help opportunities to those 
with criminal records; and

• Technological Modernization 
to streamline filing, inform the 
public and offer access to public 
records. 

I am a 1995 graduate of  McKen-
zie High School and led the visual 
arts program there since 2011. I 
collaborated to improve educa-
tion, created and implemented 
curriculum, organized commu-
nity projects, and ran a fiscally 
sound program. My unique back-
ground in education and the arts 
has taught me the importance of  
assessment, change and improve-
ment. As an adult learner, wife 
and mother, I graduated from 

Bethel University with a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Organizational 
Management in 2009 and subse-
quently, after having my third 
child, earned a Master’s Degree 
in Education, also from Bethel, 
in 2013. These accomplishments 
instilled perseverance, leadership 
and management skills. Team 
building, problem solving, and 
critical thinking are disciplines 
I embrace and believe to be an 
important part of  life and work. 
Experience matters but not if  that 
experience creates stagnancy and 
complacency. I have a vision for 
this office. My unique background 
in education and the arts taught 
me the importance of  assessment, 
change and improvement. This ap-
proach will build a better future, 
a vision, for the office of  Circuit 
Court Clerk and Carroll County. 

I believe immediate improve-
ment is necessary. Go to the web 
and try to find our Carroll County 
Circuit Court, General Sessions 
Court, or Juvenile Court web-
sites. You can’t. They don’t exist. 
This is 2018 and you cannot pay 
for your court costs and fines 
online. To me, it’s unacceptable. I 
will implement a website capable 
to handle online payments and 
inform citizens of  their dates of  
court. This action should increase 

and streamline collections and 
deter missed court appearances; 
thus, keeping our citizens earn-
ing money at work instead of  
being arrested for forgetting their 
court date.

I plan to promote free self-help 
clinics to aid eligible citizens to ef-
ficiently and cost-effectively clear 
their records. Our legislature dic-
tates who is eligible, I want to 
locate them and inform them we 
are here to help. This action will 
put more Carroll Countians to 
work, improve their opportunity 
to earn a higher wage, and, hope-
fully, improve their quality of  life. 

Ultimately, this position is one 
of  customer service. In addition 
to the website, I plan to solicit 
improvement suggestions from all 
levels of  the system: judges, attor-
neys, law enforcement, probation 
and parole, deputy clerks within 
the office, and, most importantly, 
the citizens of  Carroll County. 
How can we improve our service 
to you?

Thank you for your encourag-
ing words and hospitality during 
this campaign. I appreciate your 
consideration and hope you will 
VOTE for SARAH BRADBERRY 
for CIRCUIT COURT CLERK!

Vote Sarah Bradberry 
For Circuit County Clerk

It has been my honor to serve the 5th District as a Carroll County 
Commissioner. I have been blessed beyond measure and therefore, 

feel a continued responsibility to listen, learn and lead alongside 
those that love this area as much as I do. As you soon make your 

way to the poll, I ask for your support as we continue to work 
together to move this county forward.

*paid for by the candidate

Vote Lori Nolen for County 
Commissioner, 5th District

My name is Lori Nolen and I 
am running for County Commis-
sioner, 5th District. I reside in 
Huntingdon, with my husband, 
Clay Nolen, and our children, 
Johns (7) and Heston (3). I am 
a member of  FBC Huntingdon. 

I am involved in the following 
community activities: 

• AYSO Youth Soccer Coach
• Human Resources Commit-

tee Member, FBC Huntingdon 
•  Ambassador for  United 

Way’s First Ladies’ Fundraiser 

for West TN
• Creator of  Mudslingers 

Pottery Studio and community 
classes

• Executive Director of  The 
Dixie & Arts and Events Direc-
tor for The Town of  Huntingdon

I participate in the following 
public services:

• Current participant in Delta 
Regional Authority Leadership 
Program (DLI), One of  seven 
fellows from Tennessee selected 
by Governor Haslam for Delta 

Leadership Institute to further 
skills in community leadership 
and promote collaboration and 
local economic growth in the 
eight-state region

• Current county commission-
er, District 5

•  Co-director of  Hunting-
don Tomorrow Vision Council

• Chairperson for Pre-K Ad-
visory Committee, Huntingdon 
Special School District

Tri-County  
Publishing,Inc.

WHERE’S THE PRESS?

731.352.3323
DBA The McKenzie Banner.

In house. We are the only full service printshop in Carroll County. 
From start to finish, we handle your printing needs right here at 
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The Carroll County Democratic Party proudly endorse and support

Bertha Taylor for Carroll County Circuit Court Clerk
Natalie McCullough-Porter for Register of Deeds

We are asking Carroll County Citizens for their vote.

Experience, Integrity, & Dedication

Two qualifi ed and 
experienced women 

who continue to 
bring integrity to 

their offi ces.

A3946Paid for by the candidate.

My name is Natalie McCullough 
Porter. I am a Democratic nomi-
nee seeking re-election for the 
office of  Carroll County Register 
of  Deeds. I consider it an honor to 
serve as the Register of  Deeds of  
Carroll County. I feel that I am not 
only qualified, but have the experi-
ence needed for the position.

After having worked for several 
years in the Register of  Deeds 
office, I was elected as Register 
following the retirement of  Ms. 
Judy Baker in 2006. I have a Bach-
elor of  Business Administration 
Degree from Austin Peay State 
University. I am a Certified Pub-
lic Administrator, a graduate of  
Adult Leadership Carroll County 
and a graduate of  WestStar. I am 
a member of  the West Tennessee 
Registers Association and a mem-
ber of  the Tennessee Registers 
Association. In the Tennessee Reg-
isters Association, I have served 
as secretary since 2009 and pres-

ently serve as first Vice-President. 
In 2012, I received the award of  
Outstanding Register of  Deeds. 
This award was presented by the 
Tennessee Registers Association. 
I presently serve on the follow-
ing boards: Leadership Carroll 
County, Carroll County Exchange 
Club Carl Perkins Center, Library 
Advisory Board, Carroll County 
Watershed Authority, Dixie Carter 
Performing Arts and Enrichment 
Center and MLK Commemorative 
Steering Committee to name a few.

The years of  experience work-
ing in the office and working with 
the regional and state associations 
keeps the office aware of  legisla-
tion that would directly relate to 
the Register of  Deeds office. The 
office will continue to operate in 
a courteous, efficient and profes-
sional manner. The office has the 
most up-to-date equipment and 
technology. Also, there are no 
audit findings for the Register of  

Deeds office.
My hobbies include volunteer-

ing, singing, shopping, reading, 
brain teasers and spending time 
with family and friends, to name 
a few.

I am the daughter of  the late 
Lonnie Nathaniel McCullough and 
Verdie McCullough of  McLem-
oresville and the daughter-in-law 
of  Evelyn McCollum of  Atwood. 
My husband Bernard and I have 
one daughter, Annalise. Annal-
ise will be a first grader at the 
West Carroll Primary School in 
McLemoresville. We are members 
of  the Reedy Creek Missionary 
Baptist Church in McLemores-
ville, where I serve on the usher 
board and am a member of  the 
choir.

I am truly grateful and honored 
to serve the citizens of  Carroll 
County as the Register of  Deeds, 
and I respectfully ask for your vote 
and support.

Natalie McCullough-Porter 
Seeks Vote for Register of  Deeds

Re-Elect Bertha Taylor, 
Circuit Court Clerk

My name is Bertha Taylor. I am 
a Democratic nominee seeking 
re-election for the office of  Cir-
cuit Court Clerk. My love of  the 
job, dedication and faithfulness 
is why I decided to run. I began 
as a part-time Deputy and have 
learned from experience. I bring 

knowledge of  the Court system 
and patience with the general 
public. I would change according 
to the law; however, I will work 
to improve the jury notification 
and electronic minute books. The 
accomplishments I am most proud 
of  are: TCIS program, video ar-

raignment equipment, credit card 
payments and e-tickets.

My hobbies include church, 
sewing, shopping and work.

I have been married to Hurley 
Taylor for 53 years. We have two 
daughters and one grandson. Fam-
ily and faith are my priorities.

My name is Kenny McBride. 
I am an Independent nominee 
seeking re-election for County 
Mayor. I want to continue common 
sense, conservative financial man-
agement in the office of  County 
Mayor. Carroll County has had 
continuous balanced budgets and 
increased the rainy day fund. We 
also are the tenth-lowest debt per 
capita county in Tennessee.

Having owned small businesses 
and having served as a county 
commissioner prior to becoming 
County Mayor gave me a working 
knowledge of  business and county 
government. I bring 20 years of  
proven experience in conserva-
tive financial management as 
evidenced by balanced budgets 
and low debt. I would continue 
to work with our local businesses 
and existing industries to grow 
their companies, as well as the 
State of  Tennessee, on any new 
projects. In addition to not raising 

property taxes, I am very proud 
that we were able to construct the 
emergency operations center to 
provide a safe environment for our 
dispatchers to work. We also have 
improved the county-wide com-
munications systems for our law 
enforcement, fire and emergency 
services to help them do their jobs 
more safely and more efficiently. 
All of  this was done with no in-
crease in property taxes.

As a family man, I enjoy sup-
porting my sons in whatever activ-
ity that they are involved. My wife, 
Becky, and I have been married 
28 years. My son, Matt, is in his 
fourth year of  optometry school 
and my son, Will, is a senior at 
McKenzie High School.

I am a member of  First Baptist 
Church and am currently serving 
as chairman of  the deacon body. I 
am a past president of  the McKen-
zie Rotary Club. I am a member of  
Tennessee Advisory Commission 

on Intergovermental Relations 
(only 5 county mayors sit on this 
board), West Tennessee River Ba-
sin Authority and Local Govern-
ment Data Corporation Board (the 
only county mayor in the state to 
serve on this board). I am also a 
certified public administrator.

I have worked diligently to 
represent all of  Carroll County 
in a professional manner in ev-
erything that I do. Being County 
Mayor is a full time job, and I 
strive to represent our county at 
the highest level during the day, 
at night and on the weekend. I 
have and will continue to strive 
to make sure that your county 
government operates within the 
means it is given and to the high-
est standards. I truly believe that 
Carroll County has a bright future 
ahead and, by working together, 
we can make our dreams a reality.

Re-Elect Kenny McBride, County Mayor NOTICE OF EARLY VOTING
FED-STATE PRIMARY/COUNTY GENERAL ELECTION - August 2, 2018

QUESTIONS?  If you have questions regarding the above procedures or about the election process in general, please call the Carroll County Election Offi ce.
CARROLL COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION: Billy J. Smith, Chairman; Michael Corrado, Secretary; Julia A. Blanks, Nellie M. Hale & Ronald R. Reiter, Members; Attest: Peg Hamlett, Administrator of Elections

Phone: 731-986-1968 • Email: election@carroll.tn.org • Website: carrollcountytnelections.com • Facebook: carrollcountytnelections

The Carroll County Election Commission 
announces Early Voting for the August 2, 
2018 Fed-State Primary/County General 
Election.  Any properly registered voter may 
cast a ballot early by personal appearance 
at the Election Commission Offi ce, 625 
High Street, Suite 113, Huntingdon, TN, 
Friday, July 13, 2018 through Saturday, 
July 28, 2018, at NOON.

State law requires voters to have 
Federal or State government issued 
photo ID to vote, unless an exception 
applies.  College student IDs will 
not be accepted.  The voters must 
have photo identifi cation when they 
present themselves to vote.  This 
includes early voting, which is ONLY 

at the election offi ce, and Election 
Day voting at your assigned polling 
place. 

EARLY VOTING SCHEDULE FOR THE 
AUGUST 2, 2018 ELECTION

Monday – Friday, July 13 - 27, 8:30 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m.

3 Saturdays, July 14, 21 & 28, 9:00 a.m. 
- 12:00 (NOON)

*ABSENTEE VOTING: Authorized 
circumstances that allow a voter to cast a 
ballot by absentee vote are:

1. Those outside the county during 

Early Voting and Election Day
2. Students and their spouses 

enrolled in a college or univer-
sity outside the county in which 
they are registered

3. Individuals on the Permanent 
Absentee Register due to 
illness or disability

4. Individuals hospitalized, ill or 
physically disabled (unable to 
appear at polls) and caretakers 
of persons hospitalized, 
ill or disabled

5. Registered voters who are 
residents of any licensed nurs-
ing home, home for the aged or 
similar licensed institution

6. Jurors
7. Voters 60 years of age or older

8. Candidates for offi ce 
9. Election offi cials
10. Individuals observing a reli-

gious holiday on Election Day
11. A voter who possesses a valid 

Commercial Driver License and 
who will be working outside of 
the county or state during Early 
Voting and Election Day

Voters who want an absentee ballot 
may send a written request, or call the 
Election Offi ce for an Application for 
Ballot, to the Carroll County Election 
Commission with the following 
information, no later than Thursday, 
July 26, 2018:

• Voter’s name
• Voter’s legal residence
• Voter’s Social Security Number
• Voter’s Date of Birth
• Address where voter wants to receive 

ballot
• Election(s) the voter wishes to vote in 

(including Primary)
• Legal reason the voter wishes to vote 

absentee
• Request for absentee ballot must be in 

writing and signed by the voter

*VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  
The last day to register to vote in this 
election is:  TUESDAY, JULY 3, 2018.  
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• 20 straight years of  balanced budgets

• 100% increase in fund balance (rainy day fund)

• 10th lowest per capita debt for all counties in 
Tennessee

• Certified Public Administrator

• Served as a Carroll County Commissioner prior 
to becoming Carroll County Mayor

• Owned and operated two different small 
businesses in Carroll County

Paid for
by candidate.
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KENN
Y

McBRIDE

PROVEN CONSERVATIVE 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

RE-ELECT

COUNTY MAYOR

“Mayor McBride has a proven record of  

conservative financial management along with a 

positive and progressive vision for all of  Carroll 

County. We are proud to support Kenny McBride 

for Carroll County Mayor and encourage the 

citizens of  Carroll County to vote to re-elect 

County Mayor Kenny McBride.”

Dr. Jerry F. Atkins

Paula Atkins

KEEP EXPERIENCE 
WORKING FOR YOU
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R11409

Vote for Deane Arganbright, 
State Representative, District 76

I am the Democratic Party can-
didate for the District 76 seat in 
the Tennessee House of  Represen-
tatives. I already have listed some 
of  the details of  my background 
elsewhere in this issue, so here I 
will add a little more.

My wife, Susan, and I met in 
college in April, 1962. On Sep-
tember 1 of  this year we will 
celebrate our 56th wedding anni-
versary. Susan majored in Home 
Economics Education. She has 
worked as a teacher and as a 
secretary. A talented artist and 
seamstress, over the years Susan 
made most of  her own clothes 
and those of  our sons when they 
were young. We also have com-
bined my skills in mathematics 
and computing with her skills 
in art to give joint talks at math-
ematics conferences. Our two 
sons are both college graduates 
– Nathan, from Centenary U. and 
Andrew from Gonzaga U. Nathan 
is a materials engineer at Wash-
ington State University, while 
Andrew an insurance executive 
in Spokane. We also have 3 grand-
children and a great-grandson. 

I spent my career as a univer-
sity mathematics professor, all 
the while continuing a vigorous 
program of  self-study to broaden 
my knowledge in both mathemat-
ics and computer science. In the 

United States for 30 years I taught 
at Iowa State U., Whitworth U., 
and UTM. Overseas, for 15 years 
I taught at the U. of  Papua New 
Guinea, Bendigo College of  Ad-
vanced Education (Australia), 
the University of  Vienna, KAIST 
– the Korean Advanced Institute 
of  Science and Technology, and 
Divine Word University (Madang, 
PNG).

After gaining tenure at Iowa 
State in 1974, I made what turned 
out to be a life-changing decision. 
I took a leave to go to the Univer-
sity of  Papua New Guinea in Port 
Moresby. There I realized how 
much Susan and I could contrib-
ute to the people of  a developing 
nation, witness to our faith, and 
grow significantly in the process. 
Our sons attended multi-racial 
schools, and I was elected as Sec-
retary of  the Waigani Primary 
School Board of  Management. 
This gave me insights into the 
vital issues of  a developing na-
tion, the opportunity to interact 
with government leaders, and to 
get to know both national and 
expatriate parents and teachers.

The experience led us in later 
years to take up positions in Aus-
tralia, South Korea, Austria, and 
many times, in Papua New Guin-
ea. In more recent years at UPNG 
I taught Introduction to Comput-

ing to hundreds of  students each 
term, including many everyday 
poorly-educated but intelligent 
workers who otherwise would 
have had no opportunity to attend 
a university. Each of  these oppor-
tunities enabled us to be able to 
relate to people of  different races, 
cultures, and religions. In the 
process, many of  those whom we 
met have become lifelong friends. 

 The idea of  being able to take 
on new challenges arose again 
when I took a position at Whit-
worth College (now University) 
in Spokane. This highly respected 
liberal arts university is affiliated 
with the Presbyterian Church. 
Life there is firmly based on the 
faith of  its community. Moreover, 
the university is committed to 
reaching out to assist the people 
around the world in matters of  
faith, well-being, and justice. 

While at Whitworth I became 
a pioneer in the use of  spread-
sheets for mathematics, and in 
the process became an interna-
tionally recognized expert in this 
area, publishing articles, books, 
and serving as an invited speaker 
in over 25 countries. I also took 
on another task, serving at the 
Chair of  the Faculty Economic 
Welfare Committee. I negotiated 
for improved faculty salaries and 
working conditions. However, 

because the other staff  had no 
such committee, their concerns 
became mine, too.

Finally, in coming to Martin in 
2000 to become Chair of  the UTM 
Mathematics Department, Susan 
and I found that this was not only 
the home a wonderful university 
(with another, Bethel, nearby, 
too), but that the area abounds 
in wonderful, welcoming people. 
We are active in Trinity Presbyte-
rian Church where I am a ruling 
elder, I am Chair of  the Weakley 
County Democratic Party, and 
Susan is active in several civic 
groups. 

And now, this year I have 
taken on yet another new chal-
lenge – running for the District 
76 seat in the Tennessee House 
of  Representatives. As I travel 
around Carroll, Obion, and Weak-
ley Counties I have already met 
many fine people. I look forward 
to getting to know many more. 
I am extremely grateful for this 
opportunity to talk with as many 
people as I can, and to ask for 
their vote.

In closing, as we say in the Tok 
Pisin of  PNG, “Em tasol. Tenk yu 
tumas.” (That’s all. Thank you 
very much.) – Deane Arganbright

Make Election Day 
Go By Smoothly

Election Day gives voters 
throughout the United States a 
chance to participate in their 
government. The right to vote is 
something to cherish, as many 
people across the globe do not get 
a chance to elect the officials who 
govern their countries.While Elec-
tion Day is an exciting time, voters 
may find it frustrating if  they do 
not take steps to ensure things go 
smoothly when they head to the 
polls. The following tips can help 
voters prepare for Election Day.

Confirm your polling loca-
tion. Polling locations may have 
changed since last year, and voters 
who have moved in the past 12 
months may now have to vote in 
a new location. Voters can contact 
their local board of  elections or 
visit www.Vote411.org to confirm 
the correct polling locations. Vot-
ers should also learn the hours 
when the polls are open so they 
do not arrive too early or too late 
to vote.

Bring photo identification. 

Voter identification laws vary 
by state, but voters who want to 
avoid hassles or holdups may be 
able to do so by bringing current 
photo identification with them 
to the polling place. While such 
identification is not necessarily 
a requirement, voters who bring 
along a driver’s license or state 
identification card may get in 
and out of  the polling place more 
quickly than those who do not. 
Confirm registration. Voters can 
confirm that they have registered 
to vote by contacting their local 
board of  elections in advance of  
Election Day. Sometimes voters’ 
names may not appear on the 
registration list when they arrive 
to vote, even if  they previously 
registered. Poll workers can help 
voters who find themselves in 
such situations. But voters who 
want to avoid such hassles on 
Election Day can confirm their 
registration beforehand.

Be familiar with the candidates 
and issues on the ballot. Voting 

is a privilege and a responsibil-
ity, so voters should familiarize 
themselves with the candidates 
and issues on the ballot in the 
weeks leading up to Election Day. 
In addition to national or state-
wide candidates and issues, voters 
should learn about local issues 
that may have a more direct im-
pact on their daily lives. The more 

voters learn about the candidates 
and issues in advance, the more 
quickly they can cast their votes 
and get to work or return home.
Voting on Election Day is a privi-
lege that voters should not take 
lightly. Taking certain steps in the 
weeks ahead of  Election Day can 
make it easier for voters to cast 
their ballots. 


