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Visit: https://integrated-therapy-resources.com

Missouri Valley | 421 E. Erie Street

Additional Locations in Council Bluffs & Atlantic

Call | 712-202-5534

We are trained to help with 
  Trauma & Abuse
  Attachment and Bonding 
  Anxiety & Depression
  Mood & Personality Disorders
  Self-Esteem
  Stress Management
  Grief/Loss
  Parent-Child Relationships

  Behavioral Issues 
  Autism & ADHD
  Anger Management
  Divorce, Relationships 
   & Communication
  Personal Development
  Sexuality & Gender

Counseling for individuals, 
couples & families

OUR SERVICES

Jackie Marcum
Mental Health Counselor

Tracey Jahn 
Mental Health Counselor

Adam Dollen
Mental Health Counselor
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Missouri Valley had 
a humble begin-
ning in regards 

to its first library, which was 
in a room in the Commercial 
Building at 6th and Erie after 
the Public Library Associa-
tion of Missouri Valley first 
met in 1871. 

Just over a decade later, 
the city council elected to pro-
vide a room in the new city 
hall for a library. This room 
was directly behind the stalls 
where the fire department’s 
horses were kept.

That iteration of the 
library served the public for 

nearly 30 years before the 
first mention of receiving 
funding from Andrew Carn-
egie took place in February 
1909, according to old library 
board meeting minutes.

Carnegie provided $10,000, 
and an additional $5,000 was 
committed by the commu-
nity. A lot was purchased at 
5th and Huron, and on Jan. 
2, 1912, the new library was 
dedicated.

Today, the original library 
is still intact on the second 
floor of the building. For 
nearly a century, that’s all 
there was to it until a renova-

tion and addition took place 
in 2004.

Made possible by a gift 
from Ruth and Hugh Tamis-
iea, this provided 7,035 
square feet of new space to 
the original building, which 
was already 5,844 square feet.

This remodeling included 
additional reading areas and 
space for adult fiction and 
nonfiction, a large children’s 
library with collections for 
both children and young 
adults, as well as a public 
meeting room on the lower 
level of the building.

Bruce Kocher, who has 

Carnegie Libraries of Harrison County

Missouri Valley  
Public Library BY AARON HICKMAN • news@enterprisepub.com

COURTESY OF CARNEGIE LIBRARIES IN IOWA PROJECT 
Black and white image showing the front exterior of the Missouri Valley Public Library. An American flag is also visible above 
the building. Note: This is the east side of the building today, or the left side when standing at the current main entrance.
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served as the library’s director 
since 2015, described Carnegie 
libraries as “landmarks in 
every town that has them.”

“Day in and day out, people 
come in and remark at how 
beautiful the building is,” 
Kocher said. “You go to other 
libraries way bigger than us 
and it’s not as nice. I’m really 
fortunate to be able to work 
in a facility like this, and I’m 
also really fortunate to have a 
city council that supports the 
library.”

Putting together various 
learning opportunities and 
programs to invite people into 
the library, Kocher said it is 
important to have members of 

PHOTOS BY AARON HICKMAN | MVTN
Below, the main entrance of the Missouri Valley Public Library today. At right, parts of the library’s 
interior still have a classic look today, including these ionic chapiters on the second floor.

A portrait 
of Andrew 
Carnegie 

was donated 
by the 

Friends of 
the Library 

in 2014 
after the 

original (as 
shown in 

Woodbine’s 
section) was 

defaced. 

A cozy corner is situated just to the right of the main entrance, with a collection of 
magazines to be selected from by readers.
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See our FULL line of Stihl 
products and accessories.  

We’re your full line service, 
warranty & repair center.

Plus  
accessories, spices, rubs,  

pellets & more...

Y O U R  L O G O  H E R E

Y O U R - U R L - G O E S - H E R E . C O M 
6 0 1  Web s t e r  Av e  •  Wa c o,  T X

1 . 2 5 4 . 3 3 3 . 3 4 3 4

p ro u d  re t a i l e r  o f  Ma g n o l i a  Ho m e  p a i nt

Breathtaking colors, tools, 
supplies & accessories, too.

Fix/Repair
inside & out.

Hours: M - F 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Blair Plaza - 114 S. 8th St., Blair • 402-426-9160 
acehardware.com

“Service so GOOD, it’s guaranteed!”

Carnegie Libraries of Harrison County
the community feel comfortable 
within the walls of the building 
while also using the space for 
their various needs.

Some of the more educational 
programs are ones that Kocher is 
particularly proud of, specifically 
mentioning Brad Wilkening’s 
presentation on the Holocaust ear-
lier this year and a historian who 
dressed up like Ulysses S. Grant in 
a different presentation.

Most importantly, Kocher ex-
pressed his gratitude for the long 
history of community support 
for the library, starting all the 
way back with the initial Public 
Library Association up to now.

“Throughout the years, Mis-
souri Valley has really supported 
the library,” he said. “Our doors 
would not be open without the 
city’s contribution, and that’s 
true in libraries all around. If 
they gave the bare minimum, we 
wouldn’t be able to function.”

AARON HICKMAN 
| MVTN
The chil-
dren’s library 
and its 
collections 
were part of 
the 2004 re-
modeling and 
additions. A 
small book 
nook with a 
rocking chair 
is situated 
outside of 
the frame.
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Woodbine Carnegie 
Public Library BY AARON HICKMAN • news@enterprisepub.com

The first of four Carn-
egie libraries in 
Harrison County, the 

Woodbine Carnegie Public 
Library was also the first 
library in the county overall.

First organized on Main 
Street in the town hall’s jail 
section back in 1907, the city 
purchased a lot and a half a 
year later on the corner of 
Lombard and Vail Street, 
which is now 5th and Lincoln 
Way. 

According to a report from 
the Iowa Library Quarterly 
in 1909, Andrew Carnegie 
responded to the efforts of 
interested parties from the 
area with a $10,000 offer for 
the construction of a free pub-
lic library. The library was 
officially dedicated on March 
9, 1910.

Information provided by 
the library shows that an 
initial amount of around 
3,000 books and 78 periodicals 

and newspapers made up the 
library’s inventory.

By 1913 there were 900 
patrons registered with the 
library, which was open three 
days a week with the reading 
room in the basement open on 
Sundays. 

Today, the library is open 
five days a week and offers 
over 19,000 books, 78 subscrip-
tions to magazines and news-
papers, 432 audio books, 577 
videos and DVDs and many 
miscellaneous items, with 33 
puzzles serving as an ex-
ample. The number of patrons 
has grown to over 1,800.

Many historical features 
are also offered at the library. 
Outside there is a fountain 
given by the ladies of the Civic 
Improvement Club, which was 
dedicated in 1917, an honor 
roll of all residents who fought 
in World War I, a Statue of 
Liberty replica (known as the 
“Little Sister of Lady Liber-

AARON HICKMAN | MVTN
The Woodbine Carnegie Library as it stands today. Note the unique Carnegie Library logo above 
the entrance on the left.

COURTESY OF CARNEGIE LIBRARIES IN IOWA PROJECT
Black and white image showing the front and side exterior of the 
Woodbine Public Library, taken between 1908-1910.

The “Little 
Sister of 
Lady Lib-
erty” was 
given to the 
library by 
the local 
Boy Scouts 
in 1950. 
There are 
currently 
fewer than 
200 of 
these in 
the coun-
try.
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HEALTHY FISH. 
HEALTHY FOOD. 
HEALTHY OCEANS.

Veramaris is a joint venture of DSM 
and Evonik for the production of the 
omega-3 fatty acids EPA and DHA 
from natural marine algae. Located 
in Delft, the  Netherlands, Veramaris 
was launched in 2018, because its 
parent companies shared a vision: to 
conserve marine life by using ocean’s 
own resource – natural marine 
microalgae.

Producing an algal oil rich in the two 
essential omega-3 fatty acids EPA 
and DHA through large-scale fermen-
tation at its facility in Blair, Nebraska, 
USA, Veramaris enables partners 
along the value chain to become 
independent from wild-caught fi sh 
and meet the growing demand for 
animal  protein responsibly.

www.veramaris.com

Follow us on LinkedIn

Carnegie Libraries of Harrison County

ty”) given by the Boy Scouts in 1950 and a can-
non that was restored in 2001 by Jim Hawks.

Indoors there are items like the original oak 
circulation desk, the statue of the Goddess of 
the Cup, a bust of Abraham Lincoln, and two 
historical authentic letters written by Abraham 
Lincoln and James Garfield, respectively.

Fast forwarding to 1995, the time had come 
for more growth within the library. Needing to 
move the children’s library out of the basement, 
expand to provide space for the ever growing 
adult library and become handicapped accessi-
ble, various grants, businesses, alumni, organi-
zations and donations helped complete the new 
addition in 2001, which added 2,272 square feet 
to the library.

Librarians who have served in Woodbine 
over the years were Maude Van Scoy (first 
librarian), Mrs. Belle True, Mrs. CL Beebe, 
Mrs. Ethel Elston, Mrs. Ruth Adams, Mrs. 
Connie Ball (library director), Mrs. Rose Bolie 
(children librarian), Mrs. Patricia Leytham 
(children librarian), Mrs. Wendy Doyel (chil-
dren librarian) and Mrs. Ria Bantam (library 
director). At present, Diana Lind serves as the 
children’s librarian and Wendy Doyel serves as 

the library director.
Serving as the director for the past couple 

of years, but working as the children’s librar-
ian before that, Doyel has been a part of the 
library for over 17 years.

“If I could stay here for the rest of my 

librarian career, that would be what I want,” 
she said. “To watch the library grow and 
implement new programs, that’s kind of a 
high point for me.”

Doyel said she sometimes reads through 
all the librarians who have gone through 

AARON HICKMAN | MVTNA display honoring those from the area who served in World War I sits outside of the library.
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DENISON   |   1415 Broadway  ·  Denison, IA  51442  ·  712.263.5615  
WOODBINE  |   511 Walker Street  ·  Woodbine, IA  51579 ·  712.647.3188 
www.broadwaydental.org  ·  Facebook.com/LetYourSmileShine

Smile,  
we are just around the corner!
Broadway Dental has been brightening the smiles of Woodbine and the surrounding communities  
for over five years! In addition to offering a complete range of dental services, including pediatric-friendly 
services, Broadway Dental utilizes technology and best-in-class equipment to make dental care more 
convenient. Now that is something to smile about!
Call today to schedule your appointment with Dr. Juliana Hall, DDS —  712.647.3188

Open Tuesday through Thursday  8:00am - 5:00pm

Smile,  
we are just around the corner!
Broadway Dental has been brightening the smiles of Woodbine and the surrounding communities  
for over five years! In addition to offering a complete range of dental services, including pediatric-friendly 
services, Broadway Dental utilizes technology and best-in-class equipment to make dental care more 
convenient. Now that is something to smile about!
Call today to schedule your appointment with Dr. Juliana Hall, DDS —  712.647.3188

Open Tuesday through Thursday  8:00am - 5:00pm
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DENISON   |   1415 Broadway  ·  Denison, IA  51442  ·  712.263.5615  
WOODBINE  |   511 Walker Street  ·  Woodbine, IA  51579 ·  712.647.3188 
www.broadwaydental.org  ·  Facebook.com/LetYourSmileShine

Broadway Dental has been brightening the smiles of Woodbine and the surrounding communities 
since 2013! In addition to offering a complete range of dental services, including pediatric-friendly 
services, Broadway Dental utilizes technology and best-in-class equipment to make dental care more 
convenient. Now that is something to smile about!

123 E. Lincoln Hwy. • Missouri Valley, IA  • 712-642-4466
Guinan is YOUR local Heating and Cooling  Dealer!

• Specializing in high-efficiency residential and light commercial 
replacement systems at a substantial savings over the larger 
companies

• High-efficiency heating & cooling systems
• Industry-leading warranties
• Extended warranty programs
• Service most brands
• Also available: humidifiers, thermostats, air cleaners 
• Ultraviolet Air Disinfection Systems that kill mold 
• bacteria and viruses

Heating and Cooling Products Quality you can feel.

GETS THE JOB DONE RIGHT!
Est 1992

Serving Harrison County and Surrounding Areas

Guinan
HEATING & COOLING

Your Local Heating & Cooling Professional!

guinanheatingandcoolinginc.yolasite.com

for Over 30 Years

Carnegie Libraries of Harrison County
Woodbine, tracing from the 
very first in Van Scoy all 
the way to herself. 

“You would think there 
would be dozens,” she said. 
“There actually isn’t really 
that many, and it feels kind 
of good to be a part of that. 
My name will be on that list 
of Woodbine Carnegie Li-
brary librarians for as long 
as the library stands.”

Noting that getting kids 
to love a library when 
they’re young so that love 
continues into adulthood is 
“what keeps a library alive 
and growing,” Doyel said 
the motivation for imple-
menting various programs 
is to build that community 
within the library.

A focus has been placed 
on reaching out and part-
nering with organizations 
in the area, with Doyel 
specifically mentioning the 
Crew Center and eventually 
the new Willow Lake Na-

ture Center as great partnership opportunities.
“We’re not just an entity all on our own; we’re 

part of a bigger picture, a bigger community,” she 
said. “People need to realize that and know that 
we’re a part of that community. We need to touch 
all kinds of other businesses and organizations.”

AARON HICKMAN | MVTN
At left, a portrait of Andrew Carnegie was given to each library 
made possible by his contributions. The Woodbine Carnegie 
Public Library still has its original portrait hanging up. Below, an 
authentic letter written and signed by Abraham Lincoln is kept 
within the walls of the library. The library has a letter from James 
Garfield in its possession, as well.
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The lone Carnegie 
Library building of 
Harrison County that 

is no longer used as one today 
resides in Dunlap.

According to an article 
published in the Iowa Library 
Quarterly in 1906, a library 
in Dunlap was established 
through the efforts of the Fort-
nightly Club. A passage from 
the article reads:

“The Secretary of the Li-
brary Commission visited 
Dunlap November 19, address-
ing the Fortnightly Club that 
evening on behalf of the library 
which the Club has started. It 
is of interest to know that this 
flourishing Fortnightly Club 
has 110 members both men and 
women, and maintains active 
work in five departments, viz: 
Arts and Crafts, Nature Study, 
Emerson, Current Events and 
Child Study.”

This same article states that 
the club purchased about 600 
volumes and a pleasant room 
had been provided through 
the interest of a Dr. Patterson, 
whose daughter, Miss Elizabeth 
Patterson, served as librarian.

Nearly five years later, on 
April 1, 1911, a special election 
was held on the question of ac-
cepting $10,000 from the Carn-
egie Corporation for a public 
library. A large majority voted 
in favor of it, and about 1,200 
volumes were turned over to 
the city.

Officially opening on Sept. 
1, 1912, the library remained 
just that until late 2004, when a 
move was made from the 102 S 
8th St. location. Dunlap Report-
er archives from Oct. 28, 2004, 
show then librarian Paula Hess 
detailing the move into a new 
building.

“We are getting ready for 

the big move, which hopefully 
will happen the last week of 
this month,” Hess wrote. “Time 
just seems to fly by anymore. 
So many books and not enough 
hours in a day. We have been 
busy getting them all into the 
computer system which will 
make it very nice and easy 
to look up books rather than 
using a card file system… The 
library has three new gateway 
computers that are available for 
the public to use. Everything 
else keeps going up in cost but 
remember the public library is 
free.”

Today, the Dunlap Public 
Library stands on 102 S 10th St., 
and the old Carnegie Library 
building is home to the Word of 
Life Church.

Carnegie Libraries of Harrison County

Dunlap Public Library
BY AARON HICKMAN • news@enterprisepub.com

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  
CARNEGIE LIBRARIES IN IOWA PROJECT

Black and white image showing the front and 
side exterior of the Dunlap Public Library in 
1914.

The old Carnegie Library building is occupied by the Word of Life Church today.
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The final Carnegie library to be 
erected in Harrison County was 
the Logan Public Library, which 

also had the longest process of commu-
nicating with the Carnegie Corporation 
in order to secure funds for the library’s 
construction.

The initial Logan Public Library got its 
start when two retired principals of Lo-
gan High School made their ideas known 
to the public, which inspired a meeting to 
be held in November 1913. At the meeting, 
the first library board was elected, and a 
room in the northeast corner of the court-
house was designated as the new library.

A couple years later, correspondence 
began between James Bertram, secre-
tary for the Carnegie Corporation, and 
J.M. Albertson, secretary of the Logan 
Library Board, regarding a grant to con-
struct a new library building. 

On Dec. 3, 1915, an official offer was 
sent by Bertram, saying, “... Carnegie 

Corporation of New York wil be glad to 
giv Ten thousand dollars ($10,000) to erect 
a Free Public Library for Logan Town 
and Jefferson Township, Iowa.”

This grant was only to be given if the 
local government elected to maintain the 
library at a cost of $1,000 a year. A resolu-
tion agreeing to the terms provided by 
the Carnegie Corporation was signed in 
March 1916. 

It’s worth noting that the entire project 
wouldn’t have started without the sup-
port of women in the community, both in 
1913 and again in 1915. A synopsis of the 
activities of the temporary library orga-
nization states the following:

“To the ladies of our community 
belongs the credit for having taken the 
initial step in originating the library 
movement and lastly for accomplishing 
its consummation. For, at the instance 
of the various social and literary clubs 
of our town, whose memberships are 

composed wholly of ladies, a mass meet-
ing was called and held in the Harrison 
Agricultural Extension Building, on the 
evening of Friday, Nov. 14, 1913, which 
was attended by more than one hundred 
people.”

In 1915, there was a vocal minority of 
those against the library. The women 
had to have a strong turnout yet again 
if the project was to carry on and funds 
from the Carnegie Corporation were to be 
secured.

According to the same temporary 
library organization synopsis, a special 
election was held regarding the question 
of establishing a public library on May 17, 
1915, in the City Hose House. Four hun-
dred-seventy four total ballots were cast, 
with 255 for the proposition, 216 against 
and three ballots spoiled.

When breaking down the votes further, 
it is shown that 249 women voted, with 
150 for the proposition and 96 against for 

Logan Public Library
BY AARON HICKMAN • news@enterprisepub.com

COURTESY OF CARNEGIE LIBRARIES IN IOWA PROJECT 
Black and white image depicting the front exterior of the Logan Public Library in 1922.
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PHOTOS BY AARON HICKMAN | MVTN
The Logan Public Library as it stands today. 

A sketch of the library made by Anderzhon Architects.

a majority of 54 for it. The three spoiled 
ballots mentioned previously all belonged 
to women.

Two hundred-twenty five men voted, 
with 105 for the proposition and 120 against 
for a majority of 15 against. The final ma-
jority by which the proposition carried was 
39 due to the determination of the commu-
nity’s women.

The controversy didn’t end there. Male 
members of the community sent letters to 
the Carnegie Corporation explaining that 
an “illegal vote” had taken place, and that 
the townspeople of Logan didn’t want fund-
ing for the library.

On May 5, 1916, a letter was sent to the 
library board expressing displeasure with 
the construction plans that were in place, 
as the library was to be placed in the public 
square.

According to the letter’s writer, this 
would affect various celebrations and meet-
ings that were held in the public square, 
which they argued was a “strong senti-
ment” from members of the community.

Because of these various holdups, it took 
a while to get the library built and ready 

for the public. 
When looking 
at the original 
blueprints, 
the eventual 
building that 
was con-
structed was 
about half 
the size of the 
one planned 
originally. 

A dedica-
tion was finally held at the courthouse for 
the new Carnegie library on Dec. 28, 1920. 
The library remained the same for quite 
some time before a remodeling took place 
in 1967, which helped to create a children’s 
room. In 1988, the library doubled its space 
to 4,800 square feet, with a new entry and 
elevator on the east side making the build-
ing ADA accessible.

This addition also provided lounge and 
study areas, as well as additional shelf 
space. A meeting room with a kitchenette 
and handicapped accessible restrooms 
were added to the basement.

Former library directors Ila 
Wohlers and Helen Wetzstein oversaw 
much of these changes, with their stamps 
on the Logan Public Library being espe-
cially worthy of recognition.

Current director Kate Simmons has 
been in the position since February 2022. 
Despite having no technical professional 
experience, Simmons did volunteer at the 
library all throughout high school.

“I spent hours,” she said. “I spent my life 
at the library, first in Ottawa, then here 
when we moved here.”

Working as one of the volunteers who 



12 2023 HARRISON COUNTY PROUD

Carnegie Libraries of Harrison County

AARON HICKMAN | MVTN

Above, James Bertram’s 
letter to J.M. Albertson 
remains in the Logan Pub-
lic Library today. At right, 
an original program from 
the library’s dedication is 
displayed on the wall of the 
Logan Public Library.

put barcodes in the books and got rid of the 
physical card catalog, Simmons detailed the 
love she has developed for the library she 
worked her way up in.

“It means the universe to me,” Simmons 
said. “If I had to, I would be out in front of a 
bulldozer or wrecking ball. And it’s not just 
the physical space, but what libraries stand 
for and what the librarian profession means 
and their role in society. The misperception 
that librarians are these meek little ladies 
with glasses, but really they’re warriors de-
fending the First Amendment. We’re putting 
information out there, and we’re constantly 
trying to suit a variety of needs and serve a 
community. Everyone thinks we just sit here, 
crochet and read books. I have so much love 
and respect for this building, this institution, 
this town, and it’s a personal passion.”

Simmons also believes she has a tendency 
to “take too much responsibility” for mak-
ing the library a space where all members of 
the community feel comfortable, citing the 
fact that libraries are one of the last physical 
spaces where you can make use of services 
without the expectation of paying for some-
thing.

“We provide free Wi-Fi, computer 
access and all kinds of things 
that you can borrow and take 
home,” Simmons said. “We 
have all kinds of games and toys 
downstairs, so you can bring 
your kids and have an afternoon 
at the library. People come and 
sit for hours reading newspapers 
and watching movies on their 
phones. It’s safe, it’s warm, it’s 
quiet, it’s comfortable, and that’s 
probably one of the most impor-
tant needs that a library fills in a 
community.”

With the aforementioned 
Wohlers and Wetzstein, along 
with several other directors and 
librarians, bringing something 
special to the profession, Sim-
mons hopes to add her own unique 
stamp while maintaining, enhanc-
ing and promoting what came 
before.

“I’m big on connectedness,” she 
said. “As a little kid I lived in a re-
ally old house and I would stand on 
the stairs and just be blown away 
by the fact that it was built in the 
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Only Your Daikin Comfort Pro Can 
Bring You Comfort Without Compromise

It takes a lot of work to keep your home or business in good 
shape - and one of the most important aspects of property 
maintenance is making sure your heating and cooling units 

are working properly. You need an HVAC contractor who can 
monitor your central heating and air for you.

Loftus Heating and Air, LLC can keep your HVAC in excellent 
condition.  Our family-owned, veteran-operated HVAC company 
offers commercial and residential maintenance, installations 

and repairs for all types of units.

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL HEATING & COOLING 
REPAIR, MAINTENANCE AND INSTALLATION

712.644.3260  |  loftusheatingandac.com
420 E. 7th St.  |  Logan, IA 51546

Whether you need a next-generation 
heating and cooling solution, or just 
want your current system to work more 
efficiently, no one covers comfort like your 
Daikin Comfort Pro. They offer a range of 
air-intelligent systems that fit your lifestyle 
and your budget, including one of the best 
limited warranties* in the industry. So 
next time you’re thinking comfort, get it 
without compromise. Call your local Daikin 
Comfort Pro today.

Working to improve, promote and aid the Economic, 
Industrial, Recreational, Tourism and Educational 

opportunities for Harrison County. -- Won’t you join us?

“Let’s Make It Happen!”
Renea Anderson, Executive Director

Harrison County Development Corporation

HARRISON COUNTY
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

109 N. 4th Ave., Ste. 2 • Logan, IA 51546
712-644-3081 • Fax 712-644-3107

email: hcdc@iowatelecom.net

Carnegie Libraries of Harrison County

late 1800s. Who stood on those stairs and got the D-Day news, or 
found out about the bombing of Pearl Harbor in my house at the 
kitchen table? I’m in this building that was built in the 1920s, 
and part of an organization that started before that. That’s just 
amazing to me. It feels unreal to me to be a part of that.”

AARON HICKMAN | MVTN
This is a revised architectural blueprint for the library, as it was originally supposed 
to be about twice the size.
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AARON HICKMAN | MVTN
Sebastian Caniglia, a senior at Missouri Vally High School, is involved 
with several activities, including National Honor Society, student council, 
soccer, theater, choir and show choir, among others.

Senior Spotlight

Sebastian Caniglia
Senior • Missouri Valley High School

BY AARON HICKMAN • news@enterprisepub.com

W hile living in Papil-
lion back in second or 
third grade, Sebastian 

Caniglia began taking piano 
lessons. 

Liking it for the most part, 
Caniglia was still unsure 
about how committed he 
wanted to be to music. After 
his family moved to Missouri 
Valley, he stopped playing 
piano for a long time.

But as it turns out, the seed 
that was planted just took a 
little longer to grow.

“I joined band in middle 
school, and still was kind of 
up in the air,” Caniglia said. 
“My friend got me to join choir 
the second semester of eighth 
grade, and that’s when I really 
started to find that music was 
my way to go.”

Now involved in National 
Honor Society, student council 
and Hope Squad, while serv-
ing as senior class vice presi-
dent on top of playing soccer 
and participating in group 
speech, theater, choir and 
show choir, the musical activi-
ties give Caniglia a temporary 
escape.

“Whatever I’m doing with 
it, it gives me a space to be 
away,” he said. “There’s noth-
ing else to think about. It’s just 
me, and I can express my emo-
tions without thinking about 
anything else that’s happen-
ing at that time.”

“No matter what 
you’re in, there’s 
always lessons 

you can take into 
the real world. 
It’s made up a 

good portion of 
who I am.”

– Sebastian Caniglia
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Missouri Valley antiques & ClassiC Cars

Open Daily - Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 5:30 • Sun. 12 - 5:30

1/2 mile west of I-29 on Hwy. 30 • Missouri Valley • 712-642-2125

missourivalleyantiquemall.com

ANTIQUES
CLASSIC CARS

40 Classic Cars w/25 cars 
inside showroom plus...

Missouri Valley Antiques & Classic Cars

• Large Selection of Furniture
• Jewelry • Records

• Crockery & Glassware • Toys
• Prints  • Garden Gifts

movalleyclassiccars.com

Come Visit
Missouri Valley
Home of Loess Hills Lavender 
Farm, Watson Station and 
Depot Museum, Wisecup 
Farm Museum, the Rialto 
Theater, and so much more!

712-642-2553 • missourivalleychamber.org

SAVE THE DATE

Aug. 12 & 13
2nd Annual

MoValley Rally

Senior Spotlight
The activities Caniglia is a part 

of have also provided some great life 
lessons. Specifically mentioning how 
soccer has taught him how to be a good 
person on and off the field, Caniglia 
feels that each activity has played a 
part in shaping him into the person he 
is today.

“No matter what you’re in, there’s al-
ways lessons you can take into the real 
world,” he said. “It’s made up a good 
portion of who I am.”

On a more serious note, Caniglia’s in-
volvement in Hope Squad is something 
he handles with great importance. A 
peer-to-peer suicide prevention pro-
gram that was just introduced in Mis-
souri Valley last year, Caniglia joined 
so he could help others.

“I want to be able to help people as 
much as I can,” he said. “By learning 
things about suicide prevention, I’m 
able to either better understand what 
someone is going through or help to 
move them in the right direction if I 
can’t help.”

Attending the University of Ne-
braska-Omaha this upcoming fall and 
debating on whether he’ll major in cy-
bersecurity, computer science or both, 
Caniglia also plans to join choir and 
possibly band.

One thing that’s for sure, though, is 
that he’ll continue to look for ways to 
grow despite the changes he’s already 
undergone throughout his high school 
career.

“I feel like I’ve grown a lot,” Caniglia 
said. “Over the years, there’s always 
something new or something I’m learn-
ing to become a better person and be 
better for others around me.”

AARON HICKMAN | MVTN
Above, Sebastian Caniglia 
and Mrs. Leana Goodrich 
performed a duet with “Joseph 
and Mary’s Song”, written and 
arranged by Goodrich, during 
Missouri Valley’s 6-12 Holiday 
Concert this past January. 
At left, Jonas Fairweather 
(played by Sebastian Caniglia) 
loses himself in a flask after 
suffering great misfortune 
during a production of “Lily, 
The Felon’s Daughter” at the 
Missouri Valley High School 
auditorium.



16 2023 HARRISON COUNTY PROUD

Senior Spotlight
BY AARON HICKMAN
news@enterprisepub.com

Y ou name it and Nicole Sherer 
has done it.

Over the course of her 
high school career, the Woodbine 
senior has participated in multiple 
sports, choir, band, theater and student 
council, just to name a few. Sherer also 
boasts a 4.0 GPA and number one class 
rank, on top of being the chief editor 
and founder of the Woodbine Weekly 
school newspaper and deeply involved 
in community volunteer work.

Being a part of so many things, 
Sherer has to manage her time respon-
sibly and effectively.

“I’m a big planner,” she said. “I like 
to schedule everything out. Right now, 
on days that I don’t have basketball 
games I schedule speech practices after 
practice. Coaches are really flexible, so 
that makes a big difference. In school, I 
just have to avoid distractions.”

Playing basketball since she was in 
third grade, the first team all-confer-
ence star also plays softball and runs 
track and cross country. Performing 
as the lead in school plays and serving 
as student body president add on to the 
aforementioned activities Sherer is a 
part of.

“I just love that I go to Woodbine so I 
can do everything,” she said.

Part of a very musical family, Sherer 
has always been surrounded by music. 
Singing in choir ever since she was 
young, Sherer explained a very impact-
ful part of her love for music growing 
came when her sister got married two 
years ago.

Her sister asked Sherer and her 
brother to sing a whole set of songs at 
the wedding, which they had fun per-
forming at such a meaningful event.

“That was kind of my big ‘aha’ mo-
ment,” Sherer said.

Competition is also something that 
drives Sherer. Describing herself as 
competitive since she was young, being 
able to pursue that in different activi-
ties keeps Sherer engaged.

“I would say basketball is probably 
the hardest for me to stay cool and col-
lected,” she said. “I know it all comes 
from a good place, so I don’t think it’s 
ever meant to be negative. It’s kind of 
hard to be competitive in choir, so that 

Nicole Sherer
S e n i o r  •  W o o d b i n e  H i g h  S c h o o l

AARON HICKMAN | MVTN
Nicole Sherer, senior at Woodbine, is a 4.0 student, first team all-conference basketball star, chief editor and founder of 
the Woodbine Weekly school newspaper, and member of choir, theater and student council, with many other activities 
in the mix.
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Loess Hills Realty & Auction

National Exposure, Local Expertise

ROD FOUTCH
Broker/Auctioneer 

 402.290.2358
rodf@ucloesshills.com

320 E. Erie St.
Missouri Valley, IA

712.600.6300
www.ucloesshills.com

510 Walker Street
Woodbine, IA 51579
712.647.2442

Patty Reisz, Associate Broker

JODY SORTINO
Sales Associate
402.659.8531

TIM GUINAN
Sales Associate
712.600.6300

JIM REISZ
Auctioneer

712.592.1680

MATTINGLY MARCUM
Sales Associate
402.999.6772

VICKIE ERRETT
Sales Associate
712.579.1492

FONDA STORY
Sales Associate
402.290.2588

SARA CLEEK
Sales Associate
402.680.0953

PATTY REISZ   
Sales Associate
712.592.0223 

MICHELE WATKINS
Sales Associate
712.592.1670

712 Court St.
Harlan, IA

712.579.1492
Vickie Errett, Associate Broker

• Perennial Gardens    • Trees & Shrubs
• Bulk Mulch & Rock    • Ceramic Containers/Pots
• Flagstone                    and more...

Blair Garden 
Center & Greenhouse

www.blairgardencenterandgreenhouse.com

SUPPLY HEADQUARTERSSUPPLY HEADQUARTERS
Your Landscape

 S. Hwy. 30 • Blair • 402-533-2040

www.tbc.tax

229 S. 17th Street
Blair, NE 68008
402-426-4144

105 N. Main St.
Lyons, NE 68038

402-808-8300

For Tax Tips & Insight

3215 22nd St. | Suite D
Columbus, NE 68601

402-564-8777

Senior Spotlight
helps me cool down.”

Trying everything has helped Sherer to keep an 
open mind. Going out for her first full season of cross 
country this year, she learned that she loved the sport. 
It served as a good lesson, Sherer said, that there are 
ways to enjoy everything you do and to be involved and 
successful as long as you commit and work hard.

Her accomplishments on the basketball court, as 
well as the transformation of the actual program 
during her four years, are a big demonstration of that 
principle.

“In basketball I have our school records for season 
steals, career steals, season assists, career assists and 
career rebounds,” Sherer said. “Those were statistical 
vantage points of success, but my team is kind of mak-
ing a state run in basketball. I remember when I was a 
freshman and we were just trying to have a winning 
season, so just seeing the hard work pay off there is 
great.”

Citing her dad Noel as an inspiration to her, Sherer 
mentioned his musicality, coaching and support as 
things that have had a profound impact on her. Sherer 
believes seeing someone be so talented and successful 
in some of the same activities as her has helped her to 
achieve her own success.

Because of that success, Sherer will have options 

MATT GENGLER | MVTN
Nicole Sherer goes up for a shot during Wood-
bine’s Class 1A - Region 5 Championship win over 
Westwood. Sherer stuffed the stat sheet with 
nine points, seven rebounds and eight assists 
in the contest, helping the Tigers clinch their 
first state tournament appearance in 40 years.

COURTESY OF CHELLE’S CREATIVE PHOTOS, WOODBINE 
Sherer has played Alice in “Alice in Wonderland”, 
as pictured here, as well as Dorothy in “The Wiz-
ard of Oz”.
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Protecting Your HOME, Protecting Your LIFESTYLE, 
Protecting Your FAMILY

YOUR INSURANCE STORE

109 N. 5th St.  |  Missouri Valley, IA  |  712-642-2262

www.hoffmaninsuranceagency.com

• Auto • Home • Health • Life • Commercial
Glen CobleJudy Holcombe

Judy Holcombe, Agent  •  jholcombe@hoffman-agency.com • Cell 402-681-5271
Glen Coble, Agent • gcoble@hoffman-agency.com • Cell:712-333-4072

HOFFMAN AGENCY
THE

WELCOME TO MISSOURI VALLEY
Newly expanded library Large city park with 95 electric

hook-up camping spaces
Beautiful aquatic center

City Administrator
712-642-3502

Chamber of Commerce
712-642-2553

• Dedicated  re and rescue
 personnel
• Modern police department
• Quality administrative, parks,
 recreation, street and
 water departments

• Current camping rates-per day
 subject to change
 $12 electric - $8 tent
• New park playground
 equipment
• Aquatic center located in
 the park

• Newly expanded and
 renovated hospital
• Excellent schools
• Churches - Clubs
• Organizations
• Large community/senior
 center

223 East Erie St. Missouri Valley IA, 51555 
cityofmissourivalley.com

Mayor Shawn Kelly
Council Members: Eric Ford • Sherman Struble

Patty Stueve • Kevin Taylor • Aaron Tuttle

WELCOME TO MISSOURI VALLEY

We invite you to enjoy our community,
 rich in history and pride in the

City of Missouri Valley

City Clerk: 712-642-3502 
 Chamber of Commerce: 712-642-2553

We are proud 
to serve our community

Senior Spotlight

when making her college plans. Undecided on where she’s going 
yet, Sherer does know that she wants to go to a four-year school and 
major in media and journalism, as well as run track.

“I don’t want to go too far from home, but obviously Nebraska 
and South Dakota are close, and I live in Iowa,” she said. “I think 
those three states are where I’m narrowing my search down to.”

Sherer’s passion for journalism started when she was a little 
kid. Always writing from a young age, she recalls when she first 
made a Google account and would simply use it to open up Google 
Docs and write.

“I also founded our school newspaper last year, so I kind of 
learned how to cater my articles to my audience, which was the 
high school,” Sherer said. “I used graphic design to format things, 
and I just really like the way that writing can communicate with 
people. When you write something, you have time to figure out 
exactly what you want to say, and I like that aspect of communica-
tion.”

Looking to pass the responsibility of the school paper down to an 
underclassman, Sherer has gone through plenty of changes of her 
own since the time she first stepped foot in the high school.

Believing adaptability to be the biggest thing she’s learned over 
the past four years, Sherer will carry the lessons learned into her 
upcoming college career and beyond.

“There’s just been a lot of things thrown my way,” she said. 
“I’ve learned how to, not just overcome, but also thrive with those 
changes. I’ve developed more confidence and a better understand-
ing of what I want to do in the future.”
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2261 Hwy. 30 • Blair, NE • 402-426-4121

siddillonchevy.com

Your Hometown  Dealer

You Are What Drives Us

Downtown Blair 1991 New Location in 1996 Dealership Today - 2023

Sid Dillon arrived in downtown Blair back 
in 1991. It didn’t take long before Sid Dillon 
outgrew this location and moved to a new 
facility on South Highway 30 in October of 
1996. It expanded their workforce to over 80 
employees in sales, service and body shop.

Sid Dillon’s great selection of vehicles and 
top quality service have led the dealership to 
be named “Nebraska’s #1 Volume Chevrolet 
Dealership”.

Full Service Dealer: Sales • Body Shop • Service • Towing • Courtesy Vehicles

In 2020, Sid Dillon added steel barrier covers 
to protect over 90% of their inventory from 
hail and weather damage. 

Sid Dillon can access new or used vehicles 
between their ten locations in the Midwest 
and their website. Combined with the state-
of-the-art service department and a veteran 
staff, Sid Dillon has proven that it caters to its 
number one priority, you, the customer.

For Over 30 years

Sid Dillon Chevrolet Blair Inc.You are what drives us!

Nebraska’s #1 Chevrolet Dealership!
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Senior Spotlight

B oyer Valley senior Ethan Hani-
gan believes the biggest way 
he’s grown over the course 

of his high school career is by learning 
from people who are trying to help him.

Participating in multiple sports, 
namely baseball, basketball, cross coun-
try, football, golf and track, Hanigan is 
also class president, treasurer for the 
National Honor Society and a member of 
FFA.

“Just looking back to my freshman 
year, I can see huge growth from not 
really wanting to learn how to get better 
and thinking I was the best to, ‘Wow, I 
really need improvement. Let me take 

advice from this person who has already 
gone through this and is already here 
willing to help me,’” the Bulldog said. “I 
don’t have to go and ask for help, I just 
have to listen and be involved.”

Two people who have helped Hanigan 
on that journey are his old football coach 
Cody Malone and current golf coach 
Gary Neilsen.

With Malone, Hanigan learned how 
to work hard towards a goal while also 
having a good time doing so.

“I only had him (as a coach) my fresh-
man year and part of my sophomore 
year, and throughout middle school I had 
him as a teacher, but because of him I 

have really enjoyed being in high school 
and doing all the different activities that 
I’m a part of,” Hanigan said.

Hanigan took his lumps on the golf 
course, which is where Neilsen’s guid-
ance came in. 

“The best way of putting it for him is, 
he made golf fun when I wasn’t good at 
it,” Hanigan said. “Golf is a very difficult 
sport to enjoy when you’re struggling, 
and he helped me enjoy it when I was 
struggling and get better at it through 
practice.”

As far as accomplishments go, there 
are a few special ones that come to mind 
for the senior.

COURTESY OF SHERI STEINKUEHLER HAST 
Ethan Hanigan is a senior at 
Boyer Valley High School. He 
has participated in numerous 
sports, as well as National 
Honor Society, student council 
and FFA.

Ethan Hanigan
Senior  • Boyer Valley High School

BY AARON HICKMAN • news@enterprisepub.com
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Chuck Smallwood
Broker

402-639-6106
chucksmallwoodmv@aol.com

Ravae Smallwood
Associate Broker
402-639-6106

ravae98@aol.com

Noah Bertelson
402-943-8300

NBertelson@npdodge.com

Cody Smallwood
402-250-6553

CodySmallwood@npdodge.com

304 E. Erie • Missouri Valley

712-642-3287 • www.npdodge.com Realtor  Missouri Valley Team

Representing Buyers & Sellers for:
Farms • Acreages • Residential & Commercial Properties

1990 • Celebrating 33 Years • 2023
in the Real Estate Business

Electric Motors
• Baldor Electric
• Regal Beloit

Rewind & Repair 
Up to 300 HP

P & H ELECTRIC, INC.
1210 E. 17th St. • Fremont, NE • 402-721-7044

Electric Equipment Sales & Service
Motors-Hollow Shafts-Lima Generators-Crop Dryers

Jason Belts - Maska Sheaves - Fasco Contactors

Serving our customer needs for over 60 years.

17th & Front St. • Blair • 402-426-3333    
www.sesmith.doitbest.com

Proud to be Your 
hometown lumberyard 

since 1975!

Doors • Windows • Millwork

Come in and talk to our friendly experts 
for all your home-improvement needs!

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 5 pm • Saturday - 8 am - noon

Sunday - CLOSED

Life insurance can 
be life-changing 

Steve Keller, Agent
409 E Erie
Missouri Valley, IA 51555
Bus: 712-642-3568
steve.keller.nywc@statefarm.com

Life won’t always go as planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you protect your family’s 
future, no matter what happens. Call me today. 

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Senior Spotlight
Lettering in baseball and getting a chance to play 

varsity as an eighth grader heading into freshman year, 
becoming a part of NHS and making it to state as a team 
for soil judging in FFA stand at the top of the list, Hanigan 
said.

Expanding on the agricultural side of things, he noted 
that he recently went to Iowa State for a campus visit, 
which was simply a formality.

“I’ve really decided on Iowa State at this point,” Hani-
gan said. “I’m planning on doing ag business, and possibly 
doubling it with economics.

“My dad went to Iowa State, he graduated back in the 
early 2000s, and he now owns a business and works for 
himself. That’s something I eventually want to be doing. I 
want to work for myself and be on my own schedule. He’s 
turned out pretty successful doing so, so I kind of wanted 
to follow in his footsteps to get to a similar point in life as 
where he is.”

Hanigan concluded his thoughts by mentioning how 
proud he was of not only himself, but his entire class at 
Boyer Valley.

“It’s really been a journey for us,” he said. “We started 
out our freshman year with COVID, so our first year got 
cut short. I’m sure a lot of us, myself included, enjoyed 
that, but every year since then has felt super long and 
dragged out. I’m proud of us for pushing through that.”

COURTESY OF SHERI 
STEINKUEHLER HAST 
Ethan Hanigan 

celebrates 
after making a 
difficult catch 
on a lineout in 

center field.
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Senior Spotlight

BY AARON HICKMAN
news@enterprisepub.com

O
n Saturday, Feb. 19, 
Logan-Magnolia senior 
Wyatt Reisz was crowned 

as a state champion wrestler for 
the third year in a row.

Also involved in National Honor 
Society, student council and foot-
ball, the Panther spoke about how 
much this year’s title meant to him.

“It feels really good putting in 
the hard work this season and see-
ing it pay off, which doesn’t happen 
all the time,” Reisz said. “Being 
the first three-timer (from Logan-
Magnolia), it’s really nice and I 
always hope to be an inspiration to 
younger kids. I know when I was 
younger, I always looked up to older 
kids, especially as a wrestler. I 
always thought the older wrestlers 
were super cool. Thinking about 
the youth now, I hope I’m a good 
example. Getting that three-timer 
accomplishment, I hope it’s en-
couragement or something to look 
towards or a goal for them.”

Someone else Reisz has looked 
up to is his father and assistant 
coach Doug Reisz, who first taught 
Wyatt and his brothers how to 
relate the lessons learned in wres-
tling to life.

“My family has always thought 
about wrestling as a great teacher 
of life lessons,” he said. “In wres-
tling you’ve got to learn from your 
mistakes and identify things you’re 
doing wrong. There’s a lot of things 
that have been able to translate 
over, from handling losses to not 
giving up and pushing through.

“Keeping your composure, un-
derstanding what’s important and 
remaining humble and gracious, 
in those ways I’ve always related 

Wyatt Reisz
Senior • Logan-Magnolia High School

MATT GENGLER | MVTN
Wyatt Reisz became 
the first Panther to 
win three state titles 
in wrestling, capturing 
200 career wins along 
the way.



   232023 HARRISON COUNTY PROUD

Senior Spotlight
it to my life. Over my whole wrestling career 
I’ve kind of learned more and more about how it 
relates.”

While his father gave advice and helped with 
life lessons, Reiz’s older brother Briar led by 
example. Currently wrestling for the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney, Briar was the first of 
the three Reisz brothers to make it to the state 
finals during his high school career.

“I’ve always looked up to him with how 
hard he’s pushed himself and how he handles 
things,” Wyatt said.

Now the youngest brother Corbin, who 
earned a third-place finish at state this season, 
is also a part of the Logan-Magnolia wrestling 
program. 

And as the oldest brother in the room, Reisz 
serves in a different role now than he did earlier 
in his high school career.

“I enjoy every bit of it,” he said. “It’s always 
nice to know that I’ve got them with me. It’s 
been really cool to see my younger brother grow 
and see my older brother go onto college. I’m in 
the middle, so it’s neat to see from both angles as 
the younger one and now as the older one.”

Committed to the Colorado School of Mines, 
Reisz will wrestle and major in mechanical 
engineering this upcoming fall.

The field of study was something he nar-

rowed down heading into junior year, when he 
really started to think about what he wanted to 
do after high school.

“I started thinking about it more, what my 
skills and interests were, and I’ve always had an 
interest in the STEM fields,” Reisz said. “Then I 
went on to figure out how my mind worked and 
what I thought would fit me best, and I landed 
on engineering as the best fit for me.”

After that, it came down to checking out 
schools. With Iowa State and a few others being 
looked at initially, the Colorado School of Mines 
rose to the top of the list once it was on Reisz’s 
radar.

“We talked to some of the coaches about 
the wrestling program,” he said. “It took a few 
visits, and it was a pretty good fit. I love the 
campus, it’s a super great university and I think 
it’s the best fit for me for both wrestling and 
academics.”

Believing his views on everything have ma-
tured over the course of his high school career, 
Reisz said that he’s “grown up more” over the 
past four years. 

But when he takes what he’s learned to 
Golden, Colo., he’ll have plenty of highlights to 
look back on and remember.

“With my dad and both of (my brothers) here, 
it’s been special,” Reisz said. “It’s amazing to 
have them in my corner. There are memories 
you never forget.”

MATT GENGLER | MVTN
Wyatt Reisz had 55 carries for 229 yards and one 
touchdown as a senior for the Logan-Magnolia football 
team this past season. 
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Describing all the activities and organizations that West Harrison 
senior Riley Acker is a part of can best be put into words by the man 
himself: “just about everything.”

President of the school’s National Honor Society and the FCCLA (Fam-
ily, Career and Community Leaders of America) chapters, member of 4-H, 
captain of the cheer squad for basketball and football, team captain for 
cross country, four-year member of band and marching band and a previous 
volleyball manager and member of theater, Acker has stayed plenty busy 
throughout his high school career.

On top of that, he was voted Harrison County Fair King just a couple 
years ago.

Most importantly, though, the activities Acker has been a part of have 
provided some great lessons along the way.

“They definitely taught me that there’s more going on behind the scenes,” 
he said. “Keep my eyes going 360 
degrees, be observational of what 
everyone else is doing, step up and 
take leadership positions when you 
can or when it’s needed. Most of the 
time I’m not one to jump the gun 
and say, ‘Hey, I’m gonna do this and 
that.’ Normally if it’s needed or if 
it’s asked for, that’s kind of the bet-
ter way to look at things.”

Acker also believes he became 
more personable, as being a part 
of more activities leads to know-
ing more about what’s going on. 
That has resulted in the senior 
becoming a “go-to guy” for fellow 
students' questions and inqui-
ries.

That’s apparent while simply 
walking the halls of West Harri-
son with Acker, with seemingly 
everyone who passes by know-
ing the Hawkeye’s name and 
making a point to say hello.

“I definitely want to be some-
one people can come to if they 
need help,” Acker said. “I don’t 
necessarily want to be the big 
popular person, but more so 

Riley AckerRiley Acker
Senior • West Harrison High School

BY AARON HICKMAN • news@enterprisepub.com

PHOTOS BY MATT GENGLER | MVTN
Above, Acker is also captain of the cheer squad for both basketball 
and football. At left, Acker served as captain for the West Harrison 
cross country team.
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Senior Spotlight

someone who people feel comfort-
able being around. I know being 
a freshman or an underclassman 
can be scary, so I kind of made it 
my mission as an upperclassman 
to put myself out there and see if 
anyone needed help.”

That’s something Acker be-
lieves is “a big 180” from when 
he was a freshman who mostly 
looked out for himself.

“I felt like coming in as a fresh-
man, I was a little selfish,” he 
said. “I wanted so much for myself 
and I put my priorities first. I saw 
that as I was opening my arms for 
other people, I was helping myself 
out. It was eye-opening, now that 
I’ve grown up.”

Before entering high school, 
Acker was scared that no one 
would know him. He eventually 

learned that, living in a small 
town, a lot more people knew him 
than he thought.

One person who knows him 
well is Kim Nunez, who Acker 
cited as “a big role model.” A 
retired teacher who is now on the 
school board, Nunez was Acker’s 
TAG (talented and gifted) teacher 
up until her retirement.

“She’s always pushed me and 
had the nicest words for me,” 
Acker said. “She’s just always do-
ing something. Since she retired 
she still comes back and subs, and 
I see her almost on a daily basis. 
She’s always reaching out to me 
and showing me the cool things 
that are going on… If I’m making 
her proud it’s a good thing.”

Acker plans to attend Iowa 
State and major in architecture.

COURTESY OF SOPHIA JOHNSEN PHOTOGRAPHY 
Riley Acker is a senior at West Harrison High School. He takes part 
in various activities, including National Honor Society, FCCLA, 4-H, 
cheer squad, cross county and band. He plans to attend Iowa State as 
an architecture major.

Check out or new Sales

Program with different items

each month!

We can supply you the tools you need!
Anywhere from home repair, lawn care, handy

man and even contractors! 
 We can cut keys, sell hunting and fishing

licenses, mix paint, cut glass and plexi glass,
and have a lumber yard.

 

Executive Director • John Lorenzen

Staff • Lee Charbonneau, Don Mickey, 
Kim Mickey and Kim Nelson

Board Members • Kris Gash, Collette Marsh, 
Rick McHugh, Pat Skelton and 

Rebecca Wilkerson
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BY GREG FORBES
For the Missouri Valley Times News

Missouri Valley Schools superin-
tendent Christi Gochenour has 
spent most of her professional 

life in the Missouri Valley area. 
She began her career as a teacher at 

Missouri Valley schools before eventually 
becoming secondary principal at Logan-
Magnolia, where she graduated high school 
in 1988. She is currently serving in her first 
year as superintendent at Missouri Valley. 

Aside from a stint with the AEA, Go-
chenour’s life has been split between the 
Logan-Magnolia and Missouri Valley 
districts. 

And she wouldn’t have it any other way. 
“For me, leaving the area has never been 

an option,” she said. “This is home for me.”
Gochenour said she never necessarily 

set out to be a school administrator and 
didn’t consider the possibility of doing so at 
one of the districts to which she’s strongly 
connected. But when the opportunity arose 
to do so at both Lo-Ma as principal and 
Missouri Valley as superintendent, she saw 
an opportunity to use her passion for rural 
schools to help elevate her home districts. 

“There is a different level of, ‘I want this 
to continue on and be strong,’” she said. “It 
is my home, this is mine and I have a vested 
interest in this school (Missouri Valley) 
and a vested interest in Lo-Ma.”

Gochenour said her chance to return to 
Missouri Valley as a leader coincides with 
a polarizing time in education in the state 
of Iowa. With the passing of the controver-
sial school choice bill, debates regarding 
curriculum and growing questions each 
day about the funding available for schools, 
Gochenour feels honored to be the voice 
that represents not only Missouri Valley, 
but other small, rural area schools on a 
state and national level. 

“It’s an honor that I feel to be able to rep-
resent Harrison County, Logan-Magnolia 
and now Missouri Valley,” she said. “To 
know that this is home for me and where 
I intend to be until the end of my career 
and know I get to represent and shout and 
advocate for Missouri Valley at a state and 
national level is an honor and I’ll do what-
ever it takes and do it with pride.”

She said one of the unique aspects of 
spending as much time as she has in the 
area and returning for another stint at Mis-
souri Valley is seeing the next generation of 
students. Former students are now bring-
ing their children to school, which Gochen-
our said is important for the future of small 
town Iowa. 

“I love the fact that we have so many 
of our kids come back and want to raise 
families here,” she said. “You want kids to 
go out and see the world, but you also want 
to tell them it’s OK to come back and raise 
your kids there. 

“That feeling of seeing kids you taught 
walking down the street with their kids or 
seeing their kids at the grocery store and 
being able to know them, that’s the person-
al factor you don’t get at bigger schools.”

Gochenour said she knows she’s been 
blessed to be able to spend her career in 
two districts that have had a number of ef-
fects and influences on her throughout her 
life. It’s a rare opportunity, she said, but 
one she doesn’t take for granted. 

“This is a calling I have and I feel 
strongly about it. I’ll advocate for a strong 
school setting forever,” she said. “To be 
able to do it here, where I graduated, for 
12 years and then now to do it in the town 
I’ve lived in for 34 years… I don’t want to 
say it’s utopia, but it’s such a beautiful 
feeling.”

Returning to Lead

Christi Gochenour

‘It is my home’‘It is my home’

Make a Best Friend Today at the
 Harrison County Humane Society of Iowa!

You can join the ultimate goal of helping homeless or
 unwanted animals find a loving and forever home.

Become an HCHS member at www.harrisonhumane.org
Single: $15 • Family: $25 • Bronze: $50 • Silver: $100 • Gold: $200

Adoptions by appointment, call to set up a time!

712-644-3003
hchsadmin@harrisonhumane.org

Shelter open Saturdays 9 a.m.-noon at 108 N. 5th Ave., Logan IA

From Minor Dents to Major Body Repairs...
...We’ll Get Your Car Back in Shape!

226 S. 6th St. | Missouri Valley, IA  | 712-642-2600 | www.ironmanz.com

• Complete Body & Collision Repair
• Foreign-Domestic (Cars & Trucks)

• Chip Repair & Paintless 
     Dent Repair
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Find the right remedy for your symptoms, from vitamins and supplements to 
over-the-counter drugs and prescription medications.

Hours:  Mon. - Fri.: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.  • Sat.: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Holidays

318 E. Erie St. • Missouri Valley, IA 51555
712-642-2747 • 1-844-736-3784

Valley Drug Store is a local independent pharmacy serving the needs of Missouri Valley and surrounding communities.                   

Valley Drug Store fills prescriptions and provides MTM (Medication Therapy Management) consultation services.  We are 
committed to being your partner in healthcare and offer programs to help with medication adherence including free blood 
pressure checks, and a Med Sync program to get all your meds filled at the same time once-a-month. Staying progressive, 
we installed a robot that interfaces with our pharmacy software to count and label prescriptions. Shingles shots are available 
by appointment. We carry EdemaWear stockings and wound care products for dressing changes. Our pharmacists, interns, 
and certified pharmacy technicians are all CPR certified and have over 100 years of combined experience to serve you. 

 Valley Drug participates in Take Away, a statewide program utilizing community pharmacies as take-back sites for 
Iowans to safely dispose of unused or expired medications that may be dangerous to others and to the environment if not 
disposed of properly. 

We support our local Chamber of Commerce, schools, community and civic organizations, Harrison County Development 
Corp., Iowa Pharmacists Association and National Community Pharmacists Association. Valley Drug Store is involved in 
Disaster Preparedness, the Healthy Harrison Co. Coalition (HHC) and actively participates in Iowa Healthiest State Initiative 
including 5-2-1-0.  We serve on the Southwest Iowa Pharmacist Association Board. We support “The Healthy Space,” an 
event venue whose goals are to promote education, health, creativity and community connection. Valley Drug Store cares 
about their customers and loves being your hometown pharmacy.

Valley Drug is more than just a drugstore. We offer Baker’s Chocolate Candies, Burt’s Bees, Toys by Melissa and Doug and 
Watkins Products. We carry a large assortment of American Greetings cards, Ganz specialiatay gifts for weddings, babies, 
gifts of Faith and seasonal items.

Valley Drug accepts Visa and Mastercard and most prescription insurance plans.

Assisted Living

Bubble Packs - Convenient and worry-free weekly 
packaging and customized to your dosing schedule. 
RX, OTC and vitamins are all in one pack. Assembled by 
pharmacy, prepared once-a-month.

Community Pharmacy Services

Delivery of Medications in Town

Diabetes Medication Management

Take Away Safe Medication Disposal

Hospice Medications 

MTM - Medication Therapy Management

Shingles Shots available year-round by appointment

Simplify My Meds – synchronized system to get all your 
meds together “ready for pick-up” once a month.

Pharmacists Nationally Certified in MTM, Immunizations 
and Diabetes

Healthy Event Venue - “The Healthy Space”

We provide professional pharmacy 
services for all your medication needs.

Valley Drug StoreValley Drug Store
For Your Better Health... Locally Owned, 

Locally Operated, 
Locally Loved.

From left: Larry Grimm (Certified Pharmacy Technician), 
Hannah Grimm (PharmD), Linda Grimm (PRh Pharmacist), 
Kate Vanna (Certified Pharmacy Technician) and 
Ammie Hrabik-Sanger (Certified Pharmacy Technician).

The goals of The Healthy Space are to promote education, health, 
creativity and community connection.
The mission is to engage the community and work collaboratively 
with others (partners and organizations) to provide exposure to all 
aspects of wellness by sharing resources, providing facilitation space 
and supporting the larger community we serve.

The Healthy Space
Valley Drug’s Event Venue

Lower Level • 123 N. 6th St., Missouri Valley, IA 51555
Handicap access available on the west lower entrance (alley side).
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BY GREG FORBES
For the Missouri Valley Times News

Nearly 20 years ago, 
Jeremy Christiansen 
began his career in 

education at Fremont-Mills 
schools. 

Little did he know, his career 
would lead the Boyer Valley 
grad back to his alma mater as 
superintendent this school year. 

Throughout his 18-year 
career at Fremont-Mills, Chris-
tiansen eventually became a 
middle school and high school 
principal and activities director. 
He was encouraged by adminis-
trators at the district to pursue 
his superintendent’s license, 
which he did about the time the 
same position came open at BV. 
Christiansen said he didn’t set 
out to one day return to BV, but 
said becoming an administra-
tor led to what he calls a coinci-
dence he’s “glad” happened. 

“I didn’t have a location, I 
guess, in mind, so the short an-
swer is, no, I never planned for 
this to happen, but some things 
just worked out that way and I’m 
glad I did,” he said. “It’s been a 
great first nine months.”

When he saw the opportunity 
to become a superintendent 
back home, Christiansen said it wasn’t an 
automatic decision. He said he had to ask 
himself some questions and the answers to 

many weren’t clear immediately.
“There was hesitation,” he said. “I had 

to think if this was the place for my family 

and I, if it was the same, if it was 
different…just lots of thoughts.”

To get a little insight prior to 
accepting the job, Christiansen 
said he touched base with people 
from home and learned a lot had 
changed. He didn’t see that as a 
negative, however. 

“It’s interesting because 
after being gone for 18 years, 
everything is different,” he said. 
“There are parts that didn’t 
feel like coming back to where 
I grew up, but that’s great for a 
fresh start.”

While he had admitted hesita-
tions, he grew more comfortable 
with the idea of returning home 
throughout the interview. 

“Then that excitement takes 
over, you get to the interview 
process and you think, ‘Yeah I 
can see my family and I here,’” 
Christiansen said.

Walking through the doors 
at the beginning of the year 
as BV’s new superintendent, 
Christiansen said he felt a sense 
of pride - not just for the chance 
to lead his hometown district, 
but to lead what he saw as an 
entirely new district from which 
he grew up. 

“(Pride) was there, but for the 
most part, it was a completely 
new district, a completely new 

community which is why it wasn’t a lot 
like coming home,” he said, “but that made 
it seem like a fresh start.”

Returning to Lead

‘A fresh start’
Christiansen returns to lead  

‘different’ BV years after graduation

Jeremy Christiansen
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Why Choose Us?Why Choose Us?
• Post-Acute Rehabilitation - including Physical, Occupational & 

Speech Therapy • Memory Care • Assisted Living • Independent Living

Here’s Why

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY!
Call either location or visit www.azriahealth.com

Rose Vista 
1109 Normal St. | Woodbine, IA

712-647-2010

Longview
1010 Longview Rd. | Missouri Valley, IA

712-642-2264

HARRISON COUNTY FAIR

Tuesday-Saturday, 

July 23-27, 2019

Saturday, July 20
 9:00 a.m. 4-H Horse Show at the Missouri Valley Fairgrounds Arena

Sunday, July 21
 3:00 p.m. 4-H Dog Show in the Commercial Exhibit Building

Tuesday, July 23
 8:30 a.m. Judging Begins for 4-H Family & Consumer Science, Personal 

  Development and Creative Visual Arts, 4-H Science,   

  Technology,  Engineering, and Mechanics, Ag and Natural  

  Resources, Horticulture  and Photography Exhibits

 7:00 p.m. Ag-Lympics (in the show ring)

Wednesday, July 24
 4:00 p.m. 4-H Rabbit Show (fairground location TBA) NEW TIME!

 4:30 p.m. 4-H Style Show (4-H Exhibit Building)

Thursday, July 25
 8:00 a.m. 4-H Poultry Show (Closed show this year)

 9:00 a.m. 4-H Sheep Show followed by 4-H Goat Show

 11:30 a.m. 4-H Dairy Cattle Show

 2:30 p.m. 4-H Poultry Showmanship

 7 p.m. 4-H Share the Fun (4-H Building)

Friday, July 26
 9:00 a.m. 4-H Beef Breeding Heifers followed by Cow/Calf Units,   

  Produce Classes, Market Heifers, Beef Showmanship,

   Market  Steers, Packer’s Choice, 4-H Feeder Calves, 

   4-H Bucket/Bottle Calves and Open Bucket/Bottle Calves

 12:30 p.m. 4-H Extemporaneous Speaking Contest (4-H Building)

 1- 5 p.m. 4-H Apple Pie and Muffi n Baking Contest 

  (Held at MVHS FCS Kitchen)

 5:30 p.m. Quilt Turning (4-H Building)

 4-H Cat Show (4-H Building)

“A Universe of Possibilities”

Saturday, July 27 • 10:30 a.m.

Location: Missouri Valley City Park

J&K SHOWS CARNIVAL

Wed., July 24 - Sat., July 27

Wed. & Thurs. 5-10 p.m. • Fri. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. • Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 11 p.m.

FAIR PARADE

4-H SHOWS

HARRISON COUNTY FAIR
H
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513 E. Erie St. • Missouri Valley, IA 51555 • 712-642-2791

Like us!Contact Brad - pub@missourivalleytimes.com or
Paige - paige@enterprisepub.com for print quotes

More examples at
enterprisepub.biz!TimesNews

MISSOURI VALLEY

We’re more than just your hometown newspaper...
Let us help you get noticed by printing and creating your:

• Brochures • Invitations • Business Cards • Business Forms • Posters • Banners • Notepads • Duplicate Forms
 Stickers • Yard Signs • Newsletters • Circulars • Logo Design • Folders • Menus • and More!
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Remington 870- 20 Ga. Shotgun
w/Slug Barrel

$500 per ticket or 12 for $5000

318 W. Huron Street
PO Box 385

Missouri Valley, IA 51555
(800) 852-7152

t
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1301 Normal Street • Woodbine, IA 51579
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HHeatingeating CCoolingooling

Name:

Phone #:

Email Address:

Email

Mail

Service Address:

Billing Address:

City, State, and Zip:

City, State, and Zip:

E ec ve Date:

# of systems:

Quality Service and a Name You Can Trust!

Did you know? Regular preventa ve maintenance can:

agrees to provide preventa ve maintenance service on all HVA equipment at the above reference

address. We agree to contact you in a me manner to remind you when the service is due. Performing regular preventa ve 

maintenance will help ensure e cient opera on of equipment.

heck cooling/hea ng system for proper opera on

hange/clean customer provided a lter as needed

3. Inspect general cond on 

4. Tighten electrical conne ons at equipment

heck and inspect start and contacts

6. Test equipment control systems

7. Test compressor pro n device

heck current draw of compressor

heck refrigerant opera ng pressure

heck exposed equipment and pipes for leaks

heck compressor fun on

I agree with the above agreement and acknowledge that the cost of the preventa ve maintenance program is 

$______ per year    $______ per month. I understand that this agreement will con nue for one year and 

 be automa cally renewed each year unless otherwise directly by 

or myself. 

ustomer Signature

ompany Representa ve
Date

Phone

               Help extend the life of your HVA unit                 Help reduce u lity bills

               Help prevent unsafe opera ng condi ons      And avoid costly breakdowns 

Preferred Method of Contac ng You: ircle One

Acceptance of Maintenance Agreement:

Guarantee & A onal Terms:

Maintanance Coverage:

Comments:

heck outdoor coil

heck indoor coil

ean drain line

15. Add drain line cleaner as needed

Addi n services for Gas Furnace only:

16. Test gas valve opera on

17. Test safety devices

18. Test limit switches

19. Test combus on dra  motors

heck pilot and burner assembly for proper opera on

heck conne on of vent pipe at furnace

uarantees our parts and labor for 30 days. Some manufacturer’s guarantee their parts for up to

which of course is passed on to our customers.

2. Any addi onal service work required beyond the preventa ve maintenance or by separate service call will be billed at our 

normal service rate, less 10 %. The service call and parts will be billed at standard rates.

preventa ve maintenance agreement will be automa cally renewed each year unless either part

the agreement. No wri en no ce is required.

4. Our warran es do not cover acts of God, u lity company service, acts of vandalism, or improper use of equipment. 

# of visits per year:  1  or  2

Preventa ve Maintenance Agreement

Randy S. Vandemark

Corporate Offi  ce: 1301 Normal Street • Woodbine, IA 51579

Email: vhtgclg@yahoo.com  712-647-2627 • Cell: 712-592-1400 
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TOWN & COUNTRY SALES & SERVICE, LLC

718 E. Erie St., Missouri Valley, IA 51555
712-642-2537 • www.onetownandcountry.com

Carry-On Trailers Green Mountain Grills Propane fi lls/exchanges
Bottles fi lled or 

exchanged for gas 
grills, camper, 

RV, or commercial 
use, 20# - 100 # 

tanks.  

TOWN & COUNTRY SSALES &&& SSSERV

PUT AN ECO IN YOUR HOME

 SHAWN M. GUINAN
P.O. Box 388 • Missouri Valley, Iowa 51555

(712) 642-3262
Softeners  •  Salt  •  Bottled Water  •  Reverse Osmosis

VVCCoolingooling
HHeatingeatingVVANDEMARK
ANDEMARK

Randy S. Vandemark

1301 Normal Street • Woodbine, IA 51579

712-647-2627 • 712-592-1400

Email: vhtgclg@yahoo.com
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Call us today to see how we can help YOU!

Healthcare 
HEROES
work here

#LongviewSTRONG

Vinyl Banners
Yard Signs

Business Cards

Raf e Tickets

Duplicate
Forms

Color
Printing

Stickers

Notepads

Envelopes
Posters
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KENDRA BECKNER | MVTN
Dogs have many obstacles to play with 

at the park, including jumping rings. 

Little Little 
Willow Willow 

Dog Park: Dog Park: 
A place  A place  

to be to be 
PROUD ofPROUD of
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BY KENDRA BECKNER
Missouri Valley Times News

One park in Missouri Valley is a 
paws-itively good time for dogs 
and humans alike. 

The Little Willow Dog Park has be-
come a local staple in the years following 
its grand opening. Having hosted a wed-
ding, a funeral, a park shelter dedication, 
and a 4-H dog show, the park has found 
itself holding a special place in the hearts 
of many. 

According to Sally Salter, who origi-
nally came up with the idea for the park 
and is one of its biggest supporters, the 
Little Willow Dog Park is the only dog 
park in all of Harrison County and was 
built mostly from donations of native in-
dividuals and businesses, along with a do-
nor from Pennsylvania. Additional funds 
for the project also came from the Jimmy 
King Grant for the dog bone themed 
benches and the waste stations in 2018. 

Also, the Community Foundation 
Grant, received in November 2019, was 

used for the expansion to the dog park. 
Salter also reported that this dog park 
was up and running in a relatively short 
amount of time from its conception in 
October 2016 to its completion on Nov. 5, 
2017. 

Salter recalled that she first proposed 
the idea to the Missouri Valley city 
council, which referred her to the park 
board. The original proposal was that 
the park be built on the old football field 
in Missouri Valley, but the space had 
already been spoken for. The suggestion 

KENDRA BECKNER | MVTN
Evan White stands with the newly renovated shade structure that was a large part of his Eagle Scout project.
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COURTESY OF  
SALLY SALTER
A tribute to 
Troy Moyer, a 
supporter of 
the park who 
passed away. 

was then made by Zack Olinger, the Park Board Supervisor 
at the time, to consider Little Willow Park, an underused and 
forgotten city park. Soon the city council approved the idea, 
with Councilman Leonard Johnson stating, “I think we need 
to get behind her (Salter) with this”. In no time Salter was 
hard at work making plans and collecting donations for the 
project.

For 365 days a year, the park is open to the public from 
dawn until dusk. With almost one acre of area for the dogs 
to play, the park has a double gated entryway with separate 
areas for large and small dogs. In addition, the park has run-
ning water year-round, furnished waste bags, bathrooms for 
the pup’s human buddies and daily maintenance.

The park sports a patriotic red, white and blue theme, 
agility equipment, shade shelters, adult porch swings and dog 

“The Little Willow Dog Park was built with a lot of love put into it. It was 
designed for our local people and visitors from afar, and for the love of 
our dogs. There are so many stories and loving special touches at the 
park. Our dog park is not just a dog park - it is so truly uniquely special. 
I guarantee you will not find a dog park throughout the country like our 
special one right here in Iowa.”

– Sally Salter
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bone themed benches throughout. Donation bones 
are on the fence, all holding special memories and 
crafted by local metal artist Jeff Davis, owner of 
Heavy Metal Renaissance of Woodbine. 

Wooden stump dog carvings, seven in total, were 
all carved from the tree stumps that existed at that 
park. More carvings are set to be completed at the 
location in April 2023. All the carvings have been 
created by internationally known chainsaw carv-
ing artist Jeff Coss with Bear Grove Chainsaw 
Carvings of Cumberland, Iowa. 

An artistic winding sidewalk fondly referred to 
as “The Boulevard” leads park goers on a path to 
visit the dog carvings. In its time of operation, the 
Little Willow Dog Park was named Best Dog Park 
in the state on the website BringFido.com in June 
2022. This is a big honor for a little town.  

“The Little Willow Dog Park was built with a 
lot of love put into it,” Salter said. “It was designed 
for our local people and visitors from afar, and for 
the love of our dogs. There are so many stories and 
loving special touches at the park. Our dog park is 
not just a dog park - it is so truly uniquely special. I 
guarantee you will not find a dog park throughout 
the country like our special one right here in Iowa.”

The dog park is a great representation of not only 
the City of Missouri Valley, but Harrison County 
as a whole. It serves as an example of a community 
coming together to make something worth being 
proud of. 
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A savings plan to 
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needs

Open Mon. - Thurs.
8 AM - 5 PM

Friday 7 AM - 2 PM

Emergencies 
welcome and treated 

the same day!

 

WE

CAN

HELP!

No Insurance - No Problem
We Got You Covered

WHY JOIN OUR DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN
No Dental Insurance? Retired? Losing your dental insurance?

Paying too much for dental insurance?

$399

$299

payment plans available

Dental Loyalty Plan
• 2 Exams • 1 Emergency Exam 
• 2 Cleanings • 2 Fluoride Treatments 
• 2 Oral Cancer Screenings 
• 2 Periodontal Screenings • Routine X-rays
• 15% Off Additional Treatments

Children 
(13 & under) 

paid annually(14 & older)
payment plans available

Perio Loyalty Plan
• 2 Exams • 1 Emergency Exam • 2 Periodontal Screenings
• 3 Periodontal Maintenance Cleaning
• 2 Flouride Treatments • 2 Oral Cancer Screenings 
• Routine X-rays (As Needed)
• 15% Off Additional Treatments

$550
paid annually

Serving all your dental needs 
under one roof since 1989!

From Left, Doctors: Dr. Noland Broekemier, Dr. Michael 
Macaitis, and Dr. Matthew Yen

Midlands
Dental Group

Midlands Dental Group
3 Convenient Locations Available

Missouri Valley 712-642-4136
Omaha 402-492-8300
Gretna 402-332-2748

Where Every Smile is Worthwhile.

www.midlandsdentalgroup.com
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Two C onvenient Locations 
to Serve You!

125 N. Willow Rd.
Missouri Valley, IA 51555

(712) 642-2310

323 E. 7th St.
Logan, IA 51546
(712) 642-2310

loganstatebank.com

KENDRA BECKNER | MVTN
Oaklyn White went to the Eagle Scout Dedica-

tion on Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022, to support 
her uncle Evan White She tried out some of 

the dog park obstacles while she was there.
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Focus on 
what matters in

308 E. Erie St., Missouri Valley, IA 
Also located in Blair & Council Bluffs 

712-642-4146
www.visioncarecliniciowa.com

We offer medical eye care including: diagnosis 
and treatment of eye infections, allergies, eye 

diseases, Glaucoma and cataracts.

Alex J. 
Benner, O.D.

Sydni E. 
Billesbach, O.D.
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the Harrison County Area Businesses that 
supported our new 2023 Harrison County 
Proud Edition

We’re proud to bring you this special 
publication each year, but we couldn’t do 
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The Missouri Valley Times-News editorial 
staff would like to thank the persons and 
firms in the area for their outstanding 
cooperation with this project.
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MISSOURI VALLEY

810 N. 22nd St., Blair, NE | 402-426-1239  |  www.mchhs.org

Dr. Kevin Sisk
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Memorial Community Hospital
Childbirth Education Classes
FREE childbirth classes available quarterly to MCH patients and
the community.  

ENROLL TODAY FOR FREE!

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15TH, 9AM-1PM  
Birth and Postpartum Care 9:00-11:00am
Tour 11:00-11:30am
Breastfeeding 11:30-1:00pm
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Classes taught at MCH in Blair by the delivering physicians. 

NEXT CLASS SCHEDULED IN APRIL
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Call to reserve your spot today.  402-426-1494. 
Classes taught at MCH in Blair by the delivering physicians. 

NEXT CLASS SCHEDULED IN APRIL

Great things are 
happening here!
Our highly skilled and caring staff 
addresses the unique needs of families 
while allowing parents to make choices 
for one of life’s greatest moments.

Dr. Amanda Duxbury
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AARON HICKMAN | MVTN
“Woody the Car Wash Wonder Boy”, located just outside the Ultra No Touch Car 
Wash in Logan, has greeted travelers on Highway 30 for more than 20 years.

WOODY THE CAR WOODY THE CAR 
WASH WONDER BOY: WASH WONDER BOY: 

A ROADWAY A ROADWAY 
LANDMARKLANDMARK
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BY AARON HICKMAN
news@enterprisepub.com

For more than 20 years, 
a particular sign has 
caught the eyes of those 

passing through Logan on 
Highway 30.

That sign belongs to the 
Ultra No Touch Car Wash, 
located on 114 South 3rd Ave.

“It was something eye-catch-
ing,” said present owner Mat 
Gross. “It’s right off of High-
way 30, and you could miss it, 
but it’s hard to miss a 16-foot 
tall man. That was the reason-
ing behind it.”

Like most pieces of art, it all 

started with a sketch. Drawn 
by Bill Johns back in 1999, 
who was operating out of Sun 
City Center, Fla., at the time, 
the sign depicts a particular 
individual who helped get the 
business off the ground.

Simply called “Woody the 
Car Wash Wonder Boy,” there 
is more than meets the eye 
for those looking at the giant 
figure pointing towards the 
business Gross’ father Damian 
built.

And after two decades of 
passerby wondering who that 
pointing man was supposed to 
resemble, Gross has the an-
swers.

“For years and years, ever 
since it was put up, no one 
knew exactly who that face was 
supposed to be,” Gross said. “It 
was not my dad. It was actu-
ally the banker who borrowed 
my dad the money to put the 
business up. Local guy, his 
name is Jim Wood. He was a 
pretty prominent guy in the 
community and the area. He 
was the president and owner of 
Logan State Bank, which was 
formerly First National Bank 
of Logan, which was the name 
of the bank at the time of the 
loan.”

Gross doesn’t believe his 
dad got Jim’s permission, but 

rather took a “don’t ask, beg for 
forgiveness later” approach. 
The gamble paid off, as the sign 
has become a staple in town 
— that’s part of the reason 
Gross was ready to provide the 
backstory.

“Both my dad and Jim have 
passed, so why not put the 
story out there at this point? 
Neither one of them can object 
to it now,” he said with a chuck-
le.

Back in 2011, a big hailstorm 
tore through Harrison County, 
leaving the west side of the 
sign damaged badly enough 
that it was taken down. For 
more than a decade, those 

COURTESY OF LOGAN STATE BANK
James (Jim) Wood worked in the banking business for roughly 60 years, starting out as a bookkeeper and eventually becoming president of Logan State Bank, then 
known as First National Bank of Logan. 
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AARON HICKMAN | MVTN
The original sketch of 
“Woody the Car Wash 

Wonder Boy”, drawn by 
Bill Johns in 1999.

traveling east on Highway 30 have been the only ones 
greeted by the sign.

At this point in time, Gross is in the process of work-
ing with the upper-level art students at Logan-Magnolia 
to redo that side of the sign. This would be part of a 
somewhat lengthy process, as the east side of the sign 
would need to be taken down and given to the students 
in order to make an exact mirror image.

“To be able to promote the young kids’ work, there’s 
a sense of pride,” Gross said. “Highway 30 gets a lot of 
traffic, and generally people don’t get to see high school 
students’ work real often. They can work on it inside in 
a climate-controlled area. They can work on it anytime 
instead of only when it’s nice outside. I’m pretty excited 
about that, to get the students to be a part of it and get 
my sign redone. I think it’s a win-win for every-
body.”

Gross was in junior high when 
the car wash was opened and the 
sign was first put up. In the begin-
ning, fellow students would give him a 
hard time about his dad putting “that big 
man pointing” right on Highway 30.

The business itself, though, is a part of Damian 
Gross’ legacy, and the legacy of the Gross fam-
ily overall. Providing a service for more than two 
decades now, there’s pride in carrying on something 
that Mat and his brothers first became a part of all 
those years ago.

And after his father passed away unexpectedly four 
years ago, Mat and his brothers weren’t exactly faced 
with a difficult decision.

“We could’ve easily sold it off, but it’s a sound busi-
ness and it’s worth it to keep it around and keep improv-
ing,” Gross said. “It’s a service to the community, people 
use it and we do our best to keep it up as best we can.”

Gross’ father was a business owner in the community 
for roughly 40 years, owning a gas station, a residential 
construction company, working as a local real estate 
agent and eventually building the carwash.

That’s something Gross is proud of, as he’s been 
involved with several civic groups on top of running the 
car wash to carry on that legacy of community involve-
ment while also making a name for himself.

That ethic first started at the car wash all those years 
ago, with Gross and his brothers spending time learning 
the tricks of the trade. 

“My father definitely took advantage of child labor,” 
Gross said with a laugh. “Growing up, and throughout 
high school, me and my two younger brothers would 
spend quite a bit of time there. The day-to-day of the 
car wash is not cosmic, it’s just making sure the 
trash is empty and the bays are clean. If any-
body has issues, just help them out and make 
sure they don’t damage any of the 
equipment.”
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HENNESSEY FUNERAL HOME
Chris Loecker, Licensed Funeral Director
310 E. Huron Street | Missouri Valley, IA 

712-642-2745 | hennesseyonline.com

Our Legacy of Service Continues
Over 100 years of combined traditions and service to area families.  

We are proud to offer your family the personal attention, compassion, and care you’ve come to expect from a good neighbor.

Advance Funeral Planning helps lessen the burden on your family at the most difficult time.

. Traditional

. Professional

. Personal

. Community Commitment

. Preplanning Options

. Cremation Services

Something that Gross gained 
from his work as a youth was the 
ability to talk to strangers and 
be comfortable dealing with the 
general public, which he believes 
to be a great asset as he’s entered 
professional life.

And now that he’s the owner-
operator, Gross said he does his 
best to not only better the business 
for himself and his family, but for 
the community as a whole as he 
works to make his own stamp on 
the area.

With small town business and 
activities on a downward trend 
recently, Gross has made it one of 
his passions to improve Logan and 
ensure businesses aren’t lost and 
population doesn’t dwindle.

“Once you lose businesses and 
population, then (a town) is dy-
ing,” he said. “It doesn’t take very 
long for it to be a dead town once 
that kind of stuff happens.”

Something as simple as a 16-foot 
tall sign depicting a local banker 
is representative of what local 
businesses bring to a small com-
munity: connectedness. 

For years and years, the public 
knew Jim Wood through the bank, 
it knew Damian Gross through 
his various businesses and today 
it knows Mat Gross through the 
car wash and his other various 
community involvements. That’s 
something that can be taken for 
granted, which is put in perspec-
tive by out of town visitors to Lo-
gan who are just passing through.

“It doesn’t happen every day, 
but there will be people who stop 
and take a picture with that great 
big pointing man,” Mat said. “At 
one time there was a geocache 
there. My kid plays Pokemon Go 
and that’s a stop. It’s a landmark.”

Gross has adopted the sign as 
the official logo of the car wash. It 
can be seen on prepaid cards, gift 
cards and other items pertaining 
to the business.

“It’s something to be proud of 
and something that’s unique,” he 
said. “It is my own, and it’s some-
thing that people remember.”

“For years and years, ever since it was 
put up, no one knew exactly who that face 
was supposed to be. It was not my dad. It 
was actually the banker who borrowed my 
dad the money to put the business up. Local 
guy, his name is Jim Wood. He was a pretty 
prominent guy in the community and the 
area. He was the president and owner of 

Logan State Bank, which was formerly First 
National Bank of Logan, which was the name 

of the bank at the time of the loan.”
– Mat Gross
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NOW HIRING
$2K Sign-On Bonus • Starting wage up to $22/hour

ON SITE JOB FAIR

HIRING EVENT!
Florance City Hall

11/11- 11/13 9AM- 7PM
Text "DG Warehouse" to 2500 to Apply

or Apply on-line at dollargeneral.com/careers

Monday-Friday: 9:30 am - 5 pm 
1200 S. 10th St., Blair

Look for Hiring Event Parking!

We’re We’re 
OPEN!OPEN!

At Dollar General, we believe our mission of serving others is what got us  
to where we are today.  For over 75 years, we’ve incorporated this simple  

but vastly important focus into everything we do.  You can see it in our tight-knit 
community of co-workers and with our community out reach programs  

and how we put our customers at the center of everything we do.
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