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Wa t e r  Q u a l i t y  D a t a
What does this chart mean?
• MCLG - Maximum Contaminant Level Goal, or the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known 

or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 
• MCL - Maximum Contaminant Level, or the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set 

as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. To understand the possible health effects 
described for many regulated constituents, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a 
lifetime to have a one-in-a-million chance of having the described health effect.

• MRDL - Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level or MRDL: The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There 
is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for the control of microbial contaminants.

• MRDLG - Maximum residual disinfectant level goal. The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known 
or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not refl ect the benefi ts of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.

• AL - Action Level, or the concentration of a contaminant which, when exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements 
which a water system must follow.

• Below Detection Level (BDL) - laboratory analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present at a level that can be detected.
• Non-Detects (ND) - Laboratory analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present.
• Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) - Explained as a relation to time and money as one part per million 

corresponds to one minute in two years or a single penny in $10,000.
• Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - Explained as a relation to time and money as one part per billion cor-

responds to one minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000. 
• RTCR - Revised Total Coliform Rule. This rule went into effect on April 1, 2016 and replaces the MCL for total coliform with 

a Treatment Technique Trigger for a system assessment.
• TT - Treatment Technique, or a required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
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Iron: Iron occurs naturally in our raw water and occasionally accumulates in the distribution system. Iron shows up as “red” or ”rusty” water at your tap. Although 
you do not want to drink water that is not clear, iron is not considered to be a hazard to your health. The aesthetic limit for iron is 0.3 ppm.
1During the most recent round of Lead and Copper testing, no households sampled contained concentrations exceeding the action level.


