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Community 
Events

Children’s Hour - 
Mondays in November at 
4-5 p.m. at Ridgely Library. 
An hour of quiet time for 
children to read, work on 
reading logs for prizes, or 
do school homework.

Adult Computer Basics 
- Every Thursday & Friday 
in November. The course 
will be held at the Ridgely 
Public Library from 
3-4PM. Courses are free 
and first come, first serve.

Nov 20- Ridgely Senior 
Center will have a Field 
Trip Day to Hickman.

Nov 21-23 Decades of 
Laughter Honoring Larry 
Bennett. 7 p.m. at Bogota 
Community Center. Hosted 
by The Never Ready for 
Prime Time Players. $10 
per person, $5 for ages 12 
and under. All proceeds go 
to the Bogota Community 
Center and East Tennessee 
Storm Victims.

December 12- Winter 
Wonderland Tiptonville 
Parade on the 12th. Lineup 
on Algee Street at 5PM, 
parade begins at 7PM. 

December 13- Ridgely 
parade will be on December 
13. Lineup on Dillard Street 
at 5:30PM, parade starts 
at 7PM. All entries are 
welcome!

HAVING FUN — The Ridgely Senior Center 
attended the ribbon cutting and had fun 
swinging on the swing set. 

PARK OPEN — The new BlueCross Health Place and Quake Lake Park in Tiptonville is now open to the public.

BlueCross Healthy Place at 
Quake Lake Park now open

PENNEY ESTES
Staff Reporter

Tiptonville has officially opened 
the BlueCross Healthy Place at Quake 
Lake Park. This development marks a 
contribution to public well-being, funded by 
a $1.5 million investment from the BlueCross 
BlueShield of Tennessee Foundation. 

The initiative for the BlueCross Healthy 
Place sprang to life in August 2023 when 
the town of Tiptonville applied for funding. 

The BlueCross Healthy Places program is 
committed to creating areas that promote 
healthy living and community connection 
across Tennessee. 

"Today marks a special occasion for 
Tiptonville and its residents," stated 
manager Keith King at the grand opening. 
It's a new place for residents of Tiptonville 
and surrounding areas to come together 
and enjoy healthy activity; we're proud to 
have been a part of this next chapter for the 
community."

The new space features ramp-accessible 
play areas for ages 2-5 and 5-12, a splash 
pad, fitness areas, pavilions, and benches. 
The play area features accessible poured-
in-place surfacing, ensuring children and 
guests with different abilities can play safely 
and inclusively. 

The BlueCross Healthy Place at 
Quake Lake Park represents a landmark 
achievement for Tiptonville, promising to 
enhance the community's well-being and 
social fabric for years to come. 

The Lake County Courthouse 
had increased security on 
Monday as 30 maximum-
security inmates were brought 
in for arraignment. The Lake 
County Sheriff’s Department, 
Tiptonville Police Department, 
Tennessee State Troopers, 

and Tennessee Department of 
Correction (TDOC) officers 
worked together during the 
operation.

The TDOC transported the 
inmates in a bus and several 
vans. The courthouse closed 
at noon, and elected officials 

left for the day before the 
arraignments started.

Inmates were taken into the 
courthouse in groups of seven 
for their hearings. Afterward, 
they were placed back into 
vehicles and returned to the 
Lake County Prison.

Sheriff Brian Avery thanked 
the officers for their efforts 
in ensuring the process went 
smoothly.

“This was a smooth transition 
thanks to everyone’s hard 
work,” Avery said.

Heightened Security at Lake County Courthouse 
for Inmate Arraignments



NASHVILLE --- Tennessee’s 
2024-25 statewide gun hunting 
season for deer opens Saturday, 
Nov. 23. The season traditionally 
opens each year on the Saturday 
prior to Thanksgiving. During gun 
season, sportsmen may also use 
muzzleloaders or archery equip-
ment.  

The statewide bag limit for ant-
lered bucks is two. No more than 

one antlered deer may be taken 
per day, not to exceed two for the 
season. In Units 1, 2, and 3 there is 
an antlerless bag limit of three per 
day, and a limit of two antlerless 
for this season in Units 4, 5, and 
6. The bag limit may only be ex-
ceeded as part of the Earn-A-Buck 
program or as replacement buck in 
a CWD positive county. 

During season setting, new hunt-

ing units were implemented for this 
season. Hunters should refer to the 
2024-25 Tennessee Fishing, Hunt-
ing and Trapping Guide for specific 
information about their hunting 
unit and complete license require-
ments.

Anyone born on or after January 
1, 1969, is required to carry proof 
of satisfactory completion of a 
hunter education class or be in pos-

session of the Apprentice Hunter 
Education Permit (along with other 
required licenses) while hunting 
any species in Tennessee. Hunter 
education can be completed online 
for free along with in person op-
tions offered by TWRA.  

The statewide deer hunting sea-
son will continue through Jan. 5, 
2025. The second Young Sports-
man Hunt is Jan. 11-12.
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LOCAL NEWS

$7,000 REWARD
TENNESSEE FARM BUREAU is offering a

$2,500 reward. Moody Properties Inc. and
James E Moody are offering an additional

$4,500 reward for information leading to the
arrest and conviction of the person or

persons who stole the wire from an irrigation
system on or about Wednesday, October 22,
this wire was stolen from an irrigation system
·belonging to Moody Properties, Inc. located
on the east side of Hwy 181, The Great River
Road, south of Hwy 104 and north of Bradley

Road in western Dyer County, Tennessee.
Anyone with information about this theft
should contact the Dyer County Sheriff's

Department at 731-285-2802. Those wishing
to remain anonymous may contact Dyer
County Crime Stoppers at 731-285-TIPS

(8477).

SPREADING KINDNESS — The Ridgely Senior Center celebrated World Kindness Day with a 
luncheon with Mr. Bill and Ms. Linda Voelker. 

BAGGETTS EXCHANGE VOWS: Crystal and Stephen Baggett were married November 7, 2024 at 
the City Park in Tiptonville. The Bride is the daughter of David and Mary Sutton of Tiptonville, 
and Tina and Melvin Readenour of Ridgely. The Groom is the son of Chris and Beth Baggett of 
Dyersburg.

2024-25 GUN HUNTING SEASON FOR DEER 
OPENS NOVEMBER 23

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – 
Beginning Jan. 10, 2025, 
new or returning Tennes-
see residents who current-
ly have a driver license 
from California, Connect-
icut, Illinois, Kentucky, 
Maine, Nevada, Okla-
homa, Vermont or West 
Virginia must present a 
Motor Vehicle Record 
(MVR) from their former 
state when applying for a 
Tennessee license.

All other states, includ-
ing Tennessee, participate 
in the American Asso-
ciation of Motor Vehicle 
Administrators’ State-to-
State (S2S) Verification 
Service. This service al-
lows participating states 
to electronically access 
the complete Driver His-
tory Record of anyone ap-
plying for a driver license. 

As a result, individuals 
moving from one of the 41 
participating states do not 
have to obtain an MVR to 
qualify for a Tennessee 
driver license.

Through the S2S sys-
tem, states can share real-
time information about 
individual drivers, in-
cluding convictions and 
license withdrawals. By 
providing a driver’s com-
plete history, states can 
reduce the risk of fraud 
and improve safety by 
keeping dangerous driv-
ers off the roads. Addi-
tionally, S2S enhances 
accuracy and reduces the 
processing time for a ob-
taining a new credential 
in Tennessee.

After the implemen-
tation date, individuals 
from the nine non-partic-

ipating states must obtain 
an MVR from their for-
mer state before applying 
for a Tennessee license or 
ID. The MVR must have 
been issued within 30 
days before its presenta-
tion at a Driver Services 
Center. This MVR is re-
quired alongside other 
necessary documents to 
apply for a Tennessee cre-
dential.

For more information 
about the documents re-
quired to obtain a license 
in Tennessee, visit tn.gov/
safety/d r iver-ser v ices.
html.

The Department of 
Safety and Homeland 
Security’s mission is to 
serve, secure, and protect 
the people of Tennessee.

Department of safety and 
homeland security gives 

notice of new requirement 
for residents transferring 
a license from nine states

CLAIM YOUR

RISK-FREE
TRIAL1

14-DAY

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO 

LIFESTYLE
Call us toll-free at

1-888-504-1438

PM230469 EN_EX_USA
Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 

301 Coromar Drive, Goleta, CA 93117
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, 
Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. 

trademark is strictly forbidden without 
the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All 

other trademarks are trademarks of 
their respective owners or holders.

114-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of 
purchase for a full refund of purchase price.
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THANKSGIVING TIDBITS & LOCAL LISTINGS

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE
ALL APPLICATIONS SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

OAKHAVEN APARTMENTS

APPLY TODAY!
RENT BASED ON INCOME

2, 3, & 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR - SPACIOUS FLOOR PLANS
APPLIANCES FURNISHED - ON SITE LAUNDRY FACULTIES

WATER FURNISHED - SUPERIOR RESIDENT SERVICE
24-HOUR EMERGENCY MAINTENANCE

927 DIXON STREET, TIPTONVILLE - 253-7000

TIPTONVILLE’S
STRAND THEATRE
NOW SHOWING CURRENT MOVIES!
PLUS, YOU CAN PURCHASE OUR FAMOUS 
MOVIE POPCORN OR CARAMEL POPCORN  

TO-GO! No ticket purchase required!
FRI, SAT, & SUN

222 Church St. • 731-623-4040

Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT 
about your next auction! 
Save Time & $$$. One 
Call For All. Your ad can 
appear in this newspaper 
+ 97 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this 
newspaper’s classified 
dept. or call 931-624-8916.

Cable / Satellite / 
Wireless
Get Boost Infinite! 
Unlimited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! The 
Power Of 3 5G Networks, 
One Low Price! Call Today 
and Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 855-
454-6457
Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet! Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-274-6074

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch. Call 1-855-481-
3340

DIRECTV- All your 
entertainment. Nothing 
on your roof! Sign up 
for Direct and get your 
first free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, 

Starz, MGM+ and 
Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Health / Beauty
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-844-278-
8285 www.dental50plus.
com/tnpress #6258

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-866-477-7591

Home Improvement
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. Call 
1-888-869-5542 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 

today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-389-3904

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-855-281-
6212

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE 
$6000.00 Must be moved. 
For more Information call 
(731) 443-1240

Services
GoGo. Live and age your 
way. Get help with rides, 
groceries, meals and 
more. Memberships start 
as low as $1 per day. 
Available 24/7 nationwide. 
BBB Rated A+ Business. 
Call GoGo to get started. 
1-855-977-7997

Advertise Throughout 
Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST 
ADVERTISING Solution! 
One call & your 25 word 
ad will appear in 98 
Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 27 West 

TN newspapers for $100/
wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising dept. 
or go to www.tnpress.com

CLASSIFIEDS

315 Church St. Tiptonville, TN 38079
731-253-6666 • FAX: 731-253-6667

www.LakeCountyBanner.com
A division of Richardson Media Group

(USPS 161-040)

PRINTED BY OFFSET

POSTMASTER:

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Lake & adjoining Counties .........................................$36
Elsewhere in Tennessee ................................................$40
Out of state .................................................................$48

DANIEL RICHARDSON
Publisher, daniel@richardsonmediagroup.net
SUZETTE SIMMONS

, suzette@magicvalleypublishing.com

PUBLICATION DAY: WEDNESDAY • DEADLINE FOR ADS AND CONTENT: FRIDAY BY 5PM
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Bargain 
Hunter – 
cheap
Cash only
731-503-0355

Ingredients: 
• �1 pound cavatappi, 

cooked
• �16 ounces mozzarella 

cheese, grated
• �16 ounces Colby Jack 

cheese, grated
• �8 ounces Cheddar 

cheese, grated
• �1 teaspoon garlic powder
• �1 teaspoon smoked pa-

prika
• �1/2 teaspoon salt
• �1/2 teaspoon pepper
• �3 tablespoons butter
• �3 tablespoons flour
• �1 (12-ounce) can evapo-

rated milk
• �2 cups heavy cream
• �1 tablespoon Dijon mus-

tard

Directions:
1. �Preheat the oven to 350 

degrees F (175 degrees 
C). Grease a 9x13-inch 
baking dish.

2. �Cook cavatappi accord-
ing to package instruc-
tions. Drain and set 
aside.

3. �Combine all three 
shredded cheeses in a 
bowl and divide half 
into another bowl. Set 
aside.

4. �Combine garlic powder, 

smoked paprika, salt, 
and pepper in a small 
bowl. Divide in half and 
set aside.

5. �Melt butter in a large 
skillet over medium 
heat. Once melted, add 
half the seasoning mix-
ture and flour. Stir until 
the mixture becomes 
paste-like, about 3 to 
5 minutes. Add evapo-
rated milk and whisk 
until thick. Add heavy 
cream and the rest of 
the seasonings and mix 
until combined. Whisk 
in Dijon mustard un-
til thick. Slowly add in 
half the cheese, allow-
ing it to melt before 
adding more.

6. �Stir in macaroni un-
til coated with cheese 
sauce.

7. �Add a layer of maca-
roni and then a layer of 
shredded cheese to the 
prepared baking dish. 
Repeat layers.

8. �Bake in the preheated 
oven until cheese is 
melted and bubbly, 
about 25 to 30 minutes.

9. �Finish by broiling un-
til top is golden brown, 
about 2 minutes.

Ingredients
• �2 tablespoons butter
• �2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
• �1 cup sour cream
• �¼ cup diced onion
• �1 teaspoon salt
• �1 teaspoon white sugar
• �3 (14.5 ounce) cans French-style 

green beans, drained
• �2 cups shredded Cheddar cheese
• �½ cup crumbled buttery round 

crackers
• �1 tablespoon butter, melted

Directions
1.Preheat the oven:
Set to 350°F (175°C).
2. Prepare the green beans:
• �In a large skillet, melt butter over 

medium heat.
• �Stir in flour until smooth and cook 

for 1 minute.
• �Add sour cream, diced onion, salt, 

and sugar. Mix well.
• �Stir in green beans until fully coat-

ed, then transfer to a 2 ½-quart cas-
serole dish.

3. Add the topping:

• �Sprinkle shredded Cheddar cheese 
evenly over the green bean mixture.

• �In a small bowl, toss together crack-
er crumbs and melted butter, then 
sprinkle over the cheese layer.

4. Bake: Place the casserole dish in 
the oven and bake for about 30 minutes, 
or until the topping is golden brown and 
the cheese is bubbly.

Enjoy your creamy, cheesy, and 
comforting green bean casserole! 
Perfect for family dinners or holiday 
gatherings!

1 can cream celery
1 can cream chicken
1 onion
3 eggs boiled
1 skillet cornbread
Boiled Chicken

Boil about 4 or 5 bone-
less chicken breasts until the 
meat is tender. 

Cook a skillet of corn-
bread. When the cornbread 
cools, chop up and put in a 
9x13 casserole dish. Cut the 
onion up and add it to the 
cornbread mixture. Take the 
cream of celery and cream of 
chicken and add this to the 
cornbread mixture. Take the 
boiled eggs and cut them up 
and put in the mixture. Take 
the chicken broth from the 
boiled chicken and pour this 
over the cornbread mixture. 
Do not use all the broth be-
cause the dressing will be 
too juicy. Just pour enough 
where the dressing is not 
thick and not really juicy. 
Add salt and pepper, then 
add sage to the mixture. You 
will have to be the judge on 
how much sage you like in 
the dressing.

Cook on 400 for about 45 
min to 1 hr. 

5 cans green beans, 
drained

2/3 cup brown sugar
1 bag real bacon bits or 12 

slices bacon cooked to crisp 
and chopped

¼ cup butter melted
7 tsp. soy sauce
1 ½ tsp. garlic powder
Take and drain the green 

beans and put in a 9x12 cas-
serole dish. 

Mix the brown sugar, but-
ter, soy sauce and garlic un-
til the butter is melted. Pour 
this over your green beans. 
Add your bacon pieces on 
top of the green beans and 
mix all together.

Cook in the oven for 40 
minutes at 350.

These beans are wonder-
ful!!

By Diane Hill

6 medium or 4 large gran-
ny smith, mcintosh or Jona-
than apples

2 pie shells
42 packages of equal 

sweetener
2 heaping tablespoons 

cornstarch
1⁄4 teaspoon cinnamon
Preheat oven to 365 de-

grees
Peel, core, and slice apples 

into one of the pie shells. 
Mix together the sweetener, 
cornstarch,

and cinnamon and sprin-
kle over the apple slices. 
Cover with the other pie 
shell and crimp the

edges. Bake at 365 de-
grees for 45-50 minutes. 
Remove from oven and let 
stand at least 15

minutes before serving.
For Peach pie use the same 

ingredients except 1 lb fro-
zen or fresh peaches instead 
of apples.

Do not use sweet and low, 
as it will cause a bitter taste. 
Splenda is also a good sub-
stitute.

Sugar-free Apple or 
Peach Pie

Tini’s Macaroni 
and Cheese

Grandma’s Green Bean Casserole Chicken 
and 

Dressing

Crack 
Green 
Beans

8 free BURGERS (a $2399 value)

All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

75432VFZ    separately $234.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 
4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 
SKU 75432. Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While 
supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. 
Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change. 
Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products 
may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to 
OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 06/30/24.  
24M6132  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

ORDER NOW! 1.855.487.0213 Ask for 75432VFZ
OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves2562

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS WORLD-FAMOUS 
perfection

The world’s most tender, fl avorful steaks, 
extra-aged to perfection.
The juiciest air-chilled chicken, tastiest pork, 
and so much more.
Every bite is a 100% guaranteed gourmet 
experience you’ll crave.

1-877-338-4810

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 
benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 
convenient refreshing shower while seated 
or standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!
✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable 

shower
✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 

height and pivots to off er a seated shower option
✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 

lifetime warranty on the entire tub
✓Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 

included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of  both 
worlds–there isn’t a better, more 
aff ordable walk-in tub!

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-877-338-4810

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 Selling1 SellingWalk-In Tub

SPECIAL OFFER
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Dumpster RentalsDumpster Rentals
Savannah, TNSavannah, TN

Call or text JasonCall or text Jason
731-733-8256731-733-8256

RENFROE
LAWNCARE
731-733-8256

Owner: Jason Renfroe

rvaluesprayfoam731@gmail.com

Crossword ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, be careful what you ask 
for, as things have a funny way 
of coming true for you this week. 
Censor your thoughts for now, 
and perhaps hold your cards 
closer to the vest.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, you may have a lot of anx-
ious thoughts right now. Friends 
provide a welcome diversion later 
in the week, and you also may 
want to put in more hours at work 
to stay distracted.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, plans aren’t panning 
out as you’d hoped, so consider 
other opportunities. Stop and 
consider all the possibilities as 
soon as possible and then make 
a decision.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Thoughts of love and relation-
ships are on your mind, Cancer. 
However, you will have trouble 
expressing just how you feel to 
others. Think through your words 
before saying them.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you are a whirlwind of 
activity, and this causes a bit of 
disruption to a normally organized 
week. Others may remark on how 
you seem to be all over the place, 
but you know your limits.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
It’s hard to imagine fitting any-
thing else into your packed sched-
ule, Virgo. Somehow you manage 
to do it. But the effects could prove 
stressful. Try lightening your load 
this week.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
It’s time to plan and prepare, 
Libra. Take out a pen and paper 
and start making lists or use a 
digital planner. It’s the only way 
to remain organized with so much 
going on.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Matters at home are a priority this 
week, Scorpio. Focus your atten-
tion on tackling things around the 
house and you’ll have more time 
to devote to fun down the road.
SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
It might be time to pinch some 
pennies, Sagittarius. This week 
you could come up a bit short, 
and it doesn’t bode well for the 
rest of the month. Consider new 
revenue streams.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, things turn out to be 
calm this week, and it is surprising 
how much you can accomplish. 
This slow pace is just the reprieve 
you’ve needed.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, there’s not much you 
can do about a particular prob-
lem, so it may be better to stop 
thinking about a solution. Put your 
attention toward something you 
can control.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, a few minor tweaks to 
your schedule and you could be 
able to tackle a number of tasks 
this week. Enjoy the productivity.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
NOVEMBER 24
Katherine Heigl, Actress (46)
NOVEMBER 25
Christina Applegate, Actress (53)
NOVEMBER 26
Natasha Bedingfield, Singer (43)
NOVEMBER 27
Caroline Kennedy, Diplomat (67)
NOVEMBER 28
Trey Songz, Singer (40)
NOVEMBER 29
Russell Wilson, Athlete (36)
NOVEMBER 30
Ben Stiller, Actor (59)

Horoscopes

Here is how it works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each num-
ber can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the 

numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Casablanca
26) Hawaiian greeting
27) Dagger companion
28) “To each ____ own”
29) Pastoral woodwind
30) Follow
31) Lavender flower
32) Bones’ partner
34) “____ Brockovich”
35) Abbreviated wts.
38) “Fanny” novelist 
Jong

CLUES ACROSS
1) Brewery equipment
5) Current craze
9) Home run in Idaho?
14) Genesis twin
15) Oath of old
16) Peaceful branch?
17) Little brook
18) Scrabble piece
19) Festive celebrations
20) Three different seats
23) Fixes, as a carnival 
game
24) Butterfly snare
25) “Friends” female
29) Alone (with “by”)
33) Bushed
34) Czech-German river
36) Nero’s zero
37) Three different seats
41) “Caught in the act!”
42) Be upwardly mobile?
4 3 )  C o l d - w a t e r 
shorebirds
44) Scammed
47) Toastmaster ’s 
preparation
48) Fond du ___-, Wisc.
49) Hope-Crosby’s 
“Road to ____”
51) Three different seats
59) Spinach like plant

60) Claim to be true
61) Doing nothing
62) “Slowly” in music
63) Snub-nosed dog, 
briefly
64) Coke, for one
65) Fertile loam
66) Winter vehicle
67) Venetian-blind 
component

CLUES DOWN
1) Word of action
2) Large section of an 
atlas
3) Nursery powder
4) Stew in one’s own 
juices
5) Kind of outlet
6) Curing, in a way
7) Fancy parties
8) Where Adam lived
9) Molasses candy
10) Advisories
11) A Jackson 5 member
12) Entering overtime
13) Conclude one’s case
21) Sportscaster 
Musburger
22) Architect’s 
afterthought
2 5 )  C a p i t a l  n e a r 

i � FreeDailyCrosswords.com 
ACROSS-----------� 
1) Brewery equipment
5) Current craze
9) Home run in Idaho?
14) Genesis twin
15) Oath of old
16) Peaceful branch?
17) Little brook
18) Scrabble piece
19) Festive celebrations
20) Three different seats
23) Fixes, as a carnival game
24) Butterfly snare
25) "Friends" female
29) Alone (with "by")
33) Bushed
34) Czech-German river
36) Nero's zero
37) Three different seats

PLAYING USHER 

41) "Caught in the act!"
42) Be upwardly mobile?
43) Cold-water shorebirds
44) Scammed
47) Toastmaster's preparation
48) Fond du _, Wisc.
49) Hope-Crosby's "Road to

II 

51) Three different seats
59) Spinachlike plant
60) Claim to be true
61) Doing nothing
62) "Slowly" in music
63) Snub-nosed dog, briefly
64) Coke, for one
65) Fertile loam
66) Winter vehicle
67) Venetian-blind component

B Ma Jerse 

DOWN 
1) Word of action
2) Large section of an atlas
3) Nursery powder
4) Stew in one's own juices
5) Kind of outlet
6) Curing, in a way
7) Fancy parties
8) Where Adam lived
9) Molasses candy

10) Advisories
11) A Jackson 5 member
12) Entering overtime
13) Conclude one's case
21) Sportscaster Musburger
22) Architect's afterthought
25) Capital near Casablanca
26) Hawaiian greeting
27) Dagger companion
28) "To each_ own"
29) Pastoral woodwind
30) Follow
31) Lavender flower
32) Bones' partner
34) "_ Brockovich"
35) Abbreviated wts.
38) "Fanny" novelist Jong
39) Jelly used in molds
40) '50s campaign button name
45) Chooses by voting
46) Salsa go-with
47) Turned on a pivot
49) Feature of a miter joint
50) "Is this some kind of_?"
51) Laze around
52) Lunchbox treat
53) Barn-topping device
54) Knocks firmly
55) Random muscle movements
56) An object of worship
57) Paella pot
58) Nicely arranged

16th November

i� FreeDailyCrosswords.com 
ACROSS-----------� 
1) Common landscaping plant
6) Cereal holders
11) Kept away from prying

eyes
14) Astrological ram
15) "Farewell, mon ami"
16) High card
17) Declaration from

Shakespeare's masseuse?
19)_-tac-toe
20) Baby's foot (var.)
21) One not getting an Olympic

medal
23) Heavenly bodies
26) Bell tower
27) One of four suits
28) "El_" (John Wayne

film)
30) Dinner crumbs
31) Areas around altars
32) Genetic letters
35) "And more," in lists
36) Mollify

T MINUS AND COUNTING 
1 2 

14 

17 

23 24 

27 

30 

35 

39 

46 47 

49 

52 

58 

61 

3 

25 

4 5 6 7 

15 

18 

20 

38) Maple product
39) "No whispering!"
40) Davenport native
41) Lion relative
42) Spookily
44) More cherished
46) Restroom alternative, in a

hospital
48) Most alluring, in slang
49) Clear wrap brand
50) Bread units
52) Prefix with "tone," "bar" or

"metric"
53) Stag out-of-body

experience?
58) "Gloria in excelsis _"
59) Floating among the clouds
60) Certain opera voice
61) Little toymaker
62) Spacek who was Carrie
63) "Riders to the Sea"

playwright

E. Parker
8 9 10 12 13 

DOWN 

1) "A likely story!"
2) Mined rock
3) Title for Walter Raleigh
4) Is precariously perched
5) Arrange by type
6) Thai bills
7) Poems of tribute
8) Lean, strong and flexible
9) Money for a Romanian

10) Rent from a renter
11) Positive milliner's motto?
12) Less cordial
13) Express strong disapproval of
18) Pedicurists' targets
22) Antiquated
23) Pumps and clogs
24) Capital of Western Australia
25) What the hen topped off her scale-

model building with?
26) Obnoxious child, to a sitter
28) Tooth problem
29) Arabian Peninsula nation
31) Shed tears
33) Directory contents
34) Detached
36) Toothy fishes
37) Tender cut of meat
41)_ Park (Prince's house)
43) Antipollution org.
44) Bird of peace
45) Puts forth, as pressure
46) Less-played part of a 45 record
47) Artist's stand
48) Heavily marbled, as meat
50) Neighbor of Cambodia
51) Show-_ (hotdogs)
54) _ Lilly of pharmaceuticals
55) Place to lodge
56) Feature of London weather
57) Before, poetically

6th November

39) Jelly used in molds
40) ‘50s campaign 
button name
45) Chooses by voting
46) Salsa go-with
47) Turned on a pivot
49) Feature of a miter 
joint
50) “Is this some kind 
of ___?”

51) Laze around
52) Lunchbox treat
53) Barn-topping device
54) Knocks firmly
55) Random muscle 
movements
56) An object of worship
57) Paella pot
58) Nicely arranged

www.courieranywhere.com THURSDAY  NOVEMBER 21, 2024Page 6B



WEDNESDAY | NOVEMBER 20, 2024	 RICHARDSON MEDIA GROUP | PAGE 5A

OPINION

The thoughts and opinions expressed in our contributed content are solely those 
of the author and not that of this newspaper or Richardson Media Group. Our 
readers are welcomed to submit Letters to the Editor by emailing us at contact@
crockettcountytimes.com or via mail at PO Box 66, Alamo, TN 38001.

Not Today

I’m an alcoholic. I’m ac-
tively recovering and have 
been for nearly ten years. I 
get up every morning and 
say to myself “today, I won’t 
drink” because that’s how 
I have to deal with it. I talk 
about it openly to my co-
workers, family and strang-
ers. That’s my version of 
therapy, AA, and simply how 
I cope with the daily thirst 
to drink. I’ve been to a lot 
of AA meetings in my early 
years of sobriety, and I have 
immense respect for that or-
ganization, because it helped 
to get me sober. It taught me 
how to talk about my condi-
tion, to understand it, and 
to realize that many people 
out there are just like me. 
I’m comfortable with who, 
and what, I am. To some 
people, it may seem that I’m 
simply too open or given to 
TMI (too much informa-
tion) a bit too much. That’s 
okay. I know that it keeps me 
grounded to talk about it, to 
spread it out on the table and 
see it for what it is, and to 
admit to myself that I need 
to do just that to stay sober. 

I used to be a drunk. The 
difference between a drunk 
and an alcoholic is pretty 
basic. A drunk is still drink-
ing. An alcoholic has made 
that very basic step in the 

direction of sobriety and has 
admitted to themselves that 
they have a problem. An al-
coholic may be in recovery, 
or not. I am. I hope to always 
be, because to be drinking 
again is to revert to being a 
drunk again. 

I still miss being drunk. I 
miss drinking. I always will. 
I envy people who can take 
a drink or leave it. I know 
people who can have a social 
drink and not have another 
for months. I’m aware that 
alcohol isn’t inherently evil. 
It’s the abuser who makes it 
so. I’ve never been able to 
drink without the literal goal 
of drinking to get drunk. 
Why else would anyone 
drink? My mind can’t fathom 
the control that some folks 
exercise by not drinking un-
til they’re drunk. I’m just not 
wired that way. That’s one 
reason I don’t drink. 

There are some other re-
ally good reasons I don’t 
drink any more. I’ve let so 
many people down in the 
past when I drank, I don’t 
want to be that guy again. 
I’ve been the father who was 
passed out when he should 
have been picking up his 
kids from school. I’ve been 
the coworker who was drunk 
and running machinery, roll-
ing the dice that I wouldn’t 
hurt anyone. I’ve been the 
son whose mom took him 
in when he lost his job. I’ve 
been the dad whose kids have 
paid his bills or helped him 
home when he was sloshed. 
And I’ve been the drunk 
driver who takes the chance 

that he won’t kill an entire 
family when he was behind 
the wheel. I know who I am 
when I drink, and I don’t 
want to be him again. It’s not 
complicated. My addiction is 
simple. When I drink, I hurt 
people. I’m thankful I’ve 
never killed anyone because 
of my drinking. I’ve been 
lucky. And blessed. 

If this little column has 
offended you, tough. I talk 
about my alcoholism for two 
reasons: 1) So I won’t drink 
today, and 2) So someone 
else may just decide that it’s 
time for them to stop drink-
ing today. That’s it. If my 
words aren’t for you, then 
no worries. I’ve just wasted 
a few minutes of your day. 
If what I’ve said makes you 
think about whether or not 
you might just have a prob-
lem, then seek help. It’s out 
there. Alcoholics Anony-
mous has a helpline to find a 
meeting near you: (844) 811-
9606. The Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services 
Administration’s (SAM-
HSA) National Helpline is 
1-800-662-HELP(4357). You 
can reach out to anyone you 
like. Your friends, family 
and pastor are some good 
places to start, as well. Ask-
ing for help is a brave step 
towards a new, and better, 
life. People care about you 
and are ready to help. 

Thanks for reading this 
and being part of the reason 
I didn’t drink today. 

God bless Y’all.
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Ad
Veritas

Daniel 
Richardson

VROOM! Harley 
Davidson Back 

Peddling On DEI

Most motorcycles don't 
have a "reverse" gear, but 
that hasn't stopped Ameri-
ca's biggest bike brand from 
backpedaling on its DEI 
(Diversity, Equity, and In-
clusion) initiatives. A men-
tal image of a rider backing 
up a bike is a good analo-
gy for the awkwardness of 
Harley Davidson and other 
household names such as 
Tractor Supply and John 
Deere backpedaling their 
PR (if not HR) policies on 
DEI.

Over the last few years, 
national brands have been 
revving up their DEI en-
gines under the counsel 
of so-called PR "experts" 
who convinced corporate 
boardrooms that steering 
marketing and HR policies 
to cater more to the LGBT 
community would fuel sales 
growth.

DEI initiatives and ideas, 
in theory, are touted as 
harmless as the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. But in fact, 
they're quite the opposite. 
Where Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and company 
campaigned for all people 
to not be treated differently 
because of the color of their 
skin, religion, nationality, 
etc. (we should note that 
sexual orientation was not 
included in the Civil Rights 
Act), DEI policies go in the 
opposite direction.

Some of these policies call 
on organizations and indi-
viduals to label potential 
employees and customers 
based on their gender, race, 
and even sexual orientation 
and divide those into groups 
based on the labels, then 
rank those groups based on 
which group has been "his-
torically marginalized" the 
most, and then those in that 
group get preferred treat-
ment at the expense of the 
less marginalized groups.

Of course, a DEI propo-
nent would not describe it 
this way, but this is what is 
happening.

What happened to the 
"blind" application process 
where even the name of the 

applicant was kept from 
the HR manager reviewing 
applications to avoid the 
manager assigning a gender 
or race to the applicant be-
fore making a selection of 
the ones for an interview? 
This was a feature popular 
enough to be built into most 
hiring software programs.

Now, the manager isn't 
just supposed to know the 
name, race, gender, etc. of 
the applicants, but is often 
expected to base a hiring de-
cision on it.

FAA officials were record-
ed in February brainstorm-
ing ways to make flight less 
"white male-dominated."

Does this lead to safer 
skies? If there is anywhere 
where we should be more 
concerned about someone's 
professional competence 
than their race or skin color, 
it's 37,000 feet in the air.

I've only mentioned equal 
treatment for those of dif-
ferent races or genders, or 
other distinctions covered 
in the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 (race, color, religion, 
sex, or national origin). But 
the same concept applies 
to those of different sexual 
orientations or other differ-
ences. The DEI community 
has so many labels to divide 
people into that I can't even 
try to list them here.

All the labeling and pro-
nouning (don't you dare 
mislabel anyone) drive ev-
erything in the opposite di-
rection from what Dr. King 
and many other champions 
of civil rights have preached. 
People are people. There is 
no need to put a stack of 
labels on a person. There is 
no need to fill quotas at an 
organization or hire some-
one because you need an-
other Hispanic woman, or 
white woman, or gay man, 
or white straight man (just 
kidding... no one is trying to 
hire more of those).

People should be consid-
ered for employment or any 
other selective process based 
on their qualifications for 
the job and their character, 
neither of which are appar-
ent from their skin color or 
gender.

Hopefully, more busi-
nesses and organizations 
will soon wake up to the 
DEI delusion and go back to 
treating people like people.

Does the First Amendment Guarantee Free Speech?

Take me to the Fair
I was in Knoxville the 

other day, and I ran by Pet-
ro’s Chili and Chips for a 
quick bite. Petros, for those 
of you who don’t know, are 
glorified versions of what we 
used to call Frito pies, bags 
of Fritos topped with chili. 
Those old enough to remem-
ber the Knoxville World’s 
Fair of 1982 may remember 
that the gaseous concoc-
tions were introduced there 
and were the culinary hit of 
the fair. World’s fairs have 
always been famous for in-
troducing new foods, often 
snack foods, and the Pet-
ro was the Knoxville fair’s 
most famous introduction, 
although the fair also ex-
hibited the first shelf stable 
milk and Coca-Cola’s first 
flavored cola, Cherry Coke.

Some previous world’s 
fairs featured much more 
impressive food innova-
tions, many of which have 
become a part of American 
life.

The Chicago World’s Fair 
of 1893 wasn’t where pop-
corn was invented, as some 
people say (It had been 
around for at least 4,000 
years.), but it was at the Chi-
cago fair where the newly 
invented popcorn wagon 
was showcased. Crowds 
gathered around it to watch 
the corn pop, and of course 
bought popcorn as well, and 
ever since, those machines 
have brought hot popcorn to 

the masses all over America.
   Chili con carne was a 

Southwestern specialty be-
fore the fair, but a Texas chili 
parlor there was so popular it 
ushered in a wave of similar 
chili parlors all across the 
country. As a result, today 
chili con carne is considered 
as American a food as there 
is.

One of the Chicago fair 
goers was Milton Hershey, 
a confectioner from Penn-
sylvania who sold caramels. 
At the fair he was introduced 
to German milk chocolate, 
which lacked the bitterness 
of American chocolate can-
dies at the time, and Hershey 
was so impressed he bought 
the machinery used to make 
it on the spot and had it 
shipped to Pennsylvania 
after the exhibition closed. 
Within seven years, he had 
sold his caramel business to 
concentrate exclusively on 
chocolate candies. The rest 
is history.

One chocolate confection 
is definitely a product of the 
fair, the brownie. Mrs. Ber-
tha Palmer, wife of the owner 
of the Palmer House Hotel, 
had her chef produce a spe-
cial dessert for the women 
who worked at the Women’s 
Building at the fair. “Small 
enough,” she instructed him, 
“to fit into the boxed lunches 
at the women’s pavilion.” He 
came up with the same rec-
ipe Americans use to make 
brownies today.

   Two years before the fair 
opened, William Wrigley 
Jr. arrived in Chicago with 
only $32 in his pocket. First 
a soap salesman, he began 
selling baking soda, and he 
gave chewing gum samples 
as a bonus to his customers. 

Before long, however, they 
were asking to order the 
gum he was giving them in-
stead of baking soda, so he 
decided to create a flavored 
gum he called “Juicy Fruit,” 
just in time for the fair. It 
was a sensation there, and 
again, the rest is history. 

Cracker Jack had been 
around a few years before 
the fair but gained huge pop-
ularity because of it.

Pabst Blue Ribbon beer 
had been sold since the 
1840s by the name of “Pabst 
Best Select” when it won 
the coveted blue ribbon for 
beer at the fair. The com-
pany immediately changed 
the beer’s name, and it soon 
became a popular nationally 
known brand.

Cream of Wheat and Aunt 
Jemima Pancake Flour both 
were introduced at the Chi-
cago World’s Fair, as were 
Vienna Beef hotdogs and 
Shredded Wheat. 

A few years later, the 
1904 St. Louis World’s Fair 
brought Americans their first 
taste of cotton candy, and 
although nut butters were 
already in existence at the 
time, a Missouri farmer sold 
peanut butter at the fair that 
was so popular the Beech-
Nut Company launched the 
first nationwide brand of 
peanut butter later that year 
to phenomenal success.

Jell-O had been invented 
way back in 1845, but no-
body was interested in buy-
ing it for the next 60 years. 
Then the company set up an 
exhibit at the St. Louis fair 
showing how easy it was to 
make Jell-O and gave away 
samples. Sales quadrupled 
as a result.

In 1902, a botanist work-

ing for the American Cereal 
Company, makers of Quak-
er Oats, invented a machine 
that would dehydrate and 
cause grains, specifically 
rice at the time, to expand up 
to eight times, but his com-
pany saw no use for it.

Undeterred, he carried his 
invention, which he fash-
ioned to resemble a cannon, 
to the fair and mesmerized 
crowds there by shooting 
huge volleys of puffed rice 
into a vat every 50 min-
utes. Before the fair was 
over fair goers had bought 
20,000 pounds of caramel-
ized puffed rice at the fair 
and sent home samples. His 
invention revolutionized 
breakfast cereal. Rice Crisp-
ies or Cheerios anyone?

A novelty at the fair was a 
hybridized version of a Flor-
ida fruit known as a pome-
lo. It was very expensive at 
the time, but its price came 
down rapidly during the 
next 20 years as it began to 
be marketed under its new 
name, “grapefruit.”

Iced tea, the ice cream 
cone and hamburgers are 
all said, by some, to have 
been introduced at the 1904 
fair. They weren’t, but were 
served to 20 million fair 
goers during the fair’s six 
month run. Americans’ eat-
ing habits were changed for-
ever as a result.

When we think of his-
tory, we think of wars and 
economic fluctuations and 
major inventions, and they 
are all a part of history, but 
so are the way we live, and 
what we eat.

And world’s fairs have 
had a huge influence on that. 

If you didn’t learn about the 
Bill of Rights in school, you 
had the wrong teacher. All of 
us know – or at least all of us 
should know – that the First 
Amendment protects free 
speech, religious freedom, 
your freedom to associate 
with whomever you please 
and to peaceable assemble in 
public; and it protects your 
right to disagree with your 
government and be heard. 
You may be asking yourself 
why I would ask such an ob-
vious question in the title 
of this column? Free people 
have a right to speak as they 
please, particularly on public 
and/or political matters. But 
the question is perfectly le-
gitimate in our time, today, 
because a serious candidate 
for Vice President of the 
United States said this week 
that we should “push back” 
against those who believe the 
First Amendment is absolute. 
He went on the say, “There’s 
no guarantee to free speech 
on misinformation or hate 
speech, especially around 
our democracy.” This should 

scare the you-know-what out 
of all of us. Whether you are 
a Republican, a Democrat, or 
Independent, the prospect of 
a government agency being 
able to silence you – or worse 
– should rile us all.

Let’s look back at precise-
ly the wording of the First 
Amendment. It says: “Con-
gress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress 
of grievances.” I’ve writ-
ten before that the religious 
clause of the First Amend-
ment was put in there because 
three New England States 
(Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and New Hampshire) had a 
state sponsored church at the 
time the First Amendment 
was adopted and they didn’t 
want Congress butting in to 
tell them what to do. In other 
parts of the country we didn’t 
want the Federal government 
butting in on religion either.

 Let’s now look at 
the speech clause. It says, 
“Congress shall make no 
law. . . abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press”. 
What does that mean? Legal-
ly it means that outside a few 
fairly well defined exceptions 

by the courts, the Federal 
government has no authority 
to silence any citizen or reg-
ulate what a citizen has to 
say, or to post on social me-
dia. From a practical point of 
view it means your views and 
the way you express them are 
your business and your busi-
ness alone. It’s an invitation 
for government to “butt out” 
when you wish to speak or 
write about a topic. You are 
free to believe and express 
that the President is a crook 
or a saint. Here are some of 
the exceptions. The courts 
have recognized that “free 
speech” does not include ob-
scenity, child pornography, 
and fraud. You can’t hide be-
hind the right to a “free press” 
when you are publishing or 
putting abusive pictures of 
children on the Internet or in 
books. Nor can you say mis-
leading and deceptive things 
to potential investors. That’s 
not free speech, it’s fraud. A 
gas station can’t have its fuel 
pumps set to deliver less than 
a gallon of gas and charge you 
for a whole gallon. Other lim-
itations to free speech include 
inciting a riot (“Let’s go down 
to so-and-so’s house and burn 
it down”); or re-publishing a 
book or a song that is copy-
righted unless you have the 
consent the of the original 
writer/singer; or getting peo-
ple trampled in a theater be-

cause you yelled “fire” when 
there was no fire. 

With all these exceptions to 
free speech, what’s the big deal 
in limiting it? The big deal is 
if we allow government itself 
– in other words, the people 
who are in charge at the time 
(Republicans or Democrats) – 
to censor speech it will exer-
cise the power to throttle free 
speech and silence their polit-
ical opponents to stay in pow-
er. This is the very definition 
of tyranny. If you don’t think 
that’s a threat to self-govern-
ment, you should remember 
that the government stopped 
the online discussion about 
the safety and effectiveness of 
COVID-19 shots. How many 
people do you know who took 
all the shots and still got it a 
couple of times? Free speech 
has always been sacrosanct 
in America. You get to speak 
up and people get to decide 
for themselves whether you 
are a fool or a sage. Having 
a government bureaucrat de-
cide what is or is not “truth” 
is not the America we have al-
ways known. I don’t want the 
government to have that au-
thority, and it doesn’t matter 
who’s in charge. Censorship is 
a slippery slope that leads to 
a bad place. I will see you on 
down the trail. 

Watch out for Turtles

The Old Couple cleans their 
house on a Sunday evening. 
The wife usually does it on 
Saturday, but the family was 
over for the August Birthday 
celebration that day. Church is 
on Sunday, and the grandchil-
dren need their church as much 
as the couple does. The three-
year-old loves the singing. Af-
ter church, there was a trip to 
the local Wally World. Neces-
sities were gathered, and toys 
for the tag-a-long grandchil-
dren. By the time the kids are 
dropped off, the afternoon was 
halfway gone. A light lunch 
at the kitchen table. Leftover 
pulled pork, chips and a soft 
drink. The daughter, her thir-
ty-eighth birthday looming on 
the following day, stopped in. 
A pleasant chat. She’d bathed 
the dogs while the couple went 
to church. She’s handy like 
that. The decision after lunch 
made itself. Neither of the 
couple had much energy left, 
so Nap Time beckoned. They 
take their positions in their re-
spective recliners. The Woman 
puts the tv on a show about 

some true-life murder, with 
the volume down low. The Old 
Man dons his noise-cancelling 
headphones to keep out the 
nightmares. Such is the prepa-
ration for the Nap.

It was a good nap for the Old 
Man. He seldom had bad ones. 
The Woman, not so much. She 
seldom had good naps. Unless 
the three-year-old napped with 
her, nestled in her lap. There is 
no better sleep than to sleep in 
the arms of someone who loves 
you unconditionally, and with 
their entire soul. Such is the 
love of a child, and the reason 
their grandparents love them 
the way they do.

The cleaning must be done. 
It›s a fact. There›s no getting 
around it. The Woman›s en-
tire life has told her that. Her 
mother indoctrinated her from 
an early age and cursed her 
with a work ethic that won›t 
allow chores to go undone. 
Put off till a bit later, maybe, 
but not neglected. To the Old 
Man’s dismay, it remains so. 
She cleans, so he cleans, too. 
Because he loves her, mostly. 
Also, because she won’t have it 
any other way.

    They listen to headphones 
and earbuds as they clean. 
Books, mostly. They both love 
novels, though their tastes sel-
dom match. She leans towards 
mystery/romance and him to-

wards westerns/biographies. 
They clean in the silence of the 
rooms, yet with words hum-
ming through their ears and 
minds. They transport into the 
author›s respective universes, 
with only the functional com-
munication of cleaning passing 
between them.

“Did you clean your bath-
room yet?’

“Yes. You can mop.”
    The conversation went 

thus, until the house was clean. 
The dogs newly washed and 
dried blankets are placed in 
their beds, and they apprecia-
tively curl up in them. The Old 
Man gives them one more lov-
ing rub-down and tells them 
good night, and that he loves 
them. They know this, but they 
love to hear it anyway. They 
lay down their heads for the 
night.

    The Old Man sits at the 
dining room table and listens to 
the sounds from down the hall. 
The Woman has finished her 
cleaning long ago, and is now 
ending her evening bathing rit-
ual. The hair dryer humming 
tells him that she is almost 
done. The sound of her audio 
book afterwards tells him that 
she is sitting on the bed, listen-
ing for a stopping point to end 
the evening’s activities. The 
Old Man loves her rituals. She 
has many, but he loves them 

all. They all have purpose and 
a story. She will definitely tell 
him about the practicality of 
each one, if he dares to ques-
tion any. He smiles. He knows 
that she loves to have order in 
her life, and will structure it 
properly if she finds any aspect 
of it lacking form, or reason. 
He loves that she tries to find 
order amid the chaos of life. He 
feels as if he is the opposite. He 
loves to find the chaos amid the 
order. It’s more fun that way, to 
him at least.

    They›re different in so 
many ways. Polar opposites, 
sometimes. Yet, they love each 
other. They care about what 
each other thinks, wants, feels 
and cares about. They’re the 
same in that way. Every day 
they grow older, and their life 
changes in so many ways, yet 
each still feel that way towards 
the other. It must come from 
the soul, this love. Some kinds 
of love need touch. Some need 
intellectual stimulation, and 
even others need conflict. The 
Old Couple just need to clean 
together. That’s called Serenity 
in my book.

    (Serenity: defined as “the 
state of being calm, peaceful, 
and untroubled; the absence of 
mental stress or anxiety.)

    I›m sure glad the Old Cou-
ple found each other.

God bless Y’all.ANSWER: Level: IntermediateANSWER: Level: Beginner ANSWER: Level: Advanced

The Divide Between Rural 
and Urban America

Just a couple of months ago 
I wrote a column about how 
much I love rural America 
and how much I don’t care for 
most big cities. Cities are way 
too complex, too crowded, too 
dirty, and too weird for me – 
and that’s not all. Cities have 
problems that no one can solve 
because cities tend not to have 
closely knit communities where 
societies can thrive in spite of 
certain differences. Some of 
you may remember the 1960s 
stand-up comedian from Jack-
son, Bro. Dave Gardner. Bro. 
Dave summarized this problem 
in a humorous line in one of his 
albums. He asked, “Everybody 
wonders ‘what’s wrong with 
the county?’” His answer was, 
“Ain’t nothin’ wrong with the 
country except in the cities.”

I’m not the only one who has 
noticed there’s a massive socio-
economic, cultural, and po-
litical divide between rural and 
urban America. The Washing-
ton, DC magazine “Politico” 
used the word “stunning” to 
describe the difference between 
rural and urban America. Look 
at the presidential election ear-
lier this month. We will start in 
Michigan, which we all know 
was one of the “swing States.” 
Trump carried Michigan by 
just a little more than 80,000 
out of more than 5.5 million 
votes cast, but he won 74 of 
Michigan’s mostly rural coun-

ties to 9 for Kamala Harris. The 
contrast in Texas is even more 
one-sided between rural and ur-
ban. Texas has 254 of the 3,143 
counties in the nation. Harris 
carried only 11 Texas counties 
(mostly urban) and Trump car-
ried the other 243. Here in Ten-
nessee Trump carried 92 of the 
95 counties. Granted, Trump is 
popular in both Tennessee and 
Texas but the point I am mak-
ing is how rural counties all 
across the country voted most-
ly one way, and urban counties 
voted mostly the other way. In 
Minnesota, a state Harris won 
and home to her running mate, 
Harris carried 9 mostly urban 
counties and Trump carried 78 
mostly rural counties. One final 
example: Harris easily carried 
the State of Illinois with a half-
million vote margin. It wasn’t 
even close in Illinois, but she 
carried only 14 of 102 coun-
ties. Dozens of rural counties 
in Illinois voted as one sided for 
Trump as most of the counties 
in West Tennessee.

Interestingly, the voters in 
Illinois are taking note of this 
contrast and they are also tak-
ing action. “The Wall Street 
Journal” has noted that there’s 
a “burgeoning breakup move-
ment” in several States, all 
Northern. Voters in 33 coun-
ties in Illinois have already 
passed nonbinding resolutions 
to secede from Chicago. The 
“New Illinois” movement was 
on the ballot this month in six 
counties and it passed in all of 
them (overwhelmingly in some 
of them). The slogan for this 
group is “Leave Illinois With-
out Moving.” The “Journal” 
reported that one Illinois voter 
complained that, “There’s a 

lot of people in Chicago, and 
I think that they make a lot of 
decisions that affect people 
downstate.” This is an under-
standable sentiment when you 
consider the financial trouble 
the State of Illinois is in.

Organized groups in Cali-
fornia and other states want to 
separate from and no longer be 
dominated by a few big cities. 
In California Paul Preston, the 
founder of the movement call-
ing itself the New California 
State is ecstatic at the prospects 
of breaking away from the big 
cities of Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. Harkening back to 
Southern secession, Preston 
says the current California gov-
ernment is “a one-party com-
munist state, and technically, 
they have seceded from the 
Union already.”

Oregon is another state with 
a very serious separation move-
ment. A group called “Greater 
Idaho” wants to redraw state 
lines so the conservative rural 
counties east of the Cascade 
mountain range can join Idaho. 
In essence they want to move 
the present border of Oregon 
and Idaho to the west by a cou-
ple of hundred miles so their 
counties will be in a politically 
more friendly state. In fact, 
their slogan is “Move Oregon’s 
Border,” and the Idaho legisla-
ture in Boise has endorsed the 
idea. At present just three Or-
egon counties in the Portland 
area vote almost half of the 
entire statewide count and they 
overwhelm the rest of the State. 
Voters in Portland are as differ-
ent from rural eastern Orego-
nians as Nashville voters are 
from voters in Frog Jump. I’ll 
see you on down the trail.
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VROOM! Harley 
Davidson Back 

Peddling On DEI

Most motorcycles don't 
have a "reverse" gear, but 
that hasn't stopped Ameri-
ca's biggest bike brand from 
backpedaling on its DEI 
(Diversity, Equity, and In-
clusion) initiatives. A men-
tal image of a rider backing 
up a bike is a good analo-
gy for the awkwardness of 
Harley Davidson and other 
household names such as 
Tractor Supply and John 
Deere backpedaling their 
PR (if not HR) policies on 
DEI.

Over the last few years, 
national brands have been 
revving up their DEI en-
gines under the counsel 
of so-called PR "experts" 
who convinced corporate 
boardrooms that steering 
marketing and HR policies 
to cater more to the LGBT 
community would fuel sales 
growth.

DEI initiatives and ideas, 
in theory, are touted as 
harmless as the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. But in fact, 
they're quite the opposite. 
Where Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and company 
campaigned for all people 
to not be treated differently 
because of the color of their 
skin, religion, nationality, 
etc. (we should note that 
sexual orientation was not 
included in the Civil Rights 
Act), DEI policies go in the 
opposite direction.

Some of these policies call 
on organizations and indi-
viduals to label potential 
employees and customers 
based on their gender, race, 
and even sexual orientation 
and divide those into groups 
based on the labels, then 
rank those groups based on 
which group has been "his-
torically marginalized" the 
most, and then those in that 
group get preferred treat-
ment at the expense of the 
less marginalized groups.

Of course, a DEI propo-
nent would not describe it 
this way, but this is what is 
happening.

What happened to the 
"blind" application process 
where even the name of the 

applicant was kept from 
the HR manager reviewing 
applications to avoid the 
manager assigning a gender 
or race to the applicant be-
fore making a selection of 
the ones for an interview? 
This was a feature popular 
enough to be built into most 
hiring software programs.

Now, the manager isn't 
just supposed to know the 
name, race, gender, etc. of 
the applicants, but is often 
expected to base a hiring de-
cision on it.

FAA officials were record-
ed in February brainstorm-
ing ways to make flight less 
"white male-dominated."

Does this lead to safer 
skies? If there is anywhere 
where we should be more 
concerned about someone's 
professional competence 
than their race or skin color, 
it's 37,000 feet in the air.

I've only mentioned equal 
treatment for those of dif-
ferent races or genders, or 
other distinctions covered 
in the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 (race, color, religion, 
sex, or national origin). But 
the same concept applies 
to those of different sexual 
orientations or other differ-
ences. The DEI community 
has so many labels to divide 
people into that I can't even 
try to list them here.

All the labeling and pro-
nouning (don't you dare 
mislabel anyone) drive ev-
erything in the opposite di-
rection from what Dr. King 
and many other champions 
of civil rights have preached. 
People are people. There is 
no need to put a stack of 
labels on a person. There is 
no need to fill quotas at an 
organization or hire some-
one because you need an-
other Hispanic woman, or 
white woman, or gay man, 
or white straight man (just 
kidding... no one is trying to 
hire more of those).

People should be consid-
ered for employment or any 
other selective process based 
on their qualifications for 
the job and their character, 
neither of which are appar-
ent from their skin color or 
gender.

Hopefully, more busi-
nesses and organizations 
will soon wake up to the 
DEI delusion and go back to 
treating people like people.

Does the First Amendment Guarantee Free Speech?

Take me to the Fair
I was in Knoxville the 

other day, and I ran by Pet-
ro’s Chili and Chips for a 
quick bite. Petros, for those 
of you who don’t know, are 
glorified versions of what we 
used to call Frito pies, bags 
of Fritos topped with chili. 
Those old enough to remem-
ber the Knoxville World’s 
Fair of 1982 may remember 
that the gaseous concoc-
tions were introduced there 
and were the culinary hit of 
the fair. World’s fairs have 
always been famous for in-
troducing new foods, often 
snack foods, and the Pet-
ro was the Knoxville fair’s 
most famous introduction, 
although the fair also ex-
hibited the first shelf stable 
milk and Coca-Cola’s first 
flavored cola, Cherry Coke.

Some previous world’s 
fairs featured much more 
impressive food innova-
tions, many of which have 
become a part of American 
life.

The Chicago World’s Fair 
of 1893 wasn’t where pop-
corn was invented, as some 
people say (It had been 
around for at least 4,000 
years.), but it was at the Chi-
cago fair where the newly 
invented popcorn wagon 
was showcased. Crowds 
gathered around it to watch 
the corn pop, and of course 
bought popcorn as well, and 
ever since, those machines 
have brought hot popcorn to 

the masses all over America.
   Chili con carne was a 

Southwestern specialty be-
fore the fair, but a Texas chili 
parlor there was so popular it 
ushered in a wave of similar 
chili parlors all across the 
country. As a result, today 
chili con carne is considered 
as American a food as there 
is.

One of the Chicago fair 
goers was Milton Hershey, 
a confectioner from Penn-
sylvania who sold caramels. 
At the fair he was introduced 
to German milk chocolate, 
which lacked the bitterness 
of American chocolate can-
dies at the time, and Hershey 
was so impressed he bought 
the machinery used to make 
it on the spot and had it 
shipped to Pennsylvania 
after the exhibition closed. 
Within seven years, he had 
sold his caramel business to 
concentrate exclusively on 
chocolate candies. The rest 
is history.

One chocolate confection 
is definitely a product of the 
fair, the brownie. Mrs. Ber-
tha Palmer, wife of the owner 
of the Palmer House Hotel, 
had her chef produce a spe-
cial dessert for the women 
who worked at the Women’s 
Building at the fair. “Small 
enough,” she instructed him, 
“to fit into the boxed lunches 
at the women’s pavilion.” He 
came up with the same rec-
ipe Americans use to make 
brownies today.

   Two years before the fair 
opened, William Wrigley 
Jr. arrived in Chicago with 
only $32 in his pocket. First 
a soap salesman, he began 
selling baking soda, and he 
gave chewing gum samples 
as a bonus to his customers. 

Before long, however, they 
were asking to order the 
gum he was giving them in-
stead of baking soda, so he 
decided to create a flavored 
gum he called “Juicy Fruit,” 
just in time for the fair. It 
was a sensation there, and 
again, the rest is history. 

Cracker Jack had been 
around a few years before 
the fair but gained huge pop-
ularity because of it.

Pabst Blue Ribbon beer 
had been sold since the 
1840s by the name of “Pabst 
Best Select” when it won 
the coveted blue ribbon for 
beer at the fair. The com-
pany immediately changed 
the beer’s name, and it soon 
became a popular nationally 
known brand.

Cream of Wheat and Aunt 
Jemima Pancake Flour both 
were introduced at the Chi-
cago World’s Fair, as were 
Vienna Beef hotdogs and 
Shredded Wheat. 

A few years later, the 
1904 St. Louis World’s Fair 
brought Americans their first 
taste of cotton candy, and 
although nut butters were 
already in existence at the 
time, a Missouri farmer sold 
peanut butter at the fair that 
was so popular the Beech-
Nut Company launched the 
first nationwide brand of 
peanut butter later that year 
to phenomenal success.

Jell-O had been invented 
way back in 1845, but no-
body was interested in buy-
ing it for the next 60 years. 
Then the company set up an 
exhibit at the St. Louis fair 
showing how easy it was to 
make Jell-O and gave away 
samples. Sales quadrupled 
as a result.

In 1902, a botanist work-

ing for the American Cereal 
Company, makers of Quak-
er Oats, invented a machine 
that would dehydrate and 
cause grains, specifically 
rice at the time, to expand up 
to eight times, but his com-
pany saw no use for it.

Undeterred, he carried his 
invention, which he fash-
ioned to resemble a cannon, 
to the fair and mesmerized 
crowds there by shooting 
huge volleys of puffed rice 
into a vat every 50 min-
utes. Before the fair was 
over fair goers had bought 
20,000 pounds of caramel-
ized puffed rice at the fair 
and sent home samples. His 
invention revolutionized 
breakfast cereal. Rice Crisp-
ies or Cheerios anyone?

A novelty at the fair was a 
hybridized version of a Flor-
ida fruit known as a pome-
lo. It was very expensive at 
the time, but its price came 
down rapidly during the 
next 20 years as it began to 
be marketed under its new 
name, “grapefruit.”

Iced tea, the ice cream 
cone and hamburgers are 
all said, by some, to have 
been introduced at the 1904 
fair. They weren’t, but were 
served to 20 million fair 
goers during the fair’s six 
month run. Americans’ eat-
ing habits were changed for-
ever as a result.

When we think of his-
tory, we think of wars and 
economic fluctuations and 
major inventions, and they 
are all a part of history, but 
so are the way we live, and 
what we eat.

And world’s fairs have 
had a huge influence on that. 

If you didn’t learn about the 
Bill of Rights in school, you 
had the wrong teacher. All of 
us know – or at least all of us 
should know – that the First 
Amendment protects free 
speech, religious freedom, 
your freedom to associate 
with whomever you please 
and to peaceable assemble in 
public; and it protects your 
right to disagree with your 
government and be heard. 
You may be asking yourself 
why I would ask such an ob-
vious question in the title 
of this column? Free people 
have a right to speak as they 
please, particularly on public 
and/or political matters. But 
the question is perfectly le-
gitimate in our time, today, 
because a serious candidate 
for Vice President of the 
United States said this week 
that we should “push back” 
against those who believe the 
First Amendment is absolute. 
He went on the say, “There’s 
no guarantee to free speech 
on misinformation or hate 
speech, especially around 
our democracy.” This should 

scare the you-know-what out 
of all of us. Whether you are 
a Republican, a Democrat, or 
Independent, the prospect of 
a government agency being 
able to silence you – or worse 
– should rile us all.

Let’s look back at precise-
ly the wording of the First 
Amendment. It says: “Con-
gress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress 
of grievances.” I’ve writ-
ten before that the religious 
clause of the First Amend-
ment was put in there because 
three New England States 
(Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and New Hampshire) had a 
state sponsored church at the 
time the First Amendment 
was adopted and they didn’t 
want Congress butting in to 
tell them what to do. In other 
parts of the country we didn’t 
want the Federal government 
butting in on religion either.

 Let’s now look at 
the speech clause. It says, 
“Congress shall make no 
law. . . abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press”. 
What does that mean? Legal-
ly it means that outside a few 
fairly well defined exceptions 

by the courts, the Federal 
government has no authority 
to silence any citizen or reg-
ulate what a citizen has to 
say, or to post on social me-
dia. From a practical point of 
view it means your views and 
the way you express them are 
your business and your busi-
ness alone. It’s an invitation 
for government to “butt out” 
when you wish to speak or 
write about a topic. You are 
free to believe and express 
that the President is a crook 
or a saint. Here are some of 
the exceptions. The courts 
have recognized that “free 
speech” does not include ob-
scenity, child pornography, 
and fraud. You can’t hide be-
hind the right to a “free press” 
when you are publishing or 
putting abusive pictures of 
children on the Internet or in 
books. Nor can you say mis-
leading and deceptive things 
to potential investors. That’s 
not free speech, it’s fraud. A 
gas station can’t have its fuel 
pumps set to deliver less than 
a gallon of gas and charge you 
for a whole gallon. Other lim-
itations to free speech include 
inciting a riot (“Let’s go down 
to so-and-so’s house and burn 
it down”); or re-publishing a 
book or a song that is copy-
righted unless you have the 
consent the of the original 
writer/singer; or getting peo-
ple trampled in a theater be-

cause you yelled “fire” when 
there was no fire. 

With all these exceptions to 
free speech, what’s the big deal 
in limiting it? The big deal is 
if we allow government itself 
– in other words, the people 
who are in charge at the time 
(Republicans or Democrats) – 
to censor speech it will exer-
cise the power to throttle free 
speech and silence their polit-
ical opponents to stay in pow-
er. This is the very definition 
of tyranny. If you don’t think 
that’s a threat to self-govern-
ment, you should remember 
that the government stopped 
the online discussion about 
the safety and effectiveness of 
COVID-19 shots. How many 
people do you know who took 
all the shots and still got it a 
couple of times? Free speech 
has always been sacrosanct 
in America. You get to speak 
up and people get to decide 
for themselves whether you 
are a fool or a sage. Having 
a government bureaucrat de-
cide what is or is not “truth” 
is not the America we have al-
ways known. I don’t want the 
government to have that au-
thority, and it doesn’t matter 
who’s in charge. Censorship is 
a slippery slope that leads to 
a bad place. I will see you on 
down the trail. 

Watch out for Turtles

The Old Couple cleans their 
house on a Sunday evening. 
The wife usually does it on 
Saturday, but the family was 
over for the August Birthday 
celebration that day. Church is 
on Sunday, and the grandchil-
dren need their church as much 
as the couple does. The three-
year-old loves the singing. Af-
ter church, there was a trip to 
the local Wally World. Neces-
sities were gathered, and toys 
for the tag-a-long grandchil-
dren. By the time the kids are 
dropped off, the afternoon was 
halfway gone. A light lunch 
at the kitchen table. Leftover 
pulled pork, chips and a soft 
drink. The daughter, her thir-
ty-eighth birthday looming on 
the following day, stopped in. 
A pleasant chat. She’d bathed 
the dogs while the couple went 
to church. She’s handy like 
that. The decision after lunch 
made itself. Neither of the 
couple had much energy left, 
so Nap Time beckoned. They 
take their positions in their re-
spective recliners. The Woman 
puts the tv on a show about 

some true-life murder, with 
the volume down low. The Old 
Man dons his noise-cancelling 
headphones to keep out the 
nightmares. Such is the prepa-
ration for the Nap.

It was a good nap for the Old 
Man. He seldom had bad ones. 
The Woman, not so much. She 
seldom had good naps. Unless 
the three-year-old napped with 
her, nestled in her lap. There is 
no better sleep than to sleep in 
the arms of someone who loves 
you unconditionally, and with 
their entire soul. Such is the 
love of a child, and the reason 
their grandparents love them 
the way they do.

The cleaning must be done. 
It›s a fact. There›s no getting 
around it. The Woman›s en-
tire life has told her that. Her 
mother indoctrinated her from 
an early age and cursed her 
with a work ethic that won›t 
allow chores to go undone. 
Put off till a bit later, maybe, 
but not neglected. To the Old 
Man’s dismay, it remains so. 
She cleans, so he cleans, too. 
Because he loves her, mostly. 
Also, because she won’t have it 
any other way.

    They listen to headphones 
and earbuds as they clean. 
Books, mostly. They both love 
novels, though their tastes sel-
dom match. She leans towards 
mystery/romance and him to-

wards westerns/biographies. 
They clean in the silence of the 
rooms, yet with words hum-
ming through their ears and 
minds. They transport into the 
author›s respective universes, 
with only the functional com-
munication of cleaning passing 
between them.

“Did you clean your bath-
room yet?’

“Yes. You can mop.”
    The conversation went 

thus, until the house was clean. 
The dogs newly washed and 
dried blankets are placed in 
their beds, and they apprecia-
tively curl up in them. The Old 
Man gives them one more lov-
ing rub-down and tells them 
good night, and that he loves 
them. They know this, but they 
love to hear it anyway. They 
lay down their heads for the 
night.

    The Old Man sits at the 
dining room table and listens to 
the sounds from down the hall. 
The Woman has finished her 
cleaning long ago, and is now 
ending her evening bathing rit-
ual. The hair dryer humming 
tells him that she is almost 
done. The sound of her audio 
book afterwards tells him that 
she is sitting on the bed, listen-
ing for a stopping point to end 
the evening’s activities. The 
Old Man loves her rituals. She 
has many, but he loves them 

all. They all have purpose and 
a story. She will definitely tell 
him about the practicality of 
each one, if he dares to ques-
tion any. He smiles. He knows 
that she loves to have order in 
her life, and will structure it 
properly if she finds any aspect 
of it lacking form, or reason. 
He loves that she tries to find 
order amid the chaos of life. He 
feels as if he is the opposite. He 
loves to find the chaos amid the 
order. It’s more fun that way, to 
him at least.

    They›re different in so 
many ways. Polar opposites, 
sometimes. Yet, they love each 
other. They care about what 
each other thinks, wants, feels 
and cares about. They’re the 
same in that way. Every day 
they grow older, and their life 
changes in so many ways, yet 
each still feel that way towards 
the other. It must come from 
the soul, this love. Some kinds 
of love need touch. Some need 
intellectual stimulation, and 
even others need conflict. The 
Old Couple just need to clean 
together. That’s called Serenity 
in my book.

    (Serenity: defined as “the 
state of being calm, peaceful, 
and untroubled; the absence of 
mental stress or anxiety.)

    I›m sure glad the Old Cou-
ple found each other.

God bless Y’all.ANSWER: Level: IntermediateANSWER: Level: Beginner ANSWER: Level: Advanced

The Longest Voting 
Day Ever

 Like many political junk-
ies, I’ve been following this 
year’s election returns for 
the last several days. I say, 
“several days,” because some 
states are still, two weeks 
later, tabulating votes. Under 
our federal system each state 
gets to set its own rules about 
how to conduct elections so 
long as the process they use 
does not violate the federal 
constitution, and the variance 
of procedures among states is 
stunning.

Individual states have dif-
ferent rules about how people 
vote. Some require in person 
voting. Others use various 
mail voting strategies, and 
some do not begin counting 
until polls close on election 
day.

In some states, mail in bal-
lots must be received no later 
than election day, but in oth-
ers, ballots must be counted if 
they are postmarked by elec-
tion day

It’s a mess, but it usually 
doesn’t matter that much, be-
cause most elections aren’t 
that close, like this year’s 
presidential race, for ex-
ample. Due to the margins 
between the two main candi-
dates, we were able to know 
who won shortly after mid-
night.

As to several down ballot 
contests, however, we had to 
wait days, in some cases sev-
eral days to know for certain 
who the winners were, and 
as I write this (Sunday after-
noon, nearly two weeks after 
the election), there are still a 
couple of races for congres-
sional seats in which votes 
haven’t been counted. In 
some of the western states, 
California in particular, it 
takes forever (nearly a month 
actually), to count all votes.

And while it is true that 
California is our most popu-
lous state and has more votes 
to count than any other state, 
Florida, our third most popu-
lous state, always counts 

nearly all its votes on election 
night, and its election proto-
col is now considered the gold 
standard of vote counting in 
America.

That wasn’t always the 
case, however. Once the state 
was the laughingstock of po-
litical America because of 
one infamous election.

It was 24 years ago. Re-
member it? Who could forget 
the month-long drama over 
who won in the State of Flor-
ida, and thus, as it turned out, 
the presidency of the United 
States, in the 2000 election.

In the lead up to the con-
test, nearly every pundit pre-
dicted a close race, and most 
predicted that swing states 
would determine who won, 
the most critical of them be-
ing Pennsylvania, Michigan, 
and Florida.

Shortly after the polls 
closed on election day, the 
television networks, as they 
did back then, began an-
nouncing projected results. 
Gore had won in the north-
eastern states and Pennsyl-
vania easily, while Bush was 
racking up victories in the 
southern states.

Then, just before 8:00 
P.M., the Associated Press 
and several news networks 
announced that Gore had won 
the state of Florida, and two 
hours later they projected 
Gore to have won the presi-
dency, with Dan Rather as-
suring voters that “if we call 
the state, you can take it to 
the bank.”

Not so, even though ABC, 
NBC, CNN, Fox News, and 
AP also projected Gore the 
winner of the presidency. He 
had won the popular vote by 
roughly a half million votes 
and was now ahead, with 
the addition of the Sunshine 
State’s 25 votes, by enough in 
the electoral count, to claim 
the presidency.

But almost immediately, 
the Florida vote totals be-
gan to change, and by 2:00 
A.M. the next morning those 
same networks were declar-
ing Bush to be the winner in 
Florida, and thus of the presi-
dency.

Gore, believing the net-
works knew what they were 

doing this time, called Bush 
and conceded, but several 
minutes later he was told 
by staffers that the vote was 
shifting again and that the 
State of Florida was again too 
close to call, so at 3:30 in the 
morning he called Bush back 
and un-conceded. A half hour 
later, at 4:00 A.M., the net-
works again reversed them-
selves and declared the state 
too close to call. 

By the time the sun rose 
Bush was ahead by1,784 
votes, but an official recount 
was required. After a ma-
chine recount Bush’s lead 
was reduced to 229 votes, 
and Democrats began filing 
lawsuits demanding that hand 
recounts be conducted, and 
dozens of lawyers for both 
sides began to arrive in the 
state, and thus began what 
was to become a five-week 
war over the Florida voting 
system, and thus, the presi-
dency of the United States.

The Florida ballots were 
confusing. The punch cards 
used were imperfectly per-
forated, and state judges or-
dered that they be individu-
ally examined to ascertain 
voters’ intents. Bush’s lead 
began to shrink.

But after five weeks of 
recounting and legal squab-
bling the US Supreme Court 
intervened to stop further 
recounting, holding that its 
subjectivity violated the 
Equal Protection Clause of 
the 14th Amendment to the 
Constitution. They further 
ruled that under existing law 
there wasn’t time to do a new 
recount and that the vote, as it 
then stood, would be official. 
George Bush had won Florida 
by 537 votes.  

The next day, Gore conced-
ed but the nation’s trust in the 
integrity of elections has yet 
to recover. 

The state of Florida, to its 
credit, revamped its voting 
system completely, so that 
such a circus can never hap-
pen again, and is now known 
for its voting system integ-
rity.

Most states had already 
done that. The fact that some 
still haven’t is a national dis-
grace.
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VROOM! Harley 
Davidson Back 

Peddling On DEI

Most motorcycles don't 
have a "reverse" gear, but 
that hasn't stopped Ameri-
ca's biggest bike brand from 
backpedaling on its DEI 
(Diversity, Equity, and In-
clusion) initiatives. A men-
tal image of a rider backing 
up a bike is a good analo-
gy for the awkwardness of 
Harley Davidson and other 
household names such as 
Tractor Supply and John 
Deere backpedaling their 
PR (if not HR) policies on 
DEI.

Over the last few years, 
national brands have been 
revving up their DEI en-
gines under the counsel 
of so-called PR "experts" 
who convinced corporate 
boardrooms that steering 
marketing and HR policies 
to cater more to the LGBT 
community would fuel sales 
growth.

DEI initiatives and ideas, 
in theory, are touted as 
harmless as the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. But in fact, 
they're quite the opposite. 
Where Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and company 
campaigned for all people 
to not be treated differently 
because of the color of their 
skin, religion, nationality, 
etc. (we should note that 
sexual orientation was not 
included in the Civil Rights 
Act), DEI policies go in the 
opposite direction.

Some of these policies call 
on organizations and indi-
viduals to label potential 
employees and customers 
based on their gender, race, 
and even sexual orientation 
and divide those into groups 
based on the labels, then 
rank those groups based on 
which group has been "his-
torically marginalized" the 
most, and then those in that 
group get preferred treat-
ment at the expense of the 
less marginalized groups.

Of course, a DEI propo-
nent would not describe it 
this way, but this is what is 
happening.

What happened to the 
"blind" application process 
where even the name of the 

applicant was kept from 
the HR manager reviewing 
applications to avoid the 
manager assigning a gender 
or race to the applicant be-
fore making a selection of 
the ones for an interview? 
This was a feature popular 
enough to be built into most 
hiring software programs.

Now, the manager isn't 
just supposed to know the 
name, race, gender, etc. of 
the applicants, but is often 
expected to base a hiring de-
cision on it.

FAA officials were record-
ed in February brainstorm-
ing ways to make flight less 
"white male-dominated."

Does this lead to safer 
skies? If there is anywhere 
where we should be more 
concerned about someone's 
professional competence 
than their race or skin color, 
it's 37,000 feet in the air.

I've only mentioned equal 
treatment for those of dif-
ferent races or genders, or 
other distinctions covered 
in the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 (race, color, religion, 
sex, or national origin). But 
the same concept applies 
to those of different sexual 
orientations or other differ-
ences. The DEI community 
has so many labels to divide 
people into that I can't even 
try to list them here.

All the labeling and pro-
nouning (don't you dare 
mislabel anyone) drive ev-
erything in the opposite di-
rection from what Dr. King 
and many other champions 
of civil rights have preached. 
People are people. There is 
no need to put a stack of 
labels on a person. There is 
no need to fill quotas at an 
organization or hire some-
one because you need an-
other Hispanic woman, or 
white woman, or gay man, 
or white straight man (just 
kidding... no one is trying to 
hire more of those).

People should be consid-
ered for employment or any 
other selective process based 
on their qualifications for 
the job and their character, 
neither of which are appar-
ent from their skin color or 
gender.

Hopefully, more busi-
nesses and organizations 
will soon wake up to the 
DEI delusion and go back to 
treating people like people.

Does the First Amendment Guarantee Free Speech?

Take me to the Fair
I was in Knoxville the 

other day, and I ran by Pet-
ro’s Chili and Chips for a 
quick bite. Petros, for those 
of you who don’t know, are 
glorified versions of what we 
used to call Frito pies, bags 
of Fritos topped with chili. 
Those old enough to remem-
ber the Knoxville World’s 
Fair of 1982 may remember 
that the gaseous concoc-
tions were introduced there 
and were the culinary hit of 
the fair. World’s fairs have 
always been famous for in-
troducing new foods, often 
snack foods, and the Pet-
ro was the Knoxville fair’s 
most famous introduction, 
although the fair also ex-
hibited the first shelf stable 
milk and Coca-Cola’s first 
flavored cola, Cherry Coke.

Some previous world’s 
fairs featured much more 
impressive food innova-
tions, many of which have 
become a part of American 
life.

The Chicago World’s Fair 
of 1893 wasn’t where pop-
corn was invented, as some 
people say (It had been 
around for at least 4,000 
years.), but it was at the Chi-
cago fair where the newly 
invented popcorn wagon 
was showcased. Crowds 
gathered around it to watch 
the corn pop, and of course 
bought popcorn as well, and 
ever since, those machines 
have brought hot popcorn to 

the masses all over America.
   Chili con carne was a 

Southwestern specialty be-
fore the fair, but a Texas chili 
parlor there was so popular it 
ushered in a wave of similar 
chili parlors all across the 
country. As a result, today 
chili con carne is considered 
as American a food as there 
is.

One of the Chicago fair 
goers was Milton Hershey, 
a confectioner from Penn-
sylvania who sold caramels. 
At the fair he was introduced 
to German milk chocolate, 
which lacked the bitterness 
of American chocolate can-
dies at the time, and Hershey 
was so impressed he bought 
the machinery used to make 
it on the spot and had it 
shipped to Pennsylvania 
after the exhibition closed. 
Within seven years, he had 
sold his caramel business to 
concentrate exclusively on 
chocolate candies. The rest 
is history.

One chocolate confection 
is definitely a product of the 
fair, the brownie. Mrs. Ber-
tha Palmer, wife of the owner 
of the Palmer House Hotel, 
had her chef produce a spe-
cial dessert for the women 
who worked at the Women’s 
Building at the fair. “Small 
enough,” she instructed him, 
“to fit into the boxed lunches 
at the women’s pavilion.” He 
came up with the same rec-
ipe Americans use to make 
brownies today.

   Two years before the fair 
opened, William Wrigley 
Jr. arrived in Chicago with 
only $32 in his pocket. First 
a soap salesman, he began 
selling baking soda, and he 
gave chewing gum samples 
as a bonus to his customers. 

Before long, however, they 
were asking to order the 
gum he was giving them in-
stead of baking soda, so he 
decided to create a flavored 
gum he called “Juicy Fruit,” 
just in time for the fair. It 
was a sensation there, and 
again, the rest is history. 

Cracker Jack had been 
around a few years before 
the fair but gained huge pop-
ularity because of it.

Pabst Blue Ribbon beer 
had been sold since the 
1840s by the name of “Pabst 
Best Select” when it won 
the coveted blue ribbon for 
beer at the fair. The com-
pany immediately changed 
the beer’s name, and it soon 
became a popular nationally 
known brand.

Cream of Wheat and Aunt 
Jemima Pancake Flour both 
were introduced at the Chi-
cago World’s Fair, as were 
Vienna Beef hotdogs and 
Shredded Wheat. 

A few years later, the 
1904 St. Louis World’s Fair 
brought Americans their first 
taste of cotton candy, and 
although nut butters were 
already in existence at the 
time, a Missouri farmer sold 
peanut butter at the fair that 
was so popular the Beech-
Nut Company launched the 
first nationwide brand of 
peanut butter later that year 
to phenomenal success.

Jell-O had been invented 
way back in 1845, but no-
body was interested in buy-
ing it for the next 60 years. 
Then the company set up an 
exhibit at the St. Louis fair 
showing how easy it was to 
make Jell-O and gave away 
samples. Sales quadrupled 
as a result.

In 1902, a botanist work-

ing for the American Cereal 
Company, makers of Quak-
er Oats, invented a machine 
that would dehydrate and 
cause grains, specifically 
rice at the time, to expand up 
to eight times, but his com-
pany saw no use for it.

Undeterred, he carried his 
invention, which he fash-
ioned to resemble a cannon, 
to the fair and mesmerized 
crowds there by shooting 
huge volleys of puffed rice 
into a vat every 50 min-
utes. Before the fair was 
over fair goers had bought 
20,000 pounds of caramel-
ized puffed rice at the fair 
and sent home samples. His 
invention revolutionized 
breakfast cereal. Rice Crisp-
ies or Cheerios anyone?

A novelty at the fair was a 
hybridized version of a Flor-
ida fruit known as a pome-
lo. It was very expensive at 
the time, but its price came 
down rapidly during the 
next 20 years as it began to 
be marketed under its new 
name, “grapefruit.”

Iced tea, the ice cream 
cone and hamburgers are 
all said, by some, to have 
been introduced at the 1904 
fair. They weren’t, but were 
served to 20 million fair 
goers during the fair’s six 
month run. Americans’ eat-
ing habits were changed for-
ever as a result.

When we think of his-
tory, we think of wars and 
economic fluctuations and 
major inventions, and they 
are all a part of history, but 
so are the way we live, and 
what we eat.

And world’s fairs have 
had a huge influence on that. 

If you didn’t learn about the 
Bill of Rights in school, you 
had the wrong teacher. All of 
us know – or at least all of us 
should know – that the First 
Amendment protects free 
speech, religious freedom, 
your freedom to associate 
with whomever you please 
and to peaceable assemble in 
public; and it protects your 
right to disagree with your 
government and be heard. 
You may be asking yourself 
why I would ask such an ob-
vious question in the title 
of this column? Free people 
have a right to speak as they 
please, particularly on public 
and/or political matters. But 
the question is perfectly le-
gitimate in our time, today, 
because a serious candidate 
for Vice President of the 
United States said this week 
that we should “push back” 
against those who believe the 
First Amendment is absolute. 
He went on the say, “There’s 
no guarantee to free speech 
on misinformation or hate 
speech, especially around 
our democracy.” This should 

scare the you-know-what out 
of all of us. Whether you are 
a Republican, a Democrat, or 
Independent, the prospect of 
a government agency being 
able to silence you – or worse 
– should rile us all.

Let’s look back at precise-
ly the wording of the First 
Amendment. It says: “Con-
gress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress 
of grievances.” I’ve writ-
ten before that the religious 
clause of the First Amend-
ment was put in there because 
three New England States 
(Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and New Hampshire) had a 
state sponsored church at the 
time the First Amendment 
was adopted and they didn’t 
want Congress butting in to 
tell them what to do. In other 
parts of the country we didn’t 
want the Federal government 
butting in on religion either.

 Let’s now look at 
the speech clause. It says, 
“Congress shall make no 
law. . . abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press”. 
What does that mean? Legal-
ly it means that outside a few 
fairly well defined exceptions 

by the courts, the Federal 
government has no authority 
to silence any citizen or reg-
ulate what a citizen has to 
say, or to post on social me-
dia. From a practical point of 
view it means your views and 
the way you express them are 
your business and your busi-
ness alone. It’s an invitation 
for government to “butt out” 
when you wish to speak or 
write about a topic. You are 
free to believe and express 
that the President is a crook 
or a saint. Here are some of 
the exceptions. The courts 
have recognized that “free 
speech” does not include ob-
scenity, child pornography, 
and fraud. You can’t hide be-
hind the right to a “free press” 
when you are publishing or 
putting abusive pictures of 
children on the Internet or in 
books. Nor can you say mis-
leading and deceptive things 
to potential investors. That’s 
not free speech, it’s fraud. A 
gas station can’t have its fuel 
pumps set to deliver less than 
a gallon of gas and charge you 
for a whole gallon. Other lim-
itations to free speech include 
inciting a riot (“Let’s go down 
to so-and-so’s house and burn 
it down”); or re-publishing a 
book or a song that is copy-
righted unless you have the 
consent the of the original 
writer/singer; or getting peo-
ple trampled in a theater be-

cause you yelled “fire” when 
there was no fire. 

With all these exceptions to 
free speech, what’s the big deal 
in limiting it? The big deal is 
if we allow government itself 
– in other words, the people 
who are in charge at the time 
(Republicans or Democrats) – 
to censor speech it will exer-
cise the power to throttle free 
speech and silence their polit-
ical opponents to stay in pow-
er. This is the very definition 
of tyranny. If you don’t think 
that’s a threat to self-govern-
ment, you should remember 
that the government stopped 
the online discussion about 
the safety and effectiveness of 
COVID-19 shots. How many 
people do you know who took 
all the shots and still got it a 
couple of times? Free speech 
has always been sacrosanct 
in America. You get to speak 
up and people get to decide 
for themselves whether you 
are a fool or a sage. Having 
a government bureaucrat de-
cide what is or is not “truth” 
is not the America we have al-
ways known. I don’t want the 
government to have that au-
thority, and it doesn’t matter 
who’s in charge. Censorship is 
a slippery slope that leads to 
a bad place. I will see you on 
down the trail. 

Watch out for Turtles

The Old Couple cleans their 
house on a Sunday evening. 
The wife usually does it on 
Saturday, but the family was 
over for the August Birthday 
celebration that day. Church is 
on Sunday, and the grandchil-
dren need their church as much 
as the couple does. The three-
year-old loves the singing. Af-
ter church, there was a trip to 
the local Wally World. Neces-
sities were gathered, and toys 
for the tag-a-long grandchil-
dren. By the time the kids are 
dropped off, the afternoon was 
halfway gone. A light lunch 
at the kitchen table. Leftover 
pulled pork, chips and a soft 
drink. The daughter, her thir-
ty-eighth birthday looming on 
the following day, stopped in. 
A pleasant chat. She’d bathed 
the dogs while the couple went 
to church. She’s handy like 
that. The decision after lunch 
made itself. Neither of the 
couple had much energy left, 
so Nap Time beckoned. They 
take their positions in their re-
spective recliners. The Woman 
puts the tv on a show about 

some true-life murder, with 
the volume down low. The Old 
Man dons his noise-cancelling 
headphones to keep out the 
nightmares. Such is the prepa-
ration for the Nap.

It was a good nap for the Old 
Man. He seldom had bad ones. 
The Woman, not so much. She 
seldom had good naps. Unless 
the three-year-old napped with 
her, nestled in her lap. There is 
no better sleep than to sleep in 
the arms of someone who loves 
you unconditionally, and with 
their entire soul. Such is the 
love of a child, and the reason 
their grandparents love them 
the way they do.

The cleaning must be done. 
It›s a fact. There›s no getting 
around it. The Woman›s en-
tire life has told her that. Her 
mother indoctrinated her from 
an early age and cursed her 
with a work ethic that won›t 
allow chores to go undone. 
Put off till a bit later, maybe, 
but not neglected. To the Old 
Man’s dismay, it remains so. 
She cleans, so he cleans, too. 
Because he loves her, mostly. 
Also, because she won’t have it 
any other way.

    They listen to headphones 
and earbuds as they clean. 
Books, mostly. They both love 
novels, though their tastes sel-
dom match. She leans towards 
mystery/romance and him to-

wards westerns/biographies. 
They clean in the silence of the 
rooms, yet with words hum-
ming through their ears and 
minds. They transport into the 
author›s respective universes, 
with only the functional com-
munication of cleaning passing 
between them.

“Did you clean your bath-
room yet?’

“Yes. You can mop.”
    The conversation went 

thus, until the house was clean. 
The dogs newly washed and 
dried blankets are placed in 
their beds, and they apprecia-
tively curl up in them. The Old 
Man gives them one more lov-
ing rub-down and tells them 
good night, and that he loves 
them. They know this, but they 
love to hear it anyway. They 
lay down their heads for the 
night.

    The Old Man sits at the 
dining room table and listens to 
the sounds from down the hall. 
The Woman has finished her 
cleaning long ago, and is now 
ending her evening bathing rit-
ual. The hair dryer humming 
tells him that she is almost 
done. The sound of her audio 
book afterwards tells him that 
she is sitting on the bed, listen-
ing for a stopping point to end 
the evening’s activities. The 
Old Man loves her rituals. She 
has many, but he loves them 

all. They all have purpose and 
a story. She will definitely tell 
him about the practicality of 
each one, if he dares to ques-
tion any. He smiles. He knows 
that she loves to have order in 
her life, and will structure it 
properly if she finds any aspect 
of it lacking form, or reason. 
He loves that she tries to find 
order amid the chaos of life. He 
feels as if he is the opposite. He 
loves to find the chaos amid the 
order. It’s more fun that way, to 
him at least.

    They›re different in so 
many ways. Polar opposites, 
sometimes. Yet, they love each 
other. They care about what 
each other thinks, wants, feels 
and cares about. They’re the 
same in that way. Every day 
they grow older, and their life 
changes in so many ways, yet 
each still feel that way towards 
the other. It must come from 
the soul, this love. Some kinds 
of love need touch. Some need 
intellectual stimulation, and 
even others need conflict. The 
Old Couple just need to clean 
together. That’s called Serenity 
in my book.

    (Serenity: defined as “the 
state of being calm, peaceful, 
and untroubled; the absence of 
mental stress or anxiety.)

    I›m sure glad the Old Cou-
ple found each other.

God bless Y’all.ANSWER: Level: IntermediateANSWER: Level: Beginner ANSWER: Level: Advanced

Congress Must Block Hamas 
Terrorists From Entering 

Our Country
After four years of Biden-

Harris failures, our country is 
set to make an incredible come-
back with Republican control 
of the Senate, the House of 
Representatives, and the White 
House starting in the new year. 
And at the top of our agenda 
will be securing our border, 
deporting illegal aliens, and re-
storing the rule of law.

Until then, though, the 
Biden-Harris open border 
remains a national security 
threat, and Congress should 
waste no time in taking action 
to protect our country.

Since taking office, the 
Biden-Harris administra-
tion has  apprehended  nearly 
400 suspected terrorists at the 
southern border—representing 
a  3,000 percent  increase com-
pared with all four years of the 
first Trump administration—
and  released  nearly 100 aliens 
on the terrorist watch list into 
our country.

Unfortunately, these are just 
the terror suspects we know 
about: Under this administra-
tion, there have been more than 
two million known “gotaways,” 
illegal aliens who have evaded 
apprehension by law enforce-
ment. We do not know who 
these people are, where they 
have come from, or what they 
are doing in our country.

At the same time, border 
agents have apprehended more 
than 1.7 million “special in-
terest aliens” who come from 
countries that pose a national 
security threat to our nation, 
including Iran.

Of course, this is the same 
regime that orchestrated the 
horrific October 7 terrorist at-
tack on Israel that claimed the 
lives of more than 1,200 peo-
ple, including 46 Americans. 
Iran-backed Hamas terrorists 
also took more than 250 people 
hostage, including 12 Ameri-
cans—four of whom remain in 
captivity.

No one connected to these 
barbaric attacks should be al-
lowed in our country. Yet under 
President Biden and Vice Presi-
dent Harris, that risk remains 
high.

Earlier this year, Canada be-
gan issuing  visas to Gazans 
with little to no vetting—mean-
ing aliens with potential ties to 
Hamas could enter our country 
not only from the southern bor-
der but also from our northern 
border. Instead of addressing 
this threat, however, earlier this 
year President Biden  issued 
an executive order  that pre-
vents many illegal aliens from 
Hamas-controlled Gaza from 
being deported.

Make no mistake: Our coun-
try cannot afford two more 
months of this administration’s 
broken immigration policy. In 
the wake of President Trump’s 
election, human traffickers in 
Mexico are  reportedly  urging 
migrants to rush the border 
before President Biden leaves 
office.

To ensure that no migrant 
tied to Hamas and the horrific 

terrorist attack on October 7 is 
allowed to enter our country, 
Senator Rosen and I introduced 
the bipartisan No Immigration 
Benefits for Hamas Terror-
ists Act. Specifically, the bill 
would prohibit any migrant 
who carried out, participated 
in, planned, financed, afforded 
material support to, or other-
wise facilitated in any way the 
attacks perpetrated by Hamas 
against Israel on October 7, 
2023, from being admitted to 
the United States.

The legislation would also 
prohibit any such individual 
from being eligible for any im-
migration benefits.

Earlier this year, this com-
monsense legislation passed 
through the House of Repre-
sentatives with an overwhelm-
ing, bipartisan majority: 422-
2. With the growing threat of 
an illegal immigration surge 
ahead of Inauguration Day, the 
Senate should pass the bill im-
mediately and send it to Presi-
dent Biden’s desk.

SEN. MARSHA BLACKBURN
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1) Brewery equipment
5) Current craze
9) Home run in Idaho?
14) Genesis twin
15) Oath of old
16) Peaceful branch?
17) Little brook
18) Scrabble piece
19) Festive celebrations
20) Three different seats
23) Fixes, as a carnival game
24) Butterfly snare
25) "Friends" female
29) Alone (with "by")
33) Bushed
34) Czech-German river
36) Nero's zero
37) Three different seats
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41) "Caught in the act!"
42) Be upwardly mobile?
43) Cold-water shorebirds
44) Scammed
47) Toastmaster's preparation
48) Fond du _, Wisc.
49) Hope-Crosby's "Road to

II 

51) Three different seats
59) Spinachlike plant
60) Claim to be true
61) Doing nothing
62) "Slowly" in music
63) Snub-nosed dog, briefly
64) Coke, for one
65) Fertile loam
66) Winter vehicle
67) Venetian-blind component
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DOWN 
1) Word of action
2) Large section of an atlas
3) Nursery powder
4) Stew in one's own juices
5) Kind of outlet
6) Curing, in a way
7) Fancy parties
8) Where Adam lived
9) Molasses candy

10) Advisories
11) A Jackson 5 member
12) Entering overtime
13) Conclude one's case
21) Sportscaster Musburger
22) Architect's afterthought
25) Capital near Casablanca
26) Hawaiian greeting
27) Dagger companion
28) "To each_ own"
29) Pastoral woodwind
30) Follow
31) Lavender flower
32) Bones' partner
34) "_ Brockovich"
35) Abbreviated wts.
38) "Fanny" novelist Jong
39) Jelly used in molds
40) '50s campaign button name
45) Chooses by voting
46) Salsa go-with
47) Turned on a pivot
49) Feature of a miter joint
50) "Is this some kind of_?"
51) Laze around
52) Lunchbox treat
53) Barn-topping device
54) Knocks firmly
55) Random muscle movements
56) An object of worship
57) Paella pot
58) Nicely arranged

16th November
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PUBLIC NOTICES & RECORDS

NOTICE TO FURNISHERS
OF LABOR

AND MATERIALS TO:
Traf-Mark Industries, L.L.C.

PROJECT NO.:
R4BVAR-M3-030,                
R4BVAR-M3-031

CONTRACT NO.: CNX062
COUNTY: Lake

The Tennessee Department of 
Transportation is about to make 
final settlement with the contractor 
for construction of the above num-
bered project. All persons wishing 
to file claims pursuant to Section 
54-5-122, T.C.A. must file same 
with the Director of Construction, 
Tennessee Department of Trans-
portation, Suite 700 James K. 
Polk Bldg., Nashville, Tennessee 
37243-0326, on or before 1/3/2025.

Lake County General Sessions Court

Lake County General Sessions Court

11-07-24
Arraignment

Aaron Bartlett – possession of weapon 
– convicted felon – public defender ap-
pointed, administrative attorney fee $50.00, 
bond $5,000, keep in contact with lawyer, 
bond condition can’t have firearm

Steve Bell – public intoxication – trial 12-
09-24, public defender appointed, adminis-
trative attorney fee $100.00

Marshal Benthal – thef of merchandise 
up to $1,000 – public defender appointed 
on this case as well, bond $7,500 – app 11-
14-24

Vickie Clark – domestic assault – physi-
cal contact – Johnny Warren appointed, 
administrative attorney fee $50.00, app 12-
09-24

Devin Davis – failure to appear – dis-
missed

Daniel Flowers – criminal trespass, van-
dalism up to $1,000, burglary – other than 
habitation – public defender appointed, 
administrative attorney fee $50.00, bond 

$7,500, keep in contact with lawyer, poss 
unlaw drug paraphernalia uses & activities, 
meth – mfg, del, sell, poss with intent – app 
11-14-24

Tara Lyons – aggravated assault – public 
defender appointed, administrative attorney 
fee $50.00, bond $3,500, reset 11-14-24, no 
contact with victim, keep in contact with 
lawyer

Jeremiah Marquis Williams – speeding 
55/73, financial responsibility law, driving 
unregistered vehicle on hwy – reset 12-05-
24

Appearance 
Lucas Baltezor – dui first offense – bond 

$1,500, reset 12-05-24

Shaun Chamberlain – vandalism up to 
$1,000 – bond $1,000, nolle pros

Jerry Wayne Cole – driving while license 
suspended – 12-09-24, theft up to $1,000 – 
bond $2,000 – public defender appointed, 
administrative attorney fee $50.00, appear-
ance 12-09-24

Devin Davis – driving while license sus-
pended – dismiss

Jeffery Doyle – public intoxication – reset 
12-05-24

Daniel Flowers – criminal trespass – 11-
14-24

Shane Keenum – driving without license 
– reset 12-05-24

Kabrian Kimble – poss unlaw drug para-
phernalia uses & activities – prelim 11-18-
24

Pamela Rooks – domestic assault – guilty 
plee, 11/29 to time served, no contact with 
victim, no contess, waive all cost

Joneisha Lasha Warren – speeding 55/72

Payment Status
Jerry Wayne Cole – domestic assault, con-

tempt of court, probation violation – 12-09-
24

Jeffrey Doyle – public intoxication – reset 
12-05-24

Daniel Flowers – theft of merchandise – 
shoplifting, contempt of court, worthless 
checks – 11-14-24

Tracie Forrest – fraud use credit/debit 
card – illeg poss, theft up to $1,000 – bond 
$2,000, reset 12-09-24

Clifford Gooch – driving while license 
revoked, poss unlaw drug paraphernalia 
uses & activities, meth: possess or casual ex-
change – reset 12-05-24, public defender ap-
pointed, administrative attorney fee $50.00

Monica Hernandez – poss unlaw drug 
paraphernalia uses & activities – reset 11-
14-24

Gregory Xavion Gross – cruelty to ani-
mals – reset 12-09-24

Cletus Ward – dui first offense, implied 
consent- enhancement only, open container

Traffic Hearing 
Jerry Wayne Cole – speeding 55/75 – 12-

09-24

Hearing 
Robert Woods – dui first offense – guilty 

plee 11-29 to 48 hrs, $350.00 fine/cost, sur-
render drivers license, app 12-09-24

11-14-24
Arraignment

Charlotte Allen – theft 
up to $1,000 – 12-02-24

Kenneth Boyd – child 
abuse/neglect/endanger-
ment 8 years or less, public 
intoxication – retain coun-
sel, bond $10,000 – ap-
pearance 01-13-25

Amarion Giles – solicit-
ing sexual exploitation of 

a minor, residential and 
work restrictions – public 
defender appointed, ad-
ministrative attorney fee 
$50.00, bond $100,000, 
appearance 11-21-24

Christopher Lawrence – 
domestic assault - $1,000 
bond, continue 6 months / 
no violent contact/cost 05-
15-25 dismissed

Gary Peete – assault – 
physical contact – 12-02-

24
John Paul Russell – driv-

ing while license revoked – 
12-12-24

Larry J. Smith – driving 
while license revoked – 
bond $1,000, 12-16-24

Appearance
Marshall Benthal – 

theft of merchandise up to 
$1,000, burglary  - other 
than habitat or non public 
building, criminal tres-
pass, public intoxication 
- $7,500 bond, criminal 
trespass – bond $5,000 – 
preliminary 11-21-24

Cindy Kay Dillard – 
fraud use credit/debit card 
– illeg poss – bond $1,500 
– appearance 12-15-24

Daniel Flowers – crimi-
nal trespass, vandalism up 
to $1,000, burglary other 
than habitation, poss un-
law drug paraphernalia 
uses & activities, meth: 
mfg, del, sell, poss with 
intent – Johnny Warren 
appointed, administrative 
attorney fee $50.00, app 
11-18-24

Cassheus Unyea Giles – 
failure to appear – 11/29 to 
time served

Scotty Joe Hale – reg-
istration expired, driving 
while license suspended, 
failure to appear – 12-19-
24 – driving while license 
revoked, dui first offense, 
implied consent – en-
hancement only – trial 12-
19-24

Tomara Dai Hockett – 
driving while license sus-
pended – 11-18-24

Bobby Jackson – fraud 
use of credit/debit card – 
illeg poss – 11/29 to time 
served, restitution $6.87 – 
12-12-24

Katherine L. Jones – 
simple possession/casual 
exchange, contempt of 
court – 12-12-24

Amanda Kirk Capps – 
theft of merchandise up to 

$1,000  - public defender 
appointed, administrative 
attorney fee $50.00, ap-
pearance 12-16-24

Micah Lanier – simple 
poss/casual exchange – 
11/29 to 30 days, no fine/
cost, poss unlaw drug par-
aphernalia uses & activi-
ties – dismissed, schedule 
IVdrugs: mfg, del, sell, 
poss – dismissed – bond 
$3,500 – domestic assault 
– bond $2,000 – dismissed

James Lewis – dui first 
offense, driving while li-
cense revoked -  prelim 01-
09-25

Tara Lyons – aggravated 
assault – 11-18-24

Bridgett Michelle Shaf-
fer – driving without li-
cense, financial respon-
sibility law, registration 
expired – show cause 12-
02-24

Alyssa D. Slaughter 
– disorderly conduct - 
$500.00 – dismissed

Payment Status
Jamarion Abbott – theft 

up to $1,000 -11-21-24
Patrick Benoit – fail-

ure to appear – mmp.ccr 
$45.00, driving while li-
cense revoked 2nd or sub-
sequent, evading arrest 
flight – vehicle – payment 
status 12-16-24

Jacob C. Cambell – 
simple poss/casual ex-
change, contempt of court 
– dismissed, $1,500 bond, 
mmp,ccr $50.00, dui first 
offense, contempt of court 
– payment status 12-19-24

Daniel Flowers – worth-
less checks – up to $1,000, 
theft of merchandise – 
shoplifting, contempt of 
court – 11-18-24

Cassheus Unyea Giles 
– assault – bodily injury – 
bond $1,000 – 12-12-24

Monica Hernandez – 
poss unlaw drug parapher-
nalia uses & activities – 
public defender appointed 

– VOP # 1 – 12-16-24
Charles Higgins – as-

sault – bodily injury, ag-
gravated assault, contempt 
of court – forfeited cash 
bond

Lavita Johnson – dui 
first offense, implied con-
sent – enhancement only, 
drivers to exercise due care 
– 12-16-24

Katherine L. Jones – 
worthless checks up to 
$1,000 – all payments to 
go to this case – 12-12-24 
– meth: mfg, del, sell, poss 
with intent, poss unlaw 
drug paraphernalia uses & 
activities – 12-12-24

Jerry Kimmons – poss 
unlaw drug paraphernalia 
uses & activities, harass-
ment, assault – bodily in-
jury, meth: mfg, del, sell, 
poss with intent – payment 
status 12-16-24

William Woodrow Kol-
wyck – simple poss/casual 
exchange, contempt of 
court, simple poss/casual 
exchange – suspend sen-
tence/waive cost

Christopher Lawrence 
– simple poss/casual ex-
change – 01-06-25

Jon Bailey Marvin – dui 
first offense, possession 
of handgun while under 
influence, schedule VI 
drugs: mfg, del, sell, poss 
– possess firearm intent 
to go armed – dangerous 
felony

David Mobley – finan-
cial responsibility law, 
driving without license, 
leave scene of accident – 
property damage – pay-
ment status 12-12-24 – all 
payments goes to this case, 
theft up to $1,000, con-
tempt of court, public in-
toxication – 12-12-24

Thomas Quillions – 
meth: mfg, del, sell, poss 
with intent – 12-16-24

James Ramsey Jr. – sim-
ple poss/casual exchange

Jeffery O. Rice – com-

munity supervision viola-
tion, contempt of court x 2

Roger Staggs – domestic 
assault, contempt of court, 
probation violation – 01-
13-25

Courtney Ayla McNeal 
Wiggins – simple poss/
casual exchange – reset 11-
18-24

Nicholas Willoughby 
– schedule II drugs: mfg, 
del, sell, poss, contempt of 
court

Status
Daniel Flowers – crimi-

nal trespass – 11-18-24
Tymeisha Holcomb 

McKinnis – assault physi-
cal contact – bond $1,000 
– show cause 12-02-24

Lori Nugent – assault – 
physical contact - $1,000 
bond

Nicholas Willoughby 
– evading arrest, simple 
poss/casual exchange, poss 
unlaw drug paraphernalia 
uses & activities

Show Cause
Sasha Decker – simple 

poss/casual exchange – 
show cause 12-02-24

Justin Peterson – domes-
tic assault – reset 12-02-24

Traffic Hearing
Scotty J Hale – financial 

responsibility law, driving 
on roadways laned for traf-
fic – 12-19-24

James Lewis – light law 
– motor vehicle – bond 
$1,500

Hearing
Cassheus Unyea Giles – 

driving while license sus-
pended – 6 months to time 
served - $50.00 fine/cost – 
12-02-24

Jimmy Lee Hurst – dui 
first offense, implied con-
sent – enhancement only 
- $3,000 bond, mmp.ccr 
$50.00 – 12-16-24

Public Notices
Meeting Notice

The monthly meeting of the Board of Directors for the 
Reelfoot Lake Regional Utility and Planning District will 
be held on Tuesday, November 26, 2024 at 4:30 P.M. at 
the District’s office located at 5465 W Hwy 22, Hornbeak, 
TN 38232.

11/20

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

BEFORE AFTER

+

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR
FFRREEEE  IINNSSPPEECCTTIIOONN  NNOOWW!!  11--885555--556688--33997733

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!1

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 
344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 

262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 
069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Say “NO” to Cleaning 
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home 
With LeafFilter.

1-855-568-3973CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

Senior Living · Rehabilitation

An affiliate of American Health Communities

Office: 731.286.1221
Fax: 731.285.3886

1990 Parr Avenue
Dyersburg, TN 38024

2066 Hwy 45 By-Pass · Trenton, TN 38382
Trenton · Jackson · Dyersburg

4255 CATES LANDING RD N.
TIPTONVILLE, TN

So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you; 
I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand.

~Isaiah 41:10

Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways 
submit to Him, and He will make 
your paths straight.

~Proverbs 3:5-6

Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.

~Philippians 4:6

"For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future."

~Jeremiah 29:11

For I am not ashamed of the Gospel 
of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, 
for the Jew first, and also for the 
Greek.

~Romans 1:16

For whatever things were written 
before were written for our learning, 
that we through the patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope

~Romans 15:4

This Devotional & Directory is 
made possible by these businesses 
who encourage all of us to attend 

worship services.

BAPTIST
CALVARY INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
6665 Push Rd. Hornbeak, 538-
3508
COTTONWOOD BAPTIST
125 Gratia Rd. Ridgely, 731-264-
9023
COTTONWOOD GROVE BAPTIST
2980 State Rt. 79 Ridgely
FIRST BAPTIST
300 S. Main St. Ridgely, 264-5972
FIRST BAPTIST
699 Church St. Tiptonville, 253-
7617
LAKEVIEW BAPTIST
130 Wagon Wheel Loop 
Tiptonville, 538-4129
RIDGELY CHAPEL BAPTIST
552 Bishop St. Ridgely, 264-9431
RIDGELY CHAPEL BAPTIST
523 Walker St. Ridgely, 264-0431
ST. JOHN #3
908 Lake St. Tiptonville
ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST
508 Cedar St. Tiptonville, 253-
7264
WILLINGHAM MEMORIAL 
BAPTIST
435 Madie Thompson Rd. Ridgely
WYNNBURG BAPTIST
95 Wynnburg Bluebank Rd. 
Wynnburg, 253-7237

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 Cedar St.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
515 Church St. Tiptonville, 253-
6895
CHURCH OF CHRIST BURRUS 
CHAPEL
Keefe Community
CHURCH OF CHRIST RIDGELY
429 Lake St. Ridgely, 264-5813
JONES CHAPEL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
Hwy. 22 N. Tiptonville

CHURCH OF GOD
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH OF GOD 
OF PROPHECY
312 Church St. Ridgely, 731-676-
8621

METHODIST
CROCKETT CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST
3695 Wynnburg-Bluebank Rd. 
Tiptonville
FIRST UNITED METHODIST
536 Church St. Tiptonville, 253-
7414
RIDGELY FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST
120 S. Churchill St. Ridgely, 264-
5013
ROCK OF AGES CME.
824 Lake St. Tiptonville, 253-8134
UNITED METHODIST
120 S. Church St. Ridgely, 264-
5013

PENTECOSTAL
FIRST PENTECOSTAL
308 Lake St. Ridgely

PRESBYTERIAN
TIPTONVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
719 Church St.

OTHER
ABUNDANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP
835 Tank Two Rd. Ridgely, 264-
5166
IMPACT WORSHIP CHURCH
323 Church St. Tiptonville
LIVING WORD CHURCH
252 N. Main St. Hornbeak
NORTHLAKE CHURCH
165 Keystone Dr. Tiptonville, 731-
592-8164 
SOLOMON CHAPEL
3275 Tiptonville/Ridgely Rd. 
Tiptonville

McNeely Motors LLC
501 Harrell Ave. Dyersburg, TN

731-445-2013
McNeelyMotors.com

Thomas McNeely – McNeelyMotors@gmail.com

BUY HERE – PAY HEREBU
Y 

HE
RE

 –
 P
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ER
E

NO CREDIT CHECKS!! WE GET YOU ROLLIN’

NO CREDIT CHECKS!! WE GET YOU ROLLIN’

Dyersburg, TN

Advertise in the local ChurchDirectory for only $16 per week!Call or email us today.(731) 253-6666info@richardsonmediagroup.net



Nevaeh Grandi
LCHS FFA President

On October 22-26, Lake County 
FFA had the honor of attending 
the National FFA Convention in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. We would 
like to tell ya’ll a little about our 
thrilling experience. When we 
arrived, you could already feel the 
welcoming presence of the 70,000 
FFA members from all 50 states! We 

were introduced to so many people, 
new things, and exciting experiences. 
We got to learn more about our AG 
community and the people within 
it. We all came together as one big 
farming family and learned more 
than we could've imagined. 

We learned lessons and made 
changes, but overall Nationals was 
one of the best ways to bring us as 
FFA members together. I just want to 
say how thankful we are to have been 

able to go and would like to share one 
of our member’s words of their time 
there. 

Symphanie- "I had a fantastic 
experience! It was very inspiring 
for me and I can't wait to be able 
to connect to more people! The 
scavenger hunts were amazing and 
it helped me connect to people. This 
experience gave me more useful 
ideas and hopefully we'll be able to 
experience this again."

Gentri Beal
LCHS Reporter

On Friday, November 8, 
our Lake County High School 
Agriculture classes enjoyed 
a visit from two FFA State 
Officers. The State Officers 
also attended the November 
Chapter FFA meeting. 
They left the students with 
immeasurable motivation and 
inspiration. A huge thank you 
to Shelbi Wallace and Sarah 
Ault for their lasting impact 
on our students!

PAGE 8A | THE LAKE COUNTY BANNER� WEDNESDAY | NOVEMBER 20, 2024

SPORTS & EDUCATION

You are invited to The Celebration at the Ryman: FHU’s 60th 
Benefit Dinner! Join us Thursday, January 16, 2025, for 
an unforgettable performance by award-winning country 
group Shenandoah and a conversation and short acoustic set 
from a legendary country star. 

Because of you, students’ lives can be changed. Your 
generosity, along with others who have supported the FHU 
Benefit Dinner, can help fund scholarships for thousands of 
students and add to the $34 million that has been raised 
during the past 60 years.

Learn more at fhu.edu/benefitdinner,
or call 800-FHU-FHU1, ext 6017.

Scan the QR code to purchase tickets!

All day Saturday, people 
asked me who I thought 
would win the Tennessee-
Georgia game. The line 
was 9.5 points.

I said I thought Georgia 
would cover. 

It did.
Georgia did more than 

that. Yes, Georgia cov-
ered, but it also demon-
strated that Tennessee 
still isn’t ready for prime 
time. When the lights were 
brightest and the stakes 
were the highest, Tennes-
see folded like laundry. 
Georgia’s quarterback 
Carson Beck struggled 
the week before against 
Ole Miss. Its top running 
back, Trevor Etienne, was 
out of the lineup. Geor-
gia’s offensive line was so 
porous against Ole Miss, 
one could have strained 
spaghetti noodles with it.

This was a prime op-
portunity for Tennessee to 
showcase itself as one of 
the elite college programs. 

Instead, we learned that 
Tennessee wasn’t ready to 
emerge as a contender.

Yes, the Vols got off to a 
good start and took a 10-0 
lead. Once Georgia bled 
out its adrenaline, it got in 
a rhythm and slowly took 
over the game. The stum-
bling, bumbling Bulldogs 
of last week emerged Sat-
urday as an unflappable 
team that did what it want-
ed to do against the Vols’ 
allegedly stellar defense.

I think Tennessee coach 
Josh Heupel has sent out 
a search party to look for 
the supposedly dominant 
Vol defense.

For the eighth straight 
time, Georgia has bested 
Tennessee. This is not a 
rivalry, not when you lose 
eight straight to an oppo-
nent.

This is par for the 

course. Tennessee is not a 
good SEC road team. Go 
back to Heupel’s first year. 
The Vols had a shot at win-
ning the SEC East but was 
blown out by South Caroli-
na in Columbia. Last year, 
Tennessee folded against a 
weak, struggling Florida 
team in Gainesville. This 
year, the Vols suffered a 
loss at average Arkansas 
and tonight bowed to an 
injury-riddled Georgia 
team with numerous of-
fensive questions.

Georgia found its de-
fense and rallied to take 
the lead. Carson Beck 
looked like Tom Brady the 
way he directed this of-
fense. The Bulldogs didn’t 
turn the ball over, made 
the big plays and, as Gen. 
Neyland suggested long 
ago, when the breaks went 
against them, they put on 
more steam.

Tennessee had bad 
penalties at inopportune 
times. Vol quarterback 
Nico Iamaleava is still in-
consistent when throwing 
the deep ball. And when 
he did make a nice com-
pletion, it was called back 
because of a penalty.

Okay, let’s be honest, 
Tennessee wasn’t just hor-
rible. It did a lot of good 
things…just not enough 
of them. Tennessee moved 
effectively on the ground, 
but when you become a 
unidimensional team, you 
rip a lot of pages out of 
your playbook. The Vols 
ran well but was very in-
consistent through the air. 

Meanwhile, Georgia’s 
line, which had more 
holes in it than an Iraqi 
tank against Ole Miss, 
kept Beck upright for the 
most part. He could have 
smoked a cigar, done his 
homework, then thrown 
the football as much time 
as he had. The vaunted 
Tennessee pass rush was 
AWOL. I might have sug-
gested to Tennessee de-
fensive coordinator Tim 
Banks that his unit buy 
tickets, go through the 
turnstiles and become 

spectators. As a result, 
Beck was able to pick 
apart the Vol secondary 
as if UT’s defense wasn’t 
there. Yes, the defense 
made a few big plays…
just not enough of them. 
Beck made a few key 
plays…quite a few of 
them.

This Georgia offensive 
line, which looked defi-
cient against Ole Miss, 
came to life when Tennes-
see showed up. It seems 
the Vols have a knack for 
that kind of thing. They 
make the mediocre look 
like All-Americans.

Sadly, the pundits don’t 
fancy Tennessee. If Ten-
nessee was ranked No 
2. and unbeaten, a loss 
might have dumped it out 
of the Top 10. With two 
losses, the pundits all day 
Saturday were trumpet-
ing that Ole Miss, Geor-
gia and Alabama still 
have chances to get to the 
SEC title game. The Vols, 
who were ranked higher 
than those three, were not 
favored to qualify, ac-
cording to the panelists 
and talking heads.

Tennessee needs to be 
doing it better than the 
other guy to eliminate 
the doubters. I figured 
that Georgia would cover 
the spread tonight. I was 
right. But I was just go-
ing by history, which has 
a way of repeating.

Tennessee is making 
progress, though. A year 
ago, the Vols would have 
been four-touchdown 
dogs and navigating 
through a 7-5 season. I 
think the Vols can learn 
from this setback.

Yes, this loss was re-
vealing, but Tennessee is 
making progress. Just not 
as fast as people would 
like.

Jim Steele is a corre-
spondent for Richardson 
Media Group and can be 
reached on X @steele-
sports or via email at 
pressbox1@gmail.com.

Tennessee D takes the night off

tnAchieves is proud to 
share the fall 2024 report 
from College Promise titled 
Preparing Tennessee Students 
for College, Career, and the 
Future. 

Tennessee has been a 
longtime leader in higher 
education policy innovation 
and implementation, with 
the most well-known being 
the Tennessee Promise. The 
scholarship offers every 
Tennessee high school 
senior the opportunity to go 
to community or technical 
college tuition and mandatory 
fee free. As a partnering 
organization to the Tennessee 
Promise, tnAchieves serves 
more than 90 percent of high 
school seniors in the state. 

“A quality education can 
change the trajectory of a 
student’s life, and Tennessee 
Promise is focused on 
ensuring students seeking 
a post-secondary education 
earn a meaningful credential,” 
said Governor Bill Lee. “By 
providing every high school 
graduate with the opportunity 
to attend college tuition-
free, we are creating greater 
opportunity and outcomes for 
Tennessee’s most vulnerable 
students while helping our 
state meet its workforce 
goals.”

Beyond the Tennessee 
Promise program, tnAchieves 
continues to innovate ways to 
support students. tnAchieves 
builds and executes student-
focused programming 
that enrolls students in 
postsecondary education and 
provides critical support to 
at-risk students improving 
their chances at completing 
a credential or degree before 
pursuing meaningful careers 
in Tennessee.

“tnAchieves has considered 
itself the engine behind the 
TN Promise for more than 
a decade,” said tnAchieves 

President and CEO Krissy 
DeAlejandro. “We know that 
it takes more than eliminating 
the funding barrier to ensure 
increased college enrollment 
and completion.  tnAchieves is 
more than college access and 
success.  It is a holistic career 
pathways model focused on 
building Tennessee’s future 
workforce.”

In this report College 
Promise explains how 
tnAchieves is using a 
statewide model to transform 
the way Tennesseans think 
about college and better 
prepare students for success 
after high school. 

Highlights include:
• �An explanation of how 

tnAchieves crafted and 
implemented a statewide 
proactive coaching model 
alongside emergency 
aid funding. Results of 
this program show that 
participants are 6X more 
likely to graduate from 
college than their peers.

• �The value of community 
partnerships, and 
tnAchieves’ model for 
conceptualizing, piloting, 
studying, and scaling 
programs.

• �tnAchieves’ willingness 
to share their findings. 
The landmark TN 
Promise program has 
given tnAchieves the 
opportunity to inspire 
the development of more 
than 430 different Promise 
program programs in all 
50 states.

To read the full report, you 
can find that here. You can 
also learn more in today’s 
Forbes article here.

tnAchieves is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit. Any interview 
requests or questions can be 
directed to Rebecca Franklin 
at Rebecca@tnAchieves.
org or (865) 748-7767.

tnAchieves Leading the 
Way to Prepare Students for 

College and Beyond

State FFA Leaders Engage with LCHS 
Agriculture Classes and Chapter

Growing Together: 
Lake County FFA Reflects 

on Nationals in Indianapolis

People attending our November FFA Meeting

INTRODUCTION: FFA student Hope Bumpus (right) introduced the State Officers 
to our bunny, Bob.


