
January
Mia Sumara is youth recipient 

of the 2023 Governor’s Volunteer 
Stars Award…..U.S. Senator Mar-
sha Blackburn visits the county…..
Bobby Joe Evans is first baby of 
the year…..Winter storm strikes 
the area with snow and single digit 
cold.

February
The Lake County Banner cel-

ebrates 100 year anniversary and 
is recognized by the Tennessee De-
partment of Economic and Commu-
nity Development…..20th annual 
Eagle Fest held at Reelfoot Lake…..
Lake County High School Honor 
Band students selected….Boyette’s 
Dining Room honored as one of 
state’s oldest continuously oper-
ated businesses……Grain silos at 
Tiptonville chosen for a University 
of Tennessee logo mural…..Lake 
County High School teachers of the 
year are Crystal Prince and Green 
Apple Winner Aaron Evans.  Lara 
Kendall teacher of the year is Shan-
non Holder and Green Apple Win-
ner Caton Barker.  Margaret New-
ton teacher of the year was Sandy 
Wilson and Green Apple Winner 
Misty Mitchell….. Alexia Sanders 
scores 34 on her ACT.

March
The Tennessee 4-H Congress 

in Nashville hosted Lake County 
High students Shatravis Graves, 
Mia Claire Hearn, Mailee Hicks, 
Ka’Devon Gross, Neil Leinweber, 
Nigel Clark, Kaydence Kimble and 
McKensi Hays……..LCHS wins 
the Anne Dallas Dudley Award for 
85% voter registration….Hunter 
Short named Lake County Falcon 
varsity football coach….A new wa-
ter tower near the planned Sinova 

plant north of Tiptonville near 
complete….Tiptonville mayor Cliff 
Berry Jr., was among the Missis-
sippi River towns and cities mayors 
who met in Washington, D.C. with 
Senator Marsha Blackburn…The 
Strand Theater in Tiptonville an-
nounces plans to reopen with first 
run movies after decades of being 
closed…..A solar eclipse is set to 
come through area with most cover-
age in the Madrid Bend area.

April
Lake County High School FFA 

begins work on vineyards and 
planting plants ... .Students and the 
public enjoy viewing the eclipse in 
this area…..Longtime Ridgely city 
employee Jackie Howell is honored 
for over 40 years of service….Tor-
nado sirens to be tested in April, 
May and June.

May
Top ten in each respective class 

at Lake County High School an-
nounced…….Tucker Rivers of 
Tiptonville received the AFROTC 
Academic Honors Award……Team 
4 Success holds gala……A Farm-
ers’ Market is planned for the Lake 
County Motor building…..Two mild 
earthquakes shake Ridgely….Jason 
Hedgepath is the Creative Writing 
Delegate from Lake County High 
for Gibson Electric Membership 
Corporation….Tiptonville breaks 
ground on a new Healthy Place at 
Quake Lake Park.

June
Nell Bennett celebrates 100th 

birthday………An intense summer 
storm blows through the Upper Blue 
Basin area doing heavy damage in 
the Grays’ Camp community….
Lake County is included in a $3.1 
million grant for local broadband 
infrastructure according to State 
Rep. Rusty Grills….Jason Lindsey 
presents his “Hooked on Science” 
program at Margaret Newton…..
The Banner is under new ownership 
after transition from Magic Valley 
Publishing to Richardson Media 
Group….Reelfoot Lake State Park 
gets first EV recharging station…..
Charlie Jo Archie joins the Lake 
County Ag Extension as the new 
ANR Agent.

July
A side-by-side ATV stolen from 

the TVA construction site in Tip-
tonville is discovered burned in 
the town…..Work begins on the 
Freedom Mural on the grain silos 
at Tiptonville…..Lake County un-
employment up slightly but still un-
der 5%......Logan Naifeh and Amber 
Caldwell win annual Reelfoot Lake 
Catfish Tournament with a catch 
totalling 53.7 pounds….Ridgely 
brothers Jon Nick and Brandon 
Hutcheson are finalists for the Roll-
ing Stone’s America’s Next Top Hit-
maker Competition……Lake Coun-
ty Schools awarded $50,000 Farm 
to School Grant……A massive so-
lar energy project is underway just 
north of Ridgely……A reception is 
planned for the retirement of Ridge-
ly Chief of Police Terry Pierce…….
Cameron Hays off to Florida with 
Dream Factory…..Early voting 
down 27% over the same time in 
previous election.

August
Jason Tubbs named new Ridgely 

Chief of Police…..Winners in the 
Lake County Road Commissioner 
races were Emily Bargery and 
Thomas Watts in Number Three, 
Cliff Berry Jr. and James Hyde in 
District Two, and Cliff Berry Sr. and 
Lori Ann Dean in Number One…..
Rusty Grills breezes to the State 
Rep. Republican nomination in pri-
mary…..The amazing Freedom Silo 
is nearing completion…….Work 
begins on resurfacing of SR 22 be-
tween Union City and Samburg.

September
A black bear is spotted near Sam-

burg with numerous sightings in 
Western Obion County…..Officers 
of the Judicial Drug Task Force 
make a drug bust on LeDuke Street 
in Tiptonville….The Lake County 
community rallies around Claire 
Hopper during cancer battle…..A 
new recreation park is underway 
in Tiptonville….Reelfoot Lake set 
to celebrate annual Arts and Crafts 
Festival….. Ridgely Senior Center 
receives emergency supplies.

October
Lake County has the sixth high-

est unemployment rate in the 
state……TBI announces it is re-
opening the unsolved murder case 
of Herman Gray who was killed 24 
years ago….Jenn Best is announced 
as director of the Ridgely Public Li-
brary…..Perfect weather helps Arts 
and Crafts Festival draw tens of 
thousands of visitors….Callmakes 
and Collectors gather at Reelfoot 
Lake….Ridgely CAP delivers aid 
to flood victims in the devastated 
area of East Tennessee….Jackson 
Hopper charged with murder after 
shooting his former girlfriend at 
Shelby Farms in Memphis…Spe-
cial Ops Event held at Lake County 
Middle School….A pair of teens 
charged with armed robbery follow-
ing an incident in Ridgely.

November
Trump carries Tennessee in a 

landslide including once staunchly-
Democratic Lake County…..The 
new BlueCross Healthy Care Place 
recreational park is opened in Tip-
tonville….30 maximum security in-
mates from Northwest Corrections 
Complex made a court appearance 
at the Lake County Courthouse 
under some of the tightest security 
seen here in years……Two injured 
in a crash on Old Highway 78 just 
north of Wynnburg…New tornado 
and flood sirens installed for great 
safety on Reelfoot Lake……The 
late Larry Bennett receives a trib-
ute at the always popular Hee Haw 
show at Bogota.

December
Ridgely Senior Center spotlights 

the lives of Joe Lavenue and Os-
car Reynolds….A safety course on 
grain bin rescues takes place at the 
Sumara Farms in Wynnburg……
Audit problems linger in county 
audit report…..Ryan Mills and Pay-
ton Lebo are Ridgely Firemen of 
the Year…..Sinova Global factory 
under construction north of Tipton-
ville announces a five month delay 
in construction……Tiptonville and 
Ridgely both hold annual Christ-
mas parades…….Dwayne Haggard 
delights hundreds of Santa’s helpers 
at parades and parties…..CAP near 
Ridgely has expanded its inventory 
with a variety of farm and home 
products.
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Seeking First 
Baby of 2025
The Lake County Banner 
is seeking the first baby 
of 2025 born with a Lake 
County address.
Please advise of the first 
birth this year by calling 731-
253-6666.

Lake County 
Banner Invites 
Submissions for 
“Babies of 2024” 
Special Section
Proud parents, grandparents, 
aunts, and uncles are invited 
to celebrate their newest 
family members in the Lake 
County Banner’s special 
Babies of 2024 section, set 
to publish on Jan. 29.
For just $10, families can 
feature their baby born 
in 2024 in this cherished 
annual edition. Additionally, 
all submissions will be 
entered into a drawing for a 
gift basket and cash prize to 
kickstart a savings fund for 
their little one.
The submission deadline is 
Wednesday, Jan. 22.
To participate, families must 
complete a submission form, 
include a baby photo, and 
provide payment. Forms can 
be mailed or dropped off at:
Lake County Banner
315 Church St.
Tiptonville, TN 38079
Alternatively, submissions 
(including the form 
and photo) can be 
emailed to lcbanner@
richardsonmediagroup.net.
For more information, call 
(731) 253-6666. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to celebrate 
the newest members of our 
community!

2024 Year in Review

Lake 
County 

was Carter 
Country 
In two 

presidential 
elections

EVAN JONES

In the 1976 and 1980 
Presidential elections, Lake 
County was Jimmy Carter 
country and they left no doubt 
about it.

This week and next the 
country is mourning the death 
of the country’s longest living 
President after his death on 
December 29, 2024 at age 100.  
His state funeral is set for 
Washington D.C. on January 9.

Lake County joined 
Tennessee in 1976 in voting 
overwhelmingly for Carter 
against incumbent Gerald Ford 
giving him a nearly four to one 
margin of 1,976,591.  Tennessee 
also stayed with what was then–
the “Solid South” by voting for 
the Democrat 55.99% to 42.24% 
over Republican Ford.

Lake County was one of 
Tennessee’s most reliably 
Democratic counties for 
decades and that changed only 
slightly by the time Ronald 
Reagan swept into the White 
House in 1980.

That year, Carter won Lake 
County with 1,718 votes to 
823 for Reagan.  Statewide, 
Tennessee joined the landslide 
for Reagan but only by the 
slimmest of margins, 4,710 
votes out of more than 1.5 
million cast.

Tennessee was won by former 
California Governor Ronald 
Reagan (R) by a very slim 
margin of 0.29% and a margin 
of just 4,710 votes,[1] partly 
because of President Jimmy 
Carter's southern roots. Amidst 
a national Republican landslide, 
Tennessee weighed in as 9.5 
points more Democratic than 
the nation at-large, and Carter's 
48.41% vote share has not been 
exceeded by any Democrat 
since (Bill Clinton would go on 
to carry the state with smaller 
pluralities in 1992 and 1996). 
Carter's strong performance 
given the national environment 
stands as a relative anomaly 
in Tennessee's recent electoral 
history; had he carried the 
state, it would have marked 
the only time since 1924 that 
a Republican was elected 
president without winning 
Tennessee.

The pendulum swung slowly 
toward the Republican Party 
in Lake County.  In 1998 while 
Gov. Don Sundquist won 93 or 
95 counties, Lake County and 
Van Buren counties were the 
only two to vote for John Jay 
Hooker.

However, by 2016 and 2020, 
Lake County had joined the 
rest of the state in voting for 
Republican Donald J. Trump in 
a local landslide.

FORMER PRESIDENT 
JIMMY CARTER.

FRIGID REELFOOT — Temperatures dipped into the mid-twenties with twenty mile-per-hour winds Monday 
morning creating these ice sculptures at Reelfoot Lake.  Reelfoot Lake State Park has bank protection projects 
underway at both Bluebank and the former Kiwanis areas.  Lake County missed the snow and ice that hit northern 
Kentucky and Missouri but temps in the teens made for a cold week here.—Photo by Evan Jones
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SPREADING CHRISTMAS CHEER– Billy “Budman” Vinson, chapter commander for the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association 
presents a gift to J.D. Mitchell at Signature Healthcare of Ridgely Rehab and Wellness Center.  The combat veterans presented 
gifts throughout the facility.  Vinson is commander of Chapter 18-9.

Lake County 
students 

excel at UTM
The following Lake 

County students were 
named by the University of 
Tennessee at Martin for the 
academic excellence during 
the previous semester:

–� Charles E. Hockett, 
Ridgely, Highest Hon-
ors.

–� Braden W. Johnson, 
Ridgely, Highest Hon-
ors.

–� Heaven E. Jordan, 
Ridgely, Honors.

–� Macy A. Martin, Ridge-
ly, Honors.

–� Chloe M. Morgan, 
Ridgely, Honors.

–� Finley F. Roberson, 
Ridgely, Honors.

–� Ryan C. Covington, 
Tiptonville, Honors.

–� Kiaran J. Gross, Tipton-
ville, Highest Honors.

–� Mia J. Jamison, Tipton-
ville, Highest Honors.

–� Aleaha J. Johnson, Tip-
tonville, High Honors.

–� Bobby J. Mays, Tipton-
ville, High Honors.

–� Morgan C. Meador, 
Tiptonville, High Hon-
ors.

–� Abigail S. Sneed, Tip-
tonville, Highest Hon-
ors.

–� Jillian C. Stanley, Tip-
tonville, Highest Hon-
ors.

–� Tristin O. Stites, Tip-
tonville, High Honors.

–� Lauren E. Yates, Tip-
tonville, Highest Hon-
ors.

The Northwest TN 
Economic Development 
Council will be distribut-
ing USDA Commodity 
Foods for the residents of 
Lake County on Jan 16 
from 8:30 AM - 11 AM.

Distribution will take 
place at the NWTEDC 
Office located at 203 S. 
Court Street. Tiptonville, 
TN.

PLEASE DON'T 
BLOCK ANYONE'S 
DRIVEWAY. We will 
not be taking applica-
tions on the day of dis-
tribution until after 11 

AM. If we have food  
available at that time, we 
will be happy to serve you. 
The Commodity Food Pro-
gram is a First-Come First-
Served Program. For more 
information on the Com-
modity Food Program, 
please contact Billie Mo-
lands @ Lake Co. Service 
Center at 731-253-7632.

NWTEDC is an equal 
opportunity provider 
and employer and does 
not discriminate against 
race, creed, color, sex, re-
ligion, age, national ori-
gin or disabilities.

The iconic Southern rock and country 
band Confederate Railroad will hit the 
stage at the Dixie Carter Performing Arts 
Center on Saturday, January 11, 2025, at 
7:30 p.m. as part of the venue’s highly an-
ticipated Performance Series.

From their breakout debut in the early 
‘90s to their continued success, Confeder-
ate Railroad has become one of the most 
beloved and enduring names in country 
music.

Led by founder and frontman Danny 
Shirley, the band first made waves as a 
backup group for legends David Allan Coe 
and Johnny Paycheck.

Their big break came with the release 
of their self titled debut album, which 
spawned several chart-topping hits includ-
ing “She Took It Like A Man”, “Jesus and 
Mama”, and “Queen of Memphis”.

With their unique blend of country, 
rock, and blues, Confederate Railroad 
quickly became a staple on the country 
music charts.

The band’s 1992 debut album alone pro-
duced six hits and sold nearly three mil-
lion copies, earning them the Academy of 

Country Music’s Best New Group Award 
in 1993.

Their subsequent albums, including the 
hugely successful “Notorious”, cemented 
their place in music history with songs like 
“Daddy Never Was the Cadillac Kind” and 
“Trashy Women”—a Grammy-nominated 
track that remains their signature song.

“This is going to be a great show for both 
longtime fans and newcomers alike,” said 
Angela DeMaris, Executive Director of 
The Dixie Carter Performing Arts Center. 
“Confederate Railroad has been rocking 
stages for over 30 years, and their music 
continues to resonate with audiences ev-
erywhere. We’re thrilled to welcome them 
to our stage for what promises to be an un-
forgettable night.”

This performance is sponsored by Friends 
of The Dixie, Froggy 104, and Big Henry 
104.7.

Tickets for this performance are avail-
able at DixiePAC.net and the Dixie’s Box 
Office, in person or by phone, M-F, 10-
4p.m., 731-986-2100. Be sure to grab your 
tickets soon—this highly anticipated show 
is expected to sell out fast!

USDA 
Commodity Food 
to Be Distributed

Confederate Railroad to 
Perform at The Dixie Carter 
PAC on Saturday, January 11

Thursday JANUARY 16 
from 8:30-11
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APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE
ALL APPLICATIONS SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

OAKHAVEN APARTMENTS

APPLY TODAY!
RENT BASED ON INCOME

2, 3, & 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR - SPACIOUS FLOOR PLANS
APPLIANCES FURNISHED - ON SITE LAUNDRY FACULTIES

WATER FURNISHED - SUPERIOR RESIDENT SERVICE
24-HOUR EMERGENCY MAINTENANCE

927 DIXON STREET, TIPTONVILLE - 253-7000

TIPTONVILLE’S
STRAND THEATRE
NOW SHOWING CURRENT MOVIES!
PLUS, YOU CAN PURCHASE OUR FAMOUS 
MOVIE POPCORN OR CARAMEL POPCORN  

TO-GO! No ticket purchase required!
FRI, SAT, & SUN

222 Church St. • 731-623-4040

315 Church St. Tiptonville, TN 38079
731-253-6666 • FAX: 731-253-6667

www.LakeCountyBanner.com
A division of Richardson Media Group

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Lake & adjoining Counties .........................................$36
Elsewhere in Tennessee ................................................$40
Out of state .................................................................$48

DANIEL RICHARDSON 
Publisher, daniel@richardsonmediagroup.net
EVAN JONES
Staff Reporter, scoop1969@yahoo.com
SUZETTE SIMMONS
Office Manager/Sales, 
suzette@magicvalleypublishing.com

(USPS 161-040)
Periodical Postage Paid at Tiptonville, TN 38079 and at additional mailing offices.
PRINTED BY OFFSET
Published each Wednesday at The Lake County Banner, 315 Church St. Tiptonville, TN under act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 
POSTMASTER:
Send Address Changes to The Lake County Banner, 315 Church St. Tiptonville, TN 38079.

Letters to the Editor and Guest Columns are encouraged. We reserve the right to edit to conform to newspaper style and also modify 
content to protect against libel. The thoughts and opinions expressed in our contributed content are solely those of the author and not that 
of this newspaper or Richardson Media Group. 

PUBLICATION DAY: WEDNESDAY • DEADLINE FOR ADS AND CONTENT: MONDAY BY 10AM

NOW HIRING

City of Ridgely is
taking applications
for police officers
through January 8,
2025. You can
pickup application
at Ridgely City
Hall Monday thru
Friday from 8:00
to 4:00. We would
prefer a certified
officer, but training
can be provided.
For more info., 
contact  
Chief Tubbs at
731-442-1403.

City of Ridgely Hiring:
Water/Street Department

Employee
The City of Ridgely is taking applications for a
water/street department employee. Must have
a valid drivers license.
Pick up an application at the Ridgely City
Hall. Applications will be accepted now thru
January 8th, 2025.

Mayor Don Moore

City of Ridgely Job Opening:
Street Department Supervisor
The City of Ridgely is taking applications for a
Street Dept. Supervisor. Applicants must be a high
school graduate, must be able to pass a drug
screen and have a valid drivers license.
Experience in road construction and maintenance
is a plus. 
Pick up an application at the Ridgely City Hall
Monday thru Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

-Mayor Don Moore

Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT 
about your next auction! 
Save Time & $$$. One 
Call For All. Your ad can 
appear in this newspaper + 
97 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this 
newspaper’s classified 
dept. or call 931-624-
8916.

Cable / Satellite / 
Wireless
Get Boost Infinite! 
Unlimited Talk, Text 
and Data For Just $25/
mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The 
Latest iPhone Every Year 
On Us! 855-454-6457
Get DISH Satellite TV 
+ Internet! Free Install, 
Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited 
Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-844-
274-6074

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make 
the switch. Call 1-855-
481-3340

DIRECTV- All your 
entertainment. Nothing 
on your roof! Sign 
up for Direct and get 
your first free months 
of Max, Paramount+, 
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. 

Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803

Health / Beauty
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-844-278-
8285 www.dental50plus.
com/tnpress #6258

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 50 
Pill Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-866-477-7591

Home Improvement
Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-888-
869-5542 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-855-389-3904

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-855-281-
6212

MOBILE HOME FOR 
SALE $6000.00 Must 
be moved. For more 
Information call (731) 443-
1240

Services
GoGo. Live and age your 
way. Get help with rides, 
groceries, meals and 
more. Memberships start 
as low as $1 per day. 
Available 24/7 nationwide. 
BBB Rated A+ Business. 
Call GoGo to get started. 
1-855-977-7997

Advertise Throughout 
Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST 
ADVERTISING Solution! 
One call & your 25 word 
ad will appear in 98 
Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 27 West 
TN newspapers for $100/
wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising 
dept. or go to www.
tnpress.com

CLASSIFIEDS

New License 
Transfer 

Requirement 
Starts Jan. 10 

Beginning Jan. 10, new or 
returning Tennessee residents 
with driver licenses from Cal-
ifornia, Connecticut, Illinois, 
Kentucky, Nevada, Okla-
homa, Vermont, or West Vir-
ginia must present a Motor 
Vehicle Record (MVR) from 
their former state when apply-
ing for a Tennessee license.

The MVR must be issued 
within 30 days prior to its 
presentation at a Driver Ser-
vices Center and is required 
alongside other necessary 
documents for obtaining a 
Tennessee credential. Ad-
ditional document require-
ments can be found at tn.gov/
safety/driver-services.html.

Residents from the re-
maining 41 states are exempt 
from this requirement, as 

those states participate in the 
American Association of Mo-
tor Vehicle Administrators’ 
State-to-State (S2S) Verifica-
tion Service. This system al-
lows participating states to 
electronically access a driver’s 
complete history, reducing 
fraud risks and improving 
road safety.

The MVR requirement 
will be updated as more states 
join the S2S Verification Ser-
vice. For ongoing updates, 
visit tn.gov/safety/driver-ser-
vices/classd/mvrverification.
html.

The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Safety and Home-
land Security remains com-
mitted to serving, securing, 
and protecting residents 
across the state.

All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
75432VFZ   separately $234.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping 
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for 

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 06/30/24.  |  24M6132  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves2562 
1.855.487.0213 Ask for 75432VFZ

The world’s most tender, fl avorful 
steaks, extra-aged to perfection.
The juiciest air-chilled chicken, 
tastiest pork, and so much more.
Every bite is a 100% guaranteed 
gourmet experience you’ll crave.

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS WORLD-FAMOUS 
perfection

8 free BURGERS (a $2399 value)

William P. Haynie, 
age 83, of Tiptonville, 
passed away on De-
cember 31, 2024. Fu-
neral services were 

held at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, January 4, 
2025, at Buress Cha-
pel Church of Christ in 
Tiptonville, Tennessee.

William P. Haynie
1941 - 2024

1 unbaked pie crust
1 8 oz pack cream cheese, 

softened
1/3 cup granulated sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 large egg
1 cup chopped pecans
3 large eggs
1 cup corn syrup
1 tsp vanilla extract

Instructions
Prepare the crust
Preheat the oven to 350. 

Place the pie crust into a 9 
inch pie dish and crimp the 
edges. Make the cheesecake 
layer:

In a medium bowl, beat 
cream cheese, granulated sug-
ar, vanilla extract, and 1 egg 
till smooth. Spread the mix-

ture evenly over bottom of the 
pie crust.

Add pecans:
Sprinkle the pecans evenly 

over the cheesecake layer.
Make the pecan filling:
In a separate bowl, whisk 

together 3 eggs, corn syrup, 
brown sugar and vanilla ex-
tract until fully combined. 
Carefully pour this over the 
pecans.

Bake the pie:
Place the pie in a preheated 

oven and bake for 50 – 60 min, 
or until the filling is set and 
the center is slightly jiggly. 
If the crust edges brown too 
quickly, cover them with alu-
minum foil partway through 
baking.

Cool and serve.

½ c unsalted butter, melt-
ed

1 c. sugar
½ c brown sugar
2 lg eggs
1 tsp vanilla extract
1 c buttermilk
1 ½ cup all purpose flour
1 tsp baking powder
½ tsp baking soda
¼ tsp salt
1 c chopped pecans

Preheat your oven to 350. 
Grease and flour a 9x5 inch 
loaf pan . In a large bowl, 
wisk together the melted 
butter, granulated sugar, and 
brown sugar until smooth.

Beat in the eggs, one at a 
time followed by vanilla ex-
tract.

Stir in the buttermilk until 
fully combined. 

In a separate bowl, whisk 
together flour, baking pow-

der, baking soda and salt. 
Gradually fold the dry in-
gredients into the wet mix-
ture until combined. Avoid 
overmixing. Gently fold in 
the chopped pecans. Pour 
the batter into the prepared 
loaf pan and smooth the top. 
Bake for 50-60 min or until 
a toothpick inserted into the 
center comes out clean.

Allow the bread to cool 
in the pan for about 10 min., 
then transfer to a wire rack 
to cool completely.

Pecan Cheesecake Pie

Sweet Alabama 
Pecan Bread

The Lake County 
Commission will be 
accepting bids for a 
one year lease to farm 
the Western portion 
of the Lake County 
Industrial Park. The 
property consists of 
approx. 160 acres. 
The county request a 
bid for the price per 

acre. Bids will be ac-
cepted until 12 noon 
on Friday, January 17 
th , 2025 and will be 
opened at 3:00 pm 
that day.

Please send or bring 
bids to the Lake Coun-
ty Courthouse, 229 
Church St. Tiptonville, 
Tennessee 38079

Notice To Bid
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OPINION

The thoughts and opinions expressed in our 
contributed content are solely those of the author 
and not that of this newspaper or Richardson Media 
Group. Our readers are welcomed to submit Letters 
to the Editor by emailing us at contact@lcbanner@
richardsonmediagroup.net

Drugs of Choice

“Coffee black, cigarettes. 
Start this day like all the rest. 

First thing every morning 
that I do... 

Is start missing you.”- Some 
Broken Hearts Never 

Mend by Don Williams 
Two things help me start my 

day. Then they stay with me un-
til I go to bed at night. The only 
reason I don’t do them in my 
sleep is because I haven’t fig-
ured out how to do them when 
I’m unconscious. Coffee and 
cigarettes. The legal drugs that 
make the world go around. The 
two things that aren’t people 
that I’d definitely miss if they 
weren’t around.

Around 2.25 billion cups 
of coffee are consumed daily 
worldwide. That equates to 
over 815 billion cups a year. 
I’m pretty sure I’m responsible 
for at least ten percent of that. 
There are around four trillion 
cigarettes consumed yearly 
worldwide. That’s a lot of smok-
ing while you’re sipping on that 
cup of joe. I know, because I do 
it every day. It doesn’t get me 
high, or even raise my levels of 
productivity or make me happy. 
It just keeps me from yelling at 
people during the day, and has 
most likely kept me from com-
mitting quite a few assaults and 
battery, and maybe even the 
occasional murder. So, that’s a 
good thing, right? And, thank-
fully, it’s totally legal.

There’s evidence of tobacco 
use as far back as twelve thou-
sand years ago in North Amer-
ica. No wonder the American 
Indians use it in spiritual cer-
emonies. The whole peyote 
thing never really caught on, 
but not every drug can be as 
cool as tobacco. It’s kinda hard 
to sell the “cool kids” on a psy-
choactive cactus that grows 
near buffalo turds, when to-
bacco is much simpler. Harder 
to act cool when you’re being 
chased by pink elephants, too. 
Let’s just stick to the smoke that 
causes slow death by lung com-
plications and cancer. That’s 
cool enough all by itself.

If you don’t start a drug, you 
don’t have to worry about get-

ting addicted to it. That’s great 
advice. Just say no. Remember 
Nancy Reagan’s famous anti-
drug slogan from the eighties? 
It does work. If you can do it. It 
applies to coffee and cigarettes, 
too. If my Logical Self dared 
to think about it, I’d deeply re-
gret ever having consumed any 
caffeinated beverage. That in-
cludes soda. I have no idea how 
big of an impact caffeine and 
sugar has had on the health of 
the average human over the past 
thousand years, but I’m guess-
ing it hasn’t made us healthier. 
Ever since a goat herder in 
Yemen watched his goats act 
funny when ingesting a cacao 
bean plant way back in 574 
AD, we’ve been chasing that 
buzz.   It’s the no-calorie drink 
that keeps giving. It’ll wake 
you up in the morning, most 
definitely. Caffeine is also one 
of the few legal stimulants we 
regularly give children.  Add 
some caffeine to a soda, with 
thirty-nine grams of high fruc-
tose corn syrup (read “sugar”) 
and can you really wonder why 
we’re getting fatter and dumber 
as a species? It’s the Big Gulp’s 
fault. Totally.

Except it’s not. It’s our own 
fault for telling ourselves that, 
so long as a drug is legal, it’s 
okay. It’s not. Not with mari-
juana, cocaine, meth, alcohol, 
caffeine or cigarettes. The ben-
efits that we experience, mostly 
temporarily, with any of these 
drugs is heavily offset with all 
the adverse immediate, and 
sometimes long-term, side ef-
fects that follow. Being legal 
just affects who profits and who 
pays. So why do we keep taking 
all of this stuff?

Because we started. We liked 
the way it made us feel. It gives 
our brains and hands some-
thing to do that’s not work, and 
feels fun at the moment. Hey, 
wait. Maybe we need to classify 
cell phones as a drug, too.

Wish me luck this year as I 
attempt to slow down my caf-
feine and tobacco addiction 
to a manageable rate. I might 
even quit. I try not to say that 
out loud, because I might hear 
myself. I usually use coffee 
and cigarettes more when I’m 
thinking of quitting. It’s like 
my brain knows what I’m up to! 
Naw, can’t be. 

Y’all pray for me. 
God bless Y’all!

Opinion
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VROOM! Harley 
Davidson Back 

Peddling On DEI

Most motorcycles don't 
have a "reverse" gear, but 
that hasn't stopped Ameri-
ca's biggest bike brand from 
backpedaling on its DEI 
(Diversity, Equity, and In-
clusion) initiatives. A men-
tal image of a rider backing 
up a bike is a good analo-
gy for the awkwardness of 
Harley Davidson and other 
household names such as 
Tractor Supply and John 
Deere backpedaling their 
PR (if not HR) policies on 
DEI.

Over the last few years, 
national brands have been 
revving up their DEI en-
gines under the counsel 
of so-called PR "experts" 
who convinced corporate 
boardrooms that steering 
marketing and HR policies 
to cater more to the LGBT 
community would fuel sales 
growth.

DEI initiatives and ideas, 
in theory, are touted as 
harmless as the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. But in fact, 
they're quite the opposite. 
Where Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and company 
campaigned for all people 
to not be treated differently 
because of the color of their 
skin, religion, nationality, 
etc. (we should note that 
sexual orientation was not 
included in the Civil Rights 
Act), DEI policies go in the 
opposite direction.

Some of these policies call 
on organizations and indi-
viduals to label potential 
employees and customers 
based on their gender, race, 
and even sexual orientation 
and divide those into groups 
based on the labels, then 
rank those groups based on 
which group has been "his-
torically marginalized" the 
most, and then those in that 
group get preferred treat-
ment at the expense of the 
less marginalized groups.

Of course, a DEI propo-
nent would not describe it 
this way, but this is what is 
happening.

What happened to the 
"blind" application process 
where even the name of the 

applicant was kept from 
the HR manager reviewing 
applications to avoid the 
manager assigning a gender 
or race to the applicant be-
fore making a selection of 
the ones for an interview? 
This was a feature popular 
enough to be built into most 
hiring software programs.

Now, the manager isn't 
just supposed to know the 
name, race, gender, etc. of 
the applicants, but is often 
expected to base a hiring de-
cision on it.

FAA officials were record-
ed in February brainstorm-
ing ways to make flight less 
"white male-dominated."

Does this lead to safer 
skies? If there is anywhere 
where we should be more 
concerned about someone's 
professional competence 
than their race or skin color, 
it's 37,000 feet in the air.

I've only mentioned equal 
treatment for those of dif-
ferent races or genders, or 
other distinctions covered 
in the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 (race, color, religion, 
sex, or national origin). But 
the same concept applies 
to those of different sexual 
orientations or other differ-
ences. The DEI community 
has so many labels to divide 
people into that I can't even 
try to list them here.

All the labeling and pro-
nouning (don't you dare 
mislabel anyone) drive ev-
erything in the opposite di-
rection from what Dr. King 
and many other champions 
of civil rights have preached. 
People are people. There is 
no need to put a stack of 
labels on a person. There is 
no need to fill quotas at an 
organization or hire some-
one because you need an-
other Hispanic woman, or 
white woman, or gay man, 
or white straight man (just 
kidding... no one is trying to 
hire more of those).

People should be consid-
ered for employment or any 
other selective process based 
on their qualifications for 
the job and their character, 
neither of which are appar-
ent from their skin color or 
gender.

Hopefully, more busi-
nesses and organizations 
will soon wake up to the 
DEI delusion and go back to 
treating people like people.

Does the First Amendment Guarantee Free Speech?

Take me to the Fair
I was in Knoxville the 

other day, and I ran by Pet-
ro’s Chili and Chips for a 
quick bite. Petros, for those 
of you who don’t know, are 
glorified versions of what we 
used to call Frito pies, bags 
of Fritos topped with chili. 
Those old enough to remem-
ber the Knoxville World’s 
Fair of 1982 may remember 
that the gaseous concoc-
tions were introduced there 
and were the culinary hit of 
the fair. World’s fairs have 
always been famous for in-
troducing new foods, often 
snack foods, and the Pet-
ro was the Knoxville fair’s 
most famous introduction, 
although the fair also ex-
hibited the first shelf stable 
milk and Coca-Cola’s first 
flavored cola, Cherry Coke.

Some previous world’s 
fairs featured much more 
impressive food innova-
tions, many of which have 
become a part of American 
life.

The Chicago World’s Fair 
of 1893 wasn’t where pop-
corn was invented, as some 
people say (It had been 
around for at least 4,000 
years.), but it was at the Chi-
cago fair where the newly 
invented popcorn wagon 
was showcased. Crowds 
gathered around it to watch 
the corn pop, and of course 
bought popcorn as well, and 
ever since, those machines 
have brought hot popcorn to 

the masses all over America.
   Chili con carne was a 

Southwestern specialty be-
fore the fair, but a Texas chili 
parlor there was so popular it 
ushered in a wave of similar 
chili parlors all across the 
country. As a result, today 
chili con carne is considered 
as American a food as there 
is.

One of the Chicago fair 
goers was Milton Hershey, 
a confectioner from Penn-
sylvania who sold caramels. 
At the fair he was introduced 
to German milk chocolate, 
which lacked the bitterness 
of American chocolate can-
dies at the time, and Hershey 
was so impressed he bought 
the machinery used to make 
it on the spot and had it 
shipped to Pennsylvania 
after the exhibition closed. 
Within seven years, he had 
sold his caramel business to 
concentrate exclusively on 
chocolate candies. The rest 
is history.

One chocolate confection 
is definitely a product of the 
fair, the brownie. Mrs. Ber-
tha Palmer, wife of the owner 
of the Palmer House Hotel, 
had her chef produce a spe-
cial dessert for the women 
who worked at the Women’s 
Building at the fair. “Small 
enough,” she instructed him, 
“to fit into the boxed lunches 
at the women’s pavilion.” He 
came up with the same rec-
ipe Americans use to make 
brownies today.

   Two years before the fair 
opened, William Wrigley 
Jr. arrived in Chicago with 
only $32 in his pocket. First 
a soap salesman, he began 
selling baking soda, and he 
gave chewing gum samples 
as a bonus to his customers. 

Before long, however, they 
were asking to order the 
gum he was giving them in-
stead of baking soda, so he 
decided to create a flavored 
gum he called “Juicy Fruit,” 
just in time for the fair. It 
was a sensation there, and 
again, the rest is history. 

Cracker Jack had been 
around a few years before 
the fair but gained huge pop-
ularity because of it.

Pabst Blue Ribbon beer 
had been sold since the 
1840s by the name of “Pabst 
Best Select” when it won 
the coveted blue ribbon for 
beer at the fair. The com-
pany immediately changed 
the beer’s name, and it soon 
became a popular nationally 
known brand.

Cream of Wheat and Aunt 
Jemima Pancake Flour both 
were introduced at the Chi-
cago World’s Fair, as were 
Vienna Beef hotdogs and 
Shredded Wheat. 

A few years later, the 
1904 St. Louis World’s Fair 
brought Americans their first 
taste of cotton candy, and 
although nut butters were 
already in existence at the 
time, a Missouri farmer sold 
peanut butter at the fair that 
was so popular the Beech-
Nut Company launched the 
first nationwide brand of 
peanut butter later that year 
to phenomenal success.

Jell-O had been invented 
way back in 1845, but no-
body was interested in buy-
ing it for the next 60 years. 
Then the company set up an 
exhibit at the St. Louis fair 
showing how easy it was to 
make Jell-O and gave away 
samples. Sales quadrupled 
as a result.

In 1902, a botanist work-

ing for the American Cereal 
Company, makers of Quak-
er Oats, invented a machine 
that would dehydrate and 
cause grains, specifically 
rice at the time, to expand up 
to eight times, but his com-
pany saw no use for it.

Undeterred, he carried his 
invention, which he fash-
ioned to resemble a cannon, 
to the fair and mesmerized 
crowds there by shooting 
huge volleys of puffed rice 
into a vat every 50 min-
utes. Before the fair was 
over fair goers had bought 
20,000 pounds of caramel-
ized puffed rice at the fair 
and sent home samples. His 
invention revolutionized 
breakfast cereal. Rice Crisp-
ies or Cheerios anyone?

A novelty at the fair was a 
hybridized version of a Flor-
ida fruit known as a pome-
lo. It was very expensive at 
the time, but its price came 
down rapidly during the 
next 20 years as it began to 
be marketed under its new 
name, “grapefruit.”

Iced tea, the ice cream 
cone and hamburgers are 
all said, by some, to have 
been introduced at the 1904 
fair. They weren’t, but were 
served to 20 million fair 
goers during the fair’s six 
month run. Americans’ eat-
ing habits were changed for-
ever as a result.

When we think of his-
tory, we think of wars and 
economic fluctuations and 
major inventions, and they 
are all a part of history, but 
so are the way we live, and 
what we eat.

And world’s fairs have 
had a huge influence on that. 

If you didn’t learn about the 
Bill of Rights in school, you 
had the wrong teacher. All of 
us know – or at least all of us 
should know – that the First 
Amendment protects free 
speech, religious freedom, 
your freedom to associate 
with whomever you please 
and to peaceable assemble in 
public; and it protects your 
right to disagree with your 
government and be heard. 
You may be asking yourself 
why I would ask such an ob-
vious question in the title 
of this column? Free people 
have a right to speak as they 
please, particularly on public 
and/or political matters. But 
the question is perfectly le-
gitimate in our time, today, 
because a serious candidate 
for Vice President of the 
United States said this week 
that we should “push back” 
against those who believe the 
First Amendment is absolute. 
He went on the say, “There’s 
no guarantee to free speech 
on misinformation or hate 
speech, especially around 
our democracy.” This should 

scare the you-know-what out 
of all of us. Whether you are 
a Republican, a Democrat, or 
Independent, the prospect of 
a government agency being 
able to silence you – or worse 
– should rile us all.

Let’s look back at precise-
ly the wording of the First 
Amendment. It says: “Con-
gress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress 
of grievances.” I’ve writ-
ten before that the religious 
clause of the First Amend-
ment was put in there because 
three New England States 
(Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and New Hampshire) had a 
state sponsored church at the 
time the First Amendment 
was adopted and they didn’t 
want Congress butting in to 
tell them what to do. In other 
parts of the country we didn’t 
want the Federal government 
butting in on religion either.

 Let’s now look at 
the speech clause. It says, 
“Congress shall make no 
law. . . abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press”. 
What does that mean? Legal-
ly it means that outside a few 
fairly well defined exceptions 

by the courts, the Federal 
government has no authority 
to silence any citizen or reg-
ulate what a citizen has to 
say, or to post on social me-
dia. From a practical point of 
view it means your views and 
the way you express them are 
your business and your busi-
ness alone. It’s an invitation 
for government to “butt out” 
when you wish to speak or 
write about a topic. You are 
free to believe and express 
that the President is a crook 
or a saint. Here are some of 
the exceptions. The courts 
have recognized that “free 
speech” does not include ob-
scenity, child pornography, 
and fraud. You can’t hide be-
hind the right to a “free press” 
when you are publishing or 
putting abusive pictures of 
children on the Internet or in 
books. Nor can you say mis-
leading and deceptive things 
to potential investors. That’s 
not free speech, it’s fraud. A 
gas station can’t have its fuel 
pumps set to deliver less than 
a gallon of gas and charge you 
for a whole gallon. Other lim-
itations to free speech include 
inciting a riot (“Let’s go down 
to so-and-so’s house and burn 
it down”); or re-publishing a 
book or a song that is copy-
righted unless you have the 
consent the of the original 
writer/singer; or getting peo-
ple trampled in a theater be-

cause you yelled “fire” when 
there was no fire. 

With all these exceptions to 
free speech, what’s the big deal 
in limiting it? The big deal is 
if we allow government itself 
– in other words, the people 
who are in charge at the time 
(Republicans or Democrats) – 
to censor speech it will exer-
cise the power to throttle free 
speech and silence their polit-
ical opponents to stay in pow-
er. This is the very definition 
of tyranny. If you don’t think 
that’s a threat to self-govern-
ment, you should remember 
that the government stopped 
the online discussion about 
the safety and effectiveness of 
COVID-19 shots. How many 
people do you know who took 
all the shots and still got it a 
couple of times? Free speech 
has always been sacrosanct 
in America. You get to speak 
up and people get to decide 
for themselves whether you 
are a fool or a sage. Having 
a government bureaucrat de-
cide what is or is not “truth” 
is not the America we have al-
ways known. I don’t want the 
government to have that au-
thority, and it doesn’t matter 
who’s in charge. Censorship is 
a slippery slope that leads to 
a bad place. I will see you on 
down the trail. 

Watch out for Turtles

The Old Couple cleans their 
house on a Sunday evening. 
The wife usually does it on 
Saturday, but the family was 
over for the August Birthday 
celebration that day. Church is 
on Sunday, and the grandchil-
dren need their church as much 
as the couple does. The three-
year-old loves the singing. Af-
ter church, there was a trip to 
the local Wally World. Neces-
sities were gathered, and toys 
for the tag-a-long grandchil-
dren. By the time the kids are 
dropped off, the afternoon was 
halfway gone. A light lunch 
at the kitchen table. Leftover 
pulled pork, chips and a soft 
drink. The daughter, her thir-
ty-eighth birthday looming on 
the following day, stopped in. 
A pleasant chat. She’d bathed 
the dogs while the couple went 
to church. She’s handy like 
that. The decision after lunch 
made itself. Neither of the 
couple had much energy left, 
so Nap Time beckoned. They 
take their positions in their re-
spective recliners. The Woman 
puts the tv on a show about 

some true-life murder, with 
the volume down low. The Old 
Man dons his noise-cancelling 
headphones to keep out the 
nightmares. Such is the prepa-
ration for the Nap.

It was a good nap for the Old 
Man. He seldom had bad ones. 
The Woman, not so much. She 
seldom had good naps. Unless 
the three-year-old napped with 
her, nestled in her lap. There is 
no better sleep than to sleep in 
the arms of someone who loves 
you unconditionally, and with 
their entire soul. Such is the 
love of a child, and the reason 
their grandparents love them 
the way they do.

The cleaning must be done. 
It›s a fact. There›s no getting 
around it. The Woman›s en-
tire life has told her that. Her 
mother indoctrinated her from 
an early age and cursed her 
with a work ethic that won›t 
allow chores to go undone. 
Put off till a bit later, maybe, 
but not neglected. To the Old 
Man’s dismay, it remains so. 
She cleans, so he cleans, too. 
Because he loves her, mostly. 
Also, because she won’t have it 
any other way.

    They listen to headphones 
and earbuds as they clean. 
Books, mostly. They both love 
novels, though their tastes sel-
dom match. She leans towards 
mystery/romance and him to-

wards westerns/biographies. 
They clean in the silence of the 
rooms, yet with words hum-
ming through their ears and 
minds. They transport into the 
author›s respective universes, 
with only the functional com-
munication of cleaning passing 
between them.

“Did you clean your bath-
room yet?’

“Yes. You can mop.”
    The conversation went 

thus, until the house was clean. 
The dogs newly washed and 
dried blankets are placed in 
their beds, and they apprecia-
tively curl up in them. The Old 
Man gives them one more lov-
ing rub-down and tells them 
good night, and that he loves 
them. They know this, but they 
love to hear it anyway. They 
lay down their heads for the 
night.

    The Old Man sits at the 
dining room table and listens to 
the sounds from down the hall. 
The Woman has finished her 
cleaning long ago, and is now 
ending her evening bathing rit-
ual. The hair dryer humming 
tells him that she is almost 
done. The sound of her audio 
book afterwards tells him that 
she is sitting on the bed, listen-
ing for a stopping point to end 
the evening’s activities. The 
Old Man loves her rituals. She 
has many, but he loves them 

all. They all have purpose and 
a story. She will definitely tell 
him about the practicality of 
each one, if he dares to ques-
tion any. He smiles. He knows 
that she loves to have order in 
her life, and will structure it 
properly if she finds any aspect 
of it lacking form, or reason. 
He loves that she tries to find 
order amid the chaos of life. He 
feels as if he is the opposite. He 
loves to find the chaos amid the 
order. It’s more fun that way, to 
him at least.

    They›re different in so 
many ways. Polar opposites, 
sometimes. Yet, they love each 
other. They care about what 
each other thinks, wants, feels 
and cares about. They’re the 
same in that way. Every day 
they grow older, and their life 
changes in so many ways, yet 
each still feel that way towards 
the other. It must come from 
the soul, this love. Some kinds 
of love need touch. Some need 
intellectual stimulation, and 
even others need conflict. The 
Old Couple just need to clean 
together. That’s called Serenity 
in my book.

    (Serenity: defined as “the 
state of being calm, peaceful, 
and untroubled; the absence of 
mental stress or anxiety.)

    I›m sure glad the Old Cou-
ple found each other.

God bless Y’all.ANSWER: Level: IntermediateANSWER: Level: Beginner ANSWER: Level: Advanced

More Than Angels

We the Jury

Delinquent accounts owed to 
reelfoot lake regional utility 

& plannning district

The British Invasion and Carl Perkins’ Role in it

By Diane Hill

At one time there was noth-
ing in the universe but God 
and He brought all things into 
existence.

Colossians 1:16 - For by him 
were all things created, that 
are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or 
powers all things were created 
by him, and for him.

Angels are superhuman, 
spiritual beings that have 
been in existence longer than 
mankind. Even though they 
are created beings, they were 
with God at the creation of the 
world.

Job 38:4-7 - Where was thou 
when I laid the foundations of 
the earth? Declare, if thou has 
understanding. Who hath laid 
the measures thereof, if thou 
knowest? Or who stretched the 
line upon it? Whereupon are 
the foundations thereof fas-
tened? Or who laid the corner 
stone thereof; when the morn-
ing stars sang together, and all 
the sons of God shouted for 
joy?

Among the invisible things 
made by God are angels, 
which would cease to exist if 
Jesus Christ, who is almighty 
God, did not sustain them by 
His power. Although we may 
not fully understand why God 
created angels, we are told that 
they are ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them 
who shall be heirs of salvation.

Angels appear to have the 
ability to change their ap-
pearance and move around at 
phenomenal speeds. They do 
not normally possess physical 
characteristics when God ap-
points them to specific tasks. 
God has not given them the 
ability to reproduce, and they 
do not marry. They are only 
mentioned in the scripture as 

masculine.
We often hear people say 

about their deceased loved 
ones, "they are now angels 
in heaven" but nothing in the 
Scriptures bears out that hu-
mans are changed into angels 
at death. Angels are created 
and have not been redeemed 
by the blood of Jesus.

Psalms 91:11- For he shall 
give his angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy 
ways.

This suggests that each per-
son from infancy has a "guard-
ian" angel. What a great host of

angels there must be!
Hebrews 1:14 identifies 

angels as ministering spirits. 
This indicates that they have 
specific tasks to perform as 
a part of their ministry to the 
saints of God.

Protection - One very im-
portant part of the ministry of 
angels is protection and deliv-
erance, This indicates that they 
have specific tasks to perform 
as part of their ministry.

Assistance - God has pro-
vided this assistance to us be-
cause so often we are helpless 
to assist ourselves.

Guidance - When we are 
not certain which way to go, 
we can be assured that God is 
aware of our plight and that He 
has His angels ready to guide 
us in the best paths.

Worship - Heaven is as busy 
a place as earth, but the angels 
of heaven do not neglect to 
worship.

Jesus Christ is the only one 
in the universe that has the 
honor to sit on the right hand 
of God - the seat of all author-
ity and power . Just as the 
angels have been ministering 
spirits since their beginning, 
they will continue to minister 
in heaven. In eternity they will 
minister not only to God but to 
the saints of all the ages who 
are the heirs of salvation.

Somebody asked me the 
other day what I thought the 
jury would do in the Daniel 
Penny case. Penny, as you 
may know, is the 26-year-old 
Marine veteran and archi-
tecture student who was ac-
cused of killing a mentally 
ill homeless man who was 
threatening to murder people 
on a Manhattan subway car. 
A couple of days after I got 
asked the question the jury 
answered it. They found him 
not guilty.

I thought they might, but 
you never know. Lawyers 
who have been around long 
enough know that and are 
very circumspect regarding 
predictions about trial out-
comes.  One colorful older 
lawyer with whom I used to 
work always answered the 
question by saying, “There’s 
two things I never speculate 
on – who a woman will marry 
and what a jury will do.”

Most of the time I can 
guess, but sometimes I miss. 
At least when you’re trying 
to predict a woman’s marital 
preference you’re only deal-
ing with one person’s mind. 
With a jury you’re dealing 
with 12 different people, each 
of whom brings a lifetime of 
accumulated experiences, bi-
ases, preferences and preju-
dices with him or her into the 
jury box.

In theory, a jury’s decision 
ought to be the simplest of 

things to predict, but often it 
is not, in spite of the fact that 
all 12 jurors hear and see ex-
actly the same evidence. So 
why is it sometimes so hard 
for them to come to a unani-
mous decision about what 
happened?

Easy. They’re human, and 
each of us is different in all 
sorts of ways, not the least 
of which is how we process 
information. If you’ve never 
served on a jury before, try 
to imagine how difficult a 
process it can be. First of all, 
if you’re like most people 
summoned for jury service 
you’ve probably had no prior 
exposure to the American ju-
dicial system at all.

This causes stress right off 
the bat. It’s not as traumatic 
as a draft notice, but getting a 
letter from the sheriff order-
ing you to report to the court-
house on a certain date is 
disconcerting to most people.

Then comes, at best, dis-
ruption of their daily rou-
tines, lengthy waits in hall-
ways or totally insufficient 
waiting areas with practically 
no information about why, 
and finally, if chosen as a po-
tential juror, additional anxi-
ety from being scrutinized by 
lawyers and the judge about 
your qualifications to hear 
that particular case, and then, 
if selected as an actual juror, 
the additional stress of trying 
to apply the judge’s instruc-
tions about the laws and legal 
rules that apply to the facts 
of the case as you have found 
them to be.

And, you are then required 
to come to the same conclu-
sion as eleven other people 
who are going through ex-

actly what you are. Small 
wonder some people find the  
simplest cases so stressful it 
takes weeks, and sometimes 
even months, to get over 
them.

But if all 12 of them have 
run through the same gaunt-
let of preliminaries, why do 
they not all see the evidence 
the same way? They all see 
the same evidence and hear 
the same testimony; they 
all hear the same judge’s in-
structions. What causes their 
different interpretations of it 
all? Studies have shown that 
all sorts of extralegal factors, 
beyond the evidence, affect 
jurors as they evaluate the 
proof. A defendant’s physi-
cal appearance, although ir-
relevant, is important in a 
criminal trial to the point 
that unattractive defendants 
are not only more likely to 
be found guilty, but they are 
also more likely, if convicted, 
to be punished more harshly 
than more attractive people 
would be.

A defendant’s apparent 
social standing may also 
seal his or her fate. Research 
shows that most people sepa-
rate the rest of society into 
two groups – people like us, 
and people who aren’t. Fre-
quently such evaluations are 
based on religion, race or 
ethnic background, or per-
haps, for whatever reason, 
accents, but people perceived 
as different from the jurors 
begin at a disadvantage they 
may not be able to over-
come. And then there are 
religion and ideology. Bap-
tist? Methodist? Member of 
the Church of Christ? Does 
it matter? Shouldn’t, but any 

trial lawyer will tell you it 
does. Trump voter or “Never 
Trumper?” Which would you 
want on your jury if you were 
on trial for assaulting a police 
officer? 

It sounds as if I am criti-
cizing the jury system, but 
I’m not. It can be, and some-
times is, our last line of de-
fense against an overreach-
ing, overjealous government 
or government official. What 
I am doing is pointing out 
some of the weaknesses in-
herent in any system in which 
human beings make subjec-
tive judgements about other 
human beings, but in spite of 
the many problems inherent 
in the process, I can honestly 
say that in my observation, 
juries almost always get it 
right, and when they don’t 
they err in favor of the defen-
dant, which is as it should be.

And nobody works harder 
and cares more about trying 
to do their job right than the 
average American juror. I 
was talking to a woman sev-
eral months ago about a trial 
in which she had been a juror. 
The verdict was guilty, but 
she had worried as to whether 
they had done the right thing 
in convicting the defendant. 

So she did what people do 
these days when they want to 
find out about someone. She 
“Googled” the defendant and 
discovered several previous 
convictions for similar of-
fenses.

“So I knew we had done 
the right thing,” she said con-
fidently, and even though that 
information would have been 
inadmissible at the defen-
dant’s trial, it was what she 
needed to hear.

NAME	 AMOUNT
Shawn Applewhite	 $692.16
Christian Baggett	 $592.16
Joshua Cline	 $346.08
Kristopher Hayes	 $346.08
Linda Johnson	 $865.20
Terrie Kelch	 $682.30
Marvin Miller	 $433.56
James Neely	 $634.48
Stevie Nugent	 $692.16
Cody Powers	 $634.48
Olivia Prince	 $692.16
Allan Smith	 $648.84
Stead Properties	 $465.67
Sheryl Tate	 $634.48
Allan Smith-Waters Edge Resort	 $973.80

If I mentioned the term 
“British invasion” would you 
think I’m referring to the War 
of 1812? That’s when the Brit-
ish army burned the White 
House and President James 
Madison and First Lady Dol-
ley Madison had to run for 
their lives. If you did you’d be 
thinking about the wrong in-
vasion in the wrong century. 
This article is the story of the 
invasion of British musical 
acts that virtually took over 
American entertainment and 
the radio waves in the 1960s. 
Yes, it included “Beatlema-
nia” but there were at least 
20 other bands and solo per-
formers from the British Isles 
that came flooding in, mostly 
with tremendous success.

Some have suggested that 
the context of the British in-
vasion was the gradual de-
cline in the early 1960s of 
enthusiasm among American 
teenagers for single-artist 
acts such as Fabian, “the 
Bobbys” – Bobby Darin, 
Bobby Vinton, Bobby Rydell, 
and Bobby Vee – and even 
Elvis. By early 1964 it had 

been almost two years since 
Elvis’ No. 1 hit, “Good Luck 
Charm.” When the music pen-
dulum swung, it was sudden 
and with full force. Rock and 
Roll historians pinpoint the 
date of the British invasion 
as February 1, 1964. That’s 
when the Beatles’ “I Wanna 
Hold Your Hand” went to No. 
1 on the Billboard Hot 100 in 
America, knocking Bobby 
Vinton’s tune “There! I Said 
It Again” out of the top spot. 
“Hand” stayed at No. 1 for an 
incredible seven weeks. The 
Beatles next tune, “She Loves 
You,” followed at No. 1 for 
two more weeks, which was 
followed by the third Beatles 
tune, “Can’t Buy Me Love” 
for another five weeks. Three 
more Beatles songs hit No. 1 
later that year, “Love Me Do” 
(one week), “A Hard Day’s 
Night” (two more weeks), 
and finally “I Feel Fine” (the 
last week of the year which 
carried over to the first two 
weeks of 1965). In 1964 the 
Beatles held down the No. 1 
spot with five different tunes 
for an astounding 18 weeks. 
John Lennon and Paul Mc-
Cartney wrote all five.

Other British groups 
joined in the invasion, though 
none of them had the instan-
taneous success, or created 
such a cultural tidal wave as 
the Beatles. These included: 

The Rolling Stones, which 
had numerous No. 1 hits 
and No. 1 albums in the U.S. 
and the U.K.; Gerry and the 
Pacemakers, who like the 
Beatles came from Liver-
pool; the Searchers (not to be 
confused with the Australian 
folk group the Seekers); Billy 
J. Kramer and the Dakotas 
which topped several charts 
with the hit “Little Children”; 
Freddie and the Dreamers; 
the Dave Clark Five whose hit 
“Glad All Over” would likely 
have reached No. 1 except for 
the Beatles’ top hits; the Hol-
lies (who named themselves 
in honor of Buddy Holly); 
Manfred Mann; Herman’s 
Hermits which had several 
major hits; Peter and Gordon; 
the Animals (“House of the 
Rising Sun”); the Zombies; 
the Yardbirds; the Moody 
Blues (“Knights in White 
Satin, and “The Story in 
Your Eyes”); the Kinks; the 
Spencer Davis Group; Them; 
the Who (“Won’t Get Fooled 
Again); Small Faces; Dusty 
Springfield (“You Don’t Have 
to Say You Love Me”); Petula 
Clark (“Downtown”); Dono-
van; Tom Jones (“It’s Not 
Unusual”); and the Bee Gees 
who had so many hits for de-
cades they are too numerous 
to list.

The Beatles, and probably 
many other groups were in-

fluenced by American music 
and musicians. One of the 
most notable connections 
was the one between West 
Tennessee’s own, Carl Per-
kins and the Beatles rhythm 
guitarist George Harrison. 
Harrison spoke and per-
formed at Carl Perkins’ fu-
neral in 1998. Many celebri-
ties attended including Garth 
Brooks, Ricky Skaggs, Billy 
Ray Cyrus, Johnny Rivers, 
Sam Phillips (founder of Sun 
Records), Jerry Lee Lewis, 
and Wynonna Judd. Har-
rison told Perkins’ son, “If 
it hadn’t have been for your 
daddy, I never would have 
picked up a guitar.” His influ-
ence is evident on the Beatles 
because Perkins became the 
artist they covered the most 
releasing tunes he wrote: 
“Honey Don’t,” “Matchbox,” 
and “Everybody’s Trying to 
Be My Baby.”  Texan Buddy 
Holly was another major in-
fluence on the Beatles. The 
formula for a band composed 
of a singer, guitars, drums, 
and writing and performing 
original music was originat-
ed by Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. The Beatles copied 
this formula to perfection. 
They even copied the insec-
toid name when John Lennon 
came up with beetles, delib-
erately misspelled Beatles. 
I’ll see you on down the trail.

The city of Ridgely will 
swear in a new board of al-
dermen and mayor at Thurs-
day night’s regular monthly 
meeting.

At the conclusion of old 
business, the new board will 
be sworn in with mayor Don 
Moore replaced by mayor-

elect Shane Hamilton.
Among items on the 

agenda are selecting a vice-
mayor.

Other items include:
– �hire a street supervisor.
– �approve money to keep 

a fully staffed police de-
partment and the chief ’s 

salary inline with other 
departments.

– �approve ten $100 gift 
cards for police chief 
Jason Tubbs to show 
gratitude to other offi-
cers who filled in when 
the city was down to a 
skeleton crew.

– �hear police report from 
chief Tubbs and wa-
ter/sewer reports from 
Donnie Simmons.

Members of the new 
board are Renee Bledsoe, 
Denise Craig, Michael 
Ford, Bruce Hayes, Steve 
Jones and Trey Woods.

Ridgely to swear in new board
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VROOM! Harley 
Davidson Back 

Peddling On DEI

Most motorcycles don't 
have a "reverse" gear, but 
that hasn't stopped Ameri-
ca's biggest bike brand from 
backpedaling on its DEI 
(Diversity, Equity, and In-
clusion) initiatives. A men-
tal image of a rider backing 
up a bike is a good analo-
gy for the awkwardness of 
Harley Davidson and other 
household names such as 
Tractor Supply and John 
Deere backpedaling their 
PR (if not HR) policies on 
DEI.

Over the last few years, 
national brands have been 
revving up their DEI en-
gines under the counsel 
of so-called PR "experts" 
who convinced corporate 
boardrooms that steering 
marketing and HR policies 
to cater more to the LGBT 
community would fuel sales 
growth.

DEI initiatives and ideas, 
in theory, are touted as 
harmless as the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. But in fact, 
they're quite the opposite. 
Where Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and company 
campaigned for all people 
to not be treated differently 
because of the color of their 
skin, religion, nationality, 
etc. (we should note that 
sexual orientation was not 
included in the Civil Rights 
Act), DEI policies go in the 
opposite direction.

Some of these policies call 
on organizations and indi-
viduals to label potential 
employees and customers 
based on their gender, race, 
and even sexual orientation 
and divide those into groups 
based on the labels, then 
rank those groups based on 
which group has been "his-
torically marginalized" the 
most, and then those in that 
group get preferred treat-
ment at the expense of the 
less marginalized groups.

Of course, a DEI propo-
nent would not describe it 
this way, but this is what is 
happening.

What happened to the 
"blind" application process 
where even the name of the 

applicant was kept from 
the HR manager reviewing 
applications to avoid the 
manager assigning a gender 
or race to the applicant be-
fore making a selection of 
the ones for an interview? 
This was a feature popular 
enough to be built into most 
hiring software programs.

Now, the manager isn't 
just supposed to know the 
name, race, gender, etc. of 
the applicants, but is often 
expected to base a hiring de-
cision on it.

FAA officials were record-
ed in February brainstorm-
ing ways to make flight less 
"white male-dominated."

Does this lead to safer 
skies? If there is anywhere 
where we should be more 
concerned about someone's 
professional competence 
than their race or skin color, 
it's 37,000 feet in the air.

I've only mentioned equal 
treatment for those of dif-
ferent races or genders, or 
other distinctions covered 
in the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 (race, color, religion, 
sex, or national origin). But 
the same concept applies 
to those of different sexual 
orientations or other differ-
ences. The DEI community 
has so many labels to divide 
people into that I can't even 
try to list them here.

All the labeling and pro-
nouning (don't you dare 
mislabel anyone) drive ev-
erything in the opposite di-
rection from what Dr. King 
and many other champions 
of civil rights have preached. 
People are people. There is 
no need to put a stack of 
labels on a person. There is 
no need to fill quotas at an 
organization or hire some-
one because you need an-
other Hispanic woman, or 
white woman, or gay man, 
or white straight man (just 
kidding... no one is trying to 
hire more of those).

People should be consid-
ered for employment or any 
other selective process based 
on their qualifications for 
the job and their character, 
neither of which are appar-
ent from their skin color or 
gender.

Hopefully, more busi-
nesses and organizations 
will soon wake up to the 
DEI delusion and go back to 
treating people like people.

Does the First Amendment Guarantee Free Speech?

Take me to the Fair
I was in Knoxville the 

other day, and I ran by Pet-
ro’s Chili and Chips for a 
quick bite. Petros, for those 
of you who don’t know, are 
glorified versions of what we 
used to call Frito pies, bags 
of Fritos topped with chili. 
Those old enough to remem-
ber the Knoxville World’s 
Fair of 1982 may remember 
that the gaseous concoc-
tions were introduced there 
and were the culinary hit of 
the fair. World’s fairs have 
always been famous for in-
troducing new foods, often 
snack foods, and the Pet-
ro was the Knoxville fair’s 
most famous introduction, 
although the fair also ex-
hibited the first shelf stable 
milk and Coca-Cola’s first 
flavored cola, Cherry Coke.

Some previous world’s 
fairs featured much more 
impressive food innova-
tions, many of which have 
become a part of American 
life.

The Chicago World’s Fair 
of 1893 wasn’t where pop-
corn was invented, as some 
people say (It had been 
around for at least 4,000 
years.), but it was at the Chi-
cago fair where the newly 
invented popcorn wagon 
was showcased. Crowds 
gathered around it to watch 
the corn pop, and of course 
bought popcorn as well, and 
ever since, those machines 
have brought hot popcorn to 

the masses all over America.
   Chili con carne was a 

Southwestern specialty be-
fore the fair, but a Texas chili 
parlor there was so popular it 
ushered in a wave of similar 
chili parlors all across the 
country. As a result, today 
chili con carne is considered 
as American a food as there 
is.

One of the Chicago fair 
goers was Milton Hershey, 
a confectioner from Penn-
sylvania who sold caramels. 
At the fair he was introduced 
to German milk chocolate, 
which lacked the bitterness 
of American chocolate can-
dies at the time, and Hershey 
was so impressed he bought 
the machinery used to make 
it on the spot and had it 
shipped to Pennsylvania 
after the exhibition closed. 
Within seven years, he had 
sold his caramel business to 
concentrate exclusively on 
chocolate candies. The rest 
is history.

One chocolate confection 
is definitely a product of the 
fair, the brownie. Mrs. Ber-
tha Palmer, wife of the owner 
of the Palmer House Hotel, 
had her chef produce a spe-
cial dessert for the women 
who worked at the Women’s 
Building at the fair. “Small 
enough,” she instructed him, 
“to fit into the boxed lunches 
at the women’s pavilion.” He 
came up with the same rec-
ipe Americans use to make 
brownies today.

   Two years before the fair 
opened, William Wrigley 
Jr. arrived in Chicago with 
only $32 in his pocket. First 
a soap salesman, he began 
selling baking soda, and he 
gave chewing gum samples 
as a bonus to his customers. 

Before long, however, they 
were asking to order the 
gum he was giving them in-
stead of baking soda, so he 
decided to create a flavored 
gum he called “Juicy Fruit,” 
just in time for the fair. It 
was a sensation there, and 
again, the rest is history. 

Cracker Jack had been 
around a few years before 
the fair but gained huge pop-
ularity because of it.

Pabst Blue Ribbon beer 
had been sold since the 
1840s by the name of “Pabst 
Best Select” when it won 
the coveted blue ribbon for 
beer at the fair. The com-
pany immediately changed 
the beer’s name, and it soon 
became a popular nationally 
known brand.

Cream of Wheat and Aunt 
Jemima Pancake Flour both 
were introduced at the Chi-
cago World’s Fair, as were 
Vienna Beef hotdogs and 
Shredded Wheat. 

A few years later, the 
1904 St. Louis World’s Fair 
brought Americans their first 
taste of cotton candy, and 
although nut butters were 
already in existence at the 
time, a Missouri farmer sold 
peanut butter at the fair that 
was so popular the Beech-
Nut Company launched the 
first nationwide brand of 
peanut butter later that year 
to phenomenal success.

Jell-O had been invented 
way back in 1845, but no-
body was interested in buy-
ing it for the next 60 years. 
Then the company set up an 
exhibit at the St. Louis fair 
showing how easy it was to 
make Jell-O and gave away 
samples. Sales quadrupled 
as a result.

In 1902, a botanist work-

ing for the American Cereal 
Company, makers of Quak-
er Oats, invented a machine 
that would dehydrate and 
cause grains, specifically 
rice at the time, to expand up 
to eight times, but his com-
pany saw no use for it.

Undeterred, he carried his 
invention, which he fash-
ioned to resemble a cannon, 
to the fair and mesmerized 
crowds there by shooting 
huge volleys of puffed rice 
into a vat every 50 min-
utes. Before the fair was 
over fair goers had bought 
20,000 pounds of caramel-
ized puffed rice at the fair 
and sent home samples. His 
invention revolutionized 
breakfast cereal. Rice Crisp-
ies or Cheerios anyone?

A novelty at the fair was a 
hybridized version of a Flor-
ida fruit known as a pome-
lo. It was very expensive at 
the time, but its price came 
down rapidly during the 
next 20 years as it began to 
be marketed under its new 
name, “grapefruit.”

Iced tea, the ice cream 
cone and hamburgers are 
all said, by some, to have 
been introduced at the 1904 
fair. They weren’t, but were 
served to 20 million fair 
goers during the fair’s six 
month run. Americans’ eat-
ing habits were changed for-
ever as a result.

When we think of his-
tory, we think of wars and 
economic fluctuations and 
major inventions, and they 
are all a part of history, but 
so are the way we live, and 
what we eat.

And world’s fairs have 
had a huge influence on that. 

If you didn’t learn about the 
Bill of Rights in school, you 
had the wrong teacher. All of 
us know – or at least all of us 
should know – that the First 
Amendment protects free 
speech, religious freedom, 
your freedom to associate 
with whomever you please 
and to peaceable assemble in 
public; and it protects your 
right to disagree with your 
government and be heard. 
You may be asking yourself 
why I would ask such an ob-
vious question in the title 
of this column? Free people 
have a right to speak as they 
please, particularly on public 
and/or political matters. But 
the question is perfectly le-
gitimate in our time, today, 
because a serious candidate 
for Vice President of the 
United States said this week 
that we should “push back” 
against those who believe the 
First Amendment is absolute. 
He went on the say, “There’s 
no guarantee to free speech 
on misinformation or hate 
speech, especially around 
our democracy.” This should 

scare the you-know-what out 
of all of us. Whether you are 
a Republican, a Democrat, or 
Independent, the prospect of 
a government agency being 
able to silence you – or worse 
– should rile us all.

Let’s look back at precise-
ly the wording of the First 
Amendment. It says: “Con-
gress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress 
of grievances.” I’ve writ-
ten before that the religious 
clause of the First Amend-
ment was put in there because 
three New England States 
(Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and New Hampshire) had a 
state sponsored church at the 
time the First Amendment 
was adopted and they didn’t 
want Congress butting in to 
tell them what to do. In other 
parts of the country we didn’t 
want the Federal government 
butting in on religion either.

 Let’s now look at 
the speech clause. It says, 
“Congress shall make no 
law. . . abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press”. 
What does that mean? Legal-
ly it means that outside a few 
fairly well defined exceptions 

by the courts, the Federal 
government has no authority 
to silence any citizen or reg-
ulate what a citizen has to 
say, or to post on social me-
dia. From a practical point of 
view it means your views and 
the way you express them are 
your business and your busi-
ness alone. It’s an invitation 
for government to “butt out” 
when you wish to speak or 
write about a topic. You are 
free to believe and express 
that the President is a crook 
or a saint. Here are some of 
the exceptions. The courts 
have recognized that “free 
speech” does not include ob-
scenity, child pornography, 
and fraud. You can’t hide be-
hind the right to a “free press” 
when you are publishing or 
putting abusive pictures of 
children on the Internet or in 
books. Nor can you say mis-
leading and deceptive things 
to potential investors. That’s 
not free speech, it’s fraud. A 
gas station can’t have its fuel 
pumps set to deliver less than 
a gallon of gas and charge you 
for a whole gallon. Other lim-
itations to free speech include 
inciting a riot (“Let’s go down 
to so-and-so’s house and burn 
it down”); or re-publishing a 
book or a song that is copy-
righted unless you have the 
consent the of the original 
writer/singer; or getting peo-
ple trampled in a theater be-

cause you yelled “fire” when 
there was no fire. 

With all these exceptions to 
free speech, what’s the big deal 
in limiting it? The big deal is 
if we allow government itself 
– in other words, the people 
who are in charge at the time 
(Republicans or Democrats) – 
to censor speech it will exer-
cise the power to throttle free 
speech and silence their polit-
ical opponents to stay in pow-
er. This is the very definition 
of tyranny. If you don’t think 
that’s a threat to self-govern-
ment, you should remember 
that the government stopped 
the online discussion about 
the safety and effectiveness of 
COVID-19 shots. How many 
people do you know who took 
all the shots and still got it a 
couple of times? Free speech 
has always been sacrosanct 
in America. You get to speak 
up and people get to decide 
for themselves whether you 
are a fool or a sage. Having 
a government bureaucrat de-
cide what is or is not “truth” 
is not the America we have al-
ways known. I don’t want the 
government to have that au-
thority, and it doesn’t matter 
who’s in charge. Censorship is 
a slippery slope that leads to 
a bad place. I will see you on 
down the trail. 

Watch out for Turtles

The Old Couple cleans their 
house on a Sunday evening. 
The wife usually does it on 
Saturday, but the family was 
over for the August Birthday 
celebration that day. Church is 
on Sunday, and the grandchil-
dren need their church as much 
as the couple does. The three-
year-old loves the singing. Af-
ter church, there was a trip to 
the local Wally World. Neces-
sities were gathered, and toys 
for the tag-a-long grandchil-
dren. By the time the kids are 
dropped off, the afternoon was 
halfway gone. A light lunch 
at the kitchen table. Leftover 
pulled pork, chips and a soft 
drink. The daughter, her thir-
ty-eighth birthday looming on 
the following day, stopped in. 
A pleasant chat. She’d bathed 
the dogs while the couple went 
to church. She’s handy like 
that. The decision after lunch 
made itself. Neither of the 
couple had much energy left, 
so Nap Time beckoned. They 
take their positions in their re-
spective recliners. The Woman 
puts the tv on a show about 

some true-life murder, with 
the volume down low. The Old 
Man dons his noise-cancelling 
headphones to keep out the 
nightmares. Such is the prepa-
ration for the Nap.

It was a good nap for the Old 
Man. He seldom had bad ones. 
The Woman, not so much. She 
seldom had good naps. Unless 
the three-year-old napped with 
her, nestled in her lap. There is 
no better sleep than to sleep in 
the arms of someone who loves 
you unconditionally, and with 
their entire soul. Such is the 
love of a child, and the reason 
their grandparents love them 
the way they do.

The cleaning must be done. 
It›s a fact. There›s no getting 
around it. The Woman›s en-
tire life has told her that. Her 
mother indoctrinated her from 
an early age and cursed her 
with a work ethic that won›t 
allow chores to go undone. 
Put off till a bit later, maybe, 
but not neglected. To the Old 
Man’s dismay, it remains so. 
She cleans, so he cleans, too. 
Because he loves her, mostly. 
Also, because she won’t have it 
any other way.

    They listen to headphones 
and earbuds as they clean. 
Books, mostly. They both love 
novels, though their tastes sel-
dom match. She leans towards 
mystery/romance and him to-

wards westerns/biographies. 
They clean in the silence of the 
rooms, yet with words hum-
ming through their ears and 
minds. They transport into the 
author›s respective universes, 
with only the functional com-
munication of cleaning passing 
between them.

“Did you clean your bath-
room yet?’

“Yes. You can mop.”
    The conversation went 

thus, until the house was clean. 
The dogs newly washed and 
dried blankets are placed in 
their beds, and they apprecia-
tively curl up in them. The Old 
Man gives them one more lov-
ing rub-down and tells them 
good night, and that he loves 
them. They know this, but they 
love to hear it anyway. They 
lay down their heads for the 
night.

    The Old Man sits at the 
dining room table and listens to 
the sounds from down the hall. 
The Woman has finished her 
cleaning long ago, and is now 
ending her evening bathing rit-
ual. The hair dryer humming 
tells him that she is almost 
done. The sound of her audio 
book afterwards tells him that 
she is sitting on the bed, listen-
ing for a stopping point to end 
the evening’s activities. The 
Old Man loves her rituals. She 
has many, but he loves them 

all. They all have purpose and 
a story. She will definitely tell 
him about the practicality of 
each one, if he dares to ques-
tion any. He smiles. He knows 
that she loves to have order in 
her life, and will structure it 
properly if she finds any aspect 
of it lacking form, or reason. 
He loves that she tries to find 
order amid the chaos of life. He 
feels as if he is the opposite. He 
loves to find the chaos amid the 
order. It’s more fun that way, to 
him at least.

    They›re different in so 
many ways. Polar opposites, 
sometimes. Yet, they love each 
other. They care about what 
each other thinks, wants, feels 
and cares about. They’re the 
same in that way. Every day 
they grow older, and their life 
changes in so many ways, yet 
each still feel that way towards 
the other. It must come from 
the soul, this love. Some kinds 
of love need touch. Some need 
intellectual stimulation, and 
even others need conflict. The 
Old Couple just need to clean 
together. That’s called Serenity 
in my book.

    (Serenity: defined as “the 
state of being calm, peaceful, 
and untroubled; the absence of 
mental stress or anxiety.)

    I›m sure glad the Old Cou-
ple found each other.

God bless Y’all.ANSWER: Level: IntermediateANSWER: Level: Beginner ANSWER: Level: Advanced

The following persons owe delinquent accounts to the 
Reelfoot Lake Regional Utility & Planning District.
The names and amounts owed are as follows:



12-19-24
Arraignment

Dominic Battee – schedule 
VI drugs: mfg, del, sell, 

poss, unlaw possession of 
weapon, schedule IV drugs 
– mfg, del, sell poss, poss 
unlaw drug paraphernalia 

uses & activities, schedule II 
drugs – mfg del, sell, poss – 
public defender appointed, 

administrative attorney fee $ 
50.00. bond $10,000, can’t 
be around weapons or drugs 

– reset 12-23-24
Desarea Cole – theft up to 
$1,000 – Nicole Flowers 

appointed, administrative 
attorney fee $50.00, bond 

$3,500, reset 12-23-24
Joshua M. Scott – vandal-

ism up to $1,000 – reset 12-
23-24, bond $500.00 surety, 

no contact with victim
Christopher L Tacker – 

theft up to $1,000 – Johnny 
Warren appointed, adminis-
trative attorney fee $50.00, 
bond $5,000 surety, reset 

12-23-24

Appearance
Richard Thomas Black-

burn – driving while license 
suspended, following too 

closely, financial responsibil-
ity law – reset 02-20-25

Madison Fairless – burglary 
– other than habitat or non 
public building, assault – 
physical contact – bond 
$2,000, prelim 01-27-25

Amarion Giles – knowingly 
violate a condition of release, 

soliciting sexual exploita-
tion of a minor, residential 

and work restrictions – reset 
1-23-25

Scotty Joe Hale – driving 
while license revoked – dis-
missed, dui first offense – 

dismissed, implied consent 
– enhancement only – guilty 
plee – guilty plee sentencing 
01-30-25, failure to appear 
– guilty plee – registration 

expired – dismissed, driving 
while license suspended – 

dismissed
Kevin Howard – allow dogs 
to run at large – bodily in-

jury – reset 1-23-25
Gregory Ingalls – driving 
while license suspended – 

reset 2-20-25
Andrea Moran – meth – 
mfg, del, sell, poss with 

intent – bond $7,500, reset 
2-6-25

Christopher Moran – crimi-
nal impersonation, false 

reports to officer, 911 calls 
in non-emergency situations 
prohibited – bond $3,500 – 

reset 02-06-25
Charles Westbrook – crimi-
nal simulation – amend to 

attempt, guilty plee 11/29 to 
60 days, waive cost, can’t go 

back to Marathon

Payment Status
William Harness – theft of 
merchandise up to $1,000, 

reset 12-18-24
Kevin Howard – drivers to 
exercise due care, financial 
responsibility law, domestic 
assault – physical contact – 

reset 01-23-25
Noble Tolley – poss unlaw 
drug paraphernalia uses & 
activities, meth – mfg, del, 
sell, poss with intent, pub-
lic intoxication, disorderly 
conduct, prevent/obstruct 

service of legal process, con-
tempt of court

Courtney Ayla McNeal – 
Wiggins – simple poss/casu-
al exchange – reset 1-23-25

Status
Kevin Howard – theft up 
to $1,000, assault – bodily 
injury – bond $3,500, reset 

1-23-25

Show Cause
Brittany Nicole Bledsoe – 

unlawful use of telecommu-
nication device while driv-
ing, financial responsibility 

law, driving without license 
– show cause 1-9-25

Traffic Hearing
Scotty Joe Hale – financial 

responsibility law – dis-
missed, driving on roadways 
laned for traffic – guilty plee 

sentencing 1-30-25

Preliminary Hearing
William Harness – false 
reports to officer, disor-

derly conduct, 911 calls in 
non emergency situations 
prohibited – bond $2,500, 
continue 1 year, no contact 
with victim/family, Johnny 

Warren released, case will be 
dismissed 12-18-25

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Lake County Chancery
Court Case Number
229 Church Street

As Required by TCA §30-
2-306

48CH1-2024-PR-107
Estate of AUSTIN BLAKE 
HARRIS, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that 
on December 23, 2024 Let-
ters Testamentary (or of Ad-
ministration as the case may 
be) in respect of the estate of 
AUSTIN BLAKE HAR-
RIS, who died 7/2/2024, 
were issued to the under-
signed by the Lake County 
Chancery Court of Lake 
County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, ma-
tured or unmatured, against 
the estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on 

or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2), 
otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months 
from the date of the first 
publication (or posting, as 
the case may be) of this no-
tice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice 
to creditors at least sixty (60) 
days before the date that is 
four (4) months from the 
date of the first publication 
(or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from 
the date the creditor received 
an actual copy of the notice 
to creditors, if the creditor 
received the copy of the no-
tice less than sixty (60) days 
prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of 
the first publication (or post-
ing) as described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months 
from the decedent's date of 
death.

Date: 10/23/2024

Misty Yarbro
Executor, Administrator, 

Personal Representative
Date: 10/23/2024
Taylor Smith
Attorney
Date: 10/23/2024
Amber Mooring
Clerk & Master
Misty Yarbro filed sepa-

rately with, the undersigned 
Clerk of Lake County Chan-
cery Court of Lake County, 
Tennessee, an oath that the 
attached notice, being in the 
form required by Tennes-
see Code Annotated §30-2-
306, shall be published in 
the Lake County Banner, a 
newspaper published in Lake 
County, Tennessee.

Date: 12/23/2024
Amber Mooring
Clerk & Master

1/1, 1/8

IN THE CHANCERY 
COURT OF LAKE 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

GEORGE ANTHONY 
BARGERY
PETITIONER,
V.
SARAH PAGAN, ANNA 
CHACON,
and WILLIAM H. 
LINDAMOOD
RESPONDENTS.
NO. 24-CV-117
ORDER FOR PUBLICA-
TION

In this civil action, it ap-
pearing from the sworn Peti-
tion to Quiet Title, Motion 
for Publication, and Affida-
vit for Service by Publication 
filed herein, that the where-
abouts of the Respondent, 
William H. Lindamood, 
are unknown to the Peti-
tioner.

It is accordingly OR-
DERED that service by 
publication be made in Lake 
County Banner for four (4) 
consecutive weeks as to the 
William H. Lindamood 
named in this cause and that 

he be required to serve an 
answer upon the Petitioner's 
attorney, Jarred S. Con-
way, whose address is 322 
N. Church Ave.; P.O. Box 
H, Dyersburg, Tennessee 
38024, within 30 days after 
the last date of this publica-
tion and file the same also 
with the Clerk of the above-
named court in defense of 
the Petition filed against her 
by the Petitioner. If she fails 
to do so, judgment by default 
will be taken against her for 
the relief demanded in the 
petition.

This 23rd day of Decem-
ber, 2024.

Tony Childress, Chancel-
lor
APPROVED FOR ENTRY

ARNOLD, WILLIS & 
CONWAY

By: Jarred S. Conway 
(TNBPR 034720)

Londyn V. Norman (TN-
BPR 040492)

322 N. Church Ave.; P.O. 

Box H
Dyersburg, Tennessee 

38024
731-285-5074 Telephone
731.285.5089 Facsimile
Attorneys for Petitioner

1/1, 1/8, 1/15, 1/22

NOTICE TO BID
Gibson Electric Member-

ship Corporation is accepting 
bids for trenching and con-
duit placement. Interested 
parties who have $1,000,000 
liability insurance coverage, 
meet the Tennessee Work-
ers’ Compensation require-
ments and have access to a 
backhoe, mini excavator, 
trencher, conduit plow, and 
reel trailers should contact 
Barry Smith at 731.562.1710 
by January 17, 2025.

Gibson Electric is an equal 
opportunity employer and 
provider.

1/8 , 1/15
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PUBLIC NOTICES & RECORDS
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The Board of Directors of Northwest Tennessee
Economic Development Council will hold a Board
Meeting on Friday, January 17, 2025, beginning
at 10:00 a.m. The meeting will be physically held
at the Northwest TN Headstart/Early Head Start
Central Office located at 938C Walnut Avenue W.,
McKenzie, Tn and held virtually by Zoom.

Lake County General Sessions Court

Lake County General Sessions Report

12-23-24
Arraignment

Treshaun Lyons – domestic 
assault – continue 6 months, 
no violent contact, no cost, 
anger management referral, 

or bond, status 01-23-25
Courtney D. Turner – dui 
third offense, driving while 

license revoked, implied con-
sent – misd, public defender 
appointed, administrative 

attorney fee $50.00, bond 
$3,500 – 01-23-25

James Wilson – failure to ap-
pear – guilty plee, no cost

Appearance
Aaron Bartlett – possession 
of weapon – convicted felon 
– bond $5,000, app 01-23-25
Dominic Battee – schedule 
VI drugs – mfg, del, sell, 
poss, unlaw possession of 

weapon, schedule IV drugs 
– mfg, del, sell, poss, poss 
unlaw drug paraphernalia 

uses & activities, schedule II 
drugs – mfg, del, sell, poss - 
$10,000 bond, app 01-23-25

Vickie Clark – domestic 
assault – physical contact 
– continue 6 months, no 
violent contact, court cost 

$360.50 – 05-22-25
Desarea Cole – poss unlaw 

drug paraphernalia uses 
& activities, contempt of 

court – 02-03-25 – theft up 
to $1,000 – or bond, waive 
to bound case over to grand 
jury, reduce bond to or bond

Samuel Evans – failure to 
appear

Devante Fryerson – domestic 
assault, bond $1,500 – pre-

lim 02-03-25
Billy J.Hansbrough – theft 

of merchandise up to $1,000 
– pre-trial diversion 1 yr exp 
12-22-25, no contact with 

Foodrite - $402.00
Cedrick Tyrell Kimble – 
speeding 40/54, driving 

without license – app 02-

27-25
James Robert McCoy – dis-
orderly conduct – continut 6 
months, no further trouble, 
dismiss no cost 05-22-25
Matthew McCoy – disor-
derly conduct – continue 6 
months, no further trouble, 
dismiss no cost 05-22-25

Larry Morris – allowing dog 
to run at large – continue 6 
months, no further trouble, 
dismiss no cost 05-22-25

Joshua Patterson – failure to 
appear – misdemeanor, driv-
ing while license suspended, 
registration certificate must 

be carried, financial responsi-
bility law, contempt of court
Joshua Scott – vandalism up 

to $1,000 – app 01-23-25
Devin Smith – criminal tres-

pass, public intoxication
Christopher Tacker – theft 
up to $1,000 – prelim. 01-

06-25
Laura Thomas – poss unlaw 
drug paraphernalia uses & 

activities, simple poss/casual 
exchange – payment status 

01-23-25
Kailee Brook Warren – child 
abuse/neglect/endangerment 
– bond $4,000, app 01-23-25

James Wilson – driving 
while license suspended, 

unlawful removal/alteration 
of registration tag – attempt 

– dismissed
Scott Shelton – contempt 
of court – 20 days, bond 

$2,500 surety, $250.00 cash, 
reset 01-06-25

Jimmy Hurst – burglary – 
bond $3,500, public defend-
er appointed, administrative 

attorney fee $50.00, reset 
01-06-25

Payment Status
Jamarion Abbott – theft up 
to $1,000 – must have drug 
screen by 4:00 today, pay-

ment status 01-09-25
Kylie Aton – failure to ap-
pear, contempt of court

Desarae Cole – driving while 
license suspended, seat belt 
18 and older, registration 

expired, financial responsibil-
ity law, contempt of court, 

probation violation, theft up 
to $1,000, schedule II drugs 
– mfg, del, sell, poss, poss 
unlaw drug paraphernalia 

uses & activities, simple poss/
casual exchange, failure to 

appear on citation, contempt 
of court, probation violation 

– 02-03-25
Joel Cooper – domestic as-

sault, reckless endangerment 
– deadly weapon involved – 

payment status 01-23-25
Latisha Cruze – dui first 

offense, contempt of court – 
payment status 01-09-25

Jackson Davis – schedule VI 
drugs: mfg, del, sell, poss, 
domestic assault, contempt 

of court – 01-23-25
Jackson Davis – domestic 

assault, contempt of court – 
01-23-25

Samuel Evans – driving 
while license revoked, con-

tempt of court x 2, regis-
tration expired, financial 
responsibility law, drivers 

to exercise due care, duty to 
render aid and give informa-
tion, contempt of court x 2
Jennifer Harness – theft up 

to $1,000
Joshua Patterson – failure 
to appear – misdemeanor, 

contempt of court, probation 
violation

Joseph Pryor – dui first of-
fense – 01-06-25

Scott Shelton – theft up to 
$1,000, contempt of court, 

simple poss/casual exchange, 
contempt of court

Devin Smith – vandalism 
up to $1,000 – 01-09-25 – 
domestic assault – physical 

contact

Status
Joshua Patterson – failure to 
appear – misdemeanor, con-

tempt of court

Show Cause
Alison Copeland – dui first 

offense – bond $1,000 – reis-
sue SC 01-09-25

Traffic Hearing
Courtney Turner – financial 
responsibility law – 01-23-25

Preliminary Hearing
Latrenda Jones – domestic 
assault – aggravated – bond 
$3,500 – bound over grand 

jury March 17th
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

Senior Living · Rehabilitation

An affiliate of American Health Communities

Office: 731.286.1221
Fax: 731.285.3886

1990 Parr Avenue
Dyersburg, TN 38024

2066 Hwy 45 By-Pass · Trenton, TN 38382
Trenton · Jackson · Dyersburg

4255 CATES LANDING RD N.
TIPTONVILLE, TN

So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you; 
I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand.

~Isaiah 41:10

Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways 
submit to Him, and He will make 
your paths straight.

~Proverbs 3:5-6

Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.

~Philippians 4:6

"For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future."

~Jeremiah 29:11

For I am not ashamed of the Gospel 
of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, 
for the Jew first, and also for the 
Greek.

~Romans 1:16

For whatever things were written 
before were written for our learning, 
that we through the patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope

~Romans 15:4

This Devotional & Directory is 
made possible by these businesses 
who encourage all of us to attend 

worship services.

BAPTIST
CALVARY INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
6665 Push Rd. Hornbeak, 538-
3508
COTTONWOOD BAPTIST
125 Gratia Rd. Ridgely, 731-264-
9023
COTTONWOOD GROVE BAPTIST
2980 State Rt. 79 Ridgely
FIRST BAPTIST
300 S. Main St. Ridgely, 264-5972
FIRST BAPTIST
699 Church St. Tiptonville, 253-
7617
LAKEVIEW BAPTIST
130 Wagon Wheel Loop 
Tiptonville, 538-4129
RIDGELY CHAPEL BAPTIST
552 Bishop St. Ridgely, 264-9431
RIDGELY CHAPEL BAPTIST
523 Walker St. Ridgely, 264-0431
ST. JOHN #3
908 Lake St. Tiptonville
ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST
508 Cedar St. Tiptonville, 253-
7264
WILLINGHAM MEMORIAL 
BAPTIST
435 Madie Thompson Rd. Ridgely
WYNNBURG BAPTIST
95 Wynnburg Bluebank Rd. 
Wynnburg, 253-7237

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 Cedar St.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
515 Church St. Tiptonville, 253-
6895
CHURCH OF CHRIST BURRUS 
CHAPEL
Keefe Community
CHURCH OF CHRIST RIDGELY
429 Lake St. Ridgely, 264-5813
JONES CHAPEL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
Hwy. 22 N. Tiptonville

CHURCH OF GOD
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH OF GOD 
OF PROPHECY
312 Church St. Ridgely, 731-676-
8621

METHODIST
CROCKETT CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST
3695 Wynnburg-Bluebank Rd. 
Tiptonville
FIRST UNITED METHODIST
536 Church St. Tiptonville, 253-
7414
RIDGELY FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST
120 S. Churchill St. Ridgely, 264-
5013
ROCK OF AGES CME.
824 Lake St. Tiptonville, 253-8134
UNITED METHODIST
120 S. Church St. Ridgely, 264-
5013

PENTECOSTAL
FIRST PENTECOSTAL
308 Lake St. Ridgely

PRESBYTERIAN
TIPTONVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
719 Church St.

OTHER
ABUNDANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP
835 Tank Two Rd. Ridgely, 264-
5166
IMPACT WORSHIP CHURCH
323 Church St. Tiptonville
LIVING WORD CHURCH
252 N. Main St. Hornbeak
NORTHLAKE CHURCH
165 Keystone Dr. Tiptonville, 731-
592-8164 
SOLOMON CHAPEL
3275 Tiptonville/Ridgely Rd. 
Tiptonville

McNeely Motors LLC
501 Harrell Ave. Dyersburg, TN

731-445-2013
McNeelyMotors.com

Thomas McNeely – McNeelyMotors@gmail.com

BUY HERE – PAY HEREBU
Y 

HE
RE

 –
 P

AY
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ER
E

NO CREDIT CHECKS!! WE GET YOU ROLLIN’

NO CREDIT CHECKS!! WE GET YOU ROLLIN’

Dyersburg, TN

Advertise in the local ChurchDirectory for only $16 per week!Call or email us today.(731) 253-6666info@richardsonmediagroup.net

BAPTIST
CALVARY INDEPENDENT 
BAPTIST
6665 Push Rd. Hornbeak, 
538-3508
COTTONWOOD BAPTIST
125 Gratia Rd. Ridgely, 
731-264-9023
COTTONWOOD GROVE 
BAPTIST
2980 State Rt. 79 Ridgely
FIRST BAPTIST
300 S. Main St. Ridgely, 264-5972
FIRST BAPTIST
699 Church St. Tiptonville, 
253-7617
LAKEVIEW BAPTIST
130 Wagon Wheel Loop
Tiptonville, 538-4129
RIDGELY CHAPEL BAPTIST
552 Bishop St. Ridgely, 264-9431
RIDGELY CHAPEL BAPTIST
523 Walker St. Ridgely, 264-0431
ST. JOHN #3
908 Lake St. Tiptonville
ST. JOHN MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST
508 Cedar St. Tiptonville, 
253-7264
WILLINGHAM MEMORIAL 
BAPTIST
435 Madie Thompson Rd. Ridgely
WYNNBURG BAPTIST
95 Wynnburg Bluebank Rd.
Wynnburg, 253-7237

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 Cedar St.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
515 Church St. Tiptonville, 
253-6895
CHURCH OF CHRIST BURRUS 
CHAPEL
Keefe Community
CHURCH OF CHRIST RIDGELY
429 Lake St. Ridgely, 264-5813
JONES CHAPEL CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
Hwy. 22 N. Tiptonville

CHURCH OF GOD
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH OF 
GOD OF PROPHECY
312 Church St. Ridgely, 
731-676-8621

METHODIST
CROCKETT CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST
3695 Wynnburg-Bluebank Rd.
Tiptonville

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
536 Church St. Tiptonville, 
253-7414

RIDGELY FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST
120 S. Churchill St. Ridgely, 
264-5013

ROCK OF AGES CME.
824 Lake St. Tiptonville, 253-8134

UNITED METHODIST
120 S. Church St. Ridgely, 
264-5013

PENTECOSTAL
FIRST PENTECOSTAL
308 Lake St. Ridgely

United Pentecostal Church 
1590 Lake Dr.
Tiptonville, TN 38979

PRESBYTERIAN
TIPTONVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
719 Church St.

OTHER
ABUNDANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP
835 Tank Two Rd. Ridgely, 
264-5166

IMPACT WORSHIP CHURCH
323 Church St. Tiptonville

LIVING WORD CHURCH
252 N. Main St. Hornbeak

NORTHLAKE CHURCH
165 Keystone Dr. Tiptonville, 
731-592-8164

SOLOMON CHAPEL
3275 Tiptonville/Ridgely Rd.
Tiptonville
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SPORTS

You are invited to The Celebration at the Ryman: FHU’s 60th 
Benefit Dinner! Join us Thursday, January 16, 2025, for 
an unforgettable performance by award-winning country 
group Shenandoah and a conversation and short acoustic set 
from a legendary country star. 

Because of you, students’ lives can be changed. Your 
generosity, along with others who have supported the FHU 
Benefit Dinner, can help fund scholarships for thousands of 
students and add to the $34 million that has been raised 
during the past 60 years.

Learn more at fhu.edu/benefitdinner,
or call 800-FHU-FHU1, ext 6017.

Scan the QR code to purchase tickets!

I recall covering the 
University of Tennessee’s 
Fiesta Bowl media day 
prior to its national 
championship bout with 
Florida State back in 
December of 1998.

Then-UT coach Phillip 
Fulmer was asked about the 
debacle against Nebraska 
during the Orange Bowl a 
year before. If you recall, 
Tennessee, ranked No. 
3 in the nation, played 
No. 1 Nebraska and was 
annihilated 42-17. This 
was the last Bowl Alliance 
championship, a precursor 
to the Bowl Championship 
Series, otherwise known as 
the BCS.

The Cornhuskers rolled 
through the Vols that night 
like the Soviets through 
Eastern Europe, like illegal 
aliens through the southern 
border, like the Kardashians 
through an NBA locker 
room. Being honest, 
Tennessee’s performance 
was embarrassing for the 

school and the Southeastern 
Conference. 

Even All-American 
Tennessee linebacker 
Leonard Little remarked 
that Nebraska’s players 
were powerful and great. 
Let’s face it, Nebraska’s 
personnel ran roughshod 
over the Vols that night. 
I was there and it was 
uncomfortable to watch.

When asked about the 
consequences of that game, 
Fulmer said, “coming off 
that game, we made a big 
deal about being physical.”

So the Vols went back 
to the drawing board, 
then the weight room 
to get bigger, stronger 
and faster. Guess what? 
Mission accomplished. A 
year later the Vols defeated 
Florida State 23-16 in the 
Fiesta Bowl to win its first 
national title since 1951.

For Tennessee, things 
worked out well after that 
loss.

After contemplating 

Tennessee’s dismal 
performance at Ohio State 
in the opening round of the 
playoffs, I compared the 
two debacles.

Against Nebraska, the 
Vols were at a physical 
disadvantage on both sides 
of the ball. Nebraska’s 
offensive and defensive 
lines schooled Tennessee. 
With Ohio State, things 
become a bit more complex. 
The Buckeyes were clearly 
deeper and more talented 
than Tennessee.

In addition, Tennessee 

essentially was a 
unidimensional team 
this year. The Vols 
didn’t muster much of a 
passing attack this year 
and relied on the ground 
game. When Tennessee 
had better personnel, the 
gambit worked. When the 
personnel was equal or 
better, the Vols struggled. 
Things don’t look like they 
are going to improve in the 
vertical game next year 
since Squirrel White and 
four other receivers have 
entered the transfer portal.

Why would they stay 
when Tennessee’s air 
game was anemic at best? 
Is vaunted high school 
quarterback recruit Nico 
Iamaleava capable of 
dealing with the big time? 
Does he need more time? 
Is the offensive scheme 
too predictable for him 
to be successful? Does 
Tennessee have the right 
personnel among the 
coaching staff to implement 

changes so Tennessee can 
be less predictable?

Like 1997, Tennessee had 
a pretty good year in 2024. 
But, like 1997, it seemed 
that the Vols often lived on 
the edge. The edge can be a 
perilous place.

Before we wring our 
hands into an arthritic knot, 
let’s be honest. Tennessee 
spent much of the season 
in the top 10, won 10 games 
for the second time in three 
years, beat Alabama and 
Florida and was a player in 
the national-championship 
race. When you consider 
that the basketball team is 
No. 1 in the nation for the 
fourth straight week, the 
Lady Vols’ basketball team 
is 12-0 and the baseball 
team is the defending 
national champion, I’d say 
Tennessee folks should 
have a lot to be happy about.

But some Tennessee 
fans just won’t be satisfied 
with that. It’s like Fulmer 
said back in 1998, when 

you win, you tend to create 
monsters. Some of those 
goblins shine the seats at 
Neyland Stadium with their 
fannies.

There is a silver lining, 
or, perhaps orange, more 
appropriately. Tennessee 
coach Josh Heupel has an 
ally in athletic director 
Danny White, a pretty 
formidable NIL consortium 
and massive support from 
boosters. All the things he 
needs to be successful are 
in place.

However…
Heupel may have to 

make some tough decisions 
regarding his staff in the 
off-season. 

If not, Danny White may 
have a hard decision to 
make in a few years.

Jim Steele is a 
correspondent for 
Richardson Media Group 
and may be reached on X 
@steelesports or via email 
at pressbox1@gmail.com.
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REELFOOT LAKE PIERS MADE HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE - Reelfoot Lake State Park recently 
announced that several of the public access piers and walks at the park have been made 
wheelchair accessible.  Also several of the walkways and piers have recently been rebuilt and 
repaired - Submitted photo

LCHS FACULTY ENJOYS TENNESSEE TITAN GAME - Several member of the Lake County High School 
faculty traveled to Nashville Sunday to see the Tennessee Titans play the Houston Texans.  They were 
guests in the suite of Sinova Global which is building a large factory just north of Tiptonville.  Their 
suite was especially welcome on a cold, rain-driven day in Music City.  From left, assistant principal 
Carrie Regalado, coach Jeff Gordon, Tonja Rushing, Shelly Arnett and Crystal Prince.  The Titans lost the 
game to the play-off bound Texans 32-14 but it was not all bad news for Tennessee.  Their lousy season 
earned the number one pick in the upcoming NFL draft. - Submitted photo


