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event to benefit Special Olympics Maryland.
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county championships.
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It sounds like the plot of 
a slapstick comedy film 
— a group of people rent 

a home for the weekend and 
invite more than 100 guests 
to a party that gets so rowdy 
that police are called three 
times, and when the cruisers 
arrive, the partiers all rush to 
their cars and create a bottle-
neck at a spot they mistake 
for the com-
munity exit.

Except 
this was 
not a 
fictional 

scenario and the Severna 
Park neighbors did not laugh 
when they heard the raucous 
noise and saw cars speeding 
through the Kensington com-
munity on July 4, 2018.

That story was relayed to 
the Greater Severna Park 
Council, with some people 
advocating regulations on 
sites like HomeAway, VRBO, 
FlipKey and the most popular, 

Airbnb, which all allow people 
to rent out their property on a 
short-term basis.

That business has become 
lucrative for some homeown-
ers. According to data re-
leased in January by Airbnb, 
Anne Arundel County had 
48,700 arrivals that paid a 
collective $7.8 million to hosts 
during 2018. Of Maryland’s 
24 jurisdictions, only Bal-

timore City ($14.9 million), 
Montgomery County ($11.3 
million) and Prince George’s 
County ($9.4 million) had 
more. The next closest, Gar-
rett County, accounted for 
$2 million.

Matt Hetrick lists four 
properties on Airbnb includ-
ing a loft over Main Street in 
Annapolis that was booked 

Anne Arundel County May Soon 
Regulate Short-Term Rentals

Short-term rentals, like this Arnold home owned by Timothy Mewmaw, allow people to visit 
Anne Arundel County at an affordable rate, but some neighbors are worried about their guests.

The Voice wants to know 
which businesses, res-
taurants, services and 

venues in Greater Severna 
Park have become your 
favorites over the past year. 
It’s simple — just fill out the 
survey and return it to the 
Voice by Friday, March 22. 
We will then tally all the 
votes and announce this 
year’s winners in our April 
4 edition. You may also cast 
your ballot by voting online 
at www.severnaparkvoice.
com/bestofsevernapark.

The Rules
- Nominees must be 

located within the Severna 
Park Voice distribution area 
zip codes — 21146 (Severna 
Park), 21012 (Arnold) and 
21108 (Millersville).

- Entries must be made 
on original newsprint — no 
photocopies, faxes, scans 
or emails — and must be 
mailed or hand-delivered 
to the Voice (one entry per 
household).

- Dropping off or mailing 
of multiple ballots will 
not be accepted. Voters 
must fill in nominations 

for at least 10 categories for 
the ballot to be valid. If you 
are nominating a business 
that has multiple loca-
tions, please specify the 
exact location you are 
nominating.

- Entries should be mailed 
to Severna Park Voice, P.O. 
Box 608, Severna Park, 
Maryland, 21146, or hand-
delivered to our office at 
1511 Ritchie Highway, Suite 
304, in Arnold.

The Dates
Deadline for entry is Fri-

day, March 22. All entries 
must be received by close of 
business on March 23 to be 
counted. We will print a re-
minder in the March 7 issue 
of The Voice, and the win-
ners will be announced in 
the April 4 issue. Winning 
businesses, organizations, 
services and venues will 
receive a custom-designed 
window sticker designating 
their 2019 “Best of Severna 
Park” status. Thank you for 
your participation. We look 
forward to announcing the 
winners you select!

Time To Vote For The 
Best Of Severna Park!

Council Strikes 
Down Immigration 

Resolutions
By Zach Sparks 

zach@pasadenavoice.com

The immigration debate 
got so heated in Janu-
ary that Anne Arundel 

County Executive Steuart 
Pittman received cellphone 
calls telling him to “go back 
to Mexico,” said government 
affairs officer Peter Baron dur-
ing a county council meeting 
on January 22.

Dominating the meeting 
were two resolutions intro-
duced by Republican Council-
man Nathan Volke of Pasa-
dena, who cited public safety 
concerns. One resolution 
asked Pittman to reinstate the 
county’s 287(g) immigration 
screening program, which 
former Anne Arundel County 
Executive Steve Schuh initiat-
ed in 2017 and Pittman ended 
in December 2018. The other 
resolution urged the county 
executive to not use federal 
funds for the legal representa-
tion of county detainees.

Both resolutions failed 4-3, 
with votes cast along party 
lines, but not before county 
officials spoke and 55 people 
testified during the pub-
lic hearing.

Volke formed his opinion 
after consulting Sheriff Jim 

Fredericks and visiting a de-
tention center to ask correc-
tional officers about 287(g).

“An individual who has 
been held in the detention 
center, at least according to 
Sheriff Fredericks, they would 
have already been charged 
with a crime, arrested and had 
an initial appearance before 
a court officer to determine if 
probable cause existed for the 
arrest,” Volke said. “It’s not 
as though people are being 
rounded up or asked for their 
papers or in some shape or 
form being shoved into jail 
under a pretense to then be 
able to determine their im-
migration status.”

Through the program, 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) trained lo-
cal officers to find and report 
undocumented immigrants 
who, as Volke mentioned, 
had already been arrested 
for other crimes. In each 
instance, a potential violator 
was flagged by Anne Arundel 
personnel, a regional ICE of-
ficer was contacted, and then 
that agent would determine 
if the person was subject to 
deportation.

From December 4 when Pit-
tman ceased the program to 

By Dylan Roche 
dylan@severnaparkvoice.com

When Winter Storm 
Gia swept through 
the area from the 

evening of Saturday, Janu-
ary 12, and throughout the 
day of Sunday, January 13, 
nearly doubling the expected 
3 inches in the forecast, par-
ents took to social media with 
variations of the same plea to 
Anne Arundel County Public 
Schools: “Make the call, Bob,” 
a lighthearted but direct 
request to Bob Mosier, the 
chief communications officer 
who makes the announce-
ment of any weather-related 
closures. In this instance, 
AACPS was able to announce 
that Monday would be a 
snow day by 5:30pm the night 
before. In other instances, it 
isn’t so easy.

“We are going to make the 

best decision we can for the 
system as a whole — both 
students and staff — with 
the information we have at 
the time we have to make a 
decision,” Mosier explained. 
“Given the choice, we would 
like to inform everyone the 
day or evening before. It’s just 
not always possible.”

Parents again awaited 
some sort of word about 
school closing on Friday, 
February 1, when an unantici-
pated amount of snow swept 
through the area, beginning 
at 8:00am. “There’s no more 
problematic instance with 
regard to weather than a 
storm that begins during the 
day,” Mosier said. “It hasn’t 
started when students leave 
for school, and it has started 
before they go home.”

Based on the forecast, 
AACPS put out a message the 

January Weather Serves As A Reminder Of 
AACPS’ Challenges In Closing Schools

Chamber Of Commerce Installs 
New Board Members For 2019

Photos courtesy of Laura’s Eyes Photography

Left: At its annual installation dinner, held on Wednesday, January 30, the Greater Severna Park and Arnold 
Chamber of Commerce swore in its board of officers and directors for 2019. Right: The meeting was also a chance 
for the chamber to present its annual Harmony Award to the owners of Kogen Dojo — Robert Van Valkenburgh, 
Matthew Van Valkenburgh and Dwayne Bowie — in recognition of their contributions to the community.

School officials realized that the snowfall on 
February 1 exceeded the forecast amounts and 
opted to send students home early.

Cast your votes on page A6.
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By Maya Pottiger

For Laura Nelson, Winter 
Relief at Woods Memorial 
Presbyterian Church is part 
of her “annual routine.” 
Nelson helped bring the 
program to Woods 19 years 
ago, and she has stuck with 
it ever since.

“I always feel like you’ve 
got to be giving something 
back,” Nelson said. “It’s re-
ally important to give back 
to your community, and this 
is my way of giving back to 
the community.”

Woods Church hosts Win-
ter Relief twice a year: once 
in October and once in late 
January or early February. 
Nelson said the church usu-
ally hosts over Halloween 
and the Super Bowl.

Nelson is the overall meal 
coordinator. She organizes 
the quantities and sign-ups, 
and assigns meal captains 

to individual meals. Over 
the years, Nelson said the 
Winter Relief guests always 
compliment the volunteers 
on their food.

“We’ve changed the 
meals as time has gone 
on. We try to make them 
well-balanced,” Nelson 
said. “We tend to have real, 
honest-to-goodness, home-
cooked meals.”

In 2001, Nelson worked 
with Scott Wiley to bring 
Winter Relief to Woods. 
After learning about it, 
Nelson and Wiley knew 
they had the space and re-
sources at Woods to support 

the program.
Nelson said she didn’t 

want to see her fellow com-
munity members suffering 
in the cold without food.

“I felt it was something we 
could do, and it was a local 
thing we could support,” 
Nelson said. “This, to me, 
was very local and hav-
ing an impact right in our 
community.”

During the week, Nelson 
said she enjoys getting to 
know the guests and hearing 
their stories.

“Some of the folks in there 
have hit some bad luck, 
some hard times,” Nelson 
said. “It’s something where 
they see a future, they know 
they can get out of it, but 
right at this moment, they 
need help.”

The most rewarding part 
is at the end of the night 
when the guests say thanks 
and tell Nelson they always 
look forward to their week 
at Woods, she said.

“The fact that you know 
you’re providing a safe, 
warm place for them to stay 
and making sure they have 
three meals for the day, 
it’s something that I feel 
is important to do for the 
community,” Nelson said. 
“It’s about what can you do 
for your community to help 
people right here.”

Winter Relief coordinator Laura Nelson received her 
Volunteer of the Month certificate from Voice vice 
president of operations Brian Lancione.

Margueritte Mills
Volunteer 
Of The Month

Laura Nelson Volunteers With 
Winter Relief For 19th Year

In case you missed it 
on the front page, I will 
be only too happy to fill 
you in — it’s February, 
and that means it’s time 
to start voting for our an-
nual Best of Severna Park 
contest. It’s amazing to 
me how popular this con-
test always proves to be.

Not that I should be 
surprised, of course. I 
know our readers take 
pride in their community, 
and everyone has their 
favorite place to eat, their 
trusted health care pro-
fessional, their favorite 
home service company, 
and so on and so forth. 
That’s why I hope that 
when you finish reading 
this column, you’ll turn 
back to the front page to 
read the rules and then 
to page A6 to read all the 
categories eligible for this 
year’s contest.

We had to remove a 
few categories to make 
room for new ones, but 
I think you’ll agree that 
this year’s ballot reflects 
a range of businesses, 
organizations and even 
people who make Severna 
Park stand out.

You can even cast your 
vote online — no enve-
lopes, stamps or mailing 
required. Just go to www.
severnaparkvoice.com/be-
stofsevernapark and type 
in your nominees. Bear 
in mind that you can vote 
only once, so make your 

ballot count. The voting 
period ends on March 22, 
and all the ballots will be 
totaled so that winners 
can be announced in the 
April 4 issue of the paper.

If you’re eligible for 
a category in Best of 
Severna Park, be sure 
to let all your support-
ers know to vote for you. 
Now isn’t the time to be 
modest. We want as many 
people in the community 
voting as possible so that 
the list of winners will 
reflect whom or what 
everyone really considers 
the best. You can even 
reach out to us to get a 
digital copy of our “Vote 
for Us” flyer with all the 
necessary information. 
Print it and post it in your 
front window, or share 
it on your Facebook and 
Instagram.

While winter contin-
ues, don’t go hibernating 
on us! I know the cold 
and the snow have been a 
drag this year, but I also 
know many of you are 
still getting out to make 
the community a bet-
ter place. We are always 
on the lookout for story 
ideas, and we want tips 
on the news that mat-
ters to you, our readers. 
If you know of a person 
or project that should 
be featured in the paper, 
or if you have feedback 
on anything you’ve read, 
shoot me an email at 
dylan@severnaparkvoice.
com. I look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Until next time, 
Severna Park — stay 
warm, and stay dry!

Dylan Roche
Editor
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One Stop Shopping: Countertop 
Fabircation, Installation and Cabinets

Call US for free 
estimate today!

410-216-3448
www.arkadiasurfaces.com

Arkadia Surfaces
1981 Moreland Pkwy 
Building 4A, Bay 2
Annapolis, MD 21401

1981 Moreland Pkwy, Building 4A, Bay 2, Annapolis, MD 21401  |  410-216-3448 1981 Moreland Pkwy, Building 4A, Bay 2, Annapolis, MD 21401  |  410-216-3448

$250 off
any countertop purchase

45% off
custom cabinets
Offer valid with countertop purchase and for certain cabinet lines. 
Cannot be combined with other offers/discounts. Offer expires 03/06/2019.

Cannot be combined with other offers/discounts. Offer expires 03/06/2019.

“Some of the folks in there have hit some bad 
luck, some hard times. It’s something where 

they see a future, they know they can get out 
of it, but right at this moment, they need help.”

 — Laura Nelson
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Saturday, February 23 • 10 am–1 pm
The Y in Arnold, 1209 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012

JOIN US AT THIS FREE EVENT FOR:
• A Healthy Lunch
• Dance Demonstrations
• Education and Screenings
• Giveaways and Ra�e Prizes

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
OR QUESTIONS: 
VISIT: umbwmc.org/heartbeatforhealth 
CALL: 410-553-8103

• Exercise Challenges 
• Obstacle Course for Kids 
• Free Smoothie Samples
• Food Demo and Spice Station

NEW THIS YEAR!

Eat well. 
Move more. 
Be healthy.

By Maya Pottiger

From December 22, 2018, 
through January 25, 2019, 
our government faced the 
longest partial shutdown in 
United States history. The ef-
fects of the shutdown, which 
impacted 800,000 federal 
employees, reached Severna 
Park residents.

In response to the shut-
down, many local businesses 
offered a variety of assistance 
to furloughed employees.

SPAN Inc. extended its 
emergency assistance to 
those being impacted by 
the shutdown.

“Anyone in our service area 
who is facing an emergency 
situation and finds them-
selves in need of assistance is 
eligible for services, and cer-
tainly furloughed employees 
fall into this category,” said 
Jennifer Pumphrey, the di-
rector of operations at SPAN.

During the shutdown, 
community organizations 
sent extra donations to 
SPAN to ensure the group 

did not run out of services 
to offer, according to Ellen 
Kinsella, director of develop-
ment at SPAN.

“SPAN sees first-time 
clients every day. Many are 
embarrassed to ask for help 
and don’t know what to do,” 
Pumphrey said. “Our volun-
teers are compassionate and 
caring, and put the clients at 
ease. They provide not only 
the assistance from SPAN, 
but they also make them 
aware of other resources in 
the community that may 
be of help.”

Other businesses offering 
assistance included Field-
stone Animal Inn, Cypress 
Public Counting, Severn 
Bank, Arundel Federal and 
many others.

“Those being impacted by 
the shutdown are our neigh-
bors. Severn Bank’s mission 
is to serve the community 
and do right by the people 
and businesses located in 
Anne Arundel County,” said 
Nicole Donegan, marketing 
and communications director 

of Severn Bank. “The commu-
nity has supported us over 
the years, so we are grateful 
for the opportunity to do the 
same and give back.”

However, the shutdown af-
fected more than just federal 
employees.

Erin W., a Severna Park 
resident, is not a federal em-
ployee but has fully felt the 
effects of the shutdown. Her 
husband runs a landscaping 
and snow removal business, 
and he had only one job be-
tween Christmas and the end 
of the shutdown.

“The furlough is drawing 
a lot of highlight to fed-
eral employees, but there’s a 
whole other wave of people 
beyond that,” Erin said. 
“This has been going on for 
so long that it’s touching 
everybody now.”

Fortunately for Erin, her 
job as a nanny was safe 
because her employer is in 
the medical field. But Erin’s 
income alone wasn’t enough 
to support her six-person 
family, and she had to apply 

for food stamps and fi-
nancial aid.

“This is the first time I’ve 
ever had to go to a food bank 
ever in my life,” Erin said. 
“You do what you have to 
do when you have kids. I 
have four kids; I take care of 
them the best I can. I’m not 
going to let them go hungry, 
because I can put my pride 
in front of me and apply for 
these services and go to the 
food bank.”

Erin described the expe-
rience as “demoralizing.” 
Without a federal ID, she 
— like many others — is 
ineligible for many of the 
offers from local businesses. 
Erin said this group of people 
isn’t going to “bounce back 
real fast.”

“We’re never going to 
recoup that money. Those 
federal employees, they’ll 
get back pay. We’re not going 
to get any back pay,” Erin 
said. “We’re going to be in 
the same spot in February or 
March … we’re going to be in 
the same boat.”

Local Businesses Aided Furloughed Residents

Photo courtesy of Elyzabeth Marcussen, Hospice of the Chesapeake

Representatives of the Chartwell Foundation visited 
Hospice of the Chesapeake’s John & Cathy Belcher 
Campus in Pasadena in December to deliver a $5,000 
check as part of its annual giving campaign. Hospice 
of the Chesapeake has been a fortunate recipient of 
giving from the Severna Park organization for the last 
13 years. Hospice of the Chesapeake Major Gifts 
Director Lynne Davidson and CEO Ben Marcantonio 
accepted the donation from Steve Lombardo (left) and 
Joe Flynn (right), respectively, the outgoing and 
incoming presidents of the Chartwell Foundation.

Chartwell Foundation 
Donates $5,000 To Hospice 

Of The Chesapeake
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Looking for a church? coME Join uS!

Roman Catholic Church • Severna Park, MD

our Purpose: To form disciples of  Jesus christ who joyfully live out the gospel!

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday:
5:15 PM  REJOICE 
Music Ensemble  

Sunday:
7:00 AM Spoken Mass
9:15 AM Contemporary 
11:00 AM Traditional Choir
2:30 PM (3rd Sundays) Filipino Mass
5:15 PM EXALT Praise Group

410-647-4884 | www.stjohnsp.org 
689 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, Maryland 21146





 

 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 










 







  

  




















    








































































 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                 






       

     





Childcare is now available 
during the 9:15 AM, 11 AM 

and 5:15 PM Sunday Masses

Explore Life’s Big Questions

Next Alpha Session
Starts on

Wednesday, February 27 

Over 29 million have tried Alpha
Join us for dinner, a movie and conversation…childcare provided.

www.stjohnsp.org/alpha

Make Lent 40 Days of awesome…
starting on ash Wednesday, March 6

ashes will be distributed in the context of a brief prayer service at the following times:
6:30, 7:30, 8:30 (Mass), 9:30, 10:30 (with school students), & 11:30 am; 12:30, 1:30, 2:30, 3:30, 4:30, 5:30, 6:30 (Mass), & 7:30 pm

confessions: 9:30-10:15 am; 11:30 am–12:15 pm; 4:30 pm-5:15 pm; 7:30-8:15 pm

www.stjohnsp.org/lent

351 times between June 2015 
and January 2019. He would 
welcome fair regulations 
and zoning discussions, but 
he thinks laws limiting the 
frequency of rentals in Anne 
Arundel County would be 
detrimental.

“I think if someone is 
upset about their neighbor 
or a party, that’s not the best 
way to do it,” Hetrick said. “I 
find it counter to the spirit of 
entrepreneurship and to the 
idea of introducing guests 
to our county and our city. 
The people are vibrant and 
they come from all over the 
country. They’re coming for a 
wedding or to visit the Naval 
Academy. There is a long-
standing tradition of renting 
out homes during Commis-
sioning Week.”

Timothy Mewmaw uses 
Airbnb to list a detached bed-
room in Arnold. Since April 
2017, he’s hosted 185 times. 
Both he and Hetrick agreed 
that homeowners should 
take responsibility for setting 
house rules, and the site’s rat-
ing system alerts users about 
noncompliant guests and 
bad hosts.

“I fail to see how restric-
tions would address some-
one being a rambunctious 
neighbor, but I agree it is a 
concern,” Mewmaw said. 
“Renters should follow the 
same guidelines for parking, 
for noise ordinance, for all 
that stuff.”

Will Hicks, an Arnold 
property owner, said, “It’s up 
to the owner to police it. My 
house rules are no parties 
or events.”

Montgomery County, 
Prince George’s County and 
Baltimore City have each de-
bated laws regulating short-
term rentals. Councilmember 

Hans Riemer sponsored the 
Montgomery County bill, 
which took effect in July 2018.

“We had a fair amount of 
residents who were using 
Airbnb … buying up property 
and turning them into full-
time hotels,” he said. “Homes 
are for housing and we want 
to keep it that way.”

The accepted Montgomery 
County legislation limits 
homeowners to short-term 
rentals of 120 days per year 
if they do not reside in the 
home. It also limits the num-
ber of guests to six per listing 
and two adults per room. 
Homeowners must also apply 
for $150 licenses and renew 
them each year.

“You hear from people say-
ing, ‘I think it’s terrible. It’s 
my property and I should be 
able to do what I want with 
it,’” Riemer said. “But I think 
there’s quite a wide middle 
ground that allows people to 
use it in a targeted way.”

But each jurisdiction has 
different needs, noted Anne 
Arundel County District 
5 Councilwoman Amanda 
Fiedler, who has discussed 
both sides of the issue with 
her constituents.

“A situation like this is 
going to impact the entire 
county, so it’s really impor-
tant to be proactive and try 
to estimate the unintended 
consequences and look at all 
sides,” Fiedler said.

Fiedler is still welcoming 
input on the issue and has not 
yet drafted any legislation.

A bill at the state level 
failed to get out of committee 
last year, and the only return-
ing sponsor, Brian Feldman 
from Montgomery County, 
has no plans to reintroduce it, 
according to his office.

Nationwide, Indiana was 
the only state to pass short-

term rental regula-
tions in 2018, 
although 15 other 
states considered 
changes, accord-
ing to the Pew 
Research Center. 
Nebraska’s gover-
nor vetoed a bill.

Each Mary-
land jurisdiction 
will continue 
regulating the 
short-term 
rental industry 
on its own.

Prince George’s County leg-
islation, which will take effect 
in October 2019, was similar 
to the Montgomery County 
law in that it requires hosts to 
apply for a county license and 
it allows only eight guests.

In December, after facing 
pressure from representa-
tives in the hotel industry, 
the Baltimore City Council 
voted to impose a 9.5 percent 
tax on guests who use short-
term rentals.

Pasadena resident Carol 
Shepard thinks that rate is 
too high for Anne Arundel. 
“You’re there for a comfort-
able stay in someone’s home,” 
she said. “I don’t do this for 
business — although it’s a 
nice business — I do it to 
share my home.”

Mewmaw emphasized that 
most of his guests are blue-
collar workers and not neces-
sarily the corporate clientele 
that stay in hotels.

“A difference of $4 to $5 a 
night makes a big difference 
on what room gets booked,” 
Mewmaw said. “Granted, 
you can say the overall rate 
will go up for everyone. My 
sense is that it will eliminate 
more hosts.

“I think the main result 
of increased legislation, 
taxes and red tape is that less 

homeowners and more busi-
nesses will take over small 
rentals like this,” he said. 
“Eventually, it’ll be one or two 
corporations controlling an 
army of cleaners and lower-
level managers to do all of it.”

Most homeowners are in 
favor of reasonable guide-
lines. “Airbnb doesn’t come 
to my house to make sure 
it’s fireproof and it’s safe,” 
Shepard said.

All the homeowners who 
contributed to this article 
expressed hesitation over 
potential laws. Asking for 
anonymity because of a past 
incident with stalking, an 
Arnold host said most of her 
guests visit from out of state 
and that providing them a 
place to stay is more impor-
tant than making money.

“We host because we have 
the privilege of supporting 
local midshipmen when their 
families visit,” she said. “We 
have the pleasure of giving 
a soft place to land at the 
end of a long day at a local 
conference. We enjoy open-
ing our doors to the myriads 
of people who come to cheer 
on their team when the Navy 
stadium hosts home games. 
It’s personal. It’s supportive. 
It’s fostering relationships 
and friendships.”

Anne Arundel County May Regulate Short-Term Rentals

A little more than 
a year after calling a 
community meeting 
to share ideas for the 
Severna Park Museum, 
the Winkelmeyer family 
is pleased to spread the 
word that the organiza-
tion – now an official 
501 (C)(3) nonprofit, 
nonstock corporation – is 
moving toward its goal of 
providing exhibits with 
memorabilia and stories 
for community members 
to learn about the history 
of the area.

The Severna Park Mu-
seum has established an 
official board of trust-
ees, which comprises 
Scott Jay (chairman), 
Betty Winkelmeyer 
Wells, Stacey Reeder, 
Brian and Linda 
Jablon, Susan Nolte, 
Lynn Bailey, Maureen 
Carr-York, Simona 
Simmons, Michalene 
and Bob Boggs, Mary 
Vogelsang, Amy Leahy, 
Leigh Appel, Karen 
and Andy Trettin, 
Sandy Spadaro, Stacey 
and Edgar Freeman, 
and Joe Angelof.

Additionally, the 
board has been offered a 
donation of display cases 
and hopes to start put-
ting up exhibits around 
Severna Park at schools, 
libraries and community 
centers while it works 
toward finding a per-
manent home.

The Severna Park 
Museum was also the 
beneficiary of a concert 
in late 2018 at the home 

of Susan Nolte in Severna 
Park. The concert, titled 
“Acoustic Music on the 
Riverfront,” was per-
formed by the Cattail 
Creek Trio, consisting 
of David and Ginger 
Hildebrand, professional 
musicians, and David 
Nolte. The instruments 
behind the vocal har-
monies included guitar, 
violin, piano, banjo, har-
monica, bass guitar, flute 
and mandolin. The event 
raised $400 through 
ticket sales and an addi-
tional $205 was received 
in the form of donations 
for a total of $605. The 
evening included a wine 
and cheese reception 
prior to the concert and a 
brief talk by Wells about 
plans for the museum.

The Severna Park 
Museum is also in need 
of contributions. If you 
are interested in being 
a sponsor, please send 
a check to the Severna 
Park Museum Inc., 528 
Melrose Lane, Severna 
Park, Maryland 21146.

In the coming months, 
the Severna Park Mu-
seum will hold a public 
gathering or presentation 
for residents interested 
in learning more about 
the vision for the mu-
seum and what the next 
steps will be to make 
that vision come to life. 
Attendees will also enjoy 
a presentation from 
Scott Jay on what life 
was like in early Severna 
Park. Dates will be an-
nounced soon.

Severna Park Museum Seeks 
Stories And Sponsorship

 »Continued from A1
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Brought to you by the Merchants of Park Plaza

Park Plaza is located at 550-582 Governor Ritchie Highway in Severna Park.  Sponsored by the merchants of Park Plaza Shopping Center.

Food & ReStauRantS
Bill Bateman’s Bistro
Honey Baked Ham
Kyoto Japanese Restaurant
Ledo Pizza
Mi Pueblo Restaurant 
Noodles and Company   
Park Tavern
Smoothie King 
Subway
Taco Bell

The Breakfast Shoppe 

GiFt SHoPS & Retail
Dance Supplies, Etc.
Dress Barn/Dress Barn for Women
Five Below 
Franklin’s Toys
Jo-Ann Fabrics 
Marc Todd Jewelers 
Music and Arts Center 
Park Home

Side Street Framers & gift gallery
T- Mobile
The Cottage 
The UPS Store
Wild Bird Center
Xfinity 

HealtH & Beauty
Creative Force Dance Center
Hair Cuttery 
Hand and Stone Massage & Facial Spa

Image Creators Salon & Spa 
Kwon’s Taekwondo 
Olde Tyme Barbershop
Park Fitness 
Split Ends Salon
Sport Clips 
Top Nails

PRoFeSSionalS
ATI Physical Therapy
Chesapeake Hearing Centers, Inc. 

Coldwell Banker 
Edward Jones 
Long and Foster
M&T Bank
Mathnasium 
Multi-Specialty Health Care Group 
Park Pharmacy 
Paul W. Gill, DPM Podiatrist
Priority Care
Severn River Dental Health Center
United Title and Escrow

LOVE IS ALL AROUND
WITH GREAT GIFT

SELECTIONS, RESTAURANTS
AND SERVICES

5 8 0  R I T C HIE  H W Y  •  S E V E R N A  PA R K

41 0 - 7 93 - 593 0  •  PA R K TAV E R N S P . C O M

At Park Tavern, you'll enjoy modern, 

approachable American food paired 

with craft beers, wines, and cocktails 

in a warm, welcoming setting. 

Come see how we're reinventing the 

classic American tavern (and brunch) 

right here in Severna Park. 

S E V E R N A  P A R K ' S  F A V O R I T E  

N E W  S P O T  N O W  S E R V E S

W E E K E N D  
B R U N C H . 

$

J O I N  U S  •  S A T  1 1 - 3  •  S U N  1 0 - 3

B O T T O M L E S S  M I M O S A S  

&  B U I L D  Y O U R  O W N  

B L O O D Y  M A R Y S
1 2

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

New gift 
items 

arriving daily

Marc Todd 
Jewelers

night before for parents and 
students to prepare for an 
on-time start to the school 
day. AACPS revisited the deci-
sion the following morning 
and decided to follow through 
with the plan based on the 
timing and predicted accu-
mulation. Snow was supposed 
to start around 8:00am, 
accumulate no more than a 
dusting, maybe an inch at 
most, and be gone by 2:00pm. 
That meant the snow would 
just be starting as middle and 
elementary schoolers arrived 
at school, and would be gone 
and cleaned up by the time 
high schools dismissed at 2:17.

“We were talking through-
out the morning, and it was 
about 10:15 that we decided 
we were going to pull the 
plug and get the kids out of 
school,” Mosier said.

In instances such as the 
one AACPS saw on January 
12-13, Mosier said, it’s easier 
to make a decision the night 
before because personnel are 
actually able to assess the 
conditions at that time. In 
other circumstances, such 
as February 1, when snow is 
forecast to begin during the 
morning commute, the deci-
sion requires collaboration 
on behalf of many depart-
ments looking at a range of 
components.

In those cases, the process 
begins around 3:00am, when 
AACPS personnel go out to 
assess the conditions of the 
roads. If snow has not yet 
started to fall or has only 
recently started, personnel 
will gauge the temperature of 
the pavement to see whether 
snow or ice will stick and ac-
cumulate. By 4:00am, other 
personnel are treating school 
lots and sidewalks with sand 
and salt. If snow has already 

accumulated, an effort begins 
to clear it.

Meanwhile, AACPS com-
municates with the county’s 
Department of Public Works 
and Office of Emergency 
Management, as well as the 
State Highway Administra-
tion, to gather facts about 
the weather-related road 

conditions.
All that information is col-

lected and provided to Super-
intendent Dr. George Arlotto 
sometime between 4:30am 
and 4:45am so that a deci-
sion can be made by 5:00am. 
AACPS alerts the media and 
posts an announcement to its 
website, as well as to Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram. 
Mosier emphasized that 
AACPS always makes the 
announcement as soon as 
possible. “That happens as 
soon as the decision has been 
made,” he said. “We tell par-
ents, staff and public that we 
don’t hold off. I’d like to sleep 
in too. I’d much rather make 
the call the night before and 
not get up at 3 in the morn-
ing. But the nature of storms 
isn’t like that.”

The only delay is the auto-
mated phone call that goes 
out to all parents registered 
within the school systems. 
This call is made at 5:30am 
because many parents gave 
feedback that 5:00am was 
too early.

Parents should also remem-
ber that even though roads 
look safe outside their homes, 
the roads might be more dan-
gerous only a 10- or 15-minute 
drive away. “One of the chal-
lenges we face is that we are a 
very diverse county in terms 
of weather,” Mosier said. 
“What happens in Harwood 

and what happens in Severna 
Park or Linthicum or Pasa-
dena could be four different 
things. You cancel school, and 
everyone in North County 
has no snow but people in 
South County have 3 inches. 
We have to make a county-
wide decision.”

When conditions are 
expected to improve, or when 
more time is needed to make 
a proper assessment, AACPS 
might announce a delay. 
In the case of Gia, AACPS 
delayed schools two hours 
on Tuesday, January 15, so 
that icy roads could warm up 
and officials could assess the 
conditions later. “We’re going 
to re-evaluate through those 
two hours, and buy ourselves 
more time to err on the side 
of caution,” Mosier said.

But the week of January 
14 brought another tough 
choice for AACPS – snow was 
predicted to come through 
the area on the afternoon and 
in the evening of Thursday, 
January 17, so all after-school 
activities were cancelled. 

When Anne Arundel County 
saw only a few flurries that 
night, parents claimed after-
school activities were “can-
celled for nothing,” according 
to Mosier. “But you have to 
make the best decision you 
can with the information you 
have at the time,” he said. 
“We don’t just roll the dice.”

In the case of February 1, 
early dismissal meant the 
cancellation of afterschool 
activities, including Friday 
night sports games, even 
though most roads and park-
ing lots were clear well before 
evening. Mosier explained 
that this is regular procedure. 
“Once we send students home 
for a weather-related cause, 
we’re not bringing them 
back,” he said.

Parents should bear in 
mind that if they disagree 
with the decision made by 
AACPS regarding school 
closures, they have the right 
to keep their children home, 
according to Administrative 
Regulation JB-RA, which 
states, “Students enrolled in 
public schools are considered 
lawfully absent from school 
for any portion of the day,” 
under circumstances includ-
ing “hazardous weather 
conditions which would 
endanger the health or safety 
of the student when in transit 
to and from school.” Students 
who miss this school day will 
be allowed to make up any 
work that was missed.

Parents who do not receive 
automated notifications from 
AACPS should check to make 
sure their correct phone num-
ber is registered with their 
children’s schools. To stay 
updated on the latest info as 
soon as it is released, follow 
AACPS on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram, or go to www.
aacps.org.

January Weather Serves As A Reminder Of Challenges Find These 
Stories Online

In honor of Black History 
Month, historian Janice 
Hayes-Williams shares 
information about prom-
inent African American 
figures from the area. 
Those people inlcude 
Wiley H. Bates, Sarah V. 
Jones, Charity Folks and 
George Phelps Jr.

Black History Is Strong 
In Anne Arundel County

Governor Larry Hogan 
released his FY2020 bud-
get in January, and it in-
cluded a record amount of 
funding for Chesapeake 
Bay restoration efforts.

In regard to local 
tributaries, including 

the Magothy and Severn 
watersheds, officials from 
environmental organi-
zations agreed that the 
proposal offered mostly 
long-term solutions 
as opposed to short-
term fixes.

Environmental 
Organizations Optimistic 

About Hogan’s Proposal

David V. Diggs, a family 
law and personal injury 

attorney, discusses 
the “red flag” gun law, 
which went into effect 
on October 1, 2018. The 
statute allows judges 
and court commission-
ers to order the tempo-
rary removal of guns 
from people who are 
judicially deemed a risk 
to themselves or others.

Maryland “Red Flag” Law 
Designed To Save Lives

“What happens in Harwood and what happens 
in Severna Park or Linthicum or Pasadena 

could be four different things. You cancel school, 
and everyone in North County has no snow 
but people in South County have 3 inches. 
We have to make a countywide decision.”

 — Bob Mosier, chief communications officer for AACPS

 »Continued from A1
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www.FrameAndFrame.com

QUESTION:  Do you need to be RICH to have a will or estate plan?
ANSWER:      No.  If you have children, a home, or other cherished assets , you 
want to protect them and pre-determine what happens in the event you are 
incapacitated or die.   It's not a fun subject, but it is an important one.  
 
For about the cost of  a weekend getaway, you can ensure your family has what 
they need.  Why would you wait?

Serving Anne Arundel C
o

for O
ver 6

5 Years410.255.0373
Schedule Your Planning Session Now!

The Categories Are:

Food/Dining
1. Best Restaurant Overall _____________________________
2. Best Wait Staff ____________________________________
3. Best Breakfast _____________________________________
4. Best Lunch _______________________________________
5. Best Dinner _______________________________________
6. Best Kids’ Menu ___________________________________
7. Best Barbecue _____________________________________
8. Best Burger _______________________________________
9. Best Coffee _______________________________________
10. Best Crab Cake ___________________________________
11. Best Bakery/Cakes ________________________________
12. Best Dessert _____________________________________
13. Best Ice Cream/Frozen Treat ________________________
14. Best Pizza _______________________________________
15. Best Salad _______________________________________
16. Best Sandwich/Sub ________________________________
17. Best Seafood _____________________________________
18. Best Wings ______________________________________
19. Best Fast Food  ___________________________________
20. Best Asian _______________________________________
21. Best Italian ______________________________________
22. Best Mexican ____________________________________
23. Best Gluten-Free Menu  ____________________________
24. Best Vegetarian Menu  _____________________________
25. Best Caterer _____________________________________
26. Best Bar _________________________________________
27. Best Delivery Service ______________________________
28. Best Special Occasion ______________________________

Beauty & Fitness
1. Best Fitness Club __________________________________
2. Best Hair Salon/Barber Shop _________________________
3. Best Hair Stylist/Barber ____________________________
4. Best Martial Arts Program __________________________
5. Best Place For A Massage ____________________________
6. Best Massage Therapist _____________________________
7. Best Nail Salon ____________________________________
8. Best Spa __________________________________________
9. Best Weight-Loss Program _________________________

Health
1. Best Medical Practice _______________________________
2. Best Physician _____________________________________
3. Best Men’s Care ___________________________________
4. Best Women’s Care _________________________________

5. Best Audiology Practice _____________________________
6. Best Chiropractic Practice ___________________________
7. Best Cosmetic/Reconstructive Surgery _________________
8. Best Dental Practice ________________________________
9. Best Optometry Practice ____________________________
10. Best Ophthalmology Practice  _______________________
11. Best Gastroenterology Practice ______________________
12. Best Orthodontic Practice __________________________
13. Best Orthopedic Practice ___________________________
14. Best Pediatric Practice _____________________________
15. Best Pharmacy ___________________________________
16. Best Physical Therapy Practice _______________________
17. Best Mental Health Care ___________________________
18. Best Veterinary Practice ___________________________
19. Best Senior Living Facility  ________________________

Professional Services
(Please Specify Agent & Company)
1. Best Accountant ___________________________________
2. Best Insurance  ____________________________________
3. Best Investment Adviser ____________________________
4. Best Lawyer ______________________________________
5. Best Mortgage Lender ______________________________
6. Best Real Estate Agent _____________________________

Best Home Services
1. Best Electrical Contractor ___________________________
2. Best Fence/Deck Contractor _________________________
3. Best Flooring/Carpet Contractor _____________________
4. Best Cleaning Service _______________________________
5. Best Home Improvement Contractor __________________
6. Best HVAC Contractor ______________________________
7. Best Interior Designer ______________________________
8. Best Kitchen/Bath Remodeling Service ________________
9. Best Landscape/Lawn Contractor _____________________
10. Best Painting Contractor ___________________________
11. Best Pool Service _________________________________
12. Best Plumbing Contractor _________________________
13.  Best Appliance Repair Service _____________________

Community Services
1. Best Auto Repair ___________________________________
2. Best Bank ________________________________________
3. Best Car Wash _____________________________________
4. Best Computer Service ______________________________
5. Best Dry Cleaner ___________________________________
6. Best Marine Repair ________________________________
7. Best Pet Grooming ________________________________

Retail/Shopping
1. Best Overall Customer Service _______________________

2. Best Art/Photography/Frame Shop ____________________
3. Best Athletic Gear Shop _____________________________
4. Best Bicycle Shop __________________________________
5. Best Consignment Shop _____________________________
6. Best Florist _______________________________________
7. Best Garden Center _________________________________
8. Best Gift Shop _____________________________________
9. Best Grocery Store _________________________________
10. Best Hardware Store _______________________________
11. Best Home Decor  _________________________________
12. Best Jeweler _____________________________________
13. Best Liquor Store _________________________________
14. Best Pet Supply Store ______________________________
15. Best Toy Store ____________________________________

Entertainment
1. Best Place For Family Entertainment __________________
2. Best Live Music Venue ______________________________
3. Best Happy Hour __________________________________
4. Best Place To Watch The Game _______________________
5. Best Event/Special Occasion Hall _____________________
6. Best Place To Take Out-Of-Towners __________________
7. Best Entertainment Venue Within 25 Miles _______________

Kids’ Activities
1. Best Activity Center ________________________________
2. Best After-School Program __________________________
3. Best Children’s Dance Company ______________________
4. Best Day Care _____________________________________
5. Best Music Instruction Program  _____________________
6. Best Party/Special Occasion Venue ____________________
7. Best Playground ___________________________________
8. Best Summer Camp ________________________________
9. Best Sports Facility _________________________________
10. Best Youth Sports League _________________________

Community
1. Most Desirable Community To Reside  _________________
2. Best Community Beach  _____________________________
3. Best Community Pool _______________________________
4. Best Club/Organization _____________________________
4. Best Nonprofit Organization _________________________
5. Best Place To Work _________________________________
6. Best Church ______________________________________
7. Best Pastor/Church Leader___________________________
8. Best School _______________________________________
9. Best Educator _____________________________________
10. Best Marina _____________________________________
10. Best Business To Open In 2018 ______________________
11. Most Influential Community Members (Name Three)
 ___________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________

It’s That Time: Vote For The “Best Of Severna Park” 2019!
NAME:  _____________________________
PHONE:  ___________________________
EMAIL: ____________________________
Above info is required.
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Caring for life throughout the 
journey with illness 
and loss is our mission.

Making hospice decisions 
can be overwhelming and 
confusing to patients and 
families. Our care team is here 
to help. 

hospicechesapeake.org 
410.987.2003

JingYing.org   410-431-5200

1195 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd #6, Arnold, MD 21012
Intersection of B&A Blvd. and Old County Rd

Kung Fu & Tai Chi

*Benefits The Bernie House - housing for families fleeing domestic violence.

Celebrating the 
“Year of the Boar”

FREE and Low-Cost Workshops at Jing Ying!

Special Tea Tasting with Tea Expert, Free Bonsai Lecture
Women & Teen Girls Self-Defense Workshop* 

Free Kung Fu & Tai Chi Classes

Feb 23: OPEN HOUSE (FREE!) - Lion Dance, Crafts, 
Activities, Giveaways, Silent Auction for Orphan Grain Train

VISION, REVERED

Call to schedule your Personal Listening Demonstration with our Doctors Of Audiology

410-672-1244
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A 

Severna Park
www.hearsolutions.comDr. Robinson Dr. Kostkowski Dr. Lilly 

Call and make an appointment for your complimentary 
hearing screening with one of our Audiologists today!

Better Hearing Means 
Better Overall Wellness

1234 Any Street
Suite 100, 
Town, State 12345

800-123-4567
www.websitegoeshere.com

We have our 
teeth and eyes 
checked regularly, but 
what about our ears?

Everyone over the age 
of 55 should have their 
hearing checked as part 
of an overall wellness 
program. 

Think about all you 
gain when you have 
your hearing 
checked.

HEAR EVERYTHING. 
Some forms of hearing 

loss are subtle or only 
occur in certain 

situations; make 
sure you can hear 
all the sounds of 
your life.

REMAIN 
STEADY 
ON YOUR 
FEET.
Beyond 

hearing, 
our ears 

are a key 
contributor 

to our balance 
— when they are 

affected negatively 
incidents of falling increase.

COMMUNICATE 
EFFECTIVELY.

Your hearing enables 
you to understand 

and communicate 
complex ideas, 

passing thoughts, 
and jokes  
every day. 

BE (AND 
STAY) HAPPY! 

Those who 
participate 
in a hearing 

screening and 
improve hearing 

health increase 
their quality of life and 

decrease their risk of 
depression.

We have our 

HEAR EVERYTHING. 
Some forms of hearing 

hearing, 

POSTPONE DEMENTIA.
Your ears can identify frequency, pitch, location, and many other details 
instantly — the better they work, the sharper your mind is likely to be.

JEFFREY P. CRANSKA D.D.S.

Family
Laser Dentistry

call 410.975.9331

DENTISTRY BY DR. JEFFREY P. cRaNSKa
Helping create beautiful smiles for over 40 years

 Ritchie Court Office Building - 877 B&A Blvd., Suite 305, Severna Park   410.975.9331 www.cranska.com

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS!! Call today for an appointment!

mid-January, ICE was notified 
of 13 potential violators who 
were all released before ICE 
could arrive, Volke said.

Councilwoman Jessica 
Haire, a Republican from 
Edgewater, said 193 people 
were screened as part of 
287(g) and charged with a 
crime independent of their 
immigration status.

“Of those 193 people, 69 
of them were here without 
authorization. Of those 69, 
over half were charged with 
a violent crime, and as we 
heard, that did not include 
those charged with DUI or 
DWI,” she said.

Bill Martin, acting superin-
tendent for the Department of 
Detention Facilities, empha-
sized throughout the hearing 
that he believed 287(g) placed 
more strain on his correction-
al officers. The criminal alien 
program that was already in 
place for 14 years, he said, 
utilizes the same process: 
jail-booking information, jail 
database information, Live 
Scan fingerprint information 
and booking records with 
identifiers.

“The only real difference 
is that correctional officers 
under 287(g) were doing the 
work of ICE federal agents. 
That’s it,” Martin said. “I have 
45 correctional officer vacan-
cies, and yet there was an-
other added duty, responsibil-
ity and potential liability to a 
staff that is currently working 

at least one overtime shift per 
six-day cycle and oftentimes 
two overtime shifts per cycle.”

Baron noted that only two 
other Maryland counties, 
Frederick and Harford, use 
287(g). A third jurisdiction, 
Cecil County, is set to adopt 
the program.

Harford County sheriff Jeff 
Gahler testified that 287(g) 
has helped reduce crime in his 
area since law enforcement 
implemented it in 2016.

“I fear that with Anne 
Arundel County eliminating 
this important federal part-
nership, it will send the wrong 
message to our local jurisdic-
tions, our area,” Gahler said.

Members of the commu-
nity were civil but passionate 
when speaking about 287(g). 
Rebecca Forte of Severna Park 
likened the resolutions to fed-
eral grandstanding, wasting 
time on federal issues instead 
of local issues like overdevel-
opment, schools and roads.

David Zwald, also of 
Severna Park, wondered how 
the money Pittman pledged 
to defend immigrants could 
instead be used on Pittman’s 
campaign promises to raise 
the salaries of teachers, police 
officers and firefighters.

The youngest speaker was 
Severna Park Middle School 
student Ella Moulsdale, who 
researched studies cited by 
the New York Times and the 
Cato Institute.

“As you all should know, 
immigrants commit far fewer 

crimes than native-born 
citizens,” Moulsdale said. “… 
287(g) does not keep our com-
munities safer. It instills fear 
in immigrants who are simply 
trying to have a better life.”

Glen Burnie resident 
Concepcion Morales shared 
his perspective as an immi-
grant who has lived in Anne 
Arundel County for 18 years.

“The 287(g) program has 
stirred fears of racial pro-
filing and worries among 
immigrant people,” Morales 
said. “It will prevent [the] 
immigrant community from 
calling police in times of need 
because [they] won’t trust 
police. And it would make 
the immigrant communities 
vulnerable.”

But District 5 Council-
woman Amanda Fiedler, who 
appreciated “compelling argu-
ments” from people on both 
sides of the issue, said, “The 
police department does not go 
into homes searching for il-
legal immigrants. There are no 
raids remotely similar to this.”

Even if the one resolution 
did pass, it would have no 
legal weight to force Pittman 
to reinstate the program. 
Martin hopes the conversa-
tion is over.

“We attempted to fix some-
thing that wasn’t broken,” he 
said. “We have now returned 
to what has been successful 
for 14 years, the criminal alien 
program, and the work is 
again being done by the right 
people: federal ICE agents.”

Council Strikes Down Resolutions

The Severna Park Republican Women’s Club (SPRWC), founded in 1964, has for many years 
contributed to the community as part of its Caring for America program. Its most recent 
donation was $300 in individual Firehouse Subs gift cards for the members of Earleigh Heights 
Volunteer Fire Company. SPRWC women presented the gift cards to the firefighters in 
January. Eastern District police officers were recipients in 2018. Over the years, the SPRWC 
has supported U.S. troops with stockings to deployed soldiers, and members have made 
donations to women’s shelters, Serving People Across Neighborhoods (SPAN) and local schools.

SPRWC Donates Gift Cards To Earleigh Heights

Would you like your 
event covered by the 
Severna Park Voice? 

Call 410-647-9400 or 
email spvnews@ 

severnaparkvoice.com

 »Continued from A1
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N e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  t h e  Mo n t h

Thank You for Voting Us Best Of Severna Park Again for 2018

Call TODAY for your FREE, no-hassle, no-pressure 
inspection/estimate of your roof, siding or windows.
Financing Options Available

Proud Sponsor of the 
Neighborhood of the Month!

Severna Park Owned and Operated
Licensed & Insured
MHIC #133042
Landmark Roofing Certified ID# CE29287

We’re helping make neighborhoods better one home at a time!

443-223-7453
www.roofingbylandmark.com

GAF Master Elite Contractor

By Judy Tacyn

The statuesque community of 
Brittingham — located in Mill-
ersville off Jumpers Hole Road  
— was developed by Calvin Grey 
Jr. Construction began in earnest 
in the early 1990s when Landmark 
Builders and NV Builders broke 
ground on the first section in the 
soon-to-be neighborhood. There 
are four “sections” in total, each 
consisting of extra wide streets and 
cul-de-sacs, sidewalks, and lot sizes 
of about an acre. Most homes are 
traditional and colonial in style and 
range from approximately 2,500 to 
6,900 square feet.

Sections 1 through 3 are to the 
south of East-West Boulevard, Sec-
tion 4, the tucked-away Fordham 
Road and Court, is to the north of 
East-West Boulevard. Sections 1 
through 3 have a walking path to 
Kinder Farm Park, and all sections 
border the B&A Bike Trail. A quiet 
pond offers long summer days of 
fishing for anglers of all ages and 
winter ice hockey games for those 
with Stanley Cup dreams.

Halloween is a favorite time of 
the year at Brittingham. At the end 
of the year, homeowners have a 
holiday party at a local restaurant. 
Other events include and Easter 
egg hunt, summer kickoffs, crab 
feasts, and barbecue for Memorial 
Day, Fourth of July and Labor Day.

Children attend Oak Hill El-
ementary School, and Severna Park 
Middle and High schools.

Megan Cormier 
Resident For Two Years

Megan Cormier’s family moved 
to Maryland due to a career reloca-
tion, but she feels lucky to have 
found Brittingham.

Because the family has small 
children, Brittingham’s proxim-
ity to Kinder Farm Park is an 
added bonus.

“We take family walks across the 
street to Kinder Farm Park and the 
sports complex. We can walk to our 
own neighborhood pond as well 
as to the B&A Trail,” Cormier said. 
“As parents, we love that our kids 
have so many friends their ages 
within the neighborhood and in 
each of the sections. I also love how 
wooded the neighborhood is with 
beautiful, mature trees.”

Now that her family is settled, 
she’s learned that there is an-
other perk to her neighborhood: 
babysitters.

“Brittingham is a fine mix of 
newer retirees, older and younger 
families,” she added. “There defi-
nitely is an amalgamation of folks 
that have moved from all over the 
states and now call this neighbor-
hood home. Babysitters are not 
hard to find here!”

The Cormiers also appreciate 

that they can ride their bikes to 
their favorite places.

“We have at least two large 
community spaces of land. Our 
children and others utilize one of 
the smaller spaces as their own 
secret soccer field,” Cormier said. 
“It’s a great neighborhood to have 
a multi-family game of laser tag, 
with so many trees and terrain.”

Cormier volunteers and substi-
tute teaches at Oak Hill Elementary 
School. She also volunteers with 
the Greater Severna Park Mom’s 
Club and Sarah’s House.

“We hit the neighbor and neigh-
borhood lottery with our move to 
Maryland,” Cormier said.

Marianne Batzler 
Resident For Five Years

Marianne Batzler and her family 
found Brittingham from a tennis 
partner who needed to relocate.

“My tennis partner owned the 
house prior to us. We had come to 
the house for a party and I liked it,” 
Batzler said. “When her husband 
was transferred away, we bought 
the house. We liked the neighbor-
hood as we wanted to be close to 
Chartwell and wanted an open 
concept house with higher ceilings.”

Though they liked the house, 
they now love their neighborhood. 
Asked what makes Severna Park 
special, Batzler said “the pride of 
homeownership. People keep their 

homes in great shape. Also, the 
neighbors are very nice and similar 
in outlook and relative interests.”

Batzler remembers a time when 
neighbors were more like family.

“A neighbor moved in shortly 
after losing two of her children in a 
fire,” Batzler recalled. “We all came 
together to make sure they felt wel-
come in their new neighborhood.”

Maureen Carr-York 
Resident For 24 Years

Maureen Carr-York and her 
husband moved to Chartwell in 
Severna Park in 1988. “We pur-
chased one of the smaller homes 
in the beautiful neighborhood of 
Chartwell and were there for more 
than five years,” Carr-York said. “At 
that point, we decided we needed 
more space for our active family. 
Our lot didn’t have much room 
for expansion, but we didn’t want 
to move away from our friends in 
Chartwell, so we were very happy 
to see the signs for the new devel-
opment go up nearby.”

Carr-York chose her lot and home 
design in 1993 and moved in a 
year later.

“We always feel a sense of calm 
and peace when we turn into Brit-
tingham,” she added. “The homes 
are lovely and well maintained, and 
our neighbors warm and friendly. 
We have beautiful woods behind 
our home and see a lot of wildlife.

“When we moved to Brittingham 
24 years ago, we were, like most of 
our neighbors, a young couple rais-
ing young children,” Carr-York con-
tinued. “Over the years, much of 
the neighborhood has turned over 
to the point where we are the oldest 
couple on the street and appreciate 
the chance to enjoy watching the 
current generation of youngsters 
playing ball in the cul-de-sac, and 
enjoying the same rites of passage 
as our kids all those years ago.”

Carr-York and her husband are 
very active in Severna Park and 
in the county. Over the years, Jim 
York has coached Green Hornets 
sports teams and has handled 
administrative duties for the 
organization. As a physician board 
certified in orthopedics and sports 
medicine, he has also volunteered 
countless hours for young athletes, 
providing preseason physicals at 
Anne Arundel Community College 
and area schools. Carr-York has 
served as a member of the Anne 
Arundel County Board of Educa-
tion (1991-1996) and on the Board 
of the Greater Severna Park Council 
(president from 2006-2010 and 
2013-present), which is an umbrella 
group of some 60 homeowners 
and community associations in 
the Greater Severna Park area. 
Since 2016, Carr-York has served 
as a judge of the Orphans’ Court of 
Anne Arundel County.

Brittingham
Neighborhood of 
the Month takes an 
in-depth look at the 
unique communities 
that make up Severna 
Park as a whole. Each 
has its own history, its 
own special amenities 
and its own people who 
are happy to call that 
place home. Want to 
share with our readers 
all about your neigh-
borhood and what sets 
it apart from others? 
Email spvnews@sever-
naparkvoice.com and 
let us know!

“She Will Get You Through 
The Door Hassle - Free”

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Tanyard Springs
Fantastic End Unit-
3 BR, 2 Bath Brick 

Townhome in Tanyard 
Springs. $352,000

Photos by Judy Tacyn

Above: Maureen 
Carr-York and Megan 
Cormier both feel at 
ease in Brittingham, 
a community that 
has abundant wildlife 
and friendly neigh-
bors from families 
young and old.

Intentional Development And Quiet Cul-De-Sacs Map Brittingham’s Charm
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Shortly after my January 
column in the Severna 
Park Voice, I received an 

email from a constituent. It 
was a kind suggestion to avoid 
saying “what a typical politi-
cian says.” The letter tasked 
me with “ruffling feathers” 
and to identify those I feel 
are the sources of problems 
(traffic-related in this circum-
stance) when I have an oppor-
tunity. I appreciated the input 
but respectfully disagree.

Over the course of the past 
nine weeks, my office has 
managed a variety of constitu-
ent and community concerns. 
Traffic has been a prominent 
challenge, specifically in 
Severna Park. If you live in 
Severna Park and read this 
publication, you are already 
aware of the locations in ques-
tion. The efforts to find a solu-
tion to this problem continue 
through regular communica-
tion between residents and 

myself, multiple site visits, 
and conversations with our 
police department regarding 
enforcement. Children have 
a right to walk to their school 
and parents have a right to 
drive them if they determine 
walking conditions aren’t 
safe. Residents of communi-
ties should be able to use their 
sidewalks and crosswalks 
without fears of being struck 
by a passing vehicle. Drivers 
have a personal responsibility 
to follow the law.

Traffic isn’t the only mat-
ter facing our district. The 
eastern seaboard has received 
record amounts of rain and 
continues to accumulate 
precipitation into the win-
ter months. Homeowners, 
including myself, are walking 
into muddy, saturated yards 
or small lakes that once were 
covered with green grass. Is 
this record amount of rain the 
new “normal?” Do we have 
puddling due to failing drain-
age systems or because the 
ground can no longer absorb 
additional water? Perhaps it is 
a combination of both. I don’t 
know the answer to that ques-

tion, but these are questions 
we need to ask ourselves if we 
are to find a solution. With 
every passing month, we near 
the General Development 
Plan, and I have challenged 
myself with not pointing my 
finger (or ruffling feathers) 
in any one direction to place 
blame. Instead, I believe 
the wiser, more responsible 
approach is to take a step 
back and view from a larger 
lens. Water is a tricky force 
of nature. If we don’t care-
fully identify the source, or 
combination of sources, and 
develop a wholistic approach 
to righting the issue, our 
community will continue with 
this problem.

The last month has been a 
continuation of facing the two 
dominant concerns crossing 
my desk, but it was also one 
of unexpected and unfortu-
nate events at two of our local 
schools. In mid-January, I 
was notified that two sepa-
rate incidents of anti-Semitic 
drawings and other offensive 
or threatening language were 
found while students were in 
classes. Both cases are still un-

der investigation. Letters were 
sent home to parents in each 
incident. I applaud the admin-
istrations for taking immedi-
ate action. These incidents are 
not new to our county, and 
hate can exist anywhere. It 
is upsetting and concerning 
to hear about these events, 
but they force and encour-
age serious conversations in 
our homes. I do not condone 
intimidating or threatening 
language directed toward any 
person or any group based 
on race, religion or any other 
differences, and I take full 
responsibility to teach this to 
my children. Personal respon-
sibility is a large piece to the 
solution puzzle.

As I reflect on the constitu-
ent letter I received, I appreci-
ate the perspective of “ruffling 
feathers” to get the job done. I 
do my job differently. I review 
issues from all sides, have 
thoughtful discussions, look 
for reasonable solutions, and 
acknowledge where personal 
responsibility over govern-
ment is necessary. I believe 
that cooler heads prevail over 
ruffled feathers.

Viewing Problems From A Larger Lens
Amanda 
Fiedler

Councilwoman 
District 5

A History Of Scouting

Scouting began a little 
more than 110 years 
ago in England when 

Lord Baden Powell, a hero 
of the Second Boer War 
and author of a military 
field manual, took 21 
adolescent boys camping in 
the woods for two weeks, 
teaching them observa-
tion, deduction, woodcraft, 
boating, lifesaving and pa-
triotism. Scouting spread 
to America in 1909, when 
Chicago publisher William 
Boyce was lost in the Lon-
don fog when a Boy Scout 
came to his aid. After guid-
ing Boyce to his destina-
tion, the boy refused a tip, 
explaining that as a Boy 
Scout he would not accept 
payment for doing a good 
deed. Similarly, Juliette 
Gordon Lowe, inspired by 
a meeting with Lord Baden 
Powell, founded the Girl 
Scouts of America in 1912, 
before women were even 
granted the right to vote. 
In 1930, Boy Scouts began 
the Cub Scout program for 
younger boys, and in 1998 
started Venturing, which 
now is a co-ed outdoor pro-
gram for older youth.

Both scouting organiza-
tions, despite not being 
affiliated, promote leader-
ship, service and adven-
ture for America’s youth. 
Eagle Scouts succeed in 
many different arenas, and 
range from Gerald Ford 
and Michael Dukakis to 
Sam Walton and Richard 
Covey to Wynton Marsa-
lis and Steven Spielberg. 
Sixty percent of American 
astronauts, including Neil 
Armstrong and Jim Lovell, 
were Eagle Scouts, and 
astronauts Sally Ride and 
Christa McAuliffe were 
Girl Scouts. Prominent 
Girl Scouts range from 
Venus Williams and Jackie 
Joyner-Kersey, to Gwyn-
eth Paltrow and Taylor 
Swift, to Barbara Mikul-
ski and Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. According to 2010 
study by Baylor University, 
compared with non-Scouts, 
Eagle Scouts are more than 
60 percent more likely 
to volunteer time to an 
organization, more than 70 
percent more likely to vote 
and hold leadership posi-
tions in the community 
or workplace, 80 percent 

more likely to take a course 
or class, and more than 90 
percent more likely to work 
with a group that protects 
the environment.

Scouting has always been 
a major part of my family. 
I am one of the first Eagle 
Scouts from Troop 115 in 
Crofton, and my two oldest 
sons became Eagle Scouts 
with Troop 769 in Oden-
ton, while my youngest 
crosses over to Boy Scouts 
next month. My daughter 
has been a Girl Scout for 
more than seven years and 
has grown up listening 
to her brothers’ exploits 
at Philmont Scout Ranch, 
camping at Old Rag, spe-
lunking and so on, and has 
even gone on her brothers’ 
family scout trips to aquat-
ics camp, the Capitol, and 
Great Falls. Now she and 
other girls can join Scouts 
BSA, earn merit badges 
and plan and go on out-
ings, in their own right.

This month, Scouting 
BSA, formerly known as 
Boy Scouts of America, 
officially opens its doors 
to girls ages 11-17 for 
participation in girls-only 
troops. (Girls under 11 or 
younger than eighth grade 
were welcomed last year 
into Cub Scouts.) Dens and 
troops are single-gender; 
girls can’t join an existing 
Cub Scout den, instead 
forming a girls-only den in 
a Cub Scout Pack or a girls-
only troop. Troops or dens 
can be formed with five 
girls, and female troops 
are already forming here 
in Anne Arundel County. 
These include Troop 214 
in Crofton, Troop 2019 in 
Edgewater, Troop 1975 in 
Severn, and Troops 422 
and 396 in Annapolis. 
Some, like Troop 422, are 
linked to an existing Boy 
Scout troop and share the 
same number; others are 
forming independently 
with a unique troop num-
ber. Either way, both male 
and female troops will 
enjoy the same curriculum, 
with opportunities to earn 
merit badges, attend sum-
mer camp, and otherwise 
enjoy outdoor and leader-
ship activities.

A great part of being 
a delegate is presenting 
House of Delegate recog-
nition citations at Eagle 
Court of Honors. I am 
looking forward to pre-
senting an Eagle citation 
to young women in the 
near future.

Michael 
Malone
Delegate 

District 33

It has been three weeks 
since I was sworn into 
the 439th session of the 

General Assembly. There is an 
expression veteran legisla-
tors use frequently when 
describing the experience 
of a 90-day session in which 
approximately 3,000 pieces of 
legislation will be considered 
— “drinking from a fire hose.” 
However, despite the whirl-
wind feel of this time, we are 
not there yet, because this is 
our “slow period.”

I am one of the new 
members of the Health and 
Government Operations 
Committee, and our days are 
currently filled with briefings 
as we attempt to learn and 
process the ins and outs of 
the entire spectrum of health 
care in Maryland. This is when 
the process, the structure, 

becomes so important. I am, 
by nature, a process-oriented 
person. As an artist and educa-
tor, I’ve lived by the mantra “a 
strong process will result in a 
good product,” and in 30 years 
of teaching and performing, 
I’ve yet to see that fail.

The process — committees, 
subcommittees, briefings, 
hearings, legislative recep-
tions, caucuses, work groups, 
meetings, even dinners where 
we get to know and form rela-
tionships with our colleagues 
— helps break down this 
mountain of information into 
somewhat digestible bites. 
There is also a humanity and 
humility that comes with this 
structure.

Of course, even as we begin 
to discuss and dissect the bills 
before us, the work for our 
constituents doesn’t stop. It 
was a strange juxtaposition 
even as we were sworn in at 
the state level, we were already 
in the third week of what 
would become the longest 
federal government shutdown 

in our history, and the suffer-
ing of so many Marylanders 
weighed heavily on us. It is 
why I was grateful for the pro-
cess, grateful to have a sched-
ule, which allowed me to keep 
working, even as we sought 
solutions and temporary relief 
measures until a more perma-
nent solution would be found 
in Washington.

We remain steadfast in 
finding relief for Maryland 
as we wait in the shadow of 
another shutdown. We are 
just beginning our hearings 
on legislation, and every 
day, I have constituents 
who need help, whether it is 
with a water leak, an unsafe 
street crossing, or an overdue 
utility bill resulting from 
a furlough. Each time I am 
able to help, even if it is just 
helping someone navigate 
to the right person, feels 
like a big check in the win 
column. The schedule is as 
tempestuous and transient as 
the weather, but the process 
remains the same.

I am frequently asked about 
my legislative priorities. I am 
taking this time to be strate-
gic, to learn everything I can, 
and to ensure whatever I do, 
I am creating a solid path for 
its success, researching what 
legislation has already been 

undertaken this session and 
where we might have gaps. 
This is my process. I know 
there will be missteps; there 
will be times when I am on 
the side of an issue that may 
not be universally popular, 
and now is the time when I 
establish how we navigate 
those issues. I’m also aware 
not everyone would be as 
excited to sit through a brief-
ing on insurance or long-term 
care or the all payer system 
versus total cost of care as I, 
but I’m soaking it up like the 
research nerd I am and enjoy-
ing the process.

This session, we will tackle 
some weighty issues in our 
committee as well as in the 
legislative body as a whole. 
We are looking at strategies 
to combat the opioid epi-
demic, strategies to bring the 
cost of living down and the 
quality of life up for working 
families, strategies for closing 
the equity gap in our public 
education as well as combat-
ing our rising sea levels and 
rapid climate change. I cannot 
promise we will always be in 
agreement, but I can promise 
that I will never be arbitrary in 
my decision-making because 
arbitrary is not what I prom-
ised and definitely not part of 
the process.

Embracing The Process
Heather 
Bagnall
Delegate 

District 33

By the time you read 
this article, the Super 
Bowl has been played 

and either the Rams or the 
Patriots are the Super Bowl 
champs. It is a commonly 
known fact that the Super 
Bowl is the most bet-on 
sporting event in the world, 
followed by March Mad-
ness. The potential gaming 
tax revenue from these two 
events is not being cap-
tured in Maryland because 
sports betting is not legal. 
Meanwhile, because a Su-
preme Court ruling in May 
2018 removed a federal ban 
on sports betting, states 
surrounding Maryland — 
including Delaware, New 
Jersey, West Virginia, 
Pennsylvania and recently 
the District of Columbia 
— all have legalized sports 
betting. Today, Maryland 
residents can legally go to 
neighboring states and bet 
on sporting events.

Last year, legislation to 
legalize sports betting was 

submitted in the legislature 
and passed in the House 
of Delegates by a 124-14 
vote, but it failed to pass in 
the Senate before the end 
of session. This legislation 
was a referendum item 
that would have placed the 
question to legalize sports 
betting on the November 
2018 ballot. Since this 
legislation was not passed, 
it has been delayed until 
the next election cycle in 
November 2020.

Some members of the 
Maryland legislature are 
looking to get sports bet-
ting into law this session 
to become law in 2020. 
The new plan is to place 
sports betting under the 
Maryland Lottery and 
Gaming Control Commis-
sion regulatory system. A 
2007 law requires any new 
commercial games to go to 
referendum, but the lottery 
is exempt from this law. 
Not only would this new 
legislation have the lottery 
as the regulatory body, but 
it would also stipulate the 
locations. The legality of 
this option is still being 
discussed.

One reason sports bet-

ting bill did not pass in the 
Senate last year was the 
inability to decide whether 
to allow sports betting at 
the racetracks. The House 
included the racetracks in 
the bill that they passed, 
but the Senate members 
couldn’t agree on this part 
of the legislation, and the 
bill failed. The locations 
are yet to be decided by the 
legislature, but the general 
thinking is that sports bet-
ting will be at the six Mary-
land casinos and possibly 
the racetracks. The casinos 
would prefer having sports 
betting allowed only in 
their existing facilities, and 
not inclusive of the tracks. 
The Maryland Stadium 
Authority is encouraging 
other kinds of betting at 
the racetracks to bring ad-
ditional revenue into tracks 
such as Laurel and Pimlico.

The casino owners in 
Maryland, MGM National 
Harbor, Live Casino & Ho-
tel, Horseshoe in Baltimore, 
Ocean Downs, Hollywood 
Casino and Rocky Gap 
Casino are looking forward 
to the legalization of sports 
betting. If it is legalized, 
the casinos can offer Las 

Vegas style sports book-
ing rooms. However, it’s a 
difficult decision as to who 
will offer sports betting, 
and then there is a question 
of how much the organi-
zations that offer sports 
betting will pay Maryland 
in licensing fees and taxes. 
If Maryland’s sports bet-
ting totaled 2 percent of the 
state’s gaming revenues, 
the gross revenue payouts 
could increase by $33.9 mil-
lion in Fiscal Year 2020. The 
legislation should stipulate 
that the money will be put 
into a lockbox for education 
in Maryland.

There is a push to keep 
Maryland competitive with 
the surrounding states 
that have approved sports 
betting, and to capture this 
revenue in our state. Sports 
betting already has the 
support of Governor Larry 
Hogan, Senate President 
Mike Miller and Speaker of 
the House Michael Busch. 
If this legislation comes 
before me, I will support 
it. If you have an opinion 
on allowing sports bet-
ting in Maryland, contact 
me at edward.reilly@senate.
state.md.us.

The Legality Of Sports Betting
Ed Reilly

Senator 
District 33

Letter To The Editor

Reform HOA 
Laws Now

Congratulations to the 
2019 Maryland General 
Assembly members and 
2019 Anne Arundel County 
Council members. A lot 
of things need fixing in 
Maryland and so does 
the need for overhauling, 
supplementing and reform-
ing laws pertaining to 
homeowner associations, 
condominium associations 
and their management 
companies that operate 
in Maryland. It is hard to 
believe that there appears 
to be no Maryland state 
licensing requirements for 
homeowner or condomin-
ium associations. Better 
laws and regulations by 
some sort of government 
agency may be needed for 
oversight purposes when 
homeowner associations 
(HOA) want to create, 
amend or change HOA 
bylaws and policies and 
handle HOA funds.

In past years, many 
people have supported 
Maryland to license HOA 
and condo associations, but 
no bills or laws were passed 
yet to enact it. Currently, 
thousands of Maryland 
homeowners, and more 
to come, are affected by a 
homeowner and or condo 
association. Many of these 
associations collect and 
manage money and they are 

involved with their commu-
nity covenants, restrictions, 
bylaws, amendments and 
policies, which many times 
leads to nasty disputes 
between them and their 
homeowners. Perhaps more 
government agencies may 
be needed to assure that 
homeowner and condomin-
ium associations are being 
fair and reasonable with 
their homeowners. Home-
owner associations and 
condominium associations 
should not be outrageously 
and extremely punishing 
or bullying their homeown-
ers. Homeowner and condo 
association managers and 
or board of directors should 
not abusing their powers 
as some sort of personal 
vendetta against a home-
owner. Currently, I am suing 
a homeowner association, 
and the case is pending a 
court outcome.

I cannot alone get the 
Maryland state and local 
county government agen-
cies to pass laws, so I am 
hereby asking you, the pub-
lic, to help with this matter 
by contacting your elected 
government officials to 
support, introduce, and 
pass bills and laws to better 
regulate homeowner and 
condominium associations 
and their management 
companies.
Bill Lambros 
Annapolis
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It’s Sunday afternoon and 
I’m compiling a grocery 
list, planning meals and 

workouts, and catching up 
on some Marvel movies. As 
I reply to a client’s email, 
I’m reminded of a simple 
idea we often use when 
working with people look-
ing to improve their health 
and fitness.

So many times when we 
are trying to make a change 
in our lives and start a new 
habit, we often don’t know 
where to begin. This can 
be true for losing weight, 
running a race or even quit-
ting smoking.

We often focus too much 
on the end goal and get over-
whelmed by the small steps it 
takes to reach the end result.

But is it possible that we 

could be overlooking a simple 
step in all this?

What if all we needed to 
do was ask ourselves a simple 
question: “What would a 
_________ person do?”

This can be applied to be-
ing more fit - “What would 
a healthy person do?” It 
could be applied to running 
a marathon - “What would 
a marathon runner do?” It 
really could be applied to a 
number of things.

Now, simply asking this 
question is not going to be 
enough. We have to let this 
question begin the process 
of thinking, and acting, like 
someone who is successful at 
what you are trying to do.

That might require some 
research or even enlisting the 
help of a professional. But 
for a moment, let’s dive into 
this idea.

If you needed to lose 10 or 
even 100 pounds, starting 
with the mindset of “What 
would a healthy person try-

ing to attain weight-loss do,” 
is not a bad place to begin.

For example, a healthy 
person might become more 
active or even start a bal-
anced fitness program. A 
healthy person may cut out 
snacks or desserts, eat more 
salads or vegetables, and 
drink more water.

This idea can trickle down 
to regular decisions and 
tasks. Taking the stairs more 
often, parking farther away 
from entrances, and even 
replacing snacks and sweets 
with fruit can, over time, 
have a huge impact on health 
and body composition.

If your goal is to run your 
first half marathon, it could 
be helpful to start with the 
question, “What would a 
marathon runner do?” A 
marathon runner might 
enlist the help of a running 
coach or trainer and research 
first-time marathons and 
marathon nutrition.

Depending on where you 

are starting, a few short 
runs or some brisk walks 
could be an appropriate 
starting point.

The overall concept here is 
to put yourself in the mind-
set of someone who is suc-
cessful at the task you wish 
to complete. Then, allow that 
thought process to help you 
with your future decisions.

Heck, you could even apply 
this to everyday life, and ask 
yourself regularly, “What 
would a kind or thoughtful 
person do?” But that’s a lon-
ger topic for another day.

In the meantime, let’s start 
thinking like the person we 
want to become and allow 
that to affect our smaller 
daily decisions. This won’t do 
everything for you, but it’s a 
good place to start.

Well, I’m back to Sunday 
errands and activities. Now 
I find myself pondering, 
what would someone in 
need of a nap do on a Sunday 
afternoon?

Modern dentistry is 
dynamic. Changes 
to improve patient 

comfort and quality of care 
are always being developed. 
The use of improved dental 
materials, modern delivery 
systems, lasers, computer-
generated imaging, and 
computer management 
software systems are just 
some of the changes.

In this column, I will 
answer questions on 
high-technology dentistry. 
Please direct inquiries 
to my website at www.
cranska.com or email me 
at familylaserdentistry@
outlook.com.

Nine Reasons To Call 
A Dentist Now

1. Pain on biting
2. Swollen face
3. Broken teeth
4. Sensitive teeth
5. Jaw pain
6. Bleeding gums
7. Bad breath
8. Dry mouth
9. Mouth sores 

        or growths

However long it has 
been, you need to see the 
dentist for a thorough 
examination. You need to 
learn what you need to do 
to have a healthy mouth 
and get back into a regular 
oral care routine. See how 
modern dentistry can help.

Q: What would a den-
tist do to my teeth?

A: A dentist is responsi-
ble for a thorough exami-
nation and proper diagno-
sis to determine the best 
treatment for the patient.

The first thing is to assess 
the patient’s condition, exam-
ine for oral diseases and iden-
tify problems. This includes 
a review of health history, 
taking blood pressure and 
pulse, doing an oral cancer 
screening and examining the 

patient for oral diseases.
A comprehensive exami-

nation includes dental ra-
diographs (X-rays) to check 
for abscesses, dental decay, 
oral pathology and peri-
odontal disease. Collected 
information will be used to 
plan treatment.

Q: What is 
tooth decay?

A: Dental decay (caries) 
is a bacterial disease. In 
their mouth, everyone has 
bacteria, which cause car-
ies. These bacteria form a 
plaque on teeth (sticky bac-
terial deposits); sugar from 
the diet is turned into acid 
by these bacteria, which 
causes decalcification of the 
tooth, destroys the tooth 
enamel and decay to occur.

Dental caries is not 
completely preventable. No 
vaccine is available to pre-
vent this common disease. 
Without a cure, utilize the 
modern dental technologies 
for maximum prevention 
and limit destruction with 
early treatment. Decayed 
teeth need to be treated.

Q: What are gum dis-
ease, periodontitis and 
periodontal disease?

A: Periodontal disease is 
an infection of the tissues 
that surround teeth. It is 
caused by the accumulation of 
bacteria (long-term plaque). 
It’s progressive, causing the 
structures that support teeth 
to break down (gums, jaw 
bone and attachment to the 
roots). As gums are damaged, 
pockets develop around the 
teeth. Untreated, more gum 
is destroyed and infection 
spreads down the roots to in-
fect bone. Even healthy teeth 
become loose, fall out or need 
to be extracted. Periodontitis 
is the primary cause of adults 
losing their teeth.

Gingivitis is the milder 
and reversible form of 
periodontal disease. No 
bone loss, yet. Gingivitis, if 
untreated, can progress to 
periodontitis.

Take advantage of the 
advances in dentistry and 
your dentist’s experience. 
It’s never too late for help.

Tech Talk With 
Dr. Cranska

Jeffrey Cranska
Family Laser 

Dentistry

Joe Bocek
Park Fitness

What Would A Healthy Person Do?

Heart disease is a 
leading cause of 
death in Anne 

Arundel County and the 
United States. It affects 
both men and women. In 
fact, women are more likely 
to die from heart disease 
than from cancer.

Heart disease is any disor-
der that affects the heart’s 
ability to function normally. 
The most common type is 
coronary artery disease, 
which can lead to a heart 
attack. High blood pressure, 
also known as hyperten-
sion, is a major risk factor 
for heart disease. A blood 
pressure reading below 120/80 
millimeters of mercury is 
considered normal.

You are at risk for heart 
disease if you have any of 
these factors:

•	Have been diagnosed with 
high blood pressure or 
diabetes mellitus

•	Have high blood choles-
terol levels of LDL (bad 

cholesterol)

•	Smoke

•	Eat a diet high in fat, 
cholesterol or salt

•	Are physically inac-
tive and unfit

•	Are obese

•	Are a female who drinks 
more than one alcoholic 
drink a day or a male who 
drinks more than two 
alcoholic drinks a day

•	Have a family history of 
heart disease

What are the most 
common signs of a 
heart attack?

Heart attack is a lead-
ing killer of both men and 
women in the United States. 
However, there are many 
medical treatments that can 
save lives. Treatments are 
most effective when started 
within one hour of the start 

of a heart attack. If you 
think that you or someone 
near you is having a heart 
attack, call 911 right away. 
The signs of a heart attack 
are not the same for every-
one. Even a person who has 
already had a heart attack 
may experience different 
symptoms during a sec-
ond heart attack. Men and 
women also tend to have 
different symptoms. Here 
are a few of the most com-
mon signs of a heart attack:

•	Sudden pressure, pain or 
heavy feeling in the chest

•	Pain in the chest, shoul-
der, neck, jaw or arms

•	Shortness of breath

•	Fainting

•	Sweating

•	Pale and clammy skin

•	Nausea

•	Fast or irregular 
heartbeat

•	Anxiety or a feeling that 
something bad is going 
to happen

How can you reduce 
your risk?

The good news is that 
there are ways to reduce your 
risk for heart disease and 
other chronic diseases. Mak-
ing these changes can also 
help you feel better as your 
body becomes healthier and 
stronger. Here are a few ways 
that we can help you adopt a 
healthier lifestyle:

Eat a healthy diet, 
including foods low in fat 
and high in fiber. Fruits 
and vegetables contain lots 
of vitamins and minerals 
and are low in fat. Reduce 
your intake of fat by eating 
lean meat, fish, skinless 
poultry and low-fat dairy 
products. Avoid fast food 
and junk food, which are 
high in fat and calories. 
Eat more high-fiber foods 

like whole grain breads and 
cereals, broccoli, carrots 
and bananas.

Get regular physical 
activity. Adults need at 
least 30 minutes a day and 
children need 60 minutes. 
The best way to become 
more active is to make small 
changes each day until they 
become habits. Make it fun. 
Go outside and play catch 
with your kids or turn off 
the TV and go for a walk 
with a friend. If you don’t 
have a block of 30 minutes, 
try being active for 15 min-
utes twice a day.

If you smoke, quit! It’s 
never too late. Tobacco use is 
the single most preventable 
cause of death in the United 
States. Plus, the smoke from 
cigarettes is harmful to 
others, especially unborn 
babies, infants and children. 
Talk to your children about 
the dangers of tobacco use.

Maintain a healthy 
weight. If you are over-
weight or obese, even losing 
just 5 to 10 percent of your 

body weight can lower your 
blood pressure and your risk 
of heart disease. Healthy 
eating and regular physical 
activity are great ways to 
stay in shape. If you have any 
health concerns, you should 
check with your health care 
provider before starting a 
new diet or exercise program.

Ask your doctor about 
health screenings that 
are good for you. You 
should discuss any ques-
tions or concerns you have 
about heart disease with 
your doctor at your next 
appointment.

Blood Pressure Screen-
ing Guidelines

All adults should have 
their blood pressure 
checked at least once every 
two years and at each 
visit to a medical provider. 
People with specific medical 
problems should have their 
blood pressure checked 
more frequently. Talk with 
your doctor about how 
often you should check your 
blood pressure.

Tips On How You Can Start Leading A Heart-Healthy Life

UM BWMC’s Heartbeat For Health Set For Feb. 23

University of Maryland 
Baltimore Washington 
Medical Center (UM 

BWMC) is sponsoring Heart-
beat for Health on Saturday, 
February 23, from 10:00am 
to 1:00pm at The Y in Arnold. 
This free, informative and 
fun-filled event will celebrate 
the benefits of dance and 

exercise in the prevention of 
heart disease, while reinforc-
ing community awareness 
and education about overall 
health and wellness.

New to this year’s lineup 
of activities are exercise 
challenges and an obstacle 
course for kids. Dance and 
exercise demonstrations will 

also be presented by local 
organizations, and attendees 
are encouraged to partici-
pate. Free health screenings 
and educational displays will 
be offered. Refreshments 
and promotional items will 
also be available. For more 
information, visit www.umb-
wmc.org/heartbeatforhealth.

The Y in Arnold is located 
at 1209 Ritchie Highway in 
Arnold. For more informa-
tion about Heartbeat for 
Health or for a free calendar 
of events of free screenings 
and programs at UM BWMC, 
call the medical center’s 
community outreach depart-
ment at 410-553-8103.

Bello Machre Receives 
$25,000 Grant

The nonprofit Bello 
Machre will receive 
a $25,000 grant from 

Phillips Charitable Founda-
tion to help fund its certified 
nursing assistant training 
program for 2019. Bello 
Machre supports people with 
developmental disabilities.

“We can’t thank Phillips 
Charitable Foundation enough 
for their extremely generous 
gift,” said Dr. Robert Ireland, 
president and CEO of Bello 
Machre. “This funding grant 
will help to train and develop 
our current employees to be 
confident in their abilities to 
provide outstanding care to 
the people we support.”

Bello Machre’s current 
110-hour certified nursing 
assistant course will begin 
on March 11. The spring 2019 
CNA class graduation ceremo-
ny will take place mid-April.

Phillips Charitable Founda-
tion Inc. is a private charitable 
entity founded in 2016 by 
Eileen Gross at the request 
of Howard W. Phillips Jr. 

Phillips was a 1944 graduate 
of Landon School and a 1950 
graduate of Lehigh University. 
He remained an active and 
engaged alumni for both insti-
tutions until he passed away 
in November 2016. He was 
successful in business, leading 
the second generation of his 
family’s business ventures 
in insurance and real estate 
investments. He was smart, 
generous and driven. He had a 
love for history and collected 
many historical treasures 
throughout his lifetime.

The year 2018 was the first 
for Phillips Charitable Foun-
dation grants. Like Howard 
Phillips Jr., the grants focus 
on solving problems. They sup-
port charitable organizations 
that provide a genuine impact 
in the lives of others by re-
moving obstacles and finding 
lasting solutions. Through its 
grant-giving, the foundation 
aims to bring measurable im-
provements in the prosperity, 
health, and vitality of people 
and communities.

Tickets are on sale now 
for the 16th annual 
Black Tie and Dia-

monds Gala hosted by the 
Rotary Club of Annapolis. 
The benefit will be held 
from 6:00pm to 11:00pm on 
Saturday, March 2, at the 
Hotel Annapolis (formerly 
the Loews of Annapolis) at 
126 West Street in Annapo-
lis. Valet parking will be 
available.

Guests can enjoy 
an open bar and hors 
d’oeuvres while browsing 
a silent auction with many 
great items up for bid. A 
seated dinner with a live 
auction will follow. There 
will be special items, excit-
ing trips, and a signature 
diamond piece donated 
by Zachary’s. The eve-
ning will be topped with 
a decadent dessert and 
dancing to music by C&J 
Entertainment.

Annually, the Rotary 
Club of Annapolis selects 
a charity to benefit from 

the proceeds. This year, the 
beneficiary is Partners in 
Care, which services Anne 
Arundel County, Easton 
and Frederick. Founded 
in 1993, Partners in Care 
is a community nonprofit 
that empowers older adults 
to remain independent in 
their own homes. Using 
time exchange, the orga-
nization provides trans-
portation, minor home 
repairs, civic engagement 
and advocacy via volunteer 
members. Participants 
contribute to the well-be-
ing of each other. Contact 
410-544-4800 or visit 
www.partnersincare.org for 
information.

Gala tickets are $150 per 
person and $1,500 for a 
table of 10. It is possible to 
select a table in the ball-
room. To purchase, contact 
Sue Weber at 410-507-6020 
or email her at annapolis-
rotaryevents@gmail.com or 
visit www.annapolisrotary.
org and click on “events.”

Save The Date: Gala To 
Benefit Partners In Care
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          8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205 Pasadena, MD 21122

Drs. Jessica and Amanda Baker are delighted to be providing quality, gentle, 
comprehensive dental care to patients in their hometown. With twenty-eight 
years combined dental experience, they are happy to treat patients of all ages.  
Call today to set up appointments for you and your family!

410-768-7740
  www.bakersisters.com

• Same Day Appointments 
   Available
• Small, family owned 
   dental practice
• Many dental insurance 
   plans accepted
• Wide range of dental         
   services provided

• Patients of all ages  
  welcome, including    
  CHILDREN

• Patients treated
  like family

• InvISalIgn
• SaMe day croWnS 

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family. 
Start with your SMILE!

Call BAKER SISTERS FAMILY DENTAL CARE

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

The Voice WanTs YOU!
Now Seeking Talented Sales Representatives To Join Our Team
Are you looking to join an exciting team and a company that is growing and 

expanding? If so, the Severna Park Voice would like talk to you. We have an opening 
in the local area and are looking for sales candidates to help us call on businesses.

Company Description:
The Severna Park Voice covers hyperlocal, positive news and events from our community. The 
company has had excellent growth and success along with its sister publication, the Pasadena Voice, 
which serves Pasadena and Gibson Island.

Job Requirements:
•	 Positive and team-orientated attitude 

with superior communication 
and presentation skills.

•	 Prior sales experience with demonstrated 
success in growing sales revenue. Past 
advertising sales background that includes 
prospecting skills, conducting face-to-face 
meetings and making sales presentations.

•	 Hunter instincts for finding and developing 
new clients with demonstrated past success.

•	 Time management and organizational 
skills to coordinate cold calls and 
scheduled appointments.

•	 Ability to meet and exceed multiple 

scheduled deadlines and due dates.
•	 Community involvement, including 

participation in various chamber of 
commerce activities and other local events.

•	 Proficiency in Microsoft Office (Word, Excel 
and PowerPoint) as well as SalesForce or other 
sales-management equivalent systems.

•	 Ability to work both independently 
and within a team in a fast-paced, 
results-orientated environment.

Contact:
•	 Serious inquires only. Please send resume to 

Larry Sells, chief operating officer of The Voice 
Media Inc., at larry@severnaparkvoice.com.

The Anne Arundel 
County Department 
of Health is currently 

scheduling appointments 
for this year’s wet season 
percolation testing. Appli-
cations for mound sewage 
disposal systems must be 
received and testing must 
be performed by Saturday, 
March 16. All other sys-
tem applications must be 
received and scheduled by 
Friday, March 29.

Annual wet season testing 
is scheduled on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Prior to 
March 16, priority will be 
given where mound testing 
is expected. For an applica-
tion and information on 
perc testing, visit www.
aahealth.org and click “Wet 
Season Percolation Testing” 
under “In the News,” or call 
the Department of Health’s 
Environmental Health 
Bureau at 410-222-7193. 
Completed applications 
are accepted at the Anne 
Arundel County Permit 
Center, 2664 Riva Road, in 
Annapolis.

The county’s wet season 
test period is determined 
with data from monitor-
ing wells that are part of a 
network used by the Mary-
land Department of the 
Environment.

Properties in areas of the 
county where high water 
table conditions are expect-
ed require testing during 
this season. The highest 
water table conditions are 
typically during February, 
March and April.

Wet season testing pro-
vides an accurate assess-
ment of a septic system’s 
ability to work year-round. 
The information provided 
by the site evaluation and 

perc test is used to deter-
mine the size and type of 
septic system that can be 
installed on a specific lot. In 
some cases, due to adverse 
soil or groundwater condi-
tions, a property may only 
be developed when public 
sewer is available.

Department of 
Health Provides 
Information On 
Gastroenteritis 
(Stomach Virus)

Gastroenteritis is an 
illness of the stomach and 
intestines, often caused by 
a virus. Some gastroenteri-
tis infections tend to occur 
during the cooler months of 
the year (October to April).

Although some people re-
fer to gastroenteritis as the 
“stomach flu,” it is not the 
same as influenza or the flu, 
which is a respiratory illness. 
Information about gastroen-
teritis, including symptoms, 
treatment and prevention, 
is available at www.aahealth.
org. Click on “Gastroenteri-
tis” under “In the News.”

The symptoms of gastro-
enteritis include nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, stomach 
cramps, low-grade fever, 
chills, muscle aches, head-
ache and tiredness. Symp-
toms usually begin about 24 
to 48 hours after infection 
but can appear as early as 
12 hours after exposure. 
People with gastroenteritis 
are contagious from the mo-
ment they begin feeling ill 
to at least three days after 
recovery. Gastroenteritis 
can be spread easily from 
person to person.

The Department of 
Health offers these tips to 
help prevent the spread of 
gastroenteritis:

•	Stay home while sick.
•	Frequently wash your 
hands, especially after 
toilet visits, changing 
diapers, and before eating 
or preparing food.
•	Carefully wash fruit and 
vegetables, and cook oys-
ters and shellfish before 
eating them.
•	Thoroughly clean and 
disinfect contaminated 
surfaces immediately 
after an episode of illness 
by using a bleach-based 
household cleaner.
•	Immediately remove and 
wash clothing or linens 
that may be contaminated 
with the virus after an 
episode of illness. Use hot 
water and soap.
•	Flush or discard any 
vomit or stool in the 
toilet, and make sure that 
the surrounding area is 
kept clean.

For more information 
on communicable dis-
eases and Department of 
Health services, visit www.
aahealth.org.

Department Of 
Health Holds 
Opioid Overdose 
Response Training

The Anne Arundel 
County Department of 
Health is offering free 
training to community 
members on the use of 
intranasal naloxone to 
reverse an opioid overdose 
and prevent death.

Trainees will receive a 
free naloxone nasal kit to 
administer to victims of 
opioid overdose.

Who Should Attend?
•	At-risk individuals, 
family members, friends 
and associates of some-

one who is using and at 
risk for overdosing on 
heroin or prescription 
pain medications. Teens 
under 18 may take the 
training if accompanied 
by a parent or guardian.
•	Staff of treatment pro-
grams, recovery services 
and transitional housing.
•	Anyone working with 
the public.

What Will I Learn?
Training will incor-

porate the following 
information:
•	What an opioid is.
•	How to recognize, re-
spond to and prevent an 
opioid overdose.
•	How to administer the 
naloxone intranasally.
•	Information about the 
Good Samaritan Law, 
treatment, and recov-
ery services and fam-

ily support.

What Is Naloxone?
Naloxone is a prescrip-

tion medication that is 
used to reverse an opioid 
overdose. It cannot be 
used to get “high” and is 
not addictive.

How to Register
To register, call the 

naloxone training line 
at 410-222-1937 Monday 
through Friday between 
8:00am and 4:30pm.

3 Harry S. Truman 
Parkway, Annapolis
10:00am - 11:00am
Tuesday, March 12

122 North Langley 
Road, Glen Burnie
10:00am - 11:00am
Thursday, February 7
Thursday, March 7

DOH Announces Beginning Of 2019 Wet Season Perc Testing

Wednesday, February 6
Cancer Survivorship 

Support Group – Meets 
from 5:00pm to 6:30pm. This 
free, self-care skills class 
and group discussion offers 
information and support for 
cancer patients and survi-
vors. In addition to network-
ing and peer support, the 
group will discuss timely 
topics related to treatment 
and care. For any type of can-
cer. No registration needed. 
For more information, call 
410-553-8179. (Tate Cancer 
Center, first-floor conference 
room, 305 Hospital Drive).

Wednesday, 
February 13

Free Blood Pressure 

Screenings – From 8:30am 
to noon at Harundale Presby-
terian Church. No registra-
tion needed. (Eastway and 
Guilford Road, Glen Burnie).

Lactation Support 
Group – Meets from 2:00pm 
to 3:00pm. Open to all 
breastfeeding mothers and 
their children. No registra-
tion needed. For more infor-
mation, call 410-595-1782. 
(301 Hospital Drive, 3 South 
classroom).

Mental Health Sup-
port Group – Meets from 
6:30pm to 8:00pm. Commu-
nity members and families 
discuss helpful informa-
tion on psychiatric issues. 
No registration needed. 
For more information, call 

410-553-8070. (Room A of 
the Partial Hospitalization 
Program, 301 Hospital Drive, 
second floor).

Thursday, February 14 
Preventing Diabetes 

Class – From 1:30pm to 
2:30pm. A diabetes educator 
discusses factors leading 
to diabetes and lifestyle 
changes to prevent diabetes 
and improve overall health. 
To register for this free class 
or for more information, 
call 410-787-4940. (Center 
for Diabetes and Endocri-
nology at UM BWMC, 300 
Hospital Drive, Suite 223).

Monday, February 16
Opioid Overdose Re-

sponse Program – Meets 
from 10:00am to 2:00pm. 
Free classes help the com-
munity learn the signs and 
symptoms of an opiate 
overdose along with how to 
safely administer naloxone 
(Narcan), the FDA-approved 
emergency treatment 
nasal spray, and Family and 
Friends CPR to provide aid 
in sudden cardiac arrest. 
Preregistration is required 
as space is limited. For more 
information or to register, 
call 410-787-4490. Also 
meets Monday, Febru-
ary 18, from 6:00pm 
to 8:00pm. (BW Health 
Services, 7556 Teague 
Road, Suite 440, Hanover, 
MD 21076).

UM BWMC February Calendar
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We are excited to 
announce our 
newest mem-

bers of the chamber: 
Jacki D’Amico De-
signs, Kevin Haines 
– Holly Oak Consult-
ing, Vital Fitness 
Holistic Center, Steak 
‘N Shake Millersville, 
Touchstone Title, 
Renewal by Anderson, 
Chris Haughton – 
Cedar Square Homes 
Inc., James Klenk - 
Keller Williams Select 
Realtors of Annapo-
lis, and Vintage Vinyl 
by “Yesterday’s Fish.”

On January 9, the 
Successful Women in 
Business group held its 
First Cup Club coffee 
and networking event at 
the Tough Love Salon. 
Owner Lisa Cardillo 
was a gracious and gen-
erous host who opened 
early and provided a light 
breakfast. She named 
her salon Tough Love, as 
she will always give you 
a brutally honest evalu-
ation of your hair cut 
and color. For those who 
listen, they always leave 
as happy customers!

On January 19, we 
held our Health and 
Wellness Expo for You 
and Your Pets at the 
Holy Grounds Youth 
Center. The event fea-
tured 26 exhibitors who 
gave demonstrations 
and talked about ways 
to keep you and your 
pets healthy and tackle 
your New Year’s resolu-
tions. We had expert 
presentations on various 
topics such as concus-
sion evaluation from 
Choice One Urgent 
Care, the benefits of 
tai chi by Jing Ying 
Institute of Kung Fu & 
Tai Chi (and we enjoyed 
a mini session), the lat-
est findings in treating 
Alzheimer’s presented 
by Dr. Alden Gross of 
Johns Hopkins, “Spine 
Alignment and Health” 
by Dr. Michelle Her-
czeg of Severna Park 
Family Chiropractic, 
“Holistic Health For 
Your Pets” by Dr. Lev-

itsky of Healing Paws 
Veterinary Wellness 
Center, an EMS demo, 
“Addiction and Solu-
tions” by Pathways, 
and much more. Onsite 
massages were given by 
Bodyworx Spa, and the 
Anne Arundel Commu-
nity College’s Health 
Sciences Depart-
ment provided a vir-
tual reality demo of the 
human heart.

On January 30, we 
held our 2019 general 
membership and new 
officer installation 
dinner at Chartwell 
Country Club. The new 
officers were sworn in 
by Judge Cathy Vitale. 
Our keynote speaker 
was Dr. Dawn Lindsey, 
president of Anne 
Arundel Community 
College. The theme of 
the meeting was “From 
Good to Great to 
Exceptional.” The an-
nual Harmony Award 
was presented to Kogen 
Dojo in Severna Park in 
recognition of all that 
they do in our com-
munity. The owners, 
Robert Van Valken-
burgh, Matthew 
Van Valkenburgh 
and Dwayne Bowie, 
regularly conduct anti-
bullying workshops in 
the public schools. Their 
suicide prevention work 
supports of a local char-
ity called Burgers & 
Bands for Suicide Pre-
vention as well as the 
national charity Ameri-
can Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention. 
They have also regularly 
supported events for 
childhood cancer aware-
ness and host regular 
free self-defense work-
shops for women.

In February, we have 
planned many events 
including a Success-
ful Women in Business 
valentine mixer on 
February 13 at Mix and 
Marble in Severna 
Park. We will also have 
a wine tasting offered 
by Goska’s Liquors.

Please join us, as 
we believe that your 
success in business is 
everyone’s success. Call 
us at 410-647-3900 or 
email info@gspacc.com. 
Visit our site at www.
gspacc.com.

Liz League
CEO 

GSPACC

What To Do With Your Old 401Ks

You’ve accepted a new job, 
congratulations! It’s all 
excitement and fun until 

you realize you have decisions 
to make regarding your 401K 
and confusion sets in. What do 
you do with your 401K?

Unfortunately, I’ve seen 
the old adage, “A confused 
mind does nothing” played 
out repeatedly in this sce-
nario. It’s not uncommon for 
someone changing jobs to 
have a 401K at the company 
they are leaving, and because 
they don’t know their options, 
they just leave it there, which 
may or may not be the best 
option for them.

When moving to a 
new company, you 
have four options 
for dealing with 
your old 401K
•	Keep it where it is with 
your old company (if they 
allow it).
•	Roll it into your new com-
pany’s 401K plan (if they 
allow it).
•	Roll it into an IRA.
•	Cash it out (Hint – this is 

not a good option and no 
financial advisor worth 
their salt would rec-
ommend it.)
Cashing out should be im-

mediately removed from your 
list of options to consider. If 
you decide to cash out and 
you’re younger than 59 and a 
half, you’ll pay a 10 percent 
early withdrawal penalty. In 
addition, you’ll have to pay 
federal and state income tax 
on that money. As if losing all 
that money to penalties and 
taxes isn’t enough reason to 
keep your money invested, 
your 401K interest growth 
will suffer and be much lower 
than if you had kept your full 
amount in your 401K account.

Keep your 401K with 
your old company 
or roll it into your 
new company’s 401K

When you’re changing jobs 
and starting a new 401K, a 
simple option is to roll your 
old 401K into your new 401K 
with your new company. You’ll 
want to check with the 401K 
administrator to see if they 
allow this. A big advantage to 
doing this is that the trans-
action itself is free, you’re 
consolidating accounts, and 
there’s no management fee.

The disadvantage is that 

401Ks are generally built for 
the younger worker, and most 
of the options inside the 401K 
are market-based and there-
fore have market risk. This 
is fine for a younger person, 
say 18 to 50 years old, but 
someone approaching retire-
ment typically wants a more 
conservative option, which 
takes us to our next choice.

Roll your old 
401K into an IRA

In most instances, I sug-
gest you roll your old 401K 
into an IRA. I particularly 
recommend this if you have 
multiple old 401Ks floating 
around, because this will con-
solidate these accounts and 
make them easier to manage.

When you roll an old 401K 
into an IRA, it is called an IRA 
rollover. One of the biggest 
advantages to this option is 
that the transaction is com-
pletely tax-free; the money 
you roll into an IRA will not be 
taxed, which preserves your 
principal.

IRAs also offer more invest-
ment choices compared to the 
other options. As mentioned 
earlier, 401Ks generally have 
more market-based options 
whereas an IRA usually offers 
a broader array of investment 

Jason LaBarge
Managing Partner 
Premier Planning 

Group

By Zach Sparks

Dr. Jeffrey Cranska has 
never been interested 
in doing things the 

easy way. Easy for the patient, 
yes — procedures are com-
pleted with minimal pain and 
discomfort — but not easy at 
the cost of cutting corners.

For 40 years, he has main-
tained an interest in preserv-
ing his patients’ long-term 
dental health.

“I try to do minimal things 
using lasers, so I don’t use 
scalpels hardly at all,” said 
Cranska, who owns Family 
Laser Dentistry on Baltimore-
Annapolis Boulevard. “I don’t 
need to use stitches. We use 
the laser to do a lot of things 
with very minimal bleeding 
afterward. And it’s the same 
thing with the fillings. I do a 
lot of fillings using a laser or 
an air abrasive unit, which is 
like a sandblaster, to cut the 
teeth so we don’t have to drill 
out so much of the tooth.”

Cranska graduated from the 

University of Maryland School 
of Dentistry in 1979. He start-
ed a practice in Cape St. Claire, 
moved his business to Arnold 
after 15 years, and settled in 
Severna Park in 2005.

As technology has ad-
vanced, so has his local dental 

practice. In 1999, Cranska 
trained to become one of the 
first 10 dentists in the world 
to use LANAP (Laser Assisted 
New Attachment Procedure).

LANAP kills bacteria in the 
mouth, minimizes discomfort, 
controls swelling and has 

faster healing than conven-
tional scalpel surgery.

While some people have en-
trusted their care to corporate 
offices, Cranska has continued 
to offer a more personalized 
service, giving people dental 
health care that will help 
them for life.

“We look at your health, 
look at your medicines and 
any other medical concerns 
you might have and see how it 
all ties in,” Cranska said. “We 
teach you how to clean your 
teeth and take care of your 
teeth. We show you how to use 
an electric toothbrush. Those 
are the things we do, but we 
can’t do that in 15-minute 
cleanings.”

Patients who visit early in 
life benefit the most. Cranska 
applies dental sealants to the 
molars of 6-year-olds and 
12-year-olds, eliminating 
about 90 percent of decay. But 
even for new patients of any 
age, it’s never too late to ben-
efit from proper dental care.

A Crowning Achievement: Dr. Jeffrey 
Cranska Celebrates 40 Years

As the dental industry has evolved, Dr. Jeffrey Cranska has 
advanced his methods and knowledge. He has moved his 
office from Cape St. Claire to Arnold to Severna Park, but his 
commitment to his patients has never wavered.

By Dylan Roche

As the new owner of 
Romilo’s Restaurant 
& Bar, Chris Paradis-

sis wants to preserve the 
much-loved qualities that 
have made the establishment 
a Severna Park favorite for 25 
years while still undertaking 
a few significant changes to 
keep the business fresh and 
current. Paradissis bought 
the restaurant in the sum-
mer of 2017 after many years 
in retail supermarkets, and 
he sees it as an opportunity 
to use his skills as a business 
leader in a new way. “I was 
[vice president] of operations 
for Giant Foods and I was 
managing 100 supermarkets,” 
he said. “I’ve always enjoyed 
working with customers, but 
I had aspirations to own my 
own business.” As a Severna 
Park resident, owning 
Romilo’s allows him to work 
a mere couple of miles from 
his house and take care of 
customers that he also counts 
as his neighbors.

Loyal patrons of Romilo’s 
can rest assured that Paradis-

sis will keep the same popular 
menu of Mediterranean fare 
so many people love. Special-
ties include the Greek salads, 
gyro sandwiches, moussaka, 
spinach pies, baby rack of 
lamb, souvlaki platters, Greek 
orzo soup, homemade pizza 
and homemade crab cakes. 
“As far as the food, we have 
improved the quality of the 
food, but it’s pretty much 
the same menu because it’s 
been very successful – cus-
tomers love the green and 

Italian menu we have,” he 
said. “What’s really chang-
ing is the look. We’re doing a 
total remodel and giving it a 
new look.”

New flooring and new walls, 
along with updated tables, 
chairs and lighting, give the 
dining room and bar a fresh, 
modern look. The restaurant 
is also getting tech advances 
in the form of a new point-
of-sale system and handheld 
devices for the servers to take 
orders and accept payments 

from customers right beside 
the table.

Another major exciting 
change Paradissis has under-
taken has been a breakfast 
menu, which launched early 
last year. The restaurant now 
opens its doors at 7:00am and 
serves breakfast until 1:00pm. 
Omelets, Benedicts, skillets 
and an array of breakfast sides 
and brunch options make 
up the menu. The best part, 
Paradissis explained, is that 
Romilo’s can accommodate 
large groups, so families or 
friends who are trying to go 
out to breakfast won’t have to 
be crammed into a small spot 
or divided up among sev-
eral booths.

Paradissis sees these 
improvements as ways to not 
only please his many loyal 
customers but also draw in 
new visitors who have never 
heard about Romilo’s. “Cus-
tomers love this place. What 
we have is a solid base, but the 
younger generations and some 
of the new people moving into 
Severna Park don’t know us,” 
he said. “I want to change the 

New Owner Of Romilo’s Brings Smart 
Changes To Popular Severna Park Restaurant

The remodel of Romilo’s Restaurant & Bar includes new 
flooring, walls, furniture and lighting.

Revere Bank recently 
promoted Kenneth 
White to senior vice 

president, Greg Baggan to 
vice president and Megan 
Wankel to assistant vice 

president.
White has been in the 

banking industry for more 
than 35 years. He serves 
on the board of FSC First; 
Leadership Prince George’s; 

SBA District Office Quality 
Circle; Maryland Commer-
cial Lenders Association; 
Maryland Black Chamber 
of Commerce; and Mary-
land Association of Social 
Services Board Foundation. 
White is a graduate of the 
Johns Hopkins University 
Carey School of Business, 
Minority Leadership Devel-
opment Program (LDP).

Baggan has more than 
six years of experience in 
the banking industry. He is 
a graduate of the 2017-2018 
Maryland Bankers Asso-
ciation Emerging Leaders 
Champions program, a 
statewide program recog-
nizing the next generation 
of leaders in the industry. 
He earned his bachelor’s 
degree from Salisbury Uni-
versity and master’s from 
Loyola University.

Wankel has more than 
seven years of experience 
in banking and is also a 
graduate of the 2017-2018 
Maryland Bankers Asso-
ciation Emerging Leaders 
Champions. She earned 
her bachelor’s from Towson 
University and master’s 
from the University of 
Baltimore.

Revere Bank Announces 
Promotions Of Vice Presidents
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choices to choose from. We 
can elect guaranteed interest 
rate investments, alterna-
tive investments, and in 
some instances, we can even 
elect bank CDs. In addition 
to these more conservative 
choices, you can also choose 
to elect any market-based 
investment as well, such as 
mutual funds, etc.

If you are on the fence 
about what to do, you can 
also execute a “partial roll-
over.” You would decide how 
much you want to roll into an 
IRA account and the rest of 
your balance would be left in 
your 401K.

DIY Your IRA
Many Generation Xers, and 

more and more Baby Boomers, 
are “do it yourselfers.” As a re-
sult, companies offering IRAs 
are catering to this market. 
Low cost, self-managed IRAs 
are proliferating. These are 
used for people who want to 
manage their money them-

selves. The transaction is tax-
free and the funds are allo-
cated in the manner that you, 
the account holder, choose.

There are a few disadvan-
tages to rolling your IRA. An 
IRA rollover can come with 
fees. This is not because the 
IRA itself comes with a fee, 
but because when you roll to 
an IRA, it’s usually done with 
a financial advisor, and the 
financial advisor will charge 
a fee to do this. Also, an IRA 
comes with the required min-
imum distribution, or RMD, 
rules. These rules require a 
person to take withdrawals 
from their traditional IRAs 
once they hit 70 and a half. 
It’s important to note that 
401Ks can also be subject to 
RMDs, so you may want to 
check with your tax advisor 
about your specific situation.

Deciding what to do 
with your old 401K

Before you embark on mak-
ing any of these decisions, 
it’s best to decide what your 

retirement goals are and find 
a financial professional who 
can assess your particular 
situation and help you make 
the best decisions for you.

Once you’ve determined 
your goals, a professional can 
create an investment strategy 
to help you reach those goals, 
and part of that strategy is 
deciding how best to use your 
old 401Ks. The “confused mind 
strategy” is NOT a winning 
game plan, and by proactively 
considering your options, you 
will start to feel more confi-
dent in your choices and know 

which option to choose.
Premier Planning Group is an 

independent firm with securi-
ties offered through Summit 
Brokerage Services Inc., Member 
FINRA, SIPC. 443-837-2520. 
Opinions expressed are that of 
the author and are not endorsed 
by the named broker dealer or 
its affiliates. The information in 
this article is not intended as tax 
or legal advice, and it may not be 
relied on for the purpose of avoid-
ing any federal tax penalties. 
You are encouraged to seek tax or 
legal advice from an independent 
professional adviser.

Advances in dentistry 
have made that task easier 
throughout time, and Cranska 
has witnessed many other 
changes both in technology 
and approach.

“When we started doing 
white fillings, we had one color 
and it didn’t match anybody. 
You’d mix it like epoxy,” 
Cranska said. “By the time you 
mixed it, you would incorpo-
rate air bubbles into it. After 
a couple months, it would al-
ways look brown because you 

would incorporate so many air 
bubbles trying to mix it.

“The stuff we use now is 
all mixed under vacuum,” he 
added. “You put it on when 
it’s putty and then you hit it 
with the light, and the laser 
light makes it hard in a couple 
seconds and then you can 
polish it.”

Another big change is that 
crowns are ceramic in-
stead of metal.

“A robot mills it out of that 
solid piece of ceramic, makes 
it look like a tooth, and then 

they put it in the oven and 
make it even stronger, and the 
technician finishes and sends 
it back,” Cranska said.

What will the future look 
like for dentistry? Teaching 
the next wave of dentists is an 
important component of that 
outlook, Cranska said. He rou-
tinely travels to the Institute 
for Advanced Laser Dentistry 
in California to educate other 
dentists about the technology 
and procedures of LANAP. 
As dentistry becomes more 
corporate, Cranska is deter-

mined to do things the right 
way, helping families on a path 
to lifelong dental care.

“I like my patients. It’s 
almost like a big fam-
ily,” Cranska said. “Now the 
40-year-olds are bringing 
their kids in. I’ve seen a lot of 
generations.”

Family Laser Dentistry is 
located in the Ritchie Court of-
fice building at 877 Baltimore-
Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 
305, in Severna Park. To learn 
more, call 410-975-9331 or visit 
www.cranska.com.

perception of this restaurant. 
When you come in, I want it to 
look more modern, but I don’t 
want to lose our identity.”

Romilo’s is located at 478A 
Ritchie Highway in Severna 
Park and is open 7:00am-
10:00pm Sunday through 

Thursday and 7:00am-
11:00pm Fridays and Sat-
urdays. Happy hour is from 
4:00pm to 7:00pm every day, 
and the bar has live entertain-
ment every Saturday evening 
and most Friday evenings. For 
more information, visit www.
romilosrestaurant.com.

•	Smart	Phone	App

•	Online	
Refill	Requests

•	Senior	Discounts	
on	Non	Prescription	
items

•	Patient	Preferred

Come	In
and	Get	Your

Flu	Shot
Today!

Marcus LaChapelle and his 
family have owned and operated 

the pharmacy since 1985

410-544-3733
www.broadneckrx.net

Dr. Jeffrey Cranska Celebrates 40 Years

What To Do With Your Old 401Ks

New Owner Of Romilo’s

At a fall celebration, the team behind Edinboro Early School 
joined the Greater Severna Park and Arnold Chamber of 
Commerce to celebrate the school’s 30th anniversary with 
family-centered activities and a ribbon cutting ceremony.

Edinboro Early School 
Marks 30 Years

Ribbon 
Cutting
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5138 Mountain Road, Pasadena MD 21122

5 BD  3 BA  $1,590,000

David Orso Exclusive Listing in Pasadena

“ Wow. I could not be any more happier. For starters, 
David personally worked with me to negotiate a fair 
price on a house he was listing. Once we ratified the 
agreement, David had his staff work closely with me 
every step of the way in terms of closing the home. I am 
now the proud owner of one of the nicest homes in Point 
Field Landing. 
 
It does not end there. I also signed a listing agreement 
for David to sell my home in New Cut Farms. David and 
his team executed this second transaction to perfection. 
So, imagine this, I settle in Point Field on September 27, 
then October 3 settle on my home in New Cut. 
 
Again, I could not be more pleased with David and his 
Team. Highly recommend!”

Let us guide you home. 
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Hear from one of our satisfied clients
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Severna Park Sports

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

Severna Park’s cham-
pionship reign over 
indoor track and field 

continued on January 22 
when the Falcon girls totaled 
123 points to win the Anne 
Arundel County champi-
onship for a third consec-
utive year.

Severna Park topped 
Arundel (87.5 points), South 
River (66), Broadneck (58) 
and the rest of the county 
field for the team title.

The victory at Prince 
George’s Sports and Learning 
Complex came not via 
individual dominance — the 
Falcons produced only one 
individual county champion, 
Sarah Adams, in pole 
vault — but by depth and 
a balanced deployment of 
abilities, as the Falcon girls 
achieved the rare feat of 
scoring in every event.

“Just the girls, the depth 
and working hard, and 
we just nickel-and-dimed 
them,” said Severna Park 

coach Josh Alcombright. 
“To score in every event 
shows we’re a really well-
rounded team.”

Falcon senior Emily 
Knight said the goal of a 
team county title — not 
the region or state — is 
the driving force behind 

the team’s training efforts 
throughout the season.

“We’re definitely super 
excited because the county 
championship is our 
ultimate goal as a team,” 
Knight said. “We all work for 
each other, and the coaches 
helped us a lot, so we want 

to do it for them as well. It’s 
an awesome way to go out, 
senior year.”

The Lady Falcons began 
scoring right from the first 
gun and built their lead 
throughout the meet on both 
the track and in the field.

Adams, a junior, secured 

her second-straight indoor 
county pole vault title by 
clearing 10 feet, 3 inches.

“I’m really glad I could do it 
for the team, because we do 
so much and work really hard 
every day,” said Adams.

Despite not reaching her 
personal-best height of 

10 feet, 6 inches, Adams’ 
pole vault title is all the 
more impressive seeing as 
how she rarely gets reps at 
outdoor winter practices and 
just brings her best effort 
on meet day.

“I just practice it at meets, 
basically,” Adams said, 
laughing. “It’s too cold out.”

Adams also had to qualify 
her way into the final of the 
55-meter hurdles, taking 
second in her preliminary 
heat, and ended up banking 
five points by placing fourth 
in the final. She noted that 
everyone on the team does 
their best through the 
unglamorous routine of 
training in frigid weather on 
practice days.

“Even though it seems 
tedious, just running, 
running, it does help 
and we are a better team 
because of our coaches and 
everyone,” she said.

Severna Park’s Alyssa 
Combs narrowly came in as 
runner-up to Broadneck’s 
Anna Janke in the 1600, 
as Janke won the event in 
5:16.50 and Combs was one-
tenth of a second behind 
at 5:16.60. Combs also 
placed sixth in the 3200, an 
event in which the Falcons 
scored 13 points thanks to 
the third-place finish of 
Kelsie O’Neill and fifth-

Falcon Girls Top County Once Again, Win Indoor Title

Photo by Colin Murphy

Runners burst off the starting line of the 1600-meter final at the Anne Arundel County track and field championships on 
January 22. Broadneck’s Anna Janke (far right) won the metric mile by one-tenth of a second over Severna Park’s Alyssa 
Combs (second from right). The Falcon girls captured the program’s third consecutive indoor county championship.

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

It’s been another strong 
year for the Severna Park 
swim team, which will 

look to continue its streak 
of top results at the county 
championship meet on 
February 8.

Celebrating senior night 
on January 25, Severna 
Park’s boys (8-0) remained 
undefeated and stacked up 
a trio of wins, defeating 
Broadneck, South River and 
Old Mill at Arundel Olympic 
Swim Center in Annapolis. 
Severna Park’s girls moved 
to 6-2 despite suffering their 
first two losses of the season, 
falling narrowly to Broadneck 
and losing to South River in 
addition to beating Old Mill.

The Falcons have a total of 
40 swimmers on the roster — 
20 boys and 20 girls — and of 
the 40, 27 are underclassmen. 
First-year head coach John 
Bachkosky spoke proudly 
of the continued success of 
the program, particularly 
the boys team, which has not 
lost a meet since the 2015-
2016 season.

“I am extremely proud of 
how the older swimmers have 
helped teach the younger 
ones by example,” said 
Bachkosky. “They present 
themselves with class and 

represent our school in a way 
that would make any Falcon 
proud. I am also extremely 
proud of the effort the 
younger swimmers have put 
in to improve. It bodes well 
for next year and beyond to 
see so many of them driven to 
be the best they can be.”

Highlights were many on 
January 25 and foreshadow 
what the Falcons hope will be 
a winning effort at counties.

Tyler Moran was a 
multiple event winner for 
Severna Park; he won the 
200-yard freestyle in 1:50.61 
ahead of Broadneck’s Gabe 
Kott and also claimed the 
100 backstroke in 56.62 
seconds. Kyle Cannon took 
first in the 100 free and 
second in the 50 free. Charles 
Pitta won the 500 free ahead 
of teammate Henry Wright. 
Matthew Dalton placed 
second in the 200 individual 
medley, and Pitta placed 
third. Andrew Gillespie was 
third in the 100 butterfly. In 
the 100 breaststroke, Dalton 
was second and Gillespie was 
third. Jack Maloy was third 
in the 100 back.

The boys 200 medley relay 
team of Maloy, Dalton, Pitta 
and Gillespie placed first, as 
did the boys 200 free relay 
team of Gillespie, Maloy, 
Moran and Cannon. Cannon, 
Pitta, Dalton and Moran 

placed first in the 400 free.
On the girls side, Severna 

Park’s Allyson Lee won the 
100 free in 58.1 seconds, 
and she also took third in 
the 50 free. Allyson Troy 
was second in the 100 back. 
Sophie Patz placed third in 
the 200 IM, and Kate Myers 
was fourth. Patz was third 
in the 100 breast. Myers was 
second in the 500 free, and 
Chloe Wright was third. 
Kylie Emrich was fourth 
in the 100 fly. Madison 
McNutt was fourth in 
the 100 back.

The 200 free relay team 
of Troy, Emma Patenaude, 
Sophia Dutton and Lee 
placed second.

Broadneck’s Caitlin 
Deitch won the 200 free in 
2:03.48 and placed second in 
the 50 free, an event won by 
South River standout Lauren 
Poole. The Bruins’ Brayden 
Bowen was first in the 100 
fly and placed second in 
the 200 IM. Kim Horn was 
second in the 100 free and 
third in the 100 back.

Broadneck’s boys 
got several standout 
performances as well. Matt 
Cembrano won the 50 
free in 22.9 seconds, and 
teammate Hunter Fulton 
was third. Cembrano was 
also fastest in the 100 fly, 
placing first in 53.09 seconds.

Falcon, Bruin Swimmers 
Set To Contend For County

Photo courtesy of Laurie Dennis

Severna Park senior swimmers (l-r) Patrick Damanti, Kyle Cannon, Matthew Dalton, 
Allyson Lee, Sophia Dutton, Chloe Wright, Allison Troy and Madison McNutt competed on 
January 25 against Broadneck, South River and Old Mill at Arundel Olympic Swim Center. 
The Falcons will swim at the county championship meet on February 8.

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The Severna Park wres-
tling team celebrated 
senior night at home 

against South River on 
January 30 and offered 
glimpses of a handful of 
Falcon wrestlers who are 
likely to challenge for the 
county at the Anne Arundel 
County championships on 
February 15 and 16.

The Seahawks improved 
to 25-4 overall with a 
46-23 victory over the 
Falcons in a hard-earned 
win featuring competitive 
matches throughout most 
weight classes.

Severna Park coach 
Trevor Bryden said 
the Falcons are tracking 
toward personal-best 
performances at counties, 
regions and states.

“We’ve got guys that 
have a lot of talent and 
potential, and we’re looking 
to take advantage of that,” 
said Bryden. “We’re looking 
to be peaking at counties 
and after that.”

After South River took a 
6-0 lead with a first-round 
pin by Mason Smith of 
Andrew Trull in the 106 
bout, Severna Park’s Jack 
Chadwick battled Nolan 
Lunsford at 113. Chadwick 
led 3-2 in the second round 
when he wrapped Lunsford 
up and nearly scored a pin, 

but Lunsford was saved by 
the bell as the round’s two 
minutes expired. Lunsford 
came back with an escape 
and a takedown in the 
third round to notch a 5-3 
decision and put South 
River up 9-0.

Ty Daniels continued 
his strong season at 120 
for Severna Park, winning 
an 8-0 major decision over 
South River’s Jamison 
Ballard despite receiving 
a battered and bloody nose 
that needed attention and 
bandaging in the second 
round. South River led 9-4.

South River’s Benjamin 
Robertson pinned Severna 
Park’s Gavin Cheesman 
at 126, and the Seahawks’ 
Joab Patino defeated 
Matthew Thompson 
13-4 at 132. South River’s 
Michael Byers accepted 
a forfeit at 138, and the 
Seahawks led 25-4.

Severna Park’s Griffin 
Strickler made swift work 
of his opponent in the 145 
matchup, pinning Justin 
Richards to gain six points 

SP Wrestlers Celebrate Senior 
Night, Prep For Postseason

Photos by Colin Murphy

Severna Park’s Michael Hamlett made the most of his senior 
night bout, wrestling up a weight class to 170 and defeating 
South River’s James Purnell for his 17th win of the season. 

Severna Park senior Connor Bowes defeated South River’s 
Niko Nolte in the 220 matchup on January 30 to improve to 
24-3 on the year. “I plan to win counties,” Bowes said. 

 »Continued on B2

Park Boys Take 
Third As Jefferds, 

Chaisson Win 
Individual Crowns

 »Continued on B4
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All loans subject to credit approval.

With Spring right around the corner, there’s no better  
time to line up financing for all your home-improvement  

projects. Whether you’ve had your eye on an updated  
kitchen or another project, we can make it happen.

Stop by or call to speak with your local loan  
officer about a home equity line of credit today

Don’t forget to also check out our full line of 
checking products, perfect for everyday expenses.

Spring Forward...
With a Home Equity Line of  

Credit from Severn Bank

Severna Park Branch
598 Benfield Road
Severna Park, Maryland 21146
410.544.0800 • severnbank.com

Crystal Wiley
Branch Manager

410-647-8000 | 410-440-0824-Cell

Like me on Facebook

To view my resume and thousands of homes, visit my website:

www.FrankTaglienti.com

My RESULTS speak for themselves!
NO TEAMS, NO GROUPS - JUST

ONE-ON-ONE, PERSONAL SERVICE! 
When you hire me, you get ME! You aren’t “assigned” to a 
team or group member! With over 31 years of experience,

I pride myself on personally meeting the needs of each client; 
from the first time we meet, all the way to settlement! Buyers 

and Sellers appreciate my negotiating skills, strategic marketing 
approach, personalized service and strong work ethic.

If you are considering Buying or Selling, “Talk 2 Tag”!
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Severna Park-Water Privileges
Well maintained home in water priv comm of 
Stewart’s Landing. Features dramatic vaulted ceil-
ing in family room brk FP, built-ins and skylights! 
New refinished lower lev club rm. New carpet, 
newer vinyl siding and HVAC system. Deck over-
looks nice size yard. Comm w/boat ramp, marina, 
tot lot, open space, B-ball ct. $440.00

Severna Park-Berrywood South
Classic Colonial! Fea 4 bdr, 3.5 ba! Updated 
eat-in kit w/SS appliances. Lg fam rm w/ brk 
FP. Remodeled master ba. Low Lev w/ 2nd 
kit, office & spacious club rm. Plus newer 
roof & siding. Plus fenced yard and deck! 
Water priv. comm.

Crofton-Chapman Farm 
Pristine home 4 BDR 2.5 ba home! Fea updated eat 
in kit w/granite tops and SS appliances. Spacious low 
lev club rm w/bath rough in.  Harwood fls on main 
lev. Patio overlooks fenced yard. Close to shopping 
and major commuter routes. $530,000

Annapolis-Park Place
Enjoy the Annapolis life style! Elegant residence in fabu-
lous Park Place! Enjoy down town living in this beautiful 
home featuring new hand scraped flrs, and plush carpet. 
Freshly painted. Wonderful views of the fountain. Nu-
merous amenities including pool, fitness center, meeting 
rooms, new out-door grilling area. $472,500

so
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for the Falcons. South 
River’s Wesley Corkran 
responded with a first-
round pin of Jimmy 
Hopper at 152 to up the 
Seahawk lead to 31-10.

Severna Park forfeited 
at 160 to avoid South 
River’s reigning county 
champion, Trenton 
Puccinelli, instead 
sending Michael 
Hamlett up a weight 
class to wrestle South 
River’s James Purnell at 
170. Hamlett rose to the 
challenge, taking his shot 
late in the first round 
and catching Purnell in 
a cradle to end the bout 
with a pin.

“Going into it, I figured 
he’s a tall kid, so I didn’t 
want to tie up too much, 
but basically just going 
through what we’ve been 
doing in practice, keep 
moving, keep shooting. 
Eventually I started on top, 
and cradles are my thing, 
so I just went into and got 
it done,” said Hamlett, who 
usually wrestles at 160 and 
who improved to 17-10 on 
the season. In the stacked 
160 weight class in Anne 
Arundel County, he still 
likes his chances for a deep 
run at counties, region 
qualification and beyond. “I 
like to go into every match 
thinking I’m going to win 
it,” Hamlett said. “I think 
if I put in the effort I can 
go far in counties. The goal 
is to make it to states as 
always, so that’s what I’m 
shooting for.”

Severna Park’s Ron 
Schilpp fought admirably 
against South River’s Sam 
Hicks at 182 but couldn’t 
quite keep the Falcon 
momentum going. The pair 
went the full three rounds 

and were evenly matched, 
tied at 3-3 with 45 seconds 
left, but Hicks scored a 
late reversal to win a 5-3 
decision, and South River 
led 40-16.

Ty Broadway got 
Severna Park back on track 
with a 9-0 decision over 
Kevin Lippincott at 195. 
Broadway, a sophomore, has 
been a major bright spot for 
the Falcons this year, and 
he improved to 25-2 with 
his win over Lippincott.

Connor Bowes nearly 
had his senior night 
marred just seconds into 
his 220 bout with South 
River’s Niko Nolte, as 
Nolte caught Bowes out 
of position and took him 
to the mat, threatening a 
pin. Bowes freed himself 
and battled back into 
the match.

“He caught me in a hip 

toss and I spent like a 
minute on the bottom,” 
said Bowes. “Eventually 
I got out.”

He still trailed 4-3 
entering the third round, 
but he tied the match 
with an escape and 
got a takedown in the 
final minute to win a 
6-4 decision over Nolte 
and improve to 24-3 on 
the season.

Ask of his confidence 
level with counties fast 
approaching, Bowes did 
not mince words:

“I plan to win 
counties.”

In the heavyweight 
matchup, reigning 3A/4A 
state champion Ka’Ron 
Lewis was a formidable 
opponent for Severna 
Park’s Connor Saladin. 
Saladin fought through 
the first round before 
Lewis secured a pin in 
the second round to 

end the dual.
With the county 

championships set for 
February 15 and 16 at 
Arundel, the Falcons have 
a handful of contenders 
for county crowns. Bowes, 
Broadway, Saladin and 
Chadwick all made the 
finals of the Severna Park 
Scuffle home tournament 
in January. The Falcons 
are hoping to get their top 
individuals through to the 
region tournament later 
in February.

“One of the advantages 
here in the next couple 
weeks, if we can fix some 
small things, some guys 
will really benefit from 
that,” said Bryden. “We’ve 
got some guys that if we 
can give them a little bit of 
individual attention and 
focus, we think they can go 
a long way.”

Severna Park Wrestlers Prep For Counties
 »Continued from B1

Photo by Colin Murphy

Severna Park’s Ty Broadway is 
25-2 on the season and a 
contender for the county 
championship at 195.

Athlete Spotlight: William Toepper, SP Wrestling

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

Student-athletes in 
Severna Park often garner 
accolades and recognition 
for their standout statistical 
performances, dominance on 
the playing field and career 
milestones.

But what about the kid 
who works hard, is a great 
teammate, loves what he 
does and makes the most of 
his opportunities?

That’s Severna Park 
wrestler William Toepper.

Toepper began wrestling 
four years ago as a freshman, 
and he made Severna Park’s 
varsity roster for the first 
time this year as a senior. 
He’s never been the star of 

the team, but he stuck with 
the program because he just 
likes to wrestle.

“It’s a fun sport,” said 
Toepper, who won the spirit 
award with the JV team in 
his first year and was one of 
several wrestlers honored 
at the Falcons’ senior night 
against South River on 
January 30. “It’s made more 
fun by the people on the 
team with me.”

While he’s in it for the fun 
and camaraderie, Toepper 
also practices seriously and 
has always stayed ready in 
case his name was called. He 
got his shot on January 24, 
when he was inserted into 
the lineup as the Falcons’ 
heavyweight for their away 
dual with Northeast.

The Falcons held a 36-34 
lead over the Eagles when 
the heavyweight matchup, 
the final bout of the night, 
arrived. Toepper squared off 
against Northeast’s Matt 
Wukitch, a top lineman 
and accomplished athlete 
for Northeast’s football 
team. In his first varsity 
match, Toepper had to win 
to secure a team victory for 
the Falcons. He got out of an 
early throw and worked from 
the bottom position before 
rolling Wukitch over and 

pinning him.
His teammates and the 

Severna Park wrestling 
families went crazy in 
celebration as Toepper sealed 
the Falcons’ victory.

“It’s surreal,” Toepper said. 
“I just saw myself as another 
part of the team. Being the 
guy that brings home dinner 
feels nice.”

He improved his career 
varsity record to 2-0 just two 
days later, winning against 
his opponent from Howard 
High School.

Perhaps his preparation 
and readiness should come 
as no surprise; Toepper has 
had perfect attendance in 
school for the past 13 years, 
including all four of his years 
at Severna Park High School, 
during which he has made 
the honor multiple times. 
His mother and father, 
Jo-Marie and Michael 
Toepper, both educators, 
and his sister, Grace, a 
freshman at South River, 
were happy to see him earn a 
spot in the lineup and make 
his mark, especially after 
having been a consummate 
teammate for years.

“Seeing him feel good 
about his perseverance 
and team sportsmanship 
has been rewarding,” 
said Jo-Marie.

After high school, Toepper 
is considering serving his 
country in the military, 
perhaps in the Coast Guard, 
but first he plans to serve his 
community as a volunteer 
firefighter and begin his 
firefighter and EMT training 
at the Arnold Volunteer 
Fire Department when 
he turns 18.

He said wrestling has 
prepared him for life by 
making him resilient.

“It makes you tougher,” 
Toepper said.

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.

Thank You for Voting us
Best Orthodontic Practice in Severna Park

                  www.orthowright.com • 410-544-0072

479 Jumpers Hole Rd., Suite 203 Severna Park, MD 21146

7 years
in a row!

Emily Caffiero is 
our February Smile 
of the Month. She 
is a freshman at 
Severna Park High 
School and enjoys 
playing basketball.  
Emily loves going 
to the beach with 
family and friends.

Congratulations to our 
Smile of the Month!

William Toepper
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If you’re bothered by  
varicose veins or leg pain,  

MVP is offering a Free  
Valentine’s Vein Screening.

We o�er quick, minimally invasive evaluations 
and procedures that are covered by most 
insurance plans, including Medicare. But the best 
way to determine if you have vein disease is with a 
free vein screening.

Meet Dr. Jon Hupp, Director of MVP Annapolis:
• Harvard-trained, board-certi�ed vascular surgeon
• 25 years of experience
• Performed more than 5,000 vein proceduresDr. Jon Hupp

©HS 2019
888 Bestgate Road, Suite 300, Annapolis, MD 21401

Maryland Vein Professionals
Your Premier Vein Care Specialists

It’s Time to Love Your Legs Again.

To schedule a FREE Valentine’s  
Vein Screening or for more  
information, please call MVP at  
410-571-4305 and mention “SPV” 
or visit www.MVPBookNow.com.

Striking Fun 
In Your Spare Time!

4 Free GameS
UP TO FOUr Free GameS!

When an identical number of games are 
purchased at regular rates.

Limit one coupon per visit per group. Valid only when open play lanes 
are available. Not redeemable for“Galaxy Bowl.” Valid at Annapolis 

Bowl, Greenway Bowl & Severna Park Lanes. Expires 03/06/2019. SPV

Pizza, Pins & Pepsi
$69.95

Per lane for all this fun.
Over $99 value! Limited to available lanes.

2 hours, shoe rentals, large cheese pizza, pitcher of soda for up
to 6 people per lane for one value-bowl price.

Valid at Annapolis Bowl, Greenway Bowl & Severna Park Lanes 
through 03/06/2019 When lanes are available.  Not redeem-

able during “Galaxy Bowl.” Can not be combined withany other 
offer. Limit one coupon per visit per group, per day. SPV

Greenway Bowl
10 Pin

8246 Telegraph Rd. 
Odenton, MD

410-551-7100
GoBowlingOdenton.com

S
ev

er
na Park Lanes

“Come join the FUN!”

Severna Park Lanes
Duck Pin & 10 Pin
840 Ritchie Hwy

Severna Park, MD
410-647-0811

GoBowlingSevernaPark.com

annapolis Bowl
10 Pin

2057 General’s Hwy 
Annapolis, MD

410-266-0700
GoBowlingAnnapolis.com

Celebrate Valentine’s 
Day with us. 

Reserve a lane today!

The 12U Green Hornets 
boys basketball team 
coached by Sean Abell 
participated in the 
Basketball Coaches Without 
Boundaries Tournament 
over the winter holiday 
break. The tournament was 
held at Thomas Johnson 
High School in Frederick. 
During day one of the 
tournament, the boys fell 
to a strong Monocacy team 
in the opener and then 
battled D1SA Sport out of 
Loudon County, Virginia in 
the night cap, yielding to 
the eventual tournament 
champion in a tough, close 
contest. Sunday was a 
different story as the boys 
regrouped and defeated 
IronHorse Basketball out 
of Brunswick and then 
soundly defeated Linganore 

to win the bracket.
Said coach Abell, “It 

says a lot about the boys’ 
toughness to come back 
and finish that tournament 
strong after playing as 
hard as we did late into 
the evening on Saturday, 
coming up short against 
two very good teams. 
I think Brunswick and 
Linganore were expecting a 
different outcome.”

The Green Hornets are 
16-5 overall on the season 
combining tournaments 
and league play in both 
the Anne Arundel County 
12U A League as well as the 
Harundale Youth Sports 
League. Severna Park has 
wins over Bowie, GORC, 
Millersville, Maryland 3D, 
Glen Burnie, Lake Shore, St 
Mary’s and Harundale.

The 12U Green Hornets 
are Brandon Tenenbaum, 
Nick DiNunzio, George 
Vandiver, Brady Fox, 
Anthony Harris, Brendan 
Abell, Nathan Murphy 
and Sean Williams. They 
are coached by Sean Abell, 
Todd Tenenbaum and 
Alex Vandiver.

12U Green Hornets Boys 
Win Frederick Tournament

The 12U Green Hornets won their bracket of the Basketball Coaches Without Boundaries 
Tournament over the winter break and are 16-5 overall this season.

The Green Hornets 
U9 Dominators girls 
basketball team still hasn’t 
lost this winter competing 
across two leagues, the 
Anne Arundel County 
Recreation and Parks 
league and the Sunday 
Arbutus league.

“Our girls are usually 
the smaller and younger 
team in every tournament 
that we play in, but they 
are by far the scrappiest,” 
said head coach Darby 
Davis. “We have battled 
it out against fifth- and 
sixth-grade teams in 
tournaments, and even 
after a loss, had the other 
coach approach us at the 
end and tell us what an 
unbelievably hustling 
team we have.”

The Dominators recently 
won the MLK One-Day 
Showcase in Jessup and 
took home medals from the 
tournament.

The team of Izzy 
Burleson, Ruby Bauer, 
Tatum Davis, Grace 
Mosmiller, Taylor 
Edwards, Brynn 
Williams, Kendall 
Kemezis, Reese Pasko, 
Keira Wittlinger and 
Avery Billmyer plays 
an aggressive 1-3-1 
trapping defense and 
averages double-digit 
steals per game.

“We swarm the teams 
like annoying hornets that 
we are,” said coach Davis, 
who coaches the team 
with Aaron Burleson 
and Stacy Williams. 

“Our girls aren’t the most 
experienced basketball 
players or the best shooters 
or ball handlers in the 
league. But their effort 
outweighs the other team’s 
[effort] every time.

“Our girls practice hard 
every practice and take 
direction and critiquing 
so well. I also want to 
recognize our parents. They 
bring their kids to practice 
two nights in a row every 
week and to games every 
Saturday and Sunday. They 
also agree to almost any 
tournament we find and 
want to get into.

“Our U9 Severna Park 
Dominators have done 
unbelievably this season so 
far and we plan to keep it 
up and remain undefeated.”

Green Hornets U9 Dominators 
Girls Remain Unbeaten

The Severna Park U9 Dominators are undefeated in two leagues this winter and recently took 
home medals as the winners of the Martin Luther King One-Day Showcase in Jessup.

Your 
Sports

Want to get your 
team or youth athlete 
into a future print is-
sue of the Voice? Send 
us a tip! Email Colin 
Murphy at colin@sever-
naparkvoice.com.
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Exquisite New Additions + NO Large Entrance Fee  

= Even MORE Value!

Brightview Severna Park’s new expansion 
features brand new amenities and 
independent living apartment homes to 
make life even brighter for area seniors. 
• Indoor pool 
• New fitness center 
• New movie theater and library/ 
   media room 
• Enlarged pub, billiard room, and    
   multipurpose room 
• Expanded outdoor amenities for  
   gardening, exercising, relaxing, or     
   entertaining 
• New independent living art studio  
   and dining bistro 
• 95 brand new independent living   
   apartments 
 
 

Now accepting reservation 
deposits. Don’t miss your 
opportunity to select the 

apartment of your choice. Call  
to schedule a visit today. 

410.544.1605

469 Jumpers Hole Rd.

Building New Possibilities for Vibrant Area Seniors

place finish of Sophia Zell; 
Annapolis’ Anna Coffin was 
the two-mile champion in 
11:08.41, and Mollie Fenn 
of Broadneck was runner-up 
in 11:35.99.

Severna Park’s Bella 
Dowdell (fifth) and 
Caroline Gage (eighth) 
added five more total points 
in the 1600 for the Falcons. 
Knight placed second in 
the 500 (an event won by 
South River’s Bronwyn 
Patterson), second in the 
800 to Patterson and third 
in the 300 for a total of 24 
team points, nearly a fifth of 
the Falcons’ total. Brenna 
Mullaney placed fifth in 
the 800 and sixth in the 
500. Janice Chukwu added 
six total team points in her 
individual performances, 
placing fourth in the 55-meter 
dash and eighth in the 300.

In the field, Severna 
Park was bolstered by the 

shot put trio of Rebecca 
Praley, Molly Meyers and 
Kaylee Reyes, who placed 
second, fourth and sixth, 
respectively, garnering a 
total of 16 points. As runner-
up Praley threw 30 feet, 4 
inches, less than two feet off 
the winning mark of 32 feet, 
3 inches thrown by Old Mill’s 
Hafsat Bakare.

Claire Kintzley triple-
jumped 33 feet, 1 inch, good 
for third in a competitive 
field. Abigail Vandenberg 
placed seventh in high jump 
for the Falcons.

The 4x800 relay team 
of Bella Espinoza, Lilly 
Echeverria, Shania 
Johnson and Chukwu 
claimed another eight points 
by placing second.

Broadneck’s day was 
highlighted by Janke’s 
winning 1600 performance, 
Fenn’s runner-up finish 
to Patterson in the 3200 
and the Bruins’ first-place 

4x800 relay team of Janke, 
Jasmine Jones, Fenn and 
Abagail Cassidy.

Falcon Boys 
Take Third

On the boys side, South 
River claimed the team 
crown with a point total 
of 172, with Arundel (111) 
taking second, Severna 
Park (98) taking third 
and Broadneck (19) 
finishing eighth.

The Falcons’ Kyle Jefferds 
became a first-time county 
champion in the 300, 
clocking a personal-record 
36.59 seconds to edge out 
Arundel’s Elijah Osimokun 
(36.61). Jefferds, a senior 
who was a key player for the 
Falcon boys soccer team, 
also placed second in the 
55-meter dash and fourth 
in the high jump (clearing 5 
feet, 8 inches) in the latest 
chapter of an outstanding 
all-around indoor season 

in which he has set a new 
personal record in his events 
at every meet this winter.

He said he didn’t initially 
set out to become a track and 
field champion.

“I started my sophomore 
year mainly just to get fast 
for soccer, and I ended up 
liking track even more and 
quitting my travel soccer 
team,” Jefferds said. “It’s 
something that just came 
pretty naturally and I really 
enjoyed it.” 

As for becoming a first-
time county champion, 
Jefferds was gratified: “It felt 
like all the hard work during 
the season paid off.”

Severna Park’s Alex 
Chaisson, also a senior, 
became a first-time county 
champion with an exciting 
run in the 500. Chaisson 
clocked a 1:09.09, surging in 
the final 100 meters to make 
a move from the outside, 
overtake South River’s Ryan 
Watson (1:09.15) and beat 
Watson by a head at the 

finish line.
Chaisson also placed 

second in the 800 and said 
the motivation he derived 
from teammates is exactly 
what he wants to pass 
on as a newly crowned 
county champ.

“It’s a very humbling 
experience, because I’m 
running with some of 
the fastest kids I know 
out here,” Chaisson said. 
“It’s something where the 
younger members of the 
team look and say ‘OK, that’s 
where I want to be,’ and it 
pushes everyone around 
me, and I love that aspect. 
I haven’t been a county 
champ, so I’ve always been 
that one saying, ‘I want to 
get there, that’s where I want 
to be.’ And it’s all my friends 
and all these people around 
me just pushing, it’s just 
fantastic.”

Other Severna Park 
athletes had strong days 
to bolster the Falcons’ 
point total. Garrison 

Clark placed second in 
the 1600 in 4:22.46, an 
event won by South River’s 
Sam Keeny in 4:21.55. 
Clark banked another 
eight points by placing 
second to Keeny in the 
3200. Matthew Bateman 
(fourth) and Nathan 
Vandemeulebroecke (fifth) 
scored points in the 1600 for 
the Falcons; Jake Gelfand 
and Sam Martin took 
fourth and fifth, respectively, 
in the 3200. Josh Mercado 
banked a couple points with 
an eighth-place finish in the 
500 and eighth in the 800.

Trevor Dearborn 
placed seventh in long 
jump for Severna Park, and 
Max Nelsen took eighth 
in shot put.

The Severna Park boys 
4x800 relay team of Jack 
Muldoon, Nick Engleman, 
Collin Mullaney and 
Carson Sloat placed first 
in 8:36.25 to win a county 
title ahead of South River 
(8:42.71).

Severna Park Girls Top County Once Again, Win Indoor Title
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Strength Through Experience!
Protecting the Rights of Injured Victims and their Families for over 30 years!

arEaS of practicE 

Auto Accidents | Workers Compensation | Personal Injury
Wrongful Death/Survivors Actions | Medical Malpractice | Business Law

Call us today for a Free Consultation

Phone 410.761.6800 | Fax 410.761.0198 | 7425 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD 21061
www.murnaneandoneill.com

trusted Name. proven Experience. Hal Murnane, Esq.
hal@murnaneandoneill.com

Photos by Colin Murphy

Left: Severna Park’s Kyle Jefferds blazed down the track in the 55-meter dash and placed second. Jefferds was county champion in the 300. Center: Severna Park’s Alex Chaisson came from 
behind in the 500 and stretched at the finish line to beat South River’s Ryan Watson by 0.06 seconds to become county champion. Right: Broadneck’s Mollie Fenn was runner-up in the 3200.

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

The Severna Park Voice 
will publish its Home 

& Garden Guide in the 
March 6 issue. Join 
us as we highlight 
home and garden 
information, tips, 

and ideas from 
local experts.

Home & Garden
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Around the House

Arkadia Surfaces 410-216-3448
1981 Moreland Parkway, Bay 2, 4A, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.arkadiasurfaces.com

Bear Landscaping Inc. 410-969-0669
8116 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.bearlandscaping.com

Design Tops 410-761-6336
435 E. Stiemly Avenue, Glen Burnie, MD 21060
www.designtopsllc.com

Dove Remodeling 410-439-5700
8611 Fort Smallwood Road # C, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.doveremodelingservices.com

Garcia Patios & Landscape 410-798-4615
565 E. Central Avenue, Edgewater, MD 21037
www.garciapatiosandlandscaping.com

The Haul Away Guys 443-867-6501

Landmark Roofing 443-223-7453
540 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 3,
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.remodelwithlandmark.com

Mid-Atlantic Deck & Fence Co. 410-544-1987
800 Route 3 South, Gambrills, MD 21054
www.midatlanticdeckandfence.com

Education

St. John the Evangelist School 410-647-2283
689 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.stjohnspschool.org

Food, Drink & Entertainment

Beijing Chinese Restaurant 410-544-5550
574 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.beijingchinesemd.com

Bill Bateman’s Bistro 410-315-7960
566 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.billbateman.com

China Gourmet 410-729-2598
685 Old Mill Road, Millersville, MD 21108
www.chinagourmetmillersville.com

Fishpaws Marketplace 410-647-7363
954 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012
www.fishpawsmarket.com

Garry’s Grill 410-544-0499
553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.garrysgrill.com

Goska’s Liquors 410-647-4041
501 Leelyn Drive, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.goskas.com

Harbour Spirits 410-544-6377
527 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.harbourspirits.com

Kirsten’s Cakery 410-431-5005 
541-C Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard,  
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.kirstenscakery.com

Ledo Pizza – Millersville  410-729-3333
8531 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.ledopizza.com/store/millersville

Ledo Pizza – Severna Park 410-544-3344 
552 E Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.ledopizza.com/store/severna-park

O’Loughlin’s Restaurant 410-349-0200
1258 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.oloughlinspub.com

Port Tack Ltd. Wine & Spirits 410-974-0800
1246 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.porttackltd.com

Severna Park Lanes 410-647-0811
840 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gobowlingsevernapark.com

Toby’s Dinner Theatre of Columbia 1-800-88-TOBYS 
5900 Symphony Woods Road , Columbia, MD 21044
www.tobysdinnertheatre.com

Health, Beauty & Fitness 

Baker Sisters Family Dental Care 410-768-7740
8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.bakersisters.com

Cranska, Dr. Jeffrey 410-975-9331
877 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 305, 
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.cranska.com

Emidio Vincenzo Escape Salon & Spa 410-647-6421
836 Ritchie Highway, Suite 15, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.evescape.com

ExpressCare – Urgent Care Centers 410-544-0571
153 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.whywaitintheer.com

GymGuyz of Severna Park 410-348-7925
www.gymguyz.com

Hearing Solutions Audiology Center 410-672-1244
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.hearsolutions.com

Heartlands 410-729-1600
715 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.heartlandsassistedliving.com

Kogen Dojo 410-507-8160
549 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.kogendojo.com

Park Mom Fitness 410-279-8910
www.parkmomfitness.com

Spring Arbor of Severna Park 410-544-7774
838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 3, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.springarborliving.com

Tough Love Salon 1-667-777-2566
356 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.toughlove.salon

Wright Orthodontics 410-544-0072
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203 , Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com

Retail 

Bulldog Bikes and Floats 410-544-6453
405 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.bulldogbikesandfloats.com

Franklin’s Toys 410-544-1844
558A Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.franklinstoystore.com

Houck’s Menswear 410-757-5500
1382 Cape St. Claire Road, Annapolis, MD 21409

Paper in the Park 410-544-8830
487 Ritchie Highway #104, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.mypaperinthepark.com

Park Plaza Merchant’s Association
550-582 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

Side Street Framers 410-544-9050
558 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.sidestreetframers.com

Stevens Battery Warehouse 410-544-2441
8220 Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.stevensbattery.com

Services

Arundel Federal 410-544-9600
50 W. McKinsey Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.arundelfederal.com

Bank of Glen Burnie 410-766-3300
www.bofgb.com

The David Orso Team 
of Compass Real Estate 443-372-7171

8 Evergreen Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.davidorso.com

Diggs Law 410-244-1189
8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 204, Millersville, MD 21108
www.diggslaw.com

Fellner Legal Services 443-906-0117
485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.flslawyer.com

Frame & Frame Attorneys at Law 410-255-0373
8562 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frameandframelaw.com

Gardiner & Appel 410-647-7777
570 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gardinerappelgroup.com

Homeland Title & Escrow, Ltd. 410-544-6700
811 Ritchie Highway, Suite 200, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.homelandtitleandescrow.com

Revere Bank 443-274-1020
8529 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.reverebank.com

Severna Park Automotive 410-647-8322
499 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparkautomotive.com
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Pre-Kindergarten 3 through Grade 12 
indiancreekschool.org

410-923-3660 – Pre-K 3 through Grade 8 
410-849-5151 – Grades 9-12

Russell R. DwyeR, Inc.
md Lic 63813 Quality Since 1957

8377B Jumpers Hole Rd., millersville, md 21108

Licensed & Insured, Backflow Certified

• Water Heaters  • Disposals  • Sump Pumps  • Gas & Oil Boilers
 • Sinks & Showers  • Frozen Lines  • Water Main Repairs

• Toilets  • Leaky Faucets & Pipes  • Clogged Drains & Sewer
• Low Water Pressure  • Big or Small Jobs

(410) 647-3030

Plumbing & Heating
Problems Fixed Fast

Residential • Commercial
Sales-Service-Installation-Repairs

Covering all Angles

Basement Finishing
Custom CaBinetry

Doors & trim
KitChens & Bathrooms

www.vertexcarpentry.com 
443.926.6657

Quality  workmanship at affordable prices for over 30 years
 EXTERIOR

Siding | Roofing | Windows 
Doors | Concrete | Repair

Additions | Porches and More! 

WJ Hegarty
“SKIP”

INTERIOR
Kitchens | Baths

Drywall | Painting | Plaster
Repair and More!

NO JOB TOO SMALL

ASK ABOUT OUR 
WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE

LICENSED – INSURED 410-721-0633
From our  family to your family for over 30 years

MHIC 
#9961

H O M e  I M Pr OV e M e N t S

FREE
Estimates

410-975-0090
www.RutzenEye.com

Premier
P l a n n i n g  G r o u p

Wealth Management

115 West Street, Suite 400, Annapolis, Maryland 21401
www.premierplanninggroup.com | 443.837.2532

Premier Planning Group is an independent firm with securities offered through Summit 
Brokerage Services, Inc., Member FINRA, SIPC. Jason LaBarge and Premier Planning 

Group, or any of its affiliates, do not represent the federal government, including the SSA.

mybwmc.org    410.787.4000

•	Unlimited	Monthly		
Wash	Club	Available

•	 2	Modern	Touch	Free	
Automatics

•	 5	Self	Service	Wash	Bays
•	 Family	owned	and	
operated	since	1985

•	Open	24	hours

2	Robinson	Road
Severna	Park,	MD
mightyspray@gmail.com
410-544-6868

We offer a variety of Leagues, Camps 
and Activities for kids thru adults! 

Book your Birthday Party now!

SportsCenter
BENFIELD

. 41 100

www.benfieldsc.com | 410-987-5100

Your Local 
“Go-To” Sportscenter

Brian M Conrad, CFP®
Financial Advisor

479 Jumpers Hole Rd Suite 202
Severna Park, MD 21146
410-544-8970

Member SIPC

Contact me today. 

Jim’s Body shop
410-647-1178

Family Owned & Operated for 45 Years

• All work guaranteed for as 
long as you own the vehicle

• FREE Estimates

• We accept all Insurance

247 Keedy’s Lane  |  Pasadena, MD
Owner - Jim Keedy  |  Fax 410-647-4231
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By Maya Pottiger

When Kathleen Plitt 
returned from 
winter break, 

there was a book on her 
desk titled “How to be a 
Mean Teacher (Without Re-
ally Trying!).”

It was written by two of 
her sixth-grade students, 
who dedicated it to her.

“I like Mrs. Plitt. She’s my 
favorite teacher that I have 
every day,” said Jeanine 
Rangel, who authored the 
book. “I thought it would 
be an interesting concept. 
Think like a teacher: how 
would I want to be mean?”

After she wrote the book, 
Jeanine turned to her 
friend Anna DuPont for 
illustrations.

“Sometimes I found it 
hard to draw the pictures 
because I just had to keep 
reading the book over and 
over again trying to decide, 
‘What am I going to draw 
for this page?’” Anna said. 
“I would read the pages and 
take the writing and put it 
into pictures. I would take 
another piece of paper and 
write what I could draw for 
each page.”

The idea was inspired by a 
worksheet Plitt distributed 
during one of her math 
classes. Her students were 
learning how to calculate 
percentages, and one exam-
ple was calculating the sales 
tax on a book called “How 
to be a Mean Teacher.”

“I’ve seen so many stories 
on the internet, and I’ve 

had a few mean teach-
ers,” Jeanine said. “I 
thought, ‘This should 
be easy.’”

Jeanine described 
the book as “sarcastic,” 

By Judy Tacyn

To say cancer affects everyone is an understatement. 
In the United States alone, the National Cancer 
Institute reported that more than 1.7 million new 

cases of cancer were diagnosed in 2018, and approximately 
610,000 Americans died of the disease. Worldwide, 9 mil-
lion people die every year from cancer. After losing her 
grandfather to cancer, Old Mill High School senior swim-
mer Mia D’Antoni looked for a way to raise money to help 
researchers slow or eradicate the disease.

Last year, D’Antoni approached her swim coach, Ellen 
Hays, about raising money for cancer research. Hays, who 

has connections with Swim Across America, liked the idea 
and the duo introduced the idea to the Old Mill team. This 
year, D’Antoni wanted to do even more.

After coordinating logistics with Clayton Kulp and 
Krissy Albright from the Anne Arundel County Public 
Schools Office of Athletics, and Cheryl Hickox, Swim 

Across America volunteer event director, and making a 
pitch to all 12 county high school swim coaches, AACPS 
Swims for a Cure was planned.

Annapolis, Arundel, Broadneck, Severna Park, South-
ern and South River high schools met on January 22 at 
the Arundel Olympic Swim Center in Annapolis; Chesa-
peake, Glen Burnie, Meade, Old Mill, North County and 
Northeast high schools met on January 15 at the North 
Arundel Aquatic Center in Glen Burnie. The events were 
part of the first Anne Arundel County Swims for a Cure. 
Craig Beardsley, a 1980 Olympian, attended the events to 
share his gold medals and offer swim clinics with the teen 
swimmers. The teams raised more than $17,000 over the 
two-day event.

“We as a school have a large net-

AACPS Swimmers Raise More Than $17K For Cancer Research

Above: Old Mill High School had its swim on January 15. Old Mill  
senior Mia D’Antoni conceived the idea for Swims for a Cure.Above and Right: SPHS swimmers enjoyed coming 

together for a common cause on January 22 at the Arundel 
Olympic Swim Center in Annapolis.
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Sixth-graders Jeanine Rangel and Anna DuPont wrote a 
book called “How to be a Mean Teacher,” which was inspired 
by a worksheet they did in Kathleen Plitt’s math class.

By Laura McElwain Colquhoun

Ethan Prigge is making 
a difference in the lives 
of homeless veterans in 

Baltimore while working to 
earn his Eagle Scout badge. 
The Severna Park High School 
junior chose to partner with 
The Baltimore Station, a thera-
peutic residential treatment 

program in Baltimore City 
that serves primarily veterans.

Two years ago, Prigge 
worked with The Baltimore 
Station during a confirmation 
class at Woods Memorial Pres-
byterian Church. He helped 
serve a meal to the residents, 
and because of that posi-
tive experience, he decided 
to return there to complete 

his Eagle Scout project. The 
project would entail serving a 
meal to all 90 residents, plus 
about 10 to 20 staff members 
and volunteers. In addition to 
the meal, Prigge also set a goal 
of providing sweatpants to all 
90 residents after learning of 
their desperate need for them.

To fund his projects, Prigge 
sent 300 letters to neighbors 
and family asking for mon-
etary donations, and he raised 
more than $3,200. Due to the 
large amount raised, Prigge 
was able to fund two dinners 
and purchase all 90 pairs of 
sweatpants, and he even had 
funds left over to make a 
cash donation to The Balti-
more Station.

He attributes his fundrais-
ing success to the nature of 
the project and the solid or-
ganizations involved. “People 
want to help veterans, an 
organization helping homeless 
people and the Boy Scouts,” he 
said. Prigge added that once 
people heard of his project, he 
also received many contri-
butions of clothes for the 
residents, though he did not 

Severna Park High School Junior 
Helps Homeless Veterans

In his efforts to earn his Eagle Scout status, Ethan 
Prigge fundraised, budgeted and prepared meals for the 
people staying at The Baltimore Station shelter.

My, my — how can 
you resist the 
sound of ABBA’s 

lively music, especially 
when “Mamma Mia!,” the 
hit musical inspired by the 
Swedish pop group’s hit 
songs, takes the stage at 
Broadneck High School the 
weekends of February 21-23 
and March 1-2, featuring 
the talents of nearly 50 
student singers, dancers 
and actors.

Set at a resort on a 
fictional Greek island, the 
story follows young bride 
Sophie and mom Donna 
over the course of 24 hours 
leading up to Sophie’s 
wedding. Behind Donna’s 
back, Sophie has invited 
three of her mom’s old 
boyfriends, any of whom 
might be her father. But the 
reunion doesn’t go exactly 
as planned, Donna real-
izes she still has a lot of 
feelings she hasn’t moved 
past, and Sophie’s wedding 
could potentially become 
a huge disaster if she can’t 
sort everything out quickly. 
The result is an equal parts 
hilarious and heartwarm-
ing story about fam-
ily, friendship and second 

chances at love.
Audiences are sure to 

have just as much fun 
revisiting all of ABBA’s 
greatest hits as the cast 
does performing them. 
“The great thing about this 
show is you can sit through 
a five-hour rehearsal and 
then get in the car and jam 
out to more ‘Mamma Mia’ 
songs on the drive home,” 
said Camille White, who 
plays Sophie.

The high-energy songs 
and dances have demanded 
endless time and energy 
from the students. “This 

show has a lot of music, 
which means a lot of lyrics 
and dances to learn,” said 
Katie Garrity, who plays 
Rosie, one of Donna’s 
friends. “But it’s all worth 
it because every time we 
nail a number or a scene 
flows really well, I just get 
more and more excited to 
get this show open for the 
public to see.”

The production is di-
rected by Dylan Roche, 
music directed by Andrew 
Lincoln, and choreographed 
by Katy Stratchko.

The cast includes Camille 

White, Claire Hatcher, 
Hope Gilbert, Katie Gar-
rity, Jack Leitess, Jack 
Kelly, Owen Hoggard, 
Jamie Fong, Mitch Ber-
eznay, Matthew Hagger-
ty, Madison Sokolowski, 
Noe Segree, Taliyah 
German, Sara McCoy, 
Mallory Snodgrass, 
Madi Anderson, Nellie 
Bowers, Jessica Brodt, 
Abigail Connick, Anna 
Feick, Jordan Fuhrman, 
Caitlin Gillespie, Ian 
Groat, Jordan Hakala, 
Evan Hilborn, Zoe Hines, 

Broadneck High School Set To Open 
“Mamma Mia” On February 21

The cast of Broadneck High School’s “Mamma Mia” has put in endless time and energy at 
rehearsal to tackle the high-energy musical numbers.
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SPHS Students Use 
Lunch To Build 

Greater Connections

By Dave Topp

Most high school 
students look 
forward to their 

lunch period. A break from 
books and teachers, plus a 
good meal, is welcomed by 
many. That is unless you’re 
new and you don’t know 
anyone; then lunch time can 
be worrisome.

Severna Park High School 
seniors Peyton Brack and 
Bailey Kinsey remember this 
feeling all too well, so they 
decided to do something.

“My freshman year, I was 
new to high school, I had no-
body to sit with. Everybody 
knew each other already 

from middle school [and] 
I had nobody to sit with,” 
said Brack.

As a part of the Signature 
Program and its Leader-
ship Institute, Brack and 
Kinsey created the SPHS 
Dines Together program, 
connecting students with 
other students during their 
lunch periods.

Based loosely around 
the “We Dine Together” 
movement out of Deerfield 
Beach, Florida, the program 
allowed Brack and Kinsey 
to make more students feel 
welcomed at school.

The project ran from Oc-
tober through the end of the 

As a part of the Severna Park High School Signature 
Program and its Leadership Institute, Peyton Brack and 
Bailey Kinsey created the SPHS Dines Together program, 
connecting students during their lunch periods.

How To Be The Meanest 
Teacher, Per MRMS 

Sixth-Graders
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By Madi Mason 
Student Intern

With the first semes-
ter of college behind 
them, Severna Park High 
School’s graduating class 
of 2018 has encountered 
everything from their 
first meal in a college 
cafeteria to their first 
week of finals. Whether 
they stayed in state or 
moved across the country, 
new faces and experiences 
were around every corner.

Despite being nervous 
about starting college, 
many freshmen walked 
away from their first 

semester ready to go 
back. Kelli Kazmarek, a 
freshman at La Salle Uni-
versity, had a great start 
to the year despite the 
workload being harder 
than predicted. “Even 
though I spent a lot of 
time on school work, I 
was more nervous about 
making friends at school. 
I was not expecting to be 
able to make new rela-
tionships so fast, but it 
ended up working out 
very well,” Kazmarek said 
after explaining the dif-
ficult workload.

Meg Young, a freshman 
at Towson University, 

also had an easier time 
meeting people than she 
had expected. “If I could 
go back in time, I would 
tell myself to stop worry-
ing about making friends 
because everyone is in 
the same boat as you are,” 
she said. “You can say hi 
to anyone and they won’t 
ignore you or turn away 
because they all want to 
make friends too.”

Every student’s expe-
rience with being away 
from home for the first 
time is unique but a com-
mon part of college life is 
missing home. University 
of Maryland freshman 
Tacy Surrett explained 
how she missed seeing 
the students and some 
teachers from SPHS. “I 
wish I could go back and 
pick people from Severna 
Park to bring along with 
me,” Surrett said. “As for 
home, I really missed my 
sister and my cats.”

Now that these fresh-
men are able to look back 
on their time at Severna 
Park High School, they 
offer advice to the soon 

to be graduating class of 
2019. Kazmarek believes 
it’s important to “focus 
on your time manage-
ment in high school so 
that it’s easier in college” 
and it’s always better to 
start assignments earlier 
than later instead of wait-
ing till the last minute.

Young said, “I know 
this sounds cliché, but 
I promise everything is 
going to work out in the 
end” and she wants the 
seniors of SPHS to re-
member not to stress over 
the little things.

Looking back on the 
highs and lows of the 
semester brought to light 
the best and worst parts 
of college for these fresh-
men. But as their nerves 
washed away, these fresh-
men were able to make 
the most of their first 
semester in college and 
familiarize themselves 
with their new home. The 
second semester of college 
looks bright for the class 
of 2018 and they head 
into the new year with 
excitement.

At Rutzen Eye Specialists, we know patients  
care about the right training, experience, and 
bedside manner. Dr. Rutzen and Dr. Hanna are 
fellowship-trained specialists with expertise in 
laser cataract surgery and LASIK.

Patients often tell us what a pleasant, 
professional, and satisfying experience they have 
with our doctors and staff. We are here for you.  
Call us today.

is in good hands.
Your eye surgery

LASER CATARACT SURGERY & LASIK
489 Ritchie Hwy  Severna Park    410-975-0090

www.RutzenEye.com 
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Patients often tell us what a pleasant, 
professional, and satisfying experience they have 
with our doctors and staff. We are here for you.  
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We’re always
cooking up Fun!

Our Recipe for a Great Neighborhood Toy Store: 
1. Add in the best toys we can find.
2. Mix them with a warm friendly atmosphere.
3. Stir in an enthusiastic knowledgeable staff.
4. Blend with support for kids and families in our community.
5. Sprinkle with exciting events and sales.

We love being your neighborhood toy store!

www.franklinstoystore.com

ANNAPOLIS
Festival at Riva 410.224.2411

SEVERNA PARK
Park Plaza 410.544.1844

Limited deLivery AreA

Docksiders Gymnastics

410-987-8780 | 216 Najoles Rd, Millersville, MD 21108

We offer classes for Boys and Girls 18 months and up! We also have Birthday Parties, 
Field Trips, Open Gyms, Tumbling for Cheerleaders, Girl Scouts/Boy Scouts and more!

Fall in Love 
with Docksiders 
Gymnastics

Session III
January 21st - 
March 30th 

Tons of Upside 
Down Fun for 
ALL ages!!!

Folger McKinsey Elemen-
tary is putting on “Rock 
Soup” as its annual school 
play from February 28 to 
March 3 at Woods Memo-
rial Presbyterian Church in 
Severna Park. “Rock Soup” 
is a comedic retelling of the 
folktale “Stone Soup” but 
with rock stars and an up-
dated village of suburban 
homeowners.

The play features a 

hilariously uptight 
homeowners associa-
tion board, groovy 
musicians, crazed 
fangirls, intense 
police chases and 
a great message of 
community.

The Fearsome Four 
comprises the prin-
cipal cast members. 
Kenny will be played 
by Fletcher Warner, 
Grace will be played 
by Liesel Weiss, Kate 
will be played by 
Meera Carey, and 
Rudy will be played 
by Gus Sticka.

The cast and crew 
of this original play is com-
posed of fourth- and fifth-
graders who will showcase 
their storytelling, singing 
and dancing skills.

“Rock Soup” will run 
February 28, March 1 and 
March 2 at 7:00pm, and 
March 3 at 2:00pm. Tickets 
are available starting Feb-
ruary 14, and they cost $10. 
To purchase tickets, visit 
www.showtix4u.com.

Folger McKinsey 
Announces School Play

SPHS Alumni Reflect On First Semester Of College

Are you a high school 
junior or senior interested 
in the field of journalism? 
The Severna Park Voice 
offers internships to stu-
dents who are avid learn-
ers and will be enrolled in 
a newspaper or journal-
ism class this semester.

Interns will have 
exciting opportunities to 
write articles, pitch story 
ideas, take photos and 
— best of all — see their 

bylines in an established 
publication!

To qualify, students 
must maintain a 2.5 or 
higher GPA and have the 
consent of parents and 
journalism teachers/ad-
visers. To apply, submit a 
resume, a letter of recom-
mendation from journal-
ism teacher/adviser and 
writing and/or photogra-
phy samples to spvnews@
severnaparkvoice.com

Calling All High School 
Journalism Students!



b8 February 6, 2019 Severna Park voice

work of alumni, parents, 
families and friends who 
are affected by or live with 
different issues. By bring-
ing attention to some of 
those and participating in 
fundraising and support 
events, we help foster a 
community that cares and 
lifts each other up,” said 
John Bachkosky, head 
swim coach at Severna Park 
High School. “Seeing a team 
(and county) that puts so 
much effort into an event 
like this one brings a lot 
of positive energy and is a 
great source of strength to 
those who struggle daily.”

Colin Dennis, a sopho-
more swimmer from 
Severna Park High School 

said, “AACPS Swims for 
a Cure brought all of the 
county swim teams togeth-
er to swim for a great cause. 
It was fun to hang out with 
other teams and do stuff 
like water aerobics, relays 
and jumping off the diving 
boards, all while raising 
money for cancer research 
and treatment.”

Chloe Wright, Severna 
Park’s senior team captain, 
said, “I think it’s super 
important for teams and 
schools to come together 
because it helps people 
with all of these different 
interests and personalities 
to work toward a common 
goal. You get all of these 
people who have never even 
talked to each other work-

ing together and it’s really 
incredible to watch.”

Bachkosky emphasized 
that the SPHS teens en-
joyed the relaxed fun day, 
which was a nice mental 
change of pace. “The swim-
mers enjoyed doing fun 
things with their friends 
from other teams as op-
posed to competing against 
them,” he said.

Wright concurs. “Spend-
ing time with my friends 
in a pool but not swim-
ming laps isn’t something 
that I get to do often,” said 
Wright, “and having fun 
with the coaches and other 
teams in the county is defi-
nitely not something that I 
will forget.”

D’Antoni and Wright 

will graduate this year, but 
the SPHS team is already 
looking forward to join-
ing forces against cancer 
next year.

“I am looking forward to 
next year’s event. I think 
it’s important that we 
show a unified front as a 
county for causes such as 
SAA,” said Bachkosky. “It 
shows great support and 
shows that there is more to 
sports than rivalries and 
competing. For some of my 
athletes who will go on to 
collegiate or professional 
sports one day will have a 
great example of using your 
platform to do good.”

Money raised will sup-
port research, preven-
tion and treatment at the 
Swim Across America lab 
at Johns Hopkins’ Sidney 
Kimmel Comprehensive 
Cancer Center.

The Annapolis Panthers 

were the top fundraising 
county swimmers having 
raised more than $7,319. 
The next AACPS Swims 
for a Cure is scheduled for 
January 2020.

Swim Across America 
first broke the water’s 
surface in 1987. Cur-
rently, Maryland and 25 
other states have organized 
swims. There are now 20 
open-water swims and 
100 pool swims, annually. 
Since its inception more 
than 30 years ago, Swim 
Across America has raised 
$100 million.

The next open pool swim 
is July 13 at the Ulmstead 
Swim club in Arnold. The 
next open open-water swim 
is September 15 at High 
Tide Farm on the Magothy 
River in Pasadena. For more 
information, find swims, to 
donate or volunteer, visit 
www.swimacrossamerica.org.

814 East College Parkway Annapolis, MD 21409 • HagueWaterofMD.com

APlumbing • Water Softening • Water Filtration

Is your water  
really safe?

Get A FREE Water 
Analysis.

(410) 881-3638

CALL TODAY – ESTIMATES ARE FREE! 
Build Now, Pay later, 12 Months Same as Cash

Based on credit approval, minimum payments apply. While offer lasts.

         Building Trust Since 1986!
    800 Route 3 South Gambrills, MD 21054

    www.midatlanticdeckandfence.com
    800.833.9310 | MHIC#25165 |Licensed  Insured  

32Celebrating 32 Years

MID-ATLAnTIC
DECk & FEnCE CO.

Associate Broker, CRS, GRI CRIS, GRI

Umstead estates – 4 BR Colonial – amazing CommUnity amenities

Go to www.JeanandChristine.com  for full photos and tour. $575,000

New HVAC 2017
Newer roof – 2014
Updated Kitchen 

Updated Master Bath
Generator 

Screened Porch
…and so much more

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective as of 12/12/18. Limited time offer and subject to change without notice. 
Not valid for brokerage deposits, institutional investors, public funds or in conjunction with other promotional offers. 
Minimum balance required to open and obtain the APY is $10,000.00. Rates assume principal and interest remain 
on deposit until maturity. Substantial penalty imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce the earnings on the 
account. Contact a BofGB representative for more details. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. 

®

Glen Burnie   |  Crownsville  |  Linthicum  |  New Cut |  Odenton  |  Riviera Beach  |  Severn  |  Severna Park

BofGB.com 
410-766-3300

2.20%
APY*

LIMITED TIME OFFER 

14-MONTH 
CD SPECIAL

$10,000.00
Minimum
 Opening 
Deposit

Call or
Visit 

a BofGB 
Branch

for Details

How To Be The Meanest Teacher
saying she prefers fiction writing because 
it’s more interesting. Plitt said Jeanine’s 
voice shines through the writing, and 
Anna’s pictures really capture the spirit 
of the book.

“My brother draws a lot, too. Sometimes 
we’ll challenge each other,” Anna said. “One 
of my parents will be talking about some-
thing, and I’ll be like, ‘I can draw that. [Let’s] 
draw this, and we’ll see which one’s better.’”

When she first read the book, Plitt said she 
laughed until tears rolled down her face.

“I was thrilled that they took the time to 
write it,” Plitt said. “I read it to every one of 
my classes.”

Jeanine and Anna said their classmates 
were worried the book gave Plitt some ideas.

“Here’s what I’m going to do,” Plitt said. 
“There’s 10 tips. I’m going to take two dice 
and roll them together, and whatever num-
ber is what mean thing I have to do that day.”

 »Continued from B6 Text 10 Steps To Be 
A Mean Teacher

As Told By Jeanine Rangel
And Anna DuPont
•	Your Attitude
•	Give Them (Extra)
Homework
•	Take Home Tests
•	Pop Quizzes
•	Collaborate with
Other Mean Teachers
•	Don’t Be Fun
•	Do NOT Reward
Your Students
•	Handling the Substitutes
•	(Optional)Your
Classroom
•	Be Yourself

AACPS Swimmers Raise More Than $17K For Cancer Research
 »Continued from B6

school semester in Decem-
ber. “We took our own spi-
noff of it and partnered with 
S2SP (Students to Severna 
Park club), who could men-
tor us through the process,” 
Kinsey said.

The Students to Severna 
Park club assists new stu-
dents, often from military 
families, in adjusting to life 
once enrolled at Severna 
Park High School.

“For that project I wanted 
to get rid of that feeling 
at our school, so I teamed 
up with the Students to 
Students program,” Brack 
said. “I remember feeling 
that. Not knowing anybody. 
Coming to Severna Park was 
a huge change.”

A table was reserved for 
Brack and Kinsey, along 
with seven Leadership 1 
students (a title often re-
served for students in their 
first year of the Signature 
Program and Leadership 
Institute), to invite students 
to join them and meet new 
people during lunch.

Along with the help from 
S2SP adviser Shira Levy and 
Leadership advisor Eliza-
beth Colon, students posted 
fliers throughout the school 
to encourage attendance 
during the different lunch 
breaks each day.

“We always just made it 
known that this table was 
here and that’s always an 
option,” Kinsey said. “We’ll 
always be here every lunch 

and it’s always an option for 
you to come and join.”

While the Leadership pro-
gram is over for Brack and 
Kinsey, each of the students 
expressed hope that the 
SPHS Dines Together pro-
gram will continue. S2SP will 
take the lead for now until 
future Leadership 3 students 
(seniors in their third year of 
the Leadership program) de-
cide they want to take over.

Brack and Kinsey ended 
the program with a pizza 
party to thank everyone 
who attended and helped 
throughout the project.

“It was kind of cool to see 
everyone blend together 
and see friendships be-
ing made in front of us,” 
added Kinsey.

SPHS Students Build Greater Connections
 »Continued from B6

Camille Jones, Peter 
Kandra, Madeline Lager, 
Christina Abella Machin, 
Ryley Montagne, Noah 
Nicholson, Nick Sade, 
Ben Novak, Kate Pass, 
Francis Peria, Georgia 
Pickard, Adler Pomme-
renn, Kailey Pritchard, 
Emily Shipley, Keely 
Sigley, Destiny Smith, 
Siobhan Sullivan, Mar-
got Titgemeyer, Hadlee 
Walker, Juliana Turner 
and Brooke Weilminster.

Performances are at 
7:00pm on February 21, 22 
and 23, and March 1 and 2, 
and at 2:00pm on February 
23. For tickets, visit www.
showtix4u.com/events/2240.

BHS Set 
To Open 

“Mamma 
Mia”

 »Continued from B6
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BULLDOG BIKES and FLOATS 

          

L A   

Equipment is Here!  
405 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
410-544-6453 www.bulldogbikesandfloats.com  

Need a STICK?                       Call us QUICK! 

Your Lacrosse Headquarters! Your ONLY LOCALLY OWNED place for Field Hockey and LAX Sticks & Equipment

405 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-544-6453 | www.bulldogbikesandfloats.com

Equipment is HERE!! Check us out today!

BULLDOG BIKES and FLOATS 

          

L A   

Equipment is Here!  
405 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
410-544-6453 www.bulldogbikesandfloats.com  

Need a STICK?                       Call us QUICK! 

Your Lacrosse Headquarters! 20% OFF
All Lacrosse
Equipment

Expires March 6, 2019

4 year old Pre School through Grade 8
410-647-2283  |  www.stjohnspschool.org

Severna Park, MD
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence2008

Academic Excellence in the
Catholic Tradition Since 1959

Faith  •  Family  •  academics

PreK Information Night - February 20th at 6:30pm
Kindergarten Information Night - February 13th at 6:30pm

Now Accepting Applications

VISIT INDIAN CREEK
UPPER SCHOOL 

(Grades 7-12)
Schedule a tour: 410.849.5151

LOWER SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
(Pre-K 3 - Grade 6) 

Wednesday, March 6, 9-11 a.m.

INDIAN CREEK STUDENTS
MAKE THE WORLD BETTER.

Indian Creek is a community that transforms children, 
from Pre-K 3 - Grade 12, into young adults who exhibit
 curiosity, optimism, perseverance, and a desire to 
have a positive impact on the world around them.

Learn 
how our 

FlexibleTuition 
Program can make
 an ICS education 

affordable for your 
family!

WELCOME WEDNESDAYS 
on both campuses from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

April 3, May 8

indiancreekschool.org

Each month, the Severna 
Park Voice poses a question 

to a local fifth-grade class. This 
month, students from Mrs. 
Merrill’s class at Severna Park 
Elementary School answered 
the question:

How do you show 
someone you 
love them?
By getting them flowers and 
marrying them.
Allison A.

By being kind to them.
Aqidut H.

You hug them when they 
need it most.
Beckett D.

By doing something nice for 
them or saying something 
nice to them.
Bella M.

By helping them when they 
need help.
Ben D.

By reminding them every 
day that you love them.
Carson G.

By not making them feel 
bad and making them feel 

good every day.
Charlie S.

By giving them flowers 
or chocolates to remind 
them that you’re think-
ing of them.
Clare H.

By getting them something 
they like.
Colin R.

Give them candy.
Connor R.

By caring for them, 
like helping them when 
they’re sick.
Dominic M.

By doing considerate things 
for them and being helpful, 

complimenting them and 
remembering special things 
in their life, like their birth-
day, anniversary, things like 
that. I also give lots of hugs.
Dylan T.

You say I love you!
Emerson A.

Telling them or letting them 
know that you love them.
Gavin T.

You shower them 
with kindness.
Izzy L.

You smile at them al-
ways because it makes 
people happy.
Jane H.

Hug them!
Joe D.

By being kind to them.
Julia D.

By showing kindness and 
caring for them.
Mackenzie G.

Give them hugs.
Maddie B.

Always give them a 
hug, whether they are 
sad or happy.
Maddy M.

By giving them a 
nice, warm hug.
Nicol C.

Give them flowers and hugs.
Renzo A.

You respect them.
Sol C.

You give them hugs 
and kisses and you be 
kind to them.
Teddy U.

Tell them how much you 
love them every day so they 
always know you are think-
ing of them.
Ms. Jamie

By being there for them in 
the good and the bad times 
and encouraging them 
no matter what to keep 
on plugging!
Mrs. Merrill

Mrs. Merrill’s fifth-grade class at Severna Park Elementary School answered the Voice’s question of the month for February.

Severna Park Elementary School

Question 
of the month

specifically ask for clothing 
donations.

Prigge made the first meal 
for The Baltimore Station 
residents on January 12. How-
ever, due to the snowstorm 
that day, he and his fellow 
scouts from Troop 450 could 
not serve and eat with the 
residents as planned. He had 
to leave the food at the center 
for them. The second meal will 
be in the spring, when Prigge 
will again prepare food for 100 
to 110 people, and his fellow 
scouts will help serve and be 
able to eat with the residents. 
Soon, he will also deliver the 
sweatpants, which he said 
have been ordered but have 
not yet arrived.

Prigge shared one of the 
biggest challenges was doing 
the work all on his own. He 
coordinated with The Balti-
more Station and completed 
all the fundraising, budget-
ing and meal preparations 
for the project. Pleased to be 
able to embark on this labor 
of love, though, Prigge said 
humbly, “It is rewarding to 
help serve veterans in their 
time of need.”

Prigge’s future plans include 
attending college either in 
New England or in Florida to 
pursue a degree in the field 
of biochemistry. He recently 
completed an internship 
involving the study of malaria, 
an experience that solidified 
his decision to work in a scien-
tific research field.

SPHS Junior 
Helps 

Homeless 
Veterans

 »Continued from B6

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

CAMP gUIDE
The Severna Park 

Voice will publish a 
camp guide for the 

March issue. This special 
edition will highlight 

summer camps in Anne 
Arundel County.
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Opera AACC To Showcase Its
Sophisticated “Sweeney Todd” Production

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

As the saying 
goes, “revenge 
is a dish best 

served cold” — advice 
that Victorian-era bar-

ber Sweeney Todd took literally as he followed 
a 15-year exile by going on a murderous ram-
page and having his victims baked into pies.

The grim tale has been told through Broad-
way and film, and sharing its adaptation of the 
musical on February 16-17 and February 23-24 
is Opera ACCC, which will take its act to the 
365-seat Robert Kauffman Theater in the Pas-
cal Center for Performing Arts.

Opera AACC founder Doug Byerly chose 
“Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street” because 2019 marks the 40th anniver-
sary of the Broadway production.

“It is about character and it has a compelling 
story,” said Byerly, who also portrays Sweeney 
Todd in the production. “As gruesome as it is, 
it truly at its bare bones looks at humanity and 
the sense of humanness of these characters.”

Bringing to life the story is a group of 
students, faculty members and professionals. 
Together, they work under the stage direction 
of Jerry Vess and music direction of Anna Bin-

Local Bands To 
Perform At Frozen 

Harbor Music Festival

By Alyson Kay

Ten stages, 150 musi-
cians, multiple 
genres — One Koast 

Entertainment is bring-
ing back its Frozen Harbor 

Music Festival to Balti-
more on February 22 and 
23, and Severna Park and 
Arnold musicians will be 
there to please the masses.

Haint Blue, a folk-pop 
band, will play at Mex Te-
quila Bar on February 23. 
The band’s current lineup 
has been together for three 
years and includes guitar-
ist Mike Cohn, keyboard-
ist Dave Sheir, mandolin 
player Nellie Sorenson, 
fiddle player Victoria Grier, 
standup bass player Mark 
Strother and drummer 
Alex White.

The band plays folk and 
bluegrass mostly because 
of the variety of expres-
sion that it allows.

“This was the most ac-
ceptable medium where I 
could truly and honestly 
say what I wanted and 
have a broad swath of 
expression,” Cohn said. “I 
can play something quiet 
and soft and beautiful and 
something big and loud 
and raucous.”

While each member has 
different tastes in music, 
they don’t feel that those 

Fast As Lightning consists of five kids ages 12 to 17. The band 
formed in August 2014 through a performance at School of Rock.

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

The comedians at Die 
Laughing Productions 
have performed murder 

mysteries on three conti-
nents, they have entertained 
U.S. troops, and now they’re 
taking on another task: time 
travel. Their ninth and newest 
murder mystery, “Hit Me 90’s 
One More Time,” will debut 

at Rams Head On Stage in 
Annapolis on February 27 
at 8:00pm.

The talented cast includes 
98 Rock morning show host 
Justin Schlegel and fellow 
comedians Tommy Sinbazo, 
Erik Woodworth, 
Rob Maher, 

Joe Robinson and Sean Gab-
bert. Like “Smooth Criminal” 
and the other Die Laughing 
Productions shows, “Hit Me 
90’s One More Time” will be 
one- third scripted, one-third 

improv and one-third 
audience participation.

“‘Smooth Criminal’ 
was more of a music 
vibe and this is more 
of a nostalgia vibe,” 
Maher said. “There 
is a music aspect, 
but there’s a lot 
of pop culture 
stuff with 
‘Pulp Fiction’ 
and ‘Forrest 
Gump.’ We 
thought 
technology 
was great, 
and 
there’s 
some 

humor in that.”
Robinson added, “Peo-

ple will remember ‘Friends,’ 
‘Saved by the Bell’ and the 
Macarena — just identifying 
with things from the decade.”

The interactive whodunit 
will place the audience at the 
scene of a radio station pro-

motional event while listeners 
vie for the hottest concert 
ticket of the year, Ace of Base. 
Some unlucky person will not 
just lose their religion but will 
also meet their fate.

How is this murder mys-
tery different from others? 
Robinson was intrigued by the 
concept after an experience he 
had five years ago while trying 
to book tickets for himself and 
his girlfriend, Katie Peusch, 
who is now his fiancée.

“I went to get tickets and it 
was sold out,” Robinson said. 
“I had to wait two months 
to see this murder mystery. 
It was horrible and people 
loved it.”

Robinson and Maher tapped 
into their network of success-
ful comedians to create Die 
Laughing Productions. Maher 

attributed the company’s 
success, in part, to knowing 
the cast and playing to their 
strengths, from Schlegel’s wit 
to Woodworth’s enthusiasm 
for strutting around in his 
underwear.

“Justin is great at just being 
in the moment and going 
off on tangents. Any organic 
moment with the crowd, he 
shines,” Maher said. “Erik is a 
great physical comedian who 
has no problem with undress. 
He is a good singer and dancer, 
and Tommy is a great singer. 
In this show, Tommy and Erik 
sing a cappella together. Sean 
is probably our most legiti-
mate actor. He plays the Zack 
Morris – the cool, confident, 
cocky kid in the show. Joe has 
a dry deadpan kind of humor.”

Murder Mystery To Hit The Stage At Rams Head With ‘90s Style

Die Laughing Productions performs nine murder 
mysteries including the newest ‘90s-themed event, 
which will debut at Rams Head On Stage February 27.

Gallery 564 To Showcase Art 
Inspired By The Chesapeake Bay

By Audrey Ruppert

Despite coming from 
a director (M. Night 
Shyamalan) known 

for either producing fantastic 
thrills (“The Sixth Sense”) or 
spectacular flops (“Avatar: 
The Last Airbender”), “Glass” 
seems to fall right in the 
middle; it’s an intriguing film 
that plays with our concep-
tion of superheroes and is well 
worth the watch, but it fails to 
completely convince, amaze or 
surprise us.

“Glass” is a crossover sequel 
between two previous films 

(“Unbreakable” and “Split”). 
It centers around three main 
figures: vigilante superhero 
David Dunn (Bruce Willis), 
who believes he has superhu-
man strength; Elijah Price 
(Samuel L. Jackson), who is 
intelligent but suffers from 
brittle bone disease; and 
the villainous but troubled 
“Horde,” (James McAvoy) a 
man with 23 distinct person-
alities, one of which is the 
murderous “Beast.” All three 
men have been incarcerated in 
a psychiatric institution, and 
are told by the resident doctor 
(Sarah Paulson) that they have 

psychological disorders and 
believe they are superhuman, 
when they are really not. If 
you have not seen the previ-
ous films, don’t despair; I had 
not either, and “Glass” can 
stand on its own, although 
the critic community seems to 
feel the sequel was a disap-
pointing conclusion to the 
prolonged and well-executed 
predecessors.

One of the most redeeming 
aspects of “Glass” is its prag-
matic interpretation of how 
superheroes would be received 
in real life. In most superhero 
films, it is just accepted that 
over-the-top super humans 
would prance around the city 
in spandex and fight equally 
over-the-top villains, that 
the community would accept 
this and look up to the heroes, 
that damage to private and 
public property would magi-
cally fix itself, and that police 
would accept vigilantism as a 
legitimate way to fight crime. 
The only notable films that 
have previously addressed the 
absurdity of this notion are 
“The Incredibles,” a children’s 
film, and “Hancock,” which 
was pretty terrible.

Characters in “Glass” 
have their sanity questioned 
and are told that there are 

By Jillian Amodio

The Chesapeake Art 
Show, a travelling 
art exhibit founded 

by Dave Murphy and Steve 
Bleinberger, is in its third year 
promoting the work of artists 
from the Annapolis and St. 
Michaels areas. The show will 
come to Gallery 564 in Severna 
Park from February 8 to 24.

The group began with 12 
to 14 members, and about 17 
artists currently contribute to 
its various shows and galler-
ies. Members aspire to portray 
the beauty and appeal of the 
Chesapeake Bay, which has a 
rich history and culture that 
is unique and intriguing to 
native Marylanders and tour-
ists alike.

Since its inception, the 
Chesapeake Art Show has 
held events in the Annapolis 
Maritime Museum, various 
churches, and even assisted 

living centers like Ginger Cove 
in Annapolis.

“We have experienced much 
success and enjoy putting on 
shows for those who like art 
and have an appreciation for 
the Chesapeake Bay,” said 
Murphy, whose work can be 
seen at www.chesapeakewater-
colors.com.

While all pieces included in 
the show must be bay related, 
this does not necessarily mean 
that all pieces depict the Ches-
apeake Bay. Pieces include 
scenes with native plants and 
animals, and area businesses, 
landmarks and pastimes.

Artists in the show choose 
to display their bay appre-
ciation through a variety of 
media, including oil, acrylic 
and watercolor paint, mixed 
media, ink, ribbon, pastels 
and folded paper.

Two of the featured artists 
are Katherine Carney and 
Brenda Larson. Carney lives 

on the Wye River and has 
resided in the Annapolis area 
for the majority of her adult 
life. “I am primarily a coastal 
artist,” said Carney “and 
pull much inspiration from 
the Chesapeake Bay region’s 
extraordinary beauty.” Carney 
said she never tires of paint-
ing coastal scenes, because 
the color palette options and 
ever-changing scenery offer 
a multitude of opportunities 
for creative outlet. Carney has 
three pieces featured in the 
show at Gallery 564 and more 
of her work can be found at 
her website, www.paintingsby-
katherinecarney.com.

Brenda Larson, exhibitions 
coordinator for the Chesa-
peake Art Show, is self-taught. 
After retiring 10 years ago, 
she began taking classes and 
workshops, and she regularly 
donates her art to various 
charities for auction. Those 

Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures

Although most of M. Night Shyamalan’s movies have some 
sort of twist, the payoff of “Glass” is not earth shattering.

Katherine Carney will feature “Annapolis City Dock” and other paintings in the show at Gallery 564.

 »Continued on B12
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Shyamalan Can’t Break Away 
From Mediocrity With “Glass”
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Visit our website to see our work! FrankandBills.com

CaR aCCiDent?
turn to Frank & Bill’s to take care 

of your auto repair needs!

410-544-2476 380 Jumpers Hole Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

Maryland State Department of Education approved
curriculum for Nursery School and Kindergarten

Nursery School - Child Care - Pre-K - Before & After Care - Summer 

Kindergarten Full Day (Early Admission Option)
Talented & Gifted Programs

Registering now for 
Summer and Fall.

Call to schedule a tour.

• Childcare Age 2
• Nursery School for Age 3

• Pre-K for Age 4
• Kindergarten for Age 5

• Before & After Care - Thru Age 7

Valentine’s Day will be 
here before you can say

“I Love You”...

Mercado And Associates
Jewelry Designers

504 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD 21146

410-647-7797
DESIGNER & MANUFACTURER 

OF FINE JEWELRY
ANTIQUES & ESTATES 

BOUGHT & SOLD

...Say I Love You 
with a beautiful diamond 

ring, pendant or 
pair of earrings from 

Mercado Jewelers.

charities include Ronald 
McDonald House and the 
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation. 
Larson’s subject matter is 
diverse but much of it pertains 
to the Chesapeake Bay. Every 
summer, she takes her boat 
out to enjoy the scenery and 
take photographs of osprey in 
their nests.

While the gallery shows are 

free and open to the public, 
all artwork displayed is avail-
able for purchase. To learn 
more about the show, the 
art and the featured artists, 
visit The Chesapeake Show 
on Facebook. While the show 
will run through February 
24, art lovers are encour-
aged to attend the opening 
and reception on February 8 
at 6:00pm.

Gallery 564
 »Continued from B10

By Mary Cobbler

In Pasadena, we tend to 
gravitate toward the same 
categories of food: crabs, 
burgers, buffalo chicken 
wings, crabs, the occasional 
Mexican or Italian dish, and 
did I mention crabs? At least 
that’s the case for me. So 
when I heard I was covering 
the menu at Bonchon, a new 
Korean restaurant in Pasa-
dena, I was a little intimidat-
ed. Would this be something 
I could handle? Something 
totally unfamiliar?

When I arrived at Bonchon 
— and especially once I tast-
ed the food — I realized that 
all of my fears were unfound-
ed. Now my only fear is that 
I won’t get another chance to 
eat Bonchon’s chicken wings 
again in the near future.

The restaurant has a chic 
Asian vibe, but it also has 
televisions playing show-

ing sports.
Upon the waitress’s recom-

mendation, we ordered a 
round of potstickers for the 
table to start us off. Potstick-
ers come in two flavors — 
spicy and garlic soy — and 
we chose to get a combina-
tion of the two. I’m a bit of a 
potsticker fan, but they are 
usually mushy or burnt when 
I make them at home. These 
were outstanding potstickers: 
lightly fried on the outside 
and filled with hot, soft veg-
gies and meat on the inside, 
then brushed with a flavorful 
signature sauce.

Most of the entrees were 
authentic Korean favorites. 
Bulgogi (a thinly sliced, 
marinated ribeye), bull dak 
(chicken stir fry), tteokbokki 
(rice cakes and fish cakes 
in spicy sauce and cheese), 
japchae (glass noodles with 
veggies and beef), and, of 
course, kimchi (a national 

Korean dish of cabbage and 
chili peppers) were some of 
the more exciting options 
on the menu.

I debated between the 
Korean tacos and the fried 
chicken combo, but after 
asking a few regular custom-
ers who were eating at the 
same time as us, it became 
clear that the chicken wings 
were the fan favorite. The 
customers insisted that I 
try the fried rice, too, as 
that was supposed to be a 
house specialty, so I ordered 
the rice alongside a combo 
of fried chicken wings and 
drumsticks.

The only negative aspect 
of our restaurant experience 
came with the timing of the 
delivery of our food. The 
potstickers actually arrived 
after our entrée even though 
we requested them as an 
appetizer. Half of our party’s 
entrees came out quickly, and 

the other four entrees came 
out 10 minutes later, so they 
just had to sit and watch 
us eat while they waited 
for their food. A couple of 
dishes were lukewarm when 
they should have been hot. 
These were just logistical 

issues we noticed in order-
ing, but it is important to 
note that the menu states the 
chicken wings need up to 30 
minutes to cook.

In terms of taste and 
quality of entrees, we were 
thrilled! The chicken wings 
are nothing short of incred-
ible. They were gigantic, full 
of meat, and fried in just the 
right amount of breading. 
Some chicken wings have 
lots of mushy, oily breading, 
and others have virtually no 
breading, just sauce. These 
wings were everything that 

wings should be! The bread-
ing was crispy and exploding 
with flavor (we again chose 
the combination of half 
spicy, half soy garlic). The 
drumsticks were even tastier 
in my opinion, although the 
dishes were similar. Bonchon 
doesn’t mess around with 
spice — if you order it spicy, 
you will breathe fire!

The chicken wings offered 
plenty of food to fill us up, 
but I was glad we ordered 
the rice to get a different 
flavor dimension. We chose 
the seafood fried rice, but 

we could have chosen plain, 
chicken, bulgogi, or kimchi 
bacon as well. The rice was 
savory. Shrimp, scallops, 
soft bell peppers, scrambled 
egg, and scallions trans-
formed the dish into a rain-
bow of colors and flavors.

Mochi ice cream is the 
only dessert offered at Bon-
chon, although it comes in 
a variety of flavors, includ-
ing vanilla chocolate chip, 
strawberry, chocolate, and 
green tea. You can choose 
three flavors. If you’ve never 
tried mochi, you’re in for 
an experience. Mochi is a 
gel-like, sweet rice patty, 
filled with ice cream and 
drizzled with syrup (at this 
location). It was certainly a 
pretty dish, and the mochi is 
different from most desserts 
in that it is creamy but not 
overly sweet, a nice comple-
ment to the spiced, savory 
foods enjoyed the rest of 
the evening.

Maybe you’re hesitant to 
try Korean food as I was. 
Take my advice — don’t 
wait! Try Bonchon this 
week and add some exciting 
food to your usual week-
night lineup!

Dining Out
Bonchon Has Exciting, Flavorful Options

Photo by Mary Cobbler

The chicken wings were gigantic, full of meat, and fried 
in just the right amount of breading. 
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Protecting Families for 30 years

Call today for an appointment! 
8684 Veterans Highway · Suite 204 · 

Millersville, Maryland 21108
Email: info@diggslaw.com

O: 410-244-1189 F: 443-543-6360 
Website: www.diggslaw.com

• Your lawyer and 
neighbor providing 
legal expertise for 

all your family law,  
estate planning and 

accident needs.

Individual and Business tax planning and return preparation
Bookkeeping and payroll services available

Please call us for an appointment
410-544-3303

Keith M. Manning, CPA/PFS
Mark H. Kamins, CPA/PFS

645 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Suite 218, Severna Park, MD  21146
www.kandmcpa.com

LIGHTHOUSE FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC
Investments and Insurance

Do you have a 401K to rollover?
Do you have questions regarding annuities?

Are you interested in a review of your investments?

         Please call us for an appointment

410-544-3303
Keith M. Manning
Mark H. Kamins

645 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Suite 218, Severna Park, MD  21146
www.lfsllc.com

SECURITIES AND INVESTMENT ADVISORY SERVICES THROUGH H. BECK, INC., 
Member FINRA, SIPC. Keith M. Manning and Mark H. Kamins are Registered 

Representatives of H. Beck, Inc., which is unaffiliated with Lighthouse Financial Services, LLC
H. Beck, Inc. does not provide accounting/tax services. Accounting and tax services are available 

through Kamins and Manning, P.C., which is unaffiliated with H. Beck, Inc.

Let Me Entertain You!

JANUARY 17 -  MARCH 17 

OPENING MARCH 21  

410-730-8311 TobysDinnerTheatre.com
Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.  •  Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

march 2 -10

artists influence their 
music much.

“We have really varied 
musical tastes,” said Cohn. 

“I’m not sure if they neces-
sarily influence us. Some 
of us do listen to bluegrass 
and folk, but others have 
really eclectic tastes.”

Haint Blue will mostly 
play music from its upcom-
ing album, “Overgrown,” 
which includes 11 new songs 
along with a single called 
“Bear the Burden,” which 
was released in December 
2018. The song is about 
Cohn’s struggle with drug 
addiction and losing a 
friendship after leaving the 
fundamentalist religion 
that he grew up in. Like 
“Bear the Burden,” the rest 
of the record serves as a 
reflection for Cohn. The full 
album will be available on 
February 15.

“The idea of the last 
album was a memoir of 10 

years,” Cohn said.
The band also released 

a music video for another 
song from “Overgrown” 
called “Another Year” on 
February 1.

Another folk band play-
ing at Mex Tequila on 
February 23 is Leo & Cyg-
nus, whose members met 
at a music theory class at 
Anne Arundel Community 
College. Originally called 
Daniel and the Lions, the 
group changed its name 
after realizing that many 
bands shared that title. 
The bandmates picked Leo 
& Cygnus because of its 
ties to constellations.

“We love the idea of stars 
and constellations as a 
whole, and it’s a great rep-
resentation of our music 
since it’s ethereal and mys-
terious in a beautiful way,” 
said Chris Au, the band’s 
bassist and synth player.

Leo & Cygnus is Au, 
keyboardist and vocal-
ist Nicole Blickenstaff, 
drummer Kelsey Price, 
and guitarist and vocalist 
Daniel Alvarez.

The band likes to take 
pieces from other music 
and incorporate it into 
their music, like complex 
harmonies and textures 
of bands such as Snarky 
Puppy and the vocal 
harmony of bands like My 
Brightest Diamond.

At the Frozen Harbor 
Music Festival, the band 
will play mostly from the 
new album “Sagittarii,” 
which was released in De-
cember 2018 and includes 
five new songs. Their songs 
are mostly about differ-
ent viewpoints of failed 
relationships.

Another local band, Fast 
as Lightning, will perform 
on February 23 at Rams 
Head Live! The band con-
sists of five kids ages 12 to 
17. The members are lead vo-

calist Katie Hall, bassist Ja-
cob Spitzer, drummer Jack 
Peery, keyboardist Trystan 
Martin and lead guitarist 
Jackson Anderson.

At the festival, Fast As 
Lightning will play covers 
of rock songs such as Aero-
smith’s “Dream On” as well 
as original music includ-
ing “Koko,” which is about 
Anderson’s feelings about 
cat-sitting for Martin.

Fast as Lightning formed 
in August 2014 through a 
performance at School of 
Rock. Along with lessons 
at School of Rock, the mu-
sicians have a mentor, Ben 
Grant, who rehearses with 
them and goes to most of 
their shows.

Like the songs that they 
play, the band’s influences 
include a variety of genres, 
from heavy metal and rock 
bands — like Slipknot and 
Porcupine Tree — to classi-
cal piano artists.

“There’s just a lot of 
artists that that are really 
good and you just want to 
be like them,” said Hall.

Fast As Lightning has 
played at the Frozen Har-
bor Music Festival before. 
“It’s a good crowd,” Ander-
son said. “They always get 
into the music.”

Haint Blue plays folk and bluegrass mostly because of the variety of expression that those music genres allow.

February is Guest Appreciation Month!

836 Ritchie Highway, Suite 15
Severna Park, Maryland 21146 

410.647.6421 | www.evescape.com

Follow us:    @emidiovincenzoescape for more details

Local Bands To Perform At Frozen Harbor Music Festival

 »Continued from B10
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715 Benfield Road • Severna Park, MD 21146
410-729-1600

www.heartlandsassistedliving.com
Pet

Friendly

What value 
do you place on
peace of mind?

When a loved one can no longer live alone, peace of mind for
family members is priceless. Knowing that the staff is specially
trained and that a nurse is on-site 24 hours a day can help put
your mind at ease. This is just what you’ll find at HeartLands at
Severna Park. You will also take comfort in our assisted living
residence, which is specifically designed with the senior in mind. 

Unique features of our community include:
• A casual, comfortable home-like atmosphere
• 13 different floor plans to choose from
• A 24-hour, on-site nurse
• Three delicious, home cooked meals served

restaurant-style daily
• Specially trained staff
• Month to month rental community
• Wonderful activities calendar
• Respite stays available 

Now is the perfect opportunity to see the difference that
HeartLands can make. Call us at 410-729-1600 for a tour.
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715 Benfield Road • Severna Park, MD 21146
410-729-1600

www.heartlandsassistedliving.com
Pet

Friendly

What value 
do you place on
peace of mind?

When a loved one can no longer live alone, peace of mind for
family members is priceless. Knowing that the staff is specially
trained and that a nurse is on-site 24 hours a day can help put
your mind at ease. This is just what you’ll find at HeartLands at
Severna Park. You will also take comfort in our assisted living
residence, which is specifically designed with the senior in mind. 

Unique features of our community include:
• A casual, comfortable home-like atmosphere
• 13 different floor plans to choose from
• A 24-hour, on-site nurse
• Three delicious, home cooked meals served

restaurant-style daily
• Specially trained staff
• Month to month rental community
• Wonderful activities calendar
• Respite stays available 

Now is the perfect opportunity to see the difference that
HeartLands can make. Call us at 410-729-1600 for a tour.

Your Future Awaits 

*Annual Percentage Yield effective 1/28/2019. $25,000 minimum balance to open and earn interest.  A penalty for early 
withdrawal on Certificate of Deposit Accounts may be applied, however maintenance or  activity fees are not routinely applied 
to these accounts. If such a fee is applied it will reduce the earnings on the account. Interest rates subject to change at any 
time. Consult your tax advisor for advice on IRA rules and regulations.  

3.00%APY* 

60 Month IRA  
$25,000 Minimum Balance 

ArundelFederal.com 

Save now! 
Play later! 

neweg to adapt the original 
material: the book by Hugh 
Wheeler and the music and 
lyrics by Stephen Sondheim.

Byerly called Sweeney 
Todd the hardest sing-
ing role he has ever had to 
learn, because Sondheim is 
“rhythmically and harmoni-
cally complex.”

“I’ve sung Verdi, I’ve sung 
Mozart, I‘ve sung Puccini, 
and the harmonic language 
of Stephen Sondheim is like 
Bernstein, it’s like Vaughan 
Williams or Rutter; it has 
this contemporary, mod-
ern harmony, but then 
also you get these gorgeous 
melodies and this rhythmi-
cally challenging stuff, and 
there’s words.”

Byerly said that for this 
staged concert of “Sweeney 
Todd,” he wanted Vess, 
a non-operatic director. 
“Jerry’s sensibility at telling 
stories is paramount to 
attracting new audiences to 
sophisticated music theater 
and opera,” Byerly said.

As the music director and 
conductor of both the AACC 
Symphony Orchestra and 
the Londontowne Symphony 
Orchestra in Annapolis, Bin-
neweg brings to the show 
“conducting and musical 
direction at the highest pro-
fessional expectation and 
level,” Byerly added.

Agreeing that the music 
is complex, Vess said the 
singers will often look at one 
another with astonishment 
during rehearsals.

“The singers say, ‘This 
song wants to go that way, 
but I want to go this way,’” 
he said. “Sondheim zigs 
and zags in different ways 
than a traditional music 
writer would.”

Byerly is paired with a tal-
ented cast. Broadneck High 
graduate Kristina Tardif 
Banks plays Mrs. Lovett.

“Eight years ago, she was 
singing Yum-Yum in ‘The 
Mikado’ onstage,” Byerly 
said. “So to go from sign-
ing Yum-Yum in Gilbert 
and Sullivan to now Mrs. 
Lovett … she is onstage and 
singing probably more than 
Sweeney does.”

Judge Turpin is played 
by AACC English professor 
and playwright Greg Jones, 
whom Byerly called “an 
amazing example to all the 

students in the cast.”
Byerly also praised Ashley 

Gladden, a marketing 
strategist for Anne Arundel 
Medical Center who received 
opera training at Florida 
State University.

“She has one of those 
young soprano voices 
that is absolutely perfect 
for the role of Johanna,” 
Byerly said.

Cast as a male character is 
Emily Sergo as Signor Pirelli. 
“Emily Sergo is one of the 
best comic actresses that 
I know,” Byerly said, “and 
she’s a legitimate coloratura 

soprano singing a tenor role 
that we have slightly modi-
fied, but she rips it up the 
character of Signor Pirelli.”

Rounding out the cast are 
Tania Bindhoff as the Beggar 
Woman, Trevor Greenfield 
as Anthony, and students 
Tory Van Dine as Beadle and 
Devin Van Dine as Tobias. 
Altogether, the cast and 
crew is comprised of eight 
principal actors, 22 members 
of the AACC Concert Choir, 
23 musicians from the AACC 
Symphony Orchestra and off-
stage volunteers for a total of 
more than 60 people.

“We’ve got the old, we’ve 
got the young and everybody 
in between, so it’s real varied 
cast and I’m seeing growth 
from all the younger actors,” 
Vess said.

Because of the production’s 
adult themes, the recom-
mended audience age is high 
school and older. For tickets, 
call 410-777-2457 or email 
boxoffice@aacc.edu. All per-
formances during the two-
weekend run are at 2:00pm.

Audiences will enjoy themes 
that are as relevant today as 
they were 40 years ago.

“You’ve got injustice, you’ve 
got greed and love, you’ve 
got revenge – and they get all 
woven in,” Vess said.

The Growing 
Opera Program

“Sweeney Todd: The 
Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street” is the latest 
achievement from Opera 
AACC, which Doug Byerly 
founded in 2002. He 
said that over the last 
17 years, AACC is one of 
only three community 
colleges in the nation to 

have a continuously run-
ning opera company in 
residence.

“Anne Arundel Commu-
nity College has supported 
the arts and performing 
arts more so than a lot of 
other community colleges,” 
Byerly said.

The program has 
developed the talents of 
students who have become 

teachers, doctors, lawyers 
and, of course, singers.

“We have company 
alumni singing at The 
[Metropolitan Opera], 
singing with the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago, singing 
in Europe, so it’s kind of 
amazing to see over the 
last 17 years where our 
company alumni have 
ended up.”

Annie Award winner Anna 
Binneweg will conduct 
“Sweeney Todd.”

The crowd will also be 
treated to songs from Weird 
Al’s catalog, a hobby Sinbazo 
and Woodworth shared while 
entertaining troops overseas.

“It just helped to pass the 
time on long bus rides or 
long hikes across the various 
bases,” Sinbazo said. “We were 
just having fun with it and 
then it was Rob who said, ‘No, 
people need to hear this.’”

People attending the ‘90s 
show won’t just hear music 
and laugh at gags, but some 
will have speaking lines. Each 
show has about 10 audience 
roles, spread out so that more 
groups have a rooting inter-
est. Robinson explained that 
he and Peusch “eye-ball the 
crowd” to assign parts.

“A role where someone is 
playing Erik’s father, we want 
to pick someone who couldn’t 
be his father. Whatever will 

lend itself to the comedy,” 
Robinson said.

Maher said, “When some-
one in the audience is doing 
their lines, if they do it well, 
it’s good, and if they do it 
poorly, it’s funny as well.”

Die Laughing Productions 
will celebrate Valentine’s Day 
with “The Newly Dead Game” 
at Magooby’s Joke House in 
Timonium on February 14 at 
8:00pm. The cast will return 
to Anne Arundel County for 
“Back to the 80s” at Crofton 
Country Club on March 2 at 
8:00pm. Details are at www.
dielaughingproductions.com.

Rams Head On Stage is 
located at 33 West Street in 
Annapolis. For tickets to “Hit 
Me 90’s One More Time,” visit 
www.ramsheadonstage.com.

“Feel free to show up and 
wear some 90s-related gear: 
your favorite Nirvana shirt or 
baggy jeans,” Maher said.

perfectly rational, scientific 
explanations for their sup-
posed “superpowers.” In real-
ity, if someone claimed to be 
a superhero, they would likely 
be sent to a psychiatric ward. 
Dunn’s vigilante heroism is 
not well received and he is 
wanted by the FBI. Ultimately, 
it is clear that the powers that 
be have no interest in super-
heroes or villains, and will do 
whatever it takes to suppress 
them (and more importantly, 
suppress their potential to 
damage property).

Instead of wondering if 
there would be a twist, I 
found myself wondering what 
the twist would be. Almost 
all Shyamalan films feature 
twists, and it was somewhat 

unsettling sitting in anticipa-
tion for a trick - however, the 
payoff is not as earth-shatter-
ing as I had hoped.

There are definite funny 
moments, especially from the 
“Horde” (more specifically, 
from his “Patricia” person-
ality). Even if the film isn’t 
Oscar-worthy, McAvoy’s 
performance certainly is - he 
manages to switch seamlessly 
between all 23 of his char-
acters, who all vary in age, 
gender and accent without 
flinching.

While it may be a some-
what disappointing end to a 
long-winded trilogy, “Glass” 
will still entertain, keep you 
guessing, and provoke some 
thought, making it well worth 
the watch.

Opera AACC To Showcase “Sweeney Todd” ProductionMurder Mystery

Mediocre “Glass”
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