
By Maya Pottiger

Get ready to party 
with the Greater 
Severna Park and 

Arnold Chamber of Com-
merce, as well as roughly 30 
local businesses.

The seventh annual Shop 
Local Fun Fiesta will be held 
at Park Plaza on Satur-
day, May 4, from 11:00am 

to 3:00pm.
“The idea is to get them in 

front of the community and 
raise their visibility,” said 
chamber CEO Liz League. 
“It’s just a fun four hours 
of bringing the community 
together to celebrate small 
businesses.”

Some of the businesses 
in attendance include Park 
Tavern, Mathnasium, 

Servpro, Bulldog Bikes & 
Floats, Severna Park Com-
munity Center, Mosquito 
Squad, Franklin’s Toys, Park 
Mom Fitness, Chick-fil-A, 
Lisa’s Cakepops, Honey 
Baked Ham and many more.

“Every exhibitor is going 
to have something at their 
table, just ways to engage 
the people coming through,” 
League said.

In addition to the exhibi-
tors, there will be a vari-
ety of entertainment and 
demonstrations. Annapolis 
radio station WNAV will 
broadcast live from the 
Fun Fiesta.

The festivities also include 
a DJ, musical performances, 
bowling, fast-pitch, pedal 
cars, face painting and a 

photo booth. Attendees 
can also look forward to 
K-9, karate and tai chi 
demonstrations.

As part of the “fiesta” 
theme to honor Cinco de 
Mayo, Mexican restaurants 
will offer free samples of 
their food, and Mi Pueblo II 

will have margarita samples.
The four Gold sponsors 

of the event — SERVPRO, 
Jing Ying Institute of Kung 
Fu & Tai Chi, Repke Fitness 
and Kogen Dojo — each get 
to present a charity of their 
choosing with an over-
sized check.

“It’s a visible way to 
remind the community that 
our businesses are very 
philanthropic, and they sup-
port organizations in our 
community,” League said.

Both Servpro and 
Jing Ying chose to do-
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By Dylan Roche

Suicide High. It’s a 
disturbing nickname, 
but it’s how some 

students and parents have 
heard Severna Park High 
School described by their 
friends or acquaintances 
who live elsewhere in 
Anne Arundel County.

It shouldn’t be surpris-
ing. Severna Park has 
seen nearly 20 suicides in 

as many years, and 
according to a study 
by the Anne Arundel 
County Department 
of Health, there were 
76 suicide attempts 
by youth ages 10-
24 in Severna Park 
between the years 
of 2012 and 2016, a 
sidebar over the 60 
attempts between 
2008 and 2012.

To show students they are valued, a grassroots group of parents organized an event they dubbed “One Severna Park” in early 
March, when hundreds of parents lined Benfield Road and Robinson Road with signs bearing messages of affirmation.

It took our staff sev-
eral days to tally all 
the votes and come up 

with the list of winners for 
this year’s Best of Severna 
Park survey.

To be eligible, each busi-
ness must have a commer-
cial address within Severna 
Park, Arnold or Millers-
ville, and a nominee had to 
receive at least five votes to 
qualify. We had only a few 
categories that didn’t re-
ceive enough votes, and we 
are listing both the winner 
and the runner-up in each 
qualifying category.

So without further ado...
the envelope, please!

The Winners For 
The 2019 “Best Of 

Severna Park” Are…

Chamber Of Commerce To Host Annual Shop Local Fun Fiesta

By Maya Pottiger

Severna Park leaders 
gathered at Chartwell 
Golf & Country 

Club for the annual AS-
PIRE Leadership Dinner 
on March 27.

This year, seven commu-
nity members were honored 
with Leadership Awards, 

and three groups were hon-
ored with Heritage Awards.

“The recipients of these 
awards often demonstrate 
leadership and a dedica-
tion to community service,” 
said Sandy Spadaro, presi-
dent of the Association for 
Severna Park Improvement, 
Renewal and Enhancement 
(ASPIRE). “But what sets 

these awards apart is that 
their efforts have noticeably 
improved Severna Park.”

Leadership Awards

Ann Brennan 
Burgers & Bands for 
Suicide Prevention

Ann Brennan is an 
Anne Arundel County 

entrepreneur with a pas-
sion for ending suicide. 
Five years ago while in a 
fight to save her child’s life 
from depression, Brennan 
started raising funds for 
the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention. Her 
family wanted to bring the 
fight into their community, 

Leaders Honored At Annual ASPIRE Awards

This year’s annual ASPIRE Leadership Dinner honored 12 community members for their dedication to improving Severna Park.

SPCC Gala Recognizes 
The Marstons For 
Lifetime Of Giving

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

Growing up during the 
Great Depression, fu-
ture husband and wife 

Lee and Sylvia Marston each 
learned two things: the value 
of a dollar and the importance 
of giving back.

“A full man’s wage was $1 
a day and he worked from 
7:00am to 5:30pm with a half-
hour off for lunch,” said Lee, a 
preacher’s son who grew up in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains of 
Virginia. “You gave 10 percent 
of your income to church and 5 

percent you saved.”
Sylvia, a native of North 

Carolina, doesn’t remember 
much about the Great Depres-
sion, but she does recall the 
sacrifices people made.

“We were rationed on but-
ter, rationed on gas,” Sylvia 
said. “We didn’t suffer.”

Those childhoods offered 
glimpses into the struggles of 
their fellow humans, plant-
ing a seed of philanthropy for 
Lee and Sylvia Marston, who 
will be honored at this year’s 
annual Severna Park Commu-
nity Center fundraising gala 

In response to Severna Park’s ongoing 
suicide problem, our team at the Severna 
Park Voice wants to stimulate a productive 
and supportive conversation. We know 
that this issue brings much sadness, an-
ger, fear and frustration for many fami-
lies. Our hope is that our coverage can 
help people overcome this pain and come 
together as a community in working to-
ward finding a solution. If you feedback, 
input or further insight into this issue, 
please email dylan@severnaparkvoice.com.

 »Continued on A6

 »Continued on A11

 »Continued on A12

 »Continued on A8

Students, Parents Push For Culture Shift 
To End Severna Park’s Suicide Problem

Photo by Judy Tacyn

“How many 
people 
have to kill 
themselves 
for us to 
care?”

 — Parker Cross 
SPHS Junior
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By Maya Pottiger

For the last 11 years, Jen-
nie Merrill has been a staple 
of Severna Park Elementary 
School’s variety show.

This year, the PTA volun-
teers running the show are 
entirely new.

“Jennie is my rock through 
this process of producing a 
large show with 150 kids for 
the first time,” said Shan-
non Pearson, executive 
producer of the show this 
year. “Just knowing that she 
was on board again this year 
and excited to work with 
new producers meant the 
world to me.”

Merrill — along with her 
“merry band of past stu-
dents” — essentially serves 
as the entire tech crew for 
the variety show. She arrang-
es the acts to help the flow of 
the show and has notes for 
each one: which stage lights 
need to be on, how many 
microphones, when and how 
far the curtain opens.

“You have to know the 
inside job of it,” Merrill 
said. “It’s all about organiz-

ing it and making sure it 
flows nicely.”

Merrill has been with 
the variety show for 11 of 
its 13 years.

“Producing the show is a 
very daunting and time-con-
suming process, and know-
ing that she has everything 
under control backstage 
takes a load of stress off of 
my shoulders,” Pearson said.

Merrill keeps coming back 
to the variety show because 
it provides students an out-
let to be themselves.

“There’s this opportunity 
where they can show there’s 
another part of them that 
nobody knows about,” Mer-
rill said. “I want people to 
see it and be a part of it and 
enjoy it as much as I do.”

However, Merrill is 
involved in much more than 
the variety show. At SPES, 
Merrill helps organize a vari-
ety of events, including Read 
Across America, the annual 
science fair, Math Night and 
STEM Night. Merrill is also 
responsible for coordinat-
ing with Severna Park High 
School student interns.

“I don’t want to let things 
die,” Merrill said. “I want 
[students] to get the whole 
experience.”

Outside of school, Merrill 
is active with the Annapo-
lis Striders and her son’s 
travel baseball team. Over 
the years, Merrill and her 
mom have volunteered with 
a variety of the Striders’ 
races. With her son’s baseball 
team, Merrill serves as the 
scorekeeper.

“I don’t volunteer or do 
things because I need [the 
recognition],” Merrill said. “I 
do it because I really want to 
help. If I see something that 
needs to be done, usually 
I jump in.”

Merrill attributes this to 
her mom, who modeled this 
to Merrill as a child. Now, 
Merrill’s mom calls her a 
“hidden force.” Recently, the 
two teamed up for a volun-
teer effort: fixing the burst 
pipes under her grandfa-
ther’s house.

“My mom and I were down 
there the whole month of 
February,” Merrill said. “We 
started a GoFundMe, raised 
some money for him so he 
could replace his pipes and 
his hot water heater.”

Merrill said volunteering 
is showing your heart to 
somebody else and giving 
them a part of you, letting 
you be a light in their life.

“Everybody needs to 
give something back in the 
world,” Merrill said. “You 
don’t hear about the good 
things as much, but if you 
can be a part of the good 
things, it’s a better situation 
for everybody.”

Jennie Merrill received her Volunteer of the Month award 
from Voice staff reporter Maya Pottiger.

Margueritte Mills
Volunteer 
Of The Month

Jennie Merrill Is A “Hidden Force” 
In The Severna Park Community

I would be lying if I 
said that this past month 
has been an easy one 
for Severna Park. Even 
though we’re a newspaper 
that prides itself on cover-
ing the good news, it can 
often be hard to do that 
when we have a tragedy or 
loss that affects so much 
of the community.

Instead of turning a 
blind eye to “bad” news, 
our goal is to focus on 
unifying the commu-
nity and help facilitate 
a conversation that can 
create change. We serve 
our readers by recogniz-
ing the good news and 
in these times, provid-
ing a forum to discuss 
issues as they arise in our 
community. Whether the 
issue is tragic or contro-
versial, our mission is the 
same. We want to bring 
the community together 
and provide everyone 
with the information and 
insight we all need to 
preserve and make a posi-
tive change.

I’m not saying that the 
Severna Park Voice holds 
all the answers. Far from 
it, I’m afraid. But I know 
that we can serve as a 
center of conversation so 
that our community can 
move past this. Maybe — 
just maybe — if we are 
brave, compassionate, re-
silient and strong enough 
to keep this conversa-
tion going, we can find 

a solution.
For those of you who 

are struggling, I urge 
you to reach out to 
someone. You can reach 
Anne Arundel County 
Crisis Response System’s 
warmline by calling 410-
768-5522, and there are 
other resources listed on 
page A11. If there’s one 
thing I’ve learned from 
all the conversations I’ve 
had this month, it’s that 
people really do care and 
help is available.

As we keep our sights 
set forward on solving 
this problem, I don’t want 
us to lose sight of all the 
good that our community 
has. As always, our team 
at the Voice has spent 
the last month covering 
stories around town about 
volunteers, students, 
athletes, artists, business 
owners and many others 
who are working hard to 
make the world a better 
place. We have details on 
Easter events and other 
fun activities for the kids. 
And we have photos of 
some great moments 
that happened over the 
past month.

Remember, if you have 
news tips, suggestions 
or feedback on anything 
included in this edition, 
don’t hesitate to reach out 
to me at dylan@sever-
naparkvoice.com. I like 
to remember, especially 
at times when we’re all 
hurting, that we as a com-
munity are united and in 
this together.

Until next time, 
Severna Park. Let’s all 
take care of one another.

Dylan Roche
Editor
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Per lane for all this fun.
Over $99 value! Limited to available lanes.

2 hours, shoe rentals, large cheese pizza, pitcher of soda for up
to 6 people per lane for one value-bowl price.

Valid at Annapolis Bowl, Greenway Bowl & Severna Park Lanes 
through 05/01/2019 When lanes are available.  Not redeem-

able during “Galaxy Bowl.” Can not be combined withany other 
offer. Limit one coupon per visit per group, per day. SPV

Greenway Bowl
10 Pin

8246 Telegraph Rd. 
Odenton, MD

410-551-7100
GoBowlingOdenton.com

S
ev

er
na Park Lanes

“Come join the FUN!”

Severna Park Lanes
Duck Pin & 10 Pin
840 Ritchie Hwy

Severna Park, MD
410-647-0811

GoBowlingSevernaPark.com

annapolis Bowl
10 Pin

2057 General’s Hwy 
Annapolis, MD

410-266-0700
GoBowlingAnnapolis.com

Celebrate Your Birthday with us. 
Reserve a Party Today!

Fun Short Season Summer Programs Now Forming
all ages and abilities Welcomed!! Call Today!

Severna Park lost a beloved icon in March with the passing of Kenny Elgert, 
commonly known around town as the No. 1 fan of the Severna Park High School 
Falcons. An alumnus of SPHS, an employee of Giant Food, and a Special Olympics 
bowler and softball player, Elgert was often seen around Severna Park High, where 
he was an ardent supporter of the sports teams and drama department, and at 
Earleigh Heights Volunteer Fire Company, where he loved to be part of the annual 
carnival and Santa runs. Elgert will be inducted into the Severna Park High School 
Athletics Hall of Fame at halftime of the boys varsity lacrosse game against 
Annapolis on Friday, April 5. The game and ceremony are open to the public.

Severna Park Bids  
Farewell To Kenny Elgert

By Sharon Mager

As Easter draws near, 
kids and the young-at-heart 
will be on the lookout for 
the Easter Bunny. Families 
will find him popping up at 
Easter egg hunts, in malls 
and at parks, churches and 
community events.

Though his calendar is 
full, this is just a sampling 
of the many events the Eas-
ter Bunny plans to attend. 
How he can be in so many 
places at once is beyond us, 
but we’re guessing it has 
something to do with magic.

He’ll stop at Earleigh 
Heights Volunteer Fire 
Company (161 Ritchie 
Highway in Severna Park) 
on April 7 for lunch. Bring 
your camera and join the 
fun. For more details, visit 
www.ehvfc.org.

The Easter Bunny will 
mingle with guests at 
Kinder Farm Park (1001 
Kinder Farm Park Road 
in Millersville) during the 
annual Friends of Kinder 
Park-sponsored Easter egg 
hunt from 10:00am to noon 
on April 8 at the Black Oak 
Pavilion. The cost is $5 per 
participant. To register, visit 
www.kinderfarmpark.org.

Lake Shore Volunteer 
Fire Company invites the 
community to enjoy lunch 
with the Easter Bunny at 
the fire hall, located at 4408 
Mountain Road in Pasade-
na, from 11:00am to 2:00pm 
on April 13. The free event 
includes crafts, games, fire 
engine tours and fire safety 
demonstrations. For more 
information, visit www.
lsvfc.org.

On April 14, the “was-
cally” rabbit is going to 
need extra energy. He’ll be 

at Glory Days Grill (7939 
Ritchie Highway in Glen 
Burnie) for a brunch with 
the Easter Bunny from 
8:00am to 11:00am. Each 
child will receive a gift.

Later in the day, from 
noon to 3:00pm on April 
14, there will be bunny 
sightings at Homestead 
Gardens (522 Richie High-
way in Severna Park) in the 
greenhouse among the flow-
ers. If you missed photos 
at brunch, this is a great 
opportunity. While you’re 
at Homestead, you can also 
check out all the new spring 
merchandise. For more in-
formation about the Easter 
Bunny at Homestead Gar-
dens in Severna Park and in 
Davidsonville, go to www.
homesteadgardens.com.

The Severna Park Com-
munity Center (SPCC), 
located at 623 Baltimore 
Annapolis Boulevard, is 
putting a different spin on 
an Easter egg hunt and visit 
with the Easter Bunny — 
it’s adding a swim. The Eas-
ter Bunny will stop by the 
SPCC’s Easter Splash from 
6:30pm to 7:30pm on April 
19. Kids can enjoy a swim in 
the therapy pool and then 
hunt for eggs. Tickets are 
$8. For more information 
and to register, visit www.
spcommunitycenter.org.

Compass Pointe 
Golf Course (9010 Fort 
Smallwood Road in Pasa-
dena) will host its annual 
breakfast with the bunny 
starting at 9:30am on 
April 14. The cost is $14 for 
adults, $8 for kids ages 4 to 
12, and free for those 3 and 
under. Enjoy traditional 
breakfast foods followed 
by an Easter egg hunt and a 
visit from the bunny him-

self. Visit www.compasspoin-
tegolf.com for details.

Don’t forget, you can also 
drop in to see Peter Rabbit 
from 10:00am to 6:00pm 
through April 19 at Marley 
Station Mall (7900 Ritchie 
Highway in Glen Burnie). 
Kids of all ages can visit 
with the bunny and pur-
chase photos.

Please note that details may 
change at each location and 
based on the weather. Those 
planning to attend should visit 
the website to confirm details.

Easter Bunny Is Hopping On The Trail
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AMBITION, REVERED
When Revere is your business bank, you are Revered.
Strengthened by a partner who is always committed. 
Supported by our belief in the ambition that drives you.
Inspired to go as far as your dreams will take you.
Let’s see your vision. Let’s make it happen.

443.274.1020
reverebank.com

Severna Park Gateway  |  8529 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108

MEMBER FDIC

Protecting Families for 30 years

Call today for an appointment! 
8684 Veterans Highway · Suite 204 · 

Millersville, Maryland 21108
Email: info@diggslaw.com

O: 410-244-1189 F: 443-543-6360 
Website: www.diggslaw.com

• Your lawyer and 
neighbor providing 
legal expertise for 

all your family law,  
estate planning and 

accident needs.

Photos by Stephanie Mennell Photography

For Rock ‘N’ Roll Revival XXX in early March, Severna Park High School opted to choose artists inducted into the Rock ‘N’ Roll 
Hall of Fame. Among the musical giants were Bon Jovi, Elton John, Cream, Blondie, The Supremes, Queen and many more. To see 
more photos from the hit show, visit our photo gallery at www.severnaparkvoice.com.

30th Rock ‘N’ Roll Revival Brings Out The Biggest Stars
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One Stop Shopping: Countertop 
Fabircation, Installation and Cabinets

Call US for free 
estimate today!

410-216-3448
www.arkadiasurfaces.com

Arkadia Surfaces
1981 Moreland Pkwy 
Building 4A, Bay 2
Annapolis, MD 21401

1981 Moreland Pkwy, Building 4A, Bay 2, Annapolis, MD 21401  |  410-216-3448 1981 Moreland Pkwy, Building 4A, Bay 2, Annapolis, MD 21401  |  410-216-3448

$250 off
any countertop purchase

45% off
custom cabinets
Offer valid with countertop purchase and for certain cabinet lines. 
Cannot be combined with other offers/discounts. Offer expires 05/01/2019.

Cannot be combined with other offers/discounts. Offer expires 05/01/2019.

410-969-0100 
www.navbr.com

8074 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108

We’ve upgraded for 
your pet’s comfort. 
New spacious, private K-9 cabins 
provide a safe, warm, and cozy space 
to stay while you’re away. We’ve added 
artificial grass to 3 more play yards for 
daycare pets to enjoy a clean, fun area 
to play with their best friends.

Come In For A Tour And 
Inspect Our Facility

Check out www.navbr.com 
for more information, 
vaccine requirements, or 
to schedule appointments.

Physical examination required. Valid 
with coupon only. Not valid with other 
offers or prior services. One coupon 
per customer. Expires May 1, 2019.

Come in for a tour or call and we will 
explain the whole process. Valid with 
coupon only. Not valid with other of-
fers or prior services. One coupon per 
customer. Expires May 1, 2019.

Call for vaccine requirements. Valid
with coupon only. Not valid with other
offers or prior services. One coupon 
per customer. Expires May 1, 2019.

Veterinary
30% off
all vaccines

Daycare
30% off
evaluation fee

Boarding
20% off
new K-9 cabin 
boarding stay

Call for vaccine requirements. Valid
with coupon only. Not valid with other
offers or prior services. One coupon 
per customer. Expires May 1, 2019.

Boarding
10% off
indoor/outdoor 
runs

which has a high suicide 
rate. In 2017, Brennan cre-
ated Burgers and Bands 
for Suicide Prevention and 
has since raised more than 
$60,000 for the AFSP and 
mental health programs in 
local schools. Brennan was 
nominated by the Greater 
Severna Park and Arnold 
Chamber of Commerce.

Randy Bruns 
Magothy River 
Association

Randy Bruns volunteered 
to oversee the stormwater 
committee for the Magothy 
River Association to moni-
tor construction sites for 
stormwater protective 
compliance. A detailed ap-
proach was adopted using 
the county website to re-
search new grading permits, 
and an Excel spreadsheet 
was created to keep track 
of findings. Under Bruns’ 
leadership, the stormwater 
committee has grown sub-
stantially since those early 
days, including the addition 
and invaluable support of 
John Peacock, former chief 
of inspections.

Linda Curry 
Greater Severna 
Park Council

Linda Curry heads the 
GSPC Airport Noise Com-
mittee. As a member of the 
BWI Roundtable, she has 
been working to get the Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion, airport and airlines to 
understand the destructive 
effect of the FAA’s NextGen 
program, which has pro-
duced an increase in noise 
and residue in Severna Park. 
During construction of the 
new high school, Curry also 
successfully led the effort 

to require AACPS to place 
an 8-foot fence between her 
community and the high 
school property, and to re-
place trees removed during 
the construction process.

Alden Gross 
Severna Park Kiwanis

Alden Gross has been 
in the Kiwanis family for 
more than 20 years. He is 
currently the treasurer for 
the Severna Park club, and 
has served as treasurer in 
other Kiwanis clubs, Circle 
K and the Key Club since 
1996. Gross’ favorite part of 
Kiwanis is the work of the 
service projects, because he 
gets to interact with local 
residents. He helps to orga-
nize park and stream clean-
ups, apple sales and project 
Linus blanket making.

Diana Pechous 
Partners In Care

Since joining PIC in 2017, 
Pechous has offered her 
time and talents to support 
Member Care Services. She 
contributes a keen ability 
to listen, empathize and 
to problem-solve, identify-
ing critical resources that 
support the quality of life 
and independence of older 
adults in the PIC commu-
nity, bringing patience, 
organization and a desire 
to be helpful. Since 2009, 
Pechous has served as a 
Stephen Minister at Harun-
dale Presbyterian Church. 
She plays a key role in plan-
ning continuing education, 
delivers one-on-one Chris-
tian care and serves on the 
outreach committee.

Bob Royer 
Berrywood 
Community 
Association

Since 1979, Bob Royer has 
remained an active volun-
teer and advocate for the 
greater Severna Park and 
Berrywood communities. 
He has served on countless 
neighborhood boards and 
committees, and recently 
helped to write a successful 
grant that earned Berry-
wood almost $1 million in 
state and county money to 
restore Cattail Creek. Royer 
remains a volunteer for Cat-
tail Caucus, Woods Church, 
the Severna Park Communi-
ty Center and the Magothy 
River Association. He has 
testified before the Board of 
Appeals, helping to protect 
the larger community from 
overdevelopment.

Celine Wachter 
Severna Park Elks 
Lodge 2482

Celine Wachter has been a 
member of the Severna Park 
Elks Lodge 2482 for seven 
years. She served the Elks 
Lodge as Tiler and Esquire, 
and is currently the Lectur-
ing Knight. In addition, she 
chairs the Americanism 
Committee and is chairper-
son for the 50 Christmas 
and Easter food baskets that 
are distributed to needy 
families. In 2014-2015, she 
was named Officer of the 
Year in the lodge. Recently, 
she was elected Exalted 
Ruler of the Elks Lodge 2482 
for 2019-2020.

Heritage Awards

ACAN – Asbury 
Church Assistance 
Network

Led by Executive Direc-
tor Janet Pack, ACAN helps 
reduce food insecurity 
and increase the access to 
healthy, fresh and nutri-

tious foods for both adults 
and children. The pantry is 
open Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, but volunteers 
work every day.

ACAN provides an aver-
age of 1,000 meals per 
month to people in need in 
and around Severna Park. 
In addition, ACAN delivers 
food to nearly 100 home-
less people at BWI Airport. 
ACAN provides food to a va-
riety of places in the county, 
such as Rita’s House, Light-
house, the Stanton Center, 
Hope House, Chrysalis 
House and Senior Housing 
in Glen Burnie. At Thanks-
giving and Christmas, 
meals are provided to an 
average of 300.

Families can request 
assistance once a year for 
help with court-ordered 
evictions and utility turn-
off notices. These funds 
are sent directly to the 
landlord, Baltimore Gas 
& Electric, or the county. 
More donations are needed 
because the requests are 
greater than the funds 
available.

Lieutenant Wilbur 
L. Wells, Maryland 
State Police

Lieutenant Wilbur L. 
Wells spent 34 years as a 
state trooper. For 18 years, 
he was assigned to the An-
napolis Barrack, an area 
of over 90 miles including 
Severna Park. Wells took 
great pride in Severna Park 
and seemed to be always 
on the job trying to keep 
the community safe. After 
dark on his way home, he 
checked behind buildings, 
always watching businesses, 
and even escorted the own-
ers to after-hours “night 
bank deposits.”

Wells was a Blue and 
Gold officer for the United 
States Naval Academy and 
made history for having 10 
students from one school, 
Severna Park High School, 
get appointments in one 
year. Wilbur and his wife, 
Betty Winkelmeyer Wells, 
set up the Parent and Spon-
sor Program for the U.S. 
Naval Academy, a program 
that has been successful 
and is still running today. 
He also assisted in plan-
ning efficient methods for 
emptying the stadium after 
football games.

He passed away on 
March 3, 2018.

The Cisco Center
Founded in 2008 by Cisco 

(Francis) Nochera and his 
wife, Carla, the Cisco Center 
started as a two-week sum-
mer camp that turned into 
a full-year business. Its mis-
sion is to provide positive 
learning experiences for 
young children with special 
needs and their families. 
They assist toddlers, pre-
schoolers and older children 
who have autism, develop-
mental disabilities, speech/
language disorders and 
learning disabilities.

Cisco Nochero has been 
a special education pre-
school teacher for 41 years 
and was also director of 
Camp Greentop, a residen-
tial camp for children and 
adults with special needs, 
for 22 years. He has re-
ceived many awards for his 
teaching and his work with 
autism and other special 
needs. Carla Nochera has 
been a speech and language 
pathologist for 36 years. 
She retired from AACPS in 
2011 and is now at the Cisco 
Center full time.

Severna Park And Arnold Leaders Honored At Annual ASPIRE Awards
 »Continued from A1

Rotary 
Introduces 

Special 
Fishing Derby

Remember when kids made 
simple fishing rods out of 
tree limbs and walked to the 
nearest creek, sat down on 
the bank and tried to catch 
fish? Those days were fun 
and exciting, especially when 
you caught a fish with your 
makeshift rod. Pasadena has 
many nice streams, making 
fishing popular sport for all 
types of kids.

On June 8 from 7:30am to 
11:30am at Downs Park, the 
Pasadena Sportfishing Group 
is collaborating with the Lake 
Shore-Severna Park Rotary 
Club to hold a fishing derby for 
children with special needs. 
Both organizations want to 
take advantage of the beauti-
ful setting at the Downs Park 
pier and bring a fishing event 
to those kids, ages 4 through 
16. Parents and friends will 
enjoy the summer weather 
and do something their special 
needs child may not have done 
before: fish!

Volunteers will assist kids 
with getting worms on their 
hooks and share tips on how 
to cast and pull in the fish. The 
Pasadena Sportfishing Group 
will stock the waters around 
the pier with fish in advance. 
The goal of the event is for the 
special needs children to enjoy 
the experience and maybe 
catch a fish!

Read the full story at www.
severnaparkvoice.com.

Cheryl Queen
Lake Shore-Severna 

Park Rotary
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$500 OFF
COmplete shingle 
ROOF ReplaCement

(min. 1500 sf roof. expires 05/01/19)

Cunningham Contracting, Inc. specializes in Roofing, 
Exteriors, and Remodeling Contracting. We are fully licensed, 
insured and provide guarantees on all our work. We have 
over 25 years of experience and have serviced thousands of 
satisfied clients in the Maryland area.

Roofing | General Contracting | Residential-Commercial

Mark Cunningham, Owner

Call Today   410-721-8757 Licensed & Insured
MHIC#87171

Now offeriNg 
multiple 

home 
improvemeNt 

fiNaNce 
optioNs!

Visit our website or call today to request a 
free no obligation estimate.

www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

This is part of a series of 
local celebrity success stories 
about people who were either 
raised in Severna Park or 
Arnold, or people who moved 
to the area and continued to 
achieve lofty goals. Other 
stories featured “Wheel of 
Fortune” host Pat Sajak and 
CBS News correspondent 
Tony Dokoupil.

Jamie Bragg doesn’t like 
to boast. If he did, he’d have 
plenty to brag about as a 
former University of Mary-
land football player who 
later joined another team, 
Under Armour, and helped 
bring it to global relevance 
under the leadership of CEO 
Kevin Plank.

Bragg attributes that 
success, and most of his 
accomplishments, to hard 
work and positive attitude, 
two traits instilled in him by 
his mom and grandmother.

“I was lucky to have a 
great mother and grand-
mother,” Bragg said. “I had 
to rake leaves and cut grass. 
And I couldn’t play until my 
chores were done.”

He grew up in the Man-
hattan Beach community, 
spending much of his free 
time fishing and crabbing 
on the Magothy River. As 
he aged, sports captured his 
attention.

“I forged my mom’s 
signature to play football,” 
Bragg said with a laugh. “She 
thought it was too danger-
ous. When she found out, I 
was lucky she let me do it.”

While Bragg was lucky his 
mom allowed him to play 
football, his opponents were 
not as fortunate.

“When I put him in at 
defensive end, he was an 
impact player right away,” 
said Andy Borland, who 
coached football at Severna 
Park High School from 
1973 to 1997. “He was tough 
to handle.”

Bragg also enjoyed base-
ball and basketball, but at 
235 pounds, the All-County 
defensive end knew football 
was his best chance to play 
college athletics. The Univer-
sity of Maryland recruited 
him to play outside line-
backer. Then the 17-year-old 
Severna Park High School 
graduate had a growth 
spurt. At 6-foot-1-inches, 
270-pounds, Bragg played 
nose guard at the University 
of Maryland for two years 
until the school changed 
coaches and the new staff 
moved him to center.

Bragg earned praise for 
his versatility and was a 
team captain his senior year. 
After a two-year stint play-
ing arena football and after 
a long-term substitute gig 
teaching algebra at Meade 
High School, Bragg moved to 
the next phase of his life as 
a sales rep for GE Lighting.

One day, he stopped to see 
a former teammate, Kevin 

Plank, and jokingly told 
him to call if any positions 
became available within 
Plank’s new start-up busi-
ness. That enterprise, Under 
Armour, made moisture-
wicking T-shirts designed to 
keep athletes cool, dry and 
light in sweltering condi-
tions. A few weeks later, the 
call came from Plank.

“His pitch to me was, ‘I 
can pay you $30,000 a year, 
take away your company car 
and your benefits, but I can 
give you the opportunity to 
turn something small into 
something big,’” Bragg said.

Bragg was hired to do 
sales in 1999, but from 
his first day on the job, he 
worked in the warehouse do-
ing everything from cutting 
fabric to picking orders.

“We were learning things 
from the ground up, and we 
learned to never make the 
same mistake twice,” Bragg 
said. “You had to have a 
tremendous amount of work 
ethic. There were days where 
we could pay ourselves or 
use the money to run an ad 
in ESPN The Magazine. You 
have to put your personal 
needs aside sometimes.”

Under Armour ascended 
the chain of sports ap-
parel, trailing only Nike 
and Adidas consistently in 
sportswear brand sales in 
the United States. By 2010, 
the company surpassed $1 
billion in annual revenue.

“You have to believe in the 
product,” Bragg said. “People 
say you can’t be bigger than 
Nike or Adidas, but you have 
to worry about what you 
can control.”

Under Armour gained 
prominence with endorse-
ments from superstar ath-
letes: New England Patriots 
quarterback Tom Brady, 

Golden State Warriors point 
guard Steph Curry, profes-
sional golfer Jordan Spieth 
and others.

As the brand grew, Bragg 
got “burnt out” in supply 
chain — traveling, sourcing 
and planning. Plank offered 
Bragg a new role that fit his 
passion: vice president of 
team sports.

“When you see Under Ar-
mour on Severna Park High 
School uniforms, that’s my 
group,” Bragg said.

The role has also brought 
him closer to his commu-
nity. In 2016, Bragg and his 
wife, Helena, a three-time 
national champion lacrosse 
player and one-time na-
tional champion assistant 
coach at the University of 
Maryland, were honorees 

at the annual Severna Park 
Community Center gala. 
The Braggs often would 
often take their children — 
daughter Theresa, now 14, 
and twins, Folger McKinsey 
students Koby and Maria 
— to the community center, 
and Helena served on 
the gala committee mul-
tiple times.

“I was very honored to be 
able to support the center,” 
Bragg said. “We wanted to 
inject some youth into SPCC 
to let people know what a 
gem our community has, 
and it’s not just Severna 
Park. It serves people from 
Annapolis, Glen Burnie and 
all over the county.”

Since 2016, Bragg has 
served on the board of direc-
tors alongside Borland, who 

has been on the board since 
1998. “He came from humble 
beginnings and he knows 
how to give back,” Borland 
said of Bragg.

While he doesn’t boast 
about his success, Bragg 
does have advice for anyone 
who will listen. Attitude 
and effort can take you 
far in life. Believe in what 
you’re doing.

Those are the philosophies 
he adheres to nearly 20 years 
after joining Under Armour.

“I understood the basis 
of the product and the need 
for it, and it got me around 
sport,” Bragg said. “Being 
able to see your product on 
‘Monday Night Football’ or 
see someone wearing it at 
the gym, I’ve been part of a 
great American story.”

Golden Achievers: Under Armour’s Jamie Bragg

Photo by Colin Murphy

As vice president of team sports for Under Armour, Jamie Bragg works with groups like the 
Severna Park High School football team to outfit young athletes.
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on April 13 at Chartwell Golf & 
Country Club.

The evening will feature 
live music from The Shatners, 
dinner, drinks, a silent and 
live auction, and a tribute to 
the Linstead couple, which 
has made a big impact on 
Severna Park and the sur-
rounding area.

That influence can be traced 
back about 50 years, shortly 
after Lee and Sylvia met on 
a blind date in 1960 while 
watching the Virginia football 
team play Navy. The two mar-
ried in 1961, lived briefly in 
Baltimore County and then 
bought the family property 
where Lee had spent part of 
his childhood with his grand-
parents fishing and crabbing 
on the Severn River.

Lee had worked out west 
as a salesman for Armstrong 

Flooring before rejoining J.J. 
Haines in 1960. But upon 
Lee’s return to Anne Arundel 
County, the Severn was not 
the same river he remem-
bered. It was muddy. Under-
water grasses were sparse and 
the river appeared to be void 
of blue crabs.

Lee became the first trea-
surer of the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation in the 1960s and 
eventually recruited newspa-
per publisher Philip Merrill 
to join the board. Nearly 70 
years later, as an emeritus 
board member, Lee is most 
proud of “the fact that we’re 
starting to save the bay. A 
lot of people thought we 
couldn’t do it.”

Meanwhile, Lee and Sylvia 
raised four children, never 
losing sight of their values and 
passion for volunteering.

A physical education 
teacher, Sylvia coached Green 
Hornets squads in soccer, 
basketball, lacrosse and field 
hockey. She also organized 
food for Habitat for Humanity.

For the last 10 years, Sylvia 
has worked with Serving 
People Across Neighborhoods 
(SPAN) as an interviewer.

“People come in and we 
determine if they would be 
eligible for money they need 
for turnoff notices or evic-
tion,” Sylvia said. “I felt like I 
needed another volunteer job. 
Habitat became computerized 

and they didn’t need volun-
teers as much.”

Lee is a former commission-
er of Troop 855 at St. Martin’s-
in-the-Field Episcopal Church, 
which was built on land 
donated by his grandmother 
in 1954. He was appointed to 
the board of trustees of Anne 
Arundel Health System Inc. 
in the ‘90s, and he was part of 
a fundraising committee to 
replace the old Anne Arundel 
Medical Center.

“The hospital was burst-
ing,” Lee said. “You see 
[the old building] now and 
wonder, ‘How was that ever a 
hospital?’”

Lee also teamed with Skip 
Carr and Nancy Pascal to get 
a pool built at the Severna 
Park YMCA, which is now 
the Severna Park Commu-
nity Center.

The Marstons have seven 
grandkids, and they expect 
many of their family members 
to be in attendance during 
the gala. While both of them 
look forward to an evening 
with family and friends, they 
have mixed feelings about the 
honor. Giving back was always 
just something they were 
taught to do.

“It’s humbling, Sylvia said. 
“I don’t like being in the 
spotlight.”

Lee said, “We always figured 
other people deserved it more 
than we did.”

Looking for a church? coME Join uS!

Roman Catholic Church • Severna Park, MD

our Purpose: To form disciples of  Jesus christ who joyfully live out the gospel!

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday:
5:15 PM  REJOICE 
Music Ensemble  

Sunday:
7:30 AM Spoken Mass
9:15 AM Contemporary 
11:00 AM Traditional Choir
2:30 PM (3rd Sundays) Filipino Mass
5:15 PM EXALT Praise Group

410-647-4884 | www.stjohnsp.org 
689 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, Maryland 21146
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Childcare is now available 
during the 9:15 AM, 11 AM 

and 5:15 PM Sunday Masses

Come Celebrate Easter with Us!
Stations of the Cross

Friday, April 5
•	 2 PM and 6:15 PM Traditional

Friday, April 12
•	 2 PM Traditional 
•	 7 PM Meditative Stations with Music

Monday, April 15
•	 1:15 PM & 2 PM 8th Grade 

 Living Stations
Good Friday, April 19 

•	 12 PM Children’s Stations 
•	 3 PM Traditional

Palm Sunday, April 14
•	 Regular Mass Schedule
•	 3:45 PM Confessions

Monday, April 15
•	 9 AM Confessions

Tuesday, April 16 & Wednesday, April 17
•	 9 AM and 6:30 PM Confessions

Holy Thursday, April 18
•	 8:30 AM Morning Prayer
•	 9 AM Confessions
•	 7 PM Evening Mass of 

the Lord’s Supper

•	 8:30 PM Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament (PAC)

•	 10:45 PM Night Prayer (PAC)
Good Friday, April 19
•	 8:30 AM Morning Prayer
•	 9 AM Confessions
•	 12:45 - 2:30 PM Confessions
•	 7 PM Celebration of the 

Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday, April 20
•	 8:30 AM Morning Prayer
•	 9 AM Blessing of Food/Easter Baskets
•	 10:30 AM Community 

Easter Egg Hunt
•	 8 PM Easter Vigil

 Easter Sunday, April 21
Church

•	 7 AM Mass (Organ & Cantor) 
•	 8:30 AM Mass (Contemporary Music)
•	 10:30 AM Mass (Children’s 

Choirs/Incense)
•	 12:30 PM Mass (Exalt Group/Incense)

Parish Activities Center 
•	 8:45AM Mass (Piano & Cantor) 
•	 10:45 AM Mass (Piano & Cantor)

When a loved one dies as 
the result of the careless-
ness or intentional act of 
another – this may include 
medical negligence, the 
reckless operation of a 
motor vehicle or a premedi-
tated battery – Maryland 
law recognizes two types 
of claims. A survival action 
may be brought on behalf 
of the deceased for his or 
her economic losses, such as 
medical bills and lost wages, 
and non-economic losses, 
including conscious pain 
and suffering. A wrongful 
death action is brought by 
certain family members, 
seeking compensation for 
their economic and non-eco-
nomic damages attributable 
to the death.

In a survival action, a 
personal representative 
must act in the place of the 
decedent and may recover 
damages that the deceased 
could have recovered had 
he or she not died. This in-
cludes funeral expenses not 
to exceed $5,000 in most 
cases, property damage, lost 
wages and medical expenses 
from the time of injury to 
the time of death, pain and 
suffering, and if applicable, 
punitive damages. If the 
death is instantaneous, the 
cause of action is only for 
medical bills and funeral ex-
penses. When death follows 
shortly after a negligent act, 
whether or not the deceased 
has experienced conscious 
pain and suffering is of-

ten disputed.
Maryland’s wrongful 

death statute creates a cause 
of action primarily so that 
a surviving spouse, parents 
and/or children may recover 
from the death of a loved 
one. These harms include 
financial losses, such as the 
loss to a child of a mother’s 
future earnings. They also 
include “solatium” dam-
ages for emotional pain and 
suffering, mental anguish 
and loss of companionship 
resulting from the family 
member’s death.

Any discussion of wrong-
ful death and survival 
actions in Maryland must 
include mention of the 
state’s cap on non-economic 
damages. These are sepa-
rate limits on the amounts 
recoverable, depending 
upon when the negligent 
act occurred. For causes of 
action arising on or after 
October 1, 2018, the cap is 
$860,000. If there is more 
than one beneficiary in the 
wrongful death case, the 
cap is multiplied by a factor 
of 1.5, creating a cap of $1.29 
million. These caps increase 
to $875,000 and $1.3 mil-
lion as of October 1, 2019. 
No amount may be awarded 
above these figures. If a 
greater amount is awarded 
by a jury, the trial judge 
will reduce the award to the 
capped levels. For reasons 
too byzantine for this short 
article, lower caps apply 
if the wrongful death is 
caused as a result of a medi-
cal malpractice. There are 
no caps on economic dam-
ages, those that reimburse 
for medical expenses and 
lost earnings.

Maryland’s wrongful 
death and survival statutes 
are complicated. If you have 
lost a loved one as the result 
of tortious conduct, you will 
have many questions. You 
should consult an attorney 
who is familiar with this 
area of the law and who 
will assist you in making 
informed decisions.

David Diggs is experienced 
in representing family mem-
bers who have experienced 
the death of a loved one. If 
you need further informa-
tion regarding this subject, 
contact The Law Office of 
David V. Diggs LLC, at 8684 
Veterans Highway, Suite 204, 
in Millersville, by calling 410-
244-1171 or emailing david@
diggslaw.com.

Maryland Wrongful Death 
And Survival Claims

David Diggs
The Law Office of 

David V. Diggs

SPCC Gala Recognizes The Marstons
 »Continued from A1

At a recent meeting held at Bella Napoli Italian Restaurant, 
the Rotary Club of Lake Shore-Severna Park surprised 
Mark Muckelbauer with the Paul Harris Fellow recognition, 
which acknowledges individuals who contribute, or who 
have contributions made in their name, of $1,000 to The 
Rotary Foundation. Other prestigious recipients of the 
award include U.S. President Jimmy Carter, U.S. astronaut 
James Lovell, United Nations Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, and Mother Teresa.

Muckelbauer Receives 
Paul Harris Award
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The Berrywood community 
was alarmed with the dete-
riorating condition of Cattail 
Creek, which was ranked 
year after year with the worst 
water quality of any creek in 
the Magothy River water-
shed, according to Bob Royer, 
a Berrywood resident and 
volunteer water quality moni-
tor for the Magothy River 
Association.

The Berrywood Com-
munity Association (BCA) 
saw future development 
upstream as a further threat 
to the water quality, causing 
destruction of habitat for fish 
and wildlife such as yellow 
perch and the great blue 
heron, which make Berry-
wood their home.

Molly LaChapelle, a long-
time Berrywood resident, 
became a Master Watershed 
Steward and wanted to take 
on the restoration of Cat-
tail Creek as her project. She 

recognized that this would be 
a large and complex project, 
and its success would require 
significant community 
engagement. LaChapelle 
was fully aware of previous 
attempts to initiate a restora-
tion project in the commu-
nity, attempts that did not 
gain the necessary support to 
launch the program, and she 
was confident that with her 
recent Watershed Stewards 
Academy training, she would 
overcome those challenges.

“It’s a very versatile, broad 
training,” LaChapelle ex-
plained. “A large aspect of the 
Master Watershed Stewards 
program is leadership train-
ing and energizing your com-
munity to support any effort. 
I saw that class as a way to 
educate myself, make connec-
tions and use it as a base to 
get a project started.”

Empowered by her new role 
as a steward, LaChapelle in 

2015 started looking for grant 
opportunities that could 
fund her restoration project. 
At an Anne Arundel Wa-
tershed Stewards Academy 
event, LaChapelle met a rep-
resentative from the Mary-

land Department of Natural 
Resources who said that the 
Berrywood project would 
be a good fit for the depart-
ment’s funds. Chesapeake 
Bay Trust, the Anne Arundel 
County Department of Public 
Works and Maryland DNR 
provided the funds in 2016, 
and Underwood & Associates 
was awarded the design and 
construction of the stream 
restoration.

Construction of the 
restoration site began in 
October 2018 with a three-
part approach.

First was the installation 
of a regenerative storm-
water conveyance system, 
which includes raising the 
creek bed to increase flood-
plain connectivity and uses 
weirs to slow down and 
widen the stream flow and 
reduce erosion.

Second was removal of the 
bulkhead along the marina, 
replacing it with a living 
shoreline surrounded by sev-
eral large bio-retention areas.

Third was the construction 

of several rain gardens to 
capture and treat runoff from 
a nearby access road, parking 
lot and basketball court.

“It’s really expanded and 
enhanced the area so that 
families and kids will be able 
to come down and have a 
very inviting place to enjoy 
the creek,” LaChapelle said. 
“We’re lucky that it runs 
through our community. It’s 
a great spot to enjoy nature.”

Underwood & Associates 
was able to finish most of 
the major construction by 
the end of December 2018. 
The team wanted to get the 
project done before Febru-
ary 2019, when yellow perch 
spawn in the creek and 
construction is prohibited. 
Plantings will be installed 
this spring.

“I’ve been impressed with 
Anne Arundel Watershed 
Stewards Academy’s ability to 
bring folks together and with 
the speed of the project’s 
completion,” said Zoe Clark-
west, a restoration coordina-
tor who helped manage the 

project for AAWSA.
Royer added, “This project 

has already made a big dif-
ference in the community, 
and it’s all about connections. 
The restoration successfully 
reconnected the stream back 
to the floodplain, and in 
doing so, reconnected the 
people in the community 
back to their stream. They are 
excited when they see clear 
running water even after a 
heavy storm.

“The restoration will be 
a teaching opportunity for 
members of the community 
to become better stewards of 
the environment by increas-
ing their awareness of the 
critical importance of plant-
ing native and pollinator-
friendly plants in their own 
gardens, saving their tall 
canopy trees and forested ar-
eas, minimizing their use of 
fertilizer and pesticides and 
managing their stormwater 
through use of bio-retention 
areas and rain gardens.”

Clarkwest believes the 
lasting impacts of this project 
for Berrywood will be more 
than improved water quality. 
“I’ve seen how the project has 
motivated and galvanized 
this community around the 
issue of water quality and 
the broader issue of develop-
ment,” she explained. “They 
have increased awareness 
and knowledge, but more 
than that, they are capable of 
making an impact.”

The Berrywood commu-
nity is planning an Earth 
Day planting on April 22. 
Hundreds of native shrubs 
and trees will be planted in 
the woodlands and along 
the living shoreline as the 
final phase of the resto-
ration work.

Wills & Estate Planning 
Probate | Elder Law

Family Law | Guardianship

Personal Injury | Auto Accidents
Workers Compensation

Proudly
Serving Our 
Community 

For  Over 65 Years
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 We provide customized 
legal services for 

thoughtful planning as well 
as times of crises.   We are 
honored to serve as your 
family’s local lawyer and 

trusted advisor now and for 
generations to come.

Volunteers Undertake Cattail Creek Restoration

Photo courtesy of Bob Royer

The restoration team included Berrywood volunteers, WSA leadership, Maryland DNR, 
Underwood & Associates, and County Executive Steuart Pittman.

nate to SPAN.
“Our donation is staying 

local in our community,” 
said Rikki Schneider of 
SERVPRO. “Recognition to 
organizations who invest 
in our community is very 
important to the culture 
of SERVPRO of Annapolis/
Severna Park.”

Over the years, Jing 
Ying has raised more than 
$55,000 for SPAN and col-
lected thousands of pounds 
of food for its pantry.

“Jing Ying’s vision is to 
transform lives and build 
community, and SPAN fits 
that vision as a local charity 
that makes such a difference 
in our community and the 
individuals it serves,” said 

Nancy Greer, co-owner of 
Jing Ying.

Repke Fitness is donating 
to Opportunity Builders Inc.

“They do a phenomenal 
job with helping adults 
who have developmental 
disabilities find purpose 
through vocational train-
ing and employment,” said 
Louben Repke, owner of 
Repke Fitness who formerly 
served on the board at OBI. 
“The organization is making 
a big difference in the com-
munity, and they deserve 
recognition.”

Kogen Dojo is donating to 
Burgers & Bands for Suicide 
Prevention.

“It is a local charity 
that is trying to make a 
global impact by bringing 

awareness to the growing 
problem of depression and 
suicide with the message to 
individuals who suffer that 
‘you are not alone,’” said 
Robert Van Valkenburgh, 
co-owner of Kogen Dojo. 
“Burgers and Bands rep-
resents light and hope for 
those who have or continue 
to struggle with darkness 
and despair.”

The fiesta is part of an 
overall shop local move-
ment, League said.

“Our goal as a chamber 
is to keep small business in 
the forefront of the com-
munity’s mind,” League 
said. “We wouldn’t have 
the community we have 
now without our small 
businesses.”

Chamber To Host Shop Local Fun Fiesta
 »Continued from A1

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

The Voice WanTs YOU!
Now Seeking Talented Sales Representatives To Join Our Team
Are you looking to join an exciting team and a company that is growing and 

expanding? If so, the Severna Park Voice would like talk to you. We have an opening 
in the local area and are looking for sales candidates to help us call on businesses.

Company Description:
The Severna Park Voice covers hyperlocal, positive news and events from our community. The 
company has had excellent growth and success along with its sister publication, the Pasadena Voice, 
which serves Pasadena and Gibson Island.

Job Requirements:
•	 Positive and team-orientated attitude 

with superior communication 
and presentation skills.

•	 Prior sales experience with demonstrated 
success in growing sales revenue. Past 
advertising sales background that includes 
prospecting skills, conducting face-to-face 
meetings and making sales presentations.

•	 Hunter instincts for finding and developing 
new clients with demonstrated past success.

•	 Time management and organizational 
skills to coordinate cold calls and 
scheduled appointments.

•	 Ability to meet and exceed multiple 

scheduled deadlines and due dates.
•	 Community involvement, including 

participation in various chamber of 
commerce activities and other local events.

•	 Proficiency in Microsoft Office (Word, Excel 
and PowerPoint) as well as SalesForce or other 
sales-management equivalent systems.

•	 Ability to work both independently 
and within a team in a fast-paced, 
results-orientated environment.

Contact:
•	 Serious inquires only. Please send resume to 

Larry Sells, chief operating officer of The Voice 
Media Inc., at larry@severnaparkvoice.com.
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Visit our website to see our work! FrankandBills.com

CaR aCCiDent?
turn to Frank & Bill’s to take care 

of your auto repair needs!

S T E V E  &  C H A L L I E

“It was the day after my sister Evangeline’s 
wedding. Everyone was recounting their 
favorite parts of the weekend. When it was 
Challie’s turn, I turned to her and said that 
hers hadn’t happened yet. Confused, she 
asked what I meant. I presented her with 
the ring. Tears flowed. She couldn’t believe it.

We’ve been together 27 years and we still 
enjoy being around one another. We do 
everything together.  She’s the love of my life.”

A N NAP OL I S
4 10 . 26 6 . 5 5 5 5

S E VE R NA  PA R K
4 10 . 5 4 4 . 4 0 0 5

Every #StoryofYes starts somewhere.
Start yours at AStoryofYes.com

Business | Auto | Home | Marine | Bonds | Health | Life

Representing over 40 companies for 
over 40 years, we provide you the best 
coverage at a competitive price.  We 
will offer you options that provide you 

the best protection 
for your specific needs. 

MoranInsurance.com

Now students and parents 
are coming together to say 
enough is enough — it’s 
time for Severna Park to face 
this problem.

“It’s a situation that 
nobody knows how to ap-
proach,” said SPHS junior 
Parker Cross. “But ignoring it 
is not a solution.”

Students And Parents Push For Culture Shift To End Suicide Problem
 »Continued from A1

The numbers paint 
Severna Park as a commu-
nity that anyone would be 
proud of: a high school with 
a 95 percent graduation rate, 
with 11 state sports cham-
pionships in the past five 
years alone, with Advanced 
Placement enrollment in 
the top 95 percentile, all in a 
zip code where the median 
family income is approxi-
mately $130,000.

But with those numbers 
comes the pressure on young 
people to excel, to outshine, 
to be perfect — and it is tak-
ing an emotional toll.

“These kids put a smile on 
their face every day and say 

they’re good, 
but not many 
of us are really 
sitting down 
and asking 
them how 
they’re doing,” 
said Maria 
Putzi, a parent 
of two SPHS 
students. “We 
as a commu-
nity need to 
love on those 
kids for who 
they are.”

Nobody knows that need 
better than the students 
themselves. Cross ex-
plained the culture for 
young people in Severna 
Park is so overwhelming 
that feeling suicidal is the 
rule, not the exception. “I 
don’t know someone who 
hasn’t had to talk someone 
out of killing themselves,” 
she said. “How many people 
have to kill themselves for 
us to care?”

Cross joined her friend 
Katrina Schultz in organiz-
ing the recent presentation 
“Let’s Talk: Suicide Preven-
tion and Awareness” at 
St. Martin’s-in-the-Field, 
where Cross shared insight 
into the pressures that 
Severna Park teenagers 
face: pressures related to 
their academics, to their 
extracurricular activities, 
to their home life, to their 
appearance and to main-
taining an overall image 
of being the best. “Being 
a teenager in this area, 
those are the expectations,” 
she told the crowd in her 
speech. “Now whether they 
stem from the parents, the 
school or other peers, those 

are still part of the pres-
sures teens face every day.”

Cross and Schultz agreed 
that they don’t know anyone 
at any grade level who is not 
taking at least one AP class. 
Some are taking more than 
four because they feel it is 
expected of them. Along 
with that, they know their 
peers and their parents alike 
are expecting them to make 
the sports team that season, 
get a part in Rock ‘N’ Roll 
Revival, maintain a part-
time job, and/or still be so-
cial, all while keeping their 
GPA above a 4.0. Schultz 
and Cross are 
among the 
students who 
recognize the 
anxiety that 
these expec-
tations can 
cause. “We 
don’t have to 
be No. 1 at 
everything,” 
Schultz said.

So, does 
this pressure 
come from the 
parents, the 
school system, 
or the students 

themselves? Regardless of 
where it starts, all parties 
agree they need to work to 
absolve it.

Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools does not 
require students to take any 
honors or AP courses, and it 
requires students to main-
tain only a C average (2.0 
GPA) to participate in extra-
curricular activities. As Bob 
Mosier, public information 
officer for AACPS, empha-
sized, AP courses are not the 
right choice for every stu-
dent. “No judgment should 
come from a course load 

— period,” he said. “That’s a 
mindset that begins in the 
home. We need parents to be 
partners in that.”

This sentiment is shared 
by Jennifer Corbin, director 
of Anne Arundel County’s 
Crisis Response System. The 
responsibility, she said, is on 
the schools and the parents 
together. “I truly believe it’s 
both,” she said. “I don’t know 
that you can pinpoint one 
or the other. The stress is 
coming from all aspects. We 
can’t fix it until we all step 
back and say, ‘We all have to 
work together.’”

An Expectation Of Perfection

Severna 
Park teenagers 
face further 
stress because 
they don’t 
know where 
to turn when 
the pressure 
starts to get 
overwhelming.

Even when 
resources are available, 
teens might not know 
how to access them. 
Following a recent 
tragedy in the commu-
nity, Principal Patrick 
Bathras sent an email 
to SPHS parents let-
ting them know what 
resources would be 
available for students 
who were grieving 
or in crisis, but un-
less parents read the 
email and relayed 
that information to 
their children, those 
students would have 
no way of knowing.

Corbin and her team 
from Crisis Response 
were at Severna Park 
High School to assist 
teachers, counselors 
and any students of 
legal age. “What a lot 
of kids are saying is ‘I 
want to talk about it, 
but I’m not sure I want 
to roll out of class 
and go talk about it,’” 
Corbin said. “Kids are 
like adults in some 

ways. Some don’t want 
to stand up and say, 
‘I’m upset.’”

Students who are 
in need can reach 
the Crisis Response 
team via the warm-
line (410-768-5522), 
which is available 24 
hours a day, seven 
days a week.

But sometimes the 
problem isn’t a lack of 
resources. Sometimes, 
students just want 
to grieve openly and 
know that the school 
is acknowledging their 
pain. “School isn’t a 
safe outlet,” Cross 
explained. “You can 
talk about it, but the 
school isn’t a fan of it.”

AACPS relies on 
guidance from the 
National Association 
of School Psycholo-
gists, the American 
School Counselor 
Association, and 
the Anne Arundel 
County Mobile Crisis 
team, which, in 
some cases, discour-
age public displays, 
memorials or other 
acknowledgements.

Still, students 
want openness in the 
classroom. “It almost 
makes our feelings 
not valid, that we 
can’t talk about it,” 
Schultz said.

Where Can Kids 
Go For Help?

“Kids are like adults 
in some ways. 
Some don’t want 
to stand up and 
say, ‘I’m upset.’”

 — Jennifer Corbin, 
Director of Anne 
Arundel County Crisis 
Response System
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At our practice…
You’re not just a mouth,

You’re a person we care genuinely about.
Every visit counts

Because every patient matters.

YOU are important to us!

Dr. Brian D. Valle, P.A.
Functional & Cosmetic Dentistry
251 Najoles Road, Suite J, Millersville, MD 21108

410.987.9100
www.facebook.com/DrBrianValle 

www.drbrianvalle.com

FUNCTIONAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Dr.BrianValle P.A.

FUNCTIONAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Dr.BrianValle P.a.

FUNCTIONAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Dr.BrianValle P.A.

FUNCTIONAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Dr.BrianValle P.a.

We’ve been serving 
the community for 

over 30 years. 
We are here to 

help you achieve 
your goals for a 
healthy smile.  

Call us today for 
a complimentary 

consultation. 

Students And Parents Push For Culture Shift To End Suicide Problem

Nobody wants to see 
another life lost to suicide 
— but how does a com-
munity go about treating 
an epidemic like the one 
Severna Park has? “Ev-
eryone in the community 
needs to think about this 
problem,” Putzi said. “We 
have to start somewhere.”

Mosier agreed that solv-
ing the suicide problem 
must be a team effort 
between parents and edu-
cators. “What can we — we 
as in the community, and 
the school system is a big 
part of that community 
— do to prevent this?” he 
asked, noting that schools 
have students for only six 
hours a day. The rest is up 
to parents, religious lead-
ers, coaches, scout leaders 
and other community men-
tors. “That’s why the ‘we’ is 
important,” he said.

Parents should also be 
aware of indirect messages 
that they give their chil-
dren. As parent Rebecca 
Binstock pointed out, some 
praise can easily come 
across as bragging, which 
just furthers the problem. 
“There’s too much competi-
tion among the parents — 
I think social media plays 
a big part of that because 
we love to post about our 
kids,” she said.

The same sentiment 
was expressed by Cross’ 

mother, Colette Cross. 
“Parents need to not only 
lay off the pressure but 
also lay off the bragging,” 
she said. “It’s obnoxious. 
… Parents shouldn’t be 
against each other. We’re 
all on the same team.”

To send a message to 
students that they are 
valued unconditionally, 
a grassroots group of 
parents organized an 
event they dubbed “One 
Severna Park” in early 
March, when hundreds 
of parents lined Benfield 
Road and Robinson Road 
with signs bearing mes-
sages of affirmation.

Mothers like Putzi, 
Binstock and Cross 
hope that this indicates 
Severna Park is looking 
to change its culture, but 
they all agree that the 
show of support needs to 
continue beyond one day.

“[Teens] need safe 
places and safe people to 
talk to — consistent, reli-
able, caring adults who 
can be available to them,” 
Putzi said. “Between the 
churches and the com-
munity centers, we as 
a community owe it to 
these teens to give them 
safe places to talk.”

Corbin recommends 
that teenagers deter-
mine their safety net by 
thinking of three people 

— one should be an 
adult, though not neces-
sarily a parent — whom 
they would go to with 
good news. Those same 
three people are the ones 
teenagers can go to with 
bad news or in times 
of trouble.

More importantly, 
opening up to their peers 
will help them realize 
they are not alone. “I 
think teens need some 
time to get together to 
just unload and talk 
about what’s going on in 
a safe space,” Corbin said. 
“I think one of the key 
things is letting kids hear 
from other kids.”

Will community aware-
ness be enough to change 
the culture in Severna 
Park? Only time will tell, 
but parents, students 
and educators agree that 
the time of silence needs 
to end. It’s now time to 
work toward a solution. 
It’s going to take every-
one working together, 
not just the ones who are 
vocal in the wake of trag-
edy. “I don’t know what 
percentage we are — I’d 
like to think we’re 90 per-
cent, but I don’t know,” 
Colette Cross said. “But 
the ones who want to 
[change the culture] can 
start doing it and see if 
it’s contagious.”

The Time For Silence Is Over

Anne Arundel County Crisis Response 
System: 410-768-5522

This warmline is available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Nonemergency calls are 
handled by staff and will provide the caller 
with information, support and referrals. The 
Crisis Response System staff will intervene 
with callers who are experiencing a men-
tal health and/or substance-use disorder 
emergency.

Anne Arundel County Public Schools 
Student Safety Hotline: 1-877-676-9854

This hotline is available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

Those in disaster distress who need 
immediate crisis counseling can call:
•	1-800-985-5990 or text “TalkWith-

Us” to 66746
•	1-800-985-5990 or text “Hablanos” to 

66746 (Spanish)
•	TTY for Deaf/Hearing Impaired: 

1-800-846-8517

The National Suicide Prevention 
Hotlines:
•	1-800-SUICIDE (784-2433)
•	1-800-273-TALK (8255)

Resources For Students In Crisis

“What can we — we 
as in the community, 
and the school system 
is a big part of that 
community — do 
to prevent this?”

 — Bob Mosier 
Public Information 
Officer, AACPS

“Parents need to not 
only lay off the pressure 
but also lay off the 
bragging. It’s obnoxious. 
… Parents shouldn’t be 
against each other. We’re 
all on the same team.”

 — Colette Cross 
SPHS Parent

What They Said

139 Ritchie Highway, Suite A Severna Park, Maryland 410.647.8216

  www.PascalsChophouse.com

Come And Enjoy Our Beautiful Outdoor Patio
And New Booth Seating!

Weekly Live Music!
Serving Lunch And Dinner 7 Days a Week!

Sunday Brunch- 10 am to 2 pm!
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Jean Andrews
Associate Broker, CRS, GRI

Christine Joyce
CRIS, GRI

410-975-3286  |  800-640-0510  |  JeanandChristine.com

Over $400 MilliOn SOldJean.Andrews@longandfoster.com Christine.Joyce@longandfoster.com

SOLD IN 12 DAYS

Southern Charm - 4 Br -  4 Baths

New PrIce!  wONDerfuL uLmSteAD eStAteS

4/5Br – 2.5 BA – Updated! - $564,900

wAterfrONt – 4Br, 4BA

Chandler Point – deep Water

wAterfrONt – 4Br, 3.5

Point Field landing 

JuSt LISteD – cAPrI eStAteS

5Br – 3.5 BA - $515,000

CALL TODAY – ESTIMATES ARE FREE! 
Build Now, Pay later, 12 Months Same as Cash

Based on credit approval, minimum payments apply. While offer lasts.

         Building Trust Since 1986!
    800 Route 3 South Gambrills, MD 21054

    www.midatlanticdeckandfence.com
    800.833.9310 | MHIC#25165 |Licensed  Insured  

32Celebrating 32 Years

MID-ATLAnTIC
DECk & FEnCE CO.

Food/Dining
1. Best Restaurant Overall: 1. Park Tavern  
2. Café Mezzanotte

2. Best Wait Staff: 1. Park Tavern  
2. Severna Park Taphouse

3. Best Breakfast: 1. The Breakfast Shoppe  
2. Garry’s Grill

4. Best Lunch: 1. Garry’s Grill 2. Park Tavern
5. Best Dinner: 1. Park Tavern 2. Café Mezzanotte
6. Best Kids’ Menu: 1. Park Tavern  
2. Adam’s Taphouse and Grille

7. Best Bakery: 1. Kirsten’s Cakery  
2. Cakes & Confections Bakery Cafe

8. Best Barbecue: 1. Adam’s Taphouse and Grille  
2. Severna Park Taphouse

9. Best Burger: 1. Five Guys Burgers & Fries  
2. Park Tavern

10. Best Coffee: 1. The Big Bean 2. Starbucks
11. Best Crab Cake: 1. The Point Crab House  
2. Hellas Restaurant and Lounge

12. Best Pizza: 1. Squisito Pizza & Pasta  
2. Ledo Pizza & Pasta

13. Best Salad: 1. Garry’s Grill 2. Park Tavern
14. Best Sandwich/Sub: 1. Jeno’s Steaks  
2. Firehouse Subs

15. Best Seafood: 1. The Point Crab House  
2. Joe’s Seafood

16. Best Wings: 1. Severna Park Taphouse  
2. Adam’s Taphouse and Grille

17. Best Dessert: 1. Cakes & Confections Bakery 
Cafe 2. La Posta Pizzeria

18. Best Ice Cream: 1. Bruster’s Real Ice Cream  
2. FroYo House

19. Best Fast Food: 1. Chick-fil-A 2. Chipotle
20. Best Asian: 1. Lemongrass 2. Ming’s Cafe
21. Best Mexican: 1. Mi Pueblo II 2. Vida Taco Bar
22. Best Italian: 1. Café Mezzanotte  
2. La Posta Pizzeria

23. Best Gluten-Free Selection: 1. April’s Table  
2. Vida Taco Bar

24. Best Vegetarian Selection: 1. April’s Table  
2. Vida Taco Bar

25. Best Caterer: 1. April’s Table  
2. Be My Guest Catering

26. Best Delivery Service: 1. Chick-fil-A  
2. Carini’s Pizza

27. Best Bar: 1. Severna Park Taphouse  
2. Park Tavern

28. Best Special Occasion: 1. Café Mezzanotte  
2. Café Bretton

Beauty & Fitness
1. Best Fitness Club: 1. Park Fitness 2. RockWell Fitness
2. Best Hair Salon/Barber Shop: 1. Image Creators 

Salon and Spa 2. Emidio Vincenzo Escape
3. Best Hair Stylist/Barber: 1. Emidio Vincenzo at 
Emidio Vincenzo Escape 
2. Blake Cornelius at Emidio Vincenzo Escape

4. Best Martial Arts Program: 1. Kwon’s Taekwondo 
2. Jing Ying Institute of Kung Fu & Tai Chi

5. Best Place For A Massage: 1. Sass Well  
2. Image Creators Salon and Spa

6. Best Massage Therapist: 1. Kate Langston 
– Sass Well 
2. LP – Image Creators Salon and Spa

7. Best Nail Salon: 1. Emidio Vincenzo Escape 
2. Image Creators Salon and Spa

8. Best Spa: 1. Image Creators Salon and Spa 
2. Emidio Vincenzo Escape

9. Best Weight-Loss Program: 1. Park Fitness 
2. Vital Fitness Holistic Center

Health
1. Best Medical Practice: 1. Maryland Primary Care 

Physicians 2. Severna Park Medical Associates
2. Best Physician: 1. Dr. Victor M. Plavner 

2. Dr. Andre Gvozden
3. Best Women’s Care: 1. Bay Radiology
4. Best Audiology Practice: 1. Chesapeake Hearing 

Centers 2. Hearing Solutions Audiology Center
5. Best Chiropractic Practice: 1. Back & Neck Care 

Center 2. Fare Chiropractic
6. Best Dental Practice: 1. Dr. Paul Kinsey  

2. McCarl Dental Group
7. Best Optometry Practice: 1. Peepers of Severna 
Park

8. Best Ophthalmology Practice: 1. Rutzen Eye 
Specialists & Laser Center 
2. Ophthalmology Associates of Greater Annapolis

9. Best Gastroenterology Practice: 1. Anne 
Arundel Gastroenterology Associates

10. Best Orthodontic Practice: 1. Wright 
Orthodontics 2. Spivak Orthodontics

11. Best Pediatric Practice: 1. Annapolis Pediatrics  
2. Gvozden Pediatrics

12. Best Pharmacy: 1. Park Pharmacy  
2. Arnold Pharmacy

13. Best Physical Therapy Practice: 1. Patterson 
Physical Therapy 2. Pivot Physical Therapy

14. Best Mental Health Care: 1. Brady Mental Health 
& Wellness 2. Bradford Counseling Services

15. Best Veterinary Practice: 1. Bayside Animal 
Medical Center 2. Severna Park Veterinary Hospital

16. Best Senior Home: 1. Brightview Senior Living 
2. Sunrise Senior Living

Professional Services
1. Best Accountant: 1. Gardiner & Appel Group  

2. Emerald Financial Partners
2. Best Insurance Agent: 1. Lee Talbot — State 
Farm 2. Jack Hutchison — Nationwide

3. Best Investment Adviser: 1. Don Huber — 
Cornerstone Advisory 2. Brian Conrad — Edward Jones

4. Best Lawyer: 1. Michael Wilsman  
2. Paula Darrah

5. Best Mortgage Company: 1. Primary Residential 
Mortgage Inc. 2. Arundel Federal Savings Bank

6. Best Realtor/Agent: 1. Scott Schuetter — Century 21 
2. David Orso — Compass Real Estate

Best Home Services
1. Best Fencing Contractor: 1. Fence & Deck 

Connection
2. Best Flooring/Carpet Contractor: 1. Family Floors 

2. Dorrance Hardwood Floors
3. Best Cleaning Service: 1. Park Power Wash
4. Best Home Improvement Contractor:  

1. Landmark Roofing 2. Oakey Corporation
5. Best HVAC Contractor: 1. Cornett Heating & Cooling 

2. Barstow & Sons Heating & Cooling
6. Best Interior Designer: 1. Valerie Wheeler Interiors 

2. Karen Renee Interior Design
7. Best Landscape/Lawn Contractor: 1. Boucher 

Lawn & Landscape
8. Best Painting Contractor: 1. Bay Country 
Painters

9. Best Pool Service: 1. Goudy Pools
10. Best Plumbing Contractor:  

1. B&C Plumbing

Community Services
1. Best Auto Repair: 1. Severna Park Automotive  

2. Magothy Auto Services
2. Best Bank: 1. M&T Bank 2. Bank of America
3. Best Car Wash: 1. The Great American Car Wash  

2. Mister Car Wash
4. Best Dry Cleaner: 1. Admiral Cleaners 2. Dash 

Dry Cleaning
5. Best Marine Repair: 1. South Shore Marine
6. Best Pet Grooming: 1. Mutt & Joe 2. Lisa’s 

Pet Grooming

Retail/Shopping
1. Best Overall Customer Service: 1. Park Fitness  

2. The Cottage
2. Best Art/Photography/Frame Shop: 1. Side Street 

Framers & Gift Gallery 2. Benfield Art Gallery

3. Best Bicycle Shop: 1. Pedal Pushers 2. Bike Doctor
4. Best Computer Service: 1. MacMedics 2. PC Repair
5. Best Consignment Shop: 1. Savvy Consignment  

2. Honeysuckle Quality Consignment
6. Best Home Décor: 1. Park Home 2. The Cottage
7. Best Florist: 1. Severna Flowers & Gifts 

2. Benfield Florist
8. Best Garden Center: 1. Homestead Gardens 

2. Anne Arundel Lawn & Garden Center
9. Best Gift Shop: 1. The Cottage 2. Homestead Gardens
10. Best Grocery Store: 1. Giant 2. Harris Teeter
11. Best Hardware Store: 1. Clement Hardware  

2. Ace Hardware
12. Best Jeweler: 1. Marc Todd Jewelers  

2. Zachary’s Jewelers
13. Best Liquor Store: 1. Dawson’s Liquors  

2. Goska’s Liquors
14. Best Toy Store: 1. Franklin’s Toys 2. Five Below
15. Best Pet Supply Store: 1. Petco

Entertainment
1. Best Place For Family Entertainment:  
1. Severna Park Lanes 2. Eco Adventures

2. Best Live Music: 1. Brian Boru Irish Restaurant and 
Pub 2. Romilo’s Restaurant & Bar

3. Best Happy Hour: 1. Severna Park Taphouse  
2. Park Tavern

4. Best Place To Watch The Game:   
1. Mother’s Peninsula Grille 2. Severna Park Taphouse

5. Best Place To Take Out-Of-Towners:  
1. The Point Crab House 2. Severna Park Taphouse

6. Best Entertainment Venue Within 25 Miles:  
1. Rams Head On Stage

Best Children’s Activities
1. Best Activity/Entertainment Center: 

1. Severna Park Gymnastics 2. Eco Adventures
2. Best After-School Program: 1. Eco Adventures 

2. The Educational Resource Group
3. Best Children’s Dance Company: 1. Creative Force 

Dance Center 2. Spark Dance Studio
4. Best Day Care: 1. Vineyard Child Care  

2. The Goddard School of Arnold
5. Best Music Instruction Program:  

1. Theatre in the Park 2. Music & Arts
6. Best Playground: 1. Kinder Farm Park
7. Best Party Rental Venue: 1. Eco Adventures 

2. Severna Park Gymnastics
8. Best Summer Camp: 1. EcoAdventures  

2. Severna Park Gymnastics
9. Best Sports Facility: 1. Benfield Sports Complex 

2. Kinder Farm Park
10. Best Youth Sports League: 1. Green Hornets  

2. Broadneck Bays

Community
1. Most Desirable Community: 

1. Shipley’s Choice 2. Fair Oaks
2. Best Community Beach: 1. Olde Severna Park 

2. Round Bay
3. Best Pool: 1. Shipley’s Choice 2. Severn River Swim Club
4. Best Club: 1. Green Hornets 2. Severna Park Elks
5. Best Nonprofit Organization: 1. SPAN  
2. Burgers & Bands for Suicide Prevention

6. Best Place To Work: 1. Emidio Vincenzo Escape 
2. The Cottage

7. Best Church: 1. St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic 
Church 2. Woods Memorial Presbyterian Church

8. Best Religious Leader: 1. Father Jim Proffitt 
2. The Rev. Lee Ferrell

9. Best School: 
1. Severna Park High School 2. Severn School

10. Best Marina:  1. Severn River Swim Club 
2. Ferry Point Marina

11. Best Business To Open in 2018: 
1. Vital Fitness Holistic Center 2. PedalPower Kids

12. Most Influential Community Members: 
1. Joe Bocek 2. Danny O’Malley 3. Tom Wheeler

And The Winners For The 2019 Best Of Severna Park Are…
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Thank You for Voting Us Best Of Severna Park Again for 2018

Call TODAY for your FREE, no-hassle, no-pressure 
inspection/estimate of your roof, siding or windows.
Financing Options Available

Proud Sponsor of the 
Neighborhood of the Month!

Severna Park Owned and Operated
Licensed & Insured
MHIC #133042
Landmark Roofing Certified ID# CE29287

We’re helping make neighborhoods better one home at a time!

443-223-7453
www.roofingbylandmark.com

GAF Master Elite Contractor

By Judy Tacyn

Kensington is a small and 
tucked-away community off Ben-
field Road, and most people don’t 
even realize it’s there or that it 
extends all the way behind Bright-
view Senior Living.

“When I say to people that we’re 
located behind Safeway, I always 
get the answer, ‘So, you’re in Char-
tridge?’” said Ginger Reeves.

No, Kensington is not Char-
tridge, but it is a combination of 
waterfront homes, bungalows and 
older homes that are reasonably 
priced, especially for families just 
starting out. More than 100 homes 
line the Kensington Avenue loop, 
where homes border Cattail Creek.

With just a single access point, 
the Kensington neighborhood 
has a playground and large field, 
which is a favorite meeting spot for 
parents and children on beauti-
ful days. Kensington has water 
privileges off Tower Bank. A dock 
is maintained by the homeowners 
association, which has kayak and 
standup paddleboard racks, and a 
ramp behind St. Martin’s-in-the-
Field that many neighbors use to 
launch their boats.

While the community holds 
several events, neighbors unani-

mously agree that the most popu-
lar get-together is the Halloween 
party and parade. There are also 
summer picnics, Christmas parties 
with Santa, Easter egg hunts and 
visits from the Easter Bunny.

Cristine Milauskas 
Resident For Six Years

Cristine Milauskas’ fam-
ily moved to Severna Park from 
Baltimore City, following several 
of their Baltimore-based friends 
who started families and moved to 
Severna Park.

“My husband and I looked for 
five months for a house in either 
Arnold or Severna Park. Having 
water access was high on our prior-
ity list,” Milauskas said. “We placed 
an offer on our current home the 
day it came on the market.”

The Milauskas family’s favorite 
community event is Halloween, 
when longer-term families set up 
dinner for the younger families. 
Most of the community comes for 
dinner and the Halloween parade.

Milauskas’ children attend 
Oak Hill Elementary and they 
love the school and the fact that 
many of the teachers also live in 
Severna Park.

“We love that Severna Park has 
a small-town feel,” Milauskas 

continued. “Even before we lived 
here, we would come to Severna 
Park for Kinder Farm Park. Now 
that we live here, we have a garden 
plot at Kinder.”

As for her neighbors, Milauskas 
could not be happier. “We are in a 
unique position that some of our 
neighbors have truly become an 
extension of our family,” she said. 
“We share holidays and important 
milestones with our neighbors, as 
we would our families.”

Milauskas has served as 
secretary for one year and HOA 
president for two years.

Ginger Reeves 
Resident For 10 Years

Ginger Reeves arrived in 
Severna Park via Bowie in 1999. 
Which community event does 
her family love? “Halloween for 
sure! I’ve run this event for 14 
years,” Reeves explained. “I buy 
everything for a cookout at my 
cul-de-sac, and the kids parade 
once around the neighborhood in 
costume [and] then arrive back for 
food before they go trick-or-treat-
ing. Whole extended families par-
ticipate. I put out a donation can, 
and the proceeds go back to the 
community for our other events.”

Reeves has held several board 

positions, including president and 
member-at-large. “I like to stay 
involved in what’s going on and I 
continue to attend monthly meet-
ings even though I’m not currently 
serving on the board,” she added.

Jo Ann Stanfill 
Resident For 54 Years

Jo Ann Stanfill moved to 
Severna Park in August 1965. 
“My husband’s coworker lived in 
Severna Forest and knew we were 
looking to buy our first house,” 
Stanfill said. “On a Saturday morn-
ing, his wife watched our three 
kids while the husband showed 
us around. They were building 
new houses in Kensington, so 
we looked and signed the deal. 
This is the only house we have 
ever owned.”

Stanfill appreciated the intimacy 
of the community; there were only 
11 families when she first moved 
in. Though some have since moved, 
she said all still friends.

“I have really good neighbors. 
My next-door neighbor moved in 
one month after us,” Stanfill said. 
“One of my best friends lives a 
block down the street and moved 
in a little before us. I can count on 
close neighbors if help is needed.”

Stanfill recalls a fierce snow-

storm in January 1966 when the 
neighbors became family. A child 
became ill and neighborhood men 
shoveled the street so the ambu-
lance could get in.

Marilyn Doyle 
Resident For 41 Years

Marilyn Doyle and her husband 
were looking for a community with 
an easy commute to Fort Meade 
and Sparrows Point in Baltimore. 
They chose Kensington for its 
small size and no cut-through 
traffic. They settled on their home 
on the Wednesday before Thanks-
giving and moved in on Decem-
ber 10, 1978.

Doyle has come to appreciate the 
generosity of her neighbors.

“During serious illnesses and 
deaths, many neighbors have been 
caring and supportive,” Doyle said. 
“Also, a few years ago, a family suf-
fered a fire, which required repairs. 
Some of us donated to their needs 
and loaned them sleeping bags and 
blow-up mattresses.”

Doyle has served on the home-
owners’ board on several occa-
sions as secretary, vice president 
and member-at-large. She has 
also assisted with several Hal-
loween parties and collected dues 
when needed.

Kensington

Neighborhood of the Month takes an in-depth look at the unique communities that 
make up Severna Park as a whole. Each has its own history, its own special amenities 
and its own people who are happy to call that place home. Want to share with our read-
ers all about your neighborhood and what sets it apart from others? Email spvnews@
severnaparkvoice.com and let us know!

Small-Town Feel Doesn’t Stop Kensington From Enjoying Big-Time Festivities

Our family serving your family 
with professional, compassionate care

From Residential Assisted Living to Alzheimer’s Care, 
at Spring Arbor our teams nurture each resident’s independence by 
promoting dignity and choice within a setting of compassionate care.

Spring Arbor of Severna Park
345 Ritchie Highway

Serverna Park, MD 21146
410-544-7774

Spring Arbor of Crofton
1495 Riedel Road
Crofton, MD 21114

410-324-2790
NOW LEASING

It’s how you live that matters

 Senior Assisted Living & Memory Care
www.springarborliving.com

Pet friendly

with professional, compassionate care

Photo by Judy Tacyn

Right: (L-R) Jo Ann 
Stanfill, Marilyn Doyle, 
Cristine Milauskas and 
Ginger Reeves stay active 
by enjoying Kensington’s 
many neighborhood events.

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

In July 2019, The Voice 
Media Inc. will publish 
its LOCAL LIFE — On 

The Water magazine. This 
special edition will be 

inserted in the July issues 
of the Severna Park Voice 
and Pasadena Voice and 

will focus on ALL things 
water-related. It will be 
direct-mailed to 49,550 
homes and businesses 

in Severna Park, Arnold, 
Millersville, Pasadena 

and Gibson Island.

Coming this July
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local life
o n  t h e  wat e r

May 2018

outdoor dining  Page 6
Check out these must-try places to enjoy 
drinks and dinner with a view of the water.

Lifejackets  Page 3
Lifejackets have come a long way since 
the days of the bulky orange vest.

Boating  Page 7

This summer, Annapolis 
School of Seamanship 
will give kids the 
confidence to take out 
the family motorboat 
and operate it safely.

summer concerts  Page 9
Catch a live music performance against 
the backdrop of the bay or river.
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On March 26, District 5 
did not disappoint for 
the budget town hall 

that I had the pleasure of co-
hosting with County Execu-
tive Steuart Pittmann. Just 
over 250 residents came out 
to hear our remarks, review a 
short presentation and then 
present their priorities to us. 
Those priorities, in no particu-
lar order, were:
•	Funding for a tennis facility 

in Millersville
•	Make-up salary steps for 

teachers who are most 
behind in pay
•	A dog park at Kinder Farm
•	Financial support for 

the Water Stewards 
Academy (SWA)
•	Funding for additional fire-

fighters and police officers
•	Overall pay increases 

for teachers
•	Additional school coun-

selors for elementary and 

high schools
•	Funding for our libraries, 

including Discoveries at the 
Westfield Annapolis Mall
Based on the county 

executive’s presentation that 
evening, the county is esti-
mating an additional revenue 
increase of $40 million to $50 
million for Fiscal Year 2020. 
This is down from previous 
estimates of just over $57 
million. The Board of Educa-
tion has a budget request that 
is $90 million more than the 
Fiscal Year 2019. This is but 
one of our funding areas, but 
it is our largest with the Board 
of Education being just over 50 
percent of the county budget. 
There will be other critical 
department budget requests. 
In addition to the critical 
first responders listed above, 
detention officers and county 
personnel will also have fi-
nancial needs to operate their 
departments. You can quickly 
see why a handful of residents 
and individuals representing 
special interest groups were 
supportive of tax increases.

Most people know that 

Anne Arundel County has one 
of the lowest tax rates in the 
state. It’s one of the reasons 
we are such a desirable area to 
live in. We have a property tax 
cap limiting the tax the county 
can collect on your property 
that passed by referendum in 
1994. I ran on my support of 
the property tax cap because it 
was overwhelmingly support-
ed by the voters of the county, 
or it wouldn’t exist.

The Department of Legisla-
tive Services has suggested 
raising the income tax from 
2.5 percent to 3.2 percent, 
which could cost households 
as much as $700 per year. To 
some, this may be a drop in 
the bucket, but not to all. It 
is easy to label us as one of 
the “wealthiest counties” in 
the state. That label doesn’t 
show the details of the large 
income gap between wealth 
and poverty in our county. 
When you knock on more 
than 4,000 doors like I did, 
you meet your constituents 
where they are. You hear their 
stories. You hear how retirees 
who raised their families here 

are struggling to stay in our 
county on a fixed income. You 
hear about the families who 
are living paycheck to pay-
check due to circumstances 
beyond their control and are 
one more tax away from be-
ing forced out of their home 
after living in this county for 
generations. I cannot forget 
their stories and that I repre-
sent them too.

What concerns me is that 
no one has really discussed 
that there are historical indi-
cators that a recession may be 
in our near future (one to two 
years). The most telling sign 
is the consistent low rate of 
unemployment. We should be 
making responsible fiscal deci-
sions that are sustainable.

I am fiscally conservative, 
and I make no apologies for 
it. I feel an awesome sense of 
responsibility to act thought-
fully with your tax dollars. I 
will prioritize based on your 
input and the input of those 
who make our county run day 
to day, and with caution for 
potential economic changes in 
our future.

A Recap Of Our Budget Town Hall
Amanda 
Fiedler

Councilwoman 
District 5

When Should The 
School Year End?

Do you remember when 
summer vacation 
ended after Labor Day 

weekend? Throughout the 
years, this date, which had 
been set as an unwritten tradi-
tion, has changed. Only a few 
years ago, children were start-
ing school as early as the third 
week of August and getting 
out for summer as late as the 
third week of June.

In September 2016, Gov-
ernor Larry Hogan, acting 
on recommendations from a 
2014 legislative task force and 
listening to the citizens of 
Maryland, issued an execu-
tive order to “let summer be 
summer.” This mandated that 
all Maryland public school 
districts start after Labor Day. 
In addition, the order dictated 
that the school year must 
conclude by June 15. Governor 
Hogan’s executive order went 
into effect beginning with the 
2017-2018 school year.

The debate centering on 
this calendar change has 
not subsided in the past two 
years. Some parents say they 
like having a full summer to 
vacation with their children. 
Tourism dollars are spent 
during these last two weeks 
of summer, which equates to 
taxable income for the state 
of Maryland. On the flip side, 
some people feel that the 
number of educational days 
has been compromised by 
starting school after Labor 
Day. It is argued that teach-
ers are not getting enough 
in-service days, and vacation 
days during the school year 
have been shortened. If this 
calendar requirement were 
removed, schools could be in 
session well into the summer 
to make up for snow days.

A Gonzales poll released 
in March 2019 reported that 
of the 817 people polled, 55.9 
percent wanted schools closed 
through Labor Day, 40.1 
percent favored local school 

boards to decide, and 3.9 per-
cent had no answer.

This legislative session, 
Senate Bill 128 (County 
Boards of Education — School 
Year — Start and End Dates) 
was introduced to allow the 
individual school districts in 
Maryland to make their own 
decision whether or not to 
start their school year after 
Labor Day. This bill passed in 
the Senate along party lines 
by the vote of 31-15. Sen-
ate President Mike Miller 
reflected after the vote that 
“Maryland has a large minor-
ity population now … They’re 
not beating the doors down to 
run to Ocean City after Labor 
Day.” This bill moved onto the 
House of Delegates, where it 
was also passed along party 
lines, and it is now headed to 
the governor for his signature. 
There is no veto option for the 
governor because the votes are 
there to override the veto.

Governor Hogan had intro-
duced legislation this session 
to put this question on the 
2020 ballot as a referendum 
item. He wanted the citizens 
of Maryland to have the 
ultimate decision on whether 
or not to start the school year 
after Labor Day. His legisla-
tion was not heard in the 
Senate Education, Health 
and Environmental Affairs 
Committee.

Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools has released 
a proposed 2019-2020 school 
calendar. The school year 
starts the day after Labor Day. 
This calendar is subject to 
modification by the Board of 
Education at any time.

Whether you are in favor of 
starting the school year before 
or after Labor Day, the Gen-
eral Assembly has the final 
say. The governor’s executive 
order has been overridden. 
Individual school districts will 
now be able to decide when to 
start the school year. If you 
have any thoughts on this 
topic or other pieces of legisla-
tion that might move through 
the legislature this session, 
contact me at edward.reilly@
senate.state.md.us.

Ed Reilly
State Senator 

District 33

Put An End To Gerrymandering

On March 26, the Su-
preme Court heard 
arguments in cases 

from Maryland and North 
Carolina, where citizens 
are asking the court to find 
that drawing congressional 
districts along partisan 
lines is unconstitutional. 
While these cases are from 
two individual states, ger-
rymandering is a national 
problem, as the hordes of 
protesters demonstrating 
on the Supreme Court steps 
can attest, myself included.

Standing amid signs of 
“#FairMaps,” “Voters should 
choose their representatives, 
not the other way around” 
and “Let Every Vote Count,” 
I proudly held up my own, 
a giant map of Maryland’s 
3rd Congressional District 
with a circle and line drawn 
through it. I met ordinary 
people, some from as far away 
as Texas, Ohio and Alabama, 
and some who had gotten 
up before 5:00am to stand in 
line not for concert tickets or 
a Chick-fil-A grand open-
ing but to hear a Supreme 
Court argument and literally 
jumped for joy and exchanged 
high-fives upon learning that 
they got in.

As one MSNBC com-
mentator noted, talking 
about gerrymandering isn’t 
“sexy.” As Governor Hogan 
declared at the rally, “It’s 

not a fight between right 
and left but a fight between 
right and wrong.” Former 
California Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, a longtime 
anti-gerrymandering activ-
ist, with a nod to his movie 
career chimed in with a “Let’s 
terminate gerrymandering!” 
(California, during Gover-
nor Schwarzenegger’s term, 
adopted an independent 
redistricting commission in 
2008, a step Governor Hogan 
has introduced into the 
Maryland Assembly during 
the past four years, but which 
has been routinely killed 
in committee). Support for 
redistricting reform is wide-
spread and bipartisan, with 
protesters from Common 
Cause, the League of Women 
Voters, and the Brennan Cen-
ter. Perhaps most tellingly, 
Roy Cooper, the Democratic 
governor of North Carolina, 
and our Governor Hogan 
co-authored an op-ed in the 
March 24 Washington Post 
under the headline, “Politi-
cians can’t be trusted to draw 
electoral maps.”

A decision in the Supreme 
Court case is expected in 
June, likely with the justices 
split 5-4. Justices Gorsuch, 
Alito and Thomas seem 
inclined to leave congres-
sional mapping entirely up 
to the states, noting that 
some states, and some state 
courts, have already imposed 
limits on congressional ger-
rymandering. Justices Kagan, 
Ginsburg and Sotomayor lean 
toward some constitutional 
oversight, noting that the 

flipping of Maryland’s Sixth 
District “effectively [ensured] 
that Republicans will never 
win this seat again. How is 
that not excessive?” Many 
pundits believe that the key 
vote is Chief Justice Roberts. 
The fact remains, however, 
that the Supreme Court has 
refused to intervene in po-
litical gerrymandering cases 
the past five times the issue 
appeared before them, and 
hope now rests on the fact 
that both the Maryland and 
North Carolina legislatures 
openly and blatantly admit-
ted to gerrymandering for 
political ends.

Therefore, the Maryland 
General Assembly should also 
act now by passing the just 
introduced House Bill 1430, 
which would adopt Gover-
nor Hogan’s plan to redraw 
the congressional district 
lines for the sixth and eighth 
congressional districts to 
comply with the United States 
Maryland District Court 
ruling on November 7, 2018 
requiring the 6th Congres-
sional District boundaries to 
be redrawn so that there is 
“geographic contiguity, com-
pactness, regard for natural 
boundaries and boundaries of 
political subdivisions, and re-
gard for geographic and other 
communities of interest – and 
without considering how citi-
zens are registered to vote or 
have voted in the past or what 
political party they belong.”

If a high school student can 
get it, we can only hope the 
Supreme Court or the Mary-
land General Assembly will.

Crossover Week Is An Essential First Hurdle

In theater, we have a time 
known as tech week when 
we feel like gods because 

we create whole worlds in 
six days, and on the seventh 
day, we do two shows. I have 
discovered that this world also 
exists in the General Assem-
bly and it’s called “crossover 
week,” when the hopes and 
dreams of so many legislators 
and advocates can be made or 
broken with the single deci-
sion of the calendar.

I will admit that this first 
session, I kept my schedule 
wide open, not knowing how 
the daily ebb and flow would 
look. During crossover week, 
I saw the wisdom of that deci-
sion. Much like theater, where 
we spend a good deal of time 
in what we call the “hurry up 

and wait” time, the General 
Assembly holds hearings at 
lightning pace, making me 
grateful for the committee 
and subcommittee process, 
which vets the bills so that we 
are voting on the best product 
by the time a bill reaches the 
floor. However, in committee, 
hearings stretch out into the 
late hours, and as the days 
grow longer, the questions 
grow scarcer as the deadline 
looms large on the horizon.

Crossover is the deadline 
by which all bills must have 
crossed from their originat-
ing chamber to the other side 
to guarantee the bills get a 
hearing in both chambers. 
Unlike Congress, which is in 
session throughout the year, 
we are in session for only 90 
days and we consider close to 
3,000 bills per session, so this 
is an essential first hurdle to 
surpass if the bill has a hope of 
becoming law.

In my committee, health 

and government operations, 
we found the date advanta-
geous. Some bills that had 
languished for years found 
compromise between the 
advocates as they looked 
at the possibility that their 
efforts would stall in commit-
tee and go back in a drawer 
for another year. We always 
have the interim in which to 
act, but after enough interses-
sions, the desire to get it done 
can make a good bill great in a 
matter of a few meetings.

There are surprises, floor 
debates and last-minute 
emergency bills that super-
sede the regular calendar, 
which is more a guideline 
than a full-stop rule. And, of 
course, the calendar itself is a 
bit of a trippy time warp when 
our phones say it is March 25 
and our floor calendars say it’s 
March 17, giving us a second 
opportunity for the “wearing 
of the green.”

As a theater maker, I am fas-

cinated with the process and 
the rhythm of the work, but 
as an elected official, seated by 
the voters of District 33, I am 
so honored every day to be a 
part of the drama and of the 
history we are writing. It is an 
exhilarating pace at which we 
work and a grueling schedule, 
but knowing every day that we 
are making policy decisions 
that will have a meaningful, 
positive impact on the lives 
of Marylanders is some of the 
most rewarding work I have 
ever done.

In the coming weeks, I’ll 
write more about our legisla-
tive victories and retreats, 
as we are never completely 
defeated, because as we say in 
the legislature, “there’s always 
next year.” My door is always 
open and I’m always happy 
to answer a question from 
a constituent. Now back to 
committee. We have another 
few hundred bills to consider 
before Sine Die!

Michael 
Malone
Delegate

District 33

Heather 
Bagnall
Delegate

District 33

Changes In Anne Arundel County

Happy spring to ev-
eryone! Along with 
the change of sea-

son, there are new ideas and 
positive changes happening 
at the Anne Arundel County 
Sheriff’s Office. We are start-
ing to implement plans and 
forge partnerships that will 
improve delivery of service, 
better protect our communi-
ties, and strengthen court-
house security.

The first 100 days in office 
were busy, and we faced chal-
lenges to begin the process of 
modernizing and moving the 
office forward. After being 
sworn in December 2018, 
I quickly worked with my 
team to review the budget, 
identify deficiencies and as-
sess agency needs. We faced 
significant problems with 
lagging technology, a signifi-
cant lack of strategic plan-
ning and a budget projected 
to be significantly overspent 
by the end of the fiscal year. 
We are fortunate to have 
such dedicated employees in 
the sheriff’s office and county 
government, who moved 
quickly to help implement 
much needed change.

I have to thank the county 
Office of Information Tech-
nology for its fast action to 
replace aging computers and 
monitors, which have already 
improved efficiency and en-
hanced courthouse security. 

To address the looming bud-
get shortfall, I implemented 
spending controls that have 
already reduced the projected 
shortage. No modern govern-
ment agency or business can 
move forward without a stra-
tegic plan, which did not ex-
ist in the sheriff’s office. That 
strategy is now being written 
and will help guide agency 
planning for years to come.

Perhaps one of the most 
significant changes at the 
sheriff’s office during the 
first few months has been the 
addition of new Chief Deputy 
Francis Tewey. The chief 
deputy position, which holds 
the rank of colonel, is the 
second-highest position in 
the office and is appointed by 
the sheriff. Colonel Tewey is a 
30-year veteran law enforce-
ment officer who retired at 
the rank of captain from the 
Anne Arundel County Police 
Department on February 28, 
2019. He was appointed to his 
position in the sheriff’s office 
on March 1. Colonel Tewey 
has a wealth of knowledge, 
particularly in law enforce-
ment technology, and will 
be an incredible asset to the 
sheriff’s office. He is a gradu-
ate of Salisbury University, 
with a bachelor’s degree 
in mathematics. Colonel 
Tewey is a dedicated husband 
and father, and commits a 
significant amount of his 
time to the service of others. 
He is the director of the Law 
Enforcement Torch Run for 
Special Olympics Maryland 
and has been working with 
Special Olympics programs 

for 10 years. Although he 
just started with the office 
in March, Tewey worked on 
my transition team since 
December 2018. He has been 
a driving force in forming 
the new direction for the 
sheriff’s office.

During my campaign, I 
promised to address the 
increased number of out-
standing warrants in our 
county. We have gathered 
data, looked at innovative 
approaches and are quickly 
formulating the plan to begin 
to reduce the backlog. As 
part of the plan, the county 
cable show known as “Anne 
Arundel’s Most Wanted” is 
changing to “On The Look-
out.” The new show will not 
highlight just a few wanted 
subjects. Instead, there will 
be dozens of names and 
faces, along with informa-
tion to help sheriff’s depu-
ties locate wanted persons 
throughout the county and in 
our neighborhoods. The show 
will also include a new war-
rant tip line to allow viewers 
to immediately call and leave 
an anonymous message with 
information about someone 
highlighted on the program. 
The tip line is 410-LOOK-
OUT (410-566-5688) and 
will be active when the show 
airs in April.

Stay tuned to the show 
and stay informed about 
the important role the Anne 
Arundel County Sheriff’s 
Office plays in keeping our 
communities safe. And 
remember, I’ll see you “on 
the lookout!”

Jim Fredericks
County Sheriff
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We are excited 
to announce 
our new-

est members of the 
chamber: Document 
Roadmap LLC, Eco 
Interior Maintenance, 
Magothy Payments, 
GYMGUYZ Severna 
Park, Asbury Church 
Assistance Network, 
and 5Linx.

On February 13, we 
held a ribbon cutting cer-
emony to celebrate the 
grand opening of Lisa’s 
Cakepops in Severna 
Park. Lisa’s Cakepops 
is the brainchild of Lisa 
Schneiderman, a for-
mer stockbroker turned 
baker. She produces 
magical, creative and 
delicious pops for any oc-
casion, and the pops are 
heavenly. You can order 
specialty custom pops or 
purchase directly from 
her store. Visit her at 836 
Ritchie Highway, Suite 
16, in Severna Park.

On February 14, we 
held a ribbon cutting 
for ASMM and Digital 
Marketing’s new head-
quarters in Millersville. 
Ann Brennan and her 
team are superb marke-
teers with vast experi-
ence in getting organiza-

tions noticed on social 
media. Ann is also the 
founder of Burgers and 
Bands for Suicide Pre-
vention. Her mission 
is to open the dialogue 
with young people by 
working in the schools, 
and to bring awareness 
to the community. Please 
attend their upcoming 
fundraising event at 
Severna Park Taphouse 
on Sunday, May 19, from 
11:00am–8:00pm. Bands 
will play all day. Tickets 
can be purchased on 
Eventbrite.

On March 13, we held 
a Successful Women in 
Business luncheon with 
the Pasadena Business 
Association and the 
Northern Anne Arundel 
County Chamber of 
Commerce at La Fon-
taine Bleue in Glen 
Burnie. More than 50 
women attended and 
networked.

On March 26, Ann 
Brennan of ASMM pre-
sented “Digital Market-
ing Strategies” to more 
than 25 attendees. The 
lunch was held at the 
wonderful Romilo’s in 
Severna Park. Visit our 
chamber Facebook page 
for a video of Ann’s in-
formative presentation.

We have four Gold 
sponsors for our Shop 
Local Fun Fiesta, to 
be held on May 4 from 

Chamber Update

Many people dream 
of making the big 
time: represent-

ing clients in high-profile 
court cases, offering their 
services to professional 
athletes, booking tours for 
world-renowned bands. Scott 
Gardiner, founding partner 
of Gardiner & Appel Group, 
has always maintained the 
opposite mindset. He enjoys 
helping the little guy — a 
task he set out to accomplish 
after opening his accounting 
firm from his basement in 
April 1979.

“I’ve always had a great 
respect for the entrepreneur-
ial spirit,” Gardiner said. “In 
those days, retail was pretty 

healthy. It takes a lot of 
courage to start a small busi-
ness. Plumbers, electricians, 
contractors, restaurant own-
ers — I’ve always had a great 
deal of admiration for them.”

Gardiner found a niche by 
offering help to small busi-
nesses while other accoun-

tants were chasing bigger 
clients. He moved to an office 
on Baltimore Annapolis 
Boulevard and was joined in 
1998 by Karl Appel. The two 
met while Scott was coaching 
their daughters in soccer for 
the Green Hornets.

“I wanted someone with 

the same mindset to support 
small businesses,” Gardiner 
said. “Karl worked hard, and 
four years ago, he became the 
managing partner.”

Appel aided Gardiner in 
the mission to help clients 
with not only tax prepara-

For 40 Years, Gardiner & Appel Group 
Has Invested In Small Businesses

(L-R) Karl Appel, Patrick Cassilly, Debbie Feather and Scott Gardiner, along with Tom Cleaver (not pictured), are 
the principals at Gardiner & Appel Group, which has served the community for 40 years.

Liz League
CEO 

GSPACC

By Zach Sparks

Retail therapy — that’s 
how Coterie, a Bou-
tique owner and fash-

ion curator Bess Clark refers 
to the process of shopping 
at her store. Since opening 
her business five years ago, 
Clark has steered women 
away from the impulse buy 
and instead swayed their at-
tention to clothing that fits 
their lifestyle and shape.

“As women, we have 
to do hair, makeup, get 

the kids ready or feed the 
dog,” Clark said. “Getting 
dressed, you want to look 
good, but it should take only 
five minutes.”

For five years, she has 
brought contemporary 
women’s clothing to Anne 
Arundel County, a market 
that was noticeably lacking 
when compared with Los 
Angeles, where she spent 
eight years working for a 
corporate law firm.

“The cool part is that older 
women are realizing what 

contemporary clothing is,” 
Clark said. “Our 50-and-over 
client base is expanding. 
Our clothes fit all ages, but 
it’s young and fresh. And it’s 
not missy.”

After celebrating Coterie’s 
fifth anniversary with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony on 
March 8, Clark reflected on 
her journey. She opened her 
first shop on Mountain Road 
in March 2014 and moved to 
the Magothy Gateway shop-
ping center in June 2017, 

Five Years In, Coterie Still Tailors 
Its Approach To The Customer

Coterie, a Boutique employees celebrated the shop’s fifth anniversary on March 8 with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony attended by customers and members of the business community.

By Maya Pottiger

For the last 10 years, 
Mosquito Squad has 
been protecting Severna 

Park from pesky pests.
Through a variety of ser-

vices, Mosquito Squad helps 
safeguard homes against 
mosquitoes, ticks and fleas.

Now the business is 
gearing up for its busi-
est season, which is April 
through October.

“The ticks come out as soon 
as it gets warm, so that’s 
why we start in April,” said 
Kendra Burnett, owner of 
Mosquito Squad. “But we get 
really busy around Memorial 
Day, and that’s when people 
are opening their pools and 
it’s getting warm enough to 
be outside every day.”

To combat ticks, pest con-
trol experts from Mosquito 
Squad visit property to install 
tick tubes, which are placed 
in April and August. They 
are focused on the hatch-
ing periods to help prevent 
Lyme disease.

For mosquitoes, the com-
pany has a variety of prod-
ucts and plans to help control 
the pests in any backyard.

The most popular plan, 
Burnett said, is the sea-
sonal barrier spray: Mosquito 
Squad comes out to treat your 
property every three weeks. 
The staff also offers “event 
sprays,” which are one-time 
services if you’re looking to 
treat your property before 

hosting a wedding, gradua-
tion party or outdoor event.

“Our biggest struggle is, in 
the news, everyone’s always 
like, ‘pesticide, pesticide, 
pesticide,’ so it gives people a 
negative [connotation],” Bur-
nett said. “They don’t really 
understand there’s thousands 
of pesticides out there, and 
not every one is the same.”

Mosquito Squad offers 

The Buzz Around Town: 
Mosquito Squad Turns 10

Kendra Burnett, owner of Mosquito Squad, provides pest 
control to yards all over the Pasadena and Severna Park areas.

By Darrell Mak

Severna Park native 
Mike McNealey, who 
was one of three part-

ners who owned and oper-
ated Severna Park Automo-
tive for the past 20 years, 
became sole proprietor of 
the shop this past Octo-
ber after his two former 
partners, Lonny Wiezorek 
and Andrew Wollentin, both 
retired from the business.

“Our lease was coming 
due and had to be renegoti-
ated, so we thought it was 
a good breaking point to 
buy them out,” said Mc-
Nealey. “It was good timing. 
Everything was coordinated 
together.”

McNealey developed 
an interest in automotive 
mechanics at a young age. 
He was raised in Severna 
Park and attended Severna 
Park elementary, middle 
and high schools. But dur-
ing high school, he had an 
opportunity to take classes 
at the Center for Applied 
Technology at South River 
High School. High school 
students can attend CAT 
as a part of their regular 
daily schedule and earn 

credits required for gradu-
ation. McNealey graduated 
specializing in automotive 
technology and spoke highly 
of the program.

“The vocational program 
worked very well for me,” 
attested McNealey. “There’s 
a shortage of mechan-
ics today, and I encourage 
kids to consider vocational 
training.”

Immediately after gradu-
ating high school in 1979, 
McNealey started work-

ing at a Shell gas station 
that occupied the current 
location of Severna Park Au-
tomotive, putting his newly 
attained vocational skills 
to work, where he started 
working with fellow employ-
ees Wiezorek and Wollentin. 
When the owner of the Shell 
station decided to retire in 
1998, the trio bought the 
business, removed the gas 
tanks and pumps to focus 
solely on auto repair and 

McNealy Becomes Sole Proprietor 
Of Severna Park Automotive

Severna Park native McNealey developed an interest in 
automotive mechanics at a young age. 
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When doing something 
you’ve never done before, it’s 
easy to procrastinate, espe-
cially if you don’t know what 
to expect. Unfortunately, 
meeting with a financial 
professional and planning 
for retirement is often put 
off for this very reason. I’ve 
had many people meet with 
me for the first time just 
months before retiring, which 
can contribute to feelings of 
anxiousness, because they feel 
as if they are rushing through 
the planning process.

As a retirement special-
ist, I want you to walk into 
your retirement party with 
a swagger, fully confident in 
your future! To do this, the 
best time to start looking for 
a retirement planner is five 
to 10 years before you plan to 
retire. I’ve outlined the five 
things you can expect to be 
asked at your first meeting 

with a retirement planner, and 
I’ve explained why each item 
is important when creating an 
effective and realistic plan.
•	Retirement Timeline
•	Goals and Dreams
•	Family Budget
•	Statements and Documents
•	Questions
•	Retirement Timeline

You do not need to have a 
specific retirement date in 
mind, but having a general 
idea of when you’d like to stop 
working is important. You’ll 
set goals and benchmarks 
for preparing for retirement, 
and if you begin planning 10 
years out, your action items 
will be different from what 
they would be if you are five 

Five Things You Must Do Before 
Meeting With A Retirement Planner

Jason LaBarge
Premier 

Planning Group

“When building your 
list of your retirement 
goals and dreams, 
make sure that they 
are what you want 
and what you value. ”

 »Continued on A18
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SPRING IS ON THE WAY AND 

LIFE IS IN FULL BLOOM  
AT FIVE STAR

715 Benfield Road • Severna Park, MD 21146

410-729-1600

www.HeartlandsAssistedLiving.com
ASS ISTED L IV IN G  •  MEMO R Y CA R E 

R EHA BIL ITA T IO N
©2019 Five Star Senior Living

Fresh air means fresh opportunities at Heartlands at Severna Park. 
Whether you’re looking for more relaxation this spring or new activities 
with friends, we’ve got it all. Enjoy a chef-prepared meal in our dining 
room, join your friends for a Lifestyle360 class, or simply put your feet up 
and relax while we take care of the housekeeping. With a dedicated team 
of professionals, maintenance-free living, and our signature Warmth & 
Hospitality, you’ll fall in love with our lifestyle.

Call to discover the new opportunities waiting for you.

Kent Island
1919 Main Street
Chester, MD 21619
(443) 261-2500

MIlleRsVIlle
8432 Veterans Highway, Suite A
Millersville, MD 21108
(443) 274-1900

seVeRna PaRK
650 Ritchie Highway, Suite 100
Severna Park, MD 21146
(410) 544-8800

RE/MAX Executive is 3 offices strong. With over 80 agents to serve your real estate needs, we
are ready to assist with your next move. Call or stop by today and find out how we can help.

community
shredding day

saturday, april 27th
8-11 am – severna Park office

650 Ritchie Highway

1 - 4 pm – millersville office
8432 Veterans Highway

doing more from

for sale to sold
That’s the sign of a RE/MAX agent

free

Bring your old tax returns, 
bank statements, work papers 
and more! You can shred your 

documents FREE at our Millersville 
and Severna Park offices.

Enjoy FREE 
hamburgers and 

hotdogs. Enter our raffle 
to win great prizes!

11:00am to 3:00pm in Park 
Plaza. They are SERVPRO 
of Annapolis/Severna 
Park, Kogen Dojo in 
Severna Park, the Jing 
Ying Institute of Kung 
Fu & Tai Chi in Arnold, 
and Repke Fitness in 
Millersville. Each spon-
sor will present a check 
for $500 to their charity 
of choice. Bronze spon-
sors include Mathnasium 
in Severna Park and 
Honey Baked Ham in 
Severna Park.

We look forward to 
seeing you at our Shop 
Local Fun Fiesta, where 
we will have local busi-
nesses exhibiting from a 
wide range of professions, 
face painting, a photo 
booth, games, demonstra-
tions, performances, food, 
giveaways, K-9 demos, 
fast pitch, pedal cars, a 
cake walk and more. We 
encourage members of 
the community to bring 

donations (cash, gift 
cards or food) for SPAN, a 
service organization that 
helps needy families in 
our neighborhoods. Your 
donation gets you a free 
photo in the photo booth.

Our Fourth of July 
Parade has been a cher-
ished tradition for decades, 
and this year will not 
disappoint. Our theme is 
“Let Freedom (B)ring – 

Celebrating America’s 
and Our Community’s 
Generosity.”

We would love to have 
you as a member of our 
chamber, as we know the 
value that small busi-
nesses and local organiza-
tions bring to the health 
of our community. Call us 
at 410-647-3900 or info@
gspacc.com or visit www.
gspacc.com.

Love The Voice? Why 
Not Contribute?

The Voice is always look-
ing to add to our group of 
talented community writ-
ers and photographers. If 
you have the skill to write 
a news story, love the local 
community and want to be 
a part of it in a way you’ve 
never been before — send 
us an email with your 
resume. Be sure to also 

include at least two writ-
ing samples.

We’re also on the look-
out for talented shutter-
bugs with a digital SLR 
to attend local events on 
assignment. Send an email 
with some sample images 
or a link to images online. 
Email us today at spvnews@
severnaparkvoice.com.

Chamber Update
 »Continued from A15

an all-natural spray that it 
uses to treat properties. The 
company stays educated on 
practices that are safest for 
the environment, as well as 
keeping track of pollinators 
to know what to avoid.

“We pride ourselves on our 
customer service. We know 
we have the best customer 
service out there,” Burnett 
said. “Our reviews are very 
good, and we’re very at-
tentive to our customers. 
They always know when 
we’re coming.”

A question frequently 
posed to Mosquito Squad is 
“Why should I do this if my 
neighbors aren’t? How does 

it work?” The truth is that 
mosquitoes and ticks can’t 
travel far, so if they are on 
your property, it’s most likely 
because they hatched there.

Mosquitoes need still water 
to survive, so an easy way to 
help control the population 
on your own is by making 
sure to “pick up” the water 
after rainfall, Burnett said. 
If you have tarps covering 
grills, holsters under flower-
pots or toys that collect wa-
ter, make sure to dump them 
every three to five days.

As a franchise, Mosquito 
Squad donates to the Malaria 
No More organization, which 
is working to end Malaria 
worldwide.

Locally, Mosquito Squad 
donates to area schools 
and fire departments. The 
company donated a cer-
tificate for a full season 
service to the Severna Park 
Community Center gala’s 
silent auction.

Burnett grew up in Pasa-
dena, and now she is raising 
her family in the community.

“This is where we live,” 
Burnett said. “The word of 
mouth, that travels. Commu-
nities are very tight-knit, and 
the best marketing we have is 
word of mouth.”

For more information, call 
Mosquito Squad at 410-317-
8385, or visit www.mosqui-
tosquad.com.

welcoming more foot traffic.
While business has grown, 

so have the challenges, such 
as the expanding presence of 
online retailers.

“I’m able to do what an 
algorithm doesn’t,” Clark 
said. “What fits their body? 
What will look good on 
them? I can find some-
thing they wouldn’t pick, 
something outside their 
comfort zone that looks 
great on them.”

Coterie, a Boutique is now 
offering what Clark calls 
Prime Styling, a mix of ser-
vices like wardrobe assess-
ment, portrait sessions and 
a body changes consultation.

“I’m bringing fashion to 
people’s front door,” she 
said. “I’m not just going to 
show up with a box and say, 
‘Maybe you like it, maybe 
you don’t.’”

Clark travels to market-
places across the nation to 
handpick clothing and ac-
cessories that fit her clients’ 

tastes. Her goal is to keep 
her store stocked with high-
quality items that are af-
fordable and stylish without 
being overly trendy.

“People pay more for name 
recognition and label recog-
nition,” Clark said. “Other 
places will private-label 
clothing and charge what 
they want. I don’t do that. If 
you’re label conscious, this 
isn’t the place for you. We 
carry some name brands, 
like Levi, but value is impor-
tant to women. I’m going to 
cater to that.”

Looking toward the fu-
ture of her business, Clark 
said it will keep evolving 
but with the same core 
mission of offering con-
temporary clothing and a 
shopping experience that is 
personalized, comfortable 
and fair for the customer.

“We’ll never back down 
from having honesty and 
integrity and being the 
antithesis of retail,” Clark 
said. “I’m not here to rip 

people off.”
Her greatest success over 

the last five years is thriving 
in the age of online sales and 
“keeping up with the ever-
changing retail landscape to 
make sure we don’t become 
another victim of the retail 
apocalypse.”

“To keep brick and mortar 
alive and well is important 
for communities,” Clark 
said. “Successful businesses 
build stronger communities.

“I’m proud to see more 
clothing boutiques open-
ing in the area,” she added. 
“That means that we’ve 
all decided we are worth 
having these types of busi-
nesses in our area. Five 
years ago, that seemed 
crazy to so many people. 
That evolution of thought 
is probably what I’m most 
proud of.”

Coterie, a Boutique is 
located in the Magothy 
Gateway shopping center 
at 147c Ritchie Highway in 
Severna Park.

Mosquito Squad is gearing up for its busiest season, which is April through October.

Coterie Tailors Its Approach

The Buzz Around Town: Mosquito Squad Turns 10 Years Old
 »Continued from A15
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High Volume 
Imaging 

The Baltimore/
Washington

Newest Full Line 
Canon Dealership

Lease a New 
Copier and 
Receive a

FREE
iPad

(make sure to mention this offer) 

Local Company 
Locally Owned

Call for our Grand 
Opening pricing

240-401-3117

tion and planning but also 
the everyday ins and outs of 
running a business.

“They need advice on 
pricing, marketing, book-
keeping and tax planning,” 
Gardiner said.

Over the years, the staff 
has grown to 15 employees, 
and Gardiner and Appel 
treat their employees well 
to ensure their services for 
the long-term. They value 
their employees, who in 
turn deliver great service to 
their clients.

The firm has secured many 
new clients while still keep-
ing Gardiner’s first client, 
a pet food supply company. 

Technology has continued 
to shape the accounting 
industry. “When I started, 
we were doing tax returns by 
hand,” Gardiner said. “Now, 
almost all of our tax returns 
are filed electronically.”

Since that time, the part-
ners never waned in their 
fervent belief that small 
businesses are valuable to 
the community. Gardiner & 
Appel Group continues to be 
involved in many aspects of 
the community.

Gardiner has served as the 
past president of Severna 
Park, Annapolis and North-
ern Anne Arundel County 
chambers of commerce. He 
has volunteered to judge 

floats during the Severna 
Park Fourth of July Parade 
and been a guest chef during 
chamber cookouts.

Appel is on the board of 
directors for the Greater 
Severna Park and Arnold 
Chamber of Commerce. He 
serves on the Anne Arundel 
County Ethics Commis-
sion and as the treasurer 
of the Chartwell Golf & 
Country Club.

“We live and work in the 
area,” Appel said, “and it’s 
important for us to be part 
of the community. We are lo-

cated in the heart of Severna 
Park, and one of the high-
lights of the year is enter-
taining friends and clients 
during the annual Fourth of 
July Severna Park parade.”

Forty years have come 
and gone, but the partners 
at Gardiner & Appel have 
stayed committed to their 
roots, helping local busi-
nesses prosper.

“There’s no end in sight,” 
Gardiner said. “With Karl at 
the helm, he is going to steer 
it in the right direction and it 
will continue to grow.”

Members of the Greater Severna Park and Arnold Chamber of Commerce, along with 
public dignitaries and other community supporters, gathered for the grand opening of 
Lisa’s Cakepops, located at 836 Ritchie Highway, Suite 16, in Severna Park.

Lisa’s Cakepops Makes Severna 
Park A Little Sweeter

Ann Brennan, owner of Ann’s Social Media & Marketing, greeted a crowd of GSPACC 
members, elected officials and other well-wishers for the official opening of her business’ 
new office at 413 Headquarters Drive, Suite 4, in Millersville.

Ann’s Social Media & Marketing 
Logs In To The Community

Ribbon Cuttings

• IRS representation
• Penalty abatement
• Offer in compromise 
• Installment agreements 
• Innocent or injured spouse relief 
• Currently not collectible 
• Audit representation 
• Unfiled tax return preparation 
• Driver’s license & registration hold 

410.647.7777
570 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd. | Severna Park, MD | www.gardinerappelgroup.com

Tom Cleaver
Enrolled Agent, Partner

Owe Taxes?
STOP WORRYING - CALL US TODAY!

GARDINER & APPEL 
GROUP, INC.

CPAs • Tax Accountants • Business Counselors 

You may qualify for the IRS 
Fresh Start Program and the 
MD 2015 Tax Amnesty Program

Owe Taxes? 
We Can Help 

Free Initial Consultation
• IRS representation
• Penalty abatement
• Offer in compromise
• Installment agreements
• Innocent or injured 

spouse relief
• Currently not collectible
• Audit representation
• Unfiled tax return 

preparation
• Driver’s license & 

registration hold
You may qualify for the IRS
Fresh Start Program

Tom Cleaver
Enrolled Agent, Partner

Certified Tax Resolution Specialist

CPAs • Enrolled Agents • Business Counselors

• IRS representation
• Penalty abatement
• Offer in compromise 
• Installment agreements 
• Innocent or injured spouse relief 
• Currently not collectible 
• Audit representation 
• Unfiled tax return preparation 
• Driver’s license & registration hold 

410.647.7777
570 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd. | Severna Park, MD | www.gardinerappelgroup.com

Tom Cleaver
Enrolled Agent, Partner

Owe Taxes?
STOP WORRYING - CALL US TODAY!

GARDINER & APPEL 
GROUP, INC.

CPAs • Tax Accountants • Business Counselors 

You may qualify for the IRS 
Fresh Start Program and the 
MD 2015 Tax Amnesty Program

Gardiner & Appel Group Has Invested In Small Businesses
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maintenance, and renamed 
the establishment Severna 
Park Automotive.

When McNealey bought 
out his partners, not 
much changed, and all of 
the company’s employee 
stayed. “I was very for-
tunate to maintain the 
same crew, some of whom 
have been here for 30 to 35 
years,” he said.

McNealey values strong 
community ties and is 
expanding his neighbor-
hood outreach efforts. 
“We’re giving back to the 
community and helping the 

people who support Severna 
Park,” he said.

Severna Park Automo-
tive has developed a loyal 
customer following over the 
years. It has been named 
No. 1 auto repair facility for 
nine consecutive years from 
Severna Park Voice’s Best 
Of contest.

“We’ve served multiple 
generations of families,” 
lauded McNealey. “The neat 
part is that we’re in such 
a relationship business. I 
started out my career work-
ing on the grandparent’s 
car; now I’m working on the 
grandkid’s car.”

McNealy Becomes 
Sole Proprietor

 »Continued from A15
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Calling All Local Photographers! 
Do you love capturing the excitement of community 
events with the click of your camera? The Voice wants 

your talent! To join our list of freelance photographers, 
send an email to spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com 
with “Photographer” in the subject line, and be 

sure to include a few samples of your work.
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Putting off retirement planning? 
It's time to address the elephant in the room.

If you're 5-10 years out from retiring (or closer!), it's time to start planning. 
Don't wait and rush the process; give yourself the gift of time. 

Jason LaBarge can help create your plan to reach your retirement goals. 
CALL 443.837.2542 TO ATTEND A  SOCIAL SECURITY & 

RETIREMENT PLANNING SEMINAR 

JASON LABARGE 
Financial Professional & Certified National Social Security Advisor 
We help you retire with more than just money. 
115 West Street, Suite 400 Annapolis, MD 

www.JasonLaBarge.com
Premier Planning Group is an independent firm with securities offered through Summit Brokerage Services, Inc., Member FINRA, SIPC 443.837.2520 

April 23 and 24 at 6:30 pm 
at Ruth's Chris in Odenton

years or one year out from 
retirement.

A longer planning period 
helps ensure that nothing is 
missed and things are done 
in a timely manner. I like my 
clients to start living their 
retirement budget six months 
before they stop working. 
We then meet six and three 
months out from their retire-
ment date for an income 
planning session and to 
double-check that everything 
is in place.

Some things, such as Social 
Security, pension plans and 
Medicare, require time to 
get started. For example, the 
Social Security Administra-
tion suggests that you file 
three months before your 
retirement date. Knowing 
your retirement timelines 
and planning ahead gives 
you a much better chance of 
seeing your goals and dreams 
come true.

Goals and Dreams
When building your list 

of your retirement goals and 

dreams, make sure that they 
are what you want and what 
you value. This should not be a 
list of things you “think” you 
should want to do, because 
“everyone else is doing it.” 
This is your own personal 
list of what is most impor-
tant to you.

You should include the 
travel and fun you’ve always 
wanted to do, but you should 
consider things like what as-
sistance, if any, you would like 
to provide to your children 
and grandchildren, if leav-
ing a legacy is important to 
you. Thinking about your 
goals and dreams before your 
first meeting will give your 
financial professional a good 
understanding from which 
to create a realistic budget for 
your future.

Family Budget
Most people have no idea 

what their budget needs to 
be in retirement and the 
standard “80 percent of your 
current salary” may or may 
not be accurate, because it 
doesn’t take your personal 

circumstances into consider-
ation. When clients present 
their family budget to me, it’s 
not my job to judge whether 
their line items stay or go; it’s 
my job to help you plan for 
those expenses in every stage 
of retirement.

Due to space restrictions, 
I can’t go into detail on my 
three stages of retirement, but 
here is a quick overview:
•	Go-Go Years: Just re-

tired, healthy, and ready 
to do everything you’ve 
been putting off, such as 
traveling and new hobbies. 
Expenses are usually a bit 
higher during this stage of 
retirement.
•	Slow-Go Years: Start 

slowing down, travel less, 
and spending typically 
slows down.
•	No-Go Years: Health and 

long-term care become your 
biggest risks and affording 
medical care becomes your 
biggest concern.
To make sure your money 

will last through retirement, 
a planner should look at your 
family budget and help you de-

termine how much you need. 
It can be difficult to estimate 
inflation and project costs 20 
to 30 years out, but starting 
with your current family bud-
get gives them a head start.

Statements and 
Documents

If you are meeting with a 
retirement planner, it makes 
sense to take your various 
statements and documents 
with you. It may surprise you, 
however, what your finan-
cial professional will learn 
from them.

Bring the last few years 
of tax returns, 401(k) state-
ments, savings account and 
brokerage account state-
ments, any life insurance or 
long-term care insurance 
policies, etc.

When we ask for your retire-
ment account statements, it’s 
not so much to see the dollar 
amounts (although that’s 
important); it’s to see how 
your money is allocated. Is it 
a 401(k), 403(b), Roth IRA or 
traditional IRA? How aggres-
sively or conservatively have 

you allocated your money? All 
of these questions will help 
give your retirement planner a 
baseline for your finances and 
an idea for your risk tolerance. 
This allows them to create a 
personalized plan that will 
cover your desired retirement 
budget while also anticipating 
some questions and concerns 
you may have.

Questions
In the weeks or days leading 

up to your first meeting with 
a retirement planner, you 
should start writing a list of 
questions you have. It’s so easy 
to forget once you’re sitting 
in their office, but having 
your questions written down 
will ensure you don’t forget 
anything. No question is 
stupid, so make sure you ask 
your questions! This is your 
time to not only talk about 
your retirement but also get 
to know the financial profes-
sional and decide if his or her 
approach and philosophy to 
retirement planning falls in 
line with your own.

Interestingly enough, most 

people put off meeting with 
a retirement planner out of 
fear that they will learn they 
haven’t “saved enough” to 
retire, but worrying won’t 
change anything. If you start 
your planning process early, 
you’ll know what you’re really 
working with and can take 
concrete steps to get where 
you want to be. The first step 
to gaining confidence in your 
future is to start the plan-
ning process, and that starts 
with your first meeting with 
a retirement planner.

Premier Planning Group is an 
independent firm with securi-
ties offered through Summit 
Brokerage Services, Inc., Mem-
ber FINRA, SIPC. 443-837-
2520. Opinions expressed are 
that of the author and are not 
endorsed by the named broker 
dealer or its affiliates. The 
information in this article is not 
intended as tax or legal advice, 
and it may not be relied on for 
the purpose of avoiding any 
federal tax penalties. You are 
encouraged to seek tax or legal 
advice from an independent 
professional advisor.

Five Things You Must Do Before Meeting With A Retirement Planner
 »Continued from A15
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By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The Severna Park soft-
ball team is picking up 
right where it left off.

Ten months after crowning 
the program in a dominant 
run to a state championship, 
the Falcons have started hot 

in 2019. Wins over Howard, 
Broadneck, Arundel and 
South River have the Falcons 
at 4-0 entering April.

“They’ve been very calm,” 
said head coach Meredith 
McAlister, asked what has 
stood out from the Falcons’ 
early-spring efforts thus far. 
“We haven’t gotten out to 

great starts in some of these 
games, we’ve let a couple runs 
on the board, but then we’ve 
made adjustments, they’ve 
made adjustments up at the 
plate to kind of rebound and 
put some more on the board 
and get some breathing 
room. They don’t really get 
pressured. They stay kind of 

level and blue-headed, and 
they support each other no 
matter what.”

Severna Park’s 10-2 win 
over South River at home 
on March 29 was a perfect 
example. The Seahawks 
got out to a 2-0 lead on two 
hits in the first inning, but 

No Letup: Severna Park Softball 
Looking Strong Early In Title Defense

Photos by Colin Murphy

Left: Olivia Driver had three hits against South River in a 10-2 win on March 29. Center: Kylie Dingess pitched six innings 
and got the win over the Seahawks. Right: Campbell Kline slid safely into home for Severna Park’s 10th run. 

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

Before, during and after 
the Severna Park boys 
lacrosse team’s home 

game against Kent Island on 
March 27, the Falcons were 
preaching focus, adherence 
to the game plan and execut-
ing with precision.

Junior attackman Mikie 
Harmeyer put it like this: 
“When we stick to the 
course and have good ball 
movement and play as a team 
and play really disciplined, 
that’s when the good looks 
start coming and we really 
start scoring.”

Senior Matt Alton said 

the defense maintains a 
similar mindset: “If we talk 
and focus, it keeps everyone 
playing together.”

The mentality translated 
to the scoreboard. Severna 
Park produced disciplined 
execution on offense and 
clean communication on 
defense to run over the 
visiting Buccaneers with a 
13-3 victory.

Harmeyer led all scorers 
with 5 goals, Jimmy Maher 
had 2 goals and 3 assists, 
Kurt Klaus had 2 goals, 
Shane Carr made 9 saves, 
and the Falcons moved to 2-0 
to start the 2019 year.

Still very early in the 2019 

Falcon Boys Lax ‘Focused, Disciplined’

Photo by Colin Murphy

Severna Park’s Matt Alton and Cameron Bear closed in on 
Kent Island’s Stephen Ruffennach during the Falcons’ 13-3 
win over the Buccaneers on March 27.

Severna Park Girls 
Off To Hot Start

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

If one were to build a la-
crosse team from scratch, 
the wish list might read 

something like this: an ex-
perienced defense, midfield 
speed, multiple offensive 
threats, depth, strong 
goalie play.

Watching the Severna 
Park girls lacrosse team? 
Check, check, check, 
check, check.

It remains to be seen how 
fully the Falcons can breathe 
life into their on-paper 
assets, but Severna Park 
took a positive first step in 
realizing its 2019 potential 
with a 9-8 victory over 
Interscholastic Athletics 
Association of Maryland 
A Conference opponent 
St. Mary’s in Annapolis 
on March 25.

Hunter Chadwick led 
all scorers with four goals, 
while Alex Miller and 
Maddy Brady scored two 
goals each and Julia Putzi 
added a score. Delaney Ott 
anchored a mostly stout 

defensive performance for 
the Falcons with 10 saves.

Bryce Pfundstein led 
St. Mary’s with three goals. 
Gracie Driggs scored 
two goals, and Maggie 
Aumiller, Grayson 
McKenzie and Rosie Davis 
added scores. Jo Torres 
made 8 saves.

Severna Park thwarted a 
late Saints rally to win this 
year’s edition of a mini-
rivalry that has yielded 
productive gameplay 
for both programs over 
the years.

“St. Mary’s is always a 
huge game for us,” said 
Severna Park coach Kaitlyn 
Hines, whose Falcons 
lost last year’s matchup, 
11-10. “Any of our private 
school teams that we play, 
it’s usually some good 
competition.”

Severna Park moved to 
3-0 with an 8-4 win over 
Severn on March 30. Miller 
and Hailey Betch had two 
goals each, while Theresa 
Bragg, Gen Mullervy, 
Rachel Spilker and Brady all 

Photo by Colin Murphy

Severna Park’s Hunter Chadwick attacks the St. Mary’s 
defense on March 25. Chadwick led all scorers with four goals 
in the Falcons’ 9-8 win over the Saints. 

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The Broadneck boys 
basketball team came 
up one win shy of the 

ultimate prize on March 16, 
falling to an exceptionally 
powerful Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School team in the 4A 
state championship game 
at the Xfinity Center on 
the University of Maryland 
campus, 77-48.

The Raiders (24-3) made 
a statement as one of the 
best high school basketball 
teams in Maryland in the 
past five to 10 years by 
capping their season with 
an overwhelming victory. 
Roosevelt received 25 points 
and 14 rebounds from 
William & Mary commit 
Cameron Brown, 13 points 
from Jaamir Butler, 10 
assists from Kyle Rose, 10 
points from Coppin State 
commit Isaiah Gross and 
12 points by Jahari Simon 
in deploying their fast, 
athletic, deep unit to run 
away with a convincing win.

Broadneck saw a team-
high 22 points from 
senior Jamar Young 
and got contributions 
from throughout the 
lineup, showing no fear in 

competing and hanging 
with the Raiders through 
the first 10 minutes of 
play before ultimately 
succumbing to Roosevelt’s 
outsized talent.

“Simply put, I couldn’t be 
any more proud of a group 
of guys,” said Broadneck 
coach John Williams. “I 

was thrilled about the 
season we put together. 
It’s slightly disappointing 
that we came out and 
played in the fashion we 
did, but we give a lot of 
credit to Roosevelt. They’re 
quite a team.”

The final score shows 
that a Broadneck victory 

was always going to be a 
tall order, though there is a 
world in which the Bruins’ 
best game, coupled with a 
Roosevelt off-night, would 
produce a momentous upset 
for the Bruins.

Broadneck (22-6) started 
the game like a team 
looking to fulfill that 

dream. Roosevelt scored 
off the opening tip, but 
Broadneck senior Che 
Colbert came down the 
floor and hit a 3-pointer 
from the right wing to give 
Broadneck a 3-2 lead.

From there, the Bruins 
played free, building an 
improbable lead. Logan 

Vican flew in for an 
offensive rebound and 
stick-back, and Young 
hit an elbow jumper. 
Broadneck led 7-2.

Then, the Bruins let it fly. 
Young hit a 3-pointer from 
the left corner. Senior Nick 
Gatton banged another 3. 
Mike Cantrell launched a 
3 from the wing — swish. 
David Stewart came off 
the bench and hit a 3. A 
discombobulated Roosevelt 
side called timeout as 
Broadneck’s students and 
fans shook the stands with 
vibrant cheering and a 
sense that the Bruins might 
just pull off a wild win. 
Broadneck led 21-18 after 
one quarter.

Even when Brown 
produced the night’s 
highlight — an oh my  
breakaway slam dunk plus a 
foul that sent the Roosevelt 
fans into a frenzy of delight 
— Broadneck responded. 
Andrew Rose hit yet 
another 3-pointer, and the 
game was tied at 26-26 early 
in the second quarter.

“I think we were confident 
with how we handled 
their pressure, it was just 
whether we could sustain 
it,” said Williams.

Broadneck Boys Reflect Proudly On Run To State Final

Photos by Colin Murphy

(L-R) Broadneck seniors Jamar Young, Che Colbert and Mike Cantrell helped power the Bruins to the regular-season 
county championship, the 4A East region championship, a state semifinal victory and an appearance in the state final. 
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Expert care in the 
office you trust.
Your care is our 
primary concern.

Thanks for once again voting us Best Family Practice, 
and for voting Tracy Jansen, M.D. Best Physician!  

•	Convenient	early		
morning,	evening	and	
Saturday	hours

•	Same	day	appointments	
available

•	Pediatric	care

Choose well.

24 Magothy Beach Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
Accepting new patients. Call today to schedule your comprehensive medical exam.

We welcome the addition 
of Sharon Messics, M.D. 
to our practice! She is trained and 
experienced in Internal Medicine 
and sees patients 18 years and 
up, with emphasis on preventive 
methods of improving care.

410.255.2700

The Maryland Primary Care Physicians’ Pasadena practice has been meeting the health care needs of 
this community for over 30 years. Our providers are board certified in family and internal medicine and 

treat patients of all ages: newborn to geriatric, so your whole family can be seen by one practice.

www.MPCP.com

•	Women’s	health

•	Men’s	health

•	Geriatric	care

•	Migraine	BOTOX®	Services

•	Cosmetic	BOTOX®	Services

SOON IT WILL BE

FOR YOUR AIR CONDITIONING
TOO HOT
TO GO OUT

RECEIVE UP TO

$1,700
  IN REBATES*

with the purchase of qualifying equipment!

OR

MD LIC# 16911, AA county # DJ-5647
Offer expires 6/14/2019.
*Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between March 11, 2019 to June 14, 2019. Qualifying items must be installed by June 21, 2019. Rebate claims (with proof of purchase) must be 
submitted (with proof of purchase) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com and approved no later than July 5, 2019. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Visa® prepaid debit card. Card is subject to 
terms and conditions found or referenced on card and expires 12 months after issuance. Conditions apply. See https://www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete rebate terms and 
conditions. **Offer available between March 11, 2019 and June 14, 2019. Requires purchase of qualifying system. Financing available to well-qualified buyers on approved credit. No down payment 
required. 6.99% APR for 120 months, with equal monthly payments. Normal late charges apply. Cannot be combined with any other promotional offer. Minimum loan amount $3,000. Maximum loan 
amount $40,000. You may prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms 
advertised are estimates only. See Truth in Lending disclosures available from lender for more information. 
© 2019 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses. 

FINANCE A NEW LENNOX® SYSTEM 
FOR AS LOW AS

$116 A MONTH!**

410-544-2606
BarstowHvac.com

Family owned and operated since 1980

Washington DC;lwelch;Barstow & Sons Heating and Cooling;B20680-442996;5.3942 x 10.5 -4c (19Sp-B1)

Service-19Sp-Batch1-4c.indd   18 2/20/19   9:33 AM

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The key for the Severna 
Park baseball team in 2019 
is going to be establishing 
consistency.

With plenty of talent 
on the roster, the Falcons 
are off to a 3-2 start with 
wins over St. Mary’s and 
Centennial, but they went 
just 1-2 in three county 
games during the final week 
of March, sandwiching 
losses to Broadneck and 
South River around a win 
over Arundel.

Severna Park’s latest 
effort on March 29 came 
in a loss against a visiting 
South River team that got 
out to an early lead and kept 
the Falcon lineup in check 
for a 3-1 win.

The Seahawks scored two 
runs in the third inning and 
another in the fourth to go 
up 3-0. Corey Bodnar hit 

an RBI double in the fifth 
inning to pull the Falcons 
to within 3-1, but Severna 
Park couldn’t mount any 
further rallies against the 
exceptional pitching of 
South River’s Kavi Caster, 
who pitched 6.2 innings on 
106 pitches, allowing only 
three hits and striking out 
12 to earn the win.

“We need to get better in 
all facets of the game,” said 
Severna Park head coach 
Eric Milton. “In the loss 
against Broadneck, we didn’t 
hit. Then against Arundel, 
we hit but we didn’t play 
defense. Today we didn’t hit 
again. We pitched OK, but 
the pitching wasn’t where 
we wanted it to be. We just 
need to clean everything up 
and work at all three areas.”

In the loss to Broadneck, 
Matt Isaac drove in two 
runs for the Bruins, and 
Nick Gatton pitched a 
complete-game shutout 

victory with eight 
strikeouts and only three 
hits as Broadneck won, 3-0, 
on March 26.

But Severna Park 
rebounded forcefully. The 
Falcons exploded for 13 runs 
on 12 hits in a 13-3 win over 
Arundel on March 27. Junior 
Brendan Simonds belted 
a three-run homer to deep 
right field in the second 
inning, spotting Severna 
Park to a 7-0 lead. Jacob 
Way was 3-for-3 with a walk 
and scored three runs, while 
Camden Handwerger 
had two doubles and scored 
twice and Parker Jones 
had a two-RBI double. 
Mark Sasse had two hits 
and an RBI and scored, 
Jordan Hallet had an RBI 
single, and Josh Horgan 
had a single and scored 
three times.

Evan Lewis was the 
winning pitcher for Severna 
Park against Arundel, 

striking out eight and 
getting his second win of 
the season (St. Mary’s); 
Lewis came on strong in the 
second half of last season 
and has early claim as the 
team’s ace. Lewis, Simonds, 
Handwerger, Jones, Way, 
Wes Adams, Logan 
Harris, Logan Hamer 
and Michael Isakov make 
up Severna Park’s pitching 
battery; Adams and Harris 
pitched decently against 
South River, while Simonds 
struck out eight batters 
against Broadneck.

Against South River, 
Bodnar and Hallet made 
sensational diving catches 
in the outfield, but the bats 
weren’t there to complement 
the workable pitching and 
defense. Simonds said the 
team needs to replicate 
its offensive energy from 
the win over Arundel, 
something it failed to do 
against South River.

“Offensively, we’ve got to 
come out of the gate, get up 
in the dugout, get up in the 
field,” he said. “At Arundel 
we were up, we were vocal, 
we were going into it just 
confident in everything we 
did. [Against South River] 
we came out and we were 
sluggish, and that’s what 
you get when you come out 
like that.”

Handwerger is among a 
large segment of the team 
stepping into starting 
and/or prominent roles 
following the graduation of 
many of last year’s players. 
While the team is relatively 
inexperienced in this 
regard, Handwerger said 
the players are hungry and 
ready to contribute.

“Definitely getting to 
watch last year and see how 
everything works gives us a 
better idea of how we need 
to approach the games and 
how we need to be focused 

and locked in every game,” 
said Handwerger.

The Falcons have runway 
for growth over the next 
two months and the ability 
to make it happen, and 
Milton said it’s all going 
to show in how much 
they want it.

“I think we could get a 
lot better,” he said. “A lot of 
it is going to be mentality 
and work ethic, little things 
like that. If they work at it 
and they want to work at it 
and they want to get better, 
they can get a lot better. 
But, it’s teaching them how 
to do that.”

Simonds believes the 
team will be right back at 
the top of the conversation 
by late May.

“In my mind, we can make 
another run,” he said. “As 
long as we push each other, 
we can do anything we 
want, because this county’s 
for the taking right now.”

Severna Park Baseball Building Experience, Consistency

Photos by Colin Murphy

Ben Litkowski (3) slid safely into home on a double by Corey Bodnar (23) for Severna Park’s lone run in a 3-1 loss to South River on March 29. Wes Adams (9) and Logan Harris pitched for 
Severna Park. Catcher Andrew Bashor (14) eyed a South River pitch in the fifth inning. The Falcons will look to rebound with early-April games against Annapolis, Southern and Northeast.
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campaign, it was easy for 
coach Dave Earl to like what 
his Falcons delivered in the 
winning effort.

“I thought in the first 
half we played really well 
offensively, and defensively 
we were playing like us,” he 
said. “I thought we got away 
from that in the second half 
a little bit, which can be easy 
to do when you have a lead. 
We’ve got to work on staying 
the course and playing 
Severna Park lacrosse for 
48 minutes.”

Even a minute or two of 
lapsed play didn’t offer much 
respite for the visiting Bucs, 
who were greeted with a 5-0 
Falcon scoring barrage to 
open the game. Harmeyer 
dodged two defenders to 
feed Connor Panepianco 
for the game’s opening 
score. He followed with a 
dizzying flurry of moves 
for the Falcons’ second 
goal: a hesitation, shot 
fake, dive toward goal and 
corner snipe to make it 2-0. 
Klaus scored unassisted, 
and Maher scored off a pass 
from Kyle Griffith. Joseph 
Killpatrick closed the first 
quarter by scooping up a 
rebound and punching it into 
net for a 5-0 lead.

In the second quarter, 
Harmeyer scored from an 
almost impossible angle 
before Klaus netted a long-
distance crank. Harmeyer 
scored twice more in the 
quarter — one high, one low 
— on dodges from the left 
side, and Severna Park led 
9-1 at half.

Harmeyer scored 10 goals 
in the Falcons’ 18-0 win 
over Northeast, tying the 
program’s single-game record 
previously set by Trevor 
Patschorke, and has 15 
goals in two games.

He said he’s never reached 
that total in a two-game 
stretch in his life, even 
playing with Green Hornets.

“It’s been a lot of fun, but 
my teammates get me in 
the right position to shoot 
the ball and score, so I owe 
it all to them,” Harmeyer 
said. “Practicing every single 
day, we come out focused 
with the mentality to win. I 
put that on my teammates 
for them allowing me to be 
successful.”

On the defensive end, 

the core group of Alton, 
juniors Mark Bredeck, 
Trent Bellotte and Ben 
Morgan and senior Niles 
Tinsley kept Kent Island 
largely frustrated. Buccaneer 
possessions became fruitless 
wheel-spinning that ended 
in stick checks, double teams 
and ground balls. When Kent 
Island was able to get a look, 
senior goalkeeper Carr was 
in position, stonewalling 
the Bucs with a collection of 
excellent saves.

Alton praised Carr’s 
leadership and the ability of 
the defense to work together.

“I think a lot of the time 
it’s the focus we put into 
practice,” said Alton. “Having 
both me and Shane back 

there to lead the defense 
just helps everybody a lot. 
Shane has always been really 
good at, if something bad 
happens, getting the defense 
back up on their feet and 

getting us ready. That has 
rubbed off on me and the 
other defenders too, which is 
really good to have.”

Kent Island scored 
twice in the third quarter, 

but sophomore Colin 
Shadowens did well 
winning face-offs, and 
the Falcon offense went 
back to work. Killpatrick 
scored a second goal, and 

Maher scored and assisted 
on goals by Harmeyer and 
Cameron Bear.

“With Coach Earl and 
the coaching, every day at 
practice we try to be as a 
team and not individuals, 
and that’s even what he 
said to us at halftime,” said 
Maher. “We just need to play 
as a team. We stick to that, 
and that’s why I think we are 
so successful, because we just 
to what we’re supposed to do 
and keep it flowing.”

Casey Fox came on for 
Carr in the fourth quarter 
and cleanly saved all three of 
the shots that came his way, 
and the Falcons shut out the 
Bucs in the frame to close 
the 13-3 win.

Earl was unconcerned 
by personnel turnover 
from graduation in the 
midfield and defensive 
units for a program that has 
experienced tremendous 
success and continuity while 
winning state championships 
in the last three seasons.

“We’ve got a system, and 
it’s next man up,” said Earl. 
He noted the team doesn’t 
look ahead. “We don’t talk 
about season goals,” he said. 
“It’s just about getting better 
every day.”

Maher, Alton and 
Harmeyer showed no 
interest in celebrating the 
victory or worrying about 
whom else might contend 
for the county or region 
this spring.

“We’re just playing every 
game one game at a time 
and not looking ahead 
and treating every team 
like they’re going to be 
the hardest team we play,” 
said Maher.

“Practicing every single 
day,” said Harmeyer, “we 
come out focused with the 
mentality to win.”

Falcon Boys Lacrosse ‘Focused, Disciplined’ In Starting Season 2-0
 »Continued from B1

Photos by Colin Murphy

Mikie Harmeyer (7) scored five goals against Kent Island and has 15 goals in two games. Joseph Killpatrick (2) saw his shot 
find the back of the net in the first quarter. Mark Bredeck (38), Shane Carr (in goal) and the Severna Park defense shut out 
Kent Island for long stretches of play throughout the Falcons’ 13-3 win. 

410-647-8000 | 410-440-0824-Cell

Like me on Facebook

To view my resume and thousands of homes, visit my website:

www.FrankTaglienti.com
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Severna  Park – Waterfront
Waterfront treasure! Cozy cottage w/ spectacular views!  Original HW floors, wood burning FP, Newer 
updated kit w/wood cabinets, cooktop, & bar top seating. Plus, sep DR, sunroom, LL rec room, all w/ in-
credible water views! Tons of storage! New enormous rap around deck w/ bar seating, tons of entertaining 
space! Private pier w/ lift. 6ft low/mean. Minutes to the Magothy River. $600,000

Pasadena – Pearlman’s Overlook 
Immaculate condo! 2BR, 3BA in comm. w/ club-
house & pool. Flex room on main lev, could be office 
or 3rd BR. Second flr has second BR and full BA w/ 
finished loft. New carpet.  Easy, low maintenance 
living close to shopping!

Severna Park-Stewart’s Landing
Rare Barcroft model, in water privil comm! Wonder-
ful floor plan fea 4BR, 2.5BA, large eat-in kit, FR 
w/ warm wood floors & raised brick fp w/ mantle. 
Sliders lead to the oversize 2 tier deck overlooking 
fenced yard. Newer LL rec room, tons of storage! 
Great comm amenities, SP schools! $519,900

Severna Park - Waterfront
Captivating 6BR, 7BA custom built home! 
Fea great room w/2story stone FP. 2 exquisite 
master BDR’s with sumptuous baths. 
Wonderful Au Pair or in-law arrangement w/ 
bedrooms, liv rm, & private bath. Lower lev 
w/ kitchenette, gym, den and club room. Pier!

under 

conTracT 

in
 7 d
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coming

so
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Severna Park - Waterfront
Severn River waterfront home featuring-Incred-
ible views, deep water, 3 slips, boatlifts, and a 
separate cottage on the water! Enjoy gorgeous 
sunsets from the extensive decking. Tram takes 
you down to the water’s edge. Home features 3 
bedrooms, wonderful entertaining spaces, includ-
ing great room with full brick FP. $1,190,000

coming

so
on
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Hiring Benefit Counselor Positions
• Full-time, Part-Time, Internships, and Seasonal positions available 

• Entry level. No prior experience required 
• Training is provided 

•Advancement and Growth Opportunities after 1st year

Matthew Evans - Chief Executive Officer
D: 410.793.4237 | C: 443.463.9799 | F: 410.737.1620

Matthew.Evans@MWEPartnership.com

1344 Ashton Rd. Ste 200, Hanover, MD 21076
www.mwepartnership.com

Call to schedule your Personal Listening Demonstration with our Doctors Of Audiology

410-672-1244
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A 

Severna Park
www.hearsolutions.comDr. Robinson Dr. Kostkowski Dr. Lilly 

Call and make an appointment for your complimentary 
hearing screening with one of our Audiologists today!

Better Hearing Means 
Better Overall Wellness

1234 Any Street
Suite 100, 
Town, State 12345

800-123-4567
www.websitegoeshere.com

We have our 
teeth and eyes 
checked regularly, but 
what about our ears?

Everyone over the age 
of 55 should have their 
hearing checked as part 
of an overall wellness 
program. 

Think about all you 
gain when you have 
your hearing 
checked.

HEAR EVERYTHING. 
Some forms of hearing 

loss are subtle or only 
occur in certain 

situations; make 
sure you can hear 
all the sounds of 
your life.

REMAIN 
STEADY 
ON YOUR 
FEET.
Beyond 

hearing, 
our ears 

are a key 
contributor 

to our balance 
— when they are 

affected negatively 
incidents of falling increase.

COMMUNICATE 
EFFECTIVELY.

Your hearing enables 
you to understand 

and communicate 
complex ideas, 

passing thoughts, 
and jokes  
every day. 

BE (AND 
STAY) HAPPY! 

Those who 
participate 
in a hearing 

screening and 
improve hearing 

health increase 
their quality of life and 

decrease their risk of 
depression.

We have our 

HEAR EVERYTHING. 
Some forms of hearing 

hearing, 

POSTPONE DEMENTIA.
Your ears can identify frequency, pitch, location, and many other details 
instantly — the better they work, the sharper your mind is likely to be.

Falcon starting pitcher 
Kylie Dingess settled in, 
surrendering just two hits 
over the next five innings 
before Kerri Kazmarek 
came on for the final inning.

Dingess has a more 
prominent role as the team’s 
primary starting pitcher in 
the wake of Marissa Heuer’s 
graduation last spring.

“It’s a little pressure, but 
I think a little pressure is 
good,” said Dingess. “I stay 
calm and trust my field 
and my teammates behind 
me. I know they’ve got my 
back, so I’m not focusing on 
strikeouts necessarily, but 

just getting the easy ball hit 
in play, fly balls.”

Offensively, the Falcons 
did what they do well: 
put constant pressure on 
opposing pitching staffs. 
They wasted no time, scoring 
two runs in the bottom of 
the first to tie the game 2-2. 
Emma Hall provided the 
day’s exclamation point, 
crushing a line-drive solo 
home run to left field in 
the third inning that gave 
Severna Park a 3-2 lead, 
and the Falcons rolled from 
there. Hall was 3-for-3 with 
four RBIs, while Olivia 
Driver had three hits as well. 
Campbell Kline had two 

hits and scored three runs, 
while Emily Gabbard had 
two hits, an RBI and a run 
scored; Emily Wilson had 
an RBI hit; and Dingess had a 
hit. Peyton Sullivan scored 
three runs.

Hall was mobbed by 
teammates at home plate 
after her home run, her 
own smiles and celebration 
somewhat muted because 
she didn’t initially realize her 
drive had cleared the fence.

“I thought they caught it,” 
said Hall with a laugh. “I was 
surprised. I just remember 
wanting to drive the ball.”

The win was another 
strong offensive showing for 

the Falcons, who defeated 
Howard 8-6, Broadneck 
14-3 and Arundel 6-2. The 
aforementioned as well as 
Madison Gerrard, Rachel 
Holly, Viktoria Dorn, 
Mackenzie Rice, Abbie 
Iaquinta and Michaela 
Schindler have all 
contributed to Severna Park’s 
offensive prowess, creating a 
welcomed level of depth for 
McAlister.

“I’ve been moving a couple 
girls around here and there, 
and they’re all performing in 
some way that really benefits 
the team,” McAlister said. 
“That’s how you say it’s a 
team win. They’re all working 

their butts off, and they’re 
all contributing. Either 
speed or power or defense 
or pitching, catching, they 
all bring something to the 
table, and it’s nice to see that 
out of more than just nine or 
10 girls. It’s nice to see that 
out of 14 girls. So I think it’s 
going to be a fun year.”

McAlister added the team 
has carried over its measured 
mentality and focus from last 
season. Asked if winning the 
state championship relieved 
pressure to allow the Falcons 
to just play relaxed, she 
replied it was actually the 
other way around.

“Last year they were the 
same way,” she said. “There 
was one game where they 
[were too excited], and that 
was up at Bachman against 
Chesapeake, and they ended 
up losing. And we talked 

after the game about keeping 
a blue head and staying level, 
and they really kinda took 
that to heart and settled 
back down to who they were, 
and we never had that issue 
ever again. They came back 
in with that same mentality 
this year, so that’s really 
nice to see.”

Dingess said as always, 
“there’s some pretty good 
competition in the county 
this year,” but she is 
confident in the Falcons’ 
prospects.

Hall likes where the team 
is: starting strong with a 
mind to keep working hard 
and improving.

“I think if we keep 
improving the way we are 
now, we have a pretty good 
shot to do what we did last 
year, but we just have to keep 
working at it,” Hall said.

No Letup: Severna Park Softball Looking Strong Early In Title Defense

 »Continued from B1

JEFFREY P. CRANSKA D.D.S.

Family
Laser Dentistry

call 410.975.9331

DENTISTRY BY DR. JEFFREY P. cRaNSKa

Helping create beautiful smiles for over 40 years

 Ritchie Court Office Building - 877 B&A Blvd., Suite 305, Severna Park   410.975.9331 www.cranska.com

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS!! Call today for an appointment!

Photos by Colin Murphy

Left: Viktoria Dorn covered first base for the Falcons against South River. Center: Emma Hall (with helmet) was greeted by teammates after her third-inning home run gave Severna Park a 
3-2 lead. Right: Madison Gerard connected with a pitch in the fifth inning. The Falcons improved to 4-0 on the season with their 10-2 victory over the Seahawks. 

Individual and Business tax planning and return preparation
Bookkeeping and payroll services available

Please call us for an appointment
410-544-3303

Keith M. Manning, CPA/PFS
Mark H. Kamins, CPA/PFS

645 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Suite 218, Severna Park, MD  21146
www.kandmcpa.com

LIGHTHOUSE FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC
Investments and Insurance

Do you have a 401K to rollover?
Do you have questions regarding annuities?

Are you interested in a review of your investments?

         Please call us for an appointment

410-544-3303
Keith M. Manning
Mark H. Kamins

645 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Suite 218, Severna Park, MD  21146
www.lfsllc.com

SECURITIES AND INVESTMENT ADVISORY SERVICES THROUGH H. BECK, INC., 
Member FINRA, SIPC. Keith M. Manning and Mark H. Kamins are Registered 

Representatives of H. Beck, Inc., which is unaffiliated with Lighthouse Financial Services, LLC
H. Beck, Inc. does not provide accounting/tax services. Accounting and tax services are available 

through Kamins and Manning, P.C., which is unaffiliated with H. Beck, Inc.
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At Rutzen Eye Specialists, we know patients  
care about the right training, experience, and 
bedside manner. Dr. Rutzen and Dr. Hanna are 
fellowship-trained specialists with expertise in 
laser cataract surgery and LASIK.

Patients often tell us what a pleasant, 
professional, and satisfying experience they have 
with our doctors and staff. We are here for you.  
Call us today.

is in good hands.
Your eye surgery

LASER CATARACT SURGERY & LASIK
489 Ritchie Hwy  Severna Park    410-975-0090

www.RutzenEye.com 

At Rutzen Eye Specialists, we know patients  
care about the right training, experience, and 
bedside manner. Dr. Rutzen and Dr. Hanna are 
fellowship-trained specialists with expertise in 
laser cataract surgery and LASIK.

Patients often tell us what a pleasant, 
professional, and satisfying experience they have 
with our doctors and staff. We are here for you.  
Call us today.

is in good hands.
Your eye surgery

LASER CATARACT SURGERY & LASIK
489 Ritchie Hwy  Severna Park    410-975-0090

www.RutzenEye.com 

scored in the victory over 
the Admirals, who got scores 
from Eva Gormley, Katie 
Galloway, Bella Lynch and 
Samantha Vangieson.

Against the Saints, the 
Falcons got out to an early 
lead on the strength of 
Miller’s draw control and 
first-half scores by Miller, 
Brady and Chadwick.

Severna Park stretched 
the lead to 9-5 in the second 
half and held the St. Mary’s 
offense scoreless for over 
10 minutes.

Defensively, the back-
line unit of seniors Hailey 
Blachly and Kate Bray, 
junior Sophie Grazoli and 
sophomore Kaila Stasuli 
and had the Saints’ offense 
well-contained, and St. 
Mary’s struggled to open up 
driving and passing lanes 
toward the goal. Bray led 
the team with five caused 

turnovers.
“All of our slides were 

there,” said Bray. “We are 
really fast, so we were able to 
get those doubles and stop 
their drives.”

When relied upon, Ott 
stepped up, seeing the ball 
cleanly and coming up with 
save after save to end St. 
Mary’s possessions and 
turn the ball back over to 
her offense.

“I was saying at the very 
beginning, it was a battle 
of the goalies,” said Hines. 
“Both these goalies are crazy 
talented, and Delaney really 
stepped it up for us, just 
making phenomenal saves,” 
said Hines.

Ott said her team played 
well to put her in a good 
position to make saves: 
“I think our defense is 
really fast, so that’s one 
of our strengths, and we 
played pretty well this 

game just sitting down, 
keeping them out and 
keeping them scoreless for a 
while,” she said.

The Falcons’ effort was 
further bolstered by its deep 
and experienced midfield 
unit. Spilker, Cam Chew, 
freshman Bragg and the 
Falcon midfielders hounded 
the Saints on the defensive 
end, were fast to every 
ground ball and transitioned 
quickly to offense.

“Midfield, we definitely 
have a lot of speed,” said 
Hines. “I also think our 
depth is a strength. I have 
12 players on the field and 
then a whole bench that 
could really go on and step 
up at any moment and play 
just as strong. That’s a good 
thing and bad thing for me 
because I’ve got to figure out 
how to get all this talent on 
the field.”

The defense had held St. 
Mary’s to just five goals 
with under eight minutes to 
play, but the Saints chipped 
away to pull within a goal 
with under two minutes. 
The Falcons, though, 
controlled the final draw 
and killed off two minutes 
of clock to secure the win, 
with Chadwick circling 
the field and eluding the 
Saints’ checks.

There is a lot of lacrosse to 
play in the next two and a 
half months. Broadneck and 
reigning 4A state champion 
South River will have their 
say in the 4A East.

Bray and Ott were 
reluctant to trumpet lofty 
goals for the season, instead 
saying the Falcons are 
focused on the here and now.

“It is one game at a time,” 
said Bray. “We are just going 
to work on our defense and 
our offense and getting 
stronger.”

Severna Park Girls Off To Hot Start

 »Continued from B1

Photos by Colin Murphy

Severna Park’s Kate Bray (above) caused five turnovers 
against St. Mary’s, while Hailey Blachley (below) defended 
the Saints’ Katelyn Panebianco in the second half. 

Promotion available 2/18/2019 – 4/21/2019. Promotional 2.25% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) available for 
new money market accounts opened with new money only and will be paid for 6 months from open date if 
other requirements are met. An existing or new checking account is required to obtain the promotional APY 
on the money market account. The minimum balance for the money market account is $10,000. Accounts 
with balances below the minimum will cause the promotional APY to convert to the regular rate being 
offered at that time. After expiration of the promotional period rates will convert to current rates being 
offered at that time. Refer to our rate sheet found at www.severnbank.com for current rates. Interest is 
compounded daily and credited monthly. Rates are subject to change. Limited time offer. Fees charged may 
reduce earnings. Accounts subject to availability and restrictions.

2.25%APY

Finally... A Business
Money Market Account

That Gets Down to Business.

Photos by Colin Murphy

The Severna Park, Chesapeake and Southern bocce teams had a gorgeous, warm and 
breezy day for their match at Severna Park on March 27. The Falcons’ permanent bocce 
facility behind the baseball fields will be completed this spring. 

Falcon Bocce Shines In Home Opener
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BULLDOG BIKES and FLOATS 

          

L A   

Equipment is Here!  
405 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
410-544-6453 www.bulldogbikesandfloats.com  

Need a STICK?                       Call us QUICK! 

Your Lacrosse Headquarters! Your ONLY LOCALLY OWNED place for Field Hockey and LAX Sticks & Equipment

405 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-544-6453 | www.bulldogbikesandfloats.com

Equipment is HERE!! Check us out today!

BULLDOG BIKES and FLOATS 

          

L A   

Equipment is Here!  
405 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
410-544-6453 www.bulldogbikesandfloats.com  

Need a STICK?                       Call us QUICK! 

Your Lacrosse Headquarters! 20% OFF
All Lacrosse
Equipment

Expires May 1, 2019

814 East College Parkway Annapolis, MD 21409 • HagueWaterofMD.com

A Plumbing • Water Softening • Water Filtration

Is your water  
really safe?

Get A FREE Water 
Analysis.

(410) 881-3638

NOW HIRING

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The Severna Park track 
and field teams began the 
season with success at Glen 
Burnie’s inter-county meet 
on March 28 as both the 
boys and girls placed first 
in the six-school field that 
included the host Gophers, 
Broadneck, Old Mill, 
Annapolis and Chesapeake.

The boys totaled 210 
points to top runner-up Old 
Mill (180), and the Falcon 
girls stacked up 179 points 
to come out in front of 
Broadneck (135).

Standout performers were 
many. For the boys, Jojo 
Kelliher was first in the 
110-meter hurdles, second 
in high jump and fourth in 
long jump. Nick Benedict 
won the 3200 in 9:46.99. 
Max Nelsen won discus 

with a throw of 97 feet and 
shot put with a throw of 
36 feet, 5 inches. James 
Dennison was third, 
Philip Bansemer was 
fourth, James Louie was 
seventh and Reid Figlioli 
was eighth in the 3200. 
Hyun Lee and Jeremiah 
Jennings were third and 
fourth, respectively, in the 
110 hurdles. Jennings was 
third in the 300 hurdles, 
David Dyck was fourth 
and Erick Howard was 
sixth. Gavin Ivey placed 
second in the 1600, Colm 
O’Connor was sixth 
and Ronan Byrne was 
eighth. Brandon Kiefer 
was third in the 400, and 
Hunter Robert was eighth. 
Andrew Weinstein was 
sixth in the 200, second 
in long jump and fourth 
in high jump. Collin 
Mullaney was second in the 

800, Matt Chaisson was 
fourth, and Colin Leeds 
was seventh. Brandon 
Keifer was sixth in high 
jump and fourth in triple 
jump. Casey Grindle was 
sixth in long jump. Caleb 
Sartalamacchia was third 
in triple jump, and Graham 
Snyder was sixth. Jack 
VanVeelan was fifth in 
shot put and seventh in 
discus. Matthew Tagle 
was seventh in pole vault. 
Brauch Murray was second 
to Nelsen in shot put.

For the Severna Park 
girls, Sarah Adams was 
first in the 100 hurdles 
in 17.09 seconds, first in 
the 300 hurdles in 48.66 
seconds, and first in pole 
vault, clearing 9 feet, 9 
inches. Claire Kintzley 
won long jump with a 
jump of 14 feet and placed 
second in triple jump. Anna 

Marcoon placed third in 
the 100 hurdles. Janice 
Chukwu was second in 
the girls 100-meter dash. 
Shania Johnson was 
fourth in the 100. Cara 
Vandemeulebroecke was 
fifth in the 1600, an event 
won by Broadneck’s Mollie 
Fenn. Melanie Reynolds 
was eighth in the 1600. 
Olivia Wright was second 
in the 400, and Kintzley 
was fifth. Wright was also 
second in the 800, won by 
Broadneck’s Grace Denius. 
Amalia Hagerty was 
fourth in the 3200, which 
was won by Broadneck’s 
Madison Palmer. 
Annabelle Mayo was sixth 
in the 3200. Lilly Knapp 
was eighth in the 300 
hurdles. Hannah Hill placed 
fifth in the 200-meter 
dash. Vandemeulebroecke 
was fourth in the 800, and 

Neela Baker was fifth. 
Kintzely was third in high 
jump. Rebecca Praley, 
Kaylee Reyes and Halle 
Nichols placed 3-4-5 in 
discus. Praley was second 
in shot put, and Reyes and 
Nichols were 7-8.

For Broadneck, Fenn, 
Denius and Palmer 
were event winners in 
the girls 1600, 800 and 
3200, respectively. Noah 
Heim won the boys 400. 
T-Naejah Watts won 
the boys 200.

SP Track Teams Start Season With Wins At Glen Burnie

Photos by Colin Murphy

Above left: Severna Park’s Sarah Adams beat out Broadneck’s Adeline Smith and Annapolis’ Torey Hurst to win the 
100-meter hurdles at Glen Burnie on March 28. Above right: The Falcons’ Rebecca Praley took second in shot put. 
Top right: Jojo Kelliher was fourth in long jump in addition to second in high jump and first in 110-meter hurdles. Middle right: 
Kailyn Jackson handed the baton off to Sophie Krejci in a relay race. Bottom right: Gavin Ivey placed second in the 1600-meter run. 

Have you cHecked out our pHoto galleries lately? 
www.severnaparkvoice.com/photos

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice
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 For more information about Hancock’s Resolution, 
visit our web site and facebook:

www.historichancocksresolution.org;  
www.facebook.com/HistoricHancocksResolution

or call 410-255-4048.

Hancock’s Resolution
Authentic 1785 Farmstead

2795 Bayside Beach Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
Open Sundays from April 7 to October 27

(Open hours are 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. unless otherwise stated.)

Admission is FREE except for those marked by a $ sign.
(Arrangements can be made for special group tours at other times by calling: 410-952-2798)

Programs for 2019
April 7, 2019: Opening Day: First Early Spring chance to admire what 

is blooming on the Farm among Quince, Plum trees and More.

April 14, 2019: Second Early Spring chance to admire what is bloom-
ing on the Farm now probably including Lilacs and more.

April 21, 2019: Easter Sunday Closed

April 28, 2019: Spring Farm Festival($)10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Farm 
Animals Typical of a Working Farm; Folk Music; crafts. Light 
lunch available. Honeybees—Up Close 1:30pm to 3:30pm.

May 5, 2019: Spring Plowing and Harrowing with Horse and Mule 
Teams. Spring Herb Sale.

May 12, 2019: Mother’s Day Tea: Stop by for a Taste of Tea, Ginger-
bread and Lavender. (Good weather required.) Interpreting 
Historic Womens’ Clothing with Dawn Schneider.

May 19, 2019:  Children’s Programs: Do things Children did back then 
on the farm, both work and play. Honeybees—Up Close 1:30pm 
to 3:30pm.

We offer a variety of Leagues, Camps 
and Activities for kids thru adults! 

Book your Birthday Party now!

Sign up now for
Summer Camp 2019.

SportsCenter
BENFIELD

. 41 100

www.benfieldsc.com 
410-987-5100

Your Local “Go-To” 
Sportscenter

But Broadneck’s game plan 
of slowing Roosevelt’s pace 
was already being tested. 
The Raiders went on a run 
of three field goals to take 
a 33-27 lead, forcing a Bruin 
timeout. The onslaught had 
begun, and the Raiders came 
on like a rising tide. Butler 
hit a pair of 3’s for Roosevelt, 
and the Bruins’ Cantrell and 
Vican were forced out of 
much of the second quarter 
with two personal fouls each. 
Stewart, Rose, Brendan 
Davis and Josh Ehrlich 
filled the void as best they 
could, but by halftime, the 
Raiders led 45-29.

The Bruins did not 
recover. Roosevelt stretched 
its lead in the second half, 
throwing menacing double 
teams at Broadneck, getting 
out into the open court 
and earning a rightful 
anointing as state champs 
by night’s end.

“They made a couple 
runs there in the second 
quarter, and we sputtered 
offensively. That was really 
the difference in the game,” 
said Williams. “We really 
had trouble getting any 
traction after that. I think 
that pace of play really takes 
a lot out of you as a player. 
The physicality, the pace of 
play that they had was a bit 
of a problem.”

A somber reckoning 
throughout the fourth 
quarter gave way to 
bittersweet celebration as 
the Broadneck students, 
teachers, families and 
fans cheered their Bruins 
through to the final horn.

And why not? The sight of 
an entire side of the Xfinity 
Center blacked out in Bruin 
fan gear made hearts swell 
with community pride. The 
Bruins’ first-ever state-
final berth punctuated a 
season in which Broadneck 

got better and better 
throughout, beat Severna 
Park twice, made it to the 
county championship, 
won the region, defeated 
Richard Montgomery High 
School in the semifinals, 
shattered expectations and 
captivated an entire school 
and community.

“It’s been a fun ride,” 
said Williams. “I’ve never 
experienced anything quite 
like this. Had you told me 
we were going to be in the 
state championship game 
last year at the end of the 
season and that these guys 
were going to lead us, I 
would have had to pause for 
a moment. Not that I didn’t 
believe in them, but those 
are really lofty goals. And 
here we are. The last month 
of the season has been quite 
a ride. For me as a coach it’s 
been the best month of my 
career. And to just see these 
guys grow from four years 
ago as students, people 
and players, it’s awesome. I 
mean, it’s awesome.

“We really helped to unite 
a community. The amount 
of faces I’ve seen in the 
past three weeks, I’ve had 
150 messages from various 
people, alumni. This run 
was as much for the past as 
it was for the present, and 
we talked about this to the 
kids, to the players, that we 
created a new generation 
of Broadneck basketball 
players. There’s little kids 
running around looking up 
to Che, looking up to Mike, 
looking up to Jamar and 
Nick. This is a group that 
has a lot of perseverance 
and determination, and 
I hope they can look at 
this and use this as a 
platform into the future 
and understand that there 
are going to be failures, and 
it’s critical that they bounce 
back from whatever failure 

it is. It’s a lesson in life.”
Some teams are 

inconsolable after a state-
final loss, even bitter. 
But the Bruin players 
were poised, and they 
appreciated the magnitude 
of their achievements.

“I’m grateful,” said 
Gatton, a senior who 
finished with 8 points and 
9 rebounds in the game. 
“I’m grateful for standing 
up here, sitting up here 
with these guys. Never 
would I have thought 

that I would make it to a 
state championship game 
in basketball. It’s very 
overwhelming, it’s surreal, 
and I wouldn’t want to do 
it with anybody else but 
these guys. I thank coach 
for believing in us and 
believing in what these guys 
do and ultimately letting 
us get here. So, very good 
season that we had, and I’m 
very proud of these guys.”

Young said the team, 
as it excelled throughout 
the season and ultimately 

captured the region 
championship for the 
first time since 1995, did 
what no one predicted: 
made supporters out of its 
opponents.

“I had a very fun ride with 
this group of people,” said 
Young. “I think we were the 
most underrated team in 
the county. A lot of people 
hated on us and thought we 
were going to be the worst 
team in the county. They 
would throw shots at us on 
social media. We wouldn’t 

say anything back to 
them, just come out on the 
court and play our game. 
As we got to the playoffs, 
as they got knocked out, 
they started to join us and 
motivate us and want us 
to win and make it out of 
the county and win a state 
championship.”

Cantrell said the entire 
season, capped by winning 
the region and making it to 
the final, was full of special 
memories for the Bruins.

“I couldn’t ask for a better 
season with these guys,” 
Cantrell said. “Everybody 
just tuned in and everybody 
supported each other. I’ve 
never had a more supportive 
group ever. Even coach and 
all the players let me do my 
thing out there and always 
supported me. Man, to come 
to Maryland, it means the 
world to me, honestly. Just 
the season we had, I’ll never 
forget it. It’s just been the 
best, honestly.”

The 2018-2019 Bruins 
are Brendan Davis, Che 
Colbert, Josh Ehrlich, 
Brendan Kennedy, 
Jamar Young, Cyrus 
Jackson, Kyle Waggoner, 
Nick Gatton, Roberto 
Mazza, Chris Goshorn, 
David Stewart, Logan 
Vican, Mike Cantrell and 
Andrew Rose. They are 
coached by John Williams, 
John Spinnenweber, 
Zach Vrhovac, Gerald 
Stansbury, Tom Cole 
and Bobby Bates. The 
team managers are Erin 
O’Connor, Cooper Daras, 
Matt Brown, Jonathan 
Meyers, Kyle Reker, Diana 
Ready and Madison Hebert.

Broadneck Boys Reflect Proudly On Run To State Final 
 »Continued from B1

CREATIVE
FORCE
Dance Center

10% OFF
Summer

Class
Register before May 1st.

Must present coupon
Expires 05/01/2019

1/2 OFF
Tuition

Register for any current 
classes and receive 
1/2 off Tuition fee!

Must present coupon
Expires 05/01/2019

www.CreativeForceDance.com

Recreational Dance & Fitness 
Classes For Children & Adults 
Competitive Dance Company

410-431-7018
570 F Ritchie Highway

Severna Park 410-544-2476 380 Jumpers Hole Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

Maryland State Department of Education approved
curriculum for Nursery School and Kindergarten

Nursery School - Child Care - Pre-K - Before & After Care - Summer 

Kindergarten Full Day (Early Admission Option)
Talented & Gifted Programs

Registering now for 
Summer and Fall.

Call to schedule a tour.

• Childcare Age 2
• Nursery School for Age 3

• Pre-K for Age 4
• Kindergarten for Age 5

• Before & After Care - Thru Age 7

Photos by Colin Murphy

Senior Nick Gatton and junior Logan Vican (42) were rebounding, defense and scoring forces 
as big men for Broadneck throughout the season. “I’m very proud of these guys,” said Gatton. 
“I wouldn’t want to do it with anybody else but these guys.”
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MRA Awards 
Two Scholarships To 

AACC Student
By Elizabeth Harwood

Years of soul-search-
ing paid off for 
26-year-old Alexan-

der Thompson, an Anne 
Arundel Community Col-
lege (AACC) student who 
was recently awarded not 
one but two scholarships 
from the Magothy River 
Association (MRA). After 
earning a bachelor’s degree 
in environmental biology, 
Thompson discovered an 
important piece of the 
puzzle that unexpectedly 
landed him back in the 
Chesapeake Bay area pur-
suing an associate’s degree 
in engineering.

In May 2016, Thompson 
graduated from Beloit 
College in Wisconsin with 
a bachelor’s degree in 
environmental biology. 
Eager to contribute to the 
conservation efforts of the 
Chesapeake Bay, Thomp-
son immediately began 
volunteering with West 
and Rhode Riverkeeper, 
Koolhof Earth, and Coastal 
Resources Inc. His broad 
experiences nurtured 
his appreciation for the 
world’s natural resources 
and gave him to a deeper 
understanding of cur-
rent events.

“I am definitely very 
concerned about climate 
change and a lot of the 

things 
that are 
going on 
in the 
world,” 
explained 
Thomp-
son, “and 
I don’t 
want to 
see the 
ecosys-

tem that I have studied 
disappear.”

As Thompson thrived, 
one discipline in particu-
lar unexpectedly turned 
his head and his focus to 
a specialized role. Storm-
water management con-
fronts a modern challenge 
by combining his back-
ground in environmental 
biology with the seem-
ingly unrelated studies of 
engineering.

“I knew about certain 
things that people were 
doing to manage stormwa-
ter,” Thompson elaborated, 
“but I didn’t really know 
about it as its own field 
until I was working with 
Coastal Resources.”

Stormwater manage-
ment applies engineering 
principles to navigate 
accumulating runoff water 
effectively, thereby reduc-
ing the threat of flooding. 
Furthermore, because 
stormwater is also col-

Alexander 
Thompson

By Jane Seiss

About 50 organiza-
tions and vendors 
will be on hand for 

the 17th annual Severna 
Park Earth Day Festival 
on Saturday, April 27, 
from 10:00am to 1:00pm 
at Severna Park High 
School. Kids from all of 
Severna Park’s public 
schools will also empha-
size recycling, upcycling, 
mindfulness and wellness 
with this year’s event, 
which has the theme 

“Reduce, Reuse, Refresh, 
Restore: R you in?”

The festival is spon-
sored by Good Neighbors 
Group (GNG), a local 
nonprofit that encourages 
and facilitates service and 

giving in the community. 
Julie Shay runs GNG, and 
she co-chairs the Earth 
Day Festival with Severna 
Park resident and mom 
Chris Myers. This is the 
fourth year that seniors 

from the Severna Park 
High School Leadership 
Program are manag-
ing the event. Festival 
student project manag-
ers are Michael Isakov, 
Thomas Voisinet and 
Alex Kuriawa.

“We expect somewhere 
between 500 and 1,000 
people,” Shay said of at-
tendance at the festival. 
“We will try to have most 
of it outside.” The aim is 
to educate and engage the 
community with activi-
ties, resources and infor-
mation for participants of 
all ages. “We want people 
to come to the festival 
and learn things that they 
can apply to their own 

Earth Day Festival To Focus On 
Ecology And Personal Wellness

Highlights of this year’s festival include an expanded eco-marketplace that 
will feature fair trade items from local vendors and craftspeople.

“The aim is to educate and engage the 
community with activities, resources and 
information for participants of all ages.”

 »Continued on B12
By Judy Tacyn

Shayna Bloom was at 
her job last August 
when she learned 

from her mother, Kristin 
Bloom, the good news that 
the 16-year-old had just 
fulfilled all the require-
ments to graduate high 
school. The unconven-
tional announcement was 
perfectly normal for the 
formerly homeschooled 
Severna Park teen who 
entered Anne Arundel 
Community College at age 
14 and is set to receive her 
two-year degree this May.

“When I was 14 years 
old, I wanted to take 

classes 
at AACC. 
I didn’t 
think I 
would 
test into 
credit 
classes, 
so I was 
really 
surprised 
to learn 

that I scored high enough 
to officially enroll,” 
Shayna said.

For two years, Shayna 
was dually enrolled in 
high school and college, 
and she still found time to 
work at Einstein Bros. Ba-
gels in Severna Park and 

perform in local theater 
groups.

Shayna’s first class at 
AACC was an English 
class. She remembers the 
professor posed a ques-
tion to the class on the 
first day.

“She said, ‘What are 
you most nervous about?’ 
in reference to start-
ing college,” Shayna 
recalled. “When it was 
my turn, I said, ‘I’m 14 
years old. That should be 
self-explanatory!’”

Thanks to her mom, 
Shayna learned to love 
learning from a young age. 
Kristin, a former Mont-

Park Teen Set To Graduate High 
School, College In Same Year

 »Continued on B10

Shayna Bloom

Photo by 
Judy Tacyn

 »Continued on B10

By Maya Pottiger

During the govern-
ment shutdown, 
eighth-grader Blake 

Martin noticed that some 
of his classmates were 
having trouble paying for 
their lunches.

In Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools, once a lunch 
account hits an $18 debt, 
the school provides a cheese 
sandwich for lunch.

“The thing about them is 
they’re insufficient for giv-

ing kids the nutrients they 
need to continue through 
their day,” Blake said. “It’s 
something in their bod-
ies, but it’s not what they 
really need to be focusing 
in school.”

Blake wanted to do some-
thing to help his classmates, 
so he talked to Magothy 
River Middle School Princi-
pal Dr. Nuria Williams.

“These children, because 
of the shutdown, they didn’t 
have the ability to pay for 
the food they needed to get 

the full amount of nutri-
ents,” Blake said. “The gener-
al idea was raising enough 
money to pay for the lunches 
for them because they 
couldn’t do it themselves 
because it wasn’t possible.”

Every year, the National 
Junior Honor Society puts 
on a talent show to benefit 
different causes. This year, 
Williams suggested Blake 
partner with the talent 
show. All of the funds raised 
from the talent show went 

Magothy River Middle School 
Raises Funds For Student Lunches

Photos by Stephanie Mennell Photography

Severna Park Middle School’s 63-member cast of “James and the Giant Peach Jr.” went 
on a sweet and wild journey from March 29-31. James and his invertebrate friends 
started in London but ultimately crossed oceans and soared in the sky during the show, 
which presented a unique twist on the Roald Dahl children’s story.

SPMS Treats Audiences To A Peachy Production

St. John Presents “Beauty And The Beast”

Photos by Stephanie Mennell Photography

Young actors and actresses from St. John the Evangelist School 
tackled a tale as old as time with their retelling of “Beauty and 
the Beast Jr.” over the weekend of March 22-24. With its 
themes that emphasized inner beauty and compassion for 
others, the heartwarming show was a success with audiences.

 »Continued on B10
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It’s time to lace up your 
running shoes. Shipley’s 
Choice Elementary School 
is gearing up for its 10th 
annual Tech Trot.

Every year, the Tech 
Trot helps the PTA raise 
money to buy new class-
room technology. This 
year, the funds will go 
toward Chromebooks and 

Smart Boards.
The Tech Trot will be 

held Sunday, May 5. There 
are two options: a 1-mile 
run, which is geared 
toward kids in fifth-grade 
and younger, and a 5K, 
which is open to any-
one. Both runs kick off 
at Shipley’s Choice. The 
mile run goes through 
the school grounds, and 
the 5K goes through the 
neighborhood. Both races 

finish at the school.
Registration is open 

through race day. To run 
the mile, it costs $22. To 

run the 5K, it costs $27. 
There is a family discount 
of $90, which allows par-
ticipants to register up to 
seven people. To register, 
visit www.active.com and 
search for “Shipley’s.”

After the run, attendees 
are invited to hang out at 
the school for food and 
entertainment. There will 
be a DJ, as well as live mu-
sic from students in the 
Priddy Music Academy.

A private yacht and beach club located 
just two miles northwest of the 

Chesapeake Bay Bridge; nestled between 
the Bay Bridge and the Magothy River. 
 
For direct access to boating on the 
Bay and leisurely activities, as well 
as boatel storage and wet slips.
 

410-757-8000
joe.podpoint@gmail.com

2116 Bay Front Terrace, 
Annapolis, MD 21409
www.podickorypoint.com

Annapolis’ Best Kept Secret!
Your Scenic Gateway To the Chesapeake Bay

4 year old Pre School through Grade 8
410-647-2283  |  www.stjohnspschool.org

Severna Park, MD
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence2008

Academic Excellence in the
Catholic Tradition Since 1959

Faith  •  Family  •  academics

Now Accepting Applications
Call to schedule a tour or join us for Welcome Wednesday between 9-10am

www.bakersisters.com410-768-7740
8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205 Pasadena, MD 21122

Time for a Spring Cleaning
Drs. Jessica and Amanda Baker are delighted to be providing quality, 
gentle, comprehensive dental care to patients in their hometown. 
With twenty-eight years combined dental experience, they are happy 
to treat patients of all ages.  Call today to set up appointments for you 
and your family!

Baker Sisters
Family Dental Care

• Same Day Appointments 
   Available
• Small, family owned 
   dental practice
• Many dental insurance 
   plans accepted
• Wide range of dental         
   services provided

• Patients of all ages  
  welcome, including    
  CHILDREN

• Patients treated
  like family

• InvISalIgn
• SaMe day croWnS 

SPHS Wish Week Volleyball Games
By Madi Mason 
Student Intern

During Severna Park’s 
Wish Week 2019, a day 
of student and teacher 
volleyball games on April 
9 will allow the school to 
raise funds for the Make-
A-Wish Foundation. The 
junior vs. senior boys vol-
leyball game and the stu-
dent vs. teacher volleyball 
game have been organized 
by the leadership classes 
at SPHS to helps grant the 
wishes of children who 
are critically ill.

“It’s about getting our 
school involved in a world 
outside of Severna Park 
and teaching students 
the importance of giv-
ing back,” said Yasmeen 
Mahmud, one of the 
leadership students who’s 
organizing the event and 

coaching the junior team.
By involving both up-

perclassmen and teachers 
in the games, the leader-
ship classes hope to get 
many people involved and 
excited about Wish Week.

“I think kids get excited 
when there’s competition 
between students and 
teachers,” Timothy Dunbar 
said. As both the head var-
sity volleyball coach and 
a social studies teacher at 
SPHS, Dunbar has been 
involved in both athletics 
and academics for years. 
He’s looking forward to 
the community coming 
together as well as getting 
out on a court again and 
playing for a great cause.

Although many stu-
dents and teachers are 
excited about playing, 
coaching and watch-
ing the games, the focus 

is charity.
“I’m really looking 

forward to the volleyball 
game, but if we reach our 
goal of raising $24,000, I’d 
be even more excited be-
cause it would give us the 
chance to give a wish to a 
deserving kid and make a 
difference in the commu-
nity,” Mahmud said when 
asked what she’s looking 
forward to the most.

Dunbar said, “What 
matters is that we’re do-
ing something for kids 
to help them make their 
wish come true.”

With many exciting 
events and fundraisers 
during Wish Week, buying 
volleyball tickets is the 
perfect opportunity to 
support the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation and get in-
volved with Severna Park 
High School.

Severna Park 
High School 

Students Awarded 
Scholarships

By Laura McElwain 
Colquhoun

Each year, the Anne 
Arundel County Council 
of PTAs (AACCPTA) pres-
ents the Kenneth Lawson 
Scholarship to a senior 
who plans to pursue a 
career related to educa-
tion. This year’s recipient 
was Allison Omer from 
Severna Park High School.

Throughout her high 
school career, Omer has 
focused on early child-
hood education. For her 
first three years of high 
school, Omer took child 
development courses 
and worked in the lab 
school at Severna Park 
High. Omer credits these 
positive experiences and 
her child development 
educator for deciding to 
pursue early education 
as a career. Omer said of 
her influential teacher, 
“She got us excited about 
teaching, and she did 
a great job leading us 
through the [child devel-
opment] courses. She has 
prepared me well.”

Currently, Omer is com-
pleting a year-long intern-

ship at 
Benfield 
El-
ementary 
School in 
Severna 
Park, 
which 
has 
served 
to fur-

ther solidify her career 
choice. “I love being in the 
classroom and love seeing 
children excited about 
learning,” she said. Omer 
believes her experience in 
the classroom and passion 
for education contributed 
to her winning the Ken-
neth Lawson Scholarship.

Omer’s future plans 
include majoring in early 
childhood education at 
Salisbury University, 
where she was accepted 
to the honors program. 
Upon college graduation, 
Omer’s goal is to teach in 
a classroom for a public 
school system in Mary-
land. While teaching, she 
also plans to pursue a 
master’s degree in educa-
tion. “I value my educa-
tion and want to go above 
and beyond,” she shared.

Allison Omer

Shipley’s Choice ES To Hold Annual Tech Trot

Fourth- and first-grade 
students at Broadneck 
Elementary recently packed 
lunches for Winter Relief 
at St. Margaret’s Episco-
pal Church.

“We wanted to involve 
the children, and they’re 
so enthusiastic,” said Jean 
Clarke, who volunteers with 
St. Margaret’s Winter Relief 
and helped coordinate the 
project. “We were looking 
for things to collaborate on 
with the school, and this 
was a perfect fit.”

In all, the four classes 
packed 70 lunches. Students 
drew designs on the lunch 
bags and also included 
handwritten cards for the 
recipients.

This year, part of Broad-
neck’s initiative was to do 
more community service 
and outreach. Reading 
teacher Kelly Kiriakidis 
worked with Clarke to orga-
nize the project.

All items that were 
packed in the lunches were 
donated by Broadneck 
families. Teachers created a 
SignUpGenius that included 
all of the needed items, and 
parents signed up for what 
they wanted to donate.

Broadneck Elementary Students Aid Winter Relief

In an effort to do more community outreach, Broadneck 
Elementary organized a day when students could pack lunches 
for Winter Relief at St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church.
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indiancreekschool.org

VISIT INDIAN CREEK!

EARLY CHILDHOOD DISCOVERY DAY
(Children Ages 2-5 & their Parents)

Tuesday, April 9, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m.

INDIAN CREEK STUDENTS
MAKE THE WORLD BETTER.

Indian Creek is a community that transforms children, 
from Pre-K 3 - Grade 12, into young adults who exhibit
 curiosity, optimism, perseverance, and a desire to 
have a positive impact on the world around them.

Check 
out our 

2019 
Summer 

Camp
Programs!

   

WELCOME WEDNESDAY MAY 8 
on both campuses from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.

lecting pollutants from 
its surface as it runs off, 
the navigated water can 
then be met with other 
planned management 
practices — rain gardens, 
tree planting, conserva-
tion landscaping — that 
help naturally “treat” 
polluted runoff water 
before finding its way into 
local streams.

Thompson’s passion for 
stormwater management 
and stream restoration 
was solidified in fall 2018 
through his participation 
with the Anne Arundel 
County Watershed Stew-
ards Academy (WSA). 
Concurrently, he began 
coursework at AACC, 
where he met Dr. Susan 
Lamont, biology depart-

ment professor. Lamont 
notified Thompson of the 
MRA scholarships.

“I think what made him 
especially strong as a stu-
dent was he knew exactly 
how what he was learn-
ing would fit into what 
he wanted to do next,” 
Lamont shared.

The criteria for MRA 
scholarships include aca-
demic and volunteer work 
in environmental science, 
a 2.0 GPA, and an essay 
explaining the applicant’s 
passion and why they’re a 
good candidate. Dr. Sally 
Hornor, vice president of 
MRA, supported the deci-
sion to award Thompson 
with the Jim Gutman and 
the E. Gordon Riley MRA 
scholarships.

“[Alexander] had an ex-

cellent history of volunteer 
work,” Hornor shared. “He 
has a degree in environmen-
tal science, and he wrote a 
great essay. He checked all 
the boxes really well.”

Thompson’s goal is to 
qualify for a master’s 
degree program in engi-
neering, something his 
bachelor’s degree in envi-
ronmental biology alone 
does not do. Hence, his 
interest in establishing his 
knowledge of engineering 
via an associate’s degree at 
AACC and later apply for a 
master’s degree program. 
With a deep appreciation 
for scientific knowledge, 
Thompson hopes to help 
preserve the sustain-
ability and habitability of 
the planet for the global 
population.

MRA Awards Two Scholarships
 »Continued from B8

gomery County special edu-
cation teacher, made sure 
Shayna’s education included 
many field trips and hands-
on experiences. Instead of 
reading about Renaissance 
art, Kristin took Shayna 
to museums to experience 
Leonardo Da Vinci, Michel-
angelo and others. Instead 
of reading William Shake-
speare, Kristin took Shayna 
to theater productions.

“My mom is a fantastic 
teacher for me and my sis-
ter,” Shayna said. “Learning 
was and always will be an 
adventure.”

Before she graduates from 
AACC this May, Shayna 
will play Lady Capulet in 

the college’s production of 
“Romeo and Juliet” from 
April 12–14, and April 19-
20. Also, she is a member of 
the college’s Coalition for 
Christian Outreach.

“Shakespeare’s words 
need movement; they need 
to be acted out,” she added.

Shayna plans to attend 
the University of Maryland, 
College Park, in the fall 
and study English with an 
emphasis on creative writ-
ing for the stage and screen. 
She plans to pursue a post-
graduate degree in London, 
a city she fell in love with 
when she was just 6 years 
old and read about the mag-
ical United Kingdom city, 
and then again last year 

after completing a summer 
program at the University 
of Oxford in England.

Her dream job would be 
writing for “Doctor Who,” a 
British science fiction tele-
vision program produced 
by the BBC since 1963, or 
perhaps writing and acting 
in her own show.

“I love how science fiction 
and fantasy toy with ethical 
questions,” Shayna said. “I 
am a total Sci-Fi nerd.”

For more information on 
Theatre at AACC’s spring 
production of “Romeo and 
Juliet,” including show 
times and ticket informa-
tion, visit www.aacc.edu 
and view the performing 
arts calendar.

Severna Park Teen Set To Graduate
 »Continued from B8

to balance students’ lunch 
accounts and help them af-
ford lunch.

“Last year, we had a stu-
dent who passed away tragi-
cally, so the money went 
to help his family pay for 
funeral costs,” said Chris-
tine McCallister, a science 
teacher at Magothy River 
who runs NJHS. “This year, 
the money [went toward] 
the lunch accounts.”

The talent show, which was 
held on March 27, featured 
a variety of acts, including 

skateboarding, bands, an 
Irish dancer, a jazz dancer, a 
teacher act and a prominent 
rapper in the school.

“Not only did I think it 
would be something that 
would be benefiting people 
who needed benefits, it 
would shed light on how 
important politics are on 
everyday life,” Blake said. 
“I think we need to be more 
curious about what’s going 
on in the world around us.”

The talent show charged 
$5 per person at the 
door, and it raised more 

than $900 to benefit the 
lunch accounts.

“I walked away from [the] 
talent show truly impressed. 
Impressed this show was 
hosted and ran by students. 
Impressed at the talent 
and courage displayed by 
students, faculty and staff. 
Impressed by the support of 
our community,” Williams 
said. “Lastly, impressed by 
the love and commitment 
to ensure student lunch 
accounts are current, and 
therefore providing them 
with a full meal.”

MRMS Raises Funds For Student Lunches
 »Continued from B8

SAVE THE DATE! 

Saturday, May 11, 2019 from 10am - 1pm  
at our Pasadena branch located at 4179 Mountain Road. 

• ProShred truck will provide FREE shredding 
• Free giveaways 
• Get to know your Arundel Federal branch 

No businesses please. Personal papers only. No cardboard. Limit 3 boxes/bags per 
vehicle.  Weather permitting.  Event will be held until the end or until truck fills up. 

Follow us on Facebook/ArundelFederal or visit AundelFederal.com 
for event updates. 

PRMI NMLS: 3094. PRMI is an Equal H ousing Lender. DISCLAIMER: Some products and services may not be available in all states. Credit and collateral are subject to approval. Terms and conditions 
apply. This is not a commitment to lend. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation, Commissioner of 

Financial Regulations, #5511.489 Ritchie Highway | Suite 202 | Severna Park, MD 21146

489 Ritchie Highway | Suite 202 | Severna Park, MD 21146

LIFE CAN SOMETIMES BE A ROLLER COASTER,
BUT FINANCING A HOME DOESN’T HAVE TO BE.

Racism and anti-Semi-
tism have no place in our 
schools. While we hope 
our children will never be 
subjected to acts of hate 
or biased behavior, both 
do occur far too often. 
This year, more nooses, 
swastikas and racial slurs 
have been found on school 
property, and multiple 
anti-Semitic incidents have 
occurred at schools across 
the county.

Biased behavior isn’t 
limited to racism and anti-
Semitism. Biased offenses 
can also be motivated by 
negative opinions or at-
titudes toward an indi-
vidual or group of people 
based upon disability, 
physical attributes, gender 
identity, sexual orienta-
tion or ethnicity/national 
origin. The results of 
biased behavior can affect 
a child’s emotional and 
physical wellbeing as well 
as be detrimental to his 
or her educational experi-
ence. The negative effects 
can be devastating and last 
a lifetime.

As a parent as well as a 
Board of Education mem-
ber, I want all our children 
to feel safe at school. No 
child should be the sub-
ject of hate.

Year-long projects — 
such as the Positivity 

Project, school assemblies 
that focus on kindness, 
and class circles in advi-
sory classes — help ensure 
all students feel safe and 
welcome in our schools. Ad-
ditionally, I am optimistic 
that the recently approved 
Global Citizenship course, 
with the appropriate 
teacher selection and train-
ing, will play a huge part 
in broadening students’ 
world view and encourage 
understanding.

While these programs, 
alongside anti-bias train-
ing for teachers and staff, 
are important steps toward 
eradicating bias and hate 
from our schools, we still 
have a long way to go. 
When these heinous acts 
occur, students and staff 
should call it what it is. We 
shouldn’t shy away from 
using terms like “racism,” 
“anti-Semitism,” or “biased 
behavior.”

Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools must also 
ensure that all schools have 
equal access to resources, 
programming and assem-
blies to address all types of 
biased behavior, as well as 
bullying, head on. Facili-
tating community con-
versations in partnership 
with community groups 
— similar to the recent 
Conversation about Accep-
tance held at Chesapeake 
Bay Middle School — is 
just one example of how we 
can, alongside the com-
munity, take responsibility 
for this chronic problem 

and work collaboratively to 
find solutions. I hope that 
similar community conver-
sations will occur in every 
school cluster.

When incidents oc-
cur, parents and students 
should have tools at the 
ready. These tools include 
involving a trusted school 
staff member, such as a 
school counselor; meet-
ing with school staff; and 
utilizing the harassment 
and intimidation (bullying) 
reporting form. This form 
can be found at www.aacps.
org/antibullying.

This page includes tons of 
helpful information as well 
as the form, which can be 
filled out online. Use this 
form! If you don’t report an 
incident, AACPS staff can’t 
investigate.

Lastly, I want to acknowl-
edge the stresses that our 
young people endure. Know 
that you are never alone 
and that you are loved. If 
you or someone you know 
is suffering, talk to a school 
counselor, school psycholo-
gist or favorite teacher, or 
reach out using the num-
bers below.
•	MD Youth Crisis 
Hotline 
www.aamentalhealth.org/
pr_warmline.cfm 
1-800-422-0009 
24 hours a day, seven 
days per week
•	National Suicide 
Prevention Hotlines 
1-800-SUICIDE (784-
2433) or 1-800-273-
TALK (8255)

Hate Has No Place In Our Schools
Dana 

Schallheim
AACPS Board 
of Education 

District 5
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WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.

Thank You for Voting us
Best Orthodontic Practice in Severna Park

                  www.orthowright.com • 410-544-0072

479 Jumpers Hole Rd., Suite 203 Severna Park, MD 21146

7 years
in a row!

Leah St. Lawrence 
is our April Smile of 
the Month. She is a 
sophomore at Severna 
Park High School and 
enjoys playing ice 
hockey and hanging 
out with friends 
in her free time.

Congratulations to our 
Smile of the Month!

Your Report Card Was Not So Good?
We are here to help!

Mathnasium of Severna Park

410-544-MATH (6284)
mathnasium.com/severnapark

558 Ritchie Hwy | Park Plaza Shopping Center

Proudly supporting 
teachers, schools 

and parent leaders 
everywhere!

* National PTA does not endorse any commercial entity, product, or service. No 
endorsement is implied by Mathnasium. To learn more, visit pta.org/sponsors.

Week 1 June 17 - June 21 
Incredibles  
They’re 
back….a family 
of superheroes, 
while living 
a quiet life, 
are out to 
save the world. It’s time to suit up with 
Helen, Bob, Violet, Dash and Jack-Jack.

Week 2 June 24 - June 28 
Cheer 

Future Cheerleaders  
will be introduced 
to cheers, 
jumps, tumbling, 
stunts, dances, 

and chants. Big Cheer Show at the end 
of the week for family and friends.

Week 3 July 1 - July 5 
Animal Adventure (Closed 

on Thursday, July 4th)
Experience the tropical 
sounds of a rain 
forest and visit with 
extraordinary animals 
along with our upside 
down fun gymnastics!!! 
Field trips planned to Eco Adventures.

Week 4 July 8 - July 12 
Mary Poppins 
The magic always returns and a new 
story begins when a magical new nanny 
arrives from 
the clouds. 
Everything is 
possible with 
a series of 
fantastical 
adventures.

The Gym will be 
closed for all Classes, 
Team, and Camps 
July 14th-21st for 
Summer Break!

Week 5 July 22 - July 26 
Under the Sea
Little mermaid loves life under the sea. 
They say it’s better where it’s wetter. 
Ariel is 
fascinated 
with life on 
land and her 
BF Flounder 
goes on 
all her 
adventures.

Week 6 July 29 – August 2 
Avengers
Contest of 
Champions!!! 
Earth’s 
mightiest 
heroes 
must come 
together and learn to battle as 
a team while collecting all six 
stones for the super powers.

Week 7 August 5 - August 9 
Lion King
Let’s Roar...
Everything the 
light touches is 
our kingdom. Simba 
returns to rise as 
the new King. Life’s greatest adventure 
is finding your place in the circle of life.

Week 8 August 12 – August 16 
Wreck it Ralph
Arcade-gamer is tired of being the bad 
guy so he decides to take matters into 
his own hands 
and accidently 
unleashes 
the enemy 
that affects 
the arcade.

Docksiders Gymnastics 
Summer Camps 2019!

Camps for ages 3 ½ - 5 years old and 6 & up. Monday thru Friday 9:00am to 2:00pm

EVERY TUESDAY OF CAMP BRING A FRIEND FOR FREE ! 
216 Najoles Road Millersville, MD       Call 410 987 8780 to Reserve Your Spot!

JingYing.org   410-431-5200

1195 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd #6, Arnold, MD 21012
Intersection of B&A Blvd. and Old County Rd

 Spring into Action!

* New students only     Expires May 31, 2019

Join us April 27 at 10 am
at the Severna Park Community Center

for World Tai Chi Day. 
Demos & Mini-workshops (FREE!)

Information & giveaways.

Try all of our programs for only $30!
Unlimited classes for children & adults.

$30 for 30 days

Kung Fu & Tai Chi

Each month, the Severna 
Park Voice poses a question 

to a local fifth-grade class. 
This month, students from 
Ms. Bytella’s class at Jones 
Elementary School answered 
the question:

If you could con-
trol the weather, 
what would you 
make it do?
I would make it warm 
because I like shorts.
Jake Austin

I would make it sunny so I 
could play outside at home 
without having to worry 
about putting on a coat or 
a rain jacket.
Ailee Briggs

If I could control the 
weather, I would make 
it snow because I like to 
have snowball fights.
David Carino

I would make it snow be-
cause I do not like school 
and like the snow. Also, I 
love the cold, so I would 
make it snow.
Michael Domina

I would make it 79 de-
grees and sunny because I 
like to go swimming and 
play sports.
Rylynn Emely

I would give sunny days 
to everyone.
Tommy Engstrom

I would always make 
it nice and cool out. I 
would love to relax and 

read a book.
Jeremiah Hadden

I would make the weather 
80 degrees and sunny so I 
could lie out on the beach 
or play in the ocean.
Ava Haley

If I could control the 
weather, I would make it 
sunny and warm because 
I love to play sports in the 
warm, and love to wear 
shorts and T-shirts.
Olivia Heskett

I would make it rain 
money and dogs so I could 
have my favorite animal 
and have millions 
of dollars.
Cole Hogan

If I could control the 
weather, I would make 
it 77 degrees and 

sunny because I love play-
ing outside.
Josie Gardner

I would change the 
weather to sunny if I 
could because when it is 
sunny, you can do much 
more stuff, like go to the 
beach. Also, you will feel 
better and happy. I feel it’s 
hard to stay sad when it is 
sunny outside.
Cody Gleason

I would make it get 
warmer because it is very 
cold and I do not like 
cold weather because it is 

just too cold.
Matthew Guloy

If I could control the sea-
son, I would always have 
summer because I love the 
heat and swimming.
Sebastian Jacobs

If I could control the 
weather, then I would 
make it snow so that I 
could go sledding. I would 
also like it because then 
I could stay inside more 
than on a summer day.
James Knott

If I could have control 
of the weather, I would 

make every day sunny and 
75 degrees.
Tony Macleay

If I could change the 
weather, I would make it 
good so I can go outside.
Joel Makowski

I would make it sunny 
because I love going to the 
beach and swimming in 
the river, and I think a lot 
of other people would like 
that, too.
Henry Marriner

I would make it snow be-
cause I dislike school.
Brody O’Brien

I would make it 75 degrees 
and sunny in July.
Aiden Osterloh

If I could control the 
weather, I would make it 
rain dogs so everyone can 
have a cute puppy.
Preston Roy

I would make it sunny be-
cause I don’t like to have 
indoor recess because I am 
very energetic.
Valeria Saenz

If I could control the 
weather, I would make it 
always sunny because I 
love warm weather.
Addison Scott

If I could control the 
weather, I would make it 
sunny because I love going 
to the beach and play-
ing sports!
Madison Scott

I would make it 60 de-
grees because it’s not hot 
or it’s not cold, so we can 
play soccer.
Zachary Simpkins

I would make it 80 degrees 
because it would be warm 
and we could play on the 
field and outdoor recess.
Joelle Viveiros

If I could control the 
weather, I would defi-
nitely make it be very 
warm and sunny because 
it would be horrible to 
stay inside all day when 
you could have a great 
summer day.
Valerie Waugh

If I could control the 
weather, I would make it 
all spring because you can 
always get in the pool.
Miyonna Wilkins

Ms. Bytella’s fifth-grade class answered the question “If you could control the weather, what would you make it do?”

Jones  Elementary School

Question 
of the month

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146 | 410-647-9400
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com

Calling All Local Writers! 
Do you have a way with words and a passion for the 

Severna Park community? We want you writing 
for us! To join our list of freelance reporters, send 
an email to spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com, and 
be sure to include a few samples of your writing.
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lives,” Shay explained.
Highlights of this year’s 

festival include an ex-
panded eco-marketplace 
that will feature fair trade 
items from local vendors 
and craftspeople. There 
will be upcycled and re-
purposed sewn items from 
Honknocker, natural bee 
products from Maryland’s 
Bee Havin’ second chance 
social enterprise, as well 
as Maryland Queen Bee. 
GNG and Hope Depot will 
sell fair trade items from 
around the world.

A bike-powered blender 
will mix smoothies, and 
there will be other farm-
to-table treats like salads 
and fruit bowls. The Big 
Bean will sell coffee at 
the event.

The Anne Arundel 
County recycling program 
will run an electronics 
collections booth, and 
Best Buy has signed on 
to take TVs and monitors 
for a $25 fee. Chesapeake 
Computer Refurbish-
ing Group will collect 
flat-screen monitors and 
computers.

In addition, Leveling 
the Playing Field will 
accept donated sports 
equipment including 
trophies and teamwear 
to provide to underprivi-
leged youth, and Music-
4More will collect used 

musical instruments. 
Gently used and new 
school supplies will be 
collected for the Bal-
timore Teacher Supply 
Swap — specifically pens, 
pencils, highlighters, 
Post-it notes, index cards, 
dry erase markers, lined 
notebook paper, copy 
paper, construction paper, 
tissues and hand sani-
tizer. Orphan Grain Train 
will gather new or gently 
used crayons, pencils and 
composition books, and 
local animal sanctuary 
and rescue organization 
MAS Rescue will take 
heartworm and flea-and-
tick preventive medicines 
that have not expired.

“It’s our hope that 
people will take advan-
tage of this convenience 
and recycle these items 
instead of adding them 
to the waste stream,” 
Shay said.

Wellness activities will 
include yoga with Park 
Kids Yoga and YogaWorks, 
as well as meditation 
resources and nutrition 
counseling. Mental health 
and suicide prevention ex-
perts will be at the event.

The Earth Day Festival 
will provide environmen-
tal educational booths 
and demonstrations. 
For more information, 
visit www.earthdayfes-
tivalSP.org.

Earth Day Festival To Focus 
On Ecology And Wellness
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Around the House

Access Mold & Fire Restoration 443-692-6213
3437 9th Street, Baltimore, MD 21225
www.accessdemolition.com/mold-restoration/

Arkadia Surfaces 410-216-3448
1981 Moreland Parkway, Bay 2, 4A, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.arkadiasurfaces.com

Barstow & Sons Heating & Cooling 410-544-2606
1825 George Avenue, Suite 6, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.barstowhvac.com

Bear Landscaping Inc. 410-969-0669
8116 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.bearlandscaping.com

Catalina Pool Builders 410-647-7665
836 Ritchie Highway, Suite 8, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.catalinapoolbuilders.com

Cunningham Contracting 410-721-8757
1541 Defense Highway, Gambrills, MD 21054
www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

Design Tops 410-761-6336
435 E. Stiemly Avenue, Glen Burnie, MD 21060
www.designtopsllc.com

Dove Remodeling 410-439-5700
8611 Fort Smallwood Road # C, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.doveremodelingservices.com

Johnson Lumber Company 410-987-5200
8200 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.johnsonlumber.biz

Landmark Roofing 443-223-7453
540 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 3,
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.remodelwithlandmark.com

Mid-Atlantic Deck & Fence Co. 410-544-1987
800 Route 3 South, Gambrills, MD 21054
www.midatlanticdeckandfence.com

Molly Maid of Central 
Anne Arundel County 410-349-8080

1517 Ritchie Highway, Suite 102, Arnold, MD 21012
www.mollymaid.com

Mosquito Squad 877-667-0823
www.mosquitosquad.com

Education

St. John the Evangelist 
School 410-647-2283

689 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.stjohnspschool.org

Food, Drink & Entertainment

Beijing Chinese Restaurant 410-544-5550
574 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.beijingchinesemd.com

Bill Bateman’s Bistro 410-315-7960
566 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.billbateman.com

Chick-Fil-A - Severna Park 410-647-6232
511 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spcfa.com

Dawson’s Liquors 410-544-6200
589 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.dawsonsliquor.com

Fishpaws Marketplace 410-647-7363
954 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012
www.fishpawsmarket.com

Garry’s Grill 410-544-0499
553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.garrysgrill.com

Goska’s Liquors 410-647-4041
501 Leelyn Drive, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.goskas.com

Harbour Spirits 410-544-6377
527 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.harbourspirits.com

Kirsten’s Cakery 410-431-5005 
541-C Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard,  
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.kirstenscakery.com

Ledo Pizza – Millersville 410-729-3333
8531 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.ledopizza.com/store/millersville

Ledo Pizza – Severna Park 410-544-3344 
552 E Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.ledopizza.com/store/severna-park

O’Loughlin’s Restaurant 410-349-0200
1258 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.oloughlinspub.com

Pascal’s Chophouse 410-647-8216
139 Ritchie Highway, Suite A, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.pascalschophouse.com

Port Tack Ltd. Wine & Spirits 410-974-0800
1246 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.porttackltd.com

Romilo’s Restaurant & Bar 410-544-6188
478-A Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.romilosrestaurant.com

Severna Park Lanes 410-647-0811
840 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gobowlingsevernapark.com

Toby’s Dinner Theatre 
of Columbia 1-800-88-TOBYS 

5900 Symphony Woods Road , Columbia, MD 21044
www.tobysdinnertheatre.com
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Pre-Kindergarten 3 through Grade 12 
indiancreekschool.org

410-923-3660 – Pre-K 3 through Grade 8 
410-849-5151 – Grades 9-12

Russell R. DwyeR, Inc.
md Lic 63813 Quality Since 1957

8377B Jumpers Hole Rd., millersville, md 21108

Licensed & Insured, Backflow Certified

• Water Heaters  • Disposals  • Sump Pumps  • Gas & Oil Boilers
 • Sinks & Showers  • Frozen Lines  • Water Main Repairs

• Toilets  • Leaky Faucets & Pipes  • Clogged Drains & Sewer
• Low Water Pressure  • Big or Small Jobs

(410) 647-3030

Plumbing & Heating
Problems Fixed Fast

Residential • Commercial
Sales-Service-Installation-Repairs

Quality  workmanship at affordable prices for over 30 years
 EXTERIOR

Siding | Roofing | Windows 
Doors | Concrete | Repair

Additions | Porches and More! 

WJ Hegarty
“SKIP”

INTERIOR
Kitchens | Baths

Drywall | Painting | Plaster
Repair and More!

NO JOB TOO SMALL

ASK ABOUT OUR 
WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE

LICENSED – INSURED 410-721-0633
From our  family to your family for over 30 years

MHIC 
#9961

H O M e  I M Pr OV e M e N t S

FREE
Estimates

Covering all Angles

Basement Finishing
Custom CaBinetry

Doors & trim
KitChens & Bathrooms

www.vertexcarpentry.com 
443.926.6657

Roofing Services 
Repairs/Replacements. All Types of Roofing.

Philip Smith
301-779-1389  Office | 202-631-5086  Cell

MHIC#106076-130585

Chimney Repair 
and Maintenance

WE MAKE CHIMNEYS 
HEALTHY

(410) 590-4800

www.cleansweepaa.com

Locally owned and
operated for over 41 years.

Severna Park Elemen-
tary School’s annual PTA 
Variety Show will be held 
April 5 this year.

Now in its 13th year, the 
variety show has raised 
more than $7,000 for the 
Susan G. Komen Foun-
dation since 2015. This 
year, all proceeds from 
the show will benefit the 
Fortney Breast Center 
at Anne Arundel Medi-
cal Center.

“We decided, especially 
with being such a commu-
nity-based school, that it 
would be nice to change it 
to something more local,” 
said Shannon Pearson, 
one of the show’s execu-
tive directors this year.

The show features 46 
acts and 150 students 
having their shining star 
moments. Audiences can 
expect to see magic, hula-
hooping, singing, dancing 
and even taekwondo this 
year. Each act lasts 90 
seconds to two minutes, 
so the show runs roughly 

two-and-a-half hours.
This year, the produc-

tion staff is entirely new. 
Pearson and Joe Comer 
are the executive produc-
ers, and Melissa Connelly 
is the assistant producer. 
Fifth-grade teacher Jen-
nie Merrill is staying in 
her role as stage manager.

“We are trying to keep 
within the same vein of 

giving each kid the op-
portunity to have their 
shining star moment and 
showcasing their talents,” 
Pearson said.

A variety of concessions 
will be available in the 
lobby: popcorn, cookies, 
cupcakes, candy and bot-
tled water. All proceeds 
from the concessions will 
be donated to the Fortney 

Breast Center, as well.
The SPES PTA Variety 

Show will be held Friday, 
April 5, at Severna Park 
Elementary. The show 
starts at 7:00pm. While 
tickets aren’t required, 
there is a suggested $5 
donation per person. 
All proceeds from the 
show benefit the Fortney 
Breast Center.

SPES Presents Annual Shining Star Variety Show

The variety show features 46 acts and 150 students having their shining star moments.

Are you a high school 
junior or senior interested 
in the field of journalism? 
The Severna Park Voice 
offers internships to stu-
dents who are avid learn-
ers and will be enrolled in 

a newspaper or journal-
ism class this semester.

Interns will have excit-
ing opportunities to 
write articles, pitch story 
ideas, take photos and 
— best of all — see their 

bylines in an established 
publication!

To qualify, students 
must maintain a 2.5 or 
higher GPA and have the 
consent of parents and 
journalism teachers/ad-

visers. To apply, submit a 
resume, a letter of recom-
mendation from journal-
ism teacher/adviser and 
writing and/or photogra-
phy samples to spvnews@
severnaparkvoice.com

Calling All High School Journalism Students!
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Health, Beauty & Fitness 

Baker Sisters Family Dental Care 410-768-7740
8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.bakersisters.com

Brightview Senior Living 
Severna Park 410-220-6858

469 Jumpers Hole Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.brightviewseniorliving.com

Cranska, Dr. Jeffrey 410-975-9331
877 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 305, 
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.cranska.com

Emidio Vincenzo Escape Salon & Spa 410-647-6421
836 Ritchie Highway, Suite 15, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.evescape.com

ExpressCare – urgent Care Centers 410-544-0571
153 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.whywaitintheer.com

Hearing Solutions Audiology Center 410-672-1244
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.hearsolutions.com

Heartlands 410-729-1600
715 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.heartlandsassistedliving.com

Maryland Primary 
Care Physicians 410-255-2700

24 Magothy Beach Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.mpcp.com

Park Mom Fitness 410-279-8910
www.parkmomfitness.com

Spring Arbor of Severna Park 410-544-7774
838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 3, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.springarborliving.com

Tough Love Salon 1-667-777-2566
356 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.toughlove.salon

Valle, Dr. Brian 410-987-9100
251 Najoles Road, Suite J, Millersville, MD 21108
www.drbrianvalle.com

Wright Orthodontics 410-544-0072
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com

Retail 

Bulldog Bikes and Floats 410-544-6453
405 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.bulldogbikesandfloats.com

Franklin’s Toys 410-544-1844
558A Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.franklinstoystore.com

Houck’s Menswear 410-757-5500
1382 Cape St. Claire Road, Annapolis, MD 21409

Park Plaza Merchant’s Association
550-582 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

Side Street Framers 410-544-9050
558 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.sidestreetframers.com

Stevens Battery 
Warehouse 410-544-2441

8220 Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.stevensbattery.com

Wild Bird Center 
of Severna Park 410-647-2453

568 G Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.wildbird.com/franchises/wild-bird-center-of-severna-park

Zachary’s Jewelers 410-544-4005
522-A Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.zacharysjewelers.com

Services

Arundel Federal 410-544-9600
50 W. McKinsey Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.arundelfederal.com

Bank of Glen Burnie 410-766-3300
www.bofgb.com

The David Orso Team 
of Compass Real Estate 443-372-7171

8 Evergreen Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.davidorso.com

Diggs Law 410-244-1189
8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 204, Millersville, MD 21108
www.diggslaw.com

Fellner Legal Services 443-906-0117
485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.flslawyer.com

Frame & Frame Attorneys at Law 410-255-0373
8562 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frameandframelaw.com

Frank Taglienti of Berkshire Hathaway 
PenFed REALTORS® 410-384-9878 – Direct

565 Benfield Road, Suite 100, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.franktaglienti.com

Frank & Bill’s Auto Collision 410-255-3368
3306 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frankandbills.com

Gardiner & Appel 410-647-7777
570 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gardinerappelgroup.com

High Volume Imaging 410-686-2400
www.highvolumeimaging.com

Homeland Title & Escrow, Ltd. 410-544-6700
811 Ritchie Highway, Suite 200, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.homelandtitleandescrow.com

Jean Andrews of 
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc. 410-975-3286

541-B Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.longandfoster.com/jeanandrews

Moran Insurance 410-544-3422
696 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.moraninsurance.com

Podickory Point 
Yacht & Beach Club 410-757-8000

2116 Bay Front Terrace, Annapolis, MD 21409
www.podickorypoint.com

Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc. 410-777-8393
489 Ritchie Highway, Suite 202, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.primaryresidentialmortgage.com

Revere Bank 443-274-1020
8529 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.reverebank.com

Severn Bank 410-544-0800
598 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnbank.com

Severna Park Automotive 410-647-8322
499 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparkautomotive.com

WNAV 410-263-1430
236 Admiral Drive, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.1430wnav.com
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410-975-0090
www.RutzenEye.com

Jim’s Body shop
410-647-1178

Family Owned & Operated for 45 Years

• All work guaranteed for as 
long as you own the vehicle

• FREE Estimates

• We accept all Insurance

247 Keedy’s Lane  |  Pasadena, MD
Owner - Jim Keedy  |  Fax 410-647-4231

Brian M Conrad, CFP®
Financial Advisor

479 Jumpers Hole Rd Suite 202
Severna Park, MD 21146
410-544-8970

Member SIPC

Contact me today. 

Premier
P l a n n i n g  G r o u p

Wealth Management

115 West Street, Suite 400, Annapolis, Maryland 21401
www.premierplanninggroup.com | 443.837.2532

Premier Planning Group is an independent firm with securities offered through Summit 
Brokerage Services, Inc., Member FINRA, SIPC. Jason LaBarge and Premier Planning 

Group, or any of its affiliates, do not represent the federal government, including the SSA.

During the 52nd annual 
Anne Arundel County Re-
gional Science and Engi-
neering Expo on March 14, 
approximately 100 county 
middle and high school 
students earned first-place 
awards. Below are the win-
ners from Severna Park 
and Arnold.

BROADNECK HIGH
•	Zoe	Barbour 
“Momentum Conundrum”
Second Place
Grade 9, Physics
— United States Air Force 
STEM Award
•	Noah	Barton 
“Does Weight Affect 
Hovercraft Travel 
Distance?”
Honorable Mention 
Grade 9, Engineering 
Mechanics
•	Katheryne	Lochart
“Wing It!”
First Place
Grade 11, Physics
— Biophysical Society Award
— United States Metric 
Award for Best Use of the 
International System 
of Units
— United States Air Force 
STEM Award
— Society of Women
Engineers Outstanding
Engineer Award
— ITA Excellence in Science 
and Engineering Award
•	Nicole	Schroeder
“The Effect of Fertilizer 
Type: Nitrate 
and Runoff”
Third Place, Grade 9
Environmental Science

•	Bianca	Wilson
“What’s the Pitch?”
Third Place
Grade 9, Physics

MAGOTHY RIVER 
MIDDLE
•	Mia	Chapman
“Thinking Inside the Box”
Second Place
Grade 8, Energy: Physical
— Naval Science Award 
Junior Division
•	Lindsay	Curley
“Does Temperature 
Affect the Freezing 
Point of H2O?”
Honorable Mention
Grade 8, Environmental 

Science
•	Heather	Doyen	and	
Liam Doyen 
“Protecting People 
Through the Power 
of Paper”
Honorable Mention 
Grade 8, Physics
•	Zachary	Gardiner 
“Sound Off”
First Place 
Grade 8, Energy: Physical
— Broadcom MASTERS 
Outstanding Middle School 
Project Award

•	Natalie	Hosie
“Would You Think This 
Project Was Cool?”
Second Place

Grade 7, Behavioral & Social 
Sciences
—Broadcom MASTERS 
Outstanding Middle School 
Project Award
•	Rory	Jacobs
“Are Band-Aids Really 
Stuck on You?”
First Place
Grade 8, Health Sciences
•	Camden	Lodico
“How EMF Affects Us”
Third Place
Grade 8, Energy: Physical
•	Zachary	Robinson
“Keeping It Private: 
Blocking RFID Readers”
Second Place
Grade 8, Systems Software
•	Ella	Sherman	—

“The Science Behind 
Popovers”
Honorable Mention
Grade 7, Chemistry
•	Benjamin	Sterner
“What Wash Preserves 
Strawberries the 
Longest?”
Second Place
Grade 7, Biochemistry
•	Brooke	Velez
“Solar Science”
Honorable Mention
Grade 7, Energy: Physical
•	Olivia	West 
“What Sail Shape Allows 
the Boat to Travel 
Fastest?”
Third Place
Grade 7, Engineering 
Mechanics
—ITA Honorable Mention
•	James	O’Leary
Third Place
Computer Science 
Competition
•	Timothy	Wintrode
Honorable Mention 
Computer Science 
Competition

SEVERN RIVER 
MIDDLE
•	Lillian	Moss
“How Does Color Affect 
Perception of Taste?”
First Place
Grade 6, Biochemistry

SEVERNA PARK HIGH
•	Anna	McCallister 
“Worming Through 
Plastic Waste”
First Place
Grade 9, Environmental 

Science
•	Sebastien	Brennan 
Fibonacci
“Retracement in Financial 
Risk Management”
First Place
Grade 12, Mathematics
—Educational Systems 
FCU Outstanding Math-
ematics Award
—Defense Spectrum 
Organization Excellence in 
Mathematics
—Achievement in 
Mathematics Award
•	Ethan	Prigge 
“Pulverizing Parasites: 
Building New Vaccines”
First Place 
Grade 11
—Biomedical Engineering & 
Sigma Xi Scientific Research 
Society Award

SEVERNA PARK 
MIDDLE
•	Nadine	Maggio 
“How Does the Type of 
Plant Affect Erosion?”
Honorable Mention 
Grade 6, Environmental 
Science
•	Sabrina	Richter	Beam 
“Deflection: Theory 
Versus Reality”
First Place 
Grade 6, Engineering 
Mechanics
—Broadcom MASTERS 
Outstanding Middle School 
Project Award
•	Dylan	Rockey 
“How Does Irradiated Wa-
ter Affect Plant Growth?”
Second Place 
Grade 8, Plant Sciences

Local Students Excel At County Science And Engineering Expo

Magothy River Middle School had 15 students place or receive honorable mentions at the 
Anne Arundel County Regional Science and Engineering Expo.
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Tech Talk With 
Dr. Cranska

In upcoming months, I 
will answer questions on 
high-technology dentistry. 

Please direct inquiries to my 
website at www.cranska.com or 
email me at familylaserdenti-
stry@outlook.com.

Oral Health Care 
During Pregnancy

The American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecolo-
gists has issued statements 
advising patients to see a 
dentist during pregnancy. The 
ACOG confirmed that teeth 
cleanings, local anesthesia and 
X-rays (with protective apron 
shielding of the abdomen and 
thyroid) are safe for pregnant 
women. The American Dental 
Association agrees that oral 
health care during pregnancy 
is safe and needed.

A woman’s health care 
needs change throughout her 
life. Different concerns exist 
during puberty, menstruation, 
pregnancy, menopause and 
post-menopause.

Q: Why is dental care 
important if I’m plan-
ning to have a baby or if 
I’m pregnant?

A: If a mother has ac-
tive decay in her mouth, it 
increases the chances of her 
baby having tooth decay. Her 
mouth bacteria can be passed 
to her children. Pregnancy 
can cause gum problems and 
tooth erosion. Up to three out 
of four pregnant women have 
gingivitis due to hormon-
al changes.

Q: What are peri-
odontitis and periodon-
tal disease?

A: Periodontal disease is 
an infection of the tissues 
that surround teeth. It is 
caused by the accumulation of 
bacteria (long-term plaque). 
It’s progressive, causing the 
structures that support teeth 
to break down (gums, jaw 
bone and attachment to the 
roots). As gums are damaged, 
pockets develop around the 

teeth. Untreated, more gum 
is destroyed and infection 
spreads down the roots to in-
fect bone. Even healthy teeth 
become loose, fall out or need 
to be extracted. Periodontitis 
is the primary cause of adults 
losing their teeth.

Gingivitis is the milder and 
reversible form of periodontal 
disease, with no bone loss, yet.

Untreated gingivitis can 
progress to chronic periodon-
titis. Oral infections need to 
be treated during pregnancy.

Q: What is tooth enam-
el erosion?

A: Acid erosion begins with 
enamel demineralization, 
dissolving of the outer enamel 
surface of the tooth. Enamel 
is the hardest surface in the 
human body.

Frequent vomiting can 
cause enamel demineraliza-
tion from direct exposure 
to stomach acid. Rinse your 
mouth after vomiting, but 
don’t brush for about half an 
hour. Allow the enamel to 
remineralize and be less soft.

Early demineralization can 
be reversed with dental office 
and home application of pre-
scription fluoride and calcium 
phosphate gels and varnishes.

Q: How do I take care of 
my teeth and gums when I 
find out I’m pregnant?

A: You need to do 
three things:
•	Make an appointment with 

your dentist if it’s been six 
months or when you are 
due for an examination and 
professional cleaning. Tooth 
decay and periodontal dis-
ease can be treated.
•	 Step up your home brush-

ing and flossing regimen. 
Use preventative products 
(fluoride rinses, gels, etc.) 
to prevent the onset of 
tooth decay.
•	Drink at least 8 ounces of 

fluoridated tap water a day. 
This gives the babies form-
ing teeth cavity prevent-
ing fluoride.

Oral health care is a part 
of your overall wellbeing and 
should be maintained before, 
during and after pregnancy 
and throughout a wom-
an’s lifetime.

Jeffrey Cranska
Family Laser 

Dentistry

Benfield Elementary School’s Kids 
Heart Challenge Raised Record Amount

Benfield Elementary students raised a personal record-breaking 
$17,825 for the American Heart Association through the Kids 
Heart Challenge. The top 10 students who fundraised the most 
money got to spin a wheel, which landed on the teacher they got to 
slime at an all-school assembly on Friday, March 22. This year, 
fourth-grader Colby Evans was the top fundraiser in the school 
with $848. As a reward, Colby got to slime Benfield Principal 
Deborah Short. This fundraiser is special for Colby, whose dad was 
diagnosed with heart disease in 2015. “This event helps bring 
awareness that heart disease can happen to anybody at any time,” 
said Heidi Evans, Colby’s mom, who attended the assembly. “This 
helps make the community more aware of the symptoms.” Since 
2001, Benfield Elementary has raised roughly $149,259 for the 
American Heart Association, according to youth marketing director 
Denise Harbaugh, who attended the assembly.

Varicose veins can hap-
pen to just about any-
one at any age. That’s 

why you should review this 
list of the top 12 warning 
symptoms of varicose veins.

Do you experience 
any of the 
following?
•	Leg pain or aching legs?
•	Cramping?
•	Burning or itching 
of the skin?
•	Leg or ankle swelling?
•	A “heavy” feeling 
in the legs?
•	Skin discoloration or 
texture changes?
•	Restless legs?

•	Open wounds or sores?
•	Has anyone in your 
family been diagnosed 
with vein disease?
•	Have you recently 
been pregnant?
•	Do your legs feel achy 
after prolonged periods 
of sitting or standing?
•	Have you tried other 
methods of treatment 
with little or no symp-
tom relief or do symp-
toms reoccur?

You May Have 
Vein Disease

If you answered “yes” 
to any of those questions, 
you may be suffering from 
superficial venous reflux 
disease. In fact, according to 
Stanford Hospital in Cali-
fornia, approximately half 
the U.S. population suffers 
from vein disease.

Today, you can choose 
from a variety of minimally 
invasive procedures that are 
quick and virtually painless, 
provide fast recovery times, 
and are normally covered by 
your insurance or Medicare.

Treatment Options 
for Vein Disease
•	VNUS Closure (also 
known as Venefit) — 
Delivers heat to dissolve 
the vein wall quickly and 
effectively. Most patients 
return to normal activity 
immediately following 
the procedure.
•	Verithena Endo-
venous Microfoam 
Injection — Provides a 
new, safe and effective 
treatment alternative to 
microphlebectomy.
•	VenaSeal Closure Sys-
tem — Uses a medical-

grade glue to close 
damaged veins. Patients 
walk out with only a 
small bandage.
•	Sclerotherapy — In-
jects a medication into 
targeted spider veins to 
make them disappear 
before your eyes.

What To Expect In 
A Vein Treatment 
Center

You should choose a 
treatment center dedi-
cated exclusively to vein 
care, with experienced 
physicians who are board-
certified surgeons and a 
practice concierge who 
checks your insurance 
coverage before your first 
appointment.

For more information, call 
410-946-6256 or visit www.
mdveinprofessionals.com.

Are You Aware Of The 12 Warning 
Symptoms Of Varicose Veins?

Jon A. Hupp, MD, 
FSVS, FACS 
Maryland Vein 
Professionals

As a professional hair 
stylist and colorist, 
I get a lot of ques-

tions about store-bought 
“box” hair color, and I fix 
a lot of problems caused 
by home hair colorists. It’s 
important to understand 
how these products work, 
what can go wrong, and 
why I always recommend 
using an experienced 
professional.

Most box colors are per-
manent hair colors that are 
designed to replace color 
pigments in the hair shaft 
so the results can last until 
new hair grows out. To do 
this, they contain ammo-
nia (or an alternative) to 
swell the hair cuticles open 
(think of them like scales). 
Then a peroxide devel-
oper is added, opening the 
cuticles further, lighten-
ing the existing pigment, 
and helping carry the new 
color pigments into the 
hair shaft.

While this sounds simple 
enough, the process must 
be carefully controlled to 
prevent damage. If the 
hair swells too much, the 

hair shaft is compromised, 
which results in damage or 
breakage. This is one of the 
problems with box col-
ors. They are made strong 
enough to be effective on a 
wide range of hair, but as 
a result, they tend to cause 
damage. You can minimize 
damage by choosing a 
high-quality product and 
following the instructions 
and timing carefully.

Another common 
problem with box color 
is “build-up” and “band-
ing” that can occur due to 
heavy pigments combined 
with improper application. 

After your roots show, and 
you apply color again, the 
previously colored hair 
gets darker and the new 
hair is lighter. After a few 
applications, a “build-up” 
will form and you will see 
visible “bands” of color. 
Professionals avoid this by 
sectioning your hair and 
applying color only to new 
growth and then blending.

With these tips, you can 
minimize damage and get 
decent results, but only if 
you want boring color and 
there are not any other 
factors to consider. Color-
ists consider many other 

factors: natural hair color, 
porosity, gray coverage, 
deposits from hard water 
or chlorine, heat and sun 
exposure, etc. They know 
what’s best for your specific 
hair. They use high-quality 
products (like Davines) 
to mix custom colors at 
strengths that are perfect 
for you. Like an artist, they 
also use special application 
techniques to add subtle or 
bold dimension.

Think of it like this; you 
can buy the best paint in 
the world, but that doesn’t 
make you an artist. Profes-
sional colorists use qual-
ity products and have the 
creative talent, knowledge, 
skills and experience to 
achieve beautiful results 
that are tailored to your 
specific hair condition, 
which changes over time. 
They also place color pre-
cisely, use toners for special 
effects, add vivid accents 
and much more.

So if you want profes-
sional results, find an ex-
perienced colorist who uses 
quality products from re-
sponsible companies. Work 
with them to get custom 
color that you love and are 
able to maintain. Then, use 
the hair care products they 
recommend to help main-
tain that look for longer.

Hair Color: Thinking Out Of The Box
Lisa Cardillo

Tough Love Salon

Jing Ying Hosts World 
Tai Chi Day On April 27

Over the past two de-
cades, a special cele-
bration of tai chi and 

qigong has quietly grown 
across the planet. Each year, 
on the last Saturday of April, 
in hundreds of cities in more 
than 80 nations, World Tai 
Chi & Qigong Day events 
have been held in every 
time zone around the world. 
Starting at 10:00am in the 
first time zone and moving 
in a wave around the earth 
as 10:00am reaches each new 
time zone, groups will gather 
to practice tai chi.

The Jing Ying Institute 
of Kung Fu & Tai Chi, a 
participant in this global 
event for nearly two decades, 
will celebrate World Tai Chi 
& Qigong Day this year on 
Saturday, April 27. The event 
will be held at the Severna 
Park Community Center, 
under the trees beside the 
Holy Grounds building, from 
10:00am to 11:30am. If it 
rains, the event will be held 
inside the building.

The event will feature 
demonstrations of tai chi 
followed by free mini-work-
shops suitable for all levels 
of fitness. People are wel-
come to show up at any time, 
from 10:00am to 11:30am.

An information table will 
have with handouts about 
the health benefits of tai chi, 
as well as coupons for free 
classes and other giveaways.

Tai chi is believed to boost 
the immune system, slow 
the aging process, lower 
high blood pressure, relieve 
stress, and improve balance 
and coordination. Harvard 
Medical School has stated 
that tai chi is one of the 
five “best exercises you can 
ever do.” Jing Ying Institute 
hopes to spread information 
about the incredible health 
benefits to as many people 
as possible through ongoing 
outreach. For more details 
and links to research on the 
benefits of tai chi, visit www.
jingying.org/taichi.htm.

To provide more in-depth 
information about tai chi, a 
free workshop will be held in 
May at Jing Ying Institute. 
Visit www.jingying.org for 
more information.

World Tai Chi & QiGong 
Day is held in the same 
month as World Healing 
Day and Earth Day. Tai Chi 
groups gather in public 
places around the world 
at 10:00am (local time) 
to exhibit tai chi to the 
community.

Some purposes for holding 
this event:

1. To educate the world to 
the profound implications 
tai chi can offer our person-
al, social and world health.

2. To improve interna-
tional relations by joining tai 
chi practitioners around the 
world in celebration.
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AACC To Host Spring Film Festival 
Of Student And Alumni Work

Made In Maryland 
Festival Offers Fun Day 

On The Chesapeake

By Sharon Mager

Maryland is known 
for its affinity for 
Edgar Allan Poe 

and for sprinkling Old Bay 
on every type of food, but 
the state is also home to 
unique artisans, entertain-
ers and wineries. Much of 
that creativity will be on 
display during the third 
annual Made In Maryland 
Festival at Kurtz’s Beach 
(2070 Kurtz Avenue) from 
11:00am to 5:00pm on Sun-
day, May 5.

The family event draws 
more than 2,500 people 
each year to enjoy a day of 
relaxation, games, food, live 
music, jousting, and arts 
and crafts, all while basking 
in the beauty of the Ches-
apeake Bay.

Kurtz’s Beach event 
planner Ashley Mason, a 
member of the Kurtz family, 
emphasized that families 
with children will have 
plenty to do. Kids will have 
fun in the moon bounce, at 
the petting zoo or the face 
painting booth as well as 
listening to stories by the 
Chesapeake Mermaid.

More than 120 vendors 
will feature items rang-
ing from woodworking, 
painting, metal works, 
handmade soaps, jewelry, 
honey, photography, and 
hand-blown glass. There will 
even be a live glass-blowing 
demonstration.

Visitors can try their 

hand at a Splash City golf 
range with targets in the 
water. To make it even more 
special, the balls are biode-
gradable with fish food in 
the middle.

Food trucks will provide 
brick oven pizza, seafood 
(including raw bar foods), 
Mexican fare, pasta and 
lots of sweets, like snow-
balls, cookies, caramels and 
chocolates.

Entertainment includes 
music by Southern Charm, 
which is a country and clas-
sic rock cover band, and The 
Brian Farley Band, which 
performs rock, pop, reggae 
and country.

Also on hand will be the 
Maryland Jousting Tourna-
ment Association, The Balti-
more Hon Hive, Charm City 
Roller Girls, The Chesapeake 
Mermaid, and the Dun-
Pikin Farm Petting Zoo.

Kurtz’s Beach is an 
86-year-old Pasadena insti-
tution that was known to 
many as a beach destination 
where families created fun 
memories. With the Made 
In Maryland Festival in the 
spring and Wine on the Wa-
ter in the fall, Kurtz’s Beach 
is inviting former guests 
and new generations to en-
joy a community landmark.

“It’s all about the commu-
nity,” Mason said. “We want 
to continue that heritage 
and be able to give back to 
the community.”

Tickets are $15 for adults 

Photo by Andrew Candella

The festival treats attendees to games, food, live music, 
jousting, and arts and crafts, all while basking in the 
beauty of the Chesapeake Bay.

By Judy Tacyn

It’s lights, camera, action 
for Anne Arundel Commu-
nity College students and 
alumni as budding film-
makers vie for top awards in 
AACC’s spring film festival. 
Hosted by the college’s 
video club, the film festival 
will feature student work 
on April 26.

The main goal of the film 
festival is to highlight and 
showcase work from current 
and former students, main-

ly in the program, but any 
AACC student can submit 
a film to be reviewed by an 
outside juror. Dina Fiasco-
naro, associate professor at 
Stevenson University, will 
serve as juror of films.

“I think it’s important 
that students have this op-
portunity to apply to some-
thing, and potentially if 
selected, screen their work,” 
said Chanan Delivuk, pro-
fessorial lecturer in video at 
Anne Arundel Community 
College and faculty adviser 

for the college’s video club. 
“There are awards associ-
ated with this festival, so 
it’s a professional practice 
that will give students 
real-world experience for 
applying to festivals in the 
future, particularly once 
they leave AACC, and it is a 
resume builder.”

Delivuk said the event 
will feel like other film 
festivals. “Each category 
will be screened one at a 
time with short animations 
provided by the animation 

club on campus in between,” 
she said. “Our juror will 
be in attendance and will 
announce awards for each 
category, and there will be 
time afterward to mingle 
and ask questions.”

To enter the festival, stu-
dents will submit their work 
in comedy, horror, avant-
garde, documentary, action, 
drama or shorts (anything 
under four minutes). There 
will also be an overall Best 
Of award for the submission 

By Laura McElwain 
Colquhoun

Personal connections, 
mortality awareness, 
hopefulness and the heal-
ing power of art — these 
paradoxical themes and 
more are part of the upcom-
ing musical “A New Brain,” 
which will be performed 
by the Colonial Players of 
Annapolis from April 12 
through May 5.

The musical follows the 
journey of Gordon, a musi-
cian who, during a time of 
professional struggles, suf-
fers a brain condition called 
arteriovenous malformation 
that requires brain surgery. 
His life becomes radically 
different after receiving his 

new brain, as he learns to 
reprioritize what is impor-
tant in life. His professional 
life also flourishes, and he 
finds his musical composi-
tions easier to write. A song 
he found impossible to fin-
ish before becomes effort-
less with a new brain. The 
autobiographical story was 
written by playwright Wil-
liam Finn, who chronicled 
his own experience before 
and after brain surgery.

Much of the musical’s 
storyline develops around 
how Gordon’s family and 
friends react differently to 
and cope with their loved 
one’s tenuous situation. The 
music reflects the gamut of 
emotions all the characters 
experience, and, by exten-
sion, the audience will ride 
the emotional rollercoaster 
with them. The music 
ranges from jazzy to a bal-
lad. “The audience will see 
themselves in the charac-
ters and enjoy the music 
because it is amazing,” said 
Alicia Sweeney, director of 
“A New Brain.”

Ron Giddings plays the 
role of Gordon. Giddings is 

a Severna Park native and 
currently heads the the-
ater department at Severn 
School. He referred to his 
character as “immersive” 
because he expertly shares 
a range of emotions from 

frustration to sarcasm. 
He said the musical “plays 
homage to those in trauma.” 
Giddings’ tenor voice is 
also powerful.

The role of Gordon’s physi-

 Fun And Heartwarming “A New Brain” 
Opens April 12 At Colonial Players

Photo courtesy of Colburn Images

The musical “A New Brain” follows the journey of a musician 
named Gordon who must reprioritize his life following surgery.

By Audrey Ruppert

“Us” is likely to 
become a horror 
classic, up there 

in the Hall of Fame with 
“The Shining” and “Psycho.” 
Deeply unsettling from 
beginning to end, Jordan 
Peele’s sophomore film does 
not disappoint. The director 
set the bar high with “Get 
Out” and branches into new 
territory with “Us,” show-
ing the true breadth of his 
talent and his uncanny 
ability to be horrifying and 
hilarious at the same time.

“Us” is difficult to 
describe without reveal-
ing spoilers, but the basic 
premise revolves around 
a black family that goes 
on vacation to its sum-
mer beach home, only to 
be attacked by another 
family of doppelgang-
ers. While “Get Out” is 
grounded in normalcy for 
the majority of the film and 
becomes more unsettling 
as time goes by, leading to 
an explosive twist, “Us” 
brings on the horror almost 
immediately. The opening 
sequence features a haunt-
ing anthem reminiscent of 
“Sikiliza Kwa Wahenga,” 
the title theme from “Get 

Out.” Both were composed 
by Michael Abels, whose 
score makes half the horror 
of both films.

Adding to the terror is 
the fact that nobody — the 
main characters, most of 
the world, or the audience 
— knows what is hap-
pening. Horror films are 
often based on a simple 
premise of a monster, killer 
or supernatural entities 
preying on their victims, 
simply because they are evil 
by nature. “Us” throws us 
into confusion, and I spent 
most of the film racking 

my brains as to what the 
villains wanted, whether 
the villains were even real, 
and what was happening in 
general. There are also mul-
tiple unpredictable twists, 
particularly the final, 
earth-shattering twist that 
changes the viewer’s per-
ception of the entire story.

Peele seems to have 
created a whole genre of 
layered, symbolic, cerebral 
and racial horror. If you’re 
sick of sequels, reboots 
and superhero movies, 
Peele’s films do not disap-

Creative And Original, Peele’s 
“Us” Is An Instant Classic

Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures

With “Us,” director Joran Peele has created a genre of 
layered, symbolic, cerebral and racial horror.

By Judy Tacyn

Centuries 
after 
his 

death, Wil-
liam Shake-
speare is still 
considered 
the world’s 
best English-
language 
writer and 
dramatist. To 
celebrate the 
works of the 
writer, often 
referred to as the “Bard of 
Avon,” the Severna Park 
Library will host Shake-
speare in the (Severna) 
Park on Saturday, April 13, 
at 2:00pm. There will be 
crafts, activities, games 
and a special performance 
by the Children’s Theatre 
of Annapolis.

“We are very excited 
about this program; it is 
our second year putting 
on this event,” said Sa-
mantha Zline of Severna 
Park Library. “Angela Pesi, 
library associate, and I 
are both big Shakespeare 
fans and we wanted to 
find a way to share our 

love of the 
Bard with the 
community.”

The fam-
ily friendly 
event includes:

Decorate 
a mask for 
the costume 
party — 
Decorate a 
party mask 
so you can 
sneak into the 
Capulet ball 
with Romeo 
and Mercutio!

Make your Family Coat 
of Arms — Decorate a 
shield to represent your 
family’s history.

Scavenger Hunt — Find 
hidden images from classic 
Shakespeare film adap-
tations hidden through 
the library. Follow the 

Severna Park Library To Celebrate 
Shakespeare’s 455th Birthday

AACC film students are 
preparing their best 
works for the upcoming 
festival on April 26.

A special 30-minute adaptation of “Macbeth” will be 
performed by the Children’s Theatre of Annapolis’ Teen Acting 
Group (TAG) during Shakespeare in the (Severna) Park.
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•	Open	24	hours
•	 2	Modern	Touch	Free	
Automatics

•	 5	Self	Service	
Wash	Bays

•	 Family	owned	and	
operated	since	1985

Severna
Park’s

Car Wash

2	Robinson	Road,	Severna	Park,	MD
mightyspray@gmail.com | 410-544-6868

Wash Away Winter With Our Spring Specials!

836 Ritchie Highway, Suite 15
Severna Park, Maryland 21146 

410.647.6421 | www.evescape.com

Follow us:    @emidiovincenzoescape for more details

Tickets:  www.marylandhall.org
Or call the Box O�ce: 410-280-5640 

Maryland Hall
Annapolis

April
26 | 27

INNOVATIONS

2019
Featuring
The Firebird
Dianna Cuatto | Artistic Director In Addition to 

The Firebird a 
New Stravinsky 

work played Live 
by the Army Jazz 

Ambassadors

and free for kids 12 and 
under. Proceeds support 
the Chesapeake Bay Trust 
Foundation, a nonprofit 
grant-making organization 
dedicated to improving the 
watersheds of the Chesa-
peake Bay, Maryland Coast-
al Bays and the Youghiogh-
eny River; and Hancock’s 

Resolution, a nonprofit 
organization whose mission 
is to preserve, protect and 
promote the unique histori-
cal aspects of the Pasadena 
farm for historical and 
educational purposes.

Tickets for the rain-or-
shine festival are available 
at www.madeinmarylandfest.
com or at the gate.

By Mary Cobbler

Entering Picantillo Res-
taurant at 4590 Mountain 
Road in Pasadena, I was 
immediately pleased with 
the pleasant Tex-Mex décor 
— brightly colored, with 
vibrant oranges and yel-
lows, with equally colorful 
artwork. High-back booths 
offered comfort and pri-
vacy. Country music played 
softly in the background.

On a Monday evening, 
the bar area was already 
active with locals chatting 
and enjoying the evening 
with apparent comradery.

We were seated im-
mediately and Kevin, our 
friendly waiter, appeared 
quickly to take our drink 
and appetizer orders. 
Asked about customer 
favorites, he suggested the 
nacho supreme and the 
“drunken mussels,” so we 
ordered both.

Kevin brought us a small 
bowl of homemade salsa 
and chips. The salsa was 
fresh, with just a touch of 
heat. We finished it quickly.

The wait staff soon 
served our appetizers with 
generous portions and 
great presentation, but 
we had mixed reviews on 
the taste.

Tender and flavorful, 
saluted with garlic, toma-
toes and onions, cilantro 

and tequila 
butter sauce, 
the mussels 
were a hit, 
and the crisp 
bread on top 
was perfect 
for sopping 
the delicious 
savory broth. 
Though of-
ficially spring, 
it was cold and 
wet outside, 
and this was 
excellent 
comfort food. 
Hands down, 
we liked this 
appetizer.

The nachos 
were covered 
with beef, refried beans, 
melted cheese, jalapenos, 
sour cream, fresh guaca-
mole, and pico de gallo 
—  but just not enough of 
those wonderful toppings to 
be satisfying. It needed a lot 
more cheese, pico de gallo 
and meat to transform it 
into the preferred appetizer 
that you love to feel guilty 
about eating.

The entrees more than 
compensated for the lacking 
nacho toppings. My dining 
companions chose a burrito 
and chicken fajitas. Once 
again relying on Kevin as 
my guide, I decided on the 
Picantillo salmon.

The burrito was huge! It 

was smothered with queso 
fundido, and was filled with 
tender steak, chicken, rice, 
beans, pico de gallo and 
shredded cheese, served on a 
bed of lettuce. The combined 
flavors, especially the queso, 
gave the burrito a burst 
of flavor. Delectable and 
supremely satisfying, this 
was a hit.

My other dining friend 
decided to eat before he met 
us, but said he’d try just a 
little. Monday was quesa-
dilla night – shrimp, chicken 
or steak for $6. He chose the 
Tex-Mex quesadilla with 
chicken, grilled peppers and 
onions, served with lettuce, 
sour cream, guacamole and 

pico de gallo. He cleaned his 
plate. The dish was warm 
and flavorful, the chicken 
and vegetables were tender, 
and the sauces added a kick.

The Picantillo salmon, 
like the other entrees, was 
outstanding. Grilled salmon 
topped with a homemade 
crab cake was served with 
a creamy dill cream sauce 
along with rice and mixed 
vegetables. The savory sauce 
perfectly complemented 
the tender, flavorful crab 
and salmon. The rice was 
tender though lacking much 
flavor, and the vegetables 
were bland, but mixing the 
sauce helped.

Though the restaurant 

has several dessert choices, 
Kevin said the two made 
in-house are the bread pud-
ding and fried ice cream. We 
voted on the ice cream since 
it’s such a classic Tex-Mex 
dish. I was pleased to know 
we could pick chocolate or 
caramel sauce. Indecisive 
as I at times can be, we got 
a little of both. I’m not a 
huge fan of this dessert, 
but Picantillo’s version was 
above average, with the 
vanilla ice cream, wrapped 
in a semi-hard shell topped 
with caramel and chocolate. 
The crunchiness of some 
cornflakes and a touch of 
cinnamon added a nice 
finishing touch.

The cost for two appe-
tizers, soft drinks, three 
entrees and one dessert 
was about $70, a good price 
for the amount of food 
we received.

The menu is extensive, 
and it has something for 
everyone, including gluten-
free and vegetarian options. 
Choose from all the classic 
Mexican favorites, along 
with seafood and burgers.

Picantillo also has nightly 
specials and an all-you-can-
eat brunch on Sundays.

I look forward to re-
turning soon to check out 
the many other options 
and enjoy the comfort-
able ambiance.

Dining Out
Picantillo Offers Excellent Tex-Mex In Pasadena

Photos by Mary Cobbler

Above: Grilled salmon topped with a homemade crab cake was served 
with a creamy dill cream sauce along with rice and mixed vegetables. 
Right: Tender and flavorful, saluted with garlic, tomatoes and onions, 
cilantro and tequila butter sauce, the drunken mussels were a hit. 
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Made In Maryland Festival

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146 | 410-647-9400
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com | www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice |  @SPVoice

GoinG out toniGht? 
not sure where to eat? Let the Voice help!

In June, the Severna Park Voice will publish 
a special Dining Guide, featuring information 

on all your favorite restaurants in Anne 
Arundel County. There will also be plenty of 

discounts, deals and coupons included.
If you’d like to have your business featured in 
this exclusive publication, call 410-647-9400.
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692 Ritchie Highway, Suite 100 - Severna Park, MD 21146 

410-975-5565
www.npcpa.net

Received your W-2’s 
or 1099’s for 2018?

Questions on the New Tax Laws?

Nelson & Pelura specializes in tax, accounting and 
consulting services for both individuals and small to 
medium sized businesses. Whether last minute help 
is needed for 2018 or you are looking forward into 

2019, contact us today to see how we can help!

NOW ON STAGE

410-730-8311
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.  •  Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

•	Smart	Phone	App

•	Online	
Refill	Requests

•	Senior	Discounts	
on	Non	Prescription	
items

•	Patient	Preferred

Your
Compounding	
Specialist!

Marcus LaChapelle and his 
family have owned and operated 

the pharmacy since 1985

410-544-3733
www.broadneckrx.net

the juror felt was the best 
all-around in the entire fes-
tival, and one alumni award.

“I think it’s important for 
current students to see what 
alumni are up to, particu-
larly those who have either 
entered the workforce or are 
currently enrolled in film 
school,” Delivuk said.

Rye McCubbin, a sopho-
more at AACC and vice 
president of the video club, 
is excited to see the up-
coming films.

“I have always been 
fascinated by movies and 
I love the art behind how 
they are created,” McCubbin 
said. “I have recently begun 
making videos myself and 
I have met many amazing 
people while taking class-
es at AACC.”

Delivuk emphasized how 
the many forms of media 
production — videography, 
cinematography, video edit-
ing, sound design, anima-
tion, directing, producing, 
scriptwriting — give stu-
dents a creative outlet that 
connects their ideas with 
technology.

“Filmmaking will always 
be popular because it’s part 
of our culture,” Delivuk said. 
“We all remember favorite 
movies from our childhood. 
People go to the movies, have 
televisions in their homes, 
and own cellphones or other 
devices where steaming vid-
eos and movies are instanta-
neous. We are visually driven 
by moving images.”

Filmmaking has gained 
popularity because more 
and more people are ex-
posed to it, she continued.

“For anyone who really 

loves the art of filmmaking 
in all aspects, it’s really about 
bridging that love for the art 
with your own creative voice 
and vision to seriously make 
a living,” Delivuk said. “And, 
there are so many points of 
entry into the field, which is 
what makes the program at 
AACC so practical for anyone 
who is interested in learn-
ing technical and concep-
tual skills.”

McCubbin said he’s look-
ing forward to seeing the 
students’ best work.

“I love seeing local 
students’ different styles 
of video, and seeing every-
body’s creative mindset 
come out on screen is always 
a very unique moment to 
me,” McCubbin said. “I 
have seen many students’ 
works throughout my class 
sessions, but I have never 
seen their most prized work 
presented at a festival.”

Video club president 
Keno’e Mullings, a sopho-
more at AACC, is excited to 
see other people’s works and 
envision what’s going on 
inside their heads.

“The students of the film 
club are amazing and have 
so many artistic variations 
that everything seems 
fresh,” Mullings said. “So 
far, the films that I’ve seen 
from each of them make me 
hopeful for the future of 
filmmaking. We might have 
the next Jordan Peele in 
this group.”

The festival will be held 
on Friday, April 26, at 
2:00pm in the Humanities 
Building, room 112, on the 
Arnold campus. There is no 
charge for the event and it is 
open to the public.

cian is played by an equally 
talented actor, Aref Dajani. 
Coincidentally, Dajani can 
relate to both Gordon and 
the playwright Finn, as 
last June he underwent 
the same type of brain 
surgery, a craniotomy. Like 
the lead character, Dajani 
said he immediately felt 
transformed, along with a 
need to reassess what was 
important in life. “A New 
Brain” is Dajani’s first pro-
duction since his surgery. 
“It’s cathartic,” he said. 
“It’s part of my recovery.”

The song Gordon could 
not finish until after his 
surgery is called “I Feel 
So Much Spring,” which 
Dajani said he can now 
relate to.

Audience members will 
be riveted by the musical’s 
overall intensity and the 
feeling of not knowing 
what will happen next. 
They will connect inti-

mately with the 10-actor 
cast, as the theater is 
small, round and unampli-
fied. Few props are used so 
the actors can focus on act-
ing, and the audience can 
focus on the actors. There 
is a not a bad seat in the 
house. The 90-minute pro-
duction runs continuously 
without intermission. The 
first half is about Gordon’s 
life before surgery, and the 
second half is about his life 
after surgery.

Sweeney summed up the 
essence of the musical with 
a quote by Dr. Wayne Dyer: 
“Don’t die with your music 
still in you.”

Audiences will enjoy this 
fun, frequently comical 
and always heartwarming 
musical. The show runs 
from April 12 to May 5 at 
the East Street Theatre at 
108 East Street in An-
napolis. Tickets can be 
purchased at www.thecolo-
nialplayers.org.

point when it comes to 
originality. Just as in “Get 
Out,” “Us” is crawling with 
metaphors and symbolism 
— hit the bathroom before 
the film, because you don’t 
want to miss the slightest 
detail. Everything, from T-
shirts to rabbits to scissors 
to posters, has a hidden 
meaning. You’ll spend the 
film on the edge of your 
seat, while simultaneously 
analyzing and questioning 
every scene.

Lupita N’Yongo gives 
an Oscar-worthy perfor-

mance, and Elizabeth Moss 
is also captivating as her 
white foil, the matriarch 
of a white family living in 
a slightly nicer summer-
house nearby.

My only criticism of the 
film is that it is perhaps 
too layered with symbol-
ism — I had to Google 
the film and Peele’s press 
statements afterward to 
completely understand 
its true meaning. We are 
presented with three main 
metaphors: first, that we as 
Americans have skeletons 
in the closet of our na-

tion’s history that we often 
try to conveniently forget 
about. Secondly, the “oth-
er” — immigrants, Native 
Americans, racial minori-
ties — are as human as we 
are. Thirdly, it’s often dif-
ficult to tell who is the vic-
tim and who is the villain, 
and we have to check our 
predisposed biases in life. 
While these metaphors are 
brilliant, I shouldn’t have 
had to research them for 
the movie to make sense. 
A bit more exposition or 
explanation without being 
too heavy-handed would 

have been welcome.
Regardless, the film is 

truly horrifying without 
relying too heavily on jump 
scares and will no doubt 
be up for Academy Awards. 
Leave the kids at home, 
watch this movie, then 
spend an hour at the bar 
with your friends trying 
to unpack it in confused 
shock (that’s what I did, 
at least).

PS: If you like “Good 
Vibrations” by the Beach 
Boys, maybe skip this one 
because you’ll never be 
able to listen to it again.

clues to find them all and 
earn a prize.

Shakespeare Fortune 
Teller — Cut, color and 
fold a “cootie catcher” that 
is covered in Shakespeare 
references.

Draw the Shakespeare 
Quote — Kids can draw 
a Shakespeare quote from 
a jar and then illustrate 
what they think it means 
or how it makes them feel.

A special 30-minute 
adaptation of “Macbeth” 
will be performed by the 
Children’s Theatre of An-
napolis’ Teen Acting Group 
(TAG) around 2:30pm. 
TAG is made up of 14 ac-
tors, ages 12 to 18, from 

Anne Arundel and Prince 
George’s counties.

TAG performed last year 
for the first time at Shake-
speare in the (Severna) 
Park. Beth Wilson, Chil-
dren’s Theatre of Annapo-
lis board president and 
TAG volunteer, is honored 
that the group will return 
this year.

“Teens enjoy perform-
ing the Shakespeare piec-
es once they have learned 
the meanings behind the 
lines,” Wilson said. “Act-
ing helps to bring context 
and understanding to 
the words. The ‘Macbeth’ 
piece is new as they have 
only been working on it 
for a few weeks.”

Shakespeare’s Birthday

AACC Film Festival
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 »Continued from B15

 »Continued from B15

Picture this: You’re 
lounging on a blanket, 
surrounded by the crisp 
spring air alongside your 
neighbors while enjoying 
live music. That’s right, it’s 
officially concert season 
at Hatton Regester Green. 
From reggae to Motown to 
easy listening, the spring 
lineup features a variety 
of artists.

The spring season begins 
on Sunday, May 5, with The 
Pan Tones. This local steel 
drum band plays original 
arrangements of calypso, 
reggae and pop tunes. 
On May 12, The Supreme 
Temptations will perform 
high-energy Motown and 
oldies tunes. Amy Andrews 
returns to the stage on May 
19, featuring her onstage 
wit and stunning vocals. 
The Guava Jelly Duo, an 

acoustic pair, closes out 
the month on May 26 with 
a mix of reggae, pop, rock 
and country music.

“I always look forward to 
the spring season because 
it’s so nice at Hatton 
Regester, and it’s a great 
Sunday afternoon to have a 
picnic, food and free music,” 
said board member David 
Green, who helps organize 
the concert series. “I’d love 
to have more people there. 
It’s great to stop if you’re 
along the trail.”

All concerts are on Sun-
days and begin at 4:00pm, 
lasting roughly two hours. 
Guests are encouraged to 
bring something to sit on 
and snacks to eat. Hatton 
Regester Green is located 
at the intersection of B&A 
Boulevard, Evergreen Road 
and Holly Avenue.

Hatton Regester Concert 
Lineup Announced
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“A New Brain” At Colonial

Creative And Original, Peele’s “Us” Is An Instant Classic
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Spring Savings at the Plaza
with great gift selections, restaurants and services

Park Plaza is located at 550-582 Governor Ritchie Highway in Severna Park.  Sponsored by the merchants of Park Plaza Shopping Center.

Food & ReStauRantS
Bill Bateman’s Bistro
Honey Baked Ham
Kyoto Japanese Restaurant
Ledo Pizza
Mi Pueblo Restaurant 
Noodles and Company   
Park Tavern
Smoothie King 
Subway
Taco Bell

The Breakfast Shoppe 

GiFt SHoPS & Retail
Dance Supplies, Etc.
Dress Barn/Dress Barn for Women
Five Below 
Franklin’s Toys
Jo-Ann Fabrics 
Marc Todd Jewelers 
Music and Arts Center 
Park Home

Side Street Framers & gift gallery
T- Mobile
The Cottage 
The UPS Store
Wild Bird Center
Xfinity 

HealtH & Beauty
Creative Force Dance Center
Hair Cuttery 
Hand and Stone Massage & Facial Spa

Image Creators Salon & Spa 
Kwon’s Taekwondo 
Olde Tyme Barbershop
Park Fitness 
Split Ends Salon
Sport Clips 
Top Nails

PRoFeSSionalS
ATI Physical Therapy
Chesapeake Hearing Centers, Inc. 

Coldwell Banker 
Edward Jones 
Long and Foster
M&T Bank
Mathnasium 
Multi-Specialty Health Care Group 
Park Pharmacy 
Paul W. Gill, DPM Podiatrist
Priority Care
Severn River Dental Health Center
United Title and Escrow

Now Open!

Come Check
 Out Our 
Specials

Register Today!

Weekly Specials 
Great Prices

Gifts for family and 
friends to enjoy 

all year long

Come Check 
Out Our 
Specials

New gift 
items 

arriving daily

Visit your Local 
Friendly Pharmacist!

Independently Owned and Operated

Put more fun in 
Winter. Check 

franklinstoystore.com
for events

b

l

x

bl

lx

bx

blx

j

ob?k–¤–?rƒ•PXLP'M†¥§???P???XNPPNPR???TYTQ?ol

Come check out 
all our specials!

Call now for a 
Free Trial!

Saturday, May 4, 2019
11:00 - 3:00 pm

Park Plaza 500 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park
We will have raffle prizes, entertainment, 

demonstrations, games, food samples from local 
restaurants, music, and lots of family activities.

By Maya Pottiger

Dubbed “Theatre in 
the Little,” Stevens 
Puppets travels 

around the country, bring-
ing its marionette puppet 
shows to audiences in a 
variety of venues.

In April, Stevens Puppets 
is bringing two shows to 
the Broadneck Library and 
the Severna Park Library.

“We love coming to that 
area, especially the librar-
ies because people are so 
nice and so welcoming,” 
said Dan Raynor, a Stevens 
Puppets co-owner who 
used to live on the Eastern 
Shore. “They have a warm 
place in my heart.”

The first show will be 
“Aladdin” at the Broadneck 
Library, followed by “Goldi-
locks and the Three Bears” 
at the Severna Park Li-
brary. “Goldilocks,” which 
debuted in March, is the 
first show Stevens Pup-
pets added to its repertoire 
in 20 years.

Though Stevens Puppets 
focuses on classic fairy-
tales, the audience should 
not expect the traditional 
“Goldilocks” story.

“A lot of different things 
have changed in our soci-
ety, and we want to make 
sure our shows are reflect-
ing that,” Raynor said.

The story is set in Alaska, 
and the family is made up 
of three bears: a polar bear, 
a black bear and a brown 
bear. This, Raynor said, 
is to represent a mixed 
family. But that isn’t the 
only change: in this story, 
Goldilocks is not the hero; 
rather, she is the “dis-
rupter” or “trespasser,” 
Raynor said.

“We wanted to show that 
that’s not OK,” Raynor 
said. “We also wanted to 
change the ending so it 
shows there’s reparation 
and there’s apology.”

Audiences can expect 
differences in “Alad-
din,” as well.

“A lot of people don’t 
realize that the original 
story of ‘Aladdin’ is Chi-
nese folktale, and it actu-
ally took place in China,” 
Raynor said. “When we 
did our version, we wanted 
to make it very, very close 
to the original. Ours has 
a very Eastern look to it. 
The entire story revolves 
around that.”

With “Aladdin,” audienc-
es can expect “authenticity, 
special effects, incred-
ible puppetry and a huge 
elephant,” Raynor said.

Stevens Puppets was 
originally founded in 1933 
by Martin Stevens, who 
also founded Puppeteers 
of America. Raynor and 
his wife, Zan, took over 
the company in 1993. Since 
then, they have expanded 
Stevens Puppets’ reach 
from three states to 45.

“My tagline that I like to 
say is we are bringing clas-
sic fairytales into the 21st 
century,” Raynor said.

The Raynors have a team 
of puppeteers who travel 
around the country per-
forming different shows all 
year. In the summer, their 
slow season, they gather 
to restore the puppets and 
scenery. Zan hand-carves 
all of the puppets.

“The thing we get most 
is, ‘Thank you for doing 
this. This is a lost art that 
nobody else does, and you 
guys are doing it. Thank 

you for dedicating your life 
to this,’” Raynor said.

Both the Broadneck 
Library and Severna Park 
Library shows are on 
April 25. “Aladdin” will be 
at Broadneck Library at 
2:00pm, and “Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears” will 
be at Severna Park Library 
at 7:00pm. Both shows 
are free to attend and last 
roughly 45 minutes.

For more information 
on Stevens Puppets, visit 
www.stevenspuppets.com.

Stevens Puppets Brings Marionettes To Severna Park

The Legacy Of Stevens Puppets
Stevens Puppets was originally founded in 1933 by Martin Stevens, who also found-

ed Puppeteers of America. After traveling around with his actress mother as a child, 
Stevens learned the good parts and bad parts of theater.

“The good part was bringing theater to the people, and the love and the passion for 
that,” Raynor said. “The downside was the people. You had to pay the actors, and you 
had to pay for the set and you had to pay for everything.”

This inspired Stevens to do theater in puppetry. He started out by doing adult dra-
mas in the ‘30s and ‘40s, and some of those marionettes are in museums around the 
world. It wasn’t until 1960 when Stevens added “Sleeping Beauty” to his repertoire, 
which is when he transitioned over to doing children’s literature.

The Raynors answered a newspaper ad in 1993, which is how they became involved 
with Stevens Puppets. Today, they are still carrying on the legacy, and restoring the 
original puppets and scenery that Stevens created.

“Aladdin”

“Goldilocks” 


