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By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

Kyle Lowman is optimistic 
95% of the time, which is 
impressive for someone who 

is missing 100% of his right leg.
The 2017 Severna Park High 

School graduate was riding his mo-
torcycle on August 24, 2018, when 
the driver of a Jeep Wrangler failed 

to yield at a stop sign in St. Pete Beach, Florida, at 5:00pm. 
Kyle remembers landing face-first on his stomach after the 
two vehicles collided.

“They had a tourniquet on my leg and then they put me on 
a stretcher,” Kyle said. “At that point, I knew my legs were 
mangled, but I didn’t know to what extent. From there, they 
got me in the ambulance, took me in and put me to sleep im-
mediately. When I woke up, I found out my leg was gone.”

It took Kyle one week to stand and another week of rehab 
before he could return home. Two months later, he was fit for 
a prosthetic leg. All the while, he received hundreds of calls of 
support from former football and lacrosse teammates, friends 
and family members.

A GoFundMe page for Kyle has raised nearly $17,000 in 
seven months.

Now he wants to uplift other people facing similarly bleak 
circumstances. With support from his father, Rich Lowman, 
19-year-old Kyle started the Rise Up Foundation to provide 

young amputee athletes with top-of-the-line, structurally 
sound prosthetics.

“I want to give kids the prosthetic they need, because of 
the expense,” Kyle said. “I was fortunate enough to have 

the whole Severna Park area come together and get me 

Rise Up: Kyle Lowman Helps 
Athletes Afford Prosthetic Limbs

Lawmakers Push 
Long-Term Policies 

During 2019 Session

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

Undoubtedly, no one is 
turning to Maryland 
General Assembly 

proceedings to get their fix 
of drama and intrigue, but 
this year’s 90-day session 
had plenty of both.

Lawmakers raised the mini-
mum wage, allocated funds for 
Maryland’s new educational 
blueprint and required the 
state to reach 50% renewable 
energy by 2030. They also 
dealt with fallout from a Uni-
versity of Maryland Medical 
System scandal and mourned 
the death of Mike Busch, the 
Annapolis Democrat who had 
served as speaker of the House 
of Delegates since 2003 and 
member of the House since 
1987. Busch had been hospital-
ized for pneumonia and his 
condition worsened on April 7.

The final day of session on 
April 8, known as Sine Die, 
was somber.

“Even though he was on the 
other side of the aisle and we 
often disagreed, he was always 
respectful,” said Delegate 
Sid Saab, a Republican from 
District 33. “His job was tough. 
He had to handle 140 mem-
bers who come from all walks 
of life and ideologies. He was 
helpful to a lot of us as fresh-
men. No matter the issue, he 
was always available to talk.”

Tears aside, Republicans 
and Democrats alike worked 
to finalize a slew of bills before 
capping the 2019 session. Here 
are the biggest takeaways.

Minimum Wage
Both the House and Sen-

ate overrode Hogan’s veto of 
a bill that will increase the 
minimum wage to $11 by 
January 1, 2020. Businesses 
with 15 or more employees 
must increase that wage by 75 
cents per year until reach-
ing $15 in 2025. Businesses 
with 14 or fewer employees 
will increase the rate by 60 

cents per year, reaching $15 in 
2026. Workers under age 18 
must earn at least 85% of the 
minimum wage.

Delegate Heather Bagnall, 
a Democrat from District 33, 
was happy with the outcome.

“I know people are still wor-
ried, and that’s the nature of 
change,” Bagnall said. “Change 
is scary, but we have given 
ourselves a lot of time to get 
this right and to make sure 
we aren’t locked in if we are 
seeing an adverse impact on 
the economy.”

The bill gives the Board of 
Public Works a one-time op-
tion to temporarily suspend 
an increase to the minimum 
wage rate if the year-over-
year seasonally adjusted total 
employment is negative.

Republicans wanted more 
protection for mom-and-
pop shops.

“Small businesses will have 
to do one of a few things: 
cut hours, cut positions, cut 
benefits or raise prices,” said 
Senator Ed Reilly.

A small-business owner 
himself, Saab reiterated his 
stance that raising the mini-
mum wage will cause employ-
ers to cut jobs in favor of 
automation. He also expects 
the spike to eliminate some 
entry-level opportunities for 
teens looking to get valuable 
experience.

“Is the sky going to fall? No, 
but it is going to be very harm-
ful to the people it’s supposed 
to help,” Saab said.

Delegate Michael Malone 
echoed his fellow Republi-
cans’ concerns.

“One amendment provided 
that there would be consid-
eration for areas of the state 
that are less metropolitan and 
more rural to have a decreased 
minimum wage,” Malone said. 
“There are parts of Western 
Maryland and the Eastern 
Shore that abut other states 
which have a much lower 
minimum wage. Businesses in 

Pittman 
Previews 

Fiscal 
Year 2020 

Budget

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

The Bay Bridge isn’t crum-
bling and giant meat-
balls aren’t falling from 

the sky, but Anne Arundel 
County has severe needs. If 

this re-
alization 
weren’t 
apparent 
to County 
Executive 
Steuart 
Pittman 
during 
his cam-
paign in 

2018, it was made obvious dur-
ing the seven budget town hall 
hearings his administration 
held across the county from 
February 27 to March 28.

Taxpayers said teachers are 
woefully underpaid, traffic 
is unbearable, police and fire 
stations are understaffed, and 
the county lacks sufficient 
sports fields and facilities.

While Anne Arundel will 
receive more than $40 million 
in additional revenue than the 
$1.59 billion Fiscal Year 2019 
budget, Pittman said only $10 
million of that amount can be 
used to fund new priorities for 
Fiscal Year 2020.

“It’s obligated with debt 
service that we didn’t have 
last year and basically our pay 
packages and retirement pack-
ages,” Pittman said, “so there’s 
not a lot of new revenue left.”

Days before sharing the full 
details of his budget, Pittman 
explained the county’s needs 
and his budget priorities in 
vague detail.

“People aren’t getting 
everything they asked for, but 
I think they are going to be 

By Dylan Roche 
dylan@severnaparkvoice.com

Depending on whom 
you talk to, mental 
health can be a tricky 

subject. Maybe you’re a stu-
dent who’s afraid to ask about 
it because it’s taboo. Maybe 
you’re a parent who thinks 
of mental illness as a chemi-
cal imbalance, something 
that you can’t control and 
something that could never 
affect your child. Or maybe 
you’re an educator or a youth 
leader who knows a teenager 
in need and just doesn’t know 
how to help.

But members of the Severna 
Park community are look-
ing to change the way people 
look at mental health. This 
May — which also happens 
to be Mental Health Month, 
a nationwide observance 
started by Mental Health 
America in 1949 — a group 
of students from Severna 
Park High School is launching 
Our Minds Matter with two 
events to raise awareness of 
the problems they and their 
peers face.

“We want more funding 
in public schools focused on 

mental health, more train-
ing for teachers, and more 
counselors available,” ex-
plained Katrina Schultz, who 
is leading the movement with 
classmates Parker Cross, Lau-
ren Carlson, Megan Mouls-
dale and Sabina Khan. “We 
believe that mental health 
in our community must be 

de-stigmatized.”
Our Minds Matter launched 

with a march on May 1 before 
the start of the school day, 
when students walked from 
St. Martin’s in-the-Field to 
Severna Park High School 
to raise awareness of men-
tal health problems among 

Community Conversation 
Emphasizes Mental 
Health Awareness

SPHS students Parker Cross, Lauren Carlson, Sabina Khan, 
Megan Moulsdale and Katrina Schultz started Our Minds 
Matter and are planning a rally in Annapolis on May 18.

Last month, we were proud 
to announce the winners 
and runners-up that you, our 
readers, selected in the Best of 
Severna Park contest. Through-
out the past few weeks, our 
staff has been hurrying around 
town to distribute certificates 
and window decals to those 
esteemed businesses. The team 
at Severna Park Taphouse was 
thrilled to accept the title of 
Best Bar, Best Wings and Best 
Happy Hour, as well as runner-
up status in several other cat-
egories. To see photos of more 
winners, turn to page A8.

Congratulations, Best Of Severna Park Winners!

Delegate 
Michael Malone

Senator  
Ed Reilly

Delegate 
Heather Bagnall

Delegate 
Sid Saab
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The Severna Park Voice 
went to print two days 
before County Execu-
tive Steuart Pittman 
announced his Fis-
cal Year 2020 budget 
proposal. To keep 
readers informed, 
we asked Pittman to 
share his priorities 
in advance, know-
ing he must withhold 
certain details un-
til May 1. See www.
severnaparkvoice.com 
for an update of this 
story after Pittman 
has held his budget 
announcement.
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Steuart Pittman
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By Maya Pottiger

Edie McGee can’t resist a 
good challenge.

“I see something that 
needs to be done, and 
I’m like, ‘I’ll do that,’” 
McGee said.

This is how she ended up 
on the costume commit-
tee for Severna Park High 
School’s Rock ‘N’ Roll Re-
vival, working the dressing 
rooms during the show and 
serving as treasurer for the 
school’s Drama Boosters.

McGee’s daughter, now 
in her junior year, has 
been part of the popular 
show for the last three 
years. With a background 
in sewing and working on 
costumes, McGee knew 
this committee was the 
perfect fit for her.

At the first meeting, 
costume chairman Mi-
chelle Hickman went over 
the show’s philosophy, 
which really resonated 

with McGee.
“She said, ‘All of these 

kids are talented singers 
and dancers. They come in 
all shapes and sizes, and 
they all deserve to be beau-
tiful,’” McGee said. “It was 
like, ‘Yes, this is my tribe.’”

Over the last three years, 
McGee’s skills as a seam-
stress have really been 
tested during RNR. She has 
done numerous repairs, 
alterations and embellish-
ments to the costumes. But 
the most common addi-
tion? Velcro.

“We do a lot of replac-
ing snaps or buttons with 
strips of Velcro, which 
makes it easier for the kids 
to get dressed and un-
dressed,” McGee said.

During the shows, 
McGee is backstage in the 
dressing room doing last-
minute repairs and making 
sure that everyone gets 
onstage in time.

The agreed-upon rule 

amongst the costumes 
committee is “nothing 
has to be as perfect as you 
might want it to be for your 
closet. What it has to be is 
it has to look good from 20 
feet away,” McGee said.

An attorney for the fed-
eral government, McGee 
has had various experi-
ences being a treasurer, be 
it for a union or a political 
campaign, so she volun-
teered to take on the role 
for the Drama Boosters.

“It is a much bigger 
budget operation than I 
ever thought,” McGee said. 
“It’s a lot to keep track of. 
I made some small innova-
tions in the bookkeeping 
to make things where I 
felt we could achieve some 
efficiencies.”

McGee enjoys mingling 
with the kids in the show.

“They come from dif-
ferent parents of the 
school,” McGee said. “The 
show cuts a swath across 
the student body. It’s just 
delightful to get to know 
so many types of really 
good kids.”

Above all, McGee said 
it’s important to be able 
to provide these types of 
opportunities to kids, and 
there has to be a huge com-
munity buy-in for it to be 
successful.

“I can afford the extra 
time. I can work this into 
my life, and I can give 
back in this way,” McGee 
said. “There are so many 
adults that have given so 
much that my daughter 
has benefited from that 
it’s my turn.”

Edie McGee received her Volunteer of the Month award 
from Voice staff reporter Maya Pottiger.

Margueritte Mills
Volunteer 
Of The Month

Edie McGee Keeps SPHS 
Drama In Stitches

And just like that — it’s 
May. I don’t know how 
this year is a third of the 
way over already. Doesn’t 
it just feel as if we cel-
ebrated New Year’s only a 
couple of weeks ago?

We’re now getting 
to a fun time of the 
year. That’s because 
May means it’s time for 
schools to draw to a close, 
and that brings with it an 
array of activities we’re 
going to cover in the up-
coming six weeks. Proms, 
championships, schol-
arship presentations, 
graduation and much 
more are all coming up on 
the calendar, and we can’t 
wait to be part of it.

Spring also means the 
end of the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly and the an-
nouncement of the Anne 
Arundel County budget 
(you can find full details 
on each of those on page 
A1), as well as fun runs 
(page A19), Eagle Scout 
projects (page B11) and — 
let’s not forget — Open-
ing Day (page B9).

For us at the Voice, 
we’re especially proud 
of this month’s edition 
because it has two special 
features in it. First, 
there are all the photos 
of our Best of Severna 
Park winners receiving 
their awards. You might 
have seen the photo of 
Severna Park Taphouse 
on the front page. Be 

sure to turn to page A8 
to see more photos, or 
visit us online to check 
out the full gallery. We 
know these businesses 
work hard to please their 
customers, and we count 
ourselves lucky to be able 
to recognize them for 
their excellence.

This edition also con-
tains a special section 
called On The Water, 
which has all the details 
you need about boating, 
swimming, fishing and 
more. Turn to page A14 
and read up on how you 
can make the most of 
your time on the water 
this upcoming summer.

Those of you who fol-
low us online might have 
noticed that we’ve been 
providing a lot more web-
exclusive coverage over 
the last few weeks. We 
always love to get photos 
and flyers from our read-
ers so that we can share 
them — it could even be 
something simple, like 
that pic you took of last 
night’s amazing sunset 
(of course, we’ll give you 
credit when we share it). 
Be sure to find and like 
us on Facebook or follow 
us on Twitter @SPVoice 
and Instagram 
@SevernaParkVoice.

That’s all for now. Enjoy 
the many spring activi-
ties, Severna Park. And 
remember that if you 
have feedback on any-
thing you read in this 
edition, or if you have 
a great story idea, don’t 
hesitate to reach out 
to me at dylan@sever-
naparkvoice.com.

Dylan Roche
Editor

Editor’s Voice
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happy for the most part,” Pit-
tman said. “… In this county, 
we have a lot of needs because 
we have grown so fast, with 
10% population growth every 
decade, and we have not kept 
up in our schools and our 
public safety in particular as 
well as in our infrastructure 
and our roads.”

While Pittman did not fully 
fund the Board of Education’s 
$1.28 billion Fiscal Year 2020 
operating budget request, he 
planned to fund much of it.

“The big increase from the 
superintendent’s budget to 
the school board’s was to ad-
dress some back step increases 
for some of our more senior 
teachers to bring them closer 
to what they should be,” Pit-
tman said. “I’m sympathetic 
to that. We cannot continue 
to lose our best, our most 
experienced teachers to other 
counties. That is the kind of 
thing that lowers your rank-
ings overall. If our schools 
aren’t doing well and they 
don’t have a good reputation, 
our property values go down.”

School officials weren’t 
the only people looking to 
Pittman for support as his 
administration prepared the 
budget. Local police and fire 
departments and detention 
facilities are all in need of 
employees they can recruit 
and retain. While the county 
has grown, those depart-
ments have stayed stagnant, 
said Pittman, who wants to 
implement three- or four-year 
plans to fully upgrade each 
department.

“In some cases, we have 
the positions and haven’t 
been able to hire, and in other 
cases, we haven’t created the 
positions,” Pittman said. “… 
We’re taking step one and do-
ing it in a way that we believe 
that they can recruit the posi-

tions we create rather than 
just creating positions just 
because it looks good to create 
new positions.”

As for the fire department, 
Pittman said call volume is 
increasing faster than the 
population is growing.

“We have apparatus going 
out with two firefighters 
when they should have four 
according to national stan-
dards,” Pittman said. “As for 
detention, we have to staff up. 
We have been 40 detention of-
ficers short. We’re not running 
the 287(g) program and we 
don’t have the ICE detention 
center, so that has freed up 
some staffing, but we’re going 
to have to staff up for the new 
central booking facility at 
Jennifer Road by the end of 
the year.”

Pittman said his budget 
would also address workforce 
housing, invest in parks and 
focus on the environment.

He recently replaced the 
Inspections & Permits direc-
tor and he said other changes 
were included in his bud-
get proposal.

“We have had fewer inspec-
tors by far per construction 
site than any other county in 
the state,” he said, “and the 
fact that we have so many 
failing sites where the erosion 
and sediment control efforts 
are not working and nobody 
has been inspecting them, 
we’re going to be boosting 
environmental inspectors 
and, of course, enforcement 
of some of our environ-
mental laws.”

To pay for each of these 
priorities, from teacher 
raises to more public safety 
officials, Pittman considered 
several alternatives: raising 
the voter-imposed tax cap, 
which can only be done when 
using the added funds for 
education; raising the income 

tax rate from the current 2.5 
percent; and raising developer 
impact fees.

Pittman didn’t disclose his 
full decision before his May 1 
address, but he did explain his 
reasoning. He said to expect 
a “mixed bag” of tax increases 
in his proposal to give the 
county more than $10 million 
in new revenue.

“I had hoped that we’d 
have enough revenue and, of 
course, you don’t know about 
all of the new obligations until 
you sit down with the budget 
office and they show you the 
projections, but it’s not pos-
sible to do it without some 
more revenue,” Pittman said.

Following the budget, the 
county will seek places to 
make cuts. Ben Birge, chief 
administrative officer for the 
County Executive’s Office, will 
help in that effort.

Overall, he thinks 
people will be pleased with 
the budget.

“There will be people who 
say you should have done 
more,” Pittman said. “There 
will be people who don’t want 
to spend money. So you can’t 
make everyone happy, but I 
feel very good about it.

“The process worked well,” 
he continued. “As a new 
county executive, it is a bit of 
a daunting process to figure 
out how to spend taxpay-
ers’ money, and the budget 
office has a system. They 
have been through a lot of 
county executives. They know 
the departments and they 
know what the departments’ 
needs are, and the process 
worked really well. It took a 
while. There were some pretty 
intense meetings and difficult 
decisions, but between the 
budget office, the department 
heads and our staff here in the 
county executive’s office, I feel 
good about what we’ve done.”

Pittman Previews Fiscal Year 2020 Budget

off my feet and change the 
attitude I had toward it, and 
for people who are less for-
tunate and don’t have that, I 
want to be there for them.”

A prosthetic leg can cost 
$5,000 to $50,000. Kyle is 
raising money by selling T-
shirts and bumper stickers 
and by accepting donations. 
He expects to become more 
involved once he is comfort-
ably mobile again. Kyle is 
consulting a third company, 
Prosthetic & Orthotic As-
sociates (OPA) in Orlando, 
for a prosthetic after having 
bad experiences with two 
other suppliers.

“Immediately, [OPA] was 
able to distinguish why the 
prosthetic I have now was 
causing me severe back pain 
and the alignments were 
wrong,” Kyle said. “ … To 
have a company like we just 
ran into with people coming 
from Texas and all that, it’s 
definitely an eye-opener and 
a new light of hope.”

He is currently review-
ing two options. A micro-
processor would swing 

more freely and allow 
him to walk faster. A 
mechanical knee would 
be less advanced but 
still “life-changing” if 
properly aligned.

Despite the set-
backs, Kyle is cau-
tiously optimistic about 
his outlook.

“He’s 95% positive,” 
Rich said, “but like any-
one, he’s going to have 
his bad times.”

The Lowmans are 
trying to channel that 
positive energy into the 
nonprofit. The Rise Up 
Foundation held its first 
fundraiser at Frank-
lin Manor in Tampa, 
Florida, on April 28.

“We’re planning to do 
more sports-oriented events 
in the future,” Rich said. 
“We’re talking about doing 
a lacrosse tournament and 
hopefully we can get some 
Maryland teams to Tam-
pa to play.”

Much of the market-
ing has been free or at a 
discount courtesy of MTD 
Marketing in Tampa, which 
is run by Broadneck High 
graduate Alex DeMarco.

Overall, Kyle has broad 
support according to Rich 
and people from Severna 
Park. Kyle was the 2016 
Severna Park Falcons foot-
ball team’s Defensive Most 
Valuable Player as an out-
side linebacker. He was also 
a faceoff specialist for the 
school’s 2017 4A/3A state 
champion lacrosse team.

“Kyle was a quiet leader,” 
said his former football 
coach, Will Bell. “He showed 
tremendous growth through 
high school academically 
and athletically. He was the 
type of player you loved to 
have out at practice be-
cause he always practiced 

the way he played games. 
Intensity was always high, 
and he expected the most of 
himself and his teammates. 
We could always count on 
Kyle to make a big play dur-
ing games.”

As he encourages oth-
ers to be optimistic, Kyle is 
transparent about his own 
struggles. Before losing his 
right leg, he had taken the 
Armed Services Vocational 
Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) 
test and was prepared to 
enter the Army.

He lost his leg, and for 
many nights, his abil-
ity to sleep.

“It felt like a razor blade 
was going underneath 
my toenail, and my brain 
couldn’t perceive my foot 
not being there,” Kyle said. 
“To this day, I still feel like 
my foot is inside my leg.”

Asked about the suicide 
epidemic in Severna Park, 
Kyle expressed that he has 
had similar thoughts. But he 
thanked the Severna Park 
community for its over-
whelming support, and he 
shared some encouragement 
for anyone else who feels 
there is no way out.

“I was stuck in a very deep 
hole and I could not see 
any sign of life,” Kyle said. 
“When I got my first pros-
thetic, it was such a disap-
pointment that I could not 
walk when I had anticipated 
it for two months. I was 
knocked back into the hole 
and even deeper that time.

“Anyone who is in a bad 
situation in life, they need 
to understand that it is only 
temporary. Nothing is ever 
permanent. There is always 
another side to the page.”

To learn more, visit the 
Rise Up Foundation on 
Facebook or go to www.
riseupnevergiveup.org.

Rise Up: Kyle Lowman Starts Nonprofit
 »Continued from A1

 »Continued from A1
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Severna Park Community Center Honors Lee & Sylvia Marston At Annual Gala!

623 Baltimore623 Baltimore-623 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard | Severna Park, MD 21146 | spcommunitycenter.Annapolis Boulevard | Severna Park, MD 21146 | spcommunitycenter.org | 410.647.5843

THANKS TO ALL OUR SPONSORS & AUCTION DONORS!

LAUER’S SUPERMARKET & GROCERY| DEB FITZGERALD | HOY LANNING, JJ HAINES|  DAN CLARK, US POOLS | PORT TACK & HARBOUR SPIRITS

About Faces Day Spa & Salon
Artworks
AA Co Farm Lawn & Garden Center
Annapolis Summer Garden Theater
Bay Hills Golf Club
Shelly Beigel
Dave Bremer
Mark & Dot Brugnoli
Bulldog Bikes and Floats
Caring Collection, Inc.
Chesapeake Bay Beach Club

Chesapeake Hearing Centers
Chicago
Nick Codd
Colonial Players of Annapolis
Dan & Leeanna Currie
Dawson’s Liquors
Decorating Den / KD Designs
Eco Adventures
Sarah Elder
Firehouse Subs
Verna Galloway

Giant Food
Frank & Nancy Goetschius
Gordon Biersch Brewery
Great American Car Wash
Carl Gutschick
Dave Harding
Heavy Seas Brewery
Mary Henry
Historic Annapolis Foundation
Amy Holbrook
Don & Renee Huber

Hudson Fouquet
Burt Jackson
Jing Ying Institute
Kilwins Hand Crafted Chocolates
Ellen & Scott Kleinknecht
Lacsal
Laura’s Eyes Photography
Liberty Mountain Resort
Loew Vineyards
Magothy Wine & Spirits
Main & Market

Mantra Fit
Mark Todd Jewelers
Maryland Live!
McGarvey’s Saloon & Oyster Bar
Mills Wine & Spirits
Mosquito Squad
Providence Center Pottery
Running Hare Vineyard
Sagamore Spirit
Steve Schumacher
Larry & Robin Sells

Seven Springs Mountain Resort
Severna Park Lanes
Severna Park Golf Center
Side Street Framers
Smyth Jewelers
Sullivan Surgery & Spa
The Cottage
Wheel of Fortune
Whimsicality
Wild Bird Center
Zachary’s JewelersChesapeake Bay Beach Club

By Dave Topp

On March 15, the cata-
strophic Cyclone Idai rav-
aged southeast Africa. The 
countries of Malawi and 
Zimbabwe were hit hard by 
winds exceeding 100 mph and 
floods, but the neighboring 
country of Mozambique saw 
the greatest devastation.

More than 1.7 million 
people total were affected 
by the storm and more than 
1,000 people have been con-
firmed dead.

Hearing this news and 
wanting to help was Dr. An-
dre Gvozden, a Millersville-
based pediatrician and owner 
of Gvozden Pediatrics.

“As a physician, you 
always want to give and it’s 
an opportunity to give a lot 
in a short period of time,” 
Gvozden said.

No stranger to disaster 
relief efforts, having assisted 
with Hurricane Harvey in 
Houston and Hurricane Ma-
ria in Puerto Rico, Gvozden 
jumped at the opportunity to 
partner with Project HOPE 
and travel to Mozambique.

“It’s a great group,” he 
said. “They have a very good 
reputation in the humanitar-
ian field.”

Project HOPE is global 
health and humanitarian 
relief organization with more 
than 60 years of service.

Upon arriving in Mozam-
bique on March 23, Gvozden 
joined the Project HOPE team 
and set up camp in Beira, 
the country’s fourth-largest 
city. Due to damaged roads 
or flooding that prevented 
ground access into several 
towns, Gvozden and a small 
team of doctors were flown 
via helicopter to neighbor-

ing towns to provide medi-
cal relief.

In situations such as these, 
cholera, an infectious and 
sometimes deadly disease, 
is caused by infected water. 
Gvozden also noted the large 
concern over 
malaria, with 
volunteers 
treating nearly 
30 children 
a day who 
struggled with 
the disease.

“Every loca-
tion is unique,” 
he said. “It 
has its own 
challenges to 
start with.”

Mozambique is one of the 
world’s poorest countries 
and had recently finished its 
season of rain before Cyclone 
Idai complicated matters.

“They got decimated,” 
Gvozden said, pointing out 
the poor construction avail-
able to the people.

Thousands of people were 
displaced from their homes 
and businesses. The World 

Bank estimated 
that the re-
covery process 
will cost more 
than $2 billion. 
Researchers be-
lieve this is the 
deadliest storm 
to hit Mozam-
bique in the 
last 50 years.

“Those people 
are hurting 

and scared and lonely,” 
Gvozden said.

Gvozden was aided by his 
ability to speak Portuguese, 
the official language in 
Mozambique. Still, there can 

be language barriers when 
traveling across the world to 
help others. Gvozden noted 
that there is one language 
that has no boundaries in 
times like these, the lan-
guage of care and compas-
sion for others.

“There is an eye contact or 
a touch,” he said. “Often, part 
of the healing is you being 
there and caring about them.”

For more information 
about Project HOPE, its relief 
efforts across the world or 
how to get involved, go www.
projecthope.org.

“Every little bit counts. If 
everyone did a little every 
day, we would be in good 
shape,” Gvozden said about 
humanitarian efforts. “We 
need volunteers and people 
to contribute. I think that’s 
the message I like to transmit 
to people.”

Millersville Pediatrician Provides Relief In 
Mozambique After Disastrous Cyclone Hits

Photo courtesy of James Buck

Dr. Andre Gvozden and a small team of doctors were flown via helicopter to Mozambique 
towns in late March to provide medical relief.

Moms Need To Unite To 
Support Mental Health

The most valuable tool we 
can have in our mental health 
tool kit is a solid support sys-
tem. While there is still more 
work to be done to remove the 
stigma of mental health and 
making mental health treat-
ments more accessible, hope 
remains that we are heading 
in the right direction. People 
are starting to open up, per-
ceptions are starting to shift, 
and resources are becom-
ing more steadily available. 
Without a support system of 
people one can trust and rely 
on, an already difficult battle 
toward achieving mental 
wellness can seem all the more 
unobtainable.

As a mom myself, I noticed 
quite often that people in my 
inner circle, those I know on 
social media, from around the 
neighborhood and through my 
children, were often strug-
gling with emotional turmoil 
and other mental health 
issues. Even if someone did 
share details of these strug-
gles, there was often a hint of 
shame or fear. I realized that 
there was a great need for a 
safe space for people to discuss 
openly the struggles they 
themselves, or loved ones, 
may have with mental health. 
The worst thing anyone can do 
when going through emo-
tional hardships or mental 
health struggles is to remain 
silent and suffer alone. Those 
feelings only become ampli-
fied through isolation.

But where does one go 
to discuss such sensitive 
and personal topics? For 

some, therapy is inaccessible 
whether financially or logisti-
cally. Others are not ready to 
take that leap or they have 
no idea where to begin in the 
search. Some people simply 
need someone to vent to, help-
ing them realize, “Hey! I’m 
not alone.”

Along with local moms and 
mental health professionals, I 
have helped launch Moms For 
Mental Health, an online com-
munity for non-judgmental 
communication and support. 
In less than two weeks, the 
group blossomed to more 
than 300 members. We meet 
monthly for in-person meet-
ups at Cape Wellness Studio in 
Cape St. Claire and host teen 
talks where youth can get an-
swers to tough questions and 
receive support and guidance 
from peers and parents. 

When we began compiling 
a lending library made up of 
self-help and inspirational 
titles, we were met with in-
credible support from the local 
community. In only two days, 
we received more than $300 in 
new books from an Amazon 
wish list, as well as numerous 
other used books.

Perhaps the greatest gift 
this group has brought to 
all who have joined is the 
understanding that we don’t 
have to do this life alone. We 
are a group of women who are 
all dealing with something, 
but we all have one another 
to rely on for love, acceptance 
and support. 

As moms especially, we 
always talk about the need for 
a tribe or village of support 
and guidance, and for many, 
this group feels like the start 
of that village. For more infor-
mation, email capewellnessstu-
dio@gmail.com.

Jillian Amodio
Moms for  

Mental Health

“There is an eye 
contact or a touch. 
Often, part of the 
healing is you being 
there and caring 
about them.”

 — Dr. Andre Gvozden
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students in the community. 
Up next on the calendar is a 
rally in Annapolis on Satur-
day, May 18, from 11:00am 
to noon at Susan Campbell 
Park. Schultz said the rally 
will be followed by two work-
shops, one for students and 
young adults and another for 
parents and adults.

“De-stigmatizing mental 
health will be a long, drawn-
out process, but we’re trying 
to start a conversation in our 
community,” Khan said.

Culture Is Hard To See
Mental illness isn’t unique 

to Severna Park. It can affect 
any community of any demo-
graphic in any geographical 
location, but culture plays 
a role in how mental illness 
manifests itself.

“In the United States, we 
focus on mental health being 
tied to a biological, genetic or 
psychological condition, and 
we focus way less on the ways 
our social relationships and 
community culture have an 
effect on mental health,” ob-
served Dr. Anna Mueller, as-
sistant professor within the 
Department of Comparative 
Human Development at the 
University of Chicago, who 
recently spoke at Severna 
Park High School’s “What If 
We Put Mental Health First: 
Now What?” presentation. 
“If you don’t address the root 
cause, it doesn’t matter if you 
teach coping skills because 
you’re putting young people 
in a world where they have to 
cope, cope, cope.”

Changing the culture 
has been a mission for such 
Severna Park-based organiza-
tions as Ellie’s Bus, which 
aims to de-stigmatize mental 

illness; Burgers & Bands 
for Suicide Prevention, 
which helps fund mental 
health initiatives in local 
communities; and Parent-
ing for a Different World, 
which wants to shift the 
dialogue about priorities 
and achievement to attain 
greater balance in the physi-
cal, intellectual, social, and 
emotional development of 
young people.

“Mental health isn’t just 
a chemical imbalance,” 
explained Nancy Lincoln 
Reynolds, associate pastor 
at Woods Memorial Presby-
terian Church and a licensed 
psychotherapist who works 
with Parenting for a Differ-
ent World. “Mental health 
has to do with life experi-
ences, family culture, com-
munity culture.” She urges 
people not to look at mental 
health in a vacuum but 
instead within the context of 
a person’s family, community 
and school. “There’s a high 
level of pressure these kids 
experience that has an effect 
on their emotional wellbe-
ing,” she said.

For an example, one need 
look no further than a 2016 
study Mueller undertook 
with fellow sociologist Dr. 
Seth Abrutyn of the Univer-
sity of Memphis. In “Ado-
lescents under Pressure: A 
New Durkheimian Frame-
work for Understanding 
Adolescent Suicide in a 
Cohesive Community,” 
Mueller and Abrutyn explore 
what they found when they 
talked with 71 people who 
lost loved ones to suicide, 
as well as focus groups, 
mental health profession-
als and school personnel, all 
from an anonymous com-

munity that, for the sake of 
privacy, the study refers to as 
Poplar Grove.

Between 2000 and 2015, 
Poplar Grove suffered 19 
suicides, all of which “were 
current students or recent 
graduates of Poplar Grove 
High School

(PGHS), the only public 
high school in the commu-
nity,” according to the study. 
It goes on to describe Poplar 
Grove High School as “a large 
school with approximately 
2,000 students” and one 
that “is widely recognized 
for its high-achieving stu-
dent body.”

As Mueller pointed out, 
“Culture is hard to see.” 
Without even realizing it, 
many Poplar Grove residents 
set expectations for the com-
munity’s youth to fit a certain 
image: playing varsity sports 
(ideally with a state champi-
onship or two), getting into 
an elite college (on a merit 
or athletic scholarship), and 
eventually moving back to 
Poplar Grove to buy an ex-
pensive home. As one youth 
in Mueller’s study described 
it, students were held to a 
standard with “everything 
being perfect: good grades, 
good kids, who go to good 
colleges.”

The problem is exacerbated 
by a stigma around mental 
illness, so, as the study says, 
“help-seeking behaviors are 
often suppressed.”

Finding Solutions
Following her presentation 

in Severna Park, Mueller took 
the opportunity for one-on-
one interaction with parents 
and students, and she found 
that many people wanted to 
point a finger of blame for 

the mental health crises the 
community recently suffered. 
“That’s not productive,” Muel-
ler said. “The only way to 
stop it is to own the fact that 
we each play a part in youth 
suicide and prevention. If you 
expect other organizations to 
take a look at themselves, you 
can’t do that without looking 
at yourself.”

As for our community, in 
addition to alleviating the 
pressure, Severna Park cul-
ture needs to start empow-
ering youth to be resilient. 
Lincoln Reynolds explained 
that Parenting for a Differ-
ent World has emphasized 
that parents who shield 
their children from hard-
ship can end up doing more 
harm than good. “Kids in our 
community lack coping and 
resilience,” she said. “They’re 
not good at recovering from 
difficult circumstances. 
Parents have to let them fail, 
let them make mistakes and 
learn from them.”

She explained further, 
saying, “If I have never had 
an experience of having to 
suffer the consequences of 
my actions because parents 
or teachers come in to fix 
everything, when I am faced 
with a problem, I don’t have 
the skills to be resilient and 
bounce back. I can’t handle it. 
Resilience is bouncing back 
from difficulty, and if you 
never run into difficulty, you 
never learn to bounce back.”

Making Mental 
Health Resources 
Accessible

The most accessible place 
for students seeking mental 
health resources is the place 
where they spend most of 
their waking hours – their 

school. Counselors within 
Anne Arundel County Public 
Schools work with students 
on a variety of items in three 
domains: personal/social, 
academic and career/post-
secondary planning.

“On any given day, this 
can range from counseling a 
student in emotional crisis, 
practicing healthy coping 
skills, assisting with getting 
help from teachers, coaching 
study skills, writing letters of 
recommendations on behalf 
of students, or discussing the 
best college or career fit,” said 
Lindsay Brown, who chairs 
the counseling center at 
Severna Park High.

Each counselor at SPHS 
serves about 400 students, 
and the school also has a 
full-time psychologist on 
staff. “Our school psycholo-
gist works with students 
who have counseling-related 
goals on their IEPs, conducts 
psychological testing, and 
provides crisis counseling for 
the general education public 
when needed,” Brown added.

Counselors, however, are 
not therapists and cannot 
provide long-term therapy 
or diagnose mental health 
issues. They are simply 
available to help in the short 
term. “School counselors are 
solution-focused and we aim 
to try to remove whatever 
barriers are impeding the 
success of our students at 
any given time,” Brown said. 
“School counselors will refer 
families to outside counsel-
ing as well if a student is in 
need of more support.”

Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools is making an 
effort to increase resources 
for students, specifically 
by bringing more school 

counselors and psycholo-
gists on staff. Even though 

Severna Park High School’s 
student-to-counselor ratio of 
400:1 exceeds the American 
School Counselors Asso-
ciation’s recommendation of 
250:1, it is still better than 
some schools where there 
is only one counselor for 
700 students.

“We do understand the 
great need,” said Dana Schall-
heim, who represents District 
5 on the Board of Education. 
“Kids are coming to our 
schools a lot more trauma-
tized. We are working on it 
and doing what we can while 
being realistic regarding 
funding. We need to be sup-
portive of our students and 
do the best we can to provide 
a safe and healthy learning 
environment for them so 
they can be successful.”

This year, the BOE asked 
the county for funding to 
increase the number of guid-
ance counselors, social work-
ers, psychologists and pupil 
personnel workers. “They’re 
critically needed positions,” 
said Terry Gilleland, the 
president of the board. How-
ever, he acknowledged that 
providing all the necessary 
resources isn’t something 
that can happen automati-
cally. “This is a multiyear 
approach,” he said. “This is 
not going to be fixed in one 
budget cycle.”

Gilleland added that he is 
encouraged to see so many 
students and parents com-
ing forward to talk about 
the need for mental health 
resources. “They need to 
continue with these conver-
sations,” he said. “It’s in those 
conversations that I think 
we’ll see discoveries that 
will provide us opportuni-
ties to learn, to grow and 
to provide better supports 
where we can.”

Community Conversation Emphasizes Mental Health Awareness
 »Continued from A1
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Spring Savings at the Plaza
with great gift selections, restaurants and services

Park Plaza is located at 550-582 Governor Ritchie Highway in Severna Park.  Sponsored by the merchants of Park Plaza Shopping Center.

Food & ReStauRantS
Bill Bateman’s Bistro
Honey Baked Ham
Kyoto Japanese Restaurant
Ledo Pizza
Mi Pueblo Restaurant 
Noodles and Company   
Park Tavern
Smoothie King 
Subway
Taco Bell

The Breakfast Shoppe 

GiFt SHoPS & Retail
Dance Supplies, Etc.
Dress Barn/Dress Barn for Women
Five Below 
Franklin’s Toys
Jo-Ann Fabrics 
Marc Todd Jewelers 
Music and Arts Center 
Park Home

Side Street Framers & gift gallery
T- Mobile
The Cottage 
The UPS Store
Wild Bird Center
Xfinity 

HealtH & Beauty
Creative Force Dance Center
Hair Cuttery 
Hand and Stone Massage & Facial Spa

Image Creators Salon & Spa 
Kwon’s Taekwondo 
Olde Tyme Barbershop
Park Fitness 
Split Ends Salon
Sport Clips 
Top Nails

PRoFeSSionalS
ATI Physical Therapy
Chesapeake Hearing Centers, Inc. 

Coldwell Banker 
Edward Jones 
Long and Foster
M&T Bank
Mathnasium 
Multi-Specialty Health Care Group 
Park Pharmacy 
Paul W. Gill, DPM Podiatrist
Priority Care
Severn River Dental Health Center
United Title and Escrow

Come Check
 Out Our 
Specials

Register Today!

Weekly Specials 
Great Prices

Gifts for family and 
friends to enjoy 

all year long

Come Check 
Out Our 
Specials

New gift 
items 

arriving daily

Visit your Local 
Friendly Pharmacist!

Independently Owned and Operated

Put more fun in 
Spring. Check 

franklinstoystore.com
for events
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Come check out 
all our specials!

Call now for a 
Free Trial!

  1st Friday
Movies Under the Stars

FREE Outdoor movies at Park Plaza the first Friday of each month
6/7 Ralph Breaks The Internet 

7/5 Trolls 
8/2 Mary Poppins Returns 

9/6 Dumbo
10/4 Hotel Transylvania 3

Letters To The Editor: Suicide Coverage

In Response To “The 
Pressure Is Real”

I just read your article 
“The Pressure Is Real” and 
have a few related comments 
and questions. I appreciate 
your writing on this topic, 
as I am a family friend of a 
recent suicide victim.

I understand that your ar-
ticle was written in response 
to a newsworthy event, led 
by a group of students. I 
noted that it was written 
as a part of a series, and am 
hopeful that the next piece 
will include the voices of two 
key, but neglected, groups of 
voices: those of the fami-
lies of suicide victims and 
those of the mental health 
professionals.

In times like these, it’s 
critical for communities to 
come together to investigate 
what solutions might be 
available. And, I’m aware 
that crisis intervention 
professionals were at the 
students’ event. However, 
after reading your article, 
I believe that those inter-
viewed made assumptions 
about suicide without much 
evidence to back up their 
claims. This, I think, is 
misleading and against the 
intent of the article.

First of all, I understand 
that students’ voices are im-
portant ones in the process 
of trying to figure out why 
fellow students would want 
to take their lives. But edu-
cational pressure has been 
there for decades, so what 
else has changed? What 
evidence did mental health 
professionals provide that 
contributed to this being 
reported as a real factor to 
rising numbers of suicides?

Secondly, you quoted a 
parent as saying that she 
thought bragging on social 
media is another contribut-
ing factor to an increase in 
suicide. I agree that bragging 
on social media is a detri-
ment to our culture, but does 
it really contribute to a rise 
in suicide? Which mental 
health professionals did you 
interview who agreed that 
was a contributing factor?

Also, your article quoted a 
school district employee as 
saying that parents need to 
start having conversations 
at home. I think that this 
was a really glib way of put-
ting blame on parents who 
already blame themselves 
disproportionately when the 
worst-case scenario takes 
place. If Mr. Mosier took 
the time to talk to victims’ 
families, he would know that 
countless heartbreaking con-
versations take place, both 
in the home and in counsel-
ing centers or hospitals, 
when someone is suicidal or 
has severe depression.

Because of my own inter-
est in this topic, I recently 
spoke to someone working 
with children in the behav-
ioral health field. She said 
that one major issue these 
days is the graphic portrayal 
of suicide in the media (she 
used the specific example of 
the Netflix show “13 Reasons 
Why”). Although mental 
health professionals were 
consulted for the show and 
requested that producers not 
show suicide so graphically, 
the producers went against 
their advice. She said that 
every time a new season 
comes out, there is a spike 
in suicides. This is just one 

documented reason that 
professionals believe suicide 
rates have increased.

I think we’re missing out 
on a full picture of what sui-
cide is really about. We need 
real data from professionals, 
as well as anecdotal evidence 
from victims’ families, to 
truly understand what steps 
communities can take to 
prevent suicide. Speculation 
only adds to the grief and 
torment of a family strug-
gling to cope with mental 
health issues.

I look forward to reading 
your next article.
Meredith Cooper 
Severna Park

In Response To 
“Students And 
Parents Push For 
Culture Shift To 
End Severna Park’s 
Suicide Problem”

I have a number of 
concerns with this article. 
Having had one child who 
went to Old Mill Middle and 
Old Mill High School and 
one child who has expe-
rienced only the Severna 
Park school system, I can 
provide firsthand feedback 
that the experience is much 
different.

There are so many major 
differences between Severna 
Park High School and 
Severna Park Middle School 
compared to Old Mill and 
Glen Burnie schools:

These areas are more tran-
sient. Children are moving 
in and out on a regular basis

Children with problems 
are more likely to drop out, 
so there is a higher overall 
dropout rate

The outright physical vio-

lence and bullying is much 
greater and the children 
know not to report

The amount of outright 
drug dealing is more preva-
lent. Again, the kids know to 
keep their mouths shut

Only the minority of par-
ents are involved. My wife 
was on the PTA and only a 
handful of parents would 
show up to meetings

Teen pregnancy is higher
Gangs are the norm
The ability to skip 

school is easier
There was rarely a day 

that I picked up my daughter 
from Old Mill that I did not 
witness fist fights. I was told 
directly by teachers at Old 
Mill that they love smart-
phones because they are a 
great babysitter in class.

The parents in the Severna 
Park school district are very 
involved. The school system 
has set a standard that al-
lows for students to come 
forward to report issues. 
The students are pushed to 
succeed. This is not bad, it is 
great. It creates the Michael 
Jordan effect where every-
one else pushes to be better.

Most importantly, teach-
ers and administrators 
are held to a high level in 
Severna Park. They will 
not get away with ignoring 
what’s in front of their faces.

I seriously doubt that the 
suicide rate is any greater 
here than in the surround-
ing areas. If the actual 
numbers were truly com-
pared, including dropouts, 
kids who move, etc., there 
are going to be more actually 
reported here because of the 
community.

Finally, you state that 

“Severna Park has seen 
nearly 20 suicides in as many 
years.” That statement is 
not qualified with facts. 
Unacceptable. What years 
and age ranges? What does 
nearly mean? There were 16, 
so we rounded to 20? Was 
this a two-year period or a 
20-year period?

Thank you for writing 
about this and bringing at-
tention to it. I don’t believe 
suicide is more common here 
than other areas when hard 
data is reviewed that allows 
for true comparison. It is 
certainly a much safer envi-
ronment. We are probably 
creating more snowflakes, 
but that is the risk.

Again, thank you for an 
actual article that addresses 
a real issue instead of the 
local bake sale.
Mark Hill 
Severna Park

In Response To 
Suicide Coverage

Thank you for your 
articles on Severna Park’s 
suicide problem. I would 
like to see more discussion 
of the role of sleep depriva-
tion in teen mental health. 
It is well-known that teens 
who get too little sleep are at 
increased risk of depression 
and suicide. Although some 
may blame poor choices for a 
teen’s lack of sleep, I believe 
heavy homework loads 
are a factor.

Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools guidelines 
recommend about 90 min-
utes of homework per night 
for high school students, or 
22.5 minutes for each of a 
day’s four courses. Yet some 
teachers routinely give one 

to two hours of work for a 
single course, or three to 
six times the recommended 
amount. AACPS guidelines 
also specify that homework 
should count for 10% of 
the grade, yet this rule is 
circumvented by assigning 
additional work to be done 
at home under the head-
ing of “assessments” or 
other wording. Thus, 30% 
or more of a course grade 
may depend on work done 
at home, which means that 
students headed for college 
have no choice but to put in 
long hours to keep up their 
marks. Finally, a student 
who is absent due to illness 
has an equal number of days 
to catch up on homework, 
so he or she will have to do 
double the normal home-
work load when returning 
from an illness. If the nor-
mal homework load were 90 
minutes, the double load of 
three hours would be achiev-
able. But actual homework 
loads are usually closer to 
three hours a night, bring-
ing the double load up to six 
hours for students returning 
from illness! All this on top 
of a seven-hour school day. 
Many teenagers are just not 
physically able to sustain 
such a heavy workload.

Thanks again for your help 
in addressing the problem of 
teen suicide. A group called 
Parenting for a Different 
World has started meeting 
at the Severna Park Com-
munity Center at 7:00pm on 
the second Thursday of every 
month to see what can be 
done to change the culture 
and help our young people.
Caroline Melles
Severna Park
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Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

  Best
•Medical Practice - Maryland 

Primary Care Physicians
•Physician - Dr. Victor M. Plavner

Maryland Primary Care Physicians -
Dr. Victor M. Plavner
Phone: (410) 757-7600
www.mpcp.com

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Best
Hardware Store
Clement Hardware True Value
500 Ritchie Hwy.,
Severna Park, MD 21146
(410) 647-4611

Clement
Hardware

FREE 
with complimentary clean and check of  
your current devices. Expires 12/31/19.

Hearing Aid
Consultation

Thank you for voting us

Best Audiology Practice

Severna Park 
580-I Ritchie Hwy

Park Plaza

Also located in: 
Annapolis • Columbia 

Easton • Kent Island 
Ocean Pines • Salisbury 

www.helpyourhearing.com

410.695.6246 

Dr. Cortney Sperry, Au.D., FAAA, CCC-A 
Mariya Hutto, Hearing Aid Dispenser

FREE 
with complimentary clean and check of 
your current devices

Dr. Cortney Sperry,
Mariya Hutto,

The Best Of Severna Park Winners And Runners-Up Accept Their Awards

Thanks For Shopping Local And For
Voting Us The Best Of Severna Park!

These local business owners and other community leaders were pleased to hear our readers had voted them the Best of Severna Park this 
year. To see more photos, visit www.severnaparkvoice.com.
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Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Best
HVAC Contractor
Cornett Heating & Cooling
674 Ritchie Hwy,
Severna Park, MD 21146
Phone: (410) 647- 6979

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Lee Talbot at

Best
Insurance Agent
Lee Talbot Insurance Agency Inc.
170 Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-5900

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Best
Home Improvement 
Contractor
www.roofingbylandmark.com
Licensed & Insured • MHIC #133042
GAF MasterElite #43111
Phone: (443) 223-7453

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Best
Realtor
Scott Schuetter
Phone: (410) 900-7668
Email: scottrealestate@yahoo.com

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Best
Best Hair Salon
Best Spa
Runner up for:
Best Place for a Massage

Image Creators, Inc.
568 F Ritchie Highway, Park Plaza
Severna Park, MD 21146 
Phone: (410) 544-8852

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Theater in the Park LLC
Phone: (410) 212-1018
theaterinthepark.spcc@gmail.com

Best
Music Instruction 
Program

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Best
Pediatric Practice
Annapolis Pediatrics
Phone: (410) 263-6363
annapolispediatrics.com

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Sasswell
Phone: (410) 507-6299 
www.sasswell.com

 Best
•Place for a Massage
•Massage Therapist -     
 Kate Langston

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Dawson’s Liquor
589 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd. 
Severna Park, MD 21146
Phone: (410) 544-6200
www.dawsonsliquor.com

Best
Liquor Store

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Best
Fencing
Contractor
Fence & Deck Connection
Phone: (410) 757-5511
www.FenceAndDeckConnection.com

S
ev

er
na Park Lanes

“Come join the FUN!”

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Best
Place for Family
Entertainment
Severna Park Lanes
840 Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park, MD
Phone: (410) 647-0811 
GoBowlingSevernaPark.com

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Creative Force Dance Center
570 F Ritchie Highway,
Severna Park, Maryland 21146
Phone: (410) 431-7018 
www.creativeforcedance.com

CREATIVE
FORCE
Dance CenterBest

Children’s Dance
Company

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Michael Wilsman at

Best
Lawyer
Michael L. Wilsman, Attorney at Law
565 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, Maryland 21146
Phone: (410) 975-9520

Thank You Severna Park
For Voting 

Best
Day Care
Vineyard Child Care Center
255 Najoles Rd 
Millersville, MD 21108
Phone: (410) 987- 2040

Thanks For Shopping Local And For
Voting Us The Best Of Severna Park!
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As a proud parent of 
three children, I am scared 
of the internet. Decisions 
abound. When should my 
child receive a smartphone? 
What parental filters work 
best? How can I protect my 
daughter from the bullying 
and harassment that has 
become headline news? As a 
lawyer, I know that the law 
often lags behind technologi-
cal advancements.

High-profile cases of cy-
berbullying have been a news 
staple since the turn of the 
millennium. Maryland’s own 
cyberbullying law, “Grace’s 
Law,” is named after Grace 
McComas, a 13-year-old girl 
who committed suicide on 
Easter Sunday in 2012 after 

cyberbullying that lasted for 
months. Phoebe Prince was a 
15-year-old student at South 
Hadley High School in Mas-
sachusetts when she took 
her own life on January 14, 
2010, after months of harass-
ment. Megan Meier commit-
tee suicide on October 17, 
2006, three weeks shy of her 
14th birthday.

According to the National 
Crime Prevention Council, 
cyberbullying is defined as 
“the process of using the 
internet, cellphones, or other 
devices to send or post texts 
or images intended to hurt or 
embarrass another person.”

Of course, my best paren-
tal advice, handed down to 
me by my dad, is, “You have 
to stand up to a bully.” That 
may have been easier done 
on the schoolyard than on 
the World Wide Web, how-
ever. It may be impossible to 
confront an anonymous and 

vicious online harasser.
As noted above, the 

Maryland legislature passed 
Grace’s Law, which became 
effective October 1, 2013. 
Under Maryland’s Criminal 
Law, cyber bullying and 
cyber harassment have been 
made illegal as follows:

1. A person may not ma-
liciously engage in a course 
of conduct, through the use 
of electronic communica-
tion, that alarms or seriously 
annoys another:(I) with the 
intent to harass, alarm, or 
annoy the other;(II) after re-
ceiving a reasonable warning 
or request to stop by or on 
behalf of the other; and(III) 
without a legal purpose.

2. A person may not use 
an interactive computer 
service to maliciously engage 
in a course of conduct that 
inflicts serious emotional 
distress on a minor or places 
a minor in reasonable fear 

of death or serious bodily 
injury with the intent:(I) to 
kill, injure, harass, or cause 
serious emotional distress 
to the minor; or (II) to 
place the minor in reason-
able fear of death or serious 
bodily injury.

A person who violates this 
section is guilty of a misde-
meanor, and on conviction, 
is subject to imprisonment 
not exceeding one year 
or a fine not exceeding 
$500 or both.

Likewise, federal law 
criminalizes threats via the 
internet and other media as 
follows: “Whoever trans-
mits in interstate or foreign 
commerce any communica-
tion containing any threat 
to kidnap any person or any 
threat to injure the person 
of another shall be fined 
under this title or impris-
oned not more than five 
years, or both.”

Of course, there is a ten-
sion between free speech 
protections and prohibitions 
from harassment. The decid-
ing factor may be the indi-
vidual’s intent to do harm, 
and that may be difficult 
to prove. Lawsuits against 
platforms that enable bully-
ing — for example, Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram 
— have met with varying 
success, and these areas of 
the law are still catching up 
with technology.

The parents of alleged 
bullies who may be better 
situated to prevent bully-
ing by restricting access to 
social media may be liable 
for their minor child’s tor-
tious actions under Criminal 
Procedure Article 11-604.

Possible causes of action 
to consider include defama-
tion and intentional inflic-
tion of emotional distress. A 
cease-and-desist letter from 
an attorney may be help-
ful in curbing bullying and 

harassing conduct. This may 
be small solace to the victims 
of cyberbullying, particularly 
teens, who may have lower 
self-esteem, increased suicid-
al ideation and a variety of 
emotional responses, includ-
ing being scared, frustrated, 
angry and depressed.

Maryland’s cyberbullying 
and cyber harassment laws are 
complicated. If you or a loved 
one has been victimized by this 
sort of conduct, you will have 
many questions. You should 
consult with an attorney who 
is familiar with this area of the 
law and who will assist you in 
making informed decisions. 
David Diggs is experienced in 
tort litigation, family law and 
securing fair compensation for 
injured parties. If you need fur-
ther information regarding this 
subject, contact The Law Office 
of David V. Diggs LLC, located 
at 8684 Veterans Highway, 
Suite 204, in Millersville, by 
calling 410-244-1171 or email-
ing david@diggslaw.com.

Conveniently loCated at:
3306 Mountain Road
Pasadena, MD

Mountain Rd
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Visit our website to see our work! FrankandBills.com

CaR aCCiDent?
turn to Frank & Bill’s to take care 

of your auto repair needs!

High Volume 
Imaging 

The Baltimore/
Washington

Newest Full Line 
Canon Dealership

Lease a New 
Copier and 
Receive a

FREE
iPad

(make sure to mention this offer) 

Local Company 
Locally Owned

Call for our Grand 
Opening pricing

240-401-3117

©
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HONOR
THOSE WHO

SERVED
You don’t have to go far to find someone who
has a heroic family member that has served this
great nation.Our veterans served so we may be

safe and free, and we will never forget.

BARRANCO & SONS, P.A.
SEVERNA PARK FUNERAL HOME

410-647-2400 • barrancofuneralhome.com

410.647.7777
570 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd. • Severna Park, MD 21146

 www.gardinerappelgroup.com

Protecting Families for 30 years

Call today for an appointment! 
8684 Veterans Highway · Suite 204 · 

Millersville, Maryland 21108
Email: info@diggslaw.com

O: 410-244-1189 F: 443-543-6360 
Website: www.diggslaw.com

• Your lawyer and 
neighbor providing 
legal expertise for 

all your family law,  
estate planning and 

accident needs.

Cyber Bullying And Harassment: Can The Law Catch Up With Technology?
David Diggs

The Law Office of 
David V. Diggs
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Looking for a church? coME Join uS!

Roman Catholic Church • Severna Park, MD

our Purpose: To form disciples of  Jesus christ who joyfully live out the gospel!

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday:
5:15 PM  REJOICE 
Music Ensemble  

Sunday:
7:30 AM Spoken Mass
9:15 AM Contemporary 
11:00 AM Traditional Choir
2:30 PM (3rd Sundays) Filipino Mass
5:15 PM EXALT Praise Group

410-647-4884 | www.stjohnsp.org 
689 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, Maryland 21146





 

 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 










 







  

  




















    








































































 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                 






       

     





Childcare is now available 
during the 9:15 AM, 11 AM 

and 5:15 PM Sunday Masses

Praying for Miracles with Dr. Bob Sawyer
all are Welcome

Join us for a ROARing good time
June 24 – 28, 2019 from 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

for students currently in PreK-4  through Grade 5.
https://www.stjohnsp.org/vbs/

Vacation Bible School at
St. John the Evangelist 

Sunday, May 5 from 1 to 4 PM 
in the Parish activities center 

Personal, physical, mental, emotional and spiritual healing, as well 
as witnessing another’s healing, frequently leads to deep spiritual 

changes and the realization that Jesus iS alive. The Sacrament 
of reconciliation will be available. no cost, no collection. 

 

for more information email       
thesawyers@archbalt.org

healing service

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

As a kindergarten teacher, 
Nancy Kules educated kids a 
few years after they learned 
how to walk and write. She 
never expected to watch as 
her husband relearned those 
same skills.

That experience came back 
in 2005 when Ryan Kules was 
critically wounded, and Nan-
cy has served as his caregiver 
ever since. That background 
makes her an ideal candidate 
for her new role as the Dole 
Caregiver Fellow for Mary-
land until 2021.

Nancy was chosen for the 
position by the Elizabeth 
Dole Foundation, which em-
powers, supports and honors 
U.S. military caregivers: the 
spouses, parents, family 
members and friends who 
care for America’s wounded, 
ill or injured veterans.

Her advocacy for veterans 
started after November 
29, 2005, when her life and 
Ryan’s changed forever.

Ryan was serving in the 
U.S. Army as an armor of-
ficer. He was in Taji, Iraq, 
roughly 15 miles north 
of Baghdad.

“We were doing an early 
morning raid on a house 
we determined had some 
insurgent activity,” Ryan 
said. “We were on our way 
back to base.”

An improvised explo-
sive device was buried 
in the road.

“It cut our vehicle in half 
and severed my right arm 
and my left leg above the 
knee,” Ryan said. “I was 
found about 15 to 20 minutes 
after the explosion went off.”

Two of Ryan’s comrades 
were killed. Ryan was taken 

to a hospital 
in Germany 
and then 
to Walter 
Reed Medi-
cal Center in 
Washington, 
D.C. He spent 
two weeks in 
a medically 
induced coma. 
Eighteen 
months of 
rehab later, he 
went home.

At 22 years 
old, Nancy 
had to leave 
her job teach-
ing kindergar-
ten in Arizona so she could 
be with her husband, to 
whom she’d been married for 
only a year. Ryan and Nancy 
later settled in Severna Park 
and had three children — 
who are now ages 11, 9 and 
7 — adapting to their “new 
normal” as Nancy calls it.

“Ryan and I both work 
very hard to anticipate po-
tential challenges associated 
with his disabilities before 
they arise, and accommodate 
for those things in advance 
so things generally look 
pretty seamless from the 
outside,” Nancy said. “That 
might mean huge under-
takings, such as modifying 
our entire home to be ADA 
[Americans with Disabili-
ties Act] accessible, down to 
small tweaks like penciling 
in extra moments to relax at 
theme parks, finding sum-
mer vacation options that 
don’t include the beach (be-
cause sand plus prosthetics is 
a challenge for us) or calling 
ahead to see if an activity 
is one hand or prosthetic 
friendly.”

Ryan has worked for 

Wounded Warrior Project 
since 2007 and Nancy has 
been his tireless advocate. 
Together they have sup-
ported families battling 
“invisible” injuries like post-
traumatic stress disorder and 
traumatic brain injuries.

Nancy applied and earned 
the position as the Elizabeth 
Dole Foundation’s Maryland 
Caregiver Fellow.

During her two-year 
term, she wants to use her 
background in education 
and communication to work 
on the Hidden Hero Cities 
aspect of the Elizabeth Dole 
Foundation.

Hidden Hero Cities is a 
growing network dedicated 
to identifying local military 
and veteran caregivers and 
increasing awareness and 
support for them. Through 
this program, cities join the 
Elizabeth Dole Foundation 
and participating com-
munities across the nation 
to streamline services and 
share best practices for 
addressing the needs of care-
givers at a local level.

More than 110 cities have 

signed on but none are 
from Maryland.

To get there, Nancy is fol-
lowing a detailed plan. Get 
stakeholders from Annapolis 
or Baltimore to pledge their 
support. Designate a local 
point of contact from the 
public or private sector to 
spearhead the initiative. 
Form a steering committee, 
or integrate the Hidden Hero 
initiative into an existing 
committee, so a group of 
volunteers can assess and 
address the unique needs 
or Maryland’s military 
caregivers.

“I hope I can utilize my 
platform as Maryland’s 2019 
Dole Fellow to launch a state-
wide conversation including 
policymakers, businesses 
and individuals,” Nancy said.

So far, she has met the new 
Fellows from Virginia and 
Washington, D.C.

“The hope is to figure out 
with the three of us if we can 
outline this process more for 
our area but also for Ala-
bama, Arizona, Colorado and 
other states so [the Fellows] 
can identify solutions spe-
cific to their demographic, 
their region,” Nancy said. 
“We don’t have a playbook, 
but we’re trying to write the 
playbook as we go.”

Ryan has no doubts Nancy 
will advance the Hidden 
Heroes agenda and con-
tinue to support military 
members and caregivers 
nationwide just as she has 
supported him.

“My injuries will never 
go away and her advocat-
ing for me will never go 
away,” he said.

May is the Month of the 
Military Caregiver. Learn 
more at www.elizabeth-
dolefoundation.org.

Nancy Kules To Serve As Dole Caregiver Fellow

The Kules family has adapted to their “new 
normal,” raising three kids while advocating 
on behalf of members of the military 
community battling “invisible” injuries.

Jillian Amodio 
Empowers Women 

Through Book, Classes

By Maya Pottiger

With her book “Girl Empow-
ered,” Jillian Amodio hopes 
to do just that: empower the 
next generation of women.

The book, which was 
published in November 2018, 
caught the attention of athlet-
ic-wear company Athleta. The 
company reached out to Amo-
dio and asked her to teach one 
of her self-defense classes at 
the Annapolis store.

“I was really excited, and I 
was really taken aback that 
such a large company would 
take interest in me,” Amodio 
said. “I’m just one person, and 
I thought it was really cool 
that people outside of my little 
circle were hearing about it 
and recognizing the impor-
tance for female empower-
ment and wanting to take the 
next step in empowering our 
next generation.”

The initial class went so well 
that Athleta invited Amodio 
back for a two-day workshop 
in June. The classes help bring 
Amodio’s book to life with 
self-defense demonstrations 

and practicing mindfulness. 
Amodio owns Cape Wellness 
Studio, a yoga studio in Cape 
St. Claire, so she balances the 
heavy topics of self-defense 
with mindful practices.

Her book follows the same 
structure: each chapter builds 
on the last one, ending with 
lighter topics.

“Some of the content is kind 
of heavy, so we taper back 
down with the mindfulness 
and meditation,” Amodio said.

The book “covers self-
defense in a broad spectrum,” 
Amodio said. While there are 
tips for physical self-defense, 
like getting out of wrist grabs 
or kidnap scenarios, there are 
also tips for protecting your 
entire well-being.

“I realize that a lot of girls 
and women don’t seek out self-
defense because they don’t 
know their worth,” Amodio 
said. “Sometimes just physical 
self-defense isn’t the answer. 
We need to treat self-defense 
as this all-encompass-
ing concept.”

“Girl Empowered” is written 
with short chapters that are 
easily digestible. The chap-
ters are written using short 
paragraphs and bullet points, 
as well as guiding images to 
serve as a quick reminder.

Amodio teaches her classes 
to a variety of groups, includ-
ing Girl Scouts, in schools, at 
libraries and privately.

“We can’t protect our kids 
from everything, but we can 
empower them to protect 
themselves,” Amodio said. “By 
empowering myself, I strive 
to empower others, especially 
my daughter and other kids so 
they don’t have to have that 
negative self-image.”
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those areas will have to com-
pete against other businesses 
just a few miles away and will 
be handicapped by higher 
wage costs.”

Education
Legislators approved a bill 

to allocate nearly $1 billion 
in additional funds to public 
schools over a three-year 
period in support of recom-
mendations from the Kirwan 
Commission. Dubbed the 
Blueprint for Maryland’s 
Future, the legislation has 
several goals: to establish a 
poverty grant program to aid 
public schools that have high 
concentrations of students 
eligible for free or reduced 
meal prices, to provide raises 
for teachers, and to create a 
Maryland Office of the Inspec-
tor General to investigate 
complaints of waste, fraud and 
abuse of public funds.

The bill, viewed as a down 
payment on the Kirwan initia-
tives, garnered bipartisan 
support although Republicans 
are worried that the price tag 
for the next phase of recom-
mendations will be too high.

“In the next three years, 
we’re going to have to talk 
about the gorilla in the room,” 
Reilly said. “If we’re going to 
do that deep dive, do we have 
the money? A lot of econo-
mists have said we’re heading 
for a recession in the next 
few years.”

Bagnall is excited for the 
potential to make Maryland’s 
school systems competitive 
not just nationally but glob-
ally. She also praised the 
bill for elevating careers in 
technology and cybersecurity, 
and for helping underserved 
populations.

“It’s looking at how we deal 
with equity gaps in educa-
tion,” Bagnall said. “In the 
past, funding was tied to 
performance. The more the 
school was underperforming, 
the more the funding was 
stripped. That’s counterintui-
tive because the schools that 
are underperforming usually 
need the most resources.”

The Environment
A Busch-sponsored bill pro-

tecting five oyster sanctuaries 
on the Chesapeake Bay was 
vetoed by Hogan, who said the 
bill would harm local water-
men. The General Assembly 

overturned the veto.
An ambitious piece of legis-

lation, the Clean Energy Jobs 
Act requires Maryland to rely 
on renewable energy sources 
like wind and solar power for 
50% of its supply by 2030.

“When we got the global 
climate report, I think it was a 
wakeup call for a lot of people,” 
said Bagnall, who supported 
the legislation.

Opponents say the bill will 
drive up the cost of energy 
bills for Maryland consumers. 
Saab also said that while the 
bill is called the Clean Energy 
Jobs Act, some of those jobs 
will go to other states, and 
trash incinerators will be con-
sidered clean energy sources.

“I’m not willing to subsidize 
trash pollution in Baltimore 
City,” Saab said.

“People were passing laws to 
prevent birds from flying into 
buildings and yet we want to 
put turbines in the middle of 
the ocean,” he added.

Health Care
Perhaps the most emotional 

debate surrounded the End-of-
Life Option Act, which passed 
in the House but died in the 
Senate. If passed, it would 
have created a process allow-
ing patients to request and 
receive aid in dying from their 
physicians.

Saab said he respects both 
sides of the argument but was 
worried about patients being 
coerced. He also questioned 
the bill’s “vague” definition of 
the term “terminally ill.”

“Diabetes, if you stop taking 
your medicine, is considered 
terminally ill,” Saab said.

Lawmakers also changed 
the age at which customers 
can purchase tobacco prod-
ucts and electronic smoking 
devices. Instead of 18, those 
customers must now be 21.

Local Laws
Reilly sponsored a contro-

versial bill to change the hours 
for towing a water skier on a 
slalom ski course at Mayna-
dier Creek near Crownsville. 
Homeowners complained of 
excessive noise on the water-
way. Water enthusiasts fought 
to maintain their current level 
of access to the course.

“A ski boat club wanted to 
control 80 hours of access to 
Maynadier Creek,” Reilly said. 
“Homeowners felt like that 
was too much, so we got it 

down to 58 hours. The boaters 
testified that they used the 
course eight to 11 hours a 
week. I’m sure the boaters can 
find 11 hours to ski in the 58 
that have been authorized.”

In her first session, Bagnall 
helped pass a few laws. One 
prohibits health care practi-
tioners and certain students 
from performing exams 
on patients who are under 
anesthesia or unconscious 
unless those practitioners or 
students are given consent. 
Another law allows nonprofits 
to use 10% of their revenue 
for necessities like office space 
and electricity bills.

The Anne Arundel County 
delegation also helped extend 
the lease for the Anne Arundel 
County Food Bank in Crowns-
ville, and successfully lobbied 
for several bond bills: Chrysa-
lis House ($200,000), the Anne 
Arundel County Fairgrounds 
($75,000) and the Cape St. 
Claire beach ($25,000).

Other Laws
Striking Hogan’s 2016 Ex-

ecutive Order to have Mary-
land schools start after Labor 
Day, the General Assembly 
shifted that authority to the 
individual school districts.

Months after Anne Arundel 
County adopted a bill to ban 
polystyrene products from 
restaurants and schools, 
Maryland passed similar 
legislation.

An investigation revealed 
that Baltimore City Mayor 
Catherine Pugh had a deal 
with University of Maryland 
Medical System (UMMS) to 
purchase $500,000 worth of 
her “Healthy Holly” children’s 
books. Further research 
showed that other organiza-
tions were awarded large 
financial contracts by city 
agencies and the UMMS 
board, which Pugh served on. 
Appalled by the insider deals 
between UMMS and its board 
members, the General As-
sembly moved quickly to pass 
reforms to overhaul the board 
and prevent its members 
from using their position for 
private gain.

To learn more about these 
bills and others not mentioned 
in this article, visit www.
mgaleg.maryland.gov. The 
website allows users to search 
by bill number, sponsor or 
broad subject.

MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME 

It’s where you LIVE 
And where you LOVE 

Arundel Federal Savings Bank 
Mortgage Loan 

Visit a branch or apply online at 
ArundelFederal.com today. 

410.768.7800 

Mention this ad and get $100 closing credit.* 

*We reserve the right to withdraw this offer at anytime. 

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

The Voice WanTs YOU!
Now Seeking Talented Sales Representatives To Join Our Team
Are you looking to join an exciting team and a company that is growing and 

expanding? If so, the Severna Park Voice would like talk to you. We have an opening 
in the local area and are looking for sales candidates to help us call on businesses.

Company Description:
The Severna Park Voice covers hyperlocal, positive news and events from our community. The 
company has had excellent growth and success along with its sister publication, the Pasadena Voice, 
which serves Pasadena and Gibson Island.

Job Requirements:
•	 Positive and team-orientated attitude 

with superior communication 
and presentation skills.

•	 Prior sales experience with demonstrated 
success in growing sales revenue. Past 
advertising sales background that includes 
prospecting skills, conducting face-to-face 
meetings and making sales presentations.

•	 Hunter instincts for finding and developing 
new clients with demonstrated past success.

•	 Time management and organizational 
skills to coordinate cold calls and 
scheduled appointments.

•	 Ability to meet and exceed multiple 

scheduled deadlines and due dates.
•	 Community involvement, including 

participation in various chamber of 
commerce activities and other local events.

•	 Proficiency in Microsoft Office (Word, Excel 
and PowerPoint) as well as SalesForce or other 
sales-management equivalent systems.

•	 Ability to work both independently 
and within a team in a fast-paced, 
results-orientated environment.

Contact:
•	 Serious inquires only. Please send resume to 

Larry Sells, chief operating officer of The Voice 
Media Inc., at larry@severnaparkvoice.com.

139 Ritchie Highway, Suite A Severna Park, Maryland 410.647.8216

  www.PascalsChophouse.com

Weekly Live Music!
Serving Lunch And Dinner 7 Days A Week

Happy Hour Sunday-Thursday 4pm to 6:30pm
½ Off Bottles Of Wine Every Wednesday!!

Catering Available On Premise Events Up To 50 People
Sunday Brunch -10am to 2pm

  Appetizers  

Roasted Beets
red and golden beets, goat cheese,  
balsamic reduction, fresh herbs 11

Squash Blossoms
freshly picked, boursin, goat cheeses.  

arugula salad, Stone fruit chutney 15

Lamb Lolly Pops
lemon garlic marinade,  

spiced tomato chutney 16

Tuna Poke
sushi grade diced tuna, avocado & yuzu 

dressing with sesame seeds, cilantro, 
scallions, wonton chips 15

Miniature Peking  Duck Spring Rolls
hoisin dipping sauce 13

Steamed Mussels
green coconut curry broth, bamboo  

shoots, snow peas, grilled naan 14

Calamari “Steak Fries” 
crispy fried calamari steak strips with 

cherry peppers & spicy aioli 13

Dynamite Shrimp
flash fried jumbo shrimp, 

la cruz bbq spice seasoning, blue cheese 15

Crab “Popcorn”
crispy fried colossal crab bites,  

sambal aioli 18

Daily Oyster Selection
six on the half shell with mignonette & 

cocktail or rockefeller style 14

  Soup & Salads  

French Onion Soup
gruyere & herb crouton 9

Cream of Crab
a maryland tradition 9/14

Pascal House Salad
baby field greens, beefsteak tomato, english 

cucumber, pickled red onion, shaved carrot, 
balsamic vinaigrette 7/12

Grilled Romaine Wedge
bacon lardon, chapel’s bay blue cheese, 
sungold tomatoes, toasted pine nuts,  

blue cheese dressing 8/14

Pascal Caesar
herb croutons, grana padana, baby red  

& green romaine, creamy caesar 7/12

Chop Salad
iceberg, tomatoes, hearts of palm, asparagus, 
carrots, bacon lardons, red onion & egg. 

choice of house made buttermilk ranch or 
balsamic dressing 14

Rare  (very red, cool center)  Medium Rare  (red, warm center, pink to edges) Medium (pink center)   

Medium Well (slightly pink center) Well (no pink at all)     

Wet Aged Steaks                                                                                                 

6oz Filet Mignon 33

8oz Filet Mignon 39

16oz Rib-Eye 39

16oz NY Strip 39
chef’s favorite

Grass Fed

8oz Filet 41
bacon onion relish

Dry Aged Steak
1-2 Daily Selections

Chop of the Day 
MP

  Steaks and Chops  

  Sauces  
3

Bearnaise 

Red Horseradish Steak Sauce

White Horseradish Steak Sauce

Au jus

Port Wine Demi Glaze

Worcestershire Reduction

Garlic Rosemary Compound Butter

  Accompaniments  

3 oz Crab Cake 
market price

Oscar Mkt Price
2 oz jumbo lump crab meat with bearnaise 

2 oz Foie Gras 17

Maine Lobster Tail
6 oz butter poached 21

Consuming raw or undercooked meats, poultry, seafood, shellfish or eggs may increase your risk of foodborne illness.

139 Ritchie Highway, Suite A
Severna Park, Maryland

410-647-8216
www.pascalschophouse.com

Surf and Turf Ravioli
lobster ravioli with knuckle and claw meat, 
filet mignon tips, tarragon butter sauce 36

Steak Frites
flatiron steak with plantains, yucca sticks, 

grilled broccoli, chimichurri 28

Shrimp and Scallop Skewers 
- 2 U10 scallops & 2 jumbo shrimp - 

sunchoke, french beans, watermelon & 
 mango salsa, passionfruit beurre blanc 32

Duck Leg Confit
mixed greens, duck fat cherry vinaigrette 28

Slow-Cooked Angus Beef Short Rib
slow cooked with asian stir fried vegetables, 

rice & korean barbecue jus 27

Crab Cakes
2 3oz crab cakes with fried green tomatoes, 

roasted corn and zucchini hash,  
old bay remoulade MP

  Entrees  

Haricot Vert

Creamed Spinach Au Gratin

Roasted Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Sauteed Mushrooms with Thyme

Fried Brussel Sprouts with  
Balsamic Honey Reduction

Grilled Broccoli

Mixed Grilled Vegetables

Truffle Parmesan Tots +1

Jumbo Asparagus +1.5

Loaded Mashed Potatoes +3

Cheesy Macaroni 
add lobster +8

House Cut Pub Fries 6
with old bay 8 

duck fat fries with  
parmesan & parsley 10

  Sides  
7.5

Catch of the Day 
ask your server for fresh daily selection MP

Starters 
French Onion Soup

gruyere & herb crouton 9

Cream of Crab
cup 9    bowl 14

Maryland Crab Dip
an eastern shore tradition 15

Tavern Fare
Dynamite Shrimp

flash fried jumbo shrimp, 
la cruz bbq spice seasoning, blue cheese 15

Pork Rinds Nachos
house nacho cheese sauce, jalapenos, sour cream, 

scallions, cilantro 12 

Chicken Wings 6/10
buffalo, caribbean jerk, old bay, bbq ,  
sweet heat or honey garlic pepper 

with blue cheese dressing & celery stix 9/13

Miniature Peking Duck Spring Rolls
with hoisin dipping sauce 13

Calamari “Steak Fries” 
crispy fried calamari steak strips,  

cherry peppers & spicy aioli 13

Tuna Poke
sushi grade diced tuna, avocado & yuzu dressing 

with sesame seeds, cilantro, scallions,  
wonton chips 15

Crab “Popcorn”
crispy fried colossal crab bites,  

sambal aioli 18

House-Cut Pub Fries 6
old bay 8           

duck fat with parsley & parmesan 10

Daily Oyster Selection
six on the half shell with mignonette & cocktail 

or rockefeller style 14

GRILLED CHICKEN BREAST 6  |  GRILLED SHRIMP 8

GRILLED YELLOWFIN TUNA 8  |  STEAK TIPS 8

FRIED OYSTERS 12  |  3 OZ CRAB CAKE 15

CRAB POPCORN 18  |  FRESH CRAB MEAT 18

Salads
Pascal’s House Salad

baby field greens, beefsteak tomato, english  
cucumber, pickled red onion, shaved carrot,  

balsamic vinaigrette 11

Pascal Caesar
herb croutons, grana padana, baby red  

& green romaine, creamy caesar 12

Grilled Romaine Wedge
 bacon lardon, gorgonzola cheese, 

 mixed grape tomatoes, toasted pine nuts,  
blue cheese dressing 14

Grilled Sea Scallops
over baby spinach salad with grape tomatoes, 

gorgonzola, pine nuts & warm bacon dressing 17

Chop Salad
iceberg, tomatoes, hearts of palm, asparagus, 
carrots, bacon lardons, red onion & egg. 

choice of house made buttermilk ranch or 
balsamic dressing 14

The Grilled Cheese
pimento cheese and bacon tomato jam,

rustic sourdough 15

8 oz. Angus Burger
soft brioche roll, butter lettuce,  

 beefsteak tomato, red onion 15 
add cheese 1  pimento 2     add smoked bacon 1

California Turkey Burger
pepper jack cheese, avocado, spinach,  

tomatoes & red pepper aioli 14

French Dip
shaved tri-tip on ciabatta roll with  

boursin cheese, sauteed onion & au jus 15

Crab Cake Sandwich
soft brioche roll, butter lettuce,  

beefsteak tomato, red onion & spicy aioli 21

Sandwiches
served with house cut pub fries.  

old bay fries +1
small house or caesar salad +2.5

Dinner Menu Tavern Menu

Lawmakers Push Long-Term PoliciesBerrywood Residents Plant Trees 
At Cattail Creek For Earth Day

By Maya Pottiger

On Earth Day, community 
members of all ages gathered 
at Cattail Creek in the Ber-
rywood community. Their goal 
was to plant native and pol-
linator-friendly plants along 
the creek, which was the final 
phase of a large-scale restora-
tion project that ultimately 
took six years to complete.

The project was led by Bob 
Royer and Molly LaChapelle, 
both Berrywood residents. 
Royer is a volunteer water 
quality monitor for the 
Magothy River Association, 
and LaChapelle became a 
Master Watershed Steward to 
help tackle the project.

With deteriorating water 
quality in Cattail Creek, the 
project became a necessity.

The project followed a three-
phase plan. The first phase 
was creating the regenerative 
stream channel. This was 
achieved by raising the stream 
bed, which helped slow down 
the stream flow and reduce 
erosion. The second phase was 
removing the bulkhead along 
the marina and replacing it 
with a living shoreline.

On Earth Day, the commu-
nity got to participate in the fi-
nal phase, which was planting 
carefully chosen native plants 
to combat runoff.

“I always said from a techni-
cal standpoint, what we did 
was connect the stream with 
the floodplain, which hadn’t 
been done in years,” Royer 
said. “The most important 
thing now is we have recon-
nected the stream back to the 
community.”

The community planting 

drew more than 100 people 
throughout the day, includ-
ing District 5 Councilwoman 
Amanda Fiedler and Stephen 
Schatz, a deputy chief of staff 
to Governor Larry Hogan.

The restoration construc-
tion started in October 2018. 
It was made possible by grants 
from the “Watershed Stewards 
Academy in league with the 
Chesapeake Bay Trust and 
the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources,” said 
Royer, who is also a member 
of the Berrywood Watershed 
Committee. Underwood & 
Associates took charge of the 
design and construction of the 
restoration.

In all, the grants totaled just 
under $1 million.

Underwood & Associ-
ates finished all of the major 
construction by December 
2018. The goal was to finish 
the project by February, which 
is when yellow perch spawn on 
the creek and construction is 

prohibited.
Now, families are using the 

spot as a nature park, accord-
ing to Royer.

“We want to bring people’s 
attention to the environment, 
and this is the perfect show-
case for demonstrating that,” 
Royer said.

Some of the proposed plants 
include American cranberry 
(which is where Berrywood 
gets its name), blueberry, bald 
cypress, sweetbay magnolia, 
American holly and red-
head grass.

“We’d like to use this as a 
flagship program to start this 
off, and then move forward 
to increase the water quality 
going up the Cattail Creek 
watershed, but also use it as 
a leading example for other 
neighborhoods to do the same 
in their area,” Royer said. “If 
we can do this one stream at a 
time in other areas, then the 
[Chesapeake Bay]’s health will 
approve dramatically.”

Photo by Maya Pottiger

More than 100 people gathered at Cattail Creek on Earth 
Day to participate in the Berrywood community project.

 »Continued from A1
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N e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  t h e  Mo n t h

Thank You for Voting Us Best Of Severna Park Again for 2019

Call TODAY for your FREE, no-hassle, no-pressure 
inspection/estimate of your roof, siding or windows.
Financing Options Available

Proud Sponsor of the 
Neighborhood of the Month!

Severna Park Owned and Operated
Licensed & Insured
MHIC #133042
Landmark Roofing Certified ID# CE29287

We’re helping make neighborhoods better one home at a time!

443-223-7453
www.roofingbylandmark.com

GAF Master Elite Contractor

By Judy Tacyn

For many Severna Park resi-
dents, the neighborhoods off McK-
insey Road are known as little more 
than “that area behind Giant,” and 
that’s just the way those who live 
between Route 2 and the Magothy 
River, such as Cape Arthur 
residents, like it. The community 
is anything but cookie-cutter and 
boasts one of the most spectacular 
beaches in all of Severna Park.

For a “typical suburban devel-
opment,” Cape Arthur has some 
unique history. Cape Arthur was 
founded by Arthur and Lydia Gid-
dings, who moved to the United 
States from Wiltshire, England, in 
1925. Starting in 1948, the couple 
began purchasing tracts of land 
along the Magothy River, and even-
tually subdivided the land into 213 
lots, known today as Cape Arthur.

In addition to the home lots, sev-
eral open spaces were deliberately 
left to be developed as shared com-
munity spaces, including the Lydia 
Giddings Memorial Playground 
and Park at the center of the com-
munity. Here, children congregate 
for fun and play tennis, basketball, 
soccer and lacrosse.

The annual fall festival, the 

Easter egg hunt, and the 
judging for the neighbor-
hood Fourth of July bike 
parade all take place on 
this shared open and 
public treasure. On Hal-
loween, a giant bonfire 
in the center of the park 
brings together all neighbors. It is 
telling that this playground was 
not a byproduct of zoning laws or 
stormwater management require-
ments but rather a conscious 
decision by the developers that 
public gathering spaces are critical 
and valuable components to well-
designed communities.

The jewel in the Cape Arthur 
crown is its spectacular and ex-
pansive beach, known as Arundel 
Beach. From this popular gather-
ing point, residents enjoy a perfect 
view of North Ferry Point to the 
east, Magothy Marina in Manhat-
tan Beach to the south, and Stony 
Point in Arnold to the southeast. 
Sitting at the point where Cypress 
Creek enters the Magothy River, 
the beach is a gathering place for 
neighbors to grill, boat, crab, or 
just catch some sun while their 
kids are swimming. Between the 
long pier and the cove, there are 
slips for more than 40 boats. Kayak 

racks on the beach provide addi-
tional storage.

Mary and Jim Patz 
Residents for 16 Years

“With three children under 2 
years of age, we were suddenly 
outgrowing our rowhouse in South 
Baltimore,” Mary Patz said. “Our 
preference was to move south to 
Anne Arundel County to avoid 
becoming part-time residents of 
the Baltimore Beltway. Looking 
at public schools, Severna Park 
seemed desirable.”

Mary and her husband, Jim, 
looked at a house for sale in Cape 
Arthur without knowing much 
about Severna Park.

“The house was nice, but the 
Cape Arthur beach blew us away,” 
Mary said. “We walked down to 
the beach and were amazed by the 
beauty of it; the views, the oppor-
tunities to swim, kayak, and boat 
are all right around the corner. In 

2003, houses in Severna 
Park were being snapped 
up often before they hit the 
market. When we didn’t get 
that first house, we kept 
looking but with the stipula-
tion that our new home be 
in Cape Arthur.”

The Patz children attended Fol-
ger McKinsey Elementary School, 
which is an easy walk for many of 
the school’s students.

“The school was named for one 
of Cape Arthur’s most famous 
residents,” Mary said. “Also known 
as the Bentztown bard, Folger 
McKinsey was a poet and colum-
nist who wrote a daily column 
titled ‘Good Morning’ for the Bal-
timore Sun from 1906 to 1942. He 
lived in Magothy Hall, a red brick 
structure adjacent to the neighbor-
hood beach, from 1906 to 1914. Of 
course, this was long before the 
neighborhood’s development, so 
one might imagine a mile-long dirt 
road that led from the Baltimore 
Annapolis Road to the residence on 
the Magothy.”

Brian and Deanna 
Johnson 
Residents for 12 Years

Brian and Deanna Johnson came 

to the area after Deanna remarked 
during her pregnancy that she 
wanted to raise their kids closer 
to family.

“I was totally content with life 
in the Pacific Northwest, a nice 
position at Microsoft and close 
proximity to Puget Sound and thus 
said ‘no’ to her offer,” Brian John-
son said. “So, we compromised and 
moved anyway.”

Deanna flew to Maryland first 
to house-hunt and stumbled 
upon Cape Arthur with its great 
beach with stunning views of the 
Magothy River and the Ches-
apeake Bay.

“I wouldn’t hesitate to recom-
mend my neighborhood to a 
friend,” said Brian. “Houses don’t 
stay on the market very long in 
Cape Arthur.”

Brian is currently the president 
and beach chair of Cape Arthur. 
Deanna organizes the fall festival, 
helps orchestrate the Christmas 
party and neighborhood get-
togethers, and competes in the 
peninsula Olympics.

“There is a high level of vol-
unteering among Cape Arthur 
residents,” Brian added. “This says 
volumes to our desire to always 
make this neighborhood better.”

Cape Arthur
Neighborhood of the Month takes an in-depth look at the unique communities that make up 
Severna Park as a whole. Each has its own history, its own special amenities and its own people 
who are happy to call that place home. Want to share with our readers all about your neighbor-
hood and what sets it apart from others? Email spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com and let us know!

CALL TODAY – ESTIMATES ARE FREE! 
Build Now, Pay later, 12 Months Same as Cash

Based on credit approval, minimum payments apply. While offer lasts.

         Building Trust Since 1986!
    800 Route 3 South Gambrills, MD 21054

    www.midatlanticdeckandfence.com
    410.544.1987 | MHIC#25165 |Licensed  Insured  

32Celebrating 32 Years

MID-ATLAnTIC
DECk & FEnCE CO. Jean Andrews

Associate Broker, CRS, GRI
Christine Joyce

CRIS, GRI

410-975-3286  |  800-640-0510  |  JeanandChristine.com

Over $400 MilliOn SOldJean.Andrews@longandfoster.com Christine.Joyce@longandfoster.com

Coming Soon

Severna Park 4 Br $669,900

UlmStead eStateS

Updated! - $564,900

Waterfront – 4Br, 4Ba

Chandler Point – deep Water

Waterfront – 4Br, 3.5

Point Field landing 

JUSt liSted – Capri eStateS

5Br – 3.5 BA - $515,000

BeaUty in gamBrillS

4 Br - 2.5 BA $525,000

pending pending
pending

Photos by Judy Tacyn

Brian Johnson and Mary 
Patz are among the Cape 
Arthur residents who enjoy 
Arundel Beach as a 
community gathering place.

“We walked down to the beach and were 
amazed by the beauty of it; the views, 
the opportunities to swim, kayak, and 
boat are all right around the corner.”

 — Mary Patz

Stunning Beach Views, Tranquil Streets Accentuate Cape Arthur Appeal
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A private yacht and beach club located just two miles northwest of the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge; nestled between the Bay Bridge and the Magothy River. 

 
For Direct Access to Boating on the Bay and Leisurely 
Activities, as well as Boatel Storage and Wet Slips. 
For information on booking your membership, call

410-757-8000
Joe.PodPoint@gmail.com

2116 Bay Front Terrace, Annapolis, MD 21409 | www.podickorypoint.com Annapolis’ Best Kept Secret!

local life
o n  t h e  wat e r

This summer, Annapo-
lis School of Seaman-
ship will again offer 

its Junior Captains Course, 
designed to provide on-
water, hands-on boating 
education for kids who 
want to learn how to oper-
ate powerboats safely.

Taught by U.S. Coast 
Guard licensed instructors 
from the school, the course 
will teach kids fundamen-
tals like knots and line 
handling, docking and 
close-quarters maneuver-
ing, and operating at speed. 
Unlike other programs out 
there, these lessons aren’t 
restricted to the classroom. 
“From day one, these kids 
are hands-on driving the 
boat,” said Captain Matt 
Benhoff, vice president 
of Annapolis School of 
Seamanship.

Learning on single 
outboard 16-foot rigid hull 
inflatables, kids can safely 
and comfortably learn 

docking and close-quarters 
maneuvering, while also 
getting up to speed and 
even learning how to 
safely tow a tube. Even 
when they are not dock-
ing or going fast, though, 
they will learn rules of the 
road, aids to navigation, 
and weather. Back at the 
docks, instructors will 
cover safety equipment, 
predeparture checks, and 
how to use VHF (very high 

frequency) radios.
The Annapolis School 

of Seamanship has been 
educating recreational and 
professional boaters since 
2002. Located in Eastport 
right in Annapolis, courses 
are offered year-round, of-
fering hands-on classroom 
training, U.S. Coast Guard 
courses and on-water train-
ing for adults. With the Ju-
nior Captains Course, the 
school can now offer educa-

tion to younger generations 
who want to get into boat-
ing in a fun and exciting 
way. “It’s equal parts fun 
and educational,” said Cap-
tain Devin Noone, program 
director. A small boat pres-
ents kids and young adults 
their first taste of freedom, 
even when they are still too 
young to drive a car. The 
goal of the new program is 
to provide them with the 
skills, knowledge and the 

confidence to operate a 
boat safely.

Each lesson is a five-day, 
half-day course offered 
for ages 11 to 15. New this 
year for graduates of the 
Junior Captains Course is a 
level II course for students 
who want to build on their 
boating skills and knowl-
edge. The level II course will 
cover more in-depth train-
ing on rules of the road and 
navigation. Students will 

learn electronic naviga-
tion, using chartplotters to 
navigate to locations using 
waypoints and routes.

Students need not worry 
about tons of classroom 
time and tests. After a 
brief classroom chalk talk, 
students will hit the boats 
to reinforce educational 
points, gaining real-world 
experience and learning by 
doing. Each day will cover 
a portion of the national 
safe boating curriculum, 
and after completion of 
the course, students will 
receive their Maryland 
safe boater card. The goal 
of the program is for the 
kids to walk away with the 
knowledge, skills and con-
fidence to operate power-
boats safely.

To register or for more 
information about the 
school and course, visit 
www.annapolisschoolof-
seamanship.com or call 
410-263-8848.

Annapolis School Of Seamanship Offers Junior Captains Course
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Family Owned and Operated Since 1936 
529 Ridgely Road, Crownsville, MD 21032
 (410) 923-3444     www.smithsmarina.com

Come Check Out Our
Outstanding Boat Services

• 35-Ton Travel Lift
• Bottom Painting

• Fuel Dock
• Marine Supply Store
• Cleaning and Waxing

• Slips
Full Service & Do It Yourself Yard

Smith’s Marina
on the Severn River 

Just a few years ago, 
automated window 
coverings were 

considered a luxury that 
required a substantial 
investment. But advanced 
technology and lower 
costs have made auto-
mated window coverings 
more affordable and read-
ily available. Such tech-
nology offers convenience 
as well as safety, security 
and energy efficiency.

Draperies, blinds, 
shades, shutters, outdoor 
awnings and storm shut-
ters can all be automated 
with battery, hardwire 
and plug-in systems. All 
can be controlled from a 
handheld remote, a wall 
switch, or even a smart-
phone. Many can be con-
nected to and voice-con-
trolled through Amazon 
Alexa, Google Home and 
Apple Home. With today’s 
technology, automated 
window coverings can be 
scheduled through a pro-
grammable application or 
tied into existing home 
automation systems.

The ability to control 
shades with just the push 
of a button or with a voice 
command eliminates 
the need for draw cords, 
which pose a tangling 
risk for households with 
young children or small 
pets. Simple operation 
also benefits those who 
are elderly or handi-
capped. Power systems 
are also a great option 
for large, tall or hard-to-

reach window coverings, 
which can be heavy and 
difficult to lift with a sin-
gle cord-drawn system.

Automation offers the 
added benefit of security. 
With today’s automated 
systems, window cover-
ings can be scheduled to 
routinely raise, lower, 
open and close even if 
you’re not home. Imagine 
an automated home in 
which the lights go on 
and off, and shades raise 
and lower at the same 
time every day whether 
the residents are home or 
away. This is an attractive 
option to many people 
who frequently travel or 
have second homes.

When we talk about 
energy efficiency, one 
might wonder how 
automation ties in with 
this. Well, consider you’ve 
just purchased shades to 
provide protection from 
the hot afternoon sun and 
its harsh ultraviolet rays. 
Now imagine your new 
automated shades can 

be scheduled to lower or 
close at the exact time of 
day when the afternoon 
sun is the hottest and rise 
or open when the heat is 
less intense. Take it one 
step further and these 
same shades may be tied 
to your HVAC (heating, 
ventilation and air condi-
tioning) system via an app 
like Nest or IFTT (If This 
Then That). In this case, 
the shades or draperies 
can be lowered or closed 
when the room reaches a 
certain temperature.

Home automation is 
becoming increasingly 
common with systems 
like Amazon Alexa, 
Google Home and Apple 
Home, which are easy to 
set up and use. Why not 
add automated window 
coverings?

Established by Margaret 
Blunt in 2001, Sew Beauti-
ful designs and fabricates 
custom window treatments, 
bedding, cushions and 
other soft furnishings for 
homeowners in the greater 
Annapolis area. Blunt and 
her team work closely with 
their clients to help them 
realize their decorating 
dreams with unique de-
signs, beautiful fabrics and 
a range of other products, 
including shades, blinds 
and plantation shutters 
from reputable companies 
like Hunter Douglas and 
Norman. Sew Beautiful is 
located in the blue cottage 
at the corner of Evergreen 
Road and Riggs Avenue 
in Severna Park. Design 
consultations are offered 
by appointment. To learn 
more, call 410-544-3300 or 
visit www.sewbeautiful-
windows.com.

Automated Window Coverings 
Offer More Than Convenience

Margaret 
Blunt

Sew Beautiful

Provided by 
the Maryland Department 

of Natural Resources

Through the Maryland-
ers Grow Oysters 
program, more than 

1,500 waterfront property 
owners are growing millions 
of young oysters in cages 
suspended from private 
piers. Their goal? To protect 
the young oysters during 
their vulnerable first year of 
life so they may be planted 
on local sanctuaries where 
the oysters can enrich the 
ecosystem and the oyster 
population.

There is no charge to 
participants, but the re-
wards — both personal and 
ecological — are significant. 
By fostering these young 
oysters, our citizen part-
ners are also generating an 
abundance of fish and other 
aquatic life and creating live 
bottom habitats, populated 
by oysters and other crea-
tures, on sanctuaries closed 
to harvesting.

Marylanders Grow 
Oysters is managed by the 
Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources in 
conjunction with the Oyster 
Recovery Partnership, the 
University of Maryland 
Center for Environmental 
Science, and local organiza-
tions. Maryland Depart-
ment of Public Safety and 
Corrections inmates produce 
the cages for the program.

This summer, more 
than 2 million oysters will 
be planted in sanctuary 
areas by the growers in the 
Marylanders Grow Oysters 
program. In September 
2018, approximately 7,500 
cages were stocked with spat 
to prepare for this sum-
mer’s plantings. There are 30 
tributaries in the program 
with more than 5,000 people 
involved to grow oysters to 
enhance the ecology of the 
planted sites.

Oysters And You
Young oysters, called spat, 

are small, vulnerable and 
subject to numerous stresses 
in open waters. In your 
cages, however, they can 
grow while being protected 
from smothering silt and 
from predation by blue 
crabs. By making your pier a 
temporary home and provid-
ing protection and care 

for the young oysters, you 
will give them an optimal 
start in life.

Through your participa-
tion, you will also create new 
life for the river. Thousands 
of organisms will inhabit 
your cages, which will 
become miniature living 
oyster reefs suspended from 
your pier. Each time you pull 
a cage onto your pier, you’ll 
view an abundance of aquat-
ic life such as mud crabs, 
grass shrimp, worms and 
numerous fish such as blen-
nies, gobies, baby eels and 
minnows — an educational 
and inspiring experience for 
you and your family.

Additionally, each cage 
with spat at about 1 inch 
in size will filter up to 50 
gallons per day per cage. 
Oysters and other creatures 
in the cage eat and remove 
algae, which is far too abun-
dant in the bay.

Given the oyster’s 
function as an important 
bay species, Maryland 
and its partners have 
implemented a large-scale 
native oyster restoration 
program; the oysters that 
you grow will support 
these efforts.

Getting Started
To begin, you’ll need:
•	An existing pier or 
wharf with at least 4 
feet of water at low tide 
located in one of the 
tributaries selected for 
the program, including 
creeks, coves and inlets 
in that tributary.
•	The willingness to pro-
vide maintenance for up 
to four cages of oysters 
up to 12 months.
•	An interest in the wel-
fare of the Chesapeake 
Bay and becoming a bay 
and oyster steward.

After I sign up, 
what can I expect 
to happen?

You will receive notifica-
tion from the local sponsor 
(not DNR) that the cages 
containing up to 500 oyster 
spat per cage are ready for 
pickup in your local commu-
nity. At the time of pickup, 
you will receive a short brief-
ing and information package 
on how to care for your 
oysters and then receive 
your oyster cages.

How big are 
the cages?

The cages are 18 inches 
long by 1 foot wide. They 
will weigh about 20 pounds 
when the oysters are grown 
after a year.

What do I do 
with the cages?

On the day you receive 
your cages, attach them to 
your pier or wharf (with the 
rope provided) so the cage 
hangs at least 6 inches off 
the bottom, away from sand 
and silt. The cage shouldn’t 
touch the bottom. Also, the 
cage should be far enough 
below the water surface that 
in frigid winter weather the 
oysters are not exposed to 
the freezing air.

What type of 
maintenance 
is required?

While the cages and oys-
ters are in your care, little 
maintenance is required. 
The main task is to keep 
them clean and, in the win-
ter, keep them from freez-
ing. Every two weeks, you 
should rinse your oysters by 
lifting the cage up and down 
out of the water to remove 
silt and sediment buildup. If 
needed, you can rinse them 
with a hose if you have one 
at your pier or you can scrub 
the cages with a brush and 
then rinse them by dunking 
them in the water. You don’t 
need to scrub the shells or 
the oysters. The goal is to re-
duce fouling growth on the 
wire cage so water can flow 
through to the oysters and 
so the cage doesn’t become 
too heavy.

During the winter, the 
oysters will die if exposed to 
freezing air temperatures; 
the oysters must be kept 
entirely in the water even 
on low winter tides. Place 
the cages so they are just 
above the creek bottom to 
minimize the potential for 
freezing. In the spring, you 
can re-raise the cage.

What happens at 
the end of the 
growing period?

In about nine months, 
you will be contacted and 
arrangements will be made 
for tributary representa-
tives to collect your oysters 
for permanent placement 
on a sanctuary, an area 
closed to oyster harvesting. 
You will keep the cages to 
begin caretaking another 
group of spat.

What happens 
after the oysters 
are collected?

If you want to continue 
with the program, you will 
receive new oyster spat. If 
you elect not to continue, 
your cages will be collected.

What happens if I 
have additional 
questions?

Feel free to contact the 
Marylanders Grow Oysters 
program manager, Eric 
Campbell, at eric.campbell@
maryland.gov.

Marylanders Grow 
Oysters: What’s That?

State Program 
Provides Free 

Cages And Oyster 
Spat To Volunteers 

Who Want To 
Help Make An 
Environmental 

Difference
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On April 13, nearly 
250 people spent 
their Saturday with 

community representatives 
and professional planners 
to discuss the future of 
Anne Arundel County. The 
workshop, Visioning Anne 
Arundel, was the kickoff for 
the enhanced General Devel-
opment Plan (GDP) process.

The most important 
component of community 
planning is the community 
– and I was inspired to see 
the turnout and the energy 
in the room. During my 
opening remarks, I empha-
sized that this was the most 
important task we’ve under-
taken since the election. The 

decisions we make in the 
upcoming GDP will live with 
us for decades to come and 
it is imperative that we get 
them right.

We have a dedicated and 
talented team at our Office 
of Planning and Zoning who 
are working hard to apply a 
fair, open and transparent 
process that communities 
trust and have a say in. To 
help them, we brought in 
national experts from Smart 
Growth America, a nonprofit 
organization that assists 
local government with re-
sponsible planning policies. 
Former Maryland Governor 
Parris Glendening and his 
team shared best practices 
and models from around 
the country to show us what 
success looks like and how to 
achieve it.

It’s fair to say that Anne 
Arundel County has grown 

quickly over the last 10 
years. Our population has 
been rising by about 1% 
annually since 2010, but the 
demand on our services is 
rising much faster. Fire and 

ambulance call volumes are 
rising closer to 5% per year. 
And don’t get me started on 
traffic. These are the con-
sequences of rapid growth 
without the infrastructure to 
support it.

We’ve allowed this to 
happen, but now it’s time to 
change the rules. Our GDP 
will map out a responsible, 
community-based plan to 
direct growth where we want 
it – and away from the areas 
we don’t. We will get back to 
Small Area Plans to protect 
the character of our commu-
nities, and we will use some 
new planning tools to help 
us do all of this.

Our partners in this effort 
will be the reconstituted 
Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee (CAC). In March, we 
announced our new CAC, 
which has community 
representatives from each of 
the county’s former 16 Small 
Areas. We selected people 
capable of bringing their 
neighbors together to get en-
gaged in the process; they are 
community leaders whose 
livelihoods do not depend 
on developing land. We also 
appointed developers and 
environmental advocates to 
at-large seats to ensure that 
their voices are heard.

I believe citizens should 
know what is being planned 
in their communities. We 
are working to better equip 
communities with informa-
tion by putting development 
plans and proposals online, 
and we are pursuing legis-
lation to give better legal 
standing to communities to 
challenge planning decisions 
that they think are inconsis-
tent with adopted planning 
guidelines.

We’re working with Gov-
ernor Larry Hogan’s ad-
ministration to acquire the 
Crownsville Hospital Center, 
which is currently owned 
by the state Department of 

Envisioning Anne Arundel County Farms Amid A 
Growing County

It’s hard to imagine we 
are just a few genera-
tions removed from a 

district that was once 
a farming community 
connected by dirt roads. 
By all accounts from lo-
cal historians, it was an 
agricultural community. 
Yet today, our district has 
but two small areas on the 
Broadneck peninsula that 
are designated as “rural 
agricultural” by county 
zoning. A short trip back 
in history can identify 
the 1950s and 1960s as 
a residential boom in 
a post-war era for our 
area. The residential and 
commercial growth has 
been moving in one direc-
tion since.

The 5th district — 
Severna Park, Arnold, 
and Annapolis east of the 
Severn River — is iden-
tified predominately as 
tier one and tier two for 
growth out of a four-tier 
rating system. The four 
tiers were established by 
the General Assembly 
in 2012. The Sustainable 
Growth and Agricultural 
Preservation Act required 
local jurisdictions to 
adopt this tier system to 
plan for future residential 
growth in relation to sep-
tic and sewer impacts on 
the Chesapeake Bay.

In our area, new com-
munities are being added 

every year. Older com-
munities are getting 
facelifts by new home-
owners. Amid change, 
some of our farms have 
remained. Maybe you 
drive by them on your way 
home. Perhaps they exist 
down the street from you. 
You see acres of land with 
crops, livestock, farming 
equipment and a farm-
house that serves as a 
memory of what our area 
once was. They remain 
because of the owner’s 
desire to farm, despite the 
residential growth that 
surrounds them. In most 
cases, the farms remain 
in original family owner-
ship dating back hundreds 
of years. How do we help 
to preserve them? Do we 
want to preserve them?

Shortly after taking 
office, I attended a local 
farming commission 
meeting and heard the 
desire to open a farm 
brewery from a local 
farmer. Farm breweries 
are considered accessory 
uses to existing farms. 
We have seen success in 
our county with farm 
wineries; however, farm 
breweries were recently 
added to the county code 
in 2015, and are permitted 
only in rural agricultural 
zones, unlike farm winer-
ies, which are permitted 
in four residential zones. 
We currently have no 
farm breweries in our 
county. As with many 
of the agritourism uses, 
farm wineries and farm 

The Relentlessness 
Of Stress And Mourning

I didn’t want to write 
another tribute to 
Speaker Michael Busch 

as so many others have 
already written more 
articulate tributes and 
my time with the speaker, 
though immensely impact-
ful, was painfully brief. 
After Sine Die, I felt quite 
alone in our district. How-
ever, I can’t stop thinking 
about the relentlessness of 
mourning and the cruelty 
of a calendar that refuses 
to yield to it.

The interim, for legisla-
tors, is usually a time when 
they return to their home 
districts, their families, 
their jobs and their lives. 
However, this interim, we 
returned for the welcom-
ing of Michael Busch back 
to the State House, we 
returned for the funeral, 
we will return for the spe-
cial session to elect a new 
speaker and, of course, as 
my home district is here 
in Anne Arundel County, 
I never left. My district 
mates will return to 
welcome the new delegate 
in District 30A once the 
Central Committee makes 
their recommendation and 
the governor makes his 
appointment.

I was reflecting on this 
because, as these events 
transpired, my life calen-

dar ticked on, as I’m sure 
did so many others with 
health issues and family 
issues, financial issues, 
speaking engagements, 
community events, and ob-
ligations. No vacation, no 
break, no chance to catch 
our collective breaths, the 
very nature of crisis.

Saturday, I met with 
a group of young people 
from Severna Park High 
School who are also feeling 
the stress and relentless-
ness of mourning, and as 
we discussed how they had 
dealt with the death of 
their friend while trying 
to maintain their GPAs 
and ranking, prom, sports, 
and other activities, I was 
struck by how we are not 
even cognizant of the 
raised base level of stress 
at which we are operating.

As many of you know, 
I have a particular pas-
sion for mental health as 
preventative care and for 
strategizing how best to 
expand access to mental 
health services. When 
crisis management and law 
enforcement officials came 
before our delegation, I 
asked the question, “Who 
cares for the caregivers? 
Who helps those who deal 
with trauma on a daily 
basis process that trau-
ma? When are we asking 
too much?”

As an elected official 
working for the state, 
there were times when it 
felt disjointed, focusing 
on the issues before me, 

blocking out national poli-
tics and global tragedies 
while we worked to ensure 
we were doing everything 
in our power for our con-
stituents and the state of 
Maryland. However, as I 
now find myself with just 
the briefest amount of 
time to broaden my view 
and look past the Mary-
land General Assembly, I 
have discovered that in-
stead, I want to focus even 
closer on our local com-
munity and working with 
our local leaders to ensure 
we are addressing the need 
for honest dialogue about 
suicide, drug overdose, 
depression, and mental ill-
ness in our own backyard.

I’m proud to stand with 
our young people who 
have started the Our 
Minds Matter Movement 
as they organize outreach 
and workshops to address 
the rising tide of suicide, 
depression and mental ill-
ness. On May 18, they will 
hold a rally in downtown 
Annapolis followed by 
workshops for adults and 
students. Normally I would 
not use this column to 
endorse an organization; 
however, extraordinary 
times call for extraor-
dinary measures. As an 
educator and ally, I know 
my job is to make space for 
others. Join me and other 
community leaders on May 
18 in this youth-driven 
movement at 11:00am at 
Susan Campbell Park on 

When Did We Stop Being 
Americans First?

When did we stop 
being Americans 
first? I came to the 

United States as a teenager, 
with a suitcase in hand, 
in search of the American 
dream. Through hard work 
and determination, I made 
my own American dream 
come true. I followed the 
laws of this great country 
down the path to becoming 
an American citizen. I am 
and will always be proud to 
be an American.

America is and has been 

a melting pot for the world 
for over two centuries. Peo-
ple from all corners of the 
globe have traveled across 
oceans to jump into the 
pot and be melted into an 
American citizen. It clearly 
states in our 
Declaration of 
Independence 
that “all men 
are created 
equal.” Man, 
defined by 
Webster’s 
Dictionary as 
“an individual 
human,” is 
created 
equal to all 
other men, yet I fear we are 
slowly slipping away from 
equality as we fall into dif-
ferent categories of man. 
White, Black, Hispanic, 
Asian, Latino, Arab, Leb-
anese-American, African-
American, Irish-American, 
Korean-American, Chris-
tian, Muslim, Jew, Hindu, 
Republican, Democrat, 
Progressive, Libertarian, 
and the list goes on and on. 
These are all labels that, 
instead of defining us, are 
being used against us to 
divide us.

Our heritage is some-
thing we should all be 
proud of and celebrate, 
but not by dividing us into 
different kinds of Ameri-
cans and exalting some 
over others. This isn’t what 
brings America together; 
it is what tears America 
apart. It is a road this coun-
try has been driving down 
for a long time. America 
has grown, matured, and 
been sculpted by our mis-
takes and experiences. That 
is a big part of why America 
is so great and such a draw 
to those outside of it. Yet 
this long road has had 
many turns, some with 
deep darkness and others 
full of light, but overall, it 

moves us forward.
Over the past couple of 

years, America seems to 
have turned toward one 
of those dark bends in 
the road. Our country is 
becoming divided even 

further as 
two distinct 
ideologies 
are pushed 
by political 
leaders and 
the media. 
Instead of 
our political 
leaders in 
Washington 
D.C. coming 
together to 

find common ground, they 
attack one another relent-
lessly and further push the 
wedges of division among 
the people.

As Americans, we must 
respect our differences and 
work together to make our 
country an example to the 
world — a place where we 
are Americans first, willing 
to put in the sacrifice and 
hard work to keep this the 
greatest country the world 
has ever known. We can’t 
be a nation of people who 
lash out at one another 
because of our differences, 
but we can be one that 
comes together in spite 
of them. Making accusa-
tory allegations of racism 
against those who don’t 
agree with you is oppres-
sion and should have no 
place in the land of the 
free. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people died for us 
to have that right. Let’s not 
become like the nations we 
have escaped.

So, I ask you, are you 
willing to look past what 
makes us different and see 
one another for what we 
all have in common? We 
are Americans. Together 
we can make this country 
even better.

The Budget Season Isn’t Over Yet

By the time this ar-
ticle prints, the Anne 
Arundel County 

Public Schools Fiscal Year 
2020 budget will be in the 
hands of our esteemed 
county council. This is the 
last, but crucial, step in 
the budget cycle before we 
will know whether our op-
erating and capital budget 
requests will be fulfilled. 
With our school system 
being woefully underfund-
ed for years, we have a lot 
of catching up to do. The 
level of funding received 
will affect every aspect of 
our schools.

Our priorities for this 
year’s budget were clear 
and included increasing 
school mental health staff, 
expanding ESOL (English 
for Speakers of Other 
Languages) services, and 

decreasing class sizes.
The mental health of 

our students is critical 
to their success. When 
our student’s mental and 
emotional needs are met, 
they are more likely to rise 
to the life’s challenges and 
are less likely to self-harm, 
abuse substances, and 
suffer from anxiety and 
depression.

Our school mental 
health staff members are 
wonderful and well-qual-
ified but are sometimes 
spread far too thin. One 
student recently com-
mented to me that it can 
take weeks to get an ap-
pointment with her school 
counselor and, when they 
do meet, might not have 
the time desired to help re-
solve problems. Likewise, 
it is not uncommon to not 
have a psychologist on-
site some days during the 
school week if the psychol-
ogist is shared between 
multiple schools. While we 
are far from achieving rec-

ommended mental health 
staff to student ratios at 
all schools, the enormous 
positive impact by adding 
an additional 18 school 
counselors, 7.6 psycholo-
gists, and six social work-
ers is immeasurable.

Our community is grow-
ing and becoming more 
diverse every year. Some of 
the most powerful testi-
mony I heard before voting 
on the budget was from 
students involved in our 
English Language Acqui-
sition (ELA) program. 
These students beauti-
fully articulated how they 
benefited from the ELA 
program. Each of them 
finished their testimony 
by telling the Board of 
Education how they could 
have given their testimony 
in their native language 
but wanted to speak in 
English, highlighting their 
newly acquired English 
language skills as a result 
of participating in the 
program. If funding isn’t 

provided for the requested 
additional English Lan-
guage Acquisition teach-
ers, bilingual facilitators, 
and bilingual assistants 
students will begin to fall 
through the cracks.

As our county grows, so 
does class size. I’ve heard 
that some high school 
classes top 40 students, 
while it is not uncommon 
to have 30 students in 
elementary school classes. 
Large class sizes equate 
to inadequate one-on-
one time with teachers, 
behavior problems, and a 
less supportive learning 
environment. In recent 
years, despite growing 
enrollment, funding for 
additional teachers has 
not been supported. I am 
hoping that this year is 
different and we can final-
ly see some relief in this 
area. When our class sizes 
are reined in, so many 
academic and behavior 
problems will dissipate.
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“While we work to 
address our traffic 
choke points, we 
must enhance our 
entire transportation 
network to give 
people more options 
and mobility.”

“Our heritage is 
something we should 
all be proud of and 
celebrate, but not 
by dividing us into 
different kinds of 
Americans...”
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Around the House

Access Mold & Fire Restoration 443-692-6213
3437 9th Street, Baltimore, MD 21225
www.accessdemolition.com/mold-restoration/

Arkadia Surfaces 410-216-3448
1981 Moreland Parkway, Bay 2, 4A, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.arkadiasurfaces.com

Barstow & Sons Heating & Cooling 410-544-2606
1825 George Avenue, Suite 6, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.barstowhvac.com

Bear Landscaping Inc. 410-969-0669
8116 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.bearlandscaping.com

Catalina Pool Builders 410-647-7665
836 Ritchie Highway, Suite 8, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.catalinapoolbuilders.com

Cunningham Contracting 410-721-8757
1541 Defense Highway, Gambrills, MD 21054
www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

Design Tops 410-761-6336
435 E. Stiemly Avenue, Glen Burnie, MD 21060
www.designtopsllc.com

Dove Remodeling 410-439-5700
8611 Fort Smallwood Road # C, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.doveremodelingservices.com

Garcia Patios 
& Landscape 410-798-4615

565 E. Central Avenue, Edgewater, MD 21037
www.garciapatiosandlandscaping.com

Johnson Lumber 
Company 410-987-5200

8200 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.johnsonlumber.biz

Landmark Roofing 443-223-7453
540 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 3,
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.remodelwithlandmark.com

Mid-Atlantic 
Deck & Fence Co. 410-544-1987

800 Route 3 South, Gambrills, MD 21054
www.midatlanticdeckandfence.com

Molly Maid of Central 
Anne Arundel County 410-349-8080

1517 Ritchie Highway, Suite 102, Arnold, MD 21012
www.mollymaid.com

Mosquito 
Squad 877-667-0823

www.mosquitosquad.com

On the Green, Inc. 410-695-0444
PO Box 993, Gambrills, MD 21054
www.onthegreeninc.com

Education

St. John the Evangelist School 410-647-2283
689 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.stjohnspschool.org

Food, Drink & Entertainment

Beijing Chinese Restaurant 410-544-5550
574 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.beijingchinesemd.com

Bill Bateman’s Bistro 410-315-7960
566 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.billbateman.com

Chick-Fil-A - 
Severna Park 410-647-6232

511 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spcfa.com

Dawson’s Liquors 410-544-6200
589 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.dawsonsliquor.com

Donnelly’s Dockside 410-757-4045
1050 Deep Creek Avenue, Arnold, MD 21012
www.donnellysdockside.com

Fishpaws Marketplace 410-647-7363
954 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012
www.fishpawsmarket.com

Garry’s Grill 410-544-0499
553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.garrysgrill.com

Goska’s Liquors 410-647-4041
501 Leelyn Drive, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.goskas.com

Harbour Spirits 410-544-6377
527 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.harbourspirits.com

Kirsten’s Cakery 410-431-5005 
541-C Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.kirstenscakery.com

La Posta Pizzeria 
& Italian Kitchen 443-906-2840

513 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.lapostapizzeria.com

Ledo Pizza – Millersville 410-729-3333
8531 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.ledopizza.com/store/millersville

Ledo Pizza – Severna Park 410-544-3344 
552 E Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.ledopizza.com/store/severna-park

B
u

SIn
ESS D

IR
EC

TO
R

y

Pre-Kindergarten 3 through Grade 12 
indiancreekschool.org

410-923-3660 – Pre-K 3 through Grade 8 
410-849-5151 – Grades 9-12

Russell R. DwyeR, Inc.
md Lic 63813 Quality Since 1957

8377B Jumpers Hole Rd., millersville, md 21108

Licensed & Insured, Backflow Certified

• Water Heaters  • Disposals  • Sump Pumps  • Gas & Oil Boilers
 • Sinks & Showers  • Frozen Lines  • Water Main Repairs

• Toilets  • Leaky Faucets & Pipes  • Clogged Drains & Sewer
• Low Water Pressure  • Big or Small Jobs

(410) 647-3030

Plumbing & Heating
Problems Fixed Fast

Residential • Commercial
Sales-Service-Installation-Repairs

Quality  workmanship at affordable prices for over 30 years
 EXTERIOR

Siding | Roofing | Windows 
Doors | Concrete | Repair

Additions | Porches and More! 

WJ Hegarty
“SKIP”

INTERIOR
Kitchens | Baths

Drywall | Painting | Plaster
Repair and More!

NO JOB TOO SMALL

ASK ABOUT OUR 
WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE

LICENSED – INSURED 410-721-0633
From our  family to your family for over 30 years

MHIC 
#9961

H O M e  I M Pr OV e M e N t S

FREE
Estimates

Covering all Angles

Basement Finishing
Custom CaBinetry

Doors & trim
KitChens & Bathrooms

www.vertexcarpentry.com 
443.926.6657

Roofing Services 
Repairs/Replacements. All Types of Roofing.

Philip Smith
301-779-1389  Office | 202-631-5086  Cell
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Chimney Repair 
and Maintenance

WE MAKE CHIMNEYS 
HEALTHY

(410) 590-4800

www.cleansweepaa.com

Locally owned and
operated for over 41 years.

Dock Street in Annapo-
lis and let’s try and solve 
this crisis.

Together we can slow 
the relentlessness of 

mourning. I mentioned 
before that I didn’t want 
to write a tribute to the 
speaker because I did not 
feel equal to the task. 
Perhaps a more fitting 

tribute would be to honor 
his legacy by continu-
ing his heritage of public 
service in Anne Arundel 
County, and in doing so, 
establish my own.

The county council will 
hold two public budget 
hearings in May. The first 
will be on May 9 at 7:00pm 
at the Arundel Center (44 

Calvert Street in Annapo-
lis). The second will be on 
May 13 at 7:00pm at North 
County High School (10 E. 
1st Avenue in Glen Burnie). 
I encourage anyone want-

ing to testify to attend 
these hearings and advo-
cate for full school fund-
ing! Speak from the heart, 
share your experiences and 
make your voices heard.

What Citizens Should Know About The Warrant Process

The Anne Arundel County 
Sheriff’s Office is beginning 
a serious, long-term effort 
to educate and inform the 
public about outstanding 
warrants and the war-
rant service process. This 
information can be critical 
to helping citizens know 
they might have a warrant 
for something as simple 
as not appearing in court 
for a traffic case or crimi-
nal summons. Ignoring a 
warrant, not being aware 
of a warrant, or avoiding 
warrant service can often 
be more troublesome than 
the original charge that 
caused the issuance of a 
warrant. Aside from failing 
to appear in court, citizens 
can be issued warrants 
for not completing court-
ordered programs, failing 
to pay fines, or violating 
the terms and conditions 
of release from a county 
jail or state prison. Here 
are some simple scenarios 
and suggestions that might 

help demystify the war-
rant process.

How Do You Know If 
You Have A Warrant?

Most citizens who have 
a warrant usually have 
received ample notice from 
the courts and law en-
forcement that a warrant 
exists. However, there are 
cases when someone is 
not aware that they have 
a warrant against them. 
Many people believe they 
can check for warrants 
through the Maryland 
Judiciary Case Search 
website. You might find 
the existence of a warrant 
on the site, but not in all 
cases. Soon, the sheriff ’s 
office will begin publish-
ing links to outstanding 
warrant lists that will 
be comprehensive and 
updated weekly. If your 
name appears in case 
search or on the sheriff ’s 
list, contact the sheriff ’s 
office to speak to a deputy 
and arrange service of the 
warrant. Additionally, the 
sheriff ’s office has a new 
show called “On the Look-
out with Sheriff Jim Fred-
ericks” on the county cable 

network. The show high-
lights 60 wanted people 
per month and airs daily 
on Anne Arundel County 
government channels at 
10:00am and 7:00pm.

Recall Of 
Misdemeanor 
Warrants

More than half of over 
12,000 outstanding war-
rants in the county are for 
minor criminal violations 
and for failing to appear for 
traffic court cases. Willfully 
failing to be responsible 
for committing a crime or 
serious traffic infraction 
usually leads to more sig-
nificant penalties through 
the court system. If there 
is a legitimate, understand-
able reason for someone 
missing a court case, there 
is a process to have war-
rants recalled by the courts. 
Most misdemeanor cases 
are heard at the district 
court level, and the process 
to recall those warrants is 
relatively easy. A person 
merely needs to go to the 
district court in Annapolis 
or Glen Burnie, proceed to 
the clerk’s office and com-
plete a request for warrant 

recall for a judge to review. 
Upon review, a judge may 
approve the motion, deny 
it, or request a brief hearing 
with the wanted person to 
get more information about 
the case, or advise the 
wanted person about legal 
counsel. The sheriff’s office 
strongly urges persons 
with a warrant to use this 
process. The alternative, a 
sheriff’s deputy tracking 
you down for service, can 
cause significant additional 
problems for someone with 
a warrant.

What If A Deputy 
Serves A Warrant?

Sheriff ’s deputies often 
serve warrants where 
people are most likely to 
be found, such as at home, 
their place of employ-
ment, at the home of 
friends or relatives, or 
during a traffic stop. Each 
of these scenarios can be 
costly to a criminal defen-
dant. Service of a war-
rant at someone’s home 
can often unnecessarily 
expose children and loved 
ones to the arrest pro-
cess. Deputies often find 
conditions in homes that 

lead to further investiga-
tion by law enforcement, 
or intervention by county 
agencies like Animal 
Control, the Department 
of Health or Child Protec-
tive Services. Unexpected 
service at a place of em-
ployment can lead to lost 
wages and loss of a job for 
a defendant. Service of a 
warrant during a traffic 
stop will result in a public 
arrest and likely the tow-
ing of a vehicle. Vehicles 
towed by law enforcement 
can amount to significant 
costs to a defendant to 
have his or her vehicle 
released from impound.

If you belong to an 
organization or commu-
nity association, take this 
information to your next 
meeting and let others 
know about the warrant 
process. If you want the 
sheriff or a representative 
to talk about warrants 
and reduction efforts 
at your next meeting, 
email the office at shweb-
mail@aacounty.org. If you 
know someone who has 
a warrant, pass along 
this important informa-
tion so he or she can get 

the warrant served. If 
you want to leave anony-
mous information about 
a wanted person, contact 
the sheriff ’s office warrant 
tip line at 410-566-5688 
or 410-LOOKOUT. So far 
this year, sheriff ’s office 
warrant teams have served 
more than 900 warrants 
for the district and cir-
cuit courts.

The most important part 
of the warrant process is 
to bring justice to victims 
of crime, victims of poor 
driving, and businesses 
victimized by crime. 
Ignoring or avoiding war-
rant service often leads to 
further costs for victims, 
law enforcement, and 
prosecutors. If you think 
you might have a warrant, 
take a few minutes and 
find out. If you know you 
have a warrant, be respon-
sible, have it served, and 
have your day in court. 
Call the sheriff ’s office at 
410-222-1570 and speak 
to a deputy to arrange for 
warrant service. Let’s be 
responsible to one another 
to make our communities 
safer and enhance our 
quality of life.

Jim Fredericks
County Sheriff

The Budget Season Isn’t Over YetThe Relentlessness Of Mourning
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O’Loughlin’s Restaurant 410-349-0200
1258 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.oloughlinspub.com

Park Tavern 410-793-5930
580 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.parktavernsp.com

Pascal’s Chophouse 410-647-8216
139 Ritchie Highway, Suite A, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.pascalschophouse.com

Port Tack Ltd. Wine & Spirits 410-974-0800
1246 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.porttackltd.com

Romilo’s Restaurant & Bar 410-544-6188
478-A Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.romilosrestaurant.com

Severna Park Lanes 410-647-0811
840 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gobowlingsevernapark.com

Smoothie King 443-906-2512
556 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.smoothieking.com

Toby’s Dinner Theatre of Columbia 1-800-88-TOBYS 
5900 Symphony Woods Road, Columbia, MD 21044
www.tobysdinnertheatre.com

Health, Beauty & Fitness 

Baker Sisters Family Dental Care 410-768-7740
8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205 , Pasadena, MD 21122
www.bakersisters.com

Brightview Senior Living 
Severna Park 410-220-6858

469 Jumpers Hole Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.brightviewseniorliving.com

Cranska, Dr. Jeffrey 410-975-9331
877 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 305,
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.cranska.com

Emidio Vincenzo Escape Salon & Spa 410-647-6421
836 Ritchie Highway, Suite 15, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.evescape.com

ExpressCare – urgent Care Centers 410-544-0571
153 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.whywaitintheer.com

Hearing Solutions Audiology Center 410-672-1244
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.hearsolutions.com

Heartlands 410-729-1600
715 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.heartlandsassistedliving.com

Maryland Primary Care Physicians 410-757-7600
1509 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012
www.mpcp.com

Park Mom Fitness 410-279-8910
www.parkmomfitness.com

Spring Arbor of Severna Park 410-544-7774
838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 3, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.springarborliving.com

Tough Love Salon 1-667-777-2566
356 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.toughlove.salon

Valle, Dr. Brian 410-987-9100
251 Najoles Road, Suite J, Millersville, MD 21108
www.drbrianvalle.com

Wright Orthodontics 410-544-0072
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com

Retail 

Franklin’s Toys 410-544-1844
558A Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.franklinstoystore.com

Houck’s Menswear 410-757-5500
1382 Cape St. Claire Road, Annapolis, MD 21409

Park Plaza Merchant’s Association
550-582 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

Side Street Framers 410-544-9050
558 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.sidestreetframers.com

Wild Bird Center of Severna Park 410-647-2453
568 G Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.wildbird.com/franchises/wild-bird-center-of-severna-park

Zachary’s Jewelers 410-544-4005
522-A Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.zacharysjewelers.com

Services

Arundel Federal 410-544-9600
50 W. McKinsey Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.arundelfederal.com

Bank of Glen Burnie 410-766-3300
www.bofgb.com

The David Orso Team of
Compass Real Estate 443-372-7171

8 Evergreen Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.davidorso.com

Diggs Law 410-244-1189
8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 204, Millersville, MD 21108
www.diggslaw.com

Fellner Legal Services 443-906-0117
485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.flslawyer.com

Frank Taglienti of Berkshire
Hathaway PenFed REALTORS® 410-384-9878 – Direct

565 Benfield Road, Suite 100, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.franktaglienti.com

Frank & Bill’s Auto Collision 410-255-3368
3306 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frankandbills.com

Gardiner & Appel 410-647-7777
570 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gardinerappelgroup.com

The Great American 
Car Wash 410-544-9009

825 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.thegreatamericancarwash.com

High Volume Imaging 410-686-2400
www.highvolumeimaging.com

Homeland Title & Escrow, Ltd. 410-544-6700
811 Ritchie Highway, Suite 200, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.homelandtitleandescrow.com

Jean Andrews of Long & Foster 
Real Estate, Inc. 410-975-3286

541-B Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard,  
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.longandfoster.com/jeanandrews

Melissa Blohm of Long & Foster 
Real Estate 410-991-5967

145 Main Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.homesbymelissablohm.com

Moran Insurance 410-544-3422
696 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.moraninsurance.com

Podickory Point yacht 
& Beach Club 410-757-8000

2116 Bay Front Terrace, Annapolis, MD 21409
www.podickorypoint.com

Primary Residential 
Mortgage, Inc. 410-777-8393

489 Ritchie Highway, Suite 202, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.primaryresidentialmortgage.com

Revere Bank 443-274-1020
8529 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.reverebank.com

Severn Bank 410-544-0800
598 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnbank.com

Severna Park Automotive 410-647-8322
499 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparkautomotive.com

WnAV 410-263-1430
236 Admiral Drive, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.1430wnav.com
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410-975-0090
www.RutzenEye.com

Jim’s Body shop
410-647-1178

Family Owned & Operated for 45 Years

• All work guaranteed for as 
long as you own the vehicle

• FREE Estimates

• We accept all Insurance

247 Keedy’s Lane  |  Pasadena, MD
Owner - Jim Keedy  |  Fax 410-647-4231

Brian M Conrad, CFP®
Financial Advisor

479 Jumpers Hole Rd Suite 202
Severna Park, MD 21146
410-544-8970

Member SIPC

Contact me today. 

Premier
P l a n n i n g  G r o u p

Wealth Management

115 West Street, Suite 400, Annapolis, Maryland 21401
www.premierplanninggroup.com | 443.837.2532

Premier Planning Group is an independent firm with securities offered through Summit 
Brokerage Services, Inc., Member FINRA, SIPC. Jason LaBarge and Premier Planning 

Group, or any of its affiliates, do not represent the federal government, including the SSA.

breweries allow farmers 
to diversify their land, 
preserve their farm, at-
tract new neighbors as 
customers and support 
our local economy.

In April, I introduced 
Bill 14-19, which creates 
parity between farm win-
eries and farm breweries. 
This bill would allow exist-
ing farmers to add a new 
element to their farms. It 
adds two allowable zon-
ing districts, residential 
low density and R1 (areas 
zoned for one house per 
acre). Both farm wineries 
and farm breweries are 

required by county code to 
be on at least 10 acres. For 
farms that exist on land 
classified as residential, 
this classification means 
that where the farm now 
exists, there could one day 
be 10 homes or more.

Surrounding counties 
have successful farm 
breweries that are an 
asset to the community 
and good neighbors. They 
typically open to the 
public three to five days 
out of the week and are 
open only from the after-
noon to evening hours, 
closing anywhere from 
7:00pm to 9:00pm. They 

are gathering locations 
for community residents 
and families.

Growth is happening all 
around us. Should we also 
support the growth and 
preservation of farms that 
have a deep history in our 
county, or should we limit 
what our farming families 
can do with their land, 
restrict their abilities 
and encourage residential 
growth over agricultural?

I welcome your 
thoughts. As always, my 
best work is done when 
you are engaged. You 
can reach me at amanda.
fiedler@aacounty.org.

Health. The hospital center 
property, along with the ad-
jacent Bacon Ridge Natural 
Area, is a green oasis in the 
heart of our county — and I 
want to keep it that way.

Along with saving green 
space from development, we 
must also preserve our ag-
riculture lands and working 
farms, which are an impor-
tant part of our landscape 
and our heritage. While we 

work to address our traf-
fic choke points, we must 
enhance our entire transpor-
tation network to give people 
more options and mobility.

These are the challenges 
we face as we build our Gen-
eral Development Plan. It’s a 
daunting task, but that’s why 
I’ve reached out to the com-
munity for help. Working 
together, we can make Anne 
Arundel County “the best 
place,” now and in the future.

Farms Amid A Growing County

Envisioning Anne Arundel
 »Continued from A16
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SB93 Sets Precedent 
To Reduce Access 
To Waterways

Maynadier Creek off the 
south side of the Severn 
River, known by locals as 
“Cocktail Creek,” has one of 
three Maryland public ski 
courses where boaters often 
anchor to watch the skiers. 
From the 1950s until present 
day, sailboats, powerboaters, 
skiers, kayakers and paddle-
boarders have peacefully 
coexisted. The course has 
been in Maynadier Creek 
since the 1950s and regu-
lated by the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) 
and the Boat Act Advisory 
Committee (BAAC) since 
1960. More restrictive times 
of use were put in place from 
1990 to 2016. In 2016, the 
BAAC decided to realign the 
hours of the three courses as 
Maynaider Creek had more 
restrictive hours due to er-
roneous issues of erosion and 
noise that were disproved 
by the Horn Point Environ-
mental Laboratory Center 
back in 1992.

In October 2016, the BAAC 
conducted a hearing regard-
ing the realignment of the 

hours and nine homeown-
ers from Maynadier Creek 
testified. Their claims of 
the ski boats causing 3-foot 
wakes, erosion, and denying 
other boaters’ access to the 
creek were dismissed by the 
BAAC. The BAAC is made up 
of experienced boaters from 
across the boating spectrum 
with intimate knowledge of 
all the activities that take 
place on Maryland water-
ways. Members include 
ex-Navy, Marine surveyors, 
watermen, boat and tug 
captains, United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, waterfront 
property owners, kayakers, 
paddleboarders, yacht club 
members, etc.

In 2017, two waterfront 
homeowners in Maynadier 
Creek were not happy with 
the BAAC and DNRs decision 
to stand by the COMAR 
regulations. So, they looked 
for a legislator to propose a 
bill that would circumvent 
the COMAR regulations. 
Senator Ed Reilly proposed 
such a bill, but it failed. In 
2018, Senator Reilly again 
proposed a bill, and this time 
he withdrew his own bill. So 
why in 2019 would Senator 

Reilly again propose such a 
bill? The two homeowners 
made heavy contributions to 
Senator Reilly and other in-
fluential politicians and then 
hired Democratic and Repub-
lican lobbyists to push the 
bill through the Maryland 
political machine. It was not 
easy as there were legisla-
tors against it; Delegate Rick 
Impallaria wrote a letter on 
April 8, 2019 to the General 
Assembly exposing some 
of the “pay to play” tactics. 
Delegate Brian Chisolm was 
also an outspoken critic 
of the bill. Both Delegates 
Impallaria and Chisolm 
demonstrated unwavering 
courage and integrity. Now, 
the only person who can 
sink this bill is Governor 
Larry Hogan.

This is a shot across the 
bow of public access to 
Maryland waterways. If the 
bill makes it across the gov-
ernor’s desk, there will be 
a precedent for waterfront 
homeowners who don’t 
want crabbers, fishermen, 
jet skiers — you name the 
activity — in front of their 
house to circumvent DNR 
and BAAC regulations to 

suit themselves.
Boaters, watermen and 

everyone who seeks access 
to Maryland public water-
ways need to pay atten-
tion to what is going on in 
Annapolis as money now 
trumps Maryland voters’ 
right to public waterway use 
in Maryland.
Captain Christopher 
S. yearwood 
Severna Park

Letter To The Editor
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Wednesday, May 1
5:00-6:30pm: Cancer 

Survivorship Support 
Group. This free, self-care 
skills class and group dis-
cussion offers information 
and support for cancer 
patients and survivors. 
In addition to network-
ing and peer support, the 
group will discuss timely 
topics related to treatment 
and care. For any type of 
cancer. No registration 
needed. For more informa-
tion, call 410-553-8179. 
(Tate Cancer Center, First 
Floor Conference Room, 
305 Hospital Drive).

Monday, May 6
6:00-8:00pm: Opioid 

Overdose Response Pro-
gram. Free classes help 
the community learn the 
signs and symptoms of an 
opiate overdose along with 
how to safely administer 
naloxone (Narcan), the 
FDA-approved emergency 
treatment nasal spray, and 
family and friends CPR 

to provide aid in sudden 
cardiac arrest. Preregistra-
tion is required as space is 
limited. For more infor-
mation or to register, call 
410-787-4490. This class 
also meets Monday, May 
13, from 6:00pm to 8:00pm 
and Saturday, May 18, 
from 10:00am to 2:00pm. 
(BW Health Services, 7556 
Teague Road, Suite 440, 
in Hanover).

Wednesday, May 8
8:30am-noon: Free 

Blood Pressure Screen-
ings at Harundale Presby-
terian Church. No regis-
tration needed. (Eastway 
and Guilford Road, 
Glen Burnie).

Noon-1:00pm: Self 
Care — The Key to Liv-
ing Well. UM BWMC 
primary care physician Dr. 
Jana Davis will discuss 
the benefits of having a 
primary care physician 
and tips to manage certain 
health conditions. Free 
blood pressure screenings 

and light lunch provided. 
Registration is required by 
calling 410-553-8103. (Glen 
Burnie Regional Library, 
1010 Eastway, Glen Burnie, 
MD 21060).

2:00 to 3:00pm: Lacta-
tion Support Group. 
Open to all breastfeed-
ing mothers and their 
children. No registration 
needed. For more informa-
tion, call 410-595-1782. 
(301 Hospital Drive, 3 
South classroom).

6:30-8:00pm: Mental 
Health Support Group. 
Community members and 
families discuss helpful 
information on psychiat-
ric issues. No registration 
needed. For more informa-
tion, call 410-553-8070. 
(Room A of the Partial 
Hospitalization Program 
or PHP, 301 Hospital Drive, 
second floor).

Thursday, May 9
1:30-2:30pm: Pre-

venting Diabetes Class. 
A diabetes educator 

discusses factors leading 
to diabetes and lifestyle 
changes to prevent diabe-
tes and improve overall 
health. To register for 
this free class or for more 
information, call 410-787-
4940. (Center for Diabetes 
and Endocrinology at 
UM BWMC, 300 Hospital 
Drive, Suite 223).

Tuesday, May 14
6:00-7:30pm: Stroke 

Support Group. Sur-
vivors, caregivers and 
community members meet 
to discuss stroke recovery 
and prevention. For more 
information, call 410-
787-4732. (Dr. Constan-
tine Padussis Conference 
Center, 301 Hospital Drive, 
third floor).

Wednesday, May 15
5:30-6:30pm: Diabetes 

Support Group. Diabetes 
support group meets to 
discuss current issues re-
garding diabetes manage-
ment (Center for Diabetes 

and Endocrinology at 
UM BWMC, 300 Hospital 
Drive, Suite 223). Reserva-
tions are not requested. 
For more information, call 
410-787-4940.

Thursday, May 16
UM BWMC offers a 

free CPR Anytime com-
munity class at 301 Hos-
pital Drive in the Dr. 
Constantine Padussis 
Conference Center, 301 
Hospital Drive, third 
floor. Learn basic CPR, 
AED skills and choking 
relief. Adult skills class 
is offered at 5:30pm, 
followed by infant skills 
at 7:00pm. Preregistra-
tion is requested by calling 
410-553-8103. The course 
does not provide CPR 
certification.

Tuesday, May 21
6:30-7:30pm: Parkin-

son’s Support Group. 
Open to patients with 
Parkinson’s disease, their 
caregivers, family mem-

bers, friends and anyone 
interested in learning 
more about the disease. 
Discussions include 
managing symptoms, 
maintaining an active 
and high-quality life, 
and sharing experiences 
and support. Preregistra-
tion is not required. Call 
410-787-4433. (Dr. Con-
stantine Padussis Confer-
ence Center, 301 Hospital 
Drive, third floor).

Wednesday, May 22
8:30am-noon: Free 

Blood Pressure Screen-
ings. Harundale Presby-
terian Church. No regis-
tration needed. (Eastway 
and Guilford Road, 
Glen Burnie).

2:30-3:00pm: Lacta-
tion Support Group. 
Open to all breastfeed-
ing mothers and their 
children. No registration 
needed. For more infor-
mation, call 410-595-1782. 
(301 Hospital Drive, 3 
South classroom).

UM BWMC May Calendar

Tech Talk With 
Dr. Cranska

In upcoming months, I 
will answer questions 
on high-technology 

dentistry. Please direct 
inquiries to my website at 
www.cranska.com or email 
me at familylaserdentistry@
outlook.com.

Toothpaste For 
Sensitive Teeth

Toothpaste in a tube 
has been sold since 1896. 
Desensitizing toothpastes 
can help 
people with 
teeth that are 
sensitive to 
heat or cold. 
With all the 
changes and 
improvements 
to toothpaste 
over the years, 
the numer-
ous options you have when 
you buy a tube can be 
overwhelming.

Q: What is sensitive 
toothpaste?

A: These toothpastes 
contain ingredients such 
as potassium nitrate and 
stannous fluoride that help 
block the transmission 
of pain signals from the 
root surface of your tooth 
to the nerve inside. The 
nerve impulses are thus 
desensitized and there is no 
longer pain.

The first toothpaste mar-
keted for sensitive teeth 
was in 1961. It was based 
on a strontium chloride 
formulation. The active 
ingredient in most brands 
changed to potassium 
nitrate in 1980.

These toothpastes also 
offer the benefits of regular 
toothpaste by including 
fluoride. They provide cavity 
prevention and are flavored 
for a fresh taste. If sensi-
tivity is resolved now and 
returns in the future, brush 
with the toothpaste for sen-
sitive teeth twice a day, ev-
ery day and continue to use 
it as your daily toothpaste.

Q: There are so 
many toothpastes to 
choose from. Why all 
the choices?

A: Toothpaste (whether 
paste or gel) improves 
your tooth-brushing 
technique with additional 
mechanical help in remov-
ing dental plaque. Plaque 
is a bacteria-filled biofilm, 
the major component that 
causes tooth decay and 

gum disease.
The major ingredients of 

all toothpastes are abrasive 
agents, detergents, thicken-
ers, flavorings and fluoride. 
Another consideration is 
the type of toothpaste: 
sensitivity, fresh breath, 
tartar control, whitening, 
gum care, all-natural ingre-
dients, etc.

Q: What do I look for 
when purchasing the 
best toothpaste for 
my family?

A: I tell all my patients, 
what matters most is to 
use toothpaste that has 
the American Dental As-

sociation 
(ADA) seal 
of accep-
tance. This 
ensures the 
product 
has fluoride 
that meets 
the ADA 
require-
ments for 

safety and effectiveness in 
reducing tooth decay with 
its use. This ADA seal has 
been on approved fluoride 
toothpastes since 1955. 
The seal relates only to a 
product’s fluoride content 
— how it is released and 
its effectiveness — not any 
other product claims.

Personal preference of 
taste and feel is important. 
Change to a different prod-
uct if the ingredients ir-
ritate your teeth, cheeks or 
lips; don’t make your mouth 
feel fresh and clean; or if 
you have sensitive teeth.

The best advice in select-
ing among these products 
is to ask your dentist or 
dental hygienist about your 
individual needs at the 
present time.

Q: Toothpastes don’t 
help my sensitive teeth. 
What should I do?

A: You need to visit your 
dentist to determine the 
cause of your problem. 
Common causes of temper-
ature toothaches are tooth 
decay, gum disease, grind-
ing and clenching of your 
teeth, cracked and eroded 
tooth enamel, use of tooth 
whitening gels and diet 
effects (acids, soda, citrus 
fruits, etc.). Find out what 
can you do to treat your 
problem right now. Differ-
ent causes require different 
solutions.

Utilize the modern dental 
technologies for early treat-
ment of tooth sensitivity. 
Make regular dental visits 
to take advantage of your 
dentist’s experience.

Jeffrey Cranska
Family Laser 

Dentistry

Stigma Has No Place In Mental Health

Where does it hurt? 
That’s the question 
so many children 

need to be asked.
May is Children’s Mental 

Health Awareness Month. 
While one in five children 
experience a mental health 
condition in a given year, 
nearly 50% of adolescents 
between the ages of 8 and 15 
are experiencing a condition 
and do not receive treatment. 
In a time when more people 
are aware of mental health, 
and potentially more access 
to services, why then is there 
a disconnect? Stigma.

Mental health profession-
als like myself are grateful 
for the increasing presence 
of public awareness cam-
paigns like #EndingTheSi-
lence by National Alliance 
on Mental Illness, or the 
Substance Abuse and Mental 

Health Services Adminis-
tration’s National Mental 
Health Day, which shines a 
light on the need to consider 
mental health essential to 
a child’s development. And 
while celebrities and profes-
sional athletes like Cleveland 
Cavaliers basketball player 
Kevin Love (who wrote the 
article “Everyone Is Go-
ing Through Something”) 
are breaking the silence by 
sharing their own struggles, 
there is still more to be 
done by us as a nation and 
community to make mental 
health a priority.

Parents, schools and 
communities need to break 
down barriers. Meeting chil-
dren and teens where they 
are — with support rather 
than shame, with compas-
sion and acceptance rather 
than mistrust — requires 
that as adults, we look first 
at ourselves and our own 
internalized messages about 
mental health. What were 
the spoken and unspoken 
messages that we inherited 

from our families’ reinforced 
shame? What is the unin-
tentional impact of a “push 
through the pain” approach 
to mental health in children 
and teens that implies weak-
ness rather than an acknowl-
edgment a legitimate hurt 
that needs addressing?

In a culture where chil-
dren and teens are often 
measured and assessed by 
achievements and valued for 
what they do rather than for 
who they are, we as adults, 
parents, mental health pro-
fessionals and community 
leaders have the opportunity 
and responsibility to change 
the narrative on mental 
health and make it a priority.

As a clinical mental health 
professional specializing in 
working with kids, teens and 
families who are grieving, 
I often see stigma continue 
after a death. Deaths by sui-
cide and substance use are 
complicated by the fact that, 
often, these losses cannot be 
acknowledged by society or 
publicly mourned. Children 

and teens learn to internal-
ize this response and further 
isolate themselves when 
there is a reinforcement 
that there are limits to what 
we can talk about or dis-
cuss openly.

We do not hesitate to 
treat our children when 
they are hurt physically or 
suffer an illness that can be 
diagnosed by a pediatrician. 
We should never hesitate to 
take seriously our children 
when they are hurting 
emotionally, psychologically 
or spiritually. Here are some 
resources that can help start 
the process of normalizing 
mental health:
•	www.nami.org/find-

support/nami-programs/
nami-ending-the-silence
•	www.childrensmental-

healthmatters.org
Stigma keeps people 

silent. It has no place in the 
conversation about mental 
health. Each person has a 
right to be acknowledged 
and valued in life, and death, 
without judgment.

Amy R. 
Stapleton, MS, 

LCPC, NBCC
Chesapeake 
Life Center

Grab Your Shoes, Severna Park – It’s Time To Run
By Dave Topp

April showers bring May 
5K races. That’s how the 
saying goes, right?

As the weather begins 
to warm up, people are 
more willing to get outside 
and run. Below are a list of 
upcoming 5K races in and 
around the Severna Park 
area to help benefit business 
foundations, first respond-
ers, a healthy lifestyle and 
local schools.

 Q Belvedere 
Elementary 5K 
Saturday, May 4

This 13th annual race also 
includes a 1-mile fun run and 
has plenty of prizes for its top 
runners. The fun run begins at 
8:00am and the 5K kicks off at 
8:30am. Proceeds will be used 
for school assemblies.

To register, go to www.
active.com and search for 
“Belvedere.”

 Q Shipley’s Choice 
Technology Trot 
Sunday, May 5

Run a 5K race to support 
the purchase of technology 
equipment for Shipley’s Choice 
Elementary School. A 1-mile 
fun run for elementary school 
students precedes the 5K. 
Packet pickup and registra-
tion begins at 7:00am, with 
the fun run starting one hour 
later. The 5K race will begin 
at 8:30am.

To register, visit www.active.
com and search for “Shipley’s.”

 Q First 
Responders Race 
Saturday, May 
18-Friday May 31

This virtual run has been 
arranged to honor the first 
responders for their selfless 
acts of courage. Register to 
run any day in the given May 
timespan and receive a medal 
and race bib for your efforts. 
A portion of the proceeds 
will go to the Gary Sinise 
Foundation.

To register, go to www.event-
brite.com and search for “First 
Responders 5K.”

 Q 5k for the 
Dogs in Blue 
Sunday, May 19

This third annual event, 
sponsored by Cedar Square 
Homes, benefits the Chesa-
peake K-9 Fund. The race 
starts at 9:00am in the Sassa-
fras Pavilion at Quiet Waters 
Park in Annapolis.

To register, visit www.
whatsuptix.com and search for 
“Dogs in Blue.”

 Q Every 
Step Counts 
Saturday, June 8

Bello Machre, a nonprofit 
based in Glen Burnie, pro-
vides care, opportunity and 
guidance to people with 
developmental disabilities 
in Maryland. The organizers 
behind this walk, bike and 5K 
run event have a fundraising 
goal of $200,000. Every Step 
Counts will be held at Anne 
Arundel Community College. 
Check-in begins at 7:00am.

To register, go to www.bel-
lomachre.org/every-step-counts.

 Q Riviera Beach 
VFC 5K Color Run 
Saturday, June 8

Get sprinkled with colored 
powder as you run around 
Riviera Beach Community 
Park. Marshall from “Paw 
Patrol” will make a special 
appearance at the event. On-
site registration and packet 
pickups start at 8:45am and 
the race will commence at 
10:00am. To register, visit 

www.eventbrite.com and search 
for “Run for the Hoses.”

 Q Run/Walk for 
Mental Health 5K 
Tuesday, June 11

This non-competitive event 
takes place at the Dogwood 
Pavilion of Quiet Waters Park 
and is a part of a nationwide 
event. The 5K will kick off 
at 6:30pm. To register, go 
to www.raceroster.com and 
search for “Annapolis Men-
tal Health.”

 Q Dawson’s 
Father’s Day 10K 
Sunday, June 16

Celebrate Father’s Day with 
a 10K race at Severna Park 
High School for the 39th an-
nual Dawson’s Father’s Day 
10K, along with the Annapolis 
Striders group. Participants 
will travel down Robinson 
Road and over the B&A Trail 
beginning at 8:00am. For 
more information, visit www.
annapolisstriders.org and click 
on the “calendar” tab.

Shipley’s Choice Elementary School’s annual tech trot, set this year for May 5, helps 
raise money for technology equipment students can use in the classroom.

“The major ingredients 
of all toothpastes 
are abrasive 
agents, detergents, 
thickeners, flavorings 
and fluoride.”



John and Mary grew up 
during the Depression 
era. John had an eighth-

grade education and Mary had 
a high school education. Both 
of them were hardworking, 
and although they did not 
have high-paying jobs, they 
were able to build a future 
for themselves and purchase 
a home where they raised 
their family. As retirement 
approached, their main asset 
was their home, which they 
owned outright. After looking 
at their options, they decided 
to consider a reverse mortgage 
to help fund their retirement.

According to National 

Mortgage News, seniors aged 
62 and up hold $6.6 trillion in 
equity, and since seniors tend 
to age in place, a reverse mort-
gage can make sense for some.

There are a lot of myths and 
misunderstandings about how 
reverse mortgages work. I am 
not a reverse mortgage expert, 
but enough people have asked 
me about them and I want 
to share basic information 
with you. Reverse mortgages 
can be complicated, so you 
should always get a financial 
professional’s advice if you are 
considering one.

Reverse Mortgage 
Explained

The simplest explanation is 
that a reverse mortgage allows 
seniors (aged 62 and older) 
to take out a mortgage loan 
based on the equity in their 

home and receive monthly 
payments or a lump–sum 
payment. This is typically 
used to supplement retire-
ment income.

How a Reverse 
Mortgage Works

A reverse mortgage loan is 
different than a traditional 
mortgage loan. With a tradi-
tional mortgage, your debt 
will fall over time and your 
equity in the home will rise. 
It’s opposite with a reverse 
mortgage; over time, your 
equity will fall and your debt 
will rise.

After your home is ap-
praised, a reverse mortgage 
will give you a loan in the 
amount of a percentage of the 
home equity in your home, 
however, it will not be 100%, 
because this loan is a non-
recourse loan. This means 
that you will never owe more 
than the appraised value of 
your home, even if your home 
loses value after you get your 
reverse mortgage. Current 
interest rates and the young-
est borrower’s age are also 
considered.

You can receive the reverse 
mortgage loan amount as 
a lump sum or as monthly 
payments. You will not be 
required to make any fur-
ther payments; however, the 
loan will accrue interest. You 
will also be responsible for 
maintaining the home, paying 
property taxes, and home 
insurance. In some instances, 
if you have an outstanding 
mortgage, the reverse mort-
gage company will pay off your 
outstanding balance, therefore 
saving you the cost of your 
monthly mortgage payment. 
The loan is repaid when you 
pass away or sell your home. 
Any remaining equity will go 
to you or your heirs.

Reverse Mortgage 
Stabilization 
Act of 2013

Prior to 2014, the reverse 
mortgage industry was a bit 
like the Wild West. There were 
not a lot of laws and regula-
tions about what companies 
could do when setting up a 
reverse mortgage. Congress 
passed the Reverse Mortgage 

Stabilization Act of 2013, 
which made the reverse 
mortgage industry much 
more consumer-friendly by 
directing the Federal Housing 
Administration to establish 
additional rules to improve 
the fiscal safety and sound-
ness of the program.

When thinking about 
their future retirement, most 
people plan their retirement 
income to consist of maxi-
mizing their Social Security 
benefits, pension plan and 
retirement savings. However, 
some seniors, like John and 
Mary, need an additional 
way to supplement their 
income and they see a reverse 
mortgage as a viable option. If 
you are considering a reverse 
mortgage, you should meet 
with a professional to look at 
your specific situation and all 
your options; this is not a deci-
sion to make in a vacuum.

For more information about 
the author, Jason LaBarge, visit 
www.jasonlabarge.com. His of-
fice is located at 115 West Street, 
Suite 400, in Annapolis and can 
be reached at 443-837-2520.

Premier Planning Group is an 
independent firm with securi-
ties offered through Summit 
Brokerage Services Inc. Member 
FINRA www.finra.org and SIPC 
www.sipc.org.

Opinions expressed are 
that of the author and are not 
endorsed by the named broker 
dealer or its affiliates. The 
information in this article is not 
intended as tax or legal advice, 
and it may not be relied on for 
the purpose of avoiding any 
federal tax penalties. You are 
encouraged to seek tax or legal 
advice from an independent 
professional adviser. Neither 
Summit Brokerage nor any of its 
affiliates may give legal advice. 
For a comprehensive review of 
your personal situation, always 
consult your legal and estate ad-
visor. Mortgage lending services 
are not provided, endorsed or 
warrantied by the firm.

COMPLIANCE NOTES
According to National 

Mortgage News, seniors aged 
62 and up hold $6.6 trillion in 
equity - www.nationalmort-
gagenews.com/slideshow/7-
reverse-mortgage-stats-all-fha-
lenders-must-know.
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We are excited to 
announce our 
newest members 

of the chamber: Meals on 
Wheels of Central Mary-
land, Tutor Partners, 
Waypoint Wellness Cen-
ter, Maryland Coupons, 
ADP, Three Blue Bunnies, 
Green Healthy Cleaning/
Landscaping and Home 
Services, What’s Up? 
Media, Caring Transi-
tions of Annapolis/Wee-
Sale LLC, Massage Envy 
— Severna Park, Healing 
Thyme Therapeutic Mas-
sage and Wellness Cen-
ter, Adaptive Accounting 
Services and Children’s 
Theatre of Annapolis.

On April 3, Branch Man-
ager Melanie Ferragut of 
PNC Severna Park hosted 
our Successful Women in 
Business First Cup Club 
coffee. More than 20 people 
attended for great network-
ing and an opportunity to 
meet the bank employees.

On April 4, close to 100 
people attended the multi-
chamber joint business 
networking event hosted 
by our chamber and held 
at the wonderful Hellas 
Restaurant & Lounge. It 
was a high-energy morn-
ing of speed networking, 
exchanging business cards, 
and fabulous door prizes.

Our monthly Business 
“Bites” meeting was held at 
Romilo’s Restaurant on 
April 15, with Scott Wal-
lace, director of business 
solutions for the Anne 
Arundel Workforce De-
velopment Corporation 
educating us on the many 
facets of AAWDC and its 
new internship program.

April 25 was the launch 
of the Learn and Lead 
program, sponsored by Po-
pham and Associates and 
chaired by Todd Popham 
and Jenn Triplett of the 
Treebranch Group. The 
topic was “The Art of Giving 
and Receiving Feedback.”

Our Fourth of July 
Parade has been a cher-
ished tradition for decades, 
and this year will not 
disappoint. Our theme is 
“Let Freedom (B)ring – 
Celebrating America’s 
and Our Community’s 
Generosity.” Visit our 
website and register your 
booth or walking entry. We 
are especially looking for 
communities with floats! 
Get your neighbors together 
and have some fun in 
the parade.

Visit our website to 
learn about all the free 
events and happenings. We 
would love to have you as 
a member of our chamber, 
as we know the value that 
small businesses and local 
organizations bring to our 
community. Call us at 410-
647-3900 or info@gspacc.com 
or visit www.gspacc.com.

By Maya Pottiger

You never know what 
you’re going to find when 
you walk into Side Street 

Framers & gift gallery.
Now 30 years into business, 

the store has gone through 
many evolutions — and is 
continuing to evolve.

“We’re constantly evolving. 
We’re never still,” said co-
owner Barbara Daniels.

The store’s first evolution 
was offering shadowbox fram-
ing, which no one else was 
doing at the time.

“We started doing it because 
it was very interesting and 
became the experts in the 
area,” Daniels said. “We got a 
reputation, and we’ve framed 
for people all over the country 
because of it.”

Another evolution was 
beginning to frame more 
unique items as opposed 
to only pictures. Over the 
years, Side Street Framers has 
framed whale eardrums, Elvis 
Presley’s scarf and a Naval 
Academy sword.

“We end up framing things 
that other people don’t want 

to frame,” said Dawn Wilson, 
Side Street co-owner and Dan-
iels’ daughter. “They say no, 
but we never say no. We frame 
everything.”

To keep up with the chang-
ing times, Side Street Fram-
ers started offering media 
transfer services. Whether 
you want to turn an old VHS 
tape into a DVD or restore old 
photos, Side Street can offer 
assistance.

About 15 years ago, Side 
Street added handcrafted gift 
items to its inventory.

“Everybody can buy the 
same pocketbook or the same 
necklace, everybody can have 
the same thing,” Daniels said. 
“When you come in here, you 
get something unique and 
different and everybody does 
not have it.”

Now, to continue its evolu-
tions, the store is adding a new 
department: tea and honey.

“[My family has] been on 
this big health mission, and 
it’s really helped a lot,” Wilson 
said. “We’re going to add a 
whole little department of 
some of these little treasures 
we find. We’re trying to focus a 
little bit on all aspects of life.”

Wilson helped drive the 
Shop Local movement in 

Severna Park. The idea reso-
nated with her because of how 
much local stores give back to 
the community.

“In order for people like us 
to be able to do that, you need 
to also shop in those local 
stores so they can give back,” 
Daniels said. “If nobody shops 
in locally owned stores, how 
would they give back? It comes 
full circle.”

Side Street Framers & gift 
gallery gives back to the local 
schools and provides auction 
items for many commu-
nity events.

“It makes the community so 
unique when you have individ-
ual stores that are different,” 
Wilson said. “It makes the 
whole community healthier, 
stronger, a better place to live 
and play.”

After 30 Years, Side Street Framers & 
Gift Gallery Continues To Evolve

Among the dedicated team at Side Street Framers & gift gallery are (l-r) framer 
Stephanie Lavis, and mother-daughter co-owners Barbara Daniels and Dawn Wilson.

By Elizabeth Harwood

Nestled within the 
Cypress Creek Road 
corridor is Cornett 

Heating and Cooling, a 
father-son business built 
on the foundation of hard 
work and serving the 
community.

In 1980, Severna Park 
resident Jim Cornett began 
an HVAC career on staff at 
Fort Meade, which included 
contract management and 
contract development. In 
1992, Jim added his own 
evening and weekend 
HVAC work in the Severna 
Park area to support his 
growing family, thus found-
ing his business, Cornett 
Heating and Cooling. Jim 
juggled the demands of two 
jobs and eight children for 
years, often taking advan-
tage of his side business to 
spend time with his kids 
as they took turns hopping 
in the work van and going 
along for the ride. Jim saw 
this as bonding time, of 
course, but he emphasized 
a second purpose. “It was 

quality time, but it was also 
training,” Jim said.

Jim believed in teaching 
his children the importance 
of planning ahead, not 
painting themselves into a 
corner, and finishing what 
they start. “When they go 
through all those steps,” 
Jim said, “…they’re proud 
of what they can do, and 
they have something that 
they’ve achieved; then that 

starts to flow over 
into other things 
like schoolwork 
and gives them 
the confidence to 
do a lot of oth-
er things.”

Josh Cornett, 
Jim’s fourth 
child, returned 
to Severna Park 
after college in 
2011 with his eye 
on rejuvenating 
the family busi-
ness. Josh officially 
took the reins in 
2016. Continuing 
through the two 
generations is his 
father’s commit-

ment to community, a 
quality the Severna Park 
Community Center (SPCC) 
benefited from when met 
with a six-figure financial 
investment.

While attending the 
annual SPCC gala, Josh 
learned of the need to 
install a massive dehumidi-
fication system to improve 
the air quality of the 
popular indoor pool facility. 

Josh felt like the numbers 
weren’t adding up and he 
wanted to help. Entrenched 
in the HVAC business, Josh 
immediately donated his 
knowledge and his network 
to assemble a competitive 
alternative with a colleague. 
This decision saved the cen-
ter, a nonprofit organiza-
tion, a whopping $200,000 
that can now be used to 
fund other things, includ-
ing programs. Interestingly, 
when asked why he loves 
his HVAC work so much, 
Josh’s first response was 
because of his fondness for 
the local community and 
how there are so many ways 
to contribute.

“I don’t like the added 
attention about bringing 
someone else in,” Josh 
shared. “That’s what I want 
the whole community to do, 
you know, that’s just what 
you do — you help.”

To learn more about the 
services, business ethos 
and family behind Cornett 
Heating and Cooling, visit 
www.cornetthvac.com or call 
410-647-6979.

The Cornetts’ Focus On Giving Back Comes Full Circle

Jim and Josh Cornett like giving 
back to the area they call home. 

CoMMunity ContRiButoRS

Liz League
CEO 

GSPACC

What is A Reverse Mortgage?
Jason LaBarge
Premier Planning 

Group

Diane Whittles, presi-
dent of SERVPRO of 
Annapolis/Severna 

Park, was among three 
business owners to receive 
a Governor’s Citation in 
recognition of their con-
tributions to Maryland’s 
small-business commu-
nity and the community at 
large. Along with Carolina 
Seledes, CEO of ITnova, 
and Roy White, president 
of Diverse Concepts Inc., 
Whittles received the 
citation at the Ready, Set, 
GROW! Procurement Con-
nections Workshop held 
by the Governor’s Office of 
Small, Minority & Women 
Business Affairs. More 
than 70 business own-
ers — including minority 
business owners, female 
business owners and 
veteran business owners — 
attended the event to learn 
how to do business with 
state agencies.

“Maryland is open for 
business, and these entre-

preneurs have a big impact 
on the communities they 
serve,” said Jimmy Rhee, 
special secretary of the 
Governor’s Office of Small, 
Minority & Women Busi-
ness Affairs. “We take the 
time to showcase some of 
the local superstars at each 
event as we move around 
the state. Their stories 
are both inspiring and 
motivational.”

Whittles Receives Citation 
For Contributions To 
Small-Business Scene

Chamber update
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How do you plan for retirement? 

What does a retirement plan really look like? How do you decide how and 
when to use your retirement savings, pension, or apply for Social Security? 
Jason LaBarge can help create your plan to reach your retirement goals. 

JASON LABARGE 
Financial Professional & Certified National Social Security Advisor 
We help you retire with more than just money. 
115 West Street, Suite 400 Annapolis, MD 

www.JasonLaBarge.com
Premier Planning Group is an independent firm with securities offered through Summit Brokerage Services, Inc., Member FINRA, SIPC 443.837.2520 

May 14 and 15 at 6:30 pm 
at Annie's in Grasonville

CALL 443.837.2542 TO ATTEND A  SOCIAL SECURITY & 
RETIREMENT PLANNING SEMINAR 

Members of the Greater Severna 
Park and Arnold Chamber of 
Commerce gathered with other 
well-wishers to congratulate Brian 
Holt, owner of Absolute Party 
Rental, on 30 years in business. 

ILoveKickboxing 
Celebrates Second 

Anniversary

Ribbon Cuttings

Providence Center 
Launches New 
Pottery Studio

Vital Fitness 
Holistic Center 

Opens In SP

Absolute Party 
Rental Turns 
30 Years Old

We Rock The 
Spectrum Under 
New Ownership

At its annual festival at the 
Severna Park Community Center, 
ILoveKickboxing marked its 
second anniversary with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony, where owner 
Heather Myers did the honors. 

The Providence Center was 
proud to cut the ribbon on its 
new pottery studio — which 
will be open to the public for 
classes and parties — with a 
formal ribbon cutting.

Owners Scott Goldberg and 
Michelle Krause were excited to 
greet GSPACC members and other 
supporters to celebrate the grand 
opening of their business, Vital 
Fitness Holistic Center.

Devon and Octavia Brown 
welcomed members of the 
GSPACC for a ribbon cutting 
ceremony to celebrate their 
new ownership of We Rock The 
Spectrum.
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By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

Local allegiances, rival-
ries and friendships 
were thrown into a 

blender for the boys lacrosse 
Public/Private Challenge as 
Severna Park and Broadneck 
both played matches 
against prep counterparts 
Severn and Spalding over 
spring break.

Broadneck came out on top 
of it all.

The Bruins came from 
behind to defeat the 
Admirals at Severna Park 
High School on April 18, 
rallying late in the second 
half to come away with 
a 10-9 victory, and they 
completed a 2-0 sweep of the 
tournament on April 20 with 
a 9-7 victory over Archbishop 
Spalding at Severn.

Severna Park suffered 
its first loss of the season 
by falling 13-6 at home to 
Archbishop Spalding on 
April 18 but salvaged the 
second leg of the Challenge 
by defeating Severn 9-8 in 
double overtime on April 20.

The Cavaliers scored some 
important neighborhood 

bragging rights 
by avenging last 
season’s loss 
to the Falcons, 
while Severn 
suffered the 
sting of two one-
goal losses.

It was 
Broadneck 
that stole the 
spotlight.

Coming off a 
defeat to Severna 
Park on April 
12 in which the 
Bruins lost to the 
visiting Falcons 
16-7 — Jimmy 
Maher scored 
seven goals and 
had three assists 
for Severna 
Park in the 
Falcons’ win over 
Broadneck — the 
Bruins trailed 
Severn for most 
of the game and 
nearly the entire 
second half in the Challenge’s 
opener at Severna Park on 
April 18 and looked to be 
headed for another loss. But a 
late flurry of goals combined 
with effective defense and 

faceoff supremacy powered 
Broadneck to swipe the 
win from the Admirals. 
With the Bruins down 9-8 
with three minutes to play 
following a goal by Severn’s 

AJ McNemar, Broadneck’s 
Vinny Facciponti won a 
faceoff, took the ball down 
and scored to tie the game 
at 9-9. Facciponti won the 
ensuing face-off, and the 

Bruins worked a 
lengthy possession 
before Keegan 
Houser scored 
the game-winner 
with 57 seconds 
remaining.

Facciponti and 
Brendan Kennedy 
each scored three 
goals for the 
Bruins, while 
Houser had two 
and Bubba Bowen 
and Dan Shea 
both had goals. 
Ben McGrady 
made five saves for 
the Bruins, while 
Facciponti won 17 of 
23 face-offs.

Jon Jarosz 
had three goals 
for Severn in the 
loss, while Zack 
Kinsella and 
Henry Rentz had 
two goals each and 
Collin Earvin 
added a score. 

Loukas Sotiropoulous-
Lawrence made 12 saves, 
but Severn couldn’t close 
out the win in the face of 
an unrelenting Broadneck 
mentality to keep pushing.

“A lot of our team was on 
the team last year, when 
we were down at halftime 
in almost every game, and 
we’d always fight back and 
win,” said Facciponti. “We’ve 
just got to keep that same 
mentality, and we knew that 
if we all believe it, we can 
definitely do it.”

Spalding was walking onto 
the field to take on Severna 
Park as the Bruins were 
high-fiving following their 
win over Severn, and the 
Bruins and Cavs exchanged 
some spirited chirping 
in anticipation of their 
Saturday tilt.

That one ended up going 
Broadneck’s way, too. Houser 
scored four goals; Facciponti 
scored a goal and won 15 
faceoffs; McGrady made 
eight saves; Kennedy had 
three assists; and Bowen, 
Casey Demanski, Hayden 
Gourley and Parker 
Griffey added goals in a 9-7 
Broadneck victory over the 
Cavs in which Broadneck 
never trailed.

Houser said after beating 
Severn that the Bruins 
showed resolve to produce a 

Broadneck Boys Claims Public/Private Challenge Supremacy

Photo by Colin Murphy

Broadneck’s Vinny Facciponti fought off Severn defensemen AJ McNemar and 
Cameron Mang (15) in leading a Bruins comeback that culminated with two 
goals in the final three minutes for a 10-9 win on April 18. Broadneck won both 
its games in the Public/Private Challenge.

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

There’s a positive feed-
back loop occurring for 
the Broadneck baseball 

team this spring, in which 
winning begets fun, which 
leads to winning, which 
snowballs into more fun.

Attend a game, and a 
hilarious stream of antics 
spills out of the Bruins’ 
dugout. A gaudy wrestling 
championship belt makes 
an appearance. Spontaneous 
fist-pump dances pop off. 
The sneak-attack untucking 
of teammates’ jerseys is a 
constant danger. Patrolling 
over it all like sentinel 
gargoyles is a mysterious 
pair of magnificently ugly, 

plastic chupacabra-like 
creatures perched atop 
the fencepost.

The Bruins are letting 
it rip, and they don’t 
care what anyone 
thinks about it.

It was all on display in 
the Bruins’ 7-4 win over 
visiting rival Severna 
Park on April 24.

The Falcons fared 
better than any other 
team this season against 
Broadneck starting 
pitcher Nick Gatton, 
totaling nine hits and 
four earned runs against 
the Bruins’ senior ace. 
But Gatton kept his 
composure, got outs and 
defensive backing when 
he needed it, recorded 
all 21 outs in seven full 
innings and led the 
Bruins’ offensive charge 
to help Broadneck to 
a victory.

Gatton was 4-for-4 at the 
plate, Dylan Tenney had 
two hits and three RBIs, 
Nick Toskov had two base 

hits, and Broadneck racked 
up 13 hits in overcoming 
the Falcons to move to 
12-2 overall on the season, 
including 10-2 in Anne 

Arundel County.
“It’s always a good day 

to beat Severna Park 
twice in a season,” said 
Gatton, who was the 
winning pitcher in a 3-0 
defeat of the Falcons on 
March 26 and entered 
the game having not 
given up a run in 24.1 
total innings. Despite his 
relatively substandard 
performance on the 
mound against the 
Falcons this time around, 
he said the win is the 
latest example of the 
Bruins’ energy and 
confidence carrying them 
to a solid win against a 
good team. “We’ve been 
playing with each other 
for a while now, and guys 
really love each other,” 
Gatton said. “We’ve got 
great chemistry this year, 
and that’s what’s really 

propelled us to do how we’re 
doing right now.”

Broadneck got offensive 
production to jump out to 

Broadneck Baseball Sweeps Season 
Series Over Severna Park With 7-4 Win

Photo by Colin Murphy

Broadneck pitcher Nick Gatton got his 
fifth win of the year as the Bruins 
defeated Severna Park 7-4 on April 24.

Park Softball Defeats 
Broadneck, Stays In 
County Title Race

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The Severna Park soft-
ball team has achieved 
an enviable but 

double-edged level of play 
in its pursuit of county and 
state supremacy this spring: 
the Falcons can play below 
their best and still win.

A rough-around-
the-edges victory over 
Broadneck on April 24 
showcased as much, as the 
Falcons pounded out 12 
runs on 12 hits to nullify 
seven errors and come 
out on top of the host 
Bruins, 12-8.

In their first game coming 
off spring break — when 
Severna Park’s games at 
Archbishop Spalding’s 
Cavalier Classic, scheduled 
to be played at Bachman 
Park, were cancelled due to 
rain — the Falcons’ abilities 
outweighed their mistakes 
to defeat the Bruins. 
Campbell Kline, Maddy 
Gerard, Kylie Dingess and 
Emma Hall all had two-hit 

games as Severna Park used 
a seven-run second inning 
to take a sizable early 
advantage. Livi Driver 
had a two-run triple, while 
Emily Wilson, Mackenzie 
Rice and Petyon Sullivan 
all had hits in the victory; 
Sullivan added three steals.

But the Falcons nearly 
sweat out the win, 
committing seven errors, 
squandering multiple 
offensive opportunities and 
seeing Broadneck fight from 
a 9-2 deficit to ultimately 
fall by just four runs.

“Not our best effort 
coming off of break,” said 
Severna Park head coach 
Meredith McAlister. “We 
made a lot of errors, seven, 
and then had three or four 
base-running mistakes, 
but we hit very well and 
made a couple nice plays 
defensively.”

Still, at 11-2 through 13 
games, there is plenty to 
cheer about for Severna 
Park. An early-season 
loss to Glen Burnie and 

Photo by Colin Murphy

Mackenzie Rice stepped off second base during Severna 
Park’s 12-8 win over Broadneck on April 24.

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The plan for Indian Creek 
baseball is straightfor-
ward: win, win again, 

move up, and win some more.
Already sitting on a 

championship earned last 
May, the Eagles have the next 
phase of their plan off to a 
strong start this spring.

At 7-1 in Maryland 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association C Conference 
play through eight games, 
the Eagles and their young 
core of primarily juniors and 
sophomores have beaten 
opponents with a mix of 
potent hitting, slick fielding 
and pitching depth.

“It’s getting real good real 
quick on the competitive 

side,” said head coach 
Matt Selmer following 
Indian Creek’s 18-2 win 
over Chapelgate Christian 
Academy on April 23. “Our 
starting nine are juniors and 
sophomores now, and next 
year we bring them all back 
again. That core is really 
starting to gel. They’re really 
playing together. It’s exciting. 
They give us confidence.”

It wasn’t hard to see 
why during Indian Creek’s 
overpowering win over 
Chapelgate. Evan Selmer 
hit for the cycle with seven 
RBIs in a 4-for-4 day that 
included a grand-slam home 
run, while Parker Harris 
(three hits), Alex Seidleck 
(2 for 2 with a home run 
and three RBIs) and Travis 

Indian Creek Baseball Sets Sights 
On Titles, This Year And Beyond

Photo by Colin Murphy

Jordan Cann pitched for Indian Creek during the Eagles’ 
18-2 win over Chapelgate on April 23.
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Brunch every Sat & Sun 10a-3p 

580-p ritchie highway, Severna park, MD | 410-793—5930  |  parktavernSp.cOM

Your Mother Is Special! 
Call Today To Make Reservations 

to Celebrate Mother’s Day!

Monday - Build your own burger, 
$3 16oz Drafts 4-6:30

Tuesday - Taco Tuesday 4-close, 
1/2 price bottle of wine all day

Wednesday - Happy hour all day 

Thursday - $4 off signature cocktails

Friday - 1/2 price wine 4-6:30

Satuday & Sunday - Brunch 10-3

 Daily fOOD featureS

Monday  -4-6:30

Tuesday -4-6:30

Wednesday - All Day 

Thurssday - 4-6:30

Friday - 4-6:30

Sunday - 9-Close

 great happy hOur SpecialS

Celebrate your Father! 
Call To Make your 

Reservation Today! 

410-647-8000 | 410-440-0824-Cell

Like me on Facebook

To view my resume and thousands of homes, visit my website:

www.FrankTaglienti.com
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Severna  Park – Waterfront
Waterfront treasure! Cozy cottage w/ spectacular views!  Original HW floors, wood burning FP, Newer 
updated kit w/wood cabinets, cooktop, & bar top seating. Plus, sep DR, sunroom, LL rec room, all w/ in-
credible water views! Tons of storage! New enormous rap around deck w/ bar seating, tons of entertaining 
space! Private pier w/ lift. 6ft low/mean. Minutes to the Magothy River. $600,000

Pasadena – Pearlman’s Overlook 
Immaculate condo! 2BR, 3BA in comm. w/ club-
house & pool. Flex room on main lev, could be office 
or 3rd BR. Second flr has second BR and full BA w/ 
finished loft. New carpet.  Easy, low maintenance 
living close to shopping! $282,000

Severna Park-Stewart’s Landing
Rare Barcroft model, in water privil comm! Wonder-
ful floor plan fea 4BR, 2.5BA, large eat-in kit, FR 
w/ warm wood floors & raised brick fp w/ mantle. 
Sliders lead to the oversize 2 tier deck overlooking 
fenced yard. Newer LL rec room, tons of storage! 
Great comm amenities, SP schools! $519,900

Severna Park - Waterfront
Captivating 6BR, 7BA custom built home! 
Fea great room w/2story stone FP. 2 exquisite 
master BDR’s with sumptuous baths. Wonderful 
Au Pair or in-law arrangement w/ bedrooms, liv 
rm, & private bath. Lower lev w/ kitchenette, 
gym, den and club room. Pier! $950,000

so
ld

 

in 7 days

new 

Price

Severna Park - Waterfront
Severn River waterfront home featuring-incred-
ible views, deep water, 3 slips, boatlifts, and a 
separate cottage on the water! Enjoy gorgeous 
sunsets from the extensive decking. Tram takes 
you down to the water’s edge. Home features 3 
bedrooms, wonderful entertaining spaces, includ-
ing great room with full brick FP. $1,190,000

coming

so
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quality win following 
a disappointing loss at 
home to Severna Park.

“We try to stay 
humble, but we took 
a bad loss [to Severna 
Park] last week, so 
we’re trying to build 
our confidence back 
up and get back in 
the swing of things,” 
said Houser.

Archbishop Spalding 
may have been the 
victim of Broadneck’s 
rising confidence on 
April 20, but the Cavs 
authored a memorable 
victory in their win 
over Severna Park on 
April 18. The Falcons 
jumped out to a 2-0 
lead against Spalding 
on goals by Connor 
Panebianco and Cam 
Bear and looked to be 
on course to another 
impressive win and a 
continuation of their 
hitherto undefeated season. 
The Falcons likewise won 
the rivalry matchup with 
Spalding in 2018 and 2017, 
and their public-over-private 
grip seemed initially to be 
tightening.

But from there, the only 
thing that tightened was 
Spalding’s defense. Cavaliers 
goalie Jake Oliver made 
a pair of saves on Severna 
Park’s next few possessions, 
and senior defenseman Ryan 
McDaniel led a Spalding 
defense that went on to shut 
out the Falcons over the rest 
of the first quarter, all of the 
second and most of the third. 
Russell Melendez assisted on 
goals to Hudson Stramanak 
and Michael Weisshaar 

before scoring a goal of his 
own to put Spalding up 3-2 
after one quarter.

From there, Spalding 
was off to the races. Will 
Sherwood and Ryan 
Schrier both scored in the 
second period, and Stephen 
Ripley capped the first half 
with a sensational over-
the-shoulder goal for a 6-2 
Spalding lead at halftime. 
Spalding extended its lead 
to 9-2 in the third quarter 
behind goals by Weisshaar, 
Sherwood, Schrier and 
Josh Tang before Bear 
ended the Severna Park 
drought shortly before the 
end of the third quarter to 
make it 10-3.

The Falcons pulled to 

within 10-4, but the Cavs 
didn’t relinquish the 
momentum, and McDaniel, 
a Severna Park resident, 
punctuated the night with 
his first goal of the season. 
A defenseman, McDaniel 
corralled a ground ball near 
midfield and barreled down 
toward the goal before 
firing a shot directly at the 
facemask of Severna Park 
goalie Casey Fox. The ball 
bounced of Fox’s helmet and 
directly back to McDaniel, 
who punched in his own 
rebound for an 11-4 lead.

Schrier completed his hat 
trick late to cap the Cavs’ 
13-6 win; Oliver made 12 
saves in the victory.

“We went down 2-0 pretty 
quick, so give credit to our 
guys for kind of staying with 
it and battling back, chipping 
away and staying with 

the ‘Next play, next play, 
next play’ mentality,” said 
Spalding coach Brian Phipps. 
“I’m happy for our guys to get 
the win. Severna Park does a 
great job, Coach [Dave] Earl’s 
got a very well-coached team 
and a talented team, so give 
credit to them. But I’m happy 
for our guys.”

For Sherwood, McDaniel 
and junior middie Tucker 
Denault, a trio of Severna 
Park residents who play 
for Spalding, the win held 
special significance.

“It’s everything,” said 
Sherwood. “We’ve played 
with these guys and against 
these guys for our whole 
lives. I’ve got a lot of friends 
on that team. So, this means 
everything, and this is one 
of the biggest games of the 
season for us.”

Said Denault, “We grew up 

playing football with these 
guys, and in middle school 
we were boys playing football 
together and everything, 
and then we split up. Two 
years ago they beat us by one 
and last year they beat us by 
one, and then this year we 
got the win.”

McDaniel said he couldn’t 
have dreamt up a better 
scenario than scoring his 
first goal of the year in a win 
over Severna Park.

“I don’t even have words, 
that was the happiest 
moment of my life right 
there,” McDaniel said with 
a laugh. “It came right back 
to me, and I just shot it 
again, and it went in. I was 
so happy. … It’s a big thing 
to finally beat them. For me, 
this is definitely the biggest 
game of the year.”

Severna Park got right 

back to it a couple 
days later, needing a 
game-high four goals 
from Panebianco and 
three from Mikie 
Harmeyer, including 
the game-winner 
in double overtime, 
to defeat Severn at 
Severn, 9-8. Fox, now 
the Falcons’ goalie 
after an injury to 
senior Shane Carr, 
made nine saves 
against the Admirals 
in victory, and 
Severna Park received 
additional scores 
from Kurt Klaus and 
Maher; Maher also 
had four assists.

For Severn, Jarosz 
had three goals; Rentz 
scored two goals and 
had an assist; Kain 
Domenech and 
Kinsella both had a 
goal and an assist; 
and Sotiropoulos-
Lawrence made eight 

saves in the defeat.
For Severna Park, Spalding 

represented one of the 
Falcons’ toughest opponents 
so far, and the loss should 
ultimately prove useful as 
Severna Park seeks to firm 
up any weaknesses with the 
postseason approaching.

“I think we can always 
get better,” said coach 
Earl, a message that stays 
consistent through wins and 
losses. “Hats off to Spalding. 
They had a great game plan 
against us, they’re extremely 
well-coached, they’re very 
athletic, and they took it 
to us tonight. … You learn 
a lot. You learn a lot about 
yourselves. Everybody has 
to look in the mirror, and it 
starts with me. We have to 
figure out what went wrong, 
look at the film and go 
from there.”

Bruins Claim Supremacy, Spalding Wins Rivalry With SP In Public/Private Challenge
 »Continued from B1

Photos by Colin Murphy

Left: Archbishop Spalding’s Russell Melendez went to work against the defense of Severna Park’s Mark Bredeck. Right: The Cavaliers’ 
Stephen Ripley fired a shot over his shoulder to score late in the first half of Spalding’s 13-6 win over the Falcons. “It’s everything,” said 
Spalding senior Will Sherwood of his team’s win over Severna Park. “This is one of the biggest games of the season for us.”

CREATIVE
FORCE
Dance Center

Register for a current 
class and get  

10% Off tuition for the 
rest of the season

Register before June 1st.
Must present coupon

Expires 06/01/2019

Free
week of trial 

classes
Must present coupon

Expires 06/01/2019

www.CreativeForceDance.com

Recreational Dance & Fitness 
Classes For Children & Adults 
Competitive Dance Company

410-431-7018
570 F Ritchie Highway

Severna Park 

Thank you for Voting us 
Best of Severna Park 

Children’s Dance Company
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$500 OFF
COmplete shingle 
ROOF ReplaCement

(min. 1500 sf roof. expires 06/01/19)

Cunningham Contracting, Inc. specializes in Roofing, 
Exteriors, and Remodeling Contracting. We are fully licensed, 
insured and provide guarantees on all our work. We have 
over 25 years of experience and have serviced thousands of 
satisfied clients in the Maryland area.

Roofing | General Contracting | Residential-Commercial

Mark Cunningham, Owner

Call Today   410-721-8757 Licensed & Insured
MHIC#87171

Now offeriNg 
multiple 

home 
improvemeNt 

fiNaNce 
optioNs!

Visit our website or call today to request a 
free no obligation estimate.

www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

an early advantage, taking 
a 4-0 lead with two runs in 
both the first and second 
innings. Even after Severna 
Park got to Gatton for two 
runs in the top of the fourth, 
the Bruins responded with 
another two in the bottom 
of inning and tacked on 
another in the sixth. Ben 
Schultz, Jackson Halla, 
Matt Isaac, Ryan Smolen 
and Ethan Soto all had 
hits to help Broadneck 
answer every Severna Park 
comeback attempt.

Severna Park battled back 
from deficits with two-run 
frames in the fourth and 
sixth innings. Jordan 
Hallet and Brendan 
Simonds had two hits 
apiece for Severna Park, 
while Tom McGalliard 
added an RBI base hit and 
Jackson Merrill, Camden 
Handwerger, Josh Horgan 
and Corey Bodnar all 
managed hits against the 
normally stout Gatton.

Gatton crept up on the 
105-pitch limit to close the 
game (he threw 103), getting 
three consecutive fly outs to 
center fielder Toskov to end 
the game. His ERA rose from 
0.00 to a still stellar 0.90 in 
earning the win, his fifth of 
the season.

Broadneck coach Matt 
Skrenchuk said Gatton 
has been superb both as 
a pitcher and offensively, 
and it has led an energized 
Broadneck season, in which 
the Bruins are firmly in the 
mix for a spot in the county 
championship game and top 
region seeding.

“Nick really gives us 
a great chance to win 
every time he steps up. 
He’s playing with a lot of 
confidence. … The guys play 
with a lot of confidence. 

Last year, we started seven 
underclassmen out of nine. 
So we’ve returned just 
about everybody except for 
two outfielders. Last year 
we took some lumps with 
that, but it’s starting to pay 
dividends this year, because 
the guys have had a lot of 
experience and have played 
in a lot of tight games. They 
play at a high level in the 
offseason, and it’s starting to 
pay off for us.”

Tenney, a senior, said the 
Bruins are working hard and 
receiving pragmatic benefits 
from El Hefe, the pair of 

snarling creatures adoring 
the Bruins’ dugout.

“It’s just everyone 
communicating and working 
together,” Tenney said. 
“Everyone pushes each 
other at practice. We get 
better every day. It’s the 
little things we do really 
well. Making plays, making 
contact, moving the runners 
over. It’s the simple things. 
… El Hefe is our battle 
coyote. Sometimes he has 
armor. We’ll put catcher’s 
gear on him. He’s like the 
mascot. He keeps away the 
geese, because they doo-doo 

all over our field. He’s our 
good luck charm.”

There’s a chance the Bruins 
will see Severna Park again. 
The Falcons are still having 
a strong season at 12-4 
overall, and with losses only 
to Broadneck (twice), South 
River and Chesapeake, the 
Falcons could secure a spot 
in the county championship 
game and a potential 
rematch with the Bruins; 
South River, Chesapeake and 
Arundel are all still alive for 
the same opportunity.

Severna Park head coach 
Eric Milton was happy to 

see the Falcons battle back 
and hit Gatton better than 
anyone else has this year but 
said his lineup might have 
been going for the haymaker 
early in the game.

“[Broadneck] got out to a 
lead and put the ball in play,” 
Milton said. “First couple 
innings, we were trying to go 
for the home run instead of 
putting the ball in play. We 
had some hard-hit balls right 
at guys. It was a close game 
at the end. Their balls found 
holes, and ours didn’t.”

The loss interrupted a 
recent strong stretch for 

the Falcons, who scored a 
combined 34 runs in recent 
wins over Meade, North 
Point and Huntingtown 
and are 8-2 over their last 
10 games. In the win over 
North Point on April 20, a 
17-2 drubbing, Simonds had 
a grand slam and a double, 
Merrill had three hits, 
Horgan had three hits and 
two doubles, Evan Lewis 
had two hits and a double, 
and Caleb Robinson added 
a double and three RBIs. In 
a 6-5 win over Huntingtown 
that same day, Horgan 
doubled and homered and 
had two RBIs, and Lewis hit 
a solo home run. Catcher 
Mark Sasse added a double, 
Merrill and Bodnar each had 
two hits, Parker Jones had 
an RBI and Matt Simms 
had two hits.

Severna Park rebounded 
with a strong win over 
Arundel on April 27, 
defeating the Wildcats 11-
5. Horgan homered and 
doubled and had four RBIs, 
while Merrill was 3-for-
3 with two runs. Lewis 
doubled, Handwerger 
singled and scored three 
runs, Bodnar singled and 
scored twice, and Sasse had 
an RBI. Simonds was the 
winning pitcher. 

With playoffs nearing, the 
feeling is the Falcons still 
have another gear to reach. 
Starting pitchers Simonds 
and Lewis and reliever 
Logan Harris have been 
strong for the Falcons, who 
are looking to round fully 
into form as the calendar 
turns to May, when pitching 
will be key as always.

“We have Evan and 
Brendan, and Logan is our 
go-to in relief,” said Milton. 
“Evan and Brendan have 
been great, and that’s who 
we’re going to ride.”

Bruins Defeat Falcons 7-4, Sweep Season Series With Severna Park
 »Continued from B1

Photos by Colin Murphy

With El Hefe the battle coyote(s) watching, 
the Bruins were able to make the plays they 
needed to defeat Severna Park 7-4 and sweep 
their season series against the Falcons. 
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a midseason loss to 
Chesapeake haven’t 
shaken the confidence 
of the Falcons, who are 
still in contention with 
both the Gophers and 
Cougars for a spot in the 
county championship 
game on May 7.

“We’re just always 
learning,” said Driver, 
asked about how the team 
rebounds from losses. 
“We’re always giving each 
other advice, from what 
coach says to what we say 
to each other, it’s a team 
thing.” She concurred that 
beating the Bruins always 
carries a little extra heft: 
“It’s always exciting to beat 
Broadneck because of the 
rivalry, and we know a lot 
of them from travel ball,” 
Driver said.

Dingess, Severna Park’s 
go-to pitcher, likewise 
reframed the team’s losses 
as opportunities.

“It just motivates us to 
work harder, and we can 
come out and beat them 
the next time we see them,” 
Dingess said.

As the performance 
against Broadneck showed, 
Severna Park’s offensive 

depth gives them a chance 
to win every time out.

“Our mental game is 
there for hitting,” said 
Dingess. “We have finally 
caught up with being 
confident in the box and 
just trying to hit the 
ball in play.”

In the Broadneck dugout, 
coach Deanna Romeo 
Hamilton and the Bruins 
see reason for optimism. 
Romeo Hamilton liked the 
fight her Bruins showed 
in coming back to make 
the game close against 
Severna Park.

“I’m happy to see that, 
because there’s been times 
this season when we’ve gone 
down and haven’t had that 

fight,” she said. “We’ve 
been trying to get that 
back, so it’s good to get 
that back. Do you want 
to come out the winning 
side? Absolutely. But, 
we made the plays we 
needed to make, and we 
hit the ball. They hit the 
ball where we weren’t 
a few times, and that 
was the difference. Hats 
off to them. They’re a 
good team.”

Contributions came 
from throughout the 
lineup, as Shania 
Kellison, Cori 
Bereznay, Julia 
Harrison and Brooke 
Magoulick all had two-
hit games and Elizabeth 
Shafer, Madison 
Chadwick and Ryan 
Finazzo added hits. 
Shafer, Bereznay and 
Kellison all had doubles 
as part of their days, 
while Harrison had 
two steals.

At 5-8, Broadneck has 
been on the losing end of 
close games against good 
teams, including a 4-2 loss 
to South River in late March 
and a 6-3 loss to Northeast 
in mid-April.

Romeo Hamilton knows 
her lineup is going to be a 
scary draw for some team 
in the region tournament, 
and if they play up to their 
potential, as they did for 
several innings against 
Severna Park, a playoff run 
is there for the taking.

“We’ve been on the wrong 
side of some close games,” 
said Romeo Hamilton. “If 
we play like we did today 
against a good team, there 
is confidence in that.”

County Title Hopes Alive For SP Softball
 »Continued from B1

Thank you for voting us Best Physical Therapy Practice
Now accepting new patients

www.pattersonpt.com
650 Ritchie Hwy Suite 103

(At the corner of Cypress Creek and Ritchie Hwy)

Specializing in aquatic therapy, joint replacement rehabilitation, 
orthopedics, sports and musician injuries, balance and gait training

Call Today 410-647-1961
Check out our newly updated website!

• Experienced Therapists
• In-Network with the BCBS, Medicare and Hopkins EHP

• Wellness Programs Warfield & Darrah, P.C.
Attorneys at Law

Robert W. Warfield ~Paula J. Darrah

All Family Law Matters
Divorce ~ Property Division ~ Custody 

Alimony ~ Child Support
Protective Order Proceedings

Litigation Appeals
Contracts ~ Wills ~ Estates

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 104
Severna Park, MD 21146 (410)544-1020

www.wmdlaw.com

Photo by Colin Murphy

Emily Wilson took a lead off third 
base during Severna Park’s 12-8 
win over Broadneck on April 24.

Falcons, Bruins Unite To Honor Kenny Elgert

Photos by Colin Murphy

The Severna Park and Broadneck softball teams joined together to honor the memory of 
longtime county sports fan and Severna Park supporter Kenny Elgert by inviting Elgert’s 
family to throw out the first pitch of their game on April 24. (Top L-R) Kenny’s brother-in-
law Ben Roberts, nephew Nolan Roberts, sister Stephanie Roberts, Kenny’s father 
Chip Elgert, niece Abby Roberts, and mother Barbara Herget-Elgert went to the circle 
to throw out the first pitch, and Kenny’s nephew Owen Roberts was at home plate with a 
catcher’s mitt to catch the ball. Broadneck and Severna Park players and coaches 
presented the Elgert family with flowers before the game and a framed softball jersey, and 
the Falcons wore special game jerseys with “Kenny” and No. 1 on the back.
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One Stop Shopping: Countertop 
Fabircation, Installation and Cabinets

Call US for free 
estimate today!

410-216-3448
www.arkadiasurfaces.com

Arkadia Surfaces
1981 Moreland Pkwy 
Building 4A, Bay 2
Annapolis, MD 21401

1981 Moreland Pkwy, Building 4A, Bay 2, Annapolis, MD 21401  |  410-216-3448 1981 Moreland Pkwy, Building 4A, Bay 2, Annapolis, MD 21401  |  410-216-3448

$250 off
any countertop purchase

45% off
custom cabinets
Offer valid with countertop purchase and for certain cabinet lines. 
Cannot be combined with other offers/discounts. Offer expires 06/01/2019.

Cannot be combined with other offers/discounts. Offer expires 06/01/2019.

By Colin Murphy  
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

In the sport of running, 
individual excellence is 
the headline-grabber, 
and the fastest times 
speak for themselves in 
identifying the cream-of-
the-crop ability.

But the top runners at 
any distance will tell you: 
training partners and 
teammates make all the 
difference.

That’s a big part of how 
Severna Park’s Matthew 
Bateman and Stephanie 
Brenneman shine for 
the Falcons.

As members of Severna 
Park’s highly successful 
cross country, indoor track 
and outdoor track teams, 
Bateman and Brenneman 
have excelled in their 
roles as leaders and team 
captains, embracing their 
places — often out of 
the limelight — for the 
betterment of everyone 
around them.

“Matthew and Stephanie 
are both fantastic leaders 
that help make everything 
go smoothly,” said Severna 
Park assistant coach 
Justin Marvel. “They 
are hard workers that are 
irreplaceable.”

Both Bateman and 
Brenneman are highly 
capable runners — 
Bateman runs a 4:30 mile 
and was part of Severna 
Park cross country’s state 
championship lineup last 
fall, while Brenneman 
runs a 6:17 mile that ranks 
in the JV range for the 
Falcons — but neither 
occupies the very top 
spots for the exceptionally 
deep Severna Park cross 
country and track teams.

Brenneman, a junior, 
has established herself 
as a leader and force of 
positive encouragement 
within Severna Park’s 
team-centric culture.

“Stephanie is a big 
motivator in workouts, 
cheering for every 
person down the line,” 

said teammate Grace 
Cambon. “She’ll be out 
of breath cheering every 
person’s name as they 
run. She gets the team 
to be more cohesive, gets 
girls hanging out, and 
she always has a positive 
attitude, and she does it all 
with a smile on her face. 
She brightens the team.”

From running extra 
warm-up or cool-down 
laps with teammates to 
helping the freshmen 
navigate pre-race jitters, 
Brenneman said she’s 
another limb of support 
in a strong family tree 
of Severna Park cross 
country and track.

“I think my role on the 
team is, I like to believe 
I’m a positive person 
and can encourage my 
teammates and make 
them feel welcome and 
included,” Brenneman 
said. “Us having each 
other to work off of and 
encourage each other, it 
feels like a family, so I just 
like being a part of that. 
I really give everything 
to my teammates, who 
make me feel like a part of 
the team.”

Bateman, a senior, is 
a strong runner in the 
800-meter, the mile and 
the two-mile. His name 
often follows teammates 
(and best friends) Alex 
Chaisson and Garrison 
Clark in placements, but 
they cite both his work 
ethic and strong times 
as a motivating factor 
in their success and that 
of the team.

“He’s right there with 
us every day. He’s working 
hard and getting the job 
done, and everybody’s 
looking at him like, ‘If he’s 
working this hard, I’ve 
got to work this hard,’” 
said Chaisson.

Clark noted how much 
Bateman has improved 
over the course of his high 
school career as indicative 
of his drive and as a model 
for others seeking to reach 
their potential.

“Maybe freshman year 
he was lower on the team, 
then sophomore and 
junior year he made a huge 
jump, and everybody saw 
what he was doing, and 
they came to realize how 
hard he works,” said Clark. 
“He’s not only a leader as 
a captain, but people look 
to him and want to be like 
him because he pushes 
himself harder than 
anyone I can imagine.”

Chaisson lauded 
Bateman’s ability to return 
from injury as a junior, 
and Bateman noted that 
his running injury forced 
him to become stronger 
mentally and establish 
deeper resolve to commit 
to best training practices.

“That was kind of 
my turning point as an 
individual because I sat 
out for awhile trying to 
heal,” said Bateman. “I 
was watching my friends 
work really hard during 
these workouts and stuff, 
and I was like, ‘I’ve got to 
start taking this really 
seriously.’ My times 
actually got better after 
my injury because I had 
this mental change more 
than a physical change. 
That injury kid of pushed 
me forward instead of 
setting me back, and it 
helped me get back to 
being able to run with 
my friends.”

Bateman’s character 
aligns with Severna Park’s 
team-centric culture, 
and he sees himself as 
someone who slots into 
wherever his coaches put 
him and does his best to 
strengthen the whole unit.

“Something that I’ve 
learned through the years 
and developed while 
being on this team is how 
important the group is, 
not the individual,” said 
Bateman. “Cross-country 
is a very team-oriented 
sport. That’s where 
our strengths come in, 
when we’re working for 
each other and working 
as a group.”

The Student-Athlete Of The Month
Proudly Sponsored By The Matt Wyble Team of CENTuRY 21 New Millennium

TheMattWybleTeam.com | info@themattwybleteam.com | 833.MWTEAM1 

Our quadrilingual team of licensed agents works together to help clients buy, sell, invest & rent with a 
continued excellence in customer service in English, Spanish, Korean and American Sign Language.

In partnership with The Matt Wyble Team of Century 21, the Voice’s Student-
Athlete of the Month series seeks to recognize the many student-athletes in our area 

who make an impact not necessarily by way of statistics or stardom, but by their 
unique contributions. The quiet leader, the solid role player, the glue guy or gal, the 

community voice on or off the field — those are the kids we seek to recognize. Do you 
know a young person in our community making a positive impact through sports? 

Nominate them by contacting Colin Murphy at colin@severnaparkvoice.com.

Student-Athlete of the Month

Photos by Colin Murphy

Stephanie Brenneman and Matthew Bateman are valued role players and leaders for 
the Severna Park cross country and track teams. 

By Colin Murphy  
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The Indian Creek girls 
lacrosse program has 
taken a circuitous path in 
recent seasons.

After excelling in the 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association of Maryland 
C Conference and winning 
consecutive championships 
in 2013 and 2014, the 
Eagles moved up to the B 
Conference for the last four 
seasons, only to run up 
against the often superior 
depth of other teams from 
larger schools with larger 
student populations.

Back in the C Conference 
this season after a four-year 
tour, the Eagles are once 
again squarely competitive 
and playing well.

“We’re playing similar-
sized schools, and it’s 

great to be competitive 
again,” said Indian Creek 
coach Steve Willett. “In 
the B Conference we’d 
be competitive for a half 
or three-quarters of the 
game, and then the depth 
of the other schools would 
take over.”

A 15-2 win over Oldfields 
on April 23 moved the Eagles 
to 5-3 in IAAM C play this 
season. Sarah Mathes led 
Indian Creek with nine goals 
on the day, while Kallie Huff 
scored three goals, Megan 
Bunker added two goals and 
12 draw controls, and Kara 
Matthews scored one goal 
and added three assists. Cali 
Schwerdfeger and Mary 
Kate House added assists in 
the victory for the Eagles.

A notable win came in a 
16-15 defeat of Beth Tfiloh, 
when Mathes scored the 
game-winning goal in the 

closing seconds for a road 
win over a team ahead 
of Indian Creek in the 
conference standings.

“Beth Tfiloh, they’re 
always strong, tough kids, 
well-coached, great home-
field atmosphere, and we 
won in the last seconds,” said 
Willett. “[Sarah] has been 
our big scorer this year as a 
senior leader and captain, 
having a great season for us.”

Willett noted that many of 
the team members were part 
of the school’s spring musical 
production of “Newsies,” and 
with their successful theater 
performances now complete, 
they’re turning their 
attention to the rest of the 
season and the postseason.

“We’re psyched now to 
have some continuity until 
the end,” said Willett. “We’re 
looking forward to the 
playoffs.”

Indian Creek Girls 
Prep For Postseason

Photos by Colin Murphy

Left: Indian Creek’s Kara Matthews attacked the goal against Oldfields on April 23. 
Right: Sarah Mathes is the Eagles’ leading scorer this season and netted the game-winning 
goal in the closing seconds of a 16-15 win over Beth Tfiloh on April 16.
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At our practice…
You’re not just a mouth,

You’re a person we care genuinely about.
Every visit counts

Because every patient matters.

YOU are important to us!

Dr. Brian D. Valle, P.A.
Functional & Cosmetic Dentistry
251 Najoles Road, Suite J, Millersville, MD 21108

410.987.9100
www.facebook.com/DrBrianValle 

www.drbrianvalle.com

FUNCTIONAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Dr.BrianValle P.A.

FUNCTIONAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Dr.BrianValle P.a.

FUNCTIONAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Dr.BrianValle P.A.

FUNCTIONAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Dr.BrianValle P.a.

We’ve been serving 
the community for 

over 30 years. 
We are here to 

help you achieve 
your goals for a 
healthy smile.  

Call us today for 
a complimentary 

consultation. 

SPRING IS ON THE WAY AND 

LIFE IS IN FULL BLOOM  
AT FIVE STAR

715 Benfield Road • Severna Park, MD 21146

410-729-1600

www.HeartlandsAssistedLiving.com
ASS ISTED L IV IN G  •  MEMO R Y CA R E 

R EHA BIL ITA T IO N
©2019 Five Star Senior Living

Fresh air means fresh opportunities at Heartlands at Severna Park. 
Whether you’re looking for more relaxation this spring or new activities 
with friends, we’ve got it all. Enjoy a chef-prepared meal in our dining 
room, join your friends for a Lifestyle360 class, or simply put your feet up 
and relax while we take care of the housekeeping. With a dedicated team 
of professionals, maintenance-free living, and our signature Warmth & 
Hospitality, you’ll fall in love with our lifestyle.

Call to discover the new opportunities waiting for you.

Sports Shots: Severna Park-Area Athletes In Action
Spring sports are in full swing throughout the county. The community’s young baseball, softball and lacrosse players had their game faces on in April. Photos by Colin Murphy
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 For more information about Hancock’s Resolution, 
visit our web site and facebook:

www.historichancocksresolution.org;  
www.facebook.com/HistoricHancocksResolution

or call 410-255-4048.

Hancock’s Resolution
Authentic 1785 Farmstead

2795 Bayside Beach Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
Open Sundays from April 7 to October 27

(Open hours are 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. unless otherwise stated.)

Admission is FREE except for those marked by a $ sign.
(Arrangements can be made for special group tours at other times by calling: 410-952-2798)

Programs for 2019
May 5, 2019: Spring Plowing and Harrowing with Horse and Mule 

Teams. Spring Herb Sale.

May 12, 2019: Mother’s Day Tea: Stop by for a Taste of Tea, Ginger-
bread and Lavender. (Good weather required.) Interpreting 
Historic Womens’ Clothing with Dawn Schneider.

May 19, 2019:  Children’s Programs: Do things Children did back then 
on the farm, both work and play.  
Honeybees—Up Close 1:30pm to 3:30pm.

May 26, 2019: (Memorial Day) Musket firing Demonstrations;  
Memories from the family Grave Yard

June 2, 2019: “Surveying Then and Now” with Bill Bower, Chairman, 
Chesapeake Chapter, MD Society of Surveyors.

June 9, 2019:(Flag Day) Historic Maryland; U.S. Flags Displayed.

June 16, 2019: (Father’s Day) Remembering Captain John Smith visiting 
the Magothy River, Bodkin Creek and the Patapsco River in 1608.

June 23, 2019: Lavender Appreciation Day.  
Honeybees—Up Close 1:30pm to 3:30pm

All loans subject to credit approval.

With Spring right around the corner, there’s no better  
time to line up financing for all your home-improvement  

projects. Whether you’ve had your eye on an updated  
kitchen or another project, we can make it happen.

Stop by or call to speak with your local loan  
officer about a home equity line of credit today

Don’t forget to also check out our full line of 
checking products, perfect for everyday expenses.

Spring Forward...
With a Home Equity Line of  

Credit from Severn Bank

Severna Park Branch
598 Benfield Road
Severna Park, Maryland 21146
410.544.0800 • severnbank.com

Crystal Wiley
Branch Manager
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Expert care in the 
office you trust.
Your care is our 
primary concern.

Thanks for once again voting us Best Family Practice, 
and for voting Tracy Jansen, M.D. Best Physician!  

•	Convenient	early		
morning,	evening	and	
Saturday	hours

•	Same	day	appointments	
available

•	Pediatric	care

Choose well.

24 Magothy Beach Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
Accepting new patients. Call today to schedule your comprehensive medical exam.

We welcome the addition 
of Sharon Messics, M.D. 
to our practice! She is trained and 
experienced in Internal Medicine 
and sees patients 18 years and 
up, with emphasis on preventive 
methods of improving care.

410.255.2700

The Maryland Primary Care Physicians’ Pasadena practice has been meeting the health care needs of 
this community for over 30 years. Our providers are board certified in family and internal medicine and 

treat patients of all ages: newborn to geriatric, so your whole family can be seen by one practice.

www.MPCP.com

•	Women’s	health

•	Men’s	health

•	Geriatric	care

•	Migraine	BOTOX®	Services

•	Cosmetic	BOTOX®	Services

SOON IT WILL BE

FOR YOUR AIR CONDITIONING
TOO HOT
TO GO OUT

RECEIVE UP TO

$1,700
  IN REBATES*

with the purchase of qualifying equipment!

OR

MD LIC# 16911, AA county # DJ-5647
Offer expires 6/14/2019.
*Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between March 11, 2019 to June 14, 2019. Qualifying items must be installed by June 21, 2019. Rebate claims (with proof of purchase) must be 
submitted (with proof of purchase) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com and approved no later than July 5, 2019. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Visa® prepaid debit card. Card is subject to 
terms and conditions found or referenced on card and expires 12 months after issuance. Conditions apply. See https://www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete rebate terms and 
conditions. **Offer available between March 11, 2019 and June 14, 2019. Requires purchase of qualifying system. Financing available to well-qualified buyers on approved credit. No down payment 
required. 6.99% APR for 120 months, with equal monthly payments. Normal late charges apply. Cannot be combined with any other promotional offer. Minimum loan amount $3,000. Maximum loan 
amount $40,000. You may prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms 
advertised are estimates only. See Truth in Lending disclosures available from lender for more information. 
© 2019 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses. 

FINANCE A NEW LENNOX® SYSTEM 
FOR AS LOW AS

$116 A MONTH!**

410-544-2606
BarstowHvac.com

Family owned and operated since 1980

Washington DC;lwelch;Barstow & Sons Heating and Cooling;B20680-442996;5.3942 x 10.5 -4c (19Sp-B1)

Service-19Sp-Batch1-4c.indd   18 2/20/19   9:33 AM

Garnett (2 for 3 with three 
RBIs) all had multi-hit days. 
Additional hits my Maurice 
Elder, Jordan Cann, 
Matthew Hawes, Logan 
Harris, Chris Kokoski and 
Andrew Biggers rounded 
out the Eagles’ overwhelming 
offensive output, while Cann 
earned the victory on the 
mound, allowing two earned 
runs on four hits and striking 
out eight in five innings.

Other wins throughout 
the season have highlighted 
Indian Creek’s strengths. 
Harris hit a solo home run 
on April 18 that lifted the 
team to a 1-0 victory over 
Concordia Prep, who the 
Eagles defeated in last year’s 
championship and who 
dealt Indian Creek its only 
conference loss this season, 
a 3-2 defeat on March 27. 
Seidleck pitched a no-hitter 
in a dominant 19-0 victory 
over St. Frances on April 8, 
striking out 12 and walking 
only one on 65 pitches.

Offensively, the exploits of 
Seidleck (.433 batting average, 
three home runs, 10 RBI, 
team-high 13 runs), Selmer 
(.433, 12 RBIs), Garnett (.467, 
12 RBIs, team-high 14 hits), 
Harris (.370) and Elder (.368, 
team-high 14 hits, 10 runs) 
jump off the page.

The pitching has been 
there, too. Selmer has a 
1.34 ERA in a team-high 26 
innings, while Elder has two 
wins, Cann has three wins, 
and Seidleck hasn’t allowed 
a run in 8.2 innings. They’ve 
accomplished a team ERA of 
2.063 almost entirely without 
Garnett, the towering 6-foot-
5 sophomore lefty ace and 
University of Maryland 
commit who has thrown only 
1.1 innings while working 
his way back from minor 
arm soreness, primarily just 

playing first base and batting. 
Garnett is returning fully to 
the rotation with the playoffs 
just near on the horizon.

“We’re getting a lot of good 
pitching,” said coach Selmer. 
“Maurice has really done 
well, Alex has pitched well, 
so our big-game pitchers are 
Maurice, Evan, Alex and then 
of course Travis.”

Depending on who’s 
pitching, the players’ 
versatility allows them to star 
in multiple roles. Harris has 
excelled as the team’s catcher, 
while Selmer plays multiple 
infield spots, Cann and Elder 
possess excellent speed and 
athleticism in the outfield, 
and Seidleck has fielded 
superbly at shortstop.

Add it all up, and Indian 
Creek’s ceiling lies above 
the opportunities that 
will be afforded them this 
season, when the Eagles 
can max out with another C 
Conference title.

Elder said the team just 
focuses on continuing to build 
on its success.

“This year we came in 
already knowing who we are 
and getting ready to play 
baseball every single day, 
and we’re tracking for the 
championship game while 

working on fundamentals,” 
Elder said.

Cann noted the program’s 
window is wide open not just 
with the current core, but 
also with the pipeline of kids 
coming in, many of whom 
train at Athletic Performance 
Inc., where coach Selmer is 
the baseball director.

“We’ve got really good 
freshmen coming in,” said 
Cann, a junior. “So we’re a 
young team, and we’re just 
getting better each day.”

Opponents, notably 
Concordia Prep, will probably 
have some say in whether 
Indian Creek fully executes 
the vision for this season, 
but as of late April the Eagles 
are established as favorites 
to win a second consecutive 
championship.

Said Evan Selmer, 
“Obviously this year the goal 
is to win the C Conference 
and then next year move up 
to the B Conference and make 
a solid record up there.”

He didn’t stop at just a solid 
record, and the program isn’t 
shy about stating its long-
term goals once promoted 
to the more competitive B 
Conference.

“The plan is to win it,” 
said Selmer.

Indian Creek Baseball Focused On Titles
 »Continued from B1

Photo by Colin Murphy

Alex Seidleck’s standout play at shortstop has been one of 
many bright spots for Indian Creek baseball this spring. 

BHS, SP Athletes Commit

Photos courtesy of Broadneck Athletics, Severna Park Athletics 

Broadneck High School celebrated a proud day on April 25 as a total of 20 student-athletes 
made their college commitments official at a signing-day ceremony on campus. Jack 
Alperstein (men’s swimming, McDaniel College), Luke Boone (men’s soccer, Roanoke), 
Carlos Coates (football, Moorpark College), Luke DelRosario (football, Merchant Marine 
Academy), Claire Flynn (women’s basketball, Goucher), Justin Fogt (football, Dickinson), 
Michael Garlington (wrestling, York College), Finn Garner (tennis, Navy), Louie Kerdock 
(men’s soccer, Frostburg), Matt McAllister (football, Wesley College), Robert McDonald 
(men’s lacrosse, Northern Vermont University), Sebastian Radovic (men’s lacrosse, 
Marymount University), Luis Rodriguez (football, Geneva College), Ethan Romito (men’s 
soccer, Robert Morris University), Romeo Simonds (football, Albright University), Dillon 
Smith (baseball, Chesapeake Community College), John Vaaler (men’s soccer, United States 
Coast Guard), T-Naejah Watts (football, Wesley College) and Bradley Zoellner (baseball, 
Chesapeake Community College) will all play their respective sports at the college level. At 
Severna Park, Emily Knight (track and field, Tennessee) and Julia Ryan (basketball, 
Marymount University) made their college commitments official in a ceremony on April 15.
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•	Open	24	hours
•	 2	Modern	Touch	Free	
Automatics

•	 5	Self	Service	
Wash	Bays

•	 Family	owned	and	
operated	since	1985

Severna
Park’s

Car Wash

2	Robinson	Road,	Severna	Park,	MD
mightyspray@gmail.com | 410-544-6868

JingYing.org   410-431-5200

1195 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd #6, Arnold, MD 21012
Intersection of B&A Blvd. and Old County Rd

Kung Fu & Tai Chi

Summer Camps
Now Enrolling

$25 off coupon (Expires 5/31/19)

Join us on Sunday, May 19 (2 pm) for a special  
tai chi workshop with renowned author and teacher

Master C.P. Ong. Details on our web site.

.

Over 25 Years Experience
 Free Local Pick-up & Delivery

8:30-5:00 Monday-Friday

8328 Veterans HWY Suite E, Millersville, MD

10%
Off
Any Service

Expires June 1, 2019

Hiring Benefit Counselor Positions
• Full-time, Part-Time, Internships, and Seasonal positions available 

• Entry level. No prior experience required 
• Training is provided 

•Advancement and Growth Opportunities after 1st year

Matthew Evans - Chief Executive Officer
D: 410.793.4237 | C: 443.463.9799 | F: 410.737.1620

Matthew.Evans@MWEPartnership.com

1344 Ashton Rd. Ste 200, Hanover, MD 21076
www.mwepartnership.com

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.

Thank You for Voting us
Best Orthodontic Practice

in Severna Park

9 Consecutive 
years!

www.orthowright.com • 410-544-0072
479 Jumpers Hole Rd.,

Suite 203 Severna Park, MD 21146

Call to schedule your Personal Listening Demonstration with our Doctors Of Audiology

410-672-1244
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A 

Severna Park
www.hearsolutions.comDr. Robinson Dr. Kostkowski Dr. Lilly 

Call and make an appointment for your complimentary 
hearing screening with one of our Audiologists today!

Better Hearing Means 
Better Overall Wellness

1234 Any Street
Suite 100, 
Town, State 12345

800-123-4567
www.websitegoeshere.com

We have our 
teeth and eyes 
checked regularly, but 
what about our ears?

Everyone over the age 
of 55 should have their 
hearing checked as part 
of an overall wellness 
program. 

Think about all you 
gain when you have 
your hearing 
checked.

HEAR EVERYTHING. 
Some forms of hearing 

loss are subtle or only 
occur in certain 

situations; make 
sure you can hear 
all the sounds of 
your life.

REMAIN 
STEADY 
ON YOUR 
FEET.
Beyond 

hearing, 
our ears 

are a key 
contributor 

to our balance 
— when they are 

affected negatively 
incidents of falling increase.

COMMUNICATE 
EFFECTIVELY.

Your hearing enables 
you to understand 

and communicate 
complex ideas, 

passing thoughts, 
and jokes  
every day. 

BE (AND 
STAY) HAPPY! 

Those who 
participate 
in a hearing 

screening and 
improve hearing 

health increase 
their quality of life and 

decrease their risk of 
depression.

We have our 

HEAR EVERYTHING. 
Some forms of hearing 

hearing, 

POSTPONE DEMENTIA.
Your ears can identify frequency, pitch, location, and many other details 
instantly — the better they work, the sharper your mind is likely to be.

By Judy Tacyn

Baseball and softball 
Opening Day ceremonies 
in Maryland are as 
unpredictable as the 
Orioles’ season, and they 
often succumb to the ever-
changing Maryland weather. 
League commissioners 
are always at the mercy of 
April showers. Luckily for 
the nearly 900 players in 
the Greater Severna Park 
Athletic Association who 
anxiously awaited the kickoff 
the Green Hornets’ 70th 
year on Saturday, April 6, at 
Kinder Farm Park, Mother 
Nature decided not to deliver 
the fans a curveball.

“We plan Opening Day 
each year knowing there 
is a 50/50 chance we could 
possibly be rained out, 
snowed out or simply 
frozen out,” said Michael 
Phillips, Green Hornets 
baseball commissioner. 
“This past Saturday, we were 
blessed with what I believe 
might have been the most 
beautiful weather we have 
experienced on Opening 
Day in the past 10 years.”

Opening Day is filled with 
decades-long tradition. 
The annual parade of 
teams and banner contest 
was spectacular, and the 
Wild Pitch, Hit & Run 
competition was made extra 
special for the kids because 
they were escorted by 
Severna Park High School 
players from the varsity and 
junior varsity softball and 
baseball teams.

The annual Wild Pitch, 
Hit, & Run effort is 

coordinated by the Wild 
family in memory of their 
son, Taylor Wild, a former 
Marine and Severna Park 
High School baseball player.

“We had about 140 youth 
players compete in the Wild 
Pitch, Hit & Run. We are so 
proud every year to keep a 
connection to Green Hornets 
and Severna Park baseball 
and softball,” Betz Wild 
said. “So many memorable 
moments in Taylor’s life 
happened while playing 
sports. As a big brother, 
Taylor was always good to his 
siblings, Griffin and Libby. 
The high school players did 
a great honor to Taylor by 
showing the youth players 
kindness and encouragement. 
We are so thankful to the 
high school coaches for 
helping to make this a great 

event for everyone!”
Now in her first year at 

the helm of Green Hornets 
softball, commissioner 
Christina Young had the 
perfect way to honor Eddie 
Proulx — a former Green 
Hornets baseball player 
whose life was tragically 
cut short on March 1, 2019 
— while highlighting an 
up-and-coming pitching 
standout, Lydia Proulx.

“Opening Day was an 
amazing first experience 
for me as commissioner,” 
Young said. “The highlight 
of my morning was 
watching my own daughter, 
Megan Young, catch the 
first pitch thrown by Lydia 
Proulx, who stood perfectly 
confident on the mound and 
nailed her underarm pitch 
straight to home plate. The 

sound from the crowd’s 
cheers are still echoing 
in my ears days later. It 
truly was an amazing 
moment for all.”

Lydia is wearing her 
brother’s No. 43 in his honor 
this season.

The occasion was also 
special for Michael Phillips, 
a Severna Park native who 
can remember four decades 
ago standing in line at 
Severna Park Middle School 
with his mother while 
waiting to register for Green 
Hornets baseball.

“It is an honor for me to 
play a small part in carrying 
on the now 70-year-old 
vision of Harvey Garcelon, 
who formed the first Green 
Hornets teams back in 1949. 
As baseball commissioner, 
I hold the bragging rights 

to overseeing the longest 
standing Green Hornets 
sport,” Michael Phillips said.

“I’ve now come full circle 
in the Green Hornets 
program as a player, father 
of sons who played Green 
Hornets sports and are now 
in high school, coach and 
administrator,” Phillips 
continued. “My guess is 
there were a few hundred 
kids in the baseball program 
when I first played. Our 
program has grown to more 
than 760 players in the 
spring who play America’s 
favorite pastime and more 
than 350 players who join 
us again when autumn rolls 
around for fall baseball.”

The parade of teams 
proudly walked behind their 
banners down the asphalt 
path at Kinder, through 
the “tunnel of brotherhood 
and sisterhood” formed 
by the Severna Park High 
School baseball and softball 
players. They went out 
onto the 90-inch baseball 
diamond, filling the infield 
three rows deep with 
teams. Michael Phillips was 
struck by the emotional 
tradition and strong sense 
of community.

“As I stood on the mound 
and looked around at all the 
Green Hornets and Severna 
Park High School baseball 
and softball players and 
coaches circling the infield, 
I was overwhelmed be the 
realization that baseball is 
not only a game but a sport 
that binds communities, 
families and friends like 
none other,” he said.

Grayson Phillips and 

Colin Gillespie presented 
the Maryland and United 
States flags as part of Boy 
Scout Troop 450 before 
Cameron White, a freshman 
at Archbishop Spalding, 
sang the national anthem. 
Then, commissioners Young 
and Phillips stood on the 
pitcher’s mound and jointly 
shouted what everyone 
came to hear: “play ball!”

Opening Day Home Run Kicks Off Green Hornets’ 70th Anniversary

Photos by Judy Tacyn

Nearly 900 players in the Greater Severna Park Athletic Association attended the kickoff for 
the Green Hornets’ 70th year on Saturday, April 6, at Kinder Farm Park.

What Coaches 
Said About 

Opening Day
“I am just honored to 

be a small part of such 
a great tradition. The 
Green Hornets is such a 
wonderful organization 
for so many kids, 
including my own, over 
the years. I would like 
to thank the Green 
Hornets for including 
the Severna Park High 
School baseball team in 
the festivities.”
Eric Milton, SPHS 
Varsity Baseball 
Head Coach

“I always look forward 
to the Green Hornets 
Opening Day because it 
brings back lots of great 
memories while raising 
my own children. In 
representing Severna 
Park High School as a 
coach, I enjoy bringing 
my team each year and 
seeing them interacting 
with the young kids.”
Dave Ferris, SPHS 
Junior Varsity 
Baseball Head Coach
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Providing Legal Services To 
Condominiums, Community 
Associations, and Cooperatives 
Throughout Maryland and 
the District of Columbia

Our Services Include: Education and Training, 
Document Creation and Amendment, Government 
and Legal Opinions, Dispute Resolution and Covenant 
Enforcement Litigation, Developer Issues and General 
Litigation, Insurance and Contracts, and Collections

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D
Severna Park, Maryland 21146
bfellner@flslawyer.com
443-906-0117
www.FLSlawyer.com

Kyndle Quinones | Branch Manager
NMLS# 156081

443.519.2391 office
 443.254.0381 cell

ksquinones@primeres.com 
kq4u.com 

PRMI NMLS: 3094. PRMI is an Equal Housing Lender. DISCLAIMER: Some products and services may not be available in all states. Credit and 
collateral are subject to approval. Terms and conditions apply. This is not a commitment to lend. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are 
subject to change without notice. Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation, Commissioner of Financial Regulations, #5511. 
489 Ritchie Highway, Suite 201, Severna Park, MD 21146.

Congratulations Graduates!

Thank you for voting us 
Best Ophthalmology Practice 

in Severna Park!

410-975-0090
www.RutzenEye.com 

489 Ritchie Hwy  Severna Park

Thank you for voting us 

5 2 2- A  RI TC H I E  H W Y
S E VE R NA  PA R K
4 10 . 5 4 4 . 4 0 0 5

ZACHARYSJEWELERS.COM

THANK YOU
TO THE ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY

5TH GRADERS
WHO ENTERED OUR MOTHER’S DAY

JEWELRY DESIGN CONTEST!

Now in its eighth year, the contest encourages local 
elementary school students to design a special piece 
of jewelry for their mom. And while there will only  be 

three official winners, everyone is a winner.

“It’s a great time.
Even the kids who don’t win 

are grateful. They put so much 
thought into the designs. It 

teaches them what it’s like to 
give something that comes 

from the heart.”
Erica Christian,

Zachary’s Jewelry Designer

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The Severna Park girls 
lacrosse team kept its 
exceptional season rolling 
against its rival on April 
12, turning a tight game at 
halftime into a thorough win 
by defeating Broadneck 14-7.

The Falcons received a 
game-high five goals from 
Hunter Chadwick, who 
also had two assists, as well 
as hat-tricks by Julia Putzi 
and Haley Betch in subduing 
Broadneck and remaining 
undefeated at 7-0.

Alex Miller, Maddy Brady 
and Cam Chew added goals 
for Severna Park, which got 
stout play from its defense 
in limiting Broadneck to 
three goals in the first half 
and four in the second. Chew 
led the Falcons with four 
ground balls.

Chadwick said a week of 
preparation translated to 
performance on game day.

“We work on a lot of 

footwork of defense, and 
then we work on getting 
big and moving the ball 
and keeping our head up 
and making sure we have 
outlet passes when we get 
doubled, because that’s 
where we’ve struggled and 
sometimes lose the ball,” 
said Chadwick, a senior. 
“We’ve been working really 
hard on getting the outlet 
and hitting the open girl.”

It yielded positives 
for Severna Park (7-0) 
on a rainy afternoon at 
Broadneck (4-3). The teams 
battled throughout a low-
scoring first half, and the 
Falcons led 5-3 at halftime.

That’s when Severna Park 
began to pull away. The 
Falcons led 7-5 early in the 
second when they called 
timeout and focused their 
efforts. Chadwick gave 
Severna Park some breathing 
room with a superb individual 
effort, dodging through two 
defenders and shoveling 
a goal beneath Broadneck 

goalie Devon McCue to make 
it 8-5 with under 15 to play. 
Putzi followed with a goal 
to make it 9-5. The Bruins’ 
Sammy Dupcak converted 
a nice feed from behind the 
goal by Olivia Abe, one-
timing her shot in to make it 
9-6. Dupcak led Broadneck 
with three goals, while Alexis 
Sullivan had two and Abe 
and Kaala Puglisi had one 
each. McCue saved nine shots.

Putzi got it right back for 
Severna Park, as Chadwick 
found her in front of net, 
and Putzi top-shelfed it for 
a 10-6 lead. Putzi secured 
her hat trick moments later, 
fortuitously corralling an 
errant pass, circling the net 
and slotting it low for an 
11-6 lead.

On the other end, Delaney 
Ott saw Puglisi’s shot 
the whole way on a brief 

Broadneck possession, 
saving it and getting the 
ball back for the Falcons. 
Ott made five saves.

Chadwick’s free-position 
goal, her fourth of the 
game, extended Severna 
Park’s lead to 12-6. Another 
free-position shot under 
four minutes gave her five 
for the game and all but 
sealed Severna Park’s win 
with a 13-6 lead. Dupcak 
scored late, but the Falcons 
killed a couple minute of 
clock on their offensive end 
before Chadwick assisted to 
Betch for the final score.
Bruins coach Katy Kelley 

said Broadneck made 
some plays but regretted 
its mistakes.

“I thought the girls 
fought hard and did some 
very good things to slow 
down a very talented team,” 
Kelley said. “We need to 
minimize our own unforced 
errors and capitalize on our 
opportunities. It was an 
intense, hard-fought game.”

Severna Park coach 
Kaitlyn Hines was 
particularly proud of the 
defense, as the Falcons’ core 
unit of Ott, Kate Bray, Kaila 
Stasuli, Rachel Spilker and 
Sophie Grazioli swarmed 
and contained Broadneck’s 
talented attackers.

“I’m really proud of them,” 
said Hines. “They’re that 
solid, defensive set that I 
don’t have to worry as much 
about down there. They 
always know when to slide 
and how to slide. The big 
thing for us is stepping out, 
pushing off the [8-yard line] 
some and to cause those 
turnovers and those knock-
downs, so we really look to 
capitalize on that. Not to 
mention, my defense is one of 
the fastest I’ve ever seen. So I 
can trust that when they get 
the ball they are just going to 
take off down the field, so it’s 
good to have down there.”

The Falcons remain in the 
driver’s seat for top region 
seeding at 13-0.

Park Girls Turn It On In Second Half, Defeat Broadneck 14-7

Photo by Colin Murphy

All smiles after defeating Broadneck, Severna Park remains 
undefeated entering the final week of April.
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By Monica Resa

Broadneck High School 
senior and soon-to-
be-graduate Dean 

Kyle recently reached Eagle 
Scout status for a project he 
finished in 2016, a project 
that brought music to many 
people’s ears.

“The reason I wanted to 
improve the field for my Eagle 
Scout project was because I 
saw a need,” he explained. 
“Mr. [Matt] Heist, my band 
director, was having trouble 
seeing the marching band 
during practices because of 
the brush on the hillside. He, 
also, was constantly dropping 
his stuff off the ledge of the 
staircase because there was 
nothing at the top to hold it. 
My project hasn’t helped the 
marching band as much as it 
has helped Mr. Heist because 
he can give us instructions 
and actually see the band to 
see if we’re following them 
correctly.”

Kyle cleared the hillside to 
make the field more visible, 
fixed the staircase so it was 
safe to traverse, and installed 
a music stand at the top so 
his band director would have 
a place to keep his stuff.

Kyle loves both music 
and scouting.

“Being part of the march-
ing band has been one of the 
best experiences of my life,” 
he shared. “The things we can 
accomplish as a group after 
months of practice is simply 
mind-blowing, and being 
an Eagle Scout has been one 
of the biggest payoffs in my 
entire life.”

Kyle was a Boy Scout 
for seven years. Being an 
Eagle Scout, he said, has 
introduced him to countless 
opportunities.

“Employers and colleagues 
will see that I am an Eagle 
Scout, and because of that, 

Dean Kyle Hits The Right Note
With Eagle Scout Project

By Zach Sparks 
zach@pasadenavoice.com

Severn School students 
were treated to an atypi-
cal lesson on April 22 as 

they were regaled with tales of 
Abraham Lincoln as a profes-
sional wrestler, Abigail Adams 
as a Caribbean pirate, and the 
reckless Benedict Arnold, who, 
as the kids learned, was a hero 
before he was a traitor.

Those tales came courtesy 
of author Steve Sheinkin, who 
traveled from New York to 
speak with students about his 
books and the writing process.

Before meeting with middle-
schoolers, Sheinkin addressed 
the Lower School. He talked 
about making comic books, 
producing a “total flop” of a 
film and rebounding to become 
a successful author.

A former textbook writer, he 
also discussed fascinating his-
torical figures, like Sarah Ed-
monds and Loreta Velazquez. 
Both women dressed as men 
during the Civil War, acting as 

soldiers and spies for the Union 
Army and Confederate Army, 
respectively.

Students beamed at the 
story of Benedict Arnold, who 

Author Steve Sheinkin 
visited Severn School on 
April 22 to share quirky 
historical tales and to talk 
about his writing process.

Dean Kyle (pictured above left) cleared the Broadneck High 
hillside to make the field more visible, fixed the staircase so it 
was safe to traverse, and installed a music stand at the top 
so his band director would have a place to keep his stuff.

Time Twisters: 
Author Educates 

Severn School Students 
About The Past

 
 

By Maya Pottiger

Over the summer, a 
group of parents 
and teachers met at 

Severna Park Elementary to 
create a new book club.

The school’s previous book 
club, the Black Eyed Susan 
Book Club, was not meeting 
the needs of students, and it 
needed to be revamped.

Now, the Bobcat Book Club 
is wrapping up its inaugural 
year. The new book club chal-
lenges students to read four 
books in the first marking 
period, and six books in both 

the second and third marking 
periods. Students are allowed 
a lot of choices: choices in what 
they read and choices in how 
they prove they read the book.

“Reading is so important 
with our kids, and keeping 
them interested and allowing 
them choices makes them 

want to read more,” said 
Melissa Connelly, the school’s 
media specialist, who helped 
create the book club. “When 
there’s not a lot of choice, they 
tend to do just what they have 
to and be done with it.”

Margaret Sullivan, whose 
children attend SPES, is a 

graduate student 
at the University of 
Maryland and has done 

research on reading groups 
and what motivates kids. 
Sullivan was part of the team 
that met over the summer to 
create the club.

“I wanted to be part of it 
when they were expanding 
beyond just reading for the 
numbers,” Sullivan said. “It’s 
important to associate reading 
with an intrinsically good 

feeling and the enjoyment 
part, not neces-

sarily a physical reward.”
After reading a book, stu-

dents have a “menu of options” 
to show they read it, Connelly 
said. They can have a lunch 
bunch with a teacher or parent 
volunteer to discuss the book; 
draw a scene or alternate book 
cover; or even write a diary 
entry, among other options.

“It’s a fun time that has a 
reading aspect to it,” Sullivan 
said. “We wanted to do more 
stuff like that.”

The program is optional for 
students. Roughly 40 to 
60 students participate 

each marking period. 
Those who complete the 

program are rewarded at the 
end of the marking period, 

usually with extra recess. 
Those who completed all three 
marking periods will be treat-
ed to a field trip to the Severna 
Park Library, which will have 
an escape room based on one 
of the novels students read 
this year.

“I was super excited [to win] 
because a lot of time went into 

The SPES Bobcat Book Club Earns Crystal Apple Award

As part of the Bobcat Book Club, students can create alternate book covers or draw 
scenes from the book to prove they read it. Severna Park Elementary students 
received medals for completing all three marking periods of the Bobcat Book Club.

 »Continued on B14 »Continued on B16

By Maya Pottiger

Pasadena Elementary now 
has two brightly-colored 
structures in its outdoor 

sensory garden: a xylophone 
and an abacus.

Jack Whittington, a senior 
at Severna Park High School, 
installed the structures for his 
Eagle Scout project.

“I always try to help out 
whenever I can,” Whitting-

ton said. “It feels good to 
give something back to the 
community.”

Whittington chose Pasa-
dena Elementary because 
his mom used to work at 
the school. He spoke with 
Principal Jennifer Quirino 
to determine what addition 
would be most beneficial.

“We’re looking to develop 
that area and add more each 
year,” Quirino said. “I was 

approached by Jack, and we 
offered him a couple different 
options for projects, and that 
was the one he selected.”

The structures provide 
more tactile and visual equip-
ment to the playground, 
Quirino said.

Whittington spent roughly 
six months working on the 
two structures. He had to 
special-order the pipes from a 

“Leader And Friend” Jack Whittington 
Completes Eagle Scout Project

Jack Whittington, a senior at Severna Park High School, completed his Eagle Scout project by 
installing two structures at Pasadena Elementary School’s sensory garden.
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By Judy Tacyn

The Anne Arundel 
County Council of 
PTAs has selected 

Severna Park High School’s 
Sophia Dutton for its Phoe-
be Apperson Hearst Schol-
arship, which is presented 
to students who exhibit the 
council’s core values of be-
ing a successful and produc-
tive learner and citizen, 
with skills in leadership, 
participation, involvement 
and scholarship.

“When I heard about the 
scholarship, I knew that it 
would be a great opportuni-
ty to help offset the cost of 
college for my family,” said 
Dutton. “But most impor-
tantly, I felt as though this 
scholarship’s values aligned 
with what I valued through-
out high school as well.”

The namesake of this 
scholarship, Phoebe Apper-
son Hearst, was a remark-

able 
women’s 
suffragist, 
philan-
thropist, 
and one 
of the 
nation’s 
most 
generous 
advo-

cates of learning in the 
1800s, Dutton explained. 
“I am honored to have been 
selected for this scholarship 
as I advance into a tradi-
tionally male-dominated 
STEM field,” she added.

Dutton was a four-
year, two-sport athlete at 
SPHS in swimming and 
cross country. She played 
cello (first chair), and was 
a member of the SPHS 
Leadership Institute, and 
participated in several 
honor societies. She vol-
unteered at Anne Arundel 
Medical Center, and for her 

Leadership Senior Cap-
stone project, she worked 
with Sarah’s House to help 
children celebrate their 
birthdays. She also tutors 
students in Japanese and 
plays cello to raise money 
for amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis (ALS) research.

Additionally, she complet-
ed an internship in the radi-
ation oncology department 
at Johns Hopkins Hospital. 
For the last 11 years, she’s 
played the piano.

“I’m so thankful for the 
support I’ve received from 
AACCPTA for my college 
education,” Dutton said. “As 
with most families, college 
is a big financial commit-
ment. Having this sort of 
support and recognition for 
my education means a lot.”

Dutton will attend Wash-
ington University in St. 
Louis to study neuroscience 
on a pre-med track with a 

Falcon Scholar-Athlete 
Earns Prestigious Award

 »Continued on B13

Sophia Dutton

 »Continued on B16
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indiancreekschool.org

VISIT INDIAN CREEK!
Call to schedule your tour today:

UPPER SCHOOL 
(Grades 7-12)

1130 Anne Chambers Way, Crownsville
410-849-5151

INDIAN CREEK STUDENTS
MAKE THE WORLD BETTER.

Indian Creek is a community that transforms children, 
from Pre-K 3 - Grade 12, into young adults who exhibit
 curiosity, optimism, perseverance, and a desire to 
have a positive impact on the world around them.

Check 
out our 

2019 
Summer 

Camp
Programs!

   

LOWER SCHOOL 
(Pre-K3 - Grade 6)

680 Evergreen Road, Crownsville
410-923-3660

Striking Fun 
In Your Spare Time!

4 Free GameS
UP TO FOUr Free GameS!

When an identical number of games are 
purchased at regular rates.

Limit one coupon per visit per group. Valid only when open play lanes 
are available. Not redeemable for“Galaxy Bowl.” Valid at Annapolis 

Bowl, Greenway Bowl & Severna Park Lanes. Expires 06/01/2019. SPV

Pizza, Pins & Pepsi
$69.95

Per lane for all this fun.
Over $99 value! Limited to available lanes.

2 hours, shoe rentals, large cheese pizza, pitcher of soda for up
to 6 people per lane for one value-bowl price.

Valid at Annapolis Bowl, Greenway Bowl & Severna Park Lanes 
through 06/01/2019 When lanes are available.  Not redeem-

able during “Galaxy Bowl.” Can not be combined withany other 
offer. Limit one coupon per visit per group, per day. SPV

Greenway Bowl
10 Pin

8246 Telegraph Rd. 
Odenton, MD

410-551-7100
GoBowlingOdenton.com

S
ev

er
na Park Lanes

“Come join the FUN!”

Severna Park Lanes
Duck Pin & 10 Pin
840 Ritchie Hwy

Severna Park, MD
410-647-0811

GoBowlingSevernaPark.com

annapolis Bowl
10 Pin

2057 General’s Hwy 
Annapolis, MD

410-266-0700
GoBowlingAnnapolis.com

Celebrate Your Birthday with us. 
Reserve a Party Today!

Fun Short Season Summer Programs Now Forming
all ages and abilities Welcomed!! Call Today!

Each month, the Severna 
Park Voice poses a question 

to a local fifth-grade class. 
This month, students from 
Mr. Fell’s class at Broadneck 
Elementary School answered 
the question:

If you could be 
any movie char-
acter, who would 
you be and why?
I would be Wonder Woman. 
I think this because she’s 
strong and determined. 
Wonder Woman is a great 
role model for young girls.
Reese Antaran

I would be Rocket the Rac-
coon from “Guardians of 
the Galaxy.” I would be him 
because he’s funny. Also 
because he is small and he 
has his own spaceship.
Alex Barrett

I would be Princess Ariel. 
I have always wanted to be 
a princess. Also, I love to 
explore new areas.
Samantha Beltran

I would be Alex from “Wiz-
ards of Waverly Place: The 
Movie.” I would want to be 
her because she’s pretending 
to be a wizard and you can 
use any spell to get what-
ever you want. She is also 
my choice because her life 

is really enthusiastic, so I’ll 
never be bored.
Jadyn Betts

I would be Pele from the 
documentary on Netflix 
because the story of Pele’s 
life is amazing. He grew 
up without a penny in his 
pocket and used a bundle 
of socks to make a ball. His 
perseverance and deter-
mination overcame his 
hardships and helped him 
become one of the greatest 
soccer players of all time.
Hadley Crooks

I would be Thanos because 
I can control anything and 
destroy the world in one 

snap. Another reason is that 
he is feared and powerful.
Brady Dement

I would be Dustin from 
“Stranger Things.” I would 
be him because he does a 
lot of epic things and he is 
funny. He is also my favorite 
character from the show.
Jackson Fisk

I would be Deadpool because 
he is really funny.
Christopher Frost

I would be Spongebob 
because everybody loves 
Spongebob and I could 
work at the Krusty Krab 
and I could be friends 

with Patrick.
Javier Guerrero

I would Thanos because I 
could be unstoppable and 
nobody could hurt me. I 
would also be able to go to 
different places and col-
lect rings.
Alijah Hawkins

I would be Hazel from 
“Dolphin Tale.” I would be 
her because I love dolphins 
and she gets to swim and be 
around them constantly.
Talia Keithley

I would be the mom from 
“Jaws,” Ellen. I would be her 
because of the crazy adven-

ture she went through. Her 
husband went to kill a 
Great White and her son 
almost got killed by it.
Mia Lang

I would be the Black 
Panther because no 
weapon can penetrate 
the suit. Another reason 
is he or she has superhu-
man speed, strength 
and instinct.
Marcel Madison

I would be Thanos. I 
would be him because he 
has a whole army. I would 

also choose him because 
the powers he has are 
super cool.
Callan Marchant

I would be Spongebob from 
the movie “Sponge Out Of 
Work.” I would be Sponge-
bob because he’s funny, he 
can do whatever he wants 
and he can eat a lot of sugar.
Mallory McGowan

I would be the Cheshire Cat. 
One reason is that I can 
do an evil laugh like him. 
Another reason is that I love 
anything to do with cats.
Karlee Moxley

I would be Thor. This is be-
cause he’s a god, so I would 
live forever. Also, he’s super 
powerful because he’s the 
only one who actually really 
hurt Thanos. Last, no one 
can steal my stuff if I put my 
hammer on it.
Nick Nelson

I would be Clark Griswold 
from “Christmas Vacation.” 
I chose this because he is 
funny and overachieves 
with Christmas lights. Also, 
he has a hilarious uncle who 
owns an RV.
Gabriel Noon

I would be Ant Man because 
he can shrink his body! He is 
strong and it would be cool 
to shrink.
Zachary Ravello-Arceo

I would be Thanos because if 
I had math homework that 
I didn’t want to do, I could 
destroy all of it before the 
teacher passes it out. Also, I 
could have a cool glove with 
space rocks.
Gavin Richards

I would be the character Will 
Ferrell played in “Daddy’s 
Home 2.” I would be this 
character because Will Fer-
rell is my favorite actor and 
because he is funny.
Michael Rohm

I would be Superman be-
cause he has a lot of different 
superpowers. I would use 
those powers to help other 
people. I would also protect 
the country from crime.
Logan Sabo

I would be Moana because I 
love the ocean and her pig. 
I also would want to be her 
because of her silly chicken.
Callie Schlude

I would be Violet from “The 
Incredibles.” She’s a shy girl 
who fights crime! She can 
turn invisible and has a 
force field.
Allana Segree

I would be Rapunzel from 
“Tangled.” I would be her 
because she has beautiful 
long hair and she’s allowed 
to walk barefoot. Also, she 
has a handsome prince to 
save her from that mean 
witch. That would be so cool 
to go on fun adventures 
as Rapunzel.
Anabelle Segree

I would be Ash Ketchum 
from the Pokémon movies. I 
choose this because I wanna 
be the very best like no one 
ever was. … Also because I 
would love to see the Poké-
mon world in Ash’s humor-
ous point of view.
Gautham Thangaavel

I would be Hiccup Haddock 
because he is cool. Also, he 
rides dragons. Last, he is a 
lot like me.
Cooper Treacy

I would be Quicksilver be-
cause he’s super fast. Also I’d 
be able to slow time. That’s 
why I want to be Quicksilver.
Drew Van Allen

Mr. Fell’s fifth-grade class answered the question, “If you could be any movie character, who would you be and why?”

Broadneck Elementary School

Question 
of the month
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By Judy Tacyn

A drowsy Alice has been 
falling through a rabbit hole 
and into a fantasy world for 
more than 150 years, delight-
ing audiences every time. On 
Saturday, May 18, the drama 
club of Severna Park Elemen-
tary School will bring Alice’s 
adventures to life once again 
in “Alice in Wonderland Jr.,” an 
adaptation of Lewis Carroll’s 
1865 novel.

By now, audiences know 
Alice will follow the white rab-
bit down his rabbit hole only 
to end up in an odd hallway of 
doors. Director Atticus Boidy 
said, “While audiences can 
expect a very ensemble-heavy 
show with great humor and 
crazy characters, I have defi-
nitely taken some innovating 
staging choices and also did a 
lot of gender-neutral casting.”

Fifth-grader Emery Day 
believes her character, the 
disheveled and quirky Mad 
Hatter, will be the audience’s 
favorite. “I just love to play the 

Mad Hatter,” Emery said. “He’s 
funny and sarcastic and so fun 
to act out.”

Elsa Webster enjoys play-
ing her character, the Queen 
of Hearts, because she uses 
her full vocal range and has a 
lot of fun with the part. The 
fifth-grader practices her lines 
at home by reading them with 

her sister.
Auditions were held in 

January and practices started 
in early February. The young 
thespians have dedicated hours 
for practice before and after 
school and even on weekends. 
Boidy said the cast has four 
rehearsals a week and is work-
ing hard on the music, dances 
and blocking.

Jane Honeywell, a fifth-
grader, plays the lead, Alice. 
“Alice is fun to play because 
she’s curious and interesting,” 
Jane said. She added that she is 
constantly practicing her lines 
with her mom and has all of 
the music stored on her phone 
so she can listen and practice 
her songs.

“The kids are doing amaz-
ing!” exclaimed Boidy. “This is 
my second year with SPES, so I 
have worked with some of the 
cast members before, but most 
of them are new faces. I am so 

proud of all of them, especially 
the ones who are trying theater 
out for the first time.”

Violet Thompson is 
already a seasoned veteran of 
SPES musicals and Theatre 
in the Park, and she’s only in 
fifth grade. Violet plays the 
Caterpillar.

“I just love the theater,” said 
Violet enthusiastically. “I love 
‘Alice in Wonderland’ and I 
cannot wait to join the Severna 
Park Middle School Stage Com-
pany next year.”

Violet’s brother, Garrett 
Thompson, plays the Dodo 
bird. Garrett is a fourth-grader 
following in his sister’s acting 
footsteps yet making his pres-
ence known as the cheerful 
yet absent-minded character. 
Having a partner to read lines 
with at home is great, but 
Garrett said he likes to practice 
his songs by listening to and 
singing along with his CDs in 
his basement.

Emmy Wright is a fifth-
grader who plays small Alice, a 
part she enjoys because of the 
amount of singing and dancing 
she gets to do onstage. “Alice in 
Wonderland Jr.” is just her sec-
ond musical, but she’s hooked 
on acting.

“I enjoy watching the kids 
discover talents they never 
knew they had,” Boidy said. “I 
also love learning from them 
and being challenged to work 
harder to make sure they have 
the best show possible.”

To purchase tickets visit 
www.tututix.com/client/sever-
naparkelementaryschool. There 
are just two shows, so purchase 
tickets before it’s sold out.

Severna Park Elementary Will Mystify 
Audiences With “Alice In Wonderland Jr.”

Photo by Judy Tacyn

The cast of “Alice in Wonderland Jr.” has four rehearsals a 
week and is working hard on music, dances and blocking.

 

562B Ritchie highway | seveRna paRk, md | 410.647.6742 | www.shopthecottage.com

best gift shop!
RUNNeR-Up
*best hoMe DÉCoR
*best oveRall CUstoMeR seRviCe
*best plaCe to WoRK

enewton SPARtInA HAtLeY

VeRA 
BRADLeY

DÉCoR & 
GIFtS

toMS

SIMPLY 
SoUtHeRn

BRIGHton

 @shopthecottagesp

KenDRA 
SCott

Your Mother’s DaY Gift Destination!
summeR houRs - mon & tues: 10am to 6pm, wed, thuRs & FRi: 10am to 8pm, sat: 10am to 6pm, sun: 12pm to 4pm

Thank you for voting us *

Did You Know That Your Favorite Gift Shop Also Sells Apparel?!

Sarah in her favorite 

Mahi Gold dress and 

Hobo handbag!

shop onLine!  shopthecottage.com  

410-544-2476 380 Jumpers Hole Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

Maryland State Department of Education approved
curriculum for Nursery School and Kindergarten

Nursery School - Child Care - Pre-K - Before & After Care - Summer 

Kindergarten Full Day (Early Admission Option)
Talented & Gifted Programs

Registering now for 
Summer and Fall.

Call to schedule a tour.

• Childcare Age 2
• Nursery School for Age 3

• Pre-K for Age 4
• Kindergarten for Age 5

• Before & After Care - Thru Age 7

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146 | 410-647-9400
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com | www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice |  @SPVoice

GoinG out toniGht? 
not sure where to eat? Let the Voice help!

In June, the Severna Park Voice will publish 
a special Dining Guide, featuring information 

on all your favorite restaurants in Anne 
Arundel County. There will also be plenty of 

discounts, deals and coupons included.
If you’d like to have your business featured in 
this exclusive publication, call 410-647-9400.

Japanese minor.
“SPHS is truly a place 

that encourages academic 
excellence. I’ve had some 
amazing teachers and 
friends who have sup-
ported me through music, 
sports and academics,” 
Dutton added. “I feel 
prepared for new chal-
lenges of college thanks 
to how I’ve grown as a 
person at SPHS.

“I believe that cost 

should never be a barrier 
to a college education,” 
Dutton continued. “Go-
ing into senior year, I was 
pleasantly surprised to see 
how many scholarships I 
could apply for, especially 
local ones from this area. 
Backed by a such a sup-
porting community, it’s 
100 percent possible to 
earn much-needed awards 
to help fund your college 
goals. You just have to 
reach out and look.”

Falcon Scholar-Athlete 
Earns Prestigious Award
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SPMS Festival Band Is 
Off To State Competition

By Jillian Amodio

After excelling at the 
county level, Severna Park 
Middle School’s festival band 
is now headed to states. The 
festival band is led by band 
and orchestra director Randy 
Norris. Norris has been with 
Anne Arundel County for 28 
years, 24 of which have been 
spent with Severna Park 
Middle School.

The festival band features 
a select group of students 
chosen through an audition 
process to become part of the 
competition team. It is made 
up of about 76 members. There 
are a few sixth-graders who 
earned themselves a spot in 
their first year; however, the 
majority of members are in 
the seventh and eighth grade.

The Maryland State Band 
Festival, held on May 6, will 
showcase the talents of the 
band members. All bands in 
attendance have excelled at 
the county level, earning them 
a spot in states. Being a mem-
ber of the festival band takes 
intense focus and dedication 
from each student chosen. In 
preparation for competitions, 
the group practices twice a 
week either before or after 
school, and each member has 
a dedicated home practice 
schedule. Each student of-
fered a seat in festival band is 
required to sign a contract say-
ing that he or she understands 
the commitment needed to 
be involved. In addition to 
honing their musical talents, 
students learn valuable les-
sons pertaining to dedication, 
commitment and teamwork.

“We are, in fact, a team,” 
Norris said. “Instead of 
jerseys, we wear tuxedos, 
but this is very much a team 

effort.” The pieces selected for 
performance by the festival 
band are typically more com-
plex than those frequently 
used for school concerts and 
in the classroom setting. 
Therefore, practice, dedica-
tion and talent are needed 
from each member for the 
group to be a success.

At the state level, about 
50 bands are expected to be 
in attendance. While not 
technically competing against 
one another, each band has 
its sights set on achieving 
a superior rating from the 
judges. After a brief warmup 
period, each band will play 
three prepared pieces in front 
of three judges. The panel 
of judges typically includes 
military musicians or college 
professors.

In addition to perform-
ing prepared pieces, bands 
are tasked with performing 
a piece of music they have 
never seen. Each band direc-
tor has only two minutes to 
read over the selection and 
another three minutes to talk 
to the band members. Then, 
they will play the piece for the 
first time. While bands can 
read the sheet music, talk and 
clap beats, they are prohibited 
from touching their instru-
ments prior to performing 
the selection. While this 
seems like a grueling task, 
this is a skill and concept 
that the band practices in the 
school setting as well.

Norris looks forward each 
year to seeing the students 
thrive, especially those who 
may have had to overcome 
self-doubt. He considers it 
the greatest honor to watch 
kids blossom as musicians 
once they realize their fullest 
potential.
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By Maya Pottiger

With its production of 
“The Little Mermaid,” Stage 
& Screen Studios wants the 
audience to become part of 
Ariel’s world.

Though it’s a live theater 
production, the performance 
has multiple aspects including 
motion picture backdrops and 
green screen segments. Audi-
ences can expect to see Ariel 
pop out of the water and perch 
on a rock during the “Part Of 
Your World” reprise. “What we 
do is a very immersive experi-
ence; it’s not just doing a play,” 
said Stage & Screen Studios 
co-founder Pete Garvey.

In addition to being im-
mersive for the audience, the 
experience provides a lot of 
new opportunities for actors 
in the show. “Now you can put 
on your resume that not only 
have you done live acting stage 
performances, but you’ve 
also done work on a screen, 

which definitely sets them 
apart from the other talent in 
the area,” said Jen Degnan, a 
producer for this show.

Since opening in December 
2017, Stage & Screen Studios 
has been growing. Roughly 50 
kids auditioned for this show, 

so the company introduced 
a new idea of having two full 
casts. The Flotsam cast and 
Jetsam cast are made up of 48 
cast and crew members, and 
each group has a full weekend 
of performances.

“It creates an opportunity 

for an understudy without 
having to have that designa-
tion of an understudy, which 
oftentimes leads to an actor 
not being able to play that 
part,” Degnan said.

Garvey has noticed many 
benefits to having a full 
double casting. “There’s a ca-
maraderie that has developed 
between the casts. They help 
each other out. They work to-
gether,” Garvey said. “There’s 
some friendly competition 
going on as well. It’s all very 
beneficial and amazing to see 
the energy each cast brings to 
the stage here supported by 
one another.”

The Jetsam cast features 
Tommy Engstrom from Jones 
Elementary as Prince Eric, 
and the Flotsam cast fea-
tures Annabelle Wellschlager 
from Severna Park Middle 
School as Ariel.

“This is a journey that car-
ries not just the cast but the 
audience through the story,” 
Garvey said. “That’s the most 
endearing quality of these 
productions is the audience 
is going through the story, 
they’re not just watching.”

There will be eight perfor-
mances: The Flotsam cast will 
perform May 3-5, and the Jet-
sam cast will perform May 10-
12. The shows are at 7:00pm 
on Friday and Saturday, and at 
2:00pm on Saturday and Sun-
day. Purchase tickets online 
by visiting www.stagescreen-
studios.com.

Stage & Screen Studios Takes Audience Under The Sea

Stage & Screen Studios presents “The Little Mermaid” with 
the cast ranging in age from 7 to 17.
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they will know that I am a 
hard worker, am dedicated 
and will get the job done,” 
Kyle shared.

He still can’t forget the look 
on his teacher’s face when he 
completed his project.

“When Mr. Heist saw the 
results of my project, the look 
on his face was priceless,” 
Kyle said. “He was elated to 
see how well the music stand 
came out. He thanked me 
profusely and he has enjoyed 
the results for the past three 
years or so.”

Kyle’s mother, Dawn Hite, 
has only positive things to 
say about the project and 
about Kyle’s career thus far in 
scouting and music.

“I thought Kyle’s Eagle 
project was a great way for 
him to be of service to his 
band director, who he just 
loves,” Hite emphasized. “Mr. 
Heist really liked the music 
stand Kyle built for him. The 
stand, which Kyle built by 
hand entirely out of wood, is 
beautiful and functional for 
the director. I think he was 
very grateful for all the hard 
work that all of the kids put 
in to improve that area. The 
marching band spends a lot 
of time on that back field, so 
the project was very useful to 
the school and the band.”

She hopes someone can 
continue to trim the brush 
each year after Kyle leaves 

for college this fall. Kyle will 
attend Towson University 
to study forensic chemistry 
while minoring in clarinet 
performance.

Kyle has played clarinet 
since fourth grade and is 
considering joining a military 
band. He also has many other 
musical accolades: he is prin-
cipal clarinet for Chesapeake 
Youth Symphony Orchestra in 
Annapolis, he is a co-section 
leader in the Broadneck 
marching band, he is first 
chair in the Broadneck wind 
ensemble, and he has been 
first chair in the All-County 
band and orchestra.

His passion for music is 
rivaled only by his enthu-
siasm for scouting, which 
he has participated in since 
first grade.

“I think both scouting and 
music have given Kyle stabil-
ity and helped define who he 
is,” Hite said. “He is very sure 
of himself musically, and then 
he gained a lot of confidence 
from running that Eagle 
Scout project from beginning 
to end. He was worried that 
because of his youth, the 
older scouts wouldn’t listen to 
him during the project, but he 
showed great skills in manag-
ing that project.”

One thing is for sure, Kyle 
has left a lasting tribute to 
the Broadneck High School 
band and to his troop 
in Crofton.
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Dean Kyle Hits The Right 
Note With Eagle Project

Spring is Here!

Spring is the time for kids to go outside and use
that energy that has been bottled up all winter long!
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On Friday, April 26, Oak 
Hill Elementary students 
celebrated Earth Day. Due 
to the predicted inclem-
ent weather, some of the 
planned activities extend-
ed into Monday.

Fifth-graders were paired 
with pre-K students to do 
different art projects. One 
of the projects was paint-
ing rocks with kindness 
words on them to add 
to the school’s growing 
One And Only You rock 
garden, which lines the 
sidewalk leading to the 
main entrance. Students 
also colored in pictures of 
the Earth.

Third-grade teacher Lori 
Pere created the Green 
Team and organized its 
student ambassadors. Be-
cause Oak Hill is a Green 
School, the Green Team 
meets monthly to come up 
with new ideas for making 
the school environmen-
tally friendly, like posting 
reminders to save water 
and electricity.

During the Earth Day 
festivities, Green Team 
ambassadors taught 
lessons to the younger 
grades, gave Earth Day 
speeches and read books.

Prior to Earth Day, stu-
dents had the opportunity 
to create a replica of 
the Earth. Each replica 

includes a note on how that 
individual person can make 
the Earth better. There were 
roughly 20 submissions, 
which are now on display in 
the school’s media center.

Other Earth Day activi-
ties included taking nature 
walks and making tie-dyed 
shirts. On Monday, ev-
eryone took a school-wide 
photo in their tie-dyed 
shirts. The shirt colors 
were broken up by grade 
level to make a rainbow.
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branding, Lisa’s Cakepops are the perfect treat for all occasions, generously 
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Announcing the Grand Opening of 
Lisa’s Cakepops Cake Pop Shop! 

Week 1 June 17 - June 21 
Incredibles  
They’re 
back….a family 
of superheroes, 
while living 
a quiet life, 
are out to 
save the world. It’s time to suit up with 
Helen, Bob, Violet, Dash and Jack-Jack.

Week 2 June 24 - June 28 
Cheer 

Future Cheerleaders  
will be introduced 
to cheers, 
jumps, tumbling, 
stunts, dances, 

and chants. Big Cheer Show at the end 
of the week for family and friends.

Week 3 July 1 - July 5 
Animal Adventure (Closed 

on Thursday, July 4th)
Experience the tropical 
sounds of a rain 
forest and visit with 
extraordinary animals 
along with our upside 
down fun gymnastics!!! 
Field trips planned to Eco Adventures.

Week 4 July 8 - July 12 
Mary Poppins 
The magic always returns and a new 
story begins when a magical new nanny 
arrives from 
the clouds. 
Everything is 
possible with 
a series of 
fantastical 
adventures.

The Gym will be 
closed for all Classes, 
Team, and Camps 
July 14th-21st for 
Summer Break!

Week 5 July 22 - July 26 
Under the Sea
Little mermaid loves life under the sea. 
They say it’s better where it’s wetter. 
Ariel is 
fascinated 
with life on 
land and her 
BF Flounder 
goes on 
all her 
adventures.

Week 6 July 29 – August 2 
Avengers
Contest of 
Champions!!! 
Earth’s 
mightiest 
heroes 
must come 
together and learn to battle as 
a team while collecting all six 
stones for the super powers.

Week 7 August 5 - August 9 
Lion King
Let’s Roar...
Everything the 
light touches is 
our kingdom. Simba 
returns to rise as 
the new King. Life’s greatest adventure 
is finding your place in the circle of life.

Week 8 August 12 – August 16 
Wreck it Ralph
Arcade-gamer is tired of being the bad 
guy so he decides to take matters into 
his own hands 
and accidently 
unleashes 
the enemy 
that affects 
the arcade.

Docksiders Gymnastics 
Summer Camps 2019!

Camps for ages 3 ½ - 5 years old and 6 & up. Monday thru Friday 9:00am to 2:00pm

EVERY TUESDAY OF CAMP BRING A FRIEND FOR FREE ! 
216 Najoles Road Millersville, MD       Call 410 987 8780 to Reserve Your Spot!

4 year old Pre School through Grade 8
410-647-2283  |  www.stjohnspschool.org

Severna Park, MD
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence2008

Academic Excellence in the
Catholic Tradition Since 1959

Faith  •  Family  •  academics

Now Accepting Applications
Call to schedule a tour or join us for Welcome Wednesday between 9-10am

Oak Hill Elementary Celebrates Planet Earth

During the Earth Day festivities, Green Team ambassadors taught lessons to the younger 
grades, gave Earth Day speeches and read books.

Windsor Farm Elementary 
To Present “The Lion King”

By Maya Pottiger

Let us hear your roar! 
Windsor Farm Elementary is 
putting on “The Lion King” as 
its spring musical.

The cast features Alyx 
Stamp as Scar; Andrew 
Luisi as Simba; Mary Allen 
Smith as Nala; Bella Emery 
as Timon; Addy Russell as 
Pumbaa; and Gavin Douglas 
as Mufasa.

“The Lion King” follows 
the Disney movie but doesn’t 
emphasize Mufasa’s death as 
intensely, said special educa-
tion teacher Lucy Harris, who 
is producing the show.

There are 60 students act-
ing in the show, 20 involved 
in the tech work and another 
15 students from the art club 
who helped make the sets.

“Our Pride Rock is in 
construction, and it’s going 
to be really, really cool,” 

Harris said. “It’s going to be 
a versatile piece where it’s 
going to be Pride Rock, but 
you can flip it around and 
have stairs to be just another 
piece on the set, as well, for 
in the jungle.”

Harris highlighted that 
the students involved in the 
show are from all different 
backgrounds. “What we end 
up seeing is a lot of kids who 
come out are students who 
don’t really have the arts as 

a hobby outside of school,” 
Harris said. “This is a thing 
that students have tried out 
for on a whim and ended up 
shining and getting lead roles 
out of it.”

Andrew, who plays Simba, 
spends his free time play-
ing baseball and T-ball, 
Harris said. After he was 
cast as Aladdin last year, he 
auditioned this year to land 
another leading role.

Windsor Farm will show-
case three performances of 
“The Lion King.” The first 
showing is a school-wide 
performance on Thurs-
day, May 30. There are two 
performances open to the 
public: Friday, May 31, at 
6:30pm and Saturday, June 
1, at 2:00pm. Tickets are 
$5 and must be purchased 
from Windsor Farm Elemen-
tary in advance. Tickets 
are not available online or 
at the door.
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is infamous for defecting to the 
British but who is lesser known 
for his success as a general 
in the American Continental 
Army during the Revolu-
tionary War.

“It’s like an action hero in a 
movie, but he existed 200 years 
before movies,” Sheinkin said. 
“His story is an over-the-top 
action adventure spy movie.”

Another cinema-worthy 
story detailed how Chicago 
counterfeiters planned to rob 
Abraham Lincoln’s grave in 
the 1870s.

“That’s not too much of a 
spoiler I hope, that Lincoln was 
killed at the end of the Civil 
War,” Sheinkin joked.

Kids were enthralled with 
those stories but equally eager 
to hear about Sheinkin’s books, 
which some students had read 
prior to the visit.

“Usually history doesn’t 
strike me, but ‘Abigail Adams 
Pirate of the Caribbean’ was 
easy to understand and really 
good,” said Olivia, a fifth-grad-
er. “I like chapter books with 
pictures that make you want 
to keep going. Every time you 
stop reading, it’s a cliffhanger.”

Sheinkin’s most popular sto-

ries are from the “Time Twist-
ers” books in which siblings 
Doc and Abby meet historical 
figures who are doing activities 
vastly different from the ones 
that made them famous.

“I wanted to take characters 
that were interesting and send 
them on an adventure, almost 
as if they escaped from their 
history textbook,” Sheinkin 
said of his “Time Twist-
ers” series.

Those stories include con-
vincing Abraham Lincoln to 
accept the presidency instead 
of pursuing professional wres-
tling, and trying to lead Abigail 
Adams from a pirate ship to 
the White House.

“Everything in the book has 
some truth to it,” Sheinkin 
told his audience. “Lincoln 
is in the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame.”

Sheinkin tried to pin down 
the answers to many of the 
kids’ questions following his 
presentation.

What inspired him to write 
books? Had he ever done a 
book with gladiators? Had 
he used real-life people as 
inspiration?

“One biology teacher was 
mad when I made the comic 
because he thought I made 
him too bald,” Sheinkin said 
with a laugh.

One student asked about the 
painstaking editing process.

“I don’t want to sound 
discouraging, but that’s typi-
cal,” Sheinkin responded. “You 

send it out, it gets rejected and 
you send it out again. Almost 
every author has a version of 
that story.”

Lastly, students accepted the 
challenge of placing historical 
characters in bizarre scenarios 
just like the ones depicted 
in Sheinkin’s “Time Twist-
ers” books.

What were some of 
the ideas?

Sacagawea on Broadway. 
James Madison as a basketball 
player. George Washington as 
a dentist.

“He might not enjoy the joke, 
because he had horrible teeth,” 
Sheinkin said in response to 
the dentist idea, “… and that 
could be the reason he was in a 
bad mood a lot of the time.”

Students were in a good 
mood as they reflected on the 
author visit.

“It was fun and interest-
ing to learn about how he got 
started,” said Tyler, a fifth-

grader. “He was good with us, 
he asked for our ideas. It was 
interesting to learn about how 
many publishers said no to him 
at first!”

Another fifth-grader, Jack, 
called the visit awesome. “It 
was cool that he tried to write 
movies but then found some-
thing else that he really liked,” 
Jack said.

Sheinkin was impressed 
with the students.

“Not only do I get to share 
my stories, but I also get ideas 
and I get to try out ideas,” 
Sheinkin said. “That’s vital for 
keeping me in touch with what 
kids want to read.

“One thing kids would 
never say is, ‘That could never 
happen. That’s not realistic,’” 
he continued. “The imagina-
tion kids have is better than 
most adults.”

For more information on 
the author, go to www.ste-
vesheinkin.com.
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it,” Connelly said. “It was a very 
collaborative, and to have it be 
successful and be recognized 
for it is huge.”

The Crystal Apple Award rec-
ognizes exemplary programs 
within the Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools system. 
It was started by Nancy Mann 

when she was the assistant 
superintendent of curriculum 
and instruction.

Representatives from the 
Bobcat Book Club will receive 
the Crystal Apple Award at 
the Volunteer Recognition 
Tea, which will be May 16 at 
Michael’s Eighth Avenue in 
Glen Burnie.

The SPES Bobcat Book Club 
Earns Crystal Apple Award
 »Continued from B11

metal supplier.
“The hardest part was talk-

ing to all the different com-
panies to get all the different 
materials we needed,” Whit-
tington said. “There was a lot 
of different places that were 
selling a lot of different types 
of materials that we needed.”

Once completed, it took 
Whittington two days across 
two weekends to fully install 
the structures.

“They’ve been really 
excited,” Quirino said of the 
students’ reactions. “The 
addition of these two have 
given students more sensory 
opportunities, as well as music 
with movement. They love 
that stimulation of touch.”

He said his motivation to 
become an Eagle Scout is due 
to his grandfather.

Whittington’s grandfather 
was an Eagle Scout, so Whit-
tington has always had that 
same goal. According to Troop 
918 scoutmaster Mike Binnix, 
Whittington has also served 
as patrol leader, senior patrol 
leaders, and troop guide.

“In these roles, he was 

responsible for organizing 
groups of scouts of anywhere 
from five to 30 at a time in 
planning and executing camp 
trips, and back-country ad-
ventures such as backpacking, 
canoeing and biking,” Binnix 
said. “He led the effort by the 
scouts to set the schedule, 
duty rosters assigning camp 
tasks and keeping the troop 
moving in the right direction. 
He learned to lead by example, 
and to ensure everyone had a 
safe, fun experience.”

Whittington’s Court of 
Honor ceremony will be held 
on May 7 at Our Shepherd 
Lutheran Church.

Binnix, who has known 
Whittington for six years from 
his time as assistant scout-
master and then scoutmaster 
of Troop 918, emphasized the 
teen’s impact on both his peers 
and elders.

“The other scouts and adult 
volunteers of Troop 918 look 
up to Jack and aspire to follow 
his example as a leader and 
a friend,” Binnix said. “We’re 
all going to miss him when he 
leaves the area for college in 
the fall.”

Jack Whittington Completes 
Eagle Scout Project

 »Continued from B11
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By Elizabeth Harwood

The April 7 “Shark 
Tank” episode of 
Severna Park High 

School alumnus Teddy 
Giard, Broadneck High 
School alumnus Aus-
tin Maxwell and their 
Clemson University (CU) 
classmate Logan LeMance 
ended with a $100,000 
deal from Shark investor 
Mark Cuban. The show 
aired only two years after 
the Kase Mate product 
first came to mind.

In spring 2017, an 
entrepreneurship class 

at CU became an arena 
for the student team to 
resolve their frustration 
of hauling tailgate coolers 
by leveraging the conve-
nience of individual can 
insulators. A prototype 
was made, the class end-
ed, and by May that same 
year, the company Kanga 
LLC was founded with its 
first product, Kase Mate, 
described as “the iceless 
cooler designed to fit 
around an entire case.” 
The team refined its busi-
ness plan, branding strat-
egy and product develop-
ment before launching a 

Kickstarter campaign in 
March 2018. Up to this 
point, LeMance, Giard 
and Maxwell had no ambi-
tion to pitch their product 
on “Shark Tank.” Howev-
er, watching “Shark Tank” 
in high school did have an 
impact on Maxwell.

“I didn’t really have 
a ton of opportunity to 
learn about business 
or entrepreneurship,” 
Maxwell explained, “and 
I always wanted to learn 
more about how to start a 
company and how to take 
something really small 
and make it really big.”

Halfway through his 
engineering studies at CU, 
Maxwell realized not in-
vesting in his true passion 
for entrepreneurship was 
taking its toll — and he 
was miserable. He worked 
double-time with multiple 
entrepreneurial projects 
while he finished his 
engineering degree. Upon 
graduation, however, he 
pursued entrepreneur-
ship instead.

“I couldn’t just talk 
about it,” Maxwell said. 
“I had to go out and prove 
that it’s possible.”

Severna Park And Broadneck Alumni 
Dive Into The “Shark Tank” Waters

Photo courtesy of Disney ABC Television Group

In a “Shark Tank” episode that aired in April, Teddy Giard, Austin Maxwell and Logan LeMance pitched their 
product Kase Mate, an iceless cooler designed to fit around an entire case of beverages.

SupremeTemptation, 
Guava Jelly Coming To 
Hatton Regester Green

By Maya Pottiger

Coming up at Hat-
ton Regester Green, 
SupremeTemptation 

returns for an evening of 
Motown on the B&A Trail.

“We’re older white folk 
playing Motown music,” 
said Gary Peresta, the 
band’s bass player. “I 
started this band because 
I like the bassline, and I 
wanted to play them.”

SupremeTemptation 
features Nadine Wobus on 
vocals and keys; Fran-
ces Moyer on vocals and 
percussion; Al Tate on 
drums; Debbie Annen and 
John Annen on vocals; LJ 
Montgomery on guitar; 
and Gary Peresta on bass.

The cover band’s signa-
ture genre is Motown, but 

the group has expanded 
to play other music from 
the same era. Some of the 
more popular songs are 
“I’ll Be There,” “My Girl” 
and “Just My Imagination.”

“We all grew up in that 
era. We love this music,” 
Peresta said. “We love the 
music so much, so we’re 
keeping it up.”

SupremeTemptation 
has played at Hatton 
Regester Green previ-
ously, and Peresta said the 
band has been lucky with 
the weather.

“An interesting thing 
about playing there is 
people who are using the 
trails will be running by 
and some of them stop and 
stay,” Peresta said. “If not, 
they always give us a wave 

Guava Jelly’s range of music appeals to many diverse audiences.

By Judy Tacyn

While home from 
college one sum-
mer seven years 

ago, Danielle Johnson 
Grifo was tinkering with 
her craft projects and 
painting wine glasses for 
her sorority sisters when 
the idea for Wine by De-
sign was conceived.

“My mom threw out the 
idea of painting crabs on 
wine glasses for an auc-
tion item she was donat-
ing to a local fundraiser,” 
Grifo said. “To be honest, 
I laughed out loud at the 
idea of being able to paint 
crabs on a wine glass! But 
sure enough, I gave it a 
shot and was pleasantly 
surprised with how well 
they turned out. Before I 
knew it, my mom was shar-
ing pictures of the glasses 
with friends, who shared 
with their friends, and just 
like that, Wine by Design 
was born.”

Grifo is currently a fifth-
grade teacher at an ele-
mentary school in Fairfax, 

Virginia, but that’s about 
to change as she prepares 
to turn her art into her 
full-time career.

“Teaching has been my 
passion for as long as I can 
remember. However, at the 
conclusion of this school 
year, I will be leaving the 
teaching profession and 
taking my business full-

time,” Grifo said. “Never 
in my wildest dreams did I 
expect to launch my own a 
business and join the ranks 
of the self-employed.”

Grifo’s art is inspired by 
the water and anything 
nautical. She said that 
growing up on the Severn 
River played an integral 
role in the overall theme of 

her designs.
“I guess it’s that Mary-

land blood running 
through my veins, or 
possibly the crabs and Old 
Bay, but I love adding a 
nautical flare to my wine 
glasses,” she added. “What 
started as a whimsical 
blue crab design quickly 

Seeing Clearly: Grifo Has A Vision And 
A Talent For Handpainted Glassware

Photos by Judy Tacyn

Danielle Johnson Grifo beautifies wine glasses 
with colorful crabs, starfish, sea turtles, 
sailboats, anchors, fish and more.

SPHS Teacher Pens 
Novel Addressing 

Unhealthy Relationships
By Judy Tacyn

W ith 13 years of 
teaching experi-
ence, 

Severna Park 
High School 
math teacher 
Julie Low-
man has 
met some 
interesting 
characters. 
In her 
first novel 
shared 
with the 
public, 
Lowman 
used her 
knowl-
edge 
about 
how teens act, react and 
speak to one another 
to create astonishingly 
realistic characters in “The 
Intensity of You,” a young 
adult novel that addresses 
the prevalence and con-
sequences of unhealthy 
relationships.

“The One Love campaign 
was introduced into our 
school a couple of years 
ago. There are signs all 
over the school about it,” 
Lowman said. “When I 
wanted to write a book, 
I needed a compelling 
plot. The campaign really 
spoke to me. I have had 
friends and family in un-
healthy relationships and 
I know this is something 
that many people will 
encounter.”

Lowman’s story is about 
a girl named Sydney who 
was in a relationship that 
was in the gray area. The 
boy never physically hurt 
her, but he manipulated 
and scared her.

“Those things are unac-
ceptable, even if they are 
hard to verbalize to some-

one,” Lowman said. “When 
I was writing about the 
boyfriend’s actions, I was 
careful to make his actions 
and words clearly bad 

when it was 
happen-
ing, [but] 
it would 
be hard 
for Sydney 
to repeat 
what hap-
pened and 
make people 
understand.”

Lowman 
has seen peo-
ple of all ages 
in her personal 
and profession-
al lives make 
bad choices in 
relationships. As 

an educator, Lowman feels 
that sometimes teenagers 
think they are the first 
to ever deal with specific 
issues, not knowing that 
bad relationships have 
happened since the begin-
ning of time.

“When people make 
bad relationship deci-
sions, it often stems from 
a misinformed feeling of 
their self-worth,” Low-
man said. “They think 
they deserve what they 
get, or they shouldn’t 
ask for more. I hope that 
everyone realizes how 
much they are worth and 
holds themselves in high 
regards. That is the best 
way to avoid being treat-
ed poorly.”

Lowman said one of 
the main reasons she is a 
high school teacher, and 
why she decided to pen 
a young-adult novel, is 
because she is fascinated 
by teenagers, the way they 
think and the decisions 
they make.

By Audrey Ruppert

“Little” is indeed, if 
you were wonder-
ing, inspired by 

the Tom Hanks classic 
“Big,” but only in premise 
— the latter is a heartfelt 
drama, while the former 
is a comedy that fell just a 
bit flat. It seems that the 
director, Tina Gordon, is 
into loose remakes, as she 
recently wrote the screen-
play for “What Men Want” 
— a remake of “What 
Women Want” featuring 
Mel Gibson.

“Little” is a body-swap 
story, which centers on 
Jordan (Regina Hall) — a 

terrifying, “Devil Wears 
Prada”-esque executive 
who belittles and demeans 
everyone around her, in-
cluding her devoted assis-
tant, April (Issa Rae). It is 
later revealed that Jordan 
behaves this way because 
of childhood trauma; after 
the experience, she vowed 
to become successful at 
all costs. While Jordan’s 
company is mostly thriv-

“Little” Has Cute Premise But Leaves Big Questions

Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures

Marsai Martin absolutely shines as the 13-year-old version of 
Jordan, capturing the mannerisms and attitude of her adult 
counterpart perfectly, but the rest of the movie doesn’t hold up.

 »Continued on B21
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“...in the end, the 
film is formulaic 
and predictable, as 
well as hokey.”
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By Judy Tacyn

Most parents can relate to 
wanting to give their chil-
dren an object of their kids’ 
obsession, only to have that 
desire just out of reach. Adults 
sometimes resort to creative 
problem-solving rather than 
disappoint a child. Thus is the 
case for Caractacus Potts, an 
eccentric inventor focused 
on salvaging a dilapidated 
old racecar for his children, 
Jemima and Jeremy Potts. 
When it’s discovered that the 
car has magical powers, it 
seems everyone in town wants 
to own the one-of-a-kind 

vehicle. Hijinks and mayhem 
ensue as it becomes a wild 
ride to see who will take the 
elusive car home.

The always talented Chil-
dren’s Theatre of Annapolis 
(CTA) will raise the curtain on 
“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Jr.,” 
a fantasy adventure and musi-
cal based on Ian Fleming’s 
1964 novel “Chitty-Chitty-
Bang-Bang: The Magical Car,” 
on May 11 for eight perfor-
mances through May 19. If 
you think you know the story, 
director Atticus Boidy hints 
that audiences can expect 
“all the fun that the movie 
provided, but with even more 

family friendly entertain-
ment, including new songs.”

“I think audiences are really 
going to enjoy our take on the 
production of something they 
may have seen before,” said 
Blake Martin, an eighth-
grader at Magothy River Mid-
dle School, who plays Grandpa 
Potts, the war-hero father of 
the determined Caractacus 
Potts. “Atticus is an amazing 
director with a unique style.”

Atticus said he likes to put 
an untraditional twist on 
his productions and “Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang Jr.” won’t 
disappoint.

“There is a steampunk 
aesthetic to this show,” Atticus 
said. “This twist affects the 
costumes, props, set and set 
decoration. The script also 
calls for the car to be a pup-
pet made of multiple pieces 
controlled by the actors, but 
we decided to build a car as a 
set piece.”

Andrew Wilson plays 
Caractacus Potts, and is the 
eldest thespian in the cast. The 
homeschooled ninth-grader 
has been performing with 
Children’s Theatre of Annapo-
lis since 2012, even though 
he lives in Bowie, nearly 20 
minutes away.

“I think the audience will 
be amazed by this cast,” 
Andrew said. “The energy and 
talent on this stage is unlike 
anything I’ve ever experienced 
before.” As for calling CTA 
home for the past seven years, 
Andrew said, “This is such a 
welcoming and supporting 
environment. Everyone from 
the actors to the produc-
tion crew have a high level of 
professionalism that is simply 
incredible.”

The 28-member cast ranges 
in age from 9 to 14, but as 
with all CTA productions, the 
extraordinary music and vocal 
quality, the complex choreo-
graphed dance numbers, and 
refined acting talent that 
emerges when the lights come 
on will have audiences feeling 
as if they are watching profes-
sionals with decades of stage 
experience.

“These kids are by far some 
of the most talented perform-
ers in this area,” Atticus said. 
“I work with actors of all ages 
and the talent that comes 
through CTA always im-
presses me.

“As a director, the most fun 
part about directing is watch-
ing the kids grow as actors and 
to help put on a production 
that they can be proud of,” At-
ticus added.

For more information or to 
purchase tickets, visit www.
cta.ticketleap.com/chitty-chitty-
bang-bang-2018/details.

CTA Puts Steampunk Spin On Upcoming 
Production Of “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang”

Photo courtesy of Atticus Boidy

(Counterclockwise from bottom left) Andrew Wilson, 
Mackenzie Currie, Blake Martin, Pilot Earle-Smith and Anya 
Lengbeyer are excited to present a unique version of “Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang Jr.” from May 11-19.

because they like what 
we’re doing.”

Guava Jelly, another 
band featuring Peresta on 
bass, will also perform at 
Hatton Regester Green 
this spring. This will be 
Guava Jelly’s first time 
playing the venue.

The band features 
Bridgette Michaels on gui-
tar and vocals; Dawn Ma-
dak on percussion and vo-
cals; and Peresta on bass.

Often known for its chil-
dren’s music, Guava Jelly 
boasts a broad repertoire: 

reggae, pop, country and 
rock ‘n’ roll. With such 
a wide range of genres, 
Guava Jelly will base each 
set list off previous shows 
at the venue or simi-
lar venues.

“I feel like one of our 
strengths is that we know 
how to read the crowd 
and play to the crowd,” 
Madak said. “If we see 
that the crowd is leaning 
toward one kind of music 
or another, we’ll change it 
up; if not, we’ll stick to the 
set list.”

Michaels, who was born 
in Jamaica and grew up 
in Trinidad, started out 

by writing music for her 
children. She has pro-
duced three CDs of chil-
dren’s music.

“We’ve played a lot of 
summer concerts all over,” 
Michaels said. “What a lot 
of people tell us is they 
really enjoyed the mix of 
music we played.”

SupremeTemptation 
plays on Sunday, May 12, 
and Guava Jelly plays 
on Sunday, May 26. Both 
concerts start at 4:00pm. 
Hatton Regester Green 
is located at the intersec-
tion of B&A Boulevard, 
Evergreen Road and 
Holly Avenue.

transitioned to colorful 
crabs, starfish, sea turtles, 
sailboats, anchors, fish and 
so much more.”

Grifo has no formal art 
training; however, she’s 
inspired by Kim Hovell, an 
Annapolis artist.

“Kim is best known for 
her work with oysters; 
however, she has a coastal 
theme to her designs as 

well,” Grifo added. “I also 
love her support of lo-
cal philanthropies such 
as the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation.”

For more informa-
tion, visit www.etsy.com/
shop/shopwinebydesign, 
Instagram — @shop-
winebydesign, Facebook 
— @shopwinebydesign, 
or email Grifo at shop-
winebydesign@gmail.com.

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 3-6
Half prices apps 

$4 House Wine

$1 off Draft Beers

$2.50 Select Domestic Cans

$3.50 Select import and oliver Brewing Company Cans

$3.50 rail Drinks

1050 Deep Creek Avenue, ArnolD, MD 21012  |  410-757-4045  |  DonnellYSDoCkSIDe.CoM

Daily proMotionS
tuesday - $3 Off a Crab Cake Sandwich or $5 Off a Crab Cake Meal

Wednesday - 1/2 Price Bottles of Wine 

Sunday - Brunch 10-2

BrunCh everY SunDAY 10AM-2pM

SeA level BAr, wAterfront DeCk now open

Moms are Special!
Make Your Reservations Today 
To Celebrate Your Mother On 
Her Special Day. Call Today.

Celebrate Your Father 
on Father’s Day 

Call To Make your Reservation Today! 

SupremeTemptation, Guava Jelly 

Grifo Has A Vision 

 »Continued from B17

 »Continued from B17

Photo by Judy Tacyn

Grifo’s wine glasses depict all kinds of maritime imagery.
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JEFFREY P. CRANSKA D.D.S.

Family
Laser Dentistrycall 410.975.9331

DENTISTRY BY DR. JEFFREY P. cRaNSKa

Helping create beautiful smiles for over 40 years

 Ritchie Court Office Building - 877 B&A Blvd., Suite 305, Severna Park   410.975.9331 www.cranska.com

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS!! Call today for an appointment!

MAY 22 -  JULY 28

AUGUST 1  -  SEPTEMBER 8

410-730-8311
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings,
all shows and dates are subject to change.

Thank You Pasadena
for voting us Best 

Ice Cream & Frozen 
Treat for 2019!

It’s all about you!

3201 Mountain Road Pasadena | 410-437-2667

487 Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park, MD 21146

4 1 0 - 3 1 5 - 8 1 1 8

Visit our website! www.BroadleafTobacco.com
Follow Us On Facebook

Bring in this coupon for a

FREE
Double Blade Cigar Cutter

One per customer. Expires July 1, 2019

Our large, well stocked humidor has all the best 
brands of cigars, and accessory needs!

We have the areas largest INDOOR Smoking Lounge 
complete with leather couches and 2 big screen 

TVs on which we watch all the big games!

Celebrating
15 years

in Business!

ing, she has some eccentric 
clientele and nearly loses 
an important client. She 
is told she has 48 hours to 
come up with an idea to 
bring the client back into 
the fold. In the middle of 
this dilemma, Jordan runs 
into and bullies a child, 
who wishes that Jordan 
was “little” so that some-
one could “check her.” The 
child casts a spell, and 
Jordan wakes up as her 
13-year-old self. She is 
forced to go back to the 
same school she went to 
as a kid by child protec-
tive services, and April 
has to take over for her at 
the company.

The problem with “Little” 
is that it doesn’t seem to 
know what it wants to 
be. At first, it tries to be 
a “black” comedy (as in, 
a comedy starring and 
largely directed toward a 
black audience) in the vein 
of “Girls Trip” and “Night 
School,” but later, it tries to 
have some kind of heartfelt 
moral — yet it gets bogged 
down by mixed messaging. 
By trying to be two things 
at once, it seems to fall 
short of both — it can be 
funny but isn’t that funny, 
and what moral were we 
supposed to learn, ex-
actly? Be true to yourself? 
Ultimately, Jordan doesn’t 
seem to face a lot of con-
sequences for her behavior 
(and trust me, her behavior 
is a lawsuit waiting to hap-
pen), which further dilutes 
any power the already 
tenuous message might 
have had to begin with.

While it tries to buck the 
trend somewhat (we have 
seen films where children 
are transformed into 
adults, or where two people 
switch bodies, but rarely 
see adults transformed 
into children), in the end, 
the film is formulaic and 
predictable, as well as 
hokey; some of the one-
liners land, but most of 
them don’t.

That being said, the film 
is definitely a showcase of 
talented black performers. 
Marsai Martin absolutely 
shines as the 13-year-old 
Jordan, capturing the 
mannerisms and attitude 
of her adult counterpart 
perfectly; we can expect 
great things from her in 
the future. Regina Hall 
sets the stage rather well 
despite not having much 
screen time, and Issa 
Rae, while understated, 
has great chemistry 
with Martin.

Some parts of the film 
are genuinely funny as 
well, particularly scenes in-
volving the child-sized but 
adult-minded Jordan and 
her extremely uncomfort-
able and (very attractive) 
middle school teacher.

If you don’t take the film 
too seriously, it’s definitely 
a fun watch. It does drag 
slightly toward the end, 
but I imagine it would be 
enjoyable to see with a 
mature teenage daughter. 
And, of course, it’s always 
encouraging to see the 
normalization of a black, 
female CEO — even if 
she’s channeling Miranda 
Priestly for most the film!

“I hope readers take 
away the idea that anyone 
can be in a bad relation-
ship, even people who have 
a lot of other things going 
for them,” Lowman said. 
“I also hope they see that 
relationships aren’t all 
good or all bad and some-
one who makes you happy 
can also hurt you. From 
the beginning of the novel, 
it’s obvious to the reader 
that Sydney is in a bad 
relationship. However, she 
doesn’t see it. I hope that 
people can realize that 
when someone is in a bad 
relationship, they may not 
know or want to know.”

The mental health of 
teens is a constant topic 
of concern and focus for 
Severna Park residents for 
the last two decades. Low-
man’s students are always 
her first priority.

“My first thoughts are 
always the mental health 
of my students. Teenag-
ers deal with a lot, often 
in adult situations with-
out the benefit of adult 
experiences,” Lowman 
said. “I hope the book 
shows that anyone can be 
in a bad situation and that 
there are people that can 
help. In Sydney’s case, it 
was her older brother and 
her coach. Hopefully, the 
reader can see that these 
people care about her a lot 
and would help her.

“I want to make sure my 
students know I care. After 
the tragedy this year, I 
stood in front of my class-
es and told them I loved 
them and that I would 
always care about them,” 
Lowman said, referring to 
the suicide of a Severna 
Park High School student 
in March. “Looking at all 

of their faces, I started to 
cry. No one said anything 
at the time, but later, a 
student emailed me and 
thanked me for caring.”

Lowman said she’s 
adamant about noticing 
student behavior, and if 
she sees someone having 
a bad day, she’s deliberate 
about asking if they are 
all right.

“My favorite quote is 
from Rita Pierson: ‘Every 
child deserves a champion; 
an adult who will never 
give up on them, who 
understands the power of 
connection and insists that 
they become the best they 
can possibly be,’” Lowman 
said. “I want to be that 
champion.”

The One Love Founda-
tion estimates that more 
than one in three women 
and nearly one in four 
men will be in an abusive 

relationship during their 
lifetime. The founda-
tion was formed to help 
young people recognize 
and understand domestic 
violence, especially rela-
tionship violence, follow-
ing the death of Yeardley 
Love in May 2010 in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 
Love was a University of 
Virginia women’s lacrosse 
student-athlete who was 
killed by her boyfriend 
at the time, a fellow UVA 
men’s lacrosse player. 
Love wore No. 1 while 
playing lacrosse for the 
University of Virginia, 
a number that her team 
retired. For more informa-
tion about the One Love 
Foundation, visit www.
joinonelove.org.

“The Intensity of You” is 
available for free online at 
www.swoonreads.com/m/
the-intensity-of-you.

“Little” Has Cute Premise Teacher Pens Novel Addressing Unhealthy Relationships
 »Continued from B17  »Continued from B17

The Voice is always 
looking to add to our 
group of talented com-
munity writers and 
photographers. If you 
have the skill to write a 

news story, love the local 
community and want to 
be a part of it in a way 
you’ve never been before 
— send us an email with 
your resume. Be sure to 

also include at least two 
writing samples.

We’re also on the look-
out for talented shutter-
bugs with a digital SLR 
to attend local events 

on assignment. Send an 
email with some sample 
images or a link to im-
ages online. Email us 
today at spvnews@sever-
naparkvoice.com.

Love To Write And Photograph? Join Our Team
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Did you know that Anne 
Arundel County has 533 
miles of shoreline? With 
the Chesapeake Bay and all 
its rivers and creeks, there 
are countless ways to enjoy 
waterside living. Whether 
you’re looking to go out 
to eat, to go swimming or 
boating, or to just kick back 
and enjoy some live music 
against the maritime back-
drop, there is no shortage 
of options. Here are some of 
our favorite places to enjoy 
waterside living in our area.

Dining
What better way to 

enjoy lunch or dinner (or 
even late-night drinks or a 
weekend brunch) than by 
choosing a table outside on 
the water, where you can 
revel in the cool breeze and 
the sights of boaters passing 
by. Here are a few of our 
top picks:
The Broken oar 

Bar & Grill
864 Nabbs Creek Road, 

Glen Burnie
www.brokenoarba-

randgrill.com
rams Head Dockside
1702 Furnace Drive, 

Glen Burnie
www. ramshead-

dockside.com
cheshire crab
1701 Poplar Ridge 

Road, Pasadena
www.thecheshirecrab.com
Mike’s crab 

House north
1402 Colony 

Road, Pasadena
www.mikesnorth.com
Donnelly’s Dockside 

Seafood, Bar & Grill
1050 Deep Creek Av-

enue, Arnold
www.donnellysdockside.com
The Point crab House
700 Mill Creek 

Road, Arnold
www.thepointcrabhouse.com
cantler’s riverside inn
458 Forest Beach 

Road, Annapolis
www.cantlers.com
Severn inn
1993 Baltimore-Annapolis 

Boulevard, Annapolis
www.severninn.com
carrol’s creek cafe
410 Severn Ave-

nue, Annapolis
www.carrolscreek.com
Hemingway’s 

restaurant
357 Pier One Road, 

Stevensville
www. hemingway-

sbaybridge.com

Recreation
What’s your favorite 

hobby on the water? Maybe 
it’s powerboating, sailing 
or kayaking. Or maybe you 
enjoy crabbing and fishing. 
Maybe you don’t even want 
to do anything except jump 
in and swim. Whatever 
you want to do, you’re sure 
to find it at a public beach 
nearby. Here are a few high-
lights of what you can do at 
some of our favorite public 
water access points.

Sandy Point State Park
1100 East College Parkway
Annapolis
7:00am-Dusk
410-974-2149
•	Swimming
•	Fishing
•	Crabbing
•	Kayak/Canoe Launch
•	Boat Launch

Fort Smallwood Park 
9500 Fort Smallwood Road

Pasadena
5:30am-Dusk
410-222-0087
•	Swimming
•	Fishing
•	Boat Ramp

Downs Park 
8311 John Downs Loop

Pasadena
7:00am-Dusk, 

closed Tuesdays
410-222-6230
•	Fishing
•	Kayak/Canoe Launch

Beachwood Park 
8320 Beachwood Park Road

Pasadena
7:00am-Dusk
410-222-7317
•	Kayak/Canoe Launch
•	Fishing

Harry and Jeanette 
Weinberg Park 
1543 Fairview Beach Road

Pasadena
410-222-0088
•	Fishing

Solley cove Park 
7360 Carbide Road

Curtis Bay
7:00am-Dusk
410- 439-0039
•	Kayak/Canoe Launch
•	Fishing

Jonas Green Park 
1997 Baltimore-Annapo-
lis Boulevard

Annapolis
7:00am-Dusk
410-222-6141
•	Fishing
•	Kayak/Canoe Launch

Live Music
Sometimes, you just 

need to kick back and re-
lax, and there are plenty of 
outdoor summer concerts 
that give you the chance to 
do just that. Pack a picnic 
blanket or a lawn chair and 
hit one of these waterside 
locations to enjoy some 
live music this summer.

 Q Downs Park
8311 John Downs 

Loop, Pasadena
Bring your family, 

blankets or lawn chairs, 
a picnic dinner or just a 
dessert, and soak in the 
sounds of summer. Park 
admission is waived for 
the evening. Please note 
that alcohol is prohibited 
on the grounds of all Anne 
Arundel County parks. All 

concerts begin at 6:00pm 
and run until 8:00pm.
•	June 2: Appaloo-
sa (Top 40)
•	June 9: Summer Knights 
(Country/Classic Rock)
•	June 16: George Gar-
ris & Friends (Country/
Classic Rock)
•	June 23: The Rebels 
(Classic Rock)
•	June 30: The Sun-
set Band (Big 
Band/Motown)

 Q Quiet Waters 
Park Summer 
Concert Series

600 Quiet Waters Park 
Road, Annapolis

As with Downs Park, 
this is a great place for 
setting up a picnic sta-
tion with blankets or lawn 
chairs, kicking back and 
enjoying the evening. Park 
admission is waived for 
the evening. Please note 
that alcohol is prohibited 
on the grounds of all Anne 
Arundel County parks. All 
concerts begin at 6:00pm 
and run until 8:00pm.
•	July 13: U.S. Navy Band 
(Concert Band)
•	July 20: Guava 
Jelly (Reggae, Pop, 
Rock, Country)
•	July 27: Folken Phunk 
(Folk, Bluegrass, 
Blues, Pop)
•	August 3: Fractal Cat 
(Psychedelic Rock)
•	August 10: Assisted Liv-
ing (Golden Oldies)
•	August 17: Zakke (Funk, 
Disco, Rock)
•	August 24: Kelly Band 
Band (Blues, Hip-
hop, Funk)

 Q Annapolis 
Maritime Museum

The Annapolis Maritime 
Museum’s 2019 concert 
series runs June 13 through 
August 15 with perfor-
mances starting at 7:00pm 
at the museum’s waterfront 
McNasby campus (723 
Second Street, Annapolis). 
The Tides & Tunes Sum-
mer Concert Series offers 
10 weeks of popular music, 
from rock to folk to jazz, 
with the incomparable 
backdrop of the Chesa-
peake Bay. Concerts are 
free; however, donations 
are gratefully accepted. 
Food and spirits are avail-
able for purchase. Beverage 
sales support the museum’s 
education program. Bring a 
chair or blanket.
•	June 13: Sweet Leda 
(Rock, Soul, Pop)
•	June 20: Higher Hands 
(Funk, Hip-hop, R&B)
•	June 27: Timmie 
Metz Band featuring 
Tambo (Modern and 
Classic Rock)
•	July 4: Kings of Crowns-
ville (Americana, 
Blues, Jazz)
•	July 11: Dublin 5 (High-
Energy Irish Rock)
•	July 18: Mike McHenry 
Tribe (Soul, Funk, Rock)
•	July 25: Joey Harkum 
Band (Unique Brand of 
Americana)
•	August 1: Eastport 
Oyster Boys (Folk, Island 
Rhythms, Rock)
•	August 8: Mixed Busi-
ness (Eclectic Music 
Experience)
•	August 15: Sean Hetrick 
& the Leftovers (Alter-
native Rock)

NOW HIRING

Our family serving your family 
with professional, compassionate care

From Residential Assisted Living to Alzheimer’s Care, 
at Spring Arbor our teams nurture each resident’s independence by 
promoting dignity and choice within a setting of compassionate care.

Spring Arbor of Severna Park
345 Ritchie Highway

Serverna Park, MD 21146
410-544-7774

Spring Arbor of Crofton
1495 Riedel Road
Crofton, MD 21114

410-324-2790
NOW LEASING

It’s how you live that matters

 Senior Assisted Living & Memory Care
www.springarborliving.com

Pet friendly

with professional, compassionate care
Our family serving your family 
with professional, compassionate care

From Residential Assisted Living to Alzheimer’s Care, 
at Spring Arbor our teams nurture each resident’s independence by 
promoting dignity and choice within a setting of compassionate care.

Spring Arbor of Severna Park
345 Ritchie Highway

Serverna Park, MD 21146
410-544-7774

Spring Arbor of Crofton
1495 Riedel Road

Crofton, MD 21114
410-324-2790

NOW LEASING

It’s how you live that matters

 Senior Assisted Living & Memory Care
www.springarborliving.com

Pet friendly

with professional, compassionate care

Maritime Entertainment: Where To Enjoy The Water This Summer

Downs Park in Pasadena is a local gem that offers a public fishing pier and hosts weekly waterside concerts in the summer.
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Hours of Operation: Monday - Saturday 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. Sunday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
825 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD        410-544-9009

Clean, Dry, Shiny, Fast!

Thank Your Severna Park 
For Voting Us Best Car Wash 

9 YEARS in a ROW!
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 

2016, 2017, 2018, 2019
Auto Detailing

“Make your car NEW again!”
CALL TO SCHEDULE

410-544-9009

• Interior Detailing
• Exterior Detailing

• Hand Waxes
• Headlight Restoration

• Carpet Shampoo
• Scratch Removal

Cleaning Up America...

One Car at a Time!

Keep Your Car Shiny, Clean & 
Pollen Free with an Exterior 

Car Wash Memberships 

$2995
Takes 5 Minutes, Stay In Your Car!

per month

KEEP
THE
BAY
CLEAN

“Committed to the Right Plants to do the Job.”

Eighteen million people call
the Chesapeake Bay watershed
their home. It’s rich in history
plays a vital economic role,
and is an astonishing source of
natural beauty. This precious
resource needs help to stay
clean and healthy.

• Over 25 years of experience successfully serving our clients 
since 1994

• Free instant quotes on our website
•  Competitive rates with exceptional, personal service

•  Flexible closings at any location convenient for you

•  Settlement documents delivered electronically 
•  A+ Rating as an accredited business with the BBB 
•  Every processor, settlement officer, and post-closer are all 

licensed, bonded, and insured
•  Full service in-house processing & an attorney on staff
•  Trained and certified on RESPA Regulations
•  Trained and certified on Short Sales, Government & 

Conventional Foreclosures, Reverse Mortgages, CDA, 
FHA, VA, SELP Loans and Commercial Transactions

•  Preparation of Contracts, Deeds, Promissory Notes, 
Deed of Trust, Escrow Agreements, Powers of Attorney, etc.

Lisa D. McCarthy 
Settlement Officer

Carolyn Broseker Erin Shepherd
Settlement Officer

David Murnane 
Settlement Officer

811 Ritchie Hwy, Suite 200 | Severna Park, MD 21146
410-544-6700 | www.homelandtitleandescrow.com

We work by referrals too…
Relationships are more important than transactions, so we aim to 
exceed your expectations.  We have a vested interest in making sure 
that you are completely satisfied at the end our transaction together, 
so we can grow our business together.

Homeland Title Offers:

President/Attorney

Individual and Business tax planning and return preparation
Bookkeeping and payroll services available

Please call us for an appointment
410-544-3303

Keith M. Manning, CPA/PFS
Mark H. Kamins, CPA/PFS

645 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Suite 218, Severna Park, MD  21146
www.kandmcpa.com

LIGHTHOUSE FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC
Investments and Insurance

Do you have a 401K to rollover?
Do you have questions regarding annuities?

Are you interested in a review of your investments?

         Please call us for an appointment

410-544-3303
Keith M. Manning
Mark H. Kamins

645 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Suite 218, Severna Park, MD  21146
www.lfsllc.com

SECURITIES AND INVESTMENT ADVISORY SERVICES THROUGH H. BECK, INC., 
Member FINRA, SIPC. Keith M. Manning and Mark H. Kamins are Registered 

Representatives of H. Beck, Inc., which is unaffiliated with Lighthouse Financial Services, LLC
H. Beck, Inc. does not provide accounting/tax services. Accounting and tax services are available 

through Kamins and Manning, P.C., which is unaffiliated with H. Beck, Inc.

One month after the 
Kickstarter campaign 
opened in March 2018, 
LeMance, Giard and 
Maxwell learned that 
“Shark Tank” auditions 
were coming to nearby 
Atlanta in two days. The 
team could not ignore the 
remarkable timing and 
jumped on the opportu-
nity. There was no news 
from “Shark Tank” for 
months, but Kanga was 
thriving with $120,000 in 
sales through e-commerce 
and its 100-plus business-
to-business (b2b) clients. 
In September 2018, they 
learned they were se-
lected, flew to California, 
and recorded their “Shark 
Tank” pitch in a Los 
Angeles studio. They had 
strong support fine-tun-
ing their presentations 
skills, but nothing could 
prepare them for what 
Giard describes as feelings 
of extreme excitement 

and nervousness.
“We felt really, really 

prepared,” Giard said, 
“but you know, you’re 
about to meet five ex-
tremely successful busi-
ness men and women, 
people we’ve looked up to 
for a really long time, so 
we really wanted to make 
a good first impression.”

After they finished the 
pitch, the mood synthe-
sized into a blur of as-
tonishment, something 
Giard said is known as the 
“Shark Tank effect”.

“We all looked at each 
other and we were like, 
‘What just happened?’” 
Giard remembered. “[It 
was] the biggest adrena-
line rush I’ve ever felt 
in my life.”

The result of the Sep-
tember 2018 recording 
was kept quiet until 
the show was aired in 
April. LeMance, Giard 
and Maxwell “shook on 
a deal in the tank” of 

$100,000 with Cuban, 
and the successful out-
come is currently being 
integrated into Kanga’s 
business plan.

“Once the show aired,” 
Giard said, “it definitely 

just catapulted the busi-
ness to like another level 
that we’re still trying to 
comprehend right now.”

Partnering with Le-
Mance (founder/CEO), 
Giard (branding) and 

Maxwell (sales) are Kyle 
Self (marketing) and 
Ryan Frazier (finance/
operations). Many people 
supported the college 
entrepreneurs. CU’s Spiro 
Institute of Entrepreneur-

ial Leadership provided 
the formal mentorship 
needed to support the 
journey. The team cur-
rently has new ideas for 
products coming down the 
pike, but the friends also 
believe success includes 
inspiring people. Maxwell 
and Giard plan to con-
tinue to share their story 
with the hope others, too, 
find their passion.

“We’re building a prod-
uct,” Maxwell shared, 
“and finally we’re turning 
it into a company and we 
hope to have success with 
it, but there’s just a much 
larger picture here.”

To learn more about 
Kanga’s products 
and story, visit www.
buykanga.com.

“We are super humbled 
to be in the position that 
we’re in,” Giard said, “and 
we’ve had a lot of people 
tell us that what we’ve 
done is inspiring, which is 
really cool to hear.”

Photo courtesy of Disney ABC Television Group

(L-R) Teddy Giard, Logan LaMance and Austin Maxwell were inspired to design the Kanga 
Kase Mate from their time tailgating at Clemson University, where the trio went to school.

 »Continued from B17

Severna Park And Broadneck Alumni Dive Into The “Shark Tank” Waters
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  Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is 
licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. Annapolis, 8 Evergreen Road, Severna Park, MD 21146 | 443.372.7171

Thank you so much to our beloved community and 
clients for voting for us as one of “Best of Severna Park” 

for an unprecedented 9th year in a row.
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By Mary Cobbler

I’ve lived in Maryland for 
the majority of my life, but 
there are certain things 

I never get tired of experi-
encing: crabs overloaded 
with Old Bay and butter, the 
excitement in the air after 
a Ravens or Orioles game, 
the magic of the Annapolis 
harbor in the summertime — 
but one of my favorite things 
is enjoying a seafood dinner 
at one of the many gorgeous 
marinas in our area.

Donnelly’s Dockside, 
located at 1050 Deep Creek 
Avenue in Arnold, is one of 
those desirable waterfront lo-
cations. The nautical-themed 
restaurant sits directly on the 
Chesapeake Bay. Natural light 
spills through the many tall 
windows that surround the 
dining room interior, provid-
ing a beautiful panoramic 
view of the bay from any of 
the roomy wooden tables 
upstairs or the colorful bar 
downstairs. A large patio, 
filled with a variety of tables 
and wide umbrellas, sits over 
the water, bringing diners up 
close to the plethora of boats 
stationed there.

A hostess led me outside 
to the patio during the Mon-
day evening dinner hour. 
I enjoyed watching osprey 
dive into the water around 
me as I waited for my hus-
band and kids to arrive.

There were a few boister-
ous patrons who were dining 
nearby, and because I knew 
I would have my kids with 

me, I asked to be relocated 
to a table inside. I share this 
story to say that the wait 
staff handled the issue in 
a professional and helpful 
way. Nearly every member 
of the wait staff stopped by 
our table to apologize, in-
cluding a manager. Overall, 
we were impressed by how 
everything was handled.

Once we were reseated, 
it was time to dive into the 
food! We came during happy 
hour, so all the appetizers — 
along with several wine and 
beer options — were half-
priced. Upon the waitress’s 
recommendation, we chose 
the macho nachos to start 
with. She steered us right! 
The nachos at Donnelly’s 
rank several notches above 

standard nacho appetizers. 
The chips were warm and 
chewy with crisped edges; 
they were also laden with 
layer after layer of toppings 
all throughout — grilled 
chicken cubes, nacho cheese, 
jalapeno cream sauce, sliced 
jalapenos, sliced black 
olives, guacamole and sour 
cream — so that each chip 
had a healthy burst of flavor 
and texture. My husband 
and I started dinner under 
the pretense that we would 
maintain our diets during 
the meal, but that goal went 
out the window as we pol-
ished off every last topping-
covered chip.

Most of the entrees on 
the menu included some 
kind of seafood, including 

the sugar cane sea scallops, 
haddock Veracruz, seafood 
penne, and, of course, locally 
sourced blue crabs. Several 
waitresses mentioned the 
crab cake dinner (two crab 
cakes with two sides), so I 
felt compelled to try it, and 
my husband ordered the 
Deep Creek chicken (another 
house specialty). My kids 
ordered a burger patty and 
corn dog from the children’s 
menu, and I have to credit 
our server for being under-
standing of my younger 
son’s Celiac disease issues. 
The server promised that the 
staff would carefully prepare 
my son’s food to prevent any 
reactions. They seemed will-
ing to work with any allergy 
issues, which is a big deal for 

families like mine.
The food came out quickly 

and looked appetizing. I 
tried the Deep Creek chicken 
first and was surprised at 
how decadent the dish was. 
The chicken is panko-bread-
ed and fried, and it’s stuffed 
with crab meat, spinach and 
tomato. The generous-sized 
chicken breast is situated 
on top of creamy mashed 
potatoes and doused gener-
ously in Chesapeake hollan-
daise sauce (I couldn’t really 
taste the “Chesapeake” in 
the sauce; it was good, but 
it tasted like classic hollan-
daise to me). The dish had 
a terrific texture — crispy 
on the outside, juicy on 
the inside — and several 
delectable taste dimensions. 

The creamy sauce meshed 
well with the soft crab meat, 
vegetables and potatoes. 
It’s the kind of dish you feel 
guilty eating, but not guilty 
enough to stop.

The crab cakes were base-
ball-sized, slightly crispy on 
the outside, and full of lump 
crab meat with little filler. 
The texture was great, and 
Donnelly’s left nothing to be 
desired as far as the qual-
ity of meat, but the taste 
was, unfortunately, blander 
than I would prefer in my 
seafood. The crab cakes, 
along with the steamed 
asparagus and French fries 
that we ordered as sides, 
were perfectly cooked and 
generously sized, but all of 
them needed more spices 
and flavor overall.

The Deep Creek chicken 
was still sitting in my 
stomach when it was time to 
order dessert, but that didn’t 
stop a sugar-lover like me. 
The dessert menu includes 
a mini key lime cheesecake, 
a chocolate torte, ice cream, 
and crème brulee. The creme 
brulee was the only dessert 
that was prepared in-house 
(everything else is ordered 
in), so we ordered it. The 
custard was creamy and 
satisfying, and the hardened 
sheet of caramelized sugar 
added a crunchy, full-mouth 
finishing touch to the meal.

If you enjoy fresh, well-
cooked food in a pretty bay-
side setting, try Donnelly’s 
Dockside (and don’t forget 
to order the nachos).
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Above: Full of flavor and texture, the nachos were topped 
with grilled chicken, cheese, jalapeno cream sauce, sliced 
jalapenos, sliced black olives, guacamole and sour cream. 
Right: The crab cakes were baseball-sized, slightly crispy on 
the outside, and full of lump crab meat with very little filler.


