
By Zach Sparks

On a patio where 
patrons normally 
converse and imbibe 

cocktails under a string of 
lights, they instead lined 
up with wish lists, hoping 
to stock up on toilet paper, 
ground beef, romaine lettuce, 
avocados, brioche buns and 
ground beef.

That set-up was created by 
John Miller and Josh Brown 
of Vida Taco Bar in Severna 
Park. Knowing their cus-
tomers were finding empty 
shelves and long lines at 
grocery stores after the onset 
of the COVID-19 coronavirus, 
they used Brown’s purveyor 
connections to transform 
Vida Taco Bar into more than 
a restaurant.

“We wanted to start a little 
convenience store to help 
people out,” Miller said. “A lot 
of people are out of toilet pa-
per and pasta. In a matter of 
hours, we were able to set up 
a pop-up mini mart. In this 
difficult time, it’s allowing 
us to explore our creativity 
and options we considered in 
the past.”

In late March, Vida Mini 
Mart became a destina-

tion not just for tacos and 
margaritas but also for bread, 
produce and eggs. Miller said 
the extra profits are going 
to Vida employees, who are 
working hard to prepare food 
and fulfill customer requests.

Hours are 4:00pm to 
7:30pm Tuesday through Sun-
day, with carryout available 
until 8:00pm. The address 
is 541 Baltimore Annapolis 
Boulevard in Severna Park.

“We’re trying to do some-
thing for the community to 
help as much as we possibly 
can,” Miller said.

Like Vida Taco Bar, SPAN 
has been focused on getting 
food and essential items to 
people. Ellen Kinsella, SPAN’s 
director of development, and 
Jennifer Pumphrey, SPAN’s 
director of operations, have 
asked people to show their 
identification through a win-
dow to get food SPAN left on 
its porch behind Our Shep-
herd Lutheran Church.

SPAN relies on dona-

tions from the community 
to give back to families in 
need, and there has been no 
shortage of kindness despite 
the pandemic.

“Community members 
have been dropping off food 
just out of the kindness of 
their hearts. It’s unbeliev-
able,” Kinsella said. “Shauna 
Talbot came by; she had a 
$250 check and she brought 
us oranges and fresh juice and 
milk. People like her are what 
keep us going.”

Though SPAN serves 
Severna Park, Arnold, 
Millersville and Broadneck, 
Kinsella said surplus items 
are going to families outside 
that area who need help.

“This way if they’re truly 
hungry, they can get enough 
to get them going with their 
family to last them, at least 

one more day, because the 
pantry that serves Glen 
Burnie is only open Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays,” 
Kinsella said.

As a member of the medi-
cal community, Dr. Richard 
Garden of Chesapeake Oral 
Surgery Associates used his 
connections to get supplies 
to emergency workers. After 
calling University of Mary-
land Baltimore Washington 
Medical Center Chief Medical 
Officer Neel Vibhakar, Gar-
den put out a call to action on 
the “Chatter in Severna Park” 
Facebook page as he sought 
to collect medical supplies for 
the hospital.

“If our doctors and 
nurses go down, not only 
the licensed practitioners 
but the lay people, and the 
hospital staff breaks down, 

what will we do when we get 
sick?” he said.

Garden also reached out 
to his network of dentist and 
doctor contacts. He heard 
back from Alan Binstock, 
Yeremi Canizales, John 
O’Melia, Mairead O’Reilly, 
Stephen Molz, Kimberly Bur-
roughs and Robert Martin. 
Together, they collected 3,500 
pairs of gloves, 100 gowns, 
1,750 surgical masks and 100 
N95 masks.

Since then, doctors Lee 
Kleiman, Karen Nyekoleh 
Mygil and Allan Schul-
man collectively donated 
500 masks and thousands 
of gloves.

“The N95 masks are as 
precious as gold right now,” 
Garden said. “These guys are 
selfless. I’m just the de-
livery guy.”

Countless other busi-
nesses and nonprofits worked 
tirelessly to bring services 
to people.

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
collected cash donations to 
help people with rent, food 
and electric bills. The church 
was also collecting baby sup-
plies for the Annapolis Family 
Support Center during Lent.

On March 25, Anne 
Arundel Community College 
donated 119 boxes of medi-
cal supplies to Anne Arundel 
Medical Center, University of 
Maryland Baltimore Wash-
ington Medical Center, and 
the Anne Arundel County 
emergency operations center.

Monica Alvarado, owner 
of Bread and Butter in An-
napolis, partnered with Anne 
Arundel Connecting Together 
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After counting the 
votes for nearly 
3,000 surveys, we 

now have the winners for 
the Best Of contest.

To be eligible, each 
business must have a com-
mercial address within 
Severna Park, Arnold or 
Millersville, and a nominee 
had to receive at least five 
votes to qualify. Only a few 
categories didn’t receive 
enough votes, and we are 
listing both the winner 
and the runner-up in 
each category.

So without further ado...
the envelope, please!

Check out the results 
on page A4.

The Winners For 
The 2020 “Best Of 

Severna Park” Are…

Businesses, Nonprofits Go The Extra Mile To Help Those In Need

By Zach Sparks

If ever there was a time to be selfish, 
it was after the novel coronavirus 
shut down businesses, forced many 

people into unemployment, and left 
families in fear that the pandemic 
would render them sick or worse. But 
instead of turning their backs on their 
fellow neighbors, Severna Park and 
Broadneck residents took action, fol-
lowing a centuries-old philosophy held 
by Henry David Thoreau: Goodness is 
the only investment that never fails.

Around District 5, people helped 
their neighbors in ways big and small. 
They brought them groceries, they 
spread cheer and they used their 
skills to aid emergency workers who 
are working to save lives at their own 
personal health risk. These are just 
a few examples of how kindness has 
prevailed in recent weeks.

MAKING MASKS
As a registered nurse and the mother of 

a doctor in St. Louis, Jennifer Crisp has 
heard plenty about the nationwide short-
age of masks. She’s making masks for 
those who work in assisted living facilities 
and nursing homes, home health assis-
tants, firefighters and emergency medical 
technicians. “Those are often the people 
forgotten,” she said.

The chair of the Greater Severna Park 
and Arnold Chamber of Commerce’s 
health and wellness committee, Crisp 

has had help from DECA Wrap owner 
Suzanne Brinks, who is cutting materials 
for kits to be sent to volunteer sewers.

“We’re basically mass-producing for the 
home sewer, so we’re not asking them to 
pick a pattern,” Crisp said. “We’re creating 
pre-cut kits so all they have to do is sew.”

Crisp created a registration form to find 
sewers who have their own machines and 
are able to drop off supplies. She was able 
to recruit 20 sewers as of March 24.

“Sewers generally are generous people,” 
she said. “They belong to guilds and do a 

lot of charity work, like sewing pillows 
for cancer patients. That’s just normal 
for them.”

At the beginning of the coronavirus 
outbreak in Maryland, Severna Park 
resident Leslie Coleman learned from 
a nurse friend that the hospital where 
she worked was running low on sup-
plies, including masks. Coleman, who 
is a baker by trade, is also a crafter. She 
put her sewing skills to use, and in two 
days, made 21 masks for all the nurses 
in the newborn intensive care unit 
(NICU) at the Johns Hopkins Hospital 
in Baltimore.

“My friend asked if I would make 
masks for her team if she paid me,” 
Coleman said. “Without hesitation, I 
agreed, if she got me the materials and 
didn’t pay me. Having had one of my 
children in extended stay in the NICU 
ward, I couldn’t possibly charge these 
superheroes for making their ‘capes.’”

When word got out that Coleman 
was making masks, she received more 
— but smaller — requests from other 
nurses, a holistic practitioner, and an 
asthmatic friend.

“Luckily, as a crafter, I had some elastic 
and extra material, and I also donated 
those masks,” she said.

WISE member Jess Gorski started col-
lecting N95 masks for emergency workers 
after speaking with a nurse practitioner 
and with her cousin, a police detective 
with the Prince George’s County Police 

Neighbors Band Together During 
Coronavirus Shutdown

By Haley Weisgerber

As of March 30, there 
were 110 positive 
COVID-19 cases in 

Anne Arundel County.
“In Anne Arundel 

County, the government 
is doing good things, but 
I don’t want to sugarcoat 

what’s actually happening 
in our community,” said 
County Executive Steuart 
Pittman in a virtual town 
meeting on March 21. “I’ve 
spent the week listening 
and it’s clear to me that 
people are hurting.”

Pittman is also advis-
ing county residents not 

to hoard food and other 
household goods. At this 
time, there is no reason 
to believe Anne Arundel 
County or Maryland will 
have any shortages in 
food. “There is a clear is-
sue with too many people 
being in a grocery store at 
once,” he said.

Of Maryland’s 1,413 
cases, 43 cases have been 
released from isolation, 
and there have been 
15 deaths.

Thirty-two of the cases 
were in the under-20 popu-
lation, 1,190 people were 
20 to 69 years old and 191 

COVID-19 County Health Update

Leslie Coleman made 21 masks for nurses in 
the newborn intensive care unit (NICU) at the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore.

Left: In late March, 
Vida Mini Mart 
became a destination 
not just for tacos and 
margaritas but also 
for bread, produce 
and eggs. Right: 
Ellen Kinsella 
(right), SPAN’s 
director of 
development, and 
Jennifer Pumphrey, 
SPAN’s director of 
operations, have 
continued to help 
families in need.
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By Haley Weisgerber

Severna Park resident 
Sharon Atkinson has 
dedicated her retirement 
to making a difference.

Atkinson, who is a self-
proclaimed people person, 
has always been inter-
ested in serving others. 
After retiring from school 
counseling in 2010, she 
used her free time to take 
on a variety of roles in the 
community.

Atkinson has been an 
active member of Woods 
Memorial Presbyterian 
Church’s mission minis-
try. She has traveled to 
Malawi twice and Guate-
mala five times.

Inspired by her expe-
riences in Guatemala, 
Atkinson began taking 
Spanish classes at Anne 
Arundel Communi-
ty College.

She became involved 
in the Backpack Buddies 
Program at Tyler Heights 
Elementary school in An-
napolis. The program pro-
vides meals and snacks 
to children in need. After 
seeing a need, Atkinson 

and another volunteer 
brought the program to 
Annapolis Middle School. 
Atkinson ran the program 
for six years before pass-
ing leadership to another 
group of volunteers.

“It was like my kid-
fix,” said Atkinson. “I 
was ready to retire but I 
missed being around chil-
dren. Now, 10 years later, 
the program is still going.”

In September of 2010, 
Atkinson started volun-
teering with Partners In 
Care (PIC), a nonprofit 
organization that allows 
seniors to age in place 
and remain independent. 
They provide rides, repair 
household items, establish 
connections and more.

“Partners in Care works 
on a reciprocity system,” 
said Atkinson. “We are 
the good neighbors people 
used to have. If we give 
you a ride, you don’t pay 
for anything, but you 
do something else. You 
donate to the PIC bou-
tique, or if we have an 
event, you would bake a 
cake for it.”

In her 10 years with 

PIC, Atkinson has driven 
over 8,378 miles and vol-
unteered 1,588 hours. She 
said her favorite part of 
the job is the people she 
meets along the way.

“Their children have 
heard their stories 10,000 
times,” she said. “I’m a 
new set of ears and their 
stories are just fasci-
nating. It’s just fun to 
share time with people 
who have such amaz-
ing life stories. I gain so 
much from it.”

Atkinson said one of 
her favorite memories is 
meeting a woman who 
was a holocaust survivor.

“Some of the people I 
will get to be really good 
friends with and they 
will request me when 
they need a ride,” said 
Atkinson. “It’s really fun 
because you do get that 
relationship with them.”

She also volunteers 
in the PIC boutique, an 
upscale resale store that 
largely funds the PIC pro-
grams. Atkinson works 
the cash register every 
Friday afternoon.

“I love it all,” said 
Atkinson. “I like the one-
on-one part of doing the 
job, but the boutique is 
fun because people get so 
excited to find wonderful 
bargains.”

Atkinson said PIC has 
become her “fun job.” 
Though she is technically 
retired, Atkinson will 
continue to volunteer 
with PIC and establish 
relationships that will last 
a lifetime.

“It is very much like 
family and they really do 
care for their members,” 
said Atkinson. “It’s a neat 
group of people and they 
do such amazing things.”

Sharon Atkinson (right) was presented the Margueritte 
Mills Volunteer of the Month award by Severna Park Voice 
Publisher Dianna Lancione.

Margueritte Mills
Volunteer 
Of The Month
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Local Woman Is Dedicated 
To Serving The Community
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Protect Your ID at our FREE Shred-It Event!
Saturday, March 28 | 9 am – 12 pm

EXCITING EXPANSION FOR VIBRANT, ACTIVE SENIORS.

Brightview. Bright Life! 

Severna Park High 
School’s drama depart-
ment issued an update on 
March 17 to answer com-
mon questions about this 
year’s production of Rock 
‘N’ Roll Revival. Shows 
were canceled this year in 
accordance with state and 
local government decisions 
regarding COVID-19.

“This is a huge disap-
pointment to everyone 
involved in the show,” the 
letter states. “We hope 
that our many community 
supporters understand how 
difficult this cancellation 
is for everyone, especially 
our student performers, 
band members, tech crew, 
hair and makeup crew, 
parent volunteers and staff 

who have been working on 
this show since January. 
Of course, the health and 
safety of our community is 
paramount.”

No refunds will be issued 
because the money had 
already been spent on show 
preparations, costumes, 
set-building materials, 
lights and sound equip-
ment. However, tickethold-
ers will have free access to 
an online link of rehearsals 
filmed by a videographer. 
The customary cost for a 
show DVD is $30. Those 
who didn’t purchase tickets 
will be able to buy the DVD.

For more information 
and to find the link once 
it’s online, go to www.
sphsdrama.com.

Rock ‘N’ Roll Revival Canceled, 
But DVD Will Be Sold

Pittman Re-Establishes 
Community Grant Program
Anne Arundel County 

Executive Steuart Pittman 
announced is re-establishing 
a community grant program 
in the upcoming Fiscal Year 
2021 budget. The program 
was previously phased out 
beginning in the Fiscal Year 
2017 budget after the Anne 
Arundel County Council 
passed Resolution 47-15. Since 
that time, some funding has 
been provided to community 
organizations through specific 
county departments.

The community grant 
program is intended to of-
fer county funding support 
for nonprofit organizations 
that provide vital services to 
county residents. Priorities 
include making services avail-
able to underserved popula-
tions, addressing the health 
and well-being of communi-
ties, and promoting equity 
and inclusion. The application 
period opened on March 1 for 
FY 2021 funding for eligible 
nonprofit organizations carry-

ing out key health and human 
services priorities in an effort 
to make Anne Arundel County 
“The Best Place - For All.”

Applications are due 
on April 15 by 4:00pm. If 
awarded, funds will be made 
available on or around July 1, 
2021 pending FY 2021 bud-
get approval by the county 
council. The amount of fund-
ing available for the program 
in the proposed budget has 
not yet been determined, as 
budget deliberations are still 
underway. The county execu-
tive will submit his proposed 
budget on May 1, 2020.

Arundel Community Devel-
opment Services, Inc. (ACDS) 
will oversee the grant process 
for the county. Detailed grant 
guidelines and submission in-
structions are contained in the 
FY 2021 County Executive’s 
Community Support Grants 
Application packet: www.
aacounty.org/departments/
county-executive/community-
support-grants/index.html.
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Food/Dining
1. Best Restaurant Overall: 1. Park Tavern  
2. Adam’s Taphouse and Grille

2. Best Wait Staff: 1. Garry’s Grill 
2. Adam’s Taphouse and Grille

3. Best Breakfast: 1. The Breakfast Shoppe  
2. Garry’s Grill

4. Best Lunch: 1. Garry’s Grill 
2. Adam’s Taphouse and Grille

5. Best Dinner: 1. Café Mezzanotte 
2. Adam’s Taphouse and Grille

6. Best Kids’ Menu: 1. Park Tavern  
2. Adam’s Taphouse and Grille

7. Best Bakery: 1.Cakes & Confections Bakery 
Cafe  2. Kirsten’s Cakery

8. Best Barbecue: 1. Adam’s Taphouse and Grille  
2. Severna Park Taphouse

9. Best Burger: 1. Five Guys Burgers & Fries  
2. Adam’s Taphouse and Grille

10. Best Coffee: 1. The Big Bean 2. Starbucks
11. Best Crab Cake: 1. The Point Crab House  
2. Hellas Restaurant and Lounge

12. Best Pizza: 1. Squisito Pizza & Pasta  
2. Little Carmine’s N.Y. Pizza Kitchen

13. Best Salad: 1. Garry’s Grill 2. Park Tavern
14. Best Sandwich/Sub: 1. Jeno’s Steaks  
2. Jersey Mike’s Subs

15. Best Seafood: 1. The Point Crab House  
2. Sullivan’s Cove

16. Best Wings: 1. Adam’s Taphouse and Grille 
2. Shooter’s Sports Bar & Grill

17. Best Dessert: 1. Cakes & Confections Bakery 
Cafe  2. Garry’s Grill

18. Best Ice Cream: 1.FroYo House 
2. Bruster’s Real Ice Cream

19. Best Fast Food: 1. Chick-fil-A  2. Chipotle
20. Best Asian: 1. Ming’s Cafe  2. Thai Paradise
21. Best Mexican: 1. Mi Pueblo II 
2. Vida Taco Bar

22. Best Italian: 1. Café Mezzanotte  
2. La Posta Pizzeria & Italian Kitchen

23. Best Gluten-Free Selection: 1. April’s Table  
2. Sullivan’s Cove

24. Best Vegetarian Selection: 1. April’s Table  
2. Severna Park Taphouse

25. Best Caterer: 1. April’s Table  
2. Adam’s Taphouse and Grille

26. Best Delivery Service: 1. Chick-fil-A  
2. Jimmy John’s

27. Best Bar: 1. Severna Park Taphouse  
2. Park Tavern

28. Best Special Occasion: 1. Café Mezzanotte  
2. Café Bretton

Beauty & Fitness
1. Best Fitness Club: 1. Park Fitness 

2. RockWell Fitness
2. Best Hair Salon/Barber Shop: 1. The Park Salon 

& Barber 2. Image Creators Salon and Spa
3. Best Hair Stylist/Barber: 1. Emidio Tripodi at 
Emidio Vincenzo Escape 
2. Ashli Shade at Split Ends Salon

4. Best Martial Arts Program: 1. Kwon’s Taekwondo 
2. Jing Ying Institute of Kung Fu & Tai Chi

5. Best Place For A Massage: 1. Sass Well  
2. Emidio Vincenzo Escape

6. Best Massage Therapist: 
1. Kate Langston – Sass Well 
2. Dewald de Lange – Emidio Vincenzo Escape

7. Best Nail Salon: 1. Emidio Vincenzo Escape 
2. VIP Nail Studio

8. Best Spa: 1. Emidio Vincenzo Escape 
2. Bodyworx Spa

9. Best Weight-Loss Program: 1. Park Fitness 
2. Vital Fitness Holistic Center

Health
1. Best Medical Practice: 1. Maryland Primary Care 

Physicians  2. Annapolis Pediatrics
2. Best Physician: 1. Dr. Andre Gvozden  

2. Dr. Victor Plavner
3. Best Women’s Care: 1. Bay Radiology
4. Best Chiropractic Practice: 1. Fare Chiropractic  

2. Back & Neck Care Center
5. Best Dental Practice: 1. Dr. Paul Kinsey  

2. McCarl Dental Group
6. Best Optometry Practice: 1. Peepers of 
Severna Park

7. Best Ophthalmology Practice: 
1. Peepers of Severna Park 
2. Rutzen Eye Specialists & Laser Center

8. Best Orthodontic Practice: 1. Wright 
Orthodontics  2. Spivak Orthodontics

9. Best Pediatric Practice: 1. Gvozden Pediatrics  
2. Annapolis Pediatrics

10. Best Pharmacy: 1. Park Pharmacy  2. Giant
11. Best Physical Therapy Practice: 1. Patterson 

Physical Therapy  2. FX Physical Therapy
12. Best Mental Health Care: 1. Waypoint 
Wellness Center  2. Brady Mental Health & Wellness

13. Best Veterinary Practice: 
1. Severna Park Veterinary Hospital  
2. Healing Paws Veterinary Wellness Center

14. Best Senior Home: 1. Brightview Senior Living 
2. Sunrise Senior Living

Professional Services
1. Best Accountant: 1. Gardiner & Appel Group
2. Best Insurance Agent: 
1. Lee Talbot — State Farm

3. Best Investment Adviser: 
1. Frederick Cassilly — Cassilly Financial Group  
2. Jason LaBarge — Premier Planning Group

4. Best Lawyer: 1. Paula Darrah 
2. Andrew DiBlasio

5. Best Mortgage Company: 1. Primary Residential 
Mortgage Inc.  2. Arundel Federal Savings Bank

6. Best Realtor/Agent: 
1. Karen Jeffries — Coldwell Banker 
2. David Orso — Compass Real Estate

Best Home Services
1. Best Fencing Contractor: 1. Fence & Deck 

Connection
2. Best Flooring/Carpet Contractor: 

1.Dorrance Hardwood Floors
3. Best Cleaning Service: 1. Park Power Wash
4. Best Home Improvement Contractor:  

1. Landmark Roofing 
2. Tomas Brothers Home Improvement

5. Best HVAC Contractor: 
1. Cornett Heating & Cooling

6. Best Interior Designer: 1. Laura Bauer Design 
2. Karen Renee Interior Design

7. Best Landscape/Lawn Contractor: 1. Musgrave 
Lawn & Landscape 2. Boucher Lawn & Landscape

8. Best Painting Contractor: 1. Bay Country 
Painters

9. Best Pool Service: 1. Leslie’s Pool Supplies  
2. Goudy Pools

10. Best Plumbing Contractor:  
1. Dwyer Plumbing 2. Cipriano Brothers Plumbing

Community Services
1. Best Auto Repair: 1. Severna Park Automotive  

2. Magothy Auto Services
2. Best Bank: 1. M&T Bank 
2. Arundel Federal Savings Bank

3. Best Car Wash: 1. The Great American Car Wash  
2. Mighty Spray Carwash

4. Best Dry Cleaner: 1. Admiral Cleaners  
2. New Cleaners

5. Best Pet Grooming: 1. Lisa’s Pet Grooming  
2. Mutt & Joe

Retail/Shopping
1. Best Overall Customer Service: 1. Park Fitness  

2. The Cottage
2. Best Art/Photography/Frame Shop: 1. Side 

Street Framers & Gift Gallery  2. Benfield Art Gallery
3. Best Bicycle Shop: 1. Pedal Pushers  2. Bike Doctor
4. Best Consignment Shop: 1. Savvy Consignment  

2. Honeysuckle Quality Consignment
5. Best Home Décor: 1. Park Home  2. The Cottage
6. Best Florist: 1. Severna Flowers & Gifts  

2. Peaceful Petals Flower Truck
7. Best Garden Center: 1. Homestead Gardens 

2. Gary’s Gardens
8. Best Gift Shop: 1. The Cottage  2. Park Home
9. Best Grocery Store: 1. Giant  2. Harris Teeter
10. Best Hardware Store: 1. Clement Hardware  

2. Ace Hardware
11. Best Jeweler: 1. Marc Todd Jewelers  

2. Zachary’s Jewelers
12. Best Liquor Store: 1. Dawson’s Liquors  

2. Fishpaws Marketplace
13. Best Toy Store: 1. Franklin’s Toys  2. Five Below
14. Best Pet Supply Store: 

1. All For The Pet  2. Petco

Entertainment
1. Best Place For Family Entertainment:  
1. Severna Park Lanes  2. EcoAdventures

2. Best Live Music: 1. Brian Boru Irish Restaurant and 
Pub  2. Romilo’s Restaurant & Bar

3. Best Happy Hour: 1. Park Tavern 
2.  Severna Park Taphouse 

4. Best Place To Watch The Game:   
1. Mother’s Peninsula Grille  2. Severna Park Taphouse

5. Best Place To Take Out-Of-Towners:  
1. The Point Crab House  2. Park Tavern

6. Best Entertainment Venue Within 25 Miles:  
1. Rams Head On Stage  2. Rams Head Live!

Best Children’s Activities
1. Best Activity/Entertainment Center: 

1. Creative Force Dance Center  2. EcoAdventures
2. Best After-School Program: 1. Creative Force 

Dance Center  2. Kwon’s Taekwondo
3. Best Children’s Dance Company: 1. Creative 

Force Dance Center  2. Spotlight Studio of Dance
4. Best Day Care: 1. Vineyard Child Care Center 

2. The Goddard School of Arnold
5. Best Music Instruction Program:  

1. Rattle and Roll  2. Theater in the Park
6. Best Playground: 1. Kinder Farm Park
7. Best Party Rental Venue: 1. Creative Force Dance 

Center  2. EcoAdventures  2. Severna Park Gymnastics
8. Best Summer Camp: 1. YMCA 

2. Creative Force Dance Center
9. Best Sports Facility: 1. Kinder Farm Park  2. The Y
10. Best Youth Sports League: 1. Green Hornets  

2. Broadneck Bays

Community
1. Most Desirable Community: 

1. Olde Severna Park  2. Shipley’s Choice
2. Best Community Beach: 

1. Olde Severna Park  2. Round Bay
3. Best Pool: 1. Whitehurst  2. Chartridge
4. Best Club: 1. Chartwell Golf and Country Club
5. Best Nonprofit Organization: 1. SPAN  
2. Severna Park Community Center

6. Best Place To Work: 1. The Cottage 
2. Brightview Severna Park

7. Best Church: 1. St. John the Evangelist Roman 
Catholic Church  2. Severna Park United Methodist Church

8. Best Religious Leader: 1. The Rev. Lee Ferrell  
2. Father Erik Arnold

9. Best School: 1. Severna Park High School 
2. Severn School

10. Best Marina:  1. Whitehurst 
2. Hamilton Harbour Marina and Boatworks

11. Best Business To Open in 2019: 1. Café Rio 
2. Sullivan’s Cove

And The Winners For The 2020 Best Of Severna Park Are…

Glen Burnie | Crownsville | Linthicum | New Cut | Odenton | Riviera Beach | Severn | Severna Park

BofGB.com | 410-766-3300

®

Bank Smart. Bank Local.
For more than 70 years, The Bank of Glen Burnie® has 
helped residents of Anne Arundel County turn dreams 
into reality. We’ve built lasting relationships based on 
trust, stability and community involvement. Locally 
owned and operated, we have a personal stake in the 
communities we serve.

Whether opening a checking or savings account, 
buying a new car or home, or even starting your own 
local business, we offer a full range of banking products 
designed to meet your unique financial needs.

We offer big bank options, with local, personalized 
customer service. Stop by your local branch today to 
see for yourself what community banking means. 

Surcharge-free 
access to 24,000
ATMs nationwide

All loans subject to credit approval. Consult a loan officer for complete details. All interest rates, terms and fees subject to change at any time.

410-987-8300  | 401 Headquarters Drive, Millersville, MD 21108
MillersvilleAH@Gmail.com  | MillersvilleAnimalHospital.com

 facebook.com/MillersvilleAnimalHospital   @millersvilleanimalhospital

We Love Them 
Like You Do!

Now welcoming new clients
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Families Enjoy The 
Outdoors During Shutdown

Photos by Mandala Wojnar

Kinder Farm Park started offering free 
admission on March 16. Many local residents 
enjoyed this perk on March 19 while taking 
advantage of the beautiful day. For many, it 
was a great opportunity to get some fresh air 
while still practicing social distancing. The 
playground is closed, but the many trails, 
fields and ponds are still accessible. Kinder 
Farm Park is located in Millersville, and is 
open daily from 7:00am to dusk. A park 
spokesperson said it is uncertain when the 
park will resume admission fees.

By Alyson Kay

As the weather warms up 
and flowers start to bloom, 
Americans of every skill 
level start preparing for the 
next baseball and softball 
seasons, including some 
of Anne Arundel County’s 
senior citizens.

The Anne Arundel Se-
nior Softball Association 
(AASSA), in its 27th year, 
provides people age 60 and 
over with the opportu-
nity to compete in softball 
games against seniors of 
various ages and skill levels. 
There’s also a 50 and over 
league for younger players.

“Everybody’s welcome as 
long as they’re age-eligible 
and can still move around 
a little bit and play,” said 
league president Mike 
Christ. “We like to think it 
helps keep us young.”

To make games safer, 
players can slide only into 
second and third bases, 
and games use two home 
plates spaced apart to 
avoid collisions. Teams 
also make use of courtesy 
runners for players with 
limited mobility.

To keep the teams even, 
the league holds practices 
at the beginning of the 
season to divide players 

into three skill level groups. 
The players are then drafted 
into one of the league’s six 
teams. The draft is repeated 
every year, so players can 
expect to play on a differ-
ent team each year. After 
the teams are set, they 
decide practice schedules 
individually.

Friendships form natu-
rally between players.

“It’s just a general you 
meet somebody and become 
a teammate,” Christ said. 
“There’s this thing about 
sports that brings people 
together.”

Even outside of practice 
and games, sometimes mul-
tiple teams will hold events 
to socialize.

“Some of the teams will 
get together, maybe spon-
sored by a local eatery or 
a bar,” said Christ. “Play-
ers will get together after 
a game, congregate, talk 
about how good they did or 
how terrible.”

The league holds a year-
end banquet where players 
are awarded trophies. The 
league also has a hall of 
fame that players can be 
inducted into.

The league’s structure 
helps foster relation-
ships as well.

“Because we have a 

draft league that everyone 
changes teams every year, 
pretty much after a while 
you know everyone in the 
league,” said Christ. “It’s 
like a large family.”

Some players in the 
league have played together 
for decades.

“This past fall, four of 
these players we inducted 
have played together prob-
ably since their 20s, been 
on teams with each other, 
been on teams against each 
other,” Christ said. “Their 
wives know each other. 
Their kids know each other. 
That’s just through softball. 
And they all come from dif-
ferent walks of life.”

According to Christ, the 
hardest part of running 
a senior league like the 
AASSA is finding enough 
people who can play.

“The main thing is find-
ing enough healthy players 
who know about us,” said 
Christ. “We always seem 
to encounter people who 
are able and willing to 
play but just didn’t know 
we existed.”

The 2020 senior softball 
season is expected to begin 
on April 24. To inquire 
about joining, contact 
league commissioner Mike 
West at 410-271-2446.

Senior Softball Yields Social Opportunities
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By Zach Sparks

When Americans real-
ized the full scope of the 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
impact, governors across the 
nation began to ban large 
public gatherings, educa-
tional leaders scrambled to 
close schools, and lawmakers 
worked to finish their annual 
sessions early. Maryland was 
no different, with 660 bills 
passing in the final days of the 
2020 session, which adjourned 
roughly one month in advance 
of its scheduled end.

“We were trying to make 
sure we had consumer protec-
tions against price gouging, 
that we had protections for 
employees so they couldn’t 
be fired for having to take 
time off to quarantine, and 
we wanted to make sure there 
was expanded unemploy-
ment,” said Delegate Heather 
Bagnall, a Democrat from 
District 33. “There were things 
we couldn’t do. We ran out of 
time. A lot of us continued to 

work with our federal delega-
tions to make sure these gaps 
were filled.”

Not everyone was pleased 
with the result. Delegate Sid 
Saab, a Republican from Dis-
trict 33, referred to the relief 
package as a one-size-fits-all 
approach, and he said several 
bills were rammed through 
the legislature without a full 
hearing in both chambers.

“We need to help hotel 
workers and restaurant 
workers, not the people who 
are at home but still getting 
paid,” he said.

While the 2020 legislative 
session will largely be remem-
bered for its abrupt end, it 
still yielded enough time for 
lawmakers to enact reforms 
that will impact Marylanders 
for years.

One of those bills was the 
Blueprint for Maryland’s Fu-
ture — an education plan that 
stems from the Kirwan Com-
mission’s recommendations 
— which will cost roughly 
$4 billion per year over the 

next decade.
“The blueprint was a 

promise to Maryland; 
it was a promise that 
even after a crisis, we’re 
committed to improving 
Maryland schools, that 
we’re committed to find-
ing solutions to a global 
education system, and 
that we’re committed to 
seeing this out all the 
way through,” Bagnall 
said. “The Thornton 
[Commission law] was 
working and then we 
stopped funding it, and we 
can’t do that again. Even in 
the 11th hour when the mag-
nitude of the coronavirus was 
coming to light, we were still 
putting in guardrails; we were 
still putting in safeguards and 
measures to figure out, if the 
economy does change, what 
do we do? Do we expand the 
timeline? If we hit a reces-
sion, what do we do? So that 
bill was a promise that every 
year we will come back and 
make sure Maryland’s future 

is secure.”
To offset some of that 

cost, the General Assembly 
expanded Maryland’s 6% 
sales tax to digital products 
and services (like stream-
ing services and software 
downloads) and raised the 
tax on cigarettes while also 
applying that tax to vaping 
products. The contentious 
bill was supported by most 
Democrats and opposed by 
most Republicans.

“Whether they’re self-
quarantining or required to 
be at home, or they’re home 
because unfortunately they 
don’t have a job to go to 
right now, you’re going to be 
increasing the tax on one of 
the few things they can do 
from home,” Delegate Michael 
Malone, a Republican, said 
of taxing streaming services. 
“We certainly hope that by the 
time the tax goes into place 
that things will improve, but 
the messaging of it is quite 
concerning.”

Bagnall liked the bill, saying 
it “leveled the playing field for 
brick-and-mortar businesses.”

“In Anne Arundel County, 
80% of our businesses are 
small businesses. So when 
we aren’t taxing our corpora-
tions and we aren’t taxing our 
online businesses to the same 

degree that we are tax-
ing our brick and mortar, 
it actually hurts local 
business,” Bagnall said.

Malone also took 
issue with the tax on 
cigarettes.

“Although I am very 
concerned about the 
tobacco use in Anne 
Arundel County, the 
state and the nation, 
as a whole that’s still a 
very regressive tax,” he 
said. “It’s going to nearly 
double the tax on ciga-

rettes and make it nearly $10 
a pack. And although it would 
be wonderful if that gets 
somebody to stop smoking, 
if it doesn’t, it puts greater 
financial strain on folks.”

Democrats also drafted 
legislation for a referendum 
that will ask voters if the 
General Assembly should 
be able to reallocate funds 
from the governor’s proposed 
budget instead of having only 
the ability to cut items from 
the budget, or to add items 
only with a revenue stream. 
Republicans tried to pass 
an amendment to rephrase 
the wording of the question, 
which will appear on Novem-
ber’s ballot, but it failed.

“My concern with the ballot 
measure is a key line in the 
text [explaining the] shift of 
how the legislature can cut 
from the budget, then real-
locate, and the last line is to 
‘maintain a balanced budget,’” 
Malone said. “So when you 
hear that, I think the voters 
will think this is a good thing 
because they will focus on 
that including clause about 
the balanced budget because 
they will think that is some-
thing new, and Maryland 
already has in its constitu-
tion that the budget may be 
balanced.”

Another potential ballot 
item, which did not pass, was 
Malone’s redistricting bill 
that he has championed for 
three years. The bill would 
ask voters if congressional 
districts should be drawn so 
that they’re compact, contigu-
ous, of adjoining territory and 
give due regard for geographic 
and political boundaries. That 
measure would need to pass 
this session to reach voters by 
November’s general election 
instead of waiting until the 
next cycle. Malone’s bill had 
63 cosponsors but never made 
it to a vote.

“On the last day of session, 
the rules committee, which 
is the committee that needed 
to vote on it to get it on the 
floor, took time to vote on 
a resolution on whether or 
not Washington D.C. should 
have statehood,” Malone said, 
“and they took time to vote 
on two procedures on how 
FIFA will handle the World 
Cup and competition related 
to any World Cup games that 
might be played in Maryland. 
I didn’t think the resolution 
was bad, but the World Cup is 
not coming to North America 
until 2026. Why were those 
two things being addressed 
but not redistricting?”

A special session may be 
held in May. If so, it will 
be reserved for emergency 
legislation, not the bevy of 
bills that didn’t pass in 2020. 
This year’s General Assembly 
session is over, but the work is 
far from done.

“People want to help, and 
the challenge right now is 
people don’t know how to 
help,” Bagnall said. “So they’re 
finding ways to take care of 
each other. That’s a real testa-
ment to the people we repre-
sent, and it is a real honor to 
represent this district.”

MOVING? DOWNSIZING?  
We’re here to help.
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CALVERT VETERINARY CENTER
“Your Other Family Doctor”

4100 Mountain Rd. (across from Lake Shore Plaza)     410-360-PAWS (7297)
Hours of Operation:  Monday – Friday, 7:30a.m. – 7:30p.m., Saturday, 8-1p.m.

Check out our website today! www.calvertvet.com

Got Cats? 
We want to see them. Come 

in and find out about our 
feline friendly options.

NEW PATIENTS BEING ACCEPTED
 Ultrasound
 Digital X-ray
 House calls
 Medical boarding 

 In-house laboratory
 Therapy laser
 Laser surgery
 Pharmacy on-site

Specializing in dogs, cats, birds, reptiles, and exotic small mammals

Free Feliway wipe 
with Cat exam

A private yacht and beach club located 
just two miles northwest of the 

Chesapeake Bay Bridge; nestled between 
the Bay Bridge and the Magothy River. 
 
For direct access to boating on the 
Bay and leisurely activities, as well 
as boatel storage and wet slips.
 

410-757-8000
james.podpoint@gmail.com

2116 Bay Front Terrace, 
Annapolis, MD 21409
www.podickorypoint.com

Annapolis’ Best Kept Secret!
Your Scenic Gateway To the Chesapeake Bay

www.bakersisters.com410-768-7740
8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205 Pasadena, MD 21122

Time for a Spring Cleaning
Drs. Jessica and Amanda Baker are delighted to be providing quality, 
gentle, comprehensive dental care to patients in their hometown. 
With twenty-eight years combined dental experience, they are happy 
to treat patients of all ages.  Call today to set up appointments for you 
and your family!

Baker Sisters
Family Dental Care

• Same Day Appointments 
   Available
• Small, family owned 
   dental practice
• Many dental insurance 
   plans accepted
• Wide range of dental         
   services provided

• Patients of all ages  
  welcome, including    
  CHILDREN

• Patients treated
  like family

• InvISalIgn
• SaMe day croWnS 

Maryland Legislators Rush To Pass Bills Before Session Ends

Photo by Brenda Wintrode

U.S. Senators Ben Cardin (right) and 
Chris Van Hollen addressed the Anne 
Arundel County delegation in March to 
discuss coronavirus preparations.
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$500 OFF
COmplete shingle 
ROOF ReplaCement

(min. 1500 sf roof. expires 05/01/2020)

Cunningham Contracting, Inc. specializes in Roofing, 
Exteriors, and Remodeling Contracting. We are fully licensed, 
insured and provide guarantees on all our work. We have 
over 25 years of experience and have serviced thousands of 
satisfied clients in the Maryland area.

Roofing | General Contracting | Residential-Commercial

Mark Cunningham, Owner

Call Today   410-721-8757 Licensed & Insured
MHIC#87171

Now offeriNg 
multiple 

home 
improvemeNt 

fiNaNce 
optioNs!

Visit our website or call today to request a 
free no obligation estimate.

www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

By Laura McElwain 
Colquhoun

Partners In Care, the non-
profit organization based in 
Pasadena that assists older 
adults in Anne Arundel 
County, will soon launch 
a new program: Veterans 
Helping Veterans (VHV).

VHV is an extension of 
the services Partners In 
Care already provides. The 
new program will be only 
for veteran residents, and 
volunteers for the program 
will also be veterans.

Partners in Care assists 
residents age 50 and older 
who live in their home. 
Volunteers are at the heart 
of Partners In Care’s mis-
sion. “They amaze me to no 
end,” said Sharon Zentgraf, 
member care director and 
lead contact for VHV.

Residents are offered 
one ride per week with a 
volunteer, to somewhere 
they need to go, such as to 
doctor’s appointments or 
to the grocery store, or to 
somewhere they want to go. 
Partners In Care also offers 
socials and seminars on 
topics of interest to seniors, 
like taxes.

In addition, Partners In 
Care volunteers provide 
small handyman services 
to residents in the program, 

such as installing railings, 
changing lightbulbs and 
hanging pictures.

Zentgraf explained that 
VHV came about when 
veterans in their program 
requested services and 
seminars designed specifi-
cally for them. One of the 
areas Zentgraf said they can 
help veterans is to provide 
information they need from 
local and federal govern-
ments. “We can help get 
through the red tape and 
get them connected with 
the right people,” she said.

The annual Veterans Day 
ceremony Partners In Care 
has held for many years will 
continue. VHV will also 
offer socials and activities 
exclusively for veterans.

Although VHV has not 
been formally launched yet, 
Partners In Care recently of-
fered a seminar for veterans 
during last year’s Veterans 
Day event. Midshipmen 
from the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy in Annapolis engaged 
with veterans in discus-
sions. Zentgraf said the 
program was “amazing” in 
how the veterans and mid-
shipmen learned from each 
other and helped to bridge 
generations. Zentgraf noted 
most midshipmen could 
not picture the experi-
ences of older veterans 

until they had talked with 
them directly.

Zentgraf said having vet-
erans volunteering for other 
veterans is an important 
component of the program. 
“There’s a bond that none 
of us can understand,” she 
noted. VHV will help facili-
tate connections with other 
veterans, which Zentgraf 
noted is especially impor-
tant as veterans get older 
because post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) tends 
to worsen with age.

There are currently 200 
veterans enrolled in Part-
ners In Care, and the non-
profit expects the number 
to increase, possibly double, 
when VHV is fully imple-
mented. Spouses of veterans 
are also eligible to enroll. 
As a result, they are seeking 
more veteran volunteers of 
any age to participate.

The launch date of VHV 
has recently been postponed 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. To find out when 
the new launch date will be, 
get more information about 
VHV, learn how veterans 
can enroll or learn how to 
become a volunteer, visit 
www.partnersincare.org/pro-
grams or call the Partners In 
Care office at 410-544-4800 
and ask for the veter-
ans program.

Partners In Care Launches  
Veterans Helping Veterans Program

Tower Federal Credit Union’s TowerCares Foundation awarded Partners In Care with a 
$5,000 check for the new veterans program.

By Judy Tacyn

Geographically situated in 
the heart of Severna Park, 
the Severna Park Com-
munity Center is the literal 
and figurative hub of our 
community. With meeting 
spaces for groups and clubs, 
a dance studio for aspir-
ing ballerinas, a pool for a 
future Michael Phelps, and 
a basketball court that hosts 
a myriad of sporting events 
and large gatherings, SPCC 
has been open to nearly 
every Severna Park resi-
dent to “gather, play, grow 
and thrive!”

Severna Park natives 
might not remember a time 
without this valuable com-
munity resource, but in fact, 
SPCC is just 25 years young. 
To celebrate the silver mile-
stone, Executive Director 
Sarah Elder teased, “Our an-
nual gala will be better than 
ever this year! Truly a night 
to remember.”

Dubbed “An Evening of 
Glamour and Giving,” the 
SPCC fundraising gala has 
been rescheduled from April 
18 to October 24, and it will 
honor its founders to mark 
the center’s silver anniver-
sary. To accommodate an 
expected 300-plus people, 
the event will be held at the 
Hilton Hotel at Linthicum 
Heights, near BWI airport, 
and it promises to be a spec-
tacular evening.

This year’s gala honors 
the founders of the commu-
nity center, including Andy 
Borland, Mark Corneal, Carl 
Gutschick, Charlie Kreter, 
Lee Marston, Jeff Norris, 
Terry Schoener, John 
Strange and Joan Tiernan.

Once a YMCA, that 
facility closed in 1996, and 
developers quickly saw 
townhouse potential on the 
large property. Wanting to 
preserve the community 

gathering place, a group 
of Severna Park citizens 
formed a committee, and in 
collaboration with Woods 
Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, purchased the 
property. The Severna Park 
Community Center was 
established as a nonprofit 
organization. The old YMCA 
was demolished and re-
placed with a beautiful new 
building that housed a pool 
for swimming and water-
based physical therapy, 
dance studios, gymnasium, 
fitness facility and commu-
nity meeting spaces.

“Through the past 25 
years, an estimated 20,000 
to 40,000 people per year 
enjoyed using the facility,” 
said Elder. “This year’s fun-
draiser and gala celebrates 
the vision and legacy of our 
founders. Money raised will 
help to ensure the center’s 
future success.”

Unlike galas past where 
a single community mem-
ber was recognized for 
contributions that year, 
“this year the center will 
applaud those individu-
als who helped to launch 
this local gem,” said board 
chairman David Orso. “We 
are so blessed to have such 
an amazing facility right 
here in the heart of Anne 
Arundel County.”

The night will feature 
fabulously delicious food 
stations so guests can move 
around and mingle with 
honorees and their Severna 
Park neighbors. The Shat-
ners Band will provide live 
music to help partiers dance 
the night away. There will be 
live and silent auctions, and 
of course a few surprises. 
The event might not be until 
October, but it’s never too 
early to start searching for 
the perfect gala attire com-
plete with silver sequins and 
glam in the silver-spangled 
Hollywood-themed style.

“While we are amaz-
ingly proud of our history,” 
added Elder, “we’ve got 
plenty more planned for the 
SPCC’s future!”

This year’s fundraiser 
will help offset the costs 
of repairing the center’s 
HVAC, renovating the dance 
studios, renovating the 
Andy Borland Gymnasium 
and remodeling the locker 
rooms, as well as program-
ming at SPCC.

It’s not too early to pur-
chase tickets for this sure-
to-sell-out evening. Vol-
unteers, donations, ticket 
sales and sponsorships are 
all needed. Tickets can be 
purchased on the website at 
www.spcommunitycenter.org 
(click on the “Giving” drop-
down and choose “Gala”).

And, if you are able to 
contribute or get involved, 
contact Sarah Elder at 
410-647-5843, ext. 201, 
or at selder@spcommunity-
center.org.

The Severna Park Voice 
plans to feature the honor-
ees over the months leading 
up to the 25th anniver-
sary gala so you can get to 
know these visionaries and 
learn their thoughts on 
what makes the Severna 
Park Community Center 
so special.

SPCC Gala To Celebrate 25 
Years, Honor Founders

“This year’s fundraiser 
and gala celebrates 
the vision and 
legacy of our 
founders. Money 
raised will help to 
ensure the center’s 
future success.”

 — Sarah Elder 
Executive Director 
Severna Park 
Community Center
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We beat ALL Competitors Written Esitmates

•  Broken Springs
•  Broken Cables
•  Rollers
•  Roll Up Doors
•  Wood Panels

•  New Doors 
    Installed
•  Door Off Track
•  Openers & 
    Remotes

24/7 Emergency Service    www.adpgaragedoors.com

410-600-1034

$69
Tune Up

Value $129
New customers only.
Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

Expires April 30, 2020. 

Estimates
FREE

$200
Off

New Door
New customers only. Cannot be
combined with any other offers.

Expires April 30, 2020. 

$59
Off

Springs
New customers only. Cannot be
combined with any other offers.

Expires April 30, 2020. 

Our family serving your family 
with professional, compassionate care

It’s how you live that matters

 Senior Assisted Living & Memory Care
www.springarborliving.com

Pet friendly

with professional, compassionate care

Our family serving your family 
with professional, compassionate care

It’s how you live that matters

 Senior Assisted Living & Memory Care
www.springarborliving.com

Pet friendly

with professional, compassionate care

From Residential Assisted Living to
Alzheimer’s Care, at Spring Arbor our

teams nurture each resident’s independence 
by promoting dignity and choice within a 

setting of compassionate care.

Spring Arbor of Crofton
1495 Riedel Road
Crofton, MD 21114

410-324-2790

Spring Arbor of Severna Park
345 Ritchie Highway

Severna Park, MD 21146
410-544-7774

Senior Assisted Living Memory Care
www.springarborliving.com
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promoting dignity and choice within a setting of compassionate care.
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345 Ritchie Highway
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Spring Arbor of Crofton
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Crofton, MD 21114
410-324-2790
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COVID-19 And 
The Courts

As I write this article on 
March 23, we are all expe-
riencing an unprecedent-
ed upheaval in our lives 
caused by the COVID-19 
health crisis affecting the 
globe. Most tragically, 
15,000 people have died 
worldwide. Markets are in 
a free-fall. Our children 
are home from school. As 
of 11:00am this morn-
ing, all non-essential 
Maryland businesses are 
closed, joining the res-
taurants, bars and health 
clubs that were shut-
tered the week before. 
We are advised not to get 
too close to our elderly 
grandparents, parents 
and loved ones. Super-
market shelves cannot 
be stocked fast enough. 
Health care workers are 
pulling double shifts. In 
my nearly 59 years, I have 
not experienced anything 
like this.

Since March 16, all state 
courts have been restrict-
ed to emergency op-
erations, through at least 
April 3. They have been 
closed to the public and 
lawyers. Most matters 
have been postponed and 
will be rescheduled. Es-
sential personnel, which 
include administrative 
judges, court administra-
tors and administrative 
heads, have been required 
to report to work. Admin-
istrative judges are deter-
mining what cases may be 
heard with remote elec-
tronic participation, or 
can be rescheduled after 
the emergency period has 
ended, or can be resolved 
without a hearing.

The Anne Arundel 
County Circuit Court has 
sent out a call for volun-
teer attorneys to be on 
standby should a petition 
be filed by an individual 
or group contesting isola-
tion and/or quarantine as 
the result of a government 
directive. Individuals or-
dered for quarantine and/
or isolation are entitled to 
challenge the decision in 
the Circuit Court and to 
have counsel appointed to 
represent them.

At the Law Office of 

David V. Diggs LLC, we 
are planning for worse 
and hoping for better. 
We are socially distanc-
ing, washing our hands 
frequently and soldiering 
onward. We are fortunate 
to be among the essen-
tial business “that sup-
port the judicial system.” 
Nevertheless, things have 
changed. I haven’t been 
in court since March 12. 
Many of our clients are 
unable to work and they 
do not know if their jobs 
will still be around when 
the crisis passes. I am not 
sure of much, as we do 
what we can to stem the 
disorder, but I am nearly 
sure that my next court 
appearance on April 7 is 
likely to be postponed.

Fortunately for the day-
to-day practice of the law, 
most of the state’s courts 
allow for the electronic 
filing of court documents. 
While I prefer face-to-face 
exchanges with clients, 
during the emergency, 
video conferencing and 
old-fashioned telephone 
calls are nearly as effec-
tive, without the threat of 
contagion.

Lawyers and their 
clients are confronted by 
myriad deadlines. Most 
lawsuits must be filed 
within three years of the 
event. Every complaint 
filed brings deadlines for 
naming experts, complet-
ing discovery, amending 
pleadings, filing pre-trial 
statements, etc. For crimi-
nal defendants, there is 
a constitutional right to 
a speedy trial. It remains 
to be seen whether or not 
any of these legal dead-
lines will be waived by 
our courts.

Finally, if you or a loved 
one have questions about 
the legal ramifications 
posed by the COVID-19 
health crisis, you should 
consult with an attorney 
you can trust and who 
will assist you in making 
informed decisions.

David Diggs is your 
neighbor and legal counsel. 
If you need further informa-
tion regarding this subject, 
contact The Law Office 
of David V. Diggs LLC at 
410-244-1171 or david@
diggslaw.com. The office is 
located at 8684 Veterans 
Highway, Suite 204, in 
Millersville.

David Diggs
The Law Office of 

David V. Diggs

By Lieutenant Junior Grade  
Jacob Dirr

Sean Flanagan relieved Corey Poor-
man as commanding officer of the 
Los Angeles-class fast-attack subma-
rine USS Pasadena (SSN 752) during 
a ceremony at Naval Station Norfolk 
on March 6.

Guest speaker Captain Chris 
Cavanaugh, director, Submarine/Nu-
clear Officer Distribution (PERS 42), 
praised Poorman, a Severna Park na-
tive, for his inspirational leadership.

“I’m incredibly proud of Com-
mander Poorman and his crew, who 
represent everything I love about 
the submarine force,” Cavanaugh 
said. “The crew is ready, with a strong 
culture of warfighting and camara-
derie. Pasadena also has maintained 
a fantastic relationship with the 
community, and the support from the 
families is phenomenal.”

Under Poorman’s leadership, 
Pasadena transitioned from the West 
Coast to its new homeport in Norfolk 
last year, and earned the 2017 and 
2019 Battle Efficiency E for Subma-
rine Squadron 11 (CSS-11).

During his remarks, Poorman 
thanked his crew through anec-
dotes about various sailors and their 
accomplishments.

“To the fighting warriors of Pasa-
dena, let me say it’s been the greatest 
honor of my life to serve as a com-

manding officer,” Poorman said. “The 
world is a dangerous place and we 
must remain ready, so never, ever, 
cede your operational readiness.”

Poorman will transfer to com-
mander, submarine force, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, to in-
struct future submarine commanding 
officers. He was relieved of command 
by Flanagan after reading his orders.

Flanagan enlisted in the Navy from 
Douglas, Georgia, in 1997. He was 
assigned as a nuclear electrician’s 
mate and completed the Nuclear 
Field “A” School and Nuclear Power 
School in Orlando, Florida. Following 
prototype training, he was assigned 
as a staff Instructor on MTS-635 in 
Charleston, South Carolina, where 
he was selected for the Nuclear 
Enlisted Commissioning Program. 
He previously served as executive of-

ficer, Naval Nuclear 
Power Training 
Command, and as 
executive officer 
aboard USS John 

Warner (SSN 785).
During his first 

speech as command-
ing officer, Flanagan thanked the 
Pasadena team for the warm welcome 
and support throughout the turnover 
process; he praised the Pasadena 
sailors for the exceptional pride they 
all share.

“The pride you have in the ship 
that you show everyday inspires me,” 
Flanagan said. “I don’t have to tell 
you it’s a challenging world out there, 
and the nation expects us to answer 
the call if, and when, the time comes. 
I promise that I will work hard with 
you every day, and together we’ll 
make sure Pasadena is always ready. 
Anytime, anywhere!”

Pasadena was commissioned 
February 11, 1989, and in July 1991, 
it became the first improved 688 
class submarine to deploy. Measur-
ing more than 360 feet long and 
displacing more than 6,900 tons, 
Pasadena has a crew of approximately 
140 sailors. Pasadena is capable of 
supporting various missions, includ-
ing anti-submarine warfare, anti-
surface ship warfare, strike warfare, 
and intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance.

Military Spotlight

Proud Sponsor 
of the Military 

Spotlight
833-83-VALOR

www.valorexteriors.com

Sailor Completes Tour Aboard Submarine
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people were older than 69 
years old.

People who are 65 years 
and older and those with 
underlying medical issues are 
most at risk.

Symptoms
The Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC) currently 
acknowledge shortness of 
breath, fever and a dry cough 
as symptoms of COVID-19.

The COVID-19 symptoms 
are similar to the flu and the 
common cold and could ap-
pear anywhere between two 
to 14 days after contracting 
the virus. People who are hav-
ing trouble breathing should 
call their doctor before they 
go to the emergency room.

“Not all shortness of breath 
is COVID-19,” said Anne 
Arundel County Health Offi-
cer Dr. Nilesh Kalyanaraman. 
“It is still flu season, so we 
want to make that assessment 
as we can.”

Testing
Anne Arundel County is 

experiencing a shortage of 
tests. Currently, the county is 
asking people to call their doc-
tors or the health department 
for screening to determine if 
they need a test. Tests are be-
ing administered to high-risk 
citizens, those who have trav-
eled and people who have had 
fevers for more than 72 hours 
and severe symptoms first. 
People experiencing symp-
toms should call their primary 
care doctor or the health de-
partment to determine if they 
need to be tested.

Drive-thru testing, which 
should be available in Mary-
land soon, will be the most 
effective way to discover the 
virus for citizens and medical 
care workers.

The shortage of tests comes 
from the lack of testing meth-
ods that are available at the 
federal level. There are many 
private companies working 
with the federal government 
to mass-produce tests.

Currently, test results 
are expected to come back 

between four and seven days. 
The health department is 
working to speed up the pro-
cess, but there is not enough 
testing equipment to keep up 
with the number of tests.

“It’s a game of trying to 
keep up with as many tests as 
we try to do,” Kalyanaraman 
said. “Can we make sure we 
can process them? That is the 
delay we are seeing.”

Hospitals
Hospitals in Anne Arundel 

County are working on 
increasing surge capacity, 
which refers to the number of 
beds and ventilators available. 
Steps have been taken to can-
cel all elective surgeries and 
turn recovery and operating 
rooms into emergency rooms.

Taking preventive mea-
sures will slow the rate at 
which cases come into the 
hospitals. Currently, hospitals 
are receiving cases at a high 
rate. The slower the disease 
spreads, the better the health 
care system can handle it.

“Think back to just a few 
days ago when you go to the 
grocery store and the aisles 
are empty because everyone 
went there at once,” Kaly-
anaraman said. “Now imagine 
if we do that to our hospitals. 
That is a dangerous situation.”

Prevention
The health department 

advises all residents to wash 
their hands frequently, cover 
their coughs, avoid sharing, 
avoid touching their face or 
others and use hand sani-

tizer with 60% alcohol. It is 
not advised that people wear 
masks unless they are sick. A 
mask will only prevent the ill-
ness from spreading to other 
people and it will not keep the 
virus away.

“Those are the steps that 
you can take and each one 
of those steps decreases our 
risk,” Kalyanaraman said. 
“It’s hard. We are not used to 
thinking about every single 
action you take and that is 
what we are asking you to do.”

Social Distancing
The health department 

continues to ask Anne 
Arundel County residents 
to practice social distancing. 
People are asked to limit their 
circle of people and to keep 
it constant.

“It may seem like it’s not 
important and the question 
we get is, ‘How can my action 
be so important?’” Kalyanara-
man said. “Everything about 
this virus that we are focused 
on now is slowing it down. 
There is no vaccine at this 
time. There is no treatment 
at this time. What we have is 
individual actions and gov-
ernment actions to slow the 
spread of the virus.”

People should stay six feet 
away from one another, but 
they are encouraged to go on 
walks and spend time outside.

What Else Can You 
Do From Home?

To alleviate the health de-
partment of some non-medi-
cal calls, Pittman established 
the EOC (Emergency Opera-
tion Center) in Glen Burnie. 
The EOC is responsible for 
donations, communication 
and connecting residents 
with the department of the 
government that will best 
fill their non-medical needs 
during this pandemic. Medi-
cal supply donations are in 
high demand. For this reason, 
monetary donations are also 
being accepted through the 
Community Foundation 
of Anne Arundel County. 
Residents who do not have 
medical supplies still have an 
opportunity to help medical 
care workers to restock.

“We are all in this together, 
everywhere in the world,” 
Pittman said. “We will learn 
from this. We will recover 
together.”

Community members with 
medical questions about 
COVID-19 are asked to call 
410-222-7256. To contact 
EOC, call 410-222-0600 or 
email eoc@aacounty.org. To 
make a monetary donation, 
visit www.cfacc.org.

410-544-2476 380 Jumpers Hole Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

Maryland State Department of Education approved
curriculum for Nursery School and Kindergarten

Nursery School - Child Care - Pre-K - Before & After Care - Summer 

Kindergarten Full Day (Early Admission Option)
Talented & Gifted Programs

Registering now
for

Summer and Fall

• Childcare Age 2
• Nursery School for Age 3

• Pre-K for Age 4
• Kindergarten for Age 5

• Before & After Care - Thru Age 7

THANK YOU
TO THE ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY

5TH GRADERS
WHO ENTERED OUR MOTHER’S DAY

JEWELRY DESIGN CONTEST!

Now in its tenth year, the contest encourages local 
elementary school students to design a special 
piece of jewelry for their mom. And while there will 
only  be three official winners, everyone is a winner.

“It’s a great time.
Even the kids who don’t win 

are grateful. They put so much 
thought into the designs. It 

teaches them what it’s like to 
give something that comes 

from the heart.”
Erica Christian,

Zachary’s Jewelry Designer

5 2 2- A  RI TC H I E  H W Y
S E VE R NA  PA R K
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By Haley Weisgerber

Berrywood residents 
Dan and Susan Morrissey 
are making a difference 
in the best way they 
know how: by running 
a marathon.

On October 4, the Mor-
rissey family is traveling 
across the pond to run 
the London Marathon, 
one of the world’s largest 
fundraisers.

It was Susan who origi-
nally hooked the family 
on running.

“There was a women’s 5k 
at Quiet Waters Park and 
you didn’t have to have 
any experience,” said Su-
san. “You could just show 
up and they would help 
you to successfully run 
the race. I was able to do 
it. I wasn’t the fastest, but 
I crossed the finish line.”

Dan took up running 
shortly after and never 
looked back.

“I got involved and I 
really got the bug and 
started doing mara-
thons,” said Dan.

The London Marathon 
will be Dan’s sixth mara-
thon and Susan’s first.

Each year, runners from 
all over the world gather 
in London to support 
their favorite charities. 
In 2019, the runners 
raised a record-breaking 
66.4 million pounds, or 
$81 million.

Dan, Susan and their 
son Michael chose to 
fundraise for the Sal-
vation Army.

“I’m an advisory board 
member for the local 
Salvation Army,” said Dan, 
who has been involved 
with the organization for 
two years. “It seemed like 
a perfect fit.”

The Salvation Army 
is a church and a social 
service organization that 
strives to end poverty and 
ensure that every person 
is treated fairly.

“I’m excited that it’s 
the charity we are going 
to support,” said Susan. 
“I was not aware of how 
much the Salvation Army 
does. It is an incredible 
organization.”

The Salvation Army’s 
most popular program is 
the kettlebell fundraising 
campaign at Christmas-
time. The organization is 
also involved in disaster 

relief, poverty outreach 
and much more.

“What’s special about 
the Salvation Army is who 
we are at our core,” said 
Captain Ryan Vincent, 
who runs the Annapolis 
location. “We are a Chris-
tian organization that 
firmly believes that no-
body is more special than 
anyone else and everyone 
deserves an opportunity. 
We resolve ourselves to 
make sure everyone is 
meeting needs and that 
we are holistically fixing a 
situation.”

Dan and Susan’s fun-
draiser will benefit the 
Salvation Army in An-
napolis, whereas Michael, 
who lives in Houston, will 
donate to his local station.

Vincent said he is 
excited that people are 
willing to fundraise for 
the organization.

“As a Salvation Army 
employee, this means 
that we have people who 
believe in what we’re 
doing,” said Vincent. “If 
people are willing to put 
their hard-earned money 
into this organization 
then that means the 
world to us.”

The funds will support 
the Salvation Army’s 
social service and youth 
outreach programs. The 
Salvation Army is cur-
rently operating the only 

homeless shelter in An-
napolis and strives to end 
poverty in the community.

Dan said that the Salva-
tion Army has inspired 
him to give back, and 
running a marathon is the 
best way he knows how.

“This is my opportunity 
to give back,” said Dan. 
“I’ve been fortunate in my 
life, and now that I’m re-
tired, I want to give back 
to those who haven’t been 
as fortunate.”

Susan, who is walking 
the marathon, has been 
training to finish in seven 
hours. Dan, however, is 
just hoping to finish the 
race before his son.

“I haven’t been close to 
beating him for that last 
couple races, but this time 
I’ve doubled down,” said 
Dan. “I hired a profes-
sional coach who monitors 
my workouts. I am getting 
faster. I’m optimistic that 
if I’m not going to beat 
him, I’m getting close.”

Dan and Susan said that 
they are excited to make 
lasting memories as a 
family and make a differ-
ence in the process.

“It feels good to do 
something with your fam-
ily that’s fun and healthy,” 
said Dan. “It’s a real bonus 
that what we’re doing 
is bringing money in to 
provide support to people 
who need it.”

Severna Park Residents Run A 
Long Way For A Good Cause

Photo by Haley Weisgerber

Dan and Susan Morrissey said that they are excited to run 
the London Marathon as a family.

COVID-19 County Update

“There is no vaccine 
at this time. There is 
no treatment at this 
time. What we have 
is individual actions 
and government 
actions to slow the 
spread of the virus.”

 — Nilesh Kalyanaraman, 
Anne Arundel County 
Health Officer

 »Continued from A1
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Shop Local Businesses!

RESIDENTIAL
SERVICES
Ceiling Fan Installation
Service Upgrades
Lighting Upgrades
Emergency Generators
Pool and Spa Wiring
Floor Warming
Landscape Lighting
Pier Wiring
Audio Systems
Intercom Systems
Telephone/Computer/TV Wiring
Garage Additions
Smart Switching

j.m. mullen
e l e c t r i c a l  s e r v i c e s

www.jmmullenelectric.com
410-266-6316

1825 Generals Highway, Annapolis, MD 21401
FREE ESTIMATES

30th

$50 OFF First Hour of Service Call
For new customers only. Expires April 30, 2020.Sanitizing one room at a time 

during the Coronavirus!
aacokwikdry.com  |  410-200-9106

Kwik Dry of Anne Arundel County LLC

2 Room
Carpet Special

$88.00
Includes Clean, Deodorize & Protect

Expires April 30, 2020

Whole House
Carpet Special

$188.00
Includes Clean, Deodorize & Protect

Includes 5 Rooms & a Hall

Oversized or L-Shaped rooms are considered two rooms

Be sure to sanitize your home and carpet during the COVID-19 Pandemic!

Serving 
Severna Park 
for 90 Years

Drink Responsibly.
Drive Responsibly. Thanks for

choosing us!
“The Best Liquor Store

on Leelyn Drive!”

501 LEELYN DRivE • sEvERNa paRk • 410.647.4041 • www.goskas.com

2020 Marks Our 90th 
Year Of Doing Business 

In Severna Park!

Dear valued customers and new customers of goska’s Liquors,
Today marks yet another change in daily lives. Goska’s Liquors has been in business since 1930 and 

has witnessed many historical life changing events. From Prohibition to 9/11 the one thing that has 
remained constant is community.  Thank you for your continued support.

In response to the current COVID-19 outbreak, Goska’s Liquors has implemented an on-premise curbside order 
pickup. To better serve our customers and maintain our great staff, Goska’s Liquors will adapt future business 
practices as needed. Please visit our Facebook page or contact us at 410-647-4041 for more information. 

Visit us on facebook Check out our Monthly Specials at www.goskas.comCall TODAY For Reservations And Banquets  -  443-906-2840

Serving the 
Community 
For 3
Years!

10 Ways To 
Support The Voice

Your locally owned newspaper since 1981.

Read the paper
We produce original content that 
matters to your community.

Use the coupons
Save big with our special offers to 
local stores and restaurants.

Tell them you saw it in 
the Voice
We have been trusted to unify the 
community and report on what is 
important to you for almost 40
years.

Follow up on social
The stories are all about the people
you know.

Share, share, share
Or cut out a story and decorate 
Grandma’s refrigerator.

Visit the website
Check out the latest news and
happenings on our website.

Use our app
Carry the Voice with you in your 
pocket.

Comment on our 
stories
We feature local sports cover-
age and stories about your kids’ 
accomplishments.

Add to your event to 
our calendar
We’re here when you need us to 
publish events and fundraisers.

Shop Local
The small-business community 
helps make our community special 
through all their support of
nonprofits and with great customer 
service.

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.

Department.
“They’re going into homes, investigating how people 

have died,” she said of the homicide detectives. “They had 
eight masks to share, and they were not even N95.”

Her biggest concern was that while nurses, doctors and 
police officers have protected and served the public, they 
have become especially vulnerable to the virus.

“You feel like you’re helping your community, helping 
emergency responders get the resources that they need, 
and creating some sense of normalcy,” she said.

Longtime sewer Hannah Warzoha started by making 
masks for friends who were immunocompromised. Since 
then, she has sent roughly 140 masks to medical profes-
sionals and first responders.

“I never expected to be in a position of making masks 
for health care workers,” Warzoha said. “I’m appalled 
by the response of the [president’s] administration, not 
getting personal protective equipment to people on the 
front lines. I feel like this is a little thing I can do, and it’s 
amazing how grateful people are.”

Warzoha said it takes about 10 minutes to create each 
mask, as she takes extra time for hand-washing and other 
precautions. She is not profiting from the masks in any 
way, not even charging for shipping.

Jean Cleckner, the owner of I Do I Do Designs 4 U, is 
also sewing masks and donating those to Anne Arundel 
Medical Center.

SHARING FOOD AND SPREADING LOVE
An anonymous neighborhood mom has set up a table 

with bagged lunches every weekday by the traffic circle on 
Leelyn Drive.

Julie Jensen started a card donation station at Severna 
Park Elementary, encouraging people to make cards, draw 
a picture or write a note to a health care worker.

An anonymous woman and her family in Chartridge 
bought and delivered flowers to neighbors. One of those 

neighbors was Julie Werntz Bresson, who was handed 
tulips as she was leaving her home to visit her mom in 
Kensington.

“It was really so sweet,” she said. “After talking to an-
other neighbor on the court, I learned that she’s just one 
of the nicest people around.”

As a youth program director who creates youth pro-
grams for nonprofits, Annapolis resident Dee Ward had 
been working on a speaking engagement about plant-
ing seeds in life and relating that message to the actual 
seeds people are planting in their homes and gardens. He 
decided to expand the scope of that project after seeing 
organizations like ACT and NO HARM feeding families, 
and the Rev. Sheryl Menendez and her organizations 
donating more than 800 pounds of produce.

“By GLUE already having some gardening supplies, we 
decided to create an in-home gardening project that can 
be useful in multiple ways,” Ward said. “First, we asked 
the communities through Annapolis to donate through 
our cash app $blackexcel or through our Facebook ‘New-
towne Community Development Corporation’ nonprofit 
page to create almost 500 gardening kits.”

The kits contain compost and soil mix, veggie seeds 
with flowers, toilet paper and paper towels, and instruc-
tions. Ward and other volunteers are still accepting dona-
tions as they distribute gardening kits around Annapolis.

“Gardening isn’t a process that happens overnight, and 
like this virus, it’s going to take time to grow and heal,” 
Ward said. “Gardening is a great way to keep others in 
touch and involved from a distance socially.”

As the number of Maryland coronavirus cases spikes, 
these local volunteers agree that they will ramp up their 
efforts, not abandon them.

“The hoarding and panicking is easy when you don’t 
know what is happening,” Gorski said. “But this is a way 
for people to connect and to fight off the virus.”

Laura McElwain Colquhoun contributed reporting to 
this article.

Neighbors Band Together During Shutdown
 »Continued from A1
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Shop Local Businesses!

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-mothers-
fed-hill-staff-thru-the-shutdown

Please go to www.mothersgrill.com to 
purchase gift cards. 50% of gift cards 
sold will go to the staff.

We miss our
customers!
Looking
forward 
to a big
Re-Opening
Party!

Help support our employees 
by visiting the link
below. Thank you. 8371 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Pasadena, MD 21122

 www.facebook.com/aacohome 
410-589-2819 | www.aacohandyman.com

Licensed #MHIC 116948 | Insured $1 Million+ | Bonded 

Remodeling, Additions, Roofing, 
Waterproofing, Handyman, 

House Cleaning, Junk Removal, 
Windows, Doors, Siding, etc. 

Offering over 40+ Interior and Exterior Services

Schedule your service TODAY! 
Call, Text or Email

443.720.9987 (C)   410.544.4524 (O)
eric@paramountpestservices.com

paramountpestservices.com

*Neighborhood discounts available* 
Like us on  at Paramount Pest Services

We specialize in outdoor pest control - mosquitos, ticks, fleas and MORE!
Be safe and make yourself comfortable in your own space.

MOSQUITO CONTROL

Locally owned since 2016  |  MDA #32498

$49.99
treatment up to 1/2 acre

$29.99
townhouses

As the impact of the pandemic 
continues, there is no doubt we
are all in this together, and small 
businesses need your help!
Why are small businesses so important? Well, it’s simple. 

Small businesses are the lifeblood of any great community, 
especially ours. These local companies embody the very reason 
we live here. They are an integral part of the way of life we 
share every day. They make various donations to local school 
activities, support our youth sports programs, give countless 
gift certificates to so many nonprofit organizations, and yes, 
even partner with your community newspaper. They are one of 
the main reasons we enjoy such a desirable quality of life and 
WE NEED TO BE THERE FOR THEM! Not just talk about it but 
really be there for them, as they have for us. And we need to 
start right now!
As the COVID-19 crisis progresses, we encourage every one 

of you to go out of your way to patronize local businesses for 
every need/want you may have. Furthermore, when this crisis 
begins to wind down, stop by a local business and thank the 
staff for all they have done to make our community the 
wonderful place it is.
The following are few things you can do right now to help our 

local business community. On their behalf, we thank you.

Shop Local
We should always make it a point to shop local, especially 

during this pandemic. For every dollar you spend with a local 
business, 68 cents goes back to the community. So instead of 
buying the products or services you need online and giving the 
profits to some mega corporation in some faraway part of the 
world, try to make your purchase right here where you live.

Buy A Gift Card
Many local companies offer online and curbside service. Buy 

this year’s birthday gift or something special for Mom or Dad 
from a local store right now.

Schedule Big Projects 
And Purchases Now
Been saving for that big project? Whether it be for a home 

project, medical procedure, appliance upgrade, car, boat or 
home, call a local small business and schedule an appointment. 
And remember, local businesses donate 250% more than large 
companies to community causes.

Pride In Service
Local companies take great pride in offering fantastic 

customer service and unique gift items. Companies with fewer 
than 500 employees account for 99.7% of all U.S. employers. 
Please support them.

Write A Review
You can write a review on social media or an old-fashioned 

note, either way you’ll be supporting a local business. Did you 
know 73% of buyers trust local businesses more after reading 
a positive review?

Carry The Voice In Your 
Pocket With Our App
Download today for news and local savings.
Forgot your Voice Values? Use the app!

Search for:
The SeveRNA PARk voICe
In Your App Store

What’s Open
to pay restaurants to make food for hun-
gry families. The effort helped restaurants 
during a time of dwindling business while 
also aiding food-deprived families.

Other restaurants and liquor stores 
worked to expand their services, many 
of them offering curbside service and 
delivery for the first time. Severna Park 
Taphouse started giving away a free roll of 
toilet paper with every order.

That service was appreciated, but it also 
took a toll. Garry’s Grill was one business 
that started delivery to help custom-
ers, but temporarily closed to protect 

its workers.
“At the end of the day, your health is 

what’s most important; if you don’t have 
that, nothing else matters,” owner Eddie 
Conway wrote in a Facebook post. “We feel 
we are at the point where the risk is simply 
not worth the reward to anybody … we 
cannot thank you enough for everything!”

In a time of need, Severna Park looked 
to its local businesses and nonprofits 
for support, and they didn’t disappoint. 
Patrons hope to be sipping on cocktails 
and gathering with friends again soon, but 
for now, they at least have the food and 
essential items to survive.

Visit: www.severnaparkvoice.com
Click on: “What’s Open”

Supporting locally owned businesses 
just got easier with the Severna Park 
Voice’s new “What’s Open” widget on 
our website. Track how small businesses 
are evolving to serve the community, 
what is open, and what services busi-
nesses are offering.

Businesses Go The Extra Mile
 »Continued from A1
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The topic of school 
capacity is one that I 
hear often, most re-

cently at a Greater Severna 
Park Council meeting in 
late 2019. At the time, Oak 
Hill Elementary was con-
sidered an “open” school by 
county standards, and frus-
trated parents wanted to 
understand how new homes 
were being constructed.

The Adequate Public 
Facilities Ordinance (APFO) 
is a mechanism that is in 
place to balance growth and 
the impact on infrastruc-
ture, including schools, fire 
suppression, roads, water 
and sewer.

For schools, it is the 
school utilization chart. 
This county council unani-
mously supported legisla-
tion to close elementary 
and middle schools from 
major subdivision (more 
than five homes) when 
an elementary or middle 
school reaches 95% capac-
ity. High schools close 
when they are at 100%. The 
county council votes on 
this chart every year. It was 
not intended to be a real-
time instrument, though 
it has great importance. 
By law, the chart uses the 
most recent state certified 
enrollment, and projected 
enrollment based on the 
Educational Facilities Mas-
ter Plan created annually 
by the school board, county 
and state. The current 
chart, passed in February 
of 2020, used the certified 
student enrollment from 
2018 and the projected en-
rollment from 2019. It was 
this chart that closed Oak 
Hill Elementary as well as a 
handful of other schools in 
the county.

New construction is a 
lengthy process. From first 
application to a shovel in 
the ground, the process 
can be three to six years on 
average. A major subdivi-
sion (more than five homes) 

proposed in a closed school 
area is placed on a wait list 
of six years before they 
can build.

While the adequate 
public facilities ordinance 
is focused on new construc-
tion, organic growth also 
increases student popula-
tions. Our district is one of 
the most sought-after areas 
in the county for home 
buying. In 2019, 434 homes 
were purchased in the 
Severna Park zip code, 46 of 
those in the Chartwell com-
munity; 421 homes were 
purchased in the Arnold zip 
code and the majority were 
existing homes. While there 
is no data on the number 
of children this added to 
area schools, it is safe to as-
sume some portion of these 
existing home sales had an 
impact. However, there is 
no mechanism to address 
that growth.

In recent weeks, mem-
bers of the Severna Park 
community have reached 
out to my office with con-
cerns over a bill introduced 
by one of my colleagues. Bill 
12-20 creates an exemp-
tion to the capacity law. It 
allows residential housing 
projects to circumvent the 
adequate public facilities 
test for schools as long 
as the project is awarded 
funding from low-income 
housing tax credits by the 
Maryland Department of 
Housing and Communi-
ties, and if at the time of 
their application for the tax 
credit, schools were open; 
or if at the time of testing 
for adequate public facilities 
an elementary or middle 
school is not above 98% 
capacity and a high school 
is not above 105% capacity. 
The project can be no more 
than 50 units.

To give background on 
projects awarded these 
tax credits, they must be 
awarded the credits before 
they submit development 
applications to the De-
partment of Planning and 
Zoning. There are roughly 
four applications submit-
ted to the state every year 

Council Update
Amanda 
Fiedler

Councilwoman 
District 5
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We are living in unprec-
edented times. As 
our state, nation and 

the world battle the COVID-19 
pandemic, there is much fear 
and uncertainty about what 
tomorrow brings and what the 
future holds.

But there is also reason for 
hope and appreciation.

I want to thank the Hogan 
administration, state legis-
lators, local governments, 
health professionals and first 
responders, and all our part-
ners, for working collabora-
tively and urgently to protect 
the wellbeing of Marylanders. 
I must also recognize the dedi-
cated team at the comptroller’s 
office for staying committed to 
the mission of helping taxpay-
ers (more on that later.)

I am also grateful to you for 
heeding the directives from 

Governor Hogan by staying 
home as much as possible 
to help protect public health 
and prevent the spread of 
this disease.

We all must do our part to 
overcome this pandemic.

As Maryland’s chief fiscal 
officer, I am deeply concerned 
about the economic implica-
tions that coronavirus will 
leave in its wake.

Maryland’s local, indepen-
dent businesses are the life-
blood of our state’s economy 
and the pillars of their com-
munities. These social distanc-
ing orders and closure orders, 
while necessary, are battering 
these entrepreneurs and the 
employees who support them.

Having spoken directly 
with dozens of small-business 
owners, they all say the 
same thing: in the absence of 
extraordinary action, many of 
them will go under. The fallout 
— jobs wiped out, life savings 
drained, community invest-
ment vanished — would go far 
beyond shuttered brick-and-

mortar buildings.
To survive, small busi-

nesses need cash to pay their 
employees, vendors, landlords 
and banks.

We can all help by ordering 
takeout or delivery from local 
restaurants or buying a gift 
card now from Maryland re-
tailers for future use. Remem-
ber, these are the businesses 
who support area little league 
teams, run fundraisers for 
your school PTA and donate 
to those in need. If you can, I 
urge you to return the favor 
and help #KeepTheLightsOn.

You can find a county-by-
county list of area restaurants 
and other facilities that are 
offering carryout, curbside 
or delivery service at www.
marylandtaxes.gov.

Additionally, I’m pleased 
with the Hogan administra-
tion’s actions to offer a $177 
million business relief pro-
gram to help them ride out the 
crisis, by providing immediate 
financial support to cover 
expenses and preserve jobs.

While our branch offices 
across the state are closed 
as a precaution, there are 
still many ways to get your 
tax questions answered, 
which include:
•	Using our website, www.

marylandtaxes.gov, where 
you can find tax forms and 
general information on 
filing your taxes, in addi-
tion to the latest news for 
taxpayers.
•	Emailing us at taxhelp@

marylandtaxes.gov if you 
have a specific question 
about your income tax 
return or other tax issues. 
For taxpayers who are cur-
rently on payment plans for 
taxes owed to the state but 
are having hardship making 
payments, they can email 

Doing Our Part During COVID-19 Pandemic
Peter 

Franchot
Comptroller 
of Maryland

It Counts To Be Counted

In 1787, the men who 
framed the United States 
Constitution agreed that 

the growing new country 
needed congressional repre-
sentation. They wrote into the 
Constitution that everyone 
must be counted every 10 
years, and that one elected 
person would represent up 
to 30,000 people per state in 
Congress. Well, fast-forward 
233 years, and that number 
has grown to one representa-
tive for 747,000 persons, and 
there are now 435 seats in the 
House of Representatives. 
This year marks the 24th time 
our country has conduct-
ed a census.

You might wonder who will 
be counted for the census. Ev-
eryone who has an established 
residence in the United States 
is counted. This will include 
all United States citizens, 

individuals with work visas, 
international students, and 
unauthorized immigrants. 
Temporary visitors, such as 
tourists, will not be counted. 
Yes, the United States govern-
ment wants to count every-
one. The Census Bureau has 
assured the American public 
that the information being 
gathered will remain confiden-
tial and will be used only for 
statistical data. By law, this 
data cannot be shared with 
any law enforcement agency.

The new census numbers 
will show population shifts. 
Congressional and state 
legislative districts can now be 
adjusted to reflect the chang-
ing population. Potentially, 
congressional districts will 
adjust, and new congressional 

lines will be drawn. Hopefully 
the new districts will follow 
natural boundaries more than 
politically beneficial congres-
sional districts. By doing so, 
the issue of gerrymandering 
potentially could end.

In addition to the legisla-
tive requirements, the census 
will also provide federal 
funding to states for every 
person counted. You are worth 
$18,250 over the next 10 years 
in federal funds to the State 
of Maryland. This money will 
go to hospitals, fire depart-
ments, schools, roads and 
other resources. State budgets 
are adjusted according to 
the amount of money that is 
distributed due to the census 
numbers. If people do not 

Ed Reilly
Senator

District 33

Be Safe 
From 

COVID-19 
And 

Domestic 
Violence

Many of us are using 
the stay-at-home 
time to catch up on 

household projects, start a 
fitness program, read a book 
or just play games with our 
kids. COVID-19 has compelled 
many of us to slow down, take 
a shallow breath and appreci-
ate the quieter things in life.

For some, though, staying at 
home is intimidating. As Face-
book posts remind us, check 
on the extroverts in your lives. 
Not everyone is emotion-
ally equipped to spend long 
periods without extensive and 
varied social interaction. Anne 
Frank and seven other people 
stayed in a 450-square-foot 
attic for 761 days, and we can 
all agree that situation was far 
from ideal.

For some, the deleterious 
effects of staying home may 
extend far past cabin fever. All 
of us are affected emotionally 
by COVID-19, by the stress of 
not knowing how long or how 
severe the pandemic will be, 
by financial concerns wors-
ened by the loss of a job or 
income, by worry over elderly 
or vulnerable friends and fam-
ily, etc. For persons in abusive 
relationships, however, these 
additional stresses can tip the 
already unsteady balance into 
further abuse.

According to the National 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, one in three women 
and one in four men will 
experience some form of 
intimate partner violence in 
their lifetimes, and one in four 
women and one in nine men 
will experience severe forms 
of such violence. In the last 
few months, Maryland courts 
have heard approximately 
2,000 protective order cases 
and 800 to 1,000 peace order 
cases per month. Protective 
orders protect persons in inti-
mate or family relationships 
and can order that an abuser 
stay away from the victim, 
vacate the family home, lose 
custody of minor children, and 
financially support the victim 
and any children, etc. Peace 
orders protect persons not in 
an intimate or familial rela-
tionship, such as a neighbor 
or friend, and typically order 
that the abuser stay away.

Despite the shortened 
legislative session this year, 
two bills buttressing protec-
tive orders and peace orders 
passed. House Bill 248/Senate 
Bill 210 clarifies that rape and 
sexual offenses are bases for 
obtaining a protective order 
rather than a peace order. 
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Michael
Malone
Delegate

District 33

I’ve just completed my 
second session in office, 
which ended once again 

with a history-making Sine 
Die, this time in the midst 
of an international crisis. 
I’m strangely calm. I have 
written several versions of 
this month’s column because 
I think it’s important in this 
moment to strike the right 
balance. To discuss local issues 
or a wrap-up of the legislative 
session feels inappropriate 
and blithe, dismissive of the 
larger picture and massive 
scale of a crisis, yet with the 
rapidly changing landscape of 
this outbreak, anything ad-
dressing our strategies today 
will be obsolete by publica-
tion. I know people are also 
seeking normalcy, but to act as 
if we are simply returning to 
normal feels disingenuous and 
negligent.

Instead, I will write about 
my experience in the waning 
hours of the General Assembly 
as tensions ran high; a com-
bination of concern, frustra-
tion, exhaustion and a desire 
to provide for the millions of 
Marylanders we represent, as 
the General Assembly stood 
firm in our commitment to 
perform beyond our constitu-
tional mandate. During those 
final days, I heard colleagues 
call me and others social-
ist, fascist and Stalinist. The 
rhetoric grew louder and more 
abrasive, but in the end we put 
our heads down and contin-
ued to do the work, because 

the work we were doing, the 
bills we were passing, were 
the culmination of months 
and even years of work by our 
Maryland families.

I know my colleagues 
and I will have a different 
perspective on the neces-
sity of continuing, and in 
truth, I was frustrated that 
we were adjourning early not 
only because a great deal of 
important legislation was lost 
but because in a moment of 
crisis, I felt that I owed it to 
you, my constituents, to stay, 
to remain in Annapolis for as 
long as needed to make sure 
our community had access to 
essential services, to be ready 
to pass emergency legislation 
as needed. I can only imagine 
the challenge posed by this 
crisis for our speaker and 
Senate president, both newly 
elected in each chamber, fac-
ing the worst pandemic in a 
century, weighing the needs 
of the members against the 
needs of all of Maryland, and 
determining in a matter days 
whether our presence or our 
absence would put a greater 
burden on the health system 
as we prepared for the surge. 
Leaders are forged not in 
moments of calm, but in mo-
ments of chaos and uncertain-
ty. And in this uncertain time, 
our leadership in coordination 
with the governor gave us a 
level of certainty and a defini-
tive timeline. We had three 
weeks of work to complete in 
three days with a few hours’ 
notice, and I’m proud of the 
work we did. Perhaps this 
means the bill you were cham-
pioning didn’t make it. I know 
the bill that emerged from this 
community to aid adolescent 

access for mental health care 
would have been law but for 
the intervention of this crisis 
and even should we come back 
in May, it will be to respond to 
any gaps in service created by 
the pandemic, not to pick up 
where we left off.

In the coming weeks, we’ll 
have time to address the 
legislation that passed, the 
legislation that failed, and 
the legislation that was lost 
to a pandemic. We’ll have 
time to answer questions, 
talk with constituents and 
plan for the next session, but 
for now, it is far more impor-
tant that we continue to work 
to keep people physically and 
mentally healthy as well as 
financially solvent.

We have a tradition in the 
General Assembly: to explain 
our votes. Out of a concern 
for time, I did not stand on 
the chamber floor, but I will 
do so now. I want to explain 
my vote for the Blueprint for 
Maryland’s Future, a biparti-
san bill that has been touted 
and disparaged for the last two 
sessions, and the culmination 
of years of work. I voted for the 
blueprint because it was not 
only a policy but a promise to 
our constituents, a promise 
that at the end of this crisis, we 
will come out on the other side. 
It is a promise that we have a 
future and that we will work to 
ensure the financial security 
of our state. It is a promise 
that we will come back, session 
after session, year after year 
to get it right. It is a promise 
to our businesses that we will 
develop a strong workforce, a 
promise to our taxpayers that 
we will attract new business 

Demonstrating Leadership 
During A Crisis

Heather 
Bagnall
Delegate

District 33 
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I served in the Mary-
land State Senate for 
28 years and remain 
interested in the activities 
of the legislature. The cov-
erage of the final day of a 
General Assembly session 
is always difficult because 
hundreds of bills are en-
acted, but only Maryland 
Matters reported on the 
passage of Senate Bill 
1028 on the day after Sine 
Die. This may be the most 
consequential legisla-
tion passed by this year’s 
General Assembly.

Your article relayed 
the immediate political 
retribution administered 
to Delegate Geraldine 
Valentino-Smith (Demo-
crat-Prince George’s) for 
being the only Democrat 
to speak and vote against 
the bill. In retaliation for 
her position, she was, 
within minutes, stripped 
of her position as House 
chair of the Spending 
Affordability Committee. 
Given the nature of Sen-
ate Bill 1028, the removal 
of a Spending Afford-
ability Committee chair is 
very troubling.

Senate Bill 1028 would 
allow the legislature to 
“move money around” 
in the governor’s budget. 
So, for example, if the 

governor asked for $200 
million for the COVID-19 
crisis, the legislature 
might decide to allow 
him $100 million and use 
the other $100 million 
to fund public educa-
tion enhancements such 
as those enacted in the 
Kirwan bill.

Proposals identical 
to Senate Bill 1028 have 
been banging around the 
legislature for the last 
25 years and, until now, 
they have never passed, 
which should’ve given 
this legislature some 
pause. Unfortunately, the 
House Appropriations 
Committee (on which Ms. 
Valentino-Smith serves) 
never held a hearing on 
Senate Bill 1028 (the 
hearing on a similar but 
not identical House bill 
was conducted without 
the benefit of the public 
because of the coronavi-
rus lockdown).

Senate Bill 1028 was 
presented to members of 
the committee with six 
hours to go in the session 
and contained partial and 
misleading “referendum 
language” which suggest-
ed that passage of the bill 
would result in no signifi-
cant changes. There was 

Senate Bill 1028, 
called “Balancing 
the State Budget,” 

passed the state legisla-
ture in a mad rush on the 
last day of session. This 
bill would put a consti-
tutional amendment on 
the November ballot to 
give the legislature more 
power over the state 
budget. Though this idea 

has been floated before, it 
has never passed when de-
bated properly. Now, un-
der adverse circumstances 
due to the pandemic, and 
without a public hearing, 
it was pushed through 
within hours.

I want to share a good 
description of the bill as 
explained by former State 
Senator George W. Della 
Jr. (Democrat-Baltimore 
City) and as reported in 
Maryland Matters on 
March 24, so you can see 
how your Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly is being led:

Sid Saab
Delegate

District 33
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our Individual Collection 
Section at COVID19@mary-
landtaxes.gov. Businesses 
requesting a refund of 
businesses-related taxes in 
March can email taxpayerre-
lief@marylandtaxes.gov.
•	Finding us on social media, 

where we post all the latest 
agency news and informa-
tion for taxpayers. We’re on 
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/comptrollerofmaryland 
and our Twitter handle is @
mdcomptroller.
Taxpayers may experience 

longer response times to 
questions and the processing 
of tax returns due to limited 
on-site staffing.

A few other things we have 
done and continue to moni-
tor for potential addition-
al changes:
•	Extended the filing and 

payment deadlines for 
both state and federal 
income taxes to July 15.
•	Extended the deadline for 

monthly business tax pay-
ments due in March, April 
and May to June 1.
•	Suspended the enforcement 

of limits on how much beer 
and distilled spirits custom-
ers can buy from Maryland-
based craft breweries and 
distilleries for carryout 
and delivery.
•	Helped the governor’s office 

craft an executive order that 
allows restaurants, bars, 
breweries, wineries, dis-
tilleries and other licensed 
alcohol manufacturers to 
deliver off-premises.
•	Provided guidance to distill-

eries who sought permission 
to produce hand sanitizer.
The filing and payment 

extensions are particularly 
important because they free 
up money for individuals and 
businesses to use for other 
critical needs as this pandemic 
persists. That said, if you have 
not yet filed taxes and expect 
a refund, file online and use 
direct deposit so we can get 
your money to you.

We’re here to help in any 
way we can. Stay healthy and 
stay safe. We’re all in this 
together — and difficult as 
it may seem now, we will be 
stronger for it.

to build in Anne Arundel 
County. One project per year 
has been awarded the credit 
in our county for the past two 
years. Once awarded this tax 
credit, the developer has three 
years to complete the project 
or funding is lost.

While the bill is narrowly 
tailored for a specific project 
outside of the fifth district, it 
applies countywide. It would 
allow a project that fits the 
criteria and funding by the 
state to locate in the Severna 
Park Middle feeder area, a 
school that is at 97% capacity.

In addition to the potential 
future impacts for our district, 
the larger picture also gives 

me pause. Some schools that 
would become open under this 
bill have 50% or more of their 
students who qualify for free 
and reduced meals. These are 
the schools that do more with 
less. What are the unintended 
consequences for the students 
and teachers in those schools? 
How does a council vote unan-
imously in favor of stricter 
capacity laws, and then create 
a loophole above that? Are 
we prioritizing the need for 
affordable housing over the 
burden on our schools, stu-
dents, teachers and families? 
These are the considerations I 
am giving this bill.

The public hearing for this 
bill, along with more than a 

dozen other bills, has been 
held up indefinitely due to the 
COVID-19 health emergency 
and restrictions. COVID-19 
has created a level of uncer-
tainty, fear and anxiety for 
many residents in the county. 
While your federal, state and 
local leaders work to address 
those concerns, I hope you 
and your family find the silver 
linings. For my family, I am 
enjoying that I am present for 
more moments than usual, 
such as enjoying the sunshine 
when it is out, taking long 
walks and having conversa-
tions with my children I may 
otherwise not have had. I wish 
you all silver-lining moments, 
wellness and health. We are in 
this together.

I am always here for you 
and your family and can be 
reached at amanda.fiedler@
aacounty.org.

Council Update
 »Continued from A12

respond, the data may reduce 
the amount of funding that 
is giving to a community, 
or under-allocate elected 
representatives. On the local 
level, the census will show 
the impact that housing 
developments could have on 
an established community. It 
is a good indicator of traffic 
congestion, retail develop-
ment and the number of 
students enrolled in our local 
schools. It’s important to 
be counted.

The census should have 
been delivered to your house 
between March 12 and 20, 
with April 1 being Census 
Day in America. You can 
complete your form online 
(see the link provided below), 
by phone or by mail. Your 
data will be secure. Federal 
law protects all the infor-
mation you provide when 
answering census questions. 
This material is secure for 72 
years and cannot be released 
by the Library of Congress 
until April of 2092.

You’ve heard census ads 
on TV and radio. You’ve 
received census notification 
in the mail. Now it’s your 
turn to take the time to fill 

out the census form and 
be counted. If you haven’t 
received it in the mail or have 
any questions pertaining to 
the process, please refer to 
this website: 2020census.gov/
en.html. That site also has an 
interesting interactive map 
that shows the percentage 
rate of response by state if 
you want to see how Mary-
land is doing. If I can be of 
any help to you, please email 
me at edward.reilly@senate.
state.md.us or call me at 
410-841-3568.

SPRING IS ON THE WAY AND 

LIFE IS IN FULL BLOOM  
AT FIVE STAR

715 Benfield Road • Severna Park, MD 21146

410-729-1600

www.HeartlandsAssistedLiving.com
ASS ISTED L IV ING  •  M E M ORY  C ARE 

REHABIL IT AT ION
©2019 Five Star Senior Living

Fresh air means fresh opportunities at Heartlands at Severna Park. 
Whether you’re looking for more relaxation this spring or new activities 
with friends, we’ve got it all. Enjoy a chef-prepared meal in our dining 
room, join your friends for a Lifestyle360 class, or simply put your feet up 
and relax while we take care of the housekeeping. With a dedicated team 
of professionals, maintenance-free living, and our signature Warmth & 
Hospitality, you’ll fall in love with our lifestyle.

Call to discover the new opportunities waiting for you.

Doing Our Part
 »Continued from A12

The relief available within a 
protective order is greater and 
more expansive than that of 
a peace order. HB250/SB227 
requires that protective and 
peace orders remain in effect 
until a timely filed motion to 
extend them is heard. Final 
protective orders last one year, 
and final peace orders can last 
up to six months, and both 
can be extended another six 
months if good cause exists. 
This bill fills in the potential 
gap between when an order 
expires and when a motion 

to extend is heard. I voted for 
both of these bills in commit-
tee and on the House floor.

Despite the lockdown, 
lots of information and help 
remains available for victims 
of domestic violence and other 
abuse. Advocates are available 
24/7 at National Domestic 
Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-
SAFE (7233) or by chat. All calls 
are free and confidential. More 
locally, YWCA offices in Arnold 
and Glen Burnie are currently 
closed, but their hotline at 410-
222-6800 is open, and other 
help may be available. As an es-

sential service, many attorneys 
remain available by phone or 
email. While Maryland courts 
are largely closed, they are 
hearing emergency matters 
like protective and peace 
orders, and, if the courthouse 
is closed, interim protective 
orders are available through 
the commissioner’s office in 

both district courthouses in 
Glen Burnie and Annapolis. 
Forms for obtaining a protec-
tive and peace order, as well as 
other pertinent information, 
are available online at www.
courts.state.md.us/legalhelp/
domesticviolence.

Stay safe and 
healthy everyone.

 »Continued from A12

and new revenue to our state, 
and a promise to our children 
and families that they will have 
an equal path to a bright and 
prosperous future.

I have been called a magi-
cal ideologue for my belief in 
this process, but in fact, I’m a 
pragmatic fatalist who is also 
an optimist; I anticipate how 

bad it can get, I will work to 
make sure we never get there, 
and I believe that there is an 
inherent strength in our com-
munity which can overcome 
any adversity. This is why I 
ran, this is why I remain com-
mitted and strangely calm, 
because we are already doing 
the work and we’re going to 
get through this together.

Demonstrating Leadership
 »Continued from A12

It Counts To Be Counted
 »Continued from A12

So there it is — not 
a pretty picture. Thank 
you, Senator Della, for 
speaking up. Ballot ques-
tions are worded to entice 
voters to approve them, 
so educating the public on 
what this precisely means 
will be the next task.

no public hearing. 
Make no mistake: 
the enactment of 
Senate Bill 1028 will 
materially change 
the Maryland bud-
getary process.

The heavy-handed 
disciplining of 
Delegate Valentino-
Smith was autocrat-
ic, politically clumsy 
and unjustified. 
However, beyond 
this political ker-
fuffle, the real dan-
ger is the actual bill 
itself. It was a pro-
posal that should’ve 
been completely 
vetted with a public 
hearing which could 
have been carried 
out at the proposed 
May special ses-
sion of the Gen-
eral Assembly.

Delegate Valenti-
no-Smith did what 
we ask our elected 
officials to do: Vote 
your conscience even 
when that means 
you are speaking 
truth to power.

The leadership 
of the House of 
Delegates should be 
deeply embarrassed.Be Safe From COVID-19 And Domestic Violence

Words 
Matter

 »Continued 
from A12
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By Desirae Martins

Upon the advice of 
public health offi-
cials, Anne Arundel 

Country Public Library 
(AACPL) closed all of its 
locations from March 13 
through at least May 3 due to 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outbreak. While library of-
ficials aimed to protect the 
health and safety of library 
staff and patrons, as well as 
slow the spread of the virus 
by closing physical branches, 
they have not slowed their 
electronic support and ser-
vices to customers. In fact, 
AACPL increased electronic 
services since it closed its 
physical doors.

Many county residents 
rely on libraries for educa-
tion, entertainment and 
enrichment, and AACPL 
has taken steps to ensure 
content remained available 
and, in some cases, more ac-
cessible online than before 
the closure. According to 

AACPL’s marketing director, 
Christine Feldmann, the 
library has really stepped up 
its game since the corona-
virus hit the local area. The 
majority of its services are 
easy to access through the 
library website in order to 
effectively accommodate 
isolated residents and 
residents practicing social 
distancing. Specifically, 
patrons can acquire a library 
card exclusively online, 
which was not a possibility 
before, and the library will 
not charge late fees during 
the closure period. Addi-
tionally, any locked library 
cards due to late fees or 
fines have been unlocked.

Right now, the AACPL 
website has digital material 
readily available for all ages 
and interests. According to 
Feldmann, the easiest way 
to take advantage of this 
material is to download 
library-contracted applica-
tions such as Cloud Library, 

By Megan Ruge

Amidst the novel coro-
navirus pandemic, 
many theaters and 

arts groups have closed 
their doors, postponing 
and cancelling perfor-
mances until further notice. 
Some groups, however, are 
carrying the phrase “the 
show must go on” into 
this time of challenging 
circumstance.

Many groups worldwide 
are finding ways to bring 
their shows to the masses 
virtually. A staple in the 
arts community, Broadway 
has opened its shows for 
free streaming online while 
it’s closed to the public. 
In Anne Arundel County, 
many artists have followed 
Broadway’s lead, putting 
on shows and making them 
available to the public via 
internet streaming.

One of those groups is 
the Pandemic Players. The 
lead organizer of the Mary-
land chapter of this project 
is Stephen Deininger, 
whose brainchild brought 
together theater compa-
nies and actors from An-
napolis to Harper County 
to keep them active and 
support suffering theaters 
through pandemic social 
distancing.

“When we put this idea 
out, it was at the begin-
ning of self-quarantine,” 
Deininger said. “I kind of 

just threw out the idea on 
social media.”

The project began on 
Thursday, March 12, and 
grew fast. For Pandemic 
Players productions, 
each actor plays a part 
to their personal cam-
eras in their homes, but 
when put together with 
other production values and 
livestreamed on Facebook, 
the result is a free theater 
production that is nothing 
short of excellent.

In these strange times, 
the actors are in “the worst 
conditions you could ever 
ask an actor to perform 
from,” Deininger said. But 
when the word went out, it 
spread like wildfire. Both 
Deininger and his associate 
Paul Valleau have been a 
part of the Maryland the-
ater community for years, 
so it was easy for them to 
collect interested partici-
pants to prepare for their 
first production. During 
the production, viewers are 
able to silently participate 
through comments on the 
livestream.

“During a show, you nor-
mally can’t talk,” Deininger 
said. The livestream gives 
the participants a respectful 
and non-disruptive means 
of interacting.

Though productions are 
part of the lineup for Pan-
demic Players, the light that 
they shine isn’t limited to 
livestream theater.

“This idea was not only to 
keep people’s spirits alive 
but to keep people fund-
ed,” Deininger said. On 
the group’s Facebook 
page, they are encourag-
ing the public to donate 
to theaters that are 
struggling due to being 
shut down.

“First thing we do is de-
cide as a community who 
is in the greatest need,” 
Deininger said. The group 
posts active links to prereg-
ister 501(c)(3) organization 
donation sites and plans 
to promote them with 
each show.

Their first show, “St. 
Joan,” took place on March 
21, and the affiliated group 
for this show was Spotlight-
ers Theater of Baltimore. 
The next show, “The Impor-
tance of Being Earnest,” 
took place on March 28. 
Showtime will be each week 
on Saturday at 7:00pm.

Since the group’s concep-
tion, many others have 
reached out to Deininger 
asking to create a chapter 
of Pandemic Players in their 
own locations. Deininger 
said he was happy to see 
others wanting to create 
this sort of atmosphere 
and encouraged them to 
do so. Since then, chap-
ters have sprung up in Los 
Angeles; Chicago; Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania; and even 
New Zealand.

“What we’re going 
through now is a very short-
term situation, we hope,” 
Deininger said. “We joke 
that we are the only theater 
company in history that 
looks forward to closing.”

Downtown Annapolis 
is offering daily concerts 
at www.facebook.com/
annapolisstreaming.

The Show Must Go On:
Keeping The Arts Alive

By Mary Cobbler

“Get hooked” is 
the motto of 
Jeno’s Steaks in 

Severna Park. The slogan 
sounds almost like a dare 
— and I’m warning you 
now, dear reader, you are 
likely to get hooked on this 
delicious grub from the 
first taste.

I’ve tried Jeno’s Steaks 
before. The offerings were 
a delicious, savory refuge 
when I went through the 
misery of the Keto diet for 
one whole week last Janu-
ary (the horror!), getting 
me through the carb-less 
days with to-go containers 
of seasoned steak, sweet 
onions, soft peppers and 
creamy cheeses. I hadn’t 
been back in a while, so I 
was excited to head back 
as we dealt with the frus-
tration of a coronavirus 
quarantine.

My husband and I 
placed a carryout order 
from Jeno’s on a Monday 
afternoon. The menu 
includes a lot of mouth-
watering options of the 
heart-attack-inducing va-
riety, but let’s be honest, 
who goes to a place called 
Jeno’s Steaks for a salad? 
There is one vegetarian 
option on the menu, but 
the overwhelming vibe 
of the cuisine can be 
classified as indulgent 
and satisfying. We just 
had to order a regular 
cheesesteak sub with 
everything on it, and we 
added a chicken chees-
esteak sub, an order of 
Truck 23 fries, and a side 
of egg rolls.

It’s worth mentioning 
that the staff’s hygiene 
practices during the 
COVID-19 crisis were 
nothing short of impres-
sive. The staff took orders 
over the phone and 

handed out bags of food at 
the door. They wore masks 
and gloves, which were 
changed between orders, 
and they wiped down and 
sanitized their screens af-
ter entering each purchase.

The food smelled so 
amazing that it took every 
bit of my willpower not 
to steal a few fries from 

the bag before I got home. 
The food, however, was 
worth the wait.

The cheesesteak sub 
exceeds what you’d hope 
for in this classic dish 
made famous by the City 
of Brotherly Love. The 
meat is well-cooked and 
has a good, chewy texture. 
It’s not shredded quite as 

thin as a few other local 
cheesesteaks I’ve had, but 
the meat is hearty and 
generously portioned onto 
a soft, warm Kaiser roll. 
We requested everything 
on the sub, which included 
cheese, lettuce, tomato, 
mayo, fried onions and red 
hot peppers. If you want 
fancier fixin’s (like mush-
rooms, jalapenos, special 
sauces or a fried egg) you 
can pay between 50 cents 
and $2 extra. The fixin’s we 
ordered were satisfying 
and added several flavor 
and texture dimensions to 
the well-seasoned, familiar 
favorite. The fried onions 
were especially delightful; 

soft and sweet and a 
perfect complement to 
the sizzling meat. We 
ordered this steak with 
the provolone, although 
you could also choose 
cheddar or Ameri-
can cheeses.

The chicken chees-
esteak sub is also 
indulgent, with an 
entirely different flavor. 
Aromatic chunks of 
spiced chicken tasted 
great with the myriad 
of toppings. We ordered 
this one with the ched-
dar cheese sauce, which 
was creamy and melted 
nicely into the chicken 
and bread. The velvety 
texture and layers of 
flavor in this sub tickled 
the taste buds and left 
me licking my fingers 
and wishing for more.

It should be noted 
that the Truck 23 fries 
are more of an entrée 
than a side dish — they 
are not just loaded; 
they’re overloaded with 
large chunks of steak, 
soft onions, crispy 
bacon, spicy jalapenos, 
creamy cheese sauce, 

Dining Out

Where To Find
Jeno’s Steaks

552 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park
410-544-1416

Get Hooked On Jeno’s Steaks In Severna Park

Photo by Mary Cobbler

The cheesesteaks are indulgent, with several flavor and texture 
dimensions and the fries are a local favorite.  »Continued on A16

Each year, Severn School art teacher Yehee 
Shin searches for exhibits and contests for 
middle school artists to show their work. 

It’s not about competition or determining who 
is the most talented; it’s about giving Severn 
School’s aspiring artists real-world experience 
in interpreting ideas and creating for a wider 
audience. Whether it’s a local art show or a na-
tionwide contest, these opportunities motivate 
young artists and help build confidence in their 
abilities.

This spring, four of Shin’s students will be 
featured in the Maryland Art Education Asso-
ciation’s quarterly magazine, MAEA Gazette. 
Those students are Andrew Beard, Lizzie 
Veiel, Tenley Mann and Olivia Cochran.

Middle School Artists Depict 
The World Through Their Eyes

Top Left: “See Through My Eyes” is a 
piece made by eighth-grader Andrew 
Beard. Middle Left: Sixth-grader Olivia 
Cochran created “Bird’s Eye View.” 
Middle Right: Lizzie Veiel, a sixth-
grader, made this piece called “Mixed 
Emotions.” Bottom Right: Sixth-grader 
Tenley Mann created “Life is on the line.”

 »Continued on A16

Anne Arundel County 
Public Library Expands 

Digital Services

Photo courtesy of Kanopy Inc.

With Kanopy, users can stream a wide variety of material.
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By Kerrigan Stern

In the current medical and 
political climate, there’s never 
been a better time to binge on 
Netflix shows while you’re shel-
tered in your home. Check out 
these captivating documenta-
ries on Netflix that will be sure 
to leave your mouth hanging 
on the floor.

Docuseries
“The Trials of
Gabriel Hernandez”
Crime
Premiered
February 26, 2020

This six-part limited series 
is not for the faint of heart. 

“The Trials of Gabriel Hernan-
dez” is a staggering look into 
the brutal death of an 8-year-
old boy who suffered terrible 
abuse from his mother and her 
boyfriend. Within this inves-
tigation into Hernandez’s ho-
micide is an eye-opening look 
at certain nationwide systems, 
such as the Department of 
Children and Family Services, 
that were tasked with protect-
ing Hernandez but ultimately 
ended up failing him.

This series is one that will 
not only anger and tug at the 
heartstrings of any viewer, 
but also serve as a wakeup call 
to society that these systems 
must be redesigned in order to 
protect children in need.

“Killer Inside: The Mind of 
Aaron Hernandez”
Crime
Premiered January 15, 2020

He was 
once an 

NFL super-
star playing 
under the 
bright lights 
of Gillette 
Stadium, but he became a 

convicted criminal on the cold 
floors of Souza-Baranowski 
Correctional Center. This 
docuseries dives into the life 
and crimes of former New Eng-
land Patriots tight end Aaron 
Hernandez.

Featuring footage of 
Hernandez during pivotal 
moments of his life along with 
interviews with several of 
those closest to him, the series 
attempts to take a step into 
Hernandez’s mind. While this 
limited series will give you 
answers about Aaron Hernan-
dez’s life, and the startling 
damage to his brain, it may end 
up leaving you with even more 
questions about his crimes. 
But even so, this is a series that 
both sports fans and neutral 
bystanders won’t want to 
miss out on.

“Don’t F*ck with Cats: Hunt-
ing an Internet 
Killer”
Crime
Premiered December 18, 2019

If you’re one of those people 
who can easily predict the 

storyline in a movie, you may 
have your work cut out for you 
when it comes to “Don’t F*ck 
with Cats.”

This docuseries reveals the 
impact a group of people can 
make together, even from 
thousands of miles apart. 
“Don’t F*ck with Cats” follows 
a community of online sleuths 
who try to track down a man 
who filmed himself killing 
kittens. The series takes you on 
a journey through numerous 
countries and several suspects 
as this digital community 
bands together to fight for 
justice. By the time you’re fin-
ished, your mind will be racing 
with unanswered questions for 
days to come.

“Pandemic: How to Prevent 
an Outbreak”
Science & Technology
Premiered January 22, 2020

This docuseries hits close to 
home. “Pandemic” features 

doctors and medical profes-
sionals fighting the war against 
influenza while trying to curb 
the next inevitable pandemic.

A feature of this limited se-
ries that makes it so intriguing 
is its relevance to the current 
coronavirus outbreak. As 
predicted in this docuseries, a 
new pandemic influenza would 
likely come from an animal, 
just as the coronavirus has. A 
few of the other predictions 
have been evidenced by recent 
news as well, such as the 
likelihood of people hoarding 
certain necessities, including 
food, water and even medi-
cal supplies.

If you’re interested in health 
care or you are concerned 
about the current pandemic, 
you surely won’t want to miss 
this series that was undoubt-
edly ahead of its time.

“Our Planet”
Nature & Ecology
Premiered April 5, 2019

After watching “Our Planet,” 
there is no doubt that you’ll 

appreciate the beauty of the 
world we live in even more.

This docuseries highlights 
all of the different diverse 
habitats across the world, from 
the frigid Arctic wilderness to 
the deep, mysterious abyss of 
the ocean. Each episode fea-
tures Earth’s natural wonders 
that many of us may not get 
to see during our lifetimes. 

So if you have even a sliver of 
wanderlust in you, check out 
“Our Planet” and be prepared 
to become captivated by 
planet Earth.

Documentary Films
“Taylor Swift: Miss 
Americana”
Music & Concert
Premiered January 23, 2020

No one said 
fame is 

always easy, 
and Taylor 
Swift can 
certainly attest 
to that. This 
series explores 
Swift’s journey 

as a singer/songwriter and the 
difficulties she experiences 
from the media and the gen-
eral public.

Whether you’re a “Swifty” or 
not, this documentary under-
scores the phrase, “The grass 
is not always greener on the 
other side,” while also showing 
that, with resilience and deter-
mination, you can make your 
own garden bloom like Swift.

“American Factory”
Social & Cultural
Premiered August 21, 2019

A documentary focusing on 
the migration of Chinese 

workers to an auto-glass 
factory in Dayton, Ohio, this 
film highlights the social and 
economic issues that converge 
when immigrants are faced 
with both American citizens 
and American capitalism.

This film will give viewers an 
inside look at the relation be-
tween employees and employ-
er, with the added challenge of 
working at and running a busi-
ness in a country on the other 
side of the planet. Explore 
international and work-life 
tensions in our country with 
“American Factory.”

“Knock Down the House”
Political
Premiered May 1, 2019

This documentary combines 
both feminine empow-

erment and political drive. 
“Knock Down the House” fol-
lows four working-class Demo-
cratic candidates who ran 
for Congress in 2018, taking 
viewers on their journey, filled 
with adversity and setbacks, as 
these women vie for their seat 
in office.

The film is a story about po-
litical power and the challenges 
these women faced in order 
to achieve their goals, both 
personally and professionally. 
“Knock Down the House” will 
show viewers how hard work 
and persistence can move 
anyone closer to their goal, no 
matter how many obstacles 
stand to impede them.

“Shirkers”
Biographical
Premiered January 21, 2018

In 1992, high-schooler Sandi 
Tan, along with her friends 

Sophie and Jasmine and an 
American mentor, Georges 
Cardona, pursued her creative 
talents with the production of 
Singapore’s first indie-a-road 
movie, titled “Shirkers.” But 
the film was never seen.

After shooting wrapped 
decades ago, Cardona mysteri-
ously vanished, along with all 
of the group’s footage. This 
documentary follows Sandi as 
she investigates Cardon’s disap-
pearance, taking her through 
two expansive continents, 
each with their own clues. As 
it dives into this complex mys-
tery, “Shirkers” will surely give 
viewers their crime junkie fix.

“Amanda Knox”
Crime
Premiered September 10, 2016

Since the 
2007 mur-

der of Mer-
edith Kercher, 
intensified 
by the 2016 
release of this 
documentary, 
33-year-old 
Amanda Knox 

has become infamous.
In 2007, Knox became the 

top suspect after her room-
mate was murdered during a 
foreign exchange trip to Italy. 
Knox sat on trial for the follow-
ing eight years, nearly half of 
which were spent in an Italian 
prison, for a murder she claims 
she did not commit.

“Amanda Knox” dives into 
this horrific crime and features 
interviews with both Amanda 
Knox and various other in-
terviewees who believe in her 
guilt, or are unsure of where 
they stand. But with all of 
the evidence pointing to both 
Knox’s innocence and guilt, 
this documentary is, again, one 
that may leave you with more 
questions than you began with.

Proudly serving our customers for over 25 years.
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Tue-Thur 11:30am-10pm
Fri & SaT 11:30am-11pm

Sunday 12pm-9:30pm

Winner of both Pasadena’s Best 
Asian Restaurant and Pasadena’s 

Best Sushi Restuarant
Rated HHHH Stars by The Sun

Chinese Cuisine & Sushi Bar

Come celebrate your special 
event with us. 

Ask us about our Special 
Chef Appetizers/Sushi 
4315 Mountain Road, Pasadena

410-255-8555
www.szechuancafe.com

Senior Wellness Check-Ins | We offer 3 visits per month providing 
peace of mind for the families of aging seniors who live alone.

Home Safety Assessments | We advocate for seniors by assuring a safe 
and senior-friendly environment for those who wish to remain at home.

Housing Placement Services | We help to find the right fit for you or your loved one.
Physician Visit Guide | Going to the doctor’s office can be time-consuming. We 

transport and accompany your loved ones on their scheduled doctor’s visits.

www.leanondee.com

Honoring your CHOICES, your 
INDEPENDENCE, and your DIGNITY

Contact us today to learn more! 410-449-4538

Presents

For tickets visit www.chesapeakeballetcompany.com

We can conduct all business via phone and online.

Call today for an appointment! 
8684 Veterans Highway · Suite 204 

Millersville, Maryland 21108
Email: info@diggslaw.com

O: 410-244-1189 F: 443-543-6360 
Website: www.diggslaw.com

Your lawyer and 
neighbor providing 
legal expertise for 

all your family law,  
estate planning and 

accident needs.

Stay
safe!

For a prompt, confidential appointment, Contact us Today!
New Life is in-network with most insurances and Maryland Medicaid accepted.

4231 Postal Court • Pasadena, MD 21122

410-255-4475
www.newlifeacs.com

•	Morning	&	Evening	Intensive	
Treatment	(IOP)
•	Continuum	of	Care	&	
MAT	groups
•	DUI/DWI	Court	Approved	
Program
•	Family	&	Friends	Education	
Support	Group
•	Women	only	groups
•	Therapy	&	Meds	management	
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with	Suboxone	or	Vivitrol
•	Psychiatric	Evaluations
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Addiction Counseling & Mental Health Services

We Are Open!
Virtual Services Provided!

Top 10 Documentaries To Watch While You’re Quarantined
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Misty Schulze
Owner/CEO

193 Strohm Drive • Pasadena, MD 21122
Cell: 443-956-5833 • Email: mistycleaninc@earthlink.net

www.mistyclean.com

“It’s not clean unless it’s Misty Clean!”

Call us today or visit our website:

410-255-4111
www.mistyclean.com

Helping YOU Disinfect YOUR Home With:
· Disinfectant & Sanitizer Cleaners…and more!
· We wear Masks, Gloves & Booties
· We are Following CDC Guidelines
· Providing PEACE OF MIND that your HOME is SAFE!

“It’s Not Clean Unless It’s Misty Clean!”
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and sour cream. The fries 
themselves were similar 
to boardwalk fries, and 
I could taste the sliced 
potatoes under the layers 
of toppings. This is the 
salty dish you crave after 
a stressful day or a pain-
ful breakup — the kind of 
food that warms the heart 
and sends your tummy 
into a happy place.

The egg rolls offered 
a different, surprising 
flavor palate to the meal. 
Instead of fat, stuffed egg 
rolls you might expect in 
most Asian restaurants, 
these five rolls were thin, 
filled with mostly meat 
(pork and beef, although 
there are also some car-
rots and green onions 
mixed in) and crispy on 
the outside. They were 
served with a sweet, 
smoky dipping sauce that 
went surprisingly well 
with what was basically a 
fried cheeseburger roll.

There were a few things 
to complain about at 
Jeno’s. By the time I got 
home with my food and 
started chowing down, 

the bread was slightly 
soggy and so were the 
fries. The food was unde-
niably greasy (as chees-
esteaks nearly always 
are), so it was hard to tell 
whether the food was 
already a bit too greasy 
or if the grease settled 
into it over the 20-minute 
drive home. It still wasn’t 
unpleasant, but if the sub 
weren’t wrapped, I would 
wager that it would easily 
soak through the bag. 
The second complaint is 
also mild: the staff mixed 
up our drinks and gave 
us a Coke instead of a 
Coke Zero, so my diabetic 
husband couldn’t have 
a soda with me. This is 
understandable, as the 
staff was operating in a 
difficult time period and 
taking extra coronavirus 
precautions, so the staff 
could easily have made 
that mistake.

The two subs, fries, egg 
rolls and two sodas came 
out to just over $36 and 
made for a great lunch. 
Look no further for a 
satisfying meal; Jeno’s is 
the place to go!

Get Hooked On Jeno’s
 »Continued from A14

2441 Mountain Road, Suite F, Pasadena, MD 21122 | www.wtsfinancial.com

(443) 702-7128
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By Audrey Ruppert 
Film Critic

This month I was going 
to review the second 
installment of “A Quiet 

Place,” but going to see a film 
is unfortunately out of the 
question due to the corona-
virus outbreak. Instead, I 
thought I would review one of 
the many pandemic films that 
have been made. Unsurpris-
ingly, films like “World War Z” 
and “Outbreak” are currently 
topping the YouTube rental 
charts. I chose “Contagion,” as 
it is widely considered to be the 
most scientifically accurate of 
its genre.

Despite its breakneck pace 
and A-list cast, “Contagion” 
strikes me as more of an edu-
cational film about pandemics 
than a cinematic masterpiece. 
That being said, education is 
exactly what we need right 
now, and it’s worth a watch. 
Gwyneth Paltrow stars as a 
patient zero who inadver-
tently picks up a new virus that 
originated in China and swiftly 
spreads it to the United States. 
Her husband (Matt Damon) 
loses both his wife and stepson 
to violent encephalitis brought 
on by the disease, and he 
quarantines himself with his 
daughter in an effort to save 
their lives. Within a matter of 
weeks, the virus has spread 
around the globe, and epide-
miologists race to try and find 
a vaccine.

What “Contagion” 
Gets Right
•	Reluctance from Officials 

- Early on in the epidemic, 
a scientist (Kate Winslet) 
warns a mayor at the center 
of an infection cluster that 
she must shut down schools 
and take drastic measures to 
stop the spread. The mayor 
complains that her town 
was forced to “overreact” 

to the swine flu, and that 
she “doesn’t want people to 
panic.” Winslet tries to ex-
plain that the virus spreads 
on an exponential curve, 
and taking precautions early 
is critical.
•	Crossover Events -  The 

fictional virus of “Contagion” 
crossed over first from a bat 
to a pig, then to a human. 
This can happen; COVID-19 
is thought to have possibly 
crossed over from a bat, 
pangolin or civet.
•	Tracing of Early Pa-

tients - An official from the 
World Health Organization 
(Marion Cotillard) reviews 
footage from a casino where 
Paltrow’s character spent a 
night, and traces which pa-
tients came into contact with 
her. The WHO recommends 
early contact tracing - if this 
is done vigilantly enough, 
you can often quarantine the 
few who have been exposed 
before the virus explodes. 
In the movie and in real 
life, this was not done in 
time and the virus spread 
beyond the point it could be 
contained.
•	Conspiracy Theorists 

- Jude Law plays a con-
spiracy theorist who spreads 
dangerous misinformation, 

hypothesizing that perhaps 
the virus was government-
made or that the cure is be-
ing hidden from the people. 
Some people online are cur-
rently theorizing that this 
virus is an act of Chinese 
bioterrorism.

What “Contagion” 
Gets Wrong
•	Competent Governments 

and Rapid Medical Re-
sponse - The World Health 
Organization and Centers 
for Disease Control work like 
well-oiled machines in “Con-
tagion,” and the government 
listens to them. The presi-
dent is quick to take action, 
and the military is brought 
in early to help treat the sick. 
Huge makeshift hospitals 
are set up in gymnasiums 
and conference centers with 
lightning speed. The people 
in “Contagion” are so focused 
on accountability, they even 
put a CDC authority (Lau-
rence Fishburne) on trial for 
disclosing to his wife that 
the virus has spread before it 
was announced to the public 
(thereby using his position of 
power to unjustly benefit his 
family). In reality, we have 
seen disjointed government 
response across the world, 

a flurry of misinformation, 
and a reluctance to imple-
ment the measures so neces-
sary to contain this pandem-
ic. We have seen a lack of 
accountability, a scrambling 
to get the necessary health 
equipment, and a shortage of 
beds, ventilators, protective 
equipment and doctors.
•	Vaccines - The vaccine 

in “Contagion” comes out 
ridiculously fast. Jennifer 
Ehle’s character decides to 
sacrificially try the vaccine 
on herself, thereby jumping 
to the “human trial” phase 
more quickly. In reality, we 
already have some human 
trials for the COVID-19 
vaccine. It is going to take a 
long time before authorities 
determine any vaccine safe 
for public use. Perhaps they 
would roll it out without 
precautions if COVID-19 
were as deadly as the virus in 
“Contagion,” but as it stands, 
we won’t see a vaccine until 
early 2021 in all likelihood. 
Patients also take the vac-
cine in “Contagion” and are 
immediately immune. In 
reality, they would have to 
wait a few weeks before be-
ing completely protected.

What “Contagion” 
Left Out
•	The stockpiling: While 

there’s a few scenes of 
people fighting over For-
sythia, the supposed “cure” 
for the virus that Jude Law 
peddles, nothing is men-
tioned about food, hand 
sanitizer or toilet paper 
shortages.
•	The Enforced Lock-
downs: While you see 
people blocked from leaving 
their counties or states in 
“Contagion,” and you see 
people hiding on their own 
will in their homes, there 
is no enforced lockdown of 
the streets. New York seems 
days away from lockdown, 
and Spain, France, Italy and 
the UK are now on lock-
down — people are only 
permitted to leave their 
homes for essential reasons.

Contagion: Predicting A Pandemic

Photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.

“Contagion” is more of an educational film about pandemics 
than a cinematic masterpiece.

Overdrive, or Libby for 
ebooks, and RB Digital or 
audiobooks by Tumblebooks 
for e-audiobooks to any 
personal device. Library 
patrons can also quickly and 
easily stream documenta-
ries, movies or popular chil-
dren’s shows through the 
Kanopy application or listen 
to music through the Naxos 
Music Library. The library’s 
digital collection also offers 
educational resources such 
as TumbleMath, a resource 
where students learn a vari-
ety of math concepts using 
animated picture books and 
lessons online.

Despite the branch clo-

sures, the library staff con-
tinues to find new ways to 
support the local communi-
ty with its online presence. 
“In the next two weeks, the 
library will acquire $150,000 
in digital material, acquir-
ing new and more copies 
of popular content during 
this time of hardship,” 
Feldmann said.

In addition to the library’s 
digital collection, library 
staff maintains a social 
media presence, offering 
story time, movie discus-
sions, and STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and 
math) activities streamed 
or hosted through Face-
book and Zoom.

County Public Library 
Expands Digital Services
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4 year old Pre School through Grade 8
410-647-2283  |  www.stjohnspschool.org

Severna Park, MD
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence2008

Academic Excellence in the
Catholic Tradition Since 1959

Faith  •  Family  •  academics

Join us for a Welcome Wednesday
tour from 9:00am to 10:00am
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Chamber Update

There are almost 
56,000 businesses 
in Anne Arundel 

County, most of which 
are independently owned 
and operating as small 
businesses. In the face of 
market evolution or ad-
versity, small businesses 
have the ability to change 
and adapt quickly.

In the short amount of 
time that we have dealt 
with this virus crisis, 
many of our businesses 
have discovered new and 
creative ways to meet the 
needs of their customers. 
The entrepreneurial spirit 
never shuts down, even 
though many operations 
have at this time. You will 
find drive-thru pickups of 
hearing aids and desserts, 
pop-up taco quick marts, 
Zoom home workouts, 
home delivery of many 
products that were previ-
ously sold only at the loca-
tion, and much more.

We thank our busi-
nesses and organizations 
for all that you are doing 
at this time, and we know 
that you will be more in-
novative than ever when 
the restrictions are lifted.

We welcome these new 
members: A Step-Ahead 
Organizing and Cleaning 
Service, Bannister Private 
Capital, Rooftop General 
Contractors, Bradford 
Counseling Services LLC, 
and Bay Hills Golf Club.

We have some exciting 
ribbon cuttings on the ho-
rizon that are postponed 
until further notice. This 
includes a ribbon cutting 
for our newest busi-

ness, Paramount Yard 
Pest Control.

On March 9, we held a 
multi-chamber bowling 
outing at Dave & Buster’s 
in Arundel Mills. Over 60 
people from five chambers 
got together for a great 
evening of food, drinks 
and bowling.

Our Successful Women 
in Business group held a 
multi-chamber event at 
Walden Country Club in 
celebration of Women’s 
History Month. The 
event was sponsored by 
the American Business 
Women’s Association, 
Maryland Capital Chap-
ter. This great organiza-
tion’s mission is to bring 
together businesswomen 
of diverse occupations 
and to provide opportu-
nities for them to help 
themselves and others 
grow personally and 
professionally through 
leadership, education, 
networking support and 
national recognition. For 
more information, visit 
www.abwa.org.

Our guest speaker was 
Mary Margaret Revell 
Goodwin. Mary Margaret 
is a pioneer for women, 
overcoming polio to 
become an international 
long-distance swim-
mer. She worked for the 
Pentagon for 14 years 
and during that time 
became a long-distance 
runner. Mary Margaret 
is president of the Mary 
Edwardine Bourke Emory 
Foundation, which is 
raising money to open the 
Women’s History Mu-
seum in Centerville. She 
delivered a fascinating 
presentation on women 
in Maryland who made a 
difference in gaining the 

Liz League
CEO 

GSPACC
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By Haley Weisgerber

Behind each neigh-
borhood in Severna 
Park is a community 

association that strives 
to make their section of 
the community great. 
The staff at Fellner Legal 
Services is dedicated to 
helping these commu-
nity associations achieve 
their goals.

Fellner Legal Services is 
a community association 
law firm that represents 
condos and homeowner 
associations (HOA) 
throughout Maryland and 
Washington, D.C.

“Having the opportu-
nity to serve clients like 
this and understand their 
different needs gives me 
an advantage and allows 
me to solve their problems 
a little bit more expedi-
tiously,” said Brian Fell-
ner, who opened the firm 
in July of 2018.

Fellner and his le-
gal assistant, Sherelle 
Morton-Bey, work hard 
to ensure their clients’ 
needs are met.

“I think I prefer the 

smaller size,” said Mor-
ton-Bey about working 
for Fellner Legal Services. 
“I like for it to be a two-
person firm. It’s small, it’s 

just us, and I feel really 
included.”

Fellner was working 
with a Teach For America 
program when he decided 

to go to law school.
“I call myself an exam-

ple of bad process, good 
results,” he said. “There 
wasn’t a brilliant thought 
process about it. I look 
back and I’ve been practic-
ing law for about 13 years 
and it’s a good fit for me.”

After practicing commu-
nity association law with 
another firm for seven 
years, Fellner decided to 
open his own firm.

“I had a vision about 
what I wanted to say, and 
I wanted my messaging to 
be a little bit different, a 
little bit unique,” said Fell-
ner. “It seemed like a good 
opportunity to do that 
and be able to talk directly 
to clients.”

In addition to directly 
communicating with 
clients, Fellner writes edu-
cational blog posts for his 
website. These posts are a 
part of his overall goal to 
prevent conflict.

“All of what I talk about 
in my blog posts is about 
governance,” said Fellner, 
who prides himself in 
his ability to litigate and 

BUsiness spotligHts

Fellner legal services is
Committed to Community Values

Brian Fellner (right) of Fellner Legal Services opened his 
law firm in the summer of 2018.
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By Zach sparks

As former customers 
of Annapolis Home 
Brew, Shawn Dann 

and Steve Bolton appreci-
ated the range of offerings 
meant to help everyone, 
from the first-time brewer 
to the seasoned wine-
maker. Now that they’ve 
been owners of the store 
for more than two years, 
they get to help others 
explore their passion for 
those crafts.

Part hobby store and 
part specialty supermar-
ket, Annapolis Home Brew 
helps enthusiasts with 
their beer, mead, wine, 
cider and kombucha needs.

When it comes to beer, 
Annapolis Home Brew 
has over 100 propri-
etary recipes.

“They can be broken out 
into either extract brew-
ing, which is the quick and 
easy version, and partial 
mash brewing, which gives 
you a little more control, a 
little more onus is on you, 
and then all-grain brewing 
where you are definitely 
in charge; it’s like making 

a cake from scratch as op-
posed to making it from a 
kit,” said Bolton, the store 
manager. “They all make 
good beer.”

Although brewing will 
save someone money in 
the long run, Bolton said 
it’s more about the fun and 
enjoying the process.

“When I used to brew 

personally for fun, it was 
a social activity,” Bolton 
said. “We would get to-
gether, make beer, spend 
an afternoon doing it. If 
you do all-grain brewing, 
it can take six or seven 
hours, so plenty of time to 
enjoy what you made the 
last time. Getting friends 
together – enjoying food, 

enjoying beer, enjoying the 
process of making it – is 
as much a part of it as the 
end result.”

Bolton said that in brew-
ing, there are no bad ideas, 
only bad procedures when 
people don’t follow proper 
sanitation. That’s why the 
Annapolis Home Brew 
staff members not only 
offer equipment but also 
lend their advice when-
ever possible.

“We have classes so 
we can show people the 
process, show them what 
it takes to do brewing 
or winemaking or cider 
making, and we also can 
rent out our kitchen for 
anyone who knows how to 
brew but doesn’t have the 
space needed or the large 
equipment that you need 
to do some of these bigger 
beers,” Bolton said.

An added bonus for cus-
tomers are the build-a-beer, 
build-a-wine and build-a-
cider experiences. Custom-
ers pay one price and they 
get all the ingredients and 
equipment use as well as 
private lessons for up to 

Annapolis Home Brew Helps The 
Whole Family Develop Their Hobbies

Part hobby store and part specialty supermarket, Annapolis 
Home Brew helps enthusiasts with their beer, mead, wine, cider 
and kombucha needs, according to store manager Steve Bolton.
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What Will COVID-19 
Mean For Your 
Investments?

One of the questions 
on everyone’s mind 
is, “What will the 

coronavirus mean for my 
investments?” By the time 
this article is printed, we’ll 
know more about how the 
financial markets are react-
ing to the global spread of 
the COVID-19 virus. As I’m 
writing this on March 18, 
I realize many of you are 
feeling anxious as markets 
are moving sharply lower, 
but no one really knows the 
extent this will play out in 
the market and how it will 
ultimately affect your invest-
ment portfolio.

You may be worried about 
the virus, and rightfully 
so. The virus has a direct 
economic impact because 
businesses, organizations 
and individuals are increas-
ingly not working, staying 
home and limiting human 
contact. This has a clear and 
direct impact on both the 
supply and demand sides of 
the global economy. Poten-
tial travel limits, factory 
closings and school closures 
impact the supply side — 
the ability of economies to 
produce goods and services 
is reduced. Fewer trips to 
malls, restaurants, and 
sporting events impact the 
demand side and result in 
lower consumer spending. 
Sharp stock market drops 
also contribute to lower con-
sumer demand as household 
wealth is impacted.

The stock market is a 
forward-looking mechanism. 
In other words, investors 
buy stocks in anticipation 
of what the economy and 
corporate earnings will 
look like in the future. With 

COVID-19 clearly going to 
have an impact, stocks have 
suffered sharp losses as it 
remains too early (as I write 
this in mid-March) to see the 
full effect that it will have on 
the economy and how busi-
nesses will react to it.

Looking forward, have we 
seen the end of this market 
selloff? No one knows the 
answer to this question, and 
it is a very fluid situation. 
We do believe that more 
stock market weakness is 
possible as companies get a 
clearer view of the impact of 
the virus and start to reduce 
their outlooks. As businesses 
reduce their sales and profit 
expectations, stock prices 
could fall lower.

While there is a clear risk 
to stocks in the near-term, 
we do see some reasons for 
optimism. First of all, areas 
that were initially inflicted, 
such as China, have already 
begun to see a slow but 
positive return to normalcy 
as businesses start up again 
and workers come back to 
their jobs. Second, com-
ing into the emergence of 
COVID-19 in the U.S., the 
domestic economy was in a 
good place given strength 
around the consumer, the 
housing market and the 
services industry. Third, the 
combination of the severe 
drop in oil prices caused by 
the price war between Saudi 
Arabia and Russia along with 
the sharp drop in interest 
rates should be a boon for 
you and me, the consumer. 
When some normalcy 
returns to the U.S. after the 
virus dissipates, as it has 
done in China and South 
Korea, $30 oil prices and 
near-zero interest rates are 
essentially a tax cut for the 
American consumer.

Lastly, and most impor-
tantly, similar to what other 
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Jason LaBarge
NSSA  Managing 

Partner 
Premier Planning 

Group

By laura Mcelwain 
Colquhoun

Entrepreneurism is in 
the DNA of the Tripett 
family from Severna 

Park. Spanning multiple 
generations, all members 
of the Trippett family are 
involved in the operation 
of five family businesses 
in Maryland.

Starting in 1973 with a 
real estate company, Mi-
chael and Judith Trippett 
began Trippett Enterprises. 
Based in Severna Park, they 
own, manage and maintain 
homes in Anne Arundel 
County, Baltimore City, 
Western Maryland, West 
Virginia, and most recently 
in the Caribbean island 
of Antigua.

Son Jason Trippett said, 
“My parents are honest 
people who worked hard 
from nothing to something. 
We learned the business 
side from my parents.”

As adults, Jason, along 
with a brother also named 
Michael, carried on the en-

trepreneurial spirit instilled 
by their parents and began 
business pursuits of their 
own. Though they did not 
have previous experience in 
the meat business, in 2009, 
they bought a longtime 
family business in Hager-
stown, Maryland: Hoff-
man’s Meats.

Prior to purchasing Hoff-
man’s Meats, both brothers 
worked in corporate posi-
tions in different capacities. 
“Right after the real estate 
meltdown in 2008, I said, ‘I 
have some operations back-
ground, and my brother was 
a master salesman,’” Jason 
Trippett said. “Let’s buy 

this place and make a run of 
it,” he told Michael. Later, 
a third brother, Doward, 
joined the operations five 
years ago, and all three 
brothers now manage differ-
ent parts of the business.

Now nearly a century 
old, Hoffman’s Meats is a 

Entrepreneurism Runs In Park Family

As adults, Jason and Michael Trippett carried 
on the entrepreneurial spirit instilled by their 
parents and began business pursuits of their 
own. Though they did not have previous 
experience in the meat business, in 2009, they 
bought a longtime family business in 
Hagerstown, Maryland: Hoffman’s Meats.
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4 Bedroom – 4 Full Baths
Hardwood Floors
Updated Kitchen

2 Owners Suites on Upper level

Moorings on the Magothy - $450,000

4 Bedroom – 3 Full Baths
Beautiful Hardwood Floors
Beautiful Gourmet Kitchen
Sunroom
Amazing Community Amenities

UlMstead estates - $695,000

PRMI NMLS: 3094. PRMI is an Equal H ousing Lender. DISCLAIMER: Some products and services may not be available in all states. Credit and collateral are subject to approval. Terms and conditions 
apply. This is not a commitment to lend. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation, Commissioner of 

Financial Regulations, #5511.489 Ritchie Highway | Suite 202 | Severna Park, MD 21146

489 Ritchie Highway | Suite 202 | Severna Park, MD 21146

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

Know What’s Happening
Read about how the pandemic is 
affecting Severna Park…
Know what local people are
talking about…
Get the latest updates…

…right in your newsfeed.

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice |  @SPVoice

vote. To find out more and 
donate to the museum, visit 
www.mebefoundation.org.

We have rescheduled 
our Shop Local Fun Fiesta 
at Park Plaza to May 16. 
Stay tuned!

Our annual Fourth of July 
parade will be held on Sat-
urday, July 4, from 10:00am 
to 11:30am in Severna Park. 
This year’s theme is “Cel-
ebrating our Rich Commu-
nity History.” Our grand 
marshal is local historian 
and retired business owner 
Scott Jay. We would love to 
see an outpouring of com-
munity participation with 
floats and walkers! Please 
contact our office at 410-
647-3900 with questions. 
Applications can be down-
loaded from our website at 
www.gspacc.com.

Chamber 
Update

 »Continued from A17
write policy. “It’s about 
policies, good board prac-
tice, or communicating 
notices to owners. That’s 
one thing that I really like 
that drew me to opening 
my own office, so I can 
give that commentary 
because I feel like I have a 
really specific voice that I 
like to use.”

Fellner said his firm has 
a core system of beliefs 
that he hopes will benefit 
his clients.

“My firm has a motto 
and its ‘service, success, 
simple,’” said Fellner. “All 
three of those concepts are 
very important to me.”

Service, which is in-
cluded in the firm’s name, 
represents Fellner’s dedica-
tion to his clients and the 
community.

While many lawyers 
measure success in court, 
Fellner said he would 
prefer to set good policy 
and avoid the courtroom. 
His definition of success is 
good policy that creates a 
mutual understanding be-
tween community associa-
tions and residents.

Legal jargon can be con-
fusing, so Fellner prides 
himself on making things 
simple for clients.

Fellner encourages his 
clients to take a simi-
lar approach.

“One of my favorite 
terms is ‘good gover-
nance,’” said Fellner. “I 
represent associations as 
opposed to individuals 
fighting associations. I 
try to not just be the one 
who is fighting on their 
behalf, but to keep them 

out of those fights in the 
first place. That’s really 
what they’re doing. They’re 
governing whatever their 
association is.”

Fellner strives to help 
his clients serve their 
communities in the most 
efficient and mutually ben-
eficial way.

“I love my job because 
I get to help people,” said 
Fellner. “Being a lawyer 
doesn’t always feel that 
way and every day of it 
doesn’t always feel that 
way. Having this firm and 
being able to see that what 
we do benefits these com-
munities helps them and 
steers them right.”

For more information 
about Fellner Legal Servic-
es, call 443-906-0117, email 
bfellner@flslawyer.com or 
visit www.flslawyer.com.

Fellner Legal Services Is Committed
 »Continued from A17

four people to make either 
beer, wine or cider. Annapo-
lis Home Brew will let the 
beverage ferment onsite, and 
people return to the store for 
bottling day.

“You don’t have to worry 
about buying a kettle, buy-
ing a burner, buying any-
thing but the ingredients,” 
Bolton said. “We’re trying to 
entice people into brewing 
by showing them how easy 
it can be. It can be as easy or 
as complicated as you want 
it to be. You can just grab a 
kit off the shelf and make a 
beer, or you can get into all 
the fine minutia of blend-
ing the flavors and ‘I want 
a half-ounce of this and 
three ounces of that and 17 
pounds of something else’ 
to create your recipes, and 
there’s a lot of online help 

you can get.”
Currently, Annapolis 

Home Brew is taking orders 
for six-gallon pales of 
Chilean wine juice. With a 
delivery date set for mid-
April, the supplies will allow 
people to make 30 bottles of 
wine per bucket.

“We have started appeal-
ing more to winemakers 
because unlike brewing, 
which is very labor intensive 
upfront, winemaking, if you 
do it from juice or from one 
of our recipe kits, it’s kind 
of like you add the yeast and 
let them do all the heavy 
lifting for you,” Bolton said. 
“They will eat the sugar, 
turn it into alcohol, turn it 
into [carbon dioxide], and 
then eventually die off. 
You have a brew day and 
it’s going to take anywhere 
from two to seven hours, so 

there’s a lot more potential 
winemakers out there than 
brewers because winemak-
ing is so passive. And when 
you’re done making wines 
from one of our kits, you get 
28 to 30 bottles, so that can 
be very cost-effective.”

Annapolis Home Brew 
also has supplies to make 
kombucha, which is full of 
probiotics and antioxidants. 
Kombucha can be offered as 
a non-alcoholic beverage, so 
even the kids can make it.

“We also have soda-mak-
ing kits for people who want 
to have a project to do with 
the kids while they’re out 
of school and you’re looking 
to fill all of this downtime,” 
Bolton said. “Hopefully we 
can reach a large amount of 
people and help them get 
through this [shutdown].”

With dogs frequently 

hanging out at the store 
on weekends, and popcorn 
made for the kids, Annapo-
lis Home Brew hopes to ap-
peal to all types of people.

“This is not just dad’s den; 
this is a place the whole 
family can enjoy,” Bolton 
said. “It’s a great activity 
for couples and we have a 
lot of solo female brewers; 
it certainly is not just a 
guy hobby.”

Annapolis Home Brew is 
located behind Severna Park 
Lanes and Pete’s Cycle at 
836 Ritchie Highway, Suite 
19, in Severna Park. Hours 
are noon to 8:00pm on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Friday; 10:00am to 
5:00pm on Saturday; and 
noon to 4:00pm on Sunday. 
For more information, call 
410-975-0930 or visit www.
annapolishomebrew.com.

Annapolis Home Brew Helps The Whole Family
 »Continued from A17

nations have done, we do 
expect some additional 
economic stimulus out of 
Washington that would 
improve investor optimism. 
At the time of this writing 
in mid-March the Trump 
administration is discussing 
a plan that could amount 
to as much as $1.2 trillion 
in spending. According 
to Bloomberg, Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
pitched $250 billion in 
checks to be sent at the end 
of April, with a second set of 
checks to bring the total up 
to $500 billion four weeks 
later if there’s still a national 
emergency.

We’ve already seen the 
government enact some 
measures that include giving 
the Small Business Admin-
istration authority to issue 
loans to small businesses 
affected by the virus, and the 
Treasury Department will 
defer tax payment, without 
interest or penalties, to 
certain affected individuals 
and businesses. Although we 
don’t know what the final 
stimulus plan will look like 
just yet, we expect it could 
possibly include payroll tax 
relief and targeted financial 
relief to the most-affected 
industries (such as travel, 
hospitality and leisure).

The current market vola-
tility will remain with us for 
the foreseeable future. We 
are focusing on potential 
actions in two areas — what 
is being done to reduce the 
spread of the COVID-19 
and what fiscal stimulus 
measures are being enacted 
to reduce the economic un-
certainty caused by it. Since 
you cannot predict when, 
or if, these will occur, it 
highlights an important and 
time-tested strategy that 

you should follow — a di-
versified and well-balanced 
investment portfolio can 
help mitigate the difficult 
market days.

At the writing of this 
article, we’re experiencing 
a volatile market, and it’s 
important to be diversified 
by not having too much risk 
exposure to one asset class 
or security. Focusing on 
long-term risk and return 
objectives is important as 
you want to stay on course 
and focus on the things you 
can control in your portfo-
lio. It is in times like this 
that you can find solace in 
an investment portfolio 
built on the “red money, 
green money” framework 
that I’ve mentioned before, 
where the investments 
providing for your daily 
needs are protected from 
such market downturns. I 
refer to these investments 
as green money, because 
it’s safe and always there. 
Red money is the money in 
the market that pays for all 
the extras in retirement. It 
can be susceptible to some 
market volatility, but since 
you have the green money 
providing your essentials, 
it can make weathering this 
kind of uncertainty more 
palatable.

Jason LaBarge, Financial 
Advisor and Managing Partner 
at Premier Planning Group, 
115 West Street, Suite 400 
Annapolis, MD 21401 443-847-
2531 www.jasonlabarge.com.

Securities offered through 
Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, 
member FINRA/SIPC. Advi-
sory services offered through 
Summit Financial Group Inc., a 
registered investment adviser. 
Summit and Cetera are affili-
ated under separate ownership 
from any other named entity.

What Will COVID-19 Mean 
For Your Investments?

 »Continued from A17
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Individual and Business tax planning and return preparation
Bookkeeping and payroll services available

Please call us for an appointment
410-544-3303

Keith M. Manning, CPA/PFS
Mark H. Kamins, CPA/PFS

645 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Suite 218, Severna Park, MD  21146
www.kandmcpa.com

LIGHTHOUSE FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC
Investments and Insurance

Do you have a 401K to rollover?
Do you have questions regarding annuities?

Are you interested in a review of your investments?

         Please call us for an appointment

410-544-3303
Keith M. Manning
Mark H. Kamins

645 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Suite 218, Severna Park, MD  21146
www.lfsllc.com

SECURITIES AND INVESTMENT ADVISORY SERVICES THROUGH H. BECK, INC., 
Member FINRA, SIPC. Keith M. Manning and Mark H. Kamins are Registered 

Representatives of H. Beck, Inc., which is unaffiliated with Lighthouse Financial Services, LLC
H. Beck, Inc. does not provide accounting/tax services. Accounting and tax services are available 

through Kamins and Manning, P.C., which is unaffiliated with H. Beck, Inc.

At Severn Bank, we keep on top of local business trends, spot opportunities, know the 
neighborhoods and industries that offer the best potential for growth, and understand 
how important small businesses are to our communities. We call that sixth sense the 
“Severn Sense.”
We’re part of the fabric of Anne Arundel County. We live here, work here and play here 
and we’re here by your side for the long haul. We believe when you win, we all win.

Let’s start the conversation today. 
Contact one of our Commercial Relationship Managers or Team Members at 410.260.2000  
and visit severnbank.com/small-business.

severnbank.com

Sensible small business 
banking solutions.
From the local bank  
that knows your market.
Katcef Brothers Inc.
Tom Mangels, V.P. Administration  /  Ed Gray, Service Representative

Warfield & Darrah, P.C.
Attorneys at Law

Robert W. Warfield ~Paula J. Darrah

All Family Law Matters
Divorce ~ Property Division ~ Custody 

Alimony ~ Child Support
Protective Order Proceedings

Litigation Appeals
Contracts ~ Wills ~ Estates

Now Offering Web Based Video Conferencing

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 104
Severna Park, MD 21146 (410)544-1020

www.darrahfamilylaw.com

2020

Chris Itnyre was joined by members of the Pasadena Business Association on 
March 11 for the opening of the new business Police Protection Services & Security 
Training Academy at 8567 Fort Smallwood Road. Police Protection Services 
provides security guard training and also physical security around the clock, 
everything from armed guards to retired police officers.

Police Protection Services Comes To Pasadena
Ribbon Cutting

slaughterhouse. Depending 
on the client, Hoffman’s 
either processes and boxes 
meat or they turn the meat 
into products such as bacon 
and hot dogs. Hoffman’s 
Meats is the only plant in 
Maryland making hot dogs, 
and they are the official hot 
dogs of both the Baltimore 
Orioles and Washington 
Redskins. They also have 
an all-natural and organic 
line of products, and they 
sell to retailers such as 
Whole Foods.

Building on the success 
of Hoffman’s Meats, the 
Trippett brothers expanded 
their ventures, and in 2014 
purchased J.W. Trueth in 
Catonsville, Maryland, a 
kosher slaughterhouse. Also 
a century’s old and well-
established meat proces-
sor, J.W. Trueth has beef 
products that are produced 
under strict rabbinical 

supervision.
They are the closest ko-

sher slaughterhouse to New 
York City and New Jersey, 
and a rabbi from either 
of those places travels to 
Catonsville daily to par-
ticipate in the processing of 
the cattle. After the kosher 
parts of the cattle are used, 
the remainder of the meats 
are processed and shipped 
all over the country. “Some 
of the best steakhouses in 
the country buy our meats,” 
Jason Trippett said with 
pride but also humility.

Though the two meat 
processors have different 
operations, both use local 
cattle, from Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and 
West Virginia. Both also 
have small retails stores 
onsite open to the public.

Most recently, the broth-
ers expanded their business 
circles and now own and op-
erate a self-storage company 

and catering business, both 
in Hagerstown.

Jason Trippett said 
working with his broth-
ers is easy because of their 
clearly defined roles. “We 
do logistics. We know our 
responsibilities, and we get 
along well.”

Though the family busi-
nesses have expanded, 
the Trippett family’s roots 
are still firmly planted in 
Severna Park. The elder 
Michael Trippett attended 
Severna Park High School 
the first year it was built. 
The only Trippett family 
member who does not cur-
rently live in Severna Park 
is the younger Michael, 
who lives in Olney to be 
nearer to the businesses in 
Hagerstown.

“We all grew up here,” Ja-
son Trippett shared. “That’s 
where I’ll die too.”

Entrepreneurism Runs In Park Family
 »Continued from A17

CTS — formerly Chesa-
peake Telephone Systems 
— a Millersville-based 
provider of business and 
public sector communica-
tions solutions, is celebrat-
ing 35 years in business and 
was recently named Mitel’s 
Partner of the Year.

“We’re very proud to 
have been recently rec-
ognized by Mitel for Top 
Performance in MiCloud 
Connect sales and client 
support across the Ameri-
cas,” announced Jeff Nolte, 
CTS president. “The award 
was presented in Dallas 
at Mitel’s signature event, 

Mitel Next.”
MiCloud Connect is 

popular among CTS clients 
as a complete cloud business 
communications service. 
It delivers seamless mobil-
ity, voice, collaboration and 
contact center solutions. 
By combining powerful 
features and flexible service 
plans with Google Cloud’s 
proven reliability, MiCloud 
Connect makes all-in-one 
communications simple 
and secure.

“The years have flown 
by, and we’re excited to 
be celebrating our 35-year 
anniversary,” noted Jeff 

Nolte. “We couldn’t have 
reached this milestone 
without our amazing team. 
Customer satisfaction 
drives everything they do 
and was a key factor in 
Mitel’s selection process, 
so we’re particularly proud 
of our Partner of the Year 
award. It is a testament to 
our team’s professionalism 
and hard work.”

CTS delivers and sup-
ports cloud-based, hybrid 
and on-premises systems 
for small, medium and large 
organizations, based on 
each client’s unique needs, 
budget and schedule.

CTS Celebrates 35-Year Anniversary And 
Earns MITEL Partner Of The Year Award

The Arnold Y recently completed a year-long renovation to make the center more accessible, 
functional and welcoming to members and the local community. The Y wants people to come, 
stay, feel connected and build community, so the new fireplace serves as intentional symbolism. 
Renovations include a new, accessible entry and renovated lobby, including installation of an 
elevator and extra handicapped spaces in the parking lot; conversion of the original Stay & Play 
to a multi-purpose space and administrative office space; conversion of the original 
administrative space to a family room; a new family bathroom and “mommy room” in the new 
family room; new flooring/carpeting in the fitness area; new strength equipment; and more.

Arnold Y Unveils Renovations
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What will COVID-19
mean for your investments?

Having a retirement portfolio built to withstand market
volatility through careful planning and diversification can be as

comforting as a warm blanket and tea when you're sick.
Jason LaBarge shares his framework to do just that.

CALL 443.837.2532 TO ATTEND A SEMINAR

JASON LABARGE, NSSA
Financial Advisor & National Social Security Advisor
We help you retire with more than just money.
115 West Street, Suite 400 Annapolis, MD 21401

www.JasonLaBarge.com
Securities offered through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through Summit Financial Group, Inc., a registered investment adviser. 

Summit and Cetera are affiliated and under separate ownership from any other named entity. 443.837.2520

April 28 and 29 at 6:30pm
at Yellowfin in Edgewater
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Everyone shares the 
same hopes: some day 
in the not-too-distant 

future, the world will emerge 
from the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic and return to some 
semblance of normalcy.

Of course, there won’t 
be any way to make up for 
lost time.

This is especially true 
for Anne Arundel County’s 
high school senior student-
athletes, who, since school 
was suspended on March 13, 
have been missing out on a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience: 
the chance to enjoy playing 
spring sports as they close a 
major chapter in their lives.

“For seniors, it’s just 
devastating,” said Severna 
Park softball coach Meredith 
McAlister. “It’s the end 
of everything they’ve 
worked for.”

At Severna Park High 
School, senior athletes on the 
softball, baseball, lacrosse, 
track and field, tennis and 
bocce teams are faced with 
the uncertainty that their 

seasons will take place at 
all. While the epidemic is 
wreaking havoc in many ways 
worse than disruptions to 
school, as the coronavirus has 
claimed thousands of lives 
and continues to threaten 
health and livelihoods 
around the globe, the sudden 
evaporation of sports has 
nonetheless caused real 
heartbreak, too.

“I was in shock and couldn’t 
believe it was true,” said 
Emily Wilson, the catcher 
for the Falcons’ softball team. 
“Then when I saw the season 
was postponed again (until 
April 24), my heart dropped. I 
thought, ‘It’s my senior year, 
and we haven’t even played a 
game yet.’”

Two of Wilson’s teammates, 
co-captains Kerri Kazmarek 
(pitcher) and Abbie Iaquinta 
(first base), have patiently 
waited their turns to fill 
starting roles and were 
finally set to seize their 
opportunities this season.

“That is where most of the 
sadness is coming from,” said 
Iaquinta. “I worked really 
hard in the offseason to get 

Senior Student-Athletes Cope With Loss Of Sports

Severna Park High School’s senior athletes, like many around the state and country, are coping with the ongoing loss of 
sports and school due to the coronavirus outbreak. All are hoping for sports to resume before the end of the school year. 

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

A couple years removed 
from a program-
wide hiatus, Green 

Hornets wrestling is back 
in full force.

Severna Park’s young 
wrestlers proved it with 
a team championship 
this winter.

Green Hornets wrestling 
took a large contingent 

of athletes to the county 
championship tournament 
at North County High 
School on February 23 and 
produced 17 place-winners 
to dethrone the defending-
champion Panthers and 
claim the title of Anne 
Arundel Wrestling League 
county champions for the 
2019-2020 season.

Commissioner and 
coach Tom Wheeler said 
the Hornets have come 

on strong as they lay 
groundwork for the future 
— but the present has 
come with success, too.

“Last year we were able 
to build a foundation for 
Green Hornets wrestling 
with the support from our 
wrestling families and the 
hard work of our kids,” 
said Wheeler. “This year 
we took further strides in 
building the program into 
a feeder system for the area 

high schools. Everyone 
in our wrestling room 
worked hard all season and 
made a commitment to 
excellence. Our coaching 
staff preached about 
getting better each time 
we stepped on the mat, 
and our kids were able 
to put those words into 
action and perform when it 
mattered.”

Severna Park upped its 

Green Hornets Wrestling
Finishes Outstanding Season

The Green Hornets wrestling program produced 17 place-winners and won the team crown at the Anne Arundel Wrestling 
League county championship meet at North County High School on February 23.

Ty Broadway Caps 
Undefeated Season 

With State Title

By Colin Murphy 
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

Ty Broadway didn’t 
play organized 
sports growing up. 

He started with football 
as a freshman at Severna 
Park in the fall of 2017 and 
joined the wrestling team 
that winter.

Just over two years later, 
Broadway is an undefeated 
state champion.

The Severna Park junior 
achieved that distinction 
on March 7, defeating 
Manchester Valley’s 
Grant Warner 13-6 in the 
3A/4A, 220-lbs state final 
at Showplace Arena in 
Upper Marlboro.

Broadway was the only 
state champion from 
Anne Arundel County 
and finished the season a 
perfect 43-0.

A dream that was born a 
year ago, when Broadway 
failed to place at the state 
tournament, came into 
focus this season before 
realizing fully on the first 
Saturday in March.

“Sophomore year when 
I went to states and didn’t 
place, I just had that 
feeling of being hopeless, 
of having everything at 
your fingertips and not 
executing,” said Broadway. 
“That’s when I changed. 
It just gave me that 
feeling of, ‘Yep. I’m never 

losing again.’”
If it seems bold to 

proclaim that now, 
Broadway has been saying 
it throughout a flatly 
dominant season. Every 
time he’s been on the mat, 
he’s showed how no one 
can stop him.

Broadway said Falcons 
coach Trevor Bryden and 
the Severna Park coaching 
staff saw his commitment 
and gave him the work he 
needed to achieve his goals.

“Then, the coaches were 
like, ‘Since you have that 
mentality, let’s work on 
conditioning, on that 
motor.’ They said, ‘You’re 
really fast for a 220. Guys 
are going to have a tough 
time to keep up with you.’ 
So that helped me with 
my stamina.”

By uniting his goal and 
the work ethic needed 
to achieve it, Broadway 
was never anything but 
overpowering this winter. 
He blazed through the 
county season and captured 
a second consecutive 
county title at Annapolis 
on February 22, defeating 
Southern’s Jojo Herring in 
the county final.

Between counties and 
states, Broadway matched 
up with Warner in the 
3A/4A East Region final on 
February 29, winning that 
matchup 19-7.

In the state final, 
Broadway again met 
Warner, who he said was a 
worthy opponent for the 
state crown.

“[Warner] was my 
toughest opponent this year 
along with [Old Mill’s Nate 
Fleming],” said Broadway. 
“They can still execute when 
they’re tired. All they need 
is one slip-up and they have 
that burst of energy just to 
come right at you. It really 
keeps me thinking and gets 
me on my toes to say, ‘Hey, 
don’t get lazy, because if 
you get lazy, that’s when 
mistakes happen.’”

No mistakes happened. 
Broadway used his unique 
combination of non-stop 
motion, speed, explosive 
athleticism and strength 

Severna Park junior wrestler 
Ty Broadway went 43-0 on 
the season and won the state 
championship in the 220 lbs 
bracket on March 7.

By Bob Hough

Severna Park needed 
every bit of Kaila 
Stasulli ’s nine fourth-

quarter points in the Class 
4A East Region II final at 
South River on March 4.

Her final two points were 
the most important.

Stasulli drove the length 
of the court and converted 
a driving layup with three 
seconds left to break a 
tie and lift the Falcons 
to a 41-39 victory over 
the Seahawks.

Severna Park (19-5) won 
its third region title and 
first since 1988.

Stasulli scored all nine 
of the Falcons’ points in 
the final quarter and the 
final two of the third after 
scoring just a point prior 
to her first field goal of the 
game in the final seconds of 
the third.

“I just tried to beat my 
first girl and look for what 
I had,” said Stasulli, on the 
go-ahead shot. “I thought 
I was in position to take 
the shot.”

South River had one last 

chance, but its final shot 
was off the mark and the 
Falcons stormed the court 
to celebrate.

“The girls made some 
adjustments and Kaila did 
a wonderful job running 

the offense,” Falcons coach 
Kristofer Dean said. “We 
have a designed play we run 
at the end of quarters that 
we’ve been working on, but 
generally she doesn’t get 

Park Girls Beat South River For Region Title

The Severna Park girls basketball team finished 19-6 and made the state tournament after a 
region-final win over South River (above) on March 4.
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By Colin Murphy  
@c.murphy.photo

Grace Gibbs has been a member of 
12 varsity teams in her four years at 
Broadneck, and as impressive as that is, 
it might not even be the most impressive 
fact about her.

While maintaining peak academic 
standing and competing for the Bruins 
in soccer, track and field, and lacrosse, 
Gibbs has also found time to nurture 
two passions simultaneously: art and 
the environment. Her nature-themed 
art has garnered multiple awards and 
recognitions, and she is interested in 
studying environmental science and art 
after graduating from Broadneck.

“I really enjoy art, especially painting,” 
said Gibbs, who won a Maryland 
Foundation of Women’s Clubs art contest 
in 2019 and had her work displayed in 
the Walters Art Gallery in Baltimore in 
2017. “I find it hard sometimes to express 
myself vocally, so I really enjoy being able 
to show a part of myself through visual 
art. I think it’s really cool how people can 
connect with art too. I am also passionate 
about protecting the environment. As 
long as I can remember, I have loved the 
outdoors and I want to be able to protect 
it. I want to show the connection between 
humans and nature in my art.”

It’s not just through art that Gibbs is 
able to show connections. Her Broadneck 
coaches know her as someone who 
binds her teams together through her 
leadership.

“She is a consummate team player 
and is always willing to do what is 
best for the team,” said girls soccer 
assistant coach Mike Malone of 
Gibbs, who helped the Bruins to a state 
championship as a sophomore in 2017. 
“Grace is among the best one-on-one 
defenders in the county and has been 
an integral part of the success we have 
achieved during her time. She has been 
an excellent leader both on and off 
the field. Our underclassmen have all 
benefited from her presence.”

As a defender in both soccer and 
lacrosse, Gibbs does the unheralded dirty 
work that every team needs. Broadneck 
lacrosse coach Katy Kelley said that in 
addition to her strengths and physical 
tools as a player, Gibbs can always be 
counted on to lead by example.

“Grace has a humble demeanor but is 
quite the competitor,” said Kelley. “She is 
a huge contributor both defensively and 
in transition for us.”

Gibbs said that on the playing field, she 
knows her strengths lie in her actions, 
not her words.

“I am definitely not the most vocal 
player on any of my teams, but I think 
I do a good job of leading by example,” 
Gibbs said. “I am not very flashy when 
I play, but I feel that I always get what 
needs to be done, done. My biggest goal 
in any sport I am playing is that I go my 
hardest. I think that my work ethic is one 
of my strongest attributes when it comes 
to being on a team.”

The approach has led her to success 
beyond soccer and lacrosse Gibbs has a 
versatile role for the Bruins’ indoor track 
and field team, competing in the 300-, 
500- and 800-meter runs as well as the 
long jump and triple jump. This winter 
was her first season competing in triple 
jump, and she became the school’s all-
time record holder in the event with a 
jump of 31 feet, 9 inches at the county 
championships.

Not surprisingly, Gibbs applies her way 
of tackling challenges to the classroom as 
well. She holds a 4.4. grade-point average 
and has taken AP and honors courses 
throughout her time at Broadneck, 
including three AP courses and 12 credits 
at Anne Arundel Community College as 
a senior. She is a member of the National 
Honor Society and vice president of the 
National Art Honor Society.

Even with all these activities, she still 
finds time to enjoy the outdoors through 
mountain biking and snowboarding.

After graduation, Gibbs will attend 
Juniata College in Pennsylvania, 
where she’s committed to play for both 
the soccer and lacrosse teams, and 
where she plans to major in art and 
environmental science.

Kelley believes Gibbs’ character is 
the foundation for her current and 
future success.

“Grace is athletically, artistically and 
academically successful but, even more 
impressive, Grace never seeks praise or 
recognition from others for her efforts,” 
Kelley said. “She simply works hard in 
everything she takes on, as she knows 
no other way, and strives for excellence 
in herself and her endeavors. I have 
no doubt she will do great things in 
her future.”

Student-Athlete Of The Month
Proudly Sponsored By The Matt Wyble Team of CENTuRY 21 New Millennium

TheMattWybleTeam.com | info@themattwybleteam.com | 833.MWTEAM1 

Our quintilingual team of licensed agents works together to help clients buy, sell, invest & rent with 
continued excellence in customer service in English, Spanish, Korean, French and American Sign Language.

In partnership with The Matt Wyble Team of Century 21, the Voice’s Student-Athlete of 
the Month series seeks to recognize the many student-athletes in our area who make an 

impact not necessarily by way of statistics or stardom, but by their unique contributions. 
Do you know a young person in our community making a positive impact through sports? 

Nominate them by contacting Colin Murphy at colin@severnaparkvoice.com.

Student-Athlete of the Month
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for 19 years 
Real Parkie Company
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• Roofing
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• Gutter Cleaning
• Gutter Installation
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Bowling Will 
Be Back!

4 Free Games
UP TO FOUr Free Games!

When an identical number of games are 
purchased at regular rates.

Limit one coupon per visit per group. Valid only when open play lanes 
are available. Not redeemable for“Galaxy Bowl.” Valid at Annapolis 

Bowl, Greenway Bowl & Severna Park Lanes. Expires 08/31/2020. SPV

Pizza, Pins & Pepsi
$69.95

Per lane for all this fun.
Over $99 value! Limited to available lanes.

2 hours, shoe rentals, large cheese pizza, pitcher of soda for up
to 6 people per lane for one value-bowl price.

Valid at Annapolis Bowl, Greenway Bowl & Severna Park Lanes 
through 08/31/2020 When lanes are available.  Not redeem-

able during “Galaxy Bowl.” Can not be combined withany other 
offer. Limit one coupon per visit per group, per day. SPV

Greenway Bowl
10 Pin

8246 Telegraph Rd 
Odenton, MD

410-551-7100
GoBowlingOdenton.com

S
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na Park Lanes

“Come join the FUN!”

severna Park Lanes
Duck Pin & 10 Pin
840 Ritchie Hwy

Severna Park, MD
410-647-0811

GoBowlingSevernaPark.com

annapolis Bowl
10 Pin

2057 Generals Hwy 
Annapolis, MD

410-266-0700
GoBowlingAnnapolis.com

During These Uncertain 
Times stay safe & Healthy!

We Will Get 
Through This 
TOGETHER!

Please
Remember
To Support
ALL Local

Businesses!

The Cape select 12U boys basketball team had a successful season across two leagues this 
winter. Cape went 17-6 overall, including a first-place finish in the Alliance League Silver 
Division and a second-place finish in the Anne Arundel County B Division. The team featured 
Blake Levicki, Cayden Decker, Brayden Goldsteain, Calvino Foote, TJ Denney, Ben Cukor, 
Drew Cahall, Joey Smargissi, Parker Hartman and Tommy Anglim. The team was coached by 
head coach Brian Anglim and assistant coaches Alan Hartman and Sam Smargissi Jr.

Cape 12U Boys Finish Strong Hoops Season

By Colin Murphy  
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The season wasn’t an 
immediate slam dunk for the 
Green Hornets 8U select boys 
basketball team, which started 
the year 0-2 in Anne Arundel 
County play.

But Severna Park’s team of 
youngsters turned it around 
quickly, went on a win streak 
and captured the league 
championship.

The 8U Green Hornets 
reeled off nine straight 
victories to close the year 9-2 
and in first place of their Anne 
Arundel County Recreation 
and Parks division.

Harrison Rumney, Finn 
Fowler, Chase Connell, 
Raymond Schummer, 
Brian Feldmaier, Luke Rex, 
Liam Brown, Tilghman 
Jeffers and Brennan Jones 
employed a stifling defense 
to limit multiple opponents 
to single-digit totals. Fowler, 
Rumney and Schummer were 
the high scorers, while Connell 
and Rex provided leadership 
on both ends of the floor 
and everyone made valued 
contributions.

The team was coached by 
Marshall Rumney, Pat 
Connell and Brad Fowler.

“The best part about 
this team was seeing the 
transformation and growth 
from practice No. 1 through 
game No. 11,” said coach 

Rumney. “Their willingness to 
learn and consistently work 
hard in each practice led to 
their success in games, and 
their unselfish play made 
them a really fun group to 
work with.”

Hornets 8U’s Win League Title

The Green Hornets 8U select boys basketball team closed the 
season on a nine-game win streak and captured the Anne 
Arundel County league championship. 
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Experience you can trust. Helping families achieve their best 
health for over 30-years
•	  Five new board-certified providers
•	  Expanded our space
•	  Early morning and evening office hours          

We’re growing to better meet your Primary Care needs.
We welcome five new providers to our practice ~

The Arnold Office of

SAME DAY 
APPOINTMENTS

ACCEPTING NEW 
PATIENTS

1509 Ritchie Highway
Arnold, MD 21012

410.757.7600 www.MPCP.com

Your Care is Our Primary Concern

MPCP Arnold location Coronavirus Update
In our continuing effort to keep our patients safe and healthy, effective immediately all sick and acute 
care patients will be seen for a curbside parking lot appointment only, to avoid exposure to our other 
patients. All rooms are being sanitized after each patient, and masks and hand sanitizers are available. 

If you were exposed to COVID-19 and are symptomatic please call us before coming into the office.
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A pair of youth 
swimmers for the 
Severna Park Racquet-
ball and Fitness Club 
Stingrays achieved 
notable awards while 
helping their team to 
great levels of success 
this winter.

Stingray teammates 
Mary Feliz and Court 
Barrett were both 
honored by Maryland 
Swimming as the state’s 
Outstanding Swimmers 
for their respective 
age groups.

Feliz, 13, was named 
Maryland Swimming 
12-Year-Old Female 
Outstanding Swimmer in 
the short course category. 
Barrett, 11, won Maryland 
Swimming 10-Year-
Old Male Outstanding 
Swimmer in the long 
course category.

As a team, the Stingrays 
finished a program-best 
eighth place in the state 
championship meet held 
at St. Mary’s College from 
March 5 to March 8.

Feliz, of Shipley’s Choice, 
is a five-time Outstanding 
Swimmer award winner. 
She swam in 10 scoring 
events for the Stingrays at 
the Maryland Swimming 
long course championship 
meet, winning both the 
1,000-yard freestyle and 
the 200-yard butterfly. 
Feliz placed second in both 
the 100 fly and the 1,650-
yard freestyle. Feliz’s point 
accumulations helped the 
Stingrays achieve their 
team placement.

“Mary is the true 
heart of our team,” said 
Stingrays head coach Jim 
Hutcheson. “Her work 
ethic is unstoppable, and 
she has not let her lack of 

physical stature stop her 
from being among the 
best female athletes in 
Maryland as she represents 
her community in pools 
throughout the eastern 
part of the U.S.”

Barrett, a student at 
St. Martin’s-in-the-Field, 
received his first age-group 
Outstanding Swimmer 
award from Maryland 
Swimming. He scored in 
five individual events at 
the state championship 
meet as an 11-year-old, a 
rare feat for an 11-year-
old competing primarily 
against more physically 
developed and stronger 
12-year-olds. Barrett’s 
point totals were crucial 
to helping the Stingrays to 
their proud team finish.

“Court’s character is one 
thing that makes him so 
special,” said Hutcheson, 
who recounted that Barrett 
praised a competitor who 
broke a previous event 
record he had set as a 
10-year-old. “Just before 
he swam in the finals, 
Court was the first to 
congratulate the swimmer 
who had just wiped out 

his record and 
then proceeded 
to place fourth in 
his event,” said 
Hutcheson.

In addition to the 
team’s eighth-place 
finish at states, the 
Stingrays recently 
celebrated their 
first Olympic-
trial qualifying 
alumnus. Jackson 
Schultz, a 
swimmer at the 
United States Naval 
Academy, achieved 
a qualifying time 
for Olympic trials 
in the 200-meter 
breaststroke.

Hutcheson said 
the Stingrays program 
has grown in the past five 
years to become a powerful 
entity in Maryland 
Swimming despite its 
relatively small size. The 
team has competed in 
multiple USA Swimming 
events in recent years as 
well as the prestigious 
IMX Challenge Meet at the 
University of Maryland, an 
elite, IronMan-esque meet 
for distance swimmers 
that draws more than 200 
teams from Maine to North 
Carolina and involves more 
than 1,400 swimmers.

The Stingrays program 
has also produced multiple 
age-group Outstanding 
Swimmer recipients 
every year over the last 
several years.

“This year’s 
accomplishments have 
laid the foundation for an 
even stronger performance 
going forward because of a 
dedicated and professional 
coaching staff, family-
oriented program, and 
great support from 
the management and 
membership of SPRC,” said 
Hutcheson.

Standout Swimmers Power 
Success For SP Stingrays

Court Barrett (left) and Mary Feliz both 
earned Outstanding Swimmer awards 
from Maryland Swimming this year.

By Colin Murphy  
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

Records weren’t the 
all-defining measure of 
accomplishment for the 
Severna Park Ospreys 
middle-school ice hockey 
team this winter. The team 
didn’t practice and only 
convened for games about 
once a week.

Not surprisingly, the low-
pressure approach to the 
team resulted in a successful 
winter of fun on the ice.

“I try to keep this fun for 
the players,” said Ospreys 
coach and self-proclaimed 
“chief bottle washer” Greg 
McConnell. “Players get 
enough pressure at their 
regular clubs, so we try 
to make middle school 
hockey as a low-key, fun 
time — basically organized 
pond hockey.”

Competing in a loosely 
organized league against 
teams from Broadneck, 
Chesapeake, Central and 
Crofton, the co-ed Ospreys 
went 3-7. The team of Jagan 
Som, Quinny McConnell, 
Beckett Dickson, Aidan 
McIntyre, Ryan Phelan, 
Luke Cobb, Mikaila Daly, 
Elizabeth Jones, Dillon 
McConnell, Sam Gillespie, 

Pierce Brenner, Declan 
Laughlin, Daniel Jelinek, 
Mitch Gaudet, Nicholas 
Calce, Evan Reaser, 
Kristina Jones, Thomas 
Osborne, Alex Elfenbein, 
Jack Clark, Kyle Gruppuso, 
Sam Testerman, Taylor 
Gruppuso, Finnegan Pasko 
and Maxwell Grotheer were 
in control of their own lines 
and playing time.

Taylor Gruppuso, Daly, 
Cobb, McConnell, Testerman, 
Phelan, Gillespie and Som 
were eighth-graders who 
finished their middle school 
hockey careers.

Coach McConnell said 
middle school hockey is 
growing, but the hope is 
to keep it low-cost, low-
pressure and focused on 
fun. The Ospreys managed 
to do just that this winter 
with volunteer efforts 
from coaches and families 
and minimal expenses 
to rent ice time and pay 
referees. McConnell noted 
the volunteer efforts of 
Broadneck coach Bob Lime, 
who coordinated the league’s 
scheduling, ice time and 
referees. He likewise praised 
Osprey parents Adam and 
Kate Gillespie, who were 
the “go-to parents to run the 
clock, keep the score sheet 

and play music, which was 
appreciated by all, especially 
the dancing parents who 
could often be seen grooving 
to the music in the stands.”

Above all, he was glad 
to see the players keep 
the atmosphere light and 
inclusive.

“We generally let players 
choose their position and 
their lines,” said McConnell. 
“Although we have three 
grade levels and varying 
playing abilities and 
experiences, we strive for 
equitable ice time. We don’t 
shorten the bench for power 
plays or when we are short-
handed. We don’t try to 
match lines against other 
teams, and most teams and 
players that we play against 
respect that approach… They 
did a great job of switching 
up the lines and tried to keep 
the ice time fair for all…
At the end of games, if we 
have ice time left, we hold a 
shootout so that everyone 
gets a chance at scoring. Even 
the goalies get to pick up a 
regular stick and try to score 
…There are a few ringers in 
the league that could run 
up the score, but most of 
the time, these players are 
sharing the puck, the ice 
and the fun.”

SP Ospreys Finish Fun Year

Severna Park Osprey eighth-graders (l-r) Mikaila Daly, Taylor Gruppuso, Luke Cobb, Dillon 
McConnell, Sam Testerman, Ryan Phelan, Sam Gillespie and Jagan Som completed their 
final season of middle school ice hockey this winter.
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•	 Electrical	Repair
•	 Certified	MD	State	

Emission	Repairs
•	 ASE	Certified	

Family Owned and Operated Since 1988
	8247	Baltimore	Annapolis	Blvd.,	Pasadena,	MD	21122

www.hartlovesauto.com

hartloves autoCheck us out on Facebook

•	 Auto	Repair

•	 Diesel	Repair

•	 State	Inspections

Voted	
Best	of	Pasadena	
for	Auto	Repair	

Shop

It’s worth driving a couple of extra miles for Honesty and Integrity!

Call to schedule your Personal Listening Demonstration with our Doctors Of Audiology

410-672-1244
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A 

Severna Park
www.hearsolutions.comDr. Robinson Dr. Kostkowski Dr. Lilly 

A rechargeable hearing device for
morning news to late night tv

Freedom from disposable batteries
with state-of-the-art lithium-ion battery technology*.

Plus

Try Oticon Opn S Risk-Free! 

Introducing Oticon Opn S™. A clear 
breakthrough for more natural hearing. 
Imagine being able to experience the many, 
wonderful sounds in your environment in a more 
natural, comfortable way with one super-fast charge. 
Thanks to the next-generation microchip technology 
in the Oticon Opn S, sounds and conversations 
will feel more balanced and natural all around 
you – not just the ones directly in front of you.

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.

9 Consecutive Years!

410-544-0072
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com

Week 1 June 15 - June 19 
Incredibles  2 
They’re back ... a family 
of superheroes are out 
to restore the public’s 
trust. They are out to 
save the world again, while balancing their family.

Week 2 June 22 - June 26 
Cheer/Tumble 

Future cheerleaders will be 
introduced to beginners and 
advanced level cheers, jumps, 
tumbling, stunts, dances 
and chants. Big Cheer Show 
at the end of the camp.

Week 3 June 29 - July 3 
Animal Adventure
Experience the tropical sounds of a 
rain forest and visit with extraordinary 
animals along with our upside down 
fun gymnastics!!! Several field trips 
are planned to EcoAdventures.

Week 4 July 6 - July 10 
Frozen 2 
The magic returns and a new story 
begins when a mysterious voice 
calls out to her. Elsa the Snow 
Queen travels to the forest and the dark seas beyond her.

We will be closed for summer 
break from July 12-19 for all 
classes, camps and team!

Week 5 July 20 - July 24 
Under the Sea

All mermaids love life under the 
sea. To protect Melody from the 
sea witch Ursula, Ariel’s daughter 
is not allowed to swim in the ocean.

Week 6 July 27 – July 31 
Summer Olympics Celebration
Calling all Summer Athletes! We will  
be participating in Archery, Baseball, 
Football, Golf, Gymnastics, Karate, 
Tennis and Trampoline to name a few ...

Week 7 August 3 - August 7 
Trolls Tour

It’s all Glitter and Happiness 
in Troll Town. Poppy and 
Branch make a surprising 
discovery as their band of 
friends must create harmo-

ny among the six different types of Troll worlds.

Week 8 August 10 – August 14 
Ninja/Parkour
It’s time for some Parkour flipping fun 
where we will Run, Jump, Climb and Swing 
our way through the week. Moving 
rapidly through foam pits, swinging our 
way through Bar circuits, and balancing 
through Beam obstacles as fast as possible. 

Week 9 August 17 – August 21 
Aladdin
Larger than life, the Genie 
has the magic lamp that 
has the power to make 

their deepest wishes come true. Aladdin and the 
courageous Princess Jasmine are looking to fly 
high above the clouds to keep their freedom!!!

Docksiders Gymnastics Summer Camps 2020!
Camps for ages 3 ½ - 5 years old and 6 & up. Monday thru Friday 9:00am to 2:00pm

EVERY TUESDAY OF CAMP BRING A FRIEND FOR FREE! 
216 Najoles Road Millersville, MD 21108        Call 410.987.8780 to Reserve Your Spot!
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trust. They are out to save the world again, while balancing their family 

Week 2 June 22 - June 26  Cheer/Tumble 
Future Cheerleaders will be introduced to beginner to advanced level cheers, 
jumps, tumbling, stunts, dances, and chants.  Big Cheer Show at the end of the 

Week 4 July 6 - July 10  Frozen 2 
The magic returns and a new story begins when a mysterious voice calls out to 
her.  Elsa the Snow Queen travels to the forest and dark seas  beyond her 

Week 6 July 27 – July 31  Summer Olympics Celebration 
Calling all Summer Athletes!!!  We will be participating in Archery, Baseball, 
Football, Golf, Gymnastics, Karate, Tennis and Trampoline to just name a few.  

Week 8 August 10 – August 14  Ninja/Parkour 
 

Week 7 August 3 - August 7  Trolls Tour 
It’s all Glitter and Happiness in Troll Town.  Poppy and Branch make a          
surprising discovery as their band of friends must create harmony among the 

Week 5 July 20 - July 24  Under the Sea 
All mermaids love life under the sea.  To protect Melody from the sea witch 
Ursula, Ariel’s daughter is not allowed to swim in the ocean.  She has been       

Week 7 August 3 - August 7  Aladdin 
Larger than life, the Genie has the magic lamp that has the power to make 
their deepest wishes come true.  Aladdin and the courageous Princess Jasmine 

showing from last year’s 
county championships, 
when the program brought 
just 17 athletes to the 
county tournament and 
produced six individual 
place winners, to a total of 
47 county competitors, 17 
county place-winners and 
three county champions 
this year.

Parker Housel (52 lbs), 
Leo Wheeler (55 lbs) and 
JP Lighthizer (90 lbs) 
all claimed individual 
county titles.

Ryan Beall (95 lbs), 
Tristan Morante (85 
lbs), Axel Cornett (80 
lbs), Cole Atallah (65 
lbs), Liam Hawse (52 lbs), 
Landon Goller (50 lbs) 
and Merrick Fraser (45 
lbs) were all runners-up at 
the county tournament in 
their weight classes.

Individual 
accomplishments were 
many for the Green 
Hornets in a season of 
highlights at several 
tournaments that included 
the county championships, 
the Southern Holiday, the 
Defend the Den, the Battle 
on the Mat, Battle of the 
Bay, and the Matt Morrow 
Memorial tournaments.

William Abboud placed 
first at the Battle on the 
Mat and second at the 
Matt Morrow Memorial at 
57 lbs. Jack Tenenbaum 
placed first at the Battle 
on the Mat at 90 lbs. Matt 
Bruffey placed second at 
the Defend the Den at 70 
lbs. Eamon Ensor placed 
third at counties at 95 lbs. 
Timmy Gately placed 
third at counties at 40 lbs. 
Gabriella Gauthier was 
fourth at counties at 40 lbs. 
Austin Hausmann placed 
fourth at counties, second 
at the Southern Holiday 
and third at the Battle on 
the Bay at 45 lbs. Sawyer 
Latchaw was fourth at the 
Defend the Den at 50 lbs. 
Will Lucas placed second 

at the Battle on the Mat at 
90 lbs. Henry Peake was 
third at the Defend the Den 
at 45 lbs, and Paul Puckett 
was fourth at 70 lbs. At 80 
lbs, Adam Rather placed 
third at counties, second at 
the Battle on the Mat and 
second at the Defend the 
Den. Jackson Rausch was 
third at counties at 65 lbs. 
Jack Seely was second at 
the Battle on the Mat at 
65 lbs. Oliver Seely was 
fourth place in the county 
at 60 lbs.

Housel paired his county 
title with a first-place 
finish at the Battle on the 
Mat. Fraser placed second 
at the Battle on the Mat 
and second at the Battle of 
the Bay in addition to his 
runner-up county finish. 
Hawse, in addition to 
placing second at counties, 
placed second at the Battle 
on the Mat and third at the 
Defend the Den.

Leo Wheeler followed 
his county championship 
with an outstanding 
showing at regionals and 
states, placing second in 
his weight class at the 
Maryland State Wrestling 
Association South Region 
championships and 
fifth at the MSWA State 
Championship.

Coach Wheeler 
commended the total team 
effort that contributed 
to the Green Hornets’ 
successful season.

“All the success that 
we had as a team was 
due to the hard work and 
dedication of our wrestlers, 
their families and our 
awesome coaches: Shane 
Fraser, Richard Hawse, 
Steve Seely, Jason Dewald 
and Rich Goller,” said 
Wheeler. “I’m proud of 
everyone that was a part of 
Green Hornets wrestling. 
It was a great season and 
we look forward to putting 
in the work and taking 
more strides forward 
next season.”

Hornets Wrestling Finishes 
Outstanding Season 
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By Colin Murphy  
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

Only in youth sports can 
a group of players walk onto 
a court, decide their team is 
named the Fire Breathing 
Rubber Duckies and go out 
and win a championship.

That’s just what the 
FBRD girls did in the Green 
Hornets fifth/sixth-grade 
girls club basketball league.

The team of Abigail 
Almodovar-Vives, 
Mimi Castaneda, Olivia 
Hilbert, Megan Krause, 
Syrenna McNutt, 
Sita Parikh, Celia 
Richardson, Gabriela 
Villegas and Lily Wells 
avenged its only loss of 
the season in the league 
championship game at 
Benfield Elementary on 
February 22, defeating 
the Ballhogs 16-8 to win 
the crown and finish the 
year 10-1.

Coached by Lee Ann 
Richardson and Omar 
Villegas, the Fire 
Breathing Rubber Duckies 
went 3-0 in the playoffs, 
with come-from-behind 

wins in the quarterfinals 
and semifinals.

They faced a stiff test 
from the Ballhogs in 
the final but came away 
with a win.

“The Ballhogs are an 
extremely quick team 
that likes to use pressure 
defense to cause turnovers, 
which they convert into 
easy baskets. They were 
the highest-scoring team 

in the league,” said coach 
Richardson. “We knew 
we needed to play tough 
defense, play at our pace 
and protect the ball on 
offense, and use our height 
advantage on the boards if 
we were going to win. The 
girls executed the game 
plan perfectly. I am so 
proud of them.”

The win was special for 
the Rubber Duckies, who 

had suffered playoff defeats 
in previous years.

“Most of these girls have 
been playing for Coach 
Omar and I since first 
grade,” said Richardson. 
“We’ve gotten knocked out 
in the semifinals several 
times, so to not only make 
the final game, but win, 
meant a lot to them. They 
worked hard all season and 
just kept getting better as 
the season went on.”

Coach Villegas said of the 
Rubber Duckies, “The great 
thing about coaching these 
girls is seeing how much 
they support each other, 
even when things were not 
going well.”

Richardson applauded 
Green Hornets girls 
basketball commissioner 
Ed Davis on facilitating a 
great experience for the 
whole league.

“Commissioner Ed 
Davis deserves kudos 
for organizing an evenly 
matched and competitive 
league that consisted of 10 
teams,” said Richardson. 
“He has done a tremendous 
job building the program.”

Fire Breathing Rubber Duckies 
Win Girls Hoops Club Crown

The Fire Breathing Rubber Duckies avenged their only loss of 
the season to win the Green Hornets fifth/sixth-grade girls 
club basketball championship on February 22. 

The 10U Green Hornets 
Crush girls basketball 
team went 17-5 overall this 
winter and claimed a pair of 
championships.

Severna Park went 
undefeated in the A Division 
in Anne Arundel County’s 
10U league, capturing 
first place. The team also 
went 6-5 in the fourth/
fifth-grade division of the 
Arbutus League, but they 
finished strong to win 
the postseason A bracket 
tournament.

The Crush are Quinlyn 
Bary, Avery Billmyer, Izzy 
Burleson, Tatum Davis, 
Abby Kelliher, Kendall 

Kemezis, Lily Mosher, 
Reese Pasko, Paige 
Sanborn, Brynn Williams 
and Keira Wittlinger. They 
were coached by Aaron 
Burleson, Darby Davis 
and Stacy Williams.

“The girls worked so 
hard all season,” said coach 
Williams. “Their defense 
was described as suffocating 
by more than one opposing 
team. This was quite a feat 
considering they were often 
the smaller team by a long 
shot. They are a tenacious, 
competitive and positive 
team that are a pleasure to 
coach. They leave it all on 
the court!”

10U Crush Girls Win Pair Of Hoops Crowns
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Like me on Facebook

To view my resume and thousands of homes, visit my website:

www.FrankTaglienti.com

Heritage Harbour: Annapolis
Gorgeous updated 2 bdr/2ba home with almost 2000 
sq ft of living space in amenity packed Heritage 
Harbour. Wonderful living and entertaining spaces 
with dining area, sitting area and large living room. 
Updated eat in kitchen w/granite. Doors to wonder-
ful sunroom. New hardwood floor and freshly 
painted. Sun room with bucolic views!    $382,500

Severna Park-Chartridge
Wonderful updated home situated on a cul-de-sac, 
located in the sought-after community of Chartridge! 
This 4-bedroom, 3 full bath home features a sun 
drenched eat-in kitchen. Large lower level with raised 
brick gas fireplace and doors to the sun room with 
its own heating and cooling. Lower level w/large 4th 
bedroom, or office. This is a must see!

Severna Park-McKinsey Park
This spacious & private home features serene views of 
the pond & woods from the large balcony and yet is just 
steps away from a large variety of shopping venues. 
Numerous upgrades include fresh paint for the ENTIRE 
interior and NEW carpet throughout! The open kitchen 
boasts full upgrades! Two generous bedrooms, including 
the master bedroom w/built-ins and walk-in closet! Two 
tiled baths with granite tops on both vanities.

Severn-Quarterfield Farms
Move right in! This exceptionally maintained home 
featuring numerous upgrades is sited on a gorgeous lot 
that backs to open space. The gourmet, eat-in kitchen 
with skylight, features a breakfast bar, granite counter 
tops and stainless-steel appliances. The generous family 
room features a classic raised brick fireplace, hardwood 
floors and French doors lead to the oversize deck! The 
master bedroom features walk-in and sumptuous bath. 
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Visit our website to see our work! FrankandBills.com

CaR aCCiDent?
turn to Frank & Bill’s to take care 

of your auto repair needs!

www.garciapatiosandlandscaping.com

410-798-4615

Garcia Patios & Landscaping, Inc.
Patios, Retaining Walls, Stonework, 
Custom Decks, Landscaping, Yard Maintenance

Think Garcia for the Best
Quality and Best Prices!

$500 OFF
Any job over $5,000

$200 OFF
Any job over $1,500Must present coupon. 

Expires April 30, 2020.
Must present coupon. 
Expires April 30, 2020.

better and perfect my hitting 
and solidify my skills at first 
so I could be a starter, and 
now that it’s taken away from 
me it just feels unfair. But I 
know I’m not the only one in 
this situation, and that’s what 
I have to keep reminding 
myself, we’re all in this 
together.”

Coaches and parents have 
coped by posting old pictures 
on social media, celebrating 
memories of athletic 
triumphs to fill the void. 
Student-athletes are holding 
onto hopes that games can 
still be played after April 24, 
and they’re preparing to play 
as soon as possible.

McAlister loaded a folder 
online for the softball players 
to access individual workout 
plans. The lacrosse players are 
doing solo stick work against 
brick walls at home. The 
baseball players are hitting 
balls off tees into nets in their 
backyards and basements. 
Runners on the track and 
field team, who normally are 
often seen running through 
the neighborhood in closely 
huddled clusters, have done 
their training runs alone, or 
in a few cases in small groups 
separated by six feet or more 
to abide by social distancing 
guidelines.

Teammates are staying in 
touch in group text threads, 
sharing workouts and trying 
to keep bonds strong.

“My teammates and I are 
still training and playing like 
we will have an abbreviated 
schedule when we get back,” 
said Julia Putzi, one of six 
seniors on the girls lacrosse 
team. “It is really stressful 
to not know if we will play 
again, but no news is still 
better than the possible bad 
news. The hardest part is 
not being able to play with, 
or even see, my teammates. 
We had a lot of potential for 
the season and we were very 
excited to be able to start 
playing games.”

The goals for all the teams 
remain in place.

“Trying for state 
championship would be 
amazing,” said Wesley 
Adams, a senior pitcher for 
the Severna Park baseball 
team. “It’s what I’ve always 
dreamed of as a high school 
baseball player. I’m hoping we 
go back and can play.”

The disappointment isn’t 
limited just to senior spring 
athletes. No athletes in Anne 
Arundel County were more 
heartbroken by cancellations 
than the Northeast boys 
basketball players, who were 

in the midst of the finest 
season in program history. 
On March 12, less than 24 
hours after the National 
Basketball Association 
suspended its season and the 
day the dominoes started 
falling around the country, 
the Eagles were enjoying 
a spirited sendoff from 
the school and Pasadena 
community and were 
moments away from boarding 
a bus to the University of 
Maryland to play in the Class 
3A state semifinals at Xfinity 
Center when the game was 
cancelled.

Then there are the 
underclassmen. Sophomores 
and juniors with hopes of 
impressing college coaches 
with their play this spring or 
laying the groundwork for 
enlarged roles as next year 
will just have to wait.

For the senior student-
athletes, sports are just one 
aspect of a special time in life 
that can’t be postponed.

“I think that’s just as bad as 
losing the sports,” said Casey 
Fox, one of 13 seniors on the 
Severna Park boys lacrosse 
team. “You lose what you have 
left. It’s our childhood, 18 
years of making friendships 
with everyone, and then it 
kind of just crushed the last 
two months when it all comes 
together, graduation, prom, 
final sports seasons, the 
summer, that kind of stuff. 
It’s kind of heartbreaking to 
see what it’s come to.”

Even in the current 
situation, many of the 
seniors expressed gratitude, 
appreciating what remains 
instead of fixating on 
what is lost.

“I have learned a lot, seeing 
what’s going on in other 
places,” said Fox. “There’s 
people who have it worse. We 
have a nice house to live in, 
I have brothers to hang out 
with, my parents are here for 
me. We’re missing school and 
sports, but there’s people who 
can’t pay rent, who are out of 
a job, who are going hungry 
because they’re not able to 
work. I’m glad for what I have, 
but this is hurting everyone.”

For Putzi and others, one 
of the final lessons of high 
school is a lesson for life.

“I have learned that you 
can’t take anything for 
granted and to appreciate 
the time you have, because 
nothing is guaranteed,” 
said Putzi. “I wouldn’t have 
changed anything in the 
past four years. I’ve been 
honored to be a member of 
the girls lacrosse program at 
Severna Park.”

Seniors Cope Without Sports
 »Continued from B1

By Colin Murphy  
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The third/fourth-grade 
Timberwolves boys 
basketball team avenged 
its only loss of the season 
with a championship-
game victory over the 
Thunder to finish the 
Green Hornets boys club 
basketball season as 
league champions with a 
12-1 record. 

The team of Brayden 
Kiernan, Aiden Jones, 
Gavin Cooper, Trent 
Gloyd, John Vickerman, 
Connor Hance, MJ 

Matthews, Bennett 
Cowden, Parker Young 
and Aidan Zawadzki won 
with defense, allowing 
opponents an average of 
only nine points per game 
on the season.

“The boys really came 
together for several 
different schools and 
played like a team by 
the end,” said coach 
Ryan Young, who 
coached the team with 
Michele Matthews, 
Mike Zawadzki and 
Bandon Hance. “All the 
players contributed in 
their own way.”

T-Wolves Win 10U Club Hoops Title

By Colin Murphy  
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The Green Hornets Bucks 
basketball team of Jack 
Peery, Sam Gillespie, 
Owen Inglesby, 
Aiden Pearson, Cole 
Hoffmaster, CJ Callaway, 
Alexei Vilcu, Brady 
Benz, Johnny Kiddney 
and Gabriel Pollock won 
the boys basketball third/
fourth-grade postseason 
“B” bracket championship.

“I am very proud of 
the boys and the effort 
they gave,” said Chris 
Callaway, who coached 
the team with Craig 
Gillespie. “They have 
played tough basketball 
all season long. With the 
exception of one or two 
games, every game we 
played was a two-point 

win or loss, so the boys 
were used to playing tight 
games. It was no different 
in the final as they pulled it 
out in the last 20 seconds. 
They worked hard and had 
a lot of fun in practice 
with some epic games of 
knockout.”

Perhaps the team’s most 
cherished accomplishment 
was the collection of 
nicknames they earned 
throughout the season: 
“Jumping Jack” Peery, 
“Cole Trickle” Hoffmaster, 
CJ “Big Country” Callaway, 
Johnny “McBuckets” 
Kiddney, Alexei “The 
Russian Rocket” Vilcu, 
“Brady Bunch” Benz, “Sam 
I Am” Gillespie, “Owen Me 
Money” Inglesby, Aiden 
“Perry the Platypus” 
Pearson and Gabriel “The 
Gabenator” Pollock.

Bucks Boys Win 10U B Bracket Playoffs
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•	Smart	Phone	App

•	Online	
Refill	Requests

•	Senior	Discounts	
on	Non	Prescription	
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•	Patient	Preferred
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Compounding	
Specialist!

Marcus LaChapelle and his 
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the pharmacy since 1985

410-544-3733
www.broadneckrx.net

CREATIVE
FORCE
Dance Center

1/2 OFF
Registration

Fee
With Paid 1st Months Tuition. 

Must present coupon. 
Expires 04/30/2020

Free
week of trial 

classes
Must present coupon

Expires 04/30/2020

www.CreativeForceDance.com

Recreational Dance & Fitness 
Classes For Children & Adults 
Competitive Dance Company

410-431-7018
570 F Ritchie Highway

Severna Park 

Thank you for Voting us 
Best of Severna Park 

Children’s Dance Company

410.647.7777
570 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd. • Severna Park, MD 21146

 www.gardinerappelgroup.com
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“Trusted 
Advisor 

and CPA”

Patrick Cassilly, CPA

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com
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 @SPVoice

Looking for A greAt pLAce to dine?
Let the Voice help you decide!

In June, the Severna Park 
Voice will publish a special 

Dining Guide, featuring 
information on all your 
favorite restaurants in 
Anne Arundel County. 

There will also be plenty 
of discounts, deals and 

coupons included.

the shot. I’m proud of her.”
The game was tied five 

times — all in the second 
half — and the lead 
changed hands 13 times. 
The biggest lead of the 
game was Severna Park’s 
five-point lead early in 
the second half, but South 
River quickly fought back 
and neither team led by 
more than three points 
during the final quarter 
and a half.

“We just had so much 
energy and we really 
wanted to win,” Stasulli 
said. “We were all just so 
motivated.”

Lena McLaughlin and 
Hailey Betch each scored 
eight points for the Falcons, 
who found some success 
down low through the 
first three quarters. Cam 
Chew followed with five 
points and Jess Albert 
and Theresa Bragg each 
added four.

Ashlynn Burrows scored 
24 points to lead South 
River, but the rest of the 
team combined for just four 
field goals and 15 points.

“She flat out carried us 
tonight,” South River coach 
Mike Zivic said. “It she 
wasn’t doing what she was 
doing, we probably lose that 
game by 15 points.”

The teams traded five-
point victories on the 
other’s home court during 

the regular season. In the 
meeting at South River on 
January 17, South River ran 
out to a 15-point lead in the 
second quarter before the 
Falcons rallied for the 38-
33 victory.

That victory in January 
gave the Falcons the much-
needed confidence they 
needed to pull off the win 
on Wednesday.

“That was huge,” Dean 
said. “These girls couldn’t 
have been any more 
confident today.”

Albert said the supportive 
environment the players 
and coaches maintain 
allows Severna Park to 
continually improve 
and excel.

“I think not only our 
ability to play well as a 
team on the court, but also 
to be really close friends 
outside of the game made 
us as successful as we were 
this year,” said Albert. “We 
were all able to push each 
other to work as hard as we 
could every day at practice. 
Our coaches told us every 
day that we had one goal: 
to get better that day. I 
think our coaches knew how 
much potential we had and 
believed we could do great 
things from day one.”

Read an additional full 
season recap article about the 
Severna Park girls basketball 
team online at www.
severnaparkvoice.com/sports.

SP Girls Win Region Crown
 »Continued from B1

to jump out to a lead, work 
points and secure the final 
win of a perfect season.

With an unbeaten year 
and a state title under 
his belt, Broadway said 
the interest from college 
programs is coming his 
direction.

“I’m going to wrestle in 
college,” said Broadway, 
establishing a new goal. “I 
want to go Division I.”

Still, he relished the 
completion of his state-

championship aspiration. 
Broadway said the support 
from his family is what 
made the accomplishment 
special to him.

“I just felt special because 
a lot of my family members, 
they were there and they 
were rooting for me,” 
Broadway said. “I felt like 
it was the least I could do 
because of the number of 
sacrifices they do for me. 
They came to support me. 
It was a really touching 
moment for me.”

Broadway Wins State Title
 »Continued from B1

By Colin Murphy  
colin@severnaparkvoice.com

The Broadneck middle-
school ice hockey team had 
a successful year competing 
in the loosely organized 

middle school hockey 
league along with Severna 
Park, Central, Chesapeake 
and Crofton.

A mix of sixth-, seventh- 
and eighth-graders, the 
Bruins supplemented their 

respective club hockey 
seasons by playing together 
in a league focused simply 
on having fun.

The team comprised 
eighth-graders Kyra 
Lime, Troy Matchett, 
James Smack, Albie 
Palsa, Stefan Wikar, 
Henry Viscardi, Ryan 
Kucharski, Dylan Witte 
and Seth Fisher; seventh-
graders Caleb Young, 
Gavin Wildberger and 
Payton Palsa; and sixth-
graders Jackson Camden, 
Sam Rivera, Aiden 
Weber, Nancy Schindler, 
Brady May, Chase 
Monaco, Bret Porter, 
Eliot Martin and Max 
Marinello. The Bruins 
were coached by Bob Lime, 
Steve Matchett, Mike 
Viscardi, Brian Smack, 
John Camden and team 
manager Ann Young.

A highlight for all teams 
came in the fast-paced 
county tournament, played 
in a five-day span in March. 
All teams play in play-in 
round games against each 
other, then a championship 
matchup is determined 

after play-in round game 
results and tiebreakers are 
processed. Some games are 
played back-to-back in a 
single night.

Crofton repeated as 
champions of the league 
after defeating Central in 
the championship game.

The Bruins don’t practice 
throughout the year and 
just come together for 
games, keeping a “pond 
hockey with coaches” 
ethos, said coach Lime.

“We treat this as a fun 
extra team for the players 
in the area,” said Lime. 
“It is an opportunity for 
the kids that go to school 
together to play on the 
same team for once. There 
is a wide range of skill on 
the middle school teams. 
The great thing about this 
league is that the more 
experienced players help 
the newer players improve. 
We do a shootout after 
almost every game where 
all players from both teams 
(including the goalies) 
take a penalty shot on the 
other team. It really is a 
lot of fun.”

Broadneck-Area Middle Schoolers
Unite On Ice Hockey Team

The Bruins mixed all ages and ability levels on their middle school ice hockey team, keeping the focus on fun. 

The coronavirus epidemic caused the cancellation of the 
college seasons of many area athletes, among them 
Newberry softball’s Haley Simonds and Oregon women’s 
lacrosse’s Claire Domshick, both Severna Park graduates. 
Read a full story about Simonds and Domshick online 
at www.severnaparkvoice.com/sports.

SP-Area Athletes Reflect On 
College Seasons Cut Short

Photo courtesy of Sam 
Marshall, Oregon Athletics

Photo courtesy of 
Garry Talbert
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April showers bring May 
flowers, but the warmer, 
wetter weather can 

also bring added health risks 
for your dog in the form of 
an infectious disease called 
leptospirosis.

Leptospirosis is a bacte-
rial infection that can affect 
humans and animals. This 
disease can cause serious dam-
age to the liver and kidneys 
and even death. Rats, mice, 
raccoons, opossums, skunks, 
wolves and deer can spread the 
infection to dogs. When these 
animals are infected, the bacte-
ria enter the bloodstream and 
make their way into the urine, 
which makes its way into the 
environment. Pets can be in-
fected by ingesting an infected 
animal or water that has been 
contaminated by their urine. 
However, the bacteria can also 
penetrate the skin through 
scratches or open wounds and 
even penetrate the lining of the 
mouth, nose and eyes.

Infected animals can show 
loss of appetite, vomiting, 
diarrhea, lethargy, depres-
sion, fever, and even increased 
urination and thirst. In many 
dogs, infection can be severe, 
but sometimes the signs are 
subtle, and some dogs can 
recover quickly but continue 
to shed the bacteria and be 
carriers. The good news is that 
this disease can be treated, 
and many infected pets can 
recover if they receive treat-

ment in a timely manner 
before widespread organ dam-
age occurs.

Fortunately, there is a vac-
cination that can help protect 
your dog. Experts estimate 
that there are about 10 strains 
of the bacteria that can infect 
the dog — the current vacci-
nation protects against four of 
the most common, prevalent 
strains. Vaccination is strongly 
recommended if your dog goes 
outside at all. This practice 
alone, while it doesn’t com-
pletely eliminate the chance of 
infection, can greatly reduce it.

You can also take additional 
measures to protect your pets. 
Keep your living environment 
and yard free of debris that 
could act as food or shelter 
for rodents or pests. If you 
encounter a pest problem, 
take measures to deal with it 
promptly. Do not allow stand-
ing water to collect on your 
property and avoid exposing 
your dog to streams, stagnant 
water or puddles while on 
walks or outings. Finally, if 
your dog shows signs of not 
feeling well, get it to your 
veterinarian so that they can 
receive appropriate testing 
and timely treatment.

The veterinarians of VCA 
Calvert Veterinary Center 
have over 35 years of com-
bined experience helping pets 
stay healthy and happy. Call 
410-360-PAWS for an appoint-
ment or schedule online at 
www.vaccalvertvet.com. VCA 
Calvert Veterinary Center is 
conveniently located at 4100 
Mountain Road and has been 
proudly serving the Pasadena 
community for over 16 years.

The newly built J. 
Kent McNew Fam-
ily Medical Center 

in Annapolis will be a 
pivotal point in providing 
expanded access to men-
tal health care for Mary-
land residents.

The goal of the 
medical center is 
to provide quality, 
comprehensive and 
integrated care 
in one location 
for those need-
ing mental health 
help. Services pro-
vided at the new 
facility will include the 
following:

•	Inpatient mental 
health care

•	A psychiatric partial 
hospitalization program

•	Intensive outpa-
tient programs

•	Residential and out-
patient substance 
use services

•	Referral and care coor-
dination to community-
based treatment and 
support services

Anne Arundel Medi-
cal Center mental health 
specialists — including 
therapists, counselors and 
providers — will eventu-
ally move to this campus 
in an effort to provide all-
encompassing care.

The new 56,000-square-
foot facility is designed 
with both safety and 
aesthetics in mind. The 
facility delivers an es-
sence of light, calm and 
peace through the incor-
poration of natural light, 
calming art and sooth-
ing décor. The overall 
feel of the entire facil-

ity is one of tranquility 
and healing.

On January 21, the 
Anne Arundel County 
Council discussed numer-
ous resolutions including 
Resolution 2-20. First in-
troduced by Councilman 
Nathan Volke, the reso-
lution called for suicide 
to be declared a public 
health crisis and request-
ed that the Anne Arundel 
County Department of 
Health take appropriate 
action. The resolution 
was passed unanimously. 
This resolution served to 
bring awareness to the 
ever-increasing demands 
for mental health needs 
to be met within the 
county. With the addition 
of facilities like the new 
mental health hospital, 
more patients will receive 
the care they need.

The 16-bed facility of-
fers private rooms with 
en-suite bathrooms 
providing comfort and 
privacy in a safe and 
well-monitored environ-
ment. Rooms overlook the 
courtyard and are flooded 
with natural light. Even 
the hallways are bright 
and open. There is a 
common area and several 
areas where families can 
visit with patients.

The courtyard can be 
utilized by patients with 
doctor’s approval and 
staff supervision. It will 
also be utilized for cer-
tain group sessions, en-
abling care to be provided 
in the fresh air and natu-

ral environment. Patients 
will be in group sessions 
the majority of the day 
with social workers, psy-
chiatrists and therapists. 
While the inpatient beds 
are currently available for 
adult patients only, the 
intensive day program is 
approved for adolescents 
ages 13 to 17.

“As our inpatient care 
is becoming established, 
we are simultaneously 
and incredibly aware and 
focused on some of the 
additional gaps in mental 
health care for our com-
munity with intensive 
focus on our community’s 
youth as well as teen 
suicide prevention,” said 
Cindy Radovic, clinical 

director of inpatient men-
tal health and emergency 
mental health for Anne 
Arundel Medical Cen-
ter. “We have treasured 
partners at community, 
county and state levels to 
work together in closing 
these gaps.”

To be admitted to the 
facility, patients can be 
transferred through any 
Maryland emergency 
department or through a 
referring doctor, thera-
pist or psychiatrist. The 
facility can currently sup-
port 16 adult individuals 
for inpatient care, and 12 
adolescents and 22 adults 
for the day program.

Prior to six years ago, 
patients in acute mental 
health crisis were evalu-
ated in the emergency 
department at Anne 
Arundel Medical Center. 
In the event that patients 
needed additional levels 
of care, available resourc-
es were either a great dis-
tance from Anne Arundel 
County, which put addi-
tional burdens on family, 
or the limited resources 
that were available could 
not keep up with the 
ever-increasing demands 
of mental health.

“Over the past six 
years, we have expanded 
mental health care in our 
county exponentially, 
and our goal and passion 
is certainly to continue 
our expansion to meet 
the mental health needs 
of all of our community,” 
Radovic said.

Photos by
Jillian Amodio

The new 56,000- 
square-foot facility 
can currently 
support 16 adult 
individuals for 
inpatient care, and 
12 adolescents and 
22 adults for the 
day program.

Jillian
Amodio

New Medical Center To Provide
Mental Health Care

After the first con-
firmed COVID-
related death in 

Maryland, the University 
of Maryland Medical Sys-
tem (UMMS) enacted up-
dated visitor restrictions 
at all 13 system hospitals 
and other UMMS health 
care facilities.

Under the strict patient 
safety policy, no visitors 
are allowed, except under 
specific circumstances, 
and by prior approval of 
the physician administra-
tive officer or their desig-
nee. This policy applies to 
all patients within UMMS 
hospitals and other facili-
ties, is in alignment with 
Johns Hopkins Medicine, 
and is consistent with 
approaches taken by other 
leading health care insti-
tutions nationwide.

“Due to rapid escalation 
of COVID cases across 
Maryland and increased 
community spread of the 
disease, we have decided 
to enact this more aggres-
sive and comprehensive, 
systemwide policy, which 
will be in effect until 
further notice,” said David 
Marcozzi, MD, COVID-19 
incident commander for 
UMMS, associate profes-
sor and associate chair of 
population health within 

the Department of Emer-
gency Medicine at the UM 
School of Medicine (SOM) 
and assistant chief medi-
cal officer for acute care at 
the University of Mary-
land Medical Center.

Exceptions 
to the Strict 
Patient Safety 
Policy include

For in-patient 
facilities:

•	End-of-life care or 
end-of-life decision-
making. For these 
situations, two visi-
tors will be permitted.

•	One parent or care-
giver of a child in 
the neonatal inten-
sive care unit

•	One parent or care-
giver of pediatric pa-
tients as long as they 
are not symptomatic

•	One visitor inclusive 
of a professional 
support person or 
postpartum helper of 
a patient in the labor 
and delivery and the 
postpartum units

•	One visitor for pa-
tients in inpatient 
hospice units

•	One visitor to ac-
company patients for 
hospital discharge

•	One visitor for pa-
tients undergoing 
emergency surgery

•	Visitors who have 
been asked by the 
patient’s care team to 
be a part of scheduled 
family training for 
patients with rehabili-
tation needs

For all outpatient 
appointments:

•	One visitor will be 
permitted to accompa-
ny a patient to facili-
tate care or treatment 
such as an ambulatory 
visit, procedure or 
same-day surgery

UMMS experts urge the 
public to practice vigi-
lant hand hygiene, follow 
respiratory etiquette 
(cover mouth and nose 
with a tissue when cough-
ing or sneezing), maintain 
social distances when 
possible and avoid shak-
ing hands. These strate-
gies are fundamental to 
protecting our workforce, 
patients and the commu-
nity. More information 
about the strict patient 
safety policy can be found 
on the UMMS dedicated 
COVID-19 information 
webpage, www.umms.
org/covid.

University of Maryland Medical 
System Announces Updated Visitor 
Policy Restrictions At All Facilities

April Showers

Karen VanKirk
Associate 

Veterinarian
VCA Calvert 
Veterinary

Center

The warmer, wetter weather of spring can bring health 
risks for dogs in the form of an infectious disease called 
leptospirosis. Fortunately, there is a vaccination that 
can help protect your furry family member.

“Over the past six 
years, we have 
expanded mental 
health care in our 
county exponentially, 
and our goal and 
passion is certainly 
to continue our 
expansion to meet 
the mental health 
needs of all of our 
community.”

 — Cindy Radovic 
clinical director 
of inpatient mental 
health and emergency 
mental health 
for Anne Arundel 
Medical Center
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School At Home: 
Online Resources For 
Students And Parents

By Jane Seiss

In these extraordinary 
times, many parents are 
making an effort to keep 

their kids engaged with learn-
ing. For some, that means 
extra time for reading and 
memorizing the times tables. 
For others, it may mean 
learning how to make a fam-
ily dinner, trying coding or 
working on a long-shelved art 
project. Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools (AACPS) is 
communicating with parents 
via email and social media, 
and the school website pro-
vides e-learning resources.

Staying motivated and 
getting organized can be chal-
lenging. Find guidance from 
AACPS at the E-Learning sec-
tion on the system’s website. 
Note that the school district 
uses Google Chrome as its 
instructional browser, and 
students and families should 
download Chrome. Once 
signed into Chrome, students 
use a homepage called Class-
Link — it provides single 
sign-on to a dashboard of 
links to websites and online 

textbooks.
For students in kindergar-

ten through eighth grade, 
activities are organized by 
grade level and subject. There 
is no penalty for not complet-
ing work. Students may skip a 
day or repeat an exercise they 
want to review or try again. 
K–8 students may also tune 
in to AACPS TV for broad-
casts of lessons repeated 
throughout the day.

High school students may 
stay on track with their work 
using their AACPS ClassLink 
and Google accounts to ac-
cess websites, resources and 
Google Classroom to view, 
complete and receive feedback 
on assignments provided 
by teachers.

There are many options be-
yond what the school district 
recommends. Start with an 
inspiring video on the Khan 
Academy YouTube page, and 
check out these resources that 
are sure to keep your stu-
dent’s mind active.

The audiobook service 
Audible is offering free titles 
for kids up of the age of 18. 

There are many resources available to keep kids’ minds active 
and engaged while schools are closed.

 »Continued on B11

By Judy Tacyn

Three European teens are 
nearing the end of year-
long exchange programs 

where they have lived with 
host families in Arnold and 
Severna Park. Ani Khutsaidze 
from Georgia and Nicole Pascu 
from Romania both attended 
Broadneck High School, while 
Giacomo Bertazzon from 
Italy attended Severna Park 
High School.

Khutsaidze and Pascu 
were both recipients of the 
prestigious Future Leaders 
Exchange (FLEX) scholarships 
from the United States State 
Department. FLEX offers 
teenagers an opportunity 
to experience and embrace 
American culture to bridge 
nations through common 
ground. The selection process 
is rigorous.

“The FLEX scholarship 
is one of the best-known 
scholarship programs in 
my country and in many 
other countries in Europe,” 
said Khutsaidze. “Globally, 
its acceptance rate is 2.4%. 
In my country, you have to 
work hard to become one 

of 80 finalists among 5,000 
applicants.”

Bertazzon’s exchange was 
through ASSE International, 
and he was a member of 
Severna Park’s region-champi-
onship swim team.

The Severna Park Voice 
caught up with these jet-
setting student scholars to 
hear about their experiences 
and finally put to rest a couple 
age-old misconceptions about 
Americans.

Ani Khutsaidze - 17 
Senior
Hometown: 
Telavi, Georgia. 
Population: 29,000 
(about the size of Crofton, 
Maryland). 
Distance from Arnold, 
Maryland: 5,760 miles.

First time to the 
United States
Host: The Cox family

High School And 
Family Life

Khutsaidze comes from a 
small high school of only 500 
students. Teens in Georgia 
do not choose any subjects 
or change classrooms while 
at school. Each class is just 
35 students, with everyone 
taking the same classes at the 
same time.

“Broadneck is huge!” 
exclaimed Khutsaidze. “There 
are a lot of extracurricular ac-
tivities; there is no chance that 
you cannot find a club based 
on your interests.”

This year, Khutsaidze took 
English (honors), U.S. His-
tory (honors), Precalculus 
(honors), Psychology (ad-
vanced placement), World 
History (advanced placement), 
Creative Writing and Nutri-
tion (honors). She is in the 
Science Honors Society and 
National Honors Society. She 
also started the Multicultural 
Leadership Club.

While her high school is 
different from Broadneck, her 
family lives are similar.

“I always say that I have two 
families, the American family 
and the Georgian family,” she 
said. “I would say that they 
are very different and similar 
in good ways. What I love 
the most about both of my 
families is that we are very 
good friends. I am happy that 
if there is something going on, 
I can reach out to them.

“One more big similarity 
that I think I love the most is 
that I have two younger sisters 
in both Georgian and Ameri-
can families,” added Khut-
saidze. “My sisters are 5, 8, 8 
and 12 years old. And funny 
thing is that they have talked 
to each other a couple of times 
via FaceTime.”

Why The Exchange 
Is Important

“Cultures of different coun-
tries all together to create di-

SPHS, Broadneck Families Host 
International Exchange Students

Ani Khutsaidze (left) from Georgia and Nicole Pascu from 
Romania both attended Broadneck High School this year.

By Haley Weisgerber

High school seniors are 
under a lot of pres-
sure. With college 

applications, scholarships, 
extracurricular activities and 
making the most out of every 
moment, it is impressive that 
any senior keeps up.

For Severna Park High 
School senior Allison Chang, 
being busy has become a part 
of her routine.

Chang, who plans to study 
computer science in college, 
has been involved in many 
STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) 
programs. She holds officer 
positions in both the science 
and math honor societies at 

Severna Park and was recently 
awarded a National Merit 
Scholarship.

Chang has also been 
enrolled in classes at Anne 
Arundel Community Col-
lege (AACC) throughout 
high school.

“The classes are more self-
driven, with it being college,” 
said Chang. “I have to plan out 
my time more to make sure 
I get all my work done when 
there’s not necessarily people 
always checking up on me.”

In addition to graduating 
from high school this spring, 
Chang will graduate with two 
associate degrees in math and 
computer science from AACC. 
She said that these classes will 
help her transition into a four-

year university.
“It’s been good for me,” said 

Chang. “I think it’s helped me 
mature some and it’s been a 
different experience.”

For the past three years, 
Chang has played an active 
role in Key Club at Severna 
Park High School. Each year 
she leads two service projects 
— the Harvest for the Hungry 
food drive and the Prom 
Fashion Show.

The Harvest for the Hungry 
food drive is a Department of 
Education program that part-
ners with local food banks in a 
regional competition to collect 
the most food and monetary 
donations. All the funds raised 
at Severna Park High School 
are distributed to the Anne 
Arundel County Food Bank.

“It definitely makes me feel 
happy to support families,” 
she said. “I really like Har-
vest for the Hungry because 
all the resources stay local. 
Everything goes to our local 
food bank.”

This year, Severna Park 
High School raised $14,000 
and won first place in 
its region.

“This year we actually came 
in first for total contribu-
tion,” said Chang. “We always 
come in second after South 
River High School, so that is 
really cool.”

The Prom Fashion Show is 
an annual fundraiser encour-

SPHS Senior Achieves Excellence

Allison Chang recently won a National Merit Scholarship, 
she has taken college courses as a high school student, and 
she is involved in several clubs at Severna Park High School.
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Oak Hill Elementary Students 
Help Paint Vivid Mural

Photos courtesy of Gayle Mangan Kassal

A year-long project culminated in a colorful display on the 
walls at Oak Hill Elementary School this March. Artist Gayle 
Mangan Kassal collaborated with Oak Hill art teacher Dana 
Henstrand and every student to complete the stunning 
mural. “This all fed into creating a wonderful storyline of the 
acorn growing into the mighty oak,” the artist said. “As they 
enter the school as pre-k, they grow into fifth-graders. All the 
students enjoyed the concept and it also became a subtle 
message to care for our environment and its pollinators.” To 
see more of her work, visit www.gaylemangankassal.com.

“This all fed 
into creating 
a wonderful 
storyline of the 
acorn growing 
into the 
mighty oak.”

 — Gayle Mangan 
Kassal

 »Continued on B9

Service-Minded 
Kids Keep Busy

While television and video games 
were recommended activities for 
kids who were home from school 
during the coronavirus shutdown, 
some youth spent time being active 
in their communities. One of those 
kids was 15-year-old Elijah Natale, 
who picked up trash around Cape St. 
Claire. Do you know of any volunteer 
activities kids have participated in 
while schools are closed? We’d love to 
hear the details. Email spvnews@
severnaparkvoice.com.

Photos by Stephanie
Mennell Photography

Children took on the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein classic, “Getting to Know 
the Sound of Music,” at Stage & Screen 
Studios in March. Audiences were 
transported to Austria, where they met 
the inspirational von Trapp family.

“The Sound Of Music” Hits The 
Right Note At Stage & Screen
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814 East College Parkway Annapolis, MD 21409 • HagueWaterofMD.com

A 
Plumbing • Water Softening • Water Filtration

Free Estimates!
Call (410) 757-2992

 Your Plumber.     Your Water. Your Plumber.     Your Water. Your Plumber.     Your Water.

   

Pre-Kindergarten 3 through Grade 12

indiancreekschool.org

MAKE SURE YOUR SCHOOL IS A SCHOOL YOU BELIEVE IN.

Your child’s school is about more than just classes.  
School is about Community.  Belonging.  Confidence. Character.

WELCOME WEDNESDAY 
Virtual Information Sessions

 April 8, 15, 22, 29
 9:00 - 10:o0 a.m.

Contact admission@indiancreekschool.org
to get a session link and learn more 

about Indian Creek School.

Summer 
Camps

and 
Online Learning 

Opportunities 
now available  at

 indiancreekschool.org

Inspiring Students to Lead & Serve

OCC# 40382 Serving Pre-K2 - 8th Grade

Grants available for transferring students.
Inquire today! 410-766-7130 | msladeschool.com | Conveniently located near the intersection of Route 100 and I-97

Celebrating 65 years of 
educational excellence in 

Anne Arundel County!

Each month, the Severna 
Park Voice poses a ques-

tion to a local fifth-grade 

class. This month, students 
from Mrs. Hayes’ class at 
Severna Park Elementary 
answered the question:

What is the lucki-
est thing that 
has ever hap-
pened to you?
Having nurses there for me 
when I had pneumonia.
Lucy Benner

When my broth-
er was born.
Holly Braughton

When I got to go to 
Ocean City.
Nyla Chestnut

When I got a puppy!
Evan Chojnowski

Getting a good role in my 
first play.
Collin Cubbage

When I got a puppy.
Brady Distler

When I went back to my old 
soccer team, Severna Park.
Elli Fleming

When I got a solo in the 
school play.
Lila Gagnier

When I got to go to 
Disney World!
Myles Goger

Getting gerbils for 
Christmas.
Sarah Johnston

Getting a fish tank for the 
very first time.
Greyson Parker

When I won all of my Jr. 
PGA games.
Jonathan Reneu

When my mom took 
me to a fancy play for 
my birthday.
Mariella Sanderson

When I was born at only 
28 weeks and weighed 3 
pounds and 10 ounces 
and survived.
Gabriel Seward

When I made true lacrosse.
John Sparkman

When I got my Ramen 
sweatshirt.
Riley Sullivan

When I won my basketball 
championship.
Garrett Thompson

When I went to 
Disney Land.
Rachel Wing

Severna Park Elementary School

Question 
of the month

For the month of April, the Voice asked Mrs. Hayes’  class at Severna Park Elementary, “What is the luckiest thing that has ever happened to you?”

aging students to model prom 
outfits. All proceeds benefit 
the March of Dimes, a non-
profit organization committed 
to fighting birth defects. This 
year, under Chang’s leader-
ship, the event raised $4,000.

“We usually have seniors 
model the outfits and I’m a 
senior, so it was sort of my 
classmate’s year,” said Chang. 
“It was really cool to see all of 
my friends dressed up.”

Chang said organizing 
the Prom Fashion Show is 
her favorite memory from 
high school.

“There are always prob-
lems that come up,” said 
Chang. “But when I see the 
show and everything comes 
together, that’s always a happy 
night for me.”

Chang kept herself busy 
throughout her high school 
career. Her busy schedule 
taught her the importance of 
managing her time and being 
organized, a skill set that she 
will carry throughout her 
life. She credits the Severna 
Park community with 
inspiring her to continue 
working hard.

“People in Severna Park are 
very driven,” said Chang. “I’m 
taking a lot of AP classes and 
have a hard workload, but a lot 
of people around me are doing 
the same thing. It pushes me.”

Though Chang has been 
accepted to University of 
Maryland College Park and 
Johns Hopkins University for 
computer science, she has not 
made any decisions yet.

“Ideally I would like to move 
farther away for college,” said 
Chang. “I’m excited to be in 
a more diverse environment 
where I can be independent 
and find myself a little more.”

Though she has enjoyed her 
time at Severna Park High 
School, she is ready to move 
on to the next big thing.

“In high school I spent a 
lot of time working on these 
service projects and doing 
things to help others,” said 
Chang. “When I’m in college I 
want to find a way to continue 
doing that, but also incorpo-
rate my major. I want to figure 
out a way to help others using 
computer science.”

SPHS Senior 
Achieves 

Excellence
 »Continued from B8

Meredith DePole (left) 
and Kiley Cassidy were 
recognized with the 
Citizenship Award on 
March 6 after they and 
their team of eight 
friends raised more than 
$41,500 for the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society (LLS). Both 
Cassidy and DePole are 
Severna Park residents 
who attend Archbishop 
Spalding, and they 
received the award when 
the Maryland chapter of 
the LLS held its 
Students of the Year 
grand finale.

Teens Earn Citizenship Award 
For Their Fundraising Efforts
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Around the House

Albrecht Properties
& Home Improvements 410-360-7703 

1215 Oak Harbour Court
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.albrechthomeimprovements.com

Barstow & Sons Heating & Cooling 410-544-2606
1825 George Avenue, Suite 6
Annapolis, MD 21401
www.barstowhvac.com

Bear Landscaping Inc. 410-969-0669
8116 Veterans Highway
Millersville, MD 21108
www.bearlandscaping.com

Cunningham Contracting 410-721-8757
1541 Defense Highway 
Gambrills, MD 21054
www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

Design Tops 410-761-6336
435 E. Stiemly Avenue 
Glen Burnie, MD 21060
www.designtopsllc.com

Dove Remodeling 410-439-5700
8611 Fort Smallwood Road # C
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.doveremodelingservices.com

Hague Quality Water of Maryland 410-757-2992
814 E. College Parkway
Annapolis, MD 21409
www.haguewaterofmd.com

Landmark Roofing 443-223-7453
540 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 3
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.remodelwithlandmark.com

Mosquito Squad
877-667-0823

www.mosquitosquad.com

Old Line Chimney Sweeps 410-360-3311
PO Box 933
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.oldlinechimney.com

On the Green, Inc. 410-695-0444
PO Box 993
Gambrills, MD 21054
www.onthegreeninc.com

Turf & Landscape Management 410-881-6256
8245 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.turfandlandscapemanagement.com

Education

Huntington Learning
Center – Pasadena 410-384-9692

8141 Ritchie Highway, Suite A
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.huntingtonhelps.com/center/pasadena

St. John the Evangelist School 410-647-2283
689 Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.stjohnspschool.org

Food, Drink & Entertainment
Bella Napoli Italian
Restaurant 410-255-9400

350 Mountain Road
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.bellanapoli.us

Chick-Fil-A - Severna Park 410-647-6232
511 Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spcfa.com

Dawson’s Liquors 410-544-6200
589 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.dawsonsliquor.com

Donut Shack 410-54-0278
497 Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146 

Fishpaws Marketplace 410-647-7363
954 Ritchie Highway
Arnold, MD 21012
www.fishpawsmarket.com

Goska’s Liquors 410-647-4041
501 Leelyn Drive
Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.goskas.com

Harbour Spirits 410-544-6377
527 Benfield Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.harbourspirits.com

Kirsten’s Cakery 410-431-5005 
541-C Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.kirstenscakery.com

Ledo Pizza – Millersville 410-729-3333
8531 Veterans Highway
Millersville, MD 21108
www.ledopizza.com/store/millersville

Ledo Pizza – Severna Park 410-544-3344 
552-E Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.ledopizza.com/store/severna-park

Port Tack Ltd. Wine & Spirits 410-974-0800
1246 Bay Dale Drive
Arnold, MD 21012
www.porttackltd.com

Romilo’s Restaurant & Bar 410-544-6188
478-A Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.romilosrestaurant.com

Severna Park Lanes 410-647-0811
840 Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gobowlingsevernapark.com
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Chimney Repair 
and Maintenance

WE MAKE CHIMNEYS 
HEALTHY

(410) 571-4244

www.cleansweepaa.com

Locally owned and
operated for over 41 years.

4 Weeks FREE
Call for details

Child Care & Learning Center. 
Providing care for infants 

through school-age since 2003
2 Carvel Court

Pasadena MD 21122

410-255-0478
www.granniecare.com

MSDE licensed child care center #122871

Quality  workmanship at affordable prices for over 30 years
 EXTERIOR

Siding | Roofing | Windows 
Doors | Concrete | Repair

Additions | Porches and More! 

WJ Hegarty
“SKIP”

INTERIOR
Kitchens | Baths

Drywall | Painting | Plaster
Repair and More!

NO JOB TOO SMALL

ASK ABOUT OUR 
WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE

LICENSED – INSURED 410-721-0633
From our  family to your family for over 30 years

MHIC 
#9961

H O M e  I M Pr OV e M e N t S

FREE
Estimates

Pre-Kindergarten 3 through Grade 12 
indiancreekschool.org

410-923-3660 – Pre-K 3 through Grade 8 
410-849-5151 – Grades 9-12

Russell R. DwyeR, Inc.
md Lic 63813 Quality Since 1957

8377B Jumpers Hole Rd., millersville, md 21108

Licensed & Insured, Backflow Certified

• Water Heaters  • Disposals  • Sump Pumps  • Gas & Oil Boilers
 • Sinks & Showers  • Frozen Lines  • Water Main Repairs

• Toilets  • Leaky Faucets & Pipes  • Clogged Drains & Sewer
• Low Water Pressure  • Big or Small Jobs

(410) 647-3030

Plumbing & Heating
Problems Fixed Fast

Residential • Commercial
Sales-Service-Installation-Repairs

versity. To me, diversity means 
people all over the world with 
unique ideas and perspec-
tives,” Khutsaidze said. “It is 
a global society that will not 
only enhance an individual’s 
social development but [the 
exchange] also gives a great 
opportunity to get a better 
understanding of the world.”

What She’s Learned
“I already see how my 

experience has changed me 
for the better and taught me a 
lot. Throughout the challenges 
and adjustment with the 
new environment during my 
exchange year, I see how I’ve 
grown up and developed more 
and more as an individual 
person who is always ready to 
speak up, try new things every 
day, doesn’t fear challenges, 
and what is most important, 
being eager to help the com-
munity and others in need.”

Misconceptions
•	All of America doesn’t 
look like New York City, 
Los Angeles or other 
places depicted in Holly-
wood movies.
•	Georgians believe that 
coming to the U.S. will 
cause a person to gain 
weight because Americans 
eat a lot of junk food.
•	Georgia isn’t just a U.S. 
state, and it isn’t part of 
Russia! It’s an indepen-
dent country in Europe 
between Russia, Turkey, 
Armenia and Azerbaijan.
“I totally recommend this 

experience to other students. 
It is an incredible way to learn 

how to live independently, be 
a good ambassador of your 
country by sharing informa-
tion about it, and it gives you 
the opportunity to make a lot 
of friends,” Khutsaidze added. 
“You will have a happy family 
that will always love you in a 
different part of the world.”

Nicole Pascu - 18 
Junior
Hometown:
Alba Iulia, Romania.
Population: 65,000
(roughly the size of 
Glen Burnie).
Distance from Arnold, 
Maryland: 4,761 miles.

First time to the 
United States
Host: The Spencer family

Family Life And 
High School

Pascu’s high school in Ro-
mania has approximately 800 
students, so it’s smaller than 
Broadneck’s student body of 
2,050. And, she said the educa-
tion systems are also different.

“Here (Broadneck) you can 
choose your classes at the 
beginning of the year. In Ro-
mania, after you finish eighth 
grade, you take an exam and 
based on your grades, you 
apply to different high schools 
and profiles,” Pascu said. 
“Based on your options and 
your grades, you get a certain 
profile and a class schedule is 
made for you by the school. 
Another huge difference is 
that we don’t move to our 
classes; we have one class 
assigned (the same people are 
in that for the next four years 

unless someone changes their 
profile), and teachers come 
to our class. In Romania, we 
don’t have electives as here in 
the states.”

This year, she took Precal-
culus (honors), English 11 
(honors), U.S. History (honors) 
and several electives that she 
wouldn’t otherwise have an 
opportunity to take, such as 
Yoga, Dance, Criminal Justice 
and Nutrition. She said her 
favorite classes were English 
and Yoga, and she was on the 
Unified Sports teams.

“Romanian and American 
teenagers are so different. 
While we have more freedom 
to choose for ourselves in 
Romania, American teenag-
ers have more freedom when 
it comes to driving,” added 
Pascu. “The sense of humor 
is different in Romania and 
the United States. People 
[take longer to open up] in 
Romania compared to the 
United States. In the end, 
we all are teenagers, but we 
are just raised in different 
environments.”

Why The Exchange 
Is Important

“People are the representa-
tives of their countries, so by 
getting to know more cultures, 
you learn that things are 
done differently around the 
world. You get the chance to 
see life through a different 
perspective and you become 
more aware and educated. 
People are people everywhere, 
despite their lifestyles. By be-
ing informed about different 
countries, you can learn new 
methods to improve yourself 
and to adopt things you find 
other countries do better. 
Also, you simply open your 
eyes to new opinions, and you 
create an amazing bond.”

Pascu said she visited a 
lot of amazing places and 
met a lot of fabulous people 
throughout her journey. “Peo-
ple made my experience in the 
U.S. so unique and that’s why I 
love it here.”

Misconceptions
•	People from Roma-
nia (Transylvania) are 

not vampires.
•	Americans are not just 
like the movies and not 
everything is like it is in 
“High School Musical.”

Giacomo Bertazzon 
- 17, Junior
Hometown: 
Casale Monferrato, Italy. 
Population: 34,200 (slightly 
smaller than Severna Park). 
Distance from Severna 
Park: 4,168 miles.

First time to the 
United States
Host:  The Gaige family

High School And 
Family Life

High school in Italy takes 
five years, not four, and 
students have to pick a major 
before they start. Bertaz-
zon attends a linguistic high 
school so that languages are 
among his mandatory classes. 
He studies French, Spanish, 
Chinese and English.

His hometown is in the 
“wine hills,” so there is never 
a shortage of tourists. Bertaz-
zon lives with his parents and 
three siblings.

“My American and Italian 
families have a lot in com-
mon,” said Bertazzon. “They 
are both very nice and I love 
them both.”

One major difference is 
geography. In Italy, Bertaz-
zon lives near grandparents 
and relatives, so he sees his 
extended family almost daily. 
In the U.S., his host family 
is more spread out. In Italy, 
he makes sure to stop at his 
grandmother’s house after 

school because it’s so close.
“I like every class I take [at 

Severna Park High School, but] 
if I have to choose, I’d say En-
trepreneurship and U.S. His-
tory,” he said. “[Here] there are 
way more options concerning 
the subjects you can study. The 
day I had to make my schedule 
was pretty hard — too many 
subjects!”

In Italy, Bertazzon is a 
swimmer, so he tried out for 
the Severna Park High School 
swim team and made it. To add 
to an already awesome experi-
ence, the Severna Park High 
School swim team earned the 
region championship this year.

“Swimming was an amaz-
ing experience. I met so many 
great people and I made lots of 
friends,” Bertazzon added. “I’m 
so glad I also met coach John 
Bachkosky; he’s the best ever.”

What He’s Learned
“During this experience, 

I’ve learned how to be a little 
bit more independent than I 
was, learning the importance 
of money and how to spend 
money the right way. Also, 
learning about other cultures 
and other lifestyles is really 
important to understand and 
learn to appreciate our planet.”

Misconceptions
•	“Not all Italians speak 
with our hands,” Bertaz-
zon said. “And we don’t eat 
pasta twice a day (but just 
once a day).”
•	“The classic stereotype 
about Americans is that 
they’re all really fat. But 
Italians love Americans, so 
we don’t really care.”

SPHS, Broadneck Families Host International Exchange Students
 »Continued from B8

Giacomo Bertazzon is staying with the Gaige family. “Learning 
about other cultures and other lifestyles is really important to 
understand and learn to appreciate our planet,” he said.
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Steak ‘n Shake 443-685-3547
8100 Veterans Highway
Millersville, MD 21108
www.steaknshake.com

Health, Beauty & Fitness 

Baker Sisters Family
Dental Care 410-768-7740

8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205 
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.bakersisters.com

Brightview Senior
Living Severna Park 410-220-6858

469 Jumpers Hole Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.brightviewseniorliving.com

Green Point Wellness 410-553-7171
823A Elkridge Landing Road
Linthicum Heights, MD 21090
www.gpwellness.com

Hearing Solutions
Audiology Center 410-672-1244

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.hearsolutions.com

Heartlands 410-729-1600
715 Benfield Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.heartlandsassistedliving.com

Spring Arbor of
Severna Park 410-544-7774

838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 3
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.springarborliving.com

Wright Orthodontics 410-544-0072
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203 
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com 

Retail 
Park Plaza Merchant’s
Association

550-582 Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146 

Savvy Consignment 410-647-1636
553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.savvyconsignment.com

Side Street
Framers 410-544-9050

558 B Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.sidestreetframers.com

Zachary’s Jewelers 410-544-4005
522-A Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.zacharysjewelers.com

Services

Arundel Federal 410-544-9600
50 W. McKinsey Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.arundelfederal.com

Bank of Glen Burnie 410-766-3300

www.bofgb.com

The David Orso Team of
Compass Real Estate 443-372-7171

8 Evergreen Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.davidorso.com

Diggs Law 410-244-1189
8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 204
Millersville, MD 21108
www.diggslaw.com

Fellner Legal
Services 443-906-0117

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.flslawyer.com

Frank Taglienti of Berkshire
Hathaway PenFed REALTORS® 410-384-9878 – Direct

565 Benfield Road, Suite 100
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.franktaglienti.com

Frank & Bill’s
Auto Collision 410-255-3368

3306 Mountain Road
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frankandbills.com

Gardiner & Appel 410-647-7777
570 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gardinerappelgroup.com

Jean Andrews of Long &
Foster Real Estate, Inc. 410-975-3286

541-B Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.longandfoster.com/jeanandrews

Jennifer yeatts of Berkshire
Hathaway PenFed REALTORS® 410-647-8000

565 Benfield Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.penfedrealty.com/roster/52463/jennifer-yeatts

Moran Insurance 410-544-3422
696 Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.moraninsurance.com

Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc. 410-777-8393
489 Ritchie Highway, Suite 202
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.primaryresidentialmortgage.com

Severn Bank 410-544-0800
598 Benfield Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnbank.com

Severna Park Automotive 410-647-8322
499 Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparkautomotive.com

VCA Calvert Veterinary Center 410-360-7297
4100 Mountain Road
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.calvertvet.com

WNAV 410-263-1430
236 Admiral Drive
Annapolis, MD 21401
www.1430wnav.com

WTS Financial 443-702-7128
2441 Mountain Road, Suite F
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.wtsfinancial.com
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We offer a variety of Leagues, Camps 
and Activities for kids thru adults! 

Register for Summer Camp

SportsCenter
BENFIELD

. 41 100

www.benfieldsc.com | 410-987-5100

Your Local 
“Go-To” Sportscenter

Jim’s Body shop
410-647-1178

Family Owned & Operated for 45 Years

• All work guaranteed for as 
long as you own the vehicle

• FREE Estimates

• We accept all Insurance

247 Keedy’s Lane  |  Pasadena, MD
Owner - Jim Keedy  |  Fax 410-647-4231

Premier
P l a n n i n g  G r o u p

Wealth Management

115 West Street, Suite 400, Annapolis, Maryland 21401
www.premierplanninggroup.com | 443.837.2532

Premier Planning Group is an independent firm with securities offered through Summit 
Brokerage Services, Inc., Member FINRA, SIPC. Jason LaBarge and Premier Planning 

Group, or any of its affiliates, do not represent the federal government, including the SSA.

Online Resources For Students And Parents
Browse and download 
dozens of titles in mul-
tiple languages at stories.
audible.com.

Computer science is driv-
ing the world, and now is a 
great time to learn it. Code.
org offers online coding 
courses and activities orga-
nized by grade levels. There 
are fun tutorials for all 
ages, and even free online 
college courses for those in 
high school and beyond.

The Emerson Collective, a 
social change organization 
that invests in education 
initiatives, has posted a 
comprehensive list of re-
sources for remote learning. 
There are links to a virtual 
field trip website and print-
able at-home packets in 
math and reading for K–8, 
as well as recommended 
resources for educators 
and schools.

Khan Academy is a 
nonprofit that provides 

suggested daily schedules 
for students learning from 
home. Organized by grade 
level, they feature links to 
subjects so that students 
may smoothly connect to 
grade-appropriate online 
activities. At the Khan web-
site, parents will also find 
guidance on how to support 
children’s learning during 
school closures.

Local public libraries may 
remain closed for weeks 
or months. Fortunately, 
there are many resources 
for students available on 
the Anne Arundel County 
Public Library (AACPL) 
website. According to 
an email distributed by 
AACPL on March 18, new 
opportunities to learn are 
coming. Trained staff will 
provide daily story times 
from the AACPL Facebook 
page. The system’s eBook, 
eAudiobook and eMagazine 
collection will grow to offer 
even more digital content 

to library patrons.
Taking advantage of on-

line learning and materials 
is not easy for everyone. Ac-
cording to the Pew Research 
Center, as many as 15% of 
school-age children do not 
have access to high-speed 
internet service at home. 
Locally, Comcast Xfinity 
Internet Essentials provides 
two months of free high-
speed internet access to 
low-income families that are 
new customers.

Perhaps we have never 
appreciated classroom 
teachers as much as we do 
right now. If we walked 
into schools today, maybe 
like the Khan Academy 
video says, they would 
remind us, “Whoever you 
are, wherever you are, 
you only have to know 
one thing, you can learn 
anything.” It is likely that 
they would also remind us 
to take breaks, exercise and 
have some fun.

 »Continued from B8

LINKS
AACPL: www.aacpl.net
AACPL on Facebook: www.facebook.com/aacpl
AACPS E-Learning: www.aacps.org/elearning
AACPS Digital Resource Information for Families: (a Google doc with comprehensive 
instructions for accessing online resources) https://docs.google.com/document/d/1igVJ2kotPH05
soBxGCMDU4wYy8m0GrlDn4nF9wd58EE/edit
AACPS TV schedule & information PDF: www.aacps.org/cms/lib/MD02215556/Centricity/
Domain/1753/AACPS%20e-Lessons%20Broadcast%20Schedule.pdf
Audible: www.audible.com
Audible Free Stories for 0–18: http://stories.audible.com
Code.org: http://code.org
Comcast Xfinity Internet Essentials: https://internetessentials.com/?utm_
source=highspeedinternet.com&utm_medium=affiliate&clreqid=ecd0de
6a-f9ae-41cf-93f9-a3284c8aff24
Emerson Collective Remote Learning Resources: www.emersoncollective.com/
articles/2020/03/covid19-resources-for-remote-learning/
Khan Academy: https://khanacademy.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360040167432-How-
can-Khan-Academy-be-used-for-remote-learning-during-school-closures-
Pew Research: www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/10/26/
nearly-one-in-five-teens-cant-always-finish-their-homework-because-of-the-digital-divide/

During a press confer-
ence with Governor Larry 
Hogan on March 25, Dr. 
Karen Salmon, Maryland 
state superintendent of 
schools, extended school 
closures for all Maryland 
public K-12 schools through 
April 24. Dr. Salmon, the 
Maryland State Board of 
Education, and superinten-
dents from each Maryland 
school system, including the 
AACPS superintendent, Dr. 
George Arlotto, are working 
on plans for “continuity of 
learning for all students, 
including students with 
special needs.” Dr. Salmon 
also stated that more infor-
mation will be available in 
the coming days as the state 
and local superintendents 
work collaboratively on a 
statewide plan that main-
tains equitable standards 
and expectations for stu-
dents. These plans, which 
will begin next week, will be 
posted on AACPS’s website 
and communicated widely 
through the usual channels.

While the announcement 
answers one question, many 
other questions remain. 
What will continuity of 
learning for students look 
like? How will we equitably 
serve all 85,000 students? 
Will school be extended into 
the summer? How will we 
handle grade promotions, 
proms and graduations? 
What about our students 
at our Centers for Applied 
Technology who require ac-
cess to workshops and tools 
or those who need hours to 
qualify for certifications? 

How will we adequately 
support our special needs 
students, our ESOL stu-
dents, and the rest of the 
student population during 
this unprecedented, once-
in-a-century, global public 
health crisis?

The answers to these 
questions are forthcoming. I 
ask for your patience as the 
board, Dr. Arlotto, and his 
staff work with the state to 
answer these questions and 
implement solutions.

Any further decisions 
regarding school closures, 
“continuity of learning” 
plans, state assessments and 
calendar decisions for this 
academic year will be made 
by Dr. Salmon in consulta-
tion with Governor Hogan. 
These decisions will NOT 
be made by local boards of 
education, including the 
AACPS Board of Education. 
Local boards do not have the 
authority to scribble outside 
the lines of Dr. Salmon’s 
decisions or executive orders 
in place, and we would never 
put any student, teacher 
or staff member at risk. I 
have full faith in our state 
and county governments to 
lead us through these chal-
lenging times.

While much is unclear as 
we navigate the COVID-19 
pandemic, there are some 
certainties to draw your 
attention toward. AACPS 
has been magnificent in its 
response to this crisis. Staff 
began working around the 
clock once the initial school 
closure announcement was 
made, including over the 
weekend, to establish 52 
meal sites which began op-
erating on Monday, March 
16, to feed our students in 
need. Nine additional sites 
were added shortly there-

after. By the end of the 
seventh day of meal service, 
AACPS had already served 
119,373 meals to 39,791 
students. Workbook packets 
were distributed to K-5 
students who do not have 
access to our broadcast and 
e-learning site during the 
eighth day of meal service. 
Jodi Risse, supervisor of 
food and nutrition services 
for AACPS and her staff are 
miracle workers in my mind.

The kudos don’t stop 
there. Unlike higher educa-
tion, K-12 is not equipped to 
flip a switch and provided 
online or distance instruc-
tion comparable to what our 
students are accustomed to 
in school classrooms. Im-
mediately after the initial 
school closure announce-
ment was made, staff began 
working nonstop to provide 
educational materials to 
keep students engaged and 
their reading and math 
skills sharp. The materials 
found at www.aacps.org/
elearning are impressive 
and have been very well 
received by students. As 
stated previously, additional 
information regarding con-
tinuity of learning plans for 
all students will be released 
in the coming days.

We never dreamed we’d 
be in the situation we now 
find ourselves in. Whatever 
the road ahead looks like, 
know that Dr. Arlotto, his 
staff, my board colleagues, 
and I prioritize your stu-
dents’ education above all 
else. Be patient and kind to 
each other and with us. This 
too shall pass. We will get 
through these challenging 
times together. As always, I 
am available at dschallheim@
aacps.org and encourage 
your ideas and feedback.

Where Do We Go From Here?
Dana 

Schallheim
Board of

Education
District 5
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Spring Savings at the Plaza

Park Plaza is located at 550-582 Governor Ritchie Highway in Severna Park.  Sponsored by the merchants of Park Plaza Shopping Center.

Come Check
 Out Our 
Specials

Register Today!

Check 
franklinstoystore.com

for eventsSaturday, May 16, 2020
11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Park Plaza  - 500 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park
We will have raffle prizes, entertainment, 

demonstrations, games, food samples from local 
restaurants, music and lots of family activities.

Food & ReStauRantS
Honey Baked Ham
JB’s Sports Bar CoMInG Soon
Kyoto Japanese Restaurant
Ledo Pizza
Mi Pueblo Restaurant 
Noodles and Company   
Park Tavern
Smoothie King 
Subway
Sullivan’s Cove

Taco Bell
The Breakfast Shoppe 

GIFt SHoPS & RetaIl
Dance Supplies, Etc.
Five Below 
Franklin’s Toys
Jo-Ann Fabrics 
Marc Todd Jewelers 
Music and Arts Center 
Park Home

Side Street Framers & gift gallery
T- Mobile
The Cottage 
The UPS Store
Wild Bird Center
Xfinity 

HealtH & Beauty
ATI Physical Therapy
Chesapeake Hearing Centers, Inc. 
Creative Force Dance Center

Hair Cuttery 
Hand and Stone Massage & Facial Spa
Image Creators Salon & Spa 
Kwon’s Taekwondo 
Multi-Specialty Health Care Group 
Olde Tyme Barbershop
Park Fitness 
Park Pharmacy 
Paul W. Gill, DPM Podiatrist
Priority Care Urgent Care
Severn River Dental Health Center
Split Ends Salon

Sport Clips 
Top Nails

PRoFeSSIonalS
Coldwell Banker 
Edward Jones 
Long and Foster
M&T Bank
Mathnasium
The Axe House CoMInG Soon
United Title and Escrow

JB’s Sports
Bar & Grille

Spring Savings at the Plaza
with great gift selections, restaurants and services

Coming Soon

Principal Jim 
Whisman “stuck” 
to his promise in 
March after 
Jones 
Elementary 
students raised 
more than 
$3,800 for the 
Leukemia & 
Lymphoma 
Society by 
partaking in the 
Pennies for 
Patients 
fundraiser. 
Students 
gathered around 
their principal, 
taped him to the 
wall and 
celebrated their 
achievement.

There was plenty of magic, adventure and humor to go around when St. John the Evangelist 
treated audiences to a production of “Frozen Jr.” Princesses Elsa and Anna, along with the 
magical land of Arendelle, were brought to life thanks to a talented cast and crew.

Jones Students Rewarded For Fundraising Haul

At the onset of the millen-
nium, U.S. Secretary of Educa-
tion Richard Riley claimed, 
“We are currently preparing 
students for jobs that don’t yet 
exist, using technologies that 
haven’t been invented, in order 
to solve problems we don’t 
even know are problems yet.”

Twenty years later, CO-
VID-19 impacts our health and 
daily routine, and specifically 
— albeit temporarily — dis-
rupts the nature of brick and 
mortar education. Distance 
learning has been a constant 
for some time, and in both 
the K-12 and higher education 
sectors, the tools available for 
employing it are boundless. 
However, did we ever predict a 
pandemic that would shutter 
schools and compel them into 
remote operation for an indefi-
nite period?

As the head of an indepen-
dent preschool-through-grade-
eight school, I never fathomed 
such reality would face our 
small community that — 
above all —  balances educa-
tion with close relationships, 
sense of community, values 
and virtues, and individual 
attention for each child. Even 
for a small school, the task of 
mobilizing staff to carry out 
these ideals — remotely — is 
daunting and not something I 
could readily pull from a play-
book. Still, we assured families 
that we would adapt and main-
tain educational continuity for 
our preschool through middle 
school students. Even more, 
we intended to maintain some 
special threads of our commu-
nity and to be there.

Our smallness has allowed 
for agility from the get-go. 
Teachers responded with im-
pressive collaboration, willing-

ness and creativity. We allowed 
them to plan and package 
materials to distribute. We 
gave them access to tools such 
as Microsoft Teams, Zoom, 
Flip Grid, and online math and 
literacy curriculum already in 
place to enable asynchronous 
learning, teaching demonstra-
tions, class discussions and 
story times for our young-
est learners.

While we cannot fist-bump 
our students upon entering 
our doors each morning, we 
now offer a virtual welcome 
with a familiar face and affirm-
ing message. A teacher hosts a 
one-to-one session to review 
a challenging math problem, 
or conducts a lively online 
discussion about a novel, and 
students respond to questions 
in a live chat room. A child re-
ceives a saxophone lesson with 
his band teacher. Our chaplain 
conducts virtual chapels, and 
the student council meets to 
brainstorm special events 
to promote spirit. Maybe a 
virtual field trip will be next? 
And a few times a week, staff 
gathers via Zoom to exchange 

ideas, find support and even 
share a virtual happy hour.

We have agreed to treat this 
enterprise in the same light 
as a new teacher treats that 
memorable first year of teach-
ing. We are all a little nervous, 
but we are learning, taking 
risks and being adaptive. We 
have let go of the school day as 
we were trained to know it.

We are solving this unique 
problem with the exact skills 
21st century educators have 
promised to teach their stu-
dents: confidence, creativity, 
collaboration and communi-
cation. We will model these 
skills and more in the weeks 
to come, and soon return “to 
school” more eager and in-
spired to educate this increas-
ingly complex world’s future 
problem-solvers.

St. Martin’s is an inde-
pendent preschool-through-
grade-eight school commit-
ted to growing students of 
confidence, character and 
compassion. For more infor-
mation, contact the director 
of admissions at kdanahy@
stmartinsmd.org.

Going Remote: A Small School 
Works To Solve A Big Problem

St. Martin’s now offers 
a virtual welcome with 
a familiar face and 
affirming message. A 
teacher hosts a one-to-
one session to review a 
challenging math 
problem, and students 
respond to questions in 
a live chat room. A child 
receives a saxophone 
lesson with his band 
teacher.

Jamey Hein
Head of School 

St. Martin’s-
in-the-Field

St. John’s Performance Of “Frozen Jr.” 
Gives Audiences The Chills


