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THE FALCONS ARE STATE CHAMPS

wo of
Severna
Park High

School’s most pro-

lific athletic programs

captured state champion-

ships again this season. With

a 2-o win over Winston Churchill

on November 13, the field hockey team captured
the program’s 25th championship. The boys cross
country team won the 4A state championship on
November 13, advancing to nationals in Alabama,
where they placed 18th. The boys cross country
team included (I-r) James Glebocki, Liam Hagerty,
Scott Engleman, Eddie Sullivan, Ronan Byrne, Tyler
Canaday and Mason Siebenhaar. To read more
about the field hockey squad, flip to page 29.

Chamber Kicks Off Holiday Season With Tree Lighting

By Haley Weisgerber

n impressive crowd gathered at
Athe Greater Severna Park and

Arnold Chamber of Commerce
(GSPACC) office on December 3 to kick
off the holiday season with the annual
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tree lighting.

“Iwas overjoyed to see so many people
gathered around the tree, and when the
lights went on, everyone clapped and
seemed so excited,” said GSPACC CEO
Liz League. “I think it really put people in
the holiday spirit.”

The warm weather and festive spirit
drew an impressive crowd to the GSPACC
office on Holly Avenue.

“Many remarked that it was the larg-
est turnout we have ever had and larger
than other tree lightings in the area,”
said League. “It had a really great ‘vibe.
People were happy, having fun, the kids
were excited and dancing to the music.”

Sam Dougherty, who recently moved
to the area and attended the lighting
» Continued on page 10
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Margueritte Mills

Volunteer
Of The Month

By Haley Weisgerber

ne of the most magical parts
O of the holiday for many

children is encountering
Santa Claus around town, sharing
their Christmas lists and taking
photos. Behind these magical mo-
ments are volunteers like Freeman
Bagnall, who plays Santa Claus
for the Greater Severna Park and
Arnold Chamber of Commerce
(GSPACQC) tree lighting and many
other events.

During Santa’s offseason, Bagnall
is a permanent substitute at Chesa-
peake High School in Pasadena.

“It gives me a lot of flexibility and
I enjoy the kids,” said Bagnall. “I re-
ally truly have got to say they’re fun
and I'll stop doing it when it stops
being fun.”

Bagnall began dressing as San-
ta in the late 1970s and 1980s at a
Christmas party for children with
special needs. At the time, Bagnall
wore a fake beard. It wasn’t until he
was dressing as Santa for a few years
that he began to look the part.

“I turned gray and then white
very, very young,” said Bagnall. “By
the time I was in my early 40s, my
hair was white.”

At this point, playing Santa be-
came an important part of Bagnall’s
holiday season, so he took it to the
next level.

“I signed up with a couple of talent
agencies,” said Bagnall. “In other
words, I'm doing some commercial
gigs and some non-paid. It’s a mix.”

Bagnall played Santa at the cham-

Volunteer Spreads Holiday
Cheer As Santa Claus

Freeman Bagnall reprised his role
as Santa Claus during the Greater
Severna Park and Arnold
Chamber of Commerce tree
lighting on held on December 3.

ber’s tree lighting again this year on
December 3 at the chamber office.
He said his favorite part about

the chamber event is interacting
with families.

“It entails meeting and greeting
a lot of people and getting your pic-
ture taken quite a bit,” said Bagnall.
“Also, answering kids’ questions and
sometimes adults’ questions. It’s a
lot of fun.”

If you haven’t encountered Bag-
nall at an event around the holidays,
you may recognize him from anoth-
er community favorite. He has also
walked in the GSPACC’s Fourth of
July parade as Uncle Sam for years.

“I have a 22-year-old Mustang con-
vertible,” said Bagnall. “They roped

Colchester Donates
Food, Supplies To SPAN

On the weekend of November 20, Colchester on the Severn residents, big and
small, filled a truck full of food and supplies and donated the items to SPAN.

me into using the convertible and
being Uncle Sam.”

Bagnall is a longtime member of
the Severna Park chapter of Toast-
masters International, a nonprofit
organization that teaches public
speaking and leadership. As a part
of the Toastmasters float, Bagnall
was asked to play Uncle Sam. Now,
he is a staple in the parade. As a
longtime Anne Arundel County
resident, he enjoys seeing his neigh-
bors and friends as he walks the
parade route.

“The community comes out and
supports it,” said Bagnall. “The
sidewalks and the lawns were lined
with people the whole parade route,
waving to Uncle Sam.”

Bagnall also volunteers at St.
Mary’s High School in Annapolis to
teach English as a second language
to Spanish-speaking adults. He said
that he encourages the Hispan-
ic community to visit him at the
GSPACC tree lighting or Fourth of
July parade.

“I’d love to see a nice turnout from
the Hispanic community to greet
Uncle Sam or to greet Santa Claus,”
said Bagnall.

Bagnall said he intends to spread
joy through these characters as long
as he can, as long as it continues
to be fun. Bagnall, who described
himself as “young at heart,” said
interacting with children has kept
him that way.

“Let me put it this way: I don’t
tend to grow up,” explained Bagnall.
“I don’t want an old state of mind.”

Send Photos
Of Your
Holiday Lights

he Severna Park Voice wants your
I help choosing the best lights
display in the area. The winner,
chosen by our readers and followers
online, will receive a $100 gift card to
Cafe Mezzanotte.
How will it work? The contest will
take place over two rounds. During the
first round, we encourage anyone to

send us one or more photos of their hol-

iday lights display and home address.
We will share the photos online and
the top five vote-getters will advance to
round two. Following another round of
votes, the winner will be announced on
our website and social media pages.

Each entry must be for a home in
Severna Park, Arnold or Millersville.
The deadline for entries is December
12. Send photos to spynews@severna-
parkvoice.com.

Happy holidays. We can’t wait to
see photos of your favorite lights
around town.
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We Are Excited
To Be A Part Of

Your Community!

Please Stop
By And See Us!

Or call today to
schedule an appointment!

410-437-4440

We offer exceptional treatment for medical and
surgical eye conditions, diabetic eye diseases,
eye muscle problems and macular degeneration.
Of course, we offer excellent routine vision care
including glasses and contact lenses. Additionally,
the on-premises optical shop carries an
extensive line of eyewear for the entire family,
including special value and designer frames.

We participate in most insurance plans including:
e CareFirst BCBS ¢ Cigna HealthSpring ¢ Medicare

e Aetna * United Health Care °* Medstar
Medicaid plans such as:
* Amerigroup * Maryland Physicians Care

* Priority Partners ¢ March Vision

As well as most routine vision plans such as:
* Davis Vision * EyeMed
e Vision Service Plan (VSP) ¢ Block Vision

8556 Fort Smallwood Road, Suite A ¢ Pasadena, MD 21122

www.barenburgeye.com
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Elves For Elders Delivers Holiday Magic To Seniors

By Haley Weisgerber

he holiday season
can be alonely and
difficult season for

many seniors. With that in
mind, Partners In Care, an
organization that is com-
mitted to preserving senior
citizens’ independence,
created Elves for Elders to
deliver stockings filled with
goodies to seniors in need.

Susan Origlio, the Elves
for Elders coordinator, began
volunteering with Partners In
Care in 2014 with her mother.

In 2015, after her father died, Origlio
saw a flyer for stocking donations and
got in touch with the main office. From
there, Origlio worked with the office

to create Elves for Elders in memory of
her late father. In its first year, Elves for
Elders collected 8o stockings and a few
monetary donations.

“I realized I was onto something,”
said Susan Origlio. “Each year, more
people participated, and stocking
and monetary donations steadily
increased.”

In 2020, Origlio lost her mother. She
considered canceling the event but
knew that seniors were more isolated
than ever and needed the pick-me-up.

This year, the event is back in full
swing. On December 4, volunteers
gathered at Frisco’s Taphouse in
Gambrills to celebrate the stockings
stuffed by generous donors and Part-
ners In Care supporters.

“The world has been crazy, filled
with so much negativity,” said Origlio.
“This event is a constant reminder
to me of how kind and giving people
can be. I am filled with gratitude and

Volunteer Earns Boots

everna Park resident Janice
S Keating was recognized with the
Community Foundation of Anne
Arundel County’s (CFAAC) Boots on
the Ground Award during a virtual
awards ceremony in November.

The award is
presented to an
individual who
has gone above
and beyond
to meet the
community’s
needs, serv-
ing the most
vulnerable and
underserved.

“Janice
Keating has the
uncanny ability to be everywhere she
needs to be, for everyone who needs
her,” said Mary Spencer, president and
CEO of CFAAC. “This inexhaustible
volunteer has worked with the Girl
Scouts, Mission of Peace, Catholic
Charities, Downtown Hope Annapo-
lis, the Food Bridge in Anne Arundel
County, and Anne Arundel County
Public Schools. Janice’s reach extends
beyond our county to the streets of
Baltimore and Appalachia.”

Keating was nominated by CFAAC
board member Martha Van Woerkom,

Janice Keating

overwhelmed with people’s generosity
every year.”

Origlio sends out a call for donations
beginning in September and collects
monetary and physical donations until
the day of the Elves for Elders event.

“During the month of November, my
husband, who is also a volunteer, and I
are busy picking up stockings and coor-
dinating drop-offs,” said Origlio.

The stockings are stuffed with toi-
letries, hand sanitizer, scarves, gloves,
socks, games, flashlights, reading
materials, stationary, greeting cards,

who said Keating is humble and never
asks for accolades.

“I wanted Janice to be recognized
because she’s a behind-the-scenes
person,” Van Woerkom said. “She does
so much, and she’s made it a lifelong
commitment to do all these things for
people in our community.”

Five years ago, Keating began volun-
teering with Downtown Hope Church,
a ministry in Annapolis that closely
aligned with her values and philoso-
phy of giving back to the Annapolis
community. When Love Annapolis,
an outreach organization was formed,
she became its director and devel-
oped positive relationships with the
children and families living in public
housing communities like Newtowne
20, Woodside Gardens, and Robin-
wood. She worked closely with com-
munity leaders to establish credibility
and make impactful change, offering
homework help, and organizing com-
munity dinners, holiday celebrations
and summer camps.

Todd Smith, an elder at Downtown
Hope in Annapolis, recalled, “When
demolition of Newtowne 20 began
and residents had to move out of their
homes, Janice was there for them. She
helped connect residents with advo-
cates to make sure they understood

treats, gift cards and lottery tickets.
Origlio encouraged people to have fun
putting their donations together. The
sky was the limit.

After the stockings are stuffed, they
are turned over to volunteers, like
Sher Atkinson, who deliver them to
the seniors.

“Christmas gets so over-commercial-
ized and you just kind of get lost in it
and this just kind of takes you back,”
said Atkinson. “It’s really fun. [ really
love doing it.”

Atkinson has been delivering stock-

ings with Elves for Elders for two or
three years. She said that it reminds
her of the real reason for the holi-
day season.

“They’re just so excited,” said At-
kinson. “I don’t know how to describe
the look on their faces. It’s kind of like
when you go back and you think about
Christmas for little kids where every-
thing’s just exciting and fun.”

The Partners In Care team carefully
selects the stocking recipients, as they
can’t deliver to everyone. When the
stockings are all delivered, Origlio said
she knows all of the hard work is worth
it when she hears how the stockings
have impacted the seniors’ lives.

“The stories I hear about how mean-
ingful these stockings are to people are
so heartwarming,” said Origlio. “For
some, it’s the only sign of Christmas
they may have.”

Volunteers filled 320 stockings for
the 2021 event, more than expected.
Origlio also got a nice surprise. She
received an email the night before the
event in Gambrills; someone wanted
to stuff stockings in memory of a loved
one. Family members Doug Eufemia,
Elisabeth Eufemia and Tonia Wilson
stuffed 30 stockings as a tribute to
Mary Eufemia, a Severna Park resident
who died in July 2020.

Elves for Elders is just one example of
the great things that Partners In Care
does. Origlio said she is proud to play a
role in an organization that makes such
an impact in the lives of local seniors.

“I believe in this organization; I have
seen firsthand what they do for people,”
said Origlio. “Partners In Care is truly a
nonprofit and the people who work for

this organization are so compassionate
and dedicated.”

On The Ground Award

their options and to assist with finding
alternative housing.”

Through Love Annapolis, Keating
became involved with the Benevolence
Team, a coalition of local nonprofits
that work closely with Title 1 schools
in Anne Arundel County, to identify
and help families in need by offering a
temporary helping hand with utilities,
rent, medical expenses, etc.

“I think the thing that I enjoy about
volunteering most is just being with
people,” Keating said. “So, whenever
[ am with people who are in need, it
just makes me happy to be able to lead
them to a place that will help their
situation.”

When COVID-19 hit, Keating assist-
ed the local Hispanic community by
partnering with Center of Help and
Our Lady of Guadalupe Ministries to
organize weekly deliveries of clothing,
food and baby essentials to 300 to 400
families in Allen Apartments. The op-
eration was subsequently moved to the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church and
named West Annapolis Pantry, where
it continues to serve 200 to 260 fami-
lies every two weeks. Keating’s reach
extends beyond Anne Arundel County.

“She weaves herself into the fabric of
many communities,” said Smith, who
described Keating as selfless.

Selfless. Compassionate. Humble.
These are all adjectives used to de-
scribe Keating.

“Janice serves because Janice loves,”
Van Woerkom said. “She has that rare
quality of making people feel seen
and valued.

“Janice doesn’t just come in for a
weekend or volunteer a couple hours,”
Van Woerkom added. “Janice stays
and she works with the organization
for years. She gets to know them. She
truly wants to make change.”

Keating has made a direct, tangible
impact on her neighbors. In addition
to the aforementioned organizations,
Keating has worked with the Girl
Scouts; Giving Back, Linda’s Legacy;
Benevolent Baskets of Catholic Chari-
ties; Patty Lee’s “Angels of Addiction”
and the Franciscan Center. As if that
list isn’t extensive enough, for the last
12 years she has worked as a home hos-
pital teacher for Anne Arundel County
Public Schools, teaching high schoolers
who are unable to go to school because
of surgery, cancer, addiction and oth-
er reasons.

“This is our community, and these
people are struggling, and this is
making a difference for the people who
live just a couple miles away from us,”
Keating said.
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Officer Swartz Gets
Sendoff From Severna Park

Following Alex Swartz’s retirement as a school resource officer at Severna
Park High School, parents and former students gathered at the Severna
Park Community Center on November 20 to pay tribute to Swartz.
Councilwoman Amanda Fieldler presented a citation on behalf of the
Anne Arundel County Council and Amy Leahy gave Swartz a citation from
the Greater Severna Park Council.

Several people spoke, including Alex’s wife, Elizabeth; the voice of the
Falcons, Larry Sells; and former student Nick Carparelli III.

'AND
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AACPL Creates Time Capsule

By Haley Weisgerber

T he Anne Arundel County Public
Library (AACPL) is commem-
orating its 100th anniversary
with a time capsule to capture the
history and the joy that the library
has brought people from all over the
county for a century. The time capsule
was sealed on December 7 and will be
reopened in 2046.

“We look forward to people coming
together to celebrate the closing and
opening of the capsule and sharing
stories about how the library has served
them personally and how much they
love the library,” marketing and com-
munications specialist Kelley Jackson
said days before the capsule was sealed.
“The time capsule is a small represen-
tation of our real legacy, the impact we
have in our community.”

The items inside of the time capsule
were chosen to capture the library’s
growth over 100 years but also to show
the future library-goers how things will
change in the next 25 years.

“In 25 years, who knows what else we
will be able to offer and how our ser-
vices will change,” said Jackson.

Staff from the library’s branches
have submitted staff and event photos,
newspaper and newsletter clippings,
pandemic-related materials and a
photo of the outside of each branch to
a system-wide scrapbook that captures
the past 100 years and current happen-
ings at AACPL.

The time capsule also featured a list of
time capsule keepers, a group of library

supporters and their families who are
interested in being a part of history. The
library looked for time capsule keepers
who could commit to staying in touch
and attending the closing event and
opening event in 2046 if they are able.

“I'm picturing kids that are coming to
our story times now coming back with
their own little ones to open the capsule
and celebrate the library,” said Jackson.

The goal is to bring people together to
celebrate the library and its involvement
in their lives.

“We would love to have some great
stories come out of the capsule keep-
ers’ involvement describing how the
library served them through the years,”
said Jackson.

While most time capsules are buried,
AACPL is taking a different approach.
Each of the library’s branches will have
a chance to display the time capsule
with a tabletop banner and photos of
some of the items that are sealed inside
of the capsule.

Library staff members are excited to
see how things will change in 25 years
following the reopening of the time cap-
sule and to celebrate 125 years of AACPL
with families.

“One-hundred years of service is just
the beginning,” said AACPL CEO Skip
Auld. “It’s inspiring to imagine what
the future will hold for our system, and
we look forward to today’s customers
joining us in 2046, hopefully with their
kids, grandkids and other loved ones to
continue to share their joy and love of
the library.”

VCA CALVERT VETERINARY CENTER

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM YOUR OTHER FAMILY DOCTOR!
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= Laser surgery < Exotic
« Pharmacy on-site pets
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VCACareClub.com
4100 Mountain Road | Pasadena, MD 21122 | 410-360-PAWS (7297)
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Hours of Operation: Monday-Friday, 7:30a.m. - 7:30p.m. | Saturday, 8:00a.m. - 1:00p.m.
Check out our website today! vcahospitals.com/calvert
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A Day In The Life Of A Kinder Farm Park Ranger

By Conor Doherty

isitors see them regularly,
‘ ; tending to animals and taking
care of county parks. But what
exactly is a typical day in the life of a
park ranger?

As she starts her shift, park ranger
Helen Overman, a senior ranger at
Kinder Farm Park, knows that she
has a long day ahead of her. Among
her first items of the day is to open
the gates, both the main gate in the
park and the gate along East-West
Boulevard for foot traffic. From there,
Overman and her fellow rangers open
the barns. Perhaps surprisingly, park
rangers aren'’t there to only care for
the outside. Their duties include taking
care of all of the facilities visitors can
use, including cleaning the park’s
bathrooms and vacuuming the visi-
tor center.

From there, Overman’s daily activi-
ties begin. “Rangers’ jobs are a triangle
of safety, enforcement and education,”
Overman said. “For me, especially
in the winter seasons, I start out by
looking for any safety issues, maybe
injured animals, talking to farm volun-
teers, seeing how their day is going.”

Safety and maintenance of the park
go together, from clearing brush to fix-
ing a broken board on a fence. During
the winter, Overman said that rangers
will drive around the walking trail
looking for any icy patches to treat
with salt.

The enforcement aspect involves
ensuring park and county rules are
always followed. Park rangers rely
upon volunteer compliance to make
sure that visitors know about and then
follow those rules. Overman said that
dogs off leashes is one of the most
common rules broken at the park.

“If your cute, adorable little dog,
who is off their leash, goes up to a dog
that isn’t friendly but is on their leash
and your dog gets attacked, then you

Lauren's Law:

y title
sounds
Lauren Burke fun,

Meyer huh? Under
non-holiday
circumstances,
my 3-year-old
daughter, Char-
lotte, and I have
a blast jumping
in puddles. It
started as a fun
activity when
the pandemic

began. When there was nowhere to go,
and we desperately needed to get out
of our house during a rainy day.

However, on Christmas Eve last
year, puddle jumping was not on the
itinerary. And, we certainly didn’t
have our usual umbrellas, raincoats
and rain boots.

Let me rewind for a minute to De-
cember 23, 2020. Also known by many
(or at least me) as “Christmas Eve Eve.”
We had arranged to have two trees cut
down outside the front of our house.
Our toddler watched from our front

Photos by Conor Doherty

Helen Overman is a senior ranger at Kinder Farm Park in Millersville.

window, mesmerized by the process.
Who are we kidding? My husband and
I even struggled to get work done, reg-
ularly peering out the window too. Lit-
tle did we know, this would not be the
only form of entertainment provided
by the cutting down of our trees.

The next day, it poured. Our front
yard looked like a monster truck rally
had occurred. After dressing Char-
lotte and her newborn sister, Riley,
in their new matching blue dresses,
white tights and pink sparkly shoes,
we headed out the door to my sis-
ter-in-law’s house for Christmas Eve
dinner with the entire family of my
husband, Scott.

Scott was putting Riley in her car
seat, while I carried presents and food.
Charlotte began to walk into our muddy
front yard. Slowly at first. Despite yells
to get out of the yard and in her car seat,
she ran, jumped high and landed on her
butt. It happened so fast, yet it sort of
felt like slow motion. I had an out-of-
body experience with the immediate
thought, “Did that just happen?”

Needless to say, the white tights,

Charlotte Meyer is pictured before
the puddle-jumping incident on
Christmas Eve last year.

new dress and shoes were covered

in mud and were no longer an outfit
option. Deep in the throes of the
pandemic, this was a rare outing.
With zero plans and rare shopping
excursions, there weren’t dressy outfit
backup options. The best I could do
was a long-sleeve striped cotton dress.

(44

We want you to have a
good experience here, but
we also want you to be
advocates for the parks.”

— HELEN OVERMAN

will be held liable for that,” Overman
explained. “So educating people about
those rules, which is the final corner of
our duties.

“We don’'t want to tell you, ‘No, you
can’t do that thing,” Overman said.
“We want you to have a good expe-
rience here, but we also want you to
be advocates for the parks, so let me
educate you so you can tell the next
person not to do something.”

Educating the public ranges from
telling and teaching people what the
rules of the park are to teaching kids
about nature. “We offer educational
programs like Nature Escape, teaching
kids about tracking, wilderness 101,”
Overman said. “There are a bunch of
programs to teach people and their
kids about nature.”

Park rangers see the forest for the
trees, Overman said, so they know
many things must be tended to and
fixed, but they need to find the time to
do all of those tasks.

As her day winds down and the gates
are ready to be closed, Overman and
other rangers remind people that the
park is about to close, often driving
around in one of the park’s trucks to
find visitors. Overall, Overman wants
the public to know that she and the
rest of the park’s staff aren’t there for
the money.

“We're here because we love nature
and we're here to get other people
enthusiastic about nature,” she said.
“Our job is to protect this land in the
present and for the future.”

Christmas Eve Puddle Jumping

Charlotte looked ready for a Fourth of
July barbecue.

Charlotte had behaved so well all
year, yet she decided in the final hours
before Santa came that she would
throw in the towel for the “nice list.”
Thankfully, Santa took pity on her and
us all, realizing she didn’t understand
the need for the appropriate wardrobe
when jumping in muddy puddles.

A moral of the story? Get your cra-
ziest kid in her car seat first and take
her out last. That’s the least opportu-
nity for trouble.

The greatest lesson of all? It doesn’t
matter what we're wearing, or what
we're doing for the holidays. It’s about
togetherness. This year, I'm hosting
my entire extended family. If we're all
blessed with health and able to gather,
that’s really all that matters. The rest
is just gravy on my Christmas turkey.

Lauren Burke Meyer is a Severna
Park native who was inspired to write
Lauren’s Law as a humorous play on the
well-known Murphy’s Law adage: “any-
thing that can go wrong, will go wrong.”
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Grab dinner and
a holiday gift

Gift card purchases can be made inside
the store, online or through the App.

Find out more at www. FLSlawyer.com & Follow us on Facebook
Community Association questions answered at www. FLSlawyer.com/blog/

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park, Maryland 21146
443-906-0117 | tfeliner@fisiawyer.com | www.FLSlawyer.com

+Morning, Afternoon & Evening «Women only groups

Intensive Outpatient Treatment (IOP) «Therapy & Meds management in
«Continuum of Care & conjunction with treatment

MAT groups «Outpatient Detox for Opiates with
-DUI/DWI Court Approved Program Suboxone or Vivitrol
- Family & Friends Education + Psychiatric Evaluations

Support Group «Anxiety, Depression & Bi-Polar treatment

For a prompt, confidential appointment, Contact us Today!

New Life is in-network with most insurances and Maryland Medicaid accepted.

4231 Postal Court - Pasadena, MD 21122 Severna Park

410-255-4475 | www.newlifeacs.com www.SPCFA.com 511 Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park, MD  410-647-6232

Looking for a Priceless Gift?

Give a priceless gift they'll remember for years to come that

will provide them guidance when they need it most!

For about the cost of a weekend getaway, you can give your family peace of FRM/[E

mind and a plan for life’s unexpected events. A will or estate plan is not only

important for seniors, it's also critical for families with young children. ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Our 2021 Gift of Planning package includes everything your family needs for Charting a course for lifes legal journeys.

peace of mind and, for a limited time, free access to our

; r
exclusive ePlan365 platform. Schedule Your Consultation Now!

Pasadena | Annapolis | Stevensville

To learn more, purchase your Gift of Planning, or to schedule a 410.255.0373
consultation, visit our website or scan the QR code. Your . .

FrameandFrame.com




DECEMBER 2021

SEVERNA PARK VOICE

More for your senior living

ONLY AT HEARTLANDS

Heartlands has your wish list

Discover the gift of Five Star Senior Living, at
Heartlands at Severna Park. We are proud fo
give seniors more, every season of the year.

Thank you for your support in 2021!

HEARTLANDS
ASSISTED LIVING AT SEVERNA PARK

FIVESTAR*SENIOR LIVING™

715 Benfield Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

410-729-1600

www.HeartlandsAssistedliving.com
] ©2012 Five Star Quality Care, Inc.
r.-‘LiLl, é\'m'mw

o

ASSISTED LIVING e MEMORY CARE

REHABILITATION e SHORT STAYS

Round Bay Sailing Season Finale

ound Bay
Mary Marta RSailing
Round Bay Sailing Associa-
Association tion (RBSA) had

arousing race
season this year;
weather played
an important
role and the
club found
itself canceling
four races for
thunderstorms
and possible
tornadoes, more than had been done in
years. Also notable were the number of
boats that sailed in each race (on some
Wednesday evenings, 20) and the new
scoring system, the ORR-Ez.
The high-spirited club culminat-
ed the 2021 season with an awards
ceremony at the beach at Arden on the
Severn. The main event at each annual
awards ceremony is High Point for
the season. High Point is based on an

Skipper Chris
Drury and
tactician Meredith
Hillyer won the
RBSA 2021 High
Point Cup.

algorithm that considers overall partic-
ipation in the season, the number of
boats and results per race. This year’s
winner of the coveted prize was Hye, a
Johnson 18, skippered by Chris Drury,
who often single-handed. When Chris
wasn't sailing solo, his new fiancé,
Meredith Hillyer, crewed and provid-
ed tactics.

The club awarded other prizes as well.
Kevin Lister of Winsome Ride, a Bavar-
ia 46, took the Corinthian Award, given
to the sailor who best exemplifies the
Corinthian spirit. Kevin was instru-
mental in developing our new rating
system. The single-handed CRASH race
prize went to Don Snelgrove, skipper of
Himmel, a Dehler 39. The Commodore’s
Trophy for highest standing in three
annual charity races went to Quintet,

a Cal 25 skippered by Mike Miller. The

Red Lantern award, given to the boat

that can appreciate that other forms of

enjoyment can be combined with sail-

ing, went to Blew by You. The Schock
Harbor 25, skippered by Les
Trachtman, received the
award for last in high point
scoring - usually the best
prize since it’s a bottle of
Bermuda rum, not a pickle
dish. Finally, Jambo, a Cal
27 skippered by Jim Hyatt,
received the Most Improved
award, for having made the
greatest leap in high point
standings in the past year.

While boats are being

hauled out now, skippers
and crew are contemplating
the April 2022 season opener
on April 20, 2022. Check us
out: www.roundbaysailing.
com. Feel free to join the
excitement!

Chamber Kicks Off Holiday Season

» Continued from page 1
for the first time, was impressed with
the event.

“We had no idea what to expect and we
saw a huge crowd, mostly families and
kids,” said Dougherty. “This is the perfect
small-town event that we were looking
for when we moved here.”

Severna Park Elementary School
teacher Lori Repko said it was great to
attend the event and feel normal after
two difficult years.

“It’s nice to be able to talk to people
safely,” said Repko. “It’s nice to see
people that we know and give hugs to all
your friends that you don’t get to see all
the time.”

The event featured performances
from the Dance Center of Severna Park,
Creative Force Dance Center and the
Severna Park Elementary School chorus.
Treats were provided by the Toast of
Severna Park Toastmasters Club and
The Big Bean.

“The Big Bean was serving cider and
hot chocolate and had brought seven
containers and wound up going through
17 containers,” said League.

This year, the Severna Park Mod-
el Railroad Club was back in action
for children to enjoy. The Grinch and
Santa Claus also made an appearance
for photos.

“It’s very festive,” said Rachel Benney,
who has attended the event since she
moved to the area three years ago. “You
get to meet different vendors from the
neighborhood and just kind of enjoy the
company of the community.”

The event has become a community fa-
vorite. League is excited to be a part of it.
“We are so lucky to have a supportive
community with families who enjoy local
events and participate,” said League. “It’s
fun to organize these events because I

know the community will attend.”
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Unmatched Success Guiding Families
Home in Severna Park and Arnold

#] Real Estate Team in Anne Arundel County 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021
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David Orso Team of Compass Real Estate

8 Evergreen Rd

Severna Park, MD 21146
O: 443.372.7171

david@davidorso.com

THE

THE DAVID ORSO

PRIVATE CLIENT
NETWORK TEAM

nationwide referral network at Compass OF COMPASS REAL ESTATE

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not
guaranteed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 24 Annapolis St, Annapolis, MD 20814 | 410.280.1646 REALTOR
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WINTER

Severna Park lost an icon on
January 24 when Lillian “Lil”
Shelton died at age 9o after having
a stroke. The head coach of Sever-
na Park field hockey from 1975 to
2011, Shelton led the Falcons to 31
county titles, 29 regional titles and
20 state championships.
Shelton’s daughter Lorie Hankins
played for her mom on Severna
Park’s softball team. “She brought
out the best in every player,”
Hankins said. “She made them
work hard but they had fun. She had a great record, yes but her legacy is the
values she taught ... [the girls] knew she cared about them as people, not
as players.”

When the Polar Bear Plunge was restricted to a virtual event, Garry’s
Grill owner Eddie Conway planned his own plunge on January 30 to
support Special Olympics Maryland. With the help of other businesses, he
raised $35,086. On the same day, the Ben Oaks community plunged, collect-
ing roughly $2,300.

Good Neighbors Group (GNG) also made a big charitable impact in the
community. The nonprofit’s fourth annual 2021 S(o)uper Bowl saw re-
cord-breaking success from February 4-7, distributing over 20,500 items to
local food pantries.

Erika Robuck released her seventh novel, “An Invisible Woman,” in Feb-
ruary. The historical fiction novel is about a real Baltimore woman who was
a spy in Nazi-occupied France during World War II.

The wait for public school students and their families was finally over as
kids started returning to school on March 1. One student, eighth-grader
Lily McCallister from Severna Park Middle School, was recognized in a big
way. As part of the Prudential Spirit of
Community Awards, she was named Top
Youth Volunteer at the middle level for her
work with oyster restoration in the Mag-
othy River and Chesapeake Bay.

Accomplishments weren’t limited to
young members of the community. Dr.

William Collins, a psychologist for over

40 years, created 120 paintings from the
beginning of the pandemic through March
2021. At the age of 83, he took a hiatus
from seeing patients and instead pursued
his true passion, art.

“Fall” sports returned in the spring, with Severna Park’s
football, field hockey and soccer teams going a combined 9-0-1
to kick off the season. Juanita Williams also had plenty to cel-
ebrate. On March 27, she turned 100 and had a ceremony at her
daughter’s home in Whitehurst. Visitors included family, over
60 neighbors and friends, and Anne Arundel County fire and
police vehicles.

To raise money for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS),
Severn School sophomores Lilly Hughes and Sage Christensen
led a campaign nicknamed “Admirals in Action.” They raised
$68,000 for LLS.

While in-person school and sports returned, so did area
theater programs. Stage & Screen Studios filmed “The Point,” a
10-episode thriller inspired by the Netflix series “Outer Banks.”

April 12 brought the end of Maryland’s go-day legislative
session. Most notably, lawmakers tackled issues of pandemic
relief; police, education and unemployment reform; and new
avenues of tax collection through sports betting and a digi-
tal ad tax.

Speaking of digital content, the Netflix series “Tiger King” was a subject
on the March 12 TOTs podcast of Severna Park resident Ben Gardner, who
interviewed Carole Baskin.

“It’s like they say, don’t meet your heroes because it’ll ruin that,” said
Gardner. “Well, never meet your villains because meeting Carole Baskin
was insane.”

The Severna Park High School graduating class of 2021 was met with a
surprise when they learned that parents were throwing them a prom at
Kurtz’s Beach since the official prom was canceled. In other school news,
the Severna Park High School drama program’s performance of “Bad Au-
ditions...On Camera” won big at the virtual Maryland Thespian Festival in
April, getting both Outstanding Vocal Work and Outstanding Ensemble.
Students also broke the Severna Park High School fundraising record by
collecting $27,000 for Make-A-Wish Mid-Atlantic.

After moving from place to place during his youth, Alex Bouffard came
to Severna Park, not far from his former home in Shipley’s Choice, to start
Saints Church.

At St. Martin’s-in-the-Field, the head of school, Jamey Hein, announced
he was leaving after seven years of loving service and steady leadership.
Charlie Sachs was later chosen as the interim head of school.

Near the end of the school year, Jake Gelfand was named the 2020-2021
Gatorade Maryland Cross Country Player of the Year, joining other athletes
who have been ranked as the state’s best in their respective sports.

“It’s been four years of just grinding with my teammates and having the
support system to help me through these
last four years,” he said. “It just shows
that if [ can surround myself with the
right people and if I put in the work, the
sustained grind can take me to places that
I never thought I could go to.”

The Severna Park boys had a strong
showing at the Maryland state track and
field championships, tying for second
place with Howard at the event, held June
18-19 at Prince George’s Sports & Learn-
ing Complex in Landover.

Severna Park’s baseball team made it to
the state finals, suffering a heartbreaking
5-4 loss to Sherwood on June 18. One day
later, the Broadneck girls lacrosse team
won the 4A state title, 12-11, over Arun-
del at Loyola University’s Ridley Athlet-
ic Complex.

That same field was the site of the 4A
boys lacrosse state championship later
that evening. The Severna Park boys
seized their fifth straight title with an 11-3
win over Catonsville. It was all Severna
Park as Charlie Evans scored a Class 4A
state championship record seven goals,
Colin Shadowens won 14 of 15 faceoffs,

and the defense kept Catonsville off the board for nearly three quarters.

“It speaks to everyone buying in,” Evans said after the win. “The coaches
kept preparing us; the younger guys kept stepping up.”
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Severna Park High School shortstop Jackson Merrill was drafted with
the 27th overall pick in the 2021 Major League Baseball draft by the San
Diego Padres on July 11. With that selection, Merrill became the highest
drafted player from Maryland since the Oakland Athletics took former
Arundel High School and University of Maryland infielder John McCurdy
26th overall in 2002.

“They told us a long time ago, 2 percent of the people ever make it this
far,” said Jackson’s mom, Jennie. “Now, we're here. He’s climbed to the top
of the first mountain, but there are more mountains to climb.”

Another Severna Park resident made statewide news in July: Elaine Rice
Bachmann was named the Maryland state archivist.

On July 18, the community learned of the death of Dick Ladd, a former
councilman in District 5. He was 80 years old.

“He cared deeply for our community and worked tirelessly to take care
of Anne Arundel County citizens,” Elizabeth Rosborg said. “He will be
missed by all of us whose lives he touched with his positive energy and
enthusiasm.”

Runner Matthew Centrowitz and windsurfer Farrah Hall, Broadneck
graduates, both represented the United States during the Olympic Games
in Tokyo. A former gold medalist, Centrowitz came in ninth place during
the second semifinal and did not qualify for this year’s gold medal race.
Hall finished 15th overall in her sport.

Before the fall sports season began, Severna Park High School wel-
comed a new athletic director, Dave Kauffman. September also marked a
big milestone for Severna Park native Aaron Yealdhall, also known as the
singer-songwriter Skribe. On September 4, he scored one of his biggest gigs
ever: opening for Darius Rucker at the Wolf Trap music venue in Virginia.

The Severna Park Voice celebrated its 4oth anniversary in September.
Closing out the summer, the Voice staff helped organize a new festival, Art
in the Park, at Café Mezzanotte on September 19.

FALL

A new school year saw many students return to buildings, but one fa-
miliar face was not at Severna Park High School. Beloved school resource
officer Alex Swartz retired because of lingering injuries suffered from two
previous incidents of being struck by drunk drivers.

“It would be selfish of me to be in a career where I am tasked with helping
people,” he said. “I have always looked at the job as having 2,000 kids,
teachers and staff members. I always told myself if I couldn’t step into
every situation and handle it, I would step away.”

Severna Park resident Ken Brady celebrated his 100th birthday on Octo-
ber 9. While he marked 100 years of age, a new restaurant, JB’s, marked its
official opening in the Park Plaza shopping center.

The Severna Park and Broadneck football rivalry took on a new meaning
October 15 because the game was voted to be a Ravens RISE High School
Football Showdown. Professional quarterback Trace McSorley and Ravens
cheerleaders attended the game, adding to an electric atmosphere during a
48-14 Bruins win.

The Republican State Central Committee of Anne Arundel County voted
on October 25 to nominate Rachel Muiioz to fill a House of Delegates va-
cancy in District 33.

“At the end of the day, we all want the same things in life,” she said when
asked about working with Republicans and Democrats. “We want a safe,
happy place to raise our families. We want great education for our children.
We all want the same things; we just have different ways of going about
it, and Ilook forward to having those conversations and working to find
common ground and win-wins for everyone.”

Advocates of later school start and dismissal times won big when the
Board of Education of Anne Arundel County approved a shift to take place
when the 2022-2023 school year begins next fall.

The year ended on a high note for several sports teams. Although the
Broadneck girls soccer team lost a state finals match to the Walt Whitman
Vikings, 2-1, on November 20, they still had a great season. The Severna
Park boys captured a state title in cross country and the field hockey team
continued their reign of success by winning a championship, 2-o over Win-
ston Churchill, on November 13.

“This team, for this year, I think we had the best defense that I've ever
had,” said coach Shannon Garden. “Our defense definitely got us to this
point, and I'm sure, won us this game. It’s a stellar backfield and a stellar
goalkeeper.”

Those are just some highlights from 2021. Thank you for sharing your stories
with us over the past year. We can’t wait to see what 2022 has in store.

Favorite Posts On Social Media

While we had our favorite stories of the year, so did our followers online.
Here are some of the stories that got “liked” the most and that generated
the most discussion.

FACEBOOK

Jackson Merrill Draft-
ed By Padres

1,000 likes, 49 shares,

71 comments

Offer Swartz Retires
358 likes, 52 shares, 94 comments

Brightview Residents
Take “Shots”
191 likes, 13 shares

Kiley Curran Sells Coco
Bombs To Help UM BWMC
107 likes, 18 shares, 8 comments

Cicadas Around Severna Park
16 likes, 60 comments

INSTAGRAM

SPHS Field Hockey Champs
270 likes, 11 comments

Saying Goodbye To
“Lil” Shelton
112 likes

JB’s Provides Lunch
To Veterans
51 likes
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CPAs & ADVISORS

WE ARE NEW A BOUTIQUE IN ANNAPOLIS
TOWN CENTER, COME SHOP WITH
US FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

H®L]DA£ ¢ 1915 Annapolis Town Center Blvd, Suites 130

Annapolis, MD 21401

570 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd. ® Severna Park, MD 21146

410.647.7777 * www.gardinerappelgroup.com e e = seit 10Em =l Sun et = G

f @stardustdeluxeboutique

SHOP NOW for
2022 Delivery

*furniture lead times range
from 12 to 36 weeks

The Outdoor, Living Expents! ~
FHENITUre
Personal IFEMANIES R BOWIS
Design Consultants
1CALEISESLIIIS
PI2za 0vens
aCIrIgeration
JULoon
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Hours: Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm | Saturdays by Appointment 410-696-7300 | www.aokitchens.com 741 Generals Hwy Suite 100, Millersville, MD 21108
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Anne Arundel Team Places
Third In Fish 4 A Cure EAGLE } TITLE
Now serving clients at our
Severna Park branch.

No matter which office you choose,

you will find customer-focused
settlement officers and staff,

Fish 4 A Cure raised more than $380,000 in 2021 for cancer care services award winning title SErvices, and
at Luminis Health Anne Arundel Medical Center. The Liff, Walsh & : :

Simmons/Eagle Title team, Reel Counsel, was honored to fish alongside rehable, tlmely settlement schedules.
the 62 registered boats, finishing third in the Paul C. Dettor Captain’s
Challenge, raising $46,476. SETTLE WITH THE BEST
The Reed Counsel team was comprised of Anne Arundel County residents,
many of whom live in Severna Park or Arnold. Team members included
(I-r) Eagle Title president James Walsh; Nick Clark; Joel Wotell; Mike 410-2066-3600
DuVall; Liff, Walsh & Simmons paralegal Susan Hannon; Eagle Title chief letitlell
operating officer John Miller; Eagle Title director of marketing Erin eagletitielic.com
McNaboe; Jeff Kelly; Eagle Title vice president Brad Walsh; Brad Annapo]is | Severna Park
Benjamin; and Ryan Blades. Not pictured are Chris Sheppard and Jon
McGowan, associates at Liff, Walsh & Simmons.

The first-place boat in the Paul C. Dettor Captain’s Challenge, LaxFish,
raised $108,225, breaking a fundraising record.

MaidHealthy Donates To SPAN

Are your legal affairs
in order?

The Estate Planning & Administration
Practice Group at Liff, Walsh &
Simmons offers a full range of estate
planning services with an emphasis
on each client’s unique circumstances.

Our attorneys work closely with
individuals and families to ensure that
their estate planning portfolios are
carefully tailored to address their

particular financial needs and family Gregory J. Ferra
dynamics. Director Estate Planning &

Administration Practice Group
Call Greg Ferra for a personal, 410-266-9500

confidential consultation. glerra@liffwalsh.com
MaidHealthy owner Robert Wade presented a $1,000 check to SPAN’s
director of development, Michele Sabean, on November 22. “I am ,
pleased to be able to support such an important local Severna Park VV ere here to help.

nonprofit organization that serves so many people in need in our
community and local surrounding areas,” Wade said. “MaidHealthy is

very happy to do our part to help!” liffwalsh.com | 410-266-9500
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Services Calls, Lighting Installations,
Cenerators, EV Chargers & MUCH more

Call Today For Your
Complimentary
In-Home Estimate

SEVERNA PARK'’S -
PREFERRED ELECTRICIAN & [l (410) 204-4448
Licensed & Insured BBB All Installations Come With A 1-Year Guarantee

ACCREDITED
| BUSINESs

Service@ChesElectric.com www.ChesElectriccom [ f

FRNM THFE MERCHANTS AT PARK PI A7Al

FOOD & BEVERAGE HEALTH & BEAUTY

JB’s Bar & Grill « Honey Baked Ham & Café ATI Physical Therapy « Chesapeake Hearing

Kyoto Japanese Steakhouse « Ledo Pizza « Mezeh Creative Force Dance Center « Dr. Paul W. Gill, D.P.M.

Mediterranean Grill « Mi Pueblo « Noodles & Company ~ Podiatrist « Hair Cuttery « Hand and Stone Massage &

Park Tavern « Smoothie King « Subway « Sullivan’s Facial Spa « Image Creators « Kwon’s Tae Kwon Do

Cove » The Breakfast Shoppe « Taco Bell Multi-Specialty Health Care « Olde Tyme Barber Shop
Park Fitness « Park Pharmacy « Planet Fitness « Priority

GIFT SHOPS & RETAIL Care Clinics « Severn River Dental Health Center

Dance Supplies Etc « Five Below « Franklin’s Toys Split Ends « Sports Clips « Top Nails

JOANN Fabrics & Crafts « Marc Todd Jewelers « Music

& Arts « Park Home « Severna Park Kitchen & Bath PROFESSIONAL SERVICES & BANKING

Side Street Framers « T-Mobile s The Axe House Coldwell Banker Realty « Edward Jones « Long & Foster

The Cottage « The UPS Store « Wild Bird Center Real Estate « M&T Bank « Mathnasium « The Pup Camp

United Title & Escrow

550-582 Governor Ritchie Hwy., Severna Park, MD 21146
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Holiday Events Unite The Community

Fence & DECk Connection

Hosts Clothing Drive

Mago Vista Enjoys
Families were treated to cocoa, sweet snacks, pictures with Santa, Shop Local Event

pony rides, a bonfire and more when Fence & Deck Connection held its
15th annual holiday clothing drive on December 4. The event benefited
the Blue Ribbon Project, which serves abused and neglected children.

Holiday in the Park, an event at Mago Vista Park on December 4, gave
area businesses and neighbors a chance to gather. Top Left: Cari
Wheatley, the owner of Soaking Treasures, showed off her homemade
soaps alongside her husband Steve, the owner of 50 East Remodeling.
Top Right: Morgan Lucas, the owner of Red Aspen, helped organize the
holiday themed shop local event to reach more people with her small
business. Below: Also showing off their wares were John and Susan
Buechling, owners of Susie’s Shabby Chic Creations.
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Here At SPAN, Every Act Of Generosity Counts

Michele Sabean i:ifeogl?sto
Director of Thanksgiv-
Development ing weekend,
SPAN Inc. very thankful
for time with
family and the

food we shared
together. In the
weeks leading
up to Thanksgiv-
ing, it was very
clear to me that
the holiday was
approaching, and this year, it was not
because of stacks of cranberry sauce and
marshmallows greeting me at the grocery
store or Christmas decorations at every
other store, but because of the increased
activity level at SPAN.
With SPAN’s Holiday Caring pro-
gram, our community provided over
150 Thanksgiving food baskets for local
families in need. Throughout the week, as
those meals were being picked up, many
community groups such as the Colchester
neighborhood, Woods Child Development
Center, Chartwell g Hole Golf Group, Cub
Scout packs 855 and 955, and Caropreso
Real Estate Team were dropping off food
they had collected. As these donations
were being dropped off, we also had an
increase of clients and lots of appreciation
for the food and turkeys being shared!
We at SPAN have alot to be thankful
for — especially for our community! Thank
you for all you do for SPAN. Every act
of generosity counts and everybody has
something to give.

©

ANNE ARUNDEL
COUNTY

We are thankful for the many who
donate food and toiletries through their
school, church, business, community
or civic group and also for all of those
who stop by to drop off a bag or two — it
all adds up!

We are thankful for all of those who
donate financially including businesses
such as Maid Healthy and civic groups
that pool their resources to give like
Chartwell Garden Club and SUN Net-
working Group and also for individual
donors, who are currently our largest
source of funding.

We are thankful for the many who give
of their time - our volunteers log many
hours interviewing clients and stocking
our pantry.

We are thankful for our partnerships
with local businesses and community
groups — such as Diehl’s Produce, Severna
Park Lanes and Greenway Bowl in Oden-
ton, Landmark Roofing and the Severna
Park High School drama department.

As we take time to reflect on the last
year plus, we celebrate how much we
have helped each other and our neigh-
bors. We thank you for all you have done
to keep SPAN open and serving people
throughout the pandemic and especially
in this transition from the pandemic. For
many of our clients, this time of transi-
tion, as some of the supports are being
lifted, is more difficult. For local families
who are not able to get enough food to
eat, pay their utilities, or pay their rent
or prescription costs, SPAN is here to
help. Please call 410-647-0889 between
10:00am and 12:45pm Monday through

Thursday to see if you are eligible for food
or financial assistance.

Together we feed. Together we give.
Together we help. Every act of gener-
osity counts, and everybody has some-
thing to give.

SPAN (Serving People Across Neighbor-
hoods) is an independent nonprofit food
pantry and emergency services provider that
has been helping local families with eviction
prevention, utility turnoffs, medical/pre-
scription bills, and food since 1990. SPAN

serves 14 zip codes in Anne Arundel Coun-
ty. SPAN is located behind Our Shepherd
Lutheran Church at 400 Benfield Road in
Severna Park. Hours are Monday through
Thursday from 10:00am-12:45pm. For more
information, call 410-647-0889, email
spanhelps@yahoo.com or visit www.span-
helps.org. Financial donations may be made
through the website. Food donations may be
dropped off anytime using the storage bin
behind SPAN’s building. Please “like” SPAN
on Facebook!

Asbury Church
Assistance Network
(ACAN) held its annual
Thanksgiving dinner
giveaway on November
17. With help from the
Maryland Food Bank and
Anne Arundel County
Fire Department, ACAN
provided 329 families
with turkey, chicken, the
fixin’s, water and more.
Included in that number
of families served were
seniors and disabled
community members
who had their food
delivered by ACAN.

ACAN Makes Thanksgiving

Possible For Families

Shore United Bank is Docking Soon
in Anne Arundel Gounty

Beginning February 22, 2022, Shore United Bank will be expanding its
footprint with 7 new locations in Anne Arundel County.

We are a full-service community bank with innovative & convenient
services with 22 locations in Maryland, Delaware & Virginia.

ShoreUnitedBank.com

877-758-1600

MEMBER

FDIC

CURRENTLY SEVERN BANK

ANNAPOLIS, CROFTON, EDGEWATER,
GLEN BURNIE, LOTHIAN, SEVERNA PARK




SEVERNA PARK VOICE

DECEMBER 2021
Fair Oaks Turkey Bowl Is A Beloved Community Tradition

Story and photos by Zach Sparks
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

ith the exception of 2020, every Thanksgiving in Fair Oaks over the last
decade has started the same way: with stretching, the national anthem

roaring through a speaker, and a game of competitive seven-on-seven flag
football between neighborhood dads at Folger McKinsey Elementary School.

This year’s Turkey Bowl was a shootout with the even-month-birth dads (Evens)
edging the odd-month-birth dads (Odds) 45-40 after two 25-minute halves of action.
Bryan Wasserman intercepted a pass in the end zone with two seconds remain-
ing to seal the victory for the Evens. Tim Merritt led the Evens with three receiving
touchdowns, while Odds quarterback Chris Jones connected with Kyle Harrison for

two scores to keep the game close.
While the Evens claimed bragging rights, the real incentive for playing each year
comes from the opportunity to meet new neighbors.

It’s great how it brings neighbors together and then tears them back apart,” Ben
Meredith joked. “It’s [also] a great way to burn calories before eating all day. I moved
into the neighborhood in 2014. I grew up in Fair Oaks, and I didn’t expect to have the
adult friendships that I do. We hang out all summer at the pool, we hang out in the
winter and do stuff like this.”

Ahandful of Fair Oaks kids participate by holding flag sticks and down markers
while cheering for their dads. Along with the Fair Oaks softball game on Memorial
Day, the Turkey Bowl is an anticipated activity.

These two sporting events keep the year interesting, strengthening our bond and friend-
ships,” Merritt said.

This year, the players suffered “only three minor injuries,” according to Merritt. Those were
a dislocated finger and two strained hamstrings.

All neighborhood dads are invited to play, although more than half were high school or

college athletes. Merritt, for example, played college basketball. Jones was a college quarter-
back, and Harrison played professional lacrosse.

Adam Williams has lived in Fair Oaks since the second grade, not counting his time
in college.

“We definitely take on the mantra, ‘It takes a village,” Williams said when asked what
makes Fair Oaks special. “It’s very family oriented and everyone helps each other.”

Clockwise from top left: Bryan Wasserman rolled to his right before attempting a
pass. Tim Merritt caught three touchdowns including this grab in the first half. Sixth-
grader Matty Curtin held the down marker. Kyle Harrison stiff-armed a defender.

ONLINE ORDERING
CATERING

NOW

BOOKING
HOLIDAY DINING FHIOLIDAY
SVENTS
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The Benefits Of “Mortgage Local”

'm a pro-
Tony Leighty I ponent of
Mortgage buying local.
Consultant Not only does
First Home it make me feel
Mortgage good, but the

quality of the
product also
tends to be a
bit sturdier. The
term “buying
local” itself
conjures up
emotional ties
to your commu-
nity, and at a deeper level, the actual
families who are connected to these
businesses.

But what does it mean when buying
local doesn’t involve commodities?
What does it mean to buy local on a ser-
vice? A financial service for that matter?
What does it mean to “mortgage local?”

There are direct benefits and indirect
benefits of “mortgage local.” Let’s take a
dive into one from each. Direct benefit:
local market knowledge. Special down
payment assistance programs are usually
hyper localized. The Maryland Mort-
gage Program is a state-run program to
help make the initial investment into
homeownership more affordable by
providing down payment assistance.
There are many tiers of the program, but
the design is to help people with down
payment funds. The direct benefit to the
borrower would be the funds obtained
from these programs and can be the
difference between becoming a home-
owner or not. A local lender would have
the knowledge of these programs, over a
nationwide lender.

Indirect benefit: peace of mind.
Generally speaking (and this can be
subjective by interpretation, but I'm
speaking for myself), your local mortgage

professional will care more deeply for
their clients as they live in the commu-
nity they serve. We have a responsibility
to help one another, to look out for our
neighbors, and it’s more apparent when
your clients can literally become your
neighbors. Our kids play on the same
teams, we shop in the same shopping
centers, we share the same values. With
peace of mind comes the assurance that
you'll be advised in your best interests,
you'll be communicated with, and you’ll
be able to get answers to your questions
quickly. Merely answering the phone

on an evening or weekend can go along
way to establish trust and peace of mind
for someone dealing with quite possibly
their largest financial transaction of
their lives. It’s something that’s inherent-
ly unquantifiable but incredibly import-
ant, nonetheless.

Let’s face it, home mortgages aren’t
exactly the most exciting thing in the
world. Most people perform a home
transaction every seven to 10 years, so
the terminology isn't something that you
are entirely familiar with. Some take it as
an overwhelming experience. One that
they just want to get over with because
the end game is a new home. They suck it
up and do whatever is needed to finalize
it just to get to the closing table. For me,
that’s an awful take on it. You would
think that with something so significant,
you'd want to remember it in a positive
light. It’s the experience for me. That’s
what I've always wanted to bring to the
table, and at its core, that’s the essence of
what it means to mortgage local.

For a one-on-one mortgage consultation
for your next purchase or refinance, contact
Tony Leighty at tleightyefirsthome.com or

443-623-3882.

Pets And Divorce: Who Will Have Custody Of Rover?

By David V. Diggs, Esq., Lisa
Bogan-Reohr, Esq. and Rachel
B. Fabrizi

hen a couple makes the
heart-wrenching decision to
separate, there are countless

issues to address. Not too far down
that daunting list, they may ask, “Who
will provide a home for the family
pet?” If the parties cannot come to an
agreement on various issues, including
pets, the court may have to make the
final decision.

While perhaps antiquated, Mary-
land law predominantly treats pets as
personal property: If divorcing couples
cannot agree on who keeps the pet, the
initial question is one of ownership. If
the family pet is owned by one party,
the inquiry ends there. The owner
keeps his or her property. If the pet is
jointly owned, as many are, the issues
become more complicated. Ultimately,
if the parties are unable to agree on
the jointly titled pet, it will be sold,
and the proceeds are split.

In 2010, a Calvert County judge
ruled that the divorcing parties were
to split custody of the family dog. His
decision ordered that each party have
the dog for six months at a time. The
judge acknowledged that both parties
loved the dog equally and that “the

only fair thing to do was give each one
equal chance to share in the love of the
dog.” It is noteworthy that the Prince
Frederick couple consented to having
the trial judge decide the “custody”

of their dog. Absent such agreement,
there is no mechanism under Mary-
land law permitting such an award.

In a 2013 New York case, the tri-
al judge held that “a strict property
analysis is neither desirable nor
appropriate” for pets in a divorce case
and that “the standard to be applied
will be what is best for all concerned.”
The judge allotted the parties a full day
to “prove” not only which individual
would benefit from having the dog in
his or her life but also why the dog had
a better chance of living, prospering,
loving and being loved in the care of
one spouse over the other.

As the result of a change several years
ago to Maryland’s domestic violence
statute, a judge may order “temporary
possession of any pet” in granting a
protective order against an abuser.
Issues related to pet custody may also
be mediated by divorcing parties.

Pet custody law is similar to that
related to child custody, but not as
fully developed. Several factors may be
considered: who bore the major respon-
sibility of caring for the pet’s need’s

(feeding, walking, grooming, taking
the animal for veterinary care) when
the parties were together? Who spent
more time interacting with the pet on
a regular basis? Who paid the veteri-
narian bills?

When divorcing, parties may enter
into a separation agreement. As part
of this agreement, they may agree on
who has possession and custody of a
pet. They may agree to share custody.
They may set up a visitation schedule,
requirements for transportation, the
division of costs, etc. The parties may
agree upon a veterinarian and decide
who will be responsible for the sched-
uling, transportation and payment.
They should also consider laying out a
process for an end-of-life decision.

Ifyou are contemplating separation
or divorce, with or without pets, you will
have many questions. You should consult
with an attorney who is familiar with this
area of the law and who will assist you in
making informed decisions. David Diggs
is experienced in all facets of family law.
Ifyou need further information regarding
this subject, contact us, The Law Office
of David V. Diggs LLC, located at 8684
Veterans Highway, Suite 204, in Millers-
ville. Call 410-244-1171 or email davide
diggslaw.com.

Do I Have
An Estate?

Nicole T. Livingston, Esq.
Council Baradel, Attorneys at Law

s we enter into the new year,
Anow is a great time to prioritize

creating or updating your es-
tate plan. A question I often get asked
is, “Do [ have an estate?”

People sometimes think they do
not have an estate, or their estate is
too small to require estate planning.
Everyone who owns an asset has an
estate. The first conversation when
meeting with a prospective client is
to review the assets they own.

What assets are included
in your estate?

Real estate usually comes to
mind first. The title of the real estate
is determined by looking at the deed,
not the deed of trust. The deed of
trust is the mortgage and does not al-
ways reflect who owns the real prop-
erty. The deed describes the grantee
or the buyer of the property.

If you are married, the property
may be held as tenants by the entire-
ty, which is a unique ownership for
spouses only. If you own property
with another person who is not your
spouse, then the real estate will be ti-
tled either as joint tenants with right
of survivorship or tenants in com-
mon. This is important to determine
because tenants in common owner-
ship passes according to your last will
and testament, or through the intes-
tacy statute if you did not write a will.
Joint tenancy automatically passes to
the other person named in the deed.
We also need to value the contents of
the property as part of your estate.

Cash accounts such as checking,
savings, certificates of deposit,
and money market accounts are
included in your estate. Again, we
need to look at the title of the asset,
whether you own the account in your
name alone or jointly with another
person. Other investment assets such
as brokerage accounts, stocks, bonds
and mutual funds are like cash assets,
and we need to determine how these
assets are titled, as well. Also includ-
ed in your estate are retirement ac-
counts, such as IRAs, 401(k), 403(b),
TSP and annuities.

Other assets include the val-
ue of your life insurance policy,
vehicles and boats, and business
ownership.

Everyone has an estate whether
it is large with multiple accounts
or a person who owns a single
checking account in their name.
Planning as to who should receive the
assets, when they receive the assets,
and how they receive the assets is
important to all clients. Whether you
have a modest estate or a large estate,
you need to have an estate plan.

Nicole T. Livingston is an estates
and trusts attorney in Annapolis with
extensive experience helping individuals
and families plan for their future. Reach
Livingston at 410-268-6600 or living-
ston@councilbaradel.com.
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CAR ACCIDENT?
Wishing you and

Turn to Frank & Bill's to
take care of your auto
repair needs!
ours a
410-255-DENT YOS
13368] Merry Christmas
and Happy

New Year from

Savvy Consignment!

2
3
S
5 CONVENIENTLY
‘Cf LOCATED AT:
5 3306 Mountain Rd
W Pasadena, MD
553 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD 21146 410.647. 1636
savvyconsignment.com

Mon 10-4, Tues-Fri 10-6:30

“ntaiy Ry
Sat 10-5, Sun 10-3

Visit our website to see our work!
FrankandBills.com

"> Side Street Framers gift gallery ™

%f Locally owned and operated.
Great selection of Lifetime make perfect gifts for
that special someone!

Candles and art to make
your house feel like a home!

Featuring work
by Jane Ferguson

Artwork by
- Photo Restoration

Kim Hovell
Specializing In:
e Custom Picture - Locally Made
Framing Arts and Gifts
- Shadow Boxes - And Much More!
410-544-9050 | 558-B Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park
www.sidestreetframers.com
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ARNOLD OFFICE

We Are Getting

Back On Track!

NOW OFFERING
EVENING HOURS

SAME DAY
APPOINTMENTS
AVAILABLE

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Thank You For Voting
Us Best Medical Practice!

Your Care Is Our
Primary Concern

1509 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012

410.757.7600

Is Your Home Ready For
An EV Charger?

Lauren Langer

lectric
vehicle
(EV) sales

Marketing :
Manager are on the rise,

Chesapeake and more and
Electric more people

are considering
installing an EV
charger in their
home. But be-
fore you make
the investment
in the charger,
it is important
to assess if your
home is ready for an EV charger to be
installed.
EV chargers are classified into three
categories: Level 1, Level 2 and di-
rect current (DC) fast charging. One
distinction between these three levels
is the input voltage; Level 1 uses **%20
volts, Level 2 uses 2°%40 volts, and DC
fast chargers use between 200 and 600
volts. Level 1 and 2 chargers are meant
for residential use while DC fast char-
gers are typically available at commer-
cial sites and along highways.

THINGS YOU NEED TO
CONSIDER TO ENSURE
YOUR HOME IS EV READY

Do you have sufficient
electrical capacity?

All Level 2 electric vehicle supply
equipment (EVSE) models on the
market require substantial power,
usually several times the require-
ments of an electric range, a central
air conditioning or heat pump system.
To be more precise, power is how fast
energy is used or transmitted, and in
the case of a Level 2 charging unit, this
is a lot of power. It is especially a lot of
power if you consider that the EVSE
will probably be operating at the same
time the range, heating, or cooling
system might be operating, so you'll
need to make sure that you have suffi-
cient electrical capacity to handle the
EVSE along with these other electric
appliances.

Generally, charging electric vehicles
can easily double or triple the overall
power load of a house. And, even if the
dwelling has sufficient power coming
into it, it might still be necessary to
upgrade the electrical distribution
panel or other equipment at your
home. Installing a Level 2 charging
station for your electric motor might
not cost anything if you already have
a 14-50 outlet or could cost between
$500 to $2,500, depending on if it will
require an electrical power upgrade in
order to generate enough power.

Are you plugged into
your home standards?

EV chargers are available in both
hardwired and plug-in versions. Some
of the plug versions use the same stan-
dard plug as a cooking range (NEMA
14-50), which is not the standard plug
for a dryer, which is NEMA 14-30,

and the chances are high that you
probably do not have a NEMA 14-50
outlet already installed at your desired
charging location, so expect to hire a
licensed electrician to install a plug
for your Level 2 EVSE unit, even if you
have adequate power.

If you're a multiple-car family, you
might want to look to the future when
you install your EVSE. If you do have
the available capacity, it may be a
good idea to install a higher amper-
age circuit than what the EVSE can
deliver, or what your current EV can
accept. That way, in the future when
you have two EVs, you won't have to
upgrade the circuit or possibly add a
second one.

What does your
municipality require?

It’s important to note that some
municipalities do not permit the
installation of a plug version of the
Level 2 EVSE even if the charging unit
is UL listed, so you should contact
your municipality to find out if it
allows a plug version or requires a
hardwired version. There is usually
an electrical inspection department,
which can answer questions about
specific requirements. However, some
electricians will take care of all those
issues for you. Ideally you should look
to work with an electrician who will
get the permit and the inspections set
up and ensure you pass all inspections,
as that is a hassle that you likely don’t
have the time for.

Does your panel have the
load available to just add
to the EV charger?

An EV charger typically uses as
much if not more power than a HVAC
or dryer, which can be a large strain on
a panel that is already nearing its ca-
pacity limitations. To ensure you have
enough power, you will likely need to
have a load calculation done, which
is something that is best done by a
licensed and insured electrician with
experience in doing this. But if you are
a do-it-yourself person, you can, and
there are online sources to help you do
this; just keep in mind that there are
serious implications if you calculate
incorrectly.

Do you have a suitable
location to install
the charger?

If you can, install your home charger
close to your electrical panel. Your
electrician may need to run conduit
from your panel to where you will
charge, and a lot of conduits can get
expensive. Installing your charger
close to your garage door may make
it easier to charge multiple cars, and
a weatherproof charger rated for
outdoor use gives you the flexibility to
install indoors or outdoors depending
on where you want to park. So, itis a
matter of what makes most sense for
you and your home.
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Shop Maryland And Save
For The Holidays

s comp-
Peter troller,
Franchot I always
Maryland support ini-
Comptroller tiatives that

strengthen our
local businesses
and help hard-
working taxpay-
ers keep extra
cash in their
pockets. More
than ever due
to the economic
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, I
am urging everyone to shop Mary-
land and save for the holidays.
In fact, I am personally challenging
everyone to commit to purchasing at
least 50 percent of their holiday gifts
from locally owned businesses. I per-
sonally plan to buy 100 percent locally.
Coupled with the ongoing issues
with America’s supply chain, there
has never been a better time to grab
that gift from the shelves of your local
retailer while you can. And if you use
your Maryland-based credit card to
purchase the gift, you’ll save and be
rewarded even more!
Are you worried if you purchase
your holiday gifts online, they may not

arrive on time? Well, shopping locally
solves that dilemma. Plus, you get the
bonus of personalized attention from
your friends, family and neighbors
who work there! When you spend your
money locally, alarger percentage of
that money stays right here in Mary-
land, building back our economy and
communities.

With the holiday season upon us,
there is no better time to take advan-
tage of the abundance of great deals.
I am thrilled to once again partner
with Maryland credit unions that
are offering fabulous incentives to
shop at local businesses and save this
holiday season. Each credit union
is offering different rewards for its
members, so check with your finan-
cial institution to see how you can
save on interest rates or rack up extra
reward points.

Planning your holiday feasts? Pur-
chase your ingredients at local inde-
pendent grocers like Geresbeck’s, An-
gel’s Food Market or Graul’s Market.

Need something special for a sig-
nificant other? Splurge on something
shiny and sparkling at Marc Todd Jew-
elers, a day of relaxation at Face It! Spa
and Wellness or a gift to suit all tastes
» Continued on page 27

Celebrating Adoptions

ational
Scott Poyer N Adop-
Clerk of the tion
Circuit Court, Day is one of
Anne Arundel my favorite
County days in the

courthouse. We
do adoptions
throughout the
year, but many
people may not
be aware that
the week before
Thanksgiving
each year,
we designate a day to celebrate all
adoptions. This year’s celebration on
November 18 was a private ceremony
via Zoom instead of our usual public
in-person celebration. But it was a
celebration nonetheless, of all the
children who were adopted into new,
loving homes and the generosity of
the parents who adopted them.
Adoption touches almost all of us
in some way. In the United States,
there are approximately 150,000
adoptions each year. And throughout
the country, over 2 million Ameri-
cans are adopted. Almost everyone
knows someone who was adopted,
whether it is a member of their own
family, a friend, or an acquaintance.
The list of notable people who have
been adopted is long and includes
such familiar names as Jack Nichol-
son, Willie Nelson, Steve McQueen,

Marilyn Monroe, John Lennon,
Steve Jobs, Babe Ruth, Simone Biles,
and the list goes on and on. But
whether they are famous or not, the
millions of adoptees in America are
an important part of the fabric of
our nation.

The first National Adoption Day
was held in 2000, and involved a coa-
lition of partners from nonprofit or-
ganizations, state and local agencies,
and the courts. Today it is celebrated
in over 400 cities and towns across
the United States. To date, nearly
75,000 children in the foster system
have been united with their forever
families on this special day.

As many adoptions as there have
been, though, the need is still there.
More than 125,000 children are
waiting to be adopted from foster
care in the United States. If you are
interested in adoption, the Maryland
Court System has information on
the web at www.courts.state.md.us/
legalhelp/family/adoption. And there
is information on the People’s Law
Library at www.peoples-law.org/adop-
tion. Information is also available
from the Maryland State Depart-
ment of Human Services at www.dhs.
maryland.gov/adoption. And locally,
information is available from the
Anne Arundel County Department
of Social Services at www.annearun-
delfostercare.com.

» Continued on page 24

Murnoz Pledges To Bring
“Dialogue Of Cooperation”
To House Of Delegates

By Zach Sparks
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

law clerk, a mother of four,
Aand now a Maryland delegate

representing District 33 — Ra-
chel Mufioz has reached every goal
she has imagined so far.

Her latest aspiration became a
reality in October when the Re-
publican State Central Committee
of Anne Arundel County chose her
as its nominee to replace Michael
Malone, who was appointed to the
Anne Arundel County Circuit Court.

As she prepared to start holding
office hours on November 17, Mufioz
shared her priorities: “repealing tax
increases that drive businesses out
of Maryland, helping small business-
es that create so many local jobs,
improving our environment,” and
several others.

“Most importantly, I want to bring
a new dialogue of cooperation to
the issues confronting our state,”
she said in a statement. “It is time
to stop the name-calling and the
political gamesmanship so we can
get things done.”

Murtioz shared her background
and plans during an interview with
the Voice.

Q: You graduated from Sever-
na Park High School and are
now raising your family here. In
your opinion, what makes this
such a great community to live
and work in?

A: I think it’s really the people.
We have phenomenal people here.
Everyone here is so welcoming, so
kind, so willing to help out their
neighbors. We have a lot of extended
families here, and I think you really
see that in our communities, in our
schools, even in our businesses.

We really look out for each other
and support each other, and I think
that’s what makes this the best place
to raise a family.

Q: What does it mean to you to
serve District 33?

A: Honestly, it is the honor of a
lifetime to serve in my community
and give back to this community
that has given me and my family so
much. I'm truly humbled by this op-
portunity and I am hustling; I have
gotten to work immediately, and
we're excited to try and help make a
difference and make an impact here
because this community, again, has
given me and my family so much.
And so the ability to serve and give
back is such an honor.

Q: You probably had an idea of
your priorities, whether it was
reducing taxes or protecting

Rachel Murioz

the environment, but did you
learn anything new while knock-
ing on doors?

A: Honestly, it has been an inter-
esting process because I started on
this path about two and a half years
ago. Like you said, my priorities were
taxes, supporting small businesses,
public safety and education, and now
that we have kind of come through
the pandemic, those are still the
priorities that people have at the
top of their minds when I'm knock-
ing on doors.

People are concerned about
keeping our streets safe; they’re
concerned about inflation and taxes;
and they’re concerned, I think, more
than ever, about the education of our
children. So, I'm hearing the same
things over and over again. It’s been
an interesting experience.

Q: With a Republican governor
and a Democrat-majority Gen-
eral Assembly, we’ve seen that
there can be compromise to help
all Marylanders. How can you
gain the needed support for your
priorities?

A: I think it’s actually been an
inspiring process for everyone. I
have supporters of my campaign and
the work that I do from all across the
political spectrum. My background
before studying law was actually in
counseling, and so communication
and working with people is one of
the things I love to do, and so I look
forward to the challenge.

But I think at the end of the day,
we all want the same things in life.
We want a safe, happy place to raise
our families. We want great educa-
tion for our children. We all want the
same things; we just have different
ways of going about it, and I look for-
ward to having those conversations
and working to find common ground
and win-wins for everyone.

» Continued on page 24
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am so pleased that Rachel

Mufrioz has been selected as
our new delegate in District 33,
replacing Michael Malone, who
was recently appointed to the
circuit court by Governor Hogan.
She will bring new ideas and new
energy to the General Assembly.

I had a chance to watch her
interview. I was very impressed
with her knowledge and commit-
ment. As a mother of four, and
a recent graduate of University
of Maryland Law School, she
understands what is at stake
and how we need to preserve our
freedoms and improve public
safety. She has been campaign-
ing for the House of Delegates
for almost two years, so she is
dedicated to serving the people
of our area. We can trust her to
be our voice.

Please join me in congratulat-
ing our newest delegate — Ra-
chel Mutioz.

Amy Leahy — Severna Park

Inclusive Schools Week

D ecember 6-10 marks
the 21st anniversa-
ry of Inclusive Schools
Week. During this week,
school districts across
the country are working
to educate their staff,
students, and parents
about what it means to
be inclusive. Inclusive is
not about being politically
correct. It is about making
sure that our country’s
educational system works
for all students, including
students with culturally
and linguistically diverse
backgrounds, students
of low socioeconomic
status, and students with
disabilities.

Research has consis-
tently demonstrated that
inclusive teaching practic-

es are not about teaching
to the lowest common
denominator but rather
ensuring that the class-
room offers opportunities
for all children to succeed.
Inclusive teaching

means presenting infor-
mation in ways that are
relevant and meaningful
to every student. Discus-
sion, hands-on learning
experiences, and inqui-
ry-based projects are all

examples of inclusive
teaching practices that
have, again and again,
been shown to improve
academic achievement for
all students. Education
Team Allies encourages
each school in the central
Chesapeake region of
Maryland and across the
nation and globe to join
us in celebrating Inclusive
Schools Week and recog-
nizing those teachers who
are already making their
curriculum relevant for
every child. To celebrate,
please visit www.inclusive-
schools.org.

Beth Nolan
Co-Founder/Principal,
Education Team Allies
Information provided by

Inclusive Schools Network

Murioz Pledges To Bring “Dialogue Of Cooperation” To House

» Continued from page 23

Q: You said you are hitting the
ground running, so what do the
next few weeks look like for you?

A: We have been working hard
to set up our offices. We have been
getting orientations on the technol-
ogy the General Assembly uses. I got
to sit in on my first legislation Zoom
meeting for the Anne Arundel Coun-
ty delegation meeting. So that was
livestreamed to the public and we
got to hear a lot about the bond bills
that are coming our way to support
different nonprofits this legislative
session. And so, we're excited.

We've been hearing from people in
the community. We've gotten hun-
dreds of emails from people having
issues with children in schooling.
I've gotten some messages from
veterans, and I got some scholarship
requests already, so we're definitely
excited to get to work.

Q: You mentioned some of the

ways to make an impact out-
side of sponsoring legislation:
grants for nonprofits and also
scholarships. But is there any-
thing you look forward to trying
to pass this session or is the
mindset more focused toward
getting your feet wet and seeing
how it goes?

A: There are a number of things
I am excited to work on. There are
some initiatives with the Anne
Arundel County Farm Bureau that
I am going to work on with other
delegates and senators. There is actu-
ally a cool project at the Crownsville
Patient Cemetery.

When I worked at the Anne Arun-
del County crisis response team, I
worked in those old buildings, so I
have seen the conditions that the
patients lived in. I found out that
a lot of the patients in the graves
there are actually numbers; they’re
not given names. And so, this small
group has spent 14 years finding

Celebrating Adoptions

» Continued from page 23

Here in the Anne Arundel Coun-
ty Circuit Court Clerk’s Office, we
have a small but dedicated trust and
adoption department that handles
adoption cases. [ am proud of the
work they do throughout the year
helping children and families. Their
behind-the-scenes work makes all
the adoptions in Anne Arundel
County possible. And once each year,
they volunteer extra time and energy
to put on a National Adoption Day
celebration. One of our local tra-
ditions for National Adoption Day
is putting together gift baskets for
the children being adopted, and the
baskets have items donated from

the staff. We don’t do it because we
have to; we do it to make the day

a little more special for the kids
and families.

If you know someone who adopted
a child or helped make the adoption
possible, please take some time to
thank them for giving one of the
most profound gifts anyone can give.
And to all the adoptees and their
parents out there — happy belated
National Adoption Day!

Scott Poyer is the clerk of the
Anne Arundel County Circuit Court.
The opinions in this article are the
author’s and do not necessarily
represent the views of the Maryland
judiciary.

out the names of every patient and
they’re hoping to put up a memorial
with everyone’s names on it. That’s
a project I really look forward to
helping with. These people deserve
to have their names on their graves.

Q: You also mentioned your of-
fice hours — Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. Is that during State
House hours?

A: We will be there when the State
House is open, but we also realize
people might be working 9-to-5 jobs,
and so we're going to be flexible. The
way the House of Delegates build-
ing is working, you have to have
an appointment to come in right
now, because of COVID. So we have
our email, our website, our phone
number — everything is up online
— so we're encouraging people to
call, shoot us an email, schedule
an appointment for a day and time
that works best for you, and we
will be there.

Q: Is there anything else you
would like people to know about
you or anything that might sur-
prise people?

A: [ guess the thing that is unique
about me is a lot of times when I
first started out, people thought,
‘Well, you have so many young
children. How can you do some-
thing like this?” And a lot of people
know I have a law degree from the
University of Maryland School of
Law, but they don’t realize this was
a second career for me, and I actu-
ally started school with three small
children. Our fourth child was born
my second year of law school and
... I graduated on time, having my
husband’s support and the sup-
port of my children. We're all in
this together.

Q: It probably takes a lot of
support and patience from those
around you to do such a self-
less job serving the community,
with all the hours and effort
that it takes?

A: Yeah, but they are right there
with me. We did the Severna Park
Fourth of July parade this year and
we went to Cape St. Claire Strawber-
ry Festival and my kids are like, ‘I
want to put the candy in this bag and
then we’ll switch.” They’re out there
handing out candy; they absolutely
love being in the community.

Q: Is there anything else you
would like to share?

A: I'm just really excited to get to
work. When I first thought about
contributing in this way a couple
years ago, I liked legislation and laws
and being able to practically help
people in our community. The cam-
paigning part was my least favorite
part of it, so 'm excited to get to
work and be out in the community.

I was able to go with Senator Ed
Reilly and present citations to four
inspiring young men who were
promoted to the rank of Eagle Scout.
These types of opportunities to
support the community and support
the amazing work that is being done
here is what I am most excited about.
So, if anyone wants to reach out to
the office or email, let me know what
we can do, and we’ll be there.

Rachel Mutioz and her husband,
Andrew, are raising their four children
in Severna Park. She has been active in
her children’s school, on her community
homeowners association board, and as
a board member of the Severna Park
Republican Women’s Club.

Contact her office at 410-841-3510 or
rachel.munoz@house.state.md.us.
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BALTIMORE SCORES.
YOU SCORE.

Score a winning rate with a

GOAL MAKER SAVINGS
ACCOUNT

For each passing touchdown Baltimore scores during the 2021 regular and
playoft football season, the savings account interest rate increases by .05%.

Happy Holidays from
Stahley Thompson Homes!
We look forward to seeing you in 2022

ArundelFederal.com
410.768.7800

ARUNDEL Member Ashley Earle 410 279 4597 | aearle@ttrsir.com
FDIC Jennifer Chino 4434949091 | jchino@ttrsir.com
k\\ FEDERAL stahleythompsonhomes.com
Annapolis Brokerage 410 9417009
SAVINGS BANK

* Interest rate increase only applies to Tier 1 balances $0.01 to $2,500.00 during the regular PRO football ,
season and playoffs. Tier 2 balances over $2,500.00 will earn the current statement savings rate. Tiered TT R ‘ SOtheby S

Annual Percentage Yield may change the Wednesday after The Big Game. Fees may reduce the earnings on INTERNATIONAL REALTY
the account. Not available for Payable on Death, Non-Personal, or Retirement accounts. Minimum $5 to
open and minimum balance of $5 to avoid monthly service charge. One account per Tax ID Number (TIN).

Other transaction limitations apply, refer to Truth In Savings disclosure. Interest rate may change at any time. Sotheby's International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby's International Realty Affiliates LLC.

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. TTR Sotheby's International Realty fully supports the principles of the
Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Ot team cd growing !

We are thrilled to announce that

Daniel Cason, OD

has joined our practice!

Dr. Cason is a residency trained optometrist
with a special interest in cataracts, glaucoma,
and other eye conditions. He is currently
o accepting new patients. Call us today!

SEVERNA PARK
2024

‘S RUTZEN

EYE SPECIALISTS
& LASER CENTER

www.RutzenEye.com  410-975-0090
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Coming Soon!

MAY YOUR HOLIDAY The Severna Park Voice

SEASON BE will publish its Health,
Beauty & Fitness
magazine in

December. This

glossy magazine,
featuring insight

from local experts

on the latest in

health, wellness

fitness and beauty,

will be direct-mailed

to more than 24,000
homes in the local area.

INSURANCE lx

BUSINESS | AuTo | HOME | BonDs | HEALTH | LIFE

moraninsurance.com ® 410.384.4884
696 Ritchie Highway ® Severna Park, MD 21146

| facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
B @sPVvoice

P.0. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146 spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
410-647-9400 www.severnaparkvoice.com

av

Our Family ServinoaYourEamily

S

With professional,
compassionate care

From Residential Assisted Living to
Alzheimer's Care, at Spring Arbor,
our teams nurture each resident's
independence by promoting dignity
and choice within a setting of
compassionate care.

Spring Arbor of
Severna Park

345 Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146
410-544-7774

5y (b, SoTorAssstediing & Memory Core 1t's how you live that matters
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Shop Maryland = Parents Rally Against AACPS BOE Restrictions

And Save For
The Holidays

» Continued from page 23
at The Cottage.

Looking for the latest bestseller or
comic book? Find it at Park Books or
Twilite Zone Comics.

How about one more gift for the
kiddos? Franklin’s Toys has something
to entertain all ages, while Soccer Post
or Bulldog Schwinn & Sports are sure
to have something for your bud-
ding athlete.

You can always buy a gift certificate
to your favorite locally owned restau-
rant, brewery, distillery, winery, art
gallery or live music venue. Or give the
gift of an annual membership to one of
Maryland’s many museums or family
destinations like the Maryland Zoo or
National Aquarium.

I could go on and on, but my point
is no matter what or who you're
shopping for, you can purchase it at
a local retailer or organization that
supports local jobs and invests in the
local economy and has the items in
stock now.

So as you cross off items on those
gift lists — and check it twice — make
sure to shop Maryland and save for
the holidays! I personally want to
hear about how you shop Maryland
and save, so email your stories and
photos to me at pfranchot@mary-
landtaxes.gov.

By John Singleton

n November 15, Kerry Gillespie
O spoke about “parental choice” at

the Anne Arundel County Board
of Education public session. Other than
eye-rolls, she said she has received no
feedback from the board members in
attendance.

“The public pleas, phone calls and
emails from school parents to Superin-
tendent George Arlotto and the Board of
Education have been ridiculed, belittled
and admonished for months,” said Gilles-
pie, a mother of four, including a daughter
at Magothy River Middle School.

Dana Schallheim, who represents Dis-
trict 5, disagreed with that assessment.

“I take constituent services very seri-
ously,” Schallheim said. “T often spend my
nights and weekends talking to parents
and teachers, and my family can attest to
this. It sometimes gets in the way of fami-
ly, so I find that comment unwarranted.”

With acrimony spilling into the public
square, it’s clear that effective commu-
nication between parents and the Anne
Arundel County school board has hit an
all-time low. According to the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC), anxiety among
teens is on the rise.

“More children have been hurt by
self-harm than COVID,” said Severna
Park resident Chris Acton, whose son is a
senior. “The social restrictions, policy flip-
flops and administrative inconsistencies
have placed a terrible burden of anxiety
on our children.”

With homecoming dances canceled,
classes disrupted and asymptomatic

We can conduct all business via
phone, online and Zoom or in person.

Call today for an appointment!

8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 302 - Millersville, MD 21108
0:410-244-1189 F: 443-543-6360
Email: info@diggslaw.com  Website: www.diggslaw.com

students quarantined, many parents be-
lieve the Anne Arundel County Board of
Education is hiding behind propriety and
procedures to prevent public discussion.

“The school board picks who speaks,”
added Lisa Smith of Severna Park. “They
determine the subject matter. They cut
people off when they don’t like the direc-
tion of the conversation.

“By silencing parent and student voices,
they are practicing a form of bullying,” she
continued. “Many parents and children
are afraid to speak.”

Some parents claim they have been
blocked on social media.

“We have a right to comment about
what’s happening in our schools,” Smith
said. “Proper decisions can’t be made
when you're only hearing comments that
you agree with. Blocking parents from
social media is censorship. I have a child
in the system, and I have a right for my
voice to be heard.”

In Anne Arundel County, only 9.4%
of students 19 years of age and younger
have been vaccinated according to www.
aacounty.org/coronavirus. According to
www.maryland.gov, 268 out of 82,777 total
AACPS students have tested positive
for COVID as of November 17. The state
website reports zero Anne Arundel
County student mortalities associated
with COVID.

“The lives of our children have been
turned upside down,” Gillespie said.
“Healthy teenagers are being treated like
senior citizens with multiple comorbidi-
ties. Our schools are getting into test-
ing, policing and segregating students,

while publicly touting ‘unity days’ and
inclusion.”

Starting on November 22, a new flurry
of COVID testing was introduced for
employees and student-athletes through a
partnership with Capital Diagnostics.

“Medical privacy for student-athletes is
out the window as they are asked to take
COVID tests twice-per-week at school,
disrupting their normal academic and
athletic routines,” Smith said. “This public
display of vaccine status intensifies isola-
tion, anxiety and bullying.”

According to the CDC, an uptick in sub-
stance abuse, eating disorders and emer-
gency room visits for attempted self-harm
is being experienced across the country.

“The relationship between the school
board and parents is completely dysfunc-
tional,” Acton summarized. “The lack of
transparency on how decisions are made,
the confusion about priorities, and the
silencing of parent voices are inconsis-
tent with an elected body supposedly
established to represent the citizens of
their district. This has a direct impact
on the physical and mental health of our
children.”

Schallheim said she and her fellow
board members are doing their best
in a tough environment created by
the pandemic.

“Every member of this board takes
their job seriously, with students as the
focus of our decisions,” Schallheim said. “I
understand people are unhappy with the
restrictions, some of which are mandated
by the state, but all we’re trying to do is
serve our students.”
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All We Need For Christmas

By Stephen Mitchell
Trinity Bible Church

he scenes were shocking. Festive
I holiday lights were overshadowed

by the lights of police cars and
ambulances. Sights of band members
and dancers bringing Christmas cheer
turned into sights of people running in
fear and chaos. The sounds of jubilant
joy turned into shrieks of screaming
as a Christmas parade in Waukesha,
Wisconsin, turned into a tragedy of
unimaginable horror, pain and sense-
less violence.

What adds to the heartbreak is that
this community, not unlike our own,
was coming together to find some
Christmas spirit amidst the long shadow
of COVID, intensifying division and po-
larization that has saturated our nation,
economic hardship that has affected so
many, a mounting mental health crisis,
and a lack of neighborly love and civility
that is now increasingly becoming the

norm in our society. They were looking
to have something to celebrate, they
were looking to find some joy after two
years of hardships. They're not alone.

Have you noticed that this year, per-
haps more than any previous year, more
people have decided to put up Christmas
decorations early? I'm personally a “one
holiday at a time” kind of guy. At our
home, we've always put up our decora-
tions after Thanksgiving, yet even my
wife and I gave in to the demand for
Christmas early and have started listen-
ing to the holiday classics station in her
car. But why?

On our social media news feeds, many
of our friends have been broadcasting
that they’ve decided to put up their holi-
day decorations early, and they've all had
the same reason: Between COVID and
everything going on around them and
in their lives, they wanted something
to be “merry” about for longer than the
typical month. It’s like we're all so worn

down and exhausted inside and just
want to capture the wonder, the warmth
and the joy that comes with this time of
year for as long as we can.

As we get older, we care less about get-
ting items on sale from Best Buy, Kohl’s
or Walmart and more about things that
don’t come from Amazon Prime. We are
less satisfied with what the world has to
offer us, and yet we continue to want,
continue to buy, to date, to party, to
pursue pleasure and escape, all the while
remaining wanting. We want that spirit
of Christmas to distract us from reality,
but we continue to fail to realize that
what we really need is the Christ who
is the wonder of Christmas, Christ who
brings the warmth of love that is far bet-
ter than any Hallmark Christmas movie.

It’s Christ who fills your heart with joy
unspeakable that permeates your soul
to such an extent that you could face
tragedy, discouragement, difficulty and
darkness while having an inner strength
that sustains you and overflows your
heart with peace when you have no nat-

Meet The Pastor: Matthew Hanisian
St. Martins-in-the-Field Episcopal Church
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ural reason to do so.

On the night he was born into our
cold, cruel and broken world, the angel
who appeared to the shepherds declared
that there is one reason we can take
heart despite the evil and hatred all
around us, one reason we can have hope
when all seems lost and hopeless, one
reason that we can have faith in the face
of fear: “For unto you is born this day in
the city of David, a savior who is Christ,
the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11).

The question each of us must ask
ourselves is if we are willing to make
room in our hearts for the child born in
Bethlehem, because whether you realize
he is the one you really want, he is the
one we need.

“I don’t want a lot for Christmas; there is
just one thing I need.” — Mariah Carey

Stephen Mitchell is the senior pastor of
Trinity Bible Church in Severna Park. He also
is the host of a regular podcast, “Real Chris-
tian Talk with Pastor Steve,” available on all
podcast platforms.

he Severna Park Voice is
helping the community
learn about the pastors at
the many churches in the
area. This month, we got to know

in-the-Field Episcopal Church.

ow long have you been at St.
Martin’s-in-the-Field?
I've served as the rector at St. Martin’s-
in-the-Field since May 2016.

hen did you decide that you
wanted to be a pastor?
Like a number of people who eventu-
ally hear God’s call to the priesthood, 1

part of a decade. My father is an Episco-
pal priest, and growing up, [ was asked
several hundred times if I was going to
be a priest like him. My answer was al-
ways an emphatic “no!” Finally, in 2006,
I came to the realization that I needed
to be a priest and serve God. Ever since
saying “ves” to God, my life has been far
greater than I could ever have asked or
even imagined.

hat is your favorite thing
about being a pastor?

My favorite thing about being an
Episcopal priest is being in relationship
with so many wonderful people. On
a deeper note, [ feel truly blessed that
people trust me to walk with them
during times of great fear, pain or suf-

happiness. Also, baptisms are always
special moments in my priesthood.

ow long have you been at St.
Martin’s-in-the-Field?
I've served as the rector at St. Mar-
tin's-in-the-Field since May 2016.

Matthew Hanisian from St. Martin’s-

resisted that call from God for the better

fering as well as in times of great joy and

Matthew Hanisian, pictured while leading a youth pilgrimage off the coast
of Caldey Island, Wales, has served at St. Martin’s since 2016.

an you tell me about a mo-
ment in your life where your
faith grew?

About five years ago, l was leading a
group of youth and adults on our annual,
week-long Appalachia Service Project
(ASP) mission trip. At one of the evening
gatherings, an adult leader commented
to the group that everyone in the room
was there because I had introduced ASP
to their churches — there were youth
and adults from the Episcopal Diocese of
Washington where [ had served previous-
ly, and youth and adults from St. Martin’s,
about 120 people total. My faith grew not
because of the recognition, but because
[ saw how many young people were
learning how to put their faith into action,
loving their neighbor as themselves as
Jesus commands us, and seeing what real
change they could make in the world by

doing so. It was truly a holy moment.

o you cook? What is your
favorite meal?

[ can cook and love to cook; every-
thing on the grill is my specialty. That
said, being married to a Parisian-trained
French chef means that I'm not the best
cook at our house ... by a long shot.

f you'’re not at church or at home,

where could we probably find you?

You can probably find me on a golf
course, working on the rule: “one chip;
two putts.”

id you pick up any quarantine
projects or hobbies?
My son and I built a coal forge in our
backyard, and we took up blacksmithing.
We've since upgraded to a propane forge

and enjoy banging metal into all kinds of
shapes, knives and implements. The best
part is that we've shared this hobby with
several other friends and their sons, so we
have a growing community. Being a “mak-
er” is both creative and very satisfying.

hat’s a fun fact about you
that most people don’t know?
Kurt Vonnegut and I took a stroll
once, ahead of a lecture he gave at Indi-
ana University — quite an interesting
and entertaining half hour.

o you follow sports? What is
your favorite team?

[ try to follow sports. My favorite two
teams are the Indiana Hoosiers men’s
basketball team and the Cincinnati
Reds, my hometown baseball team.

hat is an item on your “bucket
list” that you haven’t check
off, but really want to?
I'would like to restore a classic British
convertible at some point in my life.

hat is your favorite type of
music to listen to?

Ilike to listen to a variety of music. But
right now, I seem to be listening to a lot of
blues: T-Bone Walker, Elmore James and
John Lee Hooker primarily.

hat is the best thing about St.
Martin’s-in-the-Field?

Of course, the best thing about St.
Martin’s is our parish family. But, in par-
ticular, the best thing about St. Martin’s
has been our ability to change and adapt
how we do practically everything “church”
while continuing to grow and become
even more vibrant than we were before
the pandemic. Truly the holy spirit is
present here.
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Photos by Zach Sparks
Left: To reach the finals, the Falcons
beat Dulaney 4-1 in the state
semifinals. In that game, senior Zoe
Day (far left) played keep away to
preserve the lead, while midfielder
Gen Mullervy played stellar defense
and added a score.

By Conor Doherty

everna Park field
S hockey climbed to the

top of a familiar peak,
winning their record-ex-
tending 25th state title in
a 2-o win over the Winston
Churchill Bulldogs on No-
vember 13. This is their sec-
ond title under head coach
Shannon Garden, with the
Falcons winning in 2019.
The next closest school in
terms of state titles is Po-
comoke, which won its 20th
this season.

Cold weather and a sizable
crowd at Washington Col-
lege didn’t faze the Falcons,
who took control of the
game early and never gave
it up. The Falcons’ grasp on
» Continued on page 39

Bruin Girls Soccer Falls Just Short With Loss In State Final

By Madeleine Stern

he Broadneck Bruins were nearly
I perfect during the fall 2021
season, but despite being nearly
perfect, they fell just short of achiev-
ing their ultimate goal.

The Walt Whitman Vikings beat the
Bruins 2-1 on November 20 in the 4A
MPSSAA girls soccer championship.
The game at Loyola University marked
the fourth and fifth state tourna-
ment appearances for the Bruins and
Vikings, respectively. Both teams had
impressive records. The Bruins had
an undefeated season until the final
game with a record of 17-0-1 and the
Vikings had a strong record of their
own, 14-2-1.

The game was evenly matched at
the outset, with both teams showing
agility and aggression, but momentum
shifted in Walt Whitman’s favor after
the Vikings scored an early goal.

“The first five or 10 minutes, we
always want to score that first goal
because that’s how we play,” said Walt
Whitman senior forward Delaney
DeMartino. “Every time we get that

Photo courtesy of Dennis McGinley

The Bruins had an undefeated season until the final game with a record of 17-0-1. At the state final, they cherished the moment.

first goal, we have a good feeling.”

In the seventh minute, freshman de-
fender Evelyn Javers sent a through
ball upfield to sophomore forward

Gemma Davitian. Davitian’s shot to
the bottom right corner of the goal
was outside the reach of Broadneck
senior goalkeeper Mason Smargissi,

and the Vikings went up 1-o.

“I don’t remember much,” Davitian
said. “I took one touch. I didn’t even
» Continued on page 36



STUDENT-ATHLETE OF THE MONTH

Kate Murphy
St. Martin’s Cross Country

By Conor Doherty

t’s impressive to see what Kate Murphy
Ihas done in her first year ever partici-
pating in cross country. Running for St.

Martin’s-in-the-Field, she has finished second
in every race she has run this season. This
wasn’t the first time she had taken up a run-
ning sport, though. In fourth grade, Murphy
tried track and field but felt it wasn’t for her.

“I’ve always enjoyed running throughout el-
ementary school and I just needed something
to do after school,” she said. “I decided to give
it a try and if I didn’t enjoy it, I wouldn’t do it
next year, but I really got hooked on it.”

Despite this being her first year doing cross
country and being the only eighth-grade
female runner, Murphy has already taken a
leadership role on her school’s cross country
team. She sees her leadership style as being
a combination of leading by example and
being a moral and support leader for her fel-
low runners.

Beyond just running, Murphy enjoys how
it is both an individual and team-oriented
sport. “Before each race, we would getina
group and everyone goes around and says
what their goal is for the race that day,”
said Murphy. “Cross country, you’re mov-
ing around alot, it goes by quickly and your
teammates are very supportive.”

Next year, Murphy will run for the Sever-
na Park Falcons cross country team. “I’'m

Despite this being her first year doing cross
country and being the only eighth-grade

female runner, Kate Murphy has already taken

a leadership role.

(44

No matter how fast you run, it’s
your personal goal that matters.
You could get last place, but as long
as you did better than your last
race, it still counts as a great job.”

— KATE MURPHY

looking forward to it,” she said. “I wanted
to run more, and going into high school,
even though it might be a challenge or more
difficult, I think that it’ll be good for me be-
cause it is a challenge and I like to do things
where I have to push myself to do them and
work for it.”

Murphy thinks doing cross country beyond
high school might be possible, but even if she
doesn’t continue past that level, running will
still be a part of her life moving forward.

And for those who are thinking of joining
cross country, Murphy says to just do it. “Go
ahead and sign up and do it,” she stated. “If
you really don’t like it, you can just do it for
that season. You're putting in effort and
you’re trying to be there for your teammates,
knowing that they are there to support you
no matter how fast you run.

“No matter how fast you run, it’s your
personal goal that matters,” she said. “You
could get last place, but as long as you did
better than your last race, it still counts as a
great job.”

In partnership with The Matt Wyble Team of Century 21, the Voice’s Student-Athlete of the Month series recognizes the many student-athletes in our area who make an impact not necessarily by way of
statistics or stardom, but by their unique contributions. Contact Zach Sparks at zach@severnaparkvoice.com to nominate a young person in our community making a positive impact through sports.

Student-Athlete
of the Month
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MWT Executive Committee from left to right: Lynn Peaper, Mentor - Jessica Verde,
Listing Coordinator/Mentor - Matt Wyble, Team Leader - Joe Smith, Mentor

Sally McGuire, Dir. of Marketing - Yun Ale, Contract Coordinator - Stacey Gembicki,
VP of Operations. Not pictured: Karen Murphy, Mentor
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Activities will include: Gymnastics,

Monday, Dec. 27th
Tuesday, Dec. 28th
Wednesday, Dec. 29t
Thursday, Dec. 30t
Friday, Dec. 31st

Winter Wonderland
Dancing Descendants
Frozen Returns
Reindeer Relays

ing In The New Year

Forages3.5andUp 9:00am-2:00pm daily
Tday - 980 « 2 days - $150 « 3 days - 5200 Don't delay.
4days - 9250 « 5 days - $285 Sign up today.

410-987-8780 - 216 Najoles Road, Millersville, MD 21108

251 Naijoles Rd, Suite G
Millersville, MD 21108

410-774-6723

For more info visit
www.2250financial.com

Dance, Games, Arts & Crafts and more!!
Each child will need to bring

afew snacks and a lunch

with a few drinks.

What a wondeful

holiday adventure

for all ages!

John Olson
CFP®, MBA

Financial Advisor
President
US Naval Academy
Grad - 2002

Former
Submarine Officer

10+ Years of Experience

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth
Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Invest
ment Adviser. Fixed insurance products and services are separate
from and not offered through Commonweailth Financial Network.
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From SP To Navy: Brothers
Carry On Competitive Spirit

In his first season with Navy this year, Charlie Kriel finished with seven points
on three goals and one assist along with recording six shots, five being on goal.

By Conor Doherty

hen deciding what university
they wanted to go to, Sam
and Charlie Kriel planned on

not looking far. The Naval Academy
had always been their first choice. For
the brothers, both of whom played on
the Severna Park boys soccer team,
the decision wasn’t always about
extending their playing careers, but
rather, what the Naval Academy
symbolizes.

“The Naval Academy has been a
part of our entire life, growing up in
Severna Park,” said Sam, a junior at
Navy. “Seeing the personality traits
of midshipmen from an outside
perspective, the way they would hold
themselves, I think that was really
inspiring to me at a younger age. I
looked up to that. They were very
mature, respectful people and I'd
never met a midshipman who I didn’t
look up to.”

The Naval Academy is known for
placing high expectations on its mid-
shipmen with regards to academics
and how midshipmen carry them-
selves, but that hasn’t stopped Sam
and Charlie from carrying on their
sibling competitiveness.

“Playing together, it’s the same
competitive nature as if we were play-
ing games at home,” Sam said.

Charlie, a freshman, added, “The
only thing that’s changing through-
out the years is where we are playing
each other. Whether it’s our front
yard, or at the high school fields
during practice or now to here, one
thing that is consistent is we are
together and it’s always nice seeing
a familiar face in the locker room or
around campus.”

While playing soccer is a passion
the brothers share, they see it as an
addition to what they are trying to
achieve while attending the academy.
“Soccer is a bonus of being here, but
also knowing that you're not going
to go any further than here might
hurt some people in the way that
they play,” Sam stated. “It’s different
being here. Even though you might

not pursue
a profes-
sional
career, the
competi-
tive level
of this
place real-
ly push-

es you
every day.”

That’s
why, when
Charlie
started his
journey at
Navy, Sam
offered
some
advice to
help his
younger
brother be
better pre-
pared, ad-
vice that
anyone
thinking
of attending the Naval Academy can
use.

“Do what you're told, nothing more,
nothing less,” Sam said. “A lot of
people overthink things that they are
told and it’s usually something very
simple, so I was able to find success,
doing specifically what I was told, not
having to go over the moon for some-
one but also not underperforming.”

Charlie is grateful to have his older
brother as a mentor, letting him
know what to expect and how to get
through the difficulties of being a
midshipman.

“Having someone who has already
gone through what I'm experiencing
has helped out more than I could
have imagined,” Charlie said. “It’s
also helped me, not blend in, but
never be a worry for the upperclass-
men who are leading me. They know
they’re always going to get the best
out of you. I haven’t second-guessed
or questioned anything I've heard
from him.”

Sam Kriel

Charlie Kriel

Bruins Season Ends With
Heartbreaking 43-36 State

By Conor Doherty

s the football fell harmlessly to
Athe ground, Bruins players looked

stunned and the opposing sideline
erupted in celebration. Playing in the
state quarterfinals against the Charles
Herbert Flowers (C.H. Flowers) Jaguars,
the Bruins lost 43-36 in overtime, coming
up six yards short of extending the game
to another overtime period.

Both teams took a while to get going as
the first quarter came and went without
either of them getting on the board. But
the second quarter brought an offensive
explosion as both teams began to find
their rhythm. The Bruins got the scoring
going on a 1-yard touchdown on 4th-and-
goal early in the second quarter. After
forcing a punt, the Bruins struck again,
needing just one play for senior running
back Davion White to run 55 yards
to double their lead. The Jaguars then
responded with a 52-yard rushing touch-
down to cut the lead to 14-6 with a missed
extra point thrown in.

After the Bruins drove 69 yards in just
four plays to extend their lead to 21-6, the
Jags had their own long drive of 70 yards
as they scored on a 21-yard touchdown
run, punctuated by a Bruins defender get-
ting run over by the Jaguars running back
on the play. The Jags two-point attempt
didn’t succeed, leaving the score at 21-12.
And on their ensuing drive, Bruins senior
quarterback Josh Ehrlich connected
with a wide-open Eli Harris on a 51-yard
touchdown pass to take a 28-12 lead into
halftime. Altogether, the teams scored
six touchdowns on six consecutive drives
with nearly 400 yards of offense between
the teams on those drives.

“We did not think we were the under-
dogs coming into this game,” said Bruins
head coach Rob Harris. “As good as the
execution was in the first half, it was just
as bad in the third quarter.”

The bad execution Harris referred to
was the offense stalling in the third quar-
ter and two badly shanked punts, one of
which traveled 13 yards and the other just
six yards. Both punts set up the Jags in-
side the Bruins’ 35-yard line and they were
able to turn those mistakes into touch-
downs, cutting the Bruins’ lead to two
points, 28-26, entering the fourth quarter.

For most of the second half, Ehrlich
looked rushed and was forcing bad
throws, none worse than the pick he
threw as the Bruins were driving inside
the Jaguars’ 30 yard line. The Jags drove
down the field on the ensuing drive and
took a 33-28 lead. But Ehrlich respond-
ed, moving the Bruins down the field to
retake the lead at 36-33.

“Coach was able to calm me down and
we were able to get into the end zone,”
Ehrlich said.

The Jaguars were then able to get into
field goal range, making a 22-yard field
goal to tie the game. After scoring on a
six-yard touchdown in overtime, the Jag-
uars stopped the Bruins from extending
the game, sending them onto the semi-
finals and leaving the Bruins lamenting
what could have been.

“It was a pleasure to be their coach,”
Harris said. “Enjoy the journey; this mo-
ment was tough for them. But the journey
to that last play is what makes it special.”

Quarterfinals
y Loss

It was a pleasure to be their
coach. Enjoy the journey; this
moment was tough for them.
But the journey to that last
play is what makes it special.”

— ROB HARRIS
BHS BRUINS HEAD FOOTBALL COACH

Photos courtesy of Karen McCassie
Kyle Pierce scored a touchdown for
the Bruins despite tight coverage
from the C.H. Flowers secondary.

Broadneck’s Davion White rushed
for a 55-yard touchdown against
Charles Herbert Flowers High
School in the state quarterfinals.

Photo by Conor Doherty
Nathan Levicki avoided a tackle at
the goal line to score a go-ahead
touchdown.
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Hornets 14U Second Team Ends Season With Championship

The Green Hornets 14U second
team’s undefeated season
culminated with a 16-6 victory
over the Southern Bulldogs in
the championship game.

By Conor Doherty

he Green Hornets 14U sec-
I ond team won the 14U Cen-

tral championship this fall,
beating the Southern Bulldogs 16-6.
For head coach Roy Bowerman, it
was a title four years in the making.
Bowerman had coached some of
the same kids for the previous four
years, having moved up to the next
age group to keep coaching them
each year. About six of the kids he
started out coaching stuck with him
all through the past seasons, with
Bowerman calling them his OG
(original) kids.

“The kids believed in the process,
themselves and each other,” Bower-
man said. “One of my OG kids, who
had been with me from the begin-
ning, came to me as we subbed him

in with about a minute left in the
championship and said, ‘Coach, it
took us four years, but we got here!’
And gave me a big hug. That is what
it is all about.”

Bowerman will miss his team’s
camaraderie. “I hope that they re-
member that hard work and dedi-
cation produce results,” Bowerman
said. “They were dedicated to their

Despite Tough Ending, SPHS
Reached New Heights In 2021

Photoby:ConorDoherty
AfterithelossitoNorthPoint;

severalSevernaPark'seniorsicherished,
themomentwithheadcoachMikelWright®Seniors
included(Er)Harry LentzygKyletonesyanes,
HensonllI¥Aiden MilewskiyAlexMcLain‘and,
(kneeling)AshtortFerrergWhitedMattMarcantont,
JoeDeSimoneand(forefrontNateBrand,

By Conor Doherty

s the clock wound down on a
Afrustrating 28-0 playoff loss

to the North Point Eagles on
November 12, a group of Severna Park
players huddled together away from
the rest of the team. They were mem-
bers of the starting defense, consoling
and lamenting what could have been
but also congratulating one anoth-
er for the kind of season many fans
hadn’t seen in a long time.

The Falcons finished 6-3 this season,

their first season finishing above .500
since 2011. They made the playoffs for
the first time since 2008 and hosted
their first playoff game since 2006. It
was a great season for the team, which
at times, looked dominant and at other
times, got dominated themselves.
Against North Point, the latter was
true as the Falcons couldn’t keep up
with the Eagles’ speed and agility, with
North Point running backs continu-
ously gashing the Falcons. The Eagles
used that advantage, and the Falcons

own offensive issues, to score on their
first three drives to take a 21-o0 lead
less than halfway through the sec-
ond quarter.

From there, offense was hard to
manufacture. Toward the end of the
first half, both offenses got sloppy
with the ball, with each throwing two
interceptions in a span of four com-
bined drives. In the second half, the
Falcons defense played much better,
but the offense couldn’t get any mo-
mentum going as the Falcons threw
five picks.

While the game didn’t go the Fal-
cons’ way, head coach Mike Wright
was glad to see the Falcons succeed
this season after struggling for so long.

“I coached most of these players
with success in JV,” Wright said. “So,
to finally be a part of the turnaround
and see those graduated players that
always worked hard and just came up
short smiling on the sideline or reach-
ing out to me excited about the future
and this team is very rewarding.”

Junior Talan Livingston was posi-
tive despite the loss.

“We're coming off a really good
season, so next year, we definitely have
something to work toward,” Living-
ston said. “We have a ton of juniors
coming back and I'm excited for that,
but I'm definitely going to miss all the
seniors. ['ve been playing with them
since my freshman year. They're all
just my boys.”

For Wright, the goals for next season
haven’t changed due to this season’s
success. “Every season and team are
far different to each other, but build-
ing from youth has proven to help us
develop,” he stated. “The mindset still
has to be to overachieve, be competi-
tive in every game and win. Everything
will fall into place if that happens.”

football family, and they worked
hard each and every week.”

Bowerman’s team finished 9-o0 on
the season and scored 209 points
while giving up just 18.

Winter Jam
Basketball

Tournament

Is Back

the fifth annual high school bas-

ketball tournament on Wednes-
day, December 29, and Thursday, De-
cember 30. This family-friendly event
includes JV and varsity high school
athletes from Severna Park, Annap-
olis Area Christian School, Old Mill,
South River, Glen Burnie, Chesapeake,
Wilde Lake, St. Mary’s, Northeast and
Atholton. Game times both days will
be 9:00am, 10:45am, 12:30pm, 2:15pm,
4:00pm and 5:45pm. Daily admission
will be $5 cash, good for one full day.
Concessions will be available during
the event. For more information, visit
www.severnaparkathletics.org.

S everna Park High School will host
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Wishing All
Our Patients

A Merry
Christmas!

Free Home Whitening Kit with any
consultation or new patient visit.

410-544-4012

www.DrPaulKinsey.com
515 Benfield Road, Suite 202, Severna Park, MD 21146

1344 Ashton Rd. Ste 200
Hanover, MD 21076

www.mwepartnership.com

yoluntary senefits Agency tha
n1elps businesses attract and
pTaln quality emplovees

Matthew Evans - Chief Executive Officer
D: 410.793.4237 | C: 443.463.9799 | F: 410.737.1620
Matthew.Evans@MWEPartnership.com

Your goals are our goals!

MY Fitness is about YOU! Whether your objective is a strongman competition,
functional fitness competition, 5K, marathon, triathlon or just to maintaining
a healthy lifestyle, MY Fitness is here to help you reach that goal!

TRAINING
BOOT CAMP

PERSONAL
TRAINING

Earleigh Heights Plaza
160 Ritchie Highway | Severna Park, MD 21146
443-906-3722 | www.myfitnessgym.net

Our Family At

’r

§ BroadneckV{ha rmac‘ﬁ
4 410-544-3733 N

www.broadneckrx.net

NEGHE e oon 143:396°3797

ELECTRICIAN HaasAndSons.com
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Women's 55-Plus Tennis Team Takes Third In National Tourney

By Lauren Burke Meyer

or Joy Epstein and
F Jennifer McGowan —
co-captains of their
United States Tennis Asso-
ciation (USTA) Mid-Atlantic
Women’s 55-plus 6.0 team
— age is but a number. Their
team placed third in the USTA
League’s 2021 national cham-
pionship, beating the USTA
Southwest Central Arizona 6.0
women’s team.

“All of the players on our
team are at least 55,” McGowan
said. “The average age was at
least 60 years plus, and that’s
all I will divulge.”

Taking up tennis in their
mid-4os, Epstein and Mc-
Gowan have both played tennis
for about 15 years.

“Annapolis has a diverse
group of players, and we were
just lucky to all come together,”
McGowan said.

Their road to nationals
began by winning locally in
Anne Arundel County this

(L-R) The team included Kaye Witting, Becky Pugh, Perri O’Keefe, Lynne Powell, Cyndi Hargrove,
Joy Epstein, Jennifer McGowan, Roberta Watts, Martha Van Cleve, Beth Jacobson and Jade Moore.

“practice, practice, practice.”
She added the importance of
being “flexible and focused on
the team goals.”

Epstein and McGowan’s team
practiced at several tennis
courts in Anne Arundel County
and look forward to being able
to practice at the new tennis
facility in Millersville when it’s
completed.

“Our team enlisted the
help of Cathy Officer, who is a
varsity boys and girls coach at
Severn School,” Epstein said.
“Cathy helped us to practice
drills together as a team and
helped get us ready for the two
tournaments we competed at.”

Congratulations to Epstein
and McGowan, along with their
fellow USTA Mid-Atlantic team
members: Martha Van Cleve,
Elizabeth Jacobson, Lynne
Powell, Virginia Umberger,
Perri O’Keefe, Kaye Witting,
Rebecca Pugh, Cyndi Hargrove,

Loren Barnett, Jade Moore

and Roberta Watts.

past summer. In September,
the Mid-Atlantic Women’s 55-plus 6.0
team went to the Newport News sec-
tional tournament, competing against
teams from Virginia and Maryland
before qualifying to compete at
the USTA national championship
tournament.

“A total of 15 sectional teams com-
peted for the honor of placing in the

Let{OuriFan 'W%@E@‘]Wmﬂﬁm ily?

top four ranking teams from across
the country,” Epstein said. “Mid-At-
lantic is the section that our team

represented, which includes Maryland,

District of Columbia, and Virginia.”
Since they ranked fourth overall at
the end of the second day of competi-
tion, they had the honor of competing
in the semifinals and finals, coming in

third after the final match. The nation-
al tournament took place on October
29-31 in Orlando, Florida.

Once at nationals, McGowan said,
“Competition was tough, playing
against the top teams in each of the
USTA sections.”

When asked about their strategy,
McGowan answered with three words:

“Several of our team mem-
bers had the privilege of also com-
peting at the national level in 2019.
We hope to be at nationals again next
year,” McGowan said.

USTA is a national nonprofit or-
ganization committed to promoting
tennis and its physical, social and emo-
tional health benefits. Learn more at
www.usta.com.

StartjwithlyourfSMILE!
@J]J@EEBEEIEZE@EE

eIPatientslof all[ageslwelcome
Sincluding[CHILDREN,
o

treated|likelfamily;

YINVISALIGN
ISAME/DAY(CROWNS]

[eXSame]Day/Appointments)Available
(eXSmall,jfamily/owned[dental/practice

leYMany/dental/insurance)plans)accepted,

lelWide]rangelof/dental{services)provided
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years combined den a ¢, they are happy to treat patients of all ages,
Call today to se

410-768-7740

Visit the
Voice Online

Visit the Severna Park
Voice website for free,
unlimited access to great
photo galleries, local
sports coverage and
stories you won'’t find
anywhere else — plus

web-exclusive content
featuring the latest news
in your community!

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1981

P.O.Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146 | spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com f| facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
410-647-9400 www.severnaparkvoice.com @ @sPVoice
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* 1 on 1 personal « SILVER LINING™
training senior program

* Group dynamic * Yoga

work outs
» Barre

Brought to you by Mark Fleming : Athletlc/sports

Master Personal Trainer speciﬂc : Tramer SeleCted

healthy meals

e res “‘Iu':i'P“rP,"se Slf‘mf“;’h—, ali'°"|"til'1‘9 + Self-defense and active by Garry's Grill
inaiviauais to receive aill o elr nea Shooter tralnlng

and fitness needs in one place.

The Gifts of
Three-2 Health
& Fithess!

Special Introductory
Package
- 3 one-on-one sessions
- 3 stretching classes

- 3 meals from either Garry’'s
Grill or Cafe Mezzanotte

(from our personalized menu'’s
through the studio)

rllowus 770 Ritchie Hwy Ste W11, Severna Park, MD 21146 - 25% off total package price
@ E Gift Certificates Available!

2021-22 SEASON
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D21

18” 2-TOPPING
PIZZA

u + LARGE (8 PCS.)
_r ) | ‘)j) CHEESY GARLIC
/ BREAD

— » [\\{  + 1/2 LB BONELESS
WINGS

MILLERSVILLE « 8531 VETERANS HWY : SEVERNA PARK ¢ 552 E RITCHIE HWY
410-729-3333 Lokl el E 410-544-3344
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We thrive on helping home buyers, sellers,
tenants and landlords achieve their goals.

Family Owned & Locally Operated Since 1995

Accurate Realty & Management

As a full serves realtor, our team is here to assist with the purchase,

With over 30 years of experience in our community we will make the
process seamless from beginning to end.

410-518-6084

www.accuraterealtyaa.com

manage your rental, and maximize the return when you are ready to sell.

Compassion
Competence

Integrity
Professionalism

572 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD 21146

Office - 410-793-5210
www.cassillyfinancial.com

Bruin Girls Soccer Falls Just Short

» Continued from page 29

look at the goal. I had no idea where
the goalkeeper was or anything. I just
kicked it and then I heard everybody
go crazy.”

Both teams had a series of corner
kicks and drives downfield. Neither
was able to find the back of the net
for the rest of the first half, but Walt
Whitman came close in the 31st
minute. A shot by Delaney DeMar-
tino hit the top right corner of the
goal post. The ball deflected to the
feet of her sister, sophomore forward
Riley DeMartino, who shot the ball
over the net. The play was an omen
for the persistent offensive attacks
Broadneck’s defense would face in the
second half.

“Honestly, first half we were a little
bit flat. Our shape could have been
better,” Broadneck senior defender
Carly Johnston said. “We were told
from the very start that their forwards
were good. They were. They were really
good, really fast, really technical.

“I think after halftime, we came
together and we were able to hold the
line, but they would catch us on these
breaks and they capitalized.”

In the 55th minute of the game, Walt
Whitman nearly scored again, putting
together a string of passes similar to
the play that preceded their first goal.
A through ball to Riley DeMartino left
her one-on-one with Smargissi, but
Smargissi ran out and grabbed the ball
from DeMartino to end the scoring
opportunity.

Pressure from the Vikings contin-
ued, and they scored their second goal
of the night in the 58th minute. A di-
rect kick sent players charging into the
penalty box. Walt Whitman’s Javers
was able to gain possession, control
the ball, and send it into the bottom
left corner of the goal.

“Everyone was around the ball. I
knew I had a good pass right to the
goal and it did end up poking out, so I
got the goal, and it was really exciting,”
Javers said. “I was really nervous for
a second that it wasn’t going to go in,
but it did.”

The Bruins also took a hit in the 61st
minute when team captain and season
leading goal-scorer Eva Mowery went
down with a knee injury. Mowery
needed help getting off the field and
did not return for the rest of the game.
She later reported feeling her knee
shift and hearing a crack.

Being down was uncommon for the
Bruins, but not unheard of. In an away
game against Crofton High School on
September 21, Broadneck trailed by
two points, but ended up tying the
game 2-2.

“In Crofton, it was our first time
really being down and we kind of lost
hope,” junior defender Lilly Kelley
said. “We didn’t know how to fight.

As the season went on, we had harder
games, and as a team we learned how
to keep going and not lose hope.”

Although down 2-0 in the 4A
championship, Broadneck would not
quit. Junior forward Sadie Wilkin-
son gave the Bruins a fighting chance
with a goal in the 76th minute. In a
solo effort, Wilkinson beat several
defenders with her speed and foot-
work, giving herself space to shoot a

Photo courtesy of Dennis McGinley
With four minutes left in the game,
Broadneck’s intensity and energy
increased, demonstrating the grit of
the team that nearly went
undefeated this season.

ball over the head of junior goalkeeper
Sophia Mays.

“When I scored, we felt more moti-
vated and we felt that we could actu-
ally get back into it,” Wilkinson said.
“Those minutes after, we were trying
really hard to get that tying goal.”

With four minutes left in the game,
Broadneck’s intensity and energy
increased, demonstrating the grit of
the team that was instilled in them
the moment they became Bruin soc-
cer players.

“They’ve just got that fighting men-
tality,” Broadneck head coach John
Camm said. “It’s the mindset of the
group. It’s the culture of the program,
and these kids have embraced it and
they’ve actually expanded on it.”

Unlike the Crofton game and
despite renewed vitality, the Bruins
were unable to tie the score and the
Vikings left Loyola University as state
champions.

The loss marks a sad end to an
impressive season for Broadneck, but
the Bruins are proud of their work
nonetheless.

“When things weren’t always going
our way tonight, we still hung in there,
still fought, still played right down
to the end, created some chances, got
a really nice goal at the end,” Camm
said. “Just a tough way to wrap up
the season.”

Mowery was proud of how everyone
played, and she said every player has
grown “mentally and skill-wise.”

“From the start, our goal was to get
to states and be able to play here at
Loyola and I think we just kept that
same mentality through the whole sea-
son,” Mowery said. “We worked hard
every practice, every game, and I think

it paid off.”
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SPHS Boys

Soccer Ends
One Step
Away From
State Finals

By Conor Doherty

he game and their season was over
T in a flash, a stunning strike of a

goal sending the Falcons home on
November 13, sooner than they hoped.
The goal gave Northwestern a 2-1 win,
advancing them to the state finals, while
leaving the Falcons looking back on a
great season that they wanted to extend.

The Falcons finished 15-2-1 this season,
having utilized their great defense to keep
teams at bay. Prior to the state semifinal
game, the Falcons had held their oppo-
nents scoreless in six of their previous
seven games. On the season, the most
goals given up by the Falcons was three,
in a game against Broadneck in which the
Falcons were starting a freshman goal-
keeper due to injury.

“As the season went by, the backline
strongly improved,” said senior goalkeeper
Brandon Asch. “Our desire for the sec-
ond-chance balls and in the air were phe-
nomenal and I couldn’t be prouder of how
many clean sheets we had this season.”

Last year, the Falcons played just five
games in a spring season shortened due to

Photo courtesy of Christopher Fincham Photography
Despite stellar play from their defense and goalkeeper Brandon

Asch, Severna Park lost 2-1
to Northwestern in
the state semifinals.

the pandemic. Thus, this season was more
important to many of the players.

“It meant the world to be given an op-
portunity to play a full season,” Asch said.
“Not having a full season last year truly
made me cherish every little moment this
year with the team.”

As the season progressed, head coach
Ryan Parisi saw what it meant to
his players to be able to have another
full season.

“It was incredible to be able to have a

full season for the kids,” Parisi said. “As
the season went on, our team’s together-
ness and desire to play for one another
always put us in a position to compete.”

Now that the season has ended, the
Falcons will have to overcome the loss of
graduating seniors. That means replacing
team leaders like Gus Bachmann and
Asch. But Parisi isn’t worried.

“Every year, our senior leaders take
great pride in developing the underclass-
men,” he said. “That way, they can set the

program up to have continued success.”

For Asch, it will be tough moving on
as he prepares for college, but the seniors
will always have the memories of their
time with the Falcons.

“Out of all of my years playing com-
petitive soccer, ['ve never experienced an
atmosphere like it,” Asch stated. “Kids in
the stands cheering your name, coming
to school dressed up in suits and ties, is
something special and I don’t even know
if the college level will be the same.”
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Shiny, Fast!

Keep Your Car Shiny, Clean &
Spot Free with an Exterior
Cleaning Up Americ

_ e—r Car Wash Memberships
b — One Car at a Time!

s 1292
Thank You Severna Park permonth

. Takes 5 Minutes, Stay In Your Car!
For Voting Us Best Car Wash ’ NATIONAL
10 YEARS in a ROW! Poinsettia Day
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 A u to 9 o
ome Buy 2 Poinsettias,
Detailing Get 1 FREE!
“Make your car NEW again!” -
CALL TO SCHEDULE
410-544-9009 DECEMBER 12 ONLY
« Interior Detailing - Headlight
« Exterior Restoration
Detailing « Carpet Shampoo
« Hand Waxes « Scratch Removal
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SPHS Claims 25th State Title

» Continued from page 29

the game first took hold on their
second corner attempt when senior
Bekah Mayron received a corner
insert pass at the top of the circle.
Mayron then passed it back to the
inserter, fellow senior Delanie Ab-
ere, for the opening goal less than
six minutes into the game.

Playing with the lead, the Falcons
defense became a wall that Chur-
chill was rarely able to get past. The
Bulldogs could not capitalize off
the handful of corner attempts that
they got and only challenged Fal-
cons goalkeeper Charlotte Kram-
er once as she had to make just one
save the entire game.

The second half was eerily like
the first as the Falcons added to
their lead less than five minutes
into the third quarter off a cor-
ner attempt. Ava Drexler-Amey
received the insert pass and took
a straight shot into the lower left
corner of the goal.

“The second goal really gave us
more confidence; it really gave us a
boost,” Drexler-Amey said. “Know-
ing we had the lead, all we had to
do was keep finishing to the end.”

With the win seemingly in hand
and the defense never giving the
Bulldogs any good chances to get a
shot off, coach Garden subbed out
Kramer late in the game to give
senior goalkeeper Sarah Krause
a curtain-call in her final high
school game.

“This team, for this year, [ think

we had the best defense that I've
ever had,” Garden stated. “Our de-
fense definitely got us to this point,
and I'm sure won us this game.

It’s a stellar backfield and a stellar
goalkeeper.”

The Falcons’ defense was so
good all season long that, aside
from one game, they never gave
up more than one goal in a game.
And Garden said that unlike in
past seasons, they didn’t have a
consistent go-to goal scorer that
the team could rely upon and build
their offensive game plan around.
Instead, as was apparent versus the
Bulldogs, the Falcons utilized their
defense to stop the opponent and
quickly counterattack, which often
led to opportunities at the offen-
sive end of the field. Several corner
attempts came about because the
Falcons were able to quickly move
the ball down the field, as defend-
ers like Zoe Day turned defense
into offense.

For Garden, it meant a lot to see
her team win a championship after
not having a season last year.

“I had some girls who were on
JV last year and they really want-
ed a chance to come and play in a
state championship,” Garden said.
“They’ve seen, so many times, the
history and tradition of winning
and winning and winning, and they
wanted their turn and they worked
really hard to get here. So, I'm real-
ly happy that they have been able

to experience this.”

Killer Whales Enjoy
Strong Season

The seventh- and eighth-grade SP Killer Whales finished a 9-1-1 season this fall.
The team included (I-r, top row) Ivory Bauer, Josie Gardner, Sol Cingolani, Regan
Graves, Jaidyn Railsback, Anya Diggs and Isla Crawford and (I-r, second row)
Scarlett Wissel, Julie Pumphrey, Zoey Stafford, Caitlin Kuvinka, Jocelyn Renn,
Lauren Schuller, Breanna Foreman, Marissa Scott and Linnia Warner.

Have Your Team

Featured In The Voice!

Send Your Info To...

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com

SEVERNA PARK
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Larry Sells Celebrates 20 Years As The Voice Of The Falcons

By Haley Weisgerber

t was an ordinary night for Larry
I Sells in the Severna Park High

School press box on October 22
when he was called down to the field
for an emergency by the athletic boost-
er president, Kate Elliott, and former
president, Patrick Kilpatrick. When he
arrived at the gate, he was pulled onto
the field and congratulated over the
loudspeaker for completing his 20th
season as the announcer for the Sever-
na Park Falcons football team.

“That was such a shock to me,” Sells
said. “I couldn’t believe it.”

Sells volunteered to become the an-
nouncer in 2001 at a preseason football
picnic. At the time, his sons, Tommy
and David, were involved in the foot-
ball program and Sells had experience
in broadcast media, so he thought it
would be fun. Twenty years later, all
of Sells’ children have graduated and
he has continued to announce simply
because he loves doing it.

“I'm on the 50-yard line,” Sells said.
“When it’s cold, it’s heated there.
When it’s hot, it’s air conditioned
there. When it’s raining, I'm dry.
What’s not to like?”

The community has rallied around
Sells as the voice of the Falcons. Many
people have even told Sells that they
know it’s football season when they
hear his signature saying, “That’s an-
other Falcons first down.” The saying
originates from a tough season where
the Falcons were playing teams with
almost undefeated records. He wanted

This marks the 20th season Larry
Sells has been the voice of the
Falcons football and baseball teams.

to find a way to involve the crowd.

“I wanted to try to give some energy
when they did something good,” Sells
said. “And that’s how that started. The
crowd would roar.”

Sells said he is not in the box alone.
Over the years, he has had a series of
spotters who stand in the box with
him, including Dave Ferris, Cynthia
Price and Leo Latonick. This football
season, Severna Park varsity base-
ball coach Eric Milton was his second
pair of eyes.

“There’s a flow of information, but
there’s a pattern to it,” Sells said.

————
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“I have the ball and Eric has the
tacklers.”

Sells said he has seen a lot of im-
provements over the years in not only
the football program but the field as
well. Before the old field was demol-
ished during the school’s construction,
Sells recalled the unfortunate place-
ment of his press box.

“The press box on the old field was
on the visitor side, so I was in enemy
territory,” Sells said. “I've got that
saying and the opposing team did not
always get so excited.”

Before the new field was ready in
2018, Sells announced for Severna Park
at other county schools.

After a tough 2020 season, Sells said
it was great to be back for this season,
especially because the Falcons made a
historic playoff run.

“The last time they were in the play-
offs was 2008,” Sells said. “That was
the year they beat Old Mill in a playoff
game. My son was on that team.”

While all of Sells’ memories are pos-
itive at Severna Park, playoff seasons
are by far his favorite.

“Playoffs are the best,” Sells said.
“Those are the best memories, and you
know, just watching the team come to-
gether and stuff is my favorite thing.”

In the spring, Sells will also cel-
ebrate his 20th season announcing
for Severna Park baseball. One of the
proudest moments of Sells’ announc-
ing career is watching Jackson Merrill,
who was drafted with the 27th overall
pick in the 2021 Major League Base-

ball draft by the San Diego Padres,
throughout his high school career.

‘Jackson Merrill was unlike any-
thing I've ever seen,” Sells said. “Sever-
na Park High School was like a minor
league baseball park. There were at
least 40 pro scouts at every game.”

Other special memories include
watching his son play and celebrat-
ing many playoff runs with the
baseball team.

“I was announcing in 2003 when
Severna Park won their first ever
school state championship in baseball
in 2003,” Sells said. “My son was on
the team.”

Aside from announcing, Sells has
been working with the athletic boost-
ers for years. He was the president
from 2005 to 2009, he was inducted
into the Severna Park High School
Athletic Hall of Fame, and he current-
ly is on the board and uses his sales
expertise to secure sponsorships for
the boosters. He has even stepped in
to announce field hockey and basket-
ball games when requested. Sells said
he has no plan to stop announcing or
working with the athletic boosters.
Aslong as they will have him and he
enjoys doing it, he will be in the press
box supporting the Falcons every step
of the way.

“I'm pretty sure it’s appreciated
because I hear from everybody that
they’re glad that I do what I do,” Sells
said. “And it’s nice to hear when people
say, ‘Hey, here comes the voice of the
Falcons.”
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Arlotto Announces Upcoming Departure From School System

announced on December 2 that

he will leave Anne Arundel Coun-
ty Public Schools (AACPS) when his
contract expires at the end of June.

In aletter to AACPS employees, fam-
ilies and the community at large, Dr.
Arlotto said although he would have
preferred to remain as superintendent,
the Anne Arundel County Board of
Education has informed him it will not
offer a third contract.

“This decision is one of the most
important and unique for a Board of
Education, as hiring a superintendent
is solely in its purview,” Arlotto wrote.
“I have every intention to continue
my work on behalf of our students
and school system until my contract
expires at the end of June. I wish our
board, our awesome staff, our families
and the Anne Arundel community
only the best as you move forward,
collectively, to support, nurture and
love our students.”

Arlotto arrived in AACPS in 2006
after teaching and serving as a high
school administrator in Virginia, the
District of Columbia Public Schools,
and Montgomery County Public
Schools. As a member of the superin-
tendent’s senior and executive staffs

S uperintendent George Arlotto

Dr. George Arlotto visited students at Lothian Elementary School in September.

from 2006 through June 2014, Arlotto
held roles as director of high schools;
chief school performance officer;
assistant superintendent for curric-
ulum, instruction and school perfor-
mance; associate superintendent; and
chief of staff.

The Board of Education appointed
Arlotto to a four-year term as superin-
tendent of schools — a term that be-
gan on July 1, 2014 — and reappointed
him to a second four-year term that

Bus Driver Goes The Extra
Mile During Shortage

Kensington resident Bill Lippincott
has gone from part-time bus driver
to full-time driver so more kids can
get to school and come home on time.

By Zach Sparks
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

ach morning, parents wake up
E and wonder if they will get a text

or email notifying them about a
bus delay. Wondering if their children
will be stranded on a sidewalk.

Anne Arundel County Public Schools
(AACPS) addressed the national bus
driver shortage at a September Board
of Education meeting.

“While the reasons are many, the
facts remain that our shortages repre-
sent g percent of our driver workforce,
about 60 bus drivers, which is in line

with the 10 to 15 percent shortage
that has been widely reported in the
press nationally within the news,” said
AACPS Chief Operating Officer Alex
Szachnowicz.

Often bearing the brunt of par-
ents’ frustration are the current bus
drivers who have not quit and who
have covered extra routes and accepted
unwanted shifts because they want to
help kids get to school.

One of those drivers is Bill Lip-
pincott from Severna Park. A driver
for Fay’s Bus Service in Pasadena, he
drove students to field trips and sports
games prior to the pandemic. Now
he’s working full-time, shuttling kids
to Chesapeake High School, Chesa-
peake Middle School, Fort Smallwood
Elementary and even as far as Reis-
terstown because some special needs
students from Anne Arundel County
attend schools outside the area.

“I've been with Fay’s close to 20
years,” Lippincott said. “We were
three drivers short and they asked if I
could do more.”

He said yes, without hesitation.

But now the company is seven
drivers short.

Fay’s is just one of several bus con-
tractors used by AACPS. Lippincott
estimated that 75 percent of the bus
drivers who work for Fay’s are retired.

“Some of [the drivers] are retired
and only want to do trips here and
» Continued on page 46

began on July 1, 2018.

“While I may not know where
life’s journey will take me next, I am
certain that AACPS will continue to
thrive,” Arlotto wrote in his letter. “As
a school system focused on the needs
of students, orchestrated by thought-
ful, caring, compassionate, talented
and professional educators and staff,
our students will continue to grow
and succeed.”

In a joint statement, the Board of

({4
Though the board has decided

that it is time for a new leader
to bring different experiences
and vision to AACPS, we
recognize the impact Dr.
Arlotto has made in his eight
years as superintendent.”

— AACPS BOARD OF EDUCATION
JOINT STATEMENT

Education members wrote that they
will engage in a nationwide search for
a superintendent who will be tasked
with implementing the Blueprint for
Maryland’s Future; new, healthier
start times for all students; and mea-
sures to support students and staff
post-pandemic.

“Though the board has decided that
it is time for a new leader to bring
different experiences and vision to
AACPS, we recognize the impact Dr.
Arlotto has made in his eight years as
superintendent,” they wrote. “We wish
him all the best in his future endeav-
ors and know that his experience and
leadership will be a great benefit to his
next organization.”

ky Friday” Delivers

Heartfelt Lessons

fall theater production, which opened
November 12.

Parijita Bastola (Ellie) and Gianna
Dicks (Katherine) did a commendable
job of balancing their dual roles as both
the adult Katherine and teenage Ellie,
bringing humor and emotion to the
show, along with stunning vocal chops.

“All of the music in the shows that
we do at the high school have been old-
timey or something magical,” Bastola
said. “This was very true to real life.”

Dicks said she could not pass up a
role in “Freaky Friday,” with its inter-

» Continued on page 46
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E ach month, the Sev-
erna Park Voice poses
a question to a local fifth-
grade class. This month,
students from Ms. Klug’s
class at Oak Hill Elemen-
tary School answered

the question:

What is your
favorite thing

about the holi-
days and why?

My favorite thing about the
holidays is that there is foot-
ball on all day.

Sebastian Boyle

The celebrations! I love parties
and family time, and how
holidays bring family together.
I love the scare on Halloween,
and the egg hunt on Easter.
Madison Bullock

My favorite thing about the
holidays is celebrating with my
family. Every year, we go and
see my grandparents for a sec-
ond Christmas because we just
bring ourselves, where if they
come up, my aunt, uncle and
cousins also have to come up.
like spending the eight nights
of Hanukkah with my family
and my Grammy. Each night,
one of my siblings takes turns
to light all the candles with
the shamash candle. Then we
open up presents and we have
ayummy dessert. On Christ-
mas Eve, we put out cookies
with eggnog and sprinkle
magic dust in the yard at night
for the reindeer. We leave lots
of carrots for the reindeer on a
special plate with the cookies
near our fireplace.

Sabrina Calish

During the holidays, everyone
can feel together and ignore
their differences and just feel
joy. If youe female or male,
black or white, gay or straight,
rich or poor, everyone can feel
welcome. During Thanksgiv-
ing, everyone can sit down
together and feel happiness
while digging into delicious
foods. During Christmas, you
can all run down the stairs
and see what presents Santa
brought. On New Year’s, fam-
ilies can stay up, watching the
ball drop. Although, during
the holidays, Santa brings you
great presents, and your fam-
ily brings you great food, the
most important things that
the holidays bring is together-
ness and joy.

Molly Christesen

My favorite thing about the
holidays is not having school.

Oak Hill Elementary School

When I don’t have school, I
can have more time with my
family and friends. Also, the
food is so good. I also love giv-
ing gifts and receiving gifts.
Jodi Deaton

My favorite thing to do on
Christmas is to wake up, see
the presents under the tree
and start to open the presents.
Then the next day, we go to

all of our cousins’ houses and
hang out there.

Vince DePasquale

My favorite thing about the
holidays is the chance to be
with family and loved ones,
and focus on the important
things that we have and not
the things that we want that
are not so important. Because
the holidays are not about the
gifts, or the food and parties,
although it may be tempting
to think that. But no, it’s about
being together and spending
time with your peers and loved
ones (and maybe iPads).

Elza Dickinson

My favorite thing about the
holidays is getting to spend
more time with family.
Shopping for friends and
family gifts is fun. I love to
decorate my room for the
holidays. I also like to watch
holiday movies.

Jules Draper

Ilike holidays because they
are traditions that will bring
people together for genera-
tions to come.

Tommy Eberhart

One of my favorite things
about the holidays is putting
up the decorations. This year
for Christmas, [ am going to
ask my mom and dad for a
penguin ornament for the
Christmas tree. I am also
hoping to get the Christmas
penguin Lego set.

Austin Ervick

Ilove to see my family because
they are sweet and loving. We
all eat dinner on Thanksgiving
and Christmas. We always
have turkey or ham and

dessert. We play fun games
and I get to see my family that
I do not see all the time. On
Christmas, we all get together
in the morning and stay to
the end of the day. That is why
that is my favorite thing to do
for the holiday.

Lily Fithyan

My favorite thing about
Christmas/the holidays is
presents because before [
open the presents, I feel super
excited about what they’re
going to be.

Scarlett Foster

My favorite thing about the
holidays is spending time with
my family. I love my family
very, very much and when
see my family happy, it makes
me feel happy too. When
Thanksgiving comes around,
I'make a card saying all the
things I'm thankful for and
what that family member has
done for me in the past. And
when Christmas comes, I

get everybody a thoughtful
gift for them, what they
would enjoy the most.
Everly Hall

Ilove spending time with
my family! Technically,
Halloween is my favorite
holiday, right next to
Christmas. What I love
about Halloween is all the
spooky things, decorations
and the animals! I love
skeletons, especially Jack
Skellington in this movie
called “The Nightmare Be-
fore Christmas.” Skeletons
are my favorite monster
on Halloween. Almost all
of the costumes I see are
skeletons. I'love how I get to
go house to house and see
all the faces I get my candy
from. That is what I love
about the holidays!
Thiseni Kahavidanalage
My favorite thing about
the holidays is Christmas
because it’s a great time to
play in the snow most of
the time, and [ get to spend
time with my family too.

Every Christmas morn-
ing, I wake up and get lots
of presents.

Andy Lee

things about the holidays.
Bryson Scott

My favorite thing about the
holidays is seeing your family.
Ilike seeing my family on
holidays because we do fun
stuff and make food.

Jack Seely

My favorite thing about the

Students from Ms. holidays is spending time with
Klug’s class at Oak Hill my family. [ like it because
Elementary School when my grandma, grandpa,
answered the question, uncle and aunt come over it
“What is your favorite islike a party! I like when it
thing about the snows outside because me and
holidays and why?” my family have a snowball

fight. When we open presents,
it makes me feel happy to see
my family open the presents I
gave them. “The Night Before
Christmas,” we get to open one
present and we play with our
present together as a family.
When it is nighttime, me and
my family eat dinner, laugh
and play games together. I
love it when my uncle, aunt,
grandma and grandpa play
games with me, my sister and
my brother. My favorite game

thing I like about the holidays
is that there is no school. I
like it because then I have

no homework.

to play is “Zeus on the Loose.”
Jackson Short

First, [ love spending time
with my family on Christ-

I get to see my family and
spend time with them. This is
my favorite thing during the
holidays because some of my
family members live really

far away and I appreciate that
they are able to come all the
way to Maryland to see my
family. Another thing I like
about the holidays is I can help
cook dinner with my mom.
Ilike to cook with my mom
during the holidays because I
like to feel helpful to my mom.
Emily Nagle

My favorite part about the
holidays is spending time
with family because most of
the time I am at school when
my family members come.
On the holidays, I don’t have
school, though. Another

Alexa Paulson mas and Thanksgiving.
Also, Ilove getting gifts for
Christmas and buying gifts
for my friends and family
on holidays.

Alex Stokes

My favorite things about the
holidays are being able to see
my family, doing unique activ-
ities, and everyone giving gifts
to each other on Christmas. I
like being able to see my fam-
ily because my cousins live in
Pennsylvania and my aunt and
uncle live in Maine. That being
said, I do not get to see them
often, soitis fun to see them.
Ilike doing unique activities
because you only get to do the
holiday activities once a year,
so it is nice to do something
unique. I like when everyone is
giving each other gifts because
when they do, it is showing
that they care for you. I also
like to see how excited people
are when [ get them something.
Soyes, there are alot of good

My favorite thing about the
holidays is getting time off of
school. With time off, I have
more time to be with family
and friends. Which means
you can travel to family and
friends to celebrate the holi-
days together.

Lyla Stohler

My favorite part of the holi-
daysis I get to have fun with
my friends and family. During
Christmas, I get to open pres-
ents and have cinnamon rolls,
and during Thanksgiving, I get
to have a Thanksgiving feast!
Sophie Tyler

Benfield ES Supports

Kindness Through Raise Craze

Ali and Ben Carlin (third and first
grade, respectively) collected trash
at Severna Park Middle School.

hroughout November, Benfield
I Elementary students participated
in Raise Craze, a campaign focused
on doing acts of kindness and supporters
pledging students as they complete these
acts. Benfield students raised $11,610 and
completed 1,197 kindness acts both in
school and in the community.

As a reward for the students, principal
Sue Myers, allowed the top fundraisers to
pie her in the face.

“Raising money to support our PTO
with acts of kindness was a win-win for
our school!” Myers wrote in a message to
the Voice. “At a time when we are focusing
on social-emotional wellness of our stu-
dents as we reintroduce them back into
full-time, in-person learning after being
virtual for more than a year, Raise Craze
fit perfectly with our school goals.

“Our students really took the initiative
to show kindness and engage in these
acts at school and in their community,”

she added.
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SPHS’ “Freaky Friday”

» Continued from page 42
esting music and characters.

“I really like the casting too because
it’s really interesting to play different
sides of the family, so you have a very

clingy mom who's obsessed with making

everything perfect and her daughter is
very loose and ‘everything is fun,’ like

a typical teenager,” she said. “So, I just
thought that was fun. I think the songs
in the show are some of the most beau-
tiful, and I'm very happy I have some of
the songs I do because I think they are
very interesting, and they are also very
cool for me as an actress because I get to
show different sides of emotions.”

Henry Wright, as Adam, incited plenty

of laughter from the crowd with his
affable nature and unyielding love for
sandwiches.

“I knew I wanted to play [Adam]

Photo by Zach Sparks

because I'm like, ‘This guy is funny,”
Wright said. “I love comedic roles and
it has a good score for music. If I got
any part, though, I would have had the
best time because the music is out of
this world.”

Kaelin Tufo, likewise, entertained as
Ellie’s charming, puppet-loving younger
brother, Fletcher. Many other cast and
crew members, as well as the musicians,
made the show a thoroughly enter-
taining experience that also provided
thoughtful lessons.

“TI want [audiences] to know that
there is always going to be that genera-
tional gap between the mother and the
daughter,” Bastola said. “We just have
to understand each other. I know it’s
cheesy, but ... it’s a really cute message
for all ages — for parents, kids and
grandparents also.”

Henry Wright (far right) and the ensemble performed
one of the many musical numbers in “Freaky Friday.”

Bus Driver Goes The Extra Mile

» Continued from page 42

there, and they’re working 40 hours a
week,” said Robin Pskowski, an owner of
Fay’s Bus Service. “It’s been difficult.”

Lippincott has about 10 high school
stops, 20 for middle school, and four to
five elementary school stops. He does it to
benefit the kids, he said, although he does
not see an immediate resolution in sight.
Many drivers feel that way despite recent
actions by county government.

On November 4, County Executive
Steuart Pittman and the Anne Arundel
Workforce Development Corporation
(AAWDC) announced they would use
American Rescue Plan funds to give
school bus drivers $5,000 retention or
new hire bonuses, while aides would
receive $2,000 retention or new hire
bonuses. They called the bonuses “an
immediate solution to challenges faced by
school bus contractors in recruiting and
retaining staft.”

“We can't continue leaving kids strand-
ed and parents’ work schedules disrupted
due to a national shortage of school bus
drivers,” Pittman said in a statement.
“Dedicating $4.2 million of our county’s
federal recovery funds to these bonuses
is the right thing to do for parents and
their kids.”

Maryland School Bus Contractor As-
sociation representative Erin Appel said,
“This is the quickest and most efficient
way to help our bus drivers and get our
kids to school.”

That may have been welcome news for
parents, but the problem is not resolved.
Drivers must have a CDL (commercial
driver’s license) and go through AACPS
training to work for a contractor.

“Even if there was an influx of people
who wanted to drive, it’s not something
they can do overnight, getting a CDL and
going through the county’s training,” said
Lippincott, who got his CDL when he was
a Montgomery County firefighter. “For
somebody who has never driven a large
vehicle, that can be intimidating and take
awhile to get used to.”

Many people also have misconceptions
about the job.

“Iran into someone who was retired
the other day and said, ‘We can get you
a CDL,” Pskowski said. “He looked at
me like [ had two heads before he would
think about driving a bus. It’s amazing
the impression people have about driving
abus. It’s not what people think. I think
you see movies where kids are scream-
ing, jumping, crawling, everything else.
It’s really not like that, but I think that’s
people’s impression.”

Many bus drivers quit during the pan-
demic. While Lippincott misses his old
schedule, he does not want to give up on
the kids who are depending on him and
other bus drivers.

“I've had my shots. I'm in good health,”
he said. “Some of us have had to step up
our game and do things we wouldn’t nor-
mally do, and 'm OK with that.”
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Verni Publishes
Sixth Novel

Story Is Based On
Ebenezer Scrooge
OO

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Producer Discusses Documentary About
Dreams, Success And Friendship

By Zach Sparks
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

{4

S everna Park native Jane Bloom has an Jane Bl:;lwm (;ight), . I ]’20]06 to tell

“Eat Pray Love” story. After working pictured on the set o g

in television and film in Los Angeles, “Through the Eyes of sttt

she decided she wasn’t creating the kind Others,” makes educate people

of impactful content that she wanted to independent films. but also help

make. She came back to Maryland, married

Shipley’s Choice resident Jay Baur, and they people to self-

traveled the world together for three years. reflect, make
“I had everything: the big executive job, le tak

the car, the house, the awards, all those people take a

things,” said Bloom, a two-time Emmy minute, take

Award winner. “I sort of realized that even a breath, to

though I was getting the outward recogni-

tion, I wasn’t creating the content I set out think about

to make. And your dreams change.” are they Ziving

Bloom transitioned away from stu-
dio-based projects and focused mainly on

independent film, telling meaningful stories.

She now runs her own production company,
The Oz Effect. Her latest role is serving as

co-executive producer for “Through the Eyes
of Others,” a documentary that hits close to
home given her life choices and the subjects

the lives they
want to live?
And if not,
what are the
barriers and

tephanie Verni, a Severna Park au- of the film. director Meagan Adele Lopez, co-executive challenges,
Sthor and professor of communication The premise is this: As they prepare for producer Samantha Mitchell, and Bloom, heth

at Stevenson University in Owings their 20-year high school reunion, 11 Balti- who graduated alongside the other theater whether
Mills, has released her sixth book entitled | more School for the Arts graduates reflect department students in 2000. The film is they’re
“From Humbug to Humble: The Transfor- | on the meaning of success, the power of supported by the Saul Zaentz Innovation SR 17
mation of Ebenezer Scrooge.” The novella | purpose, and if they have given up on their StoryLab, The Film Collaborative and the V .
follows Scrooge in the years after he is dreams. In their teens, they were all actors Maryland State Arts Council. Ser—z'mposed .
visited by the three ghosts and delvesinto | who were expected to become stars. Most “When you really take a step back and — JANEBLOOM

exactly how he changed for the better.

What good deeds did Scrooge do to
leave behind his life as an old miser and
curmudgeon? What became of Tiny Tim?
» Continued on page 50

had already been on TV shows, off-Broad-
way, and in major motion pictures. “Through

the Eyes of Others” looks at the barriers they

have faced.
Their powerful story was captured by

think about who you wanted to be when
you were 18 years old and who you are
now, there’s a lot to unpack,” Bloom said.
“And you start to think, are you proud of
» Continued on page 49

By Mary Cobbler

Level Offers Small
Plates And Big Taste

DINING OUT AROUND THE PARK

the area, certainly one of the best I've visited in

2021. Located at 69 West Street in Annapolis, Lev-
el is sophisticated and classy, and the food is outstand-
ing, living up to its name. The restaurant’s original
owners christened the restaurant “Level” because they
wanted it to elevate the level of expectation for restau-
rant service, food quality

I evel is now one of my all-time favorite eateries in

» Continued on page 50

Photos by Mary Cobbler

Top Right: The Mediterranean plate featured
homemade hummus, artichoke, olive tapenade and
cucumber-yogurt salad, served with naan. Middle
Right: The fig and brie flatbread offers a burst of
flavors — sweet figs, savory prosciutto and soft
mellow bris — all on toasted flatbread drizzled
with balsamic vinegar. Bottom Right: Level’s tuna
tartare — served with cucumber, spicy soy
vinaigrette, wasabi tobiko and giant crispy
wontons — was perfectly spiced.
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NICOLE T. LIVINGSTON, ESQ.

Not sure where to start with Estate Planning? Working with Nicole, you can be assured you will have comprehensive, well-drafted
documents that will protect your family and your legacy. Educating her clients on diverse topics of estate planning and elder law
while providing compassionate advice has made Nicole a well-known estate planning attorney in our community.
Seeking out her service is a decision you will not regret and will provide peace of mind to you and your family.
Call now for a complimentary virtual or in-person initial consultation. Council Baradel offers free parking at their office.

125 West Street, 4th Floor, Annapolis, MD 21401 | Livingston@CouncilBaradel.com | 410-268-6600
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» Continued from page 47
the person you have become? Why
or why not?”

Bloom said that even though so-
ciety often encourages people to go
for their dreams and people are told
that they will “make it” if they give it
their all, other factors are involved.
One example from the film is Bran-
don Price, who played Stinkum on
“The Wire.”

“He was an absolutely amazing
actor, and then he went to Julliard,
and that was when his mental illness
started to come forward,” Bloom
said. “Since then, he has struggled
with mental illness, struggled with
addiction. He’s clean now, but this
is somebody who really everyone
thought was going to be the star and
ends up having these human issues
that we try to sweep under the rug.”

Another Baltimore School for the

Arts graduate, Lauren, was told to
forget her acting dreams.

“Lauren was a tremendous actress,
and she was told by some of the
teachers that she had the talent but
she didn’t have the constitution to
be an actress, meaning that she liked
stability and she wouldn’t be able to
live paycheck to paycheck,” Bloom
said. “And she listened to that voice.”

The graduates also faced challeng-
es with racism, trauma, motherhood
and infertility. With the ongoing
pandemic causing many people to
rethink their life choices and future,
the film is especially timely.

The filmmaking team is currently
seeking additional funding so they
can share the documentary.

“Independent film is very difficult
to make, but it’s really important
that we support independent film-
makers because that’s how new voic-

es get heard,” Bloom said. “We don’t
want to rely on the people who run
the big conglomerates to tell us what
stories we want to hear.”

As of December 5, the team was
about $2,400 shy of its $15,000
post-production fundraising goal.
The Seed and Spark fundraising cam-
paign can be found online.

They are seeking funding because
they believe in the power of the sto-
ry they are telling. Bloom said she,
Lopez and Mitchell have heard from
many people who felt emotional
when watching the five-minute trail-
er for “Through the Eyes of Others.”

“At the end of the day, what mat-
ters is friendship, is family, is being
there for yourself,” Bloom said. “And
to recognize the systemic challenges
others face so that we can eradicate
them and work together as a commu-
nity to make an impact.”

More About Jane

Jane Bloom’s performing arts
experience started with the St. Mar-
tin’s-in-the-Field theater program.
Currently, she develops impact-driv-
en programs focused in social justice,
trauma recovery and the neuroarts.
She produced a music video with
survivors of the 2018 Parkland
shooting, and she co-created Camp
Shine, which allows students to find
therapeutic value through artistic
activities.

Giving back is important to her.
She has created mentorship and
internship programs for young
filmmakers and currently serves as
amentor to the Johns Hopkins film-
making program, Baltimore School
for the Arts, and Towson University.

2022 Season Saé;cm/atrom ard) G:ft Certﬁcateof 1
/Maée Gﬂem‘ Ho/réay Grftf/

SUBSCRIPTION QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED! ON SALE THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2021, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

GIFT CERTIFICATES ARE VALID FOR FIVE YEARS FROM DATE OF PURCHASE.

V/ieit... ToBYSDINNERTHEATRE.COM

or Call... 410-730-8311

DUE TO THE NATURE OF THEATRICAL BOOKINGS, ALL SHOWS AND DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

NOW ON STAGE
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Level Offers Big Taste

» Continued from page 47

and overall customer experience. Eric
and Jennifer Sowers, who bought the
restaurant in 2017, kept the name. With
everything made from scratch and locally
sourced, the food is fresh and fantastic.

My adult son and I arrived early on a
Sunday evening when traffic was light
and the restaurant wasn’t overcrowded.
We loved the old Annapolis building
feel — the combination of wood, brick
and brass. A smiling hostess led us to a
cozy table by the window, looking out
to West Street. The early evening colors
and twinkle holiday lights on the street
added a whimsical feel to the dinner. Col-
orful modern paintings by local artists
depicting Annapolis brighten the walls
throughout.

James, our waiter, was friendly, knowl-
edgeable and helpful, arriving quickly
with water and taking our drink orders.

Level is a unique dining venue focused
on small plates, giving diners a chance to
sample smaller servings of various food
offerings. So, rather than dinner for two
that may cost $60 for two dishes, you can
get four or five plates of smaller portions
to share at Level.

We started our meal with Maryland
bay fries. I expected typical fries topped
with a seafood seasoning, but no — these
were fresh cut, thin, delectable fries with
seasoning similar to the sometimes-over-
used classic Maryland spice, but with
more of a tang and deeper flavor. The
“ketchup” seemed to be a mix of ordinary
condiment and cocktail sauce, sweeter
than either, which paired wonderfully
with the fries that I couldn’t stop eating.

The cheese arrived next — several
local, rich gourmet cheeses, a mixture of
hard and soft, served on a classic wood
board with thin crostini, apples, spicy
mustard, delightfully tangy pickles and
an apple spread. It’s the type of food
that will make you want to savor each
bite slowly.

Next up was our tuna tartare, of which
[ admit I've never been a fan. The texture
of this type of tuna always puts me off,
but not here! The tuna was served with
cucumber, spicy soy vinaigrette, wasabi
tobiko and giant crispy wontons. The

combination of various tastes adds to the
experience. The spiciness doesn’t over-
power the dish but satisfied the latent
spice girl in me.

My son particularly liked the Mediter-
ranean plate with homemade hummus,
artichoke, olive tapenade, and cucum-
ber-yogurt salad, served with naan.

The hummus was tasty but not spicy.
Regarding the tapenade, I've found out
that in this world, there are olive people
and non-olive people. I am of the non-ol-
ive persuasion, and I'm sure personality
traits are associated with those choices.
But after tasting this dish, I crossed the
line and can say that I now can accept the
olive people. It was that good.

But my favorite, ta-dah — was the fig
and brie flatbread. James brought out
the dish — a beautiful-toasted flatbread
topped with roasted sweet figs, soft brie,
tender prosciutto, arugula and balsamic
glaze. The delightful, sweet taste of the
figs perfectly complemented the meat
and cheese. The arugula provided a blast
of zesty fresh flavor to the dish, and the
prosciutto was savory — altogether a
lovely plate.

We finished off the evening with
banana bread pudding, a unique take on
a classic. With a piece of briilléed banana,
the “bread” was crisp on the outside, and
soft, soothing, not overly sweet but rich
on the inside, sitting atop a sauce similar
to caramel but not as sweet.

The cost was reasonable. With five
plates and three drinks, we paid $85.

Level has an upstairs area used regu-
larly for parties, weddings and special
events. The restaurant also has a full bar.
This is the kind of food for a romantic
date night — I can see a movie scene in
my head at Level, with the cheese and
glass of wine.

In the words of a well-known Austrian
bodybuilder — “T'll be back.”

Where To Find
LEVEL

69 West Street, Annapolis
410-268-0003

Verni Publishes Sixth Novel

» Continued from page 47
And did Scrooge ever find love? Verni was
plagued by these questions and explores
the answers, keeping with the flavor of
Charles Dickens and his masterpiece, ‘A
Christmas Carol.” As a longtime Dickens
fan and writer, Verni imagines Scrooge’s
path to redemption that includes philan-
thropy, family, friendships and love.
Dickens fans will be treated to a story
that illuminates Scrooge’s transformation
in this heartwarming tale full of Christ-
mas spirit that features characters such as
Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, Scrooge’s nephew
Fred, Isabelle, Tiny Tim, and some new
ones in this charming Christmas tale.
“This novella came into being after a
discussion at last year’s Christmas table
where we all talked about Scrooge and
what might have been after the spirits
set him straight,” Verni said. “Plus, I've
been obsessed with this story since [ was
little, so I figured I would try my hand at
figuring out Scrooge’s path forward, since
we know from Dickens that it was a happy

and fulfilling one. I'just tried to fill in the
blanks, and I hope other Scrooge fans
will love it.”

As a full-time faculty member in the
communication department at Stevenson
University, Verni instructs writing and
communication courses. She has writ-
ten five other works of fiction, “Beneath
the Mimosa Tree” (2012), “Baseball Girl”
(2015), “Inn Significant” (2017), “The
Postcard” (2018) and “Little Milestones”
(2019). She also has another promotional
novella available on Amazon, for the
Kindle, called “Anna in Tuscany” (2021).
Along with two of her colleagues, she is
coauthor of the textbook “Event Plan-
ning: Communicating Theory & Practice”
(2019), published by Kendall-Hunt.

For more information about Verni
and her work, visit www.stephanieverni.
com. “From Humbug to Humble” can be
purchased online via Amazon and Barnes
& Noble in both paperback and for the
e-reader, as well as in person at Park
Books & Literacy Lab in Severna Park.
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“House Of Gucci” Is An Imperfect But Entertaining Film

By Audrey Ruppert

ike much of Ridley Scott’s more
L recent work, “House of Gucci”

reaches for the stars but strug-
gles under the weight of its own hefty
aspirations. It tries to be many things
— camp comedy, true crime, corporate
boardroom drama, operatic tragedy —
but it never fully grapples with any of
its subject matter long enough to truly
understand it or leave a lasting impact.

It reads less like a film and more like
a Greco-Roman epic, meant to warn its
audience of the tragic consequences of
unbounded ambition. At times it feels
like a poorly produced rendition of “Mac-
beth” — a timeless story about power,
greed, family and betrayal — which will
haunt you even if the execution was less
than stellar.

Lady Gaga plays Patrizia Reggiani,
the passionate, driven and vivacious
daughter of a trucking magnate. She
encounters the fumbling, bookish
Maurizio Gucci (Adam Driver) at a party

Photo courtesy of MGM Studios
At times, “House of Gucci,” which
stars Adam Driver and Lady Gaga,
feels like a poorly produced rendition
of “Macbeth,” a timeless story about
power, greed, family and betrayal.

and falls in love with him instantly - she
sees a man with a lot of raw potential,
who does not realize his own abilities.
In time, both she and Maurizio’s uncle,
Aldo (Al Pacino), convince the reluctant

Maurizio to become involved with the

family business, as Aldo has no faith in

his buffoonish son, Paulo (Jared Leto).
Patrizia transforms Maurizio into a

confident man, an heir worthy of taking
the mantle of the House of Gucci, even
though he never wanted it in the first
place. Along the way, however, she
teaches Maurizio to be ruthless, to “take
out the trash,” and to put the welfare

of the Gucci brand before the welfare

of the Gucci family — a lesson that will
eventually backfire and bring the entire
dynasty to ruin.

Gaga’s performance is perhaps the
only aspect of the film which remains
consistent throughout, and she has
proven herself to be not only a talented
songwriter but also a powerful actress.
The rest of the film is all over the place,
from the unexplainable smattering of
Italian accents within the same sup-
posed family (Jared Leto sounds like
Mario and Driver sounds Milanese) to
the confusing tonal shifts. So many mo-
ments in this film should have been epic,
given the weight of what is happening;
the grand rise and fall of such a family
could have been a six-part miniseries.
And yet, critical parts of the story
feel glossed over or rushed despite its
hefty runtime, and the film never truly
engages with any of its core elements.
For a film about Gucci, it’s shocking how

little fashion and the fashion industry is
discussed or examined.

Driver is believable as a shy, nerdy and
earnest man, but his transformation
into a selfish and showy businessman
with little self-awareness is not con-
vincing — he’s just too likeable. Jared
Leto feels like he’s in his own film half
the time, talking to himself (although
to be fair, he does play a narcissist who
cannot see his own mediocrity, and that
is basically Jared Leto in real life). Al
Pacino has some great lines, but none of
the characters seem to have any chem-
istry with each other. We have a series
of character sketches, plush houses,
stunning landscapes and beautiful out-
fits, but none of it comes together quite
right. It borrows from the caricaturish,
Italian American imagery of Gaga’s early
music videos (think “Eh, Eh, Nothing
Else I Can Say”) and from “The Godfa-
ther,” but I'm not sure those two things
go together.

That being said, the story alone and
the timeless lesson it teaches make
“House of Gucci” more than worth the
watch. When you put yourself before the
welfare of a dynasty, you can destroy the
very thing you sought to create.

Anticipated Video Games Are Coming This Season

Marvel’s Guardians of the Galaxy
Released October 22 — PS4, PSs, PC, Xbox Series S and X, Xbox One and Nintendo Switch

By Conor Doherty

s the holiday season arrives, some of the most popular gift requests are
Avideo games. While the newest consoles from Sony and Microsoft are still

seeing availability shortages, many new games can be played on older
consoles. With that in mind, here is a list of some of the most anticipated video
games coming out this holiday season.

Halo Infinite
Released December 8 — PC, Xbox Series S and X, and Xbox One

Photo courtesy of Microsoft
“Halo Infinite” continues Master Chief’s story in the third part of the ongoing saga.

Photo courtesy of Eidos-Montréal/Square Enix

Control the Guardians as they try to fix a series of catastrophic mistakes in

“Marvel’s Guardians of the Galaxy.”

Based on the lovable and popular group of Marvel characters, “Marvel’s Guardians
of the Galaxy” will allow players to control Star-Lord, the leader of the Guardians, as
they try to fix a series of catastrophic mistakes that threaten to destroy the fragile
balance of a universe already at the breaking point after a major war.

Battlefield 2042

Released November 19 — PS4, PS5, PC, Xbox Series S and X, and Xbox One

After being delayed for a year, the long-anticipated “Halo Infinite” continues Master
Chief’s story with the game serving as the third part of the ongoing saga. The game
brings a true open world to the series for the first time, like other open-world games
including “Far Cry” and “Assassin’s Creed.”

Metroid Dread

Released October 8 — Nintendo Switch

Taking the series back to its two-dimensional, side-scrolling origins, “Metroid
Dread” is a direct sequel to 2002’s “Metroid Fusion” and finishes the nearly 35-year-
long story started by the original game.

Forza Horizon 5
Released November 5 — PC, Xbox Series X and S, and Xbox One

The fifth installment in the popular open-world driving series, “Forza Horizon 5
will allow players to cruise around and explore a beautiful rendition of Mexico. Drive
along the edge of an active volcano, explore the nooks and crannies of the city of Gua-
najuato, or cruise in any of the over 500 vehicles available in the game.

If you're looking for massive and chaotic maps — filled with 128 players and fun, immersive
and spontaneous gameplay — “Battlefield 2042” is for you. Along with numerous new maps,
BF 2042 introduces two new game modes, the first being Hazard Zone. But it’s the other game
mode, Portal, that has most players clamoring. Portal brings back classic maps, factions, and
weapons from all of the previous Battlefield installments and allows players to make their
own games. Want to watch 128 players fight with knives only or see the German army from
World War II take on the modern American army? Portal allows players to do just that.

Call of Duty Vanguard

Released November 5 — PS4, PSs, PC, Xbox Series S and X, and Xbox One

The next game in a popular annual series, “Vanguard” returns Call of Duty (COD)
to its origins, taking players back to World War II. While there have been quite a few
COD games set in World War II, “Vanguard” will show more of the war to players
than ever before, taking them to the Western and Eastern Fronts, the North African
campaign, and the War in the Pacific.

Warning to all parents looking to buy a PSs or Xbox Series S and X: due to chip shortages,
the availability of these consoles will be limited. If you see someone selling these consoles for
more than $500 (original selling price for both consoles), be wary because they may be scalpers.
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Closing The Year With Bidens

[nfrastructure Deal

'm so tired
Jason LaBarge I of politics.
Financial Advisor Aside from
at Premier COVID, it seems
Planning Group to me that 2021
was dominated
by political talk
and I'm tired of

it. Unfortunately,

you can’t ignore

it entirely. As

someone who fol-

lows the market,

[ try to limit my
political interest to topics that only impact
the market.

President Joe Biden’s most recent
action warrants a conversation, as we
just received the highly debated biparti-
san infrastructure deal. What does that
mean for the economy? In the short term,
some of the infrastructure funding will
go immediately toward clearing port and
transportation bottlenecks, so that might
help improve supply chain issues. Fin-
gers crossed.

Some of the maintenance funds could
get used in spring construction blitzes.
Since the job market is already tight, the
economy isn't likely to see an immediate
surge in hiring due to infrastructure
spending; however, multiple reports
suggest roughly 800,000 new jobs could be
added by 2030, though many of them will
be temporary rather than long-term jobs,

according to the Washington Post. Econ-
omists don’t think inflation is likely to
increase due to the slow pace of spending,
though the deal is projected to add $256
billion to the federal budget deficit over the
next 10 years. Bottom line, analysts project
long-term benefits to the economy in lower
business costs, increased labor force par-
ticipation, and improved competitiveness,
according to CNN.

Inflation might not be as temporary as
the Federal Reserve would like it to be.
Prices are up all over, and people are under-
standably upset at paying more at the gro-
cery store, gas station and everywhere else.
Many analysts hoped that data blips, sup-
ply chain clogs and other pandemic-related
disruptions were creating a temporary
spike in inflation that would resolve soon.
However, inflation has remained stubborn-
ly high. In the U.S., prices have increased
6.2% over the last 12 months — the biggest
spike since November 1990. Since the Fed’s
goal is to keep long-term inflation around
2%, people are concerned that “temporary”
inflation is lingering longer than we want
(U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2021).

So, are prices going to continue to rise
in 2022? That’s likely, but how much, how
fast, and for how long depend on a lot of
global factors, including whether the Fed
raises interest rates or takes other actions.
Will your taxes go up in 2022? That’s the
question of the month on Capitol Hill as
» Continued on page 55
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CEO
GSPACC

lease give
awarm
welcome

to our newest
members: Stage
& Screen Stu-
dios LLC, Unity
Bands Inc., 2
Bold Chefs and
a Mediterra-
nean Truck,
Absolute
Design Studio,
United States Insurance Services,
Chesapeake Electric, Neighborhood
Barre, Anna O’Connor Coaching,
DeMaio Family Chiropractic and
Physical Therapy, and Three-2
Health and Fitness Studio. Thank you
to our renewing members for keeping us
Chamber Strong!

We held a ribbon-cutting for the
official grand opening of the beautiful
Three-2 Health and Fitness Studio
in Severna Park. Owner Mark Flem-
ing has a huge following from his years
working at the “Y” and Big Vanilla, and
it was a packed crowd that evening.
Mark explained that his goal in opening
the studio is to educate individuals on
how to live a healthy lifestyle through
physical activity, proper nutrition and
self-defense training along with liv-
ing life to the fullest. He has created
a fitness program for senior citizens
as well and has partnered with Café
Mezzanotte and Garry’s Grill to
provide health-conscious food options.

Following the ribbon-cutting, attendees
enjoyed dinner at Café Mezzanotte
next door.

The Learn and Lead Committee head-
ed by Jenn Triplett of Treebranch
Group and Larry Sells of Larry Sells
Consulting hosted a “Center Stage”
event profiling David Orso of The
David Orso Group. David began his
working career at Coca-Cola Enterprises,
eventually investing in real estate. When
the market crashed, he lost everything,
but over time rebuilt his company into
a multi-million-dollar business through
hard work, team building, and a total fo-
cus on customer service. Each month the
committee will feature a business owner
in the community, so please join us for
these virtual presentations and get to
know the people behind the businesses.
These events are free and open to all.

Our general membership social/2022
board member introductions were held
at the Vida Taco Bar on November 18.
Members enjoyed delicious appetizers
and signature margaritas, and great
networking. It was our way of thanking
members for serving our community
and supporting the chamber. Our gener-
al membership/new officer installation
dinner will be held on January 13 at
Romilo’s Restaurant and Bar. The
event is sponsored by the Anne Arun-
del Economic Development Corpora-
tion and our keynote speaker is Execu-
tive Director Ben Birge.

On December 2, we held a ribbon-cut-

» Continued on page 55

Frame & Frame Treats Clients Like Family

By Haley Weisgerber

eople often say not to mix family and business,
but at Frame & Frame Attorneys at Law, working
with family and treating clients like family is
just part of what makes the firm so special.
Vernon Frame started the firm in 1954. An insurance
adjuster by day, Vernon attended law school at night so

he could better serve the community.

“He would help anybody who came in the door,” said
his daughter, Tara Frame. “Whatever legal problem

they had, he was available to help.”

Tara knew she would follow in her father’s footsteps

and seeing them and working with them.”

Hiring new attorneys has allowed Frame & Frame
to not only expand to include four locations in Pasa-
dena, Annapolis, Frederick and Stevensville but also
to grow in the services offered. Tara said her fellow
attorneys, Erica Redmond, Veronica Zoberbier and
Richard Adams, as well as her loyal and talented staff,

are to thank.

“They have enabled us to really offer and deliver more
quality service to people that we might not be able to
otherwise,” said Tara.

Frame & Frame started as a firm focused on general

from a young age.

“I can remember being around 3 years old and going
into the office with him and pretending to be his
secretary,” said Tara. “It was just kind of always a given
for me. That’s what I wanted to do from when [ was
very young.”

She became an attorney in 1995 and in 1996, she left
the Baltimore firm she was working at and joined her
father. Tara took over in 2002 when Vernon retired at
the age of 80. Now, she has stayed true to her father’s
original vision and provides support for community
members in need.

“We really take the time to get to know our clients,”
said Tara. “I feel like, especially in this day and age, a
lot of other attorneys don’t necessarily do that as well
as we do.”

That philosophy has paid off, and Frame & Frame
has developed a loyal clientele and gets a lot of refer-

Tara Frame and Erica Redmond are two of the
attorneys at Frame & Frame who are dedicated to
creating the best experience for clients.

ral business.

“I think we really treat our clients as part of the
family,” said Tara. “To this day, I represent children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren of my dad’s
clients. I treat everyone as [ would treat my family with
the same respect and courtesy.”

The four attorneys and six support staff members at
Frame & Frame are also a family.

“Ilove my team,” said Tara. “I love coming into work

practices like bankruptcy, divorce, estate planning and
so much more. Now, Frame & Frame focuses on five
areas — estate planning, elder law, probate, family law
and personal injury — to better serve its clients. Staff
additions have allowed Fame & Frame to help people
with special needs planning, Medicaid planning and
LGBTQ planning.

“We promise to give them a great client experience,”
said Tara. “We promise to be a trusted advisor and
resource for them, for themselves, and their families.”

Tara said the close-knit community is perfect for this
firm because of the commitment to helping as many
people as they can. As the firm grows and that commu-
nity expands, Frame & Frame stays true to its mission
of treating everyone like a family and with dignity.

To learn more about Frame & Frame Attorneys at
Law, visit wwwframeandframelaw.com, call 410-255-0373
or email contactus@frameandframelaw.com.
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Absolute Design Studio is located at 740 Generals Highway in Millersville.

Three-2 Health & Fitness Celebrates Severna Park Location

Mark Fleming and Brandy Sears welcomed the community to a ribbon-cutting ceremony at Three-2 Health & Fitness Studio on November 11. The team
shared their vision for a center that offers fitness and health options to all ages. Sears also talked about the studio’s training classes for senior citizens.
Three-2 Health & Fitness is located at 770 Ritchie Highway, Suite W11, in Severna Park.

Millersville Welcomes Absolute Design Studio

The Greater Severna Park and Arnold Chamber of Commerce joined Absolute Design Studio owner Jessica Ford for a ribbon-cutting on December 2. Ford gave
attendees a tour of the showroom and talked about the tiles, cabinets, custom features and more that can make anyone’s home a canvas for their life.

Warfield & Darrah, P.C.

Attorneys at Law
Robert W. Warfield - Paula J. Darrah
Voted

2020 Best Lawyer
2021 Best Lawyer

All Family Law Matters
Divorce ~ Property Division ~ Custody
Alimony ~ Child Support - Wills

Estates ~ Protective Order Proceedings D

Litigation Appeals - Contracts

Offering Free 2 Hour consultation. Remote Conferencing.
Schedule Yours Today!

Severna Park II, 838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 2, Severna Park, Maryland 21146
www.darrahfamilylaw.com

(410) 544-1020

SEVERNA PARK
021

Investment Property Management, LLC

We Manage Commercial &
Residential Properties

Office 443-748-2123

www.investmentpmgmt.com

Let Our
Experience Protect

Your Investment!
Over 30 years
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AROUND THE HOUSE OLD LINE CHIMNEY SWEEPS

FREE

Estimates

W || HEGARTY

Quality workmanship at affordable prices for over 30 years

EXTERIOR
Siding | Roofing | Windows
Doors | Concrete | Repair
Additions | Porches and More!

INTERIOR
Kitchens | Baths

Drywall | Painting | Plaster
Repair and More!

410-721-0633

MHIC
#9961

ASKABOUT OUR
WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE
LICENSED - INSURED

Residential - Commercial
Sales-Service-Installation-Repairs
* Water Heaters ¢ Backflow Services
* Sinks & Showers

* Frozen Lines

* Water Main Repairs
* Disposals * Leaky Faucets & Pipes
* Sump Pumps * Clogged Drains & Sewer

* Toilets * Big or Small Jobs  * Low Water Pressure

Quality Since 1957 MD Lic 63813

RUSSELL R. DWYER, INC.

Dwyer Plumbing & Heating
(410) 647-3030

www.dwyerplumbinginc.com

ccccccccc
&Insured

8377-B Jumpers Hole Road, Millersville, MD 21108

Backflow
Certified

VERTEXCARPENTRY

Covering all Angles

BASEMENT FINISHING
CUSTOM CABINETRY
DOORS & TRIM
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

N/

www.vertexcarpentry.com
443.926.6657

50 EAST REMODELING 410-500-2266

www.50eastremodeling.com

ALBRECHT PROPERTIES

& HOME IMPROVEMENTS 410-360-7703

1215 Oak Harbour Court, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.albrechthomeimprovements.com

BEAR LANDSCAPING INC. 410-969-0669

8116 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.bearlandscaping.com

DESIGN ToPs 410-761-6336

435 E. Stiemly Avenue, Glen Burnie, MD 21060
www.designtopsllc.com

DOVE REMODELING 410-439-5700

8611 Fort Smallwood Road # C, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.doveremodelingservices.com

EPic CLEANING SOLUTIONS 443-875-5060

www.makeyourhomeepic.com

HOMESTEAD GARDENS

LANDSCAPE DIVISION 410-867-6336

743 W. Central Avenue, Davidsonville, MD 21035
www.landscape.homesteadgardens.com

LANDMARK ROOFING 443-223-7453

540 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 3

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.remodelwithlandmark.com

MAIDHEALTHY 410-897-0040

2567 Housley Road, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.maidhealthy.biz

MoLLY MAID OF CENTRAL

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 410-349-8080

1517 Ritchie Highway, Suite 102, Arnold, MD 21012
www.mollymaid.com

PO Box 933, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.oldlinechimney.com

4 Weeks FREE
Call for details

Child Care & Learning Center.
Providing care for infants
through school-age since 2003
2 Carvel Court
Pasadena MD 21122

410-255-0478

www.granniecare.com
MSDE licensed child care center #122871

FOOD, DRINK & ENTERTAINMENT

BELLA NAPOLI

ITALIAN RESTAURANT 410-255-9400

350 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.bellanapoli.us

CHICK-FIL-A - SEVERNA PARK 410-647-6232

511 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spcfa.com

DONUT SHACK 410-544-0278

497 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

FISHPAWS MARKETPLACE 410-647-7363

954 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012
www.fishpawsmarket.com

GARRY’S GRILL 410-544-0499
553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.garrysgrill.com

GOSKA’S LIQUORS 410-647-4041

501 Leelyn Drive, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.goskas.com

HARBOUR SPIRITS 410-544-6377

527 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.harbourspirits.com
JB’S BAR & GRILLE

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.jbs-sp.com

566 Ritchie Highway

LEDO P1ZZA

— MILLERSVILLE 410-729-3333

8531 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.ledopizza.com/store/millersville

LEDO P1ZZA

- SEVERNA PARK 410-544-3344

552-E Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.ledopizza.com/store/severna-park

PORT TACK LTD.

WINE & SPIRITS 410-974-0800

1246 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.porttackltd.com

RASA JUICE SHOP 410-570-4597

90 Maryland Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.rasajuiceshop.com

SEVERNA PARK LANES 410-647-0811

840 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gobowlingsevernapark.com

SEVERNA PARK TAPHOUSE 410-793-5759

58 W. Earleigh Heights Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparktaphouse.com

LV HEALTH, BEAUTY & FITNESS

BAKER SISTERS FAMILY

DENTAL CARE 410-768-7740

8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.bakersisters.com

BALLET THEATRE OF MARYLAND 410-224-5644

801 Chase Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.balletmaryland.org

BARENBURG EYE ASSOCIATES 410-437-4440

8556 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.barenburgeye.com

CHESAPEAKE HEARING CENTERS  410-881-0426

580 Ritchie Highway, Suite I, Severna Park, MD 21146

www.helpyourhearing.com
HEARING SOLUTIONS
AUDIOLOGY CENTER

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.hearsolutions.com

410-672-1244

HEARTLANDS ASSISTED LIVING

AT SEVERNA PARK 410-729-1600

715 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.heartlandsassistedliving.com

HOSPICE OF THE CHESAPEAKE 410-987-2003

90 Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.hospicechesapeake.org

MIKE’S PHARMACY 410-255-1800

8541 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.mymikespharmacy.com

MIKE’S PHARMACY 410-255-0099

3820 Mountain Road, Suite G, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.mymikespharmacy.com

SEVERNA PARK RACQUETBALL

& FITNESs CLUB 410-987-0980

8514 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.sprfc.com

SPRING ARBOR OF SEVERNA PARK 410-544-7774

838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 3, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.springarborliving.com

UM BALTIMORE WASHINGTON
MEDICAL CENTER 410-787-4000

301 Hospital Drive, Glen Burnie, MD 21601
www.umms.org/bwmc

Your TRUSTED
Neighborhood

Proudly serving
the Severna

Park area Pharmacy
for 31
years!

o Hours:
410-544-7275 7o Mon-Fri 9-6
580-N Ritchie Hwy Sat 9-3

www.SevernaParkPharmacy.com

410-975-0090

www.RutzenEye.com

RUTZEN

EYE SPECIALISTS
& LASER CENTER

©
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Closing The Year

» Continued from page 52
lawmakers debate the Build Back Better
deal that could come with tax law chang-
es. We don’t know when the bill will be
passed, but I'm watching closely and
preparing for possible future effects we’ll
see on the economy.

Whether you are traveling or staying lo-
cal, I wish you a happy and healthy holiday

season and a prosperous new year.

7 Riggs Avenue, Severna Park, MD 21146
—443-647-4321

www.labargefinancial.com

Registered representative offering securities
and advisory services through Cetera Advisor
Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC, a bro-
ker-dealer and a registered investment adviser.
Cetera is under separate ownership from any
other named entity.

The views depicted in this material are for
information purposes only and are not neces-
sarily those of Cetera Advisor Networks LLC.
They should not be considered specific advice or
recommendations for any individual.

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com

THE COTTAGE

www.shopthecottage.com

HIMMEL'S LANDSCAPE
& GARDEN CENTER

410-544-0072

410-647-6742
562 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

» Continued from page 52

ting to celebrate the grand opening of Ab-
solute Design Studio in Millersville. The
studio features 4,000 square feet of tile
and stone products including porcelain,
ceramic, glass, natural stone and more.
Talented owner and designer Jessica
Ford can help you bring your project to
life within your budget. Donations were
collected for Orphan Grain Train at the
ribbon-cutting.

Our holiday tree lighting and chamber
open house was held on Friday, December
3, at the chamber. Community members
flocked to see Santa and the Grinch and
celebrate the beginning of the holiday
season. We enjoyed performances from
The Dance Center of Severna Park,
the Severna Park Elementary School
chorus, and Creative Force Dance. We
were joined by County Executive Steuart
Pittman, and our sponsors were Chick-
fil-A of Severna Park, Steak ‘n Shake,
The Big Bean, Delegate Heather Bag-
nall, Costco and United States Insur-

THE BANK OF GLEN BURNIE

Chamber Update

ance Services. Revelers were treated to
cookies, hot chocolate and Vermont cider
(The Big Bean specialties), candy canes,
and pictures in front of the beautiful tree.
Many thanks to our sponsors, our elves
from the Toast of Severna Park Toast-
masters Club, ProSound Karaoke,
Freeman Bagnall as Santa, and Jim
League as the Grinch!

Our wonderful Holiday Taste and Sip
11th anniversary event will be held at
the Chartwell Golf and Country Club on
December g from 6:00pm — 9:00pm. This
event features our restaurants, caterers,
liquor stores and bakeries all under one
roof so you can taste and sip throughout
the evening. Presenting sponsor is the
Matt Wyble Team of Century 21 New
Millennium. Gold sponsors are the
Gardiner and Appel Group and What’s
Up? Magazine, the music sponsor is
Spring Arbor of Severna Park, and
bronze sponsors are Griswold Home
Care, Meridiem DermSpa, Emer-
ald Financial Group and the Tree-

410-544-0270

534 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

www.bofgh.com

THE DAVID ORSO TEAM

OF COMPASS REAL ESTATE

www.davidorso.com

DI1GGS LAW

Millersville, MD 21108
www.diggslaw.com

410-255-7730

443-372-7171

8 Evergreen Road, Severna Park, MD 21146

410-244-1189

8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 302

branch Group.

Zachary’s Jewelers has donated a gor-
geous Alor designer bangle for our raffle,
and the silent auction table is overflowing
with wonderful donations from our local
businesses. We will have live performanc-
es by the Chesapeake Harmony Chorus
and pianist Jeff Harding. For tickets,
visit www.gspacc.com.

On Monday, December 13, our Success-
ful Women in Business will hold its an-
nual luncheon at Café Mezzanotte. This
is a fun networking event and attendees
can also do some last-minute shopping.
The event is sponsored by Lisa’s Cake-
pops, and vendors include Skinlogic,

Q Sciences, and Higgins and Friends
Pet Sitting.

As always, visit www.gspacc.com for
more information about the chamber and
our activities. You can also email me at
ceo@gspacc.com or call 410-647-3900. And
remember to shop local and give local to
support our wonderful businesses and
nonprofits!

4374 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.himmelsgardencenter.com

HOMESTEAD GARDENS 410-384-7966

522 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.homesteadgardens.com

Houck’s MENSWEAR 410-757-5500

1382 Cape St. Claire Road, Annapolis, MD 21409

PARK HOME 410-544-1127

568-E Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

www.parkhomestyle.com

PARK PLAZA MERCHANT’S
ASSOCIATION

550-582 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

SAVVY CONSIGNMENT 410-647-1636
553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.savvyconsignment.com
SIDE STREET FRAMERS

558 B Ritchie Highway

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.sidestreetframers.com

410-544-9050

WILD BIRD CENTER
OF SEVERNA PARK 410-647-2453

568 G Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.wildbird.com/franchises/wild-bird-center-of-severna-park

ARUNDEL FEDERAL 410-544-9600

50 W. McKinsey Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.arundelfederal.com

FELLNER LEGAL SERVICES 443-906-0117

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.flslawyer.com

FRAME & FRAME

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 410-255-0373

8562 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frameandframelaw.com

FRANK & BILL’S AUTO

COLLISION 410-255-3368

3306 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frankandbills.com

GARDINER & APPEL 410-647-7777

570 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gardinerappelgroup.com

THE GREAT AMERICAN

CAR WASH 410-544-9009

825 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.thegreatamericancarwash.com
MELISSA BLOHM OF
LONG & FOSTER REAL ESTATE

145 Main Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.homesbymelissablohm.com

410-991-5967

MORAN INSURANCE 410-544-3422

696 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

www.moraninsurance.com

PRIMARY RESIDENTIAL

MORTGAGE, INC. 410-777-8393

489 Ritchie Highway, Suite 202, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.primaryresidentialmortgage.com

SEVERNA PARK AUTOMOTIVE 410-647-8322

499 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparkautomotive.com

JIM’S BODY SHOP
410-647-1178

Family Owned & Operated for 45 Years

¢ All work guaranteed for as
long as you own the vehicle

* FREE estimates

* We accept all insurance

247 Keedy’s Lane | Pasadena, MD
Owner - Jim Keedy | Fax 410-647-4231

Premier

Planning Group
Wealth Management

Premier Planning Group is an independent firm with securities offered through Summit
Brokerage Services, Inc., Member FINRA, SIPC. Jason LaBarge and Premier Planning
Group, or any of its affiliates, do not represent the federal government, including the SSA.

SHORE UNITED BANK 410-544-0800

598 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146

www.shoreunitedbank.com

VCA CALVERT

VETERINARY CENTER 410-360-7297

4100 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.calvertvet.com

WNAV 410-263-1430

236 Admiral Drive, Annapolis, MD 21401
WWww.1430whnav.com

AHO.LOTYUIA SSANISNT
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Step into the new year on a high note

with your financial planning in order!




