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By Alyson Kay

T he Annapolis Dragon Boat Club 
kicked off Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month with its inaugural 

Dragonfest event at the club’s home port, 
Pier 4 Marina in Annapolis. The event 
featured live music by the band Space-
Krafft, raffles, and a silent auction for a 
variety of prizes.

Dragon boating has a long history 
dating back over 2000 years in ancient 
China. The sport was originally used 

Dragon Boat 
Club Holds 

Breast Cancer 
Fundraiser

F or the third year, Shoptoberfest will 
come to the Park Plaza shopping 
center in October, inviting area 

residents to enjoy entertainment, a cos-
tume contest for kids and dogs, and items 
from more than 60 exhibitors. This year’s 
event is set for October 22 from 11:00am 

Shoptoberfest To 
Offer Fall Fun A Coaching Giant

Hall Of Fame Honoree Andy Borland  
Reflects On Life Of Coaching, Mentorship

By Judy Tacyn

F ormer Severna Park 
High School coach 
and athletic direc-

tor Andy Borland will be 
honored with the Bernie 

Walter Memorial Award for exemplary service to county 
athletics on October 12 during the 31st annual Anne Arun-
del County Sports Hall of Fame banquet in Annapolis.

Borland arrived in Maryland in 1962 to teach high 
school physical education because his annual salary would 
be $2,000 more than he could make in his native North 
Carolina. If it was the money that brought him to Anne 
Arundel County, it certainly wasn’t what has kept him 

here for the last 60 years.
Borland is honored to be recognized by the county 

with an award named after Walter, a coach whose career 
spanned four decades, though Borland is not sure he 
should be considered a “legend.”

“A legend is a myth, and a myth is a lie,” said Borland in 
his humble North Carolina drawl. “No matter how good 
you think you are, there is always somebody better.”

During this interview, not once did Borland mention the 
buildings, gyms or rooms that bear his name. Not once did 
he mention his 145-108 record during his 25 years as head 
football coach at Severna Park, or that his win total ranks 
among the highest for Anne Arundel County coaches, 

»» Continued on page 4

»» Continued on page 2

»» Continued on page 16
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By Mark Patton

W hen Bonnie Sysko sits 
behind her drum kit, 
the smiles from the 

audience begin before a single 
beat has been played.

The crowd isn’t a typical one, 
though. For 20 years, Sysko has 
been spreading the joy of music 
with sing-alongs at assisted 
living and nursing residences in 
the region.

During a September 26 sing-
along at Sunrise of Severna 
Park, about 30 senior residents 
of the facility were belting out 
songs from their youth while 
tapping their feet and nodding 
their heads.

With Sysko’s steady hands 
dosing out the rhythm, the 
other volunteers from Assis-
tance League of the Chesapeake 
encouraged the residents to join in 
and sing along.

“It’s really a wonderful gift they 
give to our seniors,” said Kimberly 
Best, activity and volunteer coor-
dinator at Sunrise of Severna Park. 
“Bonnie takes time to pick music 
that the residents know.”

Sysko, who is blind, said the 
volunteers have as much fun as the 
residents.

“Although I cannot see the smiles, 
I can sense the energy in the room 
and am happy to know that everyone 
is having a good time,” Sysko said.

As well as drumming and chair-
ing the sing-alongs for seniors, 
Sysko is currently the bylaws chair 
and parliamentarian of Assistance 
League of the Chesapeake, a non-
profit volunteer organization whose 
mission is to improve the lives of 
children and adults through commu-
nity-based programs.

Sysko’s penchant for spreading joy 
comes as no surprise to her sister, 

Laurie Brautigam, who recently 
moved to Jacksonville, Florida.

“Bonnie’s whole life has been to do 
for others,” Brautigam said. “She’s 
just a really good person.”

Sysko, who is a Shipley’s Choice 
resident, is a charter member of the 
Assistance League of the Chesa-
peake. In addition to the sing-alongs 
for seniors, Assistance League of 
the Chesapeake offers a variety of 
services such as providing uniforms 
for school children in need as well as 
running a program that utilizes pup-
pets to talk with elementary school 
students about bullying.

“I just like to help whoever I can, 
wherever I can, whenever I can,” said 
Sysko, who is married with four kids 
and seven grandchildren.

Sysko’s fellow volunteer, Michele 
Kelly, spoke about one sing-along 
event where the group was ap-
proached by a man asking for a 
particular song to be played so that 
he could sing it to his wife who was 
suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. 

After the song was over, Kelly 
said a tear ran down the wife’s 
cheek as she leaned over and 
kissed her husband. It was 
the first kiss she’d given in 
four years.

“Studies have shown that 
hearing and participating in 
these songs from their past is 
beneficial to seniors and can of-
ten improve their mood and be-
havior,” Sysko said. “Even those 
suffering with severe memory 
loss have actively participated 
in the sing-alongs, much to the 
surprise of their caregivers.”

During the recent sing-along 
at Sunrise of Severna Park, the 
residents were led into “When 
You’re Smiling.” Perhaps there’s 
no better way to summarize the 
impact that Sysko’s group has 

on the residents than to hear the 
seniors singing the lyrics in uni-
son while expressions of joy spread 
across their faces.

“When you’re smilin’, when you’re 
smilin’, the whole world smiles with 
you. When you’re laughin’, when 
you’re laughin’, the sun comes  
shining through.”

Margueritte Mills
Volunteer Of The Month

Bonnie Sysko Serves Smiles  
With A Side Of Rhythm

Photos by Mark Patton

During a September 26 sing-along at Sunrise 
of Severna Park, Bonnie Sysko played drums 
for about 30 senior residents of the facility.

to 3:00pm.
“It is a great event to bring the com-

munity together with our businesses and 
nonprofits to build face-to-face rela-
tionships,” said Greater 
Severna Park and Arnold 
Chamber of Commerce 
CEO Liz League, whose 
organization plans the 
event. “It is a ‘shop local’ 
event that also educates 
the community on the 
importance of supporting 
local businesses as they 
create jobs, provide de-
sired goods and services, 
and keep their tax dollars 
local to support communi-
ty initiatives.”

This year’s gold sponsors are SERVPRO 
of Annapolis/Severna Park and the Jing 
Ying Institute of Kung Fu & Tai Chi. Both 
businesses will donate $500 to charities of 
their choice.

“We do have new business-
es this year, including Ace 
Handyman Services, and we 
expect this to be a sold-out 
event with over 60 exhibitors,” 
League said.

The exhibitors will have a 
Halloween vibe at their tables 
with treats and giveaways.

Shoptoberfest is free and 
fun for people of all ages. The 
kids costume contest will be 
held at 1:00pm, and the dog 
costume contest is scheduled 
for 1:30pm.

Shoptoberfest To Offer Fall Fun

W ant to help families in your 
community? The Stride for 
SPAN Turkey Trot fundraiser 

is set for November 5 at Kinder Farm 
Park in Millersville. The event includes 
a 5K at 9:00am and a one-mile fun 
walk at 9:30am.

SPAN is an emergency assistance 
network that has been helping its 
neighbors since 1990. The organization 
assists with utilities, eviction preven-
tion, medical needs, infant supplies 
and food disbursement.

Registration is $20 for the walk and 
for 5K teams of four or more people; 
$25 for participants 18 and under; and 
$35 for runners over age 18. To learn 
more, search for “2022 Stride for SPAN 
Turkey Trot” on www.active.com.

Stride For SPAN
»» Continued from page 1
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Trusted Care | Because we are guests in your home, your comfort and trust are paramount to us. 
Caregivers are  bonded, insured, and subjected to a rigorous screening process, including background 
and reference checks and verification of credentials. Ongoing supervisory visits by management help 
ensure that our care continues to meet your expectations.

Benefits & Services | Home care preserves independence. You maintain control of your schedule, 
your routine, and your activities. Maybe you’ve recently had surgery or suffered an injury, or you’re 
adapting to a new challenge, such as life after a stroke. Perhaps you need assistance caring for a loved 
one with Alzheimer’s, or you live apart and aren’t able to help your loved one as much as you would like.

Personal Care | Our personal care attendants provide hands on support to help with a greater 
quality of life:

• Medication reminders • Bathing, dressing, shaving, grooming, oral care
• Skin care • Feeding
• Toileting and incontinence care • Turning and transfers

Homekeeping | Our homekeepers assist with keeping the home clean, safe, and comfortable. These 
services include, but are not limited to:

• Meal planning, preparation, and cleanup • Laundry, ironing, and changing bed linens
• Light housekeeping • Mopping, sweeping, and vacuuming
• Pet and plant care • Prescription pick up • Errands
We offer plans customized to your needs and budget.

Skilled & Complex Nursing Care | Skilled care is our highest level of care and is designed to assist 
your loved one with their most advanced medical needs, including recovery from illness, injury, or surgery.

• Pre and Post Operative Care • Monitoring Vitals
• Medication Management • Catheter Care
• Diabetic Care • And More

Honoring your CHOICES, your INDEPENDENCE, and your DIGNITY

Contact us 
today to 

learn more!
410-449-4538

www.leanondee.com

by villagers to wake the hibernating, 
heavenly dragon spirit around the sum-
mer solstice.

The sport’s popularity among breast 
cancer survivors started in the 1990s. Dr. 
Don McKenzie discovered that exercise 
could reduce the risk of lymphedema, a 
swelling caused by removal or weakening 
of the lymph vessels and nodes. Lymph-
edema can be caused by surgeries or 
radiation.

McKenzie used dragon boating for his 
studies. Since then, the sport has become 
a popular way for breast cancer survivors 
to gather and do full-body exercise to aid 
in recovery.

Typically, dragon boating involves 22 
people in a 48-foot-long boat. A drummer 
at the front keeps tempo with the front 
paddlers and sets the tempo for paddlers 
in all three sections. The front section 
breaks the water and sets the initial pace, 
the middle section provides a lot of the 
power, and the back section helps steer 
and keep the boat steady.

The Annapolis Dragon Boat Club was 
started in 2010 by Mike Ashford, an 
Annapolis breast cancer survivor and 
founder of McGarvey’s Saloon and Oyster 
Bar, and Lorraine Tafra, a surgeon with 
Luminis Health Anne Arundel Medical 
Center in Annapolis. Together, they 
reached out to breast cancer survivors in 
the area to start the club.

The club participates in races across the 
East Coast, as well as international festi-
vals. Boats from multiple clubs compete. 
Most races are 500 meters long and last 
about two minutes.

Teams typically practice five times 
a week during the season. Roughly 50 
percent of the club is made up of breast 
cancer survivors, who call themselves 
“breast cancer warriors.”

Joni Krafft is a retired government em-
ployee with two adult children. She has 
been a member since 2012 and discovered 
the club through her friend, Ashford.

Krafft was diagnosed with stage four 
breast cancer in 1996. She went through 
chemotherapy and radiation, and she 
received a stem cell transplant.

“It was about a yearlong process,” 
Krafft said.

Krafft enjoys how the club offers 
support for breast cancer survivors while 
focusing more on the sport and exercise.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity to be 
around women who have been through 
the same experience, but it’s not some-
thing that we dwell on,” said Krafft, 
who serves as a coach and paddles at 
the front.

Severna Park resident Liz Carlin has 
been a member of the club since fall 2016 
and serves as the treasurer on the board 
of directors. In 2014, she noticed a lump 
under her arm. She thought the lump was 
a bug bite, but when it didn’t go away, she 
went to her doctor, who recommended a 
mammogram. After two mammograms 
and a biopsy, Carlin was told by an 
oncologist that the lump was probably 
not just fatty tissue as her other doctors 
had thought.

“I left the hospital, got in my car, drove 
around the parking lot three or four 
times trying to get my thoughts clear,” 
Carlin said. “And then I stopped the car 

and called my daughter.”
Carlin’s daughter, a nurse practitioner 

and oncology/breast cancer specialist 
who lived in Kensington at the time, 
reassured Carlin that she had the right 
people working with her.

“She knew exactly what to do for me 
and who to call,” Carlin said.

In 2016, following chemothera-
py, radiation and multiple surgeries, 
Carlin’s daughter recommended that her 
mom meet with the Annapolis Dragon 
Boat Club and try the sport to aid in 
her recovery.

Carlin’s first time in a dragon boat was 
a “soft paddle,” where she just rode in the 
boat. The practice is meant for first-time 
dragon boat users and people still in 
treatment who are too weak to paddle 
strongly. Although she couldn’t be very 
involved in paddling for the 2016 season, 
she quickly grew to like it.

“I was just smitten with it — the 
friendships, the camaraderie, and the 
fact that there were other people that 
had gone through exactly or very similar 
situations to me that I could talk to if I 
wanted to,” Carlin said.

In 2017, Carlin participated in a 
fundraiser and Guinness World Record 
attempt to row a half marathon at Spa 
Creek. Carlin and the other women 
were nervous about paddling for three 
hours and 13 miles, but by the time the 
boat set off, the careful planning of the 
event paid off.

“It was a beautiful day,” Carlin said. 
“The steerers of the boat had a plan. We 
switched gears. We switched drummers. 
We sang songs. It was just quite a party 

on the boat.”
A special part of the event was the 

participation of a woman in her early 
40s who was a metastatic breast cancer 
survivor. She served as a drummer.

“She didn’t have a lot of family around 
this area, so we sort of adopted her,” 
Carlin said. “And we knew, sadly, what 
the future might look like for her. Having 
her on the front of that boat leading us 
into the harbor at that last minute with 
her children standing by cheering was a 
very special moment for all of us.”

The club achieved the world record.
In summer 2018, the club went to Italy 

for a dragon boat festival. It was Carlin’s 
first time in Italy. During the festival, the 
3,000 breast cancer survivors in atten-
dance threw pink flowers into the Arno 
River to celebrate survivors and those 
lost to breast cancer.

“It really made a difference,” 
Carlin said.

Carlin came up with the idea of Drag-
onfest to provide financial support for 
races, operating costs, boat replacement 
or repair, club trips, and outreach for 
new members. The next big club trip is 
the New Zealand Dragon Boat Festival 
in April 2023. Since the club has grown 
to more than 100 members, the women 
might purchase a third boat. The event 
also supported a variety of charities 
including Bosom Buddies Charities, Well-
ness House of Annapolis, and the Oyster 
Recovery Partnership

For more information about the club or 
to donate, visit www.annapolisdragonboat-
club.org. The club’s email is info@annap-
olisdragonboat.org.

Dragon Boat Club Holds Breast Cancer Fundraiser
»» Continued from page 1



Authority: Friends of Amanda Fiedler; Samuel Long, Treasurer

In 2018, Amanda Fiedler campaigned on providing commitment and leadership District 5 residents could trust. 
She kept her promise to give the part-time Council position her full-time attention, and work across the aisle with 
Democrat and Republican politicians, community and business leaders, and local activists to get things done.

Amanda kept her commitment to work for a stronger economy:
— Voted for tax cuts on our families and lowered taxes for seniors, veterans, and first responders
— Introduced and passed legislation that protects industries that are part of our history like farming, watermen, and local 
 plant nurseries
— Cut red tape for small businesses to create more local jobs

Amanda kept her commitment to work to improve public safety:
— Passed legislation to improve safety on our roadways and in our county parks
— Voted for increased salaries of our police and fire to retain our valued first responders
— Supported funding for a new 9-1-1 call center
— Amanda is the only council candidate in District 5 endorsed by the police 

Amanda kept her commitment to support education:
— Supported the increase of teacher salaries to keep our teachers here
— Voted for more mental health professionals in our schools
— Advocates for issues that impact families in our schools, including transportation and the needs of each school community

Amanda kept her commitment to oppose and prevent over-development:
— Introduced and passed legislation requiring more transparency from developers
— Voted against high-density development initiatives that would adversely impact our infrastructure and schools
— Secured more protection of forested conservation

AMANDA FIELDER’S BEEN THERE FOR US. 
NOW LET’S BE THERE FOR HER.

Re-elect AMANDA FIELDER 
on November 8th!

www.VoteForFiedler.com

Our families, communities, 
& small businesses deserve 

the best representation 
on the County Council.
We’ve had it for the past four years. 

Let’s keep it for the next four!

Dear Neighbor,
It has been an honor to serve you on the Anne Arundel 
Council for the past few years. Together, we faced  
unprecedented challenges to our families and businesses.  
As we work together to recover and strengthen Anne  
Arundel’s economy, education, safety, and environment, 
experienced leadership is important for our community.  
I do not take your support for granted, and have been a 
strong and effective voice for District 5. I look forward to 
continuing to represent your priorities on the County Council 
for the next four years.

Amanda Fiedler brings her background and  
experience to be our voice on the County Council
 • Born and raised in District 5
 • Graduate of Broadneck Senior High School; B.A from Salisbury University
 • PTO Board Member for a local elementary school
 • Patient & Family Advisor – Women’s and Children’s Unit at AAMC
 • Member, NICU Quality Control Council 
 • Member, Greater Severna Park and Arnold Chamber of Commerce   
 • Awardee, Baltimore Sun “25 Women to Watch”  
 • Fellow, Academy for Excellence in Local Governance
 • Member, Taxation Subcommittee for the Maryland Association of Counties

Re -Elect

  Amanda 
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By Judy Tacyn

A chill in the air, browning leaves and pumpkin-spice 
delicacies on every menu are sure indications that 
it’s fall in Severna Park. The community is packed 

with fun activities for children, families, and adults, so get 
out and enjoy all that Severna Park and Arnold have to offer 
during this beautiful time of year. Here is just a sampling of 
what’s happening.

Spooktacular October Events

Fall Fun Day  (all ages; family)
Saturday, October 8
10:00am—3:00pm
Kinder Farm Park
Admission: free; some activities may
require tickets

K ick off fall with this Severna Park 
festival favorite. Though a bit scaled 
down this year, the event will feature 

hayrides, scarecrow making, demonstra-
tions, and kids activities including a pump-
kin patch, and games and crafts. Tickets 
for the activities will be sold at locations 
throughout the event. Food and beverage 
vendors will also be available. The park en-
trance fee will be waived for the event.

Pumpkins in the Park  (all ages; family)
Friday, October 21
5:00pm—9:00pm
Severna Park Community Center
Admission: at least one canned item per person,
to be collected and donated to SPAN

T he Woods Child Development Center and 
the Woods Church Children’s Ministry 
invite families to join their neighbors for 

pumpkin decorating, Halloween games, spooky 
tunes, photo opportunities and good old-fash-
ioned family fun. Several Halloween-themed 
activity stations will keep your costumed kid-
dos busy and engaged. This event is especially 
suited for pre-K through fifth-grade children, 
but everyone is welcome.

Season’s Creepings Haunted 
Holiday Gala  (adults)

Friday, October 21
7:30pm—11:30pm
Severna Park Elks Lodge 2482
Admission: ticket plus an
unopened new toy 

I t’s the Elks’ 10th annual Halloween 
party and fundraiser kickoff benefit-
ing Toys for Tots. An individual $50 

ticket includes dinner, drinks from the 
open bar, live music, dancing, and lip sync 
and costume contests. Group tickets are 
also available at executiveevents.ticketleap.
com/seasonscreepings.

Troop 0152 Craft & 
Vendor Fair  (all ages)

Saturday, October 22
9:00am—2:00pm
Severna Park Baptist Church
Admission: free

G et a jump on your holiday shop-
ping by visiting the American 
Heritage Girls Scout troop craft 

and vendor fair. There will be many ven-
dors selling handmade items, including 
goodies made by the troop girls. Any-
one interested in being a vendor should 
contact md0152ahg@gmail.com for more 
information.

Spooky Cookie Decorating 
Workshop  (all ages; family)

Wednesday, October 26
6:00pm—7:00pm
Broadneck Library
Admission: free

T ake your cookie decorating to the next level with 
this seasonal workshop. All materials including 
pre-baked sugar cookies, frosting, piping bags and 

tips, and sprinkles will be provided. Learn decorating tips 
and tricks taught by a former cake decorator and have fun 
decorating sugar cookies. Children under age 8 must be 
accompanied by an adult. The workshop cannot guarantee 
that food served at library programs has not come into 
contact with tree nuts, soy or other allergens.

Halloween Spooktacular  (all ages; family)
Friday, October 28
5:00pm—9:00pm
Severna Park Community Center
Admission: Free

A n event for the entire family, the Halloween Spooktacular at the Severna Park 
Community Center invites families to join in some pre-Halloween fun. Wear your 
costume and trunk-or-treat from 5:00pm—8:00pm. There will be games, crafts, 

a movie and treats in Boone Station Hall, dancing by the Dance Center of Severna Park 
members, vendors, a photo booth and more. If you’re interested in becoming a vendor or 
hosting a trunk, reach out to Amy Holbrook at aholbrook@spcommunitycenter.org.

Story Time & Costume Parade  (all ages)
Saturday, October 29
11:00am—12:30pm
Broadneck Public Library, Community Meeting Room
Admission: Free

W ear your Halloween costume and join the Broad-
neck Library for a Halloween themed story-time 
and party to celebrate the spooky season with 

some silly Halloween stories, a costume parade, and 
more treats and activities. Children under age 8 must be 
accompanied by an adult.



Hey Neighbor.
Proudly serving the Severna Park & Broadneck communities for over twenty years.  David 
Orso’s office is centrally located in the heart of the community at the corner of Evergreen 
and Riggs.  Our team lives in this community, we are raising our families in this community 

and have been good neighbors for decades. When it comes time for you to buy or sell your 
home, The David Orso Real Estate Team gets you. More. More money for your home; more 

home for your money.  It is just that simple: We get that you deserve more.

443-372-7171
8 Evergreen Road 
Severna Park, MD

david@davidorso.com 
www.davidorso.com

Our annual Halloween 
Drive benefiting 
Sarah’s House.

Please contact our 
office with 

any questions.

You Deserve The BesT.
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454-A Ritchie Highway | Severna Park, MD 21146

410-432-2332    levineye.com

Seeing iS Believing.
See what makes us different.

eyecare for the entire family

Give your eyes what they deserve.

Follow 
Us On

Levin Eye Care is a Maryland-based, family-owned business 
offering top-notch customer service. Schedule an appointmnent 
today for a routine eye exam and let us help you find the 
perfect eyeglasses, sunglasses or contacts.

Most Vision insurances accepted — Walk-ins WelcoMe

Schedule Your 
Eye Exam Today!

An annual eye exam can be one 
of the best things you can do to 

ensure the health and wellness of 
you and your loved ones.

Taking care of your eyes 
is important to us.

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

“She Will Get You
Through The Door

Hassle - Free”

Office: 410–263-3400

High Demand + Limited Inventory
=

Great Time To Sell Your Home
Give Melissa Blohm a call, and let’s sell your home for

TOP DOLLAR!

Serving the Greater
Severna Park Community

For Over 40 Years

570 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd. • Severna Park, MD 21146
410.647.7777 • www.GAgroup.cpa

2022

2022

20212022
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Severna Park Native Honored 
With Environmental Award

Photo by Mark Patton

During the winter months, Gomes does a presentation for environ-
mental groups in Ocean City, where he centers the talk around “get-
ting comfortable being uncomfortable in the great outdoors.” It’s also 
a mantra that he believes is important for both students and teachers 
to take to heart.

From Gomes’ high school days as being a self-described “pond 
rat” to college breaks spent lifeguarding at the Olde Severna Park 
beach, where he recalls seeing children catching soft-shell crabs and 
squealing with delight, his outdoor adventures haven’t stopped in 
his adult years. Gomes has since thru-hiked the entire Appalachian 
Trail, which runs from Georgia to Maine. He’s kayaked the entirety 
of the Chesapeake Bay from Havre de Grace, Maryland, to Virginia 
Beach. Gomes has also spent time in New Zealand, learning about 
aquaculture and sustainable resource management, and the Gala-
pagos, learning about Darwin’s studies of evolution and the island’s 
biodiversity.

“I think everyone needs to find a personal space outside where 
they can go when they’re feeling stressed or overwhelmed,” said 
Gomes, emphasizing the unique nature that the Chesapeake region 
offers. “You can’t drive more than 10 minutes in this county without 
going over a bridge, a creek or a stream.”

The connected waterways theme is an important thing that 
Gomes shares with students in the classroom environment as well. 
It’s the same kind of connection that led Gomes from a wide-eyed 
child learning about nature at a local outdoor center to years later 
accepting an environmental award at the same location.

“It was a pleasant surprise, and I’m definitely honored and hum-
bled by that award,” Gomes said.

Nonprofit Life Of Joy Reaches Three-Year Milestone
By Sarah Sternhagen 

Student Intern

T he nonprofit Life of Joy Foun-
dation celebrated its three-year 
anniversary on September 22. Life 

of Joy was founded with the mission 
of taking a holistic approach to mental 
illness and suicide prevention.

Founder Joy Cortina knows that many 
factors contribute to a person’s mental 
health and her nonprofit aims to be a 
resource in the community for those who 
are struggling. Between Life of Joy Day, 
the nonprofit’s band and mental health 
first aid days, Life of Joy is determined to 
have an active presence.

“Our whole mission is around fostering 
this holistic approach and really wanting 
to help people look at it from this mind, 
body, spirit perspective and not just 
your traditional psychiatric approach,” 
Cortina said.

The nonprofit was founded by Cortina 
in September 2020 and with the volunteer 

efforts behind it, Life of Joy got off to a 
great start.

Part of Cortina’s motivation to start 
Life of Joy was her own experiences with 
mental illness and loved ones around her 
dealing with thoughts of suicide. 

Find the full story at  
www.severnaparkvoice.com.

By Mark Patton

W hen Bryan Gomes accepted the 2022 Jan Hollmann Environ-
mental Education Award on September 27 at the Arlington 
Echo Outdoor Education Center in Millersville, it was a 

full-circle moment for the Severna Park native.
Gomes recalled a visit to the same outdoor center on a field trip 

in elementary school. It was a visit that he describes as a powerful 
experience.

“I’m accepting an award at a place that kind of made me realize how 
fascinating and engaging spending time in nature is,” Gomes said.

Gomes has spent the last four years as the education coordina-
tor at ClearShark H2O, a Hanover-based environmental nonprofit 
whose mission is to provide hands-on programs designed to enhance 
students with a passion and understanding of Maryland’s waterways. 
Prior to that, Gomes worked at the Oyster Recovery Partnership, 
where he helped establish the Shell Recycling Alliance.

It’s his work with Anne Arundel County students, along with his 
more than 20 years of environmental advocacy, that spearheaded his 
nomination for the annual Jan Hollmann Environmental Education 
Award. Gomes became the 28th recipient of the award, which recog-
nizes an individual or organization that has been especially effective 
in achieving environmental education in Anne Arundel County.

Michelle Weisgerber, a 2017 recipient of the Jan Hollmann award, 
worked with Gomes when she was the signature program facilitator at 
Broadneck High School.

“Bryan’s longstanding commitment to environmental education is 
commendable and makes him stand apart,” said Weisgerber, who is 
on the committee for the award. “He put himself on the map with his 
work with oyster restoration and has continually educated himself on 
the environmental issues we face both locally and globally.”

Gomes’ love of the outdoors didn’t come from the classroom. He has 
undergraduate degrees in psychology and marketing and a master’s 
degree in education.

“My science is all osmosis,” Gomes said.
But it was also family, especially his late mother and his uncle, who 

inspired Gomes to appreciate nature. Gomes even calls his mom’s 
older brother, his uncle George Gavutis Jr., his “outdoor idol.”

So it was a rewarding moment for Gomes to have his uncle, who is 
now retired from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, come from his 22 
acres in New Hampshire, where Gavutis Jr. taps his own maple sugar 
trees, to introduce Gomes at the ceremony.

“All his family and associates are very proud of him and all he has 
accomplished, especially in the pursuit of environmental education 
and his work on oyster restoration,” said Gavutis Jr. “I know he has 
positively influenced innumerable young lives during his outstand-
ing career.”

Gomes’ work with area students, where he averages about a dozen 
educational programs a month for elementary to high school age kids, 
focuses on various topics such as the importance of oysters, the nat-
ural history of the Chesapeake Bay, and carbon emissions and plastic 
pollution in waterways.

“I know that every time I work with a kid, that I’m making a differ-
ence in their life,” Gomes said.

He admits that he sometimes sees a bit of himself in the students 
when he notices that spark in their eyes. But he feels even more pas-
sionate when he sees the disengaged child, and he thrives on working 
to show them that nature is fun.

“I can bring over a piece of line and teach a simple knot to a kid, and 
they get it, and then I see that spark too,” said Gomes, describing the 
self-confidence boost that he observes. “A little nautical knot is going 
to now empower a kid to feel like, ‘Hey, I can do this. I can have fun 
and be outside.’”
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LOOKING FOR A
 

NEW HOME THIS FALL? 
CALL ME TODAY!

LOOKING FOR A

NEW HOME THIS FALL?

Fall, Y'all!

By Diane Lewis

G rowing up in Arnold, Claire 
Woodfin didn’t imagine that 
she would someday find herself 

living in the middle of a war.
In 2007, Woodfin met her Ukrainian 

husband online. Their friendship 
grew while they both taught English 
in Hungary.

Before settling into her new married 
life in a rural southern region of Kyiv 
in 2020, she had visited Ukraine only a 
few times.

“People who have never been to 
Ukraine don’t realize that it is a very 
vibrant, colorful country with people 
living free and happy lives,” Woodfin 
said. “The values here are more like the 
European Union (EU) than the Eastern 
bloc countries.”

That “colorful country” was invaded 
by Russia in February 2022.

“When the war first began, signs to 
towns and villages were covered by 
tarps or taken down so that Russian sol-
diers did not know what area they were 
in,” Woodfin said. “The Russian soldiers 
can’t have cellphones and the old Rus-
sian tanks don’t have GPS capabilities.”

The biggest boost to Ukrainian morale 
and fighting was the shipment of arms 
from the United States, Woodfin said.

“The weapons gave the Ukrainians a 
lot of hope, and the improved weapons 
are no match for the old ones used by 
the Russians,” Woodfin said. “I haven’t 
seen any fighting in this area, but the air 
raid sirens used to go off a lot when the 
war first began, now it is only occasion-

ally, and it is not for the lesser populated 
rural areas.”

Woodfin is proud to see how Ukrai-
nians have responded to the Rus-
sian invasion.

“Ukrainians are proud, strong, and 
resourceful people and are especially 
united in their hatred toward Russia, 
which has been their oppressor for near-
ly 200 years,” Woodfin said.

Woodfin lives with her husband’s 
family. At one point during the war, 
her in-laws’ house was sheltering 13 
extra family members who left their 
home for safety. Woodfin’s in-laws run 
errands and bring back supplies so 
she can stay safely at home with her 
10-month-old son.

“Ukrainians now work and shop in 
areas not directly under threat; their 
attitude is that the enemy will not crush 
their spirit or life with the war,” Wood-

fin said. “Rural life started looking more 
normal when the weather got warmer 
and the threat of large groups of people 
being targeted with bombs lessened in 
areas not under siege.”

Woodfin said supplies are not as 
scarce as they used to be, and shipping 
is another aspect of life that the Ukrai-
nians are determined to not be affected 
by the war.

“Ukrainians are not hoarders; they 
are community-minded and will share 
supplies among neighbors and friends,” 
Woodfin said. “When I needed dia-
pers, my mother-in-law got some from 
friends in the neighborhood until they 
were available for purchase.”

Despite that unity from the 
Ukrainian people, the war is creating 
many challenges.

“I want people in the U.S. to know 
that in occupied areas and on frontlines, 

life is hell,” Woodfin emphasized. “In 
most unoccupied areas, everyone is 
doing everything they can to live nor-
mally, as a way of defying the Russians. 
There are times where I don’t feel the 
war, where I don’t hear a siren, for days. 
But that sense of tedious normalcy can 
be shattered any minute by a missile, or 
maybe even something worse, and we 
live with that tension — as well as the 
grief — for what others in the country 
are going through.”

Woodfin’s husband filters the war 
news to keep his wife from getting 
anxious. For anyone who can help, she 
recommends donating to the National 
Bank of Ukraine and other humanitari-
an aid efforts.

“We are a family,” Woodfin said. “I will 
not leave Ukraine until my husband is 
not duty bound because of the war and 
can leave freely with me and our son.”

Former Arnold Woman Now Lives In War-Torn Ukraine

Before settling into her new married life in southern Kyiv in 2020, Claire Woodfin had visited Ukraine only a few times.
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By Mark Patton

T he Anne Arundel County chapter 
of the American Association of 
University Women has announced 

the dates and locations of its upcoming 
book events, a donation and sale, that 
help fund college scholarships for women 
in the county.

Scholarships from the proceeds of the 
book sales are awarded annually to Anne 
Arundel County women who are starting 
their higher education journey or have 
graduated from Anne Arundel Commu-
nity College and are continuing studies 
at four-year schools.

According to the organization’s 
website, approximately 85 percent of the 
money raised at the book sale is awarded 
to women who apply for and are cho-
sen to receive one of the scholarships. 
AAUW has awarded 11 scholarships this 
year alone.

The mission of the AAUW is to em-
power women through education and 
career development. In the case of a 
2017 recipient of one of the scholarships, 
mission accomplished.

Arnold resident Stevie Fruehling was 
juggling the balance of being a single 
mom, going to school and working part-
time jobs. That’s when somebody at her 
college alerted her to the opportunities 
that were available through AAUW. She 
subsequently applied, was interviewed 
and awarded a scholarship.

“It really came at a pivotal point,” 

Fruehling said.
Since graduating from Anne Arun-

del Community College, Fruehling 
has completed her bachelor’s degree in 
psychology and earned a Master of Social 
Work degree.

Fruehling credits AAUW for giving 
her the means and motivation to keep 
pursuing her education and career goals.

“They inspired me to continue and be-
lieve in myself,” said Fruehling, who was 
recently promoted to program director at 
the Annapolis-based Samaritan House.

Donations of used books in good shape 
can be brought to the parking lots of St. 
Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal Church 
in Severna Park, the Anne Arundel 
County Community College parking lot 
in Arnold across from the Y in Central 
Maryland, and the Annapolis-based St. 
Philip’s Episcopal Church from 9:00am 
to noon on October 15.

The used book sale will be held No-
vember 3-6 at Park Plaza, 560-F Ritchie 
Highway. Thursday’s sale will be open 
from 8:00am to 10:00am for presale and 
dealers with the community sale open 
from 10:00am to 6:00pm. Friday and Sat-
urday hours are scheduled from 9:00am 
to 7:00pm and Sunday from 9:00am 
to 3:00pm.

Additional information about AAUW 
and its programs can be found at an-
nearundelcounty-md.aauw.net.

Read the full story at  
www.severnaparkvoice.com.

AAUW Book Events To  
Benefit County Women

T he Round Bay community held a 
golf tournament fundraiser for 
the second straight year, raising 

$5,000 for Earleigh Heights Volunteer 
Fire Company.

“This year’s tourney benefited 
Earleigh Heights given they are a 
volunteer company that relies on 
community support to help fund their 
operations and equipment needs,” 
said Round Bay resident Erin Gruver.

Earleigh Heights Volunteer Fire 
Company Chief Dave Crawford 
said the money will go toward the 

fire company’s new $1.3 million 
rescue squad.

“The funds are greatly appreciat-
ed,” he said.

Bill Beairsto, Ellen Kleinknecht, 
Paul Keller and Scott Kleinknecht 
won the tournament.

The event was made possible by 12 
businesses including two gold-level 
sponsors: Westport Group and La-
Barge Financial. Round Bay would like 
to thank all the business sponsors, 
volunteers and community members 
who made the event successful.

Round Bay Golf Event Raises 
$5,000 For Earleigh Heights VFC

 Committee members Dan Flagler, Korky Onal, Erin Gruver and Howard 
Carolan presented the $5,000 check to Mike Sohn, vice president of the 
Earleigh Heights Volunteer Fire Company.
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Remember to click the 'Update Preview' button and wait
for your customized template to fully load in the preview
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to All' button or the 'Finish' button.
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Delivery available from 8:00AM to 9:00PM
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Order delivery through
the Chick-fil-A  App

Your doorstep?
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Order delivery through
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For a prompt, confidential appointment, Contact us Today!
New Life is in-network with most insurances and Maryland Medicaid accepted.

•	Morning,	Afternoon	&	Evening	
Intensive	Outpatient	Treatment	(IOP)
•	Continuum	of	Care	&	
MAT	groups
•	DUI/DWI	Court	Approved	Program
•	Family	&	Friends	Education	
Support	Group

4231 Postal Court • Pasadena, MD 21122
410-255-4475   |   www.newlifeacs.com

•	Women	only	groups
•	Therapy	&	Meds	management	in	
conjunction	with	treatment
•	Outpatient	Detox	for	Opiates	with	
Suboxone	or	Vivitrol
•	Psychiatric	Evaluations
•	Anxiety,	Depression	&	Bi-Polar	treatment

BWMC Celebrates The 
Power Of Caring

The BWMC Foundation held its Power of Caring gala October 1 at Live! Casino 
& Hotel, raising $425,000, which will allow the University of Maryland 
Baltimore Washington Medical Center to continue providing high-quality 
health care to the community. The event also honored the UM BWMC team 
members and those who support them. The special evening included cocktails, 
silent and live auctions, dancing and mission-driven programming.

T he Zack Knight Foundation 
Inc. held its annual ZackFest 
golf fundraiser September 17. 

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, 
the Zack Knight Foundation honors 
the legacy of 2006 Severna Park High 
School graduate Zack Knight.

The annual golf fundraiser is an 
opportunity to enhance connections 
and build community while focusing 
on the mission to “acknowledge and 
recognize the good in others.” The 
foundation awards Severna Park High 
School, Anne Arundel Community Col-

lege and Salisbury University students 
who are positive role models, exempli-
fying leadership skills such as inclu-
siveness, selflessness, and kindness 
that impacts and enhances the lives 
of others.

Several supporters attended the 
tournament including Severna Park 
Taphouse owners Jessica and Mark 
Tinordi, Bill and Brooks Chalmers of 
The Grill at Quarterfield Station, Matt 
Wyble and agent Jeannie Parker of the 
Matt Wyble Team of CENTURY 21 New 
Millennium, and many more.

ZackFest Gives Golfers A  
Reason To Feel Blessed

Photo courtesy of Jackie Dunkel/Slamdunk Photography



Severna Park
345 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

410-544-7774
Senior Assisted Living Memory Care

www.springarborliving.com

Crofton
1495 Riedel Road, Crofton, MD 21114

410-451-1140

Assisted 
Living

Memory 
Care

Short-Term 
Stays

Life at Spring Arbor is about living your life to the fullest. Everyday we offer our residents 
a social calendar full of, wellness programs, community outings and entertainment. 

Residents are inspired to enrich their lives with activities for the mind, body and spirit with 
an emphasis on wellness. Our community is more like an extension of your family, where 

caring professionals are here to lend a helping hand. We nurture independence and 
help our residents thrive in a private safe and comfortable setting they are proud to call 

home. Let our family serve your family with professional and compassionate care.

Leading 
With Heart. 
Because It’s 

Personal.



We’re here for  
you, every  
step of  
the way

At Luminis Health, we know that breast care is a journey.  
Whether it is time to schedule your very first mammogram, or you  
require comprehensive treatment, we have everything you need, including:

The Luminis Health Breast Center has locations in Annapolis, Bowie, 
Easton and Lanham.

Luminis Health Imaging has mammogram services in Annapolis, Bowie, 
Easton, Chester, Odenton and Lanham. Call 1-888-909-9729 to schedule 
your mammogram today.

• Mammograms with evening and weekend appointments 

• Nurse navigators to help you stay organized 

• Minimally invasive surgery with less pain and shorter recovery time 

• Genetic counseling to learn about your risk based on family history

• Clinical trials with the latest treatments available 

• Breast reconstruction, including nipple tattooing 

To learn more about our services,  
scan or visit Luminis.Health/Breast
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P assersby 
on the 
B&A Mil-

lennium Legacy 
Trail recently 
were delighted 
to encounter a 
group of hard-
working garden-
ers at the Anne 
Arundel County 
Department of 
Recreation and 
Parks ranger sta-

tion garden plots. It was time for change, 
and the Chartwell Garden Club (CGC) 
was up for the job!

The CGC was established in Severna 
Park in 1963 and currently has 25 active 
members. Among many other projects, 
the CGC has designed and maintained 
three plots by the Earleigh Heights 
station since the 1990s. The CGC has 
received recognition through various 
awards, and the CGC is one of 80 clubs 
in five districts across the state that 
make up the Federated Garden Clubs of 
Maryland Inc. There are 10 garden clubs 
in District II of Anne Arundel County.

Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland 
volunteers take on projects that encour-
age the protection of our natural resourc-
es. They are committed to the preserva-
tion and protection of our roadsides and 
parks. The B&A Trail, right in our neck of 
the woods, was designated a Millennium 
Legacy Trail in 1998 in a ceremony at the 
ranger station led by then First Lady Hil-
lary Clinton. It was a huge honor for our 
county to receive this recognition and 
Chartwell’s gardens were a focal point.

As our climate has changed over the 
decades, those of us who spend time in 
our yards and gardens have learned we 
need to adapt our plantings to encourage 
healthy biodiversity. Accordingly, the 
CGC gardeners tweak the plots every 

few years to be more environmentally 
friendly. For example, in 2007, volun-
teers redesigned the two triangles into 
butterfly gardens to aid in the preserva-
tion of the dwindling monarch butterfly 
population. Plantings in that spot need 
to withstand direct sunlight, thrive with 
limited watering, encourage pollination, 
and also create a happy place for bees and 
other insects that are so crucial for the 
survival of our planet.

We have COVID to thank for the latest 
reincarnation of the garden plots. Yes, 
COVID! With declining membership and 
in-person meetings on hold during the 
pandemic, the club’s funds also took a 
hit. Fundraising events were non-exis-
tent, so club members had to get creative. 
How could they work from home and still 
make a difference in the world?

After several brainstorming sessions 
in January 2022, the CGC decided to 
apply for a grant from Unity Gardens to 
help cover the costs of improving and up-
dating their existing ranger station plots. 
Unity Gardens is an Anne Arundel Coun-
ty nonprofit that supports the creation 
of native gardens. Garden club members 
also made personal donations to match 
the grant and get the project off the 
ground (or in this case, “in the ground”). 
The CGC owes many thanks to the hard 
work of CGC member Sally Sachse, who 
put the grant proposal together. The 
project also owes a big thanks to local 
gardening enthusiasts Allison Milligan 
and Karen Royer, for the design work, 
expertise and guidance they provided.

The B&A Ranger Station portion of the 
trail now boasts an amazing biodiver-
sity garden, chock-full of native plants 
to provide adequate food for important 
pollinators. So next time you are out for a 
walk or a bike ride on the trail, check out 
the hard work of those dedicated garden-
ing volunteers. Here’s to many bees and 
butterflies in our future!

Pollination Station – 
All Aboard!

Valerie Gardiner
Chartwell 

Garden Club

Severna Park Couple  
Celebrates 70th Anniversary

Ann and Aubrey Jones, 45-year residents of Severna Park, celebrated 
their 70th anniversary on October 4.

A fter a two-year hiatus because 
of the pandemic, The Freedom 
Choir will launch a new fall 

session in two locations beginning the 
first week of October. The goal of this 
welcoming and unique community 
choir is to “liberate your voice.” No au-
dition or prior experience are required.

During the pandemic, the choir’s 
Annie award-winning director, Eliza-
beth Melvin, led a weekly community 
sing on Zoom with hundreds of at-
tendees and song leaders from around 
the globe. For many of the warmer 
months, a small group of singers from 
The Freedom Choir also met weekly to 
sing outside under Melvin’s guidance. 
Now the choir is ready to open its 
doors and welcome singers of all levels 
to experience the joy of singing in a 
friendly, supportive community.

The repertoire of songs is eclectic 
and uplifting, drawing from a wealth 
of traditional and contemporary 

sources. Easy chants, rounds, layer and 
harmony songs are all taught by rote 
with no score, with lyrics and record-
ings provided on the choir website for 
practice. The stress-free musical atmo-
sphere leaves singers feeling restored, 
peaceful and energized.

The eight-week session began Octo-
ber 6 from 7:30pm-8:45pm at Boone 
Station Hall, next to the Severna Park 
Community Center, at 623 Balti-
more-Annapolis Boulevard. With reg-
istration, choose one of two locations 
and days (also meeting on Wednesdays 
at 11:00am at St. Luke’s Church in 
Annapolis) but singers are welcome to 
attend either one at any time. The cost 
is $130 for the session, with registra-
tion online at www.thefreedomchoir.com

Want to try out the choir? Drop-
ins are welcome any time for $20. To 
reserve a drop-in space, email contact@
thefreedomchoir.com and put “Drop-In” 
in the subject line.

The Freedom Choir 
Launches At SPCC
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FRESH LEADERSHIP 
FOR MARYLAND’S FUTURE.

DAWN GILE is an accomplished business attorney, 
a military spouse, and a mother of three. She is a 
leader on the boards of several nonprofits focused 
on supporting military families and veterans. She 
lives with her family in Severna Park.

Learn More

 DawnforMDSenate  @dawn_gile  DawnGileForMDSenate  dawngile.com  hello@dawngile.com

MARYLAND’S FUTURE.
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Authority: Committee to Elect Dawn Gile; Cara O'Brien, Treasurer.
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Public Safety

.
OutdOOr 
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Come enjoy 
dining outside
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Welcome to
Breakfast, Lunch
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Open 7 days a week, our restrauant 
is a local favorite, offering fresh 
ingredients, creative menu and
family friendly atmosphere.

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 7am - 9pm • Sunday 7am - 8pm

Catering
Let Garry’s 
cater your 
next event. 
Professional 
service for 
every occasion.

553 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD | 410-544-0499

garrysgrill.comWhere friends meet
and locals eat!

along with the likes of other coaching 
greats Al Laramore (Annapolis) and 
Joe Papetti (South River). Not once 
did he mention his teams’ county or 
state final appearances or champi-
onships over his 34 years at Severna 
Park, or that during the 20 years he 
served as athletic director, the Fal-
cons won 43 state titles, or the myriad 
of accomplishments and awards he’s 
earned. The plaques, framed pictures 
and newspaper clippings that clutter 
the walls of his home office tell that 
story. None of those accomplishments 
or accolades are what Borland prefers 
to discuss.

In a 2012 interview with the Capital 
Gazette, Borland said, “Those are all 
history. What is important now is the 
time I have to give back to people who 
have been generous to Katie (his wife 
of 60 years) and me and to a commu-
nity we love.”

The young Borland initially sought 
a better paycheck in Severna Park. 
Now, 24 years after he retired from 
teaching and coaching, Borland would 
rather talk about the more valuable 
paychecks he continues to receive.

“I look forward to watching kids I’ve 
taught or coached do well in life or 
getting a note back from a former stu-
dent or player telling me I did or said 
something that made an impact on 
their life. That’s a paycheck,” Borland 
said. “It doesn’t matter how long it’s 
been since I’ve been in the classroom 
or on the field; teaching and coaching 
continue to give me paychecks.”

Borland loved teaching as much 
as coaching, and since his 1998 
retirement, the four-sport coach has 
spent his “bonus years” giving back 
to Severna Park and Anne Arun-
del County.

A master woodworker and a mem-
ber of the Annapolis Woodworkers 
Guild for more than 30 years, Borland 
hosts a group of men in his home 
workshop once a week, every week, 
year-round, as part 
of the guild’s efforts 
to make more than 
3,000 wooden toys 
for children in need. 
He mentors others 
on how to make in-
tricate wooden boxes 
and other projects. 
During his tenure 
with the Severna 
Park Community 
Center, he spearhead-
ed capital campaign 
efforts to raise more 
than $5 million in the 
2010s. Knowing there are kids playing 
with toys he’s made, or kids using 
the SPCC facilities, are paychecks 
for Borland.

“Look, when you coach and teach 
and you’ve had as many good years 
as I’ve had, you want to give back to 
make Severna Park a better place,” 
Borland said. “You coach after you 
quit coaching. You don’t quit teaching 
just because you stop teaching.”

Borland has a plaque from Ken-
ny Dunn, an accomplished former 

baseball coach at South River High 
School who won a state champion-
ship in his final season coaching. The 
plaque is inscribed with words like 
father, brother, coach — all words 
that represent what Borland meant 
to him. The note from Dunn reads, 
“Everything I learned about coaching 
I learned from you.” Another pay-
check for Borland.

“There isn’t much of me. I am just 
glad I’ve had the 
opportunity to 
be a part of this 
community,” said 
Borland, who 
considers Severna 
Park High School 
legendary coach 
and athletic direc-
tor George Roberts 
a true legend. 
“All the kids I’ve 
crossed paths with 
have come from 
good stock. I just 
had the chance 

to roll the stones. That’s all there 
is to me.”

Borland will be recognized by the 
Anne Arundel County Sports Hall of 
Fame for his contribution to athlet-
ics, but he understands that athletics 
aren’t about the final score. Rather, 
athletics teach people how to work as 
a team, achieve a common goal and 
overcome failure.

“Get up the next day and wor-
ry about the next ball game, not 
the game you just got your hiney 

whipped,” said Borland, who long af-
ter his own playing days still cuts an 
impressive hulking figure. “Athletics 
teach life skills. I didn’t just coach 
football; I coached life.”

Borland recalls a compliment he re-
ceived from a former player’s parent. 
He said, “Andy is the kind of coach 
you want your son or daughter to 
have because it’s not about the win; 
it’s about the lesson.”

“People ask me, ‘Andy, do you miss 
it,’ and I do miss it, but not how you 
think,” Borland said. “I dreamed 
about it. I didn’t dream about the 
games, I dreamed about teaching 
kids how to do the right things, or 
watching a boy become a man. Those 
are the important things in life. 
That’s a paycheck for me.”

He’s not nearly as nimble now as 
he was in his youth, but he shows no 
signs of slowing down. Borland sup-
ports today’s Falcons at games and 
events while taking time to talk to 
current and former players, parents 
and coaches.

“Just because I stopped coaching 
at the high school level doesn’t mean 
a coach stops coaching. There are al-
ways more levels. A coach just doesn’t 
stop. I don’t feel like I stopped,” Bor-
land said. “I am going to be 83 and I 
haven’t stopped coaching anywhere. I 
am still going. I’ve got too much still 
to live for.”

He might not like the term “leg-
end,” but in the game of life, Andy 
Borland has proven he’s the “GOAT,” 
greatest of all time.

Hall Of Fame Honoree Andy Borland Reflects On Life Of Coaching
»» Continued from page 1

“I look forward to watching 
kids I’ve taught or coached 
do well in life or getting a 
note back from a former 
student or player telling me 
I did or said something that 
made an impact on their 
life. That’s a paycheck.”

—— Andy Borland
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St. John Hosts Animal Blessing

I love Clint 
Eastwood 
westerns, so 

it’s no wonder 
that a particular 
scene from one 
of my favorites, 
“Pale Rider,” 
came to mind 
recently. In the 
film, a group of 
miners are under 
threat from a 
gang of intimi-

dating men who are determined to drive 
the miners off the land. They almost 
succeed until Clint Eastwood’s character, 
Preacher, arrives to help them. The lead-
er of the gang arranges to meet Preacher 
and he attempts to bribe him. He offers 
to build him a beautiful church, give him 
lots of money, new clothes and even op-
portunities to preach in the town square. 
All he would have to do is give up caring 
about what happens to the miners.

Preacher responds to this with a smile, 
and he says to the gang leader, “You 
can’t serve God and mammon both.” 
The church and specifically evangelical 
Christianity are facing a similar mo-
ment of temptation, and the allure that 
I believe is being used is the altar of 
partisan politics.

The great commission that Jesus gave 
his church is not to save America, but 
rather to save souls. Our mission is not, 
first and foremost, to win elections or to 
gain political power for favorable laws on 
issues we feel passionate about. It’s not 
even to win culture wars or to advance 
a political and ideological movement, 
even if some aspects of it align with our 
beliefs and worldview. Our mission is not 
to berate and hate on those we disagree 
with, but rather as “Christ’s love compels 
us” (2 Corinthians 5:14), our mission is 
to share and show Jesus Christ to our 
neighbors, and that is hard to do if you 
view your neighbor as the enemy.

To be clear, as an evangelical Chris-
tian, I believe in speaking up about 
issues where our faith and culture 
collide, and I also believe it’s important 
for Christians to be politically involved, 
to participate in our democracy and 
to prayerfully vote for candidates who 
would best represent Christian values. 
But where we can get into trouble is 
when we attempt to marry the gospel 
with politics or political ideology. We get 
into trouble when our identity as Chris-
tians becomes secondary to our political 
identity, and when we become obsessed 
with winning a political struggle that we 
neglect to do our part to win the spiritu-
al one that is taking place every day for 
the hearts and minds of those around us.

Over the years, I’ve written about vari-
ous threats to evangelical Christianity in 
our society and culture. There are many 
challenges facing the church today, from 
increasing hostility toward Judeo-Chris-
tian values to the aftermath of COVID to 
the latest statistics showing a concerning 

trend with shrinking Christian influence 
over the up-and-coming generations. 
And yet, personally, and pastorally, 
I believe increasing efforts to marry 
Christianity with partisan politics is the 
greatest danger and threat to the gospel 
and the church in our society. It strikes 
at the very core of what it means to be an 
evangelical Christian.

Are evangelicals known today in 
America for who they believe in and 
what they believe or for what politics 
they tend to support? Are we as passion-
ate in talking about Jesus as we seem to 
be in talking about politics?

Voting a certain way or adhering to a 
left or right political philosophy is not 
the litmus test that the Bible gives for 
what it means to be a Christian. And yet 
these things are tempting the church 
in America to be focused more on the 
temporal and less on the eternal. The 
biblical truth is that evangelical Chris-
tians should not be regarded as just an-
other special interest group that can be 
bought, but rather, we should be known 
as the salt of the earth and light of the 
world (Matthew 5:13,16).

Christianity is not right wing or left 
wing; it goes beyond the political and 
ideological tribes, which demand that we 
adhere and pledge unquestioned loyalty. 
Aspects of God’s word will step on the 
toes of liberals and aspects of God’s word 
will step on the toes of conservatives. 
The left-wing attempts to conform Jesus 
to its image, and the right-wing attempts 
to conform Jesus to its image, but if we 
truly follow him, he will be conforming 
us to his image.

Any marriage between the cause of 
Christ and political power throughout 
church history has always led to corrup-
tion and compromise. The stakes are too 
high to forget who our real enemy is. 
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers 
over this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places.” (Ephesians 6:12).

The opportunity to stick out and speak 
up for Jesus is too great to pass up. God 
is not looking for us to be partisans but 
rather prophets in the times in which we 
live, to speak biblical truth in love. To 
remember that our identity is ultimately 
not in who we vote for or what politi-
cal party affiliation we have but rather 
that we are “ambassadors for Christ as 
though God were making his appeal 
through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20). And we 
are commissioned to make that appeal 
to liberals and conservatives, Democrats 
and Republicans.

As the highly upcoming contentious 
midterm election cycle approaches, we 
are blessed to have the opportunity and 
responsibility to vote. As evangelical 
Christians, we should prayerfully vote 
in accordance with our conscience and 
with who we believe would best serve 
the interests we hold dear in our faith 

The Greatest Threat To 
Christianity In America

Pastor Stephen 
Mitchell

Trinity Bible 
Church

By Judy Tacyn

W hen the Rev. James Bish-
op retired from ministry 
in 2021 from Asbury Town 

Neck United Methodist Church, the 
Rev. Tori Butler 
was appointed the 
11th pastor. She 
is only the second 
female leader of the 
134-year-old church. 
“Dr. Tori,” as she 
prefers to be called, 
believes she might 
be the youngest 
pastor as well.

“I’ve been in other 
ministry settings 

where I was the first woman, first 
Black woman, or the youngest person 
on pastoral staff, but I’ve never been 
so embraced as a leader as I have been 
embraced here [at Asbury Town Neck 
UMC],” she said.

“My church was looking for a leader 

with my gifts and my graces, so I 
don’t know if it mattered or not that I 
was a woman — if I was able to come 
help and revitalize ministry and get 
people excited about Jesus again,” Dr. 
Tori said.

Raised Catholic by a single mother in 
Baltimore City, Dr. Tori recalls feeling 
called to faith and ministry at a young 
age. “Even in the Catholic faith, I knew 
that women couldn’t be priests, but 
every day I saw the sisters faithfully 
and beautifully serving God,” Dr. Tori 
said. “I grew up with female pastors, so 
I never thought that women couldn’t 
be pastors and leaders.”

To lead the 365-member church 

New Pastor At Asbury Town Neck 
Church Continues Methodist Legacy

Photo by Victoria Baker

Because of steady rain, St. John 
the Evangelist postponed its 
Blessing of the Animals event but 
held a smaller ceremony for a 
group of pet owners in 
attendance on October 2. The 
Roman Catholic tradition 
celebrates the feast day of St. 
Francis of Assisi, the patron saint 
of animals and the environment.

Reverend 
Tori Butler

»» Continued on page 19»» Continued on page 19

“I hope that I can lead people 
in such a way that they 
trust where we are going.”

—— Reverend Tori Butler
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and convictions. We should absolutely 
be involved in the political process we 
are blessed to have in this great coun-
try in which we live. And we should 
be absolutely prepared for whoever is 
elected to let us down, because they will. 
After it’s all said and done, we will be 
reminded yet again that our only true 
hope is Jesus.

“Almost all crimes which Christians 
have perpetuated against each other arise 
from this, that religion is confused with 
politics.” - C.S. Lewis

Stephen Mitchell is the senior pastor of 
Trinity Bible Church. He also is the host 
of a regular podcast, “Real Christian Talk 
with Pastor Steve,” available on all podcast 
platforms.

out of the COVID era, Dr. Tori was 
tasked in July 2021 with establishing a 
re-entry task force team to determine 
what worship would look like. Using 
established COVID guidelines, she 
reinstituted ushers to welcome mem-
bers and to ensure order, safety, and 
pew spacing.

The same month she arrived, Dr. 
Tori was approached by a group of 
young people asking for Bible study. 
Passionate about reactivating young 
people and their voices after COVID, 
Dr. Tori thought she’d get something 
started in September. However, due to 
their persistence, the Bible study began 
in August.

“It was such a blessing and a joy to 
see and hear the young people,” Dr. Tori 
said. “They wanted to be served and 
to be seen.”

Described as a dynamic leader, Dr. 

Tori is known for her energic preaching 
style, which comes from being excited 
about the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
sharing with others the message that 
God is working in them.

“I hope that I can lead people in such 
a way that they trust where we are 
going,” said Dr. Tori of her passion to 
empower others. “I look to see who’s in 
the room, who’s at the table, and most 
importantly, who’s not, and being in-
tentional about bringing someone not 
at the table to the table to have a voice.”

Building on a long, rich history of 
community in Severna Park, Dr. Tori 
said her church is now in a visioning 
process to capture who they are now 
and who they want to become.

“This process is a collective conversa-
tion,” she said. “We will honor what has 
gone before us, but if God is asking us 
to become something else, we must be 
open to becoming.

“This church, for me, is the best 
matched with my gifts that I’ve ever 
had. It’s the best church I’ve ever 
served!” Dr. Tori exclaimed. “I am elat-
ed to be here and excited to see what 
God is going to do here.”

Sunday service is at 9:00am, in per-
son and livestreamed on www.asbury-
townneck.org. Masks are required for 
the in-person service.

Dr. Tori earned a bachelor’s degree 
in history and international relations 
from McDaniel College, a master’s de-
gree in divinity from Duke University, 
and a Doctor of Ministry degree from 
Emory University.

She spoke at the 57th anniversary 
of the March on Washington, D.C., in 
2020, and is a contributor to “Do Not 
Be Afraid: Bishops & Young Clergy 
Share Signs of Resurrection & Words 
of Hope” and “I’m Black. I’m Christian. 
I’m Methodist.”

The Greatest 
Threat

»» Continued from page 17

New Pastor At Asbury Town Neck Church
»» Continued from page 17
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T he previously undefeated Falcons 
boys soccer team traveled to 
Broadneck on October 29, hoping 

to get their eighth win of the season. 
Instead, the Bruins improved to 8-1 after 
getting two set-piece goals from Harlan 
Welsh, seven saves from Matt Tette-
mer and hustle from players throughout 
the lineup.

“I’m really proud of the way we gutted 
it out,” said Broadneck head coach Sean 
Tettemer. “It definitely was not pret-
ty, but we pride ourselves this year on 
winning the first ball and being tough 
and being gritty, and that’s exactly what 
we did tonight. Our guys deserve a lot of 
credit for grinding that game out because 
Severna Park’s just fantastic.”

Welsh scored the first goal on a throw-
in about two minutes into the game.

“I think it was just kind of right place, 
right time,” Welsh said after the game. 
“The first one kind of fell to me at the 
middle of the box, and it’s just training at 
that point, hitting it home.”

Severna Park came into the contest 
with four shutouts this season, so the 
Bruins knew goals would be hard-earned. 
The first half of play was physical, as both 
teams battled for possession. Just before 
halftime, Broadneck was able to get a 
scoring opportunity on a corner. Again, 
Welsh came up big for the Bruins, putting 
his team up 2-0.

“It was a good cross on both of them, 
and I was able to finish it,” Welsh said.

Severna Park never relented. With 
about 11 minutes remaining in the second 
half, Jeffery Chukwu scored for the 

Welsh, Tettemer Lift Broadneck Over Severna Park

Photos by Zach Sparks

 Above: Broadneck goalie Matt Tettemer dove on the ball to preserve his team’s lead. Below Left: Two players went airborne 
to vie for possession of the ball. Below Right: The Bruins’ Patrick Robillard kicked the ball away from a Falcon attacker.

»» Continued on page 30

By Zach Sparks 
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

I n a potential playoff preview, the Severna Park and Broad-
neck girls soccer teams played a competitive game on 
September 29, tying 0-0 after double overtime.

The lack of scoring was no indication of the talent on 
display. The Bruins — without a loss entering October — and 
the Falcons — with only one loss, to Chesapeake — showed 
grit throughout the game.

“We’ve been struggling with consistency all season long, 
so even though we didn’t play as pretty as we wanted it to be, 
we were happy with the effort,” said John Camm, the head 
coach for Broadneck’s varsity girls soccer team. “Severna 
Park is a very skilled team. They’ve got high aspirations this 
season, so to keep them shut out, to have our seventh shutout 
of the season, is nice.”

Those shutouts include a 1-0 win over North County on Sep-
tember 7, a 1-0 win over Meade on September 22 and a 2-0 win 
against Old Mill on September 27. But the Bruins also have 
yet to score more than three goals in a game this season.

“We need to work on executing on our chances,” said Sadie 
Wilkinson, a senior forward on the Bruins. “That’s some-
thing that we’ve been struggling through this whole season: 
being able to score. We make a lot of chances, and we need to 
start scoring off them.”

Severna Park was left with a similar feeling after the game: 
proud of the effort but disappointed with the result.

“It’s a big rivalry for us, so we always know it’s going to be a 
fight,” said Severna Park’s head coach, Rick Stimpson. “And 
the girls’ effort today was exceptional. They played all the 

way through to the last whistle. Just couldn’t quite get over 
the line.”

The Falcons had chances, with seven corners. Broadneck 
goalkeeper Kyleigh Bland had several key saves to keep 
Severna Park off the scoreboard.

“We worked really hard to get here and play with that much 
intensity, and we’re all just supporting each other as a team 
and pushing hard to the end,” Bland said.

Senior midfielder Nevaeh Dowell agreed that Broadneck is 
not far off from the complete team they want to be, and they 
tried to show that against their rival.

“It’s Severna Park and they’re our rival, so we were pumped 
and ready,” she said. “This could be our only time playing 
them, so we wanted to come out and fast and play hard. We 
just knew we had to keep it up because we didn’t want to lose.”

Broadneck will continue to work on their execution during 
upcoming games against Arundel, Southern and South River.

“I think the results will start going our way toward the end 
of the year,” Camm said. “But we put ourselves in a good spot 
for the county championship and to get a good seed [in the 
playoffs].”

Severna Park hopes to be in the county championship game 
as well. The Falcons will try to win upcoming games against 
Meade, Arundel and Old Mill.

“I’m really happy with the way we’re playing,” Stimpson 
said. “We’re moving the ball well. We’re winning the games 
where we get on top. We’ve had one blip so far, against Ches-
apeake, where we were a little flat. But other than that, I’m 
happy with the way we’re playing. We just need to be consis-
tent and keep pushing forward.”

Falcon, Bruin Girls Battle To Scoreless Tie

Photo by Zach Sparks

Nevaeh Dowell (left) and a Severna 
Park player fought for possession.
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Cunningham Contracting, Inc. 
specializes in Roofing, Exteriors, and 
Remodeling Contracting. We are fully
licensed, insured and provide guarantees
on all our work. We have over 25 years of
experience and have serviced thousands of
satisfied clients in the Maryland area.

$500 OFF
COmplete shingle 
ROOF ReplaCement

(min. 2,000 sf roof. expires november 30, 2022)

Roofing | General Contracting | Residential-Commercial

Call Today
410-721-8757

Licensed & Insured
MHIC#87171

Visit our website or call today to request a 
free no obligation estimate.

www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

Now offeriNg 
multiple 

home 
improvemeNt 

fiNaNce
optioNs!

Mark Cunningham
Owner
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By Conor Doherty

W ith wins over McDonogh, North County, Southern, 
and Maryvale Preparatory School, Severna Park’s 
volleyball team got off to a fast start.

The winning streak began with the season opener. After 
falling behind 12-5, Falcons head coach Tim Dunbar called 
timeout to try and get his team regrouped. Despite the 
timeout, the McDonogh Eagles would go on to win the first 
set 25-18.

However, the game quickly turned as the Falcons held the 
Eagles to 13, 15 and 11 points in the final three sets.

Dunbar stressed that his team needs to be more aggres-
sive from the start.

“I just don’t think that we came out really ready to play 
like we can,” Dunbar said. “We just weren’t focused, and 
they were a bit more pumped up than we were. I told them 
that even when McDonogh had a big lead, if we fight back, 
all that momentum is going to change, and we’ll be ready 
for the second set. We were kind of hesitant in the first set 
and we weren’t hesitant after that.”

The Falcons comeback was led by three of their top play-
ers as Ava Meadows had seven aces, Mikayla Williams 
had 11 kills, and Taylor Stone had 39 of the team’s 41 
assists. Meadows is an important player for the Falcons, a 
four-year starter who never came out of this game.

Meadows hopes to build on the momentum the Falcons 
have gained after successful opening matches.

“I just want to play with my team — being a leader and 
making everyone feel confident and playing as a team,” 
Meadows said.

In October, Severna Park will play Old Mill, Meade, Arun-
del, South River, Chesapeake and Northeast.

Severna Park High School Volleyball Starts 4-2
Falcons Beat McDonogh 3-1 In Season Opener

By Kevin Murnane

S everna Park High School has 
named Annie Haughton as its girls 
varsity head lacrosse coach for the 

2023 season.
Haughton was previously the Falcons’ 

JV girls lacrosse head coach and com-
piled a record of 56-1-1 since 2015.

She also works as the coordinator 
of the school’s career readiness pro-
gram. In that role, Haughton helps 
students prepare for college and career 
destinations.

A graduate of Frostburg State Univer-
sity, Haughton was a two-time captain 
and two-time Academic All-American 
on the women’s lacrosse team. Haugh-
ton also has club lacrosse experience 
being the head coach of the API/East 
Coast select team.

“I love every aspect of coaching; it’s 
the best part of the day,” said Haugh-
ton, who coached the current varsity 
players when they were on her JV 
teams at SPHS.

“I truly believe that athletics and 
competition teach the players so many 
life lessons from leadership skills to 
time management and relationship 
building,” Haughton said.

Haughton also appreciates the skill 
and knowledge her lacrosse players 
have before they enter the high school 
competition level.

“The players who I have coached on 
my JV squads are high-quality athletes 
and are well prepared by the Green Hor-
nets feeder system, and we build upon 
that,” Haughton said. “They bring great 
energy to practice, and we also have 
very supportive parents and community 
involvement.”

Coaching at SPHS is rewarding 
because of the continued support of 
the booster program, high attendance 
at many games, and the parent-host-
ed team dinners, which galvanize the 
lacrosse team each year.

“The players want to learn, they work 
hard in practice, and have outstanding 
camaraderie because they have been 
teammates since they were in the Green 
Hornets organization,” Haughton said.

Haughton wants to give back to the 
Severna Park community by offering 
clinics to the Green Hornets and plan-
ning summer camps. She also wants 
to invite lacrosse alumni to speak to 
current players.

Haughton Named 
Falcons Girls 

Lacrosse Coach
Photo by Conor Doherty

Perry Stevenson 
tapped the ball over 
the net to catch the 
defense off guard.

Hornets Hosts First 3v3 Tournament

More than 30 athletes ages 10 and 11 attended the inaugural Green Hornets 
2030s three-on-three basketball tournament at the end of summer.

“Basketball gets overlooked in Severna Park by lacrosse, baseball and 
soccer, so we are trying to change that by giving the kids opportunities 
to play all year.”     — Ben Butterwei, Tournament Organizer & Coach
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Student-Athlete of the Month Proudly sponsored by:

info@MW.com  |  TheMattWybleTeam.com  |  833.MWTEAM.1

161 Homes & $87M SOLD 
in 2022 YTD (as of 8.30.22)

8530 Veterans Hwy, Suite 300
Millersville, MD 21108

#1 CENTURY 21 Team in Maryland
#11 CENTURY 21 Team in USA 

Student-Athlete of the Month

In partnership with The Matt Wyble Team of Century 21, the Voice’s Student-Athlete of the Month series recognizes the many student-athletes in our area who make an impact not necessarily by way of 
statistics or stardom, but by their unique contributions. Contact Zach Sparks at zach@severnaparkvoice.com to nominate a young person in our community making a positive impact through sports.

Jaden Smith 
Broadneck Boys Soccer 

By Conor Doherty

For most of the first half of their 
opening game of the season, the 
Broadneck boys soccer team was 

unable to get anything past Calvert’s 
goalie. But just before halftime, senior 
midfielder and team captain Jaden 
Smith got the ball in the attacking half 
of the field, made a great move to get 
around a defender and sent in a crossing 
pass to Will Epley, who scored the game’s 
opening goal. That sequence shows how 
important Smith is to the success of the 
Bruins. His ability to create opportuni-
ties for his teammates and score when 
he needs to, along with being a role mod-
el for his teammates, are reasons why he 
was named a team captain.

“Jaden is somebody who is totally 
committed to becoming a better player,” 
said Bruins head coach Sean Tettemer. 
“I’ve seen him train on his own many 
different times, and it is all business. 
I see other people come up here and 
they’re hitting balls, they’re messing 
around. He’s got cones set up, he’s doing 
agility moves through the cones, he’s 
working with a defender. He’s not tak-
ing any shortcuts; he really gets after 
his training.

“He carries that over when we have 

our team functions, and he is one of our 
best practice players,” Tettemer said. 
“He’s a great leader, a good student, 
and he is somebody that all the players 
look up to and he’s got the right mindset 
for that.”

Smith said it’s gratifying to see that 
his hard work has paid off.

“Regardless of the position I’m play-
ing, I just try to help the team as best I 
can,” Smith said. “Whether it’s getting 
a corner in, and we score off it, or tak-
ing a shot on my own. I try to lead my 
team through the way I play. So, I’ll be 
intense during practice and even during 
warmups. I’m trying to stay focused, 
and I try to implement that on all the 
other players and just show them that 
we need to take this seriously if [they] 
want to have a good season.”

Docksiders Gymnastics

Don’t miss out on a fun-filled,
upside-down adventure
no child should miss.

ExcEllEncE By choicE!

410-987-8780  •  216 Najoles Rd, Millersville, MD 21108

Session II November 7 - January 21
Don’t Delay... Sign Up Today!

We Have Current Openings For 
Session I Pre-School Mornings

Drew Skibitsky - Chief Operations Officer
Tel: 410.994.3091| Cell: 908.358.2552 | Fax: 410.994.3091
Drew.Skibitsky@MWEPartnership.com

The MWE Partnership 
Is Looking For

Part-Time 
Benefits Consultants!

We are looking for part-time, flexible, 
eager, benefits consultants to assist 
in strategizing, implementing and 

servicing the voluntary benefits process.

If interested, 
please contact Drew Skibitsky.

Headquarters are now located at
8370 Veterans Highway Suite 101 

Millersville, MD 21108
www.mwepartnership.com

“Regardless of the position I’m 
playing, I just try to help the 
team as best I can. Whether 
it’s getting a corner in, and we 
score off it, or taking a shot on 
my own. I try to lead my team 
through the way I play.”

—— Jaden Smith, BHS Boys Soccer

Jaden Smith does not take any shortcuts 
when it comes to perfecting his craft. He is 
always working to improve.
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Branches in Severna Park & Annapolis

Attorney owned & operated for 15 years.
Delivering exceptional experiences to every transaction.

Best of Annapolis six years running.

EagleTitle.com

Branches in Severna Park & Annapolis

Attorney owned & operated for 15 years.
Delivering exceptional experiences to every transaction.

Best of Annapolis six years running.

EagleTitle.com

Branches in Severna Park & Annapolis

Attorney owned & operated for 15 years.
Delivering exceptional experiences to every transaction.

Best of Annapolis six years running.

EagleTitle.com

410-696-7300 | www.aokitchens.comHours: Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm | Saturdays by Appointment 741 Generals Hwy Suite 100, Millersville, MD 21108

MADE IN THE USA!

Casual Comfort — Our Favorite Poly Furniture!
Visit our showroom to select finishes and fabrics.

Free Decorator Services

Available in
as little as
3 weeks
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By Kevin Murnane

S evern School’s new head football 
coach, Demetrius Ballard, can-
not hide his enthusiasm about the 

future of the Severn School’s football 
program. His Admirals started the sea-
son 3-0 and scored 165 points in those 
three games. Last year, Severn did not 
win a game.

“Without a doubt, our offensive line 
is the heart and soul of our team,” 
Ballard said. “They average 240 pounds, 
and we play up-tempo, so we have been 
able to wear down the opposing team in 
the second half.”

It also helps to have numerous 
lacrosse players coming back to play 
football this season, including quar-

terback Jacob Todd and running back 
Nick Sotiropoulos.

In the first three games, the Admirals 
averaged nearly 300 yards rushing per 
game. Their size and having athletes in 
the skill positions have been a winning 
combination.

The football team’s success has 
not been lost on the Evergreen Road 
campus as the students have come out 
and filled the stadium with spirit and 
support. At their first home game, Todd 
remarked to coach Ballard that he has 
never seen a crowd that large at any 
game he has played at Severn.

Both Todd and Sotiropoulos credit 
the offensive line for opening holes 
and giving Todd time to throw. The line 
consists of Bo Fowler, Matt Fisher, 
Alan Sheffers, Jack Hayman and 
Keshaun Baker.

Severna Park residents, Fowler and 

Fisher are thrilled with the team’s turn-
around and they credit coach Ballard’s 
enthusiasm and coaching style for their 
early success.

“We had great turnouts for spring 
and summer workouts, and you could 
feel the excitement building for fall 
practice,” said Fowler, who also plays 
basketball for the Admirals.

“We’re really tight and most of us play 
multiple sports here,” said Fisher, who 
also swims. “We believe we are in better 
condition, and we try to get shoul-
der-pad leverage to stand the opposing 
lineman up and drive them backward.”

Ballard also takes a page out of 
Ravens coach John Harbaugh’s book 
by limiting contact during practices 
to keep the players fresh, avoid inju-
ries, and keep the practices fast and 
productive.

The team is experiencing the joy of 

winning as evidenced by their singing 
on the bus rides home.

“On our first road trip back home, 
the players sang for an hour straight, 
including songs from the ‘80s,” Ballard 
said with a laugh. “I didn’t think they 
knew any songs from that era, but they 
were singing Michael Jackson and Du-
ran Duran songs.”

Severn hit a bump in the road and 
lost their fourth game to Maret School 
in Washington, D.C. but they are look-
ing to rebound with league games in the 
MIAA C conference.

The last game of the season will 
be against rival St. Mary’s on Friday, 
November 4, on Severn’s campus 
at 4:00pm.

The entire Severn School community 
has that game circled on the calen-
dar as the contest has regional brag-
ging rights.

Falcons Football Team Fights For Winning Record

Severn School Starts Football Season 3-0
Offensive Line “Heart And 

Soul” Of The Team

Photos by Christopher Fincham Photography

The Falcons football team alternated wins and losses in 
September, capping the month with a 31-7 win over Annapolis 
to push their record to 3-2. Severna Park opened the season on 

September 2 with a 27-20 win over Meade. A 7-6 loss to Crofton 
was followed by a 31-24 win over North County. Kevin Bredeck 

starred for the Falcons with 212 all-purpose yards and three 
touchdowns. Chesapeake beat Severna Park 34-21 on 

September 23, but the Falcons rebounded with the win over 
Annapolis. In that game, LJ Cooper rushed for 162 yards and 
two touchdowns. Several conference games loom large on the 
schedule, including a game against Broadneck on October 14.
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VCA CALVERT VETERINARY CENTER
“Your Other Family Doctor”

4100 Mountain Road | Pasadena, MD 21122 | 410-360-PAWS (7297)
(across from Lake Shore Plaza)

Hours of Operation:  Monday–Friday, 7:30a.m. – 7:30p.m.  |  Saturday, 8:00a.m. – 1:00p.m.

Check out our website today! vcahospitals.com/calvert

Nose to Tail Health Care

VCACareClub.com

Included in Standard Plan:
• Unlimited Exams
• All 1 Year Vaccines
• 1 Fecal Test
• Comprehensive Labwork
• Microchip and Membership

What You
Need,

When You
Need It!

NEW PATIENTS BEING ACCEPTED
 Ultrasound
 Digital X-ray

 In-house laboratory
 Therapy laser

 Laser surgery
 Pharmacy on-site

 Exotic
     pets 

Fully open with in-person appointments.

We Are Hiring noW!

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

Company Description
The Voice Media Inc. has been in 
business for over 40 years and offers 
marketing, local features, events 
in print, web and social media.

Contact
Serious inquires only. Please send your 
resume and writing samples to: 
Zach Sparks 
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

Do you love our community 
and want to be more involved?

Sports Reporter
The Severna Park Voice is seeking a part-time staff 

reporter to cover athletics at the high school and youth 
levels, as well as some general assignments. Candidates 
should have experience with both game coverage and 
feature writing. You must be available to work nights and 
weekends. Photography experience is also preferable. 
The ability to develop relationships with coaches, league 
commissioners and members of the community is a 
must. The reporter will be a face of the paper in the 
public and should be comfortable serving as such.

B roadneck’s football team beat Me-
ade 38-6 on September 23. Camrin 
Catterton was 12-16 for 135 yards 

and three touchdowns. Eli Harris caught 
two touchdowns of 28 and 30 yards and 
Machi Evans caught a 4-yard touchdown 
pass. Ian Mauldin had 15 carries for 74 
yards and two touchdowns. The defense 
forced seven turnovers.

Bruins Trounce Mustangs

Photos courtesy of 
Dennis McGinley

Top Left: Jake Wanner 
forced and recovered a 
fumble. Bottom Left: 
Camrin Catterton threw a 
30-yard touchdown to Eli 
Harris. Above: Ian Mauldin 
scored on a 3-yard run.
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www.LedoPizza.comMillersville • 8531 veterans Hwy
410-729-3333

severna Park • 552 e ritcHie Hwy
410-544-3344

E leven-year-old Mia Funk finished 
second in the youth division of 
the 40th running of the Market 

Street Mile in Frederick, Maryland, on 
September 10. Her time of 7:07 was a 
new personal record.

After the race, Mia talked about her 
dedication to running.

After a difficult 2019 debut in 
the Market Street Mile, what 
were your goals heading into this 
year’s race?

I wanted to redeem myself this 
year. I was pretty sick and not up to 
the challenge three years ago. And I 
finished pretty far back.

Were you happy with your time 
and second overall finish for the 
youth girls?

I was very happy with my time, 
because it was a big personal best by 25 
seconds, but I wanted to break seven 
minutes. I wanted to put myself up 
front early and hang on, and it paid off.

Your racing season began in May 
with mostly 800-meter dash races 
on the track. This was the first 
time racing the mile all summer. 
Were you happy with your season 
as a whole?

I competed at higher levels than I 
was used to, at bigger meets with fast-
er, older girls and I struggled mentally 
most of the summer. I had a goal to 
break three minutes in the 800-meter 
dash, and I finally broke through at 
a meet in July, winning the race in 
2:57.44. It gave me a lot of confidence 
and the desire to do better and keep 
working at it. So, I was excited to test 
my abilities in the mile and see how 
fast I could go.

Mia Funk set a new personal record 
with a time of 7:07 during the 
Market Street Mile, held September 
10 in Frederick.

Young Runner Excels

Photo courtesy of Dennis McGinley

In a battle of unbeaten field hockey teams, Broadneck defeated Crofton 5-1 
on September 28. Faith Everett led Broadneck with two goals, while Arden 
Hunteman and Jess Kopernick each had one goal and one assist. Lexi 
Dupcak also scored and Mady Quigley added an assist. Mia Moody made 
four saves in goal for Broadneck. Emily Najarian scored for Crofton. 
Below: Hunteman advanced toward the Cardinals’ side of the field. She 
finished with one goal and one assist for the Bruins. 

Broadneck Continues Winning 
Run Against Crofton
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Baltimore Scores! You Score!
GOAL MAKER 

SAVINGS ACCOUNT

ArundelFederal.com
410.768.7800

Interest rate increase only applies to Tier 1 balances $0.01 to $2,500.00 during the regular 
PRO football season and playo�s. Tier 2 balances over $2,500.00 will earn the current 
statement savings rate. Tiered Annual Percentage Yield may change the Wednesday a�er 
�e Big Game.  Fees may reduce the earnings on the account.  Not available for Payable 
on Death, Non-Personal, or Retirement accounts. Minimum $5 to open and minimum 
balance of $5 to avoid monthly service charge.  One account per Tax ID Number (TIN).  
Other transaction limitations apply, refer to Truth In Savings disclosure.  Interest rate may 
change at any time.

Each passing touchdown Baltimore scores 
during the 2022 regular and playoff 
football season, the Goal Maker Savings 
Account rate increases by .10%

Voted Best 
Consignment Store in Severna Park

410.647.1636 
savvyconsignment.com

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd. 
Severna Park, MD 21146
Mon 10-4, Tues-Fri 10-6:30 
Sat 10-5, Sun 10-3

Brand Name Women’s, 
Children, Tweens, 
Maternity, Workout Attire, 
Men’s and Curvy
Furniture, Home Décor, Home 
Furnishings and Cool Clutter
Accepting Home Furnishings/Furniture 
Small items Monday-Friday — Anytime 
Large Furniture process: 
Send a photo via email for item approval. 
Email address: info@savvyconsignment.com 
We’ll be in touch to schedule your delivery.

Comeback
Bucks!
Stop in for details.Now

Accepting 

FALL
Consignments

Photos by Colin Murphy

Severna Park and South River 
squared off  during a September 22 
field hockey contest, with the Lady 
Falcons getting a 3-0 win over the 
Seahawks. Sophomore Ava 
Zimmerman, Junior Alyssa Gore-
Chung and Sophomore Kelsey Rowe 
scored for Severna Park. The Lady 
Falcons, led by coach Shannon 
Garden, are seeking to defend last 
year’s 4A title run and bring home a 
26th field hockey state 
championship for the school. 

Lady Falcons Shut Out The Seahawks
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CaR aCCiDent?
Turn to Frank & Bill’s to
take care of your auto

repair needs!

[3368]
410-255-Dent

Visit our website to see our work!
FrankandBills.com

Falcons to cut the deficit in half.
Matt Tettemer did his part to keep 

Severna Park from scoring again. He 
made a few diving saves and, at one point, 
charged out of the box, sidestepping his 
way through a group of Falcons to gather 
a loose ball.

“Our goalie, Matt, made a lot of clutch 
saves,” Welsh said. “At the end, he drew 
that penalty that put the game away. He 
had a great performance.”

That penalty had the Falcons fum-
ing after they lost their last chance for 
a comeback.

Despite the loss, Severna Park sits near 
the top of the standings with upcoming 
games against South River, Old Mill 
and Arundel. 

Coach Sean Tettemer had plenty to say. 
His team will try to keep growing as they 
face Arundel, Southern and South River.

“I know what our strengths are,” he 
said. “I know what we still need to do to 
improve, even if we are trying to play a 
tough style of soccer. I’d like to see us 
develop more into a possession team. That 
may or may not happen, but we’re going to 
keep grinding and trying to keep getting 
better every day and night.

“They deserve a lot of credit for this win 
right now,” he said of his players. “Severna 
Park is a great team, and we are still try-
ing to find ourselves and we keep stepping 
up. I’m so proud of their effort and I’m so 
proud to work with them each day. They’re 
really a great group of guys.”

Welsh, Tettemer 
Lift Broadneck
»» Continued from page 20

By Conor Doherty

L acrosse is one of the most popu-
lar sports for kids to play locally, 
especially with the success of 

programs like Broadneck, Severna 
Park and Archbishop Spalding. Just 
like many other sports, it has become 
necessary and important for kids 
to play year-round if they want to 
improve. But for a long time, fall la-
crosse teams weren’t available locally. 
Many kids had to join club teams that 
are outside the area to get that kind 
of experience. However, that has now 
changed as Green Hornets has a new 
fall lacrosse division this year.

Over the past several years, the 
lacrosse program has grown from 
having several spring and summer 

select teams to now include seven 
new fall select teams. For commis-
sioner Brian Vetter, who took over 
two years ago, it has been a process 
to not just put together fall lacrosse 
but also to continue growing Green 
Hornets lacrosse.

“I interviewed a ton of parents,” 
Vetter said. “The parents were like, 
‘Why do I have to drive to the Eastern 
Shore or Southern Maryland to go to 
practice?’ So, our goal is to surpass 
the numbers from 10 years ago, which 
was 778 kids. Last year, we were at 
right around 450. And my goal this 
year is to add another 200 to get to 
that 650 mark.”

The biggest challenge for Vetter 
to keep the program growing and 

moving forward is having enough 
coaches who can help year-around 
as the number of coaches available 
determines what Vetter can or can’t 
do with the program. While these are 
select teams playing in the fall, Vetter 
wants rec teams that play in the 
spring to be able to continue playing 
together in the fall, but if a coach can 
only do the spring, then that team 
will be relegated to a spring-only 
season. But for now, the future of 
the program and its fall division is 
bright. The fall teams will compete 
against club teams like True Lacrosse 
and Sidewinders Lacrosse Club in four 
tournaments with between three to 
four games per tournament, with the 
first tournament starting October 6.

The Green Hornets’ fall players will compete against club teams like True Lacrosse and Sidewinders Lacrosse Club.

Green Hornets Offer New Fall Lax Division
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S eventeen-year-old Parijita Bastola 
became the first Lebanese Ameri-
can to audition on NBC’s televi-

sion show “The Voice,” in an episode 
that aired September 27. Her rendition 
of “Jealous” by Labrinth got all four 
coaches to turn their chairs.

A Severna Park High School student, 
Bastola brought her mom, dad and 
aunt to the blind audition.

“‘The Voice,’ since season one, has 
always been our family show,” Bastola 
told the coaches. “They own a small 
restaurant, and they specifically closed 
on Mondays to watch ‘The Voice.’”

After turning four chairs, Basto-
la was able to choose her coach. 
She selected R&B and soul singer 
John Legend.

“The best artists are able to bring 
the music of their culture and of their 
roots into the wider, global landscape 
of music,” Legend said as he made his 
pitch to be Bastola’s coach. “I think 
your voice is that kind of transcendent 
voice, and it would be an honor for me 
to work with you.”

Bastola will again appear on TV 
screens during the battle rounds, 
which are expected to start October 
11. “The Voice” airs on Monday and 
Tuesday nights.

Teenage Singer Turns 
Heads On “The Voice”

Parijita Bastola wowed 
audiences during Severna Park 

High School’s run of “Freaky 
Friday” in 2021. Now, she will 

perform for a national audience.

More than 20 bands took the field 
at Severna Park High School on 

September 24 for Marching in the 
Park. Severna Park performed 

the national anthem with the 
assistance of approximately 70 

“Future Falcons,” a term for band 
and orchestra students from 
Severna Park feeder schools 

— both elementary and middle 
schools — as well as a few 
alumni. The Falcons then 

performed their “Intergalactic” 
show near the end of the event.

Bands Showcase Their Skills 
At Marching In The Park

By Judy Tacyn

Faith Karanja, a 
Broadneck High 
School senior, has 

been named a National 
Merit Scholarship semi-
finalist. One of only five 
semifinalists from public 
schools in Anne Arundel 
County, Karanja was 
selected based on high 
performance on the 2021 
Preliminary SAT and Na-
tional Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test. Finalists 
will be named in February.

Karanja’s favorite classes are statis-
tics and sciences, and she has taken 
Advanced Placement courses in every 
academic department.

“I’ve really enjoyed my experience 
at Broadneck,” Karanja said. “My 
school has lots of options for aca-
demic classes and clubs, and all of my 
teachers have been very supportive, 
and they’re accessible when I need 
assistance.”

She plans to stay local 
for college, however, she 
will follow a pre-med 
biology track with the 
hopes of being a cardi-
ologist one day. Karanja 
has a strong desire to 
help people. Her com-
munity service includes 
working at the Christian 
Assistance Program food 
distribution to neighbors 
in need, and with Happy 
Helpers for the Home-
less in sharing food, 

clothes and toys.
Karanja credits her parents for 

instilling in her the importance of 
education and the value of support-
ing others.

“Ever since I can remember, my par-
ents taught us the importance of edu-
cation,” added Karanja, whose father 
is a business owner and mother is a 
physician’s assistant. “They worked 
really hard to get into higher educa-

BHS Senior Named National 
Merit Scholarship Semifinalist

Faith Karanja

»» Continued on page 36Check out more Marching in the Park photos on page 39.
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Convenientlyhomestead
Get to know Homestead Gardens, conveniently located 

on Ritchie Highway in the heart of Severna Park. 
We’re eager to invest in your gardening + open-air 

living goals for this season and beyond.
Because life should be beautiful!

522 ritchie highway • Severna park, md 21146

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.

410-544-0072
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203, Severna Park, MD 21146

www.orthowright.com

2022

Best Orthodontic Practice

12 Straight Years!

By Zach Sparks 
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

I na Cheatham could have been in 
scrubs, working in hospitals, but 
instead she landed in schools, 

educating the next few genera-
tions of kids.

Whichever career she chose, she 
knew she wanted to help people, 
just like her mom, who was a special 
education teacher.

“She has always been a kind, gentle 
people person,” Cheatham said of her 
mom. “She and I have pretty much 
the same personality. It was either 
be a nurse or a teacher. My dad is a 
doctor, and I can’t stand blood, so 
that left teaching.”

Cheatham taught at a magnet 
school and later went to Chesapeake 
High School in Pasadena. Since 2007, 
she has taught ninth grade, and since 
2021, she has taught at Severna Park 
Middle School.

“I’m kind of a silly Billy, but not in a 
way where the kids don’t respect me,” 
Cheatham said. “I’ve always been 
aware of the music they listen to, 
their jargon, their games, because it 
keeps me in their world. I don’t want 
them to see me as their friend, but 
I’m invested in them.”

Now in her 24th year of teaching, 
Cheatham has many diverse learners 
and wants every student to succeed. 
Her peers and the administrators at 
the school see her enthusiasm daily.

“At Severna Park Middle, it is our 
mission to challenge students to 
think critically and solve problems 
independently,” said Dennis Kelly, 
principal of Severna Park Middle 
School. “Ms. Cheatham does just that 
for her students every day. She has 
created a classroom environment 

that challenges her students to grow 
but also supports them when they 
fail. She is always willing to help her 
colleagues and collaborate around an 
issue that arises.”

One of her favorite parts of the 
curriculum is having the class read 
a fiction or nonfiction book at the 
end of the quarter. Their next book is 
“Hatchet.”

“I get to have more discussions 
with the kids and connect to the kids’ 
lives,” Cheatham said. “I’ll ask, ‘How 
are you like this character or not like 
this character?’ The book reading 
lends itself to more conversations.”

Said she will do whatever she can 
to supply the kids with what they 
need, but it’s nice to have so much 
support from the Severna Park Mid-
dle School community.

“I am the only African American 
teacher at the school. Being an odd 
man out racially, I don’t feel that way 
at all,” Cheatham said. “I feel em-
braced by the parents, the kids and 
the community.

“It’s just a warm feeling that I’m 
definitely not judged by the color of 
my skin but by the content of my 
character,” she said, citing the fa-
mous Martin Luther King Jr. quote.

Cheatham wants to retire at 
Severna Park, and she has words of 
wisdom for anyone else who wants to 
be a teacher.

“You definitely need to have an 
open heart and empathy,” she said. 
“You have to understand that no day 
is going to be like the next. I cried ev-
ery day as a teacher for three months. 
Find a group of people you can trust, 
pour your heart out and they won’t 
judge you. You need a support team 
on a daily basis.

“Don’t take anything personally 
that these kids bring to you,” she 
added. “Don’t judge the kids, because 
you can’t control their environment 
and the way they are raised.”

As long as her teaching career 
continues, she will continue to be 
invested in each student.

“I have 11 grandkids, so kids are 
my whole world,” she said. “I want 
them to be kind, have empathy and 
be productive citizens.”

Educator Of The Month
Ina Cheatham
Severna Park 
Middle School

“You definitely need to have 
an open heart and empathy. 
You have to understand 
that no day is going to be 
like the next. ... Find a 
group of people you can 
trust, pour your heart out 
and they won’t judge you.”

—— Ina Cheatham

The Educator of the Month is proudly sponsored by Cafe Mezzanotte.
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itchens
READY FOR AN
UPGRADE?

Visit our kitchen showroom
or call to book your design
consultation with one of our
experienced designers today!

8200 Veterans HWY Millersville, MD 21108
410-987-5200

www.johnsonlumber.biz
CONNECT WITH US
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FREE Registration
(A $25 value)

Bring in coupon or mention this ad when you register. Expires October 31, 2022.

 Did You Know?

• Bringing your kids to Rolly 

Pollies will build your child’s 

self-confidence & friendships!

• Family participation in physical 

activity can inspire lifelong 

healthy habits.

Find
Us On:

• Gym Classes for ages 6 

months - 8 years old

• Open Play for Walking - 8 year old

• Best Birthday Parties

• Safe, Nurturing Environment

Voted

Best by:

Call now to schedule

a free trial class!

(410) 544-9002 Severna Park

www.rollypolliesmaryland.com

Fall Gym Class

Registration Now 

En“ROLL”ing!

An independent school in Severna Park, MD 
Preschool  ·  Elementary School  ·  Middle School

410.647.7055   I   stmartinsmd.org

Visit us and 

experience 

our engaging 

learning 

environment 

and our 

inclusive 

Episcopal 

community. 

Open House
Thursday, November 3, 2022

10:00 am – 12:00 pm

By Zach Sparks 
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

S t. Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal School has a 
new head of school this year. For Tony Shaffer, 
the school’s name and values are familiar.

Coming from St. Martin’s Episcopal School in At-
lanta, where he spent six years, Shaffer is excited to 
oversee the well-being of 280 students after coming 
from a school that had about 700 kids.

“I want to greet the kids by name and know who’s 
playing soccer and who was playing basketball but 
is now playing soccer,” Shaffer said. “It’s hard to do 
that when you have 2,000 kids.”

Shaffer has always worked in independent schools, 
from his 13 years as director of technology at Au-
gusta Preparatory School in Georgia to his time as 
middle school director at Westminster School in 
Oklahoma City.

St. Martin’s in Severna Park focuses on building 
students’ confidence, compassion and character. It’s 
a refreshing mission, Shaffer said.

“There is a model for respectful discourse, for 
inquiry, for compassion, that is embedded in the 
episcopal church,” he said. “Episcopal schools, and 
lots of schools, have something to teach.

“There are wonderful nonsectarian schools too,” 
he said. “I want everyone to have a great school that 
matches what they need.”

Many families found what they needed after 
transitioning their kids to private schools during the 
COVID pandemic.

“I will never lose the heightened sense of gratitude 
from not having kids for four months,” Shaffer said. 
“I was already grateful, but it made me even more 
grateful.”

Shaffer is grateful for his new position, which 
differs from the role of a principal at a public school. 
With the public-school model, a superintendent han-
dles human resources and budgetary duties. With 

St. Martin’s being an independent school, Shaffer 
will be responsible for those areas or for supervising 
people who do those tasks at St. Martin’s.

“I want teachers to feel supported so they can 
focus on kids instead of paperwork and budgets,” 
Shaffer said.

But he also wants to support activities the kids 
are doing. So far this year, St. Martin’s has had a few 
field trips. Third- and fourth-graders visited First 
Fruit Farms in Freeland, Maryland, and bagged 
potatoes to feed people throughout Maryland. 
Students also repopulated an oyster bed damaged by 
pollution.

Shaffer wants St. Martin’s to encourage kids to be 
creative while still learning the vital components of 

English, math and other subjects.
“There’s a beautiful balance between innovation 

and tradition … but the students still learn hand-
writing and the multiplication tables,” he said.

Shaffer was awarded Fulbright and Peabody Fel-
lowships in 1994 and 2015, respectively, and has had 
several opportunities to travel abroad. Eventually, 
Shaffer wants to organize an annual student trip to 
Panama. He was a Rotary International Exchange 
student in 1985 and visited Chile. He’s also been to 
Spain, France and Panama, among other countries.

“Staying with a family for a few weeks, it 
breaks down so many preconceptions kids have,” 
Shaffer said.

Those possible trips are just one thing to look for-
ward to, Shaffer said.

“I’ve lived through seven head-of-school transi-
tions in my career, but they are always super inter-
esting ideas that come out of that,” he said.

Whatever ideas are suggested, the staff plans to 
focus on what’s best for students and teachers.

“Learning always comes from connection, and I 
want the students to each grow, not only as a learner 
but as a person as a whole,” Shaffer said.

Tony Shaffer Sees Great Potential At St. Martin’s-In-The-Field
Tony Shaffer is overseeing the well-being of nearly 
300 students at St. Martin’s-in-the-Field.

“Learning always comes from 
connection, and I want the students 
to each grow, not only as a learner 
but as a person as a whole.”

—— Tony Shaffer, head of school 
St. Martin’s-In-The-Field Episcopal School



35October 2022Severna Park Voice

FOOD &  BEVERAGE 
JB’s Bar & Grill • Honey Baked Ham & Café 
Kyoto Japanese Steakhouse • Ledo Pizza • Mezeh 
Mediterranean Grill • Mi Pueblo • Noodles & Company 
Park Tavern • Smoothie King • Subway • Sullivan’s Cove 
Taichi Bubble Tea • The Breakfast Shoppe • Taco Bell

GIFT SHOPS & RETAIL 
Dance Supplies Etc • Five Below • Franklin’s Toys 
JOANN Fabrics & Crafts • Marc Todd Jewelers  
Music & Arts • Park Home • Severna Park Kitchen & Bath 
Side Street Framers • T-Mobile • The Axe House 
The Cottage • Wild Bird Center

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES & BANKING 
Coldwell Banker Realty • Edward Jones  
Long & Foster Real Estate • M&T Bank • Mathnasium 
The Pup Camp • United Title & Escrow

HEALTH & BEAUTY 
ATI Physical Therapy • Chesapeake Hearing • Creative Force Dance Center • Dr. Paul W. Gill, D.P.M. Podiatrist • Hair Cuttery • Hand and Stone Massage & Facial Spa • Image Creators 
Kwon’s Tae Kwon Do • Multi-Specialty Health Care • Olde Tyme Barber Shop • Park Fitness • Park Pharmacy • Planet Fitness • Priority Care Clinics • Severn River Dental Health Center  
Split Ends • Sports Clips • Stretch Zone  • Top Nails

550-582 Governor Ritchie Hwy., Severna Park, MD 21146 |  Brought to you by the Park Plaza Merchants.

T he all-female Scouts BSA Troop 
1983 celebrated its first six 
months of activities on Septem-

ber 21 by holding its first-ever Court of 
Honor, which recognized the individual 
achievements and advancement of the 
21 scouts in the troop. The ceremony 
took place at Woods Memorial Pres-
byterian Church, the troop’s sponsor 
organization.

“This Court of Honor recognizes the 
hard work of these young ladies to earn 
rank and other awards over the past six 
months,” said Troop 1983 Scoutmaster 
Jason Port. “I couldn’t be more proud 
of the leadership skills that they have 
learned and demonstrated. I am also 
really impressed with how well they’ve 
taken on the outdoor program and now 
they’re doing it themselves.”

Troop 1983 has been active since its 
first meeting last March. The unit has 
grown from nine Scouts to its current 
21 individuals. The troop has conducted 
three campouts, white-water rafted, 
and even practiced rifle shooting. 
Scouts also attended three Scouts 
BSA summer camps. In October, the 
troop will conduct another overnight 
camping trip focused on orienteering 

at Gettysburg National Battlefield, and 
in November, the troop will conduct 
a five-mile “hiking 101” close to the 
Appalachian Trail.

Troop 1983 meets every Wednesday 
at 7:00pm downstairs in Woods Church 
on B&A Boulevard in Severna Park. In-
terested parties can contact the troop 
via Facebook by searching for “Scouts 
BSA Troop 1983.”

All-Female Scouts BSA Troop Holds First-Ever Court Of Honor

Scouts BSA Troop 1983 of Severna Park held its first ever Court of Honor on 
September 21. Advancement chair Sally Dugenske (left) commended the eight 
young women who earned Scout rank, the first step on the trail to Eagle.
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Each month, the Severna 
Park Voice poses a ques-

tion to a local fifth-grade 
class. This month, students 
from Mrs. Bodnar’s class at 
Oak Hill Elementary School 
answered the question:

If you could invent 
something to 
make life easier, 
what would you 
invent and why?
To make life easier, I would invent 
a robot that delivers food so less 
people are on the roads and there 
would be less car pollution.
Alexis C.

I would invent a charging water 
bottle that charges water for you 
so you don’t run out when you 
are thirsty.
Andrew J.

To make life easier, I would invent 
an automatic snowblower so 
people can get to places like work 
and school.
Audrey B.

I would invent a robot to clean up 
trash in parks, beaches, the bays 
and in neighborhoods. I think 
this would really help clean up the 
pollution in the world, and when 
it’s done cleaning, we could empty 
it and put the trash in the trash 
and then we could recycle the rest 

so that we could reuse it.
Bella C.

To make life easier, I would make a 
machine that can duplicate anything 
so people can do more things at once 
and solve world hunger.
Caden G.

To help make people’s lives better, 
I would invent a new type of bread 
to give people abs. It would make 
people stronger and more fit.
Calvin G.

To make life easier, I would invent 
an infinite clean water source so 
more people will have clean drinking 
water so less people get sick.
Clare T.

What I would invent to make life 
easier is an outfit picker to choose 
outfits that match your emotions 

because I spend about an hour and a 
half just to pick out clothes.
Esther O.

To make life easier, I would invent 
a vacuum that could suck up all the 
pollution and trash. Instead of hold-
ing the trash in its stomach, it would 
turn the trash into soil and compost.
Inez B.

If I could invent something to make 
life easy, I would invent a machine 
that would give any material upon 
being asked. Why? To prevent 
cutting down trees and ruining the 
environment!
Isaac B.

To make life easier, I would invent a 
contraption that you put on top of 
your peanut butter jar that spins in 
a circle to get the last bit of peanut 
butter left out, so you don’t have 

to waste your time trying to shove 
your hand inside of the jar and do 
it yourself!
James D. A.

To make life easier, I would like to 
invent a cure for cancer because can-
cer has taken people from not just 
me but others. No one should have 
to lose friends or family to cancer.
Leonardo P.

I would invent a portable house 
so that you don’t need to buy a 
new house.
Liam C.

I would invent an automatic wheel-
chair for the disabled. It responds to 
your thoughts, so if you don’t have 
arms, you can still move around. It 
also has a mode in which you can go 
up stairs so you don’t need a ramp.
Liam G.

To make life easier, I would invent 
a cure for cancer because my mom’s 
friend died of cancer at 40.
Lucas W.

To make life easier, I would create 
a robot that gets rid of filthy water 
for sea animals.
Marcus N.

To make life easier, I would like 
to make a car that takes the dirty 
air that creates global warming 
and makes it fuel, and when the 
fuel comes out of the car, the 
air is clean.
Reese D.

To make my life easier, I would 
invent an ecosystem-friendly robot 
that helps stop climate change, so 
the world does not explode from 
climate change.
Sienna Q.

Oak Hill Elementary School

Question 
of the month

I nspired by the twisted genius of 
Roald Dahl, the Tony Award-win-
ning Roald Dahl’s “Matilda The 

Musical” is a captivating masterpiece 
from the Royal Shakespeare Company 
that revels in the anarchy of childhood, 
the power of imagination and the in-
spiring story of a girl who dreams of a 
better life. With a book by Dennis Kelly 
and original songs by Tim Minchin, 
“Matilda” has won 47 international 
awards and continues to thrill sold-out 
audiences of all ages around the world.

“Matilda” is a little girl with aston-
ishing wit, intelligence and psycho-
kinetic powers. She’s unloved by her 
cruel parents but impresses her school-
teacher, the highly loveable Ms. Honey. 
Over the course of her first term at 
school, Matilda and Ms. Honey have a 
profound effect on each other’s lives, as 
Ms. Honey begins not only to recognize 

but also appreciate Matilda’s extraordi-
nary personality. Matilda’s school life 
isn’t completely smooth sailing, how-
ever – the school’s mean headmistress, 
Ms. Trunchbull, hates children and just 
loves thinking up new punishments for 
those who don’t abide by her rules. But 
Matilda has courage and cleverness in 
equal amounts and could be the school 
pupils’ saving grace!

Packed with high-energy dance num-
bers, catchy songs and an unforgettable 
star turn for a young actress, “Matilda” 
is a joyous girl power romp. Children 
and adults alike will be thrilled and 
delighted by the story of the spe-
cial little girl with an extraordinary 
imagination.

The artistic staff includes director 
Atticus Cooper Boidy, music direc-
tor Emily Sergo and choreographer 
Brandon Glass.

Show dates are Fridays at 7:00pm, 
Saturdays at 11:00am and 4:00pm, and 
Sundays at 2:00pm from October 21 
through November 6.

CTA To Present Roald Dahl’s 
“Matilda The Musical”

tion and to get where they are today.”
Her parents were born in Ken-

ya. The family moved to Arnold for 
the schools in 2007 from Prince 
George’s County.

Broadneck guidance counselor Luke 
Wilhelm called Karanja “a unique-
ly talented, passionate and curi-
ous student.”

“Faith has the qualities of a life-
long learner: whenever she is pre-
sented with something unfamiliar, 
she excitedly researches the topic to 
deepen her understanding and see 
how it connects to other topics she 
is interested in,” Wilhelm said. “This 
inquisitive nature drives her academic 
success. She hopes to use these abil-
ities to benefit others in the future 
as a physician. Her brilliance and 
compassion, as well as her humble 
willingness to constantly learn and be 
taught, will make her an outstanding 
physician in the future.”

In addition to the National Merit 

Scholarship semifinalist recognition, 
Karanja has been named a College 
Board National African American 
Recognition Program 2022-2023 
Scholar and she is a member of the 
National Honor Society, Science 
National Honor Society and National 
Math Honors Society. She has par-
ticipated in the U.S. Army Education 
Outreach Program for five years, 
and this summer was part of Astro 
Research with the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy physics department where she 
learned how to use the Hopper Hall 
20-inch telescope to observe stars and 
asteroids and use software to analyze 
their orbits.

She is a member of Broadneck High 
School’s UNICEF Club, Key Club and 
student government. She is a past 
member of the cross country and field 
hockey teams. She plays the keyboard 
and saxophone, and enjoys painting, 
pottery and crochet.

She is the youngest child of Daniel 
and Lucy Karanja.

BHS Senior Named National 
Merit Scholarship Semifinalist

»» Continued from page 31Show Runs October 21 
Through November 6
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Arnold office

1509 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012

410.757.7600

Accepting neW pAtients

Thank You For Voting
Us Best Medical Practice!

Your Care Is Our
Primary Concern…

We offer EVENING HOURS

Have you scheduled your
FREE Medicare

Annual Wellness Visit?
Call us today to schedule

your appointment so you can:
• Stay Healthier longer      • Personalize Your care

• lower Your Healthcare cost
• ensure All Vaccines Are Up To date

Now open
SUNDAYS 9am
for breakfast

Bottomless Mimosa 
Bottomless Orange Crush 

Freshly Brewed Coffee

Breakfast Burritos 
Omelettes 

Pancakes & Waffles

1264 Bay Dale Drive 
Arnold, MD 21012 

(410) 421-1010

Monday - Saturday (10am-2pm) 
Sunday (9am-2pm)

410-544-9050 | 558-B Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park 
www.sidestreetframers.com

Specializing In:
• Custom Picture 
 Framing 
• Shadow Boxes
• Photo Restoration

We are always fully stocked.

Gorgeous, 
one-of-a-kind 

ornaments

Original oil paintings
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Nursery School - Child Care - Pre-K - Before & After Care - Summer 

arly
chool

dinboro

Maryland State Department of Education approved
curriculum for Nursery School and Kindergarten

Kindergarten Full Day
(Early Admission Option)

Talented & Gifted Programs

• Childcare Age 2
• Nursery School for Age 3

• Pre-K for Age 4
• Kindergarten for Age 5

• Before & After Care - Thru Age 7

410-544-2476 380 Jumpers Hole Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

Limited 
Openings 

Ages 2, 4 and Kdgn

Improve your child’s IEP or 
504 plan with the support 
of Education Team Allies.
Beth Nolan has over 20 years of experience in education 
and now is dedicated to supporting families as they
navigate their child’s educational journey.

Contact her today!
info@educationteamallies.com   •   410-793-7060

www.educationteamallies.com

410-987-8300  | 401 Headquarters Drive, Millersville, MD 21108
MillersvilleAH@Gmail.com | MillersvilleAnimalHospital.com
 facebook.com/MillersvilleAnimalHospital    @millersvilleanimalhospital

Where
Pets Are 
Family!

New Patients 
Accepted
- Ultrasound
- In-house 
 Laboratory
- Pharmacy 
 on site
- Digital x-ray
- Laser surgery

HELLO 
NEIGHBOR!

559 Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park, MD, 21146
myeyedr.com | 410-401-8309

Dr. Daniel Rogers is 
part of the MyEyeDr. 
family optometrists. 

Schedule an 
appointment!
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T he Anne Arundel County 
Board of Education has 
approved Superintendent 

Mark Bedell’s recommended $198.5 
million Fiscal Year 2024 capital 
budget, a plan that contains con-
struction funding for five major 
school projects.

The plan, first presented to the 
board on September 7, was adopt-
ed without change at the board’s 
September 21 meeting. It contains 
$132.4 million for major capital 
projects that include construc-
tion at the following schools, in 
priority order:
•	Center of Applied 

Technology – North 
construction, $58.4 million

•	Old Mill High School 
design/construction, 
$12.7 million

•	Old Mill Middle School North 
design/construction, 
$11.4 million

•	Old Mill Middle School South 
construction, $37.3 million

•	West County 
Elementary School 
construction, $12.6 million

The Old Mill High School re-
quest is for a new facility on the 
school’s current Patriot Lane site 
and separate from the construc-
tion of Old Mill High School West, 
which is being built on the former 
Papa John’s Farm in Severn.

The plan also contains $37 mil-
lion for building systems renova-
tions, $7 million to continue to 
reduce the maintenance backlog, 
and $4 million for classroom addi-
tions. Also included is $3.5 million 
for athletic stadium improve-
ments, a $3 million request for roof 
replacement projects, and $2 mil-
lion for security related upgrades.

As it does each year, the board 
also approved a six-year capital 
improvement plan, which allocates 
requested funding for projects 
through Fiscal Year 2029.

The plan will now be submitted 
to the state for funding consid-
eration. It will also be part of the 
school system’s overall Fiscal Year 
2024 budget request, to be for-
warded to the county executive 
in February 2023 after the board 
holds additional public hearings. 
The county council will review 
that plan and adopt a final capital 
budget for the school system by 
June 2023.

Board Of
Education
Approves 

$198.5 Million 
Capital Budget 

For Fiscal
Year 2024

By Cooper Powell 
Student Intern

I n October 2021, the Board of Ed-
ucation of Anne Arundel County 
(AACPS) unanimously voted to enact 

new school start times county-wide, 
releasing the finalized schedule this past 
June. Now, students are adjusting to this 
modification in their schedule and face 
both its advantages and its drawbacks.

“I didn’t really care at the time,” 
recalled Sean Gawitt, a Severna Park Mid-
dle School eighth-grader, on his initial 
reaction when he heard school start times 
would be modified. Now, however, Sean 
faces the struggle many other students 
do — finding reliable transportation to 
school. “My mom has to drive me now 
because of the bus shortage,” Sean said.

Last school year, AACPS faced a short-
age of bus drivers. This school year, with 
elementary schools starting between 
8:00am and 8:30am, conflicting with the 
new high school start times of 8:30am, 
the shortage has become even worse, 
forcing many students to find different 
ways to get to school. Bus disruptions can 
be found on www.aacps.org, where a list of 
buses that are unable to provide services 
to students is updated daily.

This clash of school start times has 
also affected morning commute times for 
students. Jillian Zukley, a senior at Sever-
na Park High School, said she as well as 

many other students and parents have to 
deal with both elementary school traffic 
and work traffic on the drive to school.

“I have to take a whole different route 
because normally elementary school 
and high school wouldn’t be at the same 
time,” Jillian said.

Another thing students have noticed 
this school year is how the new schedule 
impacts after-school activities. SPMS sev-
enth-grader Rebecca Sullivan explained 
that she has far less time after school to 
go home before sports and rest.

“Sometimes I don’t go home and just 
walk to practice,” Rebecca said.

Her difficulty reflects the many 
students who play sports or have other 
extracurriculars that make their schedule 
tighter than before with new start and 
end times.

“I used to be able to stay after school 
for clubs [and] redos, but now I can’t,” 
explained SPHS senior Aidan Darling. 
Due to school ending at 3:18pm and his 
swim practices starting at 4:00pm, he 
said, “Not being able to stay after … is 
definitely difficult. We have a study hall 
during the day, but it’s short.”

One of the school board’s original 
intentions for changing school start 
times was to benefit students’ health by 
accommodating sleep schedules that are 
relative to different age groups.

“Our board remains committed to 
gathering input from stakeholders in 
order to support the community through 
this transition and to improve the lives 
of our students with healthier school 
hours,” said board member Melissa Ellis 
in an AACPS news release.

While Severna Park students face 
several challenges with the new schedule, 
they agree on one thing — it’s improved 
their sleeping habits.

“It’s nice to wake up an hour later,” 
Aidan said.

“I can do my homework in the morn-
ing,” Sean said.

“The sun’s up when I get up,” Jillian 
remarked. “That’s really nice.”

Despite the new schedule’s disadvan-
tages, students have been able to find 
positivity in the changes. They remain 
hopeful that as the school year contin-
ues, they can reach a balance in their 
schedules.

Students Voice Opinions On New School Start Times
Most students say the new start times have 
complicated their commutes and schedules, 
but they are also getting more sleep.

Bands Showcase Their Skills
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P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

Got News? 
Send Us Your Tips!

When you have big news to 
share, send it to the Voice.

Call us at 
410-647-9400 
or email us at 

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com

Extra! Extra!
Read All 
About It!

By Desirae Martins

B roadneck High School 
sophomore Krystina Lilly 
has been accepted into the 

invitation-only National Society of 
High School Scholars (NSHSS), an 
organization focused on honoring 
exceptional high school scholars for 
academic achievements and service 
to their local communities.

As a member of this organiza-
tion, Krystina will gain access to 
countless scholarship, leadership, 
and professional development 
opportunities along with network-
ing opportunities, guidance on the 
college search and application pro-
cess, service activities, study abroad 
programs, and much more.

NSHSS was founded in 2002 by 
Claes Nobel and James Lewis to 
continue the Nobel family legacy of 
recognizing and rewarding excel-
lence. The organization’s mission is 
to recognize academic excellence, 
honor the highest achieving high 
school students, and provide them 
with the resources and network to 
excel in college, their career and 
in the community. This mission is 
something that drew Krystina to 
the opportunity when she received 
the invitation to apply.

“One of my biggest reasons for 
joining is that [NSHSS] will help me 
get into a good college,” she said.

Krystina is quickly reaping 
the benefits of her member-
ship. “NSHSS has already helped 
me find and apply for scholar-
ships,” she said.

Following her acceptance in July, 
Krystina applied for multiple schol-
arships recommended by the orga-
nization and is awaiting decisions 
in October. Further, her member-
ship has already enabled her to earn 
micro-scholarships, which allow 
students to earn toward tuition at 
specific colleges and universities 
based on their accomplishments 
or achievements in high school 
or community college. To use the 
funds, the student must be admit-
ted to and attend the specific college 
offering the micro-scholarship.

So far, Krystina has earned ap-
proximately $25,000 in micro-schol-
arships to Washington College in 
Chestertown, Maryland, although 
she has not decided where she plans 
to attend.

“I would really like to go to 
Swarthmore College, Northwestern 
or Northeastern University, but 
right now, I’m keeping my options 
open,” she noted. “My plan is to 
major in law and political science, 
and my dream job is to be a United 
Nations (UN) lawyer specializing in 
human rights.”

Krystina also plans to take advan-
tage of other opportunities offered 
by NSHSS, such as its ambassador 
program, designed for student 
leaders who exhibit academic ex-
cellence and a strong commitment 
to community service. This fall, she 
is focused on her schoolwork, but 
she plans to apply during the spring 
application cycle.

On top of being an accomplished 
high school scholar, Krystina has 
done ballet, tap, jazz and contem-
porary dance for 12 years, and has 
performed at the pre-professional 
level for the past two years. As a pu-
pil in Ballet Theatre of Maryland’s 
(BTM) pre-professional program, 
Krystina has been selected to dance 
with BTM’s professional company 
productions on a few occasions. 
These outside-the-classroom ac-
complishments are also recognized 
by colleges through micro-scholar-
ship awards.

Krystina looks forward to con-
tinuing to meet her professional 
and academic goals but is also en-
joying her time in high school. She 
credits her parents, Tina and Daniel 
Lilly, for much of her success.

“My parents have been a great 
support system and have really 
helped me accomplish my goals,” 
Krystina said.

BHS Student Recognized For 
Academic Achievement

Krystina Lilly

B roadneck High School will host a college fair for Anne Arundel County 
students and families on Wednesday, October 19, from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. 
Representatives from more than 100 universities will attend, as will mili-

tary representatives. In addition to visiting with college representatives, families 
can attend a financial aid presentation at 7:00pm.

The event will be held in the Broadneck gym at 1265 Green Holly Drive.

College Fair At Broadneck
High School Set For October 19
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Family Owned and Operated Since 1936  |  Full Service & Do It Yourself Yard
529 Ridgely Road, Crownsville, MD 21032

 (410) 923-3444       info@smithsmarina.com

Smith’s Marina
on the Severn River 

Now Accepting 
Reservations For 
Winter Storage!

Call Today To
Reserve Your Space!

• 35-Ton Travel Lift
• Shrink Wrapping
• Bottom Painting

• Fuel Dock

• Antifreeze
• Fuel Stabilizers
• Star Brite No 

Damp Humidifier

4 year old Pre School through Grade 8
Contact Lynne Fish at LFish@StJohnSP.org

for more information.
410-647-2283  |  www.stjohnspschool.org

Severna Park, MD
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence2008

Academic Excellence in the
Catholic Tradition Since 1959

Faith  •  Family  •  academics

2022-23 application opening October 14th!

•	Smart	Phone	App
•	Online	Refill	Requests
•	Senior	Discounts	on	
Non-Prescription	Items
•	Patient	Preferred

Severna Park native Marcus 
LaChapelle and his family 
have owned and operated 
the pharmacy since 1985

Text or Call - 410-544-3733
www.broadneckrx.net

Normal business hours.
Curbside pick up and local delivery.

We offer Flu Shots and 
2nd Booster Shots - Pfizer 

and Moderna.
Walk-ins Are 

Available

410-768-7740
www.bakersisters.com

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family. 
Start with your SMILE!

• Same Day 
 Appointments 
 Available

• Small, family-owned 
 dental practice

• Many dental insurance 
 plans accepted

• Wide range of dental 
 services provided

• Patients of all ages 
 welcome - including 
 CHILDREN

• Patients treated 
 like family

• INvISALIgN

• SAME DAy CRoWNS

8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205 Pasadena, MD 21122

Drs. Jessica and Amanda Baker are delighted to be providing quality, 
gentle, comprehensive dental care to patients in their hometown. With thirty-four 
years combined dental experience, they are happy to treat patients of all ages.
Call today to set up appointments for you and your family!

CALL BAKER
SISTERS FAMILY

DENTAL CARE
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W hile we 
are en-
joying 

our vacations, 
swimming, 
barbecuing and 
more, we need 
to monitor our 
pets’ health and 
diet as well! 
Obesity in dogs 
is one of the 
most common 
health issues 
diagnosed by a 

veterinarian. Over half of all pets are 
considered overweight or obese. Being 
overweight can lead to an increase in 
heart disease, diabetes, joint disease 
and more, and can shorten a pet’s lifes-
pan by two years.

A dog’s weight is evaluated using a 
body condition score (BCS). This is a 
scale from one to nine, with one being 
too skinny and nine out of nine being 
morbidly obese. We recommend a BCS 
of four to five for a pet’s healthiest 
weight. To determine a BCS, a veter-
inarian will evaluate your pet for the 
feel of their rips, the angle of their bel-
ly, their waist and more. To see an ex-
ample of body condition scoring, visit 
www.vcahospitals.com/know-your-pet/
body-condition-scores.

Here are a couple options for helping 
a pet to lose weight:

1. Use a measuring cup to 
feed your pet. It is important 

to always keep track of exactly how 
much food your dog is getting with 
each meal, and the best way to do 
so is a measuring cup.

2.  Switch to a low-fat diet. 
There are many over-the-

counter low-calorie diets that can 
help with weight loss. In addition, if 
those foods are not helping enough, 
there are prescription foods avail-
able for weight loss. These foods are 
formulated in a way to make your 
dog feel fuller with less calories. If 
you would like more information 
about prescription weight loss diets, 
ask your veterinarian.

3. Increase exercise. It is 
great to get out and get active, 

and that is exactly what your dog 
needs. Be cautious in the extreme 
heat and try to do exercises in the 
early morning when it is cooler. 
Swimming is also a fantastic activ-
ity that will keep pets cool while 
working out.

4.  Decrease treats. It is amaz-
ing how many calories add up 

in daily treats. Treats should never 
be more than 10% of your pet’s 
daily calorie intake. It may help to 
switch to healthier treat options, 
such as carrots, green beans, or 
broccoli, or you can even use your 
pet’s weight loss food as treats.

Obesity 
In Dogs

Christine 
Calvert

Medical Director 
VCA Calvert 

Veterinary Center

»» Continued on page 44

M ore than 150 runners and 
many walkers supported 
ovarian cancer awareness 

during the sixth annual Stefanie 
Ashdown Memorial “Do Your Best” 
5k on September 17 at Belvedere 
Elementary. The event raised more 
than $24,000, the event’s highest 
total to date.

Thirty-year-old Arnold resident 
George Erazo finished first with a 
clock time of 18:36:23 and chip time 
of 18:15.1. Andrea Kafka was the top 
female finisher. David Horn raised 
the most funds and the top fundrais-
ing team was Mary Jo’s Fundraiser for 
Ovarian Cancer.

Prizes were awarded to first-, 
second- and third-place finishers in 
several age groups. Attendees also en-
joyed raffles, an auction, face-painting 
and other activities.

Hundreds Support Stef Ripple “Do Your Best” 5K
Photos courtesy of
Nana Sue Photography
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Independent Living | Assisted Living | Dementia Care
469 Jumpers Hole Road | Severna Park, MD 21146  

www.BrightviewSevernaPark.com

410.544.1605

There has NEVER been a better time  
to move to Brightview Severna Park 

At Brightview Severna Park, residents have the freedom and  
opportunity to fill their days as they desire. Chef-prepared meals,  

music and entertainment, cultural and history events, fitness classes,  
movie nights, and more are available just down the hall from  

their apartment home.

Voted Best of Severna Park 
FOUR years in a row

Large
Living Room

Lots of
C losets

Washer/Dryer

Granite
C ountertops

Private
Outdoor Space

Health Services
• Flu shot vaccinations  

for ages 3 and up 
• Blood pressure screening
• A1C testing
• BMI screening
• Vision screening
• Body composition 

screening

Education tables
• Nutrition
• Mental health
• Car seat safety
•  Family emergency 

preparedness
• Lung health

Community 
Wellness Day
at Park Elementary School

umbwmc.org/wellnessday

Saturday, Oct. 15, 2022 | 10am - 1pm
Park Elementary School
201 East 11th Avenue  | Baltimore, MD 21225

Join us for a FREE, family-friendly fall health and  
resource fair to start your journey to good health.

And more!
Face painting   •   Exercise demonstrations    •    Kids activities
Hungry Harvest produce boxes   •   “To-go” boxed lunches 
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By Family Features

T he number of Americans 65 years 
of age and over continues to rise, 
according to the United States 

Census Bureau.
While many in this demographic are 

mindful of conditions like osteoporo-
sis, Alzheimer’s disease and diabetes, 
a leading cause of vision loss is flying 
under the radar, according to survey 
results included in the Visionary Report 
from the eye care experts at Bausch + 
Lomb. The results of the report identify 
blind spots in Americans’ understand-

ing and awareness of a stealth eyesight 
stealer: age-related macular degenera-
tion (AMD).

AMD is a progressive eye condition 
that impacts central vision and is a 
leading cause of vision loss for those 
over age 50 and a leading cause of 
blindness for the 65-plus population, 
according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. The condition 
impacts central vision and occurs when 
the macula — the part of the eye that 
controls sharp, straight-ahead vision — 
is damaged over time, causing people 

to have difficulty seeing faces, reading, 
driving or doing close-up work like 
cooking, according to the National Eye 
Institute (NEI).

Most notably, the survey of more than 
2,000 adults in the United States, con-
ducted by The Harris Poll on behalf of 
Bausch + Lomb, found that 81% of adults 
would be willing to give up $1 million or 
other comforts like listening to music 
if it meant never losing their eyesight. 
Despite this clear prioritization of the 
ability to see, only 37% of those surveyed 
over the age of 50 know AMD is a lead-
ing cause of vision loss for Americans.

Additionally, 62% of those surveyed 
who are 50 years of age and older are 
worried about losing their eyesight as 
they age, but true understanding of the 
condition is blurry as 61% aren’t aware 
a dilated eye exam is needed to diag-
nose AMD, and less than half are aware 
that vitamins or supplements may help 
reduce the risk of progression of AMD in 
some patients.

While AMD can lead to blindness 
and does not yet have a cure, there are 
steps patients can take as part of a plan 
created with their doctors to reduce 
their risk of progression. Those steps 
include visiting an eye care professional 
for an annual dilated eye exam — the 
only way to diagnose and check the pro-
gression of AMD — quitting smoking, 
exercising regularly and maintaining a 
healthy diet.

Patients should also talk to their doc-
tors about taking a vitamin based on the 
AREDS2 study conducted by the Neuro-
science Education Institute. Researchers 
tested and refined the AREDS formula 
for more than 20 years.

A Leading Cause Of Vision Loss 
Is Flying Under The Radar

5. Slow feeder. If your pet is 
one to eat fast, we recommend 

using a slow feeder to prolong each 
meal. There are special bowls for 
slow feeding to keep pets feeling 
fuller with less food.

6. Weigh your pet frequently. 
Many people weigh their pets 

only at their wellness exams every 
six months. Ideally, you should 
monitor your pet’s weight every two 
to three weeks to keep the weight 
loss plan on track and to adjust the 
diet as needed.

If you would like to have your pet’s 
body condition score evaluated, or dis-
cuss a weight loss plan, I recommend 
scheduling an appointment with your 
veterinarian, who can also create a 
feeding plan to help the weight loss go 
as smoothly as possible.

Obesity In Dogs

»» Continued from page 42
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Dining Out

By Mary Cobbler

O ishi Japanese Cuisine 
may be inconspicuously 
tucked away in a shop-

ping center in Arnold, but inside 
the quaint restaurant, you’ll find 
a cornucopia of creative flavor 
combinations.

My family and I arrived at 
Oishi around 5:00pm on a 
Saturday. The space has a sleek 
interior, leather booths and red 
lanterns. On that Saturday, the 
restaurant was calm, with just 
a couple of other patrons seated 
at the sushi counter. We were 
greeted cheerfully by the owner 
and seated by a friendly server, 
who gave us her recommenda-
tions for appetizers and sushi.

Although the name of the 
restaurant suggests Japanese 
cuisine, the menu offers more 
variety. Thai entrees with both 
red and green pepper choices, 
sushi and sashimi options, fried 
rice with protein or vegetables, 
and Japanese teriyaki dishes 
are all available. You’re bound 
to find something you like, even 
if you can’t decide which Asian 
food you want. Talk about a 
crowd-pleaser!

We kicked off our meal with 
spring rolls (harumaki) and 
edamame appetizers. The 
spring rolls were crispy, filled 

Photos by Mary Cobbler

Above: The Sarah’s roll (top) contains spicy tuna and creamy avocado 
wrapped in rice and seaweed. It’s topped with raw salmon, a sweet 
Hawaiian barbecue sauce, and chunks of fresh garlic. The dynamite roll 
(bottom) combines flaky salmon, cooked tuna, rice, seaweed and a spicy 
sauce. Below Top: A hearty array of vegetables including broccoli, green 
beans, red onions, carrots, peas, bamboo shoots, spinach and jalapenos 
rose above the Thai curry broth. Below Middle: The shrimp fried rice had 
savory flavor, was speckled with mixed vegetables, and was topped with 
large, succulent shrimp. Below Bottom: The brownie was served cold and 
drizzled with chocolate syrup and a side of whipped cream.

»» Continued on page 56

Oishi Offers
Indulgence And Variety By Lauren Meyer

T he expression “he marches 
to the beat of his own drum” 
doesn’t even begin to cut it for 

Walker Babington. For the Sever-
na Park native and actor — most 
recently appearing in the hit Apple 
TV+ show “Black Bird” — there isn’t 
a drum loud or eccentric enough to 
convey how fascinating he is.

Gone Streaking
I was fortunate to witness one 

of Babington’s first performanc-
es, in the spring of 2003, when 
he streaked across the old George 
Roberts Stadium field during the 
Severna Park High School boys 
varsity lacrosse state semifinal 
game. The ball was in play, and two 
coaches from the opposite team 
were off-duty state troopers.

“They caught up to me as I tried 
to scale the back fence, roughed me 
up pretty good — I’m still naked at 
this point, mind you, with the en-
tire student body watching — and I 

got hauled off to jail with a blanket 
wrapped around me,” Babington 
recounted.

Nothing’s Off The Table 
When Catching Up With 

Walker Babington

Severna Park native Walker Babington 
is a stunt performer and an actor.

»» Continued on page 52

By Lauren Meyer

I n a mere 14 days, the FILMSTER 
Academy’s advanced group created 
the short film “What I Love About 

Jane,” a subtly unsettling coming-of-age 
romance created by 11 students ages 16-18 
and guest industry mentors who super-
vised them. The film was shot on location 
at the Cape Arthur community beach in 
Severna Park in one day, as well as at a 
private home in Millersville.

Kathleen Pearce — a first-time FILM-
STERS Academy volunteer and profes-
sional who has spent three decades pro-
ducing and directing documentary films 
for national and international television 
— helped make the Cape Arthur commu-
nity beach location a reality. Pearce’s work 
has won more than 24 awards, includ-
ing Emmys, the George Foster Peabody 
Award and the duPont-Columbia Award 
for investigative reporting.

“As the FILMSTERS Academy advanced 
students were writing their film and I was 
working with them to understand the 

producing/writing process, many of their 
script scenes lent themselves to be filmed 
at a beach,” Pearce explained. “I offered 
my community’s beach of Cape Arthur if I 
could get our association’s approval. I was 
able to get the permission thanks to the 
Cape Arthur Community Association’s 
board lending its support to a student, 
non-commercial project.”

Hari Leigh, a FILMSTERS Academy 
supervising instructor since 2018, as well 
as a writer and producer for the indus-

Cape Arthur Community Beach 
Plays Backdrop For FILMSTERS 
Academy’s Advanced Group Film

Sophia Greene (Jane) and Eli 
Stiewing (Chase) star in “What I 

Love About Jane.” In the film, the 
duo struggles through teen anxiety 
between an overbearing family and 

the possibility of new love.

»» Continued on page 55
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Our patients say it best:

" I appreciated the pleasant atmosphere and the expertise and professionalism of 

everyone I came in contact with. Everything was as close to  perfect  as it could be." 

                    - Era P.

 www.RutzenEye.com         410-975-0090 
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By Audrey Ruppert

I t’s a premise that’s far from original: 
two divorced parents, who share a 
child, absolutely hate each other, but 

they come together for the sake of their 
child and eventually reconnect. “Ticket 
to Paradise” is utterly predictable, but I 
loved every moment of it regardless — 
and I am not a romcom fan!

In this rendition of a classic plot, art 
collector Georgia (Julia Roberts) and ar-
chitect David (George Clooney) discover 
that their high-achieving daughter, Lily, 
has abandoned her plans of becoming a 
lawyer in Chicago in favor of marrying 
Gede — a man she met while on holiday 
in Bali and has only known for a month. 
David and Georgia themselves were mar-
ried fresh out of college, and they rush 
to prevent their daughter from repeating 
their mistake.

If you enjoyed the lighthearted and 
fantastical tone of “Mamma Mia!” I 
imagine you would enjoy “Ticket to 
Paradise,” directed by Ol Parker (he also 
directed the “Mamma Mia!” sequel). It’s 
100 minutes of pure escapist fantasy. I 
was amused by their whimsical portray-
al of the Balinese, being of Indonesian 
origin myself and understanding much 
of the intentionally (and also hilariously) 
mistranslated dialogue.

My favorite scene was an Indo woman 
teaching Georgia how to haggle. Indone-
sians certainly haggle - but they do not 
give their secrets away to the bule (the 
white foreigners)! My mother used to for-
bid me from speaking English in the mar-
ket, or the prices would suddenly double.

Gede’s family is portrayed as being 
very large, very close and very accepting 
of Lily — they are also shown living in 
picture perfect open-air villas on the 
beach where they farm seaweed for a liv-
ing. Unlike the rest of Indonesia, which is 
majority Muslim, the Balinese are Hindu 
and believe in castes. One has to wonder 
whether the family would be so accepting 
of their first son (Gede means “big” and is 
a name given to firstborn sons) marrying 
a bule girl from outside their caste and 
way of life — and how Lily would handle 
the intense culture shock. One also has 
to wonder whether a simple seaweed 
farmer could afford such a paradisiacal 

home setup (also, with that open-air 
plan, how does he deal with monsoon 
season?) But hey, what is a romcom 
without an unrealistically handsome and 
wealthy man in an extremely romantic 
setting? Gede is just an Indo Mr. Darcy 
(with an exceptionally good understand-
ing of the English language and customs 
for a Balinese seaweed farmer) and I am 
here for it.

While “Ticket to Paradise” has a sugary 
storyline, everyone behaves reasonably 
given their experiences. Everyone is try-
ing to do the right thing in the end, even 
if some actions are misguided. Georgia 
doesn’t want her daughter to throw away 

her career, as she did, for the sake of a 
charismatic man who may disappoint 
her. David has a genuine understanding 
of why his marriage broke down, and he 
eventually takes accountability for his 
actions. Both parents want to save Lily 
from unhappiness but also realize that 
they might be acting out of turn and not 
respecting her autonomy. Lily clearly is 
disillusioned with the capitalistic rat race 
and the unhappy family dynamic she 
grew up with, and Gede represents an 
escape. Gede loves Lily, but also values 
family deeply and is troubled by mar-
rying into a family that does not accept 
their marriage and is fundamentally 
broken. Everything makes sense, even 
if it’s all a bit cheesy, and bad behavior is 
not glamorized.

The chemistry between Julia Rob-
erts and George Clooney is palpable, 
both when they’re fighting and when 
they begin to make amends. All of the 
characters are loveable, hilarious or both, 
and I found myself laughing out loud in 
the theater to many of the quips. There’s 
something for everyone in a family to 
relate to — the embarrassment of watch-
ing your parents dance to ‘90s hits, or 
the joy of watching a daughter happy and 
preparing for a wedding. And of course, 
Bali is a stunning place — the majority of 
the film is set there, and the cinematog-
raphy is so beautiful you might believe 
you have gone to Indonesia for a couple 
hours. An empty but fun bit of charming 
escapism, “Ticket to Paradise” might just 
be the break you need from a world under 
siege by depressing news cycles.

Romantic Comedy “Ticket To Paradise” Is A Worthwhile Trip

Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures

In this rendition of a classic plot, art collector Georgia (Julia Roberts) and 
architect David (George Clooney) discover that their high-achieving daughter, 
Lily, has abandoned her plans of becoming a lawyer in Chicago in favor of 
marrying a man she met while on holiday in Bali.
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By Mark Patton

T he highly touted musical “Hamilton” is coming to Baltimore’s 
Hippodrome Theatre October 11-30.

Since its debut in 2015, the musical about the life of founding 
father Alexander Hamilton has amassed an envious list of awards 
while creating a production that’s had a major impact on culture, poli-
tics and education.

“Hamilton” features music and lyrics by Lin-Manuel Miranda, 
direction by Thomas Kail, choreography by Andy Blankenbuehler, and 
musical supervision and orchestrations by Alex Lacamoire. The pro-
duction is based on Ron Chernow’s 2004 biography of the American 
statesman.

The musical promises to tell the story of America then, told by 
America now, and it features a score that blends hip-hop, jazz, R&B 
and Broadway.

The Hippodrome Theatre, located in downtown Baltimore’s Bromo 
Tower Arts & Entertainment District, opened more than a century 
ago and served as a movie palace that also showcased some of the 
top vaudeville performances of the time. Following a brief closing, it 
reopened in 2004 as the Hippodrome Theatre at the France-Merrick 
Performing Arts Center.

The shows are two hours and 45 minutes with one intermission. 
It’s recommended for ages 10 and up and some strong language can 
be expected.

Tickets for select shows can be purchased at baltimore.broadway.com/
shows/hamilton or on Ticketmaster.

“Hamilton” Set For Run At Baltimore’s Hippodrome Theatre

Photo courtesy of Joan Marcus

Warren Egypt Franklin, Desmond Sean Ellington, Elijah Malcomb and Pierre Jean 
Gonzalez are cast in the musical “Hamilton” as Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, 
Philip Hamilton and Alexander Hamilton, respectively.

Baltimore Comic-Con Returns For 23rd Year
By Mark Patton

T he Baltimore Comic-Con, which event organizers are 
dubbing as America’s greatest comic book convention, is 
slated to take place at the Baltimore Convention Center 

October 28-30.
This year’s event marks the 23rd anniversary of the annual 

convention in Charm City. Around 200 of the biggest names 
in comics, including writers and artists, are expected to be in 
attendance, and show-exclusive merchandise will be available 
to patrons.

Just a sampling of writers and artists that are expected to be 
in attendance include Frank Miller of “Sin City” and “The Dark 
Knight Returns” fame and Jim Lee, chief creative officer and 
publisher of DC Comics.

There are local ties at the convention as well. Frank Cho, who 
is a Ringo Award winner and Harvey and Eisner Award nomi-
nee, started his career as a comic strip artist at the University 
of Maryland-College Park student newspaper. His most recent 
work graces the covers from DC’s “Harley Quinn” series.

As in years past, celebrity guests are part of the Baltimore 
Comic-Con festivities, and this year includes several Disney 
princesses, including Jodi Benson, the original voice of Ariel 
in the Academy Award winning-film, “The Little Mermaid.” 
Additionally, multi-faceted actor John Leguizamo is on the bill. 
Leguizamo is also the voice of Bruno Madrigal in the Disney 

film “Encanto.”
“To add Encanto’s Bruno to the Disney princesses we have 

at the show is amazing for us,” said Marc Nathan, show 
promoter for the Baltimore Comic-Con. “John is an amazing 
actor with such a broad range of talent on his resume, from 
hard drama and action to comedy and animation, and he 
works in comics to boot. We’re thrilled to have him with us 
for our 2022 event.”

The convention will also feature a Kids Love Comics 
Pavilion featuring kid-friendly creators and specific 
programming for kids. Organizers said children 
ages 10 and under will receive free admission for 
the duration of Comic-Con.

Ticket packages are available for purchase 
at purchase.growtix.com/e/baltimore_com-
ic_con_2022. Online ticket sales end the day 
before the convention. After that, tickets may 
be purchased at the box office located at the 
Baltimore Convention Center. Of note, some 
artists are in attendance only on certain dates 
and special packages with extra perks are addi-
tional options for fans.

More information about Baltimore Com-
ic-Con, including the guest and artist lineup, is 
located at www.baltimorecomiccon.com.

Photos courtesy of Lawrence Howell of
Imaginative Photography by Xavier Agnelli INC.

Baltimore Comic-Con, which event organizers are 
dubbing as America’s greatest comic book 
convention, is slated to take place at the Baltimore 
Convention Center from October 28-30.
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In Homes november 18
Holiday
Shopping,
Dining &
Entertainment
Edition

Be sure to check out the Voice’s 
annual Holiday Shopping, 

Dining & Entertainment 
Edition for great information 

on holiday events, shopping, 
dining & catering, local 

traditions, gift ideas, Santa 
appearances and more.

Residents of Severna Park and beyond gathered on September 18 for live jazz performances and art 

displays during the second annual Art in the Park. Benfield Gallery, Gallery 564, ClayGround Studio 

& Gallery, Side Street Framers and McBride Gallery all showcased work. The following artists 

provided demonstrations: Potter Mark Weaver, ClayGround Studio & Gallery; Abigail McBride, oil 

on canvas, McBride Gallery; Paul DeRemigis Jr, pencil and pen and ink, featured at Side Street 

Framers; and Jane Ferguson, oil on canvas, featured at Side Street Framers. The event was 

organized by the Severna Park Voice, Jazz Beyond Borders and Cafe Mezzanotte.

Photos courtesy of John Bildahl 

Photography/Gallery 564Art In The
Park Entertains A Crowd At Cafe Mezzanotte

Photo by Petra Roche
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This year, instead of a season of
raking and yard work, discover fine 
senior living at Heartlands. Reserve 
the apartment of your choice, ahead 
of the winter rush, and Fall in love 
with Heartlands at Severna Park.

We ARe PRoud To oFFeR:
•	Choice of 13 different 
 floor plans
•	Restaurant-style 
 dining
•	A variety of 
 planned activities
•	on-site speech therapy, 
 physical & occupational 
 rehabilitation
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You won’t find industrial-size jars of 
mayo or 80-inch televisions here. We 
do just one thing, and we do it very 
well…

All day, every day, we provide our community with superior 
hearing care that can’t be found anywhere else.

Better Hearing Event 
October 24–28
Get a Complimentary 
Hearing Consultation to:

 } SCREEN your hearing, and 
find out which sounds you’ve 
been missing.

 } LEARN about all of your 
options for hearing care 
treatment.

 } EXPERIENCE better hearing for 
yourself with a demonstration 
of hearing technology.

WE OFFER ONLY

Severna Park
580 Ritchie Hwy, Ste 1
Park Plaza

find out which sounds you’ve 

Come see the difference — call today to  
schedule a complimentary hearing consultation

410.695.6246
HelpYourHearing.com

Dr. Allison Holtz-Caspar, Au.D., CCC-A 
(Severna Park, Annapolis, Rockville)

Dr. Chelsea McFarland, Au.D., CCC-A 
(Severna Park, Annapolis)

Mariya Hutto, Hearing Aid Dispenser 
(Severna Park)

It was the end of his senior year 
as a Falcon. Babington not only spent 
the night in jail, but he couldn’t 
attend prom or graduation and was 
suspended for the remainder of the 
year. If memory serves him right, 
he took his final exams in a jani-
tor’s closet.

“If I am going to be bloody and 
in a jail cell, I prefer the blood to 
be fake and the jail a film set,” 
Babington said.

Lucky for him, his recent stint as 
an actor has offered that scenario.

“Black Bird”
“Black Bird” is an American crime 

drama. Babington shows up in a 
pivotal scene in episode three as a 
nasty character named Falco. It’s 
his only scene in the show, but it’s a 
bold one. Babington worked one-on-
one opposite the show’s lead, Taron 
Egerton, who won a Golden Globe 
for his portrayal of Elton John in 
“Rocketman.”

“I’d highly recommend ‘Black 
Bird,’” Babington said. “It’s heavy 
and dark and violent but beautifully 
done. The writing is impeccable, the 
acting and action are top-notch, and 
the cinematography alone will proba-
bly win it some awards.”

That “action” includes Babington’s 
own stunt. A graduate of the Inter-
national Stunt School in Seattle, he 
is occasionally hired solely as a stunt 
performer or an actor. However, 
his favorite jobs are ones that use 

both skill sets, such as the “Black 
Bird” role.

Toward the end of Babington’s 
scene in “Black Bird,” his character is 
beaten up. That 15-second clip, as his 
character is progressively battered, 
took about three hours to film. To 
sell the illusion of reality, the show’s 
creators filmed the punching part 
repeatedly. Between takes, they put 
Babington in a makeup chair and 
added more and more prosthetic 
injuries to his face to seamlessly 
illustrate the progression.

“Through stunt work, I discovered 
acting, and subsequently found my 
niche as either an actor who does his 

own stunts or a stuntman who can 
deliver lines,” he said.

Other Roles
In addition to the “Black Bird” 

gig, Babington has held numerous 
other roles, including appearances 
in “The Magnificent Seven” film with 
Denzel Washington and Chris Pratt, 
being a stuntman for Sam Rockwell 
in the film “Better Living Through 
Chemistry” and an episode of “NCIS: 
New Orleans.”

“I also played a mugger who gets 
ripped off a moving motorcycle 
by a crime-fighting luchador in a 
Disney show called ‘Ultra Violet & 
Black Scorpion,’ which came out 
this past summer,” said Babington 
before quickly adding, “and have now 
played characters in three different 
films and stunt-doubled someone 
in a fourth who have taken bullets 
to the head.

“I absolutely love being a part of 
the filmmaking process and per-
forming inside of the ‘movie magic’ 
machine,” Babington said.

What’s Next?
As far as upcoming work, Babing-

ton had a small role in the TV 
adaptation of “Interview With the 
Vampire,” which premiered October 
2 on AMC. He also played a real-life 
photographer in an upcoming Will 
Smith period piece called “Emancipa-
tion.” Babington is currently working 
on an Apple series about the hunt for 
John Wilkes Booth, in which he plays 

one of Booth’s co-conspirators.
“To connect to the role, I visited 

Ford’s Theatre in [Washington], D.C. 
while I was back in Maryland over 
the summer and invited Mike Kan-
dra, my former Severna Park High 
School history teacher, with whom 
I’ve stayed in touch over the years to 
join me,” Babington said.

Babington traveled to Los Angeles 
recently for his role in the Will Smith 
picture, but most of his work, “Black 
Bird” included, is around New Orle-
ans, where he currently resides with 
his wife and 4-year-old daughter.

“We’ve got a solid film industry 
down here [in New Orleans], not to 
mention a pretty amazing art com-
munity,” Babington said. “When I’m 
in between film projects, I keep my-
self busy in my woodshop/art studio 
working on artwork.”

One Last Look At Streaking
Safe to say, streaking was one of 

Babington’s earliest stunts. After 
all these years, I had to ask, “If you 
could do it over again, would you 
still streak?”

“I honestly wouldn’t say that the 
streaking incident was any kind of 
‘turning point’ for me; moreover, one 
point of many along a rather absurd 
trajectory which, nearly 20 years lat-
er, has led me to just about the hap-
piest life I can imagine,” Babington 
said. “So, although I got into a fair 
amount of trouble for it, if I could go 
back, yes I would still make the same 
decision.”

Nothing’s Off The Table When Catching Up With Walker Babington
»» Continued from page 45



53October 2022Severna Park Voice

568-E Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-541-6237

parkhomestyle.com |       @parkhomestyle 

PaRk HoME
Gifts • Decor • Design

UnDer new Ownership

8556 Fort Smallwood Road, Suite A  •  Pasadena, MD 21122
www.barenburgeye.com

Or call today to
schedule an appointment!

410-437-4440
We participate in most 
insurance plans including:

We Are Excited
To Be A Part Of 

Your Community!
Please Stop 

By And See Us!

• CareFirst BCBS
• Aetna
• Cigna HealthSpring

• Davis Vision
• Vision Service Plan (VSP)

• United Health Care
• Medicare
• Medstar

Medicaid plans such as:

As well as most routine vision plans such as:

• Amerigroup
• Priority Partners

• Maryland Physicians Care
• March Vision

• EyeMed
• Block Vision

Find out more at www.FLSlawyer.com        Follow us on Facebook 
Community Association questions answered at www.FLSlawyer.com/blog/

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park, Maryland 21146
443-906-0117  |  bfellner@flslawyer.com  |  www.FLSlawyer.com

General Counsel to 
Community Associations 
Throughout Maryland 
and the District 
of Columbia
Our Services Include: 
Document Amendments, 
Covenant Enforcement, 
and Delinquency 
Reduction

Purchase  Subscriptions & Gift Certificates Online!  
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.

410-730-8311

2023 SUBSCRIPTIONS
NOW ON SALE!

Toby’s Box O�ce Follow Us!

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

Connect With 
Us!

www.severnaparkvoice.com

facebook.com/severnaparkvoice

@SPVoice Severna Park     VoicE
S E R V I N G  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  S I N C E  19 8 1



54 October 2022 Severna Park voice

Moving the Register of Wills to a new ground-level location with 
free parking and disability-accessible spaces available to the public.

Lobbying the Legislature to eliminate Small Estate 
fees entirely, effective October 1, 2022.

Cutting office expenses during difficult and 
improving economic times.

Achieving four perfect Legislative audits from 
independent State auditors since taking office.

A Name You Know, Experience You Can Trust.
By Authority: Friends of Lauren Parker; Gayle A. Roberts, Treasurer

Superior public Service

FiScal reSponSibility

proven DepenDability

Maryland Hall

www.BalletMaryland.org

October 7 - 9, 2022 F rom October 7-9, Ballet Theatre 
of Maryland will begin its main-
stage performance season with 

“Les Sylphides and Other Works” at 
Maryland Hall. This mixed-repertory 
production highlights the renowned 
one-act ballet “Les Sylphides” by 
Mikhail Fokine along with “Sapphire 
Romance” from founding artistic 
director Edward Stewart, “Flow and 
Ebb” by company soloist Cindy Case, 
and the world premiere of “Hijinks 
and Lullabies” by noted choreographer 
Keith Lee.

“Les Sylphides,” set to the music of 
Chopin, follows the “poet” as he danc-
es with ghostly sylphs through the 
dreamy atmosphere of a moonlit park. 
Described as “romantic reverie,” this 
one-act ballet celebrates the beauty of 
romantic ballet with a setting evoca-
tive of the Halloween season.

The performance will also feature 
“Hijinks and Lullabies,” a Keith Lee 
world premiere. Lee is a master chore-
ographer who has performed as a so-
loist with American Ballet Theatre and 
served as ballet master for Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater. His whimsi-
cal 26-minute piece, set to the music 

of Mahler, takes place in a ski chalet 
and includes a diverse cast of a ship 
captain, an inspector, a flock of chicka-
dees, and many more personalities.

“We are thrilled for Keith Lee’s 
return to choreograph a new work 
for Ballet Theatre of Maryland,” said 
Artistic Director Nicole Kelsch. “It 
goes without saying that Keith Lee is 
a prolific choreographer who draws 
upon his long and successful career as 
an artist and dancemaker. We cannot 
wait to share his newest creation with 
our Annapolis audience.”

The company will also perform 
Edward Stewart’s “Sapphire Romance,” 
most recently reprised in 2009. This 
sumptuous work for 16 dancers is ac-
companied by Rachmaninoff’s “Piano 
Concerto No. 2.” Cindy Case’s “Flow 
and Ebb,” set to the music of Debussy, 
is a world premiere work.

In-person tickets for “Les Sylphides 
and Other Works” at Maryland Hall 
are on sale now at $50 for adults, $40 
for seniors or military members, and 
$30 for child or student tickets. For 
virtual audiences, tickets are $30 per 
household. To learn more, visit www.
balletmaryland.org.

BTM Continues Season With 
“Les Sylphides And Other Works”

J azz at the Mezz concerts will 
continue with another offering 
Sunday, October 16. The series 

is presented monthly by Jazz Beyond 
Borders and Severna Park restaurant 
Cafe Mezzanotte.

On October 16, award-winning 
Quebecoise vocalist Lynn Veronneau 
and English guitarist Ken Avis will 
be joined by acclaimed jazz and world 
musicians Karine Chapdelaine (bass), 
and Manny Arciniega (percussion) to 
interpret the music of Joni Mitchell’s 
“Blue” and Carole King’s “Tapestry.”

Recorded simultaneously, in the same 
studio in 1971, the milestone albums 
changed American music forever, mark-
ing the end of the 1960s while putting 
women vocalist-composers center-
stage. They reached across generations, 
appealing to a new and wider audience 
of music lovers and attracting loyal 
listeners from around the world. Enjoy 
a fresh presentation of these soulful, 
jazz-flavored sounds with the newly 
created “Blue Tapestry” program.

Cafe Mezzanotte is located at 760 
Ritchie Highway in Severna Park. 
Shows are held in a spacious setting 
with a full bank of windows on the 
side and a fireplace used when a chill 
is in the air. The restaurant offers a 
Mediterranean menu, and parking is 
free and easy.

Seating for the 4:30pm show is at 
4:00pm. Seating for the 7:00pm show 
is at 6:30pm. Tickets are $25 and can be 
purchased online from instant seats 
(select Cafe Mezzanotte as the venue). 
Please note: the box office closes two 
hours before the show and most shows 

sell out in advance.
Now in its seventh year, Jazz Beyond 

Borders matches cultural diversity 
with artistic excellence, bringing 
world-class artists to festivals, con-
certs, classrooms and airwaves. The 
jazz and world music series at Cafe 
Mezzanotte was started by the orga-
nization in November 2019. Shows are 
offered outdoors in warm weather and 
move indoors as the weather cools. 
Visit www.jazzbeyondborders.com to 
sign up for the mailing list.

Jazz Beyond Borders 
Presents “Blue Tapestry”

Award-winning Quebecoise vocalist 
Lynn Veronneau will perform at 
Cafe Mezzanotte on October 16.
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try, shared more about the setting with 
regards to writing.

“The setting came about when thinking 
about the concept of water and that it 
represented freedom to the protagonist,” 
Leigh said. “It turned out perfect for the 
needs of the script and photographed 
beautifully.”

Leigh also explained how the writing 
process at FILMSTERS Academy is an ex-
ercise in learning to write collaboratively.

“The students have to adapt to feedback 
from each other and their instructors 
just as a writer working professionally 
would,” Leigh said. “A normal script could 
take years to write; ours gets two days. So 
the students can’t be too precious about 
their work.”

All students work with trained actors 
during production, and the advanced 
group has the unique opportunity to cast 
local actors, travel off campus for set loca-

tions and work with industry profession-
als from Los Angeles, New York and the 
Maryland/Washington, D.C. area during 
all stages of filmmaking.

Starring in the film is newcomer Sophia 
Greene, who plays Jane, and Eli Stiewing, 
a film camp acting team veteran, who 
plays Chase, Jane’s old middle school 
crush. The duo struggles through teen 
anxiety between an overbearing family 
and the possibility of new love.

FILMSTERS Academy co-founders 
Patti White and Lee Anderson — who are 
also co-founders of the Annapolis Film 
Festival (AFF), emphasized how students 
are different in a post-pandemic year of 
camp. This was the first time back in per-
son since 2019, and it truly was a healing 
year with such a cathartic experience like 
filmmaking.

“They are carrying so many emotional 
scars from loneliness, isolation and anxi-
ety,” White shared. “You could see it come 

out in their storytelling. They chose a 
story that took that on. Things represent 
the times, and this was a year that really 
represented the times.”

Celebrating its 20th anniversary, FILM-
STERS Academy has given students of all 
levels the chance to work with profession-
al equipment and get a real sense of an 
on-set experience, and the full process of 
making a film — from pitching an idea, to 
shooting, editing and post-production.

“The films improve year after year,” 
Anderson said. “These kids are getting 
equipment that people aren’t even getting 
at [University of Southern California] 
film school. They’re getting top-level film 
equipment that real films are made with.”

Leigh added, “FILMSTERS is a truly 
one-of-kind experience. The students are 
so lucky to be a part of … they can come 
out of this program with so much hands-
on experience and creative expertise that 
is invaluable, no matter what career path 

they pursue.”
This year’s guest instructor roster also 

included industry names such as director 
Marlee Rodrigues (“Little Miss Perfect”), 
along with guest director of photography 
Bobby Lam (“Jamesy Boy,” “A Crooked 
Somebody”), Gaffer Antonio Marasco of 
Local 728 in Los Angeles, soundman Zach 
Trees, composer Logan Nyman, and a 
senior editor for FILMSTERS Academy, 
Kenny Unangst.

Musicians Donovan Malone, Abbey 
Clarey and Kai Droettboom were inspired 
to write and sing an original song for the 
“What I Love About Jane” and sang it 
themselves for the end of the film.

“What I Love About Jane” has been 
submitted to several upcoming film 
festivals with the hopes of screening 
in the spring festival season. To view 
the short film, which is shorter than 14 
minutes, email filmsters@filmsters.com for 
Vimeo access.

»» Continued from page 45

Cape Arthur Beach Plays Backdrop For FILMSTERS Academy Film
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with soft vegetables, and fried in a 
deliciously tender shell. Served with a 
sweet chili sauce, the one-two punch 
of sweet and spicy seemed to set the 
tone for the evening (which, spoiler 
alert, contained a lot of sweets and 
spices). The edamame was steamed 
to a perfect consistency, then topped 
with chunks of sea salt to bring out 
the natural flavor of the beans. It 
was a healthy beginning to an in-
dulgent meal.

I ordered the Sarah’s roll and the dy-
namite roll from the sushi menu, and 
the shrimp fried rice from the kitchen 
entrees. My husband ordered Thai cur-
ry with vegetables but substituted the 
rice with extra veggies. We ordered my 
kids some Philadelphia rolls.

My husband and I both were 
thrilled by the Thai curry with vegeta-
bles. It was one of the most flavorful 
dishes I’ve had in recent memory 
— perfectly balanced, with the spicy 
curry tempered by the creamy, lightly 
sweetened sauce. The presentation 
was terrific (true across the board 
for this restaurant) and immediate-
ly made my mouth water. A hearty 
array of vegetables including broccoli, 
green beans, red onions, carrots, peas, 
bamboo shoots, spinach, and jalape-
nos rose above the curry broth. The 
chicken was sliced thin and cooked 
well. We savored every bite and were 

tempted to lick the plate. Again, this 
dish is normally served with white 
rice, but since my husband follows a 
low-carb diet, he went for the extra 
veggies. I would think it would be 
even more phenomenal with white 
rice (like just about everything else on 
the planet).

On to the sushi — if you’re a fan of 
new flavor combinations, you’ll find 
no shortage at Oishi. I followed the 
server’s recommendation and was 
happy — and surprised — at some 
of the flavors I sampled. The Sarah’s 
roll contains spicy tuna and creamy 
avocado wrapped in soft rice and 
seaweed, topped with raw salmon, a 
sweet Hawaiian barbecue sauce, and 
chunks of fresh garlic. It was fresh 
and filling, and at the end of the roll, 
I still couldn’t decide on the flavors. 
The garlic and the Hawaiian barbe-
cue sauce was interesting; I certainly 
liked it! Sweet and spicy is always a 
favorite combination of mine, but 
I’ve never associated garlic with sushi 
before, so I was a bit thrown. I’m not 
sure it would be my go-to sushi roll. 
My husband said it was awesome and 
made him want to travel the world, 
but maybe he’s more adventurous 
than I am.

The dynamite roll was overflowing 
with flavor as well, and although 
it was another unexpected combo, 
I thoroughly enjoyed it. I’ve had 

dynamite rolls at other sushi restau-
rants, and they were different from 
this one — so, fair warning, it is not 
deep-fried, but it is served hot. Flaky 
salmon and cooked tuna are wrapped 
in more fluffy rice (have I mentioned 
I love rice?) and seaweed, topped with 
a spicy sauce, then put under the 
broiler. Unlike the other spicy sauces, 
this was more like a paste laid thickly 
on top. I have no idea what the spicy 
sauce was, but the server told me it 
was mayonnaise-based. The taste of 
the cooked fish with the spicy sauce 
was a delightful change of pace.

The Philadelphia roll was everything 
it should have been — the deep taste 
of smoked salmon and the indulgent 
cream cheese wrapped up in rice and 
everything bagel seasoning stood 
up to any Philly roll I’ve had at other 
restaurants.

The shrimp fried rice was delicious 
— warm rice with tons of savory 
flavor, speckled with brightly colored 
mixed vegetables and topped with 
large, succulent shrimp. Unparalleled 
comfort food, in my opinion. The 
vegetables made their presence known 
but did not overwhelm the flavor 
of the rice.

We finished the meal with a brown-
ie. This brownie was probably the 
densest brownie I’ve ever eaten — it 
wasn’t soft, but when I pushed my 
spoon into it, the inside was unbeliev-

ably fudgy! I would definitely order 
this again. It was served cold and 
drizzled with chocolate syrup and a 
side of whipped cream. My husband 
took one bite and decided that — after 
all his efforts — he was kicking his 
low-carb plan to the curb for the rest 
of the evening. We shared the brownie 
and felt like we were about to explode 
with all the delicious food, so we 
called it quits.

For one Japanese soda, the spring 
roll appetizer, edamame, the Sarah 
roll, the dynamite roll, the Philadel-
phia roll, the fried rice, the Thai chili 
with vegetables, the brownie, and 
three rice rolls for my child, who is 
a picky eater, the bill was $117. This 
sounds hefty, but it was for four of us, 
and we took quite a bit of food home.

I can whole-heartedly recommend 
Oishi for a flavorful and fun evening 
of Asian cuisine. Whatever you’re 
craving, Oishi has you covered.

Oishi Japanese Cuisine Offers Indulgence And Variety

Where To Find
Oishi Japanese 

Cuisine
1450 Ritchie Highway, Suite 107

Arnold
443-214-5762

By Judy Tacyn

A nne Arundel County’s best kept 
concert series secret just might be the 
Anne Arundel Community Concert 

Association (AACCA), which has quietly 
been presenting internationally acclaimed 
artists to the community since 1952.

AACCA is an all-volunteer nonprofit 
organization committed to enriching the 
cultural life of Severna Park and surround-
ing communities through live performances. 
Concerts are held at Severna Park and South-
ern high schools in conjunction with the 
South County Concert Association (SCCA). 
After serving the county for more than 70 
years, specifically Severna Park, the associ-
ation is struggling to regain its footing in a 
post-COVID world and introduce new mem-
bers to its world-class lineup of performers.

Association president Gale Gillespie is 
excited for the 2022-2023 season.

“We have an awesome lineup this year!” 
Gillespie said. “Our professional performers 
cover all genres of music, and the Severna 
Park High School auditorium is excellent for 
live events with its state-of-the-art lighting 
and sound systems.”

Seating is comfortable and there is always 
ample parking.

Concert tickets are $25 each, however, a 
$70 annual subscription will allow guests 
to attend every concert for free, includ-
ing those held at Southern High School 
in Harwood.

“Where else can you get to see 10 different 
concerts for just $7 each?” questioned Patti 
Durst, AACCA board member, referring to 
the number of concerts available to an annual subscriber when considering 
both venues. “With an annual subscription, members will get an incredible 
value and exposure to a really wide range of events that every member of the 
family will enjoy.”

The association is looking for fresh voices and opinions on their board to 

help set even more dynamic programming in 
the future.

“We have this amazing association right 
here in our backyard and we need help 
letting people know it’s here, interesting 
and fun!” Durst said. “We need to broaden 
our appeal and awareness and add board 
members and volunteers or the future of the 
AACCA could be in jeopardy.”

After a two-year slowdown due to COVID, 
the board is looking to add new members 
and volunteers to help revitalize the rela-
tively unknown community gem. Whether 
you’re ready to take on a board position or 
you simply want to hang posters, pass out 
programs or usher people to their seats, the 
AACCA has plenty of possibilities for resi-
dents to get involved. If you’re social media 
savvy, an experienced marketer, a computer 
pro or prefer an active behind-the-scenes 
role, Gillespie said the board is ready to 
welcome you.

Get to know the AACCA at its next concert 
on Monday, October 24, at 7:30pm, when The 
Everly Set will perform at Severna Park High 
School. The Everly Set will take the audience 
on a journey back in time to the 1950s when 
Phil and Don Everly dominated the radio. 
Other entertainers scheduled this concert 
season include Sultans of String, The Eric 

Byrd Trio, Brother Ray Band, Vinyl Radio, and Yakushev & Mesa.
For more information on AACCA and SCCA, ticket or concert information, 

or to inquire how you can get involved as a volunteer or association leader, 
visit www.aaccaconcerts.com or call Gale Gillespie at 410-647-4881 or Roberta 
Mason at 410-647-6830.

AACCA Rocks The Stage With New Concert Season
The Everly Set will perform at Severna 
Park High School on October 24, 
taking the audience on a journey to the 
1950s when Phil and Don Everly 
dominated the radio.

»» Continued from page 45
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Brunch • 10 -3

Warfield & Darrah, P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Paula J. Darrah

Severna Park II, 838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 2, Severna Park, Maryland 21146
(410) 544-1020        www.darrahfamilylaw.com

2021

All Family Law Matters
Divorce ~ Property Division ~ Custody

Alimony ~ Child Support ~ Wills
Estates ~ Protective Order Proceedings

Litigation Appeals ~ Contracts 2022
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Best Lawyer
2020, 2021, 2022

Offering Free ½ Hour consultation.  Remote Conferencing.
Schedule Yours Today!
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I love this 
time of 
year. Fall 

means football, 
pumpkins, and 
Christmas is 
around the 
corner. Unfor-
tunately, fall 
can also mean 
those incessant 
commercials 
reminding us 

that elections are within reach. This 
year is a midterm election, and it 
seems unfair to me that with all the 
things happening in the world, we 
must also decide our leadership now 
too! Let’s look at how this may impact 
the stock market.

Historically, the stock market per-
forms better in the six months after an 
election than the six months before. 
This is usually because the public ex-
pects more government spending with 
a new Congress. However, with all the 
uncertainty in the world nowadays, it 
can be hard to predict the stock mar-
ket outcome after midterms. The war 
in Ukraine and the 40-year-high infla-

tion rate seem to exacerbate the issue.
According to Politico, the Republi-

cans are expected to win the majority 
in the House of Representatives. In 
order to win the majority, they need 
to win five seats in the House and one 
in the Senate. This doesn’t necessarily 
mean that the market will improve. 
Economist Joe Brusuelas explained 
that, “Historically, investors prefer 
shared power across the federal gov-
ernment.” An example of this would be 
in 2010 when President Barack Obama 
was in office, Congress was split with 
a Republican House and a Demo-
cratic Senate. Between November 
2010 to 2014, the S&P surged nearly 
70 percent.

All this uncertainty does the market 
no good, as we’ve seen during the 
pandemic. There is room for some 
good news on the horizon. We can 
hope for those historic good returns 
in the fourth quarter of 2022 and first 
quarter of 2023 following the mid-
terms, as I briefly mentioned earlier. 
The fourth and first quarter returns 
following a midterm election rise 
6.1 percent and 7.5 percent, respec-

Jason LaBarge
LaBarge 
Financial

What Midterm Elections 
Mean For The Market P lease give 

a warm 
welcome 

to our new-
est members 
(find them in our 
directory at www.
gspacc.com):
   Advance 
Auto Parts –
(bronze member) 
This new fran-
chise will open its 

doors on November 17 on the upper level of 
the Clement Hardware building in Severna 
Park. The company retails various brand 
name, original equipment manufacturer 
(OEM) and private label automotive re-
placement parts, accessories, batteries, and 
maintenance items for domestic and im-
ported cars, vans, sport utility vehicles, and 
light and heavy-duty trucks. Advance Auto 
Parts serves both the professional installer 
and the do-it-yourself (DIY) customers. 
We will hold a ribbon-cutting celebra-
tion on November 18 at noon and all are 
invited to attend and meet the owner.

Zen Leaf Oceanside – This compa-
ny’s mission is to guide you along the path 
toward elevated wellness through can-
nabis products, education, and expertly 
trained cannabis advisors at each dis-
pensary. Zen Leaf has operated licensed 

dispensaries across the country since 2016.
NewAge Ariix – The team works with 

a global network of hundreds of brand 
partners to bring health, wellness, and life 
solutions for better living. One well-known 
brand that they market is the Noni product.

Play & Thrive Speech Therapy – 
Providing bilingual speech therapy in-per-
son and online, Play & Thrive provides 
individual therapy sessions, language 
assessments, articulation/speech sound 
assessments, and parent coaching.

Resolute Properties LLC – Resolute 
Properties is a locally owned, family oper-
ated company that purchases and restores 
residential properties throughout Anne 
Arundel County. No repairs, no cleaning, 
no fees and no waiting. Resolute Prop-
erties buys houses “as is” and takes the 
stress out of selling your home by manag-
ing every aspect of the selling process.

BD Provisions, Severna Park is a 
new franchise concept offering a carefully 
curated collection of bulk foods sold by 
the pound in sustainable containers. The 
business has a tremendous selection of 
items in bulk — ranging from your basic 
pantry staples to that crazy new superfood 
everyone has been talking about, with new 
items coming in all the time! BD Provisions 
also roasts coffee in the front of the store 
for the ultimate in freshness, so you can 

Liz League
CEO

GSPACC
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By Lauren Meyer

I t seems like “inflation” and “recession” 
are on the tip of everyone’s tongues 
these days. What better way to cut costs 

or tighten your belt than to shop consign-
ment? Look no further than local retail 
store Savvy Consignment, which is celebrat-
ing 13 years in business.

“I feel every year a small business suc-
ceeds is a milestone,” said Savvy Consign-
ment owner Stacey Cassidy. “I am very 
grateful for the continued support from the 
community.”

Savvy Consignment carries a wide range 
of name-brand clothing, furniture, home 
decor, jewelry, handbags and shoes. Items 
are new or gently used and touch upon 
needs for kids, adults and even maternity.

Originally, the boutique-style consign-
ment shop was located in a different store-
front in the Severna Park Village shopping 
center when it opened in 2009. Three years later, Savvy 
Home joined with its own location in the shopping 
center and focused on home items. In September 2014, 
Cassidy decided to combine the stores into a single loca-
tion, right next to Garry’s Grill off B&A Boulevard.

“When I first opened, the store was only 1,500 square 
feet; I couldn’t even imagine how I would regulate items 
coming in at the rate it does now,” Cassidy said. “I am 
glad we merged the stores together, Savvy Home and 
Savvy Consignment, and so we are all together.”

Back-to-school time, specifically the fall season, is 
the busiest time for Savvy Consignment, which carries 
high-end brands including Lululemon, J.Crew, Free 

People, Lilly Pulitzer and Vineyard Vines.
“We get things every day, so it’s always 

changing, which keeps things fresh and 
fun,” Cassidy said. “We restage the store 
once a week, so it’s always looking different. 
Once all the fall stuff comes in, the good 
stuff goes fast.”

Cost savings on your own purchases 
isn’t the only benefit of frequenting Savvy 
Consignment. The opportunity to consign 
is another way to purge unwanted items 
from the home and make money while 
doing so. Currently Savvy is accepting fall 
items Monday through Friday without an 
appointment, as long as visitors arrive at 

least 30 minutes before closing time.
To consign, there’s a one-time $10 consignor fee and 

then consignors get 45% of what each item sells for. 
Visit www.savvyconsignment.com to learn more and 
review the consignors agreement to get started.

Whether you’re shopping or consigning, one thing is 
for sure: customer service is a top priority for Cassidy 
and her 20 employees.

“I want to say hi to everyone that walks in the door,” 
Cassidy said. “We may just yell from the counter, 
but we say it. We try our best to give the best ser-
vice we can. Sometimes it’s difficult, but most days, 
things go well.”

Shop Smarter With Savvy Consignment
Business Spotlight

Stacey Cassidy was proud that 
readers chose Savvy Consignment as 
the Best Consignment Shop in the 
2022 Best of Severna Park contest.
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572 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD 21146

Office - 410-793-5210
www.cassillyfinancial.com

Compassion   •   Integrity
Competence   •   Professionalism

Fred Cassilly CFP®

• Certified Financial Planner
• Comprehensive Planning
• Investment Management

• Employee Benefits
• Retirement Planning
• Estate Planning

Call today for an appointment! 
8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 302 · Millersville, MD 21108

Email: info@diggslaw.com
O: 410-244-1189 F: 443-543-6360 

Website: www.diggslaw.com

Meet with our attorneys by phone, Zoom or in-person.

Your lawyer and neighbor for all your family law, accident, 
personal injury and estate planning needs.
DiggsLaw gives you personal connection and professional 
expertise you can count on.

G arten, the new-
est concept from 
husband-and-wife 

team Jeremy and Michelle 
Hoffman, opened October 5, 
just in time for Oktoberfest. 
Known for their award-win-
ning Annapolis restaurant 
Preserve, with its focus on 
local ingredients and creative 
ferments, they’re bringing 
the same joy and innovation 
to Garten, an all-new beer-
and-wine-garden concept in 
Severna Park.

Garten, influenced heavily 
by chef Jeremy Hoffman’s 
German heritage, is the culmination of a 
lifelong dream to offer his modern take 
on the old-world cuisines of Germany 
and Northern France in a relaxed outdoor 
beer garden setting — think cheese 
and charcuterie, schnitzel with shaved 
garden vegetables, and giant pretzels with 
homemade mustard, alongside a rotating 
selection of craft beer and natural wines 
to be cultivated by general manager Chris 
Walker. Delaney Pendry from Preserve 
has joined the team as lead bartender, 
crafting delicious garden-inspired cock-
tails at the helm of the bar. Garten’s chef 
de cuisine and sous chef will also be Pre-
serve alumni — chef Greg Anderson and 
sous chef Justin Klein’s immense talents 
will keep the kitchen cranking.

“We’re envisioning Garten as a com-
munity gathering place where you can re-
lax with friends and family while enjoy-
ing cuisine that truly excites us — look 

out for our modern takes 
on some of those beer 
garden classics everyone 
knows and loves,” said chef 
Jeremy Hoffman. Some of 
Garten’s partners include 
Binkert’s Meat Products in 
Baltimore, Hyattsville’s Lyon Bakery and 
Annapolis’s Chesapeake Smokehouse, 
with Garten’s house beer provided by 
Pherm Brewing in Gambrills, with some 
hyper-local sourcing coming from an 
onsite garden coming summer 2023 and 
a beekeeping operation for local honey 
helmed by co-owner Michelle Hoffman.

“The learning curve with the bees is 
interesting to say the least — I only got 
seven stings my very first day out, but 
you learn to trust yourself more and 
control the energy you put out — I’m 
lucky to have been taken in by a couple 
local mentors (shout out to my buddies 

Keith and Andy),” 
Michelle said.

Garten’s onsite 
honey will go into 
cocktails, ferments 
and other items. 
“I want our green 
space to be lovely 

but functional. One day you may see me 
minding the bees, and the next [day], 
chef or Delaney picking something fresh 
for the kitchen or bar,” Michelle said.

Now that Garten is up and running, 
general manager Chris Walker plans 
to offer wine subscriptions and do-it-
yourself (DIY) wine centric gift boxes, 
expanding a list of the natural and 
organic wines that he’s made a huge hit 
at Preserve.

“Natural, organic, biodynamic wines 
are my passion right now,” Walker said. 
“I’m excited to offer the Garten crowd 
some real hidden gems in addition to 

some reliably popular thirst-
quenchers. Expect funky and 
intriguing offerings not just 
from places like Germany 
and France, but from all over 
the world, even our own 
backyard here in the DMV.”

Jeremy Hoffman said, “At 
the end of the day, Garten a 
is casual gathering place for 
friends and family to relax. 
We’re looking forward to 
being a community hub with 
live music, private events, 
and lots more down the line. 
We’re not super fancy or 

guided by the latest trends so much as 
by this beautiful space that sort of fell 
into our lap after many years of patient-
ly waiting for the perfect location for 
this concept.

“It’s our own modern twist on a beer 
garden, so while the German and North-
ern French influence are there in the 
food and drink, we’ll also be pulling in 
ideas from our own backyard and taking 
inspiration from the nature around us, 
with room for some off-the-beaten-path 
picks as well,” he added. “We’re focusing 
on flavor and quality over fitting into 
the correct restaurant category. Cheers, 
proste, sláinte — however you toast, all 
are welcome at Garten!”

Garten is a casual American restau-
rant and beer/wine garden focusing on 
seasonality and small plates heavily 
influenced by chef Jeremy Hoffman’s 
German heritage.

From The Team Behind Preserve, Garten Is Now Open
(L-R) Husband-and-wife team 
Michelle and Jeremy Hoffman 
are the visionaries behind 
Garten, Greg Anderson will 
serve as chef de cuisine, and 
General Manager Chris 
Walker plans to offer wine 
subscriptions and DIY wine-
centric gift boxes.
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Around the House

50 East Remodeling	 410-500-2266

www.50eastremodeling.com

Albrecht Properties
& Home Improvements	 410-360-7703 

1215 Oak Harbour Court
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.albrechthomeimprovements.com

Bear Landscaping Inc.	 410-969-0669

8116 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.bearlandscaping.com

Cornett Heating
& Cooling	 410-647-6979

104 Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.cornetthvac.com

Cunningham Contracting	 410-721-8757

1541 Defense Highway, Gambrills, MD 21054
www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

Dove Remodeling	 410-439-5700

8611 Fort Smallwood Road # C, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.doveremodelingservices.com

Fence & Deck Connection	 410-757-5511

8057 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.fenceanddeckconnection.com

Gary’s Gardens	 410-544-8787

651 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

Himmel’s Lawn &
Landscape Services	 410-255-7730

4374 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.himmelsgardencenter.com

Homestead Gardens
Landscape Division	 410-867-6336

743 W. Central Avenue, Davidsonville, MD 21035
www.landscape.homesteadgardens.com

Johnson Lumber Company	 410-987-5200

8200 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.johnsonlumber.biz

Landmark Roofing	 443-223-7453

540 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 3
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.remodelwithlandmark.com

MaidHealthy	 410-897-0040

2567 Housley Road, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.maidhealthy.biz

Molly Maid of Central
Anne Arundel County	 410-349-8080

1517 Ritchie Highway, Suite 102, Arnold, MD 21012
www.mollymaid.com

Severna Park Kitchen
& Bath	 443-784-1325

580 Suite C Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spkitchenandbath.com

Three Rivers Builders, LLC	 410-936-5946

156 Ritchie Highway, Severna, MD 21146
www.threeriversbuilders.com 

TruSeal Asphalt
Maintenance LLC	 443-223-9491

www.truseal-asphalt.com

Turf & Landscape Management	 410-881-6256

8245 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.turfandlandscapemanagement.com

W.R. Flater General
Contractor	 410-544-9117

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.wrflater.com

Food, Drink & Entertainment

Cafe Mezzanotte	 410-647-1100

760 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.cafemezzanotte.com

Chick-Fil-A - Severna Park	 410-647-6232

511 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spcfa.com

Corwell & Son Liquors	 410-647-9336

170 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.facebook/corwellsonliquors

Donut Shack	 410-544-0278

497 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

Fishpaws Marketplace	 410-647-7363

954 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012
www.fishpawsmarket.com

Garry’s Grill	 410-544-0499

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.garrysgrill.com

Goska’s Liquors	 410-647-4041

501 Leelyn Drive, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.goskas.com

Harbour Spirits	 410-544-6377

527 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.harbourspirits.com

Ledo Pizza – Millersville 	 410-729-3333

8531 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.ledopizza.com/store/millersville

Ledo Pizza – Severna Park	 410-544-3344 

552-E Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.ledopizza.com/store/severna-park
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Quality  workmanship at affordable prices for over 30 years
 EXTERIOR

Siding | Roofing | Windows 
Doors | Concrete | Repair

Additions | Porches and More! 

WJ Hegarty
“SKIP”

INTERIOR
Kitchens | Baths

Drywall | Painting | Plaster
Repair and More!

NO JOB TOO SMALL

ASK ABOUT OUR 
WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE

LICENSED – INSURED 410-721-0633
From our  family to your family for over 30 years

MHIC 
#9961

H O M e  I M P r OV e M e N t S

FREE
Estimates

• Water Heaters
• Disposals
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets

(410) 647-3030
www.dwyerplumbinginc.com

8377-B Jumpers Hole Road, Millersville, MD 21108

Residential • Commercial
Sales-Service-Installation-Repairs

• Water Main Repairs
• Leaky Faucets & Pipes
• Clogged Drains & Sewer
• Low Water Pressure

Russell R. DwyeR, Inc.
Dwyer Plumbing & Heating

Licensed
& Insured
Backflow
Certified

MD lic 63813

• Backflow Services
• Sinks & Showers
• Frozen Lines
• Big or Small Jobs

Quality since 1957

Covering all Angles

Basement Finishing
Custom CaBinetry

Doors & trim
KitChens & Bathrooms

www.vertexcarpentry.com 
443.926.6657

watch your beans being roasted and take 
them home still warm.

September was a great month for rib-
bon-cutting celebrations. Our first was the 
open house and ribbon-cutting celebrat-
ing Jing Ying Institute of Kung Fu & 
Tai Chi’s 22 years of successful business. 
Owners Billy and Nancy Greer welcomed 
close to 100 people who attended, and they 
talked about their story and how they give 
back to the community through fundrais-
ing. Also in attendance were 10 nonprofits 
distributing literature and raising aware-
ness at the event.

Another ribbon-cutting/open house 
celebrated the three-year anniversary of 
the Life of Joy Foundation. Joy Cor-
tina started the foundation for personal 
reasons, and with the help of dedicated 
volunteers and businesses, has grown to 
nurture mental wellness and prevent sui-
cide by serving as a link to integrative care 

of mind, body and spirit, and as advocates 
with their collaborative network of resourc-
es, community engagement and cost assis-
tance programs. The celebration was held at 
the Severna Park Community Center.

The last ribbon-cutting/open house was 
held at Nature Junction, formerly the 
Wild Bird Center in Severna Park. Owner 
Kim Stagi grew up with a love of birds 
and nature and has created a business 
that provides high-quality products and 
information on birding and wildlife, while 
promoting the conservation of nature in 
every community and backyard.

We participated in a multi-chamber end-
of-summer bash at the beautiful Walden 
Country Club in Crofton. All of the cham-
bers in Anne Arundel County participated, 
and funds were raised through a cornhole 
tournament for the Life of Joy Foundation.

Our Successful Women in Business 
group held a luncheon at the new Taichi 
Bubble Tea spot in Severna Park. The 
restaurant is beautiful and features a life-
size cherry blossom tree that the owner 
created by hand. Owner Amy Chen told 

us how she immigrated from China to 
the U.S. and through hard work opened 
her first business in Annapolis with her 
husband. They plan to expand to Crofton 
later in the year.

Our monthly wellness committee meet-
ing featured Carrie Baquie,’ a chronic 
illness coach. Carrie shared the best 
practices on how to get the most out of 
your medical visits.

Due to popular demand, we hosted one 
last cookout at the chamber. The TGIF 
“Endless Summer” Cookout was sponsored 
by Robin Torrence of ATG Title, and as 
always, it was well-attended.

Finally, it would not be a September 
without our annual Driving Force for 
Business golf tournament. This sold-out 
event was held at the gorgeous Chartwell 
Golf and Country Club, and the presenting 
sponsor was Live! Casino and Hotel. 
Eagle sponsors were Chick-fil-A Severna 
Park, Alexander Animal Hospital, Mo-
ran Insurance, Rosso Commercial Real 
Estate, Fellner Legal Services, Steak 
‘n Shake Millersville and SERVPRO 

Annapolis/Severna Park. Hospitality 
tent sponsors were Sandy Spring Bank, 
the Matt Wyble Team of Century 21 
New Millennium, and Passanante’s 
Home Food Services. The hot dogs were 
sponsored by Garry’s Grill. The publica-
tion sponsor was What’s Up? Media. The 
beverage carts were sponsored by Abode 
Title and Escrow and Cassilly Financial 
Services. Brightview Severna Park and 
the Bank of Glen Burnie sponsored snacks. 
The photographer was sponsored by Bar-
ranco Funeral and Cremation Services. 
Ravens Hole was sponsored by M&T Bank 
and the hole-in-one by Wilkins Buick. 
Landmark Roofing sponsored the pro shot, 
with donations going to the Wellness 
House in Annapolis. The Severna Park 
Community Center and Severna Park 
Lanes were the tee sponsors.

Please check out our website calendar 
(www.gspacc.com) for upcoming events 
and our Facebook page. You can reach me at 
ceo@gspacc.com or 410-647-3900. Thank 
you for buying local and shopping small!

Chamber Update
»» Continued from page 58
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Park Tavern	 410-793-5930

580 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.parktavernsp.com

Port Tack Ltd. Wine & Spirits	 410-974-0800

1246 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.porttackltd.com

Severna Park Lanes	 410-647-0811

840 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gobowlingsevernapark.com

Severna Park Taphouse	 410-793-5759

58 W. Earleigh Heights Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparktaphouse.com

Health, Beauty & Fitness 

Baker Sisters Family
Dental Care	 410-768-7740

8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205,
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.bakersisters.com

Barenburg Eye Associates	 410-437-4440

8556 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.barenburgeye.com

Brightview Senior Living
Severna Park	 410-220-6858

469 Jumpers Hole Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.brightviewseniorliving.com

Chesapeake Hearing
Center	 410-881-0426

580 Ritchie Highway, Suite I, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.helpyourhearing.com

Hearing Solutions
Audiology Center	 410-672-1244

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.hearsolutions.com

Heartlands Assisted Living
at Severna Park	 410-729-1600

715 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.heartlandsassistedliving.com

Hospice of the Chesapeake	 410-987-2003

90 Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.hospicechesapeake.org

Luminis Health - Anne
Arundel Medical Center	 443-481-1000

2001 Medical Parkway, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.aahs.org

Mike’s Pharmacy	 410-255-1800

8541 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.mymikespharmacy.com

Mike’s Pharmacy	 410-255-0099

3820 Mountain Road, Suite G, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.mymikespharmacy.com

MyEyeDr.	 410-401-8309

559 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.myeyedr.com

Spring Arbor of Severna Park	 410-544-7774

838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 3, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.springarborliving.com

UM Baltimore Washington
Medical Center	 410-787-4000

301 Hospital Drive, Glen Burnie, MD 21601
www.umms.org/bwmc

Wright Orthodontics	 410-544-0072

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com

Retail 
Himmel’s Landscape
& Garden Center	 410-255-7730

4374 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.himmelsgardencenter.com

Homestead Gardens	 410-384-7966

522 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.homesteadgardens.com

Nature Junction	 410-544-2628

568-G Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.www.facebook.com/naturejunction568/

Park Home	 410-544-1127

568-E Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.parkhomestyle.com

Park Plaza Merchant’s Association

550-582 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

Savvy Consignment	 410-647-1636

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.savvyconsignment.com

Side Street Framers	 410-544-9050

558 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.sidestreetframers.com

Services

Arundel Federal	 410-544-9600

50 W. McKinsey Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.arundelfederal.com

The Bank of Glen Burnie	 410-544-0270

534 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.bofgb.com

Brad Kappel of TTR Sotheby’s
International Realty	 410-280-5600

209 Main Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.bradkappel.com

The David Orso Team of
Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices PenFed Realty	 443-372-7171

8 Evergreen Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.davidorso.com

Diggs Law	 410-244-1189

8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 302, Millersville, MD 21108
www.diggslaw.com

Fellner Legal Services	 443-906-0117

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.flslawyer.com

First Home Mortgage	 410-544-5656

231 Najoles Road, Suite 235, Millersville, MD 21108
www.firsthome.com

Frame & Frame
Attorneys at Law	 410-255-0373

8562 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frameandframelaw.com

Frank & Bill’s Auto Collision	 410-255-3368

3306 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frankandbills.com

Gardiner & Appel	 410-647-7777

570 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gardinerappelgroup.com

The Great American Car Wash	 410-544-9009

825 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.thegreatamericancarwash.com

Hello Home of Compass	 410-429-7425

1 Park Place #12, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.hellohomeofcompass.com

Melissa Blohm of Long
& Foster Real Estate	 410-991-5967

145 Main Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.homesbymelissablohm.com

Moran Insurance	 410-544-3422

696 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.moraninsurance.com

Primary Residential
Mortgage, Inc.	 410-777-8393

489 Ritchie Highway, Suite 202, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.primaryresidentialmortgage.com

Severna Park Automotive	 410-647-8322

499 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparkautomotive.com

Shore United Bank	 410-544-0800

598 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.shoreunitedbank.com

VCA Calvert Veterinary Center	 410-360-7297

4100 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.calvertvet.com
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Jim’s Body shop
410-647-1178

Family Owned & Operated for 45 Years

• All work guaranteed for as 
long as you own the vehicle

• FREE estimates

• We accept all insurance

247 Keedy’s Lane   |   Pasadena, MD
Owner - Jim Keedy   |   Fax 410-647-4231

Registered Representative offering securities and advisory services offered through 
Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC, a broker-dealer and a registered 
investment adviser. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.

7 Riggs Avenue, Severna Park, MD 21146
443-647-4321 | www.LaBargeFinancial.com

410-975-0090
www.RutzenEye.com
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tively, on average. Another thing 
to keep in mind is that no matter 
what the result is with the midterm 
elections, it shouldn’t have a huge 
impact on your investment portfolio 
or strategy. In fact, it’s economic 
fundamentals that really drive the 
market performance surrounding 
the midterm elections, rather than 
the results. The Federal Reserve’s 
tightening of monetary policy to 
attempt to control inflation will 
likely have a greater impact on the 
market compared to whoever wins 

the election.
To summarize, elections are 

extremely important. Most people 
focus on presidential elections, but 
midterms are vital — especially 
this year when both houses seem 
to be up for grabs. It is important 
to remember that the political 
landscape is only one of many con-
tributing factors that affect stock 
market performance. It isn’t as cut 
and dry as “if this party wins, then 
the stock market will improve.” It 
is also important to note that the 
midterm election will likely impact 

on the Federal Reserve’s decisions. 
The current interest rate environ-
ment and the resulting impact to 
inflation is as important, or perhaps 
more important, than the midterm 
elections. Nonetheless, it still is 
important to get out and vote!

7 Riggs Avenue, Severna Park, MD 21146
443-647-4321
www.labargefinancial.com

Registered representative offering secu-
rities and advisory services through Cetera 
Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/
SIPC, a broker-dealer and a registered in-

vestment advisor. Cetera is under separate 
ownership from any other named entity.

The views depicted in this material are 
for informational purposes only and are not 
necessarily those of Cetera Advisor Net-
works LLC. They should not be considered 
specific advice or recommendations for any 
individual.

Due to volatility within the markets 
mentioned, opinions are subject to change 
without notice. Information is based on 
sources believed to be reliable; however, 
their accuracy or completeness cannot be 
guaranteed. Past performance does not 
guarantee future results.
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Nature
Junction

Celebrates
New

Beginning

Ribbon Cutting

Nature Junction owner 
Kim Stagi completed the 
rebranding of her store, 
formerly called the Wild 
Bird Center, by hosting a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
with the Greater Severna 
Park and Arnold Chamber 
of Commerce. Located at 
568 Ritchie Highway, 
Suite G, in Severna Park, 
the store offers bird seed, 
garden decor and more.

O nce 
again, 
it’s the 

season for 
football games 
and back-to-
school activ-
ities. And if 
you work for a 
medium-size or 
large employer, 
it will soon be 
open enroll-

ment season — the time of year 
when you can review your employee 
benefits and make changes as need-
ed. What areas should you focus on?

Actually, it’s a good idea to pay 
close attention to all your benefits. 
Some of the offerings may have 
changed from last year — and you 
might have experienced changes in 
your own life, too, which might lead 
you to look for something different 
from your existing benefits package.

You may want to start with your 
health insurance. If you’re satisfied 
with your coverage, and it’s essen-

tially the same as it’s been, you 
may want to stick with what you 
have. However, many employers 
are increasingly offering high-de-
ductible health plans, which, as the 
name suggests, could entail more 
out-of-pocket costs for you. But 
high-deductible plans may also offer 
something of benefit: the ability 
to contribute to a health savings 
account (HSA).

Your HSA contributions are made 
with pre-tax dollars, so they can 
reduce your taxable income for 
the year. Also, your earnings grow 
tax-free, and your withdrawals are 
tax-free, provided the money is 
used for qualified medical expens-
es (withdrawals taken before age 
65 that aren’t used for qualified 
medical expenses are taxable and 
subject to a 20% penalty; once you 
reach 65, the penalty no longer ap-
plies, although withdrawals are still 
taxable as income if not used for a 
qualified expense).

Your next benefit to consider: 
life insurance. Your employer may 

offer a group life insurance plan, 
but you’ll want to evaluate whether 
it’s sufficient for your needs, espe-
cially if you’ve experienced changes 
in your personal situation over the 
past year, such as getting married or 
adding a new child. There’s no magic 
formula for how much life insurance 
you need — you’ll need to consider 
a variety of factors, such as your 
income, family size, mortgage and 
so on — but it may be necessary to 
supplement your employer’s cover-
age with a private policy.

Your employer may also offer dis-
ability insurance as a benefit. Some 
employers’ disability policies are 
limited, covering only short periods 
of time, so you may want to consider 
a private policy.

Beyond the various insurance pol-
icies your employer may offer, you’ll 
also want to closely look at your 
401(k) or similar retirement plan. 
Typically, you can make changes to 
your 401(k) throughout the year, 
but it’s important to make sure your 
investment selections and contribu-

tion amounts are still aligned with 
your risk tolerance and goals. Also, 
are you contributing enough to earn 
your employer’s match if one is of-
fered? And if you’ve already received 
the match, can you still afford to 
put in more to your plan if such a 
move makes sense for you?

Your employee benefits pack-
age can be a valuable part of your 
overall financial strategy. So, as 
open enrollment season proceeds, 
take a close look at what you already 
have, what’s being offered, and what 
changes you need to make. It will be 
time well spent.

Brian Conrad is a certificated financial 
planner and financial advisor with Edward 
Jones. His office is located at 479 Jumpers 
Hole Road, Suite 202, in Severna Park. To 
learn more, call 410-544-8970, email brian.
conrad@edwardjones.com or visit www.
edwardjones.com/brian-conrad.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
financial advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC
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Jessica Haire  for  County Executive

My name is Jessica Haire, and I am running to be your County Executive. I am a civil engineer, attorney, wife, mom, the current District 7 Councilwoman — and your neighbor in the county! I am also a volunteer Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) for children in foster care. I care deeply about our communities, families, small businesses, and the county’s natural features. 
I was elected to the Council in 2018 after speaking out about a bad development in Crofton that would have overburdened roads and schools. I have spent my four years on the Council advocating for common-sense legislation that lowers the cost of living, improves the quality of life for our families, creates opportunities for small businesses to thrive, and fosters safe communities. For example, I was the lead legislative sponsor to:

• Create a property tax credit for service-disabled veterans (Bill 105-20).• Eliminate the fee for public safety officers to apply for their tax credit (Bill 51-20).• Increase the county’s savings cap to protect against future tax increases and improve the county’s bond rating (Bill 25-21). • Remove unnecessary administrative hurdles for farmers selling produce directly to residents (Bill 74-21).• Incentivize revitalization of aging infrastructure (Bills 90-19, 95-19, 110-21).• Modernize the county code for small nursery businesses when the current Administration was trying to shut them down (Bill 57-22).

By contrast, the current county executive raised taxes by over $1,700 on the average family during his term and circumvented the voter-imposed property tax cap, yet our communities are short hundreds of schoolteachers and public safety officers. Where is the money?
 
Moreover, his policies are making us less safe and forcing us to spend more time stuck in traffic. Violent crimes are up1, gun crimes are up 45%2, and police recruitment is at an all-time low3. Meanwhile, he has approved new high-density housing units. Just this July, he pushed through a development to build more than 100 new high-density apartments in Odenton while giving millions in tax breaks to the project’s New York developer — who had just contributed thousands of dollars to his campaign4! 
 
We can do better. I am a proactive problem solver. Together, we will eliminate wasteful spending from the budget to lower taxes and return your money to you. We will reduce crime and prioritize public safety. We will protect our county’s natural features. We will work hard immediately at solving the school bus driver shortages so that every family has access to safe, reliable transportation to and from school. Most of all, every resident, family and county business will know that I work for you.  

 
My career in the private sector has been built on being proactive and 
accountable. I’ve brought these leadership traits to my four-years on 
the County Council, where I’ve passed more bipartisan legislation than 
any other Council member despite being in the Council’s 4-3 minority. 
I am proud to have this record of achievement in promoting common-
sense solutions to reduce the tax burden and streamline government 
for our residents and small businesses. I humbly ask for your vote on 
November 8, 2022 and look forward to seeing you on the campaign trail!

Jessica Haire
Candidate, Anne Arundel County Executive

Meet Jessica Haire — Proactive Problem Solver

1  Anne Arundel County 2021 Annual Report, 2021-annual-report.pdf (aacounty.org) (pgs. 29-30) 
2 Anne Arundel County Gun Violence Intervention Task Force Data, Anne Arundel County Dept. of Health: Gun Violence Intervention (civilspace.io)3 Police Chief Testimony before County Council, March 2022
4 Bill 66-22; Campaign Finance Report by Friends of Steuart Pittman, June 14, 2022

Authority: Friends of Jessica Haire, Kelly Rosenthal, Treasurer.

FRIENDS OF JESSICA HAIRE
www.JessicaHaire.com H ElectJessicaHaire@gmail.com           ElectJessicaHaire

P.O. Box 1782, Edgewater, MD  21037 H 443-607-2434 H

Scan below to 
join mailing listJessica
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We can do better. I am a proactive problem solver. Together, we will eliminate wasteful spending from the budget to lower taxes and return your money to you. We will reduce crime and prioritize public safety. We will protect our county’s natural features. We will work hard immediately at solving the school bus driver shortages so that every family has access to safe, reliable transportation to and from school. Most of all, every resident, family and county business will know that I work for you.  

My career in the private sector has been built on being proactive and 
accountable. I’ve brought these leadership traits to my four-years on 
the County Council, where I’ve passed more bipartisan legislation than 
any other Council member despite being in the Council’s 4-3 minority. 
I am proud to have this record of achievement in promoting common-
sense solutions to reduce the tax burden and streamline government 
for our residents and small businesses. I humbly ask for your vote on 
November 8, 2022 and look forward to seeing you on the campaign trail!
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Candidate, Anne Arundel County Executive
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