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Outdoor Living Trends

Elizabeth
Elliott
Himmel’s
Landscape
and Garden
Center

ur slogan at Himmel’s is

“get outside” — and we

live in a great place for
it. As the weather warms and
schedules become crammed
with sports activities, con-
certs, picnics and other
school and social events, it's
natural to long for some quiet
space to relax and unwind.
That space could be in your
own backyard.

Check out the latest outdoor
living trends for 2023 and
gather inspiration for creating
the tranquil backyard oasis of
your dreams.

Go Big with

Hardscaping

Outstanding outdoor kitch-
ens on statement stone patios
set the standard for modern
outdoor living. Tuck in a few
herb containers on the patio or
install an elevated stone kitch-
en garden for easy access to
fresh ingredients to throw on
the grill. Carefully designed sit-
ting areas bring the comfort of
indoor living to the outdoors,
whether it's a book and coffee
nook for two, an outdoor bar
for a few, or a bench and firepit
combo for your whole crew.
Fire and water elements add
a touch of zen-like tranquility
to your quiet space. Or, if you
like the idea of neighborhood
festivities in your backyard,
get creative and add a life-size
chess board, horseshoe pitch
or bocce ball court.

Formal Gardens with
Classically Inspired
Architectural Elements

Carefully manicured land-
scapes in cool shades of

green and white can bring a
sense of peace and elegance
to your surroundings, sep-
arating your space from the
hectic outside world. Crisp
hedges create privacy, while
a few well-placed topiaries or
carefully pruned trees add a
three-dimensional quality that
draws the eye. Stone paths
and thoughtfully selected stat-
uary add architectural interest.
Columns, pillars and urns in
marble tones are timeless
elements. The whole effect is
enhanced by a few touches
of whimsy — either with pops
of perennial color in shades of
purple and pink, a small water
feature or an ornate mirror or
sundial as a focal point. Even
the smallest spaces can bene-
fit from the classic elements of
a formal garden.

Native Plants to

Attract Pollinators

The native trend is no longer
a trend. It’s here to stay. Native
plants benefit the environment
by creating food and habitat
for beautiful birds, precious
pollinators and local wildlife.
The many varieties of native
trees, shrubs, grasses and
perennials create four-season
interest, featuring outstanding
flowers and fragrance, ever-
green interest, edible berries,
gorgeous fall color and more.
Even a small patio planter full
of flowering native perennials
can benefit bees and butter-
flies. Enhance your outdoor
space with a few native se-
lections and draw nature into
your oasis.

Make it Happen

Wherever your daydreams
take you, let the friendly experts
at Himmel’s Landscape and
Garden Center help you trans-
form your yard into a uniquely
beautiful habitat. Contact land-
scaping@himmelsgardencen-
ter.com or call 410-255-7730 to
schedule a free consultation,






March 2023

Roof Storm Damage and the Insurance
Process Made Easy by Landmark Roofing!

Artie

Rob Hendricks

Calhan

e are soon coming to the end of the winter season and

all of the freezing rain, ice, snow and wind that can

wreak havoc on your home’s roof. We know that the

spring season is just around the corner and how the
transition of seasons can bring heavy thunderstorms to the area
as well as harsh weather with winds, rain, hail and sometimes high
winds and even tornadoes. All of these types of weather can cause
potential damage to your roof.

What'’s the best thing that a homeowner can do to ensure your
largest investment is taken care of? It is highly recommended that
you start with a FREE roof inspection. A free inspection costs
you nothing and will bring you peace of mind. Sure, roofs have a
guarantee on material manufacturing defects etc. but harsh weather
conditions can cause damage that you cannot see. Even to a new
roof. Homeowners Insurance can assist with the costs of repairs or
replacement of storm damaged roofs. A free roof inspection done
by a licensed and insured roofing company starts the process. Make
sure you work with a qualified roofing company that totally under-
stands the insurance process and how it can save you money.

Landmark Roofing are experts in dealing with insurance compa-
nies and claims processing. In fact, Landmark Roofing employs for-
mer insurance adjusters who will come out and identify the roofing
problem to see if you are even eligible for an insurance claim. They
know you and the insurance companies are busy and your time is

kb It was very easy dealing with a company that
knows how to deal with the insurance company.
The people on staff were experienced. They
made sure it was getting done right.”

— JEFF GAuGEes, SEVERNA PARK RESIDENT

valuable, so they will inspect the roof and give an honest, profes-
sional opinion of your roofing needs before recommending filing a
claim. If filing an insurance claim is recommended, Landmark Roof-
ing will become an advocate for you and work with the insurance
adjusters. Landmark will meet the insurance adjuster at your prop-
erty to confirm the damage and will continue to work with the insur-
ance company until the repairs or full roof replacement are com-
pleted. Landmark will also work with the adjuster to agree on the
scope of work and pricing of the necessary repairs or replacement.
They also submit and follow up on all paperwork to ensure payment
is released on your behalf. Landmark Roofing has a great reputation
in working with area adjusters from all insurance companies to make
the necessary repairs to your home. Landmark Roofing are experts
in the process and work hard to make it easy and uncomplicated.
Lukas Esop, Landmark’s Insurance Sales Supervisor stated, “I know
that managing a large project like a roof replacement while also
dealing with the specific requirements of an insurance claim can be
overwhelming, so we have created a process that makes it easy for
the homeowner. We handle everything so the homeowner is incon-
venienced as little as possible while delivering an excellent product
and personal service, start to finish.”

Jeff Gauges, a Severna Park, MD resident who recently contract-
ed with Landmark Roofing for a damaged roof from storm damage
knows firsthand how Landmark Roofing helped him. “It was very
easy dealing with a company that knows how to deal with the insur-
ance company. The people on staff were experienced. They made
sure it was getting done right.”

Thank you to those who voted us best home

contractors over the years! 443-274-5778
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LANDMARK
ROOFING

Insurance aajuster marked
roof with hail damage

Rob Calhan, Landmark Roofing co-owner and president of sales
added, “You don’t need missing shingles to have storm damage and
most damage is not visible from the ground. We will inspect your roof
and provide an honest assessment of its condition.”

A resource that can be very helpful to you is the Storm Damage
page on the Landmark Roofing website that can be found at https:/
roofingbylandmark.com/storm-damage. There, you will find helpful
information and what you should do if you suspect storm damage to
your home and other critical information that will help you navigate
storm damage to your home.

Remember, it is OK to contact your insurance company with the
support and advocacy of Landmark Roofing. You do not hesitate to
contact your car insurance company if you are in an auto accident.
The same principal applies if you have storm damage to your roof and
home. You may find that the insurance company will pick up the entire
cost of the roof repairs or full roof replacement and you will only be re-
sponsible for your deductible. Your rates may not go up and if they do
it’s generally a minimal increase. You would want to do business with a
company that is staffed with vast knowledge and substantial under-
standing of insurance claims handling to be your advocate throughout

the entire insurance claim process from start to finish.

For more information on the Insurance
Process, contact Landmark Roofing at
443-274-5778 or visit their website at
www.roofingbylandmark.com.
Paid Advertisement

' eEor Severna Park Owned and Operated [ Licensed & Insured
s MHIC #133042 | Financing Is Available

www.roofingbylandmark.com
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Finding Your Home Ally

Phil Savard
Ace
Handyman
Services

inding someone you can
F trust to work on repairs

and projects in your home
can be frustrating. Every home-
owner needs an ally they can
trust for the care and upkeep
of their home. Ace Handyman
Services offers the following tips
to help you find yours.

Licensed, Bonded
and Insured
Choose a company that is

licensed, bonded and insured.
In Maryland, licenses are issued
by the Maryland Home Im-
provement Commission (MHIC).
All companies and individuals
providing home improvements
are required to have this license.

Continued on page 24
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The House Is Broken — How Do You Fix It?

Christopher
Boyd, AIA
boydarc
architects

hether it’s lacklus-

ter curb appeal, an

outdated kitchen, or
that odd space or feature that
nobody can quite figure out the
purpose of, the house needs
help. Where to start?

As with any worthwhile endeavor, your home improvement project
should begin with a clear and honest assessment of the problem. If
you're lucky and it’s just one item, you're a winner — skip ahead a
couple of paragraphs. If you're like most folks, though, you will have
identified multiple problems with your house. List each in one of two
categories: the needs that absolutely must be corrected, and the
wants that would be nice but aren’t essential.

Be clear and specific so you can better illustrate what you hope
to achieve, targeting specifics aimed at those issues. “New kitchen”
may reveal itself under scrutiny as “l wish my kitchen were more
open for socializing and extra helpers during holiday meal prepara-

tion.” Once you have that clarity,
talk to anyone you know who
has done a similar project to find
out what advice, tips and con-
tact information they can pass
along to give you a head start.

If all you need is a simple
freshen-up or update, you may
be able to tackle it yourself —
repainting, light trim carpentry
work or even re-tiling are tasks
you can tackle yourself over a
weekend with some inexpen-
sive tools and a healthy dose of
YouTube. This will save a lot of

money on labor, fill you with pride and remind you why professional
tradespeople charge what they do.

If you're looking for a quick makeover and want to choose your
own finishes, a trip to a kitchen and bath or flooring showroom may
be a great place to start. Showroom personnel and interior decora-
tors can help with color schemes and material selections to renew
your existing spaces.

If you want to take things a step further, interior designers may
be able to step in. They are educated and certified to look at the
bigger picture, which allows them to work with non-structural walls

Continued on page 28

Award-winning design experience. Uniquely-personalized approach. The only thing missing is you.

Christopher Boyd, AIA  Christina Boyd
Severna Park, MD  301.219.7728

www.boydarc.com

boyd

architects
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Plants That Help To Repel Mosquitoes

By Mosquito Squad

osquitoes have been a nuisance

since they swarmed amongst

dinosaurs. While they might be
ancient, they have their likes and dislikes,
similar to any other living creature. As a
result, there are some plants that could
help repel this ancient pest.

Since landscaping conditions vary by
region, we always recommend asking
your local greenhouse or landscaper
which plants work best for repelling
mosquitoes (and other pests) in your
area. However, there are some common
plants that aid in keeping pests at bay.

If you have pets, please note that
some plants might be effective at repel-
ling insects, but they could be toxic to
pets if eaten. For example, while citro-
nella can help repel mosquitoes, it can
also prove deadly to dogs if enough is
ingested. Make sure to ask your local
nursery and consult with your veterinar-
ian about geraniums, certain varieties of
marigolds, and garlic plants as poten-
tially harmful to pets if eaten. These

'HE BITE

) or visit MosquitoSquad.com

First time customers only. Limit one coupon per property. Not valid with other offers.

are all great plants that are natural pest
repellents, but they should be used with
caution around pets.

Plants that help keep
mosquitoes away

These plants are like your secret
weapon: beautiful, fragrant and repul-
sive to mosquitoes. One shopping trip at
the local nursery could save you time and
money on candles while Mother Nature
packs a punch against mosquitoes. If
you have trouble with mosquitoes get-
ting into your home, make sure to place
some plants by doorways and windows to
keep them from congregating there and
slipping inside.

Here are some of the
most effective insect
repellent houseplants

Lavender: This plant’s
beautiful fragrance
comes from essential
oils that gather on the

End annoying and dangerous
bug bites with the most trusted
mosquito and tick control.

Free Estimates!

Call today 443-458-5443

leaves of the plant, making its scent enjoy-
able to humans but potent to pests.

Camphor: This tree

species originated in

China but is common-

place in the south-
eastern United States.

Lemon balm: This

ancient plant has been

used throughout the

centuries for a variety
of culinary and medical uses.

Rosemary: This plant

is especially useful as

a mosquito repellent

when burned, so con-
sider it during your next barbecue.

Catnip: Named for its
extreme appeal with
cats and birds, this
plant is also a strong

Continued on page 26

$50 OFF

SEASONAL MOSQUITO
PROTECTION PACKAGE

MOSQUITO

MDA 29671
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Three Must-Have Deck
Upgrades For Style,
Function And Comfort

Nicole Bailey

Fence & Deck
Connection

esigning your outdoor
D living space with a few
extra bells and whistles
not only increases the value of
your home, but it also offers
your family maximum outdoor
enjoyment.
Outdoor renovations are a

Continued on page 26



Making An Entrance:

Rick Miller

Zeskind’s
Door, Window

& Millwork
Showroom

wapping out a front

entry door can be one

of the most impactful
statements on your home.
With the vast number of
manufacturers, materials
and door designs avail-
able on the market, it may
seem a bit overwhelming.
By working through the
considerations in the order
below you can easily narrow

How To Decide Which
-ront Door Is Right
-or Your Home

down the choices to the
best door for your home.

Is your door protected
by an overhang?

This is not just a small
extension of your roofline
but a deep front porch, por-
tico or awning of some kind
that fully protects your door
from direct exposure to
sunlight and the elements.
Most wood doors on the
market require a significant
overhang to be covered by
the manufacturer’s warran-
ty. If necessary, there are
expensive, treated wood
doors that are covered by

Continued on page 30

Zeskind'’s
Door, Window
& Millwork
Showroom

Serving Contractors,
Architects, Designers
and Homeowners

Arnold Station
Shopping Center

1450 Ritchie Highway
Arnold, MD 21012

410-233-1919 Ext #110
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Hiring An Electrical Gontractor

Woody
Lawson
W. M.
Lawson
Electric
Contractor

or most people, the
Fspring season is a time

to clean out closets
and garages, power-wash
the house, get rid of clutter
in and around the home and
more. Spring is a time for
renewal — cleaning carpets,
doing ductwork and painting
that room that you’ve wanted
to paint for a while. Bottom
line, spring is a great time for
getting your home in order.

But what about the tasks

that you need to do but don’t
have the expertise, confi-
dence or time to tackle on
your own? Especially repairs

31 years serving the
State of Maryland and

Anne Arundel County

that need to be made or
upgrades that you want done
that deal with electrical com-
ponents in and around your
home. That outdoor lighting
project that you have wanted
for a while, a tripping breaker,
the switch that doesn’t work
anymore. Maybe you want to
build out office space in your
home, finish your basement,
or you need to install a new
pump or LED pool lights that
are not working properly.

The answer to electrical
work that needs to be done
around your home is to hire a
competent electrical contrac-
tor and have all tasks done
by a professional. Having a
licensed and insured electri-
cal contractor will provide you
with the confidence that the
job is done right, safely and
to code. When considering
hiring an electrical contrac-

M.

E\e.ctr'\c

Specializing in:

- Qutdoor Swimming Pools & Spas Wiring

- Custom Home Electrical Wiring

- Security and Outdoor Landscape Lighting
- Custom Lighting Packages

- Panel Changes and Upgrades |
- Consulting and Lighting Design

-and more...

654 Broadneck Road, Annapolis, MD 21409
www.wmlawsonelectric.com

tor, you should consider the
following questions. Are they
fully licensed and insured?
Do they do quality work?
Can you trust them in your

home? Do they have any eye
for detail?

You also want to hire a
contractor who has decades

Continued on page 26

wson
2\‘ Contracto"

Office/Emergency
410-349-9400

et - A1 = = =1

Swimming
$50

| Pool Service || |
, 350 || OFF ,
| Basic |

I

OF F ” Service Call

Pool Light or Pool
Pump Replacement | |

I Cannot be combined with I I
any other offers. Offer any other offers. Offer
L expires June 1, 2023. expires June 1, 2023.

_—— e b

New customers only.
Cannot be combined with

“Highly Recommended is an understatement. The
service is the best in the area and the work ethic
from the crew is top notch.” T. Smith

MD License #4095

Delaware State Business
#2011605088
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and settled on the floor. These used dry soil removal methods. emulsifying.
g microbes can circulate in the air . .
\';I\;I(:ilitles of high-traffic areas and settle 2 u Identlfy Surface 5 u Remove SO|IS
SERVPRO of on other surfaces. This involves determining if the Depending on the cleaning
Annapolis/ Carpeting is especially difficult  surface to be cleaned is porous method, rinsing may occur
Severna to keep clean, but it should be or nonporous and if the surface  before or after drying. Hot water
Park vacuumed regularly to reduce is natural or synthetic. The sec- extraction uses wet vacuum

leaning for appearance

is often what motivates

home or business owners
to schedule with a carpet or
duct cleaning professional.
While the appearance of your
space matters, it is critical
to clean for health, whether
surface cleaning or improving
indoor air quality. In a post-pan-
demic era, there is a growing
concern for indoor air quality for
home and business owners.

Your floor is the largest hor-

izontal space in your home or
building, making it a breeding
ground for all types of con-
taminants. When people hear
the word contaminants, they
often think of bacteria from
foods or hair or mud, but many
don’t consider the microscopic
spores hanging around in the air

the collection of contaminants.
You've probably seen videos
where vacuuming alone creates
a dust cloud that rises from
the carpet once the vacuum
is turned on. Hardwood floors
and tile should also be cleaned
regularly because of the con-
taminants trapped in the cracks,
crevices and grout. Having a
schedule for consistent clean-
ings helps preserve the longevi-
ty of your floors and contributes
to cleaner and fresher air.

The six principles of effective
cleaning are the following:

1 . Remove Dry Soil

Studies show that 74% of soils
found in textiles are dry soils,
consisting of skin cells, hair
follicles and dust mites. Using
a vacuum or a dry-cleaning
sponge are two of the most

ond part, trying to determine if
the textile is natural or synthetic,
is a bit harder and is a critical
step in determining the proper
cleaning method.

3. Identify Soils

Soils fall into two basic
categories, water based and oil
based. The basic idea is that
if it’s water-based soil, the soil
will be easily removed with a
water-based cleaning product,
and if the soail is oil based, the
soil will be easily removed with
an oil-based cleaning product.

4 . Suspend Soils

The cleaning product is ap-
plied to the textile and agitated
to help it penetrate and loosen
soils. Soils are suspended
within the cleaning product
in two ways, dissolving and

extraction.

6. Dry The Surface

Drying prevents the fibers
from attracting and holding
additional soils and prevents
the growth of microorganisms.
Drying time varies depending
on the amount of moisture used
in the cleaning process as well
as temperature and humidity
conditions.

Here at SERVPRO of Annap-
olis/Severna Park, we embrace
this demand and understand
the impact our work has on
better health. We strive to en-
sure that our customers receive
top-of-the-line service and that
their carpets and floors are
cleaned properly. To schedule
a residential or commercial
carpet cleaning today, call 410-
647-8181. I



SERVPRO.

Cleaning. Restoration. Construction.

24/7/365 emergency services

Commercial and residential

© O A % A j

Fire Water Mold Storm Disaster Biohazard Cleaning Services

SERVPROP® of Annapolis/Severna Park
410-647-8181

servproannapolis.com

Independently owned and operated

Like it never even happened.
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Indoor Air
Quality
And Better

Health

Robert
Wade
Owner
MaidHealthy
ere are three tips to
H create a healthier living know what products are quality. The Centers for Dis- air (HEPA) filtered vacuums
environment through being used for cleaning and ease Control and Prevention are the best as they accumu-
proper cleaning techniques. the dwell time those prod- website lists products that are  late 99.97 microns of parti-
The focus will be on maid ucts require to disinfect your approved to properly disinfect  cle size. A vacuum without
services, carpet and uphol- surfaces. In addition to the surfaces. As for the vacuum, a high particulate filter can
stery cleaning, and cleaning right products, it helps to you need to know how well often redistribute up to 30%
air ducts. know the type of vacuum the vacuum and the bags of the dust picked up from
Whatever level of service cleaner and bags being used retain dust particles. the vacuum. Imagine getting
you request, you need to and how they impact your air High-efficiency particulate

Continued on page 22
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CLEANING SOLUTIONS FOR HEALTHIER LIVING!

Veteran Owned Business

uwerd | $100 OFF

Basic Maid Service

o custom CIeaning | **must sign up for frequency service |
Call for Details
° MOVE In/out | $60 offinitial clean - $20 second clean $20 third clean |
. M imate of or time of service. C
Cleaning | mbined it xnerafers Ot expres Apr 6 3075, |
L o e e 4
-Bi-AnnualDeep r—-—---—-—---—-——~- .

Cleaning

Dryer Vent Cleaning and Carpet and
Upholstery Cleaning Service.

Coupon must be presented upon estimate or
time of service. Offer expires April 6, 2023.

I I
I I
| For Any Healthier Living Services |
| To Include — Air Duct Cleaning, |
I I
I I

CALL TODAY: 410-541-4242

maidhealthy.biz
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The Kitchen For
Entertaining

Kristy
Wallace
Severna
Park
Kitchen
and Bath

ifestyles have changed
Lover the years, and

so have kitchens! A
kitchen suited for enter-
taining is often at the top of
clients’ lists, and there are
some key elements that fulfill
that request.

Island

We recommend incorpo-
rating an island for entertain-
ing, if possible. It is a great

place to offer refreshments
and truly anchors the space.
An island with seating is
both inviting and easy on
guests. However, if an island
isn’t possible, try to create
intimate moments in your
home with upholstered
occasional chairs around a
breakfast table, or a table
that extends for larger dinner
parties. Diverse seating is
important for hosting.

Beverage Genter

Whether your guests are
drinking coffee, wine, beer,
soda or Yoo-hoo, a desig-
nated beverage center will
make them feel welcome.

Continued on page 22

443-784-1325

spkitchenandbath.com

Voted Best Interior Designer & Best Kitchen/Bath Remodeling Service

15

580 Suite C Ritchie Highway
Severna Park, MD 21146

Hours: Monday-Friday
8am-4pm or by appointment

Located in Park Plaza



March 2023

GCelebrating 50 Years:
Homestead Gardens Is Rooted In Tradition

By Zach Sparks

ust like the plants, trees and shrubs it
J nurtures, Homestead Gardens has blos-
somed over the last 50 years.

From its beginnings as a roadside produce
stand, the business has expanded to include
three stores, a landscaping division, and a
horticulture supply center.

As the current president and CEO of
Homestead Gardens, Brian Riddle has carried
on the family legacy that was started by his
grandparents and continued by Brian’s father,
Don Riddle Jr.

Marketing specialist Clint Albin has seen
much of the business’ growth firsthand since
the Davidsonville store opened in 1973.

“In 1973, this was all farm fields,” Albin said,
standing near the entrance of the Davidson-
ville store. “They used to land crop-dusting
planes out here, so it was really rural and just a
fruit stand.”

Today, the Davidsonville store is 240,000
square feet, enough to showcase a variety of
annuals, perennials, trees, shrubs, outdoor
lighting fixtures, garden accessories, indoor
and outdoor furniture, grills, gifts, décor and
other products.

The Severna Park store opened in 2010,
with a smaller footprint at 35,000 square feet
of retail space. This location offers a large out-
door sales area with concrete water fixtures,
pottery, seasonal plants and shrubs.

Homestead later unveiled a third retail loca-
tion in 2021, bringing its horticulture services to
Smyrna, Delaware.

Each of the stores is meant to offer various
goods while inspiring each guest who walks
through the door.

“It's a way for the community to engage
with a group of different products that they’re
not going to find at Home Depot or Lowe’s or
those national brands,” Albin said.

Inside the Davidsonville store, visitors will
find Houseplant Haven, a greenhouse with
top-quality annuals and houseplants to help
guests whether they are looking to fill a flower
bed or find a unique houseplant for their
home office.

“This is a gateway product for a lot of new
gardeners who are constrained to their home,”
Albin said. “We offer this as a year-round place
for people to come, walk and engage with
the product.”

Named for Brian’s grandmother, Evelyn’s
Boutique is a cozy space in the store, carrying
handbags, jewelry, fashion accessories, ap-
parel for women and kids, gift items and more.

While the store sells plenty of products, its
mission extends beyond what guests will find
on the shelves. Homestead Gardens serves as
a community hub, allowing people to congre-
gate for events that are fun and educational.
Some of the store’s most popular events and
attractions are Chicks on the Loose, Fall Festi-
val and the holiday lights display.

The spring kickoff, set for March 18 through
March 26, is another anticipated event. Attend-
ees can enjoy workshops, interact with barn-
yard animals and get gardening advice from
the staff. Also this month, the Davidsonville
Area Civic Association Green Expo will draw
about 24 vendors to the store on March 26,
prompting a discussion about sustainability.

“If you look at what we sell — be it plants,
soil, or other things — we want to be here
to support our community with plants and
all plant-related things for the next 50 years,”
Albin said. “It's very important that we continue
to be stewards of the earth.”

With that in mind, Homestead Gardens
hosted “The Pursuit of Houseplants,” a 10-
week program with workshops in the win-
ter. Another 10-week course is planned for
the spring.

Brian does not need a crystal ball to fore-
shadow the next 50 years for Homestead
Gardens. His vision of the future starts with
adding three new elements to the Davidson-
ville property: a brewery, a barnyard and an
outdoor activity area.

He also plans to keep supporting local
organizations like the Anne Arundel County
Food Bank, Maryland Hall, Bello Machre, the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(SPCA), the Greater Severna Park and Armold
Chamber of Commerce, local schools and
other nonprofits.

With that community focus, he hopes to see
Homestead Gardens flourish even more over
the next 50 years.

Homestead Gardens has Anne Arundel
County locations at 743 West Central Avenue
in Davidsonville and 522 Ritchie Highway in
Severna Park. For more information, visit www.
homesteadgardens.com or find Homestead
Gardens on Facebook and Instagram. |l
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to engage with a group of
different products that they’re
not going to find at Home Depot
or Lowe’s or those national
brands. We want to support

the Severna Park community
with a lot of stuff they wouldn’t
find anywhere else.”

— Guint Acgin, HomesTeAD
Garpens MARKETING SPECIALIST
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The Top 10 Reasons Why
You Need To Paint Your
House Inside And Qut

Stacy and
Shawn
Carroll
Painting
with Pride

Painting your house in-
side and out has many
benefits beyond just mak-
ing it look nicer. Here are
the top 10 reasons to paint

your home:

Painting both

1 the interior and

m exterior walls,
trim and other home
surfaces will increase
the overall real estate
value of your home.
This helps in the eval-
uation of your assets
and can also help
with resale.

Painting
exterior walls,
B trim and

other surfaces on
the exterior of your
home will increase
curb appeal.

Painting
interior walls,
m trim and other

surfaces inside your

home with quality
paints and finishes
will reduce odors and
fumes, and promote
healthy, indoor air
quality for you and
your family.

Particular-
ly in homes
B with plaster

walls, keeping your
interior walls, trim
and other surfaces
painted can keep
dust and dirt at bay.
Paint keeps plaster
in check and dust
to a minimum. For
old homes or tough
interior surfaces,
make sure you use
high-quality paint,
like Sherwin-Williams.

Painting both
interior and
m exterior walls,

trim and other home
surfaces will help cov-
er permanent marks or
stains that have proven
difficult to remove.

Painting exte-
rior walls and
| trim will help

protect the home from
inclement weath-

er, particularly sun,

ice and snow.

Painting both
7 interior and
m trim, as well as

other surfaces like
doors and built-ins,
will help these areas
hold up under nor-

mal wear and tear of
family life. Paint can
also protect walls from
water damage.

Does your
home need a
H new look? In

this economy, home-
owners are finding

out there’s nothing
quite like painting to
refresh your home and
living environment,
and it comes in at a
fraction of the cost of
a remodel.

Using quality
paints and
B finishes will

improve the air you
breathe. You spend
more time in your

home than anywhere
else, making healthy
choices matters.

Some-
times,
B changing

the interior and exterior
colors of your home
can also change the
complete vibe of your
living environment.
Light-colored paint
makes small rooms
and spaces appear
bigger. Bright colors
can make a family
room or playroom fun
and vibrant. Pastels
can make a bedroom
cozy and serene. Bed-
room makeovers can
make a teen feel like
they’re growing up.

For more information about painting your home, contact FPainting with Pride to schedule your free esti-
mate and virtual consult with a color expert from Sherwin-Williams. Painting with Pride is family owned and
operated. Call Painting with Pride at 410-544-6840 or visit www.paintingwithpridemd.com.



Services:

Ne e d * Interior Painting
o o * Exterior Painting
p alntln g * Drywall Repair
e * Power Washing
services? -

Before

Now under new ownership - Locally owned and operated

At 410-544-6840

www.paintingwithpridemd.com

Call for a free virtual color consultation
with a color expert from Sherwin Williams!

Showcase of Floors & Painting with Pride,

Your one-stop shop for flooring and painting!

CARPET

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
FOR OVER 40 YEARS!

Specializing In Luxury Vinyl Tile TILE

12 MONTH FINANCING
8499 Ft. Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122

(Riviera Plaza)

410-921-2727

www.showcaseoffloors.net
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Maryland Protects Homeowners Who
Want To Protect Their Environment

Brian R. Fellner

Fellner Legal
Services LLC

change in Maryland law has made this old
saying true for lawns and gardens within
homeowners’ associations, or HOAs.
Section 2-125 of the Maryland Real Proper-
ty Article prohibits HOAs from imposing their
standard of beauty on the lawn of an owner or
resident. The law, which went into effect in 2021,
prohibits any covenant from imposing unrea-
sonable restrictions on low-impact landscaping.
Low-impact landscaping includes measures that
conserve water, lower maintenance costs, provide
pollution prevention and create habitat for wildlife.
The law means your HOA can't force you to cut

B eauty is in the eye of the beholder. A recent

Continued on page 25

HOA Board members

— need legal advice?
-How to run a meeting
-When to amend your documents
-Enforcing against violations

-Collecting unpaid fees
-Anything else HOA related

Call your local HOA
attorney today!

Find out more at www.FLSlawyer.com
™ Follow us on Facebook

Community Association questions
answered at www.FLSlawyer.com/blog/

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D
Severna Park, Maryland 21146

443-906-0117

bfellner@flslawyer.com

www.FLSlawyer.com
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John
Childs
Atlas
Marble
& Tile

orcelain tile is a great
and versatile way
to finish a remodel-

ing project. Porcelain tile is
extremely durable with an
expected lifespan of 40 to
60 years, so you have the
opportunity to do something
that will look appealing for
decades to come.

There are metal tiles, glass
tiles, porcelain tiles, cement
tiles and ceramic tiles. There
are small mosaic tiles and

e Byild A Perfect Bathroom

A tile specialty store has

s O Kitchen With Tile

pril 24, 2023 will mark the 30
year anniversary of Atlas Marble
& Tile and I, John Childs, founded
the company when I was 26 years
old. Atlas imports and distributes
products from Italy and Spain, as
well as American manufacturers
and we stock porcelain tiles and
all the supplies necessary for <
installations — including Schluter
Systems, marble thresholds and corner shelves, 50 colors of
grout, waterproof boards, cement boards, and two lines of
luxury vinyl tiles. The Atlas showroom, which has been located
at 1244 Ritchie Highway in Arnold, MD for the entire 30 years,
is over 3,000 square feet and has the best and most talented
tile designers anywhere. With 30 years of experience comes
a wealth of knowledge and technical skills. Atlas, also, offers
custom made mosaics — we have made crabs, lighthouses,
sea turtles, fish, dogs and many others. We help you design
the mosaics in house and the cost is surprisingly affordable.

Give us a call today to bring your design dream to life.

AT LA S Atlas Marble & Tile

MARBLE & TILE, INC,

410-315-8720 We treat h
1244 Ritchie Highway, Suite 1, Arnold, MD 21012 e lreat everyone tne way
www.atlastile.com we expect to be treated.

lives by the golden rule.
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Build A
Perfect
Bathroom
Or Kitchen
With Tile

Continued from page 21

transform your dream
kitchen or bath into a
finished product that is both
functional and beautiful. |
recommend that you start
with a general idea and per-
haps a picture or two. With
a general direction, even if
it is simply a color prefer-
ence, we can start building
that into a masterpiece.

It's important to remember
that the cabinets, the paint
colors, the toilet, the towels
and the faucet colors will

all be part of the puzzle.

It's the job of specialists to
help sort through the puzzle
to put together the perfect
room for you.

Don’t be overwhelmed by
the thousands of tile choic-
es. Itis often the case that
someone’s first trip to our tile
store leaves them over-
whelmed and unsure of what
to do next. For most people,
it takes two or three trips to
get the right tile selections.
| encourage people to take
samples home and see how
the tile looks in their house.
The lighting and overall
environment will determine
which tile is the perfect one
for you. The best place to
make a final judgment on the
tile is in your living space.

Tile professionals can help
you through every step of
the project to make sure the
details are right. After all, as
my grandmother used to
say, the devil is in the details.
In the right tile store, the
selection process will be fun
and rewarding.

We look forward to
seeing you, and happy tile
shopping. [l

Indoor Air Quality And Better Health

Continued from page 14

30% of the dust from the last
customer redistributed into
your home.

Carpet and upholstery typ-
ically require cleaning every
12 to 18 months just to keep
the warranty in place. Some
manufacturers require the
cleaning service provider to
be supported by the Institute
of Inspection Cleaning and
Restoration Certification, or
they will void your warranty.
If the manufacturer wants
you to remove the dirt and
pollutants from your textiles
to preserve the integrity of
their product, how does this
translate into health? Think
about this — every 400
times someone comes into
your home, they bring in one
pound of dirt and outside
pollution. That dirt and
outside pollution needs to

be removed to keep your air
quality at a healthy level.

If you want to see how
dusty your upholstery is,
take this test — pick up one
of your pillows from your
sofa or chair and pat it in the
sunlight. Back up far enough
after patting it to see the
amount of dust that comes
out of your pillow. Now, think
about your carpets. As you
walk on your carpets, the
air and dust disperse from
under your feet and en-
ter the air.

Lastly, let’s discuss air
duct cleaning. According to
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, Americans, on
average, spend approximate-
ly 90% of their time indoors,
where the concentrations of
some pollutants are often
up to five times higher than
typical outdoor concentra-

tions. Inspect your air ducts
to see if you need to clean
them. A less expensive way
to see your need would be
to look in your vents. Take
your vent off the wall or floor
and tightly hold your camera
as you take a picture facing
into the vent. If you see dirt,
it might be time to clean. Call
your local air duct cleaner for
an inspection or cleaning.

For more information, contact
MaidHealthy, a local family and
veteran owned business serving
Anne Arundel County and
surrounding areas for more than
14 years. MaidHealthy provides
a healthier environment for you
and your home. Its manage-
ment has more than 50 years
of experience in the cleaning
industry. Call 410-897-9400 or
contact MaidHealthy at www.
maidhealthy.biz. |l

The Kitchen For Entertaining

Continued from page 15

We like to incorporate wine and beverage
refrigerators under the counter. If space
allows, an icemaker is perfect for fami-
lies hitting the boat or heading to sports,
but it also serves well during parties and
holidays. We also often top the beverage

it was intended for silver and heirloom
storage, today’s butler’s pantry can also
host an additional dishwasher, refrigerator,
and sink. We often add the microwave

in the butler’s pantry so that the kitchen
has a seamless look. We incorporate
versatile storage like rollout trays, draw-

center off with glass-front cabinetry that
both shows the guests where the glass-
ware is and brightens the room with light.

Clean, Functional Designs

Kitchen gadgets, like an air fryer, Instant
Pot and toaster oven, have become pop-
ular during the past three years as more
people are cooking at home. Incorporat-
ing pocket doors in the cabinetry allows
for daily appliance use, but then closes it
away while hosting guests. If you are con-
sidering a coffee bar, pocket doors can
be a great solution for hiding the coffee
maker. The client who loves to host may
also opt for adding a second dishwasher
drawer, and paneling the dishwasher and
refrigerator creates a seamless look.

Butler’s Pantry

Forget hiring a butler — a butler’s pan-
try is all that and more. While historically,

ers, open shelves, and even wine cubes
in this space for easy access of platters
and serve-ware. Though the butler’s
pantry should coordinate with the kitchen
aesthetic, it can also be a fun place to use
color or drama.

Lighting

Speaking of drama, lighting is key in the
entertainer’s kitchen. Overhead flush lights
work well for task lighting, and under
cabinets, large pendants and sconces can
add beautiful warmth and highlights to the
space. We recommend using a dimmer
for those who want to incorporate a beau-
tiful glow in their space.

We would love to help customize your
entertainer’s kitchen with our talented
team of designers and beautiful selections
of finishes. For a consultation, call 443-
784-1325. @
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Addressing Asphalt Driveway Distresses
Before They Become Costly Endeavors

lan Chaput
Owner
TruSeal

pring is right around
the corner, so here
comes the infamous-

ly dreaded but necessary
spring cleaning. Your drive-
way should be no exception.
Your asphalt driveway is
one of your biggest financial
investments and acts as

the “welcome mat” to your
property for you, your family
and your guests. Asphalt
pavement is extremely dura-
ble and resilient material, but

YourbDri

over time, a variety of issues

Jncoated

can arise that are not only an

eyesore but can also lead to

costly replacement expenses

if left untreated.

What is asphait
pavement?
Asphalt pavement was

first utilized in the 1870s and

is conventionally a mix of

crushed stone “aggregate”
and a “binder,” also called

asphalt cement, which is

produced during the distil-
lation of crude oil. Despite
advances made in pavement

mix designs and paving
techniques, it is common

for distresses like cracking,
potholes, surface oxidation

Continued on page 29
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See these TruSeal Asphalt Maintenance Transformed Driveways!
Locally Owned & Operated - === =

v/ Sealcoating
v/ Crack Filling
v/ Patching

v/ Line Striping

&3 Follow Us [6)

Truseal-Asphalt.com

info@truseal-asphalt.com

443-223-9491

Call for a
Free Quote TODAY!

Current Pricing |
|| for Sealcoating ||

Must present coupon at time of consultation. Cannot be
combined with other offers. Offer expires April 6, 2023.

L= — = = = 4
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Finding Your Home Ally

Continued from page 6

To receive this license, individuals must have
trade experience, pass an exam on basic
industry knowledge and applicable Maryland
regulations, and show proof of insurance.

Expertise in Repairs and
Customer Service
Look for a company with expertise in

home repair and customer service. The
company should support you throughout the
entire process, from learning about its ser-
vices to explaining your project, scheduling
appointments, complet-

ing repairs and following

up with any warranty.

The BID vs. T&M

Be aware of the dif-
ference between the bid
and time-and-materials
(T&M) models. The bid
model is mostly used for
medium to large ren-
ovations, while T&M is
used for smaller projects.
Understand that compa-

WE PROVIDE A TOTAL SOLUTION
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS!

« Carpet sales, installation, cleaning, and repair
* Flooring sales, installation, service, and repair

nies that offer free estimates mark up their
bids to compensate for their time spent on
estimates. With the T&M model, contractors
charge only for their travel, hourly rate and
materials. Companies with good reputations
will work quickly to earn your future business
and referrals to family and friends.

Warranty

Check to see if the company offers a war-
ranty. How long is the warranty? What will
it cover? Look for a warranty on both labor
and materials. Most companies will cover

repairs for up to 30 days. Some will offer
even longer periods of coverage at 60 days,
90 days and even a full year.

Project Bundling

Ask if you can get multiple projects
completed in one appointment. If you have
limited funds in your repair budget, you
may have to prioritize your repair list and
wait to accomplish everything on your list.
However, if you are able, project bundling
will reduce your overall price. Ultimately one
eight-hour day will be more cost-effective

than four two-hour
visits that each incur a
travel charge and each
take up billable time
for traveling to pick up
materials.

We recommend
using these tips to help
you find your home
ally. If you have any
trouble finding such
a company, call Ace
Handyman Services at
443-225-4364. W

THE CARPET AND AIR DuCT MAN

! 443-452-6003
gpenc® ol

DUCT CLEANING SOLUTIONS
Regular duct and dryer vent cleaning is essential
to your health and safety and your equipment’s
maintenance and lasting performance.

» Hardwood sales, installation, sanding, and refinishing

« Ceramic tile floor cleaning
* Mold remediation * Air duct cleaning
* Dryer vent cleaning and repair

* 24 Hour flood and fire response, water extraction and clean up

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR
FREE ESTIMATE OR
TO SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT.

* Furniture and upholstery cleaning

We provide superior services!

CUSTOM SOLUTIONS

We can meet all your custom flooring needs. Our
installers are the best in the business! Revived flooring an

a custom carpet runner make a spectacular presentation!

CLEANING SOLUTIONS

Our experienced Technicians have impressive skills and can
often bring “life” back to carpet and upholstered furniture.
Regular, professional cleaning is essential to maintaining and
even extending the life of your carpet and furniture! Our cleaning
rates are extremely competitive, and

we don't use “bait and switch” tactics.
With us you get full-service cleaning!

THE CARPET AND
AIR DUCT MAN REEINISHING SOLUTIONS
IS YOUR BEST beatty o tred and worn out loors! We can ofton
“ONE STOP” customize the finish color to your specification!
SERVICE  g461 FT. SMALLWOOD RD, STE A ~ PASADENA, MD 21122
PROVIDER.

thecarpetman.jf@gmail.com
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Maryland Protects Homeowners

Continued from page 20

down or remove your native plant
gardens, pollinators, xeriscaping
or rain gardens.

The Letter of the Law

The actual statute provides
that a restriction regarding land
use may not impose, or act to
impose, unreasonable limitations
on low-impact landscaping. This
is provided that the property
owner owns or has the right to
exclusive use of the property and
maintains and regularly tends to
the low-limit landscaping.

An unreasonable limitation
includes a limitation that signifi-
cantly increases the cost, signifi-
cantly decreases the efficiency
or requires cultivated vegetation
to consist in whole or in part of
turf grass.

In other words, HOA cove-
nants are not allowed to force
people who are caring for their
rain garden or native lawn to
remove those features in favor of

turf grass.

The Backstory

This legislation came about
in large part because some
believers in native planting and
low-impact landscaping stood
their ground. In 2019, a Maryland
couple took their HOA to court,
alleging that the standard being
insisted upon for the lawn —
basically turf grass — was not
fair or proper. They argued their
rain garden and native plants
were just as beautiful and ap-
propriate as a full lawn of clipped
green grass.

While their particular case
ended up being resolved at
mediation, it caught the attention
of many people who felt strong-
ly about the issue. Maryland
Delegates Terri Hill and Jessica
Feldmark noticed and saw an
opportunity to effect real change.
Their bill became the new law,
which protects homeowners who
want to avoid using artificial fer-

tilizers and chemicals that could
end up in our rivers and streams.

The Right to be Green

Regardless of your opinion on
HOASs, | think you ought to be
in favor of this law. First, it gives
clarity to everyone involved.
Now, both owners and board
members are aware of what
rights they have and what rights
the other party has. This helps
avoid disputes and unnecessary
litigation. Second, it gives op-
tions. If you are Scotts four-step
lawn method disciple, that is still
acceptable. If, on the other hand,
you are a native plant enthusiast,
you now can practice your art
and show off your version of
a green thumb without con-
cern for any alleged violations
coming from the homeowners’
association.

What to Know

Homeowners have the right
to maintain their yard using

THINKING ABOUT REMODELING YOUR BATHROOM?

CALL OR TEXT TO SCHEDULE A FREE ON-SITE DESIGN AND ESTIMATE

* Plumbing Repairs
= Drain Cleaning

= [as Fireplaces
Installation &
Maintenance

= Walk-In Tubs
= Bath/Kitchen

Remodeling

= Tankless &
Traditional
Water Heaters

= [as Piping
= Boilers
.and more

410-497-6650

WE 00 KITCHENS TOO!

208 Taylor Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21401

410-437-66a0

www.heidlerplumbing.com

native plants and rain gardens,
just as they have the right to
grow a flawless green grass
lawn. Keep in mind that certain
other covenant provisions, such
as keeping the yard neat and
orderly, restricting the location of
vegetable gardens or play struc-
tures, and more, are still valid
and enforceable. Contact and
use local resources to implement
best practices on your native
plant lawn. And above all, when
dealing with neighbors, remem-
ber that they are part of your
community and deserve your
respect, even if you disagree.

Brian R. Fellner is the
founding attorney of Fellner
Legal Services LLC. The firm
represents and provides advice
to communities throughout
Maryland and Washington, D.C.
For more information, visit www.
flslawyer.com, email bfellner@
flslawyer.com or call 443-
906-0117.

Voted

Best Plumber
In

Annapolis/AACO
13 Years In A Row

Plumbing & Heating Contractors
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Continued from page 9

big investment, and when

it's time to finally consider a
deck makeover, homeowners
want to get the best bang for
their buck. Luckily, there are
several design choices and
accessories to incorporate into
your deck makeover that fit
with your family’s budget and
lifestyle in mind.

Accents and
Complementary Colors
A popular decking trend in

recent years is incorporating
different colors or shades in
your deck boards. With so
many hues to choose from
with composite decking,
homeowners can create
one-of-a-kind, stylish outdoor
spaces with the two-toned
look. Opt for a lighter or darker
shade of your main decking
for a mid-deck seam board,
or feature board around the
deck’s perimeter. You can also
design your deck railing with a
drink rail in an accenting color.
A drink rail utilizes decking
boards to create a perfect-

ly flat space on top of your
railing. It's a great additional
space for drinks, planters, or
your hands and elbows to rest
as you admire the landscape.

Screened Porches
and Pergolas

A screened porch offers nu-
merous benefits depending on
how your family plans to enjoy
the addition. As a bonus room
and extension of your home,
screened porches provide a
comfortable place to enjoy
the outdoors, protected from
the elements. There’s nothing
worse than a barbecue ruined
by passing showers or thun-
derstorms. With a screened
porch, you can keep the party
going outdoors, sheltered from
rain and debris. For the sum-
mertime in particular, screened
porches provide additional
shade and can limit exposure
to pesky bugs and insects.
And when the crisp autumn air
arrives, your family and guests
can stay warm and cozy,
semi-protected from the chill.

Pergolas, on the other
hand, do not provide as much
shelter, but they do provide
valuable shade with tighter
budgets in mind. Designed
and oriented correctly on your
deck, a pergola can provide
plenty of shade and a desig-
nated area for dinner parties,
book reading or a home office
location. You may also install
additional covers, such as

Three Must-Have Deck Upgrades
For Style, Function And Comfort

fabric or a retractable one, for
even more sun protection or
in preparation for unpredict-
able summer storms.

Lighting

Outdoor lighting is an
essential accessory if you
plan on using your deck at
night. Once the weather
warms up, afternoon gather-
ings can easily transition to
an enjoyable evening retreat
with the installation of deck
lighting onto the railing posts
or deck steps. These LED
or solar-powered lights are
functional, affordable and
also a great safety feature.
If you want to really spruce
up your space, globe string
lights hung from the deck’s
railing or a pergola will add an
after-dark ambiance that will
make any neighbor jealous.

If you are ready to upgrade
and “deck out” your outdoor
space, now Is the perfect
time to get your project start-
ed. Beat the late spring and
early summer rush and con-
tact Fence & Deck Connec-
tion at 410-757-56511 to learn
more about its many fence
and deck options customiz-
able to your needs. |l

Plants That Help To Repel Mosquitoes

Continued from page 8

mosquito repellent.

Mosquito plant:
This is actually a col-
lection of several spe-

going on within the chive plant.

Hiring An
Electrical
Contractor

Continued from page 11

of experience in electrical
contracting. An electrical
contractor with experience
should have great sugges-
tions and solutions on how
to best approach all your
electrical needs. It’s also
important to ask if the elec-
trical contractor provides a
warranty on their work and
workmanship. Also, you want
an electrical contractor who
offers 24-hour emergency
service. Finally, it’s important
to hire an electrical contractor
who is local and lives in the
area. Shop local for all your
needs, including an electrical
contractor.

W. M. Lawson Electrical
Contractor serves the entire
states of Maryland and Del-
aware, with a focus on Anne
Arundel County. With 31 years
of electrical contracting expe-
rience, the team is licensed in
Maryland and Delaware. W. M
Lawson Electrical Contractor
lakes care of all electrical needs
and specializes in all phases
of pool service. Call 410-349-
9400 to get your spring projects
scheduled now or visit www.
wmlawsonelectric.com. |l

If you find some landscaping changes

aren’t getting the results you need for

Marigolds: This
flower has a distinct
smell that helps to
repel mosquitoes

your home and yard, don’t hesitate to
call Mosquito Squad.

With more than 150 franchise lo-
cations nationwide, Mosquito Squad

cies, but perhaps the
most popular being the citronella plant,
a citrus-scented geranium. Check with
your local nursery to see which species
might be most effective in your area.

Chives: Related to
garlic, some of the
same mosquito-re-
pelling chemistry is

and deter insects that prey on to-
mato plants — an added bonus for
gardeners.

Other mosquito repelling plants in-
clude tansy, cedar, eucalyptus, agera-
tum, onions and garlic. You can place
these plants outside or even in window
boxes or around doors to discourage
mosquitoes from flying inside.

specializes in eliminating mosquitoes
and ticks from outdoor living spaces,
allowing homeowners to enjoy their
yards. Kendra Burnett, owner of Mosqui-
to Squad of Annapolis, has been fighting
the bite in Anne Arundel County for more
than 13 years. For more information, visit
www.mosquitosquad.com or call 410-
317-8385.
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CARE OF
N
MOLLY MAID [ECXIYPYRE
*100 Value
. %25 OFF Your First

DON'T SWEAT SPRING CLEANING. 4 Cleanings I / (/777 S —

Kick out the cold and kick off spring with a complete home ~ :  Weekly and alternate weekly customers only. New

cleaning from Molly Maid. Our professional cleaners will have :  customers only. Cannot be combined with any other NEIGHBORHOOD

your home spotless and smelling as fresh as the outdoors. ., offers. One per household. Expires Aprl 30,2023 ELECTRICIAN

Family Owned & Operated for 24 Years!
Visit us at MollyMaid.com to learn more

©2020 Molly Maid, Inc. Each franchise independently owned and operated.
Molly Maid is a member of the Service Brands International family.

MOLLY MAID OF CENTRAL
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY
410-349-8080

HaasAndSons.com

KITCHEN & BATHS by

We handle all aspects
of your build project
from the design
phase through final
installation.

* Dedicated Kitchen
Specialist
* Design Studio Access
* In-House Cabinetry

By Appointment
Only.

410-490-3288

oakridgebuildersmd.com
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The House Is Broken

Continued from page 7 lems and developing a sound
and fixtures as well as the finish ~ understanding of the whats,
and material changes men- whys, hows and whos of your
tioned above. residential design and construc-

Architects are your one-stop tion, it becomes a much more
shop for design, planning, per- approachable task. Finding
mits, drawings and construction  the right professional is an
advice, for all size projects — important part of the process,
from modest interior renovations  so make the call. Most building
to the design of entire houses professionals offer free consul-
and large additions. They are tations to help guide you down

educated, trained and licensed the right path.
to creatively solve complex

design problems and will help Chris brings over 27 years
you with every aspect of your of award-winning architectural
building and coordinate with experience to Severna Park.

engineers and contractors to Boydarc is a small boutique

ensure you're getting appropri- architecture firm specializing in
O AS I A I ate designs for every system of residential renovation and new
the house. Architects will listen home design. The team can

to your goals, learn about your help you “love where you live.”

KITCHEN + BATH lifestyle and design creative For more information, contact
Severna Park, MD 21146 layouts and strategies that will the boyadarc team at 301-219-
CoastalDesignZ 3.com 410-320-4614 better integrate your personal 7729, by email at cb@boydarc.
home into your daily life. com, or visit www.boydarc.
Getting your house right may ~ com. Follow boydarc on Insta-
seem like a daunting task, but gram at @boydarc_architects
Cabinets ¢ Countertops ¢ Tile ¢ Flooring by clearly identifying its prob- for cool design ideas.

ServingithexSeverna
ParkmA olis’
Pasadenajarea
forgoverg30gyears!

410-544-2606 410-441-3452
8176 Ritchie Highway 1825 George Avenue #6 BarStOWHvaC.Com

Pasadena, MD 21122 Annapolis, MD 21401 Family owned and operated since 1980
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Addressing Asphalt Driveway — »
Distresses Before They B
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and raveling to occur.

Cracking

Cracks in your asphalt
driveway can appear from a
variety of causes. The most
common types are “stress”
cracking from vehicle and tire
loads; transverse and longi-
tudinal cracking, which occur
at the joints where the as-
phalt meets other surfaces or
where there were joints when
the driveway was paved; and
reflective cracking.

Reflective cracking occurs
when cracks are in under-
lying layers of the driveway,
most common when an
“overlay” of new asphalt is
done over an existing asphalt
or concrete driveway.

Why is this important?
Cracks in your driveway are
a point of weakness and
susceptibility. They allow
moisture to penetrate the
pavement and underlying
layers. Asphalt expands and
contracts with varying sea-
sonal temperatures, which
can exacerbate existing
cracks and cause new ones
to form. It is critical to make
sure the cracks are treated
and sealed. Consult your
driveway coating profes-
sional for the best products
and application methods for
your property.

Structural
Distresses/Potholes

Potholes are a nuisance
for everyone, especially your
car. They can come in many
shapes and sizes but com-
monly appear due to poor
compaction of asphalt base
layers and from moisture
freeze/thaw cycles. Cracks
that are left untreated retain
moisture in the pavement
and expand as it freezes,

temperatures warm again.
This shift can cause gaps to
occur when the frozen water
expands and pushes down
the base material levels.

If the base material and
asphalt material were not
properly compacted during
the paving process, potholes
will occur more frequently.

A more economical method
to filling in these potholes can
be done by cleaning the area
and “surface patching” with
hot mix or cold patch prod-
ucts. However, for the best
longevity, these areas should
be treated with a full-depth
replacement, where it is cut
out, base material supple-
mented and compacted, and
then new asphalt installed. A
quality driveway coating com-
pany can help find the best
solutions for your driveway
based on the severity of the
pothole and your budget.

Oxidation/Raveling

When asphalt is first
paved, it is a rich black
color. Over time, ultraviolet
radiation from the sun and
erosion of the “binder” in the
asphalt pavement can cause
it to become gray and oxi-
dized. This is a telltale sign
that your driveway needs a
sealcoating application to
replenish that binder in the
asphalt while also giving it
a fresh, appealing facelift.
Applying an asphalt sealer
also extends the lifespan of
the driveway by blocking out
moisture and chemicals from
further deterioration.

lan Chaput is president of
TruSeal Asphalt Maintenance.
For additional information about
asphalt maintenance services,
visit www.truseal-asphalt.com or
call 443-223-9491. [l
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a 20-year warranty with no

overhang, or you may con-
sider less costly options.

Paint or Stain

While any door can be
painted, a stained door
must be made of either
wood or grained fiberglass.
Without a protective over-
hang, grained fiberglass
may be the best option for
a durable stained door.
Smooth fiberglass and steel
doors can be painted, and
smooth fiberglass doors
have an attractive texture
when painted and offer
dent resistance, while steel
doors are perfectly smooth
but are susceptible to dings
and dents. Aluminum-clad
wood doors are not as pop-
ular but can offer a great
option in certain circum-
stances. When painting

March 2023

How To Decide Which Front Door Is Right For Your Home

wood doors, even when pro-
tected by an overhang, most
manufacturers prohibit dark
tint exterior paints due to
sunlight superheating the
dark exterior surface, while
the interior may be around
70 degrees. This causes

the panels, stiles and rails
to warp with the opposing
surface temperatures.

Choosing a Door Style

Once the material and
type of finish are deter-
mined, then focus on style.
Consider the style of home
— for instance, a mid-cen-
tury modern home should
have a similar style door.
Some house types allow for
a blending of styles, while
others may be limiting.
Some neighborhoods may
have historic designations
or homeowners’ association
requirements to consider.

LET THE SUNSHINE IN

Determining the number
and placement of panels,
the use of glass and privacy
considerations, and other
details such as beaded pan-
els, sidelites, transoms and
divided lites for the glass
will all come into play.

Check out Pinterest and
Houzz for inspiration, and
share pictures with your
door supplier.

Size and Budget

You now know exactly
what material, finish and
style door you want by
this point. With so many
manufacturers to choose
from, the size of your door
and your budget will be the
final determining factor.
Your door supplier should
provide you with options
from several manufacturers
that fit your specifications.
The pricing and lead time

can vary significantly, and
you may also be presented
with options for factory
finish or having the installer
finish the doors in the field.
There are benefits with
each option.

Working with a knowl-
edgeable local supplier will
make the entire process
easier and more enjoyable.

Make sure your door
supplier has access to
several manufacturers.
They should provide you
with multiple pricing and
lead time options from one
helpful business. Also,
make sure to source your
door locks from the same
company to ensure they get
the specifications correct.
Your local supplier will have
higher-quality products
that are guaranteed to fit,
unlike some online budget
outlets.
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Container Color
~or The Spring

Kevin Wengernuk
President and Founder
KW Landscaping Inc.

any front stoops, rear patios and even
pool decks have containers on them. The
trend is to plant them for the summers,
adding additional color to your spaces and deliv-
ering more interest. But please do not forget about
them during the other seasons. Now is the time
to think about sprucing up your containers for the
upcoming spring months.

First, though, you need to get your container
ready for new plants, and this should be done at
each season. Remove all the undesired plants and
thoroughly mix the soil to loosen and remove any
remaining root matter. You may need to top off your
container with some fresh potting soil, such as an
organic potting mix. Be sure to add a little bit of fer-
tilizer, such as a low-nutrient value and slow-release
organic fertilizer. A half cup is plenty for some initial
feeding of a 24-inch container. This much of a higher
nutrient value fertilizer could burn the plants.

Once the additional organic potting mix is added
with the organic fertilizer, mix it to a fluffy state with
your hands. Make sure the level of the soil is a few
inches below the top of the container, but save the
excess soil for additional backfill after planting is
done. Now, pick some plants. Make sure your choic-
es are cold-hardy as we might see frosts maybe well
into April. Pansies, primrose and snapdragons add
some fantastic color. But don’t stop there — consid-
er a perennial like hellebores or epimedium for other
blooms. Maybe include some creeping phlox for color
that will spill out of your container or add a grass (actually a rush)
like juncus for an additional texture and some height.

The point is to have fun and play around a bit. The only mis-
take is not planting your containers for the spring. At times, we
were bold and planted black mondo grass for an ultimate con-
trast in color.

Unlike your summer containers, these spring plant choices do
not grow a tremendous amount, so plant like you feel when you
are in a crowded elevator, and create a full look at the beginning.
After an initial watering, and as long as the soil is moist a few
inches down, no additional watering is needed — the spring rains
come in handy for this. Now your landscape will have pops of color
until the summer months arrive.

For more information, email kevin@kwlandscaping.com.

‘Many front stoops, rear patios and

even pool decks have containers on
them. The trend is to plant them for the
summers, adding additional color to your
spaces and delivering more interest. But
please do not forget about them during
the other seasons. Now is the time to
think about sprucing up your containers
for the upcoming spring months. 39



Team KW

KW30

thirtieth®apmiversary tour

2023
Chartwell Ben Oaks
Linstead Pointfield Landing
Shipley’s Choice Berrywood
Brittingham Colchester
Lakeland Chartwood
Kilmarnock Bluff Point
Round Bay Rivendell

Established

1993

featuring all your favorite hits in Design,
Construction & Management



