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Magothy
Rivers Health
Holds Steady

T he Magothy River Associa-
tion (MRA) held its annual
State of the Magothy event
March 31 at Anne Arundel Com-
munity College, and there was
plenty of news to report.

Dr. Sally Hornor explained that
the Magothy received a 30% or a
D for 2022, a minor improvement
over the previous year.

That grade comes from an
index that includes three criteria.
First is the coverage of sub-
merged aquatic vegetation (SAV),
which are rooted plants that grow
in shallows and provide fish and
shellfish habitat, waterfowl food
and oxygen. The second criteria
is water clarity — do grasses
have what they need to grow?
Five teams of monitors measure
water quality at 30 stations from
mid-April to mid-October using
Secchi disks. Lastly, MRA looks
for dissolved oxygen, just above
the bottom of the river.

“That’s where critters that can’t
move, like oysters for instance,
you know, once they're settled
on the bottom, they can’t travel,”
Hornor said. “They can survive
in less than five milligrams per
liter, but five millimeters per liter
or more is ideal for oysters and
for fish, so this would be really
good habitat if we could have that
much oxygen in the deep water.”

Hornor attributed the poor
water quality to sediments
washed into the water and the
growth of algae.

» Continued on page 5
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The Missing Collection

Severna Park Man Shows Off Trove Of Costumes And Props

By Zach Sparks

zach@severnaparkvoice.com

atrick “Chris” Hearty has several
P skeletons in his closet. But they
are not the ones most people
would expect to find.
Screen-used costumes and movie

props adorn the basement of his Sever-
na Park home. The body of the wood-

chipper college kid in “Tucker & Dale

vs Evil.” A prototype mask of the Green
Goblin from Sam Raimi’s “Spider-Man”
starring Willem Dafoe. A police robot
from the “Total Recall” remake. An ani-
matronic Right Hand of Doom from the
2019 adaptation of “Hellboy.” The mask,
arms and body suit of the devil from
“Bill & Ted’s Bogus Journey” and the

animatronic bunny from the same film.

More than 300 relics of all sizes fill
the space.

“I really have such an appreciation for
it,” Hearty said. “My wife says I never
got out of action figures — it just got
bigger — and that’s kind of true.”

Most of the items come from horror,
» Continued on page 12
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Best Of Severna Park Winners Recognized

hanks to your votes, we shared the community’s picks for the 2023 Best Of Severna Park awards in April. The
Voice staff visited some of those businesses later that month to congratulate them and present their Best Of
Severna Park decals. See more photos on page 12.

MOLLY MAID
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Margueritte Mills - Volunteer Of The Month

Every month, the Voice recognizes the good work of a local volunteer to
honor Voice founder and lifelong Severna Park resident Margueritte Mills.

\ SEVERNA PARK

VOICE

Publishers
Dianna Lancione
Lonnie Lancione

The Margueritte Mills Volunteer of the Month is proudly sponsored by Heidler Plumbing.

Bicycling Advocate Brings Trishaw To The Trail

Cycling Without Age.

“With the bike trail right here in
Severna Park, this just seemed like the
most obvious thing to do,” Bishop said.

Last November, Bishop was invited
by Bike AAA president Jon Korin to

V.P., Operations
Brian Lancione

V.P., Business
Development
Jonathan Katz

present her plan for Cycling Without Account Executives
Age at the group’s annual meeting. Faith B

Both Bishop and Korin recalled their aith burns
surprise when another participant Larry Sells
informed them of a grant through the Editor

Community Foundation of Anne Arun-

del County, the deadline for which was Zach Sparks

in 48 hours, and offered to help Bishop Assistant Editor
draft a proposal. Mark Patton

The project was awarded a grant for
$10,000, enough for a down payment
on the $15,000 vehicle.

The first Cycling Without Age trishaw
made its debut at Sunrise Severna Park
on April 1.

“Sandy really has the perfect blend of

Editorial Assistant
Lauren Cowin

Reporters
Laura McElwain Colquhoun

Sandy Bishop is working to acquire state funding to expand the Cycling Kevin M
evin Murnane

Without Age program in Maryland.

skills and personality to bring this to Judy Tacyn
By Lauren Cowin ground in a new way. life so rapidly,” Korin said. Tom Worgo
atrons of the B&A Trail could “It was just great fun to get out there Bishop’s bevy of connections in the .
P find ) e - ; Columnists
nd themselves sharing the and see Severna Park. Ilived in Severna  bicycling world have contributed to a
popular path with an unfamiliar ~ Park when they built the bike trail, soI  long list of volunteers at her disposal Heather Bagnall
set of wheels this year. know the bike trail well and I love to get  for the project. Mary Cobbler
Local bicycling advocate Sandy Bish-  on it,” said Jones, who previously lived “Tactually have a problem that a Amanda Fiedler
op recently established Cycling Without  in Olde Severna Park and Linstead. lot of organizations would love to Dawn Gile
Age Anne Arundel, thus introducing Bishop learned of Cycling Without have — I have too many people who Dana Jones
the three-wheeled trishaw to our Age by chance. After her biological have expressed interest and really not Liz League
community. children were grown and had moved on  enough resources to be able to train Rachel Mufioz
Cycling Without Age began in Co- from their home, she and her husband ~ everybody and actually utilize all of Audrev R
h Denmark, in 2012 as a wa adopted three pre-teen daughters, all the people who've expressed interest at udrey Ruppert
penhagen, . y p p g ) peop P
to give senior citizens who could no with disabilities. this point,” Bishop said of the roughly Ben Schwalb
longer operate a bicycle themselves the “We were empty nesters for two 20 volunteers already trained to pilot Contributors
opportunity to enjoy a ride. The trishaw  weeks,” Bishop quipped. the trishaw and 20 more waiting in Deborah Badro
setup allows for two passengers to take Now an adult herself, one of her the wings. Jason LaBarce
a leisurely outing with a “pilot” at the younger daughters rides a motor assist Bishop’s larger vision involves a g
pedals. These vehicles have motor as- tricycle to and from work, a route whole fleet of trishaws and other adap- Photographers
sist, so even novice cyclists are capable  that requires her to ride along Ben- tive vehicles in Anne Arundel County Victor Raspa
of driving them. field Road. and beyond. In the European model of
Thanks to Bishop, the residents at “It’s not the safest way to go, but it’s Cycling Without Age, the rides are of- Student Intern
Sunrise Senior Living of Severna Park,  the only way,” Bishop explained. ten done in groups and made into social Doug Schwartz

with whom the program has partnered,
now have the chance to experience na-
ture and community aboard a trishaw.

“Reception has been exceptional,”
said Bishop, who is also on the board
of directors of Bicycle Advocates for
Annapolis and Anne Arundel County,
or Bike AAA.

So far, Bishop has learned of only one
complaint from the residents at Sunrise
who have utilized this free service: they
want more ride time.

Carol Jones, a Sunrise Severna Park
resident who grew up in Severna Park,
appreciates exploring her old stomping

Motivated to improve the safety
infrastructure for her daughter and all
transportation cyclists with disabil-
ities, Bishop joined Bike AAA. While
researching a safer product for her
daughter to ride, she stumbled upon

Cycling Without Age Anne
Arundel Kickoff Celebration

10:30am on May 20 at Sunrise Severna Park — Rain or shine!
To ask questions or RSVP, email cwa@bikeaaa.org

Achieving that goal would require more

outings for ice cream or coffee, she said.

trishaws, and therefore more funding.

“There are so many possibilities,”
Bishop said. “And I would like to ex-
plore all of them.”

Put On Your Sailing Shoes

By Maggie Burri

sock-burning on May 13. The origins of
this event are shrouded in mystery, but
boaters (motor and sail alike) across

Sarah Sternhagen
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ipating in the first race of the season,
and planning good times on the water
with friends. If you're someone who
is also dusting off those sailing shoes,
and want some company, consider
checking out the Magothy River Sailing
Association.

May activities start with the

MRSA

ith apologies to Little Feat,
Magothy River sailors will
start to cheer when they put

on their sailing shoes.
It’s that time of year when sailors are
getting boats ready to launch, partic-

the world set aside time to celebrate
milder weather and welcome the
boating season by burning old socks
in a bonfire. We know we're a bit late
this year, but we hope you can join us.
If you'd like more information, email
newsletter@magothysailing.org.

No part of this publication may be reproduced
without permission of the publisher ©2022.
The publisher is not responsible for any errors,
omissions, etc. Views expressed are not
necessarily those of the publisher.
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Number One.
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ORSO

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES
PENFED REALTY

David Orso’s office is centrally located in the heart
of Severna Park at the corner of Evergreen and Riggs.
Our team lives, works, and thrives in this community.

When selecting your next agent, understand there’s only one number one.

Thank you for voting us The Best of Severna Park again this year!

443.372.7171 -0 * 443.691.0838 -m
8 Evergreen Road Severna Park, Maryland 21146

1997 Annapolis Exchange Parkway Annapolis, Maryland 21401

davidorso.com
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ilhank®You

BestiSpa BestiBarberishop BestiHairasalon




SEVERNA PARK VOICE

may 2023 [

Skippers’ Meeting Kicks Off
RBSA 2023 Sailing Season

Mary Marta

he Round

Round Bay Saili I oy

ound Bay Sailin P
AssociZtion J A -Sa~l ling

ssociation, or

RBSA, kicked
off with the
first Wednes-
day night race
of the season
on April 19.

On April 15,
skippers and
crew met to
discuss changes
for this year. Many skippers — both
seasoned and beginners — and crew
were in attendance for what felt like
opening day. Races will continue each
Wednesday through September 27.
More than 20 boats have signed up to
race this season.

Race mark volunteers have been busy
during the offseason and have replaced
and moved the marks to deeper water.
New mark locations will help skippers
avoid unintentional grounding in low
tides. Start times have also changed.
Each of the three fleets will start earlier
this year to accommodate requests for
longer races.

As part of meeting skippers’ requests

for longer races on Wednesday nights,
the race committee chair and members
have worked hard this year to develop
race courses that permit longer time
and distance racing. For each series of
six races, skippers can choose which
courses they intend to run, either stan-
dard or long courses.

The handicapping system for long-
course racers is also new this year.
Boats racing the long course will use
the PHRF (performance handicap
racing fleet) handicap, time on time.
Boats in the Chesapeake fleet and
those racing the standard course will
continue to use the ORR-EZ (offshore
racing rule — simplified measurement)
handicapping system. All skippers were
requested to use the free race software,
as a tool to help the crew of each boat
monitor their courses and performance.

To top off a full meeting agenda,
RBSA members discussed special race
events and socials. Finally, skippers
elected a new slate of board members,
including commodore, to implement
changes and provide leadership for the
2023 sailing season.

See you on Round Bay! For more
information, visit www.roundbay-
sailing.com.

Magothy River’s Health

» Continued from page 1

The Magothy has too many algae
blooms because of too many nutrients,
like nitrogen and phosphorus. Much
of that comes from septic systems,
Hornor said.

As MRA president Paul Spadaro
explained, the organization is now using
drones to spot stormwater discharges,
which helps with construction monitor-
ing, and to locate heron nests.

“Heron only nest in a certain kind of
pine tree, and unfortunately or fortu-
nately ... wherever they poop it stays on
the nest and it’s easy to see from the air.

The heron habitat qualifies an area
for a 1,000-foot protective buffer, so
that gives the MRA another method of
controlling development.

With that in mind, Brad Knopf talked
about keeping development from having
a destructive environmental impact.

“I always like to mention the clay
particles because they will actually coat
fish eggs, and as Dr. Hornor mentioned,
they will also clog the gills. And not only
that, they go through silt fence, so clay
particles are really trouble.”

Knopf then showed a PowerPoint slide
demonstrating, among other things,
loads of nitrogen from construction,
row crops and impervious surfaces. The
statistics came from the Chesapeake
Assessment Scenario Tool.

“Everybody thinks about agriculture
being the big culprit and it is, but look
where construction sites rank with
those nutrients, especially nitrogen —
enormous impact,” Knopf said. “What
should be happening on those sites ... is
stabilized perimeter, stabilized interior
with the soils, with straws or vegetation,
and if you don’t have it set properly, you
can see the damage that happens.”

»

He then showed slides of the poor
water quality of Deep Creek.

MRA monitors the county website for
new grading permits and visits active
sites to check for silt fencing and stabi-
lized entryway stone, bare soils or piles
of uncovered soil, and evidence of runoff
leaving the premises.

In zip code 21409 — which includes
portions of Arnold, Annapolis and Cape
St. Claire — MRA surveyed 55 sites over
the last year. Eight of those required cor-
rective action, a significant decrease over
the previous year. Knopf said MRA uses
direct communication with supervisors
of county inspectors and rapid response
to address problems.

Lisa Crafton also addressed the
audience at Anne Arundel Community
College, sharing details of oyster reef
balls that were placed in the Magothy
River in March.

“These reef balls provide surfaces for
oyster spat to attach and grow while
creating valuable underwater habitat and
protection for small fish, crabs and other
marine life,” she said. “Oysters help to
filter the water and do some heavy lifting
when it comes to keeping river and bay
water clear.”

Assist The MRA

The Magothy River Association is look-
ing for volunteers in the following areas:

SAV monitoring by kayak
Contact - sally.hornor@gmail.com

Construction site monitoring or
raising oysters at your pier
Contact - bdknopfegmail.com

Living history stories
azgermain@gmail.com

Honoring your GHOIGES,
your INDEPENDENCE,

and your DIGNITY

We offer customized plans to meet your
needs and budget with ongoing supervisory
visits to ensure our level of care is met.

Trusted CGare | Because we are guests in your
home, your comfort and trust are paramount to us.

Benefits & Services | Home care preserves
independence. You maintain control of your schedule,
your routing, and your activities.

Personal Gare | Our personal care attendants
provide hands on support to help with a greater
quality of life and hygeine.

Homekeeping | Our homekeepers assist with
keeping the home clean, safe, and comfortable.

Skilled & Complex Nursing Care | Skilled
care is our highest level of care and is designed to
assist your loved one with their most advanced medical
needs, including recovery from illness, injury, or surgery.

Contact us
today to
learn more!

Runner-Up

410-449-4538

www.leanondee.com
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Nonprofit Founded By Severna Park Grad Provides Baby Essentials

By Lauren Meyer

indsay Gill is a 2002 graduate of
L Severna Park High School and

the founder of a nonprofit that’s
designed to assist families with free and
easy access to basic baby essentials.

The Napkin Network, headquartered in
Washington, D.C., is a social network of
moms that spans across all 50 states and
is spearheaded by Gill’s specialization in
social media, strategic communications,
fundraising and identifying the natu-
ral inclination for moms to help other
moms in need.

“When your child hurts, struggles, is in
need, there is no greater pain,” Gill said.
“By tapping into the mom community,
and collectively working together to sup-
port each other, we can make a difference
in the life of a child.”

Gill, a former Falcons field hockey and
tennis player, has a personal connection
to her mom-centric nonprofit. She and
her husband, Fletcher, have three chil-
dren all under the age of 7: Fletcher Jr.,
Gwyneth and Dane.

After graduating from the University
of Maryland in 2006, Gill lived in the na-
tion’s capital for nearly 10 years and then
moved to Bethesda once married.

Her first job out of college was at
National Geographic. However, the more
time she spent in television production
and behind the camera, she realized her
heart wasn’tin it.

Starting in 2010, Gill worked with
her husband on his nonprofit, Luke’s
Wings, for about a decade. There, she
served as the executive director for the

SPHS graduate Lindsay Gill is the founder of The Napkin Network.

organization, which aims to support
families of wounded servicemembers.

She helped grow it from an all-volunteer
organization to a staff of seven and raised
$2 million.

“But when the pandemic hit, and I
had two little kids at the time, and soon
a third on the way, I had to leave that
position,” Gill said.

It was only a few weeks later — and
after seeing countless moms struggling
to afford basic baby essentials like a
clean diaper — that Gill decided to host a
diaper drive.

“The diaper drive was wildly successful,
and to be honest, a little anticlimactic
after I donated them,” Gill said. “I wanted
more — more insight into what was
needed, who we were helping, more of a
community, more of an impact.”
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Gill had no doubt she could bring to-
gether moms. So, on December 31, 2020,
she made a logo, secured an Instagram
page, mocked up a mission statement and
vowed that 2021 would be better than
2020 had been for her family and other
families she knew they could help.

Gill was right. The Napkin Network
quickly made an impact.

In its first two years, The Napkin Net-
work donated more than 100,000 diapers,
500,000 wipes, thousands of formula
cans and countless other baby essentials
such as diaper rash creams, new cloth-
ing, strollers and car seats. Currently,

The Napkin Network has eight drop-off
locations around the District of Columbia
area and is run by volunteer moms.

“There isn’t anything a mom can’t do,”
Gill said.

“Sfe Will Get You
Tﬁrougﬁ The Door
Hassle - Free”

Forbes

GLOBAL PROPERTIES

Office: 410-263-3400

Inless than three years, the organi-
zation has hosted hundreds of events
promoting the well-being of moms in
their communities. Every event has a dual
purpose: to bring moms together and to
collect unused baby items and repurpose
them back into the community. The Nap-
kin Network partners with underfunded,
but well established, nonprofit organiza-
tions with deep roots in the community
and donates items to those groups.

During the height of the formula
shortage crisis that impacted moms
around the country, The Napkin Network
organized large-scale formula drives that
garnered national attention. Gill has been
invited to roundtable discussions with
senators and members of Congress. She’s
also been interviewed by various sources
on the highs and lows of the motherhood
journey and built ongoing partnerships
with businesses and people who not only
support the mission to help mothers but
also the desire to make the motherhood
journey less isolated.

“With The Napkin Network, I want to
be focused, but more importantly, I desire
to be flexible,” Gill said. “To listen and
adapt and support where we are needed
most. If it’s formula today and medicine
tomorrow and food next week, we will
figure it out.”

The Napkin Network strives to increase
funding to assist moms who are not local
to the capital region and desire a pantry
or open storage area where moms can
pick up items monthly as needed.

Visit www.thenapkinnetwork.com to
learn more, donate or to get involved.

High Demand + Limited Inventory

Great Time To Sell Your Home
Give Melissa Blohm a call, and let’s sell your home for

TOP DOLLAR!
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With Your Help, SPAN Continues To Meet Growing Need For Assistance

Michele Sabean I Z%i?{c V?iﬁle;n
Director of friend in the
Development hospital. I see her
SPAN Inc. village gathering
around and I
keep reflecting

on how life is bet-

ter with friends.

[ am reminded of

the same thing

when [ am at

work and am sur-
rounded by both our dedicated volunteers
and with community members who keep
stepping up to contribute - keeping our
shelves filled and SPAN fiscally able to
continue to meet the need for emergency
financial assistance.

It is wonderful to regularly see people

doing things for others. [ arrived at work
after Easter, and was greeted by a pile

of toilet paper, diapers and other paper
products. A local teen had organized an
Easter “cottontail” themed drive in his
neighborhood. Later that day, Girl Scout
Troop 11414 delivered several boxes of
condiments; the little extras such as these
and basic spices make a big difference.

Thanks to members from four churches
— Our Lady of the Fields, Trinity Bible
Church, Asbury United Methodist and St.
Martin’s-in-the-Field Episcopal Church
— we were able to bless more than 70
families with food for an Easter meal and
other fun treats.

Life is better when we are there for
each other. I am reminded of this daily
with the people who show up here to help
their neighbors — whether dropping off
food, showing up to volunteer or giv-
ing a neighbor a ride to get the needed
assistance.

We are still busy with clients coming

for financial assistance to help them
through an emergency — a utility turn-
off, court-ordered eviction or the need for
a medical prescription. Typically, SPAN
provides about $100,000 in emergency
financial assistance per year. In just the
first six months of Fiscal Year 2023, SPAN
already helped with more than that
amount. The trend continues with an
increase in the number of clients for fi-
nancial assistance each month. Before the
fiscal year ends, SPAN will have provided
more than double the amount of financial
aid we typically do in a year.

Just as we have seen the need for
emergency financial assistance at high
levels, other organizations are seeing the
same trends. We sometimes get inquiries
about donating items other than food
or toiletries. Hope for All is a great local
organization that provides household
items, clothing and furniture to those

without the means for their basic needs.
They are especially in need of clean and
in-good-condition sheets, towels, blan-
kets and kitchen items such as utensils,
flatware, pots, pans and bowls.

Let’s celebrate the warmer weather
and this great community of neighbors!
Join us for a fun evening to benefit
SPAN — on Saturday June 17, Laurette
Hankins-O’Connell will perform a caba-
ret concert: “Musicals, Movies and Moxie
— Oh My!” She and her pianist/duet
singer Anita O’Connor are once again con-
tributing their talents for SPAN and will
perform a salute to Broadway musicals
of the 20th century. They will showcase
their talents at Boone Station Hall in the
Severna Park Community Center. Tickets
are $25 each and should be purchased in
advance; information can be found on
our website and social media. We will also
have a silent auction.

Shore
United

Bank

SHOREUNITEDBANK.COM | 598 BENFIELD RD * SEVERNA PARK ¢ 410.544.0800 | 30+ LOCATIONS - MARYLAND * DELAWARE * VIRGINIA |
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Mission Trip To Provide Medical Supplies To Ukraine War Victims

By Lauren Burke Meyer

hile most people are plan-
ning their vacations, Arnold
resident James Screven is

planning his mission trip to Ukraine.
With the Ukrainian people in a fight for
their lives and way of life, Screven knew
he wanted to help.

“I saw the Ukrainians’ fight to keep
their democracy likened to our own
fight to maintain our democracy,”
Screven said.

From June 26 until the end of July,
Screven will visit Ukraine for the first
time to provide medical assistance to
war victims in partnership with the
group Mission Kharkiv (MK).

Since the Russian invasion, the
border city of Kharkiv in the northeast
of Ukraine has come under constant
attack from Russian forces. The victims
of the ongoing conflict aren’t solely
those killed, injured or displaced by the
shelling. They’re those impacted by sup-
ply chain disruptions. One of the most
threatening of interruptions is access to
medications.

Since the war began, MK has deliv-
ered more than 140 tons of medication
to the Kharkiv region, individually con-
trolled and distributed it to more than
60,000 patients, supplied 31 hospitals
and evacuated 45 cancer patients to
other areas in Europe.

“As a winterization response, MK

Troy Brooks (left) has raised more
than $1,100 in medical supplies for
James Screven’s upcoming Ukraine
mission trip.

supplied solid-fuel heaters to vulnera-
ble families whose households suffered
damage from the attacks,” Mission
Kharkiv founder Rostislav Filip-
penko said.

In addition, Filippenko noted how
MK constructed a cold-chain warehouse
to facilitate logistics for chemotherapy
medication in the region of Kharkiv.

Currently, Screven is gathering
medical supplies to aid civilian vic-
tims of landmines and bombs that are
disguised to look like toys. During his
trip, he will work with Filippenko, first
assembling the 100 landmine response
kits, and then delivering the kits to
different parts of Ukraine. Screven will
also provide training on the contents of
the kits to new first responders.

“I knew I needed to do more than just
gather supplies and ship them off to
some address,” Screven said.

For his upcoming trip, no medical
background is needed.

Originally from New York, Screven
is now an assistant principal at Ches-
apeake Math and IT (CMIT) Academy
Middle School, a public charter school
in Laurel. CMIT Academy is part of
the Prince George’s County Public
School System.

“I began my teaching career 28 years
ago in New York and moved to Mary-
land 10 years ago to work for the De-
partment of Homeland Security after

my school in New York was closed due
to funding,” Screven said.

Following the Department of
Homeland Security, he worked for the
Maryland judiciary’s education depart-
ment. Afterward, Screven returned
to public school teaching in 2015 at
CMIT Academy.

Screven noted how the Prince
George’s County community answered
warmly and generously.

He had one student — Troy Brooks
— who raised more than $1,100 worth
of supplies by canvassing doctor’s offic-
es, local first responders and the Prince
George’s County 911 dispatchers, along
with family and friends. However, more
is needed. So, he is now turning to the
Anne Arundel County community to
begin the process of assembling the
next group of kits.

Alist of needed medical supplies, in-
cluding the associated links to Amazon,
can be found at www.assistancequkraine.
org or by calling 410-320-1487.

“Any medical supplies they can
provide will go directly to help save the
lives of innocent civilian men, women
and children who are simply looking
to survive this unprovoked invasion of
their country and assault on the right
to sovereignty,” Screven said.

Tax-deductible donations to Mission
Kharkiv can also be made at donorsee.
com/missionkharkiv.

Kinder Farmhouse Invites Guests To A Bygone Era

By Charlie Vigne

rom Easter egg hunting in April to
hay-bale rides in October, Kinder

Farm Park offers a full slate of

family activities throughout the year.

The park is also home to the Kinder
Farmhouse, built in 1929. This building
provided sanctuary for the Kinder fam-
ily, which immigrated from Germany in
1898. Henry and Hilda Kinder and their
six children used their farmland to
grow vegetables to sell in Baltimore. In

the 1940s, Henry and his four sons be-
gan raising farm animals, such as cat-
tle, to make a profit. In 1979, the Kinder
sons sold the remaining farm, about
288 acres, to Anne Arundel County.
Now, the farmhouse functions as a
museum for the park, providing insight
into life during the 1920s and 1930s.
Michael Lowman, a board member
of the Friends of Kinder Farm Park
Historical Society, spoke about the
importance of preserving the history of

Kinder with the farmhouse.

“The whole thing with the park is
to promote the agricultural history
knowledge of the county,” Lowman
said. “Kinder Farm Park is still a
working farm.”

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park,
established in 2010, decided to refur-
bish the farmhouse building in 2010.
By 2011, the process was underway,
and even though the full project took
five years to complete, the farmhouse

opened to the public in May 2014.

Volunteers and donations made the
project possible.

“We renovated the first floor and put
some insulation in the walls,” Low-
man said. “The upstairs was originally
going to be a work area, but with all the
donations of furniture and dishware,
we would open up the upstairs also [for
park goers].”

Kinder Farm Park also houses Exhibit
Hall, which is a museum and visitors
center. The building provides historical,
educational information and artifacts
about agricultural life in the area.

“Some of those items relate to the
farm,” Lowman said. “One of the big
things in there is a large tobacco press
with a tobacco barrel. People don't see
that often.”

The other facility is Tobacco Barn
Museum. Kinder’s historical society
moved and reassembled the barn that
came from another farm. It showcas-
es other farm artifacts with placards
about what each item was used for
during its time period.

Kinder Farm Park is open to the
public seven days a week. The Kinder
farmhouse is also open to the public
on the second Saturday of each month
from 11:00am to 3:00pm.

Kinder Farm recently added
self-guided park tours online. Guests
can also use self-guided booklets for
in-person tours of Kinder. The booklet
features pictures and historical anec-
dotes of the farm while visitors walk
around, Lowman said.

To get involved at Kinder Farm Park,
email contact@kinderfarmpark.org about
upcoming clubs, events and activities.
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Side Street Framers
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Thank you for letting us be your go-to for
gifts, custom framing, and decorating.

New Wood
Maryland
Wall Art

Specializing In:
¢ Custom Picture
Framing

* Shadow Boxes
* Photo Restoration

Our gifts are made locally and throughout the USA.
We are always fully stocked.

410-544-9050 | 558-B Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park

www.sidestreetframers.com

Walk With NAMI

eave your footprint on the local
L landscape of mental health
by participating in the 2023
NAMIWalks Maryland on May 20
from 9:00am to noon at Rash Field,
located at Baltimore’s Inner Harbor.
The event serves as an annual
fundraiser for the National Alliance
on Mental Illness, Anne Arundel
County (NAMI AAC).
Participants walk to raise aware-

ness, to have fun, to support Anne
Arundel County communities, to
increase mental health outreach
efforts, to show recovery is possible,
to reduce stigma, and to bring hope
and help to all.

To become a team captain or start
a new team, visit www.namiwalks.
org/maryland. For more informa-
tion, call 443-569-3498, email info@
namiaac.org or visit www.namiaac.org.

The Missing Collection

» Continued from page 1
science fiction and superhero films and
television shows.

“It started with comics, like for most
kids,” Hearty said of his hobby. “I went
to art school and had an appreciation for
that part of it. I started doing replicas
for myself ... and I realized that for what
[ was putting into a replica, I could have
the real thing, so I started buying the real
thing, and now it has gotten crazy.”

How crazy?

“Everything here has gotten to the
point of being a treasure trove,” he said.
“It’s worth more than my house.”

Some of his most valuable items are
worth more than $25,000, he said. Others
may be worth a few hundred.

He buys from producers, actors and
directors — receiving not only the items
but also memories.

“This is a remnant from my previous
days of chasing autographs from con-
ventions,” he said. “You're chasing these
autographs down and it’s a much more
personal interaction with these people
because you're buying something from
them than, ‘Hey, I'm giving you a couple
bucks and I'm moving through this line
and I'm getting your autograph.’ You end
up becoming friends in some cases.”

One of his favorite encounters was
meeting Greg Nicotero, a special makeup
effects artist known for his work on “The
Walking Dead.”

“Mind like a steel trap,” Hearty said of
Nicotero. “Remembers everything he has
made over the years. And that is alot.”

Hearty has acquired a lot of his props
and costumes through online auctions
and by scouring social media pages. He
makes an offer only if something is pro-
duction- or screen-used.

“There is only one devil, there is only

Left: This screen-used Hellboy
was upgraded in April with uber
horns. Above: One of Chris
Hearty’s most valuable pieces is
this prototype mask of the Green
Goblin from Sam Raimi’s “Spider-
Man” starring Willem Dafoe.

one bunny and there is only one goblin,”
he said, referring to some of his valu-
ables. “Some of these things are made in
multiples, but not a lot of them.”

One of those rare purchases is a suit
worn by Vincent D’Onofrio when he
played Kingpin in Netflix’s “Daredevil”
show. Hearty screen-matched the suit
to a scene where Kingpin was covered in
blood spatter.

The props and costumes that he cur-
rently covets the most are complete sets.

“I don’t want just the helmet anymore,”
he said. “I want head to toe, and I chase a
lot of that.”

To add to his collection, he
must subtract.

“It changes so quick,” he said. “If I want
something better, I have to sell a couple
things to build a war chest basically.”

The hobby was more affordable when
he started. That does not mean people
cannot get into it now. Whether some-
one wants a weapon prop from a science
fiction flick or a fake limb from a hor-
ror film, not everything costs an arm
and aleg.

“If you're getting in at a low level and
want to buy the ear from Killjoys, it’s
like $25 to $50 — not very much money,”
he said. “But you want to start talking
[the cowl of] Big Daddy, $6,000 or $8,000.
You buy a bajillion of these things so
you can buy that. It’s like a game of
upgrades.”

Hearty dubbed his supply “the Missing
Collection” because he sent photos to an
expert for a review and the guy never
responded, hence it was “missing.”

He gets excited when showing the col-
lection to someone for the first time.

“You get all this stuff, you feel so mi-
serly to keep it to yourself,” Hearty said.
“To me, they’re genuine treasures.”
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County Weed Warriors Help Residents Combat Invasives

By Judy Tacyn

€€ ou can’t unsee it,” said Andrea Weir,
Ya Millersville resident in the Park
Retreat community. “Once we knew
what it looked like, we couldn’t go anywhere
without seeing it.”

The “it” Weir spoke of are the vast number of
plants that have taken over parts of her commu-
nity and nearly everywhere she looked.

Weir was working toward her Master Garden-
er certification when she volunteered for weed
eradication events sponsored by Anne Arundel
County. These volunteer events are set up by the
Anne Arundel Weed Resistance (AAWR) team,
an organization dedicated to controlling inva-
sive species that endanger the health of natural
areas. It was there that she met Loretta Jorden,
volunteer coordinator for AAWR, and learned of
the seriousness the problem of invasive plants
pose in the county.

Weir moved into the Park Retreat community
in 2014 while it was being developed. The small
community of 16 homes backs up against the
B&A Trail. To access the trail, residents pass
by a piece of undeveloped land earmarked as
reforestation land. A 1991 act requires develop-
ers to leave a portion of property undeveloped
and designated forestation, conservation or
reforestation.

“Just because something is green and has
flowers doesn’t make it good,” Weir said. “I
walked past this mess for years without giving
much thought about it.”

A sure sign of spring in Maryland are the
flowering trees and vines. But the clusters of small
white flowers (Bradford pear) and lavender vines of
Chinese and Japanese wisteria are not native to Mary-
land or even North America. English ivy and oriental
bittersweet vines eventually take over trees large and
small, wrapping themselves around native trees so
tightly that the tree tissues bend and contort, causing
girdling and adding hundreds of pounds of weight on
fledgling trees.

“We need our native trees,” Weir said. “There are
delicate relationships between native insects and
mammals that have developed over years and years.
When this overgrowth happens, it doesn’t provide any
nutritional or survival benefits for the species that are
supposed to be here.”

Photo by Judy Tacyn
Millersville resident Andrea Weir stood
by a mature tree after vine removal.

County forester Earl Reaves said overpopulation and
inundation of invasive plants in Anne Arundel County
is a huge problem for plant, animal and human life
with no simple solution.

“When our ecosystems become out of balance, the
ripple effect is tremendous,” Reaves said. “Invasive
plants tend to drop harsh pollens that humans are
more allergic to, they produce berries or fruit that do
not contain the nutritional content migrating birds
and small animals need, and some don’t need polli-
nators for reproduction but overtake the plants that

do, which can affect our honeybees, gardens
and farming. The number of ways invasive
plants disrupt our environment is seemingly
infinite.”

English ivy seeds have a 100% germina-
tion rate, making it difficult to eradicate.
Plants and trees like oriental bittersweet
and Japanese honeysuckle were introduced
as landscape plants dating back to the late
1800s. From there, they got into woods,
parks and farms.

“The thing about invasives is that they
don’t have any natural competitors and to-
tally take over,” Weir said. “Excellent exam-
ples can be found all along the B&A trail, or
along routes 100 and 32. When these plants
cover natural vegetation, it is impossible
for the native trees to get light needed for
photosynthesis.”

Weir and her husband, Bob, began the task
of cleaning up their common area using hand
nippers. The process was slow, but results
could be seen almost immediately. Weir con-
tacted county arborists to determine which
trees were invasive and which native trees
could be saved, and then contacted Jorden
for assistance in removing invasives. She also
applied for grants to help cover the costs of
professional cleanup.

Jorden said the top ways residents can
help to mitigate the further infestation of
invasive plants are not buying or planting
invasive species, educating the public and
removing invasive plants from personal

property and shared community spaces, and reaching
out to the Anne Arundel County Weed Resistance
Program for help on identifying and removing un-
wanted plants.

Neighborhood resident Lynda Wittig is part of the
volunteer group working to clean up the common area.

“The area was so overgrown and the need to address
it was obvious and very important,” Wittig said. “We
are thankful that Andrea brought the issue to the
attention of the HOA (homeowners association). At
first, it seemed like an impossible task, but it’s amaz-
ing what’s already been done.”

To learn more or for assistance, visit www.
anne-arundel-weed-resistance.org or contact 410-424-
8294 or annearundelwr@gmail.com.

Good Fences And Contracts Make Good Neighbors

By Lisa M. Bogan-Reohr
and David V. Diggs
tis amazing how many fences
I surround people’s yards in Severna
Park. Sometimes the fences are
there to keep dogs from roaming or

age, rather than prohibit, neighborly
meetings and chatting over the fence.
A good contract is like a good fence.
We don’t tend to consider them until
necessary. A good contract helps keep
the peace between the contracting

fair dealing.

Whether a contract is oral or written,
mutual assent between the parties is
necessary. And in every contract, the
law implies a duty of good faith and

Contract law is complicated, despite

the other party.

Contracts, if written, should have un-
ambiguously drafted language so that
should a breach occur, the promises
and obligations of the parties are clear.
Clearly drafted language can prevent a

little children from running into a busy
street. Sometimes the fence is there due
to a law, such as those requiring pools
to be surrounded by a fence to protect
children from entering a pool without
adult supervision and accidentally
drowning. Sometimes people just want
privacy. So long to the happy days of
cutting through backyards when one is
late for school.

The saying “Good fences make good
neighbors” is an expression dating from
at least 1640, meaning that having a
clear and respected boundary between
one’s yard and a neighbor’s yard helps
to keep the peace between the neigh-
bors. I picture a low stone wall or fence
preventing one person’s pigs from
strolling over and ravaging the neigh-
bor’s crops, thereby keeping the neigh-
bors happy. Hopefully, our Severna
Park fences are low enough to encour-

parties by specifying the terms of

their agreement so that the parties get
exactly what they want and there is

no misunderstanding. A valid contract
results from a “meeting of the minds,”
as my contracts professor used to say. A
good contract is enforceable when one
party breaches.

Maryland law defines a contract as “a
promise or set of promises for breach
of which the law gives a remedy, or
the performance of which the law in
some way recognizes as a duty.” The
requirements for a contract are that
there is an offer (one party promises to
do or refrain from doing something),
an acceptance (words or actions of the
other party indicating his or her assent
to the terms of the offer), and consider-
ation (the value given or received in the
exchange). A simple example is pay-
ment in exchange for goods or services.

this oversimplified description. A
breach of contract occurs when a party
fails to perform a contractual obliga-
tion in whole or in part. In a lawsuit
for breach of contract, the damages
awarded are the amount necessary to
make the non-breaching party whole,
which would mean in the same position
as if the contract had been performed
as agreed upon. Sometimes the award
is “specific performance,” in which the
court compels a party to follow through
on the action he or she promised.
Another remedy is one found in
equity, called quantum meruit. In these
cases, one party sues the other to recov-
er the reasonable value of the services
he or she performed but for which he
or she was not paid. Usually, quantum
meruit is applicable when there is no
written contract, and one party is “un-
justly enriched” by the performance of

misunderstanding between the parties
and will allow a court to objectively in-
terpret a contract in dispute. Many pit-
falls can be avoided by an attorney who
is able to “express with definiteness and
certainty the nature and extent of the
parties’ obligations.”

If you need a well-drafted contract or you
are concerned that a contract to which you
are a party has been breached, you should
consult an attorney who is familiar with
this area of the law and who will assist
you in making informed decisions. David
Diggs is experienced in drafting contracts
and finding resolutions when a breach of
contract has occurred. If you need further
information regarding this subject, contact
The Law Office of David V. Diggs LLC,
located at 8684 Veterans Highway, Suite
204, in Millersville, by calling 410-244-1171
or emailing david@diggslaw.com.
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Bags, Budgets And Other Bills

Editor’s Note:
This article went
to print before the
council meet-

ing on May 1.

he Anne
Arundel
County

Council has been

discussing a bill

that would ban

most plastic bags
at the point of sale in our county. Com-
plete bag bans, fees on plastic bags, or
hybrids of both, have been initiated in ju-
risdictions and states across the country.
In Maryland, there is no statewide ban or
fee structure for plastic bags.

Bill 19-23 is a hybrid model, banning
most plastic bags, and requiring a 10-cent
fee for each paper bag be charged to the
consumer, in most situations. The bill
has been amended several times since its
original introduction, based on testimony
from the public and industry input. Bag
ban rollouts have been far from perfect in
other jurisdictions. New Jersey imple-
mented the most aggressive bag ban,
neglecting to consider various circum-
stances like grocery delivery or curbside
pickup, where the consumer is not present
with a reusable bag or bags. California im-
plemented legislation that banned plastic
bags that are considered too thin for reuse
and break easily. Those are bags that are
less than 2.25 mils thick and cannot with-
stand 125 uses. Which begs this question:
are all plastic bags “one use?”

Will a plastic bag ban eliminate plastic
bags from our landfills and processing
centers? In the numerous scenarios in
which a plastic bag is reused, the answer
is “no.” Consumers who use these bags

Amanda Fielder
Councilwoman
District 5

for pet waste cleanup, liners for small
trash cans, transporting of items, etc. will
likely replace these with other plastic bags
packaged and available in most retailers.
Bill 19-23, as amended, does not ban
plastic bags for food services within Anne
Arundel County Public Schools, bags

used for bakery goods, raw meat, seafood,
newspapers, flowers, hanging garments
or dry-cleaned clothes. Restaurants are
exempt from the 10-cent paper bag fee.

The council continues to deliberate
the plastic bag ban and special events
permitting bill, which has also received
a considerable amount of input from the
public and stakeholders. Bill 13-23 will
require any special event (athletic event,
parade, concert, etc.) with 500 or more
attendees — that is not regularly occur-
ring, uses county roads, or right of ways,
or uses county services and personnel —
to go through a permitting process with
the county. Detailed information from
the event organizer will be required in
advance of the special event and reviewed
by the county for approval.

The county will be required to commu-
nicate, in a timely fashion, any matters
that may be cause for a permit denial, but
the county will have the final decision
in allowing or prohibiting these types of
events. The Anne Arundel County Fair,
Maryland Renaissance Festival, special
events held indoors, events at county
parks, agritourism events and funeral
processions have been exempted from the
legislation.

Also in discussion by the council is Bill
24-23, which I introduced in early April.
This is a follow-up piece of legislation,
based on the overwhelming approval by
county voters, to allow Anne Arundel
County Council members to serve three
» Continued on page 23

Victories In Economic
Prosperity, Health
Care And More

. s your
Dawn Gile state sen-
Senator ator,[am
District 33 pleased to report

on the legislative
victories and his-
toric progress we
made for Mary-
land during the
445th legislative
session, conclud-
ed in April.
Despite
increased economic uncertainty and
difficult budgetary decisions, we made
historic investments in public education,
created a path to economic prosperity for
working families, improved health care
delivery, and invested in Maryland values
through a responsible and balanced
budget. Every decision we made this year
was from a lens of expanding opportunity
for as many residents as possible, and
I am proud to say we accomplished our
objectives.

Working alongside my colleagues in
the House of Delegates, I secured more
than $1 million in capital funding for the
communities in District 33. Among the
projects that received funding were the
restoration of the historic Severna Park
train station building, the Anne Arundel
County Food Bank and the Anne Arundel
County Fairgrounds. These investments
were made possible by bipartisan coop-
eration and a balanced budget of $63.1
billion, which allocated resources to crit-
ical areas such as tax relief, public safety,

Saving The BOOST Program

Rachel Muiioz
Delegate
District 31

he 2023
Maryland
legisla-

tive session

has ended. For
me, one of the
most important
actions that was
taken was the
preservation of
the Broadening
Options and
Opportunities
for Students Today (BOOST) program.
School choice in Maryland is available
for those who can afford it. BOOST is
a small part of Maryland’s budget that
provides the same opportunities to
those who would otherwise not have
that same choice.

Since 2016, Maryland has offered
families with limited incomes access
to scholarships through the BOOST
scholarship program. BOOST gives
families of kindergarten students
through high school seniors the
opportunity to select a non-public
school for their children if that is the

best educational fit for their children’s
needs. The program puts more options
within reach for Maryland families
and children, particularly those who
are most in need. These scholarships
have helped about 20,000 students
since 2016.

Despite the life-changing success
stories, BOOST was slated for the
chopping block this year. Governor
Wes Moore’s budget proposal cut fund-
ing for BOOST by 20% — from $10
million to $8 million — and included
language that would phase out the
program entirely. To me, this made
no sense as it would hurt the poorest,
most vulnerable children in Maryland.

We heard countless stories of
children who were trapped in fail-
ing schools, violent schools, and just
trying to escape an environment of
bullying. BOOST gives families the
opportunity to send their children
to a school that will maximize their
potential.

A group of House and Senate
Republicans and Democrats came
together to call for the full funding of

the BOOST program and press for the
removal of the phase-out language. In
the end, the BOOST program received
$11.5 million in Fiscal Year 2024, with
$9 million going to scholarships and
$2.5 million available to participating
schools for safety, textbooks, nurses
and other school health expenses.
This reflects another $1.5 million in
funding for the program. Additionally,
language that would have phased out
the BOOST program was removed.
In 2024, [ will again work to make
sure BOOST is funded and becomes
permanent.

Saving BOOST this legislative
session was, without question, one
of the most important and critical
actions taken. Saving this program
and restoring funding will have an
impact far beyond 2023 for Maryland.
Each child who receives an education
through BOOST will be an enduring
reminder of the importance of this
vital program. I am proud to have
contributed to saving this program for
the citizens of the 31st district and all
of Maryland.

health care coverage, education, and
initiatives related to addressing climate
change, while still putting money in the
rainy day fund.

At the outset, | want to highlight the
seven bills I sponsored and passed with
bipartisan support:

1. Preserve Telehealth Access Act of
2023 (SB534): This bill extends the flex-
ibilities for telehealth that were put into
state law during the pandemic, allowing
health care providers to continue deliv-
ering safe, reliable care via telehealth at
the right place, right time and the right
modality for patients.

2. Child Care Providers - Regis-
tration and Licensing - Exemptions
(SB280/HB2g2): This bill eases unnec-
essary licensing burdens for military
spouses who provide in-home child
care and expands child care options for
military families.

3. Income Tax Checkoff - Maryland
Veterans Trust Fund (SB354/HB316):
This bill offers Maryland taxpayers the
option to contribute to the Maryland
Veterans Trust Fund (MVTF) on their
annual state tax returns, providing
the MVTF with additional funding to
expand the important work it is already
providing in the state.

4. Public Health - Parkinson’s
Disease - Advisory Committee and
Website (SB584/HB703): This bill re-
quires the Maryland Parkinson’s Disease
Registry Advisory Committee to estab-
lish a website that includes information
on Parkinson’s disease incidences in the
state and provides recommendations on
creating a registry that researchers can
use to learn more about the disease.

5.Maryland Audiology, Hearing
Aid Dispensing, Speech-Language
Pathology, and Music Therapy Act -
Definitions and Application (SB449/
SBgo1): This bill updates the ability for
certain providers to prescribe hearing
aids, so Marylanders get to reap the
intended benefits of the expanded access
to devices.

6. Alcoholic Beverages — Manufac-
turer’s Licenses and Off-Site Permits
(SB448/SB595): This bill extends
flexibilities to Maryland distilleries,
wineries, and breweries that allows them
to deliver and directly ship the products
they produce to Marylanders as well as
sell their products to Marylanders off
the manufacturers’ premise without a
restrictive volume cap.

7. Real Property - Limitations on
Summoning Law Enforcement or
Emergency Services — Prohibition
(SB450/HB215): This bill would bar local

» Continued on page 20
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Victories In Economic Prosperity,
Health Care And More

» Continued from page 19
nuisance laws that threaten the ability of
a resident to get help during an emergen-
cy for fear of losing their home.

Let’s now explore the key matters that
were tackled during the session. The
2023 legislative session of the Maryland
General Assembly saw significant prog-
ress made in addressing several pressing
challenges that are confronting the state,
specifically:

Expanding Opportunity for
Working Families. One of the most
noteworthy changes implemented was
the acceleration of the minimum wage
increase to $15 per hour. This change
aims to enhance the financial stability of
working families and boost the economy
by increasing the disposable income of
low-wage earners who are likely to spend
it within their local communities.

In addition to this, the General Assem-
bly expanded the Earned Income and
Child Tax Credits, providing additional
support to those who require it the most.
Another positive change made was in the
policies on paid family and medical leave,
aimed at providing greater economic
security for working families.

Improving the Delivery of Behav-
ioral Health Services. Another priority
for the General Assembly was improving
and modernizing behavioral health care
in Maryland. The Senate advanced a bi-
partisan behavioral health care package,
which included fully funding the 988 cri-
sis hotline, extending collaborative care
between primary and behavioral health
care providers, expanding wraparound
services for children and youth most at-
risk, creating systems for comprehensive
community behavioral health clinics,
preserving affordable access to telehealth
services, allowing for creative health care
for Maryland’s highest-need patients,
and planning for a 21st century behavior-
al care delivery system.

Safeguarding Reproductive Free-
dom. Significant emphasis was placed
on health care and reproductive rights,
resulting in the passage of several bills
aimed at safeguarding access to care and
enshrining reproductive freedom in the
state’s laws. Notably, one of these bills
proposed a constitutional amendment
that would ensure Maryland continues
to lead the way in protecting the rights
of women and families so they can make
their own health care decisions. It is
important to note that the constitutional
amendment must be approved by voters
in the 2024 election and will appear on
the ballot as a referendum measure.

Enhancing Public Safety Through
Gun Safety. To address the issue of gun
violence, the General Assembly passed
several bills to promote responsible fire-
arm ownership. These measures included
prohibiting carrying firearms in sensitive
public locations (such as schools and day
cares), promoting proper storage of fire-
arms, and tracking surrendered firearms.

gy and actively reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. The state allocated substan-
tial funds toward various clean energy
programs, including the Maryland Solar
Grant Program and the Clean Energy
Jobs Initiative.

Maryland also became a leader in
offshore wind energy with the passage
of the POWER Act, which aimed to gen-
erate billions of dollars in investments
and create thousands of jobs. This was a
significant step in achieving a resilient
and affordable energy future. Addition-
ally, the General Assembly made long
overdue updates to Maryland’s Forest
Conservation Act.

Establishing a Framework for
Legalized Recreational Cannabis. With
the legalization of recreational cannabis
approved by voters in the 2022 elec-
tions, Maryland created a framework to
regulate, license and tax the recreational
cannabis market in an equitable way,
which will promote economic growth
and job creation in the state, while also
ensuring that cannabis is regulated in a
responsible and safe manner.

Demanding Justice for Victims of
Child Sex Abuse. The Child Victims Act,
which eliminates the statute of limita-
tions for civil lawsuits associated with
child sexual abuse and establishes addi-
tional avenues for justice for survivors,
is a much-needed reform that has been
long overdue. This historic legislation will
finally enable survivors to seek justice
and reparations for the trauma they
have endured.

Reforming the 529 College Saving
Plans. In addition to these measures,
the General Assembly also reformed the
Maryland 529 Prepaid College Trust,
creating a claims process for impact-
ed account holders and incentivizing
the phase-out of the Prepaid College
Trust in favor of other Maryland 529
plans that have consistently performed
without issue.

Standing with Those Who Served.
The legislature took steps to provide
better support to veterans and the
National Guard, including increasing
tax exemptions for military retirement
income and establishing a voluntary
contribution program to support the
Maryland Veterans Trust Fund. The
Health Care for Heroes Act of 2023
provides monthly grants to subsidize
health insurance for Maryland National
Guard members, which is a much-need-
ed benefit for those who have served
their country. The General Assembly
also enacted emergency legislation to
address disturbing widespread reports of
abuse and mistreatment of veterans at
the Charlotte Hall Veterans Home.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to
me in the future for any concerns or sug-
gestions you may have.

During the interim, I will continue to
hold office hours to meet with constitu-
ents, and [ am also available to speak at

community association meetings or other
local gatherings. You can contact my office
directly at dawn.gile@senate.state.md.us or
410-841-3568.

Protecting the Environment. Mary-
land took commendable steps toward
addressing climate change by making
strategic investments in renewable ener-

410.757.7600
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Short-Term
Stays

Life at Spring Arbor is about living your life to the fullest. Everyday we offer our residents
a social calendar full of, wellness programs, community outings and entertainment.
Residents are inspired to enrich their lives with activities for the mind, body and spirit with
an emphasis on wellness. Our community is more like an extension of your family, where
caring professionals are here to lend a helping hand. We nurture independence and
help our residents thrive in a private safe and comfortable setting they are proud to call
home. Let our family serve your family with professional and compassionate care.

Severna Park Crofton
345 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 1495 Riedel Road, Crofton, MD 21114
410-544-7774 410-451-1140

Senior Assisted Living Memory Care
www.springarborliving.com
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OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS SINCE 1947
CALL OR TEXT US FOR AN APPOINTMENT

410-4897-6650
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s free Skinceuticals® cleanser of your choice

Schedule Your Complimentary Consultation Today
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Offers Valid May 1- 31, 2023

Schedule Your Book Your Love How You
Consultation Treatments Look & Feel

537-B Baltimore Annapolis Blvd. Severna Park, MD 21146
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Making Strides With Behavioral Health

ith so
Heather much
Bagnall hap-
Delegate pening this
District 33C session, it’s hard

to know where
to focus, asa
legislative wrap-
up would require
far more than a
few paragraphs,
so given the con-
straints of limit-
ing my thoughts
to a single subject, I'll begin when Ilast
ended, with the issue of behavioral health.
As anyone who follows my contribu-
tions is aware, I have a particular passion
for the expansion of behavioral health
resources, particularly for our adolescent
population. However, with the fever
pitch of the session, you may have missed
something significant that occurred about
halfway through. With the shuffling of
legislators joining the administration of
Governor Wes Moore, I was honored to be
appointed as the new chair of the Public
Health and Minority Health Disparities
subcommittee, and I am thrilled to say

Bags, Budgets
And Other Bills

» Continued from page 19

terms. Prior to the 2022 ballot question,
council members were limited to two
terms, or eight consecutive years. Along
with those two terms was a pension vest-
ing requirement of 10 years, meaning a
councilmember could not vest for pension
benefits based on their elected time in
office. With the potential of three terms,
council members can now serve up to 12
consecutive years.

Bill 24-23 changes the vesting period
for councilmembers from 10 years to 14
years, continuing the inability for coun-
cilmembers to receive a pension based
on years in elected office. There is a fiscal
impact for every employee in our pension
system, and a pension system is import-
ant for our employees. A term-limited
elected role is one of service to the com-
munity and should be structured in a way
that has limited impacts on the taxpayer.

Taxes, fees and county spending will be
at the forefront of council discussions for
May. On May 1, County Executive Steuart
Pittman presented his Fiscal Year 2024
budget, and it then moved to the council
for a busy 45 days of discussion. Once
the budget is introduced as a formal bill,
the council will hear from each county
department and residents as we work
through the details of what is proposed.

The county council cannot add to the
budget but is strictly limited to cutting
the budget. If proposed cuts are adopted
by a majority of the council, the budget
will either be reduced by the proposed
amount or the administration will
reinvest the dollars into another area,
with council approval, in a supplemental
budget. The county council is set to “strike
the budget” on June 14.

You can always reach out to me on these
bills and any other piece of legislation
or constituent needs at amanda.fiedler@
aacounty.org.

that behavioral health was a big winner at
this session.

Even before the new appointment, |
had established an aggressive legislative
agenda for behavioral health, building on
the advocacy work [ had done last year. It
was clear, even from the campaign trail,
that there was a new energy in support of
mental health investment, having seen an
increase in need following the pandemic,
and a significant workforce shortage exac-
erbated by burnout, licensing delays, low
reimbursement rates, and the continued
issues with Optum, which had put many
of our providers in financial jeopardy.

This session marked a significant
commitment, not only from the General
Assembly, but also the Moore adminis-
tration, to build a world-class behavioral
health system based on best practices. If
this sounds familiar, it’s because  had a
bill last year that did not make it across
the finish line. However, every element of
last year’s Behavioral Health System Mod-
ernization Act passed this year, and then
we did even more. So, what did we do?

We invested $12 million into the 988
system to create grants for local call
centers to ensure that calls from Mary-

land will be answered by call centers in
Maryland. [ was the cosponsor and cham-
pioned the House bill across the chamber
when the bill sponsor was appointed to
the Senate. We passed a Mental Health
Workforce Fund, modeled after other
states, which establishes a commission to
make recommendations to develop our
mental health workforce, and a fund to
address training, recruitment and reten-
tion of providers.

Last month, I wrote about the Collab-
orative Care Model, which establishes
behavioral health providers in primary
care settings — it passed. I've previously
written about the need to expand our
home- and community-based high fidelity
wraparound services for adolescents
with complex behavioral health needs.
We passed that bill as well. Last year, I
attempted to pass a bill to streamline the
process for psychologists whose doctor-
ates were in a non-clinical field to re-spe-
cialize to be clinicians and address the
workforce shortage. The governor signed
that bill into law the day after Sine Die.

In 2021, I put in a bill to give the Mary-
land Insurance Administration enforce-
ment authority after Optum repeatedly

failed to pay clean claims. Because it was

a corrective measure, it was meant to
sunset this year, but because Optum has a
contract until 2024, I put in an emergency
bill to extend the sunset to protect and
stabilize our provider network.

Dawn Gile, our new District 33 sen-
ator, was also integral in passing the
Preserve Telehealth Act, which was also
encompassed in House Bill 1148, the
Behavioral Health Model for Maryland,
which creates a four-year commission
to look at every aspect of the behavioral
health system.

We also worked with the new secretary
of health, who is undertaking a massive
audit of our behavioral health resources to
update the crisis bed registry and create
better care coordination across our behav-
ioral health spectrum.

We had other efforts that did not make
it across the finish line, but this session
represents the largest investment in
behavioral health in a generation and
a commitment from this body and this
administration. It’s the completion of a
promise [ made to our district five years
ago. It is my great honor to do this work,
and I'm grateful to be your delegate.

End Of Session: An Open Letter

Dana Jones
Delegate
District 30A

ear
neighbor,
Itisan

amazing privi-
lege to represent
Maryland’s
District 30A in
the legislature,
and this year,
we have accom-
plished so much
for the district
and our state. As
I serve you in the General Assembly, my
promise to you continues to be driven by
my steadfast commitment to promoting,
fighting and advocating for the needs of
our community.

I'm proud to say that the speaker’s
office and my fellow colleagues have
entrusted me with several new leadership
positions. This session, I was appointed
to the Appropriations Committee, and to
vice chair the subcommittee on Health
and Social Services. Additionally, my
colleagues in Anne Arundel County voted
me vice chair of the county delegation,
my fellow women legislatures elected me
first vice president of the women’s caucus,
and the speaker appointed me to the joint
committee on Administrative, Executive
and Legislative Review. These positions
will allow me to continue to serve the
district more effectively, as you will see
in the report below on this 445th legisla-
tive session.

[ want to review this session’s high-
lights and accomplishments — including
the eight of 14 bills I sponsored that
passed the House, and some of the 60 bills
I co-sponsored. In addition, I will break
down the $27 million in funding that I
and our senator, in coordination with the
governor, have secured for projects to
better the infrastructure and economy of
this district.

This session was a huge step in safe-
guarding rights, our safety and economic

security.  was proud to partner and
co-sponsor the following 10 critical pieces
of legislation with Governor Wes Moore
to deliver for our state:

« The SERVE Act will create a first-in-
the-nation service year option to boost
volunteering among young people to
give back to our communities.

The Family Prosperity Act tackles child
poverty by permanently extending the
Earned Income Tax Credit.

With the Fair Wage Act, Maryland
will raise the minimum wage to $15 an
hour, benefiting 160,000 workers.

The Innovation Economy Infrastruc-
ture Act will provide grants to entre-
preneurs to break into new modern
industries to help boost the economy.
Through the Maryland Educator
Shortage Act of 2023, Maryland will
help train, recruit and retain highly
trained educators for our schools and
child care facilities as well as help pro-
vide better behavioral health services
to students

Office of Statewide Broadband —
Study of Broadband Expansion
Incentives will be essential to devel-
oping data-driven policies to ensure
that we close the digital divide in all
communities.

The Access to Banking Act will expand
access to capital and financial services
for individuals and small businesses
in low-income communities across

the state.

The Clean Transportation and Energy
Act takes on one of the largest contrib-
utors to climate change and transpor-
tation-related emissions that have a
disproportionate impact on our most
vulnerable residents.

The Healthcare for Heroes Act and
Keep our Heroes Home Act provide
veterans under 55 with the largest state
tax cut in a generation and will cut
health care costs for members of the
Maryland National Guard.

We crafted and passed a balanced bud-
get that includes $122 million to aid local
police departments; $40 million will go
toward state support for crime victim ser-
vices of domestic violence, rape and other
crimes; $160 million toward supporting
state parks and forests; $60 million
toward Chesapeake Bay restoration; and
almost $200 million reserved for tax relief
including funding for the Earned Income
Tax Credit, the Child Tax Credit and new
tax cuts for veterans.

Looking Forward

With the 445th legislative session be-
hind us, I am looking forward to spending
time again engaging directly with you
in our community. As I have said many
times, I don’t take this responsibility
lightly or casually. As I carry out my work
for you every day, my motivation and
mission are always the same — how can
we continue to strengthen the amazing
community we all live in. I pledge to
continue working in the best interests of
the entire district, as I have for the last
three years.

I will be attending community events
throughout the interim, and I hope to
see you around the district soon. You can
see our ever-changing schedule of events
by going to www.danajones3oa.com or my
social media (that you can find via my
website) where [ will be adding events
regularly.

To stay up to date on the happenings
here in the district, sign up for my news-
letter via my website and please stay in
touch with me throughout the year. If you
need constituent assistance, call or email
the office at 410-841-3211 or dana.jones@
house.state.md.us.

Stay safe and healthy.

Movre than half of this column was
removed because of space limita-
tions. Find the full letter by visiting
the online sources listed above.
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In 2023, Dr. Allan Rutzen is celebrating 30 years of
providing exceptional ophthalmology eye care to his
patients. Eye care you can trust! Call us today!

Conveniently located in the Severna Park Market Center
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Bruins Boys Lacrosse Broadneck notched six

unanswered goals in
4 th d half whil
Topples Rival Falcons CvertngSevene
Park’s offense.
By Tom Worgo

usic was blaring in the locker room, and there wasn’t
M a Broadneck boys lacrosse player who hadn’t been
hugged or high-fived as they walked off the field.
The Bruins didn’t win a championship, but it sure
seemed that way.
Broadneck rallied from a three-goal second-half deficit to post a 9-6 victory over
six-time defending Class 4A state champion and rival Severna Park.

The host Bruins scored six unanswered goals and received a pair from both senior Ryan
Salazar and junior attacker Tanner Boone as they stayed a perfect 12-o.

Junior faceoff specialist Graham Hartman won 14 of 18 to play a key role in the win.

“It was a pretty important win and something to feel really good about,” Broadneck coach
Jeff McGuire said.

McGuire knows how tough it can be to beat Severna Park (9-3). Broadneck’s win over the
Falcons last year ended Severna Park’s 12-game winning streak over the Bruins that start-
ed in 2015.

Severna Park coach Dave Earl and his players would love to get another shot at Broad-
neck — and it could come in the county championship game on May 8 when both teams are
expected to meet again.

“We didn’t execute in the second half,” said Earl, referring to his team’s loss to Broadneck.
“Defensively, we played great in the first half, but got away from some things. You have to
catch and throw, and if you don’t, you are not going to win games.”

Senior attacker Ryan LaRocque led Severna Park » Continued on page 36

Severna Park Girls Lacrosse Edges Broadneck

By Tom Worgo

ever get comfortable with a lead
N on defending Class 4A state
champion Broadneck.

That’s the lesson Severna Park coach
Annie Houghton learned on April 28
after the Bruins rallied from a four-goal
deficit in the fourth quarter.

But Houghton had an answer to slow
down Broadneck’s momentum: play
keep away.

Severna Park (9-3) held the ball for
the last three minutes on the perimeter
deep in Bruins’ territory and ran that
time off the clock to hold on for an
8-7 victory over the squad’s neighbor-
hood rival.

“We are up by one. Some people
think, ‘Oh, score another one,” Hough-
ton said. “But it brings you to another
draw. It’s better to hold on to it until
the buzzer goes off.”

Alyssa Chung led Severna Park with
four goals and two assists, teammate
Charlotte Diez totaled three goals and
two assists, Maria Bragg had a goal
and Stella Bordone added an assist.

Olivia Orso paced Broadneck (8-4)
with three goals. Her classmate, Lilly
Kelley, scored two and Lexi Dup-
cak and Lily Trout finished with a
goal apiece.

Severna Park goalie Allison Schia-
vone made 11 saves.

Severna Park led 8-4 with 13:30
remaining before the Bruins connect-
ed for three goals over the next 8:21.
But neither team scored in the last
five minutes.

After the Falcons close their regular
season with games against Chesapeake
and Arundel, they will turn their
attention to the playoffs. The same goes
for Broadneck, which will finish the
regular season with matches against
Old Mill and Southern.

Photos by Victor Raspa
Severna Park held off a fourth quarter surge by rival
Broadneck to earn an 8-7 victory on April 28. The
defending state champion Bruins erased a four-goal
deficit but fell short as the Falcons held the ball for
the final three minutes to run down the clock.
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Park Invite Showcases Track And Field Athletes

Photos courtesy of Naptown Studios

Below Left: Audrey Denton won the girls 5000-meter run. Below Center: Kylee Jenish, Cameron Glebocki, Sarah Kelly and Lexi Ensor all smiled after winning the girls
4x800 meter relay. Below Right: The boys won their 4x800 meter relay, with a team comprised of Liam Hagerty, Christopher Nunn, Cody Smith and Brooks Steppe.

Invite from April 14-15. Although day two was

cut short due to lightning, several of the Fal-
cons athletes enjoyed competing against kids from
more than 50 schools on their home track.

On day one, Kathryn Murphy took first in the
1600-meter run for freshmen and sophomores
(5:31.52), followed by teammate Natalie Bowman
(5:32.67). Jocelyn DiAngelo (5:47.25) and Lila
Sandel (5:47.44) came in fourth and fifth, respect-

S everna Park had a strong showing at the Park

——

THE SHERIDAN
AT SEVERNA PARK

a Senior Lifestyle community

fully. Audrey Denton won the girls 5000-meter run
(19:02.65).

Christopher Nunn earned second place in the
boys 5000-meter run (15:31.34). Lexi Ensor took sec-
ond in the girls one-mile run (5:08.08) and the girls
1600-meter run (5:06.53).

The team of Alaina Kiefer, Andrew Glesmann,
Kasey Thompson and Alexander Abboud came in
third place for mixed shuttle hurdle varsity (1:15.21).

Day two was also full of stellar moments for

Severna Park.

The team of Sarah Kelly, Kylee Jenish, Lexi
Ensor and Cameron Glebocki won the girls 4x800
meter relay for varsity (9:36.45). The boys won their
4x800 meter relay too, with a team comprised of
Liam Hagerty, Christopher Nunn, Cody Smith and
Brooks Steppe (8:08.07).

In the boys 1600-meter run, Sean Sullivan came
in third place (4:27.17). Aaron Morris earned third
place in triple jump.

GARDINER & APPEL

CPAs & ADVISORS

Serving the Greater Severna Park Community for over 40 Years

GROUP, INC.

We are The Sheridan ...
And we would LOVE TO MEET YOU!

Discover what sets us apart from other retirement
communities! Join us at an upcoming event:
Lunch and Learn

Wednesday, May 17 | Noon

Cafe Mezzanotte
760 Ritchie Hwy. | Severna Park, MD 21146

It’s your last chance to save big and take advantage of
exclusive pre-open incentives!

Space is limited.

RSVP today! Call 667-220-6721

134 Ritchie Highway | Pasadena, MD 21122
Assisted Living | Memory Care SeNIoR @
WWW.SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM Rt 16 AT ¢ ey

Karl J. Appel, CPA Debra L. Feather, E.A.  Patrick S. Cassilly, CPA

570 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD 21146
410.647.7777
www.GAgroup.cpa
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PuUt Your HoOme

Introductory
HELOC Rate

2.99%
* $1500 towards closing costs [ APR

* Borrow up to 90% of your home value 6-month intro rate
* NO minimum draw

* 10-year draw with interest only payments %
* 10-year repayment period of principal and - APR?

interest following the 10-year draw period

EqUIty to WorkK

variable rate thereafter

LOANS UP TO $250,000
(for new BofGB HELOC customers 3)

Learn More at BofGB.com/HELOC FDI€ @

DER

Glen Burnie | Crownsville | Linthicum | New Cut | Odenton | Riviera Beach | Severn | Severna Park

The Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will be 2.99% for the first six months. 2After six months, the APR is a variable rate based on the Wall Street Journal (WSJ) Prime rate (currently 8.00%). Rates, terms
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Bruins, Falcons Jockey For Position Atop County Baseball Standings

By Zach Sparks
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

roadneck, Severna Park and North County
B are in a three-way race for two spots in this

year’s baseball county championship game
and only a few games remain to decide which two
will earn a chance for bragging rights heading
into the playoffs.

The Bruins made a statement April 19 by beat-
ing the Falcons 8-7. With that, they avenged an
11-3 loss to the Falcons earlier in the season and
snapped Severna Park’s 12-game win streak.

With clutch hits and loud support from fans
of both teams, the rivalry game was chock full of
playoff-like moments.

After Severna Park’s Nathan Clarke smashed
a two-run home run in the bottom of the seventh
inning to tie the game at 7-7, Broadneck answered
in the eighth inning as Zach Palmer hit an RBI
single up the middle to score the go-ahead run.

Broadneck varsity baseball head coach Matt Skren-
chuk said his team, full of younger players, was nervous
in the first game between the teams but did not back
down this time.

“Yes, Severna Park is a great team, and when they claw
back in, you can obviously lose confidence in yourself,”
he said, “but those guys didn't. They believed that they
could still win, and they found a way to win.”

Sophomore Noah Forman had a timely hit in that
game with a three-run home run, and Nick Cicale added
a two-run bomb.

Despite being a young team, the Bruins have learned
to stay poised.

“I think the team has been so successful this year be-
cause we have had a lot of people step up and take charge
after losing almost a full lineup of seniors last year,”
Forman said. “We also have great resilience.”

Severna Park varsity baseball head coach Eric Milton
attributed the loss to walks surrendered and his team’s
bats going cold at inopportune times.

“We’ve battled back before, but we should never have
been in that position with eight walks and two hit-by-
pitches, so we gave them 10 runners,” he said.

The “beauty of baseball” is that the Falcons had a
chance to rebound. Although they suffered another close
loss, this time to South River the following day, they
rebounded with wins over Crofton and Northeast.

Sean Williams had 10 strikeouts in six innings to
earn the win against the Eagles. Offensively, Clarke led
the Falcons with four RBIs.

When asked what he attributes Broadneck’s success
to, Cicale said, “Our connection. We play baseball like
a family.”

That bond is strengthened during team dinners and

Baseball Team Commemorates
Anniversary Of School’s
First State Championship

Photo by Zach Sparks
Nick Cicale crossed home plate after hitting
a two-run home run for Broadneck in the
sixth inning against Severna Park.

gatherings after every practice, and it has paid off
on the field.

His team continued their dominance with a 5-2
win over Old Mill, a 19-1 victory against Meade
and a 2-o shutout over Southern.

Forman pitched a complete game against Old
Mill and got support from the offense, led by
Cicale’s three hits and two RBIs. Senior Sean
Murphy and junior Devin McGowan each added
a hit and one RBI.

Against Meade, eight of the team’s runs were
driven in by McGowan (five RBIs) and senior
Jack Barber (three RBIs).

Broadneck shut out Southern behind a com-
plete game from Murphy, who notched the 17th win of
his career, a school record. He also contributed to his
cause with two hits.

The Bruins then suffered a minor setback with a 10-4
loss to North County.

“We may have lost last night, but it humbled us in a
way and the fire to win is stronger than ever,” Cicale
said after the loss. “We never give up. Were never out
of a game.”

The Bruins entered May with a 13-2 record and are
confident they can regain their form as long as they
stay focused.

“We've had a lot of success and we can’t let that distract
us from the final goal,” Murphy said. “My job is to just
continue to perform and keep the rest of the guys work-
ing day in and day out.”

Read the full story online.

By Judy Tacyn

oe Cannon Stadium, the longtime
J site for Maryland’s high school boys

baseball playoffs, is less than 10
miles from Severna Park High School, but
for the 2002 Severna Park varsity baseball
team that had just lost a tight 2-1 contest
to South Carroll High School in the state
semifinals, the ride home must have felt
like an eternity. Even the hum of the bus
engine and tires rumbling along the high-
way didn’t break the silence the players
had in their heads. No one spoke. No one
had to. This one hurt. Bad.

Junior pitcher Ryan Doot was on the
mound. South Carroll scored twice in the
first inning; Severna Park scored once.
The rest of the game was a pitcher’s duel
with neither team wanting to flinch.
Neither did and South Carroll went to
the championship game. South Carroll
was ultimately crowned a state champi-
on in 2002.

First baseman Alex Vitale, who was
ajunior, recalls the final gathering of
that team.

“We had our final team meeting, put
our equipment away and turned in our
jerseys,” Vitale said. “I think all of the
juniors felt really bad for the seniors, but
we (the juniors) huddled together and
collectively said, ‘We are not going to do
this again.” We knew we’d be back.”

The core of the team immediately went

into the summer playing together on the
American Legion Post 175 senior team.
Jim McCandless was the head coach of
both the varsity Falcons and the Ameri-
can Legion team. He made sure the team
channeled the frustration of the close loss
into tenaciousness on the field and fueled
the players’ “team first” mentality.

The 2003 spring season went almost
to plan. The 15-3 Falcons came up short
to the 13-3 Old Mill Patriots in the Anne
Arundel County championship on May 8,
2003, losing 2-1. Another close loss for the
Falcons, who were more focused than ever
to bring home the state championship.

The Falcons cruised through regionals
by beating Wilde Lake and Mount Hebron
before a pivotal play against River Hill
by a sophomore starter kept their playoff
hopes alive on May 17, 2003. The Falcons
were up 1-0 in the top of the seventh in-
ning when River Hill first baseman roped
abullet over Andrew Ferris’ head in
left field. Though he had practiced using
a cutoff man hundreds of times, Ferris
barehanded the ball that one-hopped off
the fence and fired a missile perfectly into
the glove of Greg Drenning, covering
second. The River Hill player had expected
a standup double, but instead was met
with an easy tag. The Falcons got two
more outs to earn the 3A East region
championship.

“It was one of those do-or-die situa-

The 2003 state champion Falcons (L-R): (standing) assistant coach Charlie
Becker, assistant coach Scott Rager, Nate Hall, Ryan Doot, Matt Wyble, Alex
Vitale and head coach Jim McCandless, (sitting) bat boy Corey Jensen, Andrew
Jensen, Dan Schmuck, Tommy Howell, Greg Drenning and Mike Zimmerman.

tions,” Ferris remembered. “There was no
time for the cutoff, so I fired it as hard as I
could and luckily it was right on.”

To get to the state championship,
Severna Park would have to face a fa-
miliar opponent — South Carroll. After
the season’s daily reminders that South
Carroll beat them just a year before and
won the state championship, the Falcons
were ready for the rematch. This year, the
ride home from Joe Cannon would be
different. The Falcons unloaded on South
Carroll with six runs in the first two
innings, totaling 11 hits and five doubles
inag-3rout.

The 20-4 Falcons squared off against
the 10-12 Patuxent on May 28, 2003, and
came up on top 7-1 to capture the school’s
first state championship. In a feat that
can only be tied, never broken, Doot (two)
and Howell (three) pitched five complete

playoff games for the Falcons.

After the season, pitcher Tom Howell
and first baseman Vitale earned All-Coun-
ty honors, while Wyble, and outfielders
Andrew Ferris and Andrew Jensen
earned second team All-County honors.
Vitale would ultimately be named Player
of the Year, McCandless Coach of the Year,
and Howell first team. Ferris and Doot
earned second team. Vitale ended his se-
nior season with a staggering .574 batting
average, the third-highest in the state.

“[The coaches] knew that team was spe-
cial,” said former assistant coach Charlie
Becker. “They were good in 2002, but that
loss to South Carroll made them mentally
stronger, and that’s what took them to the
next level. They wanted it for each other.”

The Falcons captured their second state
championship in 2005.

Read the full story online.
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Bruins Beat Severna Park For
Second Time This Season

Photo by Zach Sparks

Abby Favazza had a double and a run scored in Broadneck’s win over Severna Park.

Both Teams Add To Win
Total Prior To Playoffs

n a back-and-forth game,
I Broadneck’s softball squad was
able to pull away from rival
Severna Park to win on the road,
5-3, April 19.

Senior Addi Hurst led the Bruins
with four RBIs, including a two-run
home run. Allie Weibley hit two
doubles, and Abby Favazza and
Sam Waters each hit one as well.

Bella Hererra got the Bruins on
the board with a RBI in the second
inning, driving Favazza home. Ma-
layna Owens made two great plays
in right field. In the first inning, she
made a diving catch, and then in the
sixth inning, she made a putout at
first base on a line drive, thwarting
a potential Severna Park rally.

Favazza, the team’s catcher,
and shortstop Mara Gilkey com-
bined for yet another out at second
as a runner tried to steal in the
third inning.

In the fourth inning, Herrera
snagged a line drive and doubled off
the runner at second with a throw to
Waters at second base.

Pitcher Hailey Adamson went
four innings with five strikeouts and
three runs scored. Waters relieved
her in the fifth inning, striking out

three and allowing no runs.

Following that game, the Bruins
continued their strong play during
a five-game win streak. They en-
joyed a 10-2 win over Old Mill, a
26-7 victory over Meade, a 12-2 win
over Southern and a 6-2 victory over
North County to bring their record
to 10-8 as of late April.

The Old Mill game came on
senior night. Julia Kouhi walked
three times and had a single. Hurst
walked twice, singled and doubled
to finish with three RBIs. Adrianna
Compofelice had three hits. Sam
Sprouse walked four times and
had three stolen bases. Weibley hit
a three-run inside-the-park home
run. Lily Kisling led the team
with six RBIs.

Severna Park won their next
matchup, 19-5 over South River, be-
fore losing 4-1 to Crofton and 10-0
to Northeast. The Falcons dropped
to 8-7 as of late April.

Savannah Drummond’s five
hits led Severna Park during the
win over South River, and the team
exploded in the seventh inning
with eight runs. Drummond, Alexa
Jimeno, Addison Bianco, Austyn
Lundfelt and Skyla Hailey all had
multiple hits.

Both teams look to finish the
regular season strong from now
through May 5.
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STUDENT-ATHLETE

MICHAEL CARPARELL]

SEVERNA PARK HIGH SCHOOL
BASEBALL AND BASKETBALL

By Zach Sparks
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

fter moving to Severna Park in the fourth
Agrade, Michael Carparelli learned that
his former league was representing Rhode
Island in the Little League World Series in William-
sport, Pennsylvania.
While he may have missed out on that oppor-
tunity, he’s making memories this year with the

= 5

OF THE MONTH

— — == =
Playing baseball allows me to build great friendships and make memories, which
last a lifetime. I also enjoy how it makes me feel mentally. It's a simple game with
a lot of strategy involved, and you really need to stay focused at all times because
anything can happen. I'm very grateful to be part of such a winning program, and

the teammates I have on this team are very supportive of each other.”

— MICHAEL CARPARELLI

Falcons baseball team.

The senior outfielder has provided a spark for the
Severna Park offense this year. Through his first
10 games, he batted .414 with three home runs,
11 RBIs, a .433 on-base percentage and only three
strikeouts in 31 plate appearances. He emerged
early in the season, driving in eight runs against
Mount St. Joseph during a game in March.

When he’s not on the field, he is in the dugout,
supporting his teammates and leading by example.

“He just comes to work every day and does
everything on and off the field,” said Eric Milton,
head coach of Severna Park’s varsity baseball team.
“I had a conversation with him today [before the
Broadneck game in April] because he was play-
ing the field but didn’t get to hit. I DH’d for him.
And he’s like, ‘Whatever you need, coach.” That’s
the kind of kid he is. Just a great teammate and
great kid.”

Not only is he selfless, but he exudes confidence
and instills that in others.

“I tend to be very vocal on the field when it comes
to helping my teammates make plays, as well as

uplifting them after mistakes,” Carparelli said. “My
brother, [Nick], who also played on the team, was
also very vocal and always shared his opinions with
teammates. [ liked that, and sort of adopted it.”

Carparelli also spent four years playing bas-
ketball, with the last two as a guard on the
varsity team.

“Playing basketball was what I did most of the
time outside of school, although I have become
more passionate about baseball this year because of
the success we are having as a team,” he said.

That passion is not just evident by wins and
losses. He wants to cherish the experiences
along the way.

“Playing baseball allows me to build great friend-
ships and make memories, which last a lifetime,”
Carparelli said. “I also enjoy how it makes me feel
mentally. It’s a simple game with a lot of strategy
involved, and you really need to stay focused at all
times because anything can happen. I'm very grate-
ful to be part of such a winning program, and the
teammates [ have on this team are very supportive
of each other.”

BB REALTOR

MARYLAND'S #1 CENTURY 21 TEAM

WE SUPPORT AND EMPOWER OUR COMMUNITY TO NAVIGATE THEIR REAL ESTATE
JOURNEY SO THAT THEY CAN ACHIEVE WHAT MATTERS MOST TO THEM NOW.

833.WYBLE.21 | WYBLETEAM.COM | 8530 VETERANS HWY STE 300, MILLERSVILLE, MD 21108

The Voice's Student-Athlete of the Month is proudly sponsored by Wyble Team of Century 21 New Millenium.
Contact Zach Sparks at zach@severnaparkvoice.com to nominate a local student making a positive impact through sports.

HONOR

— THOSE WHO —

SERVED

You don’t have to go far to find someone who has
a heroic family member that has served this
great nation. Our veterans served so we may be
safe and free, and we will never forget.
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SummenCamps}2023!

Camps forages 3 ¥z - 5 years old and 6 & up. Monday thru Friday 9:00am to 2:00pm
Bring a Snack, Lunch and Drinks with you each day.

Week 1 June 19 - June 23
Amazing Avatar

A worrier with a mighty heart
beat, Jake lives with his new

family in the village. We must protect and treat each
other as our own people. Once a threat returns, Jake
must work with Neytiri to protect their family home.

Week 2 June 26 - June 30
Cheer/Tumble

Week 3 July 3 - July 7 (Closed Monday, July 4)
Animal Adventure

From farm animals to pets

and unusual animals, our

children at all ages love

animals! Animals have homes and families. Animals are
an adventure as they introduce us to textures, social
skills, jobs, relationships, responsibilies and more.

Week 4 July 10- July 14

Calling all Cheerleaders!!! They will be introduced to
beginner through advanced
level cheers, jumps, tumbling,
stunts, dances, chants and
more. Join us for an exciting
week of cheer and lots of
fun Arts and Crafts.

Puss in Boots

When Puss in Boots

discovers hat his passion

for adventure has taken

its toll and he has burned through eight of his
nine lives, he launches an epic journey to restore
them by finding the mythical Last Wish.

S¥216iNajolesiRdIMillersyilleYMD}21108
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Coaches Creatively Communicate With
Student-Athletes Regarding Mental Health

Use Array Of Methods To "Check-In" With Athletes

By Kevin Murnane

oday’s student-athletes have a full-
T er schedule, more pressure, and the

effects of social media compared to
athletes of previous generations.

To begin to assist with coping with
those mental health issues, high school
coaches are now using an array of com-
munication skills to help athletes handle
the rigors of juggling school and sport
aside from physically preparing them for
practice and games.

“At Broadneck, we use a multitude of
methods to stay in touch with our play-
ers,” said head girls lacrosse coach Katy
Kelley. “We have the players use ‘jour-
naling’ as a method to write down their
feelings and fears throughout the week
and they share those feelings with other
players and coaches.”

One of the new methods that Broad-
neck has utilized is forming a Morgan’s
Message club at the Cape St. Claire
campus. Morgan’s Message Foundation
was formed after a Duke lacrosse player,
Morgan Rodgers, committed suicide in
2019. After a horrific knee injury sidelined
her from playing, Rodgers felt that she
had lost touch with her teammates and
felt she was not contributing to the team,
which led to severe depression. The foun-
dation wants to expand dialogue for those
who suffer in silence and support those

who feel alone.

“We had 81 students attend our recent
Morgan Message meeting and it’s one of
the ways we are listening to the concerns
and anxieties of today’s athletes,” said
coach Kelley.

At Severn School, head girls lacrosse
coach Kathy Rudkin uses a multitude of
approaches to ensure her players have an
outlet for any mental health concerns.

“I'm a big mental health advocate, and
all of my coaches continuously talk to
the players regarding the pressures they
are facing and provide advice on how to
handle those pressures that come with
being a student-athlete and teenager,”
Rudkin said.

Severn School’s athletes also use
journaling to reflect on their feelings and
concerns throughout the week as well as
after games.

“We like to use instant positive reaction
(IPRs) throughout practice, games and the
day after the games,” Rudkin said. “We
also use many team-building methods so
the players have a support group within
the team.”

Rudkin, who had a notable collegiate
career at Syracuse and Maryland, knows
the values of team chemistry and making
sure the players have fun on and off
the field.

The lady Admirals enjoy a bevy of fun-

A rechargeable hearing device for

themed events to keep the team close-
knit and make sure everyone is included.
Some of those activities are team dinners,
dance parties, going to universities to
watch college lacrosse games, as well as
adopting a community service project to
do together.

“The girls love music and honestly enjoy
each other’s company no matter what we
are doing,” Rudkin said.

Music also strikes a note with the
Broadneck team as they use music before
and after practice and games to reduce
stress and keep the excitement of being in
a competitive environment.

“We try to have fun, but we know
there’s a serious side of practice
and games,” said senior midfielder
Lilly Kelley.

Junior Susanna Moore likes to lead
her teammates on a walk before the
game and pray.

“You don’t have to be religious, but it’s
another way to build camaraderie and
support your teammates before a game,”
Moore said.

Also, the coaches and senior players
know that the junior year of high school
is the most challenging and that is also
the year that college recruiters begin their
communication with top athletes.

“There’s a lot of expectations of stu-
dents getting into a university and main-

taining a high grade point average (GPA),
but it’s so good to have senior players give
you advice as well as the coaches and how
to handle recruiting on top of school and
sports,” Moore said.

The Maryland legislature developed
House Bill 375 this year to have the
Maryland Higher Education Commission
establish guidelines to train coaches and
to recognize indicators of mental illness
and behavioral distress in athletes.

The bill was passed by the House cham-
bers but was in Senate hearings before
this legislative session expired.

“One of the great aspects of my coach-
ing staff is that we all are Broadneck
alumni and know how important it is to
have an in-house support system,” said
coach Kelley. “We have really helped our
athletes who may have had concerns with
low self-esteem, anxiety and depres-
sion issues.”

Severna Park High School’s varsity
softball squad competed in April at the
Harwood, Maryland-based Southern High
School in a game that aimed to raise men-
tal health awareness for female athletes.

Just last year, headlines of female
college athletes taking their own lives
scrolled across news tickers, including
James Madison University softball player
Lauren Bennett.

The Severna Park and Southern players
said the goal of their April game was not
just to compete but to also share the bond
of softball and their support for each
other. The squads wore matching shirts
with green ribbons. Players gave each
other gifts to remind them that they’re
not alone.

Read the full story online.
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High School Tennis Season Gets Underway

By Tom Worgo
SEVERNA PARK

he Severna Park varsity tennis team
does the same thing over and over
each season: win championships.

The Falcons are just so hard to beat.
They’ve lost only one county match over
the past decade.

More importantly, Severna Park has
captured 10 straight county team titles
and four of the past five regional crowns.

The caliber of this year’s squad appears
to be on par or even better than all the
previous championship teams.

And good luck finding a weakness
on the 2023 Falcons. They feature nine
seniors along with a slew of blossoming
underclassmen.

“What sets this team apart is the mix of
outstanding seniors and a talented group
of freshmen,” Severna Park coach Mark
Bieberich said.

Falcons assistant coach Emily Bear said
a feeder system and the players’ work ethic
help make Severna Park a powerhouse.

“Chartwell [Golf & Country Club] and
Sport Fit Bowie really turn out some good
players for us,” Bear explained. “We have
areally good feeder community. And
there’s a great camaraderie among our
players. They want to get better. They work
together in the offseason, and we really
encourage that all year round.”

It’s not every year that Severna Park
gets such a talented trio of players like se-
niors Lucas Fuhrmann, Chris Preston
and Charlie Herman.

Preston won the No. 1 regional singles

LEDO burger sauce topped with smoked
Provolone cheese, red onions, diced
pickles and hamburger.

title last year and Fuhrman beat Herman
for the county No. 1 singles championship.

They’re good in doubles, too. Fuhrmann
and Herman own the last two No. 1 re-
gional doubles crowns.

The trio is eager to continue its suc-
cess in the county tournament, which
starts May 9.

“They are great leaders and set the
example for the rest of the team,” Bie-
berich said.

Bieberich is particularly impressed
with Fuhrmann.

“You look at all the tennis players in the
county,” the coach explained. “I can’t think
of any that love tennis as much as Lucas or
who works as hard as he does at his game.”

Junior Kiran Spencer is another
standout doubles player.

Freshmen Gavin Gerard and Ty Mad-
dox and seniors Nick Patrick and Max
Rossmark offer excellent depth.

Sophomore Carys Preston leads the
girls team. She finished as county run-
ner-up last year and is poised for county
and regional success this spring.

“She is the only girl who plays year-
round on our team,” Bear said. “Her
improvement from year to year has shown
because of that.”

Sophomore Kaiya Norton and
senior Lylah Mudd support Preston in
the lineup.

BROADNECK

or the Bruins, there’s sophomore
Olivia Mellynchuk and the rest
of the team.
The 5-foot-2 Mellynchuk just dominat-

ed last year. She didn’t lose a game or set
on her way to No. 1 singles county and
regional titles.

She finished the season with her only
loss coming in the Class 4A state champi-
onship match.

Mellynchuk, whose sister Vanessa, a
South River graduate, plays at the Univer-
sity of Alabama at Birmingham, is primed
to return to the state tournament and
win it this time. She’s 24-1 over the past
two seasons.

“She will definitely be playing Division I
in college,” Broadneck tennis coach Kathy
Perrotta said of a player ranked 125th in
the country in her age group. “She has a
powerful serve, is very focused and can
get a player moving side to side with shots
in each corner.”

Clearly, the gitls team is Broadneck’s
strength. Seniors Elicia Aponte and
Rebecca Terry prevailed in the county
doubles championship match in 2022.

Other standouts include No. 2 singles
player Natalie Hosie and two freshmen
doubles players, Anissa Jean-Claude
and Hadley Crooks.

Two foreign exchange players, senior
Zoe Pierriuse and junior Malaika Latif,
gave the team a boost.

Broadneck is also good in mixed
doubles with Aponte and junior Char-
lie Ernst capturing a regional title
last season.

On the boys side, senior Gustav Kemp
(No. 1 singles), Ernst (No. 2 singles) and
the freshmen No. 1 doubles team of
Ryan Sar and Koa Hamilton highlight
the squad.

Falcons Girls
Lax Team Hosts
Green Hornets

Photo courtesy of Allyson Wagner
About 50 Green Hornets girls
lacrosse players attended a
Severna Park High School varsity
game against Crofton on April 19
during Wish Week. The first 12
Green Hornets who registered
were able to join the Severna Park
team on the field to have their
names announced with the
starting lineup. “Nights like these
have such a powerful impact on the
community and really encourage a
healthy relationship between our
high school and the Green Hornets
organization,” said Severna Park
varsity girls lacrosse head coach
Annie Houghton. “It was a positive
experience for our players and the
younger players alike.”

Ranch with smoked
Provolone cheese,
diced pickles and salami.
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Buffalo-Ranch Hard Hitting Sauce!
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CAR ACCIDENT?
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Vw www.orthowright.com
Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC

el ) Orthodontic <>, Straight
b 15 Years

SEVERNA PARK pY LS [ R D) 1
2023 ' Practice =/ Years!

410-544-0072

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com

B
NEIGHBORHOOD
ELECTRICIAN

Save time & money!

Change your EV frome 999"
PO I TR RYTDR HaasAndSons.com

The MWE Partnership is
HIRING

Human Resource
Interns!

We are looking for young people eager to start
their careers in the business world and learn
business management and leadership skills!

HR Interns must be flexible and excited to build
relationships personally and in business.

If this sounds like you or someone you know,
please contact Erin Burns.

Headquarters are now located at
8370 Veterans Highway Suite 101
Millersville, MD 21108
www.mwepartnership.com

Erin Burns - Client Advocate & Marketing Associate
Tel: 410.994.3091| Cell: 908.358.2552 | Fax: 410.994.3091
Erin.Burns@MWEPartnership.com

Welcome to

Breakfast, Lunch
and Dinner

Open 7 days a week our
restrauant is a local favorite
offering fresh ingredients,
creative menu, and family friendly.

CATERING

We strive to provide easy planning,
excellent service, beautiful

presentation, and the best quality
food. Our experienced catering
staff will assist you in creating

a custom menu and propsal.

Outdoor Seating, Curbside,
Delivery and more...

We have expanded our outside
seating area. Play corn hole
and kids games and listen to
music on the weekends.
Our curbside pick up is no
contact and we deliver!
Online ordering and custom
catering are also available.

553 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD | 410-544-0499

garrysgrill.com

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 7am - gpm - Sunday 7am - 8pm

\¥here friends meet
and locals eat!
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College Football Recruiters Have Discovered Anne Arundel County

By Kevin Murnane

nne Arundel County has always
A been known as a hotbed for
collegiate lacrosse recruiters.

Now, in addition to lacrosse recruit-
ers, national collegiate football power-
houses have discovered future football
stars in Anne Arundel.

In the last few football seasons,
Archbishop Spalding has sent many
football players to major colleges
including Maryland, Penn State and
Virginia Tech.

Currently, the Cavaliers boast of
having two rising players who have
attracted prestigious perennial pow-
erhouses in senior linebacker Key-
shawn Flowers and junior quarter-
back Malik Washington.

Spalding is coming off winning the
MIAA A Division championship. Addi-
tionally, playing a competitive region-
al schedule has placed the spotlight on
their program with national recruit-
ers. Programs from the Southeastern
Conference, Atlantic Coast Conference
and Big Ten have all contacted head
coach Kyle Schmitt since that cham-
pionship game.

It was in the MIAA championship
game that Flowers became a revelation
to recruiters as he repeatedly was in
Calvert Hall’s backfield and disrupted
any offensive rhythm that the Cardi-
nals were trying to establish.

Since then, Flowers has been inun-
dated with messages from colleges

including the University of Miami,
Notre Dame, USC, Virginia, Virginia
Tech and Maryland.

“It’s a blessing and humbling to be
recruited by so many great schools,”
Flowers said. “But I know I have plenty
of work to do.”

Flowers also said he’s his own big-
gest critic and is out to prove some-
thing this season.

“My defensive coordinator, Ty-
rone Forby, hopes I choose a college
before the season and that will be a big
weight off my shoulders,” Flowers said.

Washington, Flowers’ teammate
and rising junior quarterback pros-
pect, has heard from numerous foot-
ball powerhouses, but Washington’s
official recruiting doesn’t start until
September 1.

“Our first game is August 25, so I'll
get one game under my belt before
the colleges really begin the recruiting
process,” Washington said.

That process, according to many local
coaches and players, is an intense one.

“September 1 is a stressful day, and
for the coaches, it’s one of the toughest
days as you begin to have an avalanche
of emails and texts,” said Broadneck
High School girls lacrosse coach Katy
Kelley. “T've received over 50 emails
in a week regarding my players. As
a coach, you really need to sit down
with the players and provide realistic
expectations of this rigorous process.”

Severn School’s lacrosse coach

Kathy Rudkin described it as
“pretty crazy.”

“I'was recruited as a three-sport ath-
lete, so I can provide my players some
insight and guidance on how to handle
the outpouring of information.”

Most coaches will inform their
players to choose a college that the
player would be comfortable at without
athletics, as well as be at ease with the
size of the campus, location, and if the
school’s academics are aligned with the
player’s future goals.

Recruiting for lacrosse and other
sports are different from football due
to the exposure of club teams during
the summer. College coaches have more
time to recruit during that time and
invite players to their camps and visit
their club teams.

“Football is probably the only sport
that the college coaches still have to go
through the high school coaches to set
up visits and gain valuable informa-
tion on the player,” Schmitt said. “The
weeks and days prior to December’s
National Signing Day, I'll have 16 or 17
coaches per day come in and want to
speak with my players.”

Schmitt, who was recruited by col-
leges as an offensive lineman before he
chose Maryland, acts as a guide to his
players and guards against overexpo-
sure from college coaches.

Schmitt will also evaluate the col-
lege recruiters when they come onto
Spalding’s campus and make sure they

are honest, trustworthy and respect-
ful of his player’s time.

Also new to college recruiting is
the Name, Image and Likeness (NIL)
practices. NIL is where college athletes
can receive compensation when their
name, image and likeness are used in
marketing and outreach efforts.

“I think NIL will play a role in
recruiting, but it is evolving on a daily
basis,” Schmitt said. “I advise my play-
ers to choose a college that meets you
and your family’s criteria. I still believe
that location is one of the main drivers
in many of those decisions.”

Schmitt and his assistant coaches
have dramatically improved Spalding’s
football program to one that has re-
ceived national exposure, and Wash-
ington aims to receive a multitude
of offers.

Washington is an athletic 6-foot-4-
inch quarterback with a rocket arm.
He is also a standout basketball player.

“We as coaches make sure the players
have all the information they need,”
Schmitt said. “It’s not my college expe-
rience, and I had my recruiting process
23 years ago. Recruiting has dramati-
cally changed in that time period.”

Washington and Flowers will
continue to visit campuses in the next
few months.

As to Washington’s plans on Septem-
ber 1, “I think I will turn off my phone
and just get back to everyone the next
day,” Washington said.

Bring a slice of California living to your backyard this summer!

Affordable Outdoor Kitchens
The Ouidbore Living Expents!

Just Arrived

New furniture in
our showroom
available to see.

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm | Saturdays by Appointment

[

e

Distinctive Collections Designed to Mix and Match.

Shop from Home.

Email kayla@aokitchens.com to receive
a link to our entire collection of Furniture.

410-696-7300 | www.aokitchens.com

741 Generals Hwy Suite 100, Millersville, MD 21108




m MAY 2023

SEVERNA PARK VOICE

Hot Streak Has Severn Boys
Lacrosse Poised For Playoffs

By Tom Worgo

here are two records of signif-
T icance to Severn School boys

lacrosse Joe Christie concern-
ing his team.

For one, Christie loves the Admirals’
sizzling 8-o start, which included blow-
outs over Collegiate School of Rich-
mond, Catholic High School of Virginia
Beach and Crofton High School.

It’s Severn’s best start since 2012.

“We have huge expectations for this
team,” Christie said. “We are deeper
than we have ever been. We have a big
senior class with 21 and some other
players that have been on the varsity
since they were freshman. They're
super focused on this season.”

The other record that encourages
Christie: Severn’s 3-3 mark in the
Maryland Interscholastic Athletic As-
sociation of Maryland A Conference.

It’s considered one of the best
leagues in the country, if not the best.

USA Lacrosse Magazine ranks five
teams from the conference in its
national boys lacrosse poll, including
McDonogh, Loyola Blakefield, Boys’
Latin, Calvert Hall and St. Mary’s.

A winning record in the league would
mean a lot to Christie, a seventh-year
coach, and his players. It would proba-
bly be enough to get the Admirals into
the playoffs.

“Depending on who you talk to,
it’s either number one or two in the
country,” said Christie, whose team is
12-4 overall. “If you look at the Division
I college commitments coming out of
these programs, it’s pretty ridiculous.”

One league game looks large for the
Severn players. The Admirals host heat-
ed rival St. Mary’s on May 7 at 4:00pm.

Christie has a 4-2 record versus the
Saints during his coaching tenure,
including a one-goal loss last year and
an overtime win in 2021.

“This is a game I have been dreaming
about since I came to Severn in the
sixth grade,” Severn senior attacker
Trey Dring recalled. “There’s a possi-
bility the St. Mary’s game could decide

if we go to play in the playoffs or not.
It’s been building to a climax over the
past few years.”

Severn had success against another
rival, visiting Severna Park, and beat
the defending Class 4A state cham-
pions, 8-5, in early April. Admirals’
senior Jacob Todd, who is headed to
Princeton to play lacrosse, totaled a
goal and three assists and teammate
William Perez made 15 saves.

Perez, who will play at the Na-
val Academy next season, is one of
Severn’s best players. He is a three-
year starter.

“He is so good at stopping the ball
and has really good vision,” Christie
said. “He is probably the best goalie I've
had here in seven years.”

Perez gets plenty of support when
he’s on the field. As of late April,
Severn was averaging 13 goals a game
with leading scorer Dring (45 goals, five
assists) and Todd (34 goals) spearhead-
ing the offense.

Christie is especially impressed with
Dring. He had 28 goals and 10 assists
last year.

“His offseason and transformation
physically from junior to senior year
was a testament to his work ethic,” the
coach said of Dring, who is committed
to Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Univer-
sity in Florida. “He came back bigger
and faster.”

The scorers are getting fed by a
midfield that includes seniors Chase
Hallam, Nick Sotiropoulos (Hobart)
and Andrew Beard (Penn State) and
sophomore Tanner Huber.

The Admirals hope the high scoring
keeps up — especially with Calvert
Hall and Loyola Blakefield on the
schedule ahead of St. Mary’s.

“We have a chemistry that has really
been unmatched and coach Christie
has mentioned that to us,” Dring said.
“It seems to be a case where all eyes are
on us. I think we have extra pressure.
Everybody has been talking about
how this is Severn’s year to possibly
take it all.”

Bruins Boys Lacrosse Topples Rival

» Continued from page 25

with two goals, and teammates
Tucker Moran, Jack Fish, Nolan
Grizzle and Andrew Myers scored
a goal apiece.

The Falcons jumped out to a 4-0
lead in the first quarter.

LaRocque got Severna Park rolling
when he beat Bruins’ senior Colin
Grey (14 saves) with a low shot four
minutes into play.

Grizzle capped the Falcons’ flurry
of goals by scoring on another low
shot with 1:23 remaining on a man-
up situation.

“We were running the offense
well,” Earl said. “We were taking
advantage of the proper matchups.
We were shooting well and flying
around and shooting the ball well.
When you do that, things open
up for you.”

Broadneck managed to cut the

lead to 5-2 — the halftime score —
late in the second quarter as Austin
Combs fired a shot past Grey as he
fell to the ground.

The Bruins owned the second half,
outscoring the visitors 7-1.

Broadneck notched six unan-
swered goals in the half and Boone
made it 6-6 late in the third quarter,
scoring on a back-handed shot.

Salazar recorded the game-win-
ning goal midway through the final
quarter to make it 7-6 on a feed
from Landon Zawartka.

Boone and Ryan Della added in-
surance goals in the closing minutes
to help Broadneck prevail.

“All the games that we have played
leading up to this have prepared us
for this game,” McGuire said. “We
were down to Catonsville by three
goals at halftime and we came back
to win. That helped us in that game.”

Spalding, Severn Reach
Midpoint Of Girls Lax Season

By Tom Worgo
ARCHBISHOP SPALDING

warning to the rest of the Balti-

more-area girls lacrosse teams:
Archbishop Spalding is Archbishop
Spalding again.

For those who might have doubted
how soon the Cavaliers could be legit-
imate contenders in the Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association of Maryland
(IAAM) A Conference, coach Tara
Shea has a three-word answer: eight
returning starters.

Most of those will be playing Divi-
sion I college lacrosse.

“We have had a lot of great teams
at Spalding over the years,” said
Shea, who is in her 10th season as
head coach. “This team went into the
season as high as they could nation-
ally as far as Spalding teams. We were
number six in the country.”

The Cavaliers got off to a respect-
able 11-4 start, having lost to power-
house McDonogh School, two-time
defending league champion St. Paul’s
School for girls, Glenelg and Mary-
vale Preparatory School.

“We came out of those losses
learning a lot about ourselves,” Shea
explained. “That will definitely help
us for the rest of the year.”

Spalding’s midfield of senior
Allyson Keith (Cincinnati), sopho-
more Maeve Cavanaugh and junior
Gabrielle Greene (Florida) and the
defense of juniors Claire McGuire,
Carolyn Ross (New Hampshire)
and Madison Wrenn (Clemson) can
compete evenly with any league team.
Each unit returned three starters.

Cavanaugh takes most of the
draws with support coming from
Greene. They rank as the team’s lead-
ing scorers.

“We have a lot of depth there,” Shea
said of her midfield.

The Cavaliers are also getting
strong play from senior goalie Col-
leen Berardino (Temple), a two-year
starter who is one of four netminders

on the roster, and junior attacker Lily
Mullen (Cornell).

Shea is particularly impressed with
Berardino.

“She is the anchor of our defense
and consistently making great saves
for us,” the coach said.

Spalding lost in the league quar-
terfinals last year. That wasn’t
acceptable for the Cavaliers, and
they are motivated to do much more
in the postseason, which starts in
early May.

“Last year’s team laid the ground-
work to gain some national recogni-
tion for this team,” said Shea, whose
team went 12-4 last year. “They put
the team back on the map. We have
all the tools we need.”

SEVERN SCHOOL

S evern coach Kathy Rudkin gets
excited when talking about her
team’s five wins — and a little about
their loss to nationally-ranked and
heated rival Spalding.

The Admirals opened the season
with a thrilling 12-10 victory over
Holton-Arms School of Bethesda in
mid-March.

Severn — which has nine seniors on
the roster — staged a dramatic rally
to prevail.

“We had a gritty comeback, and it
really showed we have that strength
and ability to do that,” Rudkin said.

In late March, Severn opened IAAM
A Conference play with a 10-5 triumph
over Mount de Sales of Catonsville.

The Admirals lost a 10-7 decision to
the Cavaliers in Severna Park in late
March. Rudkin sees the positives in
the outcome.

“We only lost by three,” the coach
pointed out. “They are regarded as one
of the better teams in our conference.
They are the best team in the county.”

Now for the bad news. Severn lost
games to McDonogh, Bryn Mawr,
John Carroll, Roland Park and other
schools to make their record 5-10
heading into May.
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Get the Support You Need With Our Team:
Nurse Practitioner Deborah Badro,
Registered Dietitian Amy Hurd & Certified Personal Trainers

For More Information About Our Healthy Living Program,
Please Email Deborah Badro at

deborah@spmedicalfitness.com
Located In Severna Park Racquetball & Fitness Club

Membexship

N, W B e -
5o $99 o

For 3 Months!

Severna Park Racquetball & Fitness Club
8514 Veterans Highway

Millersville, MD 21108

410-987-0980 SPRFC.com

Extra! Extra!

Read All
About It!

WE ARE PROUD TO BE
THE PRESENTING SPONSOR FOR
PROVIDENCE’S
30™ ANNUAL MORAN GOLF CLASSIC

Got News?
Send Us Your Tips!

When you have big news to
share, send it to the Voice.
Call us at
410-647-9400
or email us at
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com

Monday - June 5, 2023

Queenstown Harbor

Scan the code and register today!

REGISTER TODAY

QEVERNA PARK ‘\\/OIGE

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1981

P.O. B Park, MD 21146 * 410-647-94 . .
0. Box 608, Severn.a ark, 6 0-647-9 .00 Business | Auto | Home | Cyber | Bonds | Health | Life
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com * www.severnaparkvoice.com
f facebook.com/severnaparkvoice & @SPVoice moraninsurance.com




" Cunningham

Contracting Inc

®
u Roofing & General Contracting, Residential/Commercial
‘Customer Satisfaction is #1”

Roofing | General Contracting | Residential-Commercial

Cunningham Contracting, Inc.

specializes in Roofing, Exteriors, and
Remodeling Contracting. We are fully
licensed, insured and provide guarantees
on all our work. We have over 25 years of

experience and have serviced thousands of

satisfied clients in the Maryland area.

Visit our website or call today to request a
free no obligation estimate,

CALL TODAY
410-721-8757

www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

Owner

Mark Cunningham

' $500 OFF '

COMPLETE SHINGLE
I ROOF REPLACEMENT

Licensed & Insured
MHIC#87171

(Min. 2,000 sf roof. Expires June 30, 2023)
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Oak Hill Students Showcase
Pride Onstage

Above Right: During Oak Hill Elementary School’s April production of “The
Lion King JR.” Kolbie Phillips, who played Simba, shined bright in her starring
role. Above Left: Timon, played by Emerson Elliott, and Pumbaa, played by
Matthew Little, had the audience smiling.

By Mark Patton
mark@severnaparkvoice.com

or two nights in April, “Hakuna
Matata” echoed through the hall-

ways at Oak Hill Elementary School
in Severna Park.

Almost 70 fourth- and fifth-grade
students, a slew of parental volunteers
and an artistic team of Oak Hill educators
put on a production of Disney’s “The Lion
King JR.” on April 18 and 19.

Oak Hill’s gym was complete with decor
to resemble the plains of Africa, and the
youngest audience members added to
the effect by sporting animal-themed
headbands that were sold at the conces-
sion stand.

From the opening “Circle of Life” tune
to the final bows, the performers put on
a show that the school staff hopes will
linger in the students’ minds far beyond
the two nights.

“The magic you created onstage was
created by your confidence and creativi-
ty,” said Deneen Houghton, principal at
Oak Hill, to the cast after the final show.
“I can say, without hesitation, that this
performance is going to be a memory for
everyone when they think about Oak Hill,
and I'm very, very proud of that.”

One of many standout performances
was delivered by 11-year-old Brenna
Main, who portrayed Scar. Brenna’s abili-
ty to present Scar’s friendly facade, which
masks evil intentions, showcased a talent
and emotional depth that exceeds what
one might expect from a fifth-grader.

“Tlove performing so much, it’s so much
fun,” Brenna said.

The elementary school children also
took on roles such as spotlight opera-
tors, set engineers, musical staff, prop
and scene managers, and ensemble
coordinators.

“We made the show happen, you know,
and I just feel really happy being a part of
that,” said fifth-grade student and stage
manager Jack Gorski.

Laila Bivens, a fifth-grade student

at Oak Hill, played Nala. It was Laila’s
first time being onstage — she hopes it
isn’t her last.

“Tjust like the costumes and the fun,”
Laila said. “I like watching other people
perform also. It’s so interesting being
backstage.”

Amanda Gorski, a first-grade teacher
at Oak Hill, made her debut as a stage
director for “The Lion King JR.” Gorski
said work on rehearsals, creating props
and other production essentials began
in January.

“Musicals offer an opportunity to work
with students in a different element,’
Gorski said. “Seeing a student that is shy
in class dance across the stage, or the
student that is always doodling on paper
create beautifully detailed masks and
props is rewarding. We are very fortunate
to have an administration and PTO that
supports school musicals.”

Nathan Peachey, a kid favorite around
the school, served as the production’s mu-
sical director. His last name gives a clue
about how he felt following the two-night
production run.

“This year was really remarkable,”
Peachey said. “They really put their hearts
and souls into it.”

Emerson Elliott, a fourth-grade student
at Oak Hill, played Timon.

“It made me feel like happy, excited
and important,” said Emerson, while still
sporting the perpetual smile that mir-
rored the grin she donned onstage.

Timon’s best friend, Pumbaa, was
played by fourth-grader Matthew Little.
Matthew’s first appearance in the pro-
duction occurred when Simba, played by
Kolbie Phillips, collapsed and Matthew’s
character was occupied with shooing away
the birds.

While Peachey said next year’s pro-
duction is still being decided, there likely
won't be a shortage of eager performers.

“I'm definitely doing this next year,”
Matthew said. “It doesn’t matter what
the play is.”

Zhou And Falcon
Chess Club Soaring

By Mark Patton
mark@severnaparkvoice.com

everna Park High School sophomore
SMatthew Zhou started his journey

with chess at Folger McKinsey
Elementary School. It was there that the
8-year-old Matthew got connected with
the school’s chess club.

The young Matthew’s parents registered
him for a chess tournament soon after.

“It was my first chess tournament, so
I was pretty nervous,” Matthew said. “I
didn’t perform that well, but then after
seeing my results, I was like, ‘OK, I'm not
going to stop until I win one of these.”

At the age of 12, he fulfilled that pledge
with a tournament win. That victory
cemented his love of chess.

Fast forward to the 16-year-old version
of Matthew and there’s more hardware
on his mantle now. In April, Matthew
was crowned champion of the inaugural
Anne Arundel County Public Schools
Chess Championship, where he held
off Crofton High School’s Dylan Snow
in a hard-fought finals. Shortly after,
he notched a 10th place finish — out
of nearly 400 entries — in the Mary-
land State Scholastic Tournament, held
in Damascus.

“I did think I would perform pretty well
knowing that I've been playing chess for
so long,” Matthew said.

Although Matthew prioritizes
school and homework, he said whatev-
er free time he has, he likes to spend
with the game.

“I do hope to see chess become more
popular,” Matthew said. “I believe with
more mainstream media about chess
such as “The Queen’s Gambit,” there will
be another chess boom in the world, and
hopefully further on. I believe chess is
very beneficial to the mind and is one
of many strategy games that improves a
person’s decision-making skills.”

Matthew cites the hit-Netflix show,
along with the timing of the pandemic,
as sources of a renewed, and passionate,
interest in chess.

One place Matthew likes seeing it
become more popular is within his own
school’s hallways. The Chess Club at
Severna Park High School meets during
a period of time marked off for elec-
tive pursuits.

Chess Club sponsor and Severna Park
High School educator Melissa Bertinatti
oversees the eclectic mix of regulars and
newbies who make up the club that meets
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

“T'had a student who expressed an
interest in organizing a club for chess
— and I was happy to help,” Bertinatti
said. “Especially after COVID, I think
we are all enthusiastic about promoting
and supporting real-time, face-to-face
interaction.”

The benefits of utilizing chess in the
classroom isn’t a modern concept. In his
1786 article, titled “The Morals of Chess,”
Benjamin Franklin wrote that “life is
akind of chess” and touted the game’s
» Continued on page 46

Severna Park High School sophomore
Matthew Zhou studied the board
during a Chess Club meeting.

SPHS freshman Kimora Turner
enjoyed a game during a Chess Club
meeting at the school April 20.

Joshua Felder, a junior at SPHS,
contemplated his next move.
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Student Work On Display

Westfield Annapolis, is showcasing art from more than
3,000 emerging student visual artists from every school in
the county.

The All-County Student Art Exhibit is slated to run through
May 8. Artwork from high school and middle school students is
displayed in the corridor between Macy’s and Lush. Art from mid-
dle-schoolers is set up between the Container Store and JC Penny.
High school and elementary student artwork is displayed in the
corridor between Macy’s and Lush.

The artwork is available for viewing from 10:00am-g:00pm daily.

ﬁ. nne Arundel County Public Schools, in partnership with

SEEING ISIBELIEVING,

See what makes us different.

EYECARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

Schedule Your
Eye Exam Today!

An annual eye exam can be one
of the best things you can do to
ensure the health and wellness of
you and your loved ones.

Taking care of your eyes
is important fo us.

Levin Eyecare is happy

fo welcome optometrists

Karen Norman and

Jaclyn Coyner!

They are at our Severna Park

office to help patients find the
Karen Norman O.D.  Jaclyn Coyner O.D. perfect eyeglasses or contacts.

( MosT VisION INSURANCES ACCEPTED — WALK-INS WELCOME ) ol
oliow

454-A Ritchie Highway | Severna Park, MD 21146 Ua)"

410-432-2332 levineye.com ®
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Broadneck%harmacf

Normal business hours.

Curbside pick up
and local delivery.

Severna Park native Marcus
LaChapelle and his family
have owned and operated

the pharmacy since 1985

«Smart Phone App
« Online Refill Requests

« Senior Discounts on
Non-Prescription Items

. Patient Preferred

Text or Call - 410-544-3733
www.broadneckrx.net

CAREE

MELLANOTTE

REAL FARM TO TABLE

REAL ITALIAN

NIEWASIPIRINEIMISNIUIS

Stay tuned for our New Spring Menus slated for
early May 2023... Complete details online

MOIIEHERSIDAY

Our Biggest Brunch Buffet Ever! Plus Full Dinner
Menu, Exciting Food and Drink Additions and more!
Now Accepting Reservations. Details online.

PATI© BIINING

Enjoy Al Fresco Dining with Tent Seating and
Umbrella Tables beside our Organic Garden!

BANQUENSI&CATERING

Let us elevate your next gathering with multiple
banquet rooms at Mezzanotte, or bring us to you
and let us cater your next event wherever you are!

ANNAPOLIS SCHOOL OF SEAMANSHIP

REGISTER NOW

FOR SUMMER CLASSES!

LEARN ON THE WATER

-Boat Operator Certification
-Kids 11-15 years old
-5 days Monday-Friday (125 hours)
-June through August
-Space is limited

ANNAPOLISSCHOOLOFSEAMANSHIP.COM

410.263.8858

SBESIT OlF

SIEVISRINIA [PARIK

GRAZIE for voting Mezzanotte
Best Restaurant, Dinner, Italian
and Best Special Occasion
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expertise

Alex Schwab
410-255-3200

517 Benfield Road Suite 202
Severna Park
aschwab@allstate.com

Allstate.

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co & affiliates: 2775 Sanders

Rd Northbrook IL 60062. © 2021 Allstate Insurance Co.

You love living in Severna Park as much as |
do. But, are you doing everything you can to
protect the life you've built here? As your local
Allstate Agent, | can help you make informed
decisions to help ensure that everything

you love is well protected. Contact me to

get covered.

Voted Best Insurance Agent by the readers
of the Severna Park Voice.

18590150

Severna Park

www.SPCFA.com

511 Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park,

Watermelon
Mint Lemonade

Watermelon
Mint Sunjoy

Frosted
Watermelon
Mint Lemonade

Watermelon
Mint Iced Tea

MD 410-647-6232

Educator Of The Month

Crystal Loetz
Broadneck
High School

By Lauren Burke Meyer

rystal Loetz has a refresh-
C ing approach to teaching

and relating to her stu-
dents. Honesty.

For the Spanish teacher at
Broadneck High School, for-
eign language didn’t always
come easy.

“In high school, many of my
students are surprised to find
out that I did not do well in
Spanish,” Loetz said.

The longtime educator — 17
years to be exact — tells her stu-
dents that she struggled in much
the same way they do and how
everyone doesn’t understand a
foreign language right away.

“The reason I went into edu-
cation with a foreign language
focus is because I wanted to be
the teacher that could tell my
students, ‘Yes, I know this is
hard, but it was hard for me too
at your age, and here is what
worked for me,”” Loetz said.

It wasn’t until Loetz went to
college and truly understood the
diverse cultures of the Span-
ish speakers that she was truly
successful.

Loetz graduated from Mount
St. Mary’s University with an
undergraduate degree in rhet-
oric and communications with
a Spanish minor. Once she saw
how much she loved teaching
Spanish, she earned her Master
of Arts degree in leadership in
teaching at the College of Notre
Dame of Maryland.

Loetz began her career teach-
ing at Magothy River Middle
School for three years, followed

by two years at Severn River
Middle School. She has taught
at Broadneck High School since
2010, her alma mater where she
graduated in 2000.

“Crystal Loetz is a dynam-
ic and engaging educator who
builds a home for students in her
classroom,” said Rachel Kennelly,
principal at Broadneck High
School. “She blends creativity
with rigor and provides students
with authentic experiences that
enhance their knowledge of
Spanish language.”

When asked what her favorite
part of teaching is, Loetz shared
that it’s the kids.

“They always have differ-
ent adventures and successes
that they share with me, from
sports to music to drama and
beyond,” Loetz said. “I love being
a part of their lives and watch-
ing them grow into wonderful
young adults.”

She said she always wants
students to see how important
knowing and using Spanish is in
real life.

“I oftentimes use the example
of my best friend who is a nurse
in the hospital and how she
needs [Spanish] on a daily basis,”
Loetz said. “I then ask my stu-
dents to raise their hand if they
have a relative in the medical
field and you can see the shift
in their minds of seeing this as
‘just a class’ to an important life
skill that can be used in a fu-
ture career.”

Shelby Ledger, world lan-
guages department chair at
Broadneck High School, shared
how Loetz’s positive energy
and rapport with students is
unparalleled.

“On a typical morning at
Broadneck High School, it’s com-
mon to find waves of students
stopping by Mrs. Loetz’s room
to say ‘hola’ and chat about their
lives,” Ledger said.

Ledger also noted often hear-
ing laughter and opportunities
for friendly competition in
Loetz’s lessons.

Teaching isn’t her only con-
tribution to Broadneck High
School. She’s also the Japan Club
advisor, traveling with stu-
dents to Japan three times and
Spain once.

Her students tell her these
trips were some of the best mem-
ories they had in high school.

For Loetz, honesty isn’t the
only thing she prioritizes.

“To learn anything, you need
to want to learn it, and you need
to find the beauty in it as well,”
Loetz said.

The Educator of the Month is proudly sponsored by Cafe Mezzanotte.
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Oak Hill Student Recognized For Patriotism Essay

Alice Nagle won an award for her essay that

linked patriotism to family.

By Mark Patton

mark@severnaparkvoice.com

Alice Nagle’s Essay

“What does patriotism mean to you?”

Patriotism is like family to me. In a family you
stand up for each other. Loving my country is like
loving my family. If another country is picking on
your country you stand up. You have to be the one to
fight for what is right and be a good citizen for your
country. My family is very big. It is very hard to keep
things on track but everyone is treated equally and
everyone loves each other. Being a patriot means you

help many people even if they are not in your family
but in your country. We help people in our country
even if they are not in our family. Family is a symbol
of trust and love and everyone should help one
another. Our country is the same. In our country we
love one another. We love one another like we love
our family. Being a patriot means loving my country.

playing with friends, jumping on the trampo-

line, swimming and perfecting ninja fighting
techniques. Or, as her father, Tom Nagle, describes her
— akid of all kids.

She also likes to write. Her mother, Jean Nagle, said
ever since Alice could pick up a pencil, she had some-
thing interesting to compose. Those years of putting
thoughts to paper paid off.

Alice was honored in April by the Department of
Maryland American Legion Auxiliary, District 5,
for her essay on patriotism. The Americanism Essay
Contest was created to teach students the value of
patriotism and what it means to be Americans. Stu-
dents from third grade to seniors in high school can
participate in the contest, which features a different
theme each year. The theme of this year’s contest was
“What does patriotism mean to you?”

Paige Thumel is Alice’s teacher at the Severna Park-
based Oak Hill Elementary School. Thumel noted that
Alice isn’t a student to back away from a challenge.

“From the day I passed out information for the
essay contest, I knew Alice’s essay would stand out
because of the time, effort and passion Alice pours
into everything she does,” Thumel said.

One could argue that it was only natural for Alice to
have an award-winning essay on patriotism. She will

q lice Nagle is a typical third-grader who enjoys

turn g this year on July 4, a birthday she shares not
only with the U.S., but with a pair of cousins.

“Alittle patriot, right from the beginning,” Jean
Nagle said.

Alice’s essay centered around equating a love of
country to a love of family. Themes of equality, love,
trust and standing up for what is right are sprinkled
throughout her piece.

“Linking her values of family to her understand-
ing of patriotism shows how much she values these
concepts in her home, community and world, and
it confirms her commitment to setting a positive
example and being a role model in her school and
community,” said Pat Anderson, who taught Alice last
year at Oak Hill.

Alice’s teachers, along with her family, have taken
notice of Alice’s recent transformation, as she’s come
out of her shell — taking calculated risks in the class-
room and growing in confidence.

“In her essay, she shows maturity when she
acknowledges how hard it is to keep everyone in a
family, and country, on track and treat everyone
equally,” said Lori Pere, Oak Hill third-grade social
studies teacher and Green School lead. “But she states

Alice Nagle

we should do so because we are a family. We should
stand up and fight for what is right and be a good
citizen. She is absolutely correct, and she is only in
third grade!”

Alice, who loves meatballs, math, archaeology and
the color yellow, said the lessons she’s learned about
equality from her family have carried over into her
peer interactions.

“Even if there’s people that I don’t really want to
play with, and then I just include them and see where
it goes,” Alice said. “And then I end up being really
good friends with them.”

Jean Nagle said she was proud of her youngest
daughter for taking on the project, win or lose.

“It was all about making sure Alice was proud of the
product she put forth,” Jean Nagle said.

Alice’s dad was taken aback with Alice’s concept and
associations for her essay.

“I was impressed with how technical she was with
assembling it,” Tom Nagle said.

For an elementary school student who prioritizes
treating others the way she would want to be treated,
a bit of pride surfaced when discussing her $25 award.

“It makes me feel good about myself,” Alice said.

Severn School Juniors Turn An Inconvenience Into A Celebration

Doug Schwartz
Student Intern

t Severn School, there is a parking
A shortage. Faculty and seniors are

given priority spots on campus,
leaving half the junior class without a
place to park. To deal with this situation,
students are given parking passes, either
yellow or green, which designate the
weeks when they can park on campus. On
the weeks when they can’t, juniors have to
park in the Cypress Creek lot, a half-mile
away from school.

“Cypress sucks, especially during the
winter,” said junior Sean Ward.

Because of the inconvenience the
morning trek posed, Sean, along with his
classmate Hunter Beall, decided to change
their mentality.

“Hunter and I kind of just built off each
other’s energy in the morning to make it a
positive thing,” Sean said. “Then gradu-
ally, as more people got their licenses and
learned how to overcome that mountain
in the morning, we just began making the
most out of the walk.”

Before long, Hunter and Sean created

Severn Cypress Society leaders (I-r) Jack Shenk, Sean Ward, Spencer Gibbons-
Neff, Jagan Som, Dan Gardiner, James von Rosenvinge and Hunter Beall held

a cookout earlier this school year.

a club, the Severn Cypress Society (SCS),
as a way to turn their morning trip into
something more exciting. On the last day
before Thanksgiving break, members of
the society woke up eatly, drove to Cy-
press, and fired up two small grills. When

students arrived at Cypress that morning,
they were greeted with a mini breakfast
tailgate of eggs, bacon, pancakes and hot
chocolate. Afterward, everyone pitched

in to pack up and leave the parkinglot as
they found it.

The event was a smashing success, and
it set the standard for the group mov-
ing forward.

Since then, the SCS has not slowed
down, with their efforts culminating in
an Easter egg hunt on April 7.

“We have meals served, we have games,
and we have prizes,” said member Jack
Shenk. “We just really up the ante every
single time ... we've done everything from
anormal breakfast burrito cookout to a
full-fledged egg hunt.”

Throughout the process, SCS mem-
bers have formed a unique comradery.
Unfortunately — or fortunately, depend-
ing on who you ask — the current group
of juniors have only a few more weeks
left at Cypress. Once the seniors finish
their classes, all juniors will be able to
park on campus every day. Luckily, the
SCS doesn’t plan to let the new Cypress
tradition end this year. The juniors have
started to teach current sophomores the
ropes so that next year they can experi-
ence the same bonding and joy that the
juniors did.

Read the full story online.



m MAY 2023 SEVERNA PARK VOICE

GRAND OPENING

500 Ritchie Highway ® Severna Park
443-942-9046 * www.advanceautoparts.com

TRUSTED PRODUCTS YOU WON'T FIND ANYWHERE ELSE
5 QUARTS OF OIL + 1 OIL FILTER

CONVENTIONAL FULL SYNTHETIC
BUNDLE BUNDLE

FRAM conventional oil package FRAM full synthetic oil package
Severna Park location only. Severna Park location only.

$9 999 $2899
FREE FREE MARINE

CHECK ENGINE WIPER BLADE
CODE SCANNING INSTALLATION PARTS
Most vehicles. Most locations. Most vehicles. Most locations. AVAI LABLE
BATTERY TESTING OIL AND BATTERY
FREE AND INSTALLATION* FREE RECYCLING

Most vehicles. Most locations. *With purchase.

www.mainstreethomeloans.com | Corp NMLS# 2893 | Equal Lender Opportunity

Now
Accepting

SUMMER

Consignments

Brand Name Women’s,
Children, Tweens,
Maternity, Workout Attire,
Men’s and Curvy

Furniture, Home Décor, Home
Furnishings and Cool Clutter

Accepting Home Furnishings/Furniture
Small items Monday-Friday — Anytime
Large Furniture process: VOted BeSt
Send a photo via email for item approval. Consignment Store
Email address: info@savvyconsignment.com

. . VOTED
in Severna Park JRcu®
We’ll be in touch to schedule your delivery.

2028

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd.

Severna Park, MD 21146 410.647. 1636

667-925-4017 550 Off

info@veteransbestpowerwashing.com

Mon 10-4, Tues-Fri 10-6:30 savvyconsignment.com Veteran Owned and Operated White Vinyl Fencing

Sat 10-5, Sun 10-3
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Special Guests Kick Off Heritage
Month At Jones Elementary

By Judy Tacyn

embers of the U.S. Naval
M Academy’s Filipino-American

Midshipman Club visited
Jones Elementary School on April 20
to kick off Asian American and Pacific
Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month,
which is celebrated in May.

Jones Elementary is one of 16 Anne
Arundel County public schools desig-
nated for the Mids for Kids program.

Midshipmen Max Bueno, Aubrey
Patawaran, Charmaine Posis and
Alexander Saber spoke before kinder-
garten and second-grade students to
share the Tagalog language, discuss
heritage foods, culture and geography.
Posis shared personal photographs of
herself growing up in the Philippines,
and students were captivated by the
picturesque beaches of the country
made up of 7,000 islands. The children
all wanted to visit the Philippines
until they learned that the flight there
was 18 hours. AAPI Heritage Month
celebrates the historical and cultural
contributions of Asian American and
Pacific Islander people — an umbrella
group that includes those with heri-
tage or ancestry from East, Southeast,
South, Central, and West Asia and the
Pacific Islands.

Midshipmen visit Jones Elementary
School three days per week and assist
teachers in classrooms. The college
students get to assist in the com-
munity and spread awareness of the

academy and military service.

Because of its proximity to the
Naval Academy coupled with the fact
that many Severna Park families are
midshipman host families, the Mids
for Kids program at Jones Elementary
School is a relationship that partici-
pants say benefits both the students
from the Naval Academy and the
school community.

When asked what’s more intimi-
dating, instructors at the academy or
kindergarteners, Bueno joked, “We
are about to find out!”

The Mids for Kids program, part
of the Midshipman Action Group,
is a community outreach program
with academy volunteers who visit
local elementary and middle schools
throughout the week to assist teach-
ers. They might run a physical ed-
ucation class, instruct in band or
orchestra class, help with homework
or bring engineering experience to
clubs. It was estimated that more
than 3,000 hours were spent in coun-
ty school classrooms each year prior
to the pandemic shutdown. With the
re-emergence of outreach programs in
schools, the midshipmen who visited
Jones Elementary said they are excit-
ed to return to Anne Arundel County
schools once again.

Judging by the enthusiasm of
the Jones students, the children
are happy to have the midshipmen
return, too.

Photos by Judy Tacyn
Above: Midshipmen Max Bueno, Aubrey Patawaran, and Charmaine Posis
talked to Jones Elementary School kindergartners about Filipino culture and
food. Below: The visiting Middies showed Jones Elementary School second-
graders where the Philippine Islands are located.

Why Younger Adults Need an Estate Plan

By Erica Redmond, Esq.

Paid Advertisement

Most young adults
are rushed for time.
but it's important
to take time to con-
sider what would
happen if you were
incapacitated by an
accident or sudden
illness. How would
your loved ones take
care of your financial
responsibilities, chil-
dren or a spouse, if something unexpected hap-
pened to you? Here are a few reasons why younger
adults benefit from an estate plan.

Medical Emergency Planning

What happens if you suffer a sudden, unexpected
accident, medical emergency, or serious illness?
An estate plan can establish a durable power of
attorney or advance health care directive to give
family members direction in the event that you
become incapacitated. In addition, it can provide
access to finances that may need to be accessed to
pay bills while you're incapacitated.

Creating a Will or Trust
A will is the most basic and essential aspect of
an estate plan because it details your last wishes,

burial and funeral plans, and names beneficiaries.
But, there are significant advantages to establish-
ing a trust too! Should you have a will or trust?
An estate planning attorney can provide needed
guidance and help ensure you have the legal in-
struments you need.

Who Will Care For Your Children?

In the tragic event that you or your child’s other
parent pass away, an estate plan identifies the
person or people who will become guardians of
your children. If you do not designate this ahead
of time, the state will make all of the decisions.
Ideally, this party has not only the desire to care
for your children but the emotional and financial
wherewithal. Your estate plan will consider these
scenarios and outline who has access to your bank
accounts and other assets, to care for your chil-
dren’s current and future needs.

College Kids Need Directives Too

Although it's the furthest thing from anyone’s
mind, if you are heading off to college, you're go-
ing to need to designate a loved one to make legal
or healthcare decisions on your behalf, if an un-
expected crisis happens. Not only will that per-
son need to be able to handle this responsibility,
they must ensure that they have the proper legal
documents to do so. This is a quick and easy pro-

cess that can save everyone from even more stress
during a difficult time.

Free Legal Guides

It's extremely important to reassess your estate
plan every time that a child or grandchild is born,
when a family mem-

ber gets married, di-

vorced, or passes away.

These life events can

have dramatic and un-

intended consequenc-

es on your wishes and

your  beneficiaries.

Download the Free

Guide to Wills, Trusts

& Probate or schedule

a consultation with

an experienced estate

planning attorney at FrameAndFrame.com

[FRAM I
GFRAME

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Charting a course for life’s legal journeys.
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e Volleyball o
e Softball o
e Soccer o
e Basketball o
e |acrosse °
o Cheer o
e Dance °

e Field Hockey

ATHLETIC CAMPS

ACADEMIC CAMPS

Football

Baseball e Skills for Success Camp
Bouys' Ice Hockey e Engineering Camp
Wrestling e SAT/ACT

Performance Training o Art

All Sports

Cross Country

REGISTER TODAY!

There is something for everyone (ages 5-17)
at Archbishop Spalding High School

archbishopspalding.org/summercamps

Young Authors Contest
Recognizes Severna Park Youth

Photo courtesy of Gretchen Madden

Audrey Tong-Holcomb, Jack Zapf and Delaney Johnston won either first or second
place for their respective grades in the Anne Arundel County Young Authors Contest.

he Anne Arundel County Young
I Authors Contest chooses one
short story and one poem from
each grade level as winners every year.
The 2023 contest included four winners
or runners-up from Severna Park.
With her story “Bunny Business,”
Benfield Elementary third-grader
Audrey Tong-Holcomb took first in the
third-grade contest and second in the
Maryland competition.
She chose her story because she is
fond of books about talking animals.
“I love writing for fun because there
are no restrictions,” Audrey said. “You
can just release your imagination and
be creative!”
Also from Benfield Elementary,
Jack Zapf took second place in the

county contest for fourth-grade short
story with “The Avalanche.” Benfield’s
Delaney Johnston earned second place
for fiftth-grade poetry with “Prayers
for Ukraine.”

Broadneck Elementary first-grader
Henry Custis Lynch took second place
for his grade’s Anne Arundel County
short story contest. His story was
titled “The Three Little Wolves and the
Big Bad Piggy.”

Audrey feels like the competition
was a great way for young writers to
work on their craft.

“Reading helps me get inspired from
my favorite authors,” she said. “It also
helps to develop a new vocabulary
and see the story from the reader’s
perspective.”

Falcon Chess Club Soaring

» Continued from page 39
virtues in teaching important skills.

“I'am very hopeful to see chess start
to be considered an actual sport rather
than just a casual board game in the
near future,” Matthew said. “Sure, it isn’t
a physical game, but it is very indeed a
mental one. There is research that shows
that a chess player could burn up to 132
calories per hour. I am also hoping that it
gets to a point where chess is not associ-
ated with a game that ‘nerds’ play.”

An article and innovative mind aren’t
the only things tying Matthew’s chess
journey to the iconic inventor and found-
ing father. Matthew’s brother, Jeffrey,
is a graduate of the University of Penn-
sylvania — the same school Franklin
founded. The young Matthew currently
holds familial bragging rights with chess.
He got his older brother into the game,
and now, the Severna Park High School
student can boast that he can beat an Ivy
League graduate.

“It’s definitely a good feeling to see a lot
of people getting into the game,” Mat-
thew said as he looked around the full
room of students gathered for the club
that promotes the game — or is it sport?
— heloves.

That’s good news for the education
front, according to the results of a survey
of New York schools in a 2017 report cited

by the International Chess Federation.
According to the report, 91% of teachers
reported that practicing chess enhanced
students’ cooperation skills. The same re-
port cited that 89% of teachers said chess
enriched their students’ social skills.

Severna Park High School junior Josh-
ua Felder helped revive the Chess Club
last year. For him, it’s the ability to meet
with others with similar mindsets to his
own that draws him in week after week.

“What I enjoy most about having a
chess club at SPHS is the ability to meet
others with similar mindsets,” Joshua
wrote in an email. “T have Asperger’s, so
socializing can be quite a challenge for
me. When I go to the chess club, I find
it calming, as the game itself, for me, is
relaxing and entertaining.”

As for Matthew, his sights are set for
earning a high enough rating to place
him amongst the professional elite of
chess one day. His backup plan isn’t too
shabby, either. Matthew has an interest
in computer science.

“My goal for next year is to reach a
rating of 1800,” Matthew said. “A rating
is a number that determines the strength
of a player. The higher the number, the
stronger the player. For example, Magnus
Carlsen, the number one ranked player
in the world has a rating of 2852. My
rating is 1531.”
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KITCHEN & BATHS by
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We handle all aspects of your build project from
the design phase through final installation.

* Dedicated Kitchen By Appointment Only. Fr—————————————————— — = — A

Specialist ' FREE Registration oy |

* Design Studio Access 410'490'3 288 (A *40 value) g Ré“g ?éf“. feﬁ |

* In-House Cabinetry oakridgebuildersmd.com 1 Bring in coupon or mention this ad when you register. Expires June 1, 2023. _!
Live the at Brightview

At Brightview Severna Park, residents have the freedom and
opportunity to fill their days as they desire. Chef-prepared meals,
music and entertainment, cultural and history events, fitness
classes, water aerobics, movie nights and more are available just
steps away from their apartment home. Plus they benefit from our
on-site dedicated assisted living and dementia care
neighborhoods for personalized assistance if ever needed.

BRIGHT\&W

SENIOR LIVING

SEVERNA PARK

410.544.1605

Voted Best Senior Living Facility
of Severna Park
FIVE years in a Row

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Dementia Care

469 Jumpers Hole Road | Severna Park, MD 21146 | www.BrightviewSevernaPark.com
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hiye M[[@ﬁ@— Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday
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IMUSIE — Thursdays 8pm

Brunch — Saturdays and Sundays 10am

Fresh fruit crushes and bottomless
bloody marys and mimosas

Stay Connected!
Scan the code for
a link to all our
social platforms.

= . 969 Ritchie Highway
fB O www.MothersGrille.com sl D
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NEW PATIENTS
ACCEPTED

- ULTRASOUND

- IN-HOUSE
LABORATORY

- PHARMACY
ON SITE

- DIGITAL X-RAY
- LASER SURGERY

410-987-8300 | 401 Headquarters Drive, Millersville, MD 21108

MillersvilleAH@Gmail.com | MillersvilleAnimalHospital.com

{f facebook.com/MillersvilleAnimalHospital @ @millersvilleanimalhospital

Congratulations to all students
and teachers on completing the
2022-23 school year.

Education Team Allies looks forward to all the places you

will go. Make sure your IEP and 504 plan are fine tuned
this summer to support your journey.

Contact us today!
info@educationteamallies.com e 410-793-7060

www.educationteamallies.com

Eldinboro Registering
Elarly for Summer
chool and Fall

Nursery School - Child Care - Pre-K - Before & After Care - Summer

e Childcare Age 2 Kindergarten Full Day
e Nursery School for Age 3 (Early Admission Option)
® Pre-K for Age 4 Talented & Gifted Programs
e Kindergarten for Age 5

Maryland State Department of Education approved
curriculum for Nursery School and Kindergarten

e Before & After Care - Thru Age 7

410-544-2476 380 Jumpers Hole Road

Severna Park, MD 21146

EdinboroEarlySchool.org

Academic Excellence in the
Catholic Tradition Since 1959

FAiTH ¢ FAMILY ® ACADEMICS

Inquire Today!

4 year old Pre School through Grade 8
Contact Lynne Fish at LFish@StJohnSP.org
for more information.

410-647-2283 | www.stjohnspschool.org
Severna Park, MD
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence
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ach month, the Severna Park

cal fiftth-grade class. This month,
students from Mrs. McMahon’s
class at Arnold Elementary
School answered the question:

If you could have a
superpower, what
would it be and why?

I would want to have the power to
stop and rewind time. If a disaster
happens and you saw it on the
news later then I could have the
ability to rewind and warn people
or stop it from happening. Anoth-
er reason [ would want this power
is because if you make a mistake
then you can go back and fix it.
Alana S.

Voice poses a question to a lo-

I would want to have the power
to transform into Kirby, a video

is that Kirby can consume any
object and absorb the most useful
strength. I could use this part
of the power in different ways,
such as eating a calculator and
gaining the strength of instant
calculation.

Anna H.

game character. One of the powers

because I have a cat named Snow-
flake and I understand him a lot,

my cat and fully understand him.
Austin M.

My superpower would be to talk to
cats. I would want this superpower

but I've never really got to speak to

If I could have a superpower, it
would be telekinesis because I
could do so many things at the
same time, and I could prank the

Arnold Elementary School

people that prank me on April

Fools’ even though they already

know [ hate being pranked.
Bea M.

If I could have a superpower, it
would be omni-precognition, in
other terms, seeing the future. This
would help me and other people
because I could see all the new
things in the new world to help our
present world in a positive way, and
Iwould see all the lottery winning
numbers so that I could help people
(including myself) be super rich.
Beau G.

If I had a superpower, it would be
life. If I had the power to create
life (plants, animals, decomposers,
cleaning pollution), it could help
save our dying Earth. I could help/
save the planet.

Bradley K.

If I could have a superpower, it
would be teleportation. With the
power of teleportation, [ would
never be late to things. I could
also teleport to the ball in a
soccer game. I could even throw a
basketball off the backboard, then
teleport up and dunk it in.
Bradley R.

My superpower would be to run

at the speed of light at any time. I

think this would be useful because

when I play tag or fun running

games, [ would always win.
Brixton B.

I would want earth bending
because I can make the earth a
more beautiful place. I could create
beautiful rock statues. I could even
make stuff out of bushes.

Gabe H.

[ would choose pheromonal per-
suasion. This superpower enables
me to control a person through
the use of pheromones, which puts
them in a near-mindless state, so
whatever I tell them to do, they
will do without question. With
this superpower, I could get away
with anything.

Elliana B.

[ would have the power to shape-
shift into animals. One reason is
because then I could fly, climb,
breathe underwater and do lots of
other cool things in animal form.
Another reason is because I could
talk to animals.

Ellie F.

If T had any superpower in the
world, I would have invisibility.
I would pick invisibility because
there are lots of ways I can protect
people. If T had a superpower, I
would only use it for good.

Ethan C.

I would have the ability to teleport
because it would mean extremely
quick travel. Teleportation could
save you car trips and plane flights
and you would never be late to
school. Teleportation could also
save you in an emergency like a fire.
Hannah C.

If I could have a superpower, it
would be telekinesis. I could grab
a candy bar from 30 feet away and
have no one notice! I also chose
telekinesis because I can always
win against my sister!

Kate H.

I would like to be able to stay up
all night and not get tired. I want
this because I could do more work,
have more free time and have
more time to study for upcoming
tests. This superpower would also
remedy everyday stresses such as
not being able to do schoolwork
because I have no time.

Lillian H.

If I could have a superpower, it
would be the superpower to have
any superpower because you
could just do whatever you want
whenever you want. For exam-
ple, if you lived in Maryland and
you wanted to go to California,
you could just teleport, fly, run
super fast, walk on water or
E.C.T. Or if you were starving
in the middle of social studies,
math or science you could just
make a Chipotle bowl appear out
of thin air.

Lucas H.

Teleportation. By far. Teleporta-
tion would mean: No more plane
flights or driving ever again.
Believe me, this could save days of
your life. Also, no more being late
for school, no more mad dashes
upstairs after turning off the base-
ment lights and no more strug-
gling to climb that one infuriating
rock wall.

Nolan C.

If T had a superpower, it would
be unlimited stamina. This
superpower is cool because you
can literally do anything and not
get tired; that would give me a
huge edge in soccer! Unlimited
stamina would make me 1,000
times better at sports, P.E. and
my whole life!

Oliver L.

[ would choose a superpower that
could help change the world that
could make the environment
better. The superpower that fits
is talking to animals. If I could
talk to animals, I would be able to
understand how they felt about
the environment.

Reese P.

I would want the power of

time-traveling because I could

fix my mistakes, and it could also

make schoolwork easier.
Samantha H.

Flying is my choice, because it is
very cool, and you don’t have to
walk everywhere. Another reason
why flying is my superpower I
choose, because you can do any-
thing you want.

Sanger R.

Ring Down The Curtain: Severna Park Caps A Year Of Drama

By Sarah Sternhagen
Student Intern

s the school year draws to a close, the Severna
A Park High School drama department is finish-

ingits catalog of productions. On April 14, stu-
dents attended Theater Fest, and on May 19, one acts
will perform, wrapping up the year of drama for SPHS.

One acts are short plays consisting of only one act.
In past years, the winning one act performed at The-
ater Fest, the countywide showcase of high school pro-
ductions. However, one acts were still rehearsing when
Theater Fest was held this year, and so the SPHS im-
prov troupe, Jeff, performed on behalf of the school.
The comedy group had everyone rolling in laughter
and their last show will be on May 12, the week before
one acts debuts. Though Theater Fest has already passed,
the school will still crown a winning one act.

“My favorite part of one acts is meeting new people and
being able to work with the director to make the show
better,” junior and actor Caleb Rassofsky said.

The performing shows are “Boise, Idaho,” “I Don’t Want
to Talk About It,” “Our Place” and “The Three Armies.”
Any student can apply to be a director with the screenplay
they've chosen or submit one they've written. This year,

“The Three Armies” is student written by Sabrina Richter.
“It makes it feel like the show is really our show because
the director is just another student like us,” Caleb said.
After the directors are chosen, auditions are held and
rehearsals begin, completely in the students’ hands. And
so far, at least one onstage swordfight is confirmed.
“Being a student director means that [ am fully respon-
sible for my one act. I cast my own characters, schedule
and run my own rehearsals, pick out costumes and decide

Students rehearsed for one acts, set for May 19.
At least one onstage swordfight is confirmed.

on my own props,” senior and director Amanda Knaus
said. “My cast have been super flexible and supportive
as I figure out how to direct something and put on a
show for the first time.”

Each one act lasts between 20 to 30 minutes and
is followed by a critique from one of the judges. They
tell the students what went well and how they could
improve both their skills and the production itself. By
the end, the winner will be crowned.

“I'was an actor in one acts last year and it was my
favorite school production to be in,” sophomore and
co-director Maggie Moran said. “It was so much fun,

and I'loved everyone I met there. And I think this year
will be no different. Our actors are all so talented and
nice and I'm sure this year’s one act productions will
be amazing!”

The last production of the year will be bittersweet. It
will be the seniors’ last high school production and for
many students, it will be their last performance until the
fall. More information about one acts and all other SPHS
drama items can be found at www.sphsdrama.com.
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Thank you to all the nurses in our
community who serve relentlessly
to keep us healthy. Your bravery,
compassion and dedication keep
our families going strong. Today
and every day, we say thank

you for your commitment to
Marylanders.
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HEALTH & FITNESS
BHS Hosts Wellness Fair

Can Nutrition And Lifestyle

Behaviors Increase Immunity?

emember
Deborah Badro Rthe old
The Severna Park saying
Racquetball and “you are what
Fitness Club

you eat?” Can
we control and
prevent diseases
with our diet?

In the United
States, adults
with COVID-19
with underlying
lifestyle-re-
lated chronic
diseases, including obesity, were more
likely to be hospitalized and die from
the disease.

Alot of research has been done on
this subject: the immune system is es-
sential for our health and well-being.
An optimally functioning immune
system is the body’s defense against
pathogens.

There are many risk factors for an
impaired immune system such as
chronic stress, sedentary lifestyle,
alcohol consumption, obesity, sub-
optimal nutrition, tobacco use and
sleep deprivation. These risk factors
decrease immune function, increase
inflammation and increase risk of
infectious disease.

There are six lifestyle behaviors to
enhance immunity: adopt a healthy
eating style, decrease stress, increase
physical activity, avoid alcohol, sleep
enough and treat tobacco use. I will
talk about a few of these in the fol-
lowing paragraphs and leave you with
some questions to ponder.

There are many dietary immune
suppressors. Inflammation is directly
linked to the immune system and is
the root cause of many conditions.
Processed sugar is an immune system
suppressor and increases inflamma-
tion. High-fat meats and processed
foods are also pro-inflammatory.
There are several ways to adopt a
healthy eating plan. Start by adding
essential nutrients for the immune
system, to include protein, vitamins,
folic acid, iron, selenium, zinc, ome-
ga-3 fatty acids and dietary fiber. Pro-
tein is the building block of immune
cells, while vitamin D and vitamin
C can reduce inflammation. Greens,
beans, onions, mushrooms, berries,
turmeric, ginger and garlic are all
good sources of these nutrients. Talk
to your dietitian or nutritionist about
how to include some of these power
foods in your diet.

Who among us has stress? If you
answered yes to this question, you
are not alone. Chronic stress leads
to an increase in cortisol, which is
pro-inflammatory. Increased cortisol
increases your appetite, which may
lead to increased sugar and fat intake,
decreased exercise, insomnia and al-
cohol use. Some ways to combat stress
are to practice gratitude, form healthy
relationships, take time for exercise

and meditation, adopt healthy eating
habits and get enough sleep. Foods
that may reduce stress are those high
in magnesium, like avocados, banan-
as, broccoli, pumpkin seeds, spinach,
and my favorite, dark chocolate.

How much physical activity are you
participating in per week? Physical in-
activity impairs immune function and
leads to inflammation and increases
risk of mortality, viral and bacterial
infection, cognitive decline, frail-
ty and decreased vaccine response.
Sedentary behavior is associated with
an increase in cardiovascular dis-
ease; cardiovascular mortality; Type
2 diabetes; and colon, endometrial or
lung cancer.

The ways to combat inactivity are
simply to get up and move. Studies
have shown that exercise increases
antibody production. Benefits from
exercise are obtained with at least 150
to 300 minutes of moderate physi-
cal activity.

Grab a friend, start a walking group.
Participate in a physical activity if
you are able. Join a gym if you are not
already a member. Consult with a per-
sonal trainer. Dance. Swim, bike ride,
learn to play pickleball with a friend.
Pickleball can be a fun way to spend
time with friends and get exercise too,
and there are many places to learn and
play at any age.

Alcohol misuse impairs immunity
and significantly weakens our defens-
es. Alcohol reduces the body’s natural
defenses, which in turn can increase
inflammation. According to the World
Health Organization, alcohol should
be avoided.

How many hours of sleep are you
getting per night? Poor sleep habits
decrease the immune system’s ability
to detect infectious agents and can
promote low-grade inflammation.
Studies show less than five to six
hours of sleep per night can negative-
ly impact immune function. Ways
to combat sleeping problems are to
establish a relaxing bedtime routine,
and keep your bedroom dark, quiet
and relaxing. Shut off electronic devic-
es at least 30 minutes before bedtime.
Exercise regularly and maintain a
healthy diet. Avoid large meals and
alcohol before bedtime.

Still smoking? Help is available to
quit. Smoking influences immunity
negatively. Nicotine is pro-inflamma-
tory and immunosuppressive.

We can create health and happiness
by how we live our lives. What do
these six areas look like in your life?
Are there any areas that could use
some improvement? The time is now.
If you need help in any of these areas,
contact your health care provider or
a professional who specializes in any
area you may be struggling with. We
are not an island. Reach out to friends,
family, professionals, and help your-
self create joy.

Photos by Victor Raspa

Broadneck High School’s third
annual wellness fair on April 26
included yoga demonstrations,
giveaways, games and information
provided by health professionals.
The school also collected
nonperishable food and hygiene
products for the Broadneck
Peninsula Food Pantry.
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Dining Out
: Around The Park

Photo courtesy of Bill Miles
Liv Constantine is the pen name of
sisters Lynne and Valerie
Constantine. In May they released
“The Senator’s Wife,” a psychological
suspense tale about a philanthropist
who suspects that her seemingly
perfect employee is secretly plotting
to steal her husband, her reputation
and even her life.

ark Books will wel-

come Liv Constantine

to Severna Park and
celebrate the release of “The
Senator’s Wife” on June 8
from 6:00pm-8:00pm at Cafe
Mezzanotte.

Liv Constantine is the pen

name of sisters Lynne Con-
stantine and Valerie Constan-

Senior Chile Combines
Authentic Oaxacan Cuisine
With American Alternatives

tine. Lynne and Valerie are
» Continued on page 56

Let's Gol Music Festival To Return

The event features non-stop
performances for all ages.

three-day Maryland music festival
A is about to return for its third year

at the Anne Arundel County Fair-
grounds in Crownsville. Let’s Go! Music
Festival, set for June 2-4, offers a rocking
lineup of both national and local acts.

Artists like LIVE, 311, Collective Soul,
Cold War Kids, and Silversun Pickups
will grace the main stage for the first two
days, providing non-stop performanc-
es for any age. Closing out the festival
will be an all-country lineup on June 4.
Chris Young, Kip Moore, Larry Fleet and
Pricilla Block will share their down-home
country root anthems to the thousands
of country lovers in Maryland.

New this year is the addition of a
second stage featuring local Maryland
bands showcasing their talents between
acts on the main stage. Artists such as
Johnny Poulos, Honey Sol, Soundwaves,
Daphne Eckman, and Jovon Newman
are already confirmed.

“We are thrilled to bring this lineup of
amazing artists to the fairgrounds,” said
Let’s Go! brother-and-sister founders Liz
Rawlings and Chris Hartman. “Growing
up, we spent our days chasing music
festivals around the country. Our love
» Continued on page 56

By Zach Sparks
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

riginally from Mexico, the
O Salmoran family is now living
the American dream.

After opening three Mexican-in-
spired restaurants in Anne Arundel
County, they opened their fourth,
Sefior Chile Cafe, in Severna Park at
the end of 2022.

In Maryland, they became familiar
with the Tex-Mex concept. Meals that
are often less spicy and include ingre-
dients not heavily used in Mexican

Top: Chilaquiles are fried corn
tortillas sauteed with grilled steak,
onions, either salsa verde or salsa
roja, and topped with queso fresco.
They are served with two eggs and a
side of black beans. Middle: The
huevos rancheros meal comes with
two eggs, topped with salsa, beans,
avocado, queso fresco and tortillas.
Left: The cortado, espresso mixed
with steamed milk, is not overly
sweet.

cooking: yellow cheese, sour cream,
canned vegetables, hard shells.

Patrons might find a few of those
Tex-Mex dishes at Sefior Chile, but
the menu complements those options
with an array of authentic cuisine
from the southwestern Mexican
state of Oaxaca, the Salmoran fami-
ly’s homeland.

Inside the restaurant, guests can
choose a table or one of the booths
overlooked by a mural of a woman
sporting skeletal face paint, drink in

» Continued on page 56
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CALLING YOUR BANK AND
RECOGNIZING THE VOICE.
THAT’S ARUNDEL FEDERAL.

LEARN MORE
ArundelFederal.com

5 Branches to Serve You
Annapolis | Brooklyn | Glen Burnie | Pasadena | Severna Park

410-768-7800

design inspiration in your neighborhood
580C Ritchie Hwy SPkitchenandbath.com
Severna Park, MD 21146 443-784-1325
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HAPPENS IN THE BRAIN

CONNECTIONS

HAPPEN IN THE HEART
CHESAPEAKE

Our technology works with your technology —
your brain — to focus your hearing. Call today to
learn how you can stay connected with life!

Get a Complimentary
Hearing Consultation to:

SCREEN your hearing, and find
out which sounds you've been
missing

LEARN about all of your
options for hearing care

treatment.
Dr. Allison Holtz-Caspar, Au.D., CCC-A
EXPERIENCE better (Severna Park)
hearing for yourself with a Mariya Hutto, Hearing Aid Dispenser
demonstration of hearing (Severna Park)
technology.

Come see the difference — call today to
schedule a complimentary hearing consultation

AUBIGY

CERTIFIED

Severna Park
HelpYourHearing.com 580 Ritchie Hwy, Ste |

Park Plaza

In Arnold

SHilEs

CANTINA
MEXICAN FOOD

MEXICAN FOOD

senorschile.com

410-421-1010

594 Benfield Road 1264 Bay Dale Drive
Severna Park, MD 21146 Arnold, MD 21012
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“Renfield” Takes An Interesting Turn With Dracula

By Audrey Ruppert

walked in to see “Renfield” ex-

I pecting a camp, silly rendition of
a classic vampiric tale — what
else can you expect from Nick Cage? I
walked out having witnessed exactly

that, in addition to a surprisingly
touching story about codependency,
narcissism and breaking away from
abusive relationships.

Nicholas Hoult plays Renfield. In
the original novel, Renfield is in an
asylum, driven mad by Dracula’s
influence — he consumes insects
instead of blood, to have even a sliver
of Dracula’s power. At the end of his
life, he begs others to break free of
Dracula, and attempts to fight him —
but dies in the process.

In this rendition, Renfield still con-
sumes insects and is curiously a “real
estate lawyer” — he seems to be a
mashup between the original Renfield
character and the original protagonist
of “Dracula,” Jonathan Harker (who
is a conveyancing solicitor, a unique
and boring type of English real estate
lawyer). Renfield met Dracula more
than 100 years ago, and much like
Harker, is an unassuming, good na-
tured and meek man. He has served
as a servant and familiar of Dracula
(Nicholas Cage) for all this time,
having abandoned his wife and child.
The pair now live in 21st century New
Orleans, and Renfield is still tasked
with bringing Dracula the blood of
good and innocent people. Plagued
with guilt, self-doubt and misery at

his codependent and abusive relation-
ship with Dracula, Renfield goes to a
local support group for those in toxic
relationships.

Slowly, Renfield begins to reclaim
agency over his life. He gets his own
place, and begins to fall for a local
police officer, Evelyn, who is dealing
with her own toxic relationship with
her employer. Her father was killed at

Your Help!

Give a little. Help a lot.

Our goal
is to raise

Goa

$20,000 for a new
van to distribute food
to families in Anne
Arundel County.

Wh o We help

over 3,500
families monthly with
healthy food options and
basic everyday necessities.

Please make checks payable to ACAN.
429 Asbury Road, Severna Park, MD 21146

If you have any questions,
please call

410.647.7667

501(c)(3) tax
deductible
donation.

Any questions email us at asbhury.acan@gmail.com.

the hands of the local mafia, and she
cannot seem to arrest those respon-
sible because the police department
is in bed with organized crime.
Together, Renfield and Evelyn begin
to make their own identities, apart
from the abusers who have dominated
their lives.

But as is so often the case, Ren-
field’s abuser becomes the most vi-

Photo courtesy of Michele K.
Short/Universal Pictures

Dracula (Nicolas Cage) and Renfield
(Nicholas Hoult) make director
Chris McKay’s film an entertaining
watch. Chris (Adrian Martinez) and
Rebecca (Awkwafina) play
supporting roles in the film.

cious and dangerous right as Renfield
attempts to break free and start his
own life. Dracula targets Renfield’s
loved ones, breaks him down, tells
him he’s worthless without Dracula,
tells him all he has suffered is his own
fault. Together, Renfield and Evelyn
finally find their voices and fight back.

Camp, witty, touching and utterly
hilarious, “Renfield” is a surprising-
ly engaging watch. The fight scenes
are well choreographed and about as
bloody as you'd expect from a vam-
pire slasher. Nicholas Cage is in his
element, delivering an over-the-top
Dracula who is surprisingly convinc-
ing as a narcissistic abuser (while still
being funny). Nicholas Hoult plays
the affable, sad-boy, sympathetic
Englishman well (down to the color-
ful “jumper” — which is what English
people call sweaters). His chemistry
with Evelyn is heartwarming. A
feel-good film about taking back your
life and standing up for yourself,
“Renfield” is well worth the watch.
You might find yourself laughing and
crying at the same time.

NICOLET. LIVINGSTON, ESQ.

Not sure where to start with Estate Planning?
Working with Nicole, you can be assured you will have comprehensive, well-
drafted documents that will protect your family and your legacy. Educating
her clients on diverse topics of estate planning and elder law while providing
compassionate advice has made Nicole a well-known estate planning attorney
in our community. Seeking out her service is a decision you will not regret and
will provide peace of mind to you and your family.
Call or email for a complimentary virtual or in-person initial consultation.
Council Baradel offers free parking at their office.

Livingston@CouncilBaradel.com | 410-268-6600
125 West Street, 4th Floor, Annapolis, MD 21401
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The Sky Isn't Falling — I Am

By Ben Schwalb
Humor Columnist

leven years ago, I went skydiving
and I didn’t die.

When my then-girlfriend and
[ arrived, we were immediately given a
stack of papers to read, initial and sign.
Evidently, skydiving carries certain
risks to your health, with death being
the main one.

These papers contained a lot of made-up
words such as “absolution” and “excul-
pate.” Obviously, they were written by a
lawyer who got a thesaurus for Christmas.
I found it odd that the company that
owned this place of business was called
Uninsured United Parachute Technologies
LLC. Wouldn't it be great if all businesses
were named so honestly? For example, the
Motor Vehicle Administration could be
called “Slow, Apathetic Bureaucracy Inc.”
So could Congress.

We then received special skydiving
training. Since we were doing “tandem,”
which is when you are strapped to an
instructor who basically does all the work,
our training consisted of a few deep knee
bends, some hip thrusts, and making
sure that we spoke English. This is very
important because when you're ready to
jump and the instructor tells you to bend
your knees and you don’t understand him,
he has to knock you unconscious with
a tire iron, which makes you miss most
of the fun.

Before we knew it, we were walking
toward a plane that looked much like the
one shown at the end of “Casablanca,”
only not as modern. To start the engine,
they had to hook a bunch of car batteries
to it. Apparently, it is standard operating
procedure for skydivers to bet their lives
on a flying contraption that Amelia Ear-

Summer Concert
Series Coming

To Annapolis

nnapolis Town Center is bringing
Aback free outdoor music with its
summer concert series, every
Friday from 5:00pm-8:00pm start-
ing June 2.

The summer’s roster features per-
formances by Red Dirt Revolution, The
Covers, Crushing Day, Weird Sci-
ence and more.

Summer concerts will be held at the
newly developed East Village. The Boat-
house Pavilion will transform into a stage
to create an outdoor music venue and
community gathering spot for all ages.

See the full schedule at www.an-
napolistowncenter.com/event-detail/
summer-concerts.

hart wouldn’t get in.

We got up to altitude. My girlfriend and
her instructor jumped first, which made
me realize that either this was no big deal,
since if she could do it, so could I, or she
was just as dense as I was, which would
explain why she agreed to go out with me
in the first place.

When I got to the death portal, or
whatever they call that big opening where
you jump out, the view was just as huge
and ominous as I'd imagined. [ bent my
knees as I'd been instructed in my seven
minutes of training, grabbed my harness
straps and wheeeeeeeeeee!

We fell at approximately 56,000 miles
per hour for about a minute. Then my in-
structor pulled the cord to open the chute.
It felt as though I were being lifted upward
— in reality, my descent was being greatly
slowed. Suddenly, it was quiet. No wind
rushing past. Just serenity. The view was
magnificent.

My instructor gave me the parachute
controls and had me do some turns, which
felt great except for the dizziness and nau-
sea. I gave back the controls and enjoyed
the rest of the descent. It was so beautiful,
so peaceful.

We came to the ground at an angle and
had a smooth landing. My instructor dis-
connected his harness from mine and we
stood up. My videographer later gave me a
disc with lots of photos and a five-minute
video in which he thoughtfully edited out
my screaming.

If you've never skydived, add it to your
bucket list. It is wonderful to leap into the
abyss, with no need to hold onto anything,
and enjoy freedom and beauty unfettered
by the problems of this world. This is one
life experience that [ will never forget —
at least until Alzheimer’s kicks in.

Cafe Mezzanotte,
Park Books

» Continued from page 52

national and international bestselling
authors with more than 1 million
copies sold worldwide. Their books
have been translated into 28 languag-
es, published in 33 countries, optioned
for development in both television
and film, and praised by USA Today,
The Sunday Times, People and “Good
Morning America,” among many
others. Their debut novel, “The Last
Mrs. Parrish,” was a Reese’s Book Club
selection.

Tickets can be purchased for $36.
This includes the book, a charcuterie
grazing station and soft drinks. There
are limited guest tickets for $8. A cash
bar will be available. For more infor-
mation, visit www.parkbooksmd.com.

Serior Chile Offers Authentic Cuisine

» Continued from page 52

hand. The image conjures Dia de Muertos,
Day of the Dead, which celebrates life and
death. Sugar skulls and other trinkets
line the shelves above the bar, which seats
six people.

It’s a small, intimate space, where
Sefior Chile staff members want people
to enjoy food that has delighted their
families for generations.

Manager Harry Salmoran — whose
father, Fredy, started the family business
— acknowledged that sentiment when
asked about infusing the menu with
Oaxacan cuisine.

“Growing up, we ate the food that my
mom would make with her mom in Mex-
ico: soups, mole, frijoles, guisados,” he
said, later adding, “Luckily, we also have
alot of our family, that being uncles,
aunts, cousins, brothers, working in the
restaurants. It also is like our very own
quality control team. Most of us ate the
same food growing up. We know how it’s
supposed to taste, so this helps us main-
tain our flavors in line with the real deal”

From breakfast to lunch and dinner,
Sefior Chile has no shortage of flavors.

For breakfast, the restaurant has meals
consisting of flour tortillas pressed on
a grill, with different combinations of
eggs, beans, avocado, pico de gallo, cherry
tomatoes, bacon, lettuce and salsa.

A few Mexican staples headline the
breakfast menu. Chilaquiles are fried
corn tortillas sauteed with grilled steak,
onions, either salsa verde or salsa roja,
and topped with queso fresco. Think
nachos, but softer, with the salsa serving
as the main star of the dish instead
of cheese. Chilaquiles are served with
two eggs and a side of black beans. The
huevos rancheros come with two eggs,
topped with salsa ranchero, and beans,
avocado, queso fresco and tortillas.

The breakfast options include some-
thing for the whole family whether they
are craving pancakes (chocolate chip,
blueberry, strawberry, cinnamon or
plain), French toast, omelets or avo-
cado toast.

Sefior Chile partners with Rise Up
Coffee Roasters and sells coffee, lattes,
cortados, cappuccino, expresso, macchi-
atos, frozen smoothies and other drinks.
The drinks are not overly sugary.

Equally impressive is the lunch and
dinner menu with tacos, burritos,
mariscos (seafood), fuertes (entrees) and
combinations.

Order cheese and sour cream on a taco
in Mexico and you may receive a look
of consternation. More often, Mexico

tacos include cilantro and onions, with a
healthy squeeze of lime juice. Sefior Chile
offers the best of both worlds: the street
taco, for those wanting authentic tacos,
and Tex-Mex tacos.

Choose your protein: carne asada
(grilled beef), pollo (chicken), carni-
tas (similar to pulled pork), al pastor
(spit-roasted pork), barbacoa, shrimp,
Mexican chorizo, lengua (beef tongue),
tinga (pulled chicken), ground beef or
grilled vegetables.

For salivating tacos, quesadillas, gord-
itas or mulinas, try the birria meat. The
Setior Chile variety features slow-roasted
barbacoa, onion, cilantro and cheese
stuffed into a tortilla. Those ingredients,
combined with the barbacoa juices, pack
a flavorful punch.

Sefior Chile has plenty of other street
food. Gorditas are made using fried corn
dough stuffed with black beans, protein,
lettuce, onion, cilantro and queso fresco.
Mulitas are a mix between a taco and a
quesadilla, with Oaxacan cheese. A torta
is a sandwich filled with meat, lettuce,
tomato, onions and jalapenos.

The “combinations” portion of the
menu has mixtures of mole, tacos, tama-
les, sopes, gorditas, enchiladas and other
dishes. Feeling adventurous? El Macho
contains cactus, which is slightly bitter
and has a crunchy texture.

Vegetarian options include fajitas,
portobello tacos and enchiladas.

Sefior Chile offers mezcal and tequila
flights, margaritas, mojitos, coffee with
liquor, and signature cocktails.

At Sefior Chile Café, there is always a
celebration of food and culture. For Sal-
moran, it keeps him close to home.

“Oaxaca is also known as the flavor
capital of Mexico [with] mole, barbacoa,
and al pastor being some of our special-
ties,” Salmoran said. “Sauces are still
made by our mom every week for all our
restaurants. It’s been nice being able to
see our parents live the American dream,
being able to come here with nothing
to work multiple jobs/hours every day,
to owning four restaurants, opening a
couple more this year and doing it as a
family, together.”

Where To Find
SENOR CHILE

CAFE
594 Benfield Road, Severna Park

410-431-3000

Let’s Go! Music Festival To Return

» Continued from page 52

for eclectic sounds, live performances,
and Maryland made it an easy choice to
bring this one-of-a-kind experience to
our hometown.”

Focused on the full attendee expe-
rience, Let’s Go! will also feature yard
games presented by Peake Social. Festi-
val goers can try their hand at ping pong,
cornhole, bocce ball and more. Take a
break and explore Vendor Village, where
local merchants will sell a variety of
handmade clothing, arts, gifts and more.
Businesses such as Magothy Tie Dyes
and Wicked Gypsy Bohemian Boutique
will be onsite.

Sprinkled throughout the festival
grounds will also be Instagram-worthy
photo opportunities for event-going
documentation: a storage container with
amural by world-renowned artist Jeff
‘Jahru” Huntington, a step and repeat
experience, and nautical-themed decora-
tions. When hunger calls, head to Food
Truck Alley and nosh on the region’s best
food trucks featuring quesabirria tacos
to sliced brisket barbecue platters and
everything in between.

Tickets are available for purchase on
the Let’s Go! Music Festival website.
Children 12 and under are free. For more
information, visit www.letsgofest.com.
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LOOKING FOR A GREAT PLACE
TO DINE? OR FAMILY FUN?

Be sure to check out the loice’s
Entertainment & Dining Guide!

Coming In June

QEVERNA PARK A VOICE

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1981

We specialize in residential & commercial
custom seamless gutters, gutter guards,
aluminum fascia and other metal work.

Before After

- Family owned business - Affordable and
- Licensed and Insured fair pricing
- 100% customer satisfaction guaranteed

Call 410-487-4157
for a free estimate today!

MHIC #131237

SPRING IS ON THE WAY AND

LIFE Is IN FULL BLOOM
AT FIVE STAR

HEARTLANDS
ASSISTED LIVING AT SEVERNA PARK

715 Benfield Road ¢« Severna Park, MD 21146
410-729-1600

Fresh air means fresh opportunities at Heartlands at Severna Park.
Whether you’re looking for more relaxation this spring or new activities
with friends, we’ve got it all. Enjoy a chef-prepared meal in our dining
room, join your friends for a Lifestyle360 class, or simply put your feet up
and relax while we take care of the housekeeping. With a dedicated team
of professionals, maintenance-free living, and our signature Warmth &
Hospitality, you’ll fall in love with our lifestyle.

Call to discover the new opportunities waiting for you.

www.HeartlandsAssistedLiving.com
V ASSISTED LIVING « MEMORY CARE
REHABILITATION

FIVE STAR et (I-)'
SENIOR LIVING ©2019 Five Star Senior Living Friendly i
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CEO
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lease give
a warm
welcome

to our new-
est members
(find them
in our direc-
tory at www.
gspacc.com).

Heidler Inc.

— Since 1947,

Heidler Inc.
has been the leader in plumbing
and heating solutions throughout
the Annapolis area. Over the years,
its business has expanded to in-
clude a full range of plumbing ser-
vices, from repairs to maintenance.
Customers also look to Heidler Inc.
as their gas log fireplace experts;
its professional installations add
an aesthetic touch to any property.
Heidler Inc. offers round-the-clock
service with a live operator taking
your call.

Alcove Event Studio — (new
bronze member) Alcove Event Studio
is an intimate and charming private

event venue located in Severna
Park, offering hourly space rentals
and decor packages for special cele-
brations, corporate events, birthday
parties, baby showers, micro-wed-
dings and more. Like an alcove in a
home, Alcove Event Studio is your
personal nook to be transformed
for intimate events.

From a cozy dinner party to an
upscale micro-wedding or business
networking, Alcove Event Studio
can be used for any type of event.
Transform a space and let Alcove
help execute your vision, then relax
and enjoy your momentous occa-
sion. Contact the team to book your
event today.

Severn River Dental — You only
get one smile, and Severn River
Dental Health Center has a wide
range of dental treatments in
Severna Park to help you maximize
its potential. Whatever your dental
goals may be, these dentists and
this team can help with the follow-
ing services: cosmetic dentistry,
general and family dentistry, tech-
» Continued on page 60

Image Creators Celebrates
35 Years In Severna Park

By Laura McElwain Colquhoun
I n the 35 years Image Creators has

been in business in Severna Park,

owner Silvia Campana has seen
many changes in the salon industry,
but her business’ core values have
not changed.

“Coaching, mentoring and building
team members’ skills for them to be-
come successful has been our mind-
set,” Campana said. “On day one, I ask
new team members what their goals
and dreams are and how we can help
achieve them.”

Campana emphasized that edu-
cation is an important aspect of her
business model. Referring to Im-
age Creators as a “teaching salon,”
Campana said Image Creators prefers
to hire service providers as soon as
they become licensed. She credits this
hiring approach to one of the reasons
they have been successful.

Image Creators provides continuing
education, depending on the service
area, to keep current on the latest
trends and products. Staff members
at Image Creators continually bring
education to their salon and spa.

Other areas important to Campana
are the trust and loyalty staff mem-
bers create with customers.

“Building relationships is what it is
all about,” she said. “It’s a family feel.”

Campana said she’s had some of the
same customers since 1982, six years
before she opened Image Creators.

One area that has changed in Cam-
pana’s years of business, though, has

been the advent of social media.

“It has been a big shift because peo-
ple are so visual now,” Campana said.
The biggest challenge Image Cre-
ators has faced in its years of business
was the COVID-19 pandemic. Campa-
na’s doors, like other small business-
es, were closed for more than 60 days.
Image Creators’ first location was
in what is now the Robinson Crossing

shopping center. Outgrowing that
space, it moved to its current location
in Park Plaza in 2001, tripling the
business’ square footage.

Campana’s business has undergone
several renovations in its current
location. The latest renovation was
completed about a year ago, and the
salon was closed for a short time
while the work was completed.

Image Creators employs team
members that provide services
which include hair, nails, facials
and massages.

Image Creators will celebrate its
35th anniversary in early fall with a
grand reopening.

“I am blessed to be a part of this
community for 35 years,” Campana
said. “I never dreamt in a million
years we would be in business this
long. It was all part of the process of
taking one step, then another step,
in growing.”

To find out more information on
services that Image Creators pro-
vides, or to make appointments, call
410-544-8852 or visit www.imagecre-
atorssalonandspa.com.
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The Great Responsibility

Jason LaBarge

LaBarge
Financial

uring
his “60
Min-

utes” piece on
artificial intelli-
gence (AI) that
aired April 16,
Scott Pelley said
he’d been doing
the news his
entire career,
and this was
the first time he
was speechless. He watched in awe at Al
creating moving poetry. Watching the
same piece had me confused, concerned
and intrigued. Inspired by our current
Al explosion, I am going to outline

my concerns and my opinion on this
incredible technology.

In a 2022 Al Impacts survey of 738
million Al researchers, 50% said they
believe that there’s a 10% or greater
chance that humans go extinct from
our inability to control Al In the same
survey, Al researchers were asked their
thoughts on how likely it is that in 30
years, Al will be vastly better than hu-
mans at all professions — 60% was the
median survey answer. There’s a lot to

unpack there, and as a human, that is

a troubling thing to swallow. With this
subject in mind, I consulted a popular
Al chat bot to get its insight. [ asked
how Al could harm humans and society.
It, unfortunately, listed many ways it
could do so.

The Al chat bot listed “job displace-
ment” as a major threat to society. As
stated in the survey statistic, it may
seem as though humans having jobs
would be redundant and a thing of
the past. That might sound intriguing
at first glance, but what would we do
for money? How would we be able to
support our daily lives? What would
human existence even mean?

It is frightening to think that our ex-
ponential advancement of technology
likely has a positive correlation for the
chance of having a serious existential
dilemma on our hands.

“With great power comes great
responsibility” — as the famous “Spi-
der-Man” quote goes. Some researchers
are comparing Al to be as influential as
the invention of fire. So, how can we be
responsible with this high intelligence
behemoth to foster a healthy relation-
» Continued on page 60

Silvia Campana’s business, Image Creators Salon and Spa has undergone
several renovations in its current location.
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HOA Board members

@
el et
Business Cleans Up pcedlegaladvie
PS -When to amend your documents
Communlty Center -Enforcing against violations

-Collecting unpaid fees
-Anything else HOA related

Callyourlocal HOA
attorney today!

Find out more at www.FLSlawyer.com
f Follow us on Facebook

Community Association questions

answered at www.FLSlawyer.com/blog/

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D

Severna Park, Maryland 21146

443-906-0117

bfellner@flslawyer.com

www.FLSlawyer.com

Warfield & Darrah, P.C.

Attorneys at Law
Paula . Darrah

CheckMark Power Washing owner and Park resident Alex Prevezianos - Voted
donated a power wash to the Severna Park Community Center on April 24. All Famlly Law Matters Best Lawyer
Divorce ~ Property Division ~ Custody 2020, 2021,
Alimony ~ Child Support ~ Wills 2022, 2023

Eco Adventures Celebrates 10 Years A i

W]_th E ar th D ay EXtI’ avagan 74 Offering Free V2 I—é(:llli sz?zlézﬁi(;nfoﬁzr;ote Conferencing,

Severna Park II, 838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 2, Severna Park, Maryland 21146
(410) 544-1020 www.darrahfamilylaw.com

6-MONTH CD
6.00%..

Insured & Guaranteed

Severna Park

443-924-7252

40 Locations Nationwide

As Seen On:

Millersville-based Eco Adventures chose to honor Mother Earth on its
10-year business anniversary April 15. Along with co-host Macaroni KID
Pasadena-Severna Park-Glen Burnie, Eco Adventures invited families for
a day of face painting and pony rides, conservation, vendors,
performances by Priddy Music Academy and Theater in the Park, and
more. The Jing Ying Institute of Kung Fu & Tai Chi sponsored the event.

Annual percentage yield. Yield and deposit amount, subject to availability. Penalty for early
withdrawal. *Promotional incentives included to obtain yield. Certain restrictions apply.
Rates may vary depending on deposit amount. All bank accounts are FDIC insured.
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nology (crowns and implants), oral
surgery and restorative dentistry,
all done in-house.

Hunt for Hope Wellness — If you
are ready for a long-lasting treat-
ment solution that brings a halt to
your weight loss struggles, calms
the addiction cravings, relieves
post-traumatic stress disorder
symptoms, reduces pain, promotes
sleep, and puts an end to the pre-
scription drugs and the long string
of treatments, therapists and doc-
tor visits, then let Hunt for Hope
Wellness help you.

Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Man-
agement — Founded by Arthur J.
Gallagher in Chicago in 1927, this
business has grown to be one of the
leading insurance brokerages, risk
management, and human resources
and benefits consulting companies
in the world. With significant reach
internationally, the organization
employs more than 39,000 people
and its global network provides ser-
vices in more than 130 countries.

Chris Gives Foundation — A non-
profit formed to help those who are
struggling by providing low cost or
free auto repair. The founder is the
owner of the Midas franchises in
Anne Arundel County.

We were honored to celebrate the
10-year anniversary of Eco Ad-

FREE

Estimates

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

MHIC
#9961

AROUND THE HOUSE

CHESAPEAKE WINDOW
CLEANING CO.

- Residential window cleaning
- Serving local area for 35 years
- Family owned and operated

410-280-2284

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

W || HEGARTY

Quality workmanship at affordable prices for over 30 years

Siding | Roofing | Windows
Doors | Concrete | Repair
Additions | Porches and More!

Chamber Update

ventures in Millersville during its
Earth Day celebration. Hundreds
came out for the pony rides, a magi-
cian, music, food and, of course, an-
imals. Eco Adventures is an educa-
tion, enrichment and conservation
organization that offers hands-on
environmental education to people
of all ages.

It has been three years since the
founding of the Horse and People
Project, and we enjoyed a celebra-
tion with owner Maria Alessandri
at her beautiful farm in David-
sonville. She has created a unique
self-development program for
adults that builds leadership and
problem-solving skills using horses.

Our Multi-Chamber Business
Builder Breakfast was held at Hel-
las Restaurant & Lounge, with
more than 130 registrations. The
sponsor was Anne Arundel Work-
force Development Corporation,
and it was an energetic and produc-
tive event where people could meet
and find ways to work together.

The Successful Women in Busi-
ness Group held its First Cup Club
at the gorgeous Bryki Gallery in
Millersville. Owner Sara Bryki is an
international expert on all things
crystals and has opened a beautiful
showroom with home décor, jewel-
ry and more. If you are looking for
something unique for the home or
office, you will find it at the Bry-
ki Gallery.

Our Wellness Business Connec-
tions Group held its monthly meet-

ing at The Social in Severna Park.
Practitioners enjoyed in-depth
networking and some good food.

Don’t miss our Shop Local Fun
Fiesta, to be held in Park Plaza on
May 6 from 11:00am-3:00pm. We
will have exhibitors, entertainment,
a DJ, food and more! Our gold
sponsors will donate 50% of their
sponsorships to charities. Gold
sponsors are Landmark Roofing,
Dodgebow Annapolis, SERVPRO
of Severna Park/Arnold, the
Jing Ying Institute of Kung Fu
& Tai Chi and Kogen Dojo. Silver
sponsors are Kwon’s Taekwon-
do, the Lash Lounge Annapolis
and Advance Auto Parts. Bronze
sponsors are CertaPro Painters of
Severna Park, Mosquito Squad,
Neat Wall TV, Delegate Heather
Bagnall, Griswold Home Care,
The Blended Essentials and Ed-
ward Jones/Brian Conrad.

Registration is open for our
Independence Day Parade. The
parade will be held in Severna Park
on Tuesday, July 4, from 10:00am
to noon. The theme of our parade
is “Broad Stripes, Bright Stars and
Big Hearts.” The grand marshal is
Wayne Gerst, a lifelong resident and
philanthropist.

We love to see floats and have cre-
ated a special contest to award $500
in three categories: Best Overall,
Most Patriotic and Most Original.

For more information about the
parade, events or membership,
please visit www.gspacc.com.

* Water Heaters
* Disposals

* Sump Pumps

* Toilets

Quality Since 1957

Residential - Commercial
Sales-Service-Installation-Repairs

* Backflow Services * Water Main Repairs
* Sinks & Showers
* Frozen Lines

* Big or Small Jobs

RUSSELL R. DWYER, INC.
Dwyer Plumbing & Heating
(410) 647-3030

www.dwyerplumbinginc.com
8377-B Jumpers Hole Road, Millersville, MD 21108

* Leaky Faucets & Pipes
* Clogged Drains & Sewer
* Low Water Pressure

MD Lic 63813

CHECKMARK POWER
WASHING

ASKABOUT OUR

INTERIOR
Kitchens | Baths
Drywall | Painting | Plaster
Repair and More!

www.cornetthvac.com

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE
LICENSED - INSURED

410-721-0633

50 EAST REMODELING

www.50eastremodeling.com

AFFORDABLE OUTDOOR KITCHENS 410-696-7300
741 Generals Highway, Suite 100, Millersville, MD 21108

www.aokitchens.com

ALBRECHT PROPERTIES
& HOME IMPROVEMENTS

1215 Oak Harbour Court, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.albrechthomeimprovements.com

BEAR LANDSCAPING INC.

8116 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.bearlandscaping.com

www.checkmarkpowerwash.com

CORNETT HEATING & COOLING
104 Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122

CUNNINGHAM CONTRACTING
1541 Defense Highway, Gambrills, MD 21054

HEIDLER, INC.

208 Taylor Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.heidlerplumbing.com

The Great
Responsibility

» Continued from page 58
ship between it and mankind?

Fear is OK, but adaptation and em-
bracing are what is required because Al
isn’t going anywhere. From an invest-
ment perspective, Al seems to provide
immense opportunity that we should
be following today. I don’t claim to be
smart enough to be able to answer the
above existential threats that Al poses,
nor can [ create a political framework
that regulates this technology, but I
know a promising investment when
I see one, and artificial intelligence
seems to fill that category.

The views stated are not necessarily
the opinion of Cetera and should not be
construed directly or indirectly as an offer
to buy or sell any securities mentioned
herein. Due to volatility within the markets
mentioned, opinions are subject to change
without notice. Information is based on
sources believed to be reliable; however,
their accuracy or completeness cannot be
guaranteed. Past performance does not
guarantee future results.

Jason LaBarge, financial advisor and
president of LaBarge Financial

7 Riggs Avenue, Severna Park, MD 21146
443-647-4321

Securities and advisory services offered
through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC,
member FINRA/SIPC, a broker dealer and
a registered investment adviser. Cetera is
under separate owner named entity.

410-694-7474

HIMMEL’S LAWN &
LANDSCAPE SERVICES

4374 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.himmelsgardencenter.com

410-255-7730

HOMESTEAD GARDENS
LANDSCAPE DIVISION

743 W. Central Avenue
Davidsonville, MD 21035

410-867-6336

www.landscape.homesteadgardens.com

410-969-0669

LANDMARK ROOFING

443-223-7453

540 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 3
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.remodelwithlandmark.com

443-848-0581

MAIDHEALTHY

410-897-0040

2567 Housley Road, Annapolis, MD 21401

410-647-6979

www.maidhealthy.biz

MoLLY MAID OF CENTRAL

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY

410-721-8757

www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

410-500-2266
DOVE REMODELING

MOSQUITO SQUAD

410-439-5700

8611 Fort Smallwood Road # C, Pasadena, MD 21122

8057 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108

www.doveremodelingservices.com

FENCE & DECK CONNECTION

410-757-5511

www.fenceanddeckconnection.com

410-360-7703

www.hardshellcoatings.com

HARDSHELL COATINGS

THREE RIVERS BUILDERS, LLC
156 Ritchie Highway, Severna, MD 21146

410-541-4310

410-349-8080

1517 Ritchie Highway, Suite 102, Arnold, MD 21012
www.mollymaid.com

877-667-0823

www.mosquitosquad.com

SEVERNA PARK
KITCHEN & BATH

443-784-1325

580 Suite C Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spkitchenandbath.com

410-936-5946

www.threeriversbuilders.com
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TURF & LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT 410-881-6256
8245 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Pasadena, MD 21122

www.turfandlandscapemanagement.com

W.R. FLATER GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.wrflater.com

FOOD, DRINK & ENTERTAINMENT

CAFE MEZZANOTTE

410-544-9117

410-647-1100
760 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

www. cafemezzanotte.com

CHICK-FIL-A - SEVERNA PARK 410-647-6232

511 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spcfa.com

CORWELL & SON LIQUORS 410-647-9336
170 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146

www.facebook/corwellsonliquors

DONUT SHACK 410-544-0278

497 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

FISHPAWS MARKETPLACE

954 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012
www.fishpawsmarket.com

410-647-7363

GARRY’S GRILL 410-544-0499

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.garrysgrill.com

GOSKA’S LIQUORS

501 Leelyn Drive, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.goskas.com

410-647-4041

HARBOUR SPIRITS

527 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.harbourspirits.com

410-544-6377

LEDO P1ZZA - MILLERSVILLE 410-729-3333

8531 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108

www.ledopizza.com/store/millersville

LEDO P1ZZA - SEVERNA PARK 410-544-3344

552-E Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.ledopizza.com/store/severna-park
PORT TACK LTD. WINE & SPIRITS

1246 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.porttackltd.com

410-974-0800

SEVERNA PARK LANES 410-647-0811

840 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gobowlingsevernapark.com

SEVERNA PARK TAPHOUSE 410-793-5759

58 W. Earleigh Heights Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparktaphouse.com

HEALTH, BEAUTY & FITNESS

BRIGHTVIEW SENIOR LIVING

SEVERNA PARK 410-220-6858

469 Jumpers Hole Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.brightviewseniorliving.com

CHESAPEAKE HEARING CENTERS 410-881-0426

580 Ritchie Highway, Suite I, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.helpyourhearing.com

HEARING SOLUTIONS

AUDIOLOGY CENTER 410-672-1244

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.hearsolutions.com

HEARTLANDS ASSISTED
LIVING AT SEVERNA PARK

715 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.heartlandsassistedliving.com

410-729-1600

410-975-0090

www.RutzenEye.com

RUTZEN

EYE SPECIALISTS
& LASER CENTER

©

HOSPICE OF THE CHESAPEAKE

90 Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.hospicechesapeake.org

410-987-2003

IMAGE CREATORS SALON AND SPA  410-544-8852

568-F Ritchie Highway,Severna Park, MD 21146
www.imagecreatorssalonandspa.com

SEVERNA PARK RACQUETBALL

& FITNESS CLUB 410-987-0980

8514 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.sprfc.com
SPRING ARBOR OF SEVERNA PARK

838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 3
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.springarborliving.com

410-544-7774

UM BALTIMORE WASHINGTON
MEDICAL CENTER

301 Hospital Drive, Glen Burnie, MD 21601
www.umms.org/bwmc

410-787-4000

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com

THE COTTAGE

410-544-0072

410-647-6742

562 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

www.shopthecottage.com
HIMMEL’S LANDSCAPE
& GARDEN CENTER

4374 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.himmelsgardencenter.com

410-255-7730

HOMESTEAD GARDENS 410-384-7966

522 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.homesteadgardens.com

NATURE JUNCTION 410-544-2628

568-G Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.www.facebook.com/naturejunctions68/

SAVVY CONSIGNMENT 410-647-1636

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.savvyconsignment.com

SIDE STREET FRAMERS 410-544-9050

558 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.sidestreetframers.com

ARUNDEL FEDERAL 410-544-9600

50 W. McKinsey Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.arundelfederal.com

THE BANK OF GLEN BURNIE 410-544-0270

534 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.bofgh.com
BRAD KAPPEL OF TTR SOTHEBY’S
INTERNATIONAL REALTY

209 Main Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.bradkappel.com

THE DAVID ORSO TEAM OF
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES PENFED REALTY
8 Evergreen Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.davidorso.com

443-372-7171

DIGGS LAW 410-244-1189

8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 302, Millersville, MD 21108
www.diggslaw.com
EAGLE TITLE

181 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Suite 200
Annapolis, MD 21401
www.eagletitle.com

410-266-3600

FELLNER LEGAL SERVICES 443-906-0117

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park, MD 21146

www.flslawyer.com

FRAME & FRAME

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 410-255-0373

8562 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frameandframelaw.com
FRANK & BILL’'S AUTO COLLISION

3306 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frankandbills.com

410-255-3368

GARDINER & APPEL 410-647-7777

570 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gardinerappelgroup.com

THE GREAT AMERICAN CAR WASH  410-544-9009

825 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.thegreatamericancarwash.com

MAIN STREET HOME LOANS 443-254-0381

479 Jumper Hole Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.mainstreethomeloans.com
MELISSA BLOHM OF LONG

& FOSTER REAL ESTATE

145 Main Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.homesbymelissablohm.com

410-991-5967

MORAN INSURANCE 410-544-3422

696 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

www.moraninsurance.com

SEVERNA PARK AUTOMOTIVE 410-647-8322

499 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparkautomotive.com
VCA CALVERT VETERINARY CENTER 410-360-7297

4100 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.calvertvet.com

JIM’S BODY SHOP
410-647-1178

Family Owned & Operated for 45 Years

* All work guaranteed for as
long as you own the vehicle

* FREE estimates

* We accept all insurance

410-280-5600
247 Keedy’s Lane | Pasadena, MD
Owner - JimKeedy | Fax 410-647-4231
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Brad Kappel Leads The Way In Luxury Listings

Annapolis Touts Staying Power As
Vacation Home Destination

By Lauren Cowin

uaint, but not isolated, is how Realtor Brad
Kappel describes his hometown of Annapolis —
and he’s made a career of selling it.

Realestate wasn’t Kappel’s first venture. Upon
graduating from college, he found himself as the chef at
his family’s restaurant. Next, he was the sales manager
for local radio station WRNR. During that time, he
purchased his own waterfront home and the agent with
whom he worked suggested he try real estate.

Kappel took the advice, and after a decade in the busi-
ness, he branched out on his own in 2020. Today, he is
executive vice president for TTR Sotheby’s International
Realty and a leading waterfront Realtor in Maryland.

“I thought the real estate market was going to grind to
ahalt,” Kappel recalled of the early pandemic era.

Instead, since his clients are mostly second home-
owners from the Washington, D.C., region, the rise of
COVID-19 sent them out of the city and into vacation
homes on the water in nearby Annapolis.

“I'was kind of in the right place at the right time in my
career,” Kappel said. “T'd just launched my solo practice
and then the market became a sellers’ market, and I
was right there to service the rising tide as the mar-
ket went up.”

The coronavirus era ushered in a heightened level of
interest in Annapolis as potential buyers wanted to stay

Brad Kappel brings his passion for life on the
water to his real estate practice.

within driving distance of their primary homes.

“They wanted somewhere they could go for 24 hours
and go back to the city if they needed to. So our market
has stayed extremely strong,” Kappel explained, adding
that currently he’s seeing listings sell in 10 days to
two weeks.

An avid boater himself, Kappel enjoys sharing his
passion for the Chesapeake Bay.

“[It’s] a unique body of water because it’s big enough

and broad enough
B RAD that you can go
t dvent
KAPPEL  ndyoudonttee
TTR | Sothebys imiofih

INTERNATIONAL REALTY learn the entire bay

— there’s so many
day trips,” Kappel said. “It’s the perfect boating lifestyle
type town.”

Another reason why Kappel said the luxury wa-
terfront home market in Annapolis has continued to
hold strong beyond the pandemic buying panic is that,
compared to other popular vacation home hotspots,
Annapolis offers tremendous value.

“You can get a complete lifestyle and a nice home on
a nice property for $2 [million] to $3 million versus the
other markets that we compete with ... you’d have to be
in the $10-20 million range to get a similar property,”
Kappel said.

Given the low inventory of waterfront homes in the
area and steady demand, Kappel advises potential buy-
ers to work with an agent who specializes in the type of
listings they are looking to buy.

“You really want to work with an agent that rep-
resents and lists a lot of waterfront property because
you have a better chance of getting access to something
before the general public knows about it,” Kappel said.
“We connect the dots, like a matchmaker, often off
market with people.”

...
Great Oak Roofing Helps Homeowners Protect Their Investment

By Zach Sparks

ome people have horror stories when it comes to
S contractors. Jobs not done right. Homeowners
overcharged.

Ben Pascal got into the roofing business because he
wanted to offer a different experience, one that priori-
tized quality and reliability.

“My main focus is helping people with their prob-
lems,” Ben said. “I'm not trying to run a multi-mil-
lion-dollar advertising company that happens to sell
roofing and siding.”

Ben is focused on offering the best-quality products
and installation at the best price, while attending to
each customer’s personal needs.

He opened Great Oak Roofing and assembled a team
of licensed, insured and bonded professionals with
more than 40 years of experience in the roofing indus-
try. What'’s more, they are all GAF installers, meaning
they have specialized training from one of the leading
roofing materials manufacturers in North America.

Now, he is tasked with handling one of the most
important assets a family can own: a roof.

“It’s not an expense. It’s an investment,” he said. “A
house with a new roof [can] sell twice as fast.”

How does someone know if they need a new roof?
Cracked or missing shingles are one giveaway, as is
moss growth or discoloration. But short-term fixes are
usually not the best way to resolve the problem.

“[A homeowner] can get one leak and they patch it,
and then they get another leak and they patch it,” Ben
said. “Then their drywall is damaged, and it destroys
the floor.”

When customers call Great Oak Roofing, the
company will order a three-dimensional model of the
house — that day or the next day — using drone pho-
tography paired with EagleView or Hover software.
That way, the Great Oak team can design the home-
owner’s ideal roof while staying within a budget.

“From shingles to slate to cedar, we can do any kind

Ben Pascal is focused on offering the best-quality
products and installation at the best price, while
attending to each customer’s personal needs.

of roof,” Ben said, adding that supplies can match the
homeowner’s color preference.

Ben said the process is low-pressure. He does not
push his staff to meet a sales quota and instead wants
them to make sure they are doing what is best for
each customer.

“The customer doesn’t pay anything until we do the
drone flyover and they are 100% happy,” Ben said.

Not only does the company offer roofing products,
but it also offers six-inch gutters with gutter guards at
cost. Great Oak also provides CertainTeed and James
Hardie siding.

“Siding is your most dramatic aesthetic feature,”
Ben said. “It’s the most important thing you can do to
improve the look of your house.”

Ben takes great pride in his work and giving back to

his community.
He takes “wound-
ed warriors,” or
veterans, hunting
on his family’s
farm on the
Eastern Shore. He
also donates to
Universal Aid for
Children, which is dedicated to fulfilling the medical,
educational and emotional needs of orphans, orphan-
age graduates, displaced children and young people
with disabilities in the Odessa region of Ukraine.

Ben is the grandson of former Anne Arundel Coun-
ty Executive Robert “Bob” Pascal, who was known for
his philanthropy. He opened Robert A. Pascal Youth
and Family Services Inc. and the Pascal Crisis Stabi-
lization Center to help people with behavioral and
mental health struggles.

“He was a pillar in the community,” Ben said. “I just
want to keep the tradition going and follow in his
footsteps.”

Great Oak Roofing offers a 5% discount to seniors,
veterans and active-duty military members, and pre-
vious customers.

Financing is available, with 0% and low-pay-
ment options.

Great Oak Roofing serves homeowners within a
40-mile radius of Severna Park. For more information,
call 443-346-4790, email bpascal@greatoakroofing.com
or visit www.greatoakroofing.com.

Members of the community can also meet Ben
during Great Oak Roofing’s ribbon-cutting ceremony
at the Greater Severna Park and Arnold Chamber
of Commerce, located at 1 Holly Avenue, June 3
at 11:30am.

“Ijust want people to have a good experience, a
smooth experience,” Ben said. “I'm willing to do what-
ever they need.”
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Are your legal affairs
in order?

The Estate Planning & Administration
Practice Group at Liff, Walsh &
Simmons offers a full range of estate
planning services with an emphasis
on each client’s unique circumstances.

Our attorneys work closely with

individuals and families to ensure that

their estate planning portfolios are

carefully tailored to address their

particular financial needs and family Gregory J. Ferra

dynamics. Director Estate Planning &
Administration Practice Group

Call Greg Ferra for a personal, 410-266-9500
confidential consultation. gferra@liffwalsh.com

We're here to help.

liffwalsh.com | 410-266-9500

NSP

NVorih seyerna PO

Located in North
Severna Park next to
Harris Teeter.

Craft Comfort Food & Drink

Sunday Brunch

Featuring weekly brunch specialties
and S7 brunch cocktails - sangria,
mimosas, Bloody Marys and fresh
fruit crushes. More details online.

Events & Catering

Host your next event in our
outdoor covered patio or
entertain at home with our new
summer catering menu. Order for
your graduation party today!

Visit us online for weekly specials and event details— www.thesocialsp.com

Hours: Tues-Wed 3pm-9pm | Thurs-Sat 11:30am-9pm | Sun 10am-3pm
139 Ritchie Highway Suite A | Severna Park, MD 21146




THE
GREAT

RESPONSIBILITY

How can we prepare our
world for Artificial
Intelligence? Read my
thoughts on Al, and
schedule a complimentary
consultation today!

(. (443) 647-4321

@ 7 Riggs Ave, Severna
Park, MD 21146

JASON LABARGE

FINANCIAL ADVISOR www.labargefinancial.com

O @ O

Securities and advisory services offered through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC, a broker-
dealer and a registered investment adviser. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.




