
By Diane Lewis

“J ust push the button,” Nestor 
Flores said as he advised trail 
users to use a new signal system 

to safely cross Robinson Road.
Flores, chief engineer of the traffic divi-

sion at the Anne Arundel County Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW), has spent 
a considerable amount of time planning 
and installing the system with help from 
the local community.

A recent study by the DPW provides 

information that trail users are not using 
the system often enough and drivers 
are confused by it. There have been 11 
crashes (three including bikes), multiple 
near-misses, and violations of bicyclists 
ignoring stop signs.

“Unfortunately, trail users have not 
gotten into the habit of using the signal’s 
system, and drivers are unsure about how 
to react when they see people at the inter-
section,” Flores said. “There are sensors 
and cameras that observe the use of [the] 
system. This information helps tweak the 
system to be more effective, if necessary.”

The flashing yellow signal alerts drivers 
as they approach the crossing; motorists 
have the right-of-way during this phase 
of the signal’s operation. When trail users 
press the signal button, the light will 
switch to a solid yellow to prepare drivers 
to stop at the designated line before the 
crosswalk. When pedestrians see the 
flashing walk symbol, it is safe to cross 
while drivers have a solid red light.

Flores added that trail users can expect 

a 12-second minimum wait to cross, with 
up to a 57-second wait if traffic is heavy.

“Using the button helps everyone 
navigate the intersection in the safest 
manner,” said Jon Korin, a Severna Park 

resident who is involved in the signal proj-
ect as chair for the Anne Arundel County 
Bicycle Advisory Commission and presi-
dent of Bicycle Advocates for Annapolis 
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Drivers, Cyclists Adjust To Robinson Road Signal System

James and Rhonda Thomas, and their grandson Gabe (left), are experienced 
pleasure cyclists who frequent the B&A Trail.

By Zach Sparks 
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

A five-time high school state cham-
pion, a Major League Lacrosse 
All-Star, a coach who nearly went 

undefeated in her career. These are just 
a few members of the Severna Park 

Athletic Boosters Hall of Fame 
class of 2023.

An 11-person committee chose 
eight inductees from a field of 17 
candidates who were nominated. 
These individuals will be hon-
ored during a Severna Park home 
football game against Annapolis on 
September 14.

DAVE BRIGGS
Class of 1962

As a junior, Dave Briggs was a mem-
ber of Severna Park High School’s first 
varsity football team. Opponents in-
cluded St. Mary’s, Annapolis, Edgewood 
and Aberdeen.

Briggs suited up as both an offensive 
end and defensive end before moving 
to tailback when coach George Roberts 
shifted to a single-wing offense to adapt 
after injuries of two quarterbacks.

“Against Howard County, I threw 
only about five plays and three went 
for touchdowns,” Briggs said, referenc-
ing throws of 15, 38 and 28 yards that 
were caught by Anthony Bramble in a 
27-12 win.

The 6-foot-tall athlete also made an 
impact on the basketball team.

“We played the old 2-1-2 defense, and 
I was the man in the middle,” Briggs 
said. “I would have far more rebounds 
than points.”

Briggs also ran the 440-yard dash 
and 100-yard dash, and he competed on 
the 4x400 and mile relay teams.

Severna Park did not offer soccer, 
lacrosse or field hockey during Briggs’ 
tenure, but he enjoyed trying new 
sports. He earned a scholarship to play 
halfback for the Rutgers University 
football team and made the school’s 
lacrosse team as a midfielder — an 
accomplishment because he had never 

Welcome To The  
Hall Of Fame 

Part I

•	Senior co-captain in football, 
basketball and track

•	 Inaugural Outstanding Basket-
ball Player Award winner in 1962

•	Member of two track county 
championships

•	Led track team in scoring during 
his senior year, with 82.5 points

•	Served in Vietnam, earning a 
Combat Infantry Badge and 
Bronze Star.

Credentials

Severna Park High School Selects Class Of 2023

»» Continued on page 8

»» Continued on page 2
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By Lauren Burke Meyer

F or some, the COVID-19  
pandemic is in the rearview 
mirror. Not for Unity Bands, 

which was founded in late 2020 by 
Arnold resident John Schirrippa to 
aid health care workers.

Schirrippa launched the nonprofit 
three days before COVID vaccines 
were offered to frontline workers in 
the medical field. While based out of 
his home office in Arnold, Schirrip-
pa — along with 10 family members 
and friends — participated in a 
virtual launch.

To date, Unity Bands has raised 
$15,000 through monetary donations 
and the sale of its flagship product, a 
customized wristband that demon-
strates a symbol of unity, as well as 
branded merchandise like T-shirts, 
mugs and water bottles.

“As an all-volunteer nonprofit, we 
started by donating it all to health 
care heroes and patients,” Schir-
rippa said. 

Unity Bands funding went toward 
morale and resiliency efforts, includ-
ing 800 COVID kits for increased-risk 
patients, personal protective equip-
ment and an initiative, dubbed Feed-
ing the Frontlines, that delivered free 
meals to health care workers risking 
their lives to help those sick with 
the virus.

Funding also enabled clinical 
studies at the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine and the purchase 
of a specialized freezer to store vi-
rus samples.

Schirrippa said another notable 
moment was reading a few names 
at the U.S. Capitol of those who lost 
their lives to the pandemic support-

ing COVID Survivors for Change.
COVID Survivors for Change is 

a nonpartisan, nationwide com-
munity of people directly impact-
ed by COVID.

“Our enduring mission moving for-
ward is to support low-income health 
care heroes and provide credible 
public health information to at-risk 
communities to inform decision mak-
ing,” Schirrippa said.

According to The Brookings Insti-
tution — a Washington, D.C.-based 
nonprofit that conducts in-depth 
research — nearly 7 million Ameri-
cans are underpaid, essential health 
care workers.

“Even though many doctors and 

nurses struggle with burnout and 
moral injury, the full spectrum of 
health care heroes includes nurs-
ing assistants, phlebotomists, 
home health aides, housekeepers, 
medical assistants and cooks,” 
Schirrippa said.

A September 2021 Morning 
Consult survey among 1,000 
U.S. health care workers found 
nearly one in five quit their job 
since the start of the pandemic. 
Among those who kept their job, 
one in five considered leaving the 
medical field.

“These are people you need 
when you go in for help, and you 
need them at the top of their 
game,” Schirrippa said.

To further support health care 
workers, Unity Bands also hosts 
a virtual speaker series on the 
last Monday of every month 
at 7:00pm.

“These are engaging 30-min-
ute segments with a ques-

tion-and-answer session designed 
to share ideas and raise awareness 
of the importance of our mission,” 
Schirrippa said.

Schirrippa plans to host an appre-
ciation night to deliver meals and 
gift bags to health care workers. He is 
currently seeking partners to execute 
that program.

Additionally, the Unity Bands team 
plans to host more wristband give-
aways at sporting events like they 
previously did with the Bowie Baysox.

There are several ways to support 
Unity Band’s mission including 
volunteering or offering financial 
support to the organization. Learn 
more at www.unitybands.org.
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Margueritte Mills - Volunteer Of The Month
Every month, the Voice recognizes the good work of a local volunteer to 
honor Voice founder and lifelong Severna Park resident Margueritte Mills.

The Margueritte Mills Volunteer of the Month is proudly sponsored by Heidler Plumbing.

Unity Bands Continues Support Of Health Care Workers

Born out of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Unity Bands is a nonprofit started by 
John Schirrippa. His work continues to 
aid essential health care workers.

and Anne Arundel County, or Bike AAA.
Bike AAA is a nonprofit organization 

that advocates for bike safety and acces-
sibility for adults and children of all ages, 
including those with disabilities.

“We are fortunate to have the 13-mile 
B&A Trail; it is one of the most popular in 
the county and region,” Korin remarked.

James and Rhonda Thomas, and their 
grandson Gabe, share Korin’s assessment 
of the trail system. Members of the family 
are experienced pleasure cyclists who 
have ridden throughout Holland and 
on several trails stateside. The Thomas 
family uses the trail several times a week 
but less on winter days when the wind 
chill is harsh.

“People are lucky to have such an 
extensive and well-cared-for trail,” James 
Thomas said. “It’s one of the best in 
the country.”

The family praised the installation of 
the new signal system.

“The light is very helpful and catch-

es the attention of the driver,” James 
Thomas said.

Gabe Thomas noted there’s more of a 
consequence for a bicyclist who doesn’t 
stop than for a driver of a car.

“You’re just as dead if you’re wrong,” 
James Thomas remarked.

Jean Albaug is frequently reclined in 
her recumbent bicycle on the trail and 
uses the signal at Robinson Road. She 
also has concerns about the Jones Station 
Road crossing.

“It is also a very dangerous spot 
because people don’t pay attention to 
who has the right of way at the four-way 
stop,” Albaug said. “One time, I signaled 
that it was my turn to cross, and a pickup 
truck driver deliberately gunned his 
engine and sped across the intersection 
as if to hit me.”

Korin’s volunteer roles emphasize the 
need for educating cyclists and motorists 
on how to coexist safely on shared routes.

“There are other intersection projects 
along the bike trail that will be addressed 

— Old County Road with Route 648 and 
Evergreen Road, Whites Road and Jones 
Station Road,” Korin said.

Jones Station Road will eventually be-
come busier once the B&A Trail connects 
to the Broadneck Trail. Once fully com-
pleted, the Broadneck portion will allow 
riders to reach its end at Sandy Point State 
Park in Annapolis.

Korin hopes residents will take part 
in the annual Lifeline 100 community 
bicycle event on October 1 at Kinder 
Farm Park.

“It is an inclusive event for riders of all 
ages, including ones with disabilities and 
special needs,” Korin said.

The event will feature fun activities and 
rides for families. For more experienced 
riders, there are scenic 65- and 100-mile 
county tours with water views and histor-
ic sites, and 15- and 30-mile flat and paved 
trail rides. Lifeline 100 started in 2014, 
and it has raised more than $250,000 for 
charity. More information is available at 
www.lifeline100.com.

Drivers, Cyclists Adjust To Signal System
»» Continued from page 1
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By Mark Patton 
mark@severnaparkvoice.com

A t an undisclosed location in 
Anne Arundel County, a group of 
individuals is working to plan for 

emergencies and disasters of any type 
and to ensure the county is prepared to 
respond and recover.

Although September is National 
Preparedness Month, the crew that 
comprises the county’s Emergency 
Operations Center, or EOC, have the 
topic on their minds around-the-clock, 
and they’re ready and available to react 
during that same time frame.

“We are working in the background, in 
the shadows, to help prepare our county,” 
said Kasey Thomas, public information 
officer for the Anne Arundel County 
Office of Emergency Management (OEM) 
and coordinator of the Joint Information 
Center, or JIC in government parlance, 
when the EOC is activated.

On any given day at the county’s EOC 
— whether it’s planning for a possible 
situation, coordinating and participating 
in exercises that simulate emergencies, 
or actively monitoring or responding to 
an ongoing situation or event — there 
might be a mix of civilian clothes, med-
ical garb, police and fire uniforms, and 
camouflage sitting amongst the rows of 
the center, whose layout is designed to 
optimize coordination and communica-
tion amongst the various local, state and 
federal officials who might be on hand at 
any given time.

Video screens to display news feeds, 
street cameras and information from 
various entities line the walls of the 
windowless EOC, and ham radios are 
ready for use in an adjoining room. In 
the event of the main EOC becoming 
inoperable, two predetermined alternate 
locations are set to welcome the EOC at a 
moment’s notice.

The county’s OEM coordinates the 
response to emergencies and disasters in 
the area, and that office, in turn, has the 
option to activate the EOC to facilitate 
a multi-agency response to emergencies 
and planned events.

“We’re able to have a very quick turn-
around,” Thomas said.

Once it’s determined that the EOC is 
being activated, whether by the director 
of OEM, the county executive or by a 
state-level coordinated response, the 
center uses an internal mass notification 
system to alert identified representatives 
from agencies that might be involved.

“Whether it’s in the middle of the 
night or on a random Tuesday night, 
they’ll get the message with instruc-
tions,” Thomas said.

Captain Jenny Macallair is a Severna 
Park resident who serves as the com-
munications director with the Anne 
Arundel County Fire Department’s 
Office of Public Information. Macallair 
also serves with the EOC, usually in the 
information realm, but she pointed out 
that several members of her department 
also staff the emergency center during 
critical events. 

“The EOC allows us to collaborate and 
train with many of our surrounding 
agencies ahead of time to reduce and 
minimize complications during emer-
gency events,” said Macallair, whose 
experience reads like somebody tailored 
for her position — communications 

degree, FBI National Academy graduate 
and participant of Federal Emergency 
Management Agency training on critical 
incident communications. “The ability 
to bring us together gives each of us the 
ability to look at best practices in critical 
events and collaborate on the objectives 
and needs of all agencies to mitigate 
an emergency incident with the best 
outcome for our communities and our 
residents. Preplanning the primary and 
secondary agencies prior to the critical 
event allows for a better understanding 
and flow of the mission during the event. 
We all have the same mission to protect 
and mitigate the risks to life, property 
and the environment. However, we all 
play different roles depending on the 
incident.”

Debbie Saylor is a nurse who works as 
a program manager at the Anne Arundel 
County Department of Health’s Office of 
Emergency Preparedness and Response. 
She’s also tapped to serve as a Depart-
ment of Health EOC liaison during 
either a county EOC activation, or one 
from Annapolis, a city that maintains 
its own EOC.

“The EOC allows for rapid and efficient 
communication, resource coordination 
and allocation, and an overall common 
operating picture for all agencies and 
organizations involved in an emergency 

response,” Saylor said. “Without it, agen-
cies may operate in a vacuum — which 
could be a threat to responder and public 
safety, response redundancy and lack of 
information sharing.”

Thomas pointed out the criticality 
of the information piece and ensuring 
that messaging — whether it’s road 
closures or risks during severe weather, 
shelter locations for displaced persons, 
updates during acts of terror or guidance 
during a pandemic — is in sync and the 
right expert is chosen to articulate that 
messaging. The JIC must consider what 
audience they are communicating with 
and the best way to get information to 
them. She pointed out it may vary from 
event to event as different disasters can 
affect ways the public receives updates.

It’s the latter example of messaging 
that first drew Thomas into her cur-
rent role. In January 2020, Thomas was 
serving as a planner for the JIC and 

working on new standards for the EOC. 
Shortly after, she was thrust into the 
heart of COVID-19 and her elevated role 
at the JIC.

“With COVID, one of the strengths 
that was brought out was our ability to 
do hybrid or virtual activations,” Thomas 
said. “So, even if we aren’t able to get 
everybody in person within 30 minutes, 
every single one of them can be on a call 
within that time frame as we’re sending 
people physically to meet here.”

With COVID, Thomas knew the EOC 
activation would happen. It was just a 
matter of how soon. The county’s EOC 
was activated before the first case hit 
Anne Arundel.

“As soon as we knew there was a case 
in Maryland and then a case in Anne 
Arundel, we were able to start gearing 
up a lot faster because we were already 
ready to jump in and respond,” Thomas 
said. “Hope for the best, but prepare 
for the worst, and that’s what we did 
with COVID.”

Thomas pointed out that it’s not just 
disasters or emergencies that would 
cause the EOC to be activated, citing 
large festivals, an influx of travelers to 
the region or things such as elections 
and inaugurations. She said they receive 
intel on any credible threats. During the 
most recent presidential inauguration, 
the EOC was manned.

“Across the [Washington, D.C., 
Maryland and Virginia] area, everyone 
was kind of on a little bit more of a high 
alert,” Thomas noted.

There’s also a new permitting process 
in place that allows the EOC to assist 
large events before they take place 
by advising on things such as having 
enough water stations and bathrooms.

“That way we don’t get to a point 
where there’s a festival that goes wrong, 
and we’ve seen that happen all over the 
place, so we’re just trying to prevent 
anything like that happening in Anne 
Arundel if we can.”

While training and responding are 
crucial, prevention plays a big part, 
something Thomas tries to get ahead of 
by engaging with the community.

“When we go into the schools, we 
know that whatever we’re feeding to 
them, they’re going back and telling 
their parents, so they’ve become our lit-
tle community advocates,” Thomas said.

The Anne Arundel native noted visits 
to businesses and houses of worship, 
sometimes in partnership with the FBI, 
as other examples of helping to prepare 
before something happens as emergen-
cy responses aren’t a one-size-fits-all for 
everybody.

Macallair praised the county’s emer-
gency services.

“As a member of the Anne Arundel 
County Fire Department and a county 
resident, I am proud of the preparation 
and work that goes into keeping our 
county safe,” she said.

Anne Arundel’s Emergency Operations Center Works In The Shadows

Above: The Anne 
Arundel County 
Emergency 
Operations Center 
was pictured 
during the 2021 
presidential 
inauguration. 
 
Right: Kasey 
Thomas, public 
information officer 
for the Anne 
Arundel County 
Office of 
Emergency 
Management and 
coordinator of the 
Joint Information 
Center, part of the 
county’s Emergency 
Operations Center, 
posed at the 
emergency center.

E arleigh Heights Volunteer 
Fire Company is having an 
open house on October 1 

from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. Displays 
and exhibits will entertain fami-

lies. Free refreshments and food 
will be offered as well. Earleigh 
Heights Volunteer Fire Company is 
located at 161 Ritchie Highway in 
Severna Park.

Open House Planned At Earleigh Heights
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boydarc's breakroom
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3.   secrets and sneakers safe-house
7.   brain ßexing after-hours
9.   curriculum captain
10. idea incubator
13. proof of homework
14. hydration station
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11. learningÕs playground
12. tray toting treasure trove
15. on-the-go organizer
16. noon nosh nest
17. quiz show with no host
18. brain spotlight
20. playtime paradise
24. wisdomÕs weightlifting

Back to School!
2

4

7

3

65

8

9

10

13

14

19

11 12

22

23

15

20

16

24

25

21

17 18

19. learningÕs touch-sensitive genie
21. thought keeper; ideas inn
22. straight talker
23. shear genius duo
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301.219.7728    Severna Park, MD    boydarc.com
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Sunday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

825 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD        410-544-9009

Auto
Detailing

“Make your car NEW again!”
CALL TO SCHEDULE

410-544-9009
• Interior Detailing
• Exterior
   Detailing
• Hand Waxes

Cleaning Up America...

One Car at a Time!

Keep Your Car Shiny,
Clean & Spot Free with an

Unlimited 
Car WaSh memberShip 

Starting at 

$3495
per month

Clean, Dry, 
Shiny, Fast!

• Headlight
   Restoration
• Carpet Shampoo
• Scratch Removal

Thank You 
Severna Park

For 
Voting Us 

Best
Car Wash!
2011 - 2023 2023

T he boating community is gear-
ing up for the return of the An-
napolis Powerboat Show to City 

Dock, Annapolis, from October 5-8.
With a legacy spanning more than 

50 years, this boat exhibition is a 
highlight of the year for many boaters, 
industry professionals and adventure 
seekers alike.

Held against the backdrop of the 
Chesapeake Bay, the Annapolis 
Powerboat Show aims to be a beacon 
of innovation, luxury and maritime 
excellence.

Attendees will have the opportunity 
to board a wide array of powerboats 
from small trailerable runabouts to 
multi-million-dollar yachts. The latest 
advancements in marine technology 
such as state-of-the-art navigation 
systems, eco-friendly propulsion 
solutions and innovative accessories 
will be on display, as well as exhibitors 
catering to luxury boaters with a se-
lection of lifestyle products, premium 
services and boating apparel.

Event organizers said what sets the 
Annapolis Powerboat Show apart is 
its devotion to the marine industry 
through strategic partnerships with 
other marine organizations, such as 
Coastal Conservation Association 
Maryland (CCA Maryland). Organi-
zations share their wealth of fishing 
knowledge, boating expertise and 
conservation advice to attendees of 
all ages through fun, family-friendly 
activities such as reef ball making, 
free daily seminars, and displays of 
the latest gear. Local fishing guides, 
charter captains, outfitters and rep-
resentatives from the Department of 
Natural Resources will also share their 
knowledge with anglers looking for 
their next big catch.

“We are excited to continue our 
partnership with the Annapolis 
Powerboat Show,” said David Sikor-
ski, executive director of CCA Mary-
land. “This partnership has provided 
us with a major platform to share 
information about invasive species, 
building habitat in the bay and con-
necting with boaters and anglers to 
share more responsible approaches 
to sharing our cherished and public 
natural resources. This show is a can’t 
miss event.”

BoatU.S. and the BoatU.S. Founda-
tion are yet another crucial part of 
this fall’s boat show. Representatives 
from BoatU.S., a recreational boating 
advocacy, service and safety orga-
nization, will be on hand to share 
their knowledge and membership 
opportunities and to supply loaner life 
jackets to children walking the docks 
during the show.

BoatU.S. Foundation will lead 
on-water training classes within the 
show gates. Classes include Intro to 
Boating, Women’s Intro to Boating 
and Precision Docking and Boat Han-
dling. Registration is limited, and at-
tendees may purchase tuition online.

The Annapolis Powerboat Show 
is also proud to team up with the 
Marine Trades Association of Mary-
land (MTAM) to help grow the future 
generation of marine experts. A 
proud supporter of the Annapolis 
Boat Shows, MTAM hosts high school 
students at each of the fall shows as 
part of its workforce development 
initiative to teach these kids about 
the many careers within the industry. 
Each student is given the opportunity 
to speak with experienced boating 
industry representatives about the 
current trends as well as gain insights 
into the maritime world’s exciting 
trajectory.

“This year’s show promises to be a 
truly immersive experience, featuring 
not only the finest powerboats on the 
market but also a range of interactive 
demonstrations and workshops with 
the help of our friends,” said Sheila 
Jones, general manager of the Annap-
olis Boat Shows. “And let’s not forget 
the countless networking opportuni-
ties that will leave attendees inspired 
and informed.”

The Annapolis Powerboat Show is 
a celebration of the boating commu-
nity’s passion and dedication. Orga-
nizers stressed it offers a platform for 
like-minded individuals to connect, 
share stories and forge connections, 
all while surrounded by the beauty of 
the Chesapeake Bay and the charm of 
Annapolis.

Tickets are available for advance 
purchase on the Annapolis Boat 
Shows website at www.annapolis-
boatshows.com.

Annapolis Powerboat Show 
Coming In October

T he Anne Arundel County Liter-
acy Council (AACLC) will host a 
fundraiser book fair on Septem-

ber 30 from 10:00am to 4:00pm.
The book fair will take place outside 

Discoveries: The Library at the Mall 
at the Crate & Barrel court. Westfield 
Annapolis Mall donated space and 
marketing support for the event.

The fair will feature hundreds of 
gently used books, including chil-
dren’s books, cookbooks, bestsellers, 
romance novels, memoirs, mysteries, 

thrillers, historical fiction and more. 
Books will be priced at $2 for hard-
backs and $1 for paperbacks. Shop-
pers can fill a special edition AACLC 
tote bag with books for $20. PayPal, 
credit cards, checks, and cash will be 
accepted. Also at the book fair: gift 
basket raffles.

Proceeds from the fair will support 
the council’s free adult tutoring pro-
grams in Anne Arundel County.

Information about the book fair is 
available at www.icanread.org/bookfair.

Literacy Council To Hold  
Book Fair Fundraiser
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picked up a lacrosse stick prior to coming 
to Rutgers.

As an athlete, Briggs was revered as 
a leader, a trait that served him well in 
the military. Briggs was a first lieu-
tenant during his tour in Vietnam from 
1968-1969.

Reflecting on his Hall of Fame honor, 
he is excited to join a family tradition 
that includes his brother, Jon, being 
inducted into the Severna Park Athletic 
Boosters Hall of Fame in 2010. His fa-
ther, Charles, and his eldest son, David, 
are in the Rumson-Fair Haven Regional 
High School Hall of Fame in New Jersey.

“I’m very proud, but there’s a humble 
feeling,” Briggs said. “Probably more 
athletes from those first few years [of 
athletics at Severna Park High School] 
deserve to be in the Hall of Fame.”

BEN HUNT
Class of 2005
Ben Hunt is on the short list of Sever-

na Park athletes to reach the pinnacle of 
success in a professional sport. He played 
attack and midfield for the Falcons, 
and later, he was a star for the Chesa-
peake Bayhawks.

Hunt’s career can be summarized with 
a slogan he adopted from former Sever-
na Park assistant coach and two-time 
NCAA lacrosse championship-winning 
coach Clayton “Bud” Beardmore: “Be 
the best.”

“It’s a slogan that applies to every-
thing you do in life,” Hunt said.

With that mindset, Hunt excelled 
while playing on the East Coast.

“It was special being able to play week 
in and week out near my hometown in 
Arnold,” he said. “My parents and grand-
parents came to many games.”

With his Hall of Fame ceremony ap-
proaching, he shared advice for students.

“High school goes by quickly,” Hunt 
said. “Embrace every challenge you un-
dertake. One way I grew at Severna Park 
was not only the wins but the failures.”

LAUREN BOYD 
LEVENTRY

Class of 2009
Lauren Boyd Leventry has always 

been competitive, and she found the 
perfect outlet with sports.

“I liked the team sport aspect,” she 
said. “It’s not like soccer where you can 
score three goals.

She cherished the team sleepovers, 
sister bags and team culture at 
Severna Park.

“People I played with were best 
friends,” she said. “Those bonds led to 
our success.”

After her playing career, she sup-
ported Severna Park coach Tim Dunbar 
and South River coach Maureen Carter 
in starting Bay Area Volleyball Acad-
emy (BAVA).

“There were no other clubs in August 
1999 when we started,” she said. “Mo 
Carter from South River and Tim 
Dunbar said we need a place in Anne 
Arundel County … get all these kids to 
play here and not in Howard County or 
wherever.”

Read the full story online. This is the 
first in a two-part series. Other hon-

orees include baseball coach Bob Felts; 
tennis coach Kathie Zingler; basketball 
standout Jim Ledsome; soccer, lacrosse 
and track athlete Erin Wylde Kindy; and 
lacrosse and field hockey player Becky 
Shank Mollot.

Welcome To The Hall Of Fame: Part I

High School Lacrosse
•	 State champion in 2004;  

runner-up in 2002, 2003, 2005
•	 First-team All-County in 2004
•	 Team captain in 2005
•	 First-team All-County and Player 

of the Year, first-team All-Metro, 
and finalist for C. Markland Kelly 
Award in 2005

High School Football
•	 First-team All-County in 2004
University of North 
Carolina Lacrosse
•	 All-ACC Team and USILA third-

team All-America
•	 Scored 21 goals and had nine 

assists as a junior; 17 goals and 12 
assists as a senior

•	 USILA second-team as a senior
•	 ACC All-Tournament team 

as a senior
Major League Lacrosse
•	 Three-time Major League La-

crosse national champion with 
the Chesapeake Bayhawks

•	 Three-time Major League La-
crosse All-Star

Credentials

High School Volleyball (player)
•	 Capital Gazette first-team volley-

ball during junior year in 1997
•	 Player of the Year during senior 

year in 1998
•	 Volleyball All-Metro team in 

1997 and 1998
•	 Led team to volleyball state 

finals in 1998
High School Tennis
•	 County and regional champion in 

doubles in 1999
•	 All-County in doubles in 1999
Gettysburg College Volleyball
•	 Led team to NCAA tournament 

three times
•	 First-team All-Centennial  

Conference in 2001
•	 Centennial Conference first-team 

and Player of the Year in 2002
Volleyball (coach)
•	 Severna Park assistant varsity 

volleyball coach from 2003-2006
•	 Severna Park JV volleyball head 

coach, 2007-2015 and 2023
•	 Helped start Bay Area Volleyball 

Academy in 1999

Credentials»» Continued from page 1
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Voted Best Plumber
In Annapolis/AACO

14 Years In A Row
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• Drain Cleaning
• Gas Fireplaces Installation 
 & Maintenance
• Bath/Kitchen Remodeling
• Tankless & Traditional 
 Water Heaters
• Gas Piping
• Boilers ... And more

Our Family Serving Yours Since 1947
Call or text Us For An Appointment

410-268-7191

208 Taylor Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21401
410-268-7191        www.heidlerplumbing.com Plumbing & Heating Contractors

Story and photos by Zach Sparks 
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

Some communities are so tight-knit that 
they gather for unique events that can’t 
be found in most neighborhoods. To get an 
idea of what makes the greater Severna 
Park and Arnold area so special, the 
Severna Park Voice is highlighting some of 
those celebrations in a new series called 
Event of the Month.

O n a humid Saturday in August, 
children tossed softballs and 
hurled darts to win prizes. Oth-

ers chuckled as they plunged into water 
inside a dunk tank. Friends munched 
on popcorn and cotton candy. A girl 
sat still at a picnic table by the beach, a 
swan painted above her left eye.

This scene was like the ones that 
families have enjoyed year after year. 
For 104 years, Round Bay has held an 
annual carnival exclusive to residents.

“It’s an opportunity to get together 
as a community in summer, which is a 
very important time in this communi-
ty, which is heavy into sailing and the 
[Severn] River,” said Kristen McGov-
ern, who oversaw the carnival this 
year. “It’s a good time to play games, 
have fun, see your neighbors and say 
goodbye to summer.”

Starting in April or May, Round Bay 
residents start planning the event, 
which is made possible by about 75 
volunteers.

Jill Galloway’s husband was raised in 
Round Bay during the 1970s, when the 
carnival was a fundraiser.

“They had a river carnival, boat 
shows, swimming and all kinds of 
things going on,” Galloway said. “It 
kind of died off because a lot of kids 
moved out of the neighborhood for 
a while, and then when kids started 
moving back in around 2000, we start-
ed rejuvenating it again.”

Other than a short hiatus during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the carnival has 
been a bustling event each year. Gallo-
way estimated that 200 people attend-
ed the 2023 carnival, which is typical.

“My kids are older, they’re out of 

the house, but this is one of those rare 
events in the community where we 
have people of all generations come 
out and contribute,” Galloway said. 
“They run the games or they’re help-
ing to cook.”

They enjoy games and activities at 
booths created about 10 years ago 
by Kevin Russell of Maine Cottage 
Furniture.

In Round Bay, the carnival is a 
reminder of a time when their com-
munity was a destination for families 
between Annapolis and Baltimore. 
Attendees participated in friendly 
competitions that involved swimming, 
diving, boat races and even canoe tilt-

ing. Contestants would stand in their 
canoe and joust with their opponents 
using a padded pole.

While the 2023 version did not 
include canoe tilting, it did celebrate 
the spirit that the carnival started all 
those years ago.

“It’s one of our founding traditions 
in our community, and I think it’s so 
important for the old communities 
along the river to hold onto those old 
traditions,” Galloway said. “It’s what 
makes the community so special, that 
it is old and we hold onto what made 
it special in the beginning and keep it 
that way today. It’s very Americana, 
right? It’s nice.”

Event Of The Month: Round Bay Carnival

Left: Rose Dickerson had her face painted. Right: Lillie Johnson made cotton candy for hungry carnival attendees.
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By Judy Tacyn

“T he challenges and pressures 
on kids pile up faster than 
resources are made available,” 

said Kimberly Nelson-Beverly, mother of 
Morgan Beverly, who attended Severna 
Park High School (SPHS) and then Broad-
neck High School before taking her own 
life at 16 years old in January 2009.

It was a typical Sunday evening. The 
family was home; the children were pre-
paring for the school week. Nothing was 
out of the ordinary to indicate Morgan 
Beverly — a vivacious and empathetic 
teenager who just months before helped 
talk a would-be jumper off the Bay Bridge 
— would fabricate a noose from a head-
scarf and take her life in her bedroom.

The moments following the realization 
that her daughter was gone are as vivid 
today as they were then for Nelson-Bever-
ly. She stoically held her daughter’s hand 
in the emergency room at Anne Arundel 
Medical Center and promised to take care 
of the family and assured her daughter 
that everything would be OK.

But Nelson-Beverly would never again 
be OK. Within weeks, she threw herself 
into suicide awareness and prevention 
advocacy and created the Morgan Beverly 
Suicide Prevention Foundation.

“I was screaming about awareness, 
whenever I could and everywhere I went,” 
Nelson-Beverly said. “Morgan was larger 
than life. This couldn’t be it for her. I knew 
she still had a message.”

Donations to the foundation poured 
in, and Nelson-Beverly was a force to 
be reckoned with. Over the decade and 
a half, Nelson-Beverly, along with the 
foundation she founded in her daughter’s 
name, was responsible for bringing the 
Out of the Darkness Walk, sponsored 
by the American Foundation for Suicide 

Prevention, to Anne Arundel County. She 
partnered with the QPR Institute to bring 
suicide training to public and private 
schools in Anne Arundel County. To date, 
Nelson-Beverly estimates 9,000 work-
books purchased by the foundation have 
been provided to train students, staff and 
administrators on the Question, Persuade 
and Refer model, which is a program that 
teaches community members how to rec-
ognize that a person may be experiencing 
thoughts of suicide and offer assistance 
until more experienced help is available. 
Additionally, the foundation was in-
strumental in supporting the University 
of Tennessee’s study on teen suicide in 
affluent areas. Every dollar was put back 
into the schools for suicide awareness and 
prevention.

Nelson-Beverly stressed the local 
community is better at recognizing at-risk 
teens and providing resources, but there’s 
still a long way to go.

Some residents may have heard 
Severna Park High School being dubbed 
Suicide High following a long-lasting rash 
of student suicides. In 2020, the Anne 
Arundel County Council voted to declare 
suicide a public health crisis, with hopes 
of addressing mental illness and provid-
ing more access to services for residents at 
risk of suicide.

After 15 years, the foundation named 
for Nelson-Beverly’s daughter will shut 
down after January 1, 2024.

“I’m tired,” Nelson-Beverly said. “The 
foundation was all about me being able 
to continue Morgan, and I think we did a 
pretty good job of that. I don’t think she 
will ever be forgotten.”

Beverly begs parents to be courageous 
enough to start a conversation with their 
children about how they are feeling and to 
support, not pressure, their children to a 

notion of excellence.
“Our parenting has to be different,” 

Nelson-Beverly said. “Give your kids lee-
way. Be patient. Listen. Don’t push. Take 
lots of photos. This is not a club you ever 
want to be in.”

It’s not a club that Larry and Sherry 
Leikin ever expected to join either.

Since 2016, the Leikin family has also 
been a strong advocate for mental health 
dialogue. A visual reminder of suicide 
awareness in the area is Ellie’s Bus, a 
bright orange 1978 Volkswagen that some 
area residents have dubbed Mystery Ma-
chine after the van used in “Scooby-Doo.”

Immediately following their daughter 
Ellie’s suicide in November 2015, Larry 
and Sherry Leikin turned confusion and 
grief into action to try to understand why 
their free-spirited daughter and student 
at SPHS felt she had nowhere to turn. The 
Leikins have used Ellie’s Bus to travel to 
dozens of events in Anne Arundel County 
to spread the message of dialogue. Some 
Severna Park residents may have seen the 
vintage VW bus at Burgers and Bands for 
Suicide Prevention, concerts, high school 
events and other functions where the 
opportunity to discuss suicide awareness 
is present.

“We do not know where Ellie’s Bus 
will take us,” said Larry Leikin during 
a 2016 interview with the Severna Park 
Voice. “But we will continue along this 
road and seek places where our message 
can be shared with those who need us.”

They have also been active behind 
the scenes to support a Luminis Health 
part-time teaching position dedicated to 
student inpatients.

After reading Ellie’s journal following 
her death, Sherry Leikin learned how 
fearful her daughter was about falling be-
hind in her studies. With money received 

through Ellie’s Bus, the Leikins contacted 
the medical center to see how they could 
help. The result was to provide funding to 
cover the salary of a teacher or education-
al coordinator to be part of a collaborative 
care effort between the medical center, 
county schools and families. The posi-
tion is funded by the foundation and the 
Leikin family.

“We wanted to support kids and fami-
lies by building a bridge between schools 
and providers,” Larry Leikin said. “Aca-
demics continue to be part of the young 
person’s life whether they are in school 
or not. This teacher/educational coordi-
nator was designed to mitigate the stress 
of missing school and falling behind in 
homework.”

Donna Phillips, clinical director of Psy-
chiatric Day Hospital at Luminis Health 
J. Kent McNew Medical Center, has been 
part of that collaborative care team since 
its inception in 2016.

“The teacher/educational coordinator 
is an extremely valuable member of a stu-
dent’s care and treatment team,” Phillips 
said. “From the moment a child enters the 
medical center, we are collaborating with 
the schools.”

Phillips added that access to teachers 
is essential for students, and she said 
teachers are strong proponents for the 
educational coordinator.

The Leikins enjoy receiving letters from 
kids or parents letting them know how 
the resource was beneficial to them.

“Reading their letters is very inspiring,” 
Sherry Leikin said. “I think Ellie would 
be proud of us and to know she still has a 
voice. Mental stress isn’t going to go away, 
so we need to keep providing resources 
and support.”

To donate to Ellie’s Bus, visit www.
elliesbus.org.

Families Bring Awareness To Suicide
Warning: This story contains sensitive 

subject matter and graphic details about suicide. 
If you or someone you know is in crisis, the National 

Suicide & Crisis Lifeline can be reached at 988.

The Anne Arundel County Warmline 
can be reached at 410-768-5522.

Kimberly Nelson-Beverly Ellie Leikin

A s the 
summer 
is winding 

down, I would 
like to thank 
everyone who 
continues to 
allow Serving 
People Across 
Neighborhoods 
(SPAN) to help so 
many in our area.

In our fiscal 
year that ended recently, SPAN gave more 
than two and a half times the amount 
of emergency financial assistance that 
we typically do in a year. We helped with 
more than $280,000 in emergency finan-
cial assistance. As many of the COVID-19 
pandemic supports ended and prices have 
been higher, we saw increases in our num-

ber of clients. Thanks to this community, 
we have been able to help more than 700 
families this year who were facing utility 
shutoffs, court-ordered evictions or need-
ed assistance with medical prescriptions.

Likewise, we helped almost 600 fami-
lies with food. Those families are deeply 
grateful, and we want you to know how 
much this support means to them. I am 
always impressed by how our shelves 
are filled completely by community 
donations.

Thank you to all who donate finan-
cially — every dollar adds up and has 
allowed us to keep helping all who meet 
our criteria.

I am also amazed by how things work 
out. For instance, when I shared on 
Facebook that we were on our last set of 
a certain size of diapers, we received a 
box of them.

Thank you also to the local business-
es that support us. Landmark Roofing, 
Checkmark Power Washing and Bear 
Landscaping have recently done work to 
keep our building looking and function-
ing well. We continue to have a wonderful 
partnership with Diehl’s Produce, as its 
customers round up purchases to provide 
gift cards for our clients. We have also 
had produce this summer from Langton 
Green Community Garden and several lo-
cals who have shared fruit and vegetables 
from their gardens.

We have many local businesses spon-
soring our 11th Stride for SPAN Turkey 
Trot 5k race and one-mile fun walk. It 
is a community event that will be held 
November 4 at Kinder Farm Park. Regis-
tration is available at register.chronotrack.
com/r/75552. If you are interested in spon-
soring and or volunteering at the event, 
please contact us.

It will soon be time for another 
opportunity to help with a SPAN tradi-

tion, our Holiday Caring program. The 
program provides clients with holiday 
meals and Christmas gifts for children. 
Many families worry about Thanksgiving 
and Christmas because they can’t afford 
a large meal and gifts for their children. 
Unforeseen circumstances — such as a 
car accident, illness or job layoff — can 
throw family budgets into crisis mode. At 
SPAN, we can ease the burden a little bit. 
Please consider becoming a sponsor. For 
more information, email spanhelps@yahoo.
com or call 410-647-0889.

Summer is our slow time for donations, 
and we welcome and appreciate dona-
tions that replenish our shelves. Food can 
be donated to our bins at Severna Park 
Community Center and Severna Park 
Library or directly at our building. A good 
focus for food donations this month is on 
breakfast items, such as coffee, tea, juice, 
cereal, pancake mix and similar items.

Thank you for your help. Together we 
are making a difference every day!

An Update From SPAN
Michele Sabean

Director of 
Development

SPAN Inc.
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CHESAPEAKE
HEARING

H e l p Y o u r H e a r i n g . c o m

New Location 
650 Ritchie Hwy, Ste 104 
Severna Park, MD 21146

New Location, Same Great Care

We’ve MOVED!

We are one block south on Ritchie Hwy, at 
the Cypress Creek Rd intersection.
Come see the difference — call today 
to schedule a complementary hearing 
consultation

410.695.6246
Mariya Hutto, Hearing Aid Dispenser
Allison Holtz-Caspar, Au.D., CCC-A

Complimentary
Hearing Consultation
Learn about all of your options for 

hearing care treatment.
Cannot be combined with other offers.  

Offer expires 9/29/23.

Great parking  
&  

accessibility

Kyndle S. Quinones 
NMLS# 1506081
Vice President/Branch Manager 
443.254.0381 
kyndle@mainstreethl.com
www.kq4u.com

QK T H E  Q U I N O N E S  T E A M

M A I N  S T R E E T  H O M E  L O A N S  |  W W W . K Q 4 U . C O M

www.mainstreethomeloans.com | Corp NMLS# 2893 | Equal Housing Lender 

LETS
THE FALL HOUSING MARKET 

TOGETHER
LET ME HELP YOU SCORE BIG ON YOUR
HOME PURCHASE!
LET ME HELP YOU SCORE BIG ON YOUR
HOME PURCHASE!
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By Judy Tacyn

D uring her tenure as 
president and principal 
of Archbishop Spal-

ding High School, Kathleen 
Mahar occasionally spoke to 
Archbishop William Lori, the 
Catholic leader of the Archdio-
cese of Baltimore.

However, a recent phone call 
from the archbishop caught 
her completely off guard.

“I have to say it was a little 
unnerving, but in a really good 
way,” Mahar said. “I am still 
stunned, frankly. It’s hard to 
put into words how I felt when 
he told me why he was calling.”

A year after retiring, Mahar, 
a current resident of Annapolis, 
is one of 10 individuals who will 
receive the Cross Pro Ecclesia 
et Pontifice (“for the church 
and the pontiff”), an honor 
conferred directly by the pope. 
Another seven individuals will re-
ceive honors in other categories.

“Our honorees for pontifical 
orders and medals demonstrate 
through their lives’ work the 
ways the church is alive in mis-
sion and ministry throughout 
the Archdiocese of Baltimore,” 
Lori said. “These women and 
men have given of themselves — by nurturing, 
inspiring and protecting young people, by building 
vibrant communities of faith and by shepherding a 
new generation of priests and religious servants.”

Lori said the recognitions were extended in grat-
itude for the awardees’ contributions in education, 
service and evangelization.

Mahar, who has a combined 25 years at Spal-
ding, including a stint as a teacher, was quick 
to note that an honor for excellence in Catholic 
education is not the work of one person but of an 
entire school community of faculty, staff, students 
and parents. Mahar said it should not be just her 

receiving this honor.
“The woman is incredible, and she’s humble,” 

said Catherine Hellie, world languages department 
chair at Archbishop Spalding High School. “She 
wouldn’t take sole credit for the great things at 
Spalding. She’s a visionary with the ability to artic-
ulate a plan. She can say it was a team effort, but 
she was steering the ship. It was her charismatic 
leadership that got things done.”

Catherine Harding is one of many former Spald-
ing students who stay in touch with Mahar, often 
meeting for monthly lunch dates, even six years 
after graduating from high school.

“She is truly one of my biggest 
role models and her authentic, 
unique leadership changed my 
life,” Harding said. “She pushed, 
and continues to push, me to 
achieve my goals and push 
beyond them. Her impact on 
the Spalding community truly is 
immeasurable and my experi-
ence there would not have been 
close to as good without her at 
the helm of the school.”

Stephen Cobbs is a 2019 
Spalding graduate who now 
lives in Boston, but he said it’s 
impossible not to make plans 
to catch up with “Mother Ma-
har” every time he returns to 
Severna Park.

“High school can be very 
stressful, but Mrs. Mahar 
treated students with the same 
respect and dignity that she 
treated everyone,” Cobbs said. 
“She has so much faith in me 
that I continue to do every-
thing I can to live up to those 

standards. For her, each one of her students truly 
matters, and we feel that.”

When asked what she might do for an encore 
now that she is on Pope Francis’ radar, Mahar 
joked, “That’s a pretty high bar, isn’t it? I don’t 
know if it’s possible to top that!”

Lori will confer the papal honors at a public 
celebration of solemn lauds (morning prayer) 
September 23 at 9:30am at the Cathedral of Mary 
Our Queen in Baltimore. The papal honors will be 
conferred in the archdiocese for the first time in 
more than a decade, according to an Archdiocese 
of Baltimore press release.

W oods Memorial Presbyterian 
Church has been awarded one 
of the five Maryland De-

partment of the Environment (MDE) 
Sustainability Leadership Awards for 
2023. The four other award recipients 
are Luminis Health; the University 
of Maryland, Baltimore; the City of 
Frederick; and McClintock Distilling. 
These awards recognize Maryland 
Green Registry member organizations 
that have demonstrated a strong 
commitment to sustainable practic-
es, measurable results and continual 
improvements.

The Severna Park church’s environ-
mental achievements include reducing 
energy usage by more than 50 percent, 
capturing stormwater runoff from roof-
tops and paved surfaces in rain gardens 
and wooded areas; planting over 1,000 
native trees, shrubs and perennials; 
restoring the habitat for a variety of 
birds, wildlife and pollinators; and 
refurbishing 500 sanctuary chairs for 
donation to other congregations in Bal-
timore, Delaware and North Carolina.

Papal Honor To Be Bestowed On Former Spalding President
Former Archbishop Spalding 
president Kathleen Mahar 
(center) has received a papal 
honor for excellence and 
leadership in Catholic 
education.

Woods Church Receives
Sustainability Award

“The woman is incredible, and she’s humble. She wouldn’t take sole credit 
for the great things at Spalding. She’s a visionary with the ability to 
articulate a plan. She can say it was a team effort, but she was steering 
the ship. It was her charismatic leadership that got things done.”

 — Catherine Hellie, World Languages Department Chair 
Archbishop Spalding High School

W ind-driven wildfires on the 
Hawaiian island of Maui 
prompted evacuations and 

caused significant loss of life and wide-
spread damage in August. UMCOR (the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief) 
is coordinating with the California-Pa-
cific Annual Conference to provide 
emergency supplies such as shelf-stable 
food, water, hygiene items and tools to 
help survivors recover belongings. As 
first responders continue to provide 
initial aid in the area, the Severna Park 
United Methodist Church congregation 
has been praying for those affected. 
Gifts can be made directly to UMCOR 
(umcmission.org/advance-project/901670) 
or through SPUMC (www.severnapar-
kumc.org). For anyone who donates 
online, select UMCOR as the fund, or if 
donating by check, include UMCOR in 
the memo section.

Maui Wildfire Relief 
Through UMCOR
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Editor’s note: 
This letter was 
shared with 
the public on 
August 24.

D ear 
neighbor,

I’m not 
anti-develop-
ment. In fact, 
I may be more 
pro-develop-

ment — pro redevelopment, tran-
sit-oriented development, town center 
development, and housing for our 
essential workers — than any county 
executive before me.

But I’ll fight like hell to protect 
nature from destruction by human 
beings. We created a Green Infrastruc-
ture Master Plan and called it that 
because nature is infrastructure, with 
a value and a purpose that has been 
ignored for too long in conversations 
about land’s “highest and best use.”

Paved watersheds, eroding soil, 
and a lifeless Chesapeake Bay cost 
humanity dearly. Investments in 
responsible stormwater management, 
healthy soil, and life in the bay deliver 
a huge return.

I’m proud of our county’s award-win-
ning smarter, greener, more equitable 
Plan2040 and the way our residents, 
our staff and our elected officials 
worked together to create it. I’m equal-
ly proud of our Move Anne Arundel 
multimodal transportation plan, our 
town center plans, and our Land Pres-

ervation, Parks, and Recreation Plan. 
And I’m looking forward to our nine 
region plans, led by our nine stake-
holder advisory groups.

But events of the past week have 
reminded me that Anne Arundel is a 
development-by-right county. Land-
owners have a right to build on their 
property whatever the law allows. 
Neighbors, county employees, county 
council members, and county execu-
tives are not empowered to deny grad-
ing or building permits for reasons 
other than noncompliance with county 
code, even when we’d prefer no devel-
opment on the site.

Mount Misery is one name for a hill 
overlooking the Severn River where 
Union soldiers were stationed at Fort 
Grey in 1861. Today, expensive homes 
sit atop that hill, but two lots remain 
undeveloped. On Friday, [August 18], I 
got a frantic call from Magothy River 
Association President Paul Spadaro 
saying that chainsaws and heavy 
equipment were clearing that land.

Residents called on me to issue an 
emergency stop work order, but I don’t 
have that power. The grading permit 
had been issued on Wednesday. The 
developer’s lawsuit against me and the 
county was dismissed after the devel-
oper met all county requirements and 
the permit was issued. The developer 
had won the 21st century battle of 
Mount Misery. It had taken years.

I got an email over the weekend from a 
leader in the Berrywood community, up-
set about some things that were said at a 

S tudents, 
teach-
ers, staff 

and parents, 
welcome to 
the 2023-2024 
school year! 
I know this 
year will be a 
great one, and 
I look forward 
to seeing you 
at school visits 
and events this 

fall. Below are resources to help ensure 
your start to the school year is smooth.

Buses
By now, we’ve all heard the exciting 

news that bus drivers are in place for 
all routes. This is huge, considering 
what we’ve all been through the last 
couple of years. Be mindful that we 
are still building a bench of substitute 
drivers, and there is still a possibility 

Dana 
Schallheim

Board of Education 
District 5

Steuart 
Pittman

Anne Arundel 
County Executive

Y ou have 
seen 
them. 

The memes that 
give a profes-
sion and then 
the perspective 
of “what my 
parents think I 
do,” “what my 
friends think I 
do,” “what my 
kids think I 

do,” “what the public thinks I do” and 
then, the kicker, “what I actually do.” 
The same meme could be applied to 
the August recess of the Anne Arundel 
County Council.

It is not uncommon for the pub-
lic to have a misconception of what 
a legislative recess means for the 
county council. It is an understand-
able misconception, with limited to 
no information on what takes place 
during this one month of the summer. 
With the August recess now concluded, 
I thought it may be helpful to under-
stand how your tax dollars are at work 
instead of playing in the sandbox for 

summertime fun.
Unlike the Maryland General As-

sembly, in recess from mid-April until 
January, the Anne Arundel County 
Council takes only one month to recess 
every August. Don’t get me wrong, 
members of the General Assembly 
work intensively for the three-and-a-
half months they are in session, and 
it is an incredible amount of work in 
a condensed time frame. This differs 
from the county council, which meets 
on the first and third Monday of every 
month to discuss and vote on legisla-
tion, except for August.

Bills take time to craft, sometimes 
a lot of time. Drafting one piece of 
legislation means an initial request 
and several rounds of revisions before 
meeting with departments that would 
be tasked with implementing the 
legislation if passed. This feedback and 
input can be critical to the success of a 
bill. Council members use the Au-
gust recess to set up those important 
discussions with stakeholders in the 
community and county agencies to 
review legislation being considered for 
introduction in the months ahead.

August is also a time for county 
elected leaders from across the state 
to come together at the Maryland As-
sociation of Counties (MACo) annual 
summer conference in Ocean City. 
This is a four-day conference led by 
the nonpartisan leadership of MACo, 
giving elected leaders across the 24 
jurisdictions in Maryland’s education 
system collaborative opportunities on 
the issues we are all faced with in local 
government.

This year, I attended sessions on 
combating crime at the retail level; 
water, waste and workforce; and legal 
adult-use cannabis through the public 
health lens, especially how it relates to 
young children and our youth. These 
are just a few of the many educational 
opportunities across a variety of topics 
that are available for elected officials 
during this conference.

And while school may have been out, 
constituent services do not stop. Your 
Anne Arundel County Council District 
5 office has been busy addressing the 
needs and concerns you send our way, 
with a caseload of over 200 for the 

Amanda Fiedler
County Council 

District 5

County Executive 
Pittman’s Weekly Letter

August Recess – Not A Month At The PlaygroundBack To 
School!

Letter To The Editor
Editor’s note: The following letter 

was sent to the county executive, the 
director of Planning and Zoning, and the 
director of Inspections and Permits about 
the proposed Enclave at Severna Park 
development on Ritchie Highway between 
the Brian Boru Irish Restaurant plaza and 
Joe’s Seafood.

The Berrywood community was 
not satisfied with the process of the 
Board of Appeals because our voice 
was silenced from the beginning of the 
hearing by the developer’s claim that 
“everything was determined at the 
sketch plan phase,” which was demon-
strably false. Of course, the decision 
went against us - we were not given the 
opportunity to present our case! This 
is an injustice to the entire community 
and especially to the professional engi-
neer who had extensive documentation 
of the significant changes made to the 
stormwater design since the sketch 
plan phase.

It is also important to note that Ber-
rywood never had the ability to appeal 
the sketch plan because approval of the 
sketch plan wasn’t posted on the coun-
ty Planning and Zoning site until the 
30-day appeal window had passed. We 
immediately met with representatives 
from Planning and Zoning and were 
told, “So sorry, but don’t worry — you 
can appeal it at the final plan stage.” We 
wrote letters and requested meetings 
and were promised that we would cer-
tainly be notified of final plan approval, 
but in fact, we were not notified that 
the final plans had been approved in 
November 2022. This was discovered 

by chance by our attorney who was 
investigating a separate case! Where 
is the transparency when property 
owners with standing aren’t notified 
of these approvals in a timely fashion? 
Why does the county consistently fail 
to follow its own rules?

The project planner for the Enclave 
testified that the county did not have 
a plat - either approved or proposed. 
This absence of a recognized plat made 
it impossible for our attorney and our 
engineer to obtain a copy for our team, 
despite the fact that multiple Maryland 
Public Information Act (PIA) requests 
were submitted by several people 
from February 2023 on. That is highly 
irregular.

The plat is public information and 
should have been available to us. The 
Enclave “proposed” plat does not reflect 
the correct state critical area line. This 
plat will need to be revised to reflect the 
correct resource conservation area line, 
which will then necessitate redesign of 
the stormwater plan to move the step 
pool conveyance out of the critical area. 
This is not a trivial design change as the 
developer’s attorney tried to imply.

Furthermore, a required critical area 
report will now need to be included in 
the final plans. These final plans are not 
final at all, but a set of in-flux designs 
that do not meet the criteria that every 
homeowner needs to follow and thus 
should never have been approved. The 
county needs to apply its laws equitably, 
treating homeowners and develop-
ers alike. Going forward, the grading 
permit should not be approved until all 
issues with the critical area have been 
resolved and are available for pub-

Enclave At Severna Park

»» Continued on page 14
»» Continued on page 18

»» Continued on page 17»» Continued on page 18
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“I t must 
be a lot 
quieter 

for you now that 
you’re not in 
session, huh?”

This question is 
a common one I 
have heard since 
the Maryland 
General Assem-
bly adjourned 
sine die in April. 
As many are 

aware, the regular session of the Mary-
land General Assembly spans a mere 90 
days from January to April, during which 
we work in earnest to pass laws for the 
state. It might appear logical that the 
remainder of the year entails a lull in my 
responsibilities as a senator.

However, this couldn’t be further 
from reality.

Following our adjournment on April 
10, I’ve been busily engaged in an array of 
activities, including:

•	 Participating	in	multiple	bill	sign-
ings	alongside	the	governor.	Nota-
bly,	seven	of	my	bills	successfully	
navigated	the	General	Assembly	
and	received	the	governor’s	signa-
ture.	These	events	celebrated	the	
bills’	transformation	into	law	and	
acknowledged	the	dedicated	advo-
cates	who	supported	their	passage.

•	 Reviewing	around	70	applications	
for	my	senatorial	scholarship.	
Subsequently,	my	team	and	I	award-
ed	substantial	scholarship	funds	
to	39	deserving	students	within	
District	33.

•	 Crafting	my	post-session	letter,	
summarizing	the	accomplishments	
achieved	during	the	legislative	
session	and	disseminating	it	to	
constituents	who	had	reached	out	
to	my	office.

•	 Accepting	an	invitation	to	the	
National	Conference	of	State	
Legislators	Health	Law	Seminar	in	
California.	The	seminar	enriched	
my	understanding	of	strategies	and	
policies	geared	toward	enhancing	
health	and	health	care	systems.

•	 Engaging	with	constituents	
through	town	hall	gatherings	
alongside	my	House	of	Delegates	
colleagues	and	delivering	speeches	
at	multiple	community	associa-
tion	meetings.

Completing the Public Policy Conflict 
Resolution Fellowship program, present-
ed in collaboration with the University of 
Maryland School of Law and the Mary-
land judiciary. This initiative helped me 
develop better consensus-building skills, 
striving for more effective and sustain-
able solutions to Maryland’s vital public 
policy matters.

Collaborating with my team to strate-
gize our legislative agenda for 2024. This 
has involved evaluating, researching and 
analyzing the bills we intend to advance.

Engaging with numerous constituents 
on critical matters, attending commu-
nity functions, participating in various 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies for new or 
established businesses, attending events 
like Eagle Scout Courts of Honor, interact-

ing with Girl Scout and Boy Scout troops, 
holding discussions with fellow state and 
county leaders on community improve-
ment, interfacing with stakeholders and 
advocates of upcoming legislative pro-
posals, meeting with community groups, 
schools, and nonprofits regarding re-
quests for state funding, and much more.

This is just a glimpse of my activities.
Even during non-session periods, my 

dedicated staff continues to work full-
time, addressing constituent concerns. 
Whether it’s improving pedestrian cross-
walks or navigating bureaucratic complex-
ities, we’re here to assist and provide the 
necessary answers.

Beyond the aforementioned commit-
ments, like all of you, I’m juggling family 
responsibilities through a bustling sum-
mer, which includes swim meets, sum-
mer camps and family trips. All of this 
is balanced alongside my “day job” as an 
attorney. Despite the long hours and de-
manding days, it’s an immense privilege 
to serve. I want to express my heartfelt 
gratitude for affording me the honor of 
representing you.

We’re in the process of planning addi-
tional town hall events for the upcoming 
fall — stay tuned for dates. As always, 
should you have suggestions for legisla-
tion or require assistance from my office, 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch by 
emailing dawn.gile@senate.state.md.us.

lic scrutiny.
Why was the Berrywood community 

shut out of our PIA requests and our 
ability to present our case? Why did 
a property owner next to the Enclave 
property testify that she was required to 
revise her building plans for a single home 
multiple times to satisfy the critical area 
requirements and other aspects of the 
county code while a developer is not held 
to these same requirements? Instead of 
another round of, “Oh gee, we don’t know 
how that happened. Don’t worry, it won’t 
happen again” rhetoric from the county, 
the failure-to-notify issue needs resolu-
tion immediately.

Berrywood community members 
should not be second-class citizens in 
the Planning & Zoning office, where they 
were told by the project planner that he is 
“sort of the quarterback for the develop-
er.” That is indicative of the systematic 
problem that citizens face every time they 
attempt to challenge a proposed develop-
ment. The right-to-build is a right under 
the laws of the county code! The county 
system is clearly broken, is unfair to the 
citizens who live here, and needs to be 
fixed now.

Respectfully,
Karen Royer
Berrywood Community Association 

Environmental Committee
Berrywood representative to the 

Greater Severna Park Council
Magothy River Association 

recording secretary

Arnold office

1509 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012

410.757.7600

Now 
AcceptiNg

New 
pAtieNts

Your Care Is Our
Primary Concern…

We offer EVENING HOURS

Call us today to schedule
your appointment so you can:

• Stay Healthier longer      • Personalize Your care
• lower Your Healthcare cost

• ensure All Vaccines Are Up To date

Enclave At 
Severna Park

Continuing Service
Beyond The Session

Dawn Gile
Senator

 District 33
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572 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD 21146

Office - 410-793-5210
www.cassillyfinancial.com

Compassion   •   Integrity
Competence   •   Professionalism

Fred Cassilly CFP®

• Certified Financial Planner
• Comprehensive Planning
• Investment Management

• Employee Benefits
• Retirement Planning
• Estate Planning

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

“She Will Get You
Through The Door

Hassle - Free”

Office: 410–263-3400

High Demand + Limited Inventory
=

Great Time To Sell Your Home
Give Melissa Blohm a call, and let’s sell your home for

TOP DOLLAR!

WHAT MATTERS 
TO YOU MATTERS 
TO US.

moraninsurance.com  •  410.384.4884
696 Ritchie Highway in Severna Park
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Turn to Frank & Bill’s to
take care of your auto

repair needs!

[3368]
410-255-Dent

Visit our website to see our work!
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H ome-
own-
ers 

across Anne 
Arundel 
County have 
been shocked 
to receive 
their 2023 
property 
tax bills. It 
has been the 
talk of the 

town. Very few 
people realized that the Fiscal Year 
2024 Anne Arundel County budget 
included a rise in our property taxes 
by 5 percent.

Our property tax rates since 1992 
have been regulated by a voter-im-
posed cap, with a recent exception for 
education funding. The FY24 budget 
also increases utility costs: there has 
been an 8.8% increase in water and 
sewer usage rates, and the fee for resi-
dential trash collection per household 
has gone up 11.4 percent. These un-
expected increases have caused many 
families to be concerned, and many 
need to re-evaluate their monthly 
budget and adjust accordingly.

It’s important to realize that 
the FY24 budget also increases the 
transfer tax in some of our real estate 
transactions. The transfer tax rate 
will now increase from 1% to 1.5% for 
transactions over $1 million. Now, 

this may not seem like a big deal — 
family homes in our area may have 
been purchased for much lower than 
this, but by the time it comes to sell, 
many homes will surpass this.

The local government plans to use 
our taxpayer dollars to pay for evic-
tion prevention programs, to subsi-
dize affordable new construction, and 
as financial assistance to some select 
homebuyers. Finally, it’s important 
to be aware that single filers with 
taxable income exceeding $400,000 
and joint filers surpassing $480,000 
will see an uptick in their income tax 
to 3.2 percent.

While we all have different opin-
ions about taxes and the role of 
government in our lives, I think 
it’s important to be aware of these 
increases so that we can, first and 
foremost, plan and care for our 
families. Understand that these tax 
increases have occurred directly due 
to the voting choices of our commu-
nity and our state — elections have 
consequences. For my part, I have 
voted against every tax increase that 
has come before the Maryland Gener-
al Assembly, including one introduced 
by another Republican, because I 
believe the government already has 
plenty of hard-earned money from its 
citizens. What I would like to see is 
the government be a better steward 
of our money, with more oversight 
and transparency.

summer of 2023.
The summer recess is also an 

important time for county council 
staff (administrative officer, assistant 
administrative officer, council coun-
sel, support positions and the county 
auditor’s office). For 11 months out of 
the year, council staff is focused on 
preparing for “legislative Monday” 
meetings. The August recess gives 31 
days to do everything else that allows 
for the legislative branch to operate as 
is required by county code.

This includes personnel-relat-
ed duties, such as evaluating work 
performance and preparing perfor-
mance reviews of employees. Staff will 
also assess legislative matters on an 
annual basis to ensure that nothing is 
missed or overlooked based on what is 
required annually. Staff will check and 
recheck lists, agendas and other orga-
nizational tools to make sure all items 
and documents are in order.

Council staff also use this time to 
follow up on legislation that has ad-
ditional “tasks.” For example, if there 
were any bills passed that require 
approval from any state agencies, staff 
need to confirm that they received 
proof of that necessary action.

An assessment is also done in prepa-
ration for the council’s return to ses-
sion. What annual initiatives or events 
are upcoming and/or are required by 
code? For example, the council must 
meet as the board of health in Octo-
ber. Staff must coordinate with the 
Anne Arundel County Department of 

Health for the planning of this criti-
cal meeting.

Our administrative officer also 
starts to lay the groundwork for 
new contracts or positions that were 
approved in the recent budget. In the 
current fiscal year, several new and 
necessary support positions are being 
added to the council office, including 
a dedicated information technology 
position for the legislative branch and 
legislative research staff member.

In the government, records are im-
portant. Council staff uses the recess 
to work on archiving closed files, a de-
tail-filled task reviewing files for com-
pleteness and filling in any gaps with 
required details as a matter of record.

If 2020 showed the Anne Arundel 
County Council anything, it was a 
need to modernize. Council staff has 
continued to chip away at bringing 
past practices into the 21st century 
and deciding how to best proceed with-
out violating important laws regarding 
transparency and the storage and ac-
cessibility of public information. This 
task includes scanning and filing into 
an e-library council documents dating 
back to 1970.

Maybe you have never thought of 
what the county council does during 
a summer recess. But if you have 
considered it, and images of tax dollars 
out on vacation came to mind, I hope 
this serves as a new image of “what we 
really do” when in recess.

As always, you can reach me for any 
county matters that concern you by 
emailing amanda.fiedler@aacounty.org.

Annapolis | Severna Park | Towson | Ocean City | Delaware

410-266-9500 | EagleTitle.com

Attorney owned & operated for 16 years
Delivering exceptional experiences to every transaction

Best of Annapolis 7 years running

The Estate Planning & Administration Practice Group at
Liff, Walsh & Simmons offers a full range of services with
an emphasis on each client’s unique circumstances.

Our attorneys work closely with you and your family to
ensure your estate planning portfolios are carefully tailored
to address your  financial needs and family dynamics.

410.266.9500  |  liffwalsh.com

With you for everyWith you for every
step in life.step in life.  

Gregory J. Ferra, Partner
Director Estate Planning & Administration Practice Group

gferra@liffwalsh.com

Call us for a personal, confidential
consultation. 

Rachel Muñoz 
Delegate 

District 31

Not A Month At The Playground
»» Continued from page 13 The Rise In Our Taxes
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County Executive Pittman’s Letter
Board of Appeals hearing on a proj-
ect called Enclave at Severna Park. I 
visited Berrywood’s stream restoration 
project as it was being constructed 
four-and-a-half years ago and was 
warned at the time that the Enclave 
development had the potential to over-
whelm the step-pool system that they 
were constructing to restore water 
quality. I’d thought the Enclave project 
wasn’t moving forward. But it was.

And then I got the email from 
Arundel Rivers Federation, calling 
on residents to once again weigh in 
with opposition to a housing subdi-
vision called Glebe Heights off Loch 
Haven Road in Mayo. It’s a completely 
forested area on low-lying land spotted 
with wetlands not far from the South 
River. The Scenic Rivers Land Trust 
had made efforts to acquire the parcel 
for preservation after our Office of 
Planning and Zoning had rejected an 
earlier development proposal, but the 
owners came back with a scaled-down 
plan for development. I don’t know 
whether this new plan will meet the 
legal requirements to build what’s 
being proposed, but if it does, we may 
need to take another look at our laws. 
This is not the kind of land we want 

developed in our county. It is valuable 
green infrastructure.

Sometimes our administration’s 
stricter application of environmental 
protection laws works. The Enclave at 
Crofton, Quiet Waters Retreat, The 
Forney property by Bacon Ridge, and 
the new addition to Severn Danza Park 
are all cases where the obstacles to de-
velopment were so high that potential 
developers sold the land to public or 
nonprofit entities that will protect it 
forever. We’ll be announcing two more 
of these wins in the coming weeks.

A lot is at stake in these land use 
battles, and they can get pretty ugly. 
My job is to make sure that our regu-
latory agencies are implementing the 
laws fairly, that all parties are heard, 
that we act in accordance with our ap-
proved planning documents, and that 
we support our legislative body, the 
county council, in making good land 
use policy.

If we do all of that with transpar-
ency and community engagement, 
I’m convinced that we human beings 
can live in harmony with the natu-
ral world that created and sustains 
us. If we don’t, we won’t want to live 
here anymore.

A s a local 
legislator, 
I often 

feel compelled 
to look at the 
national land-
scape through 
a local lens and 
draw the line 
of demarcation 
to demonstrate 
how what we do 
locally relates to 

our national policy. Today, I’m opening 
the aperture further as I reflect on an 
August week in which I engaged with 
the Irish Parliament, members of the 
Northern Irish Parliament, commu-
nity advocates, members of Congress 
and members of state legislatures from 
44 states. We reflected on the 25th 
anniversary of the Good Friday Agree-
ment, which brought peace to North-
ern Ireland and enhanced its future 
with such strong ties to the United 
States in a post-Brexit world.

So, what brought this little-known 
legislator from the confines of the 
Broadneck peninsula across the pond 
to the shores of Dublin? American 
football. In 2020, the Navy Midship-
men were scheduled to meet in Dublin 
for a matchup with the Fighting Irish 
of Notre Dame. When the game had to 
be rescheduled due to the pandemic, 
Irish Parliament Senator Mark Daly 
saw an opportunity to leverage the 
good will of American legislators in 
ensuring the continuation of peace 
in Northern Ireland in an otherwise 
uncertain future.

This was my second national con-
ference with state legislators, having 
attended a public health conference in 
Portland, Oregon, in June where I gave 
a presentation on the newly passed 

legislation that establishes our public 
health commission so that other states 
could model our efforts. I heard the 
words that I had spoken during the 
presentation repeated throughout — 
“COVID presented many challenges, 
but it also created an opportunity.” An 
opportunity to evaluate how we oper-
ate, to assess not only our readiness 
for another public health crisis, but to 
rebuild our health system to be more 
efficient, more equitable, to modernize 
and streamline, to use technology in 
new ways, and to question if we were 
doing things because it was the best 
way or simply how we’d always done it.

Throughout our time in Ireland, we 
heard about the bipartisan support of 
America for Ireland, how until the U.S. 
applied pressure to and support for 
the Good Friday Agreement, peace in 
Northern Ireland was believed impos-
sible; impossible until it happened. 
Today the peace walls still stand, yet 
they are regarded more as lines of di-
vision, a carryover to a part of history 
important to remember but wishing to 
move past.

The Northern Ireland Parliament 
has yet to be seated since the Brexit 
vote. Much of our time here was spent 
with American legislators trying to 
understand the political, historic and 
cultural dynamics that have created 
the stalemate while quietly and un-
comfortably drawing parallels to our 
own political landscapes.

Through COVID, we learned how 
to conduct a safe, secure and socially 
distanced election. We figured out how 
to ensure a census where our response 
level was so high, you could visually 
outline District 33 on the map (I was 
very proud of us). We learned to be 
more vigilant with our research and 
more compassionate with our teachers, 

health care workers and other public 
servants. We were more generous with 
our resources, more outspoken with 
our community and more engaged in 
our electoral process.

We learned to challenge our rep-
resentatives and our own biases. We 
learned that health care, child care, 
food security and shelter were basic 
needs, and the ability to take time to 
care for ourselves and our families was 
not a gift but a necessity. We learned 
that remote work, like remote educa-
tion, works well for some and is impos-
sible for others. We learned child care 
and education are not synonymous 
and that transportation is an essential 
part of public education.

This year, we have a real opportunity 
to shape the future of Anne Arundel 

County. In 2024, we will vote for the 
entire school board for the first time in 
our county’s history. The presidential 
race, the congressional races and the 
constitutional questions will take up 
a lot of the air in this election, so it’s 
essential to ensure we don’t lose sight 
of those down-ballot races. As educa-
tion is the great equalizer, and we have 
a once-in-a-generation opportunity to 
build a world-class globally competi-
tive public education system that aims 
to provide every child opportunity 
regardless of zip code, let us be vigilant 
in our research of candidates and 
compassionate of the needs of our stu-
dents, educators, staff and community. 
Let’s be generous with our resources, 
engaged in the process and aware of 
what is at stake.

Heather Bagnall
Delegate

District 33C

COVID, Football And The Health Of Our Democracy

of uncovered routes when drivers 
call out sick. All bus schedules can be 
found at www.aacps.org/buses.

New this year is a targeted com-
munication system for the entire 
community that will notify you if your 
student’s specific bus is running late 
or out of service. The system provides 
email and text message notifications 
in either English or Spanish to those 
who register. Subscribers are asked to 
provide the bus number and school 
for which they wish to receive the 
notification. Messages will be sent at 
7:30pm the night before a school day 
to alert users of delays and cancel-
lations for the following school day. 
Messages will also be sent beginning 
at 6:00am on each school day and pe-
riodically through 8:45am as updates 
are entered from bus contractors.

Subscribers will receive one mes-
sage per delay or cancellation and will 
receive an additional message if there 
is a change in that bus’ status. At 
12:30pm on each school day, messages 
will be sent to subscribers to remind 
them of afternoon-only impacts to 
bus routes. All bus disruption infor-
mation will continue to be posted 
online. To subscribe, visit www.aacps.
org/busnotifications.

New K-5 Math Curriculum
Reveal Math, a new math curricu-

lum for elementary school students, 
debuts this year and is designed to de-
velop the problem-solvers of tomorrow 
with rich instruction and real-life con-
nections. The vision behind adopting 
this new math curriculum is to provide 
an accessible, high-quality math edu-
cation through a community of learn-
ers who continually find the beauty of 
math and all the opportunities math 
affords in one’s everyday life. Hands-
on instruction and aligning with 
STEM opportunities are cornerstones 
of Reveal Math. For more information 
about this exciting new curriculum, 
visit www.aacps.org/page/1532.

Back to School Events
All back-to-school events can be 

found at www.aacps.org/btsevents.
The 2023-2024 School Year Plan
A comprehensive document, the 

2023-2024 plan is an example of the 
engagement efforts that are on track 
to continue throughout Anne Arun-
del County Public Schools (AACPS) 
Superintendent Mark Bedell’s tenure 
to ensure that diversity of voice is 
present and considered in all that 
AACPS does and is a transparent look 
at our progress and projections for the 
next school year. As Bedell has stated 
repeatedly, every child has the ability 
to belong, grow and succeed within 
AACPS. A link to this document can be 
found at www.aacps.org/backtoschool.

It’s More Than Just Lunch
Applications for free or re-

duced-price lunch can be found at 
www.aacps.org/backtoschool. Beyond 
free and reduced-price lunch, qualify-
ing students and families will receive 
a variety of opportunities with our 
community partners including free 
registration for NCAA eligibility, eligi-
bility for select scholarships, and free 
or reduced-price fees for SAT, ACT, 
AP and CTE exams as well as college 
applications.

Tutoring
Our popular virtual homework help 

and tutoring is back again this year. 
Evening virtual homework help and 
tutoring will be available in math, En-
glish, science, world languages, social 
studies, AVID (Advancement Via Indi-
vidual Determination) and ESOL (En-
glish for Speakers of Other Languages) 
for middle and high school students. 
Virtual homework help will be a drop-
in Microsoft Teams environment, 
while tutoring is an appointment-driv-
en, small group setting. These sessions 
will run simultaneously.

K-5 families can avail themselves of 
virtual family support in math start-
ing on September 26 on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6:00pm-8:00pm. This 
is a drop-in service through Google 
Meet for assistance with understand-
ing grade math concepts or prob-
lem-solving techniques.

More information, including middle 
and high school tutoring schedules, is 
available at www.aacps.org/tutoring.

As always, I can be reached at 443-
534-2660 or dschallheim@aacps.org. 
Have a great start to the school year!

Back To School!

»» Continued from page 13

»» Continued from page 13
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Asbury Church Assistance Network (ACAN) recently celebrated the 
birthday of volunteer Linwood Jackson.
Jackson was 47 years old when he came to Christ. Following a funeral 
service for his mom, he was moved by the fellowship of church members 
who packed the church.
He later told the pastor he heard something growling at night.
“That’s just the good lord cleaning your house,” the pastor said, inferring 
that Jackson was ready to drop any vices in favor of his spiritual calling.
Jackson started working with his pastor to give people money they could 
use to pay their electric bills and rent. He then started helping Clinton 
Wallace, who led ACAN’s food ministry.
That changed Jackson’s life. He is now devoted to helping ACAN provide 
food and toiletries to more than 3,500 families in need across Anne Arundel 
County, including the homeless population at BWI Airport.
Jackson credits the support of his wife, a fellow ACAN volunteer named 
Rhonda, along with Wallace and the Asbury Town Neck United Methodist 
Church congregation, for inspiring him to dedicate his life to community 
service.
“When you see a person who is giving like that, it makes you want to step 
up,” he said of Wallace.

ACAN needs gas funds to keep delivering food to families. 
The nonprofit is also raising money for a new van. Send a 
tax-deductible donation to ACAN.

429 Asbury Road 
Severna Park, MD 21146
Have questions? 
Email asbury.acan@gmail.com

Preplanning is a simple thing you can do to ease
burdens on your family at a difficult time. No
other form of preparation does all of these things:

Barranco Severna Park
Funeral Home & Cremation Care, P.A.

410-647-2400 • barrancofuneralhome.com

You already know what a will does.
Preplanning does more.HONOR

THOSE WHO

SERVED
You don’t have to go far to find someone who
has a heroic family member that has served this
great nation.Our veterans served so we may be

safe and free, and we will never forget.

BARRANCO & SONS, P.A.
SEVERNA PARK FUNERAL HOME

410-647-2400 • barrancofuneralhome.com

• Makes decisions ahead of time
• Ensures wishes are carried out
• Prevents overspending
• Takes the pressure of selection process off your family
• Keeps costs at today’s prices when paid in advance

We specialize in preplanning. Call us today and we can answer any questions you may have.

Find out more at www.FLSlawyer.com
  Follow us on Facebook 

Community Association questions 
answered at www.FLSlawyer.com/blog/

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D 
Severna Park, Maryland 21146

443-906-0117
bfellner@flslawyer.com
www.FLSlawyer.com

HOA Board members
— need legal advice? 

-How to run a meeting
-When to amend  your documents
-Enforcing against violations
-Collecting unpaid fees
-Anything else HOA related

Call your local HOA 
attorney today!
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By David Bashore

A n opening-night matchup 
between the Severna Park 
and Meade football teams 

has become the norm over the last 
few years, with both teams looking 
to open their seasons with a prom-
ising start.

Unfortunately for Severna Park, 
most anything that could go wrong 
did go wrong this time.

Turnovers, untimely penalties, and 
Meade’s big play capability conspired 
to down the Falcons 46-25 in front of 
a packed home stadium at Severna 
Park High School on Friday.

Severna Park’s first pass attempt 
was intercepted and returned for a 
touchdown, a sign of things to come. 
The Falcons fell behind 18-3 in the 
first quarter and could never quite 
recover from there as Meade rolled 
up 303 yards on the ground between 
a duo of tailbacks, one powerful, the 
other speedy.

“You never want to spot your op-
ponent an early touchdown like that, 

but the kids showed a lot of fight,” 
Severna Park coach Nick Marks said. 
“We got it back to within 8 at one 
point, but (Meade) had a great plan, 
and we’re going to give them credit. 
They’ve got some good players over 
there and they’ll win a lot of games in 
conference this year.”

Severna Park’s tempo offense 
allowed the Falcons to run 21 more 
plays than did Meade, but they were 
forced to nickel-and-dime their way 
down the field and only mustered a 
couple of big plays, most notably a 
52-yard touchdown pass on a bub-
ble screen from Vince Nguyen to 
Jack Fish.

Fish finished with 100 yards receiv-
ing, while Nguyen was 19-for-34 for 
201 yards with one touchdown and 
three interceptions. Severna Park 
tailback Demetrious Jones touched 
the ball 27 times for 70 total yards 
and a touchdown. Isaiah Green 
scored the final Falcons touchdown 
on the game’s final play, a 30-yard 

Big Plays, Miscues Plague Severna Park In Opening Loss To Meade

Photo by David Bashore

During the Falcons’ 46-25 season-opening loss to Meade,  quarterback Vince 
Nguyen (9) passed to Ryder Halloran (6).»» Continued on page 28

Story and photo 
by Dennis McGinley

T he Broadneck boys soccer team 
kicked off the 2023 season with 
a 2-1 overtime win over the 

defending 4A state champion Bow-
ie Bulldogs. Broadneck scored early 

in the first half on an Ethan Colon 
header off a corner kick. Bowie tied the 
game late in the second half to send 
the game to overtime.

Freshman Wilson Banwell scored 
the game-winner. Senior goalie Matt 
Tettemer added seven saves.

Bruins Down Defending 
Champions In Soccer Thriller

By David Bashore

A fter going undefeated and winning 
the program’s first state champi-
onship in 20 years, and returning 

seven contributors from that team, 
Broadneck field hockey might be forgiven 
for taking it a little easy.

There’s just no way the returners will 
let that happen.

On the back of an historic season, the 
Bruins celebrated a little, but then told 
themselves: this is now the standard. 
Don’t let it slip because you’re now going 
to get everyone’s best game.

“We know that’s what we’re capable 
of, so it’s just a matter of putting in the 
work like we did last year and trying to 
do it again,” said junior midfielder Faith 
Everett. “We do kind of have a target on 
our back because we were undefeated and 
won states, so people want to beat us. But 
that also helps us stay at that high level, 

and we want to keep competitive that 
whole time.”

Broadneck came to be known as “the 
passing team” last season, earning wins 
on the scoreboard and plaudits for its pos-
session-based approach, which allowed 
the Bruins to focus more on themselves 
and dictate to their opponents.

That, combined with big experience 
for many players on both the state and 
national stage, has led to a lifting of 
expectations even in the little things. It 
just so happened that in 2022, everything 
they had been building for came together.

“I think we do set that expectation, 
but it comes through that we’ve had that 
expectation all along. It just took years to 
build it,” said Broadneck coach Shannon 
Hanratty. “The things that made us 
successful last year are things that we’ve 
been asking of our teams for the years up 

BHS Field Hockey Determined 
To Keep Championship Standard

»» Continued on page 29

The Lady Bruins have high hopes for the 2023 season. They finished 15-0, 
which included a victory over Crofton in the county championship (pictured) 
and a victory against Winston Churchill to capture the state title.

Broadneck goalie Matt Tettemer 
diffused the Bowie attack 
throughout the contest and finished 
with seven saves en route to a 2-1 
victory over the Bulldogs.



Cunningham Contracting, Inc. 
specializes in Roofing, Exteriors, and 
Remodeling Contracting. We are fully
licensed, insured and provide guarantees
on all our work. We have over 25 years of
experience and have serviced thousands of
satisfied clients in the Maryland area.

$500 OFF
COMPLETE SHINGLE 
ROOF REPLACEMENT

(Min. 2,000 sf roof. Expires October 31, 2023)

Roofing | General Contracting | Residential-Commercial

CALL TODAY
410-721-8757

Licensed & Insured
MHIC#87171

Visit our website or call today to request a 
free no obligation estimate.

www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

NOW OFFERING 
MULTIPLE 

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

FINANCE
OPTIONS!

Mark Cunningham
Owner
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your home, your sanctuary

580C Ritchie Hwy 
Severna Park, MD 21146

spkitchenandbath.com
410-777-9526

www.toasttab.com/senorchilecantina

410-421-1010
1264 Bay Dale Drive
Arnold, MD 21012

senorschile.com

410-431-3000
594 Benfield Road

Severna Park, MD 21146

é

Football Specials$1 Wings (minimum 5)$7 Nachos/Taquitos/Sopes Nachos (Beef, Chicken, Carnitas)$7 Jalapeno Poppers (3 pcs)$3 Queso Dip
$3 Domestic Drafts $15 Domestic Bucket$4 Imported Drafts $18 Imported Buckets
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St. Mary’s High School
Lacrosse, Field Hockey, Track and Field

By David Bashore

A three-sport athlete and excellent student is 
headed to college on a lacrosse scholarship.

Severna Park resident Lily Hayes recently 
graduated from the Annapolis-based St. Mary’s 
High School, where she played three sports and 
graduated with a 3.8 GPA, earning a spot on the 
school’s honor roll and National Honor Society 
chapter. She was a defender on the lacrosse and 

field hockey teams, and she was a relay specialist 
for the indoor track and field team.

Juggling excellence in academics with excellence 
in three sports was a challenge Hayes knew she had 
to master early on if she was to be successful.

“My classes and practices were always 5:30 to 
7:00(pm), so on the later side. It was getting my 
schoolwork done kind of early, realizing that I 
wasn’t like most students,” Hayes said. “I had to get 
ahead of things most times and really had to take 
time out. I wasn’t going to want to go home and do 
homework (after practice), so I had to work ahead.”

As she heads off to Cincinnati to play and study 
at Xavier University, Hayes believes finding that 
balance in high school will serve her well in the 
years to come.

“It’s stressful switching from high school to 
college, making all new friends and that,” she said. 
“You have to be connecting with people who aren’t 
on your team, connecting with your professors to 
let them know you’re a student-athlete. The classes 
are the priority, but you also have a sport. I think 
it’s going to be [that] your professors don’t remind 
you about due dates and stuff as your high school 
teachers do. You’re responsible for your academics 
and being on top of everything.”

Hayes chose to join the Musketeers because of a 
connection between her club coach and the coach at 
Xavier, as well as the appeal of building something 
that will last — a sentiment that matches her drive 
at St. Mary’s.

“I really tried to encourage younger athletes 
to try new sports or come out for more than one 

sport,” she said. “It’s just fun to be part of a team 
and keep your fitness up. Getting people involved in 
sports is really important to me.”

Xavier’s inaugural lacrosse season was last 
year, so when Hayes committed, they didn’t have 
a team yet.

“Having the idea of being one of the first people 
on the team and building that team dynamic was 
amazing,” Hayes said.

Though high school is now not far in her rearview 
mirror, Hayes credited her time in athletics at St. 
Mary’s with some of her most favorite memories at 
the school.

“A big one was winning the track championship 
for the second year in a row,” Hayes said. “I ran the 
last event (the 4x400 relay), so after that event, 
when we had secured our win, it was the best feel-
ing ever. Beating our rivals, Severn, at home for la-
crosse was also really big, and then when the boys 
team beat Severn too, it was amazing. Supporting 
other teams is always so much fun.”

Student-Athlete of the Month

The Voice’s Student-Athlete of the Month is proudly sponsored by Matt Wyble of Next Step Realty.
Contact Zach Sparks at zach@severnaparkvoice.com to nominate a local student making a positive impact through sports.

lily hAyeS

410-987-8780  •  216 Najoles Rd, Millersville, MD 21108

Session I
Docksiders Gymnastics

Register Now

Session Runs 
Now thru November 4 th

Excellence 
By Choice!

Don’t miss 
out on a 

fun-filled, 
upside-down 

adventure 
no child 

should miss.

Haas & Sons is a family owned, local company. We feature extraordinary service and upfront pricing.
Our technicians arrive on time, wearing a clean uniform and provide professional service.

EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE. UPFRONT PRICING.

HaasAndSons.com443•222•1699

RESIDENTIAL
ELECTRICIAN

SERVICES

How Can Haas
Brighten Your Day?

“I really tried to encourage younger 
athletes to try new sports or come out 
for more than one sport. It’s just fun 
to be part of a team and keep your 
fitness up. Getting people involved in 
sports is really important to me.”

 — Lily Hayes
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By Mauricio Palmar
Student Intern

A s the Women’s World Cup ended 
in August, a new season began for 
the girls soccer programs in the 

area. Stars such as Alex Morgan, Trinity 
Rodman and Rose Lavelle all started 
at the high school level before they went 
to the women’s national team, serving as 
a reminder that the next soccer star can 
come from anywhere. These high schools 
can showcase their talent in the fall.

Severna Park
The Falcons experienced a successful 

2022 campaign, led by players Han-
na Verreault, Sydney Holmes, Ryn 
Feemster and Emerson Scott. Coach 
Rick Stimpson got his squad to the 
regional championship, during which the 
Falcons’ season ended at the hands of the 
Broadneck defense, which stifled Severna 
Park’s attack on the way to a 1-0 victory. 
A penalty from Sadie Wilkinson in the 
first half provided the difference in that 
tightly contested battle, with sustained 
pressure from the Falcons failing to pro-
duce an equalizer. Since then, many key 
players have graduated, such as Holmes 
and Verreault, both of whom were named 
to the Capital Gazette All-County team.

Despite the rival Bruins spoiling the 
Falcons championship hopes, the Severna 
Park girls are excited for 2023 as they 
return a greater portion of their core 
than the boys soccer team. Feemster, who 
was also named to the Capital Gazette’s 

All-County team, is set for a breakout 
senior year, and underclassmen such as 
Bella Van Gieson and Emerson Scott 
have also shown promise throughout 
their high school careers, setting up the 
Falcons for a potential run at a seventh 
state championship.

Broadneck
Out of the four area high school 

programs, the Broadneck girls team was 
the most successful in 2022. Led by coach 
John Camm, the Broadneck girls carried 
a 14-0-4 record into their state semifinal 
appearance, where their dream season 
was thwarted by Quince Orchard. In 
that tightly contested semifinal battle, 
a 17th-minute goal from Cougar for-
ward Caroline Donmoyer marked the 
difference in a 1-0 loss, sending Broad-
neck home, one step short of a state 
championship.

The team has had to stomach some 
losses since then, the most notable being 
the graduation of Wilkinson, who was 
named the Capital Gazette’s girls soccer 
Player of the Year after her stellar season. 
Broadneck is returning many key rising 
seniors, such as All-County goalkeeper 
Kyleigh Bland, All-County midfielder 
Maddie Capps, Lily Trout and Olivia 
Orso. The Bruins are poised to put them-
selves in the conversation for a third state 
championship in 2023.

“Our goal is to compete for the region 
and state championships,” Camm said. 
“We will miss the seniors but have more 
than enough skill and athletic ability to 
continue our aggressive style of play.”

Archbishop Spalding
Led by a talented core featuring 

Meghan Bernetti and Sophie Thi-
beault, the Spalding girls ended the sea-
son with an 8-5-1 record. Bernetti and Thi-
beault, who were both named to the 2022 
All-State teams, have since graduated. 
While the team has several rising seniors 
to fill their shoes, such as Maeve Kon-
stantoulas in goal and midfielder Maria 
Cipolla, coach Ashly Kennedy will have 
to rely on a younger core of players.

Severn School
The Admirals have a fresh face at the 

helm of their girls soccer team. Denison 
Cabral will lead the squad, with former 
head coach Erika Mahon working in an 
assistant role. Cabral, one of the most pro-
lific scorers in the history of indoor soccer, 
tallying over 500 goals in his playing 

career before transitioning to coaching.
“Our goal will be to continue to be 

competitive,” Cabral said. “This is a strong 
program and well respected in the soccer 
community — let’s not change that. We 
will have fun, compete and challenge 
ourselves during the season.”

Cabral won’t have to endure a rough 
transition in his first year as coach, as the 
Severn girls lost only five members of a 
fairly successful 2022 squad to graduation 
this year. The rest of the team is largely 
made up of underclassmen, giving Cabral 
a talented core full of potential to grow 
as the season goes on. Rising seniors 
Skyler Morton, Caroline Bing and 
Parker Collins should all play key lead-
ership roles for a young Admirals squad 
this season.

Debra L. Feather, E.A.

2022

2022

2022
2023

Serving the Greater Severna Park Community for over 40 Years

Karl J. Appel, CPA Patrick S. Cassilly, CPA

570 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD 21146

410.647.7777
www.GAgroup.cpa

Voted Best
Accountant
13 Consecutive

Years

By Mauricio Palmar
Student Intern

A s a new school year begins, so does 
a new opportunity for the Severna 
Park, Broadneck, Severn and Spal-

ding high school athletic programs.
The 2022 season was successful for the 

aforementioned soccer teams, with each 
of the four showing signs of progress 
throughout the year. Each school must 
withstand some losses, with plenty of 
senior players moving on to play at the 
collegiate level. However, many talented 
players are ready to fill their shoes, and all 
these schools stack up well going into the 
2023 soccer season.

Severna Park
Severna Park is arguably the school 

that got hit the hardest by graduations. 
Led by a core of goalie Peter Saunders, 
All-County defenseman Evan Souder 
and All-County midfielder Brad Dulin, 
the Falcons achieved a 17-3 record under 
the tutelage of head coach Ryan Parisi 
last year, advancing to the state champi-
onship before falling to Bowie. A sec-
ond-half goal by Bowie forward Kareem 
Davis was the only obstacle keeping them 
from their first state championship since 
2013. Since then, most of their core has 
graduated, leaving Severna Park in a state 
of transition heading into 2023.

Parisi has handled senior losses in the 
past, and his style of play has consistently 
produced strong defenses. Rising senior 
Jeffrey Chukwu is primed for a breakout 
season as the leading man in the attack. 
Severna Park may have lost talent, but 
they still have a chance to compete for 
their fourth state championship.

Broadneck
Fresh off a 13-4 campaign in 2022, 

Broadneck is aiming to improve their 
record in 2023. Their season came to a 
bitter end with a loss to South River in the 
regional semifinals, and the team is hop-
ing to progress past that stage this year. 
Fortunately, unlike Severna Park, the 
Bruins will return most of their key pieces 
from the past season, with All-County 
goalie Matt Tettemer and All-County 
midfielder Harlan Welsh returning to 
lead Broadneck in their senior years.

“We are working hard to improve each 
day,” coach Sean Tettemer reiterated. 
“Hopefully we will become a better team 
and will be playing our best at the end of 

the season.”
The graduation of captain Jaden 

Smith and forward Riley Erbe will hin-
der Broadneck’s efforts, but Tettemer has 
many intriguing players to work with. The 
experienced core that he’s returning will 
give Broadneck a massive step up against 
the competition this season, with other 
rising seniors Ethan Colon, Patrick Ro-
billard and Sam Myers also expected to 
play important roles for the Bruins. With 
this core, Broadneck is poised to make a 
run at their first state championship and 
their first state championship appearance 
since 2005.

Archbishop Spalding
In 2022, Archbishop Spalding managed 

to improve upon their 2021 season, earn-
ing a 9-11-1 mark to follow their 6-13-3 
record, and coach Frederick Sporrer is 
aiming to build further on that success 
and advance deeper in the Maryland In-
terscholastic Athletic Association playoffs 
this year. Spalding is going to miss the 
contributions of the class of 2023, and es-
pecially All-County defender AJ Sisson. 
However, the Cavaliers have an inter-
esting mix of rising seniors and talented 
underclassmen on the roster this year, 
giving the team reasons to be optimistic. 
Chris Kin, Michael Lonergan and goal-
keeper Clif Lehman are among the rising 
seniors expected to play a significant role 
on the team this year, while Marco Maz-
zola and Kyle Crawford are among the 
top underclassmen on Spalding’s roster.

Severn School
It would be hard for head coach Mike 

McCarthy’s squad to have a better season 
than they did last year. McCarthy was the 
2022 Baltimore Sun All-Metro Boys Soccer 
Co-Coach of the Year, an honor bestowed 
upon him after his team finished 17-0 
with a conference championship.

“The most obvious goal would be to 
go for a three-peat, aiming to win the 
[conference] championship for the third 
consecutive year,” McCarthy said. “But 
for me, my main goal is to maintain our 
culture of excellence, professionalism 
and teamwork, both on and off the field, 
which will set the foundation for success.”

It won’t be easy for Severn to reach 
those heights again in 2023, as the grad-
uation of Davis Cawlfield, the Capital 
Gazette’s Anne Arundel County Player of 
the Year, leaves the program with some 
massive shoes to fill. The return of key 
players Alex Mussog and Hudson Lamb, 
who both earned All-Conference honors 
in 2022, gives Severn a chance to replicate 
their success in 2023.

Boys Soccer 
Preview

Girls Soccer 
Preview
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By David Bashore

T he 2023 Severna Park volleyball 
team is working both smarter 
and harder.

The Falcons boast a young squad 
to build on a 2022 season where they 
hovered around .500 for most of the 
season. With multiple players from all 
four classes on the squad, the presea-
son has been one of growth but also 
learning to pick their spots.

“I’ve been trying to focus pretty 
heavily on being smart with my shots, 
instead of just swinging away — no-

ticing empty spots on the court and 
trying to put the ball there,” said 
senior attacker Mikayla Williams. 
“The decision-making is fast, because 
you have to see where the set is, where 
you are positionally, and you have to 
see the court as well. It’s split-second 
to decide.”

Each of the five seniors tasked with 
helping lead a young program — out 
of the program’s 31 players, 23 are 
freshmen or sophomores — has taken 
it upon themselves to rise to that 
challenge and integrate all four classes 

together into one unit.
“We’ve had a lot of positivity just 

supporting the younger girls, teaching 
them how to be a part of Severna Park 
volleyball,” said senior libero Anna-
belle Mora. We’ve passed down a lot 
of traditions and we’ll keep passing 
those along.”

The seniors are enjoying their last 
season to don Severna Park blue on 
the volleyball court, but they aren’t 
planning their goodbye speeches just 
yet. There’s too much still to do, and 
too many things still to focus on for 
their own benefit, and that of their 
teammates.

“We’re just thinking about what’s 
to come and not how fast it’s going to 
end or it’s going to be over before we 
know it. I feel like we’re pretty in the 
moment and trying to enjoy it while 
we can,” said senior outside hitter 
Perry Stevenson. “I feel like the 
more my teammates see out of me, the 
more drive they see I have, the more 
work they’re willing to put in. It’s 
contagious, the feeling that you want 
to work hard and be the best (you can 
be) on the court.”

Severna Park moved down to 3A 
this season, along with several other 
quality programs that combine to cre-
ate a gauntlet-style path on the way to 
the region and state tournaments.

Despite the youthfulness of the 
overall roster, the Falcons are bullish 
on their long-term chances.

“You’re talking about volleyball 
players, you’re talking about expe-

rience and volleyball IQ, so it’s not 
like because someone’s older they’re 
better,” said Severna Park coach Tim 
Dunbar. “They have a learning curve 
they have to go through, but there’s 
some players with a lot of experience.

“(The seniors) all have so much ex-
perience both in terms of playing club 
ball, and for two of them, this is their 
fourth year on varsity, and two others, 
this is their third year. They have a lot 
of game experience on what goes on at 
high school as opposed to club or rec. 
It’s a different thing and concept that 
you’re playing with kids you’re in class 
with all the time. They’re unified in 
that way.”

Two of those talented but young 
players are at setter, arguably the 
most important position on the court. 
The skill is there, and the seniors have 
taken it to heart that they need to 
help those setters get comfortable and 
confident quickly.

“It makes me more motivated to 
hold myself accountable and be the 
best I can be to help my setter out,” 
said senior defensive specialist Char-
lotte Marriner.

Fighting for each other is a common 
theme for this year’s volleyball team. 
The biggest thing for Severna Park 
this season is keeping confidence high 
while the team grows together.

So far, spirits are high, and opti-
mism is even higher.

“We just have fun,” said senior right-
side hitter Jackie Ball. “The more fun 
you have, the better you play.”

By David Bashore

M ore than any other sport, 
the game of volleyball is 
one that thrives on emotion 

and momentum.
But that doesn’t mean there ar-

en’t machinations at work behind 
the scenes.

That’s where the Broadneck volley-
ball team is going to work in 2023, 
building mantras and mechanisms 
upon a strong team culture so that 
they might be at their best when 
championship season rolls around.

The Bruins are replacing players 
in key positions, most notably four-
year starting setter Maddy Stewart. 
This year’s squad skews younger, but 
there’s a balance of mentoring and 
care off the court and egalitarianism 
on it. Simply put, if you’re on the team, 
you can ball.

“Our freshmen came in and it feels 
like they’ve been in the program 
forever,” said senior outside hitter 
Brin Chesnut, a move-in transfer 
from Georgia and one of the team’s 
captains. “Our chemistry really flows, 
and nobody sees anyone based on a 
higher or lower grade. If you’re here, 
you can play.”

Of Broadneck’s 16 players, just more 
than half are freshmen or sophomores. 
The older players have taken it upon 
themselves to make sure the newer 
players to the program are adjusting 
well to the high school experience, and 
that’s led to greater camaraderie on 
the court.

We feel like a family already; some-
times it takes a little bit to develop 
that, but we’re doing really well with 
that,” said senior attacker Casey 
Gish. “The freshmen have been really 
good at coming to us if we have any 
questions, and the seniors have been 
really open to those questions. And if 
we see each other in the hallway, we 
make sure to say hi and see how things 
are going.”

Viewing their fellow players as 
equal peers, whether younger or older, 
has brought togetherness on and off 
the court. That has also allowed the 
team to focus on bringing a decisive 
mentality to a game fraught with ups 
and downs over three to five emo-
tion-laden sets.

“No one ever feels like they’re 
younger on this team. We all feel like 

equals,” said sophomore outside hitter 
Kennedy Smith, who also played 
varsity as a freshman. “The second 
we enter this gym, everything that 
happened that day is left at the door. 
Even though we’re all in different 
grade levels, when we come into this 
gym, we are all the same, here to have 
a good practice.

“That gives you that mentality for 
the whole day, and we’re so close that if 
someone has a bad day, we all come to-
gether and help them forget about it.”

The aim for Broadneck is to combine 
the fun parts of volleyball — togeth-
erness, emotion, intensity — with the 
mechanics — technique, precision, and 
ruthless focus — to be in position to 
compete again for the county champi-
onship and make a return to the state 
tournament, where the Bruins reached 
the final in 2019.

Though they will play the county 
schools as in every regular season, 
Broadneck’s postseason path looks 
different from years past. The 4A East 
Region II has just one other county 
school aside from the Bruins: Annap-
olis. North Point, Bowie, Suitland and 
familiar foe Leonardtown round out 
the region, while Arundel, Severna 
Park and South River have all dropped 
to 3A for the 2023 season.

It will create a different kind of 
challenge for the Bruins, but one they 
think they’re ready to tackle.

“Looking at the team we have this 
year, we feel like we have a chance to 
do well,” Gish said. “Our communica-
tion is fantastic and our encourage-
ment on and off the court is good. It’s 
hard to tell with only two scrimmages, 
but we work well together, and we 
looked cohesive.”

With regular season matches start-
ing this week, it won’t take long to test 
the foundation of the team’s optimism. 
For now, it’s a matter of next moment, 
next point, next set, next match.

“I think we do a really good job of, if 
we make a mistake, not dwelling on it 
and we’re on to the next point. We’re 
good at siding out and not giving up 
many long service runs,” Chesnut said. 
“We really just go day by day and focus 
on the match that we have to play, and 
not really even who we’re playing. We 
want to just focus on our side of the 
court and not really worry about any 
other outside things.”

Broadneck Volleyball 
Eyeing Postseason Success

Falcon Volleyball Angling To Beat Out Tough 3A Field

THIS IS AUTUMN. AUTUMN 
IS A BARISTA. AUTUMN IS 
LOOKING FORWARD TO AUTUMN, 
AND IS SUPER PROUD OF THE 
DRINKS AUTUMN CAME UP 
WITH FOR AUTUMN:

Find us on

NUTTY PUMPKIN 
LATTE Pumpkin Sauce & 

Butter Pecan Syrup

Pumpkin Spice Drip Coffee available EVERY DAY in 
addition to our regular rotating Flavors!

THE BIG BEAN IS AT: 558 B & A BLVD., SEVERNA PARK &
888 BESTGATE RD., ANNAPOLIS

MAPLE HONEY 
LATTE Maple Flavored 

Syrup & Honey

AUTUMN SPICE 
LATTE

FRUITY FROZEN 
LEMONADE

Pumpkin Sauce, 
Cinnamon & 
Gingerbread Syrups

Frozen Lemonade with 
choice of fruit added
(For those still holding 
on to summer)
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NICOLE T. LIVINGSTON, ESQ.

Estate Planning

Elder Law

Special Needs 
Planning

Tax Planning

Wealth  
Preservation

Not sure where to start with Estate Planning?
Working with Nicole, you can be assured you will have comprehensive, well-
drafted documents that will protect your family and your legacy. Educating 
her clients on diverse topics of estate planning and elder law while providing 
compassionate advice has made Nicole a well-known estate planning attorney 
in our community. Seeking out her service is a decision you will not regret and 

will provide peace of mind to you and your family. 
Call or email for a complimentary virtual or in-person initial consultation. 

Council Baradel o�ers free parking at their o�ice.

Livingston@CouncilBaradel.com   |   410-268-6600
125 West Street, 4th Floor, Annapolis, MD 21401

FREE Registration
(A $40 value)

Bring in coupon or mention this ad when you register. Expires October 31, 2023.
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The Green Hornets U11 
team won the State 

Shield final, 30-22, against the 
Andover Apaches. Their come-
from-behind victory was capped 
by two tries in the final minutes 
from captain Kieran Gibson. 
After being eliminated from the 
championship final on points 
difference, the team brought 
home the silverware in a back-
and-forth game.

U11s had a state classic tourna-
ment team that narrowly missed 
out on the playoffs. Having gone 
1-1 in the team’s opening two 

matches, the squad lost out in the 
final minutes of their final game 
against the Apaches.

“I am so proud,” coach Andrew 
Hollway said. “They showed a lot 
of heart and never gave up.”

The team of Rachel Werner, 
Elliot Clark, Delaney Holl-
way, Wes Kamas, Alex Ward, 
Colton Maccallair and Anna 
Nelson showcased skills and 
tactical awareness to make it a 
close game. Graham Fretwell 
and Catherine Cox missed the 
tournament but plan to be back 
next year.

While there was no state champion-
ship at the U7 level, the team won 

most of their games, with coaches noting 
their squad’s energy and enthusiasm as keys 
to their success. Coached by Eric Dapkus, 
Derek Chell and Allen Murphy, the team 
consisted of Sophie Donze-Sanchez, 

Maxwell Jerdonek, Austen Dumond, 
Julia Nelson, Samuel Nelson, Bren-
dan Burghardt, Theodore Chell, Miles 
Fretwell, Jack Morgan, Daniel Murphy, 
Benjamin Davis, Max Lester, Lennon 
Naylor, Lochlan Dapkus, Max Letteney 
and Jasper Graham.

The highlight for Green 
Hornets rugby was the U9 

team, which won the 2023 Mary-
land state championship. The team 
went undefeated in three standard 
pool and two championship games.

Gibson congratulated coach 
Emma Naylor, coach Andy 
Naylor, Charlotte Gibson, Eli 
Letteney, Killian Glasgow, 
Ryder Carleton, Lucas Aquino, 
Audrey Clark, Leah Nelson, 
Elliott Naylor, Georgia McGrail, 
Amelia “Millie” Davis, Carter 
Herring, Hudson Merriman, 
Daniel Morgan, Ronan Dapkus 

and Luca Coffman.
The Green Hornets rugby 

program had its share of chal-
lenges during the training season. 
Wildfires, air quality and intense 
heat contributed to a brutal 
training season, but coaches said 
that everyone gave their all during 
practice. Leading up to the season, 
Nate Curry, Harry Graham and 
Mabry Stevenson trained with 
the team and regular season but 
could not make it to the tourna-
ment. Coaches Dan Morgan and 
Mat Merriman kept the team’s 
focus during practices and games.

G reen Hornets rugby hosted the Maryland Youth Rugby 
Festival at the end of July. Fourteen rugby clubs 
participated and produced 73 teams across all age groups.

Youth Rugby Recap

U7

These teams had success during 
the season but both groups 

came up short in the final push for state titles. Led by 
coaches Kurt Prager, Adam Rosenberger and Sean 
Martin, both teams showed moments of brilliance 
during the regular season.

“We put ourselves in a position to win the state tour-
nament, but we were outnumbered on the final day, 
and with the summer heat, we simply ran out of steam 
in the end,” Rosenberger said.

Prager added, “So much was asked of our players, 
and we had a lot of 13-year-olds playing up on the 16s to 
help give us a shot.”

Martin emphasized that in his final season coaching, 
he could not have been prouder of the effort.

“We had a mix of new players and veterans,” he said. 
“We learned so much about the sport and how it is 
played. We practiced so hard, and we finished with our 
heads high. As coaches, we hope that we have given 
these young men and women a foundation to build 
upon … we hope some of these kids will one day play in 
college because of the things they learned as part of the 
Green Hornets.”

The U13 team featured Ellie Hollway, Noah La-
grossa, Jeffrey Landis, Heath Gardner, Dorsey 
Berlin, Stuart Werner, Landan Wieciech, Avi-
ana Epperson, Ryan Gallicchio, Zachary Nield, 
Gavin Prager, Lila Posey, William Gibson, Lincoln 
Latchaw, Elly Davis, Jacob Frost, Owen Tong-Hol-
comb, Vaiosina Aetonu, Evan Williamson, Jack 
Becker, Isla Clark and Madilyn Stevenson.

For the U16 team, members included Bailey Benyo, 
AJ Harmse, Chase Martin, Alejandro Almodo-
var-Vives, Aiden Prager, Grayson Robinson, Lucy 
Davis, Coleman Eaton and Michael Cooney.

U13 & U16

U9

U11

“As a lifelong rugby fan, to see hundreds of children, 
volunteers and parents show up for this event is awe-
inspiring. We are very grateful to Josh Banks and his team 
at Kinder Farm Park for enabling this festival to happen.”

 — Kevin Gibson, Green Hornets Rugby Commissioner
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By David Bashore

W ith a new voice at the lead and 
a bundle of youthful energy in 
tow, Broadneck’s cross country 

team is hoping for better things in 2023.
The Bruin boys finished seventh last 

season at the state meet, while the girls 
finished 12th. They return a good amount 
of talent from both sides and are benefit-
ing from some crossover training from 
the track and field world.

Longtime head coach Brianna Bostic 
ceded the reins to the cross-country pro-
gram over the summer and was replaced 
by Ackeem Forde, who was a college and 
professional sprinter and also compet-
ed for the Barbados national track and 
field team.

Forde has brought a lot of his track and 
field work to the cross-country sphere, 
which has given the Broadneck athletes 
more fundamental work to supplement 
the adage of, “The only way to run faster 
is to run faster.” That results in a greater 
attention to core work and form work 
to enhance running capabilities that 
should also improve over the course of 
repetitions.

“A common perception that a lot of 
athletes have is that they think core work 
is mostly catered for track and field, when 
in fact core work can benefit anybody,” 
Forde said. “We have a lot of issues with 
muscle imbalances, and so we’re starting 
at the core to address the central issues. 
It’s all about efficiency at the end of the 
day. Efficiency is very important. When 
you’re running up and down the hills, 
in the woods, wherever the case may be, 
someone without a strong core is moving 
all over the place while someone with a 
strong core is just moving forward. Even 
if you do nothing else, if you strengthen 
your efficiency, you can improve your 
times with everything else staying 
constant.”

The approach, though maybe unortho-
dox to some, is paying dividends already.

Senior Fox Larson, who finished 20th 
at last year’s state meet and is also a dis-
tance runner for the track and field team, 
expects to lead the boys team to greater 
success this season. Larson pointed to 
the hard yards they are plowing now and 
anticipates reaping the rewards at the 
business end of the season.

“We started out here really struggling 
with a basic core drill — none of us could 
do it, it hurt, and we were all suffering, 
but in two weeks we’re already a substan-
tially better team in that respect,” Larson 
said. “This is an endurance of the mind 
training, preparing your mind for the 
pain. You’re going to be uncomfortable at 
points during the race, so we’re preparing 
to enter that zone of being uncomfort-

able. There’s a lot of the work you’ve put 
in, but there’s a lot of mental strength 
that’s required as well.”

The Broadneck girls have a young squad 
and young leaders — some even though 
they’re not seniors.

Like many things related to the 
cross-country program, it’s a new feeling, 
but one they are trying to embrace.

“It’s definitely really scary to know 
how to lead people, even when there are 
seniors on the team, I’m inclined to let 
them lead,” said sophomore Jeannette 
Manseau. “I think it helps that I’m really 
good friends with all the girls on the 
team, and we know how to motivate each 
other. There’s still the general feeling of 
excitement, happiness and pride to be 
here. But it’s different with new leader-
ship, with a new outlook on things. Coach 
Forde brings a new level of intensity, but 
it’s accompanied with humor. I think it’s a 
really good balance.”

Forde lauded his charges for their 
discipline, their self-starting to get the 
work done, and their willingness to do 
above and beyond what they’re being 
asked to do.

The thought is those things will help 
knit together a solid team of solid people, 
ready to do some solid things at the 4A 
level come championship time.

“A lot of coaches look to everybody else 
and try to push their athletes to get there, 
but I’m looking at each kid individually,” 
Forde said. “I’m looking to fix what we can 
and focus on building each individual ath-
lete, and with that, they’ll run personal 
bests individually, and if you get them to 
do that together as a team, you can com-
pete. If all the individuals can do that, we 
add it all up at the end, we can compete 
with those teams.”

Larson strives for the entire team to 
improve holistically.

“I want us to have fun together,” Larson 
said. “I want us to become better runners, 
better people, better leaders, and we’re 
going to see what happens. I love that end 
of the season where you’ve been putting 
in all that work, and you try to win all 
those last races.”

Meet with our attorneys by phone, Zoom or in-person.

Your lawyer and 
neighbor for all your 
family law, accident, 

personal injury and 
estate planning needs.

DiggsLaw gives you 
personal connection and 

professional expertise 
you can count on.

Call today for an appointment! 
8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 302 · Millersville, MD 21108

Email: info@diggslaw.com
O: 410-244-1189 F: 443-543-6360 

Website: www.diggslaw.com

Named To The

2022 Family 
Law Power List

Miscues Plague Severna Park
pass from Isaac Graves, while 
Colin Heffernan booted a 37-yard 
field goal.

Not much broke right for the 
Falcons over the course of the 
game. There was the intercep-
tion-turned-touchdown on the 
opening drive, five Meade scoring 

plays of 39 yards or longer, and two 
back-breaking Falcon penalties: one 
a roughing the punter at the Meade 
10-yard line, the other a bang-bang 
pass interference call that nullified an 
interception. Meade scored touch-
downs on both second chances.

Severna Park will look to bounce 
back against South River next week.

»» Continued from page 20

T he Falcons finished 11-7 last 
season, battling eventual 
state champion Broadneck 

in a Class 4A playoff quarterfinal 
loss, 3-1. Severna Park will have to 
overcome big losses to contend this 
fall. Gone are leaders Meredith 
Schepens, Charley Kramer, Ava 
Drexler-Amey and Maddie Evans.

SP Field Hockey

Bruin Cross Country Team Using 
Fresh State To Kickstart Season
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Welcome to
Breakfast, Lunch
and Dinner

Open 7 days a week our
restrauant is a local favorite
offering fresh ingredients,
creative menu, and family friendly.

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 7am - 9pm • Sunday 7am - 8pm

553 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD | 410-544-0499

garrysgrill.com

Catering
We strive to provide easy planning, 

excellent service, beautiful 
presentation, and the best quality 

food. Our experienced catering 
staff will assist you in creating

a custom menu and propsal.

Outdoor Seating, Curbside, 
Delivery and more...

Where friends meet
and locals eat!

We have expanded our outside 
seating area. Play corn hole 
and kids games and listen to 
music on the weekends.

Our curbside pick up is no 
contact and we deliver! 
Online ordering and custom 
catering are also available.

Visit our website or give us a call 
to book your rental today.

SouthRiverBoatRentals.com
410-956-9729

Chesapeake Bay’s Premier Power Boat Rentals & Charters

Power Boats,
Pontoons and

Luxury Charters

30+ Years Serving Chesapeake Bay Boaters

to it. It just clicked last year. We can look 
back and see why we were successful, and 
we can pull it forward, and that’s how 
we play. We were complimented by a lot 
of people in the field hockey world about 
the way we play, and we drill that into the 
team about how we want to play.”

The standard of play extends to ev-
erything the Bruins do. When it’s time 
for fun, Hanratty said, they can pull 
pranks and pal around with the best of 
them. When it’s time to work, though, 
they want to ensure nobody out there 
works harder.

That includes outworking each other 
through competition weeks, where the 
team splits into two and tries to outdo 
the other, in an effort to lift everyone’s 
game toward the ever-rising standard.

“It keeps us competitive, but we really 
bond as well,” said junior forward Kate-
lyn Kearns. “We want to beat the other 
side, but we’re still having fun together.”

A large junior class has Broadneck 
thinking about big things in the next 
few years, but the Bruins are worried 

about the day-to-day, making sure they’re 
chasing perfection and catching success 
along the way.

“We don’t want to go under what we’ve 
already met, whether passing, intensity 
— we just want to keep building higher 
and higher to become even better,” said 
senior midfielder Mady Quigley. “They 
know us and what we accomplished last 
year, so they’re always going to try to 
meet us and beat us, so we have to stay 
grounded.”

While they enjoy playing quality oppo-
nents like Severna Park and Crofton, the 
Bruins are dialed in on themselves ahead 
of the new season, because they believe 
that’s the best way to test strength 
on strength.

“Both of those games are exciting, 
and they’re great competition and great 
for the community, but it’s really about 
playing your game,” Hanratty said. “If we 
bring our best, and we know that every-
one else is bringing their best against us, 
then it really is a true battle of who is the 
best in that moment, and that’s where 
our heads are at.”

»» Continued from page 20

BHS Field Hockey Determined

By David Bashore

R egardless of classification, the 
expectation for cross country 
at Severna Park High School 

is sky high.
That’s for good reason: the Falcons 

have been historically successful, and 
last year they claimed both boys and girls 
team championships, the fifth in a row 
for the boys.

Heading into a season at the 3A level, 
Severna Park is building on the boys side 
and loading up on the girls side, as the 
teams seek to end the 2023 season in a 
familiar spot: the state meet, running 
as a team.

“We have a pretty young team on both 
sides, so we’re just looking to get better 
every day and see where we’re at come 
championship time,” said veteran Severna 
Park coach Josh Alcombright. “The girls 
are pretty experienced, but young. The 
boys are, I wouldn’t say rebuilding, but 
we’re a work in progress at the moment. 
It’s always a good challenge to see how we 
can develop the team from year to year.”

The Falcons’ boys team graduated most 
of its top-end talent from last season, 
and the younger returning athletes are 
looking to keep the standard up.

That has resulted in a lot of team-build-
ing through long training runs and 
other exercises designed to knit the team 
together and push each other faster.

“It’s all thinking about how we’re going 
to do well at the end if we put in the work 
now to be successful in October,” said ju-
nior Dylan Newhard. “The hardest part 
is just putting in the work, because you 
don’t want to all the time, but you know 
you have to do it to be successful. It can be 
very mentally challenging, but it’s some-
thing that you just have to work through. 
After the first couple of meets, you can 
gauge how mentally strong you are and 
then you can help your friends continue 
to push harder and get better.”

The Falcon girls are strong on paper 

already, even though they are similarly 
young. They graduated just one of their 
scoring runners from the state meet, but 
that doesn’t mean the other six have spots 
set in stone.

The Severna Park stable runs deep on 
the girls side, and that provides a chal-
lenge the racers are already relishing.

“It’s honestly just exciting being in the 
workouts and seeing how close everyone 
is,” said junior Rebecca Jimeno, who 
finished 23rd at the state meet last year. 
“Everyone’s running so much faster and 
it makes us work harder, seeing what 
we did last year and seeing that we can 
do it again.

“The competition is very tough. There’s 
a lot of girls that can be in that spot. We 
don’t take it personally, though, because 
we really want everyone else to succeed. 
I think that helps us because we aren’t 
fighting each other; we are just working 
hard for those spots for the team. If you 
have everyone working for that spot, 
everyone’s getting faster and that makes 
us all better.”

A couple of key races on the calendar 
are the Great American race in North 
Carolina, which Jimeno mentioned as a 
measuring stick at a “really fun” meet, as 
well as running at the Bull Run Invi-
tational, which also doubles as a state 
preview meet.

Regardless of the meet, the current 
Falcon runners have it in their minds to 
reach into the past and work through the 
present in order to be where they want to 
be in the future.

“I’ve been friends with the people that 
have graduated and I feel like we need 
to keep their legacy going; they worked 
so hard for this team, so we need to 
do the same,” Jimeno said. “Ever since 
coach Alcombright came to be the coach, 
we’ve always talked about being a chain. 
When you graduate, you get a chain link. 
Everyone’s always part of this team, and 
everyone’s always working for you.”

Severna Park Runners Gear Up 
To Defend Cross Country Titles
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VCA CALVERT VETERINARY CENTER
“Your Other Family Doctor”

4100 Mountain Road | Pasadena, MD 21122 | 410-360-PAWS (7297)
(across from Lake Shore Plaza)

Hours of Operation:  Monday–Friday, 7:30a.m. – 7:30p.m.  |  Saturday, 8:00a.m. – 1:00p.m.

Check out our website today! vcahospitals.com/calvert

Nose to Tail Health Care

VCACareClub.com

Included in Standard Plan:
• Unlimited Exams
• All 1 Year Vaccines
• 1 Fecal Test
• Comprehensive Labwork
• Microchip and Membership

What You
Need,

When You
Need It!

NEW PATIENTS BEING ACCEPTED
 Ultrasound
 Digital X-ray

 In-house laboratory
 Therapy laser

 Laser surgery
 Pharmacy on-site

 Exotic
     pets 

Now offering puppy classes, call to register.

Grow 
your career
with us

...

Working at a Chick-fil-A® restaurant is more 
than a job. It’s an opportunity to grow your 

career alongside a caring team — a team that will 
motivate, challenge and invest in you daily.

At our Chick-fil-A restaurant, we provide 
a scholarship program, mentorship 
opportunities and family culture.

Become a Team Member today.

Apply today at spcfa.com
  © 2023 CFA Properties, Inc. All trademarks shown are the property of CFA Properties, Inc.

511 Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park, MD 410-647-6232www.SPCFA.com

Severna Park

Our patients say it best:

" I appreciated the pleasant atmosphere and the expertise and professionalism of 

everyone I came in contact with. Everything was as close to  perfect  as it could be." 

                    - Era P.

 www.RutzenEye.com         410-975-0090 

SPV half page color Sep 2022.indd   1 8/22/22   5:46 AM

2023

Celebrating 30 years

In 2023, Dr. Allan Rutzen is celebrating 30 years of 
providing exceptional ophthalmology eye care to his 
patients. Eye care you can trust! Call us today!

Conveniently located in the Severna Park Market Center

www.RutzenEye.com     410-975-0090

Winner 2014, 2019
Runner Up 2013, 2015, 2017, 2018, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023
Thank you to those who voted for 
us for Best Eye Care Ophthalmologist
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By Lauren Cowin

E ight-year-old Nick Hoover shouldn’t have any 
trouble answering the question, “What’s the 
most interesting thing you did this summer?”

The Oak Hill Elementary third-grader was selected as 
a Chick-fil-A kid correspondent, and filmed a commer-
cial at the Fox45 studio in Baltimore in July.

“I told one of my friends, and he didn’t believe it,” 
Nick said.

But he has the pictures, and soon, the airtime, 
to prove it.

In May, Nick’s mom, Jennifer Hoover, signed him up 
for the contest after her mother saw an advertisement 
for it while watching “Judge Judy.”

“Nick’s very outgoing,” Hoover said of her son, 
who readily agreed to her sending an application on 
his behalf.

The contest spanned 10 Maryland counties in the 
greater Baltimore area. Twenty applicants were ran-
domly selected to come in for an in-person audition.

Much to his family’s surprise, Hoover said, Nick was 
one of them.

The next hurdle was the audition: Nick had to deliver 
a report at the Fox45 news desk for a panel of judges 
from the television station and Chick-fil-A. His topic 
was why he would be the best kid correspondent, citing 
his affinity for the company’s milkshakes and nuggets.

His report must have been convincing, because 
Nick was selected as one of the 12 Chick-fil-A kid 

correspondents.
For his commercial, Nick had to memorize a 12-sec-

ond script about the importance of recycling.
“My mom made me do it every single day, even 

though I didn’t want to,” Nick recalled of the days lead-
ing up to the taping.

But practice makes perfect, and before the big day, he 
was a willing student.

“By the end, he was practicing a lot on his own,” 
Hoover said.

Nick returned to the Fox45 studio to film his com-
mercial in front of a green screen.

“It was just me talking, in a suit,” Nick said of the 
experience.

While at the station, he and his co-correspondents 
had the opportunity to watch a taping of “Bmore Life-
style,” and meet some of the on-air personalities.

In addition to his television spot, Nick was gifted 
a couple of Chick-fil-A cow stuffies, a sweatshirt and 
several free sandwiches.

Nick likes to play video games and football in his free 
time. He would like to be a professional football player 
when he grows up, a route that could afford him the 
ability to blend his interest in the sport and television.

“If you are an NFL player, if you’re popular enough, 
you can get on TV,” Nick said, citing Kansas City Chiefs 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes as an example.

Nick’s commercial is expected to run during the 
morning news on Fox45 this fall.

Oak Hill Elementary Student Stars In Commercial
Representing Chick-fil-A, Nick Hoover recently 

filmed a public service announcement on recycling.

Nick’s Script
Care for our environment by recycling! 

Recycling means less waste, less litter and 
a more beautiful community.

Be an environment educator to others 
and care for our community.

Photo courtesy of Adam Slote/PhotoDlux

The Severna Park High School marching band is excited for the fall season, which will include a battle-of-the-bands-style event called Marching in the Park. The 
community is welcome to attend the day-long event, which will be held at the school’s football stadium and feature more than 20 high school marching bands.

Falcon Marching Band Prepares For Season
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By Roman Hardgrave
Founder, Acton Academy Annapolis

R emember those carefree days of 
our youth when some of us roamed 
the neighborhood until the street-

lights came on? Memories of running 
wild are dear to many of us, yet we often 
underestimate how much this freedom 
shaped our character.

We’re seeing our young people face 
rising levels of anxiety, depression and 
loneliness. While some people point to 
technology and social media as part of the 
problem, the decline in free play also plays 
a major role.

Children today have far less time to 
play and roam wild. The length of the 
academic year has expanded by five weeks 
between 1950 and 2010. Children today 
spend considerably more hours in class-
rooms and on homework — a 2004 study 
by the University of Michigan estimated 
an increase of 11.4 hours weekly over 
three decades. Playtime during recess is 
dwindling, if not disappearing altogether 
in many schools. Moreover, extracur-
ricular pursuits like sports are more 
time-consuming and rigorous than in the 
past. Consequently, many of today’s youth 
spend significantly more time under adult 
supervision than perhaps we did.

So what’s the problem? Additional 
time spent on academics or sports should 
improve performance, right? But at 
what cost?

The developmental 
benefits of free play

Having the liberty to wander and en-
gage in imaginative play presents several 
developmental benefits:

Imagination and creativity: Rescue 
mission? Zombie outbreak? Running 
a pretend cafe? That’s just one good 
afternoon! Free play fosters imagination 
and creativity through children inventing 
narratives and scenarios without strict 
guidelines or predefined outcomes.

Social skills: Watch a group of 
children playing and you’ll notice they 
spend a lot of time negotiating the rules. 
This is how they acquire essential skills 
in communication, dispute resolution 
and empathy.

Executive functioning and self-reli-
ance: Unstructured play exposes children 
to unexpected situations, helping them 
develop flexibility and adaptability. Chil-
dren learn skills like planning, organizing 

and problem-solving, while also improv-
ing emotional regulation and indepen-
dent decision-making.

Risk-taking and courage: Climbing 
a tree can be a scary experience. How-
ever, these experiences habituate and 
desensitize children to risks and failure, 
making them more resilient in the future. 
Research also shows that being apart 
from mom and dad decreases separation 
anxiety as they get older.

Physical well-being and confi-
dence: Part of why young animals play 
is to develop physical skills and coordi-
nation. We’re no different. Overcoming 
physical challenges, like conquering the 
monkey bars, provides a major boost to 
self-confidence.

Ever been frustrated by some young 
adults lacking the ability to manage 
themselves and execute? It’s no surprise 
when you consider the limited freedom 
some have had to mature. For most 
of their lives, some youths have been 
accustomed to adults directing their every 
move. So how can we expect those that 
fall into that category to magically switch 
into adult mode?

What about the risks, 
like kidnappers?

Statistics reveal that risks have general-
ly been on the decline. “Free Range Kids” 
is a book by Lenore Skenazy that states 
the risk is slim.

“The chances of any one American child 
being kidnapped and killed by a stranger 
are almost infinitesimally small: .00007 
percent,” Skenazy wrote. 

British author Warwick Cairns wrote in 
his book, “How to Live Dangerously,” that 
if you wanted your child to be kidnapped 
and held overnight by a stranger, you 
would have to keep the child outside, 
unattended, for about 750,000 years for it 
to be statistically likely to happen.

How to bring back free play
Online resources like the “3 Keys to 

Balancing Safety & Risk in Parenting” 
provide an overview of how to get started 
with some simple steps.

The Let Grow Project provides resources 
for integrating more free play into schools 
or creating a play club outside of school. 
Speak with neighbors to help build a sup-
portive community that fosters a sense of 
collective responsibility.

By John O’Callaghan
Certified Financial Planner

W ith each passing summer, the 
countdown to the start of 
college draws nearer, bringing 

with it the formidable challenge of 
financing higher education.

The escalation of college expenses 
has been nothing short of meteoric 
over the past few decades, and this 
upward trajectory shows no signs of 
abating. According to projections by 
the U.S. Department of Education, the 
cumulative cost of a four-year degree 
is estimated to exceed $205,000 by 
the year 2030. The average annual cost 
of public colleges has increased 6.5% 
each year over the last decade, vastly 
outpacing the general rate of inflation 
and wage growth over that same time 
period. Put simply, it’s getting harder 
to pay the price tag for college.

This prevailing trend underscores 
the urgency of establishing a ro-
bust savings strategy for your chil-
dren today.

How Does The Maryland 
529 Plan Work
The Maryland 529 plan requires a 

minimum $25 investment, and the to-
tal maximum amount you can contrib-
ute to a Maryland 529 plan is $500,000 
per beneficiary. The plan allows you to 
choose from a broad range of invest-
ment options, and as the investments 
grow, hopefully, you pay no taxes on 
any of the growth.

When you sell your investments and 
take money out of the Maryland 529 
plan to pay for qualifying educational 
expenses for the beneficiary, both your 
contributions and all the earnings 
come out tax-free. Qualified educa-

tional expenses include tuition, fees, 
room and board, books, course-specific 
fees and supplies.

Funds from the account are versatile 
and accepted at nearly any accredited 
college or university in the country for 
undergraduate or graduate education. 
A noteworthy feature allows for up to 
$10,000 per year, per beneficiary, to be 
used toward tuition at kindergarten 
through grade 12 public, private or 
religious schools. The money in your 
account can also be used for appren-
ticeship programs registered with the 
U.S. Department of Labor or for the re-
payment of qualified education loans.

Tax Benefits Offered By 
The Maryland 529 Plan

If a taxpayer contributes to a Mary-
land 529 plan, a portion of the contri-
bution can be subtracted from their 
income on their Maryland tax return.

Contributions up to $2,500 annually, 
per beneficiary, are eligible for a Mary-
land state income tax deduction for 
those filing a single return; and $5,000 
per year, per beneficiary, for those filing 
a joint return. Excess contributions can 
be deducted for up to the next 10 years.

For example, if you have three 
children, and you and your spouse 
each contribute $2,500 to all three 529 
accounts in a calendar year, you’ll get a 
$15,000 state income tax deduction.

The tax deduction serves as the icing 
on the cake, complementing the array 
of advantages offered by the Mary-
land 529 plan.

For more information on benefits and 
features associated with the Maryland 529 
plan, John O’Callaghan can be reached at 
john@impactfinanciallifeplanning.com.

A s kids across Maryland prepare 
to head back to school, Annap-
olis Town Center will host an 

event to teach them how to stand up 
to bullies.

On September 30 from 9:00am–
10:00am, the town center will host a 
kids self-defense class to help children 
develop confidence, discipline, char-
acter, focus and respect. The seminar 
is taught in partnership with East 
Coast Martial Arts and will teach the 
nationally renowned program Gracie 
Bullyproof.

Gracie Bullyproof is a kids jiu-jitsu 
program that teaches children the 
specific circumstances in which they 
can use self-defense techniques. The 
program focuses on teaching the 
five “rules of engagement” to ensure 
children understand responsible use of 
their skills.

“We understand that bullying can be 

a serious issue for kids, and we want to 
provide a safe and empowering envi-
ronment where they can learn how 
to protect themselves,” said Tommy 
Lee, owner of East Coast Martial Arts. 
“We’re excited to partner with Annap-
olis Town Center to offer this class and 
equip kids with skills and boost their 
self-confidence.”

The seminar will be held in the East 
Green Village and is open to kids ages 
5-8. Parents are encouraged to attend 
with their children. Registration 
is required and can be done on the 
eventbrite website. Tickets are $5, and 
all proceeds will go to the Blue Rib-
bon Project.

This informative and interactive class 
will teach kids how to avoid dangerous 
situations, control their emotions and 
build self-esteem. The class will run for 
approximately one hour, and attendees 
should wear comfortable clothing.

How Free Play Creates 
Resilient Children

East Coast Martial Arts To 
Host Kids Self-Defense Class 

At Annapolis Town Center

Building A Strong Foundation
How The Maryland 529 Plan 

Shapes Educational Opportunities
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ORDER
LEDOPIZZA.COM

SEVERNA PARK 
552 E RITCHIE HWY 

410-544-3344

MILLERSVILLE 
8531 VETERANS HWY 

410-729-3333

$10 OFF
on orders of $35 of more!

Valid only at LEDO Pizza Severna Park & Millersville. Carry out and Dine in. 1 per 
guest. Not valid with other offers or promotions. Expires September 30, 2023.

4 year old Pre School through Grade 8
Contact Lynne Fish at LFish@StJohnSP.org

for more information.
410-647-2283  |  www.stjohnspschool.org

Severna Park, MD
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence2008

Academic Excellence in the
Catholic Tradition Since 1959

Faith  •  Family  •  academics

Inquire Today!

410-544-0072
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203, Severna Park, MD 21146

www.orthowright.com

2023

Best Orthodontic Practice
13 Straight Years!

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.
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Nursery School - Child Care - Pre-K - Before & After Care - Summer 

arly
chool

dinboro

Maryland State Department of Education approved
curriculum for Nursery School and Kindergarten

Kindergarten Full Day
(Early Admission Option)

Talented & Gifted Programs

• Childcare Age 2
• Nursery School for Age 3

• Pre-K for Age 4
• Kindergarten for Age 5

• Before & After Care - Thru Age 7

410-544-2476
EdinboroEarlySchool.org

380 Jumpers Hole Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

Limited 
Openings

License #40374

Education Team Allies hopes 
all students and their families 
are enjoying summer.
As we get ready for school later this month, feel free to 
reach out to have a review of your IEP or 504 to ensure it 
is helping in your child’s educational journey.

Contact her today!
info@educationteamallies.com   •   410-793-7060

www.educationteamallies.com
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ARCHBISHOP

SPALDING
HIGH SCHOOL

Open House
Sunday, October 29, 2023

We are One in Christ
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For more information
visit archbishopspalding.org

By Zach Sparks 
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

A t Edinboro Early School, 
Margaret Abed’s peers call 
her the kid whisperer.

“When she has challenging kids, 
she never raises her voice,” said 
Edinboro Early School director 
Suellen Gerbracht. “She’s what we 
call firm but kind.”

Fellow teacher Allison Jacob 
said, “She’s very compassionate 
and cares about children. She is 
very calm in all emergencies.”

Abed asks to teach the children 
with challenging behavior because 
she is passionate about helping 
them discover joy for learning. 
But she enjoys teaching all her 
students and she loves Edinboro 
Early School.

“The parents are wonderful, and 
Edinboro gives teachers leeway in 
how they present the material,” 
Abed said. “I make up my own 
songs, make up my own games.

“Play is learning,” she said. 
“Sitting there only doing papers is 
not what kids should be doing in 
preschool.”

Abed is Edinboro’s longest-ten-
ured teacher. She joined the school 
part-time in 1995 and moved to 
full-time, all after taking a teach-
ing hiatus following the birth of 

her daughter. Before that, she 
worked for Montgomery Child 
Care Association, at the nonprofit’s 
Silver Spring location.

At Edinboro, she got another 
chance to work with preschool stu-
dents, shaping their early devel-
opment. With that age group, she 
witnesses many proud moments.

“We always talk about it ‘click-
ing in,’” she said. “The children 
don’t know the letter A from an 
elephant and then they get it. It’s 
really fulfilling and rewarding 
when a parent says, ‘My child has 
been counting to 20’ or classify-
ing colors or singing ‘God Bless 
America.’”

Language, reading and math are 
important. So is developing the 
physical, social, emotional and 
intellectual growth of each child.

“Making friends and learning 
routines is just as important as 
whether you can count to 20 or 
know the alphabet,” Abed said. 
“When parents say, ‘My child is 
happy coming to school,’ we love to 
hear that because they are starting 
on a lifelong journey of learning.”

To pique kids’ interest in learn-
ing and encourage their curiosity, 
Abed engages them in creative 
projects. For A Native American 
unit, she makes vests. For another 
occasion, she created costumes 
of the characters Anna, Elsa and 
Kristoff from the Disney mov-
ie “Frozen.”

“She is a unique and creative 
seamstress,” Gerbracht said.

Ever since she played with baby 
dolls as a child, Abed knew she 
wanted to be an educator. She 
plans to transition back to a part-
time role soon so she can spend 
more time with her grandchildren, 
but she wants to stay involved at 
Edinboro Early School.

She offered simple advice for 
anyone who wants to join the 
teaching profession.

“Make sure it’s a job you love,” 
Abed said. “If you love it, that 
makes a world of difference.”

Educator Of The Month
Margaret Abed
Edinboro Early 
School

The Educator of the Month is proudly sponsored by Cafe Mezzanotte.

Margaret Abed enjoys seeing 
children grow socially, 
emotionally and intellectually at 
Edinboro Early School.

“Making friends and 
learning routines is just as 
important as whether you 
can count to 20 or know 
the alphabet. When parents 
say, ‘My child is happy 
coming to school,’ we love 
to hear that because they 
are starting on a lifelong 
journey of learning.”

 — Margaret Abed
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Glen Burnie | Crownsville | Linthicum | New Cut | Odenton | Riviera Beach | Severn | Severna Park

1The Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will be 2.99% for the first six months. 2After six months, the APR is a variable rate based on the Wall Street Journal (WSJ) Prime rate (currently 8.50%). Rates, terms 
and conditions are subject to change and may vary based on credit score, qualifications and collateral conditions. Maximum rate is 24%. All loans subject to approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. 
Consult a loan officer for complete details. 3Offer valid only for new HELOC accounts. Customers with existing BofGB HELOC accounts cannot refinance existing HELOC loans at the discounted rate. 

Introductory 
HELOC Rate

LOANS UP TO $250,000
 (for new BofGB HELOC customers 3)

6-month intro rate

variable rate thereafter

• $1500 towards closing costs
• Borrow up to 90% of your home value
• No minimum draw
• 10-year draw with interest only payments
• 10-year repayment period of principal and 
interest following the 10-year draw period

2.99APR1
%

8.50APR2
%

Put Your Home
Equity to Work

Learn More at BofGB.com/HELOC
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410-696-7300 | www.aokitchens.comHours: Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm | Sat 9am to 1pm 741 Generals Hwy Suite 100, Millersville, MD 21108

Overstock!
Monterey 96” Dining 
Table with 6 Chairs!

Save 30%
Free Delivery

Annual Showroom Clearance Sale
Save 30% to 50% 

on

Select Showroom Furniture Displays
Lloyd Flanders  •  Tommy Bahama  •  Telescope  •  Kingsley Bate

Deep Discounts
on

In-Stock Grill Displays 
& Outdoor Kitchen Islands

AMG Muscle Grill
Dual Fuel

50% Off

Voted Best 
Consignment Store

in Severna Park

410.647.1636 
savvyconsignment.com

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd. 
Severna Park, MD 21146
Mon 10-4, Tues-Fri 10-6:30 
Sat 10-5, Sun 10-3

Brand Name Women’s, 
Children, Tweens, 
Maternity, Workout Attire, 
Men’s and Curvy
Furniture, Home Décor, Home 
Furnishings and Cool Clutter
Accepting Home Furnishings/Furniture 
Small items Monday-Friday — Anytime 
Large Furniture process: 
Send a photo via email for item approval. 
Email address: info@savvyconsignment.com 
We’ll be in touch to schedule your delivery.

Comeback
Bucks!
Stop in for details.

Accepting 

FALL
Consignments

2023

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146
410-647-9400

spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com
www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

Visit the
Voice Online

Visit the Severna Park 
Voice website for free, 

unlimited access to great 
photo galleries, local 
sports coverage and 
stories you won’t find 
anywhere else — plus 
web-exclusive content 

featuring the latest news 
in your community!

Severna Park     VoicE
S E R V I N G  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  S I N C E  19 8 1



37September 2023Severna Park voice

Each month, the Severna 
Park Voice poses a question 

to a local class. With kids on 
summer break in August, we 
asked Theater in the Park camp-
ers to answer this question:

If you could play 
any character from 
a musical, movie 
or show, what role 
would you want?
Elphaba in “Wicked” because she 
has a cool personality.

Chloe Bailey, age 13

I want to be Claire from “The Nut-
cracker” because she dances, and I 
like dancing.

Claire Donder, age 8

Rafiki in “The Lion King” because I 
did it for my first play at Broad-
neck Elementary.

Olivia Earley, age 12

The little mermaid because she 
gets to live underwater.

Eloise Jacobs-Ban-Merlin, 
age 8

In “High School Musical,” one 
of the characters sings and 
dances. She says goodbye to her 

best friend.
Liv Knight, age 7

From “Star Wars,” either Rey, Poe 
or Finn. Ray because she knows 
how to move with the force. Poe 

is a really good pilot. Fin because 
he knows everything about the 
dark side.

TJ Krause, age 11

I would be Lady from “Lady and 
the Tramp” because she gets to 
eat pasta.

Dylan Murdock, age 8

Albus Dumbledore. Even though 
he made mistakes, everyone 
makes mistakes, but he learned 
from his and that gave him 
greater wisdom.

McCall Pence, age 10

In “Inside Out,” there is a blue 
character, [Sadness], that is able to 
spy on her family and has the color 
hair I like. I love her personality. 
It’s nice.

Harper Pollard, age 7

I would do Cosette from “Les 
Misérables” because she has a 
pretty voice.
Payton Seagroves, age 11

Gabriella from “High School 
Musical” and Zendaya from 
“The Greatest Showman.” Zen-
daya does trapeze. I would be 
Gabrielle, or Vanessa Hudgens, 
because I like her voice and 
personality.
Ashley Sindler, age 13

If “Tangled” was a stage play, 
definitely Rapunzel. Also, either 
Elsa or Anna from “Frozen.” Elsa 
is blonde like me, obviously, and I 
love her voice and character.
Karly Tufo, age 12

Probably Delia in “Beetlejuice” 
because she has the same 
name as me.
Delia Warner, age 12

Queen Mal from “Descendants” 
because I like to dance.

Charlotte Woodworth, age 8

I would be Alexander Hamilton 
from “Hamilton” because he gets 
to do all the fun stuff and acting, 
and he’s the main character.

Elliott Zapf, age 8

Theater 
In The 
Park

Question 
of the month

The Question of the Month is proudly 
sponsored by Just-in-Time Renovations

Severna Park’s Preferred Home Improvement Contactor

P arenting for a Different World 
is screening the 2018 social 
media documentary “LIKE” and 

holding a panel discussion on the role 
of smartphones and social media in 
our lives on September 26 at 7:00pm at 
Park Books in Severna Park.

This event is appropriate for ages 10 
and up, as well as adults who work or 
interact with youth or families seeking 
to create balance in a digital world.

Parenting for a Different World of-
fers communication and programs on 
improving the coping and help-seeking 
skills of Severna Park’s youth. The 
nonprofit organization has a goal of 
promoting wellness for kids, including 
growing help-seeking skills, build-
ing resiliency and addressing mental 
health concerns.

Doors open at 6:30pm, and event 
organizers expect the film and panel 
discussion with youth mental health 
and social media experts to conclude 
by 8:30pm.

To register for the free event, visit 
tinyurl.com/3r2j589z.

T he Severna Park-based organi-
zation Services from the Heart 
has received a $25,000 grant from 

the Community Foundation of Anne 
Arundel County (CFAAC) to support 
its Backpack Buddies program, provid-
ing nutritious meals to food insecure 

children in Anne Arundel County. The 
award comes from the Fund for Anne 
Arundel, a fund of CFAAC.

Donna Wilson-Johnston, president 
and founder of Services from the Heart, 
said the funds will be used to provide 
weekly food backpacks to 120 children 

at Belle Grove, Eastport and Hilltop ele-
mentary schools in Anne Arundel Coun-
ty during the 2023-2024 school year. 
Each week, participants are provided 
eight healthy meal items, four nutritious 
snacks, two beverages and three pieces 
of fresh fruit. The program also accom-
modates food allergies and cultural 
preferences at the request of parents.

“With the grant money, we can now 
serve 120 participants for the 2023-2024 
school year, 13 more than last year, and 
purchase quality food for participants,” 
Wilson-Johnston said. “In addition, the 
funds will help support our allergy, cul-
tural, and holiday meal bags for Thanks-
giving and Christmas.”

Mary Spencer, CFAAC president and 
CEO, said CFAAC not only helps children 
who are at risk of going hungry over 
the holidays but also during weekends 
throughout the school year.

“It’s CFAAC’s goal that Fund for Anne 
Arundel grants will help nonprofits like 
Services from the Heart continue to 
provide children and families access to 
much-needed physical, mental and be-
havioral health programs in our county,” 
Spencer said.

“LIKE” Screening 
At Park Books

Grant Helps Backpack Buddies

“With the grant money, we can 
now serve 120 participants for 
the 2023-2024 school year, 13 
more than last year, and purchase 
quality food for participants”

 — Donna Wilson-Johnston 
President and Founder of 
Services from the Heart
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V ascular 
disease 
affects 

your cardiovas-
cular system. 
The heart and 
blood vessels 
are essential to 
this system of 
the body. Veins 
and arteries are 
the names of the 
blood vessels 

that move blood to and from the heart. 
They help transport oxygen and import-
ant nutrients to all parts of the body. 
Arteries carry oxygen-rich blood away 
from the heart. Veins bring oxygen-poor 
blood back to the heart. Understand-
ing the difference between veins and 
arteries is important to know how the 
body works.

Difference Between 
Veins and Arteries

One part of the circulatory system in-
volves blood going from the heart to the 
lungs. The lungs are where blood drops 
off carbon dioxide and picks up oxygen 
for the body to use. The second part 
is how blood travels in a closed circuit 
throughout the body. Arteries and veins 
are the blood vessels that transport nu-
trients, while capillaries connect the two.

Arteries: There are two types of 
arteries — elastic and muscular. Elastic 
arteries near the heart widen to allow 
more blood flow. Muscular arteries have 
a smooth layer of muscle that delivers 
blood to tissues. Arteries have thicker 
walls than veins and can handle higher 
blood pressure.

Veins: Veins have thinner and less 
elastic layers than arteries. However, 
they can hold a lot of blood at lower 
pressure. Unlike arteries, veins have 
one-way valves that prevent blood from 
flowing backward. The pulmonary veins 
are the only veins in the body that carry 
oxygen-rich blood from the lungs to the 
heart. Systemic veins carry deoxygen-
ated blood from all body parts back to 
the heart.

Capillaries: Capillaries are the small-
est vessels that exchange nutrients and 
waste between blood, cells and tissues. 
Blood then flows from the smallest 
veins, called venules, into larger veins.

How Do Veins and 
Arteries Work Together?
The circulatory system looks like a 

tree. The aorta is the largest artery and 
main trunk connecting all the branch-
es. Blood with lots of oxygen moves 

from the heart through the arteries. It 
then gets to the capillaries and goes to 
each cell in the body. Afterward, it re-
turns to the heart through veins. Veins 
carry blood without oxygen back to the 
heart, moving continuously all over the 
body. Even though veins and arteries 
are different, they work together to 
supply the body with oxygen.

Screening for Vascular Disease
Vascular disease is a condition that 

affects many people in the United States. 
If it is not treated, it can cause health 
problems like less blood flow to body 
parts, leading to nerve damage, ulcers 
and infections.

The Vascular Center at University 
of Maryland Baltimore Washington 
Medical Center (UM BWMC) offers 
free screenings to detect major vascular 
problems including abdominal aortic 
aneurysms, peripheral arterial disease 
and carotid artery disease. These screen-
ings are quick and painless, lasting less 
than 20 minutes.

To learn about common risk factors 
for vascular disease, and to under-
stand if a vascular screening may be 
right for you, visit www.umbwmc.org/
vascular-screening.

Submitted by Luminis Health

W hat’s not to love about the 
nation’s fastest-growing sport 
that’s taking the country by 

storm - pickleball? The sport combines 
elements of tennis, badminton and 
ping-pong and is easy to learn and slower 
paced. As more Americans pick up a 
paddle, there are also growing numbers 
finding themselves in a pickle when deal-
ing with a pickleball-related injury.

Luminis Health physical therapist 
Shelby Schaefer and her colleagues have 
noticed an increase in injuries related to 
pickleball amongst their patients, partic-
ularly in the older population who have 
more limited movement in their spine 
and hips. Schaefer said the low-impact 
sport gives players a false sense of 
security. Your chances of strains and 
sprains increase because you’re push-
ing your body too hard with a lack of 
preparation. Common pickleball injuries 
include strains and sprains of the back, 
knee and ankle, as well as elbow and 
wrist injuries.

Prep Your Body
All levels of sport require some training 

and warm-up. The greatest risk for injury 
in any sport, including pickleball, comes 
from not preparing your body for the 
sport or warming up.

Here are some recommended pre-pick-
leball stretches for different parts of 
your body:

Shoulders - Cross-body stretch. Begin 
standing in an upright position. Raise 
one arm in front of your body with your 
thumb pointing up. Grasp the outside of 
your arm with your other arm and apply 
gentle pressure until you feel a stretch.

Hamstrings - Forward lean stretch. 
Begin sitting upright with one leg straight 
forward and your heel resting on the 
ground. Bend your trunk forward, hing-
ing at your hips until you feel a stretch in 
the back of your leg. Hold this position.

Quadriceps - Standing knee bend. 
Begin standing in an upright position. 
Step forward with one foot and lower 
down into a mini- lunge position. Return 
to standing and repeat on the other leg.

Calves - Standing calf stretch. Stand 
facing a wall with your hands on the wall. 
Put one leg about a step behind the other 
leg, with toes pointed toward the wall. 
Keep the back heel on the floor, bend your 

front knee until you feel a stretch in the 
back leg. Repeat on the other leg.

Helpful warm-ups before playing pick-
leball include squats, lunges, walking butt 
kicks or marches and army swings.

It’s also important to exercise outside of 
pickleball to keep up your upper and lower 
body strength.

Overuse Injuries
When considering how often to play 

pickleball, think about your typical 
routine. If you haven’t played the sport 
and aren’t typically active, ease into it 
by playing once or twice a week. If you 
are regularly active and physically fit, 
daily pickleball play may be just fine. 
Remember to listen to your body — it 
will tell you when you need some rest and 
recovery time.

Complements for the Court
Other activities that are a nice comple-

ment to pickleball include water aerobics, 
yoga and Pilates. One final tip to ace 
the sport — play pickleball against an 
opponent who is at a similar ability level 
as you. It’s best not to play competitively 
when you are learning the sport.

Pickleball Injuries Rise With The Sport’s Popularity

Senior Health And Safety
In Extreme Weather

A s many of 
us look to 
cooler fall 

temperatures for 
some relief, hot 
weather is likely 
to stick around 
through at least 
the first part of 
September. If 
you felt that the 
summer heat this 
year was extreme, 

you’re not alone. NASA scientists reported 
that July 2023 was the hottest month since 
at least 1880 and estimate that 2023 will be 
the warmest year on record.

Heat affects all of us but especially se-
niors who are more susceptible to extreme 
weather. As we age, our body responds to 
weather changes differently. Seniors are 
more likely than others to suffer from 
heat stroke, dehydration, heat rash and 
other ailments.

With at least a few weeks of hot weather 
remaining in Severna Park, it’s important 
for seniors, their caregivers and loved ones 
to remain vigilant about the heat. What 
can you do?

Three keys to senior health and safety 
during hot weather include hydration, 
body temperature control and nutrition.

Hydration is crucial for everyone, and 
this is especially true for seniors because 
water is essential for various bodily 
functions, including digestion, circulation 
and temperature regulation. Dehydration 
can negatively impact cognitive function. 
Encourage seniors to consume an ample 
amount of water throughout the day. 

Herbal teas, diluted fruit juices and clear 
soups can also contribute to daily fluid 
intake. Due to decreased thirst perception, 
seniors may forget to drink water regularly. 
Set reminders or use smartphone apps to 
establish a water consumption routine.

Helping seniors maintain appropriate 
body temperature is also important. En-
sure that seniors have a comfortable and 
cool place to relax and be active when the 
thermostat rises. Stay indoors between 
10:00am and 4:00pm to avoid the hottest 
temperatures and exposure to the sun. 
Clothing matters too. Seniors should wear 
light fabrics and loose-fitting clothing 
to allow more air flow around their body 
and to assist their body’s natural cooling 
processes.

Nutrition is another key to bolstering 
senior health during hot weather. Avoid 
food that is high in fat, sodium, and 
cholesterol and beverages that can dehy-
drate you, such as alcohol and caffeinated 
drinks. Instead, prioritize more fresh 
fruits and vegetables. The vitamins and 
nutrients in fruits and vegetables can help 
reduce inflammation, combat cell damage 
and improve circulation. Also consider 
produce with high water content to aid in 
hydration.

It will still feel like summer for the next 
few weeks, so remember to check in with 
your senior loved ones and make sure 
they’re staying safe during these hot days.

Maresa Henry is the executive director 
of Spring Arbor of Severna Park, a local 
assisted living and memory care community. 
She can be contacted at tmhenry@springar-
borliving.com.

What Is Vascular 
Disease?

Deidre Smith
UM Baltimore 

Washington 
Medical Center

Maresa Henry
Spring Arbor of 
Severna Park



39September 2023Severna Park voice

410-934-5400
www.DocksideDerm.com

Lesley
Sutherland, M.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

Stephanie
Clements, M.D.

Board Certified Dermatologist 
& Mohs Surgeon

Scan Me
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By Lauren Burke Meyer

I t’s been less than a year since Angela 
Germanos retired from teaching at 
her alma mater, Severna Park High 

School (SPHS). Germanos taught for four 
decades in the Anne Arundel County 
School system, spending 22 of those years 
at SPHS, where she taught French and 
theater arts.

During her tenure at SPHS, she was also 
drama advisor and held roles as director 
and producer of Rock ‘N’ Roll Revival.

Retired for a few months, Germanos 
is already back behind the scenes. She’s 
directing “Roald Dahl’s Matilda the 
Musical” for 2nd Star Productions, a 
volunteer-run community theater that 
performs at the Bowie Playhouse in 
Whitemarsh Park. It’s fitting because 
Germanos had hoped to continue her love 
of theater and directing.

When comparing the commitment to 
SPHS, Germanos noted what it’s like to 
simplify her role to director without the 
producer responsibility.

“I can focus on the acting and elements 
that directly affect the quality of the 
show,” Germanos said.

The Tony Award-winning “Roald Dahl’s 
Matilda the Musical” is from the Royal 
Shakespeare Company. With the book by 
Dennis Kelly and original songs by Tim 

Minchin, “Matilda” has won 47 interna-
tional awards and appears for sold-out 
audiences around the world.

Locals can see the musical from Sep-
tember 15 to October 14. Friday perfor-
mances are at 8:00pm with Saturday and 
Sunday matinees at 2:00pm.

One aspect unique to the show is the 

cast. This is the first time in the area that 
age-appropriate casting for this show has 
occurred. Typically, schools and commu-
nity groups have children playing all the 
roles, even the adults.

“Our kids are seeing adults as role mod-
els and learning a lot from their example,” 
shared Germanos, whose youngest actor 

is 8 years old and whose oldest adult in 
the production is 50 years old.

Germanos finds it refreshing to work 
with adults in addition to children 
and teens.

Malarie Zeeks — who plays Mrs. 
Wormwood — shared what it’s like to 
work with Germanos.

“She has a great deal of patience, is able 
to work with both adults and children 
in a respectful way, and is so talented,” 
Zeeks said.

Zeeks noted how Germanos has a cre-
ative directing approach too. All aspects 
are thought of and not forgotten.

“It has been incredibly impressive to 
see her vision come to fruition during 
rehearsals,” Zeeks said. “You can actually 
see the cogs turning and what she was 
going for with individual scenes, lines, 
songs and dances.”

Audiences can look forward to magi-
cal effects.

“We have worked hard to recreate the 
childhood nostalgia most of us had as a 
positive experience yet addressing the 
negative aspects in the show of power 
abuse and highlighting the way that 
Matilda overcomes her negative experi-
ence through the love and support of her 
teacher,” Germanos explained.

Tickets can be purchased at the door or 
online at www.2ndstarproductions.org.

Directing isn’t the only way the retired 
teacher continues to stay active with her 
passions. Germanos plans to teach the-
ater in the fall at Cornerstone Tutorials, a 
homeschool group based at Severna Park 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, where 
she is also a member.

Angela 
Germanos’ 

Next Chapter

Photo courtesy of Laura Fisher

Retired Severna Park High School teacher and Rock ‘N’ Roll Revival leader 
Angela Germanos is directing “Roald Dahl’s Matilda the Musical.”

“She has a great deal of patience, 
is able to work with both adults 
and children in a respectful 
way, and is so talented.”

 — Malarie Zeeks

By Mark Patton 
mark@severnaparkvoice.com

“I f it wasn’t for glass, I don’t 
think I’d be alive.”

Those are the words of Clare 
Shepherd, a retired Army transporta-
tion logistics officer and now instruc-
tor of a glass fusing workshop, dubbed 
Veterans Glass Studio, at Maryland 
Hall in Annapolis.

The free workshop for veterans and 
servicemembers is designed to teach 
the fundamentals of glass fusing and 
offers those who have donned the 
uniform a haven to explore artistic 
expression.

“I have PTSD, and I struggle with it 
all the time,” Shepherd said. “Relating 
to people my own age is hard.”

She has no trouble relating to 
fellow vets — even more so if glass 
is involved. Shepherd initially tried 
some pottery classes at the Bethesda, 
Maryland-based Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center, but she was 
seeking more vibrancy than the earth-
en colors that medium provided. Once 
she found glass, she didn’t look back 
and embraced the heightened chal-
lenges that working the new material 
afforded her.

Amongst the sounds of breaking 
glass and military memories being 

Veterans Find Camaraderie In Glass At Maryland Hall

»» Continued on page 42

Photos by Mark Patton

A free workshop at Maryland Hall in Annapolis offers veterans and 
servicemembers an opportunity to bond over glass fusing. Above: Susi Cooper 
showed off some of her workshop glass creations in the backyard of her Arnold 
home. Cooper participated in both the July and August offerings.
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Fa� FestivalFa� Festival
2023

Give your family the same enchanting experiences 
you had as a child petting the barn animals, taking hay 
rides, and connecting with the community. Create new 

traditions and make unforgettable family memories. 
Don’t miss out – secure your tickets now and let the 

nostalgia come alive once again.

Join us for Fall Festival Weekends 
at Homestead Gardens

every Saturday & Sunday starting 
September 30th through October 22nd

10am-4pm at our Davidsonville location

purchase tickets in-store or online at 
homesteadgardens.com/upcoming-eventsIt’s still the word!

TobysDinnerTheatre.com

August 25 - November 5

410-730-8311for tickets call or visit

shared, Shepherd could also be heard 
giving advice or nudges of recommenda-
tions as the Edgewater resident strolled 
the workshop, appearing as comfortable 
in civilian clothes commanding a room as 
she once was when she was the recipient 
of salutes.

Shepherd doesn’t only instruct fellow 
veterans on the art of glass fusing, but 
she also was instrumental in bringing the 
monthly workshop to the building that 
used to house Annapolis High School 
until 1979.

“I always wanted to offer a class to 
veterans to give back,” Shepherd said.

By sharing her story of trauma in the 
military, Shepherd helped Maryland 
Hall secure a $10,000 grant through the 
Creative Forces Community Engagement 
Grant program. The program is part of 
the National Endowment for the Arts’ 
Creative Forces initiative, and this grant 
program aims to improve the health, 
well-being, and quality of life for military 
and veteran populations exposed to trau-
ma, as well as their families and caregiv-
ers, through experiences of art.

Arnold resident Susie Cooper is a 
retired Marine Corps major who spent 
more than 21 years serving her country. 
She now works as a therapist. It’s no 
surprise that Cooper was able to push to 
have her thesis topic at the Naval Post 
Graduate School switched from what the 
Marines wanted her to do, Russian weap-
onry, to what she wanted to do, opera-
tional stress control and rehabilitation.

“I believe in doing exercises in medi-
tation, catharsis, experimental things to 

get out of my head,” Cooper said. “As mil-
itary, there were extra things that kind 
of invade our brains, experiences outside 
of the civilian norm, and anything that is 
a nervous system reliever to me is super 
important as a self-care.”

Cooper was so impressed with Mary-
land Hall’s initial workshop offering 
in July that she did it again in August. 
That’s no small feat to garner the atten-
tion of the San Jose, California, native, 
who has stood on the summit of Mount 
Fuji in Japan, strolled in Siberia during 

the height of the Cold War, participated 
in an international cold-weather military 
exercise in Norway and lived in Israel for 
four years.

During the workshop, participants 
have multiple styles and colors of Bulls-
eye Glass material to use when making 
a decorative dish. Shepherd pointed out 
that striving to create something abstract 
is an easier undertaking for a beginner 
than to create a more literal design. As 
students began by preparing borders, 
making it easier to cut glass to fill in, 
rulers came out for measurements, and 
the snaps of glass breaking filled the air 
of the workshop.

The August participants created a vari-
ety of pieces from a flamingo to abstract. 
Some had a plan going in, others were 
winging it. But for two hours, the veter-
ans in attendance were able to get lost in 
camaraderie while creating art with glass.

For Cooper, she didn’t have a plan, but 
her head was filled with anxiety.

“This is what we’re letting go, this idea 
that you have to be perfect, and I worked 
through that,” Cooper said. “I deserve to 
have fun, let me chill the F out, and then 
I shifted to that.”

Once students finish a piece, the cre-
ation is fired in a kiln and then put in a 
mold to shape it like a dish where the art 
can be picked up in the following days.

Both Shepherd and Cooper stressed 
that not only does glass fusing offer a 
multisensory experience but doing an 
art activity surrounded by people with a 
common bond, such as the military, pro-
vides something classes for the general 
public can’t offer.

“I think we experience what I call toler-
ance fatigue,” Cooper said. “We are bom-
barded with so much extra and so the 
tolerance and fatigue has us tired, and 
we’re even more tired when we anticipate 
a conversation with somebody who won’t 
understand where we’re coming from.”

Shepherd estimated that each class 
consists of a $115 value for the veteran. 
But the opportunity to work with a me-
dium like glass, which not everybody has 
access to, and the ability to try something 
they may never would have, are points 
Shepherd is big on.

“I love it, and I want them to love it 
too,” Shepherd said. “Glass is like yoga for 
my brain without having to do anything 
physical.”

Cooper noted that the mindfulness 
aspect of the workshop allows partici-
pants to be in the moment, channeling 
one of her sayings at work — present 
over perfect.

“I think we were getting all our senses 
filled in a safe environment, with the 
fun factor, because we all knew we were 
either doing this for fun or self-care,” 
Cooper said.

Shepherd looks forward to welcoming 
new faces to future workshops. The cur-
rent grant provides resources to provide 
the free monthly workshop through 
July 2024.

“I love watching new students try 
something because they’re less inhibi-
tive,” Shepherd said.

More information is available at 
www.marylandhall.org/classes/fall-2023-
glass-fusing-classes. Class sizes are 
limited to 12 participants each month.

Veterans Find Camaraderie In Glass At Maryland Hall

Clare Shepherd introduced herself 
and showed a shape design to 
participants of an August 17 glass 
fusing workshop.

»» Continued from page 40
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A rtist Carolyn Councell is display-
ing her artwork at Monument 
Sotheby’s International Realty in 

Severna Park through September 29.
A graduate of the Maryland Institute 

of Art, Councell has styles that range 
from realism to abstract, and she usu-
ally combines both approaches in her 
paintings. Subject matter includes peo-
ple, landscapes, seascapes and flowers. 
Her preferred media includes watercol-
or, acrylic, mixed media, and oil.

“I try not to set boundaries in paint-
ing, leaving the door open to inspi-
ration, which can come from various 

experiences,” she said in an announce-
ment shared by Monument Sotheby’s 
International Realty. “I feel each paint-
ing has a life of its own, and attempt to 
go with what each one suggests to me, 
such as mood, color, composition, bal-
ance and all of the elements of art. I let 
the painting speak to me. By continually 
growing as an artist, I feel there are no 
limitations to what can be achieved in 
the world of art.”

Hours are 9:00am-4:00pm Monday 
through Friday. The Monumental So-
theby’s office is located at 537 Baltimore 
Annapolis Boulevard, suite A.

B efore Ballet Theatre of Maryland 
(BTM) kicks off its performanc-
es in residence at Maryland Hall 

for the Arts, it will hold two events in 
downtown Annapolis: Ballet in the 
Garden on September 16, followed 
by BTM’s 45th anniversary gala on 
September 24. Both events will give 
audiences the opportunity to see the 
company up close.

The historic Ham-
mond Harwood 
House will open 
its grounds for the 
VIP event Ballet in 
the Garden on September 16 at 5:00pm. 
This intimate performance features 
smaller classical works in a charming 
garden setting. All tickets include a 
complimentary glass of wine.

“This marks our fourth year col-
laborating with Hammond Harwood 
House,” said Nicole Kelsch, Ballet 
Theatre of Maryland artistic director. 
“We have always loved performing for 
our audiences in an outdoor setting, but 
what started out of necessity in 2020 

has grown into one of the hidden gems 
of our season.”

The gala will take place at Acqua Al 2 
in Downtown Annapolis on September 
24 at noon. Guests will mingle with 
the company dancers while they enjoy 
authentic Tuscan cuisine, drinks and 
a silent auction. The evening will also 
include a dance performance. The gala 

will commemorate 
BTM’s accomplish-
ments and raise 
funds to bring new 
works into the com-
pany’s repertory.

Expanding the repertory has been 
a goal for Kelsch since she was ap-
pointed artistic director in July 2020. 
Since then, Ballet Theatre of Maryland 
has performed classic ballets such as 
“Giselle,” “Les Sylphides” and “Don 
Quixote” for the first time. For the 
2023-2024 season, BTM will premiere 
new productions of “The Firebird” and 
“The Sleeping Beauty.”

To purchase tickets or learn more, 
visit www.balletmaryland.org.

At BTM Opens Sept. 16 

Ballet In The Garden 
And 45th Anniversary 

Gala Are On Tap

Art On Display At 
Monument Sotheby’s

Carolyn Councell’s styles range 
from realism to abstract, and she 
usually combines both 
approaches in her paintings.

“I try not to set 
boundaries in 
painting, leaving 
the door open to 
inspiration, which 
can come from 
various experiences”

 — Carolyn Councell
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September 24th, 2023
12:00 PM at Acqua al 2

September 16th, 2023
in the gardens at 5:00 PM
Hammond Harwood House

Join the Ballet Theatre of Maryland 
for 2 very special events!

For tickets and more information,
visit www.BalletMaryland.org

410-987-8300  | 401 Headquarters Drive, Millersville, MD 21108
MillersvilleAH@Gmail.com | MillersvilleAnimalHospital.com
 facebook.com/MillersvilleAnimalHospital    @millersvilleanimalhospital

Where
Pets Are 
Family!

New Patients 
Accepted
- Ultrasound
- In-house 
 Laboratory
- Pharmacy 
 on site
- Digital x-ray
- Laser surgery

Be sure to check out this 
special edition, highlighing 
home and garden tips and 
ideas from local experts. 

FALL HOME &
GARDEN EDITION

Se
ve

rna Pa
r

k

vo ic e

Coming In 
October!

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146  •  410-647-9400
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com  •  www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice      @SPVoice

410-544-9050 | 558-B Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park 
www.sidestreetframers.com

Specializing In:
• Custom Picture 
 Framing 
• Shadow Boxes
• Photo Restoration

Our gifts are made locally and throughout the USA.
We are always fully stocked.

Thank you for letting us be your go-to for 
gifts, custom framing, and decorating. 

Hand-Carved 
Gourd 

Lanterns 
Have Just 
Arrived!
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A “divine” musical 
comedy is coming 
to Toby’s Dinner 

Theatre from September 
through November.

In “Sister Act,” a woman 
hiding in a convent helps 
her fellow sisters find their 
voices as she rediscovers 
her own. “Sister Act” is 
based on the 1992 film 
starring Whoopi Goldberg. 
This uplifting musical was 
nominated for five Tony 
Awards including Best Mu-
sical. A sparkling tribute 
to the universal power of 
friendship, Sister Act is a 
reason to rejoice.

This show is onstage 
through November 5. 
Tickets can be purchased 
at www.ticketmaster.com 
or the best tickets can be 
purchased by calling the 
Toby’s box office directly at 
410-730-8311.

O n September 22 at 7:00pm, the 
stage will be set for a featured 
documentary screening of “Land-

fill Harmonic” and a live performance 
featuring the Recycled Orchestra of 
Cateura, presented by Maryland Hall Film 
and Goldstein-Cunitz.

“Landfill Harmonic” chronicles the 
journey of the Recycled Orchestra of 
Cateura, a Paraguayan musical ensemble. 
What sets this orchestra apart is that its 
instruments are crafted entirely from 
discarded materials found in the landfill 
where its community resides. Organizers 
said these instruments, born from refuse, 
produce a symphony of beauty and hope, 
echoing the indomitable spirit of the 
human soul.

“This will be an exciting evening with 
both film and live music,” said Jackie Cole-
man, executive director of Maryland Hall. 
“We are grateful to Betty McGinnis from 
World Artists Experience for finding hosts 
for all the musicians coming to Annapolis 
from Paraguay to play in the orchestra.”

To purchase tickets or to learn more, 
visit www.marylandhall.org.

By Lauren Burke Meyer

F ollowing last year’s inaugural 
Annapolis Songwriters Festival, the 
four-day event returns to the area 

this year with initial acts hitting the stage 
on September 14.

The festival is modeled after the Key 
West Songwriters Festival, now in its 
27th year. Both festivals are designed to 
showcase and celebrate the crafts of song-
writing and performing. The Annapolis 
Songwriters Festival aims to give music 
lovers a chance to get to know the names 
and faces behind the songs in an up-close 
and personal setting.

From some of the industry’s biggest hit-
makers to prominent new acts, songwrit-
ers will visit downtown Annapolis over 
four days and nights of music on boats, 
hotels, restaurants and bars. The festival 
will close at Annapolis City Dock with an 
all-ages show featuring Grammy-winning 
artist LeAnn Rimes.

The “Can’t Fight the Moonlight” 
singer shared a preview of what fans can 
anticipate.

Rimes and Weaver are just two of the 
100-plus acts to look forward to at the 
Annapolis Songwriters Festival. Get 
tickets and learn more at www.annapolis-
songwritersfestival.com.

Annapolis 
Songwriters 

Festival Q&A 
With LeAnn 
Rimes And 
Ray Weaver

LeAnn RIMeS
What songs do you plan to perform at 
the Annapolis Songwriters Festival?

My set list changes a bit from show to 
show, depending on what I feel moved 
to sing that day, so you never know what 
you’re going to get. However, we do revisit 
almost 30 years of music, everything from 
“Blue” all the way through to my latest 
album, “God’s Work.”

And, with this being a special event 
celebrating songwriting, I will definitely 
dig deep into my catalog and pull some of 
my favorites that I’ve written.
In your opinion, what’s your most 
popular song amongst your fans? Is 
there a song that fans consistently 
sing the loudest when you perform?

My fans are so diverse in what they 
want to hear. You think it would be the 
hits, which it definitely is, but I find my 
fans really dig into the albums, and I’m 

always surprised by 
the deeper cuts that 
have imprinted on 
their hearts.

How do you plan 
to approach 
performing at a 
unique venue like 
Annapolis City 
Dock? Will anything 
change about your performance?

I always stay as authentically true to 
my heart as I can, no matter where I’m 
performing. I like to take the audience 
on a ride and into all the feels. Feelings 
that they otherwise may not touch, until 
the music pours into them. I believe my 
purpose is to provide a safe place for them 
to take me in and meet me at the core of 
the song, and we experience that joy or 
sorrow together.

Have you ever 
performed in or 
visited Annapolis? 
If yes, what do you 
think of the city?

I’ve been touring 
since I was 13 years 
old. It all runs together 
after a while. I hon-
estly don’t remember 
if I have.

Any bucket list items 
you hope to do while in the area?

Wherever I go, I like to find delicious 
food. That always brings me joy when 
I’m on tour.

What is something most people don’t 
know about you? 

I’m an avid tennis player. I started 
playing about five years ago, and when I’m 
home, I play two or three times a week. I 
absolutely love it!

RAy WeAveR
Are you from the area and if 
so, where?

I am a Pasadena boy, born and raised. 
I live in Denmark now, but I am a Ches-
apeake son!
What songs do you plan to perform at 
the Annapolis Songwriters Festival?

It’s hard to say exactly which songs 
I’ll play. It kind of depends on what 
the other writers on the rounds I am 
in do. If they are doing a lot of ballads, 
I’ll choose a fast one, and vice versa. I’ll 
almost always do “Confession” and “I’d 
Know You Anywhere.” And my song 
“Broke Down” that was used in the 
“Supernatural” television show.
In your opinion, what’s your most 

popular song 
amongst your 
fans? Is there a 
song that fans 
consistently sing 
the loudest when 
you perform?

The folks that 
follow my music 
most consistently 
request my song 
“Princess Years,” 
which is about my two daughters. It’s 
not a singalong, it’s a tearjerker.
Given the venue for this festival, will 
that impact your set list or overall 
experience for your fans? What can 
attendees anticipate?

The festival sets are short and sharp. 

I’ll be onstage with 
one or two other 
writers, so they get 
to hear my songs and 
songs by other great 
writers as well. Some 
of the best songwrit-
ers in the world will 
be in Annapolis. I’m 
looking forward to 
listening as much as I 
am to performing!

What is something about you that 
people would find surprising?

That although I’ve been performing 
for many years as an Americana singer/
songwriter, back in the ‘70s, I was in a 
glam rock band and wore makeup and 
glitter high-heeled shoes.

Photo courtesy of Norman Seeff

Garbage picker Nicolas Gomez 
made these two instruments using 
discarded materials from a landfill.

While Rimes, Blondie and Mi-
chelle Branch are well-known 
national performers, there are other 
acts to check out.

For one, seasoned musician and 
storyteller Ray Weaver, whose 
influences span across multiple 
genres, including country, Irish, 

blues and folk.
Weaver has played throughout the 

area for more than 50 years at pubs, 
honky-tonks and coffee houses.

“Sister Act” Is Onstage At Toby’s

Ashley Johnson-Moore stars as Deloris, 
pictured here with the Queen of Angels 
sisters, in “Sister Act.”

Maryland Hall To Present:
“Landfill Harmonic: 
Recycled Orchestra 

Of Cateura”
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N ext Step Realty and Wyble Team 
are merging to create Next Step 
Realty South. This strategic 

alliance combines two real estate entities, 
leveraging their collective strengths and 
expertise to provide services to clients 
across the region.

At Next Step Realty, the team stresses 

a commitment to quality over quantity, 
and Matt Wyble said Next Step Realty has 
established itself as a preferred brokerage 
for some of the top-producing agents in 
Maryland and boasts a track record of 
more than $1 billion in volume sold since.

Similarly, Wyble Team has demon-

Next Step Realty Merges With Wyble 
Team To Form Next Step Realty South

»» Continued on page 50

P lease give 
a warm 
welcome to 

our newest mem-
bers, and please 
support them. 
Find them in 
our directory at 
www.gspacc.com.

Allstate 
Insurance - 
Shelley Driscoll 
‒ As personal 

financial representatives in Edgewater, 
the staff has the knowledge and under-
standing of the people in this communi-
ty, helping them provide customers with 
an outstanding level of service. Allstate 
looks forward to helping families like 
yours protect the things that are import-
ant — your family, home, car and more. 
The company can also help you prepare a 
strategy to achieve your financial goals.

Office Phones Plus ‒ Excellent com-
munication technology is critical for the 
smooth operation of your small business, 
and you need reliable, affordable busi-
ness phone systems to stay connected. 
Office Phones Plus provides a wide range 
of business phone systems through 
partnerships with Comcast, Verizon, 
Net2Phone, Digium and Nextiva. They 
take care of your initial installation, relo-
cation, or upgrades and ongoing service.

Bay Area Counseling & Consultation 

LLC ‒ This is a mental health group prac-
tice that specializes in evidenced-based, 
trauma-informed care and behavior 
modification psychotherapy. The agency 
is founded on cultural competence and 
a patient-centered approach to enhance 
the quality of mental health delivery 
for the surrounding community. Its 
motto is “Where Mental Health Meets 
Happiness.”

Ink + Numbers ‒ Ink + Numbers hosts 
monthly events that include shopping, 
bourbon tastings, happy hours, breakfast 
parties, lead exchanges, seminars and 
much more. Founders Stacey Munsell 
and Lisa Carmichael are excited to begin 
this journey and help women connect 
and thrive.

Tucker Painting and Handyman LLC 
(Klappenberger and Son) ‒ Serving 
thousands in Anne Arundel County for 
its painting and repair projects since 
1989, the company also works on com-
mercial and historic buildings. The U.S. 
Court of Appeals building, the Penta-
gon, the Smithsonian and the White 
House are all places the company has 
been hired to work. It provides 10-year 
warranties on all services and quotes 
within 24 hours.

BL Technical Services ‒ BL Technical 
Services is a small group of information 
technology network engineers and their 
supporting staff that small businesses 

Liz League
CEO

GSPACC

Chamber Update

»» Continued on page 50

By Mark Patton 
mark@severnaparkvoice.com

W hen you hire cleaners, 
you’re not just paying for a 
clean home. You’re buying 

your own time.
Those are the words of Michael 

Reilly, a partial owner, along with 
his mother, Donna, of Molly Maid 
of Central Anne Arundel County. 
He pointed out that a lot of peo-
ple spend a good portion of their 
weekends cleaning.

“That’s time you can be doing 
stuff with your kids, enjoying 
whatever your hobbies are, do what 
you want to do and not scrub the 
toilets,” said Michael Reilly, who 
also serves as the general manager.

Donna Reilly first started think-
ing about working for herself as 
her kids got older. She also knew 
she wanted to be a part of an es-
tablished brand and franchise.

“The proven systems they have 
in place were appealing. Why rein-
vent the wheel,” Donna Reilly said.

As the family matriarch was 
contemplating industries that she 
would be interested in, she settled 
on something that she knew how 
to do — clean a house.

“I had also utilized several of 

the services over the years and 
felt there was room for a service 
that offered top-notch customer 
service and really cared that our 
clients got what they pay for,” 
Donna Reilly said. “From there, 
Molly Maid was attractive because 
the people in the home office had 
a like mindset when it came to 
customer service.”

The mother and son duo at the 
helm of Molly Maid of Central 
Anne Arundel County credit cus-
tomer service, treating employees 
right and dedication to the com-
munity for staying in business 25 
years, a mark the company will hit 
this month.

Molly Maid of Central Anne 
Arundel County works for any cli-
ent’s cleaning needs, offering free 
estimates for customized cleaning 
plans and schedules, along with 
one-time cleanings. Molly Maid 
will also work within a client’s 
budget to optimize their resources. 
The company guarantees all its 
work and will send somebody out 
the same day or the next day to fix 
any deficiencies.

The younger Reilly joined up 
with his mom’s business ambitions 
almost 15 years ago. Although he 

had worked at Molly Maid as a 
teenager after the final bell rang at 
nearby Broadneck High School, the 
cleaning industry wasn’t initially 

on his radar. Instead, he turned to 
leading construction crews.

After realizing the construction 
business was taking a toll on his 
body, his vision started expanding 
into a long-term career.

Running a crew of construction 
workers requires a different set of 
interpersonal skills than oversee-
ing a cleaning crew, but Michael 
Reilly settled right in.

“I like the challenges of it,” Mi-
chael Reilly said. “It’s something 
different every day.”

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Molly Maid of Central Anne Arun-
del County was dubbed an essen-
tial service and the business was 
only out of operation a single day.

During this time, Michael Reilly 
would be the only one in the office, 
and he would arrive early to fill the 
cleaner’s supplies and load them 
up. It was this dedication to em-
ployee comfort and ease during a 

Molly Maid Offers Cleaning While Serving The Community
Business spotlight

Michael Reilly, partial owner and 
general manager of Molly Maid of 
Central Anne Arundel County, 
pointed out certificates showcasing 
his company’s Excellence in Action 
All Star Hall of Fame national 
award winners. The award is a 
national competition open to all 
Molly Maid franchises.

Matt Wyble, Lynn Peaper and Joe Smith were named as managing partners and 
co-owners of Next Step Realty South. Next Step Realty co-owners James 
Weiskerger and Kelly Schuit have joined the ownership group of the new setup.

»» Continued on page 49



Looking to buy 
or sell a home?
RE/MAX Concierge Realty strives to be the leading 
innovator for real estate concierge services in our 
local market. Exceptional service and unmatched 
quality is the baseline for everything we touch.

Our clients needs come before our own. We believe 
in respecting our clients, while listening to their 
requests, and understanding their expectations. We 
are full service and family oriented brokerage.

443-776-8668
info@concierge-realty.com

Buyers and Sellers, we can help you through it all!

Opportunities for both New and Experienced Agents
If you’re looking to push your career further, or want to launch a successful real estate career, give us a call 

to discuss why RE/MAX Concierge Realty is the right choice for both new and experienced agents. 
To learn more about us visit JOINREMAXCR.COM or call us at 443-776-8668

1344 Ashton Road, Suite 105, Hanover, MD 21076
Each RE/MAX office is independently owned and operated

443-491-8701
admin@precisetitleescrow.com

Call or email 24/7 to get your quote:

443-841-7932
kchamberlain3@allstate.com

At RE/MAX Concierge Realty our concierge services include a team of caring and knowledgeable experts who 
will assist with all of the intricacies of the real estate process through our in-house partners, Precise Title & Escrow, 
Primary Residential Mortgage, and Chamberlain Atlantic Insurance.

Lynn serves Anne Arundel 
County, Baltimore County, 
Harford County and Cecil 
County. She has been an agent for more than 15 
years and she specializes in working with first time 
home buyers and investors.

Agent Spotlight
Lynn Kedzierski
443-762-6992 
Lynn@concierge-realty.com
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6-MONTH Money 
Market Account

6.50%APY*

Insured & Guaranteed

As Seen On:

Annual percentage yield. Yield and deposit amount, subject to availability. Penalty for early 
withdrawal. *Promotional incentives included to obtain yield. Certain restrictions apply. 
Rates may vary depending on deposit amount. All bank accounts are FDIC insured.

Severna Park
410-507-0786

40 Locations NationwideAsk us about 
our IRA rollover 

bonuses.

WE ARE HIRING NOW!

Company Description
The Voice Media Inc. has been in 
business for over 40 years and offers 
marketing, local features, events 
in print, web and social media.

Contact
Serious inquires only. Please send your 
resume and writing samples to: 
Dianna Lancione 
dianna@severnaparkvoice.com

Do you love our community 
and want to be more involved?

The Severna Park Voice is looking for a 
full-time editorial assistant to help with 

daily needs of our growing company.
If you love to write, edit, take pictures 

and give back to our community, you could 
be the person we have been looking for.

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146  •  410-647-9400
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com  •  www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice      @SPVoice

By Darrell Mak

A fter 30 successful years of providing home im-
provement services to Severna Park, Pasadena 
and surrounding areas, Tom Albrecht, owner of 

Albrecht Properties & Home Improvements, will turn 
the reins over to his son, Alec, over the next year to con-
tinue the company’s tradition of providing top-quality 
home improvement services.

“It’s been a long time, and I’m ready to hand it over to 
Alec,” Tom Albrecht said.

The Albrecht duo has been working together with 
the company since Alec Albrecht was 14 years old. Since 

that time, the younger Albrecht has gained considerable 
hands-on experience, including attending Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools’ Center for Applied Technology 
North Carpentry I and II programs, and he is working 
toward a degree at Anne Arundel Community College for 
architectural design and construction management.

Tom Albrecht said in addition to understanding tra-
ditional practices, his son is also familiar with the latest 
home improvement techniques and technologies.

“He knows both the old school and new school 
products and practices,” Tom Albrecht said. “With home 
improvement aspects changing almost as quickly as 

information technology does, keeping up with the latest 
knowledge can almost be a full-time job in and of itself.”

The elder Albrecht praised several of his subcontrac-
tors for support over the years, including Brenda Garver 
with Permit Services Inc., Nathan Foster with Foster 
Enterprises (electrician), Zach Vito with ZV-HVAC (heat 
and air), Richard Brown with Brown Plumbing (master 
plumber) and Brian Martin’s Architectural Design.

Tom Albrecht said Zach Bedford has been an excellent 
worker and faithful employee of Albrecht Properties & 
Home Improvements for 25 years, spending much of that 
time helping Alec Albrecht learn the trade.

Tom Albrecht started his home improvement business 
after serving in the military as a combat engineer.

“The Army taught me carpentry and masonry,” he said. 
“Little did I know this would lead me to a career that 
would last a lifetime.”

Working with different types of people was one of 
the most enjoyable aspects of the job for the father and 
business owner.

“I really enjoyed meeting new people, talking to them 
and making their dreams come true,” Tom Albrecht said.

Albrecht Properties & Home Improvements specializes 
in kitchen/bath remodeling and finished basements.

He boasted about his son’s talents with tile.
“He’s an excellent tile layer and has exceeded all my 

hopes,” Tom Albrecht said. “Alec is particularly fond of 
expressing his creativity in tile flooring, backsplashes, 
custom showers and even curbless shower designs, which 
is the new trend.”

Tom recommends that anyone seeking a home im-
provement contractor do their due diligence.

“Look for a Maryland home improvement contractor 
who is licensed and insured and check public resources 
such as the Better Business Bureau,” Tom Albrecht said.

Alec is eager to continue in his father’s footsteps.
“Learn everything you can, because with knowledge 

comes professionalism in your craft — you can never 
know enough,” Alec Albrecht added.

For more information or a free estimate, visit www.
albrechthomeimprovements.com or call 410-360-7703.

Albrecht Properties & Home Improvements 
Transitioning To Next Generation

Tom Albrecht, owner of Albrecht Properties & Home Improvements, will turn the reins over to his son, Alec, 
over the next year to continue the company’s tradition of providing top-quality home improvement services.
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Ribbon Cuttings

For two decades, Beau Breeden has helped 
people achieve financial freedom through 
their partnership with Delmarva Financial 
Group. To mark that milestone, his team 
held a ribbon-cutting and open house on 
August 23. The Arnold business recently 
expanded its office and doubled its team 
membership in the last year.

Delmarva Financial 
Group Celebrates 

20 Years

Millersville is now home to a new 
23,900-square-foot indoor pickleball 
facility, The PutAway. The staff at 
The PutAway was joined by the 
Greater Severna Park and Arnold 
Chamber of Commerce in August to 
celebrate the business’ first 
achievement: opening to the public. 
Attendees enjoyed food and free play 
while learning about the facility’s 
professional-grade courts, located at 
254 Najoles Road, suite A-K.

The PutAway 
Aces Its First 

Match

worldwide health scare that also led 
the Reilly duo to guarantee certain 
wages for cleaners during the pan-
demic, no matter how many clients 
they serviced.

The Reillys also have the luxury 
of multiple employees with more 
than 15 years at the business, many 
of whom have plaques honoring 
national award titles from corpo-
rate headquarters lining the local 
company’s office.

“That is a long time in this busi-
ness,” Michael Reilly said of his 
longest-serving employees.

With life and business models 
returning to normalcy, the Reillys’ 
crew of 25 workers arrive at the 
Arnold office around 7:30am to load 
up supplies and go over paperwork 
before heading out for the day.

The Molly Maid cars are loaded 
with tracking units that enable the 
office staff to track progress for the 
day and notify customers if there 
might be a potential delay.

Besides cleaning clients’ homes, 
Michael Reilly said his company’s 
proximity to the YWCA allows their 
business to serve the community in 
other ways.

The YWCA is a nonprofit known 

for being an advocate for women, 
including victims of domestic vi-
olence. Donna and Michael’s com-
pany donates a portion of proceeds 
from every cleaning toward raising 
awareness about the topic. Mol-
ly Maid of Central Anne Arundel 
County is also a major sponsor of an 
annual gala at the local YWCA.

The Reillys have also provided 
free cleanings for area organiza-
tions and even families that are bat-
tling major and life-altering health 
conditions.

As to cleaning crews being some-
thing that only wealthy people 
utilize, Michael Reilly said it’s a 
different tune in 2023.

“I think that stereotype is gone,” 
Michael Reilly said. “A lot of people 
have cleaners now.”

Donna Reilly said having a legacy 
to pass on to her son, and perhaps 
grandchildren one day, gives her 
satisfaction. That’s not the only 
thing, though.

“What makes me most proud 
having started Molly Maid and kept 
it going is the difference we have 
made in the lives of our employees 
and customers,” Donna Reilly said.

Information on the com-
pany and services is avail-
able at www.mollymaid.com/
central-anne-arundel-county.

Molly Maid

E agle Title, an Annapolis-based 
company with an office in 
Severna Park, is expanding into 

Delaware and Ocean City, Maryland.
With over a decade of experience, 

Eagle Title aspires to offer peace of 
mind to clients throughout the real 
estate transaction process. The com-
pany’s expansion responds to the in-
creasing demand for professional and 
reliable title services in the region.

“We are excited to bring our title 
services to the state of Delaware,” 
said Jay Walsh, Eagle Title CEO. “The 
expansion to the beaches aligns per-
fectly with our strategic growth plans, 
allowing us to serve our clients in this 
dynamic real estate market.”

Eagle Title’s expansion to Delaware 
and Ocean City will provide a compre-
hensive suite of title services to the 
region’s home buyers, sellers, lenders, 
builders and real estate professionals. 
The company’s team of title profes-

sionals, combined with state-of-the-
art technology, ensures efficient and 
accurate title searches, title insurance, 
and closing services, making the real 
estate transaction process seamless 
and stress-free for clients.

“We have seen a rise in our clients 
asking for services at the beach and 
specifically in Delaware, often for a 
second home, investment property, or 
a relocation to the tax-friendly state of 
Delaware,” said Brad Walsh, president 
of Eagle Title. “Our clients know we 
will get their transaction across the 
finish line – from Virginia to Dela-
ware. We look forward to providing 
the same exceptional service that has 
earned our trust and loyalty in our 
current markets.”

Eagle Title will operate out of 
Georgetown in Delaware and off Ocean 
Gateway in Ocean City, Maryland. 
Both locations will offer residential, 
commercial and builder services.

Eagle Title Expands Services 
To Delaware And Ocean City

The expansion to the beaches aligns with Eagle Title’s 
strategic growth plans, allowing the company to serve 
clients in a dynamic real estate market.

»» Continued from page 46
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Around the House

50 East Remodeling 410-500-2266

www.50eastremodeling.com

Albrecht Properties
& Home Improvements 410-360-7703 

1215 Oak Harbour Court, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.albrechthomeimprovements.com

Bear Landscaping Inc. 410-969-0669

8116 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.bearlandscaping.com

CheckMark Power Washing 443-848-0581

www.checkmarkpowerwash.com

Cornett Heating & Cooling 410-647-6979

104 Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.cornetthvac.com

Cunningham Contracting 410-721-8757

1541 Defense Highway, Gambrills, MD 21054
www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

Dove Remodeling 410-439-5700

8611 Fort Smallwood Road # C, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.doveremodelingservices.com

Fence & Deck Connection 410-757-5511

8057 Veterans Highway,. Millersville, MD 21108
www.fenceanddeckconnection.com

Heidler, Inc. 410-694-7474

208 Taylor Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.heidlerplumbing.com

Homestead Gardens
Landscape Division 410-867-6336

743 W. Central Avenue, Davidsonville, MD 21035
www.landscape.homesteadgardens.com

Landmark Roofing 443-223-7453

540 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 3
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.remodelwithlandmark.com
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CHESAPEAKE WINDOW
CLEANING CO.

410-280-2284
Licensed/Bonded/Insured

· Residential window cleaning
· Serving local area for 35 years
· Family owned and operated

• Water Heaters
• Disposals
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets

(410) 647-3030
www.dwyerplumbinginc.com

8377-B Jumpers Hole Road, Millersville, MD 21108

Residential • Commercial
Sales-Service-Installation-Repairs

• Water Main Repairs
• Leaky Faucets & Pipes
• Clogged Drains & Sewer
• Low Water Pressure

Russell R. DwyeR, Inc.
Dwyer Plumbing & Heating

Licensed
& Insured
Backflow
Certified

MD lic 63813

• Backflow Services
• Sinks & Showers
• Frozen Lines
• Big or Small Jobs

Quality since 1957

Quality  workmanship at affordable prices for over 30 years
 EXTERIOR

Siding | Roofing | Windows 
Doors | Concrete | Repair

Additions | Porches and More! 

WJ Hegarty
“SKIP”

INTERIOR
Kitchens | Baths

Drywall | Painting | Plaster
Repair and More!

NO JOB TOO SMALL

ASK ABOUT OUR 
WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE

LICENSED – INSURED 410-721-0633
From our  family to your family for over 30 years

MHIC 
#9961

H O M e  I M P r OV e M e N t S

FREE
Estimates

ERIN BURNS - CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
Tel: 410.994.3091| Cell: 908.358.2552 | Fax: 410.994.3091
Drew.Skibitsky@MWEPartnership.com

JOB
OPPORTUNITY

PAID Benefits 
Counselor

Join us in making a positive impact on employees’ lives 
through effective benefits counseling. Contact us today 

and become an invaluable resource for our team!

This position offers a flexible part-time schedule, 
approximately 20 hours per week. Days and hours 

can be negotiated based on availability.

Contact Drew Skibitsky for more information.

Headquarters are now located at
8370 Veterans Highway Suite 101 

Millersville, MD 21108
www.mwepartnership.com

Warfield & Darrah, P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Paula J. Darrah

Severna Park II, 838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 2, Severna Park, Maryland 21146
(410) 544-1020        www.darrahfamilylaw.com

2023

All Family Law Matters
Divorce ~ Property Division ~ Custody

Alimony ~ Child Support ~ Wills
Estates ~ Protective Order Proceedings

Litigation Appeals ~ Contracts 2023

Voted
Best Lawyer

2020, 2021,
2022, 2023

Offering Free ½ Hour consultation.  Remote Conferencing.
Schedule Yours Today!

Next Step
Realty South

strated its prowess in the real estate 
industry since joining Century 21 in 2019. 
The performance of its team members 
propelled it to the eighth position among 
all Century 21 teams nationwide in 2022. 
Based in Severna Park, Wyble Team has 
sold and settled more than $500 million 
in real estate sales since inception and 
has agents who have built their personal 
brands while collaborating closely to 
ensure mutual success.

In this merger, the formation of the 
Wyble Team will be dissolved. Former 
team leaders Wyble, Lynn Peaper and Joe 
Smith were named as managing part-
ners and co-owners of Next Step Realty 
South. Next Step Realty co-owners James 
Weiskerger and Kelly Schuit have joined 
the ownership group of the new setup.

The group said Next Step Realty 
South’s collective leadership brings 
together a wealth of experience, a deep 
understanding of the market and a 
shared vision for providing exemplary 
service to clients.

For more information, visit www.next-
steprealtymd.com or call 443-901-2200.

have come to trust. Its senior network 
engineers are Microsoft Certified Sys-
tems Engineers (MCSE), which qualifies 
the company to support systems that 
are based on Microsoft Windows and 
Windows Server. In addition to the 
MCSE certification, its engineers also 
hold many other certifications from 
other vendors including CompTIA, Cisco 
and Citrix.

The Goddard School in Millers-
ville ‒ This is a premiere spot for early 
childhood learning, providing excellent 
education and child development, which 
comes from its dedication to holistic 
development and academic preparation. 
The Goddard School in Millersville serves 
ages infant through prekindergarten and 
is the winner of the Educational Excel-
lence Award for two years in a row.

Heartlands Assisted Living at Sever-
na Park ‒ Heartlands Assisted Living 
at Severna Park knows what it takes to 
make you feel at home. You need people 
who are always there for you, ones who 
know just how you take your coffee and 

always say “good morning” with a smile. 
You need dependable care. And you need 
the freedom to do what you love. It is all 
there for you in its beautiful and spacious 
senior living community.

On the first Tuesday of the month, we 
celebrated National Night Out, of which 
the chamber is a sponsor and committee 
member. This annual event takes place 
simultaneously across all 50 states and 
is a community-building campaign that 
promotes police-community camarade-
rie. This year, the event was held at Kind-
er Farm Park and was as popular and 
well-attended as ever with more than 60 
exhibitors, police and fire units, a rescue 
helicopter, and more than 1,000 visitors.

We held two ribbon-cutting celebra-
tions in August. The first was to cele-
brate the official grand opening of The 
PutAway, the largest indoor pickleball 
facility in the county. There were hun-
dreds of attendees, five sponsors and free 
play until closing. Owner Tim Schnupp 
has already amassed a large membership 
base and the facility features beautifully 
groomed courts and a lounge area.

The second ribbon-cutting celebrated 
the 20-year anniversary of Delmarva 
Financial Group. Owner Beau Breeden 
has more than 20 years in the industry 
and many certifications in all areas of 

investing.
Our TGIF Cookout at the chamber 

was generously sponsored by The Lash 
Lounge in Annapolis. This always-fun 
event featured burgers of all kinds and 
an ice-cream bar from Bruster’s Real 
Ice Cream. We will hold an official grand 
opening ribbon-cutting celebration for 
The Lash Lounge on September 21 at 
noon in Annapolis. See the beautiful 
space and treat yourself to some lash and 
brow services!

Our Successful Women in Business 
Committee held its monthly First Cup 
Club coffee at Dockside Dermatology 
in Millersville. Attendees met the two 
dynamic and local young dermatologists 
who own the practice, Stephanie Clem-
ents and Lesley Sutherland, and toured 
the beautiful space.

We are planning our Shop Local Ex-
travaganza, known as Shoptoberfest. The 
event will be held on Saturday, October 
21, from 11:00am–3:00pm in the parking 
lot at severna Park Racquetball and 
Fitness Club in Millersville. There will 
be fun, music, entertainment, shopping, 
trick-or-treating, a costume contest and 
much more! Fun for the whole family.

For more information about the chamber 
and our events, visit www.gspacc.com.

Chamber 
Update
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Molly Maid of Central
Anne Arundel County 410-349-8080

1517 Ritchie Highway, Suite 102, Arnold, MD 21012
www.mollymaid.com

Mosquito squad 877-667-0823

www.mosquitosquad.com

severna Park Kitchen & Bath 443-784-1325

580 Suite C Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spkitchenandbath.com

three Rivers Builders, LLC 410-936-5946

156 Ritchie Highway, Severna, MD 21146
www.threeriversbuilders.com 

truseal Asphalt
Maintenance LLC 443-223-9491

www.truseal-asphalt.com

turf & Landscape Management 410-881-6256

8245 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.turfandlandscapemanagement.com

W.R. Flater General
Contractor 410-544-9117

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.wrflater.com

Food, Drink & Entertainment

Cafe Mezzanotte 410-647-1100

760 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.cafemezzanotte.com

Chick-Fil-A - severna Park 410-647-6232

511 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spcfa.com

Corwell & son Liquors 410-647-9336

170 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.facebook/corwellsonliquors

Donut shack 410-544-0278

497 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

Fishpaws Marketplace 410-647-7363

954 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012
www.fishpawsmarket.com

Garry’s Grill 410-544-0499

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard,
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.garrysgrill.com

Goska’s Liquors 410-647-4041

501 Leelyn Drive, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.goskas.com

Harbour spirits 410-544-6377

527 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.harbourspirits.com

Ledo Pizza – Millersville  410-729-3333

8531 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.ledopizza.com/store/millersville

Ledo Pizza – severna Park 410-544-3344 

552-E Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.ledopizza.com/store/severna-park

Port tack Ltd. Wine & spirits 410-974-0800

1246 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.porttackltd.com

severna Park Lanes 410-647-0811

840 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gobowlingsevernapark.com

severna Park taphouse 410-793-5759

58 W. Earleigh Heights Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparktaphouse.com

Health, Beauty & Fitness 

Brightview senior
Living severna Park 410-220-6858

469 Jumpers Hole Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.brightviewseniorliving.com

Chesapeake Hearing Centers 410-881-0426

580 Ritchie Highway, Suite I, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.helpyourhearing.com

Hearing solutions
Audiology Center 410-672-1244

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.hearsolutions.com

Hospice of the Chesapeake 410-987-2003

90 Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.hospicechesapeake.org

severna Park Racquetball
& Fitness Club 410-987-0980

8514 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.sprfc.com

spring Arbor of severna Park 410-544-7774

838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 3, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.springarborliving.com

uM Baltimore Washington
Medical Center 410-787-4000

301 Hospital Drive, Glen Burnie, MD 21601
www.umms.org/bwmc

Wright orthodontics 410-544-0072

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com

Retail 

Homestead Gardens 410-384-7966

522 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.homesteadgardens.com

savvy Consignment 410-647-1636

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.savvyconsignment.com

side street Framers 410-544-9050

558 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.sidestreetframers.com

services

Arundel Federal 410-544-9600

50 W. McKinsey Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.arundelfederal.com

the Bank of Glen Burnie 410-544-0270

534 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.bofgb.com

the David orso team of
Berkshire Hathaway
Homeservices PenFed Realty 443-372-7171

8 Evergreen Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.davidorso.com

Diggs Law 410-244-1189

8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 302, Millersville, MD 21108
www.diggslaw.com

Eagle title 410-266-3600

181 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Suite 200
Annapolis, MD 21401
www.eagletitle.com

Fellner Legal services 443-906-0117

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.flslawyer.com

Frank & Bill’s Auto
Collision 410-255-3368

3306 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frankandbills.com

Gardiner & Appel 410-647-7777

570 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gardinerappelgroup.com

the Great American
Car Wash 410-544-9009

825 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.thegreatamericancarwash.com

Main street Home Loans 443-254-0381

479 Jumper Hole Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.mainstreethomeloans.com

Melissa Blohm of Long
& Foster Real Estate 410-991-5967

145 Main Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.homesbymelissablohm.com

Moran Insurance 410-544-3422

696 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.moraninsurance.com

ReMax Concierge Realty 443-776-8668

1344 Ashton Road, Suite 105-B
Hanover, MD 21076
www.remax.com/real-estate-offices/
remax-concierge-realty-hanover-md/102270227

severna Park Automotive 410-647-8322

499 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparkautomotive.com

VCA Calvert
Veterinary Center 410-360-7297

4100 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.calvertvet.com
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Jim’s Body shop
410-647-1178

Family Owned & Operated for 45 Years

• All work guaranteed for as 
long as you own the vehicle

• FREE estimates

• We accept all insurance

247 Keedy’s Lane   |   Pasadena, MD
Owner - Jim Keedy   |   Fax 410-647-4231

410-975-0090
www.RutzenEye.com



CAFE MEZZANOTTE

SUNDAY 10.01.23
AT CAFE MEZZANOTTE
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH SEVERNA PARK VOICE

LIVE MUSIC & ARTS FESTIVAL
CAFE MEZZANOTTE AT 760 RITCHIE HWY IN SEVERNA PARK

tickets  and info AT CAFEMEZZ.COM OR SCAN QR to right

LIVE PERFORMANCES BY

LOWER CASE BLUES &

SWEET LEDA
MC’D BY ANDY HALL 

(GRILLED LINCOLNS & S.L.O.P.)

LOCAL BEER, WINES 
AND SPIRITS

LOCAL ICE CREAM 
& SORBET

LIVE ART DEMOS & 
ART GALLERIES

Deb Vincent
Opulenza Designs 
is handcrafted .925 
Sterling Silver jewelry 
with semi precious 
stones and leather.

Side Street Framers
Paul Deremigis Jr.
Jessica Graves

564 Gallery
Sandy Travis Bildahl
Mary Ellen Geissenhainer
Cindy Fletcher Holden
Richard Niewerth
Michael Brown
John Bildahl
Evelyn Brumwell
Christina Young
Carolyn Councell
Brenda Larson

Local by Design
Sheri Ruiz Studio
Resouled 
Merry Mermaid Gourmet
Ophiouridea 
A Touch Of Fancy 
Crazy Ray Glassware
Liz Sork Art
Art C Candles
Sage Vintage
Page Winter Studio
Old Things New 
Restorations by Grace
Mary Bowan Art
Carol Tessier

Benfield Gallery
Kathy Daywalt
Marisa Evangelista
Melissa Gryder
Sarah Wardell
Stacy Lund Levy
Abigail McBride

FESTIVAL 2-6PM       TABLE & LAWN SEATING       $25 PER PERSON
WHOLE PORCHETTA AND OTHER FESTIVAL FOODS SMOKED ON SITE

INDOOR/OUTDOOR EVENT ON THE GRASS AND UNDER THE SUN
PROCEEDS BENEFIT PROVIDENCE OF MARYLAND


