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Hall Of 

Fame 
Part II

By Zach Sparks 
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

I n Purcellville, Virginia, a 
skeleton with an orange bow-
tie, a top hat and a pinstripe 

suit roams a 10-acre property.
Known as the Madhaunter, 

this character is the brainchild 
of Jeff Keiling, who designed 
a haunted attraction that is 
brought to life every October 
with the help of Arnold resident 
Steve Wheatley.

This year’s attraction runs for 
13 nights, mostly on weekends, 
starting October 6.

Madhaunter’s Madhouse 
is not a run-of-the-mill 
haunted house.

“It’s a madhouse of night-
mares,” Wheatley said. “You 
won’t see Freddy Krueger or 
monsters. We created a lot of 
characters you won’t see at other 
haunted houses.”

The variety of characters runs 
the gamut.

“A lot of houses are clown-

Madhouse 
Of 

Horrors

themed or zombie-themed,” 
Keiling said. “Ours has insects, 
murderers and evil stuff. It has 
parts for people with claustro-
phobia. If there is a fear people 
have, we are tapping into it, so 
everyone is included.”

Keiling transitioned from 
pumpkin carver to set creator in 
2005 when he and his wife, Amy, 
opened their Las Vegas home to 
visitors. The front of their house 
gave way to a “graveyard,” with 
tombstones that Keiling hand-
carved from concrete. The couple 
eventually added their garage, 
driveway and hallways to the 
display, recruiting 15 actors for 
the spectacle at its peak.

“It started as a 10-minute 
attraction in front of our house,” 
Keiling said. “We had so many 
people. It was more than we 
could handle.”

Wheatley joined the haunted 
tradition in 2010 after Keiling 
moved to the East Coast.

Together they worked on 

Arnold Resident  
Co-Organizes Attraction 
That Opens October 6

By Zach Sparks 
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

A five-time high school state cham-
pion, a Major League Lacrosse 
All-Star, a coach who nearly went 

undefeated in her career. These are just a 
few members of the Severna Park Athlet-
ic Boosters Hall of Fame class of 2023.

An 11-person committee chose eight 
inductees from a field of 17 candidates 
who were nominated. These individuals 
were honored during a Severna Park 
home football game against Annapolis 
on September 14.

Learn about five Hall of Fame mem-
bers in the second part of the Voice’s 
series.

ROBERT “BOB” FELTS
Class of 1970

•	 Batted .516 with 15 stolen bases 
for Severna Park baseball

•	 Severna Park varsity assistant 
coach from 2005-present (head 
coach during 2012)

•	 Played minor league baseball 
with York White Roses

•	 Helped build stadiums and dug-
outs across Anne Arundel County

»» Continued on page 14

By Mark Patton
mark@severnaparkvoice.com

M cGeady and Samantha Bush-
nell were living a dream script 
last November.

The Severna Park High School gradu-
ates moved back to the area a couple of 
years prior and bought their first home. 

Finding Gifts From Grief 
At The Sweeney Center

»» Continued on page 6

Severna Park residents 
McGeady and 
Samantha Bushnell 
showed memories of 
their son, Miles, at The 
Sweeney Center on 
September 25, 2023.

Credentials

»» Continued on page 10
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By Zach Sparks

W hile many kids and parents 
are getting ready to dress 
up for Halloween, Alicia 

Blake-Hall will don a uniform like the 
one she has worn for 30 years as an 
emergency medical technician.

Blake-Hall was recently recognized 
by the National Registry of Emer-
gency Medical Technicians for three 
consecutive decades of emergency 
medical service (EMS) certification. 
To maintain her status as a nationally 
registered EMT, she had to complete 
a recertification program on a bien-
nial basis.

She was nationally registered as an 
EMT in 1993 and has been serving the 
Arnold Volunteer Fire Department 
for 15 years.

“This is family, hands down,” 
she said of the Arnold fire depart-
ment. “It’s a very small station, but 
we’re mighty.”

Prior to joining the Arnold unit, 
she spent eight years in Pasadena and 
seven in Prince George’s County.

Life at the Arnold station has been 
relatively calm compared to Prince 
Goerge’s County, where she responded 
to many calls stemming from traffic 
accidents.

“There was much more blood and 
guts in PG County,” she said.

Blake-Hall took a circuitous route 
to that position after graduating 
from the University of Maryland as a 

dietician.
“We tell a heart attack patient to 

eat low salt …  but what happened to 
make you have the heart attack medi-
cally?” she said, citing one example of 
the health issues she examined.

Combine that dietician experience 
with training as a certified diabetes 
education specialist and insulin pump 
and continuous glucose monitor 
(CGM) product trainer and she has a 

unique clinical background.
“All these things made me a uni-

corn,” she said.
Blake-Hall has worked in hospitals 

and helped adult day care facilities 
develop menus. She also started Eat 
Healthy to B-Healthy, a mobile service 
specializing in diabetes education.

She feels fortunate to be part of the 
Arnold Volunteer Fire Department, 
which pays nurses and paramedics, 
and encourages continuing education. 
She advanced her education with a 
degree in nursing from Anne Arundel 
Community College in 2020.

“Most stations don’t say, ‘You 
should go back to school,’ [like Arnold 
Volunteer Fire Department does],” 
she said. “There’s no drama here. It’s 
professional.”

Professionalism is a trait that fellow 
volunteers admire about Blake-Hall.

“Alicia dedicates her life to her 
daughters and shares her time with 
the community,” said Debra Hopkins, 
an officer with Arnold Volunteer Fire 
Department. “She is knowledgeable, 
smart, funny and, above all, compas-
sionate. She selflessly gives her time to 
help others.

“When she isn’t running calls with 
the Arnold Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, she is educating others. She 
teaches CPR and provides one-on-one 
diabetes and nutrition counseling. 
Any community would be blessed to 
have her. We got lucky.”
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Margueritte Mills - Volunteer Of The Month
Every month, the Voice recognizes the good work of a local volunteer to 
honor Voice founder and lifelong Severna Park resident Margueritte Mills.

The Margueritte Mills Volunteer of the Month is proudly sponsored by Heidler Plumbing.

Arnold EMT Recognized For 30 Years Of Service

After stints in Prince George’s 
County and Pasadena, Alicia 
Blake-Hall came to the Arnold 
Volunteer Fire Department.

T he interest 
rates of 
the last 

decade have 
been the great-
est incentive 
ever offered to 
homeowners. 
The stimulus of 
low interest rates 
worked effec-
tively to make 
affordability 

of homes an incentive to homebuyers. 
Sales of homes in Anne Arundel County 
soared for four years in a row with more 
than 10,000 homes sold per year.

To put that into perspective, there has 
never been a year in recorded history 
where that has occurred, and the 25-
year average in Anne Arundel County 
for homes sold is 7,500. We have seen 
record-breaking sales, high demand from 
buyers, and the average sales price rising 
by 20% per year.

Most homebuyers in the greater 
Severna Park area are move-up buyers, 
which means they live locally and are 

purchasing a home that is more expen-
sive than the one they currently reside 
in. The lower interest rates afforded 
them the ability to trade up in house 
for a similar payment. This mathemat-
ical reality, combined with increased 
work-from-home scenarios, has pushed 
more buyers into a price range they had 
never dreamed of. Affordability creat-
ed movement, and movement created 
record-breaking sales. There is no magic 
marketing formula or new employer in 
town to explain the explosion of values. 
This is easily explained by the pay-
ment-driven society we live in.

But there was an unintended conse-
quence to these incredible rates. Once 
you get a 3% mortgage rate, you never 
want to give it up. It is common to think 
interest rates are all about homebuyers, 
but what about all the homeowners who 
refinanced and now have a spectacular 
rate and payment? Those are the sellers 
who are saying they would love to list 
their home because of its worth, but 
they don’t want to buy a house with a 7% 
interest rate.

The rates have caused a stagnation 

in sellers willing to list and make their 
move. To quantify this phenomenon of 
sellers clutching onto their interest rate, 
new listings are down 44% in Sever-
na Park in 2023 versus 2022. Without 
listings, we are seeing sales dip in direct 
correlation to the anemic listing stats.

The low interest rates were an in-
centive-based marketplace. An incen-
tive-based market is when there is an 
increased amount of buying and selling 
because of a stimulating factor like a 
liquidation event. We have fully transi-
tioned into a need-based marketplace 
where only the sellers who need to sell 
will list their home and only buyers who 
need to buy will do it. The backdrop for 
residential real estate has always been 
driven by the need for state change 
such as job relocation, marital changes, 
families growing, downsizing and other 
factors that we call life.

Life happens and normal buying and 
selling will occur, but in my opinion, 
the days of incentive-based movement 
are over. The fundamentals of a normal 
market are to rely simply on the simplest 
economic factor: supply and demand.

The Unintended Consequence Of  
Low Interest Rates

David Orso
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YOUR HEARING GOALS MATTER TO US

Severna Park • 650 Ritchie Hwy, Ste 104    
Annapolis, Columbia, North Bethesda,  
Easton, Kent Island, Salisbury, Ocean Pines

— Dr. Allison Holtz-Caspar

410.695.6246
Call today to schedule your hearing consultation!

At Chesapeake Hearing Centers, we see the difference improved 
hearing makes every day. We love watching patients react with joy to a 
loved one’s voice and being part of the milestones people experience 
along their better-hearing journeys. We take great pride in helping 
people reach their communication goals. We’d love to help you!

All trade-ins are accepted regardless of where they  
were purchased. Good towards the purchase of an AGX5,  

7, or 9 two-device hearing system. Offer cannot be  
combined with any other promotional discount.

Expires 10/31/23.

$500
Trade-Up Allowance or New-User Credit  
Towards New Bundled Hearing Devices

HelpYourHearing.com    

Dr. Allison Holtz-Caspar 
Au.D., CCC-A 

Mariya Hutto 
Hearing Aid Dispenser,  

Co-Owner

CHESAPEAKE
HEARING

October 16–20

Join us at our 

BETTER HEARING EVENT

By Kevin Murnane

A n idea in 1993 to help local 
seniors stay independent has 
morphed into a vital program, 

Partners In Care, that allows thou-
sands of area residents to remain in 
their homes.

Thirty years ago, three friends 
from Severna Park — Sandy Jackson, 
along with sisters Barbara Huston and 
Maureen Cavaiola — were in different 
graduate school programs and wanted 
to develop a way to help seniors stay in 
their homes.

“We went to the county’s Department 
of Aging, and they said that transporta-
tion was the biggest need in the senior 
community,” Jackson said. “Seniors 
really needed help going to their doc-
tor’s appointments, grocery stores and 
picking up prescriptions.”

With that guidance, the trio went to 
work on writing grants for funding as 
well as locating a site they could secure 
as their headquarters.

“We sent out 10 grant proposals, and 
the France Merrick Foundation gave us 
a $50,000 grant over three years and 
that was a major milestone to develop 
the program,” Jackson said.

The start-up project still needed 
multiple components, but its priority 
was a local company to partner with in 
its development and outreach to the 
community.

“One of my neighbors in Whitehurst 
was Jim Walker, who was then the chief 
executive director of North Arundel 
Hospital,” said Jackson, referring to 
the hospital that is now University of 

Maryland Baltimore Washington Med-
ical Center. “He went to his board of 
directors, and they agreed to match the 
grant with an in-kind donation which 
included office space and great support 
from the information technology staff 
as well as the public relations and mar-
keting team.”

Another Whitehurst neighbor of 
Jackson’s was Bill Englemeyer, who was 
the hospital’s information technology 
director. He assisted with databases and 
computer systems. The hospital’s public 
relations director created the name 
of the program and helped design the 
logo and collateral package that is still 
used today.

The new program, dubbed Partners 
In Care, had to concentrate next on 
recruiting volunteers to provide these 
services to enable seniors to stay in 
their homes.

Partners In Care promoted a service 
exchange plan to entice area residents. 
The plan asks volunteers to provide 
community service hours in exchange 
for those services being provided to 
them when and if they are needed.

“Everyone has some skill to give back 
to the community,” Huston said. “Our 
volunteers provide an array of services 
from driving seniors to their appoint-
ments, to handyman services, to work-
ing in our boutique.”

Partners In Care currently has more 
than 2,600 members and volunteers, 
with Huston estimating that about 400 
to 500 steady volunteers participate.

The program has expanded over 
the years to include a wellness-check 
program, which has volunteers calling 
seniors who may live alone to see if they 
need anything, and a birthday card proj-
ect that has volunteers sending cards 
so that members get a warm greeting 
on their birthday. Partners In Care 
also added a veterans helping veterans 
entity as well as an upscale boutique 
on Ritchie Highway in Pasadena. The 
boutique’s revenue provides nearly 50% 
of its budget that complements their 
continuous fundraising efforts.

A major addition was given to 
Partners In Care when North Arundel 
Hospital purchased its first mobility 
van from the proceeds of one of its golf 
tournaments.

“That really helped us meet the needs 
of seniors who were wheelchair bound 
as well as their family members who 
had to be with them for doctor visits 
and eye appointments,” Jackson said.

Huston turned over the CEO reins 
to Mandy Arnold six years ago after 
spending a year with Arnold on the 
transition to ensure the program’s orig-
inal principles were carried on.

“We all brought different skills when 
we started this program,” Huston 
said. “It was fortuitous for us to find 
one another, and we were able to be 
part of someone’s life in a positive way 
and to help thousands of seniors stay 
independent.”

Turning 30: Partners In Care Helps Aging Residents Be Independent

Founding member Sandy Jackson (left) of Severna Park viewed the latest display 
at Partners In Care Upscale Boutique with finance manager Terry Riddle.
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McGeady Bushnell was finishing his 
master’s degree and preparing to join the 
civilian workforce as the conclusion of 
his stint as a Naval officer was nearing 
an end. Samantha Bushnell was busy 
with her trifecta of roles as working 
business logistics for an internation-
al moving company, doing freelance 
American Sign Language interpretation, 
and coaching field hockey and lacrosse at 
Severn School.

Samantha Bushnell was also pregnant, 
and bloodwork in the first trimester 
revealed the couple’s son had complete 
Trisomy 18, a rare chromosomal abnor-
mality with a high mortality rate. They 
were handed a card of somebody who 
could help them — Heather Silver, the 
founder and president of The Sweeney 
Center, based in Arnold.

“We were living in this, what to us felt 
like, a living nightmare, and we didn’t 
know how to navigate anything,” Saman-
tha Bushnell said.

The Bushnell family kept hearing Sil-
ver’s name brought up in those first days 
following the diagnosis, and they went to 
The Sweeney Center, which is composed 
of SilverLeaf Counseling and SilverLeaf 
Kids. The center also operates the Bill 
Sweeney Perinatal Care Fund and is the 
only dedicated and specialized practice 
for perinatal palliative care in Maryland.

Silver’s motivations to help parents 
and kids are an example of a phrase 
that comes up often in her circle — gifts 
from grief.

“All of my children are rainbow babies, 
which means a baby born after a loss,” 
said Silver, who has had 11 pregnancies 
and three biological children, including 
her youngest son, who is a surviving 
twin, like his mother. “The weird, twisted 
mind bend that happens when you look 
at your family and think, if one of my 
prayers had been answered to keep one of 
those babies, I would not have my family.”

So, it’s no surprise that she decided 
not to pursue her thoughts of being an 
attorney but shifted gears to focus on 
social work instead. A choice that paid off 
as, among other recognitions, she was the 
2021 recipient of the Innovation in Social 
Work Award from her alma mater, the 
University of Maryland.

“I wanted to make sure that every 
mom has the choices that I didn’t get the 
first time, because I hadn’t realized how 
much I had not grieved or even thought 
about them as babies,” Silver said. “They 
were called fetuses and tissue and things 
like that.”

An important father figure and mentor 
to Silver, and the namesake of the center 
that she founded, also had a part. After 
being laid off at the Hospice of the Chesa-
peake, Silver wasn’t sure her private prac-
tice could go ahead.

“This is something 
that you need to be 
doing; you have to do 
this for the commu-
nity. They need you. 
They need us. We are 
their layers of sup-
port,” Silver recalled 
the late Dr. William 
“Bill” Sweeney, a for-
mer perinatologist at 
Luminis Health Anne 
Arundel Medical Cen-
ter, telling her that 
same night.

Silver, who now has 
four perinatal specialists at The Swee-
ney Center, along with a diverse set of 
other staff, stresses that parents facing 
a difficult diagnosis should seek services 
right away.

“The human brain can only take so 
much, and when it receives traumatic 
news, your brain can’t function properly 
for two weeks,” said Silver, noting that 
those 14 days are often the timeframe 
patients have to make difficult decisions 
such as carrying to term or terminating a 
pregnancy.

Silver can not only guide patients 
through familiar ground in therapy but 
she’s also at the hospital with the pa-
tients, texting, coordinating proper nurse 
coverage and taking care of the bureau-
cratic side of health care that grieving or 
stressed patients may not be up for.

“As soon as you find out the diagnosis, 
that’s all you’re thinking about,” McGeady 
Bushnell said. “As a couple, you’re in this 
dark cloud, and then you’re in your own 
dark cloud, but I think what coming here 
does is Heather provided us with so many 
different resources that we didn’t have 

the mental capacity to even think about.”
McGeady Bushnell also revisited his 

past with Silver. The former surface 
warfare officer, one of 10 children in 
his family, lost a sister to sudden infant 
death syndrome in 2004. At the time, 
as the oldest son, he felt he had to put 
up a guard. 

“I think probably a lot of husbands 
or fathers in situations, whether it’s a 
miscarriage, or a stillbirth, or you lose a 
child early on, you just put up blockers,” 

McGeady Bushnell 
said. “I think maybe 
those are some of the 
things that lead to 
issues personally or 
within a marriage.”

Silver equips 
patients with bumper 
sticker phrases that 
are ready responses 
to questions from 
others that can be 
awkward to respond 
to, such as not seeing 
somebody for five 
months and they ask 
about the baby.

“It’s a weird thing, so being able to nav-
igate that, especially with Heather’s help, 
it’s huge,” McGeady Bushnell said.

Heather Silver’s daughter, Morgan, is a 
sophomore at Penn State University. She’s 
also a double rainbow baby.

“I think I mostly felt lucky,” Morgan 
Silver recalled. “I felt very blessed that I 
was the one who made it.”

Morgan Silver said her mother is the 
strongest person she knows and one 
of her future ambitions, serving with 
a mobile crisis team, reflects admira-
tion for her.

“My mom worked in mobile crisis, 
and I want to do the same thing,” said 
Morgan Silver, who also has an interest in 
criminology.

Morgan Silver spoke at last year’s Bill 
Sweeney charity gala event where she 
informed the crowd, from a sibling’s 
perspective, on parents including kids in 
the bereavement process.

“It gives kids building blocks for 
healthy grief,” said Heather Silver.

Morgan Silver talked about her sis-
ter, Sloane.

“If she were alive, my brother would 
not be alive,” said the college student who 
stressed the ability to celebrate the sib-
lings no longer physically here, while also 
acknowledging the gift they created.

Miles McGeady Bushnell was delivered 
on March 28, 2023, after five months 
of gestation. He was stillborn. Heather 
Silver’s advocacy and knowledge helped 
ensure the parents of top-notch care, and 
they got to hold and meet baby Miles.

“It made a little bit of lightness in all of 
the darkness we were living in,” Saman-
tha Bushnell said.

A week after Miles was delivered, Mc-
Geady knew he had to do something and 
interned at a private equity firm for six 
months. But he couldn’t shake the knowl-
edge he learned about the human heart 
from studying some of Miles’ ventricle 
complications, and he now serves as a 
cardiac ablation specialist with a medical 
device company where he has opportu-
nities to serve alongside pediatric heart 
surgeons in the operating room.

“His job is his gift from grief,” 
Silver said.

Samantha Bushnell is not discounting 
a rainbow baby of their own.

“We’re hoping to grow our fami-
ly,” she said.

October is Pregnancy and Infant Loss 
Awareness Month, and the Bushnell fam-
ily will be speakers at this year’s annual 
Bill Sweeney charity gala on October 7 at 
the Blackwell Barn & Lodge in Gambrills.

Heather Silver stressed the need for 
community support for the Sweeney 
Center so they can add more personnel, 
among other things, to assist more par-
ents and siblings, whether it’s by dona-
tions, sponsorships or through volunteer-
ing in various programs. The center does 
not turn anybody away for an inability to 
pay or being underinsured.

“When you lose your pregnancy, you’re 
losing your future, not your past,” Heath-
er Silver said. “It’s such a different grief.”

More information on the charity and 
center is available at www.billsweeney-
charity.org.

“It’s not a community you ever wish to 
be a part of, but we’re glad that we have 
the people that we have in our commu-
nity that have gone through something 
similar,” Samantha Bushnell said.

Finding Gifts From Grief At The Sweeney Center
»» Continued from page 1

H alloween and Oktoberfest 
will come together during 
the Greater Severna Park and 

Arnold Chamber of Commerce’s shop 
local festival on October 21 from 
11:00am-3:00pm. Dubbed Shopto-
berfest, the event will make its first 
appearance at Severna Park Racquet-
ball & Fitness Club in Millersville after 
several years in the Park Plaza shop-
ping center.

A free, family-oriented event, Shop-
toberfest will feature music, shopping 
opportunities, trick-or-treating, a 
costume contest and other activities. 
To learn more about Shoptoberfest, 
visit www.web.gspacc.com.

Shoptoberfest Returns 
With A Twist

“The weird, twisted mind 
bend that happens when 
you look at your family and 
think, if one of my prayers 
had been answered to keep 
one of those babies, I would 
not have my family.”

—— Heather Silver 
founder and president 
of The Sweeney Center
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SECURE YOUR WATERFRONT ESCAPE

with Maryland’s #1 Waterfront Realtor

CALL BRAD TODAY TO MAKE YOUR MOVE
Brad Kappel  m +410.279.9476  |  bkappel@ttrsir.com  |  BradKappel.com
Annapolis Brokerage 209 Main Street, Annapolis, MD  |  410.280.5600

168 West Lake Drive
Offered at $4,995,000

100 Chesapeake Avenue
Offered at $1,950,000

3890 Greenmeadow Lane
Offered at $1,275,000

1012 Bay Ridge Avenue
Offered at $1,270,000

1604 Winchester Road
Offered at $19,995,000

357 Overlook Trail
Offered at $1,488,000

2902 Good Luck Lane
Offered at $1,195,000

1611 Whitehall Road
Offered at $2,985,000

1524 Cedar Lane Farm Road
Offered at $6,995,000
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local 
expertise 
you can trust

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co & affiliates: 2775 Sanders 
Rd Northbrook IL 60062. © 2021 Allstate Insurance Co.
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Voted Best Insurance Agent by the readers 
of the Severna Park Voice.

Alex Schwab
410-255-3200
517 Benfield Road Suite 202
Severna Park
aschwab@allstate.com

You love living in Severna Park as much as I 
do. But, are you doing everything you can to 
protect the life you’ve built here? As your local 
Allstate Agent, I can help you make informed 
decisions to help ensure that everything 
you love is well protected. Contact me to 
get covered.
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By Steven Jacobs 
Student Intern

T he Anne Arundel County De-
partment of Public Works has 
completed a traffic study for a 

4.8-mile stretch from the end of Ritchie 
Highway to Cape St. Claire Road. Those 
findings for the Major Intersections/
Important Facilities Study (MIIF) 
were shared on September 19 during 
a community meeting at Broadneck 
High School.

Data in the study included the 16 
intersections of College Parkway. The 
Bay Dale Drive intersection totaled 59 
crashes in the summer and fall of 2022 
combined, with two of them being 
pedestrian/bike crashes.

In summer 2022, the west of Jones 
Station Road intersection accumulated 
around 22,500 vehicles per day, while 
east of Jones Station Road accumu-
lated around 22,200. In fall 2022, the 
intersection west of Jones Station Road 
accumulated around 30,000 vehicles per 
day, while east of Jones Station Road 
accumulated around 23,800.

This traffic study monitored the 
seasonal congestion and trip diversions 
from Maryland Route 2 and U.S. 50 
heading into College Parkway, and the 
recommended mitigation measures to 
reduce multi-modal crash risk. This 
collaboration was completed with help 
from the Maryland Department of 
Transportation and consultation by A. 
Morton Thomas and Associates Inc.

The meeting consisted mostly of 
residents of the Broadneck peninsula, 

as well as members of the Anne Arundel 
County Department of Public Works. 
Led by project manager Adam Green-
stein, the meeting provided possible 
solutions to the issues presented in the 
traffic study, and answered questions 
from residents who were eager to hear 
ideas that will make College Park-
way a safer drive for everyone in the 
community.

“Today we just 
really wanted to go 
over some updates 
of what we have 
done since we last 
met,” Greenstein 
said. “… Present 
the key findings we 
have discovered that 
would pertain to the public, updates on 
some recommendations, and just a little 
bit more detail on everything so that 
the general public today can be trans-
parent on what’s currently happening 
and still in the works regarding how to 
fix the issues present in the study.”

With the study, the Department of 
Public Works and the Maryland Depart-
ment of Transportation are addressing 
the inability of pedestrians to safely 
walk or bike on College Parkway. The 
short-term (zero to five years) solution 
is the implementation of Broadneck 
Trail additions, which will span from 
Peninsula Farm Road to Bay Dale Drive. 
That phase of the trail is currently un-
der construction and will immediately 
combat the high pedestrian crossing 
volume issue.

A new pedestrian crosswalk will 
allow for safe crossing across Shore 
Acres Road to limit any more problems 
that may arise getting back onto the 
Broadneck Trail.

Another cause of the constant 
traffic during peak and rush hours is 
the insufficient green time given by 
traffic signals on Jones Station Road 

and Shore Acres Road. 
The long turn queues, 
as well as long de-
lays, force seasonal 
congestion on Col-
lege Parkway.

The Department of 
Public Works’ short-
term solution to this 
issue is new traffic 

signal equipment at Jones Station 
Road, Shore Acres Road and Bay Dale 
Drive intersections. They will also 
provide upgrades to the signal phasing/
timing at those intersections, as well 
as upgrades at Bellerive Road, Green 
Holly Drive, and College Drive/Anne 
Arundel Community College Road off 
of Ritchie Highway.

A detailed map outlining all of these 
implementations with labeling and a 
display key can be found on the county 
website. The collaboration team also 
created a PowerPoint presentation 
detailing all of the issues found in the 
study, as well as their ideas for improve-
ment found on the Anne Arundel Coun-
ty Department of Public Works website.

The total budget cost for the proposed 
plans is $166,292.

College Parkway Traffic Study Offers Safety Plans

M embers of the community will 
gather at St. Martin’s-in-the-
Field on October 8 at 11:15am 

for a one-mile walk aimed at raising 
awareness about mental health and 
reducing the stigma associated with 
mental health conditions.

This initiative is organized by the 
Severna Park-based church and will 
benefit NAMI Anne Arundel County, an 
organization dedicated to improving the 
lives of those affected by mental illness.

Organizers believe mental health has 
long been a topic that carries miscon-
ceptions and stigma, causing many 
individuals to suffer in silence. The 
upcoming walk is a step toward chang-
ing that narrative. Community members 
are joining together to create a more 
compassionate and understanding en-
vironment for those living with mental 
health symptoms.

NAMI Anne Arundel County, the ben-
eficiary of this event, has free programs 
and resources that have offered support 
to individuals and families dealing 
with mental health challenges. The 
funds raised from this walk will further 
strengthen NAMI’s mission to provide 
education, support and advocacy.

All members of the community are 
invited to join the walk. All donations 
will benefit NAMI Anne Arundel County.

St. Martin’s 
Plans Mental 
Health Walk

	 The Bay Dale Drive 
intersection totaled 
59 crashes in the 
summer and fall of 
2022 combined.
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By Mark Patton
mark@severnaparkvoice.com

B efore she added the titles of doctor 
and professor in front of her name, 
Susan Lamont had a transforma-

tive moment after finishing her under-
graduate studies.

At the time, saving the rainforests 
was a slogan that was on the lips of most 
young adults, including Lamont. She 
joined the Peace Corps and went to the 
Philippines to work with farmers doing 
agriculture in poor soil.

“It’s much more complicated than 
I thought,” Lamont recalled thinking 
about that slogan and the reality of 
effecting change.

After going back to school to study the 
issue, a trip to the Peruvian Amazon to 
work with the indigenous population to 
research and study how they interacted 
with the rainforest changed her thoughts 
on how to make a positive environmen-
tal impact.

As part of the study, Lamont also 
had to teach.

“As soon as I started teaching, I was 
like, ‘Oh, this is how you make a differ-
ence,’” she said.

On October 10, Lamont will become 
the recipient of the 2023 Jan Hollmann 
Environmental Education Award during 
a ceremony at the Arlington Echo 
Outdoor Education Center in Millers-
ville. Lamont, a Kent Island resident, is 
a biology professor at the Arnold-based 
Anne Arundel Community College, or 
AACC, a school that she’s been with for 
21 years. She currently teaches botany, 

plant taxonomy 
and ecology.

In what could 
arguably be the best 
compliment an ed-
ucator can receive, 
she was nominated 
for the award by 
former AACC stu-
dent Evann Magee.

“Dr. Lamont has 
been a key factor 
in my career in 
environmental sci-
ence,” said Magee, 
who now works for 
Scenic Rivers Land 
Trust, steward-
ing conservation 
easements. “She 
taught me so many 
amazing things 
about the natural world, and even though 
she could be anywhere in the world doing 
research in some exotic place, she choos-
es to educate the next generation.”

The Jan Hollmann Environmental 
Education Award was established in 1994 
and is an annual award that provides 
recognition to an individual or organi-
zation that has been especially effective 
in achieving environmental education in 
Anne Arundel County.

Lamont’s students at AACC have 
opportunities to be part of research 
projects that she conducts each year in 
Corcoran Woods Experimental Forest at 
Sandy Point State Park. During the fall, 
her students can study the effectiveness 

of invasive species 
removal that was 
undertaken by the 
Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural 
Resources in 2015. 
In the spring, she 
leads students in 
monitoring biota 
and water chemis-
try in vernal pools.

“The thing that 
inspires me the 
most is to get 
students out in 
nature that haven’t 
experienced it, 
that sometimes are 
afraid,” Lamont 
said. “To see them 
so comfortable, to 
see them in awe 

of nature for the first time, to really 
observe. That, to me, is the best because 
that changes people’s lives too.”

Sally Hornor was the recipient of the 
environmental award in 2003, so it’s 
fitting that the person who considers 
Hornor a mentor would receive the same 
award 20 years later. Hornor current-
ly serves as the vice president of the 
Magothy River Association and served 
on the search committee that brought 
Lamont to AACC.

“We can provide a field experience that 
students in a four-year college may not 
get until their junior and senior years,” 
said Hornor, who retired from teach-
ing in 2015.

Magee, who currently resides in Wash-
ington, D.C., said Lamont’s ecological 
principles and environmental assessment 
course changed his life.

“She treated students like adults in the 
real world,” Magee said. “We conducted 
scientific research in multiple envi-
ronments and wrote scientific journal 
articles for assignments.”

Lamont is familiar with the grounds 
where she’ll receive her recognition. She 
spent time at Arlington Echo Outdoor 
Education Center while she went through 
the Watershed Stewards Academy, whose 
mission is “to train and mobilize commu-
nity leaders to drive change for sustain-
able landscapes and clean waters.”

“That gave me a lot of tools, educa-
tional support,” Lamont said. “I connect 
people in the community that want prob-
lems solved with what I’m doing with my 
students.”

Lamont said she’s humbled by the 
recognition.

“To be recognized for Jan Hollmann, 
who left such a legacy and had such a pos-
itive impact, I mean that’s a huge honor,” 
Lamont said. “I’m very humbled by that.”

Hornor hopes it drives Lamont to con-
tinue her passion.

“[I am hoping it makes her] feel a little 
more empowered to continue with this 
philosophy of helping her students learn 
skills and ecology in a way that they can 
carry on with them,” Hornor said.

To RSVP for the October 10 ceremony, 
which runs from 6:00pm to 8:00pm and 
is open to all, visit www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0e45a9ae2aa5f85-janhollmann1.

AACC Professor Tapped For Environmental Award

On October 10, Susan Lamont will 
become the recipient of the 2023 
Jan Hollmann Environmental 
Education Award during a ceremony 
at the Arlington Echo Outdoor 
Education Center in Millersville.
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Welcome To The Severna Park Athletic Hall Of Fame: Part II

Robert “Bob” Felts played only seven 
or eight games in center field during 
the early history of Severna Park High 
School baseball, but those were enough 
to make an impression.

“We used to play sandlot ball in 
Hollywood on the Severn, behind 
Millhausen’s Tavern,” he said. “Back 
in those days, there was not anything 
to do other than fishing, crabbing and 
playing sports.”

Following his Falcons’ playing career, 
he tried out for the Hearst All-Stars — 
now known as the Brooks Robinson 
All-Stars — which played at Memorial 
Stadium and featured the best players 
from Maryland, Virginia and Delaware.

He then went to the York White Roses, 
an affiliate of the Washington Senators, 
which later became the Texas Rangers.

His passion for the game never wa-
vered. He was selected to lead Severna 
Park as the varsity baseball coach in 
2012 after serving as a longtime assis-
tant coach with Jim McCandless, who 
died earlier that year. McCandless had 
been the head coach for 12 years.

“One of the biggest things I have ever 
done was helping these kids through 
that tragedy,” Felts said.

As a building contractor, Felts has 
helped construct many dugouts, press 
boxes and facilities throughout Anne 
Arundel County, including Joe Cannon 
Stadium in Hanover.

For a man who married his high 
school sweetheart and just did what he 
loved for a living, the Severna Park Hall 
of Fame recognition came as a surprise.

“I haven’t done anything that anyone 
else wouldn’t do,” he said, before reflect-
ing on the honor. “There are a little bit of 
emotions. It’s just cool.”

ERIN WYLDE KINDY
Class of 1994
Erin Wylde Kindy started playing 

sports in fourth grade, following in the 
footsteps of her sister, Amy, who was 
inducted into the Severna Park Hall of 
Fame in 2011.

“It’s fun for the community to bring 
this back,” Kindy said. “Those were 
great days.”

Most of all, she values the friendships 
she made at Severna Park High School.

“I’m very close with my lacrosse 
teammates from high school,” she said. 
“Working with people when you have 
the same views on everything, it carries 
into everyday life.”

When reflecting on what helped her 

excel as an athlete, she pondered the 
challenge of always pushing her body to 
reach the next level. She would tell cur-
rent athletes that determination applies 
not only to sports.

“I think working hard in class is No. 1 
when you have sports … keep working 
hard and it all pays off in the end,” she 
said. “There’s lots of lessons.”

BECKY SHANK MOLLOT
Class of 1996
Although Becky Shank Mollot played 

soccer, softball and basketball as a kid, 
field hockey was always her top sport.

“I caught on quickly because it was a 
lot like basketball,” she said. “The way 
you set up your offense, play defense, 
pick and rolls, draw and dump. Scor-
ing in transition. You play on the 
same angles.”

She always loved the camaraderie and 
the competitive nature of sports.

“You have a purpose; you have a 
goal,” she said.

That purpose led her to four consecu-
tive county, region and state titles as a 
member of the Falcons.

She also won a title at the University 
of Maryland, but her athletic experience 
was not all fun. She tore her ACL twice, 
once in high school and once in college.

“Her athletic career at Maryland is a 
story of courage and determination,” 
said Mollot’s mom, Maggie, who nomi-
nated her for the award. “It was marked 
by pure grit, and more grit, as she 
battled back from two season-ending 
injuries and overcame adversity when 
many athletes would have given up, to 
regain her starting position on the field.”

That’s not all she learned during her 
time at Severna Park and the University 
of Maryland. She has fond memories 
that she can share with her daughters.

“Most of the lessons I had in life, I can 
translate to something I did or expe-
rienced at Severna Park High School,” 
she said. “Resilience from overcoming 
injuries. Coaching, it’s there to build 
you up and make you stronger. And 
being a team.

“My family is my team,” she said. 
“People I work with are my team. It’s 
an investment, and you can be part of a 
team in every facet of life.”

JIM LEDSOME
Class of 2004
For Jim Ledsome, the most humbling 

aspect of the Hall of Fame honor was be-
ing nominated by a peer, former Severna 
Park point guard Danny Reagan.

“We weren’t the most talented team 
— I can guarantee you that — but we 
were hardworking,” Ledsome said of his 
team, which won a county champion-
ship in 2004. “We had a very powerful 
defense. It wasn’t about scoring a bunch 
of points. We basically had a team of 
hard workers who played fundamen-
tal defense.”

That was precisely the style of basket-
ball Ledsome admired.

“Rebounding, outhustling people for a 
ball on the court,” he said when explain-
ing his style. “I’m not going to come 
down and shoot 3s, but I’m 6-foot-8 with 
a 40-inch vertical.”

Following his days at Severna Park, 
Ledsome redshirted at the University of 
Nebraska and transferred to Delaware 
after two seasons to round out his play-
ing career.

Now that his playing days are over, he 
enjoys being a father to his 8-year-old 
son and 12-year-old daughter, and coach-
ing Green Hornets athletes.

Ledsome credited former North Coun-
ty coach Mike Francis and the Amateur 
Athletic Union organization, along with 
former Severna Park head coach Paul 
Pellicani and current head coach Pete 
Young, for developing him as a player.

Young attended the ceremony. So did 
Ledsome’s father, a Severna Park High 
graduate who attended all of his son’s 
games, and Ledsome’s wife, who came 
to his games when the couple dated in 
high school.

“It was pretty neat to have that bas-
ketball community come out 19 years 
later,” Ledsome said. 

KATHIE ZINGLER
Coach through 2011
Kathie Zingler lost one match her first 

year and then went undefeated until she 
stepped down as coach seven years later.

Tyler Deitrick cited his experience as a 
player for Zingler when nominating her 
for the honor. Her impact, Deitrick said, 
was about more than wins and county 
championships.

“Coach Zingler taught me and many 
other student-athletes about mental 
toughness, perseverance, sportsmanship 
and respect,” Deitrich wrote on a nom-
ination form. “Without a doubt, coach 
Zinger helped shape me and many oth-
ers into the individuals we are today.”

Zinger died in 2020 after a long battle 
with cancer.

Read the full story at  
www.severnaparkvoice.com

»» Continued from page 1

Bob Felts is a longtime assistant 
coach for the Severna Park High 
School varsity baseball team.

Jim Ledsome enjoyed the ceremony 
with his father, Roger Ledsome, a 
Severna Park class of 1973 graduate.

Although Becky Mollot played soc-
cer, softball and basketball as a kid, 
field hockey was always her top sport.

Kathie Zingler lost one match her 
first year and then went undefeated 
for seven years later.

High School Soccer
•	 State champion during 

freshman season
•	 As a senior, finished with her 

team as state runner-up. She 
made All-County first-team, and 
All-State second-team

High School Lacrosse
•	 Won three state championships
•	 Three years as first-team 

All-County, first-team All-Metro 
and first-team All-American

•	 First-team high school 
All-American

High School Indoor Track
•	 State champion in 

4x800-meter relay
Loyola Lacrosse
•	 First team All-American and 

team captain in 1998

Credentials - Erin Kindy

•	 Played on Severna Park  
basketball’s first county  
championship team

•	 Capital Gazette All-
Star game MVP

•	 First-team All-County 2004
•	 Averaged about 14 points and 

seven blocks per game as a senior

Credentials - Jim Ledsome

High School Lacrosse
•	 County, region and state cham-

pion in 1993
•	 Two-time honorable mention 

All-American in 1994 and 1995
•	 First-team All-County  in 1996
High School Field Hockey
•	 Led field hockey team to four 

consecutive county, region and 
state championships

•	 Helped guide field hockey to 16-0 
record three consecutive years

University of 
Maryland Lacrosse
•	 National champion in 1997
•	 Earned the President’s Cup Award 

for academic achievement by an 
athlete in 1999 and 2000

Coach
•	 Coach for Maryland United Lax

Credentials - Becky Mollot
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Proudly Serving the Severna Park Community and our Guests for over 35 Years!2023

• Samples and Goodie 
 Bags
• Beauty Basket Raffles 
 $5.00 Chances

Follow Us

Celebrating 35 Years!
Join Us For Our Anniversary Open House

October 15th from 3pm-5pm

Voted – Best Spa • Best Barber Shop • Best Hair Salon

Retail and Gift Card Promotions (In Person Only)

• Redken
• Pureology
• Zenagen
• Lanza

ALL Proceeds To Benefit the Severna Park Community Center

• Surface
• Wine Tastings by 
 Dawson’s Liquors
• ... and more!

We Thank All Of Our Guests For Your 35 Years of Support! 
We Could Not Have Done This Without You!
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Trusted Care | Because we are guests in your 
 home, your comfort and trust are paramount to us.

Benefits & Services | Home care preserves 
 independence. You maintain control of your schedule, 
 your routine, and your activities.

Personal Care | Our personal care attendants 
 provide hands on support to help with a greater 
 quality of life and hygeine.

Homekeeping | Our homekeepers assist with 
 keeping the home clean, safe, and comfortable.

Skilled & Complex Nursing Care | Skilled 
 care is our highest level of care and is designed to 
 assist your loved one with their most advanced medical 
 needs, including recovery from illness, injury, or surgery.

Honoring your CHOICES,
your INDEPENDENCE,

and your DIGNITY
We offer customized plans to meet your 

needs and budget with ongoing supervisory 
visits to ensure our level of care is met.

410-449-4538
www.leanondee.com

2023

Contact us 
today to 

learn more!
Runner-Up

By Lisa Bogan-Reohr and 
David Diggs 

The Law Office of David V. Diggs

M aryland’s first statute regard-
ing divorce was enacted in 
1957 and amended seven times 

over the years. Until this October, to 
obtain a divorce, a spouse had to allege 
and prove a fault-based ground for the 
divorce — such as adultery, desertion, 
criminal conviction, insanity, cruelty 
of treatment and excessively vicious 
conduct — or the parties had to have 
been separated for 12 months. Addition-
ally, the parties could divorce by mutual 
consent if they submitted a written 
agreement that resolved all issues of 
alimony, property distribution and the 
care, custody, access and support of 
minor or dependent children, which was 
approved by the court.

Much of that has changed with the 
Maryland state legislature’s new legis-
lation concerning family law. To obtain 
a divorce as of October 1, a spouse must 
allege irreconcilable differences or show 
the couple have been separated for six 
months. The provisions for divorce by 
mutual consent remain the same.

Under the previous law, the parties 
had to live separately and apart from 
each other during their 12-month sepa-
ration. Under the new law, a six-month 
separation may occur with the couple 
residing under the same roof, provided 
they have pursued separate lives. This 
change alleviates the financial impedi-
ment that existed for spouses who could 
not afford separate households until 
their assets had been divided.

No longer having to prove a fault-based 
ground will help many people by prevent-

ing them from having to produce evidence 
of painful experiences, evidence that can 
also be difficult to obtain. The elimination 
of these grounds should streamline the 
process of getting divorced, reducing the 
time and expense of a contested divorce, 
as well as the amount of the parties’ 
rancor and divisiveness. Negativity might 
be reduced without accusations being 
made to each other and couples can work 
toward a mutual resolution of the issues 
needing their attention.

A more efficient process will reduce 
the backlog of cases in court. Evidence 
of fault-based grounds, however, are 
still relevant to establishing other 
issues, such as custody, alimony and 
the division of property. For example, 
if a spouse spent marital funds on an 
extramarital affair, such evidence would 
be admissible regarding the division of 
assets or an award of alimony.

Irreconcilable differences, or the 
irretrievable breakdown of a marriage, 
is the basis for divorce in some other 
states. While there is no definition in 
the new law, the spouse filing for divorce 
must feel that the marriage cannot be 
saved. The courts will have to determine 
that reconciliation is beyond hope. Be-
cause the law is new, there is no case law 
in Maryland explaining this term.

If you find yourself contemplating sepa-
ration or divorce, you will have many ques-
tions. David Diggs is experienced in family 
law litigation and mediation. If you need 
further information regarding this subject, 
contact The Law Office of David V. Diggs 
LLC, located at 8684 Veterans Highway, 
Suite 204, in Millersville. Call 410-244-1171 
or email david@diggslaw.com.

New Law Governing  
Divorce In Maryland

Round Bay Raises Funds  
For Earleigh Heights VFC

The Round Bay Open committee raised $7,000 on September 15 during its 
third annual community golf tournament to benefit Earleigh Heights 
Volunteer Fire Company. Committee members included (l-r) Korky Onal, 
Carrie Gruver, Erin Gruver, Margi Davis Norrholm, Howard Carolan and (not 
pictured) volunteer Raquel Kondracki. The group presented the check to Joe 
Angyelof, the fire company’s president, and Mike Sohn, the vice president.
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In 2023,  
Dr. Allan Rutzen  
is celebrating 30 years of providing
exceptional eye care to his patients.
Our practice is currently accepting new patients,
and you can be seen as soon as you want.  
Call us today! 

 www.RutzenEye.com         410-975-0090 

Celebrating 30 years!

BEST OF SEVERNA PARK
WINNER: 2019, 2014      RUNNER UP: 2023, 2022, 2021, 2020, 2018, 2017, 2015, 2013

Annapolis | Severna Park | Towson | Ocean City | Delaware

410.266.9500 | EagleTitle.com

Delivering exceptional experiences to every transaction.

Best of Annapolis 7 years running
Attorney owned & operated for 16 years

The Estate Planning & Administration Practice Group at
Liff, Walsh & Simmons offers a full range of services with
an emphasis on each client’s unique circumstances.

Our attorneys work closely with you and your family to
ensure your estate planning portfolios are carefully tailored
to address your  financial needs and family dynamics.

410.266.9500  |  liffwalsh.com

With you for everyWith you for every
step in life.step in life.  

Gregory J. Ferra, Partner
Director Estate Planning & Administration Practice Group

gferra@liffwalsh.com

Call us for a personal, confidential
consultation. 
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Fa� FestivalFa� Festival
2023

Give your family the same enchanting experiences you 
had as a child; seeing the barnyard animals, taking hay 
rides, and connecting with the community. Create new 

traditions and make unforgettable family memories. 
Don’t miss out – secure your tickets now and let the 

nostalgia come alive once again.

Join us for Fall Festival Weekends 
at Homestead Gardens

every Saturday & Sunday starting 
September 30th through October 22nd

10am-4pm at our Davidsonville location

Scan here for more information 
and to purchase tickets

WE ARE HIRING NOW!

Company Description
The Voice Media Inc. has been in 
business for over 40 years and offers 
marketing, local features, events 
in print, web and social media.

Contact
Serious inquires only. Please send your 
resume and writing samples to: 
Dianna Lancione 
dianna@severnaparkvoice.com

Do you love our community 
and want to be more involved?

The Severna Park Voice is looking for a 
full-time editorial assistant to help with 

daily needs of our growing company.
If you love to write, edit, take pictures 

and give back to our community, you could 
be the person we have been looking for.

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146  •  410-647-9400
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com  •  www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice      @SPVoice

the Track of Terror at Laurel Park in 
Maryland in 2011. Two years later, they 
branched out to Sterling, Virginia. Later, 
they expanded to Lorton, Virginia, and 
then Purcellville, about 86 miles from 
downtown Severna Park.

“What’s special about this is that we 
have the permits and property to control 
the space,” Wheatley said of the Purcell-
ville location.

A year-round effort makes Madhaunt-
er’s Madhouse a frightful destination for 
people across Maryland, Virginia, and 
Washington, D.C. Throughout the year, 
the Madhaunter’s Madhouse team scours 
areas for items. Casting calls for actors 
are held in July, August and September.

Madhaunter’s Madhouse features 35 to 
40 actors per night.

“We have all walks, sizes and shapes,” 
Wheatley said. “Moms and dads, individ-
uals, and college-age kids.”

Offseason team-building trips inspire 
ideas. One trip this summer led the 
group to an old mansion in South-
ern Virginia.

Through Wheatley’s Arnold-based 
company, 50 East Remodeling, he and 
Keiling secure items from homes to 
make the Madhaunter’s Madhouse 
structures more authentic. Recycled 
barnwood. Wood paneling. Metal roofing 
from a homeowner’s shed.

“We have footings and structured 
beams,” Wheatley said. “We’re not a cou-
ple guys screwing things together.”

One piece, a ghost, is so large that it 
cannot be moved without equipment.

“We are using Hollywood-style props,” 
Wheatley said. “You’re not going to go 
into your local Halloween store and find 
these things.”

Beyond actors and terrifying scenes, 
Madhaunter’s Madhouse adds other 
features to induce fright.

“You’re going to see a lot of anima-
tronics, a lot of lighting,” Wheatley said. 
“You’re going to hear loud, scary noises, 
and you’re going to hear silence too. 
There are differences with the paths, 
with gravel and mulch.”

Keiling and Wheatley attribute 
the haunted attraction’s success to 
many people.

“A lot of blood, sweat, tears and volun-
teer hours go into this,” Wheatley said. 
“Volunteers have to build every wall, 
every board. You have people working in 
extreme heat, doing a lot of digging and 
a lot of framing.

“It’s a work of art,” he said. “People 
who come the first night will probably 
see something completely different from 
what people see the second night.”

If they are fortunate, or unfortunate, 
they may even spot the Madhaunter.

The outdoor trail takes approximately 35 
to 40 minutes to complete. To see  
hours and ticket information, visit  
www.madhaunter.com.

First Responder Night
First Responder Night on October 

14 will allow one free entry for each 
police officer, firefighter, emergency 
medical technician, active-duty and 
military veteran, and kindergar-
ten-through-grade-12 teacher. Attendees 
must present a valid county or military 
ID for free entry.

Participants will get a coupon for  
Manhattan Pizza, one of the sponsors.

Madhouse Of Horrors: Attraction Opens October 6

M illerville-based nonprofit 
Sunflowers for Sallie is gearing 
up for its annual Thanksgiving 

fundraiser on November 18.
The nonprofit’s goal this year is to cre-

ate 250 “baskets of hope,” complete with 
all the fixings needed for a traditional 
Thanksgiving feast, so that 250 needy 
families will be nourished with great 
food and memories to treasure forever. 
To identify those families, volunteers 
are partnering with Ruth Parker Eason 
School in Millersville, Central Special 
School in Edgewater, Lansdowne Ele-
mentary School in Baltimore, the Anne 
Arundel County Department of Aging, 
Lighthouse Church in Glen Burnie and 
Serenity Sistas in Annapolis.

More than 600,000 Marylanders are 
facing hunger. Sunflowers for Sallie’s 
mission and passion is to reduce these 
figures, to battle food insecurity in its 
community, and sow the seeds of kind-
ness one at a time so that sunflowers 
of love may stand proud and tall and 
inspire others.

Sunflowers for Sallie is collecting 
donations via PayPal, Venmo, Zelle 
and by check. For more information or 
to volunteer, visit www.sunflowersfor-
sallie.org or email sunflowersforsallie@
gmail.com.

Sunflowers For 
Sallie Plants 

Seeds For 
Families In Need

»» Continued from page 1

Open Dance Classes
Woods Church has teamed up with local dance teachers to offer a variety of 

dance styles on select Sundays this fall. Register using the QR code on the Face-
book page. For information, email Alyssa Barlis at alyssabarlis@gmail.com.

“The Secret Garden” Auditions
November 5-6 with callbacks November 8
“The Secret Garden” is a compelling tale of forgiveness, belonging and renewal. 

Woods Church is looking for a cast of all ages, races and gender identities. To  
register for an audition, visit www.wmpcauditions.com. For more information, 
email David Merrill at dmerrill@woodschurch.org.

Woods Church Events
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By Janet AlJunaidi

A ccording to the National Wild-
life Federation, the percentage 
of people planning to transform 

a portion of their lawn to wildflower 
native landscape spiked from 9% in 
2019 to 19% in 2021.

This increase is due to many factors, 
including easier maintenance, resis-
tance to insects and less use of pesti-
cides, and creation of beneficial wildlife 
habitats. Native plants also absorb and 
filter stormwater that feeds into our 
waterways and the Chesapeake Bay, the 
largest estuary in the United States.

But how can a person start a native 
garden? Hiring an expert is one way, 
but if that is not an option, how can 
someone weed through all the botani-
cal information and figure out how to 
even begin? Fortunately, many local 
and online resources are available. 
With some reading and trial and error, 
creating a native habitat is possible.

First, select a small area to try out 
in your yard, maybe a section where 
you want to replace turf grass. Maybe 
you want to create a butterfly habitat 
around your mailbox or replace an area 
that has invasives, like English ivy.

Then, determine how much sunlight 
your area gets and whether it is full 
sun (direct sunlight for at least six 
hours a day), partial shade (three to 
six hours) or shade (less than three 
hours). Also check if the soil is dry, 
moist or wet.

If needed, you can also find out 
the type of soil and its pH level. The 

University of Maryland Extension’s 
website provides a table of labs that 
test soil and the “Ask Extension” tool 
answers questions about the results of 
soil tests and other garden concerns.

Then, based on sunlight, soil and 
moisture, make a rough plan or sketch 
with possible plants selected. It’s best 
to have backup choices because the 
supply of some native plants may be 
limited or not available.

How do you know which plants to 
select? A National Wildlife Federation 
online tool is being beta-tested with 
research partner Dough Tallamy at the 
University of Delaware. Simply plug in 
a zip code, and the site provides a list 
of plants and rankings by number of 
butterflies and moths that are native 
to that zip code.

Not all plants listed have photos, but 
if you have a list of plants and want to 
know what they look like, you can ac-
cess the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s 
online guide, “Native Plants for Wild-
life Habitat and Conservation Land-
scaping, Chesapeake Bay Watershed.”

The University of Maryland Exten-
sion recommends some natives and 
also identifies plants for specific areas 
like shady slopes, sunny slopes and 
for other situations like deer-resis-
tant natives.

When you have selected some plants 
and are ready to make a purchase, 
the Maryland Native Plant Society 
lists more than 50 regional native 
plant vendors, about half of them 
in Maryland.

One caveat when selecting plants — 
if possible, do not pick cultivars or hy-
brids of native plants. More research is 
needed, but these plants may not have 
the traits of their wild relatives so that 
native insects may not be attracted to 
these plants or may not get the same 
benefits from feeding on them.

Some favorites that worked well in 
our yard — plants that butterflies, 
hummingbirds and bees loved — 
are cardinal flower, Joe-Pye weed, 
wild bergamot, bee balm and black-
eyed Susans.

Once your additions are planted and 
you are watering and weeding, there 
are apps that can photograph and iden-
tify a plant from your phone, provid-
ing information about the plant. This 

was helpful when first maintaining our 
native garden to be sure we were pull-
ing weeds and not our native plants.

The Maryland Master Gardeners are 
another great free resource and are 
happy to answer questions at their 
booth at the Severna Park Farmers 
Market every Saturday morning.

Hopefully, by starting small and 
seeing the beauty and wildlife that 
results, you might expand and convert 
even more of your area to natives.

As the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
said, “Every action helps, no matter 
what size.”

Janet AlJunaidi is a Watershed Stew-
ard candidate with the Anne Arundel 
County Watershed Steward Academy.

Native Planting

Black-eyed Susans are one plant loved by pollinators.

A community effort has given curb 
appeal to Our Shepherd Luther-
an Church with a landscaping 

makeover of native plants. The Bayside 
Bloomers Garden Club of Severna Park, 
a member of the Federated Garden 
Clubs of Maryland and National Garden 
Clubs Inc., and its community partners, 
gathered with shovels, rakes and dozens 
of native trees and shrubs on the front 
lawn of the church on September 30 
to execute the final steps in Operation 
Plant Native.

The project was made possible by a 
grant awarded by Unity Gardens, a non-
profit that funds volunteer-led projects 
that use the power of native plants to 
address issues like stormwater runoff, 
pollution and habitat loss.

“When the Bloomers discussed ideas 
for a community service project, choos-
ing Our Shepherd was an easy decision,” 
said Suzanne Lewis, a club member and 
project lead.

Our Shepherd Lutheran is a founding 
church of Serving People Across Neigh-
borhoods, or SPAN, the local food pan-
try and emergency assistance network, 
which helps residents through critical 
and emergency situations. The church 
also supports a preschool, and it opens 
its doors to groups such as garden clubs 
and Boy Scouts. The Bayside Bloomers 
has met monthly at the church since 
2015 at no charge.

For an expert garden blueprint, The 
Bayside Bloomers consulted with Alison 
Milligan, a nationally known expert 

and champion of native plants, who 
serves as a Maryland Master Gardener, 
Master Naturalist and an Anne Arundel 
County Watershed Steward. This collab-
oration resulted in a landscape design 
of 70 native shrubs and trees selected 
specifically for the front foundation 
site conditions, a critical consideration 
when installing any plant. To prepare 
the plant beds encompassing approxi-
mately 1,400 square feet, the club faced 
the removal of invasive vines with roots 
embedded in weed-barrier fabric and 
stumps connected to thick, deep roots.

The Bloomers reached out to other 

passionate native plant advocates to 
form a project team, including volun-
teers from the Good Neighbors Group 
and Our Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
along with landscapers from the 
Maryland Reentry Resource Center and 
individual native-plant devotees. In-
dividuals and commercial donors have 
also contributed numerous gardening 
supplies. Anne Arundel County Farm, 
Lawn, and Garden Center LLC, Home-
stead Gardens, and Patuxent Nursery 
have donated compost, fertilizer and 
mulch. The church and garden club 
also kicked in additional funds, and 

Boy Scout Troop 918 dug holes and 
planted shrubs as they worked toward 
their community service and conserva-
tion badges.

“It is truly heartwarming to wit-
ness the coming together of dozens 
of committed individuals from six 
nonprofit organizations and three local 
businesses to create a lovely garden 
that provides habitat and food for local 
wildlife and pollinators,” Lewis said. “… 
We are passionate about restoring the 
character of our county’s natural his-
tory through the diversity and genetic 
heritage of its native plants.”

Grant, Collaboration Enable A New Native Plant Garden

The club faced the daunting removal of invasive vines and stubborn stumps connected to thick, deep roots.
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Meet with our attorneys by phone, Zoom or in-person.

Your lawyer and neighbor for all your family law, accident, 
personal injury and estate planning needs.
DiggsLaw gives you personal connection and professional 
expertise you can count on.

Call today for an appointment! 
8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 302 · Millersville, MD 21108

Email: info@diggslaw.com
O: 410-244-1189 F: 443-543-6360 

Website: www.diggslaw.com

Named To The

2022 Family 
Law Power List

Voted Best 
Consignment Store

in Severna Park

410.647.1636 
savvyconsignment.com

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd. 
Severna Park, MD 21146
Mon 10-4, Tues-Fri 10-6:30 
Sat 10-5, Sun 10-3

Brand Name Women’s, 
Children, Tweens, 
Maternity, Workout Attire, 
Men’s and Curvy
Furniture, Home Décor, Home 
Furnishings and Cool Clutter
Accepting Home Furnishings/Furniture 
Small items Monday-Friday — Anytime 
Large Furniture process: 
Send a photo via email for item approval. 
Email address: info@savvyconsignment.com 
We’ll be in touch to schedule your delivery.

Comeback
Bucks!
Stop in for details.

Accepting 

FALL
Consignments

2023

At Brightview Severna Park, residents have the freedom and  
opportunity to fill their days as they desire. Chef-prepared meals, 

music and entertainment, cultural and history events, fitness 
classes, water aerobics, movie nights, and more are available just 

steps away from their apartment home. Plus, they benefit from 
our on-site dedicated assisted living and dementia care  

neighborhoods for personalized assistance if ever needed.

866.774.7125
Voted Best Senior Living Facility 

of Severna Park 
FIVE Years in a Row

Live the Bright Life at Brightview

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Dementia Care                       
469 Jumpers Hole Road | Severna Park, MD 21146 | www.BrightviewSevernaPark.com

Year-Round
Indoor 

Heated Pool
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Editor’s note: 
This letter orig-
inally appeared 
in the county 
executive’s 
weekly letter on 
September 28.

D ear 
neighbor,

The 
word resilience 
is in vogue. We 

were told we needed it to recover from 
the stresses of the COVID pandemic, 
and we’re told we need to build it into 
our economy, our electric grid, our 
business plans, and our personal lives. 
In fact, everything we value should be 
resilient, so that when it’s threatened it 
can survive.

As the elected leader of 600,000 
people who live on land called Anne 
Arundel County between the Patuxent 
River and Chesapeake Bay, my obli-
gation is not only to defend against 
direct threats during my eight years 
in office. I must also act to prepare for 
future attacks.

That’s why two days after taking 
a photo of a flooded City Dock, I got 
on an airplane and flew to Newport, 
Rhode Island, with the director and 
board chair of our new Annapolis and 
Anne Arundel Resilience Authority, the 
organization that was recently awarded 
$20 million to raise City Dock, restore 
Jabez Creek, and use dredge material to 
protect county shorelines.

We spent the next two days with 
Throwe Environmental — the country’s 
pre-eminent thinkers on the topic of 
planning and financing projects that 
protect public infrastructure from the 
impacts of climate change — and some 
30 peers from Atlantic coastal jurisdic-
tions and military installations, includ-
ing Annapolis and the Naval Academy.

Military installations were includ-
ed because they’re in the business of 
protecting against threats, and they 
are leaders in this work. We learned all 
about the military installation resil-
ience work at the Naval Academy and 
elsewhere, and how essential it is that 
local governments collaborate in that 
work. They walked us through the pro-
cess of identifying assets and assessing 
how they would fare under various 
scenarios — things like roads, bridges, 
water treatment facilities, electric grids, 

and homes. Things that really matter.
We talked about how to finance 

projects that prevent damage, whether 
it be efforts to stop the encroachment of 
water or reconstruction and relocation 
of assets. Some of it was borrowed from 
the world of private finance — putting 
assets to work in the marketplace to 
create revenue that has historically been 
left on the table. It was cutting-edge 
stuff, thinking outside the box by 
people who have many decades of state 
and local government experience. I was 
impressed. Impressed but not sure.

How far do we go? Where does this 
work fit into other priorities? We have 
so many current and future challenges 
to confront, and this one seems so hard.

I even considered for a moment that 
maybe we were just a group of priv-
ileged leaders protecting our assets 
while families whose paychecks don’t 
cover rent, health care, and food are 
suffering today because dark money 
funded politicians and media moguls 
figured out how to convince the Amer-
ican public that cutting anti-poverty 
and education programs to pay for tax 
cuts for the wealthy was a good idea?

Shouldn’t we be addressing the hous-
ing crisis, the child care shortage, and 
the opportunity gap in our schools?

Yes. We should.
And that’s where that word resilience 

is so useful. Resilience is a lens to look 
at all of our challenges. Resilience is 
about collective action. Resilience is 
about confronting — rather than ignor-
ing — threats.

The Anne Arundel County Childcare 
Summit that I called into on Monday 
morning was about making families 
and children and our economy resilient. 
It was 200 providers, employers, and 
government leaders from economic 

development, workforce development, 

and the Maryland General Assembly 
identifying obstacles to expanding 
affordable child care, and planning 
strategies to remove them.

The meeting I had Thursday morning 
with housing developers asking them 
to support our forthcoming Essential 
Worker Housing Access Act was about 
making our families and our economy 
resilient.

Governor [Wes] Moore reminds us 
that “leave no one behind” is a com-
mitment he learned in the military. 
That’s not just on the battlefield. 
The military takes better care of its 
people than most public and private 
employers. They get housing, health 
care, and food. The military also leads 
our country in combating racism and 
confronting the impacts of climate 
change. Pretty forward-thinking folks. 
They even have a resiliency center at 
Fort Meade.

What’s important about the work 
we did in Rhode Island was the act of 
identifying threats and working to pre-
vent them. We were practicing survival, 
using the tools that every generation of 
humans inherits from the one before 
it to ensure that another generation 
can thrive.

Of course, we should make choic-
es about where to spend our limited 
resources, and of course we should 
address the suffering that exists today. 
But if we’re serious about leaving no one 
behind, about providing housing, child 
care, health care, and a good education 
to all of our people, about maintaining 
the ecosystems that make our planet 
habitable, reducing the carbon emis-
sions that warm our planet, and pro-
tecting the infrastructure that we rely 
on, we better do our resilience planning 
and financing now.

W ith the 
crisp-
ness in 

the air, we’re all 
reminded of the 
changing of the 
seasons and the 
holidays that will 
be here before we 
know it. It’s also 
a reminder that 
the next legis-
lative session 
in Annapolis is 

right around the corner.
Earlier this year, and due to being a 

new senator, I had limited time in office 
to hear from constituents and make 
decisions about which bills I wanted to 
sponsor before the first of many proce-
dural deadlines passed in the fast-moving 
session. I’m proud of the work we were 
able to do together, having passed seven 
of the 10 bills I introduced. This time 
around, I’ve benefited from months of 
listening to constituents, meeting with 
stakeholders, and researching the issues 
facing our district in order to prepare for 
the next session.

When I ran, I promised to be accessible 
and to be your voice in Annapolis. I also 
promised to be transparent, so I’m going 
to fill you in on a little secret: the vast 
majority of bills that pass the Maryland 
General Assembly get written before the 
session starts. Because the session ends 
90 days after it begins, legislators have to 
set the stage before it starts. Because of 
this, I’ve worked with my team and my 
House colleagues to provide accessible 
opportunities for District 33 residents to 
voice their concerns and get plugged into 
the legislative process when it matters 
most. Please consider coming out to one 
of our upcoming town halls:

33C town hall: Wednesday, Novem-
ber 8, 7:00pm-8:30pm at the Cape St. 
Claire Clubhouse (1223 River Bay Road 
in Arnold)

33B town hall: Thursday, November 
16, 7:00pm-8:30pm at Baldwin Hall (1358 
Millersville Road in Millersville)

If you can’t make it, but have a question 
or concern, please do not ever hesitate to 
reach out to my office.

Additionally, my office is seeking ap-
plications for legislative bond initiatives, 
which are opportunities for legislators 
to advocate for funding for community 
projects. In the last session, my office 
secured funding for the following: the 
Anne Arundel County Fairgrounds, the 
Chrysalis House therapeutic nature trail, 
Elks Camp Barrett improvements, the 
Pascal Crisis Stabilization Center, the 
Severna Park train station, South Shore 
Recovery Club, Swann Park and Willows 
Park playgrounds, and Village Commons 
in Gambrills. This year, my office is 
hosting an online informational session 
to break down the process. Interested 
organizations should email my office at 
dawn.gile@senate.state.md.us to receive 
the registration link.

Hearing 
From You

Dawn Gile
Senator

District 33

Leaving No One Behind

W e want to hear your thoughts regarding what’s happening in the 
neighborhood. Is there a current issue at hand that you feel strong-
ly about? We know our readers are passionate about their neighbor-

hoods, schools, community and so much more — and the Voice would love 
for you to tell us about it.

Letters to the editor can be emailed to spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com and 
may be edited for space, clarity, grammar, spelling, etc. We encourage you 
to express yourself, but please be brief — letters should be limited to 350 
words, though we do on occasion run longer letters. We look forward to 
hearing from you!

Got An Opinion? Share It With Us!

Steuart 
Pittman

County Executive

In September, the streets at City Dock 
in downtown Annapolis flooded as a 
result of Tropical Storm Ophelia.
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By David Bashore

Two decisive moments in Severna 
Park’s 2-1 win over Broadneck 
in a September 26 girls soccer 

tilt showed the Falcons had the skill. 
The rest of the game proved they had 
the savvy.

So far, so good for the girls in blue.
Through their first six matches this 

season, Severna Park had a perfect re-
cord: six games, six victories, and just 
two goals conceded.

While the team has a large dose of 
seniors to help with managing situa-
tions and stretches of games, the expe-
rienced team has been given a shot in 
the arm with some youthful freshman 
and sophomore talent.

Winning makes things easier in the 
adjustment process, but the time is 
coming where the experience of the 
older heads will be needed as they seek 

to go one step further than in previ-
ous seasons.

“It takes the pressure off of those 
players because they know they don’t 
have to overachieve; they just have to 
play how they can,” said Severna Park 
coach Rick Stimpson. “We go back to 
the last couple of seasons where we’ve 
played well and haven’t gotten over the 
line. That disappointment of falling 

short a couple of times, this is [largely] 
the same group, so they know what it 
feels like and that helps us keep mov-
ing forward.”

Entering October, Maria Bragg led 
the team with four goals scored, while 
Ryn Feemster and Izzy Burleson 
each had two. Eleven Falcons had 
scored so far this season, giving proof 

Photos by David Bashore

Left: Severna Park captain 
Francesca Dunoyer (24) leads the 
team in assists. Right: Severna Park 
midfielder Izzy Burleson (14) has 
two goals on the season, including 
the opening goal against Broadneck.

Severna Park Girls Soccer Still Perfect One Month In

»» Continued on page 30

By David Bashore

T he last three games have had 
razor-thin margins, but the 
Severna Park boys soccer team 

remained undefeated at the end of 
September.

The Falcons won their last three 
games by one goal, against Chesa-
peake (3-2), Broadneck (2-1) and Glen 
Burnie (3-2), to head into October 
with a 7-0-1 record.

Severna Park opened the season 
with a 1-0 win over Urbana, followed 

by a 4-0 win over St. Mary’s Ryken. 
A scoreless draw with Tuscarora 
preceded two-goal wins over Liberty 
(3-1) and South River (2-0).

Against rival Broadneck, the 
Falcons withstood an early test as 
goalkeeper Matt Schisler saved a 
penalty kick and a rebound shot in 
the first 10 minutes of the game, be-
fore Andrew Campbell and Nathan 
Parkison found the net at the other 
end to snag yet another precious win.

By David Bashore

O ne blemish 
doesn’t ruin a sea-
son. In fact, a loss 

can reveal far more about a 
team than an easy win.

That’s the mindset the 
Broadneck volleyball team 
has carried through a suc-
cessful start to the season, 
winning all but one match 
to position themselves well 
for a strong stretch run.

The Bruins have gotten 
contributions from all cor-
ners of their roster as they 
closed September with 
a three-set rout of Glen 
Burnie on September 28 to 
finish the month 7-1.

“We emphasized at the 
start of the season, if you 
made the team, you’re 
an equal on the team 
and nobody should step 
on the court not feeling 
confident,” said Broadneck 
coach Tracey Realbuto. 
“We’re happy with where 
we’re at, but we still have 
things that we haven’t 
worked on, so we are looking to get better 
before playoffs start. I’m ready to see how 
far we can go this season.”

Broadneck opened the season with a 
four-set win over Huntingtown on Sep-
tember 5, then added a four-set victory 
over St. John’s Prep and straight-set wins 

over Old Mill, C.H. Flowers, Maryvale 
Prep, and South River.

Through early October, Brin Chesnut 
led the Bruins with 120 total kills, putting 
balls away at a clip of 3.2 kills per set. 
Kennedy Smith came next with 2.3 kills 

BHS Volleyball Optimistic At 
7-1 Despite Arundel Setback

Photo by David Bashore

Broadneck setter Sydney Lawrence (7) was active.

Falcons Boys Soccer 
Keeps Up Unbeaten Run

Photo by David Bashore

Severna Park’s Evan Campbell (13) advanced the ball against the Bruins.

»» Continued on page 26»» Continued on page 30

“We don’t want to rest 
on any result. We have 
a preparation day and 
it’s into the next game.”

—— Rick Stimpson, Head Coach 
SPHS Girls Soccer



Cunningham Contracting, Inc. 
specializes in Roofing, Exteriors, and 
Remodeling Contracting. We are fully
licensed, insured and provide guarantees
on all our work. We have over 25 years of
experience and have serviced thousands of
satisfied clients in the Maryland area.

$500 OFF
COMPLETE SHINGLE 
ROOF REPLACEMENT

(Min. 2,000 sf roof. Expires November 30, 2023)

Roofing | General Contracting | Residential-Commercial

CALL TODAY
410-721-8757

Licensed & Insured
MHIC#87171

Visit our website or call today to request a 
free no obligation estimate.

www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

NOW OFFERING 
MULTIPLE 

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

FINANCE
OPTIONS!

Mark Cunningham
Owner
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Welcome to
Breakfast, Lunch
and Dinner

Open 7 days a week our
restrauant is a local favorite
offering fresh ingredients,
creative menu, and family friendly.

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 7am - 9pm • Sunday 7am - 8pm

553 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD | 410-544-0499

garrysgrill.com

Catering
We strive to provide easy planning, 

excellent service, beautiful 
presentation, and the best quality 

food. Our experienced catering 
staff will assist you in creating

a custom menu and propsal.

Outdoor Seating, Curbside, 
Delivery and more...

Where friends meet
and locals eat!

We have expanded our outside 
seating area. Play corn hole 
and kids games and listen to 
music on the weekends.

Our curbside pick up is no 
contact and we deliver! 
Online ordering and custom 
catering are also available.

Glen Burnie | Crownsville | Linthicum | New Cut | Odenton | Riviera Beach | Severn | Severna Park

1The Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will be 2.99% for the first six months. 2After six months, the APR is a variable rate based on the Wall Street Journal (WSJ) Prime rate (currently 8.50%). Rates, terms 
and conditions are subject to change and may vary based on credit score, qualifications and collateral conditions. Maximum rate is 24%. All loans subject to approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. 
Consult a loan officer for complete details. 3Offer valid only for new HELOC accounts. Customers with existing BofGB HELOC accounts cannot refinance existing HELOC loans at the discounted rate. 

Introductory 
HELOC Rate

LOANS UP TO $250,000
 (for new BofGB HELOC customers 3)

6-month intro rate

variable rate thereafter

• $1500 towards closing costs
• Borrow up to 90% of your home value
• No minimum draw
• 10-year draw with interest only payments
• 10-year repayment period of principal and 
interest following the 10-year draw period

2.99APR1
%

8.50APR2
%

Put Your Home
Equity to Work

Learn More at BofGB.com/HELOC

Severna Park Racquetball & Fitness Club
8514 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD

SPRFC.com       410-987-0980

Severna Park Racquetball & Fitness Club
8514 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD

SPRFC.com       410-987-0980
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Photos by Naptown Studios

Severna Park runners 
stood out at the Bull Run 
Invitational at Hereford 
High School on September 
30. The girls varsity elite 
team placed first while the 
boys varsity elite team 
came in third. Kathryn 
Murphy (sixth place), 
Jocelyn DiAngelo (eighth) 
and Josephine Kamas 
(15th) led the way for the 
Falcon girls. On the boys 
side, Severna Park’s top 
finishers included Taylor 
Jarvis (eighth), Caden 
Lazzor (13th) and Ty 
Maddox (17th).

Runners Take Bull By The Horns At Cross-Country Meet

By Lauren Burke Meyer

“R est/Rust.”
That’s what 75-year-old powerlifter Cecil 

Woodward’s original weightlifting coach, 
Murray Levin, always said.

“Human bodies and brains that rest too much will 
rust,” Woodward added about his now 96-year-old 
coach’s advice. Rust is a metaphor for physical atrophy. 
“Said another way, use it or lose it.”

The Severna Park resident broke three records at 
the 2023 USA Powerlifting Maryland State Bench & 
Deadlift competition that took place on September 2 in 
Rosedale, Maryland.

Woodward set records in the bench press with 187 
pounds, deadlift with 330 pounds and push-pull total 
of 517 pounds. The push-pull event includes bench press 
and deadlift weight totals. In that event, Woodward 
exceeded the previous record from 2019 by 44 pounds. 
He won all three events in the 75-79 age group in the 
198-pound weight class.

“Old lifters never die, we just keep on lifting,” 
Woodward said.

He also noted the importance for continued weight-
lifting, no matter the age.

“There is a lot of emphasis on cardiovascular fitness, 
but weight-bearing exercises are necessary to maintain 
and increase bone density,” Woodward said.

When preparing for the competition, Woodward 
trained twice a week on the bench press and deadlift, 
gradually reducing the number of repetitions from 10 a 
set to just one over a three-month period.

“Repetitions should decrease as the weight lifted 
increases,” Woodward explained.

According to Woodward, one to five repetitions is rec-
ommended for strength training large muscle groups.

“I enjoy the discipline needed for training and the 
increase in muscle mass and strength from pushing and 
pulling heavy weights,” Woodward said.

After seeing an article in the August edition of the 
Severna Park Voice about 80-year-old Chuck Mulligan, 
who bench pressed 286 pounds and works out at the Y 
in Arnold, Woodward was inspired to get back into pow-
erlifting. In the last few years, Mulligan overcame leg 
sarcoma and prostate cancer.

“The fact that we are both cancer survivors and still 
competing after age 75 encouraged me to compete again 
after 40 years away from competition,” Woodward said, 
who also lettered in gymnastics in high school and has 
enjoyed cycling and body surfing over the years.

Additionally, Woodward was encouraged to get 
back into competition by his former training partner, 
76-year-old Richard Landry, and his current training 
partner, 53-year-old Martin Wolfe.

Woodward is in good company. Landry, his high 
school classmate, currently holds several New York 
state powerlifting records. Wolfe won the 50-54 age 
group in the 198-pound weight class in the same compe-
tition and is on track to break the bench press record 
for his age group.

“Martin is one of my tax clients that I recruited to en-
ter his first powerlifting competition,” Woodward said.

Woodward worked for the U.S. government, start-
ing in 1970 as an IRS revenue agent and retiring as an 
assistant inspector general at the National Security 
Agency in 2004. He was also a senior financial analyst 
for L3Harris from 2004 to 2010.

Since 2010, Woodward has been a self-employed 
certified public accountant. He’s in the process of tran-
sitioning his business to his daughter, Corrin, who is 
also a CPA.

Even though Woodward turns 76 on October 10, 
there are no plans for letting up on his fitness efforts. 
He’s currently training to break the American deadlift 
record of 401.5 pounds by September 2024.

Powerlifting During The Golden Years

Cecil Woodward, a 75-year-old Severna Park 
resident, broke three records at the 2023 USA 
Powerlifting Maryland State Bench & Deadlift 
competition in September.

Severna Park Man Sets Sights On Records
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ERIN BURNS - CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
Tel: 410.994.3091| Cell: 908.358.2552 | Fax: 410.994.3091
Drew.Skibitsky@MWEPartnership.com

JOB
OPPORTUNITY

PAID Benefits 
Counselor

Join us in making a positive impact on employees’ lives 
through effective benefits counseling. Contact us today 

and become an invaluable resource for our team!

This position offers a flexible part-time schedule, 
approximately 20 hours per week. Days and hours 

can be negotiated based on availability.

Contact Drew Skibitsky for more information.

Headquarters are now located at
8370 Veterans Highway Suite 101 

Millersville, MD 21108
www.mwepartnership.com

Broadneck High School
Football

W hether interrupting a teammate’s 
interview with the local newspaper just 
to praise his fellow player, whooping 

and hollering on the sideline to get the fans and 
his teammates riled up, or hitting the books 
with the same fervor he uses to hit people on the 

football field, Jed Pellicano brings the juice to 
the full high school student experience.

“I put 100% of whatever I have into every-
thing that I do, into school and into sports,” 
said Broadneck’s senior middle linebacker.

Pellicano is a state championship winner, 
having participated on the Broadneck boys 
lacrosse team. But football is his first love, and 
the joy he feels between the lines is the same 
joy he tries to bring to his teammates, Broad-
neck sports fans, classmates and everything 
else he touches.

That starts with hitting people from a posi-
tion that, while not as glamorous as throwing 
or scoring touchdowns, is the linchpin in a 
defense of any caliber.

“It’s not the sexiest position, but it’s some-
thing that I love to do,” Pellicano said. “I fill 
holes, I plug the line. We have a saying on the 
team about bringing the juice, and I bring juice 
to the defense. I yell, I whoop it up. When I 
bring them energy, it gives me joy.

“Even if we’re down by 42 by half, I’d try to 
get us to win the next play. We need juice to 

do that, and if it’s going to start, it’s going to 
start with me.”

Spend just one night patrolling the Broadneck 
sidelines, and Pellicano’s effect on his team-
mates becomes evident. His coaches have taken 
note too, and more than Xs and Os, or even 
intangibles.

Broadneck football coach Rob Harris de-
scribed Pellicano succinctly: “He’s a good player 
and a great student.” The type of person people 

like to be around.
Putting his whole self into everything can 

sometimes blur the clear boundaries athletes 
try to set for themselves between school life and 
athletic life.

Nevertheless, juggling a rigorous academic 
schedule and the demands of an in-season sport, 
on top of life as a teenager, is simply part of the 
growing experience, Pellicano said.

“I came to a spot [this month] where I had 
a situation with life and football and school 
started getting tangled up,” he said. “When 
it’s tangled up, it’s hard to bring that juice in 
practice. It’s the person that can get above that, 
that’s huge. When you come out here, reset. This 
is where you’re supposed to have fun.

“It’s hard to be able to overcome it sometimes, 
but once you do, you just feel so much better.”

443.901.2200 | 2200 SOMERVILLE RD STE 200, ANNAPOLIS MD 21401 | REALTOR®

Student-Athlete of the Month

The Voice’s Student-Athlete of the Month is proudly sponsored by Matt Wyble of Next Step Realty.
Contact Zach Sparks at zach@severnaparkvoice.com to nominate a local student making a positive impact through sports.

Jed Pellicano

NUTTY PUMPKIN LATTE
Pumpkin Sauce & Butter Pecan Syrup

MAPLE HONEY LATTE
Maple Flavored Syrup & Honey

AUTUMN SPICE LATTE
Pumpkin Sauce, Cinnamon & 
Gingerbread Syrups

FRUITY FROZEN 
LEMONADE
Frozen Lemonade with choice of fruit 
added (For those still holding on to summer)

Pumpkin Spice Drip 
Coffee available

EVERY DAY in 
addition tO our regular 

rotating Flavors! 558 B & A BLVD., SEVERNA PARK
888 BESTGATE RD., ANNAPOLIS

““I came to a spot [this month] where 
I had a situation with life and football 
and school started getting tangled up. 
When it’s tangled up, it’s hard to bring 
that juice in practice. It’s the person 
that can get above that, that’s huge. 
When you come out here, reset. This is 
where you’re supposed to have fun.”

—— Jed Pellicano
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ORDER
LEDOPIZZA.COM

SEVERNA PARK 
552 E RITCHIE HWY 

410-544-3344

MILLERSVILLE 
8531 VETERANS HWY 

410-729-3333

$10 OFF
on orders of $35 of more!

Valid only at LEDO Pizza Severna Park & Millersville. Carry out and Dine in. 1 per 
guest. Not valid with other offers or promotions. Expires September 30, 2023.

WHAT MATTERS 
TO YOU MATTERS 
TO US.

moraninsurance.com  •  410.384.4884
696 Ritchie Highway in Severna Park

Business  |  Auto  |  Home  |  Cyber  |  Bonds  |  Health  |  Life
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134 Ritchie Highway | Pasadena, MD 21122
Assisted Living | Memory Care 

WWW.SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM

Fall in love
WITH THE SHERIDAN AT SEVERNA PARK  

Curious about life in our warm and friendly community? Join us 
for a private, personalized tour … we’d love to show you around 
as we chat about what you’re looking for in senior living. 
Discover why we’re the community of choice for so many.  

Schedule your personal tour today. 

Call 667-220-6721
Ask about our  
limited-time  
fall savings. 

By Lily Saunders 
Student Intern

G ianna Calo, a freshman at 
Broadneck High School and 
an acrobatic gymnast of seven 

years, traveled to Budapest, Hungary, to 
compete in the Budapest Acro Cup from 
September 1-3.

The Budapest Acro Cup featured acro-
bats from around the world, including 
the United States, Austria, Moldova, Bel-
gium, Germany and the Czech Republic, 
all competing in hopes of getting the 
gold. The event hosts competitors at the 
Gerevich Aladár National Sports Hall 
in Budapest.

Calo competed with her two partners, 
Emelise Sarria and Dakota Martin, at 
the international 11-16 level and repre-
sented International Elite Acrobatics, 
located in Crofton, Maryland. Interna-
tional Elite had three groups competing 

in Hungary, all of which were newcomers 
to the Budapest Acro Cup.

Being a veteran in overseas travels 
for competitions and having previously 
competed in countries such as England, 
Switzerland, Portugal and Azerbaijan, 
Calo has gotten comfortable with the 
environment of being far from home, 
and was most excited to watch her new 
teammates, who were all first-timers in 
international competitions, do well out 
on the floor. Regardless, all seasoned 
athletes still have nerves.

“I was nervous, but I was also excited 
to be able to compete in a new place with 
my teammates,” Calo said.

Due to the competition being three 
days long, Calo and her two partners 
completed one routine per day and re-
peated one routine on two separate days. 
Calo’s trio performed their “dynamic” 
routine on the first day of the compe-

tition, with pristine execution, which 
allowed them to finish in second place 
for the day.

Dynamic routines in acrobatic gym-
nastics are focused on action movements 
such as lifts, throws and tosses, as well 
as tumbling passes. On the second day of 
competition, their balance routine was 
performed, which helped the trio con-
firm their second-place spot for an extra 
day. For additional context, balance 
routines are more focused on strength, 
flexibility and composure, and include 
skills that are held for several seconds at 
a time to show stability and energy.

Both dynamic and balance routines 
are also judged by their artistry skill, 
meaning their physical synchronization 
to the music of a routine, facial expres-
sions and creativity in choreography.

On the final day of the Budapest 
Acro Cup, Calo and her trio performed 

their dynamic routine for a second time 
to determine their final place in the 
competition. After receiving a lower 
score on their second dynamic routine 
performance, her group secured fourth 
place out of 14 competitors total in their 
group division.

Besides time spent preparing for the 
competition, Calo, her teammates and 
coach had three days to see historic mon-
uments, sites and chapels. Calo got to try 
Budapest gelato, “which was very good!”

Calo’s favorite memory was, “watching 
[her] teammates compete and being able 
to celebrate after the competition at a 
banquet event hosted by the Budapest 
Acro Cup.”

Calo will remain with her trio and 
progress to the 12-18 group division, 
which will be more advanced in terms 
of skill difficulty and the number 
of routines.

Local Gymnast Travels To Hungary For International Competition

134 Ritchie Highway | Pasadena, MD 21122
Assisted Living | Memory Care 

WWW.SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM

Fall in love
WITH THE SHERIDAN AT SEVERNA PARK  

Curious about life in our warm and friendly community? Join us 
for a private, personalized tour … we’d love to show you around 
as we chat about what you’re looking for in senior living. 
Discover why we’re the community of choice for so many.  

Schedule your personal tour today. 

Call 667-220-6721
Ask about our  
limited-time  
fall savings. 
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By David Bashore

B roadneck remained unbeaten entering October, and the 
team is working to stay that way.

The Broadneck field hockey team closed September 
with a 10-0 win over Arundel on September 28, pushing the 
reigning 4A champions’ record to 7-0 on the season.

A large part of Broadneck’s mindset has been competing 
against itself in order to do well against opponents, and that 
held up in September.

The Bruins opened the season with an 8-0 win over Here-
ford on September 9, backing that up with non-league wins 
McDonogh (7-0) and River Hill (9-1). In county play they’ve 
beaten Chesapeake 4-0, Southern 9-1 and Severna Park 6-2, 
capped by Thursday’s win over Arundel.

Though the score lines haven’t been close, the team remains 
as grounded as ever, knowing there is more work to do.

“We’re trying to take everything day by day, and I’m happy 
with how we’re doing that,” said Broadneck head coach Shan-
non Hanratty. “We’re in a nice rhythm with our schedule, so 
you get to tweak things yourself and then test them against 
different opponents until you find what works. But we’re 
making good progress, and we’re hoping that we’ll peak at the 
right time.”

Through the first seven games, Broadneck allowed only six 
goals, while the Bruins scored 53. Raleigh Kerst led the team 
in both goals and points (goals plus assists) with 12 and 17, 
respectively, through that stretch. Katelyn Kearns had seven 
goals and 11 points, while Faith Everett had seven goals and 
13 points. Chloe Page led the team with seven assists, while 
Page and Alyssa Lewis each had four goals. Abbie Morris 
vaulted up the team leaderboard with five goals, courtesy of a 
hat trick against Arundel. Goalkeeper Mia Moody posted four 
shutouts entering October.

In the win over Southern, Everett had three goals and three 
assists, in one of the Bruins’ standout individual performanc-
es of the season.

“It’s really easy to work with this team because we connect 
really well. I’m able to help them when they have an advan-
tage, and they’ll help me when I have that advantage as well,” 
Everett said. “Our mindset is that a game is a game. Every 
game is a learning opportunity and an opportunity to grow, 
so we’re focusing on the pieces that we need to improve on so 
that we’re able to do well in the bigger games.”

With every win added to the streak, now 27 and counting, 
the Bruins know their goal of a repeat title is growing larger 
in front of them. But so is the target on their backs as they 
navigate the rest of the season, especially with a showdown 
looming against Archbishop Spalding on October 12.

While other teams are insistent on giving Broadneck their 
best shot, the Bruins have survived thus far, and they feel 
like there is still more to do for this team to hit the heights of 
their potential.

“We definitely are gaining confidence, but we need to make 
sure that we aren’t overlooking anyone,” Kearns said. “We 
always have a mindset — it’s a lot of pressure — but we can’t 
let that get to our heads. We just need to compete. The next 
month will definitely show us some things so that we can 
work on them to be better at the end.”

By Tom Worgo

The Bruins received their toughest test 
of the season when playing visiting 

Severna Park (5-2) on September 26. Still, 
Broadneck controlled the play and posted 
a 5-2 victory.

That’s 26 consecutive victories with the 
Bruins looking like a state championship 
caliber team again.

“I think they are going to win the state 
championship,” Severna Park head coach 
Shannon Garden said. “I think they are 
phenomenal. I can imagine them not win-
ning the state championship in 4A. There 
is nobody out there in the state in the 
public school system that will beat them.”

Garden’s squad started slow against 
Broadneck as the Bruins jumped out to 

a 3-0 lead in the first quarter. Katelyn 
Kearns, Faith Everett and Chloe Page 
scored during that span.

Severna Park’s goals came from 
junior Ava Zimmerman and freshman 
Ryleigh Connell.

Everett, a senior midfielder, led Broad-
neck with two goals and boosted her 
season total to a whopping 11.

Abbie Morris, Kearns and Page each 
had a goal and assist apiece.

It’s hard for any team to slow Broad-
neck down this season.

“We are really good offensively,” said 
Page, a junior whose team held a sig-
nificant advantage in shots (22-6) and 
corners (9-2). “We connect really well in 
the circle.”

Broadneck Field Hockey 
Remains Perfect

Photos courtesy of Elizabeth McGrail Imber

Above: During Broadneck’s victory over the Falcons, the Bruins put pressure on Severna 
Park’s defense. Below: Faith Everett has seven goals and 13 points for the 7-0 Bruins.

By Kevin Murnane
Starting this academic year, Anne 

Arundel Community College (AACC) will 
offer some athletes financial assistance to 
better compete with other area commu-
nity colleges as well as season-ending 
tournaments.

“We’ve had this conversation of elevat-
ing our athletic program for the last five 
or six years,” said Duane Herr, athletic 
director at AACC. “Other regional com-
munity colleges who were in the National 

Junior College Athletic Association (NJ-
CAA) Division III were downsizing some 
of the teams, and the majority of Mary-
land community colleges were already in 
or transitioning to Division II.”

By going to the NJCAA Division II 
level, the college can now offer athletic 
financial aid to an additional six sports at 
the Arnold campus. The additional sports 
are men’s and women’s soccer, volleyball, 
men’s and women’s basketball, and golf. 
Baseball and softball were already in NJ-
CAA Division II and men’s and women’s 
lacrosse remain non-division scholar-
ship sports.

The scholarships will be merit based 

but will offer local and regional athletes 
needed financial resources to enroll or 
remain in school.

“Many of our athletes have to work 
part-time jobs to pay for their tuition,” 
said women’s soccer and lacrosse coach 
Jim Griffiths. “At least half of my players 
have some type of part-time job to pay for 
school and books. Some have to choose 
between playing sports and working 
for their tuition. Having these financial 
opportunities will help our athletes stay 
in school and worry less about how to pay 
for next semester’s tuition.”

Community colleges surrounding AACC 
are already in NJCAA Division II and 

recruit Anne Arundel County athletes.
“This will level the playing field with 

our neighboring community colleges, and 
hopefully by offering financial assistance, 
it will convince some of our county ath-
letes to stay at home,” Griffiths said.

Griffiths is looking forward to sched-
uling practice and not having some of his 
players leave to go to their part-time jobs.

“We have dedicated student-athletes 
and many of them make the NJCAA 
all-academic teams, but between class, 
homework, practice, games and getting 
treated for injuries, they have a packed 
schedule,” Griffiths said.

Read the full story online.

With Win Over Severna Park, BHS Keeps Rolling

AACC Elevates Its Athletic Program To NJCAA Division II
College Will Offer 

Scholarships In 10 Sports
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VCA CALVERT VETERINARY CENTER
“Your Other Family Doctor”

4100 Mountain Road | Pasadena, MD 21122 | 410-360-PAWS (7297)
(across from Lake Shore Plaza)

Hours of Operation:  Monday–Friday, 7:30a.m. – 7:30p.m.  |  Saturday, 8:00a.m. – 1:00p.m.

Check out our website today! vcahospitals.com/calvert

October 14
Behind the 
scenes 
hospital tours

Dog training 
demonstrations

Local vendors

NEW PATIENTS BEING ACCEPTED
 Ultrasound
 Digital X-ray

 In-house laboratory
 Therapy laser

 Laser surgery
 Pharmacy on-site

 Exotic
     pets 

Now offering puppy classes, call to register.

FALL OPEN HOUSE
1-3 pm

Hours of Operation: Monday - Saturday 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

825 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD        410-544-9009

Auto
Detailing

“Make your car NEW again!”
CALL TO SCHEDULE

410-544-9009
• Interior Detailing
• Exterior
   Detailing
• Hand Waxes

Cleaning Up America...

One Car at a Time!

Keep Your Car Shiny,
Clean & Spot Free with an

Unlimited 
Car WaSh memberShip 

Starting at 

$3495
per month

Clean, Dry, 
Shiny, Fast!

• Headlight
   Restoration
• Carpet Shampoo
• Scratch Removal

Thank You 
Severna Park

For 
Voting Us 

Best
Car Wash!
2011 - 2023 2023

By David Bashore

F or a Severna Park volleyball team working with a mix of 
experienced seniors and fresh-faced youngsters, an up-
and-down start was expected. But after a 4-3 run to start 

the season, the team is in high spirits about what it can achieve.
The Falcons opened the season with a straight-set win over 

Archbishop Spalding on September 5, then followed that with 
a five-set win over McDonogh. They finished the month with a 
straight-set win over Chesapeake Science Point and a four-set 
win over South River. In between were three straight losses, 
in straight sets to Maryvale Prep and in four sets to Arundel 
and Crofton.

In those league losses, though, Severna Park did something 
no team had yet done to that point in the season: the Falcons 
ended both Arundel’s and Crofton’s straight-set streaks.

For a team with a few veterans but young players producing 
all over the court, the early season schedule was always going to 
be challenging, and the performances uneven. But Severna Park 
hopes that trial by fire will stand the team in good stead as the 
playoffs loom.

“I thought we had some good performances. We just need 
more games,” Severna Park coach Tim Dunbar said after the 
September 19 game against Arundel. “We had a good game plan 
[against Arundel], and for the most part we stuck to it well. 
Little things here and there that you want to get on them about, 
but we’re inexperienced. They just need to play more.”

Through seven matches entering October, senior outside 
hitter Perry Stevenson led the Falcons with an impressive four 
kills per set and with 75 digs. Senior libero Annabelle Mora led 
the team with 3.1 digs per set, while senior Jackie Ball had 16 
service aces. The setters, freshman Jennifer Hong and sopho-
more Gena Willis, combined for 185 assists.

Severna Park’s next match came against Broadneck on 

October 5. The Falcons wrap up county play against Old Mill 
and Meade.

The progression has the team about on track where Dunbar 
expected it would be prior to the season, with so much youth 
getting their first varsity experience.

“You’re seeing good things and you’re thinking you want to 
get upset at some other things, but they don’t have that much 
experience,” Dunbar said. “You’ve got a 13-year-old as a fresh-
man on the court — she’s hanging in there — [and] our other 
setter is a sophomore. Our other outside hitter is a sopho-
more. It’s a growing thing and a progression. We look better 
every match than the one before, and if we keep doing that, 
we’ll be fine.”

per set and 79 overall. Sophomore setter 
Sydney Lawrence dished out a little 
more than 10 assists per set, 377 overall. 
Brin Chesnut and Allie Chesnut were 
neck-and-neck for the team lead in digs, 
each pulling about three digs per set.

September gave many ups and one 
major down for the Bruins program. 
They’ve dropped only five sets in eight 
matches, and only three in county play 
— all to Arundel in a five-set loss on 
September 26.

Realbuto and multiple players ex-
pressed their opinion that the team wasn’t 
at its best that night, but they’re hoping to 
get another shot at the perennial champi-
onship contending Wildcats in the county 
championships later this month.

“We love playing them; the rivalry gets 
us prepared. It’s competitive and always 
a good game every time,” Lawrence said. 
“The first two sets were inconsistent for 
us, and that’s what we need to work on. 
We’re just excited to keep playing compet-
itive teams and hopefully go far.”

The competitive schedule doesn’t let 
up from this point on. Broadneck’s next 
two games are against Severna Park and 
Crofton on October 5 and October 10, 
respectively.

“Every game that’s coming up is going 
to be a tough game. In the long run, if we 
do make it to states, these matches will 
make it pay off for us,” said Brin Chesnut. 
“I think we have a lot of grit and resilience, 
and I think that’s hopefully going to be 
what sets us apart.”

BHS Volleyball 
Optimistic

»» Continued from page 18

Photo by David Bashore

Kathryn Rojek passed the ball during a loss to Arundel.

Young Falcons Spikers 
Showing Growth 
In Early Season
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Turn to Frank & Bill’s to
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repair needs!

[3368]
410-255-Dent

Visit our website to see our work!
FrankandBills.com Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

“She Will Get You
Through The Door

Hassle - Free”

Office: 410–263-3400
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=

Great Time To Sell Your Home
Give Melissa Blohm a call, and let’s sell your home for

TOP DOLLAR!
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410-987-8300  | 401 Headquarters Drive, Millersville, MD 21108
MillersvilleAH@Gmail.com | MillersvilleAnimalHospital.com
 facebook.com/MillersvilleAnimalHospital    @millersvilleanimalhospital

Where
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- Ultrasound
- In-house 
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- Digital x-ray
- Laser surgery
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Serving the Greater Severna Park Community for over 40 Years

Karl J. Appel, CPA Patrick S. Cassilly, CPA

570 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD 21146
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$3 Domestic Drafts $15 Domestic Bucket$4 Imported Drafts $18 Imported Buckets
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By David Bashore

A fter losing 56-0 at Broadneck on September 29, the 
Severna Park football team’s collective mood was un-
derstandably at a low ebb.

The Falcons fell to 1-4 on the season with the loss, but some 
causes for optimism remained despite the losses piling up. This 

was the first game the Falcons were never truly in, but Broad-
neck was also the best team they’ve played so far.

After hanging with a quality Meade team in the season open-
er, a 46-25 defeat, Severna Park beat South River 20-10, before 
falling to Annapolis 42-30 and Chesapeake 21-14.

“The county is good this year, and that’s a great thing,” said 
Severna Park head coach Nick Marks. “There’s a lot of quality 
teams: Meade’s very good, Annapolis is good, Chesapeake is on 
the rise. Lots of opportunities for us, and that starts again with 
Northeast for homecoming [October 6].”

Through five games, Vince Nguyen has completed 57% of his 
passes for 814 yards and three 
touchdowns. Jack Fish has caught 
17 passes for 301 yards and a 
score, while Cole Cavanaugh has 
17 catches for 166 yards. Isaiah 
Green has caught two touchdown 

passes and Joey Tramontana has one. Demetrious Jones has 
rushed for 204 yards on 54 carries and two scores.

The main issues for Severna Park have stemmed from showing 
flashes on offense, but not being able to sustain drives consis-
tently, either because of turnovers or simply not being able to 
move the chains. That has put pressure on an undersized defense 
tasked with stopping bigger offensive attacks. That challenge 
reared its head particularly against Meade and Broadneck, both 
of which stacked up around 500 yards of offense.

Still, there are glimmers of what the coaches hope to see from 
a young squad using the beginning of the year as a learning 
experience in the hopes of stacking some wins at the end of the 
2023 campaign.

“We’ve seen flashes and glimpses of what we’re trying to do,” 
Marks said. “But this is a pretty young group of guys, so it’s going 
to be tough [right now]. We just have to keep working and look 
forward, because there’s a lot of football left to be played.”

By David Bashore

A fter a tight season-opening 
loss to McDonogh, it’s been all 
systems go for the Broadneck 

football team.
The Bruins rebounded from that early 

setback by winning the next four games, 
capped with a 56-0 shellacking of Sever-
na Park on September 29.

During that game, the Bruins scored 
eight times on nine possessions — they 
took a knee on fourth down on the ninth. 
Broadneck’s featured back, Ian Mauldin, 
hit the end zone four times on just eight 
touches, piling up 228 yards from scrim-
mage. He’s now at 96 total touches (87 
rushes, nine receptions), 616 yards (463 
rushing, 153 receiving), and 10 touch-
downs for the season.

“Ian’s been the key — we haven’t been 
100 percent [healthy on offense], and 
everyone’s been keying on him, so that’s 
been tough,” said Broadneck coach Rob 
Harris, who picked up his 100th win at 
the school in the Severna Park win.

For the season thus far, Eli Harris 
leads the Bruins with 201 receiving yards 
and a touchdown, despite missing two 
games due to injury. Joey Smargissi and 
Aaron Foote each have two touchdown 
catches, while C.J. Watkins has rushed 
for 178 yards and two scores, and Mari 
Hayes also has two scores.

Passing, Watkins and Patrick Doyle 
are splitting duties. They have combined 
for 489 passing yards and five touch-
downs to just one interception.

After losing 21-14 to McDonogh on 
September 1, the Bruins played well but 
had some unexpected interruptions and 
hiccups along the way.

Their 28-7 win over Arundel went viral 
when it was briefly delayed by a prank in 
which a YouTuber disguised himself as a 
referee and stole the game ball.

Broadneck’s 37-21 win over Meade was 
stopped for 20 minutes due to a neck in-
jury suffered by a Meade player, who was 
taken to the hospital as a precaution.

Their 21-14 win over Glen Burnie was 
deemed subpar, whether by overlooking 
the Gophers and looking ahead to Sever-
na Park, or for some other reason.

But as September ended, the Bruins 

woke up, and a near-complete perfor-
mance over Severna Park has the Bruins 
thinking big things could be in store.

The defensive effort has stepped up in 
recent weeks, with Harris stating that the 
team is on the verge of “figuring it out.”

“Practices have been on point, and we 
watch film nonstop,” said senior defen-
sive end Tyler Hicks. “We try to build 

momentum — defense builds it, offense 
carries it through. As soon as we get that 
momentum, we’re tough to stop.”

Defensively, the Bruins have piled 
up eight sacks, 13 turnovers and one 
defensive touchdown, scored by Doyle. 
Tyrin Chinn-Thompson, Jed Pelli-
cano and Logan Gilbert are the team’s 
leading tacklers.

That momentum and growth is the 
mindset for Broadneck as players seek to 
get past the early rounds of the playoffs 
and get the opportunity to play for it all.

“We just stay hungry. We don’t worry 
about the past,” Mauldin said. “We start 
off the second half of the season 0-0, 
starting with Old Mill, so we’ve got to get 
back to work.”

Broadneck Wraps 4-1 Season Start With Rout Of Severna Park

Falcons Looking Forward After Loss

Photo by David Bashore

Severna Park’s leading receiver, Jack Fish 
returned the opening kickoff during the 
Falcons’ recent loss to the rival Bruins.

Home Sweet Home
The Falcons are gearing up to play a homecoming 

football game against Northeast on Friday, October 6, 
at 6:00pm. Community attendance is encouraged.

Photo by David Bashore

Jed Pellicano (7) and Eli Harris (5) led the 
Bruins onto the field against the Falcons.

Photo by Dennis McGinley

Linebacker Albie Palsa and the Broadneck 
defense stymied Severna Park’s passing attack.

Photo by Dennis McGinley

Against the Falcons, Ian 
Mauldin hit the end zone four 
times on just eight touches, 
piling up 228 yards from 
scrimmage for the Bruins.
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of what oftentimes is a superior level 
of depth and skill.

Right back and captain Francesca 
Dunoyer had five assists, while Abby 
Cover and Erin Hussey had two help-
ers apiece.

The Falcons’ success so far has been 
in their skill and its depth, as the 
young players get acclimated to an ex-
perienced core that gives Severna Park 
a tough defensive spine through which 
their talent can shine without a great 
deal of risk.

“We didn’t graduate anyone in our de-
fense, and our chemistry in the defense 
is awesome. Our midfield helps us out a 
lot, and they make the work a lot easier 
for us because they’re so good,” said 
Severna Park senior center back Cait-
lyn Boucher. “Coach Stimmo is always 
telling us that if we see space to take it, 
and our midfielders read the game so 
well that I don’t even have to tell them, 
they just see it and cover for me when 
I’m going forward.”

Boucher netted one of the team’s 
six goals in a season-opening shutout 
of Arundel, which was followed by a 

1-0 victory over Severn School, with 
Feemster scoring the winner. The 
Falcons also beat South River 3-0 and 
Chesapeake 3-1, before following up 
the Broadneck victory with a 3-0 win 
against Glen Burnie.

With the traditional Tuesday-Thurs-
day game grind hitting full swing, 
Severna Park can lean on their depth, 
but the team’s mentality might be more 
important: whether the Falcons win, 
lose, or draw, the next game is never 
more than five days away, so there’s 
little time to dwell on anything good or 
bad. They simply must go again.

“We don’t want to rest on any result. 
We have a preparation day and it’s 
into the next game,” Stimpson said. 
“Consistency is the key for us because 
it helps us keep that standard high. 
We have 22 field players, and everyone 
obviously wants to compete for min-
utes, but they’re all working toward the 
same goal.”

Boucher said, “We play Tuesday, we 
go again Wednesday (in training), and 
we play again Thursday. We just keep 
going, because the goal is to make it all 
the way to the end.”

Severna Park Girls Soccer
»» Continued from page 18

“You just have to save it,” Schis-
ler said matter-of-factly about his 
mindset approaching the penal-
ty kick. “You make the save and 
then the second one. It pumps 
the team up.”

The Falcons have had a steady 
approach to games this season: start 
quick, dictate, ideally score first, 
and settle into the game from there. 
Campbell has helped with that effort, 
leading the Falcons with eight goals.

That approach led to unqualified 
success this season, but the Fal-
cons are keen to keep a level head 

as the business end of the season 
approaches.

“At this point of the year, is one 
win more than another? I don’t 
think so. Everything’s building 
toward the end of the season,” said 
Severna Park coach Ryan Parisi. “I 
still think the last couple of weeks 
have been tough from a training per-
spective, with all of the weather-re-
lated things. We’ve done a good job 
competing in those games, but I’d 
love to get a little more time on the 
practice field and refine the things 
we’re looking to improve upon for 
later in the season.”

Falcons Boys Soccer
»» Continued from page 18

By David Bashore

W ith a healthy mix of senior 
leadership and young talent, 
Broadneck has cause for op-

timism after a strong start to the 2023 
boys soccer season.

The season started with a bang for 
Broadneck as the Bruins beat reigning 
4A champion Bowie 2-1 in the open-
ing game September 1, courtesy of an 
overtime winner from freshman for-
ward Wilson Banwell, the first of his 
team-leading five goals on the season.

The Bruins had a 6-2-0 record this 
season through the end of Septem-
ber, as they backstopped the Bowie 
victory with a 3-1 win over Chesapeake 
and consecutive 5-0 victories over St. 
Mary’s, Chesapeake Science Point, and 
Southern. Their most recent win came 
September 28 over Arundel, 3-1.

Along with Banwell, sophomores 
Braeden Kelley, T.J. Remson and 
Brady Miller have established them-
selves as starters and key impact play-
ers for the Bruins over the first month 
of the season.

“I feel a little old,” quipped senior 
midfielder Harlan Welsh, one of the 
team’s captains. “I think every time I 
step on the field, I know what I have to 
bring to the table, and if I bring what 
I know I can bring and they continue 
to play at the level they’re playing at, 
then we’re going to be in good shape.

“They’re talented players, so I think 
the main thing is leading by example, 
showing them the work rate — Wilson 
and B.K. have great work rates — but 
the best thing is to work hard and have 
them follow your example, because 
they are talented players.”

Kelly and Welsh each had four goals 
to start the year, while Ethan Co-
lon and Patrick Robillard each had 
three. Banwell and Zach Madairy 
each contributed three assists.

In goal, Matt Tettemer made 
22 saves and conceded eight goals 

through September. In total, Broad-
neck’s defense has posted three 
clean sheets.

Broadneck’s two defeats came to 
quality opposition, a 2-1 loss against 
rival Severna Park on September 26 
and a 4-0 setback to Archbishop Curley 
in the first half of their Public-Private 
Challenge series. The second game, 
against Mount Saint Joseph, was post-
poned due to Tropical Storm Ophelia.

In the loss to Severna Park, Broad-
neck had a chance to seize the initia-
tive with a penalty kick in the open-
ing minutes, but Welsh’s spot-kick 
was saved, and the Bruins didn’t get 
another real chance at goal until the 
final minutes.

“The effort and consistency, we can 
work with. We want to keep going for-
ward and continue to play consistent-
ly,” said Broadneck head coach Sean 
Tettemer. “We want to continue to 
improve and develop, but this has been 
a good measuring stick of where we are 
right now.”

Though they have several solid 
performances strung together, the 
setbacks and losses may help more in 
setting the Bruins up for a run when 
county championships and regionals 
roll around later this month.

“It’s partly motivation and partly I 
have the confidence that I know every 
time I step out there, I’m going to have 
the opportunity to score that penalty,” 
Welsh said. “I missed mine and they 
scored theirs — that’s the way the 
game works sometimes, but it’s not 
going to stop me from going out there 
with confidence.

“Teams like those also help us pre-
pare and get emotionally to give 100 
percent for the entire game. They’re 
very talented teams and they play a 
high level of soccer, and if you make 
a mistake, they’re going to capital-
ize. That’s how it’s going to be in the 
playoffs.”

Effort, Consistency Propel BHS Soccer To Strong Start

Photos by David Bashore

Above: Severna Park’s Eneko Allen and Broadneck’s Tanner Boone fought for 
possession. Below: Broadneck senior forward Patrick Robillard had three 
goals to start the season.
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410-696-7300 | www.aokitchens.comHours: Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm | Sat 9am to 1pm 741 Generals Hwy Suite 100, Millersville, MD 21108

Overstock!
Monterey 96” Dining 
Table with 8 Chairs!

Save 30%
Free Delivery

Annual Showroom Clearance Sale
Save 30% to 50% 
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Select Showroom Furniture Displays
Lloyd Flanders  •  Tommy Bahama  •  Telescope  •  Kingsley Bate

Deep Discounts
on

In-Stock Grill Displays & 
Outdoor Kitchen Islands

By David Bashore

U ntil September 21, things 
were looking rosy for the un-
beaten young Broadneck girls 

soccer team.
Despite successive losses late in the 

month, there’s still plenty of optimism 
coming out of Cape St. Claire.

Broadneck opened the season Septem-
ber 2 with a doubleheader victory over 

Middletown (2-0) and Urbana (9-0). They 
wrapped up non-league play undefeat-
ed after a pair of 1-0 wins over Saint 
Timothy’s and Dulaney. In league play, 
the Bruins drew Chesapeake 1-1 and beat 
Chesapeake Science Point 7-0, before 
successive losses to Southern (1-0) and 
Severna Park (2-1). They wrapped up the 
month with a 4-0 win over Arundel.

In the game against Southern, 

Broadneck had plenty of possession and 
scoring opportunities, but just couldn’t 
convert. Against Severna Park, the 
Bruins gave fierce resistance against a 
quality opponent but eventually conced-
ed two second-half goals and their rally 
came up short.

Still, the tests are giving the team 
some opportunity for growth as a young 
team comes to grips with the rigors of a 

challenging county schedule.
“We just, not for a lack of effort, we’ve 

just [sometimes] given the ball way too 
easily, and kind of in bad spots,” said 
Broadneck coach John Camm. “Once we 
get a little more in sync and on the same 
page — we’re a little bit on the younger 
side — we’ll be fine.

In the first nine games, senior mid-
fielder Maddie Capps paced Broadneck 
with seven goals and three assists, while 
freshman Mia Orso had three goals 
and three assists. Olivia Orso added 
two goals and two assists, while Sienna 
Miller and Natalie Crooks also had two 
goals. Susanna Moore had two assists.

In goal, Kyleigh Bland contributed 
57 saves, to go with six clean sheets. 
Nine of those saves came in the loss to 
Severna Park.

Having one of the best goalkeepers in 
the state has given the Bruins plenty of 
opportunities to stay in games early in 
the season, and that has yielded success 
when Broadneck could score and play at 
its best. But the challenge with younger 
players is consistency, which is some-
thing the team is working for as the 
season progresses toward county and 
region championships.

That’s a challenge the youthful squad 
is relishing.

“They’ve got a really good mindset. I’m 
not worried about them at all. They’re 
going to be fine. These are games in 
late September,” Camm said. “[Severna 
Park] is a rivalry game, so you want to 
win it, but we’ve got a lot of good soccer 
left to play.”

Photos by David Bashore

Left: Through the first nine games, Kyleigh Bland made 57 saves for Broadneck. Right: Mia Orso (15) started her 
season with three goals and three assists through her team’s first nine games.

Bruins Girls Soccer Is Undaunted Despite Late-Month Setbacks
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Gayle Mangan Kassal 
(right), the mural artist 
who oversaw Broadneck 
Elementary School’s 
legacy project, added 
final touches to the 
hundreds of flowers 
students painted over 
the course of three 
weeks. The completed 
mural was unveiled in 
early September.

Broadneck Third-Graders Leave Their Legacy

By Elizabeth Harwood

B roadneck Elementary School has a unique 
tradition for third-graders. Each year, 
students participate in what’s known as a 

legacy project, an opportunity to make a last-
ing impact.

In 2018, the school enclosed what used to be 
an indoor courtyard-like area used as the school 
library, which created a corridor with two new 
walls centrally located inside the school. Steph-
anie Walsh, a Broadneck art teacher at the time, 
was immediately inspired.

“We had these massive blank walls with noth-
ing on them,” Walsh said.

Walsh knew who she would reach out to — 
Gayle Mangan Kassal, a mural artist who worked 
on a past project with Walsh.

While discussions of installing a mural at 
Broadneck Elementary School began in the 
2019-2020 school year, COVID-19 interrupted the 
planning until October 2021 when Walsh applied 
for funding with an Arts Council of Anne Arun-
del County grant. The grant was awarded and, 
with a Broadneck parent teacher organization 
contribution, a mural design for one of the two 
walls commenced in January of last year.

“I really wanted to focus on our mascot, 
»» Continued on page 37

By Lily Saunders 
Student Intern

B roadneck High School junior 
Rachel Spitzer published her debut 
children’s book, “Tiny Kindness,” 

in August. Written and illustrated by 
Spitzer, the book is centered around the 
value of kindness, promoting friendship 
and mental health.

The inspiration behind the book came 
from the Tiny Kindness Campaign Spitzer 
created in middle school for her Girl Scout 
troop. For the campaign, she illustrated 
brochures for schools and groups in her 
community in hopes of encouraging 
kindness and positive mental health. This 
project was continued in her high school 
troop, which sparked the interest in cre-
ating a book similar to the theme of the 
Tiny Kindness Campaign.

More specifically, Spitzer’s decision to 

cater the book toward children was due 
to the lack of mental health inclusion 
found in most children’s books she had 
read growing up. Spitzer hopes the entire 
book resonates with adolescent readers 
in some way, but she especially hopes the 
end of the book does the most. In that 
section, the animal characters learn about 
the impact of small acts of kindness from 
the main character, Tiny. She hopes to 
emphasize how much even small acts of 
kindness can impact people.

The production of “Tiny Kindness” 
began during Spitzer’s freshman year, 
when she came up with the idea and 
began working on the storyline. The book 
was then written and illustrated over the 

course of her sophomore year. Each illus-
trated page in the children’s book took 
about two to three hours to create, and 
images were originally sketched on paper 
and pencil and then transferred to Adobe 
to digitally create the illustrations.

Spitzer remarked that designing illus-
trations was the most difficult part of the 
production process of “Tiny Kindness,” 
but she also said, “It was a really fun pro-
cess and I really enjoyed doing them.”

She plans to write and illustrate more 
books about the adventures Tiny embarks 
on, as well as his small acts of kindness 
toward others. She plans on creating new 
storylines, towns and different animal 
characters, along with finding a new 
online website to help digitize future 
illustrations.

When asked why the idea to publish her 
children’s book was so important to her, 
Spitzer responded with, “I just thought it 
was a really cool thing to do. You don’t see 
a lot of kids writing these kinds of books.”

“Tiny Kindness” is available for pur-
chase on Amazon, and proceeds of all pur-
chases will go toward the Mental Health 
America nonprofit organization.

Broadneck Student Publishes Debut Children’s Book
Rachel Spitzer published her debut 
children’s book, “Tiny Kindness,” in 
August. The book is meant to show 
readers the power of friendship and 
good deeds.

Photo courtesy of Jennifer
Amendolar Photography
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410-672-1244

Dr. Balestino-Estes Dr. Kostkowski Dr. Lilly 

A rechargeable hearing device for
morning news to late night tv

Freedom from 
disposable batteries
with state-of-the-art lithium-ion 
battery technology*.

Plus

Try Oticon REAL Risk-Free! 

Introducing Oticon REAL™
A clear breakthrough for more natural hearing. 
Imagine being able to experience the many, wonderful
sounds in your environment in a more natural, comfortable 
way with one super-fast charge. Thanks to the next-
generation microchip technology in the Oticon REAL,
sounds and conversations will feel more balanced and natural 
all around you – not just the ones directly in front of you.

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A  |  Severna Park
www.hearsolutions.com

Call to schedule your Personal Listening Demonstration with our Doctors Of Audiology
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ARCHBISHOP

SPALDING
HIGH SCHOOL

Open House
Sunday, October 29, 2023

We are One in Christ
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For more information
visit archbishopspalding.org

Preschool Program Highlights
Smart Fit Kids Preschool

780 Ritchie Highway, Ste 26-28
Severna Park, MD 21146

410-777-9398

• Focus on pre-reading and writing 
 skills, and basic math concepts to 
 ensure kindergarten readiness
• Spanish and Chinese language 
 classes
• STEM classes and Taekwondo
• MSDE certified and licensed staff
• Ages 3-5 years old

smartfit@smartfitkidsacademy.com

• Trunk or Treat contest

• Costume contest

• Games, entertainment and food

• Vendors are welcome to host a 
 trunk, game or booth

2023 Fall Festival
Join Smart Fit Kids for a fun Fall Festival!

Friday
October 20, 2023
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
(FREE and open to all)

Scan Here To 
Learn More

Register Your
Trunk Here
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By Lauren Burke Meyer

F or Benfield Elementary School 
Principal Sue Myers, parent 
involvement is a key ingredient 

in the school’s recipe for success.
“For me, I view my most important 

job as a principal is to ensure a safe, 
supportive, enriching environment 
for teachers to teach, children to 
learn, and for parents to be wel-
comed and involved,” Myers said.

Before starting at Benfield in 2019, 
Myers had previous assistant prin-
cipal stints at a pair of schools plus 
principal roles at three institutions 
based in Maryland’s capital, includ-
ing Monarch Academy Annapolis.

In 2014, Myers was selected as the 
National Distinguished Principal 
for Maryland through the National 
Association of Elementary School 
Principals. She also served as the 
president of the Maryland Asso-
ciation of Elementary Principals 
for 2021 and remains active in the 
organization.

Now in her 29th year as an educa-
tor in Anne Arundel County, Myers, 
who will oversee 460 students at 
Benfield this year, believes that 
educating children is a team effort 
between the school and home.

“There are so many involved fami-
lies who support our school, and this 
makes a difference for our staff and 
students each day,” Myers said.

Myers noted the parent teacher or-
ganization (PTO) is actively engaged 
and proactively supports teachers 
and students. The organization creat-
ed a nature center on the playground 
for children to explore and learn 
through play. Additionally, the PTO 
sponsors assemblies and after-school 
events such as the variety show.

“Their involvement truly helps 
to provide a more well-rounded 
school experience for the students,” 
Myers said.

Benfield PTO co-presidents Beth 

Karsner and Elizabeth Somerset 
shared how Myers is supportive and 
collaborates closely with the organi-
zation on all initiatives.

“Mrs. Myers is the kind of con-
scientious, caring educator whose 
vivacious energy and keen eye 
enables her to see the potential in 
individuals and the community, 
to create a nurturing environment 
where students are encouraged to be 
their best selves,” Karsner said.

Both ladies noted qualities of My-
ers, including how she’s a great lis-
tener, fair, consistent and approach-
able. Myers strives to get to know the 
children’s interests, personalities, 
strengths and learning styles.

“She is the person who gets kids 
out of the cars in the morning car 
line, visiting all the classrooms 
throughout the day, being the lunch 
monitor and then sitting down for 
meetings in the afternoon,” Somer-
set said. “She does it all.”

Myers praised the work ethic of 
Benfield’s teachers in supporting 
each of their students and involving 
their families.

“Benfield teachers amaze me every 
day with their knowledge about 
teaching and ensuring that the les-
sons meet the needs of all learners,” 
Myers said. “They are a motivated 
group and inspire their students to 
always put their best foot forward 
and engage in learning.”

Myers values opportunities to 
encourage children to ask questions 
about learning, and she believes 
lessons should be connected to real 
life, with opportunities to engage in 
critical thinking.

Myers has degrees from the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Loyola Universi-
ty Maryland and Gocher College.

“When working with teachers, it is 
so important to provide them [with] 
resources, time and feedback so that 
we are able to grow our students so-
cial-emotionally and academically,” 
Myers said.

Myers knows what it’s like to be 
on the teacher’s side of things too. 
She began her career as a teacher in 
Pasadena at Riviera Beach Elemen-
tary School and later served as a 
behavior specialist at Brooklyn Park 
Elementary.

The principal has a new mathemat-
ics curriculum that will be a large 
part of professional development 
for teachers.

The school is also expanding writ-
ing instruction to provide students 
the opportunity to write on demand. 
This entails creating a written piece 
outside the normal literacy classes to 
explain their thinking.

“This will help them develop 
their skills even more in writing to 
become proficient writers across all 
subjects in school,” Myers said.

Educator Of The Month
Sue Myers
Benfield Elementary 
School

The Educator of the Month is proudly sponsored by Cafe Mezzanotte.

Nursery School - Child Care - Pre-K - Before & After Care - Summer 

arly
chool

dinboro

Maryland State Department of Education approved
curriculum for Nursery School and Kindergarten

Kindergarten Full Day
(Early Admission Option)

Talented & Gifted Programs

• Childcare Age 2
• Nursery School for Age 3

• Pre-K for Age 4
• Kindergarten for Age 5

• Before & After Care - Thru Age 7

410-544-2476
EdinboroEarlySchool.org

380 Jumpers Hole Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

Limited 
Openings

License #40374

Connect
With Us!
www.severnaparkvoice.com

facebook.com/severnapark
SPVoice

Se
ve

rna Pa
r

k

vo ic e

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146  •  410-647-9400
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com  •  www.severnaparkvoice.com

4 year old Pre School through Grade 8
Contact Lynne Fish at LFish@StJohnSP.org

for more information.
410-647-2283  |  www.stjohnspschool.org

Severna Park, MD
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence2008

Academic Excellence in the
Catholic Tradition Since 1959

Faith  •  Family  •  academics

2024-25 application opening October 13th
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Community 
Wellness Day

Saturday, October 14, 2023 | 10am - 1pm
10 Davis Court  |  Glen Burnie, MD 21060
umbwmc.org/wellnessday

Join us for a FREE, family-friendly health and  
resource fair to start your journey to good health.

• Health screenings

• Flu shot vaccinations 
for ages 3 and up

• CPR demonstrations

• Educational tables

Fun and healthy activities for 
the entire family.

U M  B A LT I M O R E 
WA S H I N G T O N  

M E D I C A L  
C E N T E R

• Grab and go meals
• Kids activities
• Live DJ
• And more!

at Marley Middle School

Scan  
to learn  
more

By Mauricio Palmar 
Student Intern

I n recent years, the administrations 
at both Broadneck and Severna 
Park High School have worked to 

make their school communities more 
inclusive. Those efforts culminated in 
national recognition this September 
when both schools were among the 
Anne Arundel County schools to be 
named Unified Champion Schools by the 
Special Olympics.

The group, which included a state-
best six schools, also included Crofton, 
Northeast, Southern and South River.

The Special Olympics Unified Cham-
pion Schools program aims to promote 
social inclusion throughout America, 
usually through highlighting schools 
that effectively implement opportunities 
for students with disabilities to become 
active members of the community. These 
schools make students with disabilities 
feel welcome and actively involve them 
in various activities.

Broadneck and Severna Park earned 
this recognition by meeting 10 stan-
dards of excellence, which include 
components of unified sports, inclusive 
leadership and schoolwide engagement.

Both schools have incorporated 
several unified sports into their varsity 
catalog, including unified tennis, unified 
bocce and unified bowling, which gives 
both general and special education stu-
dents an opportunity to compete for re-
gional, county and state championships.

Off the field, Broadneck has also pro-
vided students with the opportunity to 

participate in other activities to become 
more involved in the school community. 
Through an effort led by Melissa Quigley 
and Jennifer Trout, the physical educa-
tion and special education department 
chairs, respectively, Broadneck intro-
duced unified physical education and 
dance programs, becoming a pilot school 
for the county in the process. The staff at 
Broadneck has also established unified 
Bruin Blocks, which provide opportu-
nities for special education and general 
education students to work together to 
learn new skills in a variety of areas, 
such as art, music and yoga.

Each Friday, special education 
students at Broadneck get the chance 
to operate a coffee cart, as they sell 
coffee to teachers around the building, 
allowing them to interact with new staff 
members and helping them develop 
valuable skills for the workforce. In 
another display of the school’s commit-
ment to inclusion, Broadneck was able 
to host its first Unified Day last spring, 
with several high schools in the county 
participating in the event.

“It is a great honor to earn this dis-
tinction,” said Melissa Pfisterer, an assis-
tant principal at Broadneck High School. 
“This means we are moving toward the 
all-inclusive way … Broadneck students 
are not just considered Bruins; they are 
unified Bruins.”

She added, “It is the best feeling to 
walk into a unified class or unified 
match and see the friendships being 
made and the teamwork among players. 
Students are learning from each other.”

Pfisterer also credited Clay White for 
his role in promoting inclusion through-
out his time at Broadneck. White, who 
retired in 2019, coached unified bowling 
for several years during his 33-year 
tenure as the Bruins boys lacrosse coach. 
The school now has an athletic award 
in his name, given to seniors who show 

dedication, leadership and commitment 
to Broadneck’s unified programs.

“Coach White was a huge advocate 
for inclusion throughout his career,” 
Pfisterer said. “His dedication and com-
mitment to making Broadneck a more 
inclusive school influenced others to 
want to continue the initiative.”

Broadneck, Severna Park Named Unified Champion Schools

Broadneck High School will hold its 39th annual college fair on October 18 
from 6:30pm-8:30pm. A financial aid presentation at 6:00pm will precede 

the main event.
Students from all schools and grades are welcome to attend. More than 

120 colleges and military institutions nationwide will be represented.
Broadneck High School is located at 1265 Green Holly Drive in Annapolis.

Standards Of Excellence
1. Unified sports are offered in at least two seasons throughout the school year.
2. Unified sports participation occurs regularly over the course of each sport season or 

school term and includes competition.
3. Each sport has an adult coach who has received training in Special Olympics 

unified sports.
4. Unified sports is officially recognized by the school in a similar style as other 

athletics/activities.
5. A unified club or student group offers leadership opportunities/training for 

students with and without intellectual disabilities.
6. The inclusive club/group meets at least once per month throughout the school year.
7. The inclusive club/group has an adult liaison and is officially recognized by the 

school in a similar style as other clubs/activities.
8. At least two whole-school engagement activities are implemented per school year.
9. Students with and without disabilities are involved with planning and leading the 

awareness activities.
10. The school is currently self-sustainable or has a plan in place to sustain the three 

components into the future.

College Fair Invites Students From All Schools
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FREE Registration
(A $40 value)

Bring in coupon or mention this ad when you register. Expires October 31, 2023.

 Preschool Program

Morning or 
afternoon 

classes ava
ilable

Register to
day!

Find
Us On:

Voted

Best by:

Call now to schedule

a free tria
l class!

(410) 544-9002 Severna Park

www.rollypolliesmaryland.com

Fall Gym 

Class Registration 

Now En“ROLL”ing!

•	Gym	Classes	
for	ages	

6	

months - 8 years old

•	Open	P
lay	for	W

alking	-	
8	year	o

ld

•	Best	Bi
rthday	P

arties

•	Safe,	N
urturing	

Environm
ent

Docksiders Gymnastics

Don’t miss out on a fun-filled,
upside-down adventure
no child should miss.

ExcEllEncE By choicE!

410-987-8780  •  216 Najoles Rd, Millersville, MD 21108

Session I Now thru November 4
Don’t Delay... Sign Up Today!

Improve your child’s IEP or 
504 plan with the support 
of Education Team Allies.
Beth Nolan has over 20 years of experience in education 
and now is dedicated to supporting families as they
navigate their child’s educational journey.

Contact her today!
info@educationteamallies.com   •   410-793-7060

www.educationteamallies.com

410-544-0072
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203, Severna Park, MD 21146

www.orthowright.com

2023

Best Orthodontic Practice
13 Straight Years!

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.
Admissions 
Open House

An AIMS-accredited independent school in Severna Park
Preschool  ·  Elementary School  ·  Middle School

TO REGISTER:   stmartinsmd.org  ·  410.647.7055

Wednesday, October 18, 2023
10:00am – 12:00pm

Visit us and 
experience  
our engaging  
learning 
environment 
and our 
inclusive 
Episcopal 
community. 

Financial Aid 
Grants Available.
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Each month, the Severna 
Park Voice poses a ques-

tion to a local fifth-grade class. 
This month, students from 
Mrs. Lepovsky’s class at Folger 
McKinsey Elementary School 
answered the question:

What is something 
you used to be 
afraid of and why?
I used to be afraid of if there were 
monsters under the bed or in the 
closet because I thought they would 
come and attack me.

Aanya G.

I was afraid of forks because when I 
was younger, I bit a fork and it broke. 
My mouth started to hurt, but then 
I realized after not using them for a 
while [that] I just have to be careful, 
and I started to use them again.

Addy C.

I used to be afraid of the dark 
cause I would hear weird noises 
in my room.

Aedan K.

Middle school.
Ava M.

I used to be afraid of tests because I 
was afraid that I would get the tests 
wrong. Now I know that if you get 
it wrong, you can ask the teacher to 
help you after the tests so you can 
know that information, so you can 
get smarter.

Blake M.

I used to be afraid of catching a 
basketball or football because I got 

hit in the head with a basketball 
and it really hurt.

Cate W.

I used to be afraid of heights. When 
I was little, they seemed so humon-
gous to me because I was so small. I 
just couldn’t tolerate heights.

Clara P.

The dark and night crawlers.
Cole F.

I used to be afraid of being alone 
in the dark. I was not afraid of 
the dark. I was afraid of what 
is in dark.

Ella A.

I used to be afraid of dogs, but now 
I love them.

Henry J.

I was scared of the dark when I 
was 5 years old.

Jake H.

Dogs and cats.
Jakob G.

I used to be afraid of heights 
because it’s scary to be in air or 
on a building. You think you are 
going to fall.

James V.

I used to be afraid of big spaces 
that were dark. I was afraid of 
them because I didn’t like being 
out of control. Since I couldn’t 
see anything, I couldn’t con-
trol anything.

Katherine M.

I used to be afraid of fourth 

grade. I was not really a fast 
worker, but I realized that it 
really was not that hard.

Kylie F.

Bedtime because of my bad 
dreams, like ghost bark.

Layla V.

I used to be afraid of going too 
deep in water and drowning 
in the water, because I was not 
that good at swimming when I 
was younger.

Lucia F.

I used to be afraid of bees 
because they kept flying around 
me. I was the worst when they 
would land on me, and I didn’t 
know until I looked down. Also, 

when they got in my food and I 
thought that I couldn’t eat that 
food ever again until my mom 
made it again and I forgot about 
the bees, and I was fine.

Lucy M.

I used to be afraid of staying 
home alone because I would 
always think of my what ifs, like 
what if there was something 
upstairs. That is why I was scared 
of staying home alone.

Noah M.

I used to be afraid of spiders be-
cause they just creeped me out.

Quinn M.

I used to be scared of the dec-
orations at my cousin’s house. 
There’s this werewolf that was 
on the porch of the front door, 
and every time you passed it, 
it would howl at you. It always 
scared me, but now I’m not 
scared anymore.

Sam Y.

Folger McKinsey Elementary

Question 
of the month

The Question of the Month is proudly 
sponsored by Just-in-Time Renovations

Severna Park’s Preferred Home Improvement Contactor

which is the bee,” Walsh said. “[Bees 
are] just so important to the planet, 
and they are nature’s way of show-
ing what teamwork and communi-
ty can do.”

Where there are bees, there are 
flowers and, for Mangan Kassal, 
relevant symbolism.

“The garden flourishes with the 
help of the bees working together 
as a community surrounded by the 
Magothy River and the Chesapeake 
Bay,” Mangan Kassal explained.

After the vision had been cast, 
274 third-graders, along with 
fourth-graders who missed out the 
prior year due to the pandemic, met 
in March 2022 to leave their legacy. 
Creative juices inspired students 
with ideas, teaching them it’s OK 
to make changes. Students also 
learned about making mistakes.

“There are never really mistakes,” 
Mangan Kassal said. “Sometimes 
we just want to change it or work 
with something else … I think they 

also learned you don’t have to be 
exact and sometimes you just got to 
roll with it.”

Or, as Mangan Kassal shared, 
“like little life lessons all the 
way through.”

Installing the first wall in Janu-
ary inspired a vision for the remain-
ing wall — and a second legacy. 
Another grant was awarded, courte-
sy of Maryland State Arts Council, 
which allowed the next batch of 152 
third-graders to begin their legacy 
tradition, as well as their spin on 
the second wall.

“They wanted a boat, they wanted 
a pirate … [they] wanted someone 
reading,” Mangan Kassal said.

Keeping to the bee concept, the 
second wall shows caricatures of 
bees having an adventure on a boat 
that’s a book. Framing the bottom 
of both walls are book pages that 
lead the eye to the entrance of 
the library. The concept was then 
pulled together by adding a hive 
and some sun.

“The sunshine comes out of the 
library [door] saying this is where 
great ideas are,” Mangan Kassal 
said. “This is our hive, and this is 
how it all comes together. Read. 
Learn. Grow together. The whole 
thing just made sense finally.”

Walsh’s original vision was passed 
down to her successor, Jaclyn Cock-
croft, who noticed students were 
not only learning about themselves 
through the value of art but also 
about working with others on a 
project that requires teamwork.

“Collaboration is a very big part,” 
Cockcroft said. “In the art room, it’s 
very individualized.”

This school year was kicked off 
with an unveiling of the mural and 
a small ceremony, earmarking a leg-
acy for more than 425 students.

“They have a legacy,” Mangan 
Kassal said, “… that stays for 
generations to come and hopefully 
inspires other students.”

For more details, visit www.gayle-
mangankassal.com/educational.

»» Continued from page 32

Broadneck Third-Graders Leave Their Legacy

T he Severna Park Voice’s second 
Community Resource and Business 
Directory cover contest is under-

way, exclusively for high school students.
The Rules
•	Submit art on an 8.5-by-11-inch sheet
•	The main composition must fit in 

8.25-inch-wide by 6.25-inch-tall frame to 
accommodate the magazine’s title
•	The composition should be vertical
•	Artwork cannot use copyrighted material
•	Art must be submitted in original format
•	The cover art will become property of the 

Severna Park Voice

All submissions must be received by 
the Voice before January 1, 2024. Sub-
missions must be the artist’s original 
artwork. Include your name, grade and 
phone number. Send mail to this address: 
Severna Park Voice P.O. Box 608, Severna 
Park, MD 21146. Contact our office with 
any questions by calling 410-647-9400 or 
emailing spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com. 
The cover artwork contest is sponsored by 
Benfield Gallery.

Calling All High 
School Artists
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O ctober is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. 
Here are 10 things 

you might not know about 
breast cancer:

1   	 You may know that one in 
eight women in the U.S. will 

have breast cancer in their life-
time. But did you know that 75% 
of women with breast cancer 
have no or distant family history 
or other obvious risk factors?

Whatever is causing these breast cancers seems to 
be related to the environment and is hard to avoid. 
Even those of us who are trying to exercise, eat 
healthy and not smoke are still being diagnosed. The 
good news is that we can find most of these cancers 
while they are small and curable if we are screening.

2	 Early detection still matters. If breast can-
cer is found when it is a centimeter or less and 

contained completely within the breast, the five-
year survival rate is 99% and the treatment needed 
is more minimal. But once the cancer has spread 
beyond the breast and lymph nodes to other parts of 
the body, such as the lungs, liver and bones, the five-
year survival rate is only 30% — even with modern 

treatments available. Most one-centimeter cancers 
cannot be felt on a physical exam, even in retrospect, 
so screening is vital to find breast cancer this small.

3     	 There are different types of breast cancer. In 
situ vs. invasive. Ductal vs. lobular. ER+ (luminal 

A and luminal B) vs. Her2+ vs. triple negative. The 
type significantly influences treatment and progno-
sis. Triple negative is the most aggressive, but 91% 
are curable if it is small.

4 	 Not all breast cancers make balls. Many grow 
like roots or vines. Fortunately, even though we 

can’t feel these cancers, we can often see them on 
the mammogram.

5 	 White women have a slightly higher incidence 
of breast cancer, but Black women are more likely 

to have aggressive triple negative cancer and are 
more likely to be diagnosed at an early age. Black 
women are also more likely to die from their breast 
cancer. Work is needed to decrease this disparity. 
Annual mammographic screening beginning at age 
40 is recommended for all women.

6 	 Why do we squeeze like that on a mammo-
gram? Yes, it is partly to spread things out so that 

we can see better. But there is another important 
reason: the thinner we get the breast, the lower 
the radiation dose. Radiation doses from current 

mammograms are low-equivalent to about seven 
weeks of the normal low background radiation we 
get every day.

7 	 Dense breasts are normal. About 40% of women 
have breasts that look dense, or cloudy, on their 

mammogram. Mammograms aren’t useless for these 
women, but they are more limited. Three-dimension-
al mammograms and whole breast ultrasounds help, 
but more is needed. New technologies, like abbrevi-
ated breast MRI and contrast-enhanced mammogra-
phy, are being studied.

8 	 Screening is no longer one-size-fits-all. Women 
are now divided into average, intermediate and 

high-risk groups. The women in the high-risk group 
have the option to have additional screening with 
breast MRI, and some qualify to take medication for 
five to 10 years to decrease their risk of developing 
breast cancer.

9 	 Genetic testing has advanced. In the past, we 
could test for only two genes, BRCA1 and BRCA2. 

It was a blood test, and it was expensive. We can now 
test for more than 100 genes related to breast cancer 
and other cancers. This is done by a saliva test, and 
for many women, it is now covered by insurance.

10 	 There is a new law in Maryland for diagnos-
tic coverage. Starting in January 2024, Mary-

land-regulated insurers can no longer charge copays, 
coinsurance or deductible payments for diagnostic 
mammograms and breast ultrasound.

Surprising Facts About Breast Cancer
Laura Amodei
Bay Radiology

Photos courtesy 
of Nana Sue 
Photography

More than 
450 people 

attended the annu-
al Stefanie Ashdown 
Memorial “Do Your 
Best” 5K and 1-Mile Walk 
at Belvedere Elementary 
on September 16, raising 
$36,000 for the nonprofit 
Stef Ripple. The organi-
zation was founded to 
honor Stefanie Ashdown, 
who lost her life to ovar-
ian cancer in 2017, and 
to provide awareness, 
hope, encouragement 
and support for ovar-
ian cancer patients 
and their families.

Stef Ripple 
Continues To 
Make Waves
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Art In The Park 2023 Was A Smashing Success

During Art in the Park on October 1, some artists displayed their works while others held 
live exhibits using oils and watercolors. The event sold out with over 250 tickets to 
support vendors and musicians while treating attendees to culinary arts. Cafe Mezzanotte 
and the Severna Park Voice co-sponsored the festival to benefit Providence of Maryland.
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ANNE ARUNDEL COMMUNITY 
CONCERT ASSOCIATION

2023-2024 Season

AACCA is 
supported in 

part by

Eastport Oyster Boys 
– a local favorite
Wednesday, October 4, 2023 
7:30 @ Severna Park High School

Jaca – clarinet and guitar
Thursday, November 2, 2023 
7:30 @ Severna Park High School

The Suits – vocal quartet
Wednesday, February 28, 2024 
7:30 @ The Byzantium (2747 Riva Rd. Annapolis)

Brian Ganz – piano
Wednesday, March 20, 2024
7:30 @ Severna Park High School

Key of G – tribute to Garth Brooks
Monday, April 15, 2024
7:30 @ Severna Park High School

For more information visit
www.aaccaconcerts.com

Season Membership: $70/Adult
Children/teens up to grade 12 free 
when accompanied by a subscriber.

$30 at the door for non-subscribers

October 13-15, 2023
at Maryland Hall

Visit www.BalletMaryland.org 
for tickets and more information

By Audrey Ruppert

A t first glance, “A Haunting in Venice” 
looks like a horror film — between 
the title and the promotional poster, 

which features a skull against a black back-
ground, one could be forgiven for mistaking 
it as such. I was delighted to discover it is an 
adaptation of an Agatha Christie novel, “Hal-
loween Party.”

“A Haunting in Venice” is the third install-
ment in the series starring Kenneth Branagh 
as a famous detective, Hercule Poirot. While 
the film is rated PG-13 and does feature a few 
jump scares and gory scenes, “A Haunting in 
Venice” is not what I would call horror — it is 
more a detective story with a spooky flavor, 
perfect for the season.

The plot is standard Agatha Christie fare 
— someone was murdered, and Poirot has to 
figure out who did it. He must choose from 
an ensemble of suspects who are all stay-
ing in the same location for the duration of 
the tale. In this case, a famous opera singer 
believes her daughter was killed, and the cast 
of characters assembles on Halloween night: an au-
thor (Tina Fey) who bases her writings off Poirot’s 
real-life feats, a mentally unwell doctor (Jamie 
Dornan) and his precocious son, a spiritual medi-

um (Michelle Yeoh) and her two sidekicks, and the 
former fiancée of the deceased.

Like Holmes, Pym, and other fictional detectives 
of note, Poirot uses his outstanding powers of ra-

tionality and observation to see things oth-
ers overlook. It is recommended to bring a 
friend to these films and sit a few rows away 
from others, so you can whisper and guess 
who the culprit is. As with most of Agatha’s 

stories, you will likely be unable to guess 
the murderer — or, as in my case, you might 
guess correctly but not know the criminal’s 
motives or be able to prove your suspicion 
until Poirot lays it all bare. It is always fun 
to watch incredulously as he pieces together 
clues that were there the whole time for the 
audience to see.

Other than the opening and closing scene, 
the entire film takes place in a creepy pala-
zzo in Venice, with lots of shadows lurking 
in the flames. It is the perfect atmosphere 
for a Halloween film, spooky in a fun way, 
but never overly gruesome or unnecessar-
ily dark. You are left wondering whether 
the supernatural elements are real and if 
there are spirits meddling with our charac-
ters, or whether Poirot’s stark rationalism 
will prevail.

My only criticism would be the rath-
er mixed acting — Branagh is solid, and 
Michelle Yeoh is excellent as always, but 
Tina Fey cannot act and her script is not 
great either. Her expository dialogue at the 
beginning is stilted and heavy handed; it was 
a bit jarring. Jamie Dornan takes a while 
to warm up as well, but eventually you find 
yourself easing into the story and being tak-
en for a ride. While “A Haunting in Venice” 
is not groundbreaking or even particularly 
memorable, it is great for a fun evening 
with friends during the season, and I would 

certainly recommend it. It is especially good for 
those who have weaker stomachs but still want to 
partake in the festivities, since there’s only one 
gory scene throughout, and it’s not an intense one.

“A Haunting In Venice” Is A Frightless But 
Fun Take On An Agatha Christie Tale

Photo courtesy of 20th Century Studios

The film is the third installment in a series 
starring Kenneth Branagh as detective 
Hercule Poirot. The plot is standard Agatha 
Christie fare — someone was murdered, 
and Poirot must find the perpetrator.



Senior Assisted Living Memory Care
www.springarborliving.com

Crofton
1495 Riedel Road, Crofton, MD 21114

410-451-1140

Severna Park
345 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

410-544-7774

Feel confident in the care your loved one is receiving while 
you are away. We offer a full social calendar, wellness programs, 

compassionate care and a full-time medical staff.

Are You Planning A Trip For The Holidays?

We Offer Short-Term/Respite Care

Leading With Heart, Because It’s Personal
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Lorem ipsum

OCTOBER 13
SHOWING AT 7PM
Seating starts at 6pm

SPECIAL FEATURE
Hotel Transylvania

Popcorn will be provided

PARK PLAZA
SHOPPING CENTER
on the side of Park Fitness

LIGHTHOUSE CENTER
DONATIONS
Please bring a pair of new

socks to benefit the homeless.   

Movie

Jody Buck, Realtor®
Key Group of Cummings & Co. Realtors
410.804.9597 | 410.823.0033
jody@keygroupmd.com

Jeff Gunther, NMLS # 191715
Branch Manager, PRMI
410.340.9787 | 410.844.4602
jeff.gunther@primeres.com

Susan Drago-Sternberg
President, C&C Title Co.
410.457.9910
Susan@candctitleco.com

SPONSORED BY:
Your Local Severna Park Realtor:

G uests at Severna Park Lanes can find 
a new and improved redemption 
center and arcade. The new setup 

utilizes a card system instead of coins, and 
it offers new games, like a virtual reality 
“SpongeBob SquarePants” roller coaster.

“It’s similar to what you might see at Dave 
& Buster’s, but on a smaller scale because 
we have a smaller room,” Severna Park 
Lanes owner Mike Hall said when describ-
ing the upgrade.

The SpongeBob virtual roller coaster can 
accommodate one or two players. Other 
new games and activities include “Cruis’n 
Blast,” “Super Bikes 3,” “NBA Game Time,” 
a Fun Zone crane machine and the “Show-
time” crane game.

“We are looking forward to enhancing 
our birthday and corporate party packages 
along with the guest experience with this 
new and enhanced arcade,” Hall said.

Severna Park Lanes
Revamps Arcade

The improved arcade area 
features a “SpongeBob 
SquarePants” virtual 
reality roller coaster and 
arcade cards to keep track 
of points, replacing the need 
for players to insert coins. 
The prize redemption 
center makes it easy for 
visitors to collect rewards.
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NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

• The highest resolution low dose 3D mammograms

• Dedicated, fellowship-trained MDs

• Same day answers in a spa-like setting

• New option for after-work appointments

410-544-3331 
www.bay-radiology.com

Director/Owner

 Laura Amodei, MD
Trained at The Mayo Clinic 

and Johns Hopkins

Introducing

Maria Schmidt, MD
Trained at Stanford, Yale 

and Wash U. 2023

277 Peninsula Farm Road, Suite A
Arnold, MD 21012

Photos courtesy of Charlie P Windsor

The Bohemian Black Festival, 
presented by House of Design 
& Co, celebrated the 
transformative power of 
community, creativity, art and 
connection from September 
16-17 at Earleigh Heights 
Volunteer Fire Company. 
Activities including styling 
workshops, music by DJ 
Blackberri and Ryan Collins, 
laser tag and other games for 
families, a fashion show and 
more. Because September was 
Suicide Prevention and 
Awareness Month, a portion of 
ticket proceeds was donated to 
Life of Joy Foundation, a 
Millersville-based nonprofit.

Bohemian Black Festival Brings Food, Fashion To Earleigh Heights



Kurtz’s Beach 
2070 Kurtz Avenue 
Pasadena, Maryland 21122

umbwmc.org/wineonthewater

Proceeds from ticket sales will go to the  
Tate Cancer Center at UM Baltimore  
Washington Medical Center. 

Since 2003, the Tate Cancer Center has helped more 
than 20,000 people get comprehensive cancer care 
close to home. Together with your support, we will 
continue to offer innovative medical, surgical and 
therapeutic cancer care, and help more people make 
the transition to the survivors.  

That’s a better state of care.

Sip wine. Shop local.
Support cancer care in Anne Arundel County.

A better 
state of care.

Sat, Oct. 21  |  Sun, Oct. 22  |  Noon - 5 pm

U M  B A LT I M O R E 
WA S H I N G T O N  

M E D I C A L 
C E N T E R

Join us
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M aryland’s capital will host a 
world of music in the second 
year of the Annapolis Jazz & 

Roots Festival on two weekends from 
November 3-12. The historic port will 
come alive with music from many 
countries and cultures performed by 
international and regional artists.

Some events require admission; oth-
ers are free. They are held at four sites 
in Eastport, the maritime heart and 
soul of Annapolis.

Weekend One: November 3-5
The 2023 festival kicks off on No-

vember 3 with Halley’s Hot Gumbo 
Swingtet at the historic Peerless Rens 
Club in Eastport. Halley Shoenberg 
performs and records with numerous 
ensembles on clarinet, saxophone and 
flute. She has led concerts at Blues Alley 
and Strathmore, appeared at Carlyle 
Club and The Kennedy Center and 
entertained crowds of swing dancers at 
Glen Echo, Mobtown Ballroom and Po-
tomac River Jazz Club events. Annapo-
lis shows are at 6:00pm and 8:00pm.

Two entertaining and educational 
events will be held at Eastport-An-
napolis Neck Library. The first is on 
November 4 at 11:00am. Nyame Nti 
will perform traditional West African 
drumming. Its rhythms are considered 
foundational elements in the develop-
ment of American jazz. Listeners will 
hear traditional rhythms such as Kou 
Kou, Jondon/Wolosodon, Balanta, 
and Kakilambé and begin to under-
stand their cultural and historical 
significance.

Grammy-nominated lutenist Ronn 
McFarlane returns to Annapolis at 
Eastport United Methodist Church on 
November 5 at 4:00pm, performing mu-
sic of the British Isles with Ayreheart 
and guest vocalist Heather Aubrey 
Lloyd. McFarlane founded Ayreheart 
to bring the lute, the most popular 
instrument of the Renaissance, into the 
21st century. The musicians combine 
traditional roots music with modern 
compositions in a festive program.

Weekend Two: November 11-13
A trio of virtuosos will dazzle audi-

ences on November 10 at 7:00pm when 
international stars of the fusion group 
Melodic Intersect perform at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church. Tabla player Enayet 
Hossain, keyboardist Greg Hatza and 
sitar player Hidayat Khan will fuse clas-
sical Indian music with American jazz, as 
they have on high-charting albums.

On November 11 at 11:00am, Mary-

land state archivist, actor and writer 
Chris Haley will give a presentation on 
indentured servitude and slavery from 
implementation for early settlers in the 
1600s to the abolition of slavery with 
the passage of Maryland’s 1864 state 
constitution. Hear the remarkable story 
of Mathias de Sousa. One of the original 
settlers to arrive aboard the Ark and the 
Dove in the 1600s, he rose from inden-
tured servitude to become a member of 
the Maryland General Assembly. Haley 
will also address how slavery and in-
dentured servitude affected the life and 
legacy of famous Marylander Benjamin 
Banneker. This is the second festival 
event being held at Eastport-Annapolis 
Neck Library.

At 4:00pm on November 11, a Vet-
eran’s Day concert will feature jazz 
singer Hazel Mitchell-Bell. Her band 
will welcome a special guest from Anne 
Arundel County: Annie Award-winning 
saxophonist Terry Koger. Mitchell-Bell’s 
blend of jazz, R&B, and show tunes is 
featured on two albums and each passing 
year takes her to more distant points 
in the U.S. and abroad. She will return 
from a South American tour just in time 
to appear at Eastport United Method-
ist Church for the Annapolis Jazz & 
Roots Festival.

The festival concludes November 12 
with a program entitled “Bossa Nova and 
Beyond.” The show takes place at 4:00pm 
at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. Amoro-
so features Annapolitans Dick Rausch 
on guitar/vocals and vocalist Elizabeth 
Melvin. They will be joined by pianist and 
educator Harry Appelman and two special 
guests: Brazilian brothers Leonardo Luci-
ni (bass) and Bruno Lucini (percussion).

Funding
Annapolis Jazz & Roots operates 

under the umbrella of the Annapolis 
Community Foundation. The organi-
zation is grateful for support from the 
Arts Council of Anne Arundel Coun-
ty, Visit Annapolis & Anne Arundel 
County and Visit Maryland, and Anne 
Arundel County Public Library Foun-
dation. Venue and presenting partners 
Alkebulan and Jazz Beyond Borders 
are major in-kind contributors along 
with All About Jazz and Jazz Near 
You. Business sponsors include Palate 
Pleasers, Colony Liquor Mart and Irish 
Restaurant Company, comprised of 
Galway Bay in Annapolis, Killarney 
House in Davidsonville, Brian Boru 
in Severna Park, and Pirates Cove in 
Galesville.

Reservations are required for all 
events. Visit www.annapolisjazzan-
drootsfestival.com for tickets and 
information about artists, music 
and venues.

Annapolis To Host Jazz And Roots Festival In November
Left: Halley Shoenberg will lead 
Halley’s Hot Gumbo Swingtet on 
opening night, November 3. Dancing 
is allowed and encouraged. Right: 
Washington, D.C. jazz singer Hazel 
Mitchell-Bell will perform on 
Veteran’s Day.

Event Includes Seven Shows 
Over Two Weekends

T he Freedom Choir launched a new fall session 
in two locations beginning the third week of 
September. The goal of this community choir, 

meant to be welcoming and unique, is to “liberate 
your voice.”

No audition or prior experience are required. Or-
ganizers said the choir, led by Annie Award-winning 
musician and vocalist Elizabeth Melvin, welcomes 
singers of all levels to experience the joy of singing 
in a friendly, supportive community.

The repertoire of songs is eclectic and uplifting, 
drawing from a wealth of traditional and contempo-
rary sources. Easy chants, rounds, layer and harmo-
ny songs are all taught by rote with no score, with 
lyrics and recordings provided on the choir website 
for practice. The stress-free musical atmosphere is 
designed to leave singers feeling restored, peaceful 
and energized.

The seven-week session began September 21 in the 
Founders Room at Woods Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Severna Park. With registration, partic-
ipants can choose from one of two locations and 
days (the group is also meeting on Wednesdays at 
11:00am at St. Luke’s Church in Annapolis), but sing-

ers are welcome to attend either one at any time. The 
cost is $135 for the session, with registration online 
at www.thefreedomchoir.com.

Drop-ins are welcome any time for $20. To reserve 
a drop-in space, email contact@thefreedomchoir.com 
and put “Drop-In” in the subject line.

Left: Sitar player Hidayat Khan 
will appear with Melodic Intersect 
on November 10 at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church.

Freedom Choir 
Welcomes New Members
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It’s still the word!

TobysDinnerTheatre.com

August 25 - November 5

410-730-8311for tickets call or visit

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146  •  410-647-9400
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com  •  www.severnaparkvoice.com

 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice      @SPVoice

In Homes november 17

Holiday
Shopping,
Dining &
Entertainment
Edition

Be sure to check out the Voice’s 
annual Holiday Shopping, Dining 
& Entertainment Edition for great 

information on holiday events, 
shopping, dining & catering, 

local traditions, gift ideas, Santa 
appearances and more.

Severna Park

voice

T he Anne Arundel Com-
munity Concert As-
sociation, or AACCA, 

has released its 2023-2024 
concert schedule, with four 
shows scheduled for Severna 
Park High School.

Eastport Oyster Boys will 
kick off the season on Octo-
ber 4. This quartet has been 
deemed Musical Goodwill 
Ambassadors of the Chesa-
peake by the city of Annap-
olis, and they weave stories 
of the Chesapeake Bay into 
their genre-crossing tunes.

Award-winning guitar and 
clarinet duo Jaca comes to 
the Severna Park stage on 
November 2. Jaca fuses the 
sounds of multiple genres 
and continents to provide 
audiences with a unique 
musical experience.

The February 28 show, 
featuring vocal quartet The 
Suits, will be the only one in 
this series not performed at 
Severna Park High School, 
but at the Byzantium at 
SS Constantine and Helen 
Greek Orthodox Church in 
Annapolis.

The Suits’ set spans music 
from four genres and four 
decades — the 1950s through 
1980s. The group’s interactive 
performance is described as 
showcasing smooth choreog-
raphy and tight harmonies.

Critically acclaimed con-
cert pianist Brian Ganz will 
perform on March 20. Ganz 
has appeared as a soloist in 
the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra, the National 
Philharmonic, and other 
renowned orchestras.

Wrapping up the series on 
April 15 is Key of G Live!, a 
tribute to country music star 
Garth Brooks. Led by AJ Bis-
to on lead vocals and backed 
by a six-piece band, this show 
features an array of Brooks’ 
greatest hits.

Severna Park High School 
To Host County Concerts

Photo courtesy of Jay Mallin/Jay Mallin Photos & Film

Critically acclaimed concert pianist Brian Ganz will perform on March 20.

Jaca fuses the sounds of multiple genres and 
continents to provide audiences with a unique 
musical experience.

Wrapping up the concert series on April 15 
is Key of G Live! The act is a tribute to 
country music star Garth Brooks.

All shows are slated to start at 7:30pm on their 
respective dates, and doors open one hour before 
the concert begins. Season memberships cost $70 
per adult, with no cost for accompanying children 
through grade 12. Non-members will pay $30 
at the door.
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410-544-9050 | 558-B Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park 
www.sidestreetframers.com

Specializing In:
• Custom Picture 
 Framing 
• Shadow Boxes
• Photo Restoration

Our gifts are made locally and throughout the USA.

Thank you for letting us be your go-to for 
gifts, custom framing, and home decor. 

New Pasadena location opening in October!

A great new 
selection of 

jewelry, 
pottery, 

and more…

Grow your
career
with us
...

Apply today at spcfa.com

511 Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park, MD 410-647-6232www.SPCFA.com

Severna Park

  ©/TM 2023 CFA Properties, Inc.

A ndrew Hudyma, a Ukrainian 
American and Millersville resi-
dent, held a ceremony on Ritchie 

Highway in Pasadena on September 28 
to reveal the mural “Glory to Ukraine,” 
created by artist Michael Rosato.

The building with the mural is owned 
by Andrew’s wife, Yvette. Andrew com-
missioned the mural because he wanted 
to represent his culture and history.

His parents immigrated to the 
United States in 1950, fleeing their 
beloved homeland.

“I decided an outdoor work of public 
art could help to educate others about 
the historical significance of Ukraine 
and our proud culture,” he wrote in an 
email. “The 40-foot-long mural, painted 
by renowned artist Michael Rosato, is 
stunningly beautiful.”

“Glory To Ukraine” Mural

The “Glory to Ukraine” mural was unveiled during a ceremony on September 28.

E nter the Haggis will continue their 
fall tour with an appearance at 
Rams Head On Stage in Annapolis 

on October 18.
Caroline Browning of Asheville, North 

Carolina, has joined on bass guitar, 
adding energy to the lineup. Her musical 
talents include keyboard, mandolin and 
vocal harmonies.

Craig Downie, founding member of 
Enter the Haggis, is looking forward to 
another concert on the Rams Head stage.

“We are excited to return to the Rams 
Head in historic Annapolis,” Downie 
said. “It’s such a class venue with great 
food and their own brewed beer. What’s 
more, it’s close to Annapolis Harbor in 
case we need a quick dip. We’ll have to re-
member our swimming kilts, though.”

Downie is a cornerstone to the band’s 
multi-instrumental prowess, switching 
between bagpipes, trumpet, Irish whistle 

and harmonica. Front and center are lead 
vocalists Brian Buchanan (fiddle, guitars 
keys) and Trevor Lewington (guitars, 
songwriting). Tom Barraco’s drum kit 
adds a hard-hitting percussive drive. 
Rose Baldino (fiddle, vocals) and Brown-
ing balance out the group.

The trajectory of the Canadian Celtic 
rockers spans two decades since a 2003 
PBS special, “Live at Lanigan’s Ball,” 
brought them into an American orbit.

Rams Head On Stage is a seated night-
club featuring national and regional 
touring musicians and comedians. Food 
and beverages are served before and 
during shows, with house brewed beer 
and weekday happy hours. Showtime 
for Enter the Haggis is 8:00pm with 
doors opening at 7:00pm. Poehemia is 
the opening act. Call 410-268-4545 or go 
to www.ramsheadonstage.com for more 
information.

Enter The Haggis Brings Signature 
Brand Of Celtic Rock To Annapolis

Photo courtesy of Lee Hetherington

(L-R) Rose Baldino, Brian Buchanan, Tom Barraco, Caroline Browning, Trevor 
Lewington and Craig Downie are the band members behind Enter the Haggis.
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P lease give 
a warm 
welcome to 

our newest mem-
bers, and please 
support them. 
Find them in 
our directory at 
www.gspacc.com.

JZ Power 
Washing 
Services LLC 

‒ In operation for years and run by 
a Severna Park High School student 
with a passion for business, JZ Power 
Washing ensures all customers are 
satisfied and every job is completed 
thoroughly and to a high standard. The 
company uses soft-washing techniques 
to make sure your property does not get 
damaged from high pressure. Owner 
Zachary Yeatman is the 2023 winner 
of the Small Business Administration’s 
Rising Star Student Entrepreneur 
Award for Maryland.

Severn View Custom Woodworks 
LLC ‒ Jon Bullough is a skilled carpen-
ter in Severna Park who designs and 
builds custom cabinetry and furniture. 

Let him design the built-ins and fur-
nishings of your dreams.

Touchstone Crystal by Swarovski/
Kathy Walker ‒ In 1891, Daniel Swarovs-
ki’s vision was to create a diamond for ev-
eryone. Today, each piece of Touchstone 
Crystal jewelry is still uniquely designed 
with Swarovski crystals and innovations 
and is sold exclusively through indepen-
dent sales consultants.

Good Hair Collective ‒ Get stunning 
hair artistry tailored to your needs cour-
tesy of this talented team. The artists’ 
hourly rates reflect their vast education, 
experience, specialties, unique skill sets 
and high demand. The company keeps it 
simple: pay by the hour and receive all-in-
clusive services, with a minimum of one 
hour. They also offer hair extensions, top-
pers, VIVIDs and specialty treatments.

Club Pilates, Severna Park ‒ Pilates 
exercises stand out among other forms of 
exercise as they focus on equal pressure 
and symmetry for a healthier body. Un-
like gym exercises that concentrate solely 
on building muscle strength, Pilates aims 
to improve core strength, balance and 

Liz League
CEO

GSPACC

Chamber Update

»» Continued on page 54
By Mark Patton

mark@severnaparkvoice.com

T he phrase “shop local” may con-
jure up images of gifts, clothing 
and produce for many consum-

ers, but Park Pharmacy in Severna 
Park aims to expand those thoughts to 
include pharmaceutical needs.

“They’re keeping that tradition of 
the independent pharmacy still intact 
in this day and age where all these 
bigger chain pharmacies try to take 
over,” said Andrew Muñoz, pharmacy 
manager at Park Pharmacy.

Muñoz is referring to the Profes-
sional Pharmacy Group, a collection of 
independent pharmacies of which Park 
Pharmacy is a part of. Muñoz served in 
the same role at another of the group’s 
pharmacies, Annapolis Professional 
Pharmacy, until his recent move to the 
Severna Park location.

The pharmacist could not be more 
excited to be in Severna Park, an area 
he and his family call home.

“It’s really cool to live and work 
in the same town,” Muñoz said. 
“We’re serving the people that we 
live next to.”

It is customer service that Muñoz 
hopes will attract new faces to the 
pharmacy in Park Plaza shopping cen-
ter. He also works to ensure existing 
customers continue to receive person-
alized and top-notch care, whether 
that’s filling a prescription, discussing 
side effects, providing vaccines, find-
ing accessories for mobility devices or 
just chatting.

“If I’m able to put a smile on a face 
or shed some light through the way 
that we present, or give service, talk to 
them — then I feel like I’ve done my 
job,” Muñoz said.

Park Pharmacy staff members 

stress that they offer benefits that go 
far beyond being local. Because the 
pharmacy is independent, it doesn’t 
face some of the supplier constraints 
that some pharmacies do, such as not 
letting the pharmacist see the pricing 
or only offering one or two vendors to 
secure products from.

With high-profile medication 
shortages plaguing the U.S. — such 
as medication for attention-deficit/
hyperactivity disorder as well as some 
antibiotics — Park Pharmacy is not 
constrained from reaching out to 
multiple vendors and sources to secure 
what a patient is seeking.

“I will go above and beyond, and I 
have the flexibility and independence,” 
Muñoz said. “It’s the customer service 
to really try to take care of the custom-
er’s needs.”

The Howard University College of 
Pharmacy graduate credits many men-
tors on his journey from a young kid in 
Baltimore to working at a pharmacy in 
the state of Washington and ultimate-
ly becoming pharmacy manager at 
Park Pharmacy.

Steve Wells is one of those men-

Park Pharmacy Fills 
Needs For Neighbors

Business Spotlight

»» Continued on page 54

Andrew Muñoz 
and Steve Wells are two of the 

pharmacists at Park Pharmacy.

Independently Owned and Operated

E verything 
you need 
to know 

about money, 
you can learn 
from a Buffett. 
Just not the Buf-
fett you might be 
thinking — Jim-
my Buffett, not 
Warren Buffett.

I would be 
lying if I told you 

that I am a huge Jimmy Buffett fan. I 
am not. I am a fan of being successful at 
doing what you love and clearly Jimmy 
Buffett had that part down. As I heard 
about his passing, I wanted to write a 
column about some of the things we 
can learn from the musical Buffett. 
Another advisor friend of mine, Greg-
ory Ostrowski, wrote an article like 
this a few years ago, and I really liked 
it. Now that Jimmy Buffett has passed 
away, I thought it would be a good idea 
to remember the financial gems he 
sang about.

One of the real masterpieces Jimmy 
Buffett wrote about money is a song 
called “I Used To Have Money One 
Time.” Now the title alone should be a 
forewarning of something you never 
want to say to yourself, especially right 
before retirement.

A few things to think about for those 
who are familiar with the song. The first 
verse lays down some great life lessons 
by reminding all of us that what goes up 
will eventually come down. What’s down 
will eventually come up. That is at least 
how things have been historically. It is 

always important to keep that in mind.
The last verse has perhaps the wisest 

message: take care of your needs and 
watch out for your greed. Having some 
sort of budget to live on is one thing, but 
sticking to it is another. Ask yourself, is 
this a want or a need?

The last point to consider falls in the 
chorus, “But who’s gonna tell a fool.” 
Clearly, here he is talking about regret 
and that it’s difficult to accept once you 
have realized a mistake has been made.

Many of us have benefited from the 
good vibes and wonderful songs Jimmy 
Buffett wrote and sang about. It’s a real 
artist who can turn those songs into 
action and have a real message. Warren 
Buffett is obviously the more established 
Buffett when it comes to the market, 
but Jimmy also has provided some great 
lessons to live by. Rest in peace, Jimmy.

Jason LaBarge, financial advisor 
and president of LaBarge Financial. 7 
Riggs Avenue. Severna Park, MD 21146 
443-647-4321.

Securities and advisory services offered 
through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, 
member FINRA/SIPC, a broker dealer and 
a registered investment advisor. Cetera is 
under separate owner named entity.” 

All investing involves risk, including 
the possible loss of principal. There is no 
assurance that any investment strategy will 
be successful.

The views depicted in this material are 
for informational purposes only and are not 
necessarily those of Cetera Advisor Net-
works LLC. They should not be considered 
specific advice or recommendations for any 
individuals.

Jason LaBarge
LaBarge 
Financial

Lessons From The Other Buffet
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410-934-5400
www.DocksideDerm.com

Lesley
Sutherland, M.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

Stephanie
Clements, M.D.

Board Certified Dermatologist 
& Mohs Surgeon

6-MONTH Money 
Market Account

6.50%APY*

Insured & Guaranteed

As Seen On:

Annual percentage yield. Yield and deposit amount, subject to availability. Penalty for early 
withdrawal. *Promotional incentives included to obtain yield. Certain restrictions apply. 
Rates may vary depending on deposit amount. All bank accounts are FDIC insured.

Severna Park
410-507-0786

40 Locations NationwideAsk us about 
our IRA rollover 

bonuses.

5 � ings To Consider for Newly Engaged 
or Recently Married Couples
Getting engaged or married is a time of great ex-
citement, but it is also a time when couples need 
to start thinking about their future together.  It 
may not be the most romantic topic, but it is es-
sential for couples to create a will or estate plan to 
ensure that their wishes are respected and their 
loved ones are taken care of, in any crisis.

New Couples with Blended Families
If you have a blended family, or children from a 
previous relationship, you’ll want to make clear 
your wishes.  When you get married, your spouse 
automatically becomes your legal heir. If they die, 
their children receive their assets, and so on.

If you have children from a previous marriage, or 
other family members that you want to provide 
for, it is important to make sure that your estate 
planning documents clearly outline those wishes.

Protecting Your Children 
If (or when) you have children, it is important to 
create an estate plan that provides for their care 
and well-being in the event that you and your 
spouse die or become incapacitated. You can 
name a guardian for your children, set up a trust 
to provide for their fi nancial needs, and ensure 
that their education and other expenses are taken 

care of.  Planning ahead helps to avoid family dis-
putes and allows you and your spouse to outline 
your wishes clearly.

Health Care Directives
Healthcare directives are important for engaged 
or married couples, because they can designate 
the person that you choose to make important 
medical decisions if you are ill or unable to com-
municate your wishes. 

Avoiding Probate
If the unthinkable happens, probate can be a 
lengthy and expensive process that may subject 
your family to taxes that could have been avoided 
with a proper estate plan.  

Looking for a � oughtful Gi�t You Can Give?
Friends and family can provide the gi�t of estate 
planning to an engaged or married couple.  It’s a 
thoughtful gi�t that will help establish the foun-
dation for your lifetime together.  In most cases, a 
basic estate plan costs about the same as  a week-
end getaway.  It can provide peace of mind and 
guidance for you and your family to prepare for, 
and hopefully avoid, any 
future crises.  

Download your Free 
Guide to Estate Planning 
or schedule a consulta-
tion with one of our local 
experienced estate plan-
ning attorneys at
FrameAndFrame.com  

Paid Advertisement
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Arnold office

1509 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012

410.757.7600

Now 
AcceptiNg

New 
pAtieNts

Your Care Is Our
Primary Concern…

We offer EVENING HOURS

Call us today to schedule
your appointment so you can:

• Stay Healthier longer      • Personalize Your care
• lower Your Healthcare cost

• ensure All Vaccines Are Up To date

572 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd.
Severna Park, MD 21146

Office - 410-793-5210
www.cassillyfinancial.com

Compassion   •   Integrity
Competence   •   Professionalism

Fred Cassilly CFP®

• Certified Financial Planner
• Comprehensive Planning
• Investment Management

• Employee Benefits
• Retirement Planning
• Estate Planning

Find out more at www.FLSlawyer.com
  Follow us on Facebook 

Community Association questions 
answered at www.FLSlawyer.com/blog/

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D 
Severna Park, Maryland 21146

443-906-0117
bfellner@flslawyer.com
www.FLSlawyer.com

HOA Board members
— need legal advice? 

-How to run a meeting
-When to amend  your documents
-Enforcing against violations
-Collecting unpaid fees
-Anything else HOA related

Call your local HOA 
attorney today!

Warfield & Darrah, P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Paula J. Darrah

Severna Park II, 838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 2, Severna Park, Maryland 21146
(410) 544-1020        www.darrahfamilylaw.com

2023

All Family Law Matters
Divorce ~ Property Division ~ Custody

Alimony ~ Child Support ~ Wills
Estates ~ Protective Order Proceedings

Litigation Appeals ~ Contracts 2023

Voted
Best Lawyer

2020, 2021,
2022, 2023

Offering Free ½ Hour consultation.  Remote Conferencing.
Schedule Yours Today!
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The Lash Lounge Annapolis – West Street has set 
up shop, prioritizing lash and brow health, safety 
and quality. During a September ribbon-cutting 
event, attendees saw how The Lash Lounge 
owners Fayth and Vinnie Ribeiro, and their team, 
provide a comfortable, customized experience.

Lash Lounge Brings 
Luxury Service 
To Annapolis

A large crowd convened 
for the Park Hardware 
and Zeskind’s showroom 
grand opening and ribbon-
cutting ceremony in 
September. Guests were 
treated to live music and 
several food options. Rick 
Miller, a third-generation 
owner of Zeskind’s and 
longtime Arnold resident, 
purchased the business, 
formerly known as 
Clement Hardware, at 
500 Ritchie Highway 
earlier this year.

Face It! Spa and Wellness marked five years in 
business in September by holding a ribbon-
cutting event at 790 Ritchie Highway in Severna 
Park. Attendees were treated to a signature 
cocktail and cupcakes.

Park Hardware Nails Grand Opening Celebration

Make It Five Years 
For Face It! Spa 
And Wellness

People Rise president and founder 
Susan Mahaffee shared her company’s 
mission to empower clients through 
practical and shareable tools, 
exercises, processes, and advice 
relating to human resources in 
September. A ribbon-cutting and 
cocktail reception was held at 
Chartwell Golf & Country Club.

People Rise 
Provides 
Human 

Resources Help

Ribbon Cuttings
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W e all 
make 
mis-

takes in many 
areas of life. 
These mistakes 
are usually 
fairly harm-
less — we took 
a wrong turn 
while driving, 
used the wrong 

ingredients in a recipe and so on. 
But sometimes, our mistakes can be 
costly — especially those connected 
to investing.

Here are some of the most com-
mon investment mistakes:

Too much buying and selling 
– Some people find it exciting to 
constantly buy and sell investments 
in the pursuit of big gains. Yet, fre-
quent trading can work against you 
in a couple of ways. First, it can be 
expensive — if you’re always buying 
and selling investments, you could 
rack up taxes, fees and commis-
sions. Perhaps even more important, 
excessive purchases and sales can 
make it difficult to follow a unified 
and cohesive investment strategy. 
Such a strategy requires, among 
other things, careful construction 
and management of an investment 
portfolio that’s appropriate for 
your goals, risk tolerance and time 
horizon. Heavy trading can disrupt 
this strategy.

Failing to diversify – If you 
only owned one type of asset, such 
as growth-oriented stocks, your 
portfolio could take a hit when the 
financial markets go through a 
downturn. But not all investments 
will respond the same way to the 
same forces — for example, stocks 
and bonds can move in different 
directions at any given time. And 
that’s why it’s usually a good idea 
to own a mix of investments, which 
can include domestic and foreign 
stocks, bonds, certificates of deposit 
(CDs) and government securities. 
Keep in mind that while diversifica-
tion can help reduce the impact of 
market volatility, it can’t guarantee 
profits or protect against losses in a 
declining market.

Trying to “time” the market – 
Buy low and sell high might be the 
original piece of investment advice, 
but it’s hard to follow because no 
one can really predict when an 
investment will reach low or high 
points. Trying to time the market in 
this way can lead to bad decisions, 
such as selling investments whose 
price has dropped, even if these 
same investments still have good 
business fundamentals and strong 
prospects.

Not understanding what you’re 
investing in – If you don’t know 
the nature of investments when you 
buy them, you could set yourself 
up for unpleasant surprises. For 
example, some companies, by the 
very nature of their business and 
the type of industry they’re in, may 
consistently pay dividends to their 
investors even though their stock 
prices may only show relatively 

modest price gains over time. If you 
bought shares of this stock thinking 
it had the potential to achieve sub-
stantial appreciation, you might end 
up disappointed.

Making the wrong compar-
isons – You’re no doubt familiar 
with some of the most well-known 
investment benchmarks — the S&P 
500, Dow Jones Industrial Average 
and the Nasdaq Composite. But 
it might be counterproductive to 
compare your results against these 

indexes. If you have a diversified 
portfolio, you’ll own an array of 
investments that won’t fit into any 
single index or benchmark, so you 
won’t get an apples-to-apples com-
parison. You’re better off comparing 
your portfolio’s performance against 
the only benchmark that really 
matters — the progress you need to 
make to help achieve your goals.

Investing will always have its 
challenges, but you can help make it 
easier for yourself by staying away 

from as many mistakes as possible.

Brian Conrad is a financial advisor 
with Edward Jones. His office is located 
at 479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 202, in 
Severna Park. To learn more, call 410-
544-8970, email brian.conrad@edward-
jones.com or visit www.edwardjones.
com/brian-conrad.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
financial advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Brian Conrad 
Edward Jones

Avoid These Investment Mistakes

Hague Quality Water Turns 30

Hague Quality Water of Maryland celebrated 30 years of business in September at Chartwell Golf & Country Club. 
Retired U.S. Air Force Lieutenant Colonel Ronald Edwards (center) enjoyed the celebration with his children and 
their spouses. Edwards is a longtime Severna Park resident and founder of Hague Quality Water of Maryland.
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Kyndle S. Quinones 
NMLS# 1506081
Vice President/Branch Manager 
443.254.0381 
kyndle@mainstreethl.com
www.kq4u.com

QK T H E  Q U I N O N E S  T E A M

M A I N  S T R E E T  H O M E  L O A N S  |  W W W . K Q 4 U . C O M

www.mainstreethomeloans.com | Corp NMLS# 2893 | Equal Housing Lender 

ciderin- scoop

mulling on the housing market?
i’ve got the

I’M HERE TO ASSIST YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR
MORTGAGE LENDING NEEDS
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flexibility. The business offers multi-level 
group classes and state-of-the-art per-
sonal training.

Joy of Play LLC (coming soon to Sever-
na Park) ‒ Joy of Play is an interactive 
children’s museum and indoor play area 
purposefully designed to encourage a 
young child’s sense of independence, ex-
ploration and creativity. By narrowing 
the focus of our children’s museums and 
indoor play areas to the interests and 
imaginations of children 8 and under, 
young explorers will discover educa-
tional exhibits and activities in a world 
specifically crafted just for them.

Severnside Marketing LLC ‒ Mar-
keting strategist Christine Hickey 
works collaboratively with her clients to 
develop and execute marketing strate-
gies that align with their business goals 
and budgets. The aim is to help clients 
grow their business, increase brand 
awareness, and drive sales or other 
desired outcomes.

We held five ribbon-cutting celebra-
tions in September. The first was to 
celebrate the five-year anniversary of 
Face It! Spa and Wellness in Severna 
Park. Owner Ashley Reed has grown the 
business to include more stylists, skin 
care products, nail services and more. 
Her salon also features a salt room for 
relaxation and detox.

Next, we celebrated the grand open-
ing of Organic Facial Experience Day 
Spa in Pasadena. Owner Towanda Mo-

ses has created her own line of products 
and performs everything from facials 
to weight-loss management for healthy 
skin, bodies and minds.

More than 200 community members 
attended the grand opening of Park 
Hardware in Severna Park, formerly 
known as Clement Hardware. Gordon 
Clement was there to pass the torch 
and support new owner and lifelong 
resident Rick Miller, a fourth generation 
Zeskind’s owner.

The Lash Lounge held its grand 
opening in Annapolis to great fanfare. 
Owners Fayth and Vinnie Ribeiro pur-
chased the franchise and plan to open 
four more locations. The company offers 
professional lash and brow services in 
their beautiful space.

The last ribbon-cutting in Septem-
ber was held at the Chartwell Golf & 
Country Club for People Rise LLC. 

Owner Susan Mahaffee is a profession-
al in the human resources field and 
has an impressive clientele, providing 
outsourced HR support, consulting, 
training and more.

Our Driving Force for Business Golf 
Tournament was held at the gorgeous 
Chartwell Golf & Country Club and 
was a great time. Many thanks to 
tournament sponsor Live! Casino 
and Hotel. Other sponsors included 
Chick-fil-A Severna Park, Moran 
Insurance, Emerald Financial 
Partners, Fellner Legal Services, 
Brightview Senior Living, Peo-
ple Rise LLC, Golden Consulting, 
SERVPRO Annapolis/Severna Park, 
Passanante’s Home Food Services, 
Landmark Roofing, Griswold Home 
Care, BeBalanced Hormone Center, 
Matt Wyble of Next Step Realty, 
M&T Bank, Bank of Glen Burnie, 
Severna Park Lanes, Severna Park 
Community Center, Jennifer L. 
Harrison Design/Consulting, 
Barranco Funeral and Cremation 
Services, Phronesis Wealth Man-
agement, Team Alpha Charlie, 
Alexander Animal Hospital, The 
Voice Media and What’s Up? Media.

Our last TGIF cookout at the cham-
ber was generously sponsored by The 
Chesapeake Think Tank. This fun event 
featured burgers, an ice-cream bar from 
Bruster’s Real Ice Cream and fresh pop-
corn from The Negron Farmers Insur-
ance Agency.

Our shop local extravaganza, known 
as Shoptoberfest, will be held October 
21 from 11:00am to 3:00pm in the park-
ing lot at the Severna Park Racquet-
ball and Fitness Club in Millersville. 
The family-friendly event features 
fun, music, entertainment, shopping, 
trick-or-treating, a costume contest and 
much more.

For more information about the 
chamber and our events, please visit 
www.gspacc.com.

Around the House

50 East Remodeling	 410-500-2266

www.50eastremodeling.com

Affordable Outdoor Kitchens	 410-696-7300

741 Generals Highway, Suite 100, Millersville, MD 21108
www.aokitchens.com

Albrecht Properties
& Home Improvements	 410-360-7703 

1215 Oak Harbour Court, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.albrechthomeimprovements.com

Bear Landscaping Inc.	 410-969-0669

8116 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.bearlandscaping.com

CheckMark Power Washing	 443-848-0581

www.checkmarkpowerwash.com

Cornett Heating & Cooling	 410-647-6979

104 Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.cornetthvac.com

Cunningham
Contracting	 410-721-8757

1541 Defense Highway, Gambrills, MD 21054
www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

Dove Remodeling	 410-439-5700

8611 Fort Smallwood Road # C
Pasadena, MD 21122
www.doveremodelingservices.com

Fence & Deck
Connection	 410-757-5511

8057 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.fenceanddeckconnection.com

Heidler, Inc.	 410-694-7474

208 Taylor Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.heidlerplumbing.com

Himmel’s Lawn &
Landscape Services	 410-255-7730

4374 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.himmelsgardencenter.com

Homestead Gardens
Landscape Division	 410-867-6336

743 W. Central Avenue, Davidsonville, MD 21035
www.landscape.homesteadgardens.com

Landmark Roofing	 443-223-7453

540 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 3
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.remodelwithlandmark.com
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Quality  workmanship at affordable prices for over 30 years
 EXTERIOR

Siding | Roofing | Windows 
Doors | Concrete | Repair

Additions | Porches and More! 

WJ Hegarty
“SKIP”

INTERIOR
Kitchens | Baths

Drywall | Painting | Plaster
Repair and More!

NO JOB TOO SMALL

ASK ABOUT OUR 
WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE

LICENSED – INSURED 410-721-0633
From our  family to your family for over 30 years

MHIC 
#9961

H O M e  I M P r OV e M e N t S

FREE
Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated by

J.P. LONG
JPLO815@gmail.com443-764-4127

• Water Heaters
• Disposals
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets

(410) 647-3030
www.dwyerplumbinginc.com

8377-B Jumpers Hole Road, Millersville, MD 21108

Residential • Commercial
Sales-Service-Installation-Repairs

• Water Main Repairs
• Leaky Faucets & Pipes
• Clogged Drains & Sewer
• Low Water Pressure

Russell R. DwyeR, Inc.
Dwyer Plumbing & Heating

Licensed
& Insured
Backflow
Certified

MD lic 63813

• Backflow Services
• Sinks & Showers
• Frozen Lines
• Big or Small Jobs

Quality since 1957

tors. Wells owned Park Pharmacy until 
November of last year. Although he 
sold the pharmacy after 36 years at the 
helm, visitors can still find Wells behind 
the Park Pharmacy counter a couple of 
days a week.

What keeps Wells coming back to the 
same counter even after selling the phar-
macy to another local resident?

“The hometown feel, competitive pric-
es and quick service,” Wells said.

With a mural spanning the top of its 
walls — depicting scenes from the area, 
and for an astute eye, a depiction of 
Wells himself — and a long counter grac-
ing the open space, it’s a scene at Park 
Pharmacy that may look more familiar 
on the streets of European cities than it 
does for somebody only used to pharma-
cies that are part of a bigger entity, such 
as a grocery store.

“Our bread and butter is the pharma-

cy,” Muñoz said. “The pharmacy plus the 
service we provide is really the key for us 
to do well.”

Muñoz touched on flu vaccines, 
something that Park Pharmacy offers 
by appointment. He plans on getting his 
in October as he noted that some chain 
pharmacies, years ago, were trying to get 
flu vaccines administered earlier to get 
ahead of competition.

“They’re not really getting that six-
month coverage; it’s too early,” Muñoz 
said of receiving a flu shot too early 
in the year.

As Muñoz spoke of Severna Park, it 
is with a reverence of appreciation. His 
mom grew up in poverty in the Philip-
pines and later served as a nurse in the 
operating room. She urged him to pursue 
an interest in the health care field by 
telling him that he’d always have a job. 
He knew he wanted to do something dif-
ferent than his mom, but he didn’t ignore 

her maternal wisdom. His interest in 
pharmacy — and a Chartridge resident 
by the name of Rachel, now Andrew’s 
wife and a District 31 delegate — ulti-
mately led him to Severna Park.

Muñoz recalled the couple buying their 
first home within the 21146 zip code.

“This was the dream,” Muñoz said. 
“To finally be blessed to live in this city 
is amazing.”

It is that same pride that he transfers 
to Park Pharmacy.

“We’re just trying to do good in this 
community,” Muñoz said.

Park Pharmacy is located at 580 Ritchie 
Highway, Suite N. The pharmacy’s hours 
are currently Monday to Friday from 
9:00am to 6:00pm and on Saturday from 
9:00am to 3:00pm. More information 
is available at www.professionalphar-
macygroup.com/severna-park-office or 
410-544-7275.

Park Pharmacy Fills Needs For Neighbors
»» Continued from page 48

Chamber 
Update

»» Continued from page 48
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Molly Maid of Central
Anne Arundel County	 410-349-8080

1517 Ritchie Highway, Suite 102, Arnold, MD 21012
www.mollymaid.com

Severna Park Kitchen & Bath	 443-784-1325

580 Suite C Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spkitchenandbath.com

Three Rivers Builders, LLC	 410-936-5946

156 Ritchie Highway, Severna, MD 21146
www.threeriversbuilders.com 

TruSeal Asphalt
Maintenance LLC	 443-223-9491

www.truseal-asphalt.com

Turf & Landscape Management	 410-881-6256

8245 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.turfandlandscapemanagement.com

W.R. Flater General Contractor	 410-544-9117

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.wrflater.com

Food, Drink & Entertainment

Cafe Mezzanotte	 410-647-1100

760 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.cafemezzanotte.com

Chick-Fil-A - Severna Park	 410-647-6232

511 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spcfa.com

Corwell & Son Liquors	 410-647-9336

170 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.facebook/corwellsonliquors

Donut Shack	 410-544-0278

497 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

Fishpaws Marketplace	 410-647-7363

954 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012
www.fishpawsmarket.com

Garry’s Grill	 410-544-0499

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.garrysgrill.com

Goska’s Liquors	 410-647-4041

501 Leelyn Drive, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.goskas.com

Harbour Spirits	 410-544-6377

527 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.harbourspirits.com

Ledo Pizza – Millersville 	 410-729-3333

8531 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.ledopizza.com/store/millersville

Ledo Pizza – Severna Park	 410-544-3344 

552-E Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.ledopizza.com/store/severna-park

Port Tack Ltd. Wine & Spirits	 410-974-0800

1246 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.porttackltd.com

Severna Park Lanes	 410-647-0811

840 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gobowlingsevernapark.com

Severna Park Taphouse	 410-793-5759

58 W. Earleigh Heights Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparktaphouse.com

Health, Beauty & Fitness 
Brightview Senior
Living Severna Park	 410-220-6858

469 Jumpers Hole Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.brightviewseniorliving.com

Chesapeake Hearing Centers	 410-881-0426

580 Ritchie Highway, Suite I, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.helpyourhearing.com

Hearing Solutions
Audiology Center	 410-672-1244

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.hearsolutions.com

Hospice of the Chesapeake	 410-987-2003

90 Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.hospicechesapeake.org

Image Creators Salon and Spa	 410-544-8852

568-F Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.imagecreatorssalonandspa.com

Severna Park Racquetball
& Fitness Club	 410-987-0980

8514 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.sprfc.com

Spring Arbor of Severna Park	 410-544-7774

838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 3, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.springarborliving.com

UM Baltimore Washington
Medical Center	 410-787-4000

301 Hospital Drive, Glen Burnie, MD 21601
www.umms.org/bwmc

Wright Orthodontics	 410-544-0072

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com

Retail 

Himmel’s Landscape
& Garden Center	 410-255-7730

4374 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.himmelsgardencenter.com

Homestead Gardens	 410-384-7966

522 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.homesteadgardens.com

Savvy Consignment	 410-647-1636

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, MD 21146
www.savvyconsignment.com

Side Street Framers	 410-544-9050

558 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.sidestreetframers.com

Services

Arundel Federal	 410-544-9600

50 W. McKinsey Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.arundelfederal.com

The Bank of Glen Burnie	 410-544-0270

534 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.bofgb.com

Brad Kappel of TTR Sotheby’s
International Realty	 410-280-5600

209 Main Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.bradkappel.com

The David Orso Team of
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
PenFed Realty	 443-372-7171

8 Evergreen Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.davidorso.com

Diggs Law	 410-244-1189

8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 302, Millersville, MD 21108
www.diggslaw.com

Eagle Title	 410-266-3600

181 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Suite 200
Annapolis, MD 21401
www.eagletitle.com

Fellner Legal Services	 443-906-0117

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.flslawyer.com

Frame & Frame
Attorneys at Law	 410-255-0373

8562 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frameandframelaw.com

Frank & Bill’s Auto Collision	 410-255-3368

3306 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frankandbills.com

Gardiner & Appel	 410-647-7777

570 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gardinerappelgroup.com

The Great American Car Wash	 410-544-9009

825 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.thegreatamericancarwash.com

Main Street Home Loans	 443-254-0381

479 Jumper Hole Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.mainstreethomeloans.com

Melissa Blohm of Long
& Foster Real Estate	 410-991-5967

145 Main Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.homesbymelissablohm.com

Moran Insurance	 410-544-3422

696 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.moraninsurance.com

Severna Park Automotive	 410-647-8322

499 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparkautomotive.com

VCA Calvert Veterinary Center	 410-360-7297

4100 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.calvertvet.com
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Jim’s Body shop
410-647-1178

Family Owned & Operated for 45 Years

• All work guaranteed for as 
long as you own the vehicle

• FREE estimates

• We accept all insurance

247 Keedy’s Lane   |   Pasadena, MD
Owner - Jim Keedy   |   Fax 410-647-4231

410-975-0090
www.RutzenEye.com



Happy 5  Year Anniversary

Alyssa Obrebski

Thank you for the past 5 years of
service and dedication to

LaBarge Financial & our Clients!

LaBarge Financial
Celebrates

Securities and advisory services offered through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC, a broker-
dealer and a registered investment adviser. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.

(443) 647-4321

7 Riggs Ave, Severna
Park, MD 21146

w w w . l a b a r g e f i n a n c i a l . c o m


